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create proposal

Delays plague Jones South renovations

Economics 101: Textbooks
At the Rice Bookstore, this new 

book costs $258.00. On Ama-
zon, it costs $61.99.

by TINa NazeRIaN
AssIstaNt News EdItoR

It’s the second week of classes, 
and students have been buying text-
books for their new classes. Accord-
ing to the official Barnes and Noble 
website, Barnes and Noble College 
Booksellers LLC operates 700 col-
lege and university bookstores in 
the United States, including Rice 
University’s, as of May 3, 2014.

 In Texas, Barnes and Noble also 
operates bookstores at other univer-
sities — such as Stephen F. Austin 
State University, the University of 
North Texas and Texas A&M Univer-
sity. 

Some colleges use other pro-
viders, such as Abilene Christian 
University, which owns and oper-
ates its own bookstore; Austin Col-
lege and Baylor University, which 
both use Follett Higher Education, 
a family-owned bookstore provider 
managing more than 930 bookstores 

nationwide; and Texas Lutheran 
University, which uses a local book-
store.

Baker College junior Michael 
He said price is the only thing that 
would motivate him to buy books 
from Rice’s bookstore. 

“Which is why I don’t buy from 
the bookstore, or sell there for that 
matter,” He said. “99 percent of 
books I’ve had for classes are at 
least twice as expensive on Amazon, 
even the cheap English books. The 
only time the bookstore was cheaper 
was the Neuroscience book for BIOC 
380.”

Martel College senior Elle Eccles 
said she almost always buys books 
online, checking Amazon first. 

“If I’m not content with the Ama-
zon official or used book prices, I 
go to Half Price Books online and 
buy there,” Eccles said. “The only 
time I’ve ever used the book store, 
really, was for some of my [psychol-

All listed Amazon prices include $3.99 shipping cost.

BIOC 201

0see textbooks, page 4
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by YasNa Haghdoost
News EdItoR

After delays in Jones College 
construction, which was initially 
scheduled to finish before Orienta-
tion Week, Rice University Housing 
and Dining looks to finish base-
ment and kitchen construction in 
the South section, according to 
H&D Associate Vice President Mark 
Ditman and Facilities, Engineering 
and Planning Manager of Commu-
nications Susann Glenn. 

According to FE&P Senior Proj-
ect Manager Anzilla Gilmore, the 
renovations included the addition 
of a first floor suite and study spac-
es, larger lobby spaces, upgrading 
restrooms, as well as various small-
er fixtures. 

Ditman and Glenn said the de-
lays were in part due to new pip-
ing, water fixtures and redoing the 
bathrooms. 

“We ran into a few of those hic-
cups along the way,” Glenn said. 
“The contractor recovered the best 

way that they could. It was truly 
a heroic effort the night before O-
Week move-in. We had people on 
site until 5:30 a.m. It was incred-
ible. Obviously that’s not an ideal 
situation, but the good news is we 
learned lessons.”

According to Gilmore, the cumu-
lation of decay in Jones’ buildings 
resulted in the delays, which were 
resolved by August 23, the move-in 
day for all Rice students. 

“The major factor that contrib-
uted to delays to the project was 
a general underestimation of the 
complexity of the renovation of 
a 57-year-old building,” Gilmore 
said. “Over the years, the build-
ing (particularly the restrooms) 
has suffered a lot of wear and tear, 
[whose] extents were not com-
pletely apparent until we started 
demolition. Once the issues were 
uncovered, additional design time 
had to be taken to properly address 
the best way to put the restrooms 
back together.” 

The remaining renovations in-
clude those related to the kitchen 
and basement, which had a lower 
priority than students’ rooms, ac-
cording to Ditman. 

“The hall lobbies’ kitchenettes 
are being removed,” Ditman said. 
“Those have been consolidated 
into a larger room for studying and 

the remnant of the space will be 
more suitable for social things.”

Member of the Jones Renovation 
committee Mitch Torczon was not 
pleased the renovations were still 
in place during O-Week but praised 
Gilmore’s work in finishing up the 
construction within the week. 

“I am disappointed that the 
renovation was not done before O-
Week and that there is still some 
major touch up work being done,” 
Torczon, a Jones junior, said. “That 
being said, I have been very im-
pressed at how hard Gilmore has 
been working to get things fin-
ished. [H&D] have really done an 
incredible amount the first week of 
school.”

Jones sophomore William Fer-
nandez expressed frustration 
with the delays in construction, 
that displaced all new students in 
South section to North section for 
O-Week. 

“It would be nice if H&D would 
finish something on time every 
once in a while,” Fernandez said. 

Jones senior Kyle Denny, how-
ever, was overall pleased with the 
new renovations.

“I like how they color coded the 
floors  — that really helps,” Denny 
said.  

News Editor Andrew Ta contrib-
uted to this article.

by ANIta Alem
AssIstaNt News EdItoR

Duncan College Senator Louis 
Lesser, Duncan President Mary 
Anderson and University Court 
Chair Brian Baran introduced 
their legislation against the Cen-
ter for Undergraduate Curricu-
lum’s proposed drop limit at the 
Student Association Senate meet-
ing on August 27. 

According to Anderson, Ba-
ran and Lesser, all of whom are 
Duncan seniors, their resolution 
advocates the rejection of the CUC 
proposal because they believe it 
does not solve the problems that 
it purports to solve.

“We realize the CUC and Fac-
ulty Senate have good intentions 
in trying to solve a campus-wide 
problem, and that the CUC add/
drop proposal is the CUC’s initial 
approach to solving registration 
woes,” Anderson said. “We hope 
our resolution will open a greater 
dialogue between the student 
body and the Faculty Senate to 
create a better option than the 
one that has been currently pro-
posed.”

SA External Vice President 
Amritha Kanakamedala served 
on the University Standing Com-
mittee on Undergraduate Curricu-
lum, a CUC subcommittee that 
dealt with the add/drop policy. In 
spring 2014, a CUC survey, which 
Kanakamedala helped create, re-
ceived input from 47.1 percent of 
undergraduates and found that 62 
percent of students would support 
an add/drop system in which stu-
dents would have a set number of 
late drops available, similar to the 
current pass/fail system. Due to 
these findings, the CUC proposed 
moving the add/drop deadline 
and changing the system so  the 
drop deadline would be at week 
two, with a transition period over 
the weekend for students to final-
ize their class schedules — includ-
ing all add/drops. The proposal 
states students would be able to 
drop a total of four classes after 
the week two deadline, assuming 
they have four years at Rice, with-
out any repercussion; any further 
late drops in one’s Rice career 
would receive a “Withdrawal” on 

0see add/drop, page 4

A detached sink sits in Jones South during ongoing renovations. Work be-
gan over the summer and lasted through O-Week into the beginning of the 
school year due to delays caused in part by problems with piping.

Marcel Merwin/thresher

The SA straw poll last 
week indicated unani-
mous agreement that 
the CUC proposal 
should be rejected.

Louis Lesser
Duncan College Senator
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IT Renovations
IT streamlines websites for students

by Andrew Ta
News Editor 

In early May, Rice University Information 
Technologies released streamlined versions 
of two websites, mynetid.rice.edu and it.rice.
edu, which will make finding frequently used 
information and tools quicker and easier, ac-
cording to Manager of IT Technical Communi-
cations Carlyn Chatfield. Much of what could 
previously be found on the two sites has been 
moved to docs.rice.edu or removed completely, 
and obvious links to the most popular pages 
have been added.

“Our website has transformed over the 
decade from four different sites into a single 
one that had lots of pages into it, and then we 
started moving all the how-to-do things out of 
that site and into docs.rice.edu,” Chatfield said. 
“But we still had too much. We used Google 
Analytics and we asked, ‘What are people do-
ing on our website?’ and everything they were 
not really going to, we dropped.”

According to Chatfield, the redesigns were 
driven by a lack of usability made evident by 
customer complaints.

“When you hear from a customer who is 
trying to use your website, as a brand new stu-
dent or as a parent of a brand new student, and 
they can’t find what they’re looking for, that’s a 
problem,” Chatfield said. “A number of people 
brought our attention to it and said, ‘You’re 
not serving the community well,’ and it’s, like, 
okay, it’s time to make [our websites] our high-
est priorities.”

Chatfield said a lack of funding contributed 
to the need for a redesign.

“We knew that our site had grown unwieldy 
over time,” Chatfield said. “It’s funding too. We 
can’t just say, ‘We really want to redesign our 
website.’ It’s thousands of dollars to change 
everything, design and do user testing.

Mynetid.rice.edu replaced apply.rice.edu 
and will allow users to change their passwords, 
set up mail alias addresses, identify their pri-

mary published email address and get Virtual 
Private Network, among other functions, ac-
cording to Chatfield.

“Our apply.rice.edu has been around for a 
very long time,” Chatfield said. “There was this 
new technology called single sign-on, where 
one secure system can hold your credentials 
and other systems can talk to it. We needed a 
place to manage passwords, so it was called 
apply.rice.edu. Looking back, it was confusing, 
because it sounds like you’re applying to Rice, 
but we were thinking of it as applying for an 
account.”

According to Chatfield, before mynetid.
rice.edu, students would frequently call the IT 
help desk throughout the summer to reset their 
NetID.

“We didn’t have nearly as many people call 
the helpdesk this summer saying ‘I need to set 
my NetID,’” Chatfield said. “So I think the tool 
is doing all the things we hoped it would do, 
and I haven’t seen any help request tickets that 
said the system isn’t working.”

Chatfield said the sites will continue to be 
improved.

“We’ll continue monitoring and probably 
change [the sites] every three or four years, and 
it’ll be a higher priority than in the past,” Chat-
field said. “The website will continue to change 
to meet the demands of the customers.”

McMurtry College sophomore Chris Went-
land said he has never utilized IT services be-
fore, so the new sites are brand new to him. 

“The [new] mynetid.rice.edu site is very 
well organized and seems to serve its purpose 
of account management very well,” Wentland 
said. “The [it.rice.edu site] is also very well 
organized. The links to useful information 
are front and center, and the IT news feed 
is a pretty interesting touch. I also enjoy the 
"Get Help Now" button. I imagine plenty of 
students visit the site for quick help, and that 
makes the website and IT help easily accessi-
ble even to completely incompetent computer 
users.”

New Adobe licensing policy limits CS

New hardware in January to help Wifi

by Andrew Ta
News Editor 

The Adobe Creative Suite is no longer available 
at many computers throughout campus. Due to  
changes in Adobe’s licensing model, the software 
is currently available only in classrooms in Ander-
son Hall, the Visual and Dramatic Arts’s Media 
Center, Fondren Library’s Digital Media Center  
and several general-use computers on Fondren’s 
ground floor, according to Barry Ribbeck, Direc-
tor of Systems, Architecture, Infrastructure, Cloud 
Strategies and Initiatives

“In previous years, software was released 
through Adobe in what is called a perpetual li-
cense,” Ribbeck said. “In a perpetual license, you 
buy the software and you own it, and it’s yours to 
keep for that version.”

According to Ribbeck, Rice owns 25 perpetual 

licenses of Adobe’s CS6. Previously, Rice could 
use those licenses across campus, so long as there 
weren’t more than 25 concurrent users. Under the 
new license structures, the software can only be 
installed on specific machines for which licensing 
is paid on an annual basis.

According to Ribbeck, the remaining licenses 
are being used in combination with new licenses 
to maintain the Creative Suite’s availability at spe-
cific locations where IT had seen use in the past.

“[We are] putting it in spots that are very stra-
tegic on campus and seeing what kind of activity 
we get,” Ribbeck said. 

Computers that no longer have access to the 
Creative Suite will now have open-source alterna-
tives like Gimp, LibreDraw and Scribus.

Ribbeck said new licensing models have al-
ready arrived, and that Rice IT will handle chang-
es as they come.

by Andrew Ta
News Editor 

Rice University Information Technologies will 
perform a hardware refresh in January that will 
provide new security tools and improve wireless 
Internet performance, according to Barry Rib-
beck, Director of Systems, Architecture, Infra-
structure, Cloud Strategies and Initiatives.

“We’ve been on the network that we’ve had for 
nine years,” Ribbeck said. “They’re going to in-
crease the number of access points significantly. 
It’s at least 50 percent.” 

According to Ribbeck, the hardware will roll-
out beginning in January but will take a majority 
of the year to complete. The last time a project of 
this scale happened was in 2005.

“It’ll take a while,” Ribbeck said. “This is a 
big project. They’re replacing, in every building, 
every switch that everyone connects to. The wire 

itself is the only thing not being touched.”
The worsening wireless situation across cam-

pus has been due to an increase in frequency in-
terference and number of devices, according to 
Director of Academic and Research Computing 
Michael Dewey.

“Today, we have pretty good coverage on 
campus,” Dewey said. “Where we suffer is in re-
gards to density. There’s going to be a significant 
increase in the number of wireless access points 
that we’ll have across campus.”

According to Ribbeck, the technology im-
provements brought by the new hardware should 
help combat the rise in WiFi devices.

“Wireless is in a frequency band that’s un-
regulated,” Ribbeck said. “We have to compete 
with everything, so environment plays a big part. 
There are 7000 wireless devices on campus at any 
given time. This new network will help as much 
as it can by bringing the latest technology.”
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ogy] classes where I rented a book, since I’m 
too lazy to comb the community for the book 
I need — and because it was convenient. But 
in general, Amazon prices save money. Since 
[Half Price Books] always makes you pay ship-
ping, I’m less inclined to use that, but com-
bined I spend less. Especially with [English] 
classes’ books, because they’re typically just 
plays or novels that cost about $5/book used 
online and $13/book new in the bookstore.”

According to McMurtry College junior An-
sley Jones, a book she had placed on back-
order at the bookstore did not show up until 
October. 

“I ended up ordering the book on Ama-
zon,” Jones said. “I tried to cancel the origi-
nal order by calling the bookstore, but they 
did not listen to me. They kept calling me in 
October when the book came in, but I told 
them over and over again that I cancelled the 
order, so I was not going to come in and get 
the book.  Even though I never picked it up, 
they still charged me for the book.”

Jones said she tried calling the bookstore 
after they charged her, but they never gave 
her a refund. 

“Luckily, the book was only $14, so it 
wasn’t a huge deal, but still, this experience 
made me never want to order anything from 
the bookstore ever again,” Jones said. 

McMurtry freshman Albert Zamoriy said 
the Duncan College Book Exchange and the 

Facebook page for Rice Students Selling Stuff 
are helpful, but buying from the bookstore is 
cheaper in at least one case. 

“If you need the Stewart Calculus book for 
MATH 101/102, the bookstore combo of We-
bAssign and the book is cheaper than buying 
the book and code separately,” Zamoriy said. 
“I know a lot of Rice students need to take 
at least one, if not both of those classes. So 
that’s helpful to know. I wish I knew that be-
fore hand. I actually lost about $10 because I 
bought the code and book separately.”

McMurtry sophomore Annie Nordhauser 
said there have been problems with upper-
classmen trying to sell the freshmen their 
books with the used WebAssign access codes 
that no longer work for about $50. 

“The freshmen will have to buy the ac-
cess code separately for an additional $75,” 
Nordhauser said. “So some upperclassmen 
knowingly sell their books without the code 
at high prices, and the freshmen buy them 
not knowing they will have to buy something 
else.”

Sid Richardson College senior Malaz Mo-
hammad said there might be another side of 
the story people do not talk about. 

“My English professor, Professor [Colleen] 
Lamos, told us to support bookstores because 
they are being monopolized and pushed out 
of business by huge corporations like Ama-
zon,” Mohammad said. “And that’s great and 
all, except that Amazon writes its own guide-
lines and will starve publishers into compli-
ance. She fears that very soon there will be 
no option but for us to buy all our books from 
Amazon as it dictates everything: the price 

that it gives the publishers, the price that 
it sells to us, which can never be good. We 
might have to face prices even higher than 
the ones we so loath in the bookstores cur-
rently.”

Looking at the chart, Sid Richardson ju-
nior Leticia Trevino said the bookstore ap-
pears to be more expensive for the most part, 
and the price difference, especially for used 
books, is substantially large when compared 
to Amazon. 

“Honestly, I have no idea [why that is],” 
Trevino said. “It’s not right though. I mean, 
I can understand new textbooks being so ex-

pensive, but used books (especially in some 
of the extremely poor conditions the books 
are in) should be priced substantially less. 
That also goes for renting books. If the books 
people rent are returned worse than when 
they received them, they should be charged a 
penalty fee; that way other students that rent 
them don’t have terrible books.”

Duncan College junior Sean Lee said for 
the most part, students should and will buy 
textbooks used online at older editions as 
well. 

“When you’re buying four textbooks for 
the semester, you will certainly go out of 
your way to find cheaper alternatives,” Lee 
said. “Try slugbooks.com. It gives you differ-
ent prices from several known distributors, 
and it will often find you older editions as 
well, which is a decision a lot of freshmen 
are afraid of making for fear that the old 
textbook will miss something that will af-
fect their grade. If the class syllabus says you 
need the [10th edition], you’re not [going to] 
go out and find the cheapest [10th edition]. 
You’re [going to] go find the eighth interna-
tional version. I think [for] many science text-
books, it’s okay to get an older edition.”

Lee said students can access homework 
problems from others’ textbooks.

“In the CAAM department at least, many 
of the problems are given separately from the 
textbook, or the professor will accommodate 
for older editions,” Lee said. “Overall, the 
idea that problems are different in the new 
textbooks shouldn’t be something that will 
convince him or her to drop huge sums of 
money on the newest edition.”

the transcript.
“The changes to the add/drop policy were 

proposed in order to take advantage of unfilled 
seats in classes,” Kanakamedala said. “With the 
drop deadline currently being in week seven of 
the school year, there are a number of seats in 
highly popular classes that are not being filled 
to their fullest capacity. Courses are often in 
high demand during registration, but halfway 
through the school year, these courses are not at 
full capacity. The administration wants to limit 
these unused seats and increase efficiency.”

According to Anderson, Baran and Lesser, 
the issue the CUC seeks to resolve can be split 
into two parts: broad and narrow. The former 
consists of the issues students face when try-
ing to sign up for a course, while the latter is 
a result of students staying enrolled in courses 
they plan to drop after the second week add 
deadline. Baran said the current proposal is 
too overinclusive to address the narrow prob-
lem because it would penalize students even if 
they were enrolled in a class that was not full at 
the add deadline, despite such an act not nega-
tively impacting individuals who were trying to 
take the course.

“A good solution would only apply to cours-
es that were full at the add deadline and to 
students who don’t have extenuating circum-
stances explaining why they dropped the 
course,” Baran said. “There’s a meaningful 
difference between students who get sick and 
have to drop a course and those who go into 
a semester planning to take six classes and to 
drop their least favorite. A narrowly tailored 
solution discourages the latter but doesn’t 
penalize the former.”

According to the legislation, supporters 
of the CUC proposal suggested the changes 
would improve the quality of Rice tran-
scripts, which allegedly lag behind those of 
peer institutions because of the flexibility of 
our add/drop system.

 Anderson, Baran and Lesser said the com-
parison to peer institutions is unnecessary to 
create a solution for the issues students are 
currently facing.

“In this case, the peer institution argu-
ment doesn’t even apply — peer institutions 
have approached add/drop policies in a lot 
of different ways, and a lot of them are simi-
lar to Rice’s,” Lesser said. “According to CUC 
Chair Susan McIntosh, Cornell, Harvard and 
Princeton all have drop deadlines between 
weeks five and nine.”

Anderson said she does not agree with the 
way parallels are drawn between the pass/

fail system and the CUC add/drop proposal.
“The pass/fail system has completely 

different deadlines and an opportunity to 
remove the pass/fail to a letter grade,” An-
derson said. “Most importantly, the pass/fail 
structure illustrates a method for students 
to have a greater voice on their transcripts, 
rather than having an automatic ‘Withdraw-
al’ stamped onto their records.” 

In order to solve the broad problem of 
trouble with signing up for courses, Ander-
son, Baran and Lesser said they suggest the 
administration look into the availability of 
courses and sections and consider whether 
availability has expanded along with the size 
of the student body. Adjusting the drop poli-
cy could only provide a solution to the nar-
row problem, according to Lesser.

“We would really like to see students 
discuss this in more detail to come up with 
a widely agreeable disincentive to taking 
more courses than you plan to complete that 
doesn’t also disincentivize broadening your 
horizons, taking risks and trying new things, 
which are all benefits of the current add/drop 
system,” Lesser said.

The CUC can only propose changes, after 
which the Faculty Senate must discuss and 
vote on the proposal. According to Kanaka-
medala, the Faculty Senate has not included 
this proposal on their September agenda. 

Lesser said he encouraged the SA Senate not 
to table the legislation because the Faculty 
Senate has tabled the proposal.

“The SA straw poll last week indicated 
unanimous agreement that the CUC proposal 
should be rejected,” Lesser said. “We think 
it’s important for the SA to formally state the 
opinion of the student body on this issue; if 
the Faculty Senate later revives the proposal, 
it will ensure students are heard by the fac-
ulty from the start, even if those of us who 
have worked on this have graduated.”

Sid Richardson College President Nick 
Cornell said he sees the tabling of the CUC 
proposal positively because it shows the fac-
ulty has a genuine interest in working with 
students to solve a common problem. Cor-
nell, a senior, said he would prefer a disin-
centivizing method other than placing a neg-
ative transcript mark for excessive drops after 
the week two drop deadline.

“We do need to discourage people from 
dropping frivolously, though, and perhaps 
[encourage students] to put more thought 
into [adding] their courses up front,” Cornell 
said. “A process where students have to get 
a special form from the Registrar, meet with 
the professor of the course they want to drop 
to chat and get a signature, and then return 
to the Registrar might be sufficiently incon-
venient.”
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Rice offers Masters in Global Affairs
Beginning in fall 2015, Rice will begin offering a 
Master of Arts degree in Global Affairs, according 
to Gateway Administrator Abbey Godley. The Bak-
er Institute for Public Policy and the department 
of Social Sciences combined efforts to create a 
program that would support international en-
gagement. The first year of the program will focus 
on a theoretical approach, while the second year 
will allow students to form a concentration from 
either economy, security or development. Current 
Rice students have the opportunity to apply as 
part of a 4+1 program.

Kinder Institute hires new director
According to a press release, the Kinder Institute 
for Urban Research has hired urban planner Wil-
liam Fulton as its new director, effective this fall. 
Fulton is recognized for his work in California and 
previously worked as the director of the Planning 
Department for San Diego. His textbook on urban 
planning in California is the state’s standard text-
book for urban planning. Fulton was also a senior 
fellow at the University of Southern California.

Vice Provost of Research resigns
Vice Provost for Research Vicki Colvin resigned 
from her post in summer 2014 and accepted a 
position as the provost at Brown University. Col-
vin worked at Rice for almost 18 years, beginning 
as an assistant professor of chemistry. Director 
of the Institute of Biosciences and Bioengineer-
ing Yousif Shamoo was appointed the new Vice 
Provost for Research effective July 1. Shamoo has 
been at Rice for almost 16 years, and has won the 
George R. Brown Award for Superior Teaching 
three times.

Economics department introduces hires
The economics department hired several new 
professors for fall 2014, including Kenneth 
Wolpin, Flavio Cunha, Hulya Eraslan and Xun 
Tang. Wolpin chaired the economics department 
at the University of Pennsylvania and will fill the 
role of the Lay Family Chair in Economics at Rice. 
Cunha and Tang were both associate professors 
at the University of Pennsylvania, while Eraslan 
was an associate professor at John Hopkins Uni-
versity. Cunha, Eraslan and Tang joined Rice as 
part of the initiative to enhance research and 
teaching in economics.

BIOC merges with EEBIO
Effective July 1, the biochemistry and cell biol-
ogy department merged with the ecology and 
evolutionary biology department to create the 
Department of Biosciences, according to Howard 
Hughes Provost George McLendon. The course 
offerings, major advising and research opportuni-
ties remain unaffected. Professor of Biochemistry 
and Cell Biology Janet Braam will be the depart-
ment chair. According to Braam, the merger al-
lows faculty engaged in research and teaching to 
combine into a single department and act more 
synergistically. 

Rossky becomes Dean of Weiss School
Peter Rossky became the new Dean of the 
Weiss School of Natural Sciences on August 1, 
according to Howard Hughes Provost George 
McLendon. Rossky previously served as a pro-
fessor of chemical engineering at the Univer-
sity of Texas, Austin. Rossky is also on the edi-
torial board of the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences.
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When you’re buying 
four textbooks for the 
semester, you will cer-
tainly go out of your 
way to find cheaper 
alternatives.

Sean Lee
Duncan ’16
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After what seemed like a successful Ori-
entation Week, which included discussions 
on the alcohol policy and a Project SAFE ses-
sion addressing sexual violence, one of my 
freshmen approached me and said, “What 
I’ve learned from all of these talks is that it’s 
worse for me to have Everclear in my room 
than it is for me to rape someone.” As an advi-
sor who also sat through the talks in question, 
I realized that my new student had a point. 

Throughout the alcohol discussion, there 
was emphasis (as there rightly should be) on 
the severe consequences of providing hard 
alcohol to minors and the possession of any 
high-proof substances such as Everclear or 
Bacardi 151. And yet, when my new student 
asked during the Project SAFE presentation 
what the consequences were for rape or sex-
ual assault, the response was disturbingly 
vague. Obviously, Rice has very clear sanc-
tions for students charged with sexual assault 
or harassment, as explained in the Code of 
Student Conduct. But a large chunk of that 
presentation was focused primarily on by-
stander prevention, with little mention of the 
consequences for perpetrators, the culture 
that enables that sort of behavior, or the dif-
ficulty that women face in reporting assaults, 
especially in cases of date rape. 

I distinctly remember going through “Girl 
Talk” during my first O-Week. A bunch of 
freshman girls sitting on the floor, listening 
expectantly to the advice handed down from 
one generation of Rice women to the next: 

“Don’t walk around the Outer Loop at 
night in your short skirt and your Miss Amer-
ica makeup.” 

“Have a system with your friends so, if a 
random guy starts grinding up on you at a 
dance floor, they can tell you whether he’s hot 
or not.” 

I, like many other girls, experienced the 
unwanted dance floor groping later on during 
the year, and, interestingly enough, I don’t re-
ally recall whether or not the guy in question 
was hot. What I do remember most vividly 
in that situation was the laughter of the by-
standers. Apparently, it’s hilarious if someone 
comes up to a woman from behind and knocks 
her over two feet by the sheer force of his gyra-
tions. I never got the fucking memo. 

Yes, I agree that teaching girls how to stay 
safe and teaching bystanders how to prevent 
horrible assaults is valuable. To some extent, 
I agree with the comparison of such train-
ing as having burglar alarms to help stave 
off burglars. But at this point, the message 
young women seem to be getting is that in 
order to keep our houses safe, we ought to 
lock ourselves up from dusk ‘til dawn, board 
up our windows and doors and stand at the 
ready with a couple of bodyguards and a 
semiautomatic. 

This is ridiculous. We need to address, on 
an institutional level here at Rice, the exis-
tence of a culture that permits girl after girl 
after girl to be groped and harassed on dance 
floors and cautions girl after girl after girl 
that maybe she should reconsider her choice 
in clothing. These are the things that demon-

strate an utter lack of respect for women, and 
these are the messages that we send young 
women, both subtly and overtly, starting from 
their first days at O-Week up until they gradu-
ate and, sadly, continuing into the world be-
yond the hedges. Everyone likes to think of 
Rice as a bubble that’s safe from the injustices 
of the world, but perhaps we should consider 
that we all bring a little injustice with us as we 
walk through the Sallyport for the first time. 

If we want the women on our campus to 
feel secure in coming forward and reporting 
one of the most despicable and violent crimes 
against humanity, then maybe we should 
work a little harder to create an environment 
that doesn’t implicitly shame them. Maybe if 
they do decide to come forward, we shouldn’t 
go out of our way to caution them about ‘ruin-
ing someone’s life’ or asking if they feel if it’s 
‘worth it’ to take the matter to court. Imagine 
if someone mugged your or stabbed you, and 
that was the response you got from the people 
around you. That would be downright absurd, 
and yet it’s something that women who wish 
to report sexual harassment or violence face 
on a regular basis.

During Project SAFE, one point that was 
made abundantly clear was how sexual as-
sault happens at a much lower rate here at 
Rice than at other college campuses. Well, 
Rice, if you want me to give you a standing 
ovation, that’s not going to happen, because 
touting these statistics as a source of pride is 
a slap in the face to anyone on this campus 
who’s ever experienced sexual harassment, 
assault or rape. An assault on one person is 
an assault on us all and on everything that 
Rice stands for. 
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CUC proposal to limit add/
drops to four after two 

weeks proves misguided  
The Center for Undergraduate Curricu-

lum proposed in April that students be 
limited to four dropped classes between 
weeks two and seven during their four 
years at Rice, with any extra drops being 
indicated by a ‘W’ on their transcript.

The Thresher believes the CUC’s 
proposal does not address difficulties in 
registration at their root and, instead, un-
necessarily penalizes students.

Instead of tailoring a solution specific 
to the problem, the CUC has crafted a poli-
cy that will broadly and negatively impact 
the entire student body. The CUC proposal 
unfairly punishes students with exigent 
circumstances that force them to drop 
classes after the week two add deadline, 
as well as those who drop classes that are 
not at maximum capacity, an action that 
does not contribute to other students’ in-
abilities to register for classes in any way.

If the issue is students front-loading 
their schedules with distribution classes 
they plan to drop, then the CUC should 
focus on changing students’ thought 
processes during registration, not their 
dropping proclivities.

But the real problem is students being 
unable to get the classes they need, and 
the cause, which has conveniently been 
ignored in the CUC’s proposal, is Rice’s 
stagnant number of professors and course 
sections offered, despite a growing under-
graduate population. Students should be 
offended that the administration is placing 
the burden squarely on their shoulders 
for purportedly registering for too many 
classes.

Measures have already been taken that 
discourage over-registration. For example, 
it is now nearly impossible to register for 
more than 20 credit hours. The adminis-
tration should demonstrate effort towards 
changes that would not negatively impact 
students.

More sections of popular Distribution 
II introductory subjects, such as sociol-
ogy, psychology and economics, should 
be offered to ensure that students are able 
to fulfill distribution, while also allowing 
those majoring in the social sciences to 
take the classes they need.

More humanities courses should be 
classified as Distribution I, thereby pro-
viding options for non-humanities majors 
and decluttering popular humanities 
distribution classes.

Students pay for a Rice education. The 
Thresher believes that students should not 
have to worry about another imposition 
on their class selection, especially since 
creating such a burden would not address 
the underlying problems surrounding a 
growing student population and a stag-
nant academic program. The CUC should 
recognize that students need more courses 
and more professors, not more bureau-
cratic restrictions.
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Focus of sexual assault education, 
culture deserves reconsideration

[Rice] touting [its 
sexual violence] sta-
tistics as a source of 
pride is a slap in the 
face to anyone on this 
campus who’s ever 
experienced sexual 
harassment, assault 
or rape.

What was your 
biggest mistake during 

Syllabus Week? 
“Being an architecture student.”
– Marcel Merwin, Photo Editor

“Using my happy hour party to 
pregame the pregame to the 
pregame for Martel party.”
– Christine Jeong, Copy Editor

“Not going to Christine’s happy 
hour.”
– Miles Kruppa, Editor in Chief

“My freshman little brother is 
already cooler than I am.”
– Sarah Nyquist, Sports Designer

“Throwing up in the Jones Stair-
well.”
– Kaylen Strench,  A&E Editor

“Undergoing the tramautic experi-
ence of add/dropping a double-
major in the span of three days.”
– Tina Nazerian, Assistant News Editor

“Midtown.”
– Reed Thornburg, Backpage Editor

“Not taking enough stuff from the 
Hanszen B&P. I only have three 
pieces of furniture.”
– Aruni Ranaweera, News Designer

“Expecting Syllabus Week to be 
like it was freshman year. You only 
get one Syllabus Week, not four.”
– Anita Alem, Assistant News Editor

“Being sober at pub.”
– Yasna Haghdoost, News Editor

“Left my water bottle in a class I 
dropped. The drinking fountains 
have gained another worshipper.”
– Mitch Mackowiak, Opinions Editor

“Sharing too many cups. I think 
I’m sick...”
– Andrew Ta, News Editor

“Drinking eight straight nights in 
a row.”
– Evan Neustater, Sports Editor

“I didn’t make any mistakes this 
week. I’m a good girl ;)”
– Claire Elestwani, Art Director

Ask the stAff
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The editors’ picks 
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best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston.

Baker College junior Emma Terrell prepares for her annual placement audition at the Shepherd School of Music. Students are required to play 
several short assigned excerpts to demonstrate their musical and technical ability to a panel of Shepherd faculty. Auditions determine which chair 
the students will have in Orchestra and whether or not they will have solo opportunities. 

Marcel Merwin/Thresher

MUSIs audition for chair placement
by Kaylen Strench

Arts & Entertainment Editor

Syllabus week has a reputation for be-
ing a period of relative ease; a chance for 
students to settle back into the college rou-
tine and reconnect with friends. However, 
while you may have spent long hours upon 
arrival lounging at the pool, you might not 
have realized that one group on campus has 
been slaving away. The Shepherd School of 
Music majors hit the ground running this 
past week in preparation for the highly 
rigorous placement auditions: ten minutes 
during which students must play in front 
of a faculty panel to determine their posi-
tions amongst their peers for the year. While 
a good performance can help students 
achieve coveted positions like Concert Mas-
ter or First Chair, a poor audition can have 
harsh consequences.

Students play eight to ten short excerpts 
from pieces they will work on later in the 
year, and they must get them down cold be-
fore the first week of classes. 

“We get the music in mid-July, and per-
sonally I began practicing the instant I got 
the excerpts in the mail,” Emma Terrell, a 
junior percussionist from Baker College, 
said. “You have to practice the pieces mul-
tiple, multiple times because you’re playing 
in front of your Maestro, and you don’t want 
to look stupid in front of him, especially 
since that may be the only time he’s going 
to hear you play solo for that entire year.”

Though Shepherd students already prac-
tice three to four hours a day on average, 
Terrell said she practices as much as six and 
a half hours before placement auditions.

Because of the high stakes of the audi-
tions, Shepherd students clearly face a tre-
mendous amount of pressure to succeed. 
Jorie Butler-Geyer, a junior violinist at Sid 
Richardson College, said she deals with the 
stress by reminding herself that while her 
performance is important, the panel does 
try to judge students holistically. 

“I keep trying to tell myself that its not 
really a reflection of you as a whole, it’s 
10 minutes of your life,” Butler-Geyer said. 
“Also, I know a lot of these faculty members 
beyond my audition; we have history, and 
they know my ability and how much I’ve im-
proved from when they heard me last.”

As for the nerve-wracking period actu-
ally playing for the panel, Terrell and But-
ler-Geyer noted that musicians have to fig-
ure out their best tactics for keeping a cool 
head.

“I mean, I admit that once or twice I’ve 
broken down in front of [the Maestro],” Ter-
rell said. “Everyone has to figure out their 
thing to deal with nerves. Personally, I just 
close my eyes before I play a particular 
piece, get the tempo and rhythms, visualize 
what I’m about to do and then play.” 

Terrell also said many music students 
rely on taking beta-blockers before perform-
ing to slow their heart rate and prevent their 
fingers from trembling.

Both students agreed that while the audi-
tions are inherently competitive, Shepherd 
is an incredibly supportive environment. 

“Everyone really wants you to succeed 
and play what you want to play,” Terrell 
said. “They’re going to help you leverage 
your strengths, because they want you to be 
at your best.” 

Terrell also said Shepherd often gives 
students choice in the kind of music they 
play in order to help them best demonstrate 
their ability. 

Butler-Geyer said the competition is also 
tempered by the fact that students are at dif-
ferent levels, a truth that is understood and 
appreciated. 

“I spend a lot of time with the other mu-
sicians, so I have an idea of how I measure 
up,” Butler-Geyer said. “I know there are 
master and doctoral students that sound 
amazing, which just reminds me how much 
more I have left to go. It’s just not really 
competitive because most of these people 
are my friends, and I want them to do well. I 
know there are these people that will end up 
doing better, but I just got to do me.”

Butler-Geyer also discussed how she felt 
about the fact that a lot of Rice students do 
not know much about the particular chal-
lenges Shepherd students face. 

“I don’t think a lot of people understand 
that MUSIs need to practice multiple hours 
a day, every day,” Butler-Gyer said. “I might 
take a break one day a week or if I’m injured, 
but otherwise it’s not really a part of my life 
I can turn off – it’s constant. The people I’m 
really close to get it, like ‘Okay, you have 
practice, see you in six hours!’ It’s really the 
same as everyone else doing their problem 
sets – you sit down, maybe cry a little bit, 
and then you have to get it done.”

The Shepherd students will find out their 
placements this week. So perhaps when you 
see your MUSI friends, pat them on the back 
and wish them luck. Regardless of their 
performance or instrument, it’s safe to say 
Shepherd life isn’t for the faint of heart. 

Pasha adds 
Turkish spin to 
Middle Eastern 

favorites
by Walden Pemantle

For the Thresher

Pasha stands in a converted house 
along University Boulevard on the out-
skirts of Rice Village. Though the quaint 
Turkish eatery may look uninteresting 
from the outside, inside, red walls deco-
rated with paintings and china set the 
backdrop for a much more charming meal 
than the restaurant’s dirty awning and 
neon signs would have you think.

As our party sat down, the wait staff 
was courteous and attentive, quickly fill-
ing and refilling our drinks and offering 
descriptions of the more exotic items on 
the menu. While some of their suggestions 
fell flat (the Turkish ice tea and Gazoz 
soda turned out to be nearly identical 
to American ice tea and Sprite), we were 
pleased with the speed and friendliness of 
all the waiters. 

The appetizers arrived accompanied by 
a basket of house-made bread resembling 
a cross between pita and focaccia. Dot-
ted with sesame seeds, the bread paired 
excellently with the various dips we or-
dered. The lebni, tabouli, zatar and baba 
ghanoush are all particularly noteworthy: 
The baba ghanoush is creamy and full of 
smoky paprika flavor; the lebni, a type 
of cheese made from drained yogurt, and 
tabouli both have a satisfying tang; the 
zatar, a seasoning made from sumac and 
sesame served with oil, strikes a fine bal-
ance between its components, lending it 
a zesty flavor that pairs well with nearly 
everything on the table. 

Beyond the dips, the appetizers are 
more hit-or-miss. The eggplant salad has 
an unappealing mushy texture, and the 
lentil soup is well-textured but too salty. 
The ezme salad, though, is much better. 
Traditionally a mixture of hot peppers, 
tomato and walnuts, Pasha’s take has an 
extra dose of vinegar that adds a pleasant 
kick to the dish. The dolmas, as well, are a 
cut above the norm, stuffed with a sweet 
blend of pine nuts, raisins and perfectly 
cooked rice. 

The entree menu offers a number of 
sandwiches and platters, most of which 
involve traditional Turkish preparations 
of beef, chicken or lamb. Shrimp, salmon 
and tilapia are also available, and while 
the selections are few, the menu does con-
tain a small vegetarian section. 

NEW girL
Since the Rice theater season is not yet 
in full swing, take a night on the town 
and see Bayou City Concert Musical’s 
“New Girl in Town,” winner of five To-
nys. A light-hearted drama cast with 
top-notch local actors, it’s sure to be 
a crowd pleaser. The show is playing 
Sept. 4-7 at Heinen Theater, and tickets 
are available online.

Heinen Theater
3517 Austin St.

brad paiSLEY
You have months until Rodeo – wait 
it out by seeing Brad Paisley this Sat-
urday, Sept. 6 at 7 p.m. at the Cyn-
thia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. Pais-
ley is a king of country music with 
three Grammys, 14 CMAs and many 
other awards. Don’t miss the chance 
to spend the night with a legend.

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
2005 Lake Robbins Dr.
woodlandscenter.org

pub CraWL
Food trucks. Live music. Street 
art. Booze. What’s a student not 
to like? Check out the third annu-
al EaDo Pub Crawl Friday, Sept. 
5, 5 - 11 p.m. The tour kicks off at 
8th Wonder Brewery and contin-
ues to Lucky’s, Mojeaux’s, Neil’s 
Bahr and Little Woodrow’s. 
Drink specials at every stop.

8th Wonder Brewery
2202 Dallas St. 

viva braziL
The annual Houston Brazil festival 
boasts live music from internation-
al and local bands, traditional Bra-
zilian cuisine – from empanadas 
to gourmet hot dogs – and a taste 
of Brazilian art and culture. This 
eight-hour celebration is Saturday, 
Sept. 6, 2 - 10 p.m. Tickets are $10.

Jones Plaza
600 Louisiana St.
brazilianarts.org

0see PASHA, page 7

Recommended Appetizers
Baba ghanoush – Chargrilled pureed 
eggplant, tahini, garlic and olive oil.
Tabouli – A mixture of cracked wheat 
with green onions, parsley and toma-
toes.

Recommended Entrees
Doner kebab – Tender lamb and beef 
marinated, stacked on a rotisserie and 
broiled, served over white rice.
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Latent lies of the police procedural
by Kaylen Strench

Arts & Entertainment Editor

For a while now, I have wanted to become 
a criminal attorney, so I naturally love cop 
shows. This summer in particular was stock 
full of Netflix binges of top-notch detective 
mysteries such as The Killing, Law and Order 
and the zany Twin Peaks. I watch them the way 
you eat potato chips: with great joy and very 
little thought. You know the plot – the grue-
some crime scene, the forensics that narrow 
down the suspect, the interrogations and, my 
personal favorite, the trial. It’s thrilling, it’s 
mentally stimulating and, most of all, it leaves 
the viewer with the satisfying feeling that the 
world is just. Cop shows are addictive because 
they allow the viewer to enter a realm that is 
distinctly private yet completely essential to 
society – an illusion that can be substituted for 
the harsh realities and inequalities of the real-
life criminal justice system.

Now, I need to say that I do not discredit the 
intelligence of the American people enough to 
think they truly believe the TV police proce-
dural is a completely accurate representation 
of real public servants. However, the more I’ve 
thought about it, the more I’ve realized how 
many subtle aspects of Law and Order I my-
self have assimilated into my conception of 
the U.S. legal system. And this is inherently 

problematic, because police procedure, unlike 
other aspects of American life, is largely hid-
den away from the public eye. In fact, Law and 
Order may be the only forum many people have 
to understand the way the criminal justice sys-
tem works, and if it is flawed or too rosy, then 
the American people and policymakers may 
never have the impetus to begin the conversa-
tion to reform it.

For instance, while complexity is a neces-
sity of entertaining mysteries, the moral di-
chotomy of most cop shows is pretty cliche. 
The police and prosecutors are the good guys, 
the criminals are the bad guys. The criminals 
are often framed as villains who make evil, im-
moral decisions, and the police are the heroes 
that lock them away. As the recent Ferguson 
events have demonstrated, this dichotomy is 
terribly flawed. There are bad cops, good cops, 
bad judges, convicts driven by life to commit 
terrible crimes, criminals who are wrongly con-
victed: The list goes on. For instance, the Inno-
cence Project reports that there have been 317 
post-conviction DNA exonerations in the U.S., 
18 of which served time on death row. The Chi-
cago Police Department was recently forced to 
conduct an internal investigation due to mass 
reports of police coercing prisoners into false 
confessions. Judges have been convicted for re-
ceiving kickbacks for unfairly sentencing peo-
ple to fill private prisons. Further, as a Harris 

County D.A. I spoke with told me, many crimes 
are committed against people with equally 
long criminal records, or gang violence may 
lead a person to commit a crime to protect his 
or her family.

In reality, it seems there is often a fine line 
between the morality of the people in the jail 
cell and the people standing outside of it. This 
is not to say that our system is corrupted be-
yond repair or that there aren’t wonderful 
public servants, but it does mean there are 
important changes to the system that need to 
be made. The simple formula of the average 
police procedural is dangerous, because it 
discourages people with little exposure to the 
problems of the real system from questioning 
its injustices.

Shows need to take their cue from The Wire, 
a detective show lauded for its accuracy and 
focus on addressing social issues. Instead of 
purely framing the police procedural as fan-
tastical and idealistic, it would be great if it 
could be used as a means to raise awareness 
about flaws in the system. And what’s not en-
tertaining about corrupt judges, overzealous 
police officers and conviction-happy prosecu-
tors? However, I realize this may be too much 
to ask of television producers. Instead I will say 
to you, the reader: If you love detective myster-
ies as much as I do, that’s fantastic, but please, 
watch intelligently and critically.

Of the various meat offerings, the do-
ner kebab was by far the best. Whether 
served on a sandwich or over rice, the 
shaved lamb and beef is well-cooked and 
exemplary of the bold flavors that can be 
made using the traditional Middle East-
ern rotisserie technique. The lamb and 
chicken kebab are also seasoned with 
skill, while the adanas, which are shred-
ded meat kebabs mixed with yogurt and 
formed into sausages, range from interest-
ing to off-putting due to what tastes like 
an overdose of cinnamon.

By the time we finished the entrees, 
the dining room was full of chatting cus-
tomers. The service remained prompt de-
spite the wave of new diners. Our waitress 
brought our dessert – a plate of baklava 
that was, unfortunately, too small and too 
dry – along with complimentary tea for the 
table, which was good but came served 
in hot glass vials that one member of my 
party described as “authentic but imprac-
tical.”

We agreed, however, that the food was 
quite good, and the charming decor of 
the revamped house and reasonable bill 
(which came to just under $20 per person) 
make Pasha an excellent place to bring a 
date or a couple of friends looking for a 
tasty take on Middle Eastern cooking.

0PASHA 
from page 6
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 This Week in Entertainment By Sophie Newman and Kaylen Strench

courtesy hBo

They Came Together 
 

Joel (Paul Rudd) and Molly (Amy Poehler) unex-
pectedly get together...and break up...and then get 
back together again in this rom-com satire, out on 
DVD this week. The film, which premiered at the 2014 
Sundance Festival, masterfully pokes fun at this stale 
genre. With this expert comic duo, you really can  
never go wrong. 

courtesy fox

The Longest Week 
 

Unemployed, wealthy bachelor Conrad Valmont 
(Jason Bateman) is coasting through his New York life 
of leisure until an unwelcome wake-up call leaves him 
homeless with frozen expense accounts. Forced to 
move in with his artist friend, Dylan (Billy Crudup), he 
finds solace in the pursuit of an attractive, young debu-
tante named Beatrice (Olivia Wilde). 

courtesy viking adult courtesy nettwerk records courtesy gravitas ventures

courtesy lionsgate entertainment

Albumbook In ThEATErs

Tv show DvD

Soft Friday - The Coves

This promising debut album from alternative band 
The Coves is making waves all over the music inter-
webs. Duo Beck Wood and John Ridgard released 
singles for several years, taking their time to put to-
gether the carefully-constructed Soft Friday. Pick it up 
for some great, upbeat tracks with a casual, psyche-
delic vibe. 

Tv show

The Secret Place - Tara French

New York Times best-selling novelist Tana French re-
turns with her newest mystery, The Secret Place. This time 
around, the Dublin Murder Squad reopens a stale investi-
gation on the killing of a popular boarding school student. 
Drama and suspense ensue as one detective develops a 
personal stake in the investigation, and evidence begins 
to point to a rather nasty clique of boarding school girls.

Boardwalk Empire 
 

Winner of 17 Emmy awards, this much-anticipated 
fifth and final season of the acclaimed crime drama re-
turns to HBO this Sunday, Sept. 7. Steve Buscemi stars 
as Nucky Thompson (based on the historical figure 
Enoch L. Johnson), a notorious political mobster who 
rose to power in Atlantic City during the prohibition 
period. 

Utopia 
 

Reality TV-aholics rejoice: Big Brother creator John 
De Mol’s newest social experiment challenges 14 
strangers to create an ideal community in Middle-of-
Nowhere, U.S.A. with little to no resources. More than 
5,000 hopefuls applied to be part of the lucky few to 
join TV’s newest society. Premieres on FOX, Sunday, 
Sept. 7.
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Women’s soccer 
wins against         

Lamar,  LSU in 
shutouts

by Michael Kidd
Thresher Staff

The Rice University women’s soccer 
team went on the road this past weekend to 
play two non-conference matches against 
Lamar University and Louisiana State Uni-
versity. The Owls secured their first win of 
the season against Lamar and followed up 
with a second win by defeating the LSU 
Tigers. The Owls improved to 2-1-1 on the 
season. 

On Friday night, the Owls traveled to 
Beaumont, Texas in their first of two week-
end games. In nearly 20 mph winds and 
a constant downpour, Rice fought off the 
wet conditions to defeat Lamar 2-0, giving 
them their first win of the season. 

After a scoreless first half of the game, 
the Owls came out in the second half look-
ing to score. The first goal came in the 71st 
minute when junior forward Holly Har-
greaves found the back of the net for her 
first goal of the 2014 season. Hargreaves 
connected for her second goal of the con-
test just nine minutes later. 

Following the victory, the Owls headed 
to Baton Rouge, La. to play LSU. Rice held a 
9-1 corner kick advantage and senior goal-
keeper Amy Czyz only needed to make one 
save the entire game. Having played more 
than 80 minutes of soccer at a 0-0 dead-
lock, the game looked like it was headed 
into overtime. The Owls quickly changed 
that, however. Senior midfielder Quinny 
Truong took a corner kick in the 86th min-
ute of play, and freshman Samantha Chai-
ken connected on the header for her first 
career goal and the clinching score. Senior 
goalkeeper Amy Czyz secured her 20th ca-
reer shutout, breaking a Rice school record. 

Head Coach Nicky Adams said she was 
pleased with the effort her team displayed 
against a quality Southeastern Conference 
opponent on the road. 

“You always love a game winner in soc-
cer, and we got one,” Adams said. “Any-
time you beat an SEC opponent on their 
own turf, it’s even better. [I] couldn’t be 
any prouder at this moment.” 

Chaiken said having her first career 
goal clinch the win was an incredible way 
to start her career at Rice.

“It was getting late in the game, and 
we really wanted to score a goal to prevent 
heading to overtime,” Chaiken said. “I got 
a great cross in and put a good head on it. 
It was an amazing feeling to send us home 
with that goal.” 

Czyz said she loves how Rice embraces 
the opportunity to play major NCAA soccer 
programs such as LSU and noted the confi-
dence they have going into not only those 
games but all future games this year.

“The entire game, we played 
awesome[ly],” Czyz said. “We love playing 
teams like LSU because we want to compete 
with these schools as much as possible. We 
keep our confidence high and play full on 
every time we head out on the field.” 

The Owls return home to Holloway Field 
this upcoming weekend to face Vanderbilt 
University and Texas A&M University, Cor-
pus Christi. Friday’s game is scheduled for 
7 p.m. on Sept. 5, and Sunday’s match is at 
1 p.m. on Sept. 7. 

by Maddy Adams
Sports Editor

On August 8, a federal judge handed down 
a landmark decision that could drastically 
impact the future of collegiate athletics. U.S. 
District Judge Claudia Wilken ruled the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association must 
allow colleges to pay athletes.

The judge’s injunction will go into ef-
fect August 1, 2015. Her order overrules the 
NCAA’s regulation prohibiting colleges from 
paying student athletes and allows schools 
to offer student athletes trusts funds that can 
be accessed after graduation. The scope of 
her decision, however, is limited to Division 
I men’s basketball and football players in the 
top 10 wealthiest conferences. Judge Wilken’s 
decision further authorizes that the NCAA 
could cap the amount players are paid, but 
the cap could be no less than $5,000 per year 
of play. 

The judge’s ruling was in response to a 
lawsuit filed five years ago by former student 
athletes led by Ed O’Bannon. In July 2009, 
O’Bannon, a former UCLA basketball player, 
filed a class action antitrust lawsuit against 
the NCAA after seeing his likeness in an EA 

Sports videogame. O’Bannon did not under-
stand why others could profit from his like-
ness while he received nothing years after he 
finished his education.

 Judge Wilken found the NCAA to be in 
violation of antitrust laws and ruled in favor 
of O’Bannon. She based her decision on the 
profits realized by the multibillion dollar col-
lege sports industry and the reality that the 
existent regulations ensure players do not re-
ceive anything from the profit they generate 
or the subsequent use of their name or image.

 The NCAA claims the ruling could com-
promise their current business model and 
violates their principles of amateurism. The 
organization is expected to immediately pur-
sue an appeal of the controversial decision.

The NCAA and its supporters believe that 
paying players would undermine the integri-
ty of collegiate athletics. The NCAA feels the 
value of a college education trumps a poten-
tial salary. Furthermore, prospective students 
could hire agents and commit to schools 
based on potential income rather than the 
quality of each program.

Rice Athletic Director Joe Karlgaard said, 
while he supports the NCAA, he sympathizes 
with O’Bannon and believes both the princi-

ples of amateurism and the rights of student 
athletes can be maintained. 

“I can understand and empathize with 
O’Bannon,” Karlgaard said. “I believe in the 
amateur model, and the ruling the O’Bannon 
case helps preserve that in its limits.”

Karlgaard said Rice stands behind the prin-
ciples of amateurism.

“Rice athletes are students first,” said Karl-
gaard. “ We support the amateur model.”

Paying players could also put smaller uni-
versities at a disadvantage. Critics of the deci-
sion state that schools with larger endowments 
could offer higher player salaries than schools 
with limited budgets. Other less profitable sports 
could also suffer, as their funding could be si-
phoned to pay basketball and football players. 

The O’Bannon ruling has already impacted 
how coaches, players and spectators feel about 
college athletics. 

According to Karlgaard, the focus of 
Rice Athletics will not change in face of the 
O’Bannon ruling despite its already broad im-
pact on NCAA athletics.

“My job is the same,” said Karlgaard. “I am 
trying to generate more interest in the program. 
My job is to position Rice as a model for amateur 
athletics, and I am confident we can do that.”

NCAA faces legislation changes 

Big Ten

$310 million

$303 million

$293 million

$270 million

$262 million

$26.5 million

Top Athletic 
Conferences’ 
Annual 
Revenue

Annual income data courtesy of Forbes.com

Rice Lamar2 0
Rice LSU1 0
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A “dig” is when a player suc-
cessfully receives an attacked 
ball. A player’s digs are record-

ed in digs per set. Senior Daniela 
Arenas holds the highest digs per set this sea-

son. Arenas averages 3.36 digs per set.

Dig

A “block” is when one or more 
players stop the ball as it 

crosses the net and scores 
a point. A player’s blocks 

are recorded in blocks per set. This season, 
senior Jillian Humphrey boasts the most 

blocks per set with 1.3.

Block

A player makes an 
“assist” when she 
passes or sets a ball to a 
teammate who gets a kill. 

Sophomore Sara Blasier holds the highest assists 
per set this season. Blasier averages 10.36 assists 
per set.

Assist

In volleyball, a “kill” is an attack that is 
not returnable by the opposing team. 
A player’s kills are typically record-
ed in kills per set. This season, 

sophomore Leah Mikesky boasts the high-
est kills per set. Mikesky averages 3.64 
kills per set.

Volleyball wins two in season opener
by Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

Rice University women’s volleyball host-
ed their annual season opener, the Rice Invi-
tational, this past weekend. On Friday, Rice 
swept University of California, Davis. They 
then suffered a close 3-2 loss to the Univer-
sity of Louisiana, Lafayette on Saturday, 
followed by a final game between Rice and 
California State University, Fresno in which 
Rice achieved a 3-0 victory. Next weekend, 
Rice heads to the North Carolina State tour-
nament where they will face North Carolina 
State, Connecticut and Toledo in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 

The season opener featured strong per-
formances from veterans like middle back 
senior Jillian Humphrey and defense spe-
cialist junior Kimberly Vaio as well as solid 
play from freshman outside hitter Shelby 
Livingstone. Other standout play came from 
sophomore outside hitter Leah Mikesky and 
sophomore setter Sara Blasier. Mikesky and 
Blasier made the Rice Invitational all-tourna-

ment team.
Head Coach Genny Volpe said, in the 

Saturday morning game against Louisiana, 
Rice suffered from poor play. Volpe added 
that they improved greatly in the final game 
against Fresno State.

“I was really happy with the team this 
evening because this morning was pretty 

sloppy and undisciplined,” Volpe said. “We 
went and watched film of ourselves from this 
morning before tonight’s match to see their 
mistakes, and from the very first point you 
could see them making the changes.”

Volpe credited the final victory to Rice’s 
disciplined defense. She said the team played 
with confidence and well-placed aggression.

“We were so much more disciplined on 
defense,” Volpe said. “We weren’t second 
guessing and stuck to our game plan. The 
bottom line is we didn’t hesitate and played 
super aggressive.”

Volpe said she is pleased with the results 
of the season opener. She said the team 
showed a remarkable ability to overcome 
challenges. She added that last year the team 
tended to struggle when faced with difficult 
games. 

“Our coaching staff was extremely proud 
how we handled a little bit of adversity to-
wards the end of that second set,” Volpe 
said. “Those were moments last year where 
we sometimes struggled, but tonight we 
showed great resolve.”

Games this Week
Sports Calendar

Volleyball
at North Carolina 

State, Sept. 5, 6 p.m.
 Sept. 6 vs. Connecticut, 9 

a.m.; vs. Toledo, 4 p.m.

The Owls (2-1) play in the NC 
State tournament this weekend.

5-6

Soccer
vs. Texas A&M, 

Corpus Christi
Sept. 7, 1 p.m.

The Owls play in-state rival 
Texas A&M-CC on Sunday at 
home. Rice looks to improve its re-
cord against the Islanders (1-1-1).

7

Soccer
vs. Vanderbilt, 

Sept. 5, 7 p.m.    
                  

All students who attend this 
game will be entered in a raffle 
to purchase tickets to the football 
game aganst Texas A&M on Sept. 
13 for half price.

5

Volleyball 
Terms Cheat 

Sheet

Kill

Rice UC Davis3 0
Rice ULL

2 3
Rice Fresno 

State3 0
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HELP WANTED

Ad Reps
Office Manager

Online Specialist

The Rice Thresher business 
department is hiring: 

jobs.financial-
aid.rice.edu

Football falls to 
Notre Dame

by Evan Neustater
Sports Editor

The Rice University football team took on 
the University of Notre Dame Fighting Irish 
this weekend, losing in a 48-17 decision.

The Owls gave up the first score of the 
game with 6:02 remaining in the first quar-
ter but answered quickly as redshirt junior 
quarterback Driphus Jackson found sopho-
more wide receiver Zach Wright for a touch-
down. The close score would not last long, 
however, as Notre Dame scored two touch-
downs in the last 2:33 of the first half to ride 
a 28-10 lead going into halftime.

The second half was not much better for 
the Owls, who were outscored 20-7 in the fi-
nal half. Notre Dame’s offensive production 
was due in large part to the performance 
of junior quarterback Everett Golson, who 
threw for 295 yards and two touchdowns 
while also rushing for 41 yards and three 
scores.

Despite recording 367 yards of total of-
fense, the Owls had difficulty finding ways 
to score, scoring only two touchdowns and 
one field goal. Senior kicker James Hairston 
missed a 40-yard kick in the rain, and the rest 
of the offense only found the endzone twice.

Quarterback Driphus Jackson finished 
with 161 yards passing and a touchdown, 
while also leading the team in rushing 
with 61 yards. Sophomore backup quarter-
back Tyler Stehling entered the game in the 
fourth quarter and immediately threw a 53-
yard touchdown pass to true freshman wide 
receiver James Mayden, giving both players 
their first career touchdowns. Stehling fin-
ished the game going 2/2 for 63 yards with 
the one touchdown.

The Owls have a bye next week and will 
prepare for the showdown against in-state 
power Texas A&M University. The game will 
be on Saturday, Sept. 13 at 8 p.m. in College 
Station and will broadcast nationally on 
ESPN2.

Rice students from across campus went to Willy’s Pub on Saturday, August 30 to watch Rice take on Notre 
Dame. Pub was packed with Rice students cheering on their football team. The Owls fell to the Fighting 
Irish 48-17 in South Bend, Indiana in the first game of the 2014 season.

Rallying the 
Student Body

Courtesy James Kittleman



#RICEbucketchallenge The 
Bar

First Year Programs an-
nounces that next year all 
water balloons used in the 
water balloon fight will in-
stead be filled with helium. 

Friday morning, Baker 
College freshman overheard 
saying, “I’m never drinking 
again after last night.”

 
McMurtry College junior 

Cesar Udave successfully 
moves one seat closer to be-
ing directly behind the girl 
of his dreams in LING 200.

 
Saturday morning, Baker 

College freshman overheard 
saying, “I literally never 
want to smell whipped-
cream TAAKA ever again in 
my life. I’m never drinking 
again after last night.”

 
McMurtry College fresh-

man drops LING 200. Udave 
is devastated.

 
What’s Cooking? Chef 

Roger dishes the sauce.
 
Sunday morning, Baker 

College freshman overheard 
saying “No but like seri-
ously, this time I’m serious, 
I’m never drinking alcohol 
again. Wait. Did you say to-
morrow is Labor Day?”

All the headlines unfit to print

The Backpage is satire and written by Reed Thornburg, and this week Andrew Stout and Dennis Budde collaborated. For comments or questions, please email turnt@rice.edu. 

the Rice ThresherBACKPAGE12 Wednesday, September 3, 2014

WanteD
Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training 
is paid, and we pay for travel. Email your 
resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

Tutors needed immediately! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for Middle & High School 
Math, Natural & Social Science, Foreign 
Language, and Humanities. Reliable trans-
portation required. Pay $25-40/hr based 
on experience. Contact 832-428-8330 and 
email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
12 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

classifieds @rice.edu
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