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Sid Richardson College junior Maddie Camp and Lovett College freshmen Belle Harris and 
Bridget Schilling show their support for victims and survivors of sexual assault on college cam-
puses at Take Back the Night, an international travelling candlelight vigil. 

Students support victims and 
survivors of sexual assault 

Frankie Huang/tHresHer
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Rice baseball sweeps Tulane and 
looks to finish conference sched-
ule on winning note.

Undergrads 
petition for 
upper-level 

language 
classes

EMS proposes guaranteed housing for in-charges
by ANIta Alem

ThResheR Staff

The Rice University Emergency 
Medical Services presented a pro-
posal to the Student Association 
that would guarantee on-campus 
housing for two In-Charges/In-
Charge Trainees per college.

EMS member Nitin Agrawal 
and Patrick McCarthy, REMS cap-
tain and Baker senior, presented 
the proposal at the SA meeting on 
April 9. EMS proposes that “the two 
individuals with the longest time 
of service within Rice EMS will be 
guaranteed housing at their cur-
rent residential college; the col-
leges that do not have two IC/ICTs 

are required to offer housing to one 
individual from another residential 
college determined [by] a rotating 
schedule based on founding or-
der.”

“For example, if Hanszen [Col-
lege] had three IC/ICTs, two of 
them would be guaranteed [hous-
ing] at Hanszen, and then the third 
one would be required to be of-
fered housing by Baker,” Agrawal, 
a Senator and sophomore at Baker 
College, said. “After Baker offers 
housing, regardless of the out-
come, Baker goes to the bottom of 
the list and then [the] next IC/ICT 
who needs housing at a different 
college would be offered it by Will 
Rice [College] and so on.”

SA President Ravi Sheth said 
constructive debate and discussion 
is necessary before proposals are 
passed, and he stressed the impor-
tance of taking this legislation back 
to the colleges for in-depth discus-
sion.

“Sometimes you need concrete 
proposals on the table to consider 
alternatives that could be benefi-
cial, for example, the alternative 
proposal of guaranteeing all (and 
not just two) ICs,” Sheth, a Martel 
College junior, said. “At the meet-
ing next week, Senate will be able 
to vote to pass this resolution, re-
ject this resolution or table [this] 
resolution to allow for a new pro-
posal to be introduced at the begin-

ning of the year. This is a decision 
that is up to the Senate, and ulti-
mately, the will of each of the col-
leges.”

According to Agrawal, EMS is 
concerned that the current situa-
tion in which ICs are not guaran-
teed on-campus housing may im-
pact the response time. Next year, 
two ICs will be living off campus.

“Rice EMS is able to respond to 
calls within five minutes while [the 
Houston Fire Department] has a re-
sponse rate close to 12-15 minutes,” 
Agrawal said. “The only reason why 
Rice EMS is able to have such short 
response rate is because the In-
Charges, one of which is required to 

by Molly ChIu
SeNIoR EdItoR 

Martel College senior Helene Dick 
will be the first student Convocation 
speaker, representing the class of 2014 
at the commencement ceremony on Fri-
day, May 16.

“It’s an incredible opportunity to 
give a voice from the undergraduate 
perspective,” Dick said.

All graduating seniors were invited 
to apply for the speech, and then a 
selection committee composed of stu-
dents and faculty chose a winner based 
on qualities like creativity and relat-
ability. Former Student Association 

President Yoonjin Min, who chaired 
the committee, said they chose Dick be-
cause her speech had a unifying theme 
and shared personal anecdotes while 
also appealing to a broad audience.

“It also helps that Helene is a fan-
tastic speaker,” Min said. “She has 
done so much for Rice University in her 
many roles on campus, but most nota-
bly in her work with Willy’s Pub, saving 
a long-standing Rice tradition.”

Dick said her speech, which has 
the working title “What It Means to 
Be a Freshman,” will touch on what it 
means to start fresh after graduation 
and what she sees as a unifying factor 
in the undergraduate experience.

“The topic of my speech is rooted 
in my experiences this past year as a 
senior and what it means to be a senior 
on the verge of your next stage in life,” 
Dick said. “My goal was to touch on the 
joy but also the tension that surrounds 
such a big moment like graduation.”

Dick said she believes the addition 
of a student speaker to the commence-
ment ceremony has the potential to be-
come an important Rice tradition.

“Rice is very much a student-run 
place,” Dick said. “It’s for students by 
students. It’s important to add a stu-
dent piece to the ceremony. It feels very 
Rice to me, and I’m incredibly honored. 
It feels very surreal.”

Helene Dick to give student Convocation speech

by TINa NazeRIaN
ThResheR Staff

A group of students is raising 
concerns that 300-level courses for 
several languages will not be of-
fered next fall. 

Brown College junior Sarah Fra-
zier has written a letter, signed by 11 
other students, to the Director of the 
Center for the Study of Languages 
Rafael Salaberry about Russian, He-
brew, Korean and Portuguese classes 
not being offered in the fall. 

“Earlier this month, I was sur-
prised to find that there was no third-
year Russian course listed in the fall 
2014 course listings,” Frazier said 
in the letter. “Since third-year Rus-
sian has been offered at this univer-
sity every fall for at least the past 10 
years, I expected that this omission 
was simply due to a delay in updat-
ing the course schedule. However, I 
have been informed that there are no 
plans to offer third-year Russian this 
fall. ”

Frazier said she plans on going 
to the Student Association meeting 
on April 23 with Salaberry and Dean 
of Humanities Nicolas Shumway, 
where she also plans on discussing 
issues about the six-credit-hour first-
year courses. 

According to Salaberry, the CLIC 
has an obligation to use its human 
and fiscal resources in the best man-
ner possible. 

“When reviewing final enroll-
ment numbers over the past ten 
years in each of the 301 language 
courses and the attrition rate from 
202 to 301 courses, the probability of 
enrolling the minimum number of 
students in fall was too low in many 
of our languages,” Salaberry said. 
“Rather than have students upset 
because we need to cancel a class 
they already enrolled in, we felt it 
was more fair to not offer the courses 
in order to allow the students to reg-
ister for courses that will fill their 
schedule.”

Salaberry said the CLIC is not 
required to offer all classes in each 
semester, and it has been in regular 
contact with the Office of the Reg-
istrar and the Office of Academic 
Advising regarding the changes. 
Additionally, Salaberry said the 
CLIC faculty has been informed of 
the ongoing discussion about the 
upcoming changes since January 
2014 and should have been com-
municating with students. 

“With the significant majority of 
registrants for 301 courses coming 
directly from the 202 courses, the 
need to mass-inform is eliminated 
by the faculty communicating the 
program changes directly to the im-
pacted students,” Salaberry said. 

According to Dean of Humani-
ties Nicolas Shumway, upper level 

0see petition, page 4

0see ems, page 3
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Rice bioengineering professor Rebecca Richards-Kortum presents at TEDx RiceU about her re-
search in the field of health and poverty. TEDx RiceU was hosted by Rice Catalyst, Rice’s under-
graduate science research journal.

Rice professors discuss research in campus TEDx event
by jieya wen
thresher staff

Rice Catalyst, the Rice University under-
graduate science research journal, hosted 
the fourth annual TEDx RiceU at Herring Hall 
100 on Saturday, April 12. The speakers in-
cluded Rebecca Richards-Kortum, professor 
of bioengineering, David Dickman, adjunct 
professor of psychology, Cyrus Mody, assis-
tant professor of history, Junghae Suh, as-
sistant professor of bioengineering, Charles 
Chang, lecturer of linguistics, and Nathan 
Jones, postdoctoral research associate of the 
James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy.

“[TEDx RiceU is an] independent TED 
Talk,” Amber Mirajkar, Rice Catalyst co-
editor in chief, said. “It is usually hosted 
officially by individual organizations. [The 
talks] are 15 minutes long about any ideas 
that are worth spreading. We, as an organiza-
tion, host TED by ourselves, but we are under 
their umbrella. We have the same format, a 
general theme, the same amount of time. Our 
theme is sharing the vision.”

According to Mirajkar, a Duncan College 
senior, hosting TEDx RiceU is in accordance 

with Catalyst’s mission of making science 
and research accessible.

“We want for Rice students to get exposed 
to more professors on campus because, 
[most] of the time, not all professors’ re-
search is known to Rice students,” Mirajkar 
said. “Especially for those freshmen and 
sophomores who would like to get into a lab, 
this is a very good venue to learn a little bit.”

Rice Catalyst Co-Editor in Chief Julia Zhao 
said the videos of the talk will be posted on 
the TEDx YouTube channel and will be avail-
able to everyone in the upcoming weeks. 

“[Uploading videos] is part of the require-
ments on hosting TEDx talks,” Zhao, a Lovett 
College junior, said. “We just want to high-
light the really awesome stuff that Rice pro-
fessors are doing to all the people who par-
ticipate and watch our TEDx videos. They’ve 
got a pretty large audience.”

Dickman, professor of neuroscience at 
Baylor College of Medicine and the Director 
of the Neuroscience Program at Rice Univer-
sity, said he enjoyed talking at TEDx RiceU, 
and he would like to get involved in future 
TEDx events to promote discussions on neu-
roscience. His topic in TEDx was about how 
animals use the earth’s magnetic field for 
special location and magnetoreception.

“In fact, to prepare for this talk, I have 
probably watched 50 to 60 TEDx talks to see 
what I should be doing,” Dickman said. “I’d 
love to get involved with Catalyst. One of the 
things we need to do to promote neurosci-
ence is to make the public more aware of the 
breadth and the various aspects of neurosci-
ence and how it pertains to your everyday 
life.”

Dickman said attending TEDx talks helps 
in understand cutting-edge research 

“[TEDx talks] are providing the most cut-
ting-edge knowledge that we have,” Dickman 
said. “[These are] very interesting concepts 
that are challenging us today.”

Duncan College freshman Sam Shadwell 
said he went to TEDx RiceU because he want-
ed to know more about the research that is 
going on at the university level. 

“I think [TEDx] will be a good way to see 
the more interesting research projects that 

are going on at Rice,” Shadwell said.
Shadwell said he thinks the quality of the 

talks vary in TEDx RiceU. 
“I feel the first talk [by Dr. Richards-Kortum] 

is a recycle,” Shadwell said. “I feel I have heard 
that before. The second one [by Dr. Dickman] 
was interesting. I actually wished it was lon-
ger.”

Physics graduate student Apiwat Wisitso-
rasak said TEDx is a good way to know about 
research fields that he is not familiar with. 

“I saw an announcement in the BRC build-
ing, and I saw the speaker profile, and I felt very 
interested,” Wisitsorasak said. “I wanted to 

know what kind of history research [Dr. Mody] 
works on because I have no idea of history.”

According to Mirajkar, apart from hosting 
TEDx RiceU, Rice Catalyst also released its an-
nual publication on April 9. Rice Catalyst is also 
working on an international journal with other 
universities. 

“We are also doing an international journal 
now with Oxford, Cambridge, Princeton, UC 
Berkeley, Duke, Harvard and Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis,” Mirajkar said. “It is going 
to be online. Our online edition will be coming 
out in late summer. All the journals will submit 
their best work.”

“We want for Rice students to 
get more exposed to more pro-
fessors on campus because,  
[most] of the time, not all 
professors’ research is known 
to Rice students. Especially 
for those freshmen and sopho-
mores who would like to get 
into a lab, this is a very good 
venue to learn a little bit.”

Amber Mirajkar
Rice Catalyst Co-Editor In Chief

Frankie Huang/tHresHer
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be at every call, lives on campus and is able 
to quickly go to any place on campus where 
the call occurs.”

Sheth said the impact this proposal could 
have on the housing selection will be differ-
ent for each college, given the diversity of 
housing-jack guidelines.

“However, I think it is important to rec-
ognize how small of a change this will actu-
ally be — there are usually only [six to eight] 
ICs on campus each year, and many of these 
students already have guaranteed housing,” 
Sheth said. “Ultimately, only a handful of 
students will truly be affected by any guar-

anteed housing proposal, and this number 
is incredibly small in comparison to the total 
number of on-campus students.”

Agrawal said EMS would like for these 
changes to be implemented in fall 2014 if 
the proposal is voted on this year. However, 
Agarwal said REMS is also considering fol-
lowing the Student Association’s  recom-
mendation to expand the legislation next 
year to guarantee all ICs on-campus housing 
instead of two, if the proposal is not passed 
this year. 

“If it does pass, I think it will allow Rice 
EMS to continue to grow,” Agrawal said. 
“Having the Rice EMS leadership team be on 
campus will allow them to focus on not only 
improving patient-care service, but also im-
prove the organization as a whole.”

0ems
from page 1
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For the incoming freshman class of 

2018, the Rice University acceptance rate 
is at a record low of 14 percent, which is 
the lowest it has ever been, according to 
Vice President for Enrollment Chris Mu-
noz. 

Munoz said there were 17,700 appli-
cants, and he attributed the decrease 
in the acceptance rate to this 15 percent 
growth in the number of applicants com-
pared to last year.

“The applicant pool was simply out-
standing,” Munoz said. “There were a 
large number of [applicants] who have 
requested to be on the Rice waitlist, [ap-
proximately] 1,200.”

According to Munoz, the greatest 
growth for Rice applicants was seen in 
the number of  United States citizens, re-
gardless of whether they were Texas resi-
dents or not. 

Munoz said the overall qualifying re-
cords of the applicants, such as their aca-
demic performance and test scores, were 
also an area of imporvement over last 

year.
“A number of our peer universities did 

not improve their applicant pools,” Mu-
noz said. “Among those reported being 
down are: Harvard, Dartmouth, Universi-
ty of Chicago, Vanderbilt and Columbia.”

Munoz said there is currently no evi-
dence that the acceptance rate will in-
crease or decrease further in the near 
future.

Kevin Czachura, a Martel College 
freshman, said he hopes the decrease in 
the admission rate will boost Rice’s na-
tional profile.

“I’m from Indiana, and Rice is essen-
tially unknown there,” Czachura said. “It 
would be great if people back home rec-
ognized the caliber of my university.”

However, Czachura also said that 
maintaining Rice’s status as a smaller, 
less well-known school is also important 
to take into consideration. 

 “At the same time, part of Rice’s charm 
is that it is a relatively well-kept secret on 
a national scale,” Czachura said. 

 IN BRIEF
Rice acceptance rate reaches record low 14 percent

OwlSpark leases Willy’s Pub 
for summer start-up event

by tina nazerian
thresher staff

OwlSpark, Rice University’s startup summer 
accelerator program, will run from May 19 to Au-
gust 15 in Willy’s Pub this summer, according to 
Internal Relations Lead Alisha Zou. 

Zou, a Hanszen College junior, said Owl-
Spark selects approximately 10 startup teams 
through a competitive application process and 
gives them initial seed investments, a summer 
co-working space, a living stipend of $1000, rel-
evant mentorship and any resources they need 
to successfully launch their company. 

“We have an amazing curriculum planned 
out for this upcoming summer, from founder 
CEO talks to personal mentorship to sponsor-
held happy hours, and I’m really excited to hit 
the ground running,” Zou said. 

When OwlSpark was held in the BioScience 
Research Collaborative building last summer, 
the biggest issues were the lack of collaborative 
spaces and inconvenient parking, Zou said. 

“Given Willy’s Pub’s central location on cam-
pus, as well as the ample amount of free, open 
space it provides, we thought that it would be 
a fantastic place for people to share innovative 
ideas and bounce creative thoughts off one an-
other,” Zou said.

According to Zou, people outside of Owl-
Spark were initially skeptical about the location. 

“People initially did not think that an open 
pub area could be conducive to getting the 
creative, entrepreneurial juices flowing, so to 
speak,” Zou said. “But, they really underes-
timated how important it is to have an open, 
comfortable, collaborative space where teams 
can best utilize all their resources, which most 
definitely includes each other.”

Zou said OwlSpark is still finalizing the num-
ber of teams, and the final count ranges any-
where from eight to 10 participating companies. 

“We anticipate Willy’s Pub will only house 
roughly 20 to 25 people, give or take,” Zou said. 
“In addition, we are encouraging all OwlSpark 
team members to utilize the office spaces located 
in the RMC basement adjacent to Willy’s Pub.”

Zou said the OwlSpark team plans on redec-
orating Willy’s Pub to better resemble a produc-
tive co-working space, while retaining the open 
shared spaces for collaboration and discussion.

“Everyone on the leadership team is excited 
and very optimistic to see how this turns out, 
and if this summer turns out to be a success, 
we see no reason to switch it up any further for 
the upcoming summers,” Zou said. “We are op-
timistic that this kind of comfortable, open at-
mosphere will be conducive to fostering the cre-
ative, entrepreneurial spirit we are looking for.” 

Zou said the process of putting additional 
lighting and work spaces in Willy’s Pub will not 
begin until OwlSpark’s lease starts on May 19. 

“We plan on sprucing up electrical resourc-
es, redesigning and refurbishing the existing 
space and creating both collaborative and seg-
mented work areas for the teams to utilize,” Zou 
said. 

Temporary Assistant Managing Director of 
Marketing and Communications for Rice Al-
liance Technology and Entrepreneurship Jay 
Vinekar said as OwlSpark grows, it hopes to find 
a permanent home. 

“Going into the second year of the program, 
testing the co-working style of work at Pub 
brings the accelerator one step closer to finding 
its ideal operating style,” Vinekar said. “More-
over, OwlSpark would like to thank Provost 
[George] McLendon for his support in helping 
the organization secure Willy’s Pub and for pro-
moting the entrepreneurial spirit at Rice.”

William Fernandez, CEO of Phayro Media, a 
company chosen to participate in the accelera-
tor program, said he thinks Willy’s Pub is a great 
location for the accelerator program, and the 
central location makes it more accessible. 

“I think Willy’s [Pub] is a place where we can 
work comfortably with our peers,” Fernandez, 
a Jones College freshman, said. “The only res-
ervations I have about the switch is the BRC is a 
place where one goes to work, whereas the pub 
is a place where one [goes] to relax. If I were to 
have one concern, it would be that those partici-
pating may get too comfortable at Willy’s [Pub], 
and this may affect their total work output.”
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courses in less common languages are based on 
estimates for enrollment. 

“Predictions [for enrollment] depend on how 
these courses have fared in the past,” Shumway 
said. “What we are doing this coming year co-
heres entirely with previous practices.”  

Salaberry said the CLIC does not intend to 
cause any problems with graduation. 

“With that in mind, students cannot major 
or minor in CLIC programs,” Salaberry said. “If 
there are degree programs which require students 
to complete CLIC courses in a specific semester, 
then we need to be alerted to that requirement 
by those departments. We reviewed enrollments 

over 10 years and determined that the likelihood 
of canceling a 301 course due to enrollment num-
bers is less in spring than in fall.”

Wiess College junior Doha Aboul-Fotouh said 
she wished to know about the changes earlier. 

“I would have liked to know about this whole 
system change earlier,” Aboul-Fotouh said. “I 
doubt it started when we heard about it.”

McMurtry College junior Zac Sullivan said he 
was looking into graduating early, but since CLIC 
is not offering Russian 301 next semester, he will 
not be able to fulfill the requirement of five semes-
ters of a language for the Asian Studies major. 

“The students weren’t aware of this until we 
looked on schedule planner to register for the 
fall,” Sullivan said. “The CLIC never told us this 
was their plan, nor have they made it very clear 
what their plan for our language is.”

 The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period April 6 - April 12. This does not rep-
resent the daily crime log required by the Clery Act, which can 
be found at rupd.rice.edu

Residential colleges
Lovett College
Brown College
McMurtry College
Sid Rich College
Baker College
Duncan College
Brown College
Brown College

Other buildlings
Fondren Library
Rayzor Hall
BRC
BRC

April 6
April 7
April 7
April 7
April 9
April 11
April 12
April 12

Criminal Trespass
Criminal Mischief
Theft of bicycle
Theft
Theft
Theft
Liquor law violations
Disorderly conduct

Traffic accident/FSGI
Theft

Other locations
West Lot 2
Rice Stadium

April 7
April 7
April 10
April 11

Criminal trespass
Theft of bicycle
Theft of bicycle
Public intoxication

April 9
April 11

0petition
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Proposed legislation limits 
number of class drops to four

by Sana Yaklur
thresher staff

The Faculty Senate received a proposal 
from the Committee on Undergraduate Cur-
riculum in March to limit the number of 
consequence-free drops a student can have 
during his or her career at Rice, according to 
Faculty Senate Speaker Carl Caldwell.

The proposal would allow students to 
drop a maximum of four classes during 
their time at Rice, Caldwell said. Any further 
dropped classes would be marked as with-
drawals on the student’s transcript, accord-
ing to Caldwell.

The recommendations were proposed to 
give upperclassmen an incentive to realisti-
cally weigh their curriculum needs with the 
demand of challenging courses and extra-
curricular activities so that the students’ ef-
fort and space in high-demand classes will 
not be wasted, CUC Chair and Anthropology 
Professor Susan McIntosh said.

Earlier, the Faculty Senate had requested 
that the CUC started looking into the impact 
of the drop deadline on students’ comple-
tion of degree requirements, according to 
McIntosh. 

“There was concern that students were 
routinely registering for more courses than 
they intended to complete, and the late drop 
deadline meant that other students could 
not fill the seats they vacated,” McIntosh 
said.

The CUC looked at what the drop dead-
lines were at peer institutions and worked 
with the SA to create a student survey, Mc-
Intosh said. It found that peer institutions 
such as Brown, Dartmouth and Duke had 
drop deadlines of 10 days to two weeks into 
the semester, while other peer institutions, 
such as Cornell, Harvard, and Princeton had 
drop deadlines of five to nine weeks into the 
semester, according to McIntosh.

The CUC also found out from the survey 
that 45 percent of the Rice students surveyed 

register for more courses than they intend to 
complete, and that 44 percent said that they 
dropped courses because they had too high 
of an academic load, McIntosh said. This 
raised concerns that the current drop system 
was encouraging students to take on course-
loads that are too rigorous and stressful and 
that prevent them from doing as well as they 
could in courses they end up completing, ac-
cording to McIntosh. 

The CUC also found from the survey that 
44 percent of students couldn’t get into 
courses they wanted, McIntosh said.

According to Caldwell, this proposal, 
however, is very controversial, so the Fac-
ulty Senate has decided to table the issue 
until next year.

“We have too many things to deal with 
this year,” Caldwell said. “We also don’t 
want to rush into [a decision about the pro-
posal], because we know there are major dis-
agreements about it; we want more informa-
tion on it first.”

According to Caldwell, the faculty is split 
on the issue. Some faculty members don’t 
see a need for the change, he said. However, 
other faculty members believe this limit on 
drops is necessary in light of the increased 
enrollment numbers in Rice, according to 
Caldwell.

“There are some faculty members who 
think the system for drops works fine as it 
is,” Caldwell said. “But there are other fac-
ulty members who think this change should 
be implemented for a variety of reasons.”

WenTing Li, a Sid Rich College freshman, 
does not think that limiting the number of 
penalty-free drops is a good idea. 

“I don’t think this is a good idea because 
many students have no idea what to expect 
when they first register for a class,” Li said. 
“And it often takes a few weeks (or after an 
exam) for them to realize that a class is not 
suitable for them, so they should have the 
right of dropping it if it really doesn’t fit 
them.”



I grew up, like many, inundated in a world that 
built my hope for “the One” story by story, with 
every personal anecdote, movie, and happily ever 
after. This beautiful yet disastrous idea was easy 
to latch onto and nearly impossible to let go, even 
as different experiences challenged these notions.

Though it happened but a few times, every 
time I thought I might’ve finally found that elusive 
One, the person who couldn’t have been a coinci-
dence, I would eventually discover how wrong I 
was. Sometimes it was due to a simple misunder-
standing, sometimes I realized I had just fallen in 
love with the idea of the person.

But those were the kind of endings that I could 
reconcile with. What I couldn’t understand were 
endings where what seemed like exceptional con-
nections were weighed down by logistics and tim-
ing until they eventually broke everything else —
the kind of connection that I thought would have 
thrived, growing as it overflowed onto my life, 
making everything else in it even more beautiful.

Because that’s how it was supposed to work. 

Life is unpredictable, but if there’s a chance you’re 
meant to be together, you can weather anything: 
distance, time, the bumps that come with reality 
or being imperfect humans. And I wholeheartedly 
believed it. I mean, what else is there? The prob-
lem was that this understanding of reality left me 
frustrated when my efforts weren’t enough.

And then I stumbled upon some perspective. 
I was talking with a friend about relationships 
when she said, “They always tell you, ‘don’t let 
yourself stay stuck in a bad relationship.’” Yeah, 
and we also learned that when we were 16 years 
old. Self care, self love, people. But then she con-
tinued: “But don’t let yourself stay stuck in a good 
relationship, either.” My immediate thoughts: 
What the hell does that even mean? I didn’t under-
stand, so I asked for an explanation.

What she said became my missing puzzle 
piece: “I’ve always been curious about how peo-
ple find the person they’re with for 40 years and 
will probably spend the rest of their lives with, 
friends and spouses for better or worse. And fun-

ny enough, these couples tell me they’d been in 
a number of really good relationships. But in the 
end, the person they settled down with was sim-
ply the person they were in one of those good rela-
tionships with when both of them were ready for 
the next step.” It was so simple and obvious, but 
suddenly, I had clarity. Realistically, there’s a 99 
percent chance she’s my fairy godmother.

Sometimes, we feel invincible. We can achieve 
the things we care about and work hard for: We 
can overcome the odds. And I’m sure sometimes 
we can. But I also think that’s just luck. What 
we need, beyond a beautiful connection, are the 
things I underestimate sometimes: It’s about be-
ing in the same place — emotionally, mentally, 
physically, logistically. Not to trivialize love, but 
timing and logistics matter, even when we don’t 
think they should. This reality is something that 
can still be unsettling, as the romantic inside me 
reluctantly releases its grip on the alluring yet 
false concept of the One, but it’s also reassuring.

Sometimes good things must come to an end, 
and that’s okay. We’re in a time full of change 
when we should make decisions for ourselves, 
about our college experiences, graduate school, 
or our first jobs. With time, our love lives will work 
themselves out. Don’t get stuck in a good relation-
ship — we can’t compromise ourselves for them. 
Wherever our personal decisions take us, we’ll 
find a person that’s right for us. We can’t pull a Ted 
Mosby and leave New York because we think She 
isn’t there: When we’re ready, she’ll be the one.

Which would you prefer: a library or a library 
in your hand?

Out of all my years of schooling, I have used 
electronics for class the most this year. The same 
goes for the library. Perhaps this mixed polariza-
tion will allow me to point out a direction of use for 
the spectrum of technology, perhaps not. Hopeful-
ly I can ignore the history of books and electronics 
to avoid nostalgic bias and consider the objects as 
they exist.

I can think of at least three things that separate 
books from electronic media:

Spatial limits: For the e-reader’s boast of 
holding thousands of books, it cannot display 
books simultaneously. The fastest way of writ-
ing a research paper, I’ve found, is spreading all 
sources out on a large table and referencing them 
as needed.

On the writing side, one time I grew frustrated 
with the word processor during a writing session. 
I wanted to see the entirety of what I had written, 
but had to scroll up and down, copy and paste. I 
imagine the word processor as a typewriter that 
compresses space: the paper exists on an infinite 
vertical plane, and you can view the paper when 

the plane runs through the screen. I find that idea 
less comfortable than having all your text exist in 
a stack in front of you.

Tactility: For one class, I regularly read schol-
arly articles by marking up PDFs of the texts. I 
didn’t enjoy this method because, unwilling to 
type notes, I drew on the page, which was signifi-
cantly more cumbersome than writing on a physi-
cal page. In referencing the text, I had trouble 
locating pages because the PDF was a continuous 
scroll. A book, on the other hand,  is a landscape, 
a sequence of distinct pages you can, most impor-
tantly, flip through.

Function: The preference for physical books 
must be nostalgic to some degree, but lodged in 
that preference is the aversion to total abstraction. 
A physical book is the vehicle for the words on its 
pages, and its singular function fuses the vehicle 
with the information. The computer, and then the 
e-reader, dissociates the vehicle from the informa-
tion so that we engage with pure information.

You might notice the obvious trend that, yes, 
books have physical properties and online texts 
(sort of) don’t. But that’s an important distinction, 
and one I worry about, because a fundamental as-

pect of our being is moving through space and in-
teracting with physical things. The estrangement 
of the screen repulses, but the content behind the 
screen entices.

With writing, handwriting moved to typewrit-
ers to keyboards to touchscreens. We might stand 
on the precipice of a good turn, where touch-
screens move to gestural interfaces so we will uti-
lize our body more fully.

For all the benefits electronic media provides, 
its loss of tactility and space integral to books is 
anything but vestigial. I prefer the library, but you 
can bet I’ll use an electronic card catalogue.
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Less popular upper-level 
language classes should 

not be cancelled
The Thresher is disappointed to hear 

that multiple 300-level language courses 
will not be offered the Fall 2014 term at 
Rice (see story, pg. 1). While Hebrew, 
Portuguese, Russian and Korean are not 
necessarily the most popular language 
courses that Rice offers, they are still im-
portant. Rice prides itself on encouraging 
different kinds of thinking and customiz-
ing learning experiences — undervaluing 
these language courses, regardless of their 
enrollment, is not in line with this men-
tality. Just as the university has offered 
classes with only one student enrolled in 
past semesters, these language classes 
should not be cancelled due to perceived 
lack of student interest.

We are also concerned with the propos-
al that the option of having an indepen-
dent study in these subject areas could 
be eliminated, as they allow students to 
truly immerse themselves in an area of 
study that they enjoy and collaborate with 
professors with whom they work well. 
It would be a shame to see one of Rice’s 
flexible and innovative academic study 
options eliminated. 

We urge those students whose ma-
jor requirements are being affected by 
language classes not being offered to talk 
to their major advisors. While this change 
in course offerings is not, we believe, for 
the best, we still believe that Rice gener-
ally tries to work with its students, and 
we cannot imagine that students would 
be prevented from graduating because of 
scheduling. 

EMS in-charges deserve 
on-campus housing

The Thresher supports Rice Emergency 
Medical Service’s recent proposal that EMS 
in-charges be guaranteed on-campus hous-
ing (see story, pg. 1). In-charges work hard 
and devote much of their time to a program 
we all appreciate; because our campus has 
an EMS in which students are the respond-
ers, many students are more comfortable 
calling EMS in difficult situations. We be-
lieve it is important to support this integral 
campus resource in any way we can, and 
an on-campus housing guarantee seems 
reasonable and deserved for individuals who 
work 24-hour shifts serving their campus. 
Furthermore, because there are usually only 
six to eight in-charges at a time, the impact 
on campus-wide housing should be very 
small. That being said, we do suggest that 
in-charges needing to use the on-campus 
guarantee be identified before rooms are 
assigned at colleges; this new policy should 
not interfere retroactively with college hous-
ing decisions and should not affect assign-
ing rooms to new students before O-Week.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

Mitch Mackowiak 
is a Lovett College 
freshman 
and the 
Thresher 
opinions 
editor
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THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston.

daNCE SaLad
Much better than actual salad, 
Dance Salad Festival 2014 is sure 
to entertain with its impressive 
schedule of world class perform-
ers. The festival runs April 17-19 
and all performances will start at 
7:30 p.m. at the Wortham Theater. 
Tickets start at $20. 

Wortham Theater Center
501 Texas Avenue
dancesalad.org

poETrY SLam
April is National Poetry Month. Cel-
ebrate the right way at the MFAH 
this Thursday at 6:30 p.m. The 
MFAH has secured Poet Laure-
ate Rosemary Catacalos, who will 
present her poetry alongside the 
museum’s art. The event is free, 
but you are encouraged to RSVP.

MFAH
1001 Bissonnet St.

MFAH.org

CoLLagE iT
This Saturday, April 19, tal-
ented local artist Ann Morgan 
will be hosting a workshop on 
how to utilize found objects to 
make amazing art. All materi-
als are provided, but feel free 
to bring your own stuff along. 
The event runs 2:30-5:30 p.m.

Texas Art Asylum
1719 Live Oak

texasartasylum.com

SiLENT fiLm
Zip it. Houston Public Media’s Si-
lent Film Concert Series is com-
ing to Discovery Green this Friday, 
April 18 at 7:30 p.m. The event will 
spotlight works by Charlie Chap-
lin and will include piano perfor-
mances from Rice doctoral grad 
Loreta Kovacic. Admission is free.

Discovery Green
Labranch at Lamar

houstonpublicmedia.org

0see ESKA, page 7

Little Shop of Horrors a dark success
Ian Bott

For the Thresher

“Hold on to your 
hat and hang on to 
your soul” as Rice 
VADA and the Rice 

Players collaborate to 
transport their audienc-

es of Little Shop of Horrors 
to 1960s Skid Row, a place where “de-
pression’s just the status quo.” Directed 
by George Brock and produced by Chris-
tina Keefe and Michael Hollis, Hanszen 
College senior, the musical is a dark 
comedy that tells the story of Seymour, 
played by Baker College freshman Bryce 
Willey, a young florist down on his luck 
until a plant changes his life forever. 

Willey portrays Seymour as a like-
able and highly-conflicted underdog 
who struggles to keep his sanity amidst 
the intense demands of the talking 
plant. Willey is able to step into Sey-
mour’s meek and sheepish personality 
effectively, while also showing the great 
moral predicaments his character goes 

through. Wiess College freshman Ariana 
Morgan’s character, Audrey, is charming 
yet insecure, at first feeling unworthy of 
anything beyond an abusive relation-
ship. Morgan gives a capable acting 
performance and notably excels vocally. 
Her singing voice stands out as beauti-
fully melodic and appealing, in particu-
lar in renderings of “Somewhere That’s 
Green” and “Suddenly, Seymour.”

Supporting roles add excitement 
and entertainment to the show. Curtis 
Barber, a student at Texas State, deliv-
ers a wonderful performance as Mr. 
Mushnik, the Czechoslovakian owner 
of the florist shop and the irritable boss 
of Seymour. His unsubtle glee at the 
prospect of making a quick buck is a 
consistent source of amusement, lead-
ing him to adopt Seymour as a son to 
share in the prosperity. Brown College 
freshman Roby Johnson plays Orin, a sa-
distic and maniacal dentist with a pas-
sion for nitrous oxide. Orin is as comical 
as he is detestable, and Johnson does 
well to strike the right balance between  
the two traits.

The mysterious doo wop girls, played 
by Jones College senior Tristina Bry-
ant, Duncan College senior Tasneem 
Islam and Hanszen freshman Rachel 
Buissereth, are street urchins who help 
narrate the action and support many of 
the musical scores vocally. Dressed in 
wigs and matching pink, purple and blue 
dresses, the trio has good chemistry with 
one another onstage, playing off of each 
other’s words and moving in tandem 
through synchronized choreography. 
Their charisma is showcased particularly 
well while interacting with Seymour and 
Mr. Mushnik in “Ya Never Know.”

The plant, Audrey II, which re-
sembles something between a Venus 
flytrap and an overgrown watermelon, 
goes through several impressive stages 
of growth until it dwarfs its human 
counterparts. The voice of Duncan 
senior Faith Shapiro and the puppe-
teering skills of Jones junior Cassan-
dra Barrett help create a convincingly 
realistic talking plant, despite the 
obvious eccentricity inherent in such  
a concept. 

The stage is carefully crafted to show 
both the inside of the florist shop and 
the outside streets of Skid Row. Graf-
fiti lines the walls of the streets and 
includes what appear to be names of 
the cast and crewmembers. Vagabonds 
and drunkards sit on steps or come out 
of trashcans, helping develop an atmo-
sphere of degeneration and dilapida-
tion. The production’s stage lighting 
ranges from a sickly green to a murder-
ous red to disco strobe lighting in “Feed 
Me Seymour.” Costumes, designed by 
McMurtry College senior Daniel Burns 
and Brown junior Sarah Normoyle, apt-
ly reflect the 1960s setting. The consis-
tent contrast between the colorfulness 
of the doo wop girls and the plainness of 
Skid Row is particularly striking. 

Little Shop of Horrors offers a high-en-
ergy performance with few shortcomings. 
A deluge of talented acting performances 
is on display, and the production team 
has clearly put a great deal of work into 
making the show a success. Remaining 
performances are April 17-19 in Hamman 
Hall. And remember: Don’t feed the plant!

A

(Clockwise): Texas State student Curtis Barber headlocks Baker College freshman Bryce Willey in his performance as flower shop owner Mr. Mushnik. 
Duncan College senior Tasneem Islam, Hanszen College freshman Rachel Buissereth and Jones College senior Tristina Bryant dance as doo wop girls. 
Wiess College freshman Ariana Morgan performs “Somewhere that’s Green” as Audrey. 

frankie huang/Thresher

Sophie Newman
A&E Editor

Chris Eska is a film writer, 
director and editor whose most 
recent film, The Retrieval, will 
open Friday, April 18 at the Sun-
dance Cinemas: Theatre Houston. 
The Retrieval tells the story of a 
young boy on the outskirts of the 
Civil War who is sent north by his 
bounty hunter to retrieve a wanted 
man. 

Eska was raised in Ottine, TX 
(pop. 98) and received a dual de-
gree in Sociology and Visual and 
Dramatic Arts from Rice University 
(Sid Richardson ‘98) before attend-
ing graduate school at University 
of California, Los Angeles in the 
MFA film directing program. He is 
best known for his films Doki-Doki 
(2003), which premiered on the 
PBS series Independent Lens with 
an introduction by Susan Saran-
don, and August Evening (2007), 
which was nominated for and won 
many independent film accolades, 
including the $50,000 Target Film-
maker Award and the John Cassa-
vetes Award. 

In creating The Retrieval, Eska 
also worked with other Rice alum-
ni, including producer Jason Weh-
ling (Lovett ‘98) and sound mixer 
Joey McKeel. This is the second 
film with Eska for both Wehling 
and McKeel. 

Thresher: So you’re a Rice 
alumnus. What were the cir-
cumstances in which you first 
discovered your passion for 
film?

Eska: “I was pre-med, you 
know, following in my father’s 
footsteps. But waking up at 5 a.m. 
on Saturday to make films — I 
knew I had to change my path. 
During O-Week, the upperclass-
men took us to the River Oaks 
[Theatre] to watch Barcelona. It 
was the first arthouse film I’d ever 
seen, and it opened up my world. 
Even though I didn’t start making 
films right away, it led me to the 
point where I first started being 
interested in film. We shot films all 
over campus, and I remember the 
President sent out a letter that said 
‘you should help these guys with 
whatever they need.’ Rice was 
incredibly supportive, and that’s 
something I’ll always remember.”

Where did the idea for this 
film originate? Are you drawn 
to this particular historical 

Rice alumnus 
Chris Eska 
premieres 

new film, The 
Retrieval
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Wiess Tabletop’s Into the Woods 
impresses with smooth production

Allie Schaich
For the Thresher

Most students are familiar 
with the classic childhood 
tales of Little Red Riding 
Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk, 

Rapunzel and Cinderella. This 
year, Wiess Tabletop Theater’s 

rendition of Stephen Sondheim’s 

musical, Into The Woods, weaves togeth-
er the stories of the four fairy tales with a 
new set of individuals: a kind baker and his 
domineering wife who have been placed un-
der a curse that prevents them from having 
a child together. Directed by Wiess College 
junior Max Payton and produced by Wiess 
College sophomores Sean Doyle and Vicky 
Comensañas, the musical sets up the prem-

B
0see TABLETOP, page 8

period, or was it the narrative you had in 
mind first?

“Specifically, this idea came to me a few 
years ago as we approached the 150th anni-
versary of the Emancipation Proclamation, 
which I wrote about. I wanted to explore what 
that period of transition was like. I also have 
very specific themes and emotions that run 
through all my work. Those are the impor-
tance of the surrogate family and the impor-
tance of making connections in an increasing-
ly isolated world. Hopefully, [the themes] will 
also encourage the audience to reevaluate 
their paths and how the decisions they make 
affect others. [In The Retrieval], the chaos of 
war and the aftermath of slavery force the 
characters to reach out and make connections 
just to survive, really.”

The austere scenery really captured 
my attention. Where did you film? 

“The film was entirely shot in Texas. A 
lot of it was near my hometown of Gonzales, 
and then probably one third of it was shot in 
east-central Texas, near Woodville. We also 
shot around Houston at the George Ranch 
Historical Park. We had to find a place where 
highway noise wasn’t an issue. You have to 
get out there in the middle of nowhere.”

You are the writer, director and editor. 
What is that experience like?

“When you write it, it’s this perfect ver-
sion, and then when you direct, it’s nonstop 
compromise, which is kind of frustrating. 
For my first feature film, I didn’t look at it for 
nine months after we shot it because I was 
so demoralized [by the shooting process]. 
In my mind, because it wasn’t the perfect vi-
sion that I had, it was very difficult for me to 
come to terms with the differences between 
the screenplay and the final product.”

I can understand that, because after 
putting so much work into the film it 
must be hard to see it chopped up. 

“It’s your baby. You want it to be per-
fect. It’s very much like raising a child, and 
then at some point they turn 18 and and are 
out there in the world, and you just have to 
see what happens.”

There is a lot of contention over film 
school these days. Do you think it’s still 
valuable for students interested in en-
tering the industry?

“It’s very debatable. Most of the people 
at UCLA film school were in their 20s and 
30s, so it was a good opportunity for me 
to learn from people who had more expe-
rience with film than me. I would recom-
mend it if someone else is paying for it; 
however, I would like to mention that I 
learned everything I needed to know about 
filmmaking from my [Rice] film professor 
Brian Huberman. My sociology professor, 
Elizabeth Long, was also very influential. I 
take a lot of sociological approaches to my 
filmmaking.”

Do you have any advice for aspiring 
filmmakers?

“Go out and make the film that you can 
with the budget that you have. Don’t wait 
around. It will kill your dream — waiting 
around for money that may never come. 
You can never compete with Hollywood in 
terms of production value, but where you 
can have an advantage is in telling stories 
and connecting with the audience about 
real life issues that are important to them. 
That emotional connection is something 
that Hollywood oftens fails at. Don’t try 
to compete with Hollywood — beat Holly-
wood in terms of storytelling.”

There will be a student group attend-
ing the premiere on Saturday, led by VADA 
professor Brian Huberman. The bus will 
leave at 3:30 p.m. from the Rice Media 
Center, and tickets are subsidized by Rice 
Public Art. Eska would also like to encour-
age students and professors to take part 
in the Q&A session which will follow the  
screening.

This interview has been edited for clarity 
and length.

Bill wang/Thresher
Duncan College senior Obi Nwabueze strips off 
his kung fu outfit in Kinda Sketchy’s performance 
“Sketchin’ on Prospies.”

Kinda Sketchy presents 
prospie performance

0EskA
from page 6
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ise of each character needing to go “into the 
woods” for a specific purpose, and then dis-
plays the intertwining of the stories of each 
character. While some of the singing was a 
bit off-key and parts of the acting overdra-
matic, Wiess Tabletop’s Into the Woods kept 
the audience interested, laughing and, in 
some scenes, on the edge of their seats.

The actors utilized the stage impressively. 
At many points during the show, two or three 
groups of characters were on the stage at 
once, with the spotlight focused only on one 
group. While the others stood calmly wait-
ing for their turn to sing, dance or speak, the 
fact that they were all on stage at the same 
time made for quick transitions and less 
awkward in-between time of people entering 
and exiting the stage. The scenery was also 
well done. The set components and the hand-
made stage accessories were painted intricil-
ly. In addition, the live orchestra was a mag-
nificent complement to the musical. They 
played magnificently and also incorporated 
fun sound effects complementing events that 
were occurring on stage.

The acting and singing highlights of the 
show were McMurtry College sophomore 
Helen Hoover, who played Cinderella, and 
Duncan College senior David Dalton, who 
played the baker. Cinderella’s beautiful voice 
carried throughout the Wiess Commons, 
and her passionate and honest portrayal of 
a poor girl looking for her prince was pow-
erful and convincing. Throughout the play, 
the baker experiences a plethora of emo-
tional highs and lows, including finding and 
losing certain key items needed to reverse 
the curse, fighting and falling back in love 
with his wife and frustration over not being 
able to conceive a child. Regardless of the 
emotion, Dalton expressed it perfectly. He 
accompanied his fantastic singing and act-
ing performance with perfect facial expres-
sions, and his energy truly helped to carry 
the entire show. Brown College sophomore 
Gabriel Wang provided excellent comic relief 
throughout the musical. His somewhat clue-
less and innocent portrayal of Jack (from Jack 
and the Beanstalk) was executed perfectly, 

and cracked the audience up each time he 
did something on stage. Finally, Duncan Col-
lege senior Megan Troxell gave an excellent 
performance as Little Red Riding Hood, play-
ing a hopelessly innocent and naïve girl who 
was just looking to give bread and sweets to 
her grandmother.

Unfortunately, while each character’s 
performance demonstrated admirable effort, 
not all of them were able to deliver convinc-
ing and awe-inspiring performances. For in-
stance, while Lovett College sophomore Em-
ily Higgs’, heart was clearly very much into 
her performance as the baker’s wife, and her 
singing voice was quite respectable, at times 
she overracted. While there are some dra-
matic scenes in the musical, her blatant over 
dramatization made it somewhat difficult to 
take her character seriously. Also, while she 
clearly became more comfortable and confi-
dent on stage throughout the play, Duncan 
College senior Amber Mirajkar, who was 
playing the witch, started her first few solo 
songs in somewhat of a chant, as opposed to 
an actual song. Thankfully, as the show went 
on, her overly bold and domineering acting 
and singing became much better, making the 
show more enjoyable to watch.

The producers and directors of Into the 
Woods did an excellent job not only in se-
lecting the supporting cast, but also in us-
ing them as multiple smaller roles through-
out. For example, Baker sophomore Sylvia 
Omozee shone as not only a conniving wolf, 
but also a bratty stepsister of Cinderella. 
Another great supporting character with 
both excellent acting and singing skills 
was Wiess College junior Kyle Adams, who 
played a concerned and charming prince, 
searching far and wide to find Cinderel-
la, whom he had lost track of at the royal  
festival.

All in all, Wiess Tabletop’s Into the Woods 
was well done, seeing as there are many intri-
cate and interconnected parts to this detailed 
story. While there were some downfalls in 
a few characters, standouts, as well as the 
smooth production as a whole, make the play 
worth going to see. Shows are in the Wiess 
Commons, and begin at 8pm on April 17th, 
18th, and 19th. Ticket prices are $5 for students 
and associates, $7 for faculty, and $8 for other  
visitors.

0tabletop
from page 7



9Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports

by Michael Kidd
Thresher Staff

The Rice University men’s baseball 
team traveled to New Orleans, La. this 
past weekend to face Tulane University in 
a three-game Conference USA series. The 
Owls entered the series coming off a road 
win against in-state rival No. 7 University 
of Texas, Austin and carried their momen-
tum into the weekend. Rice managed to 
take all three games to complete their third 
C-USA sweep in the season. The Owls have 
won four straight games after recording a 
3-6 record over the previous nine games. 
Rice improved to 26-12 on the season (13-5 
in conference play) while Tulane fell to 14-
20 (6-11 in conference play). 

On Friday night, sophomore Kevin Mc-
Canna was on the mound for the Owls in 
the first Friday-night start of his career. 
McCanna went 7.0 innings on the mound, 
giving up two runs on five hits while ty-
ing a career-high seven strikeouts. The 
Owls supported him early on by earning 
two runs in the first inning on RBIs by ju-
nior Skyler Ewing and sophomore Connor 
Teykl. Tulane scored a run in the second 
inning to make it 2-1, but Rice would take 
a 3-1 lead afterward on a solo home run by 
senior Chase McDowell. Backed by defense 
and pitching, Rice went on to win by a final 
score of 4-3. Junior reliever Matt Ditman 
came into the ballgame in the eighth in-
ning to strike out both batters and pitched 
a clean ninth inning to secure the one-run 
win for the Owls. 

In the second game of the weekend 
series, sophomore Blake Fox took the hill 
in his ninth start on the season. The lefty 
pitched a career-long 8.1 innings, allowing 
one run on six hits while tying a career-
high with eight strikeouts. Tulane did not 
score a run off of Fox until the seventh 
inning. Meanwhile, the Owls also man-
aged to earn one run, leading the way for 
a highly competitive pitching duel. Rice 
added one more run in the eighth inning 
on a leadoff base hit by junior John Clay 
Reeves that turned into a run scored for 
pinch runner John Williamson. The op-
posing pitcher, senior Tyler Mapes, would 
pitch all 9.0 innings for the Green Wave but 
still managed to take the loss as Rice held 
on by a final score of 2-1. Ditman earned 
saves in back-to-back games. Rice would 
also win by a one-run margin to guarantee 
the series victory. 

In the final game of the series, the Owls 
looked to sweep the Green Wave but got off 
to a rough start. McDowell — the starting 

by Luke Samora
Thresher Staff

This past weekend, Rice University faced 
fellow Texan teams Texas Christian Univer-
sity and Southern Methodist University. After 
losing in a 7-0 match against TCU on Satur-
day, the Owls managed to beat rival SMU 4-2 
and improved their record to 9-12. The Owls 
are now preparing for the Conference USA 
Tennis Tournament and need to win the re-
mainder of their matches to qualify for the 
NCAA tournament.

The Owls faced in-state opponent TCU 
on Saturday. TCU won the doubles point 
and proceeded to win three straight singles 
matches. Sophomore Adam Gustaffson, ju-
nior Srikar Alla and freshman Max Andrews 
all took their matches to third-set tiebreakers 
but lost each match. 

Rice, however, went on to beat SMU on 
Sunday, April 13, when Gustaffson snagged 
a come-from-behind win. Down two points, 

Gustaffson managed to come back and win 
his singles match. Other singles wins against 
SMU included freshman David Warren, Alla 
and Andrews. This win gives the Owls an op-
portunity to claim a spot in the NCAA Tour-
nament, as they claimed a first-round bye in 
the Conference USA Tournament. 

Alla said he was happy his play improved 
between the two games.

“I played well and my match against TCU 
was great,” Alla said. “I played decently and 
won the second set and unfortunately got un-
lucky in the tie-breaker. Against SMU, how-
ever, my play was better, and I thought I took 
a lot more chances. It was good to come out 
on top.”

Head Coach Efe Ustundag said the team 
took more chances while playing against TCU.

“We played a very good game against 
TCU, which is a team that plays very well at 
home,” Ustundag said. “We had chances to 
win a couple of matches or extend matches 
but didn’t play well in key moments. Against 

SMU it was the opposite; we rose to the oc-
casion and played well in the moments that 
mattered.”

Ustandag said the prospect of qualifying 
for the NCAA tournament makes these final 
deciding matches exhilarating.

“It absolutely causes my heart to beat a 
little faster knowing we are that much closer 
to the NCAA tournament,” Ustundag said. 
“Every match is nerve-wracking but, at the 
same time, it is that much more satisfying, es-
pecially beating a long time rival like SMU.”

The Conference USA tournament will be 
hosted in Tulsa, Okla. and begins on Thurs-
day, April 17. 

Warren said the team has grown immense-
ly over the course of the season and is excited 
to see the outcomes of future seasons.

“This season was an incredible experi-
ence,” Warren said. “I think the team has re-
ally matured since the beginning, and I am 
very excited to see what this team can do as 
the years go on.”

by Shannon Foreman
Thresher Staff

Rice University women’s tennis, ranked No. 
21, continued their conference play Sunday, gar-
nering a 6-1 victory against University of Texas, 
San Antonio to improve their overall record to 
14-6 and their conference record to 2-0.

Junior Natalie Beazant and sophomore Solo-
miya Zinko gave Rice a 2-0 lead, sweeping their 
opponents 6-0, 6-0. Senior Kimberly Anicete 
followed suit with a victory, securing her 96th 
career win and making her the fourth all-time 
scorer in Rice history. Freshman Katherine Ip 
clinched the win for the Owls, defeating her op-
ponent in a straight-set win (6-3, 6-2).

Prior to the Owls’ win against UTSA, the team 
fell to Baylor University in a close (3-4) match.

Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt said, de-
spite the loss, the match against Baylor 
showed marked improvement for the team.

“The team played a very solid match against 
Baylor,” Schmidt said. “We were pleased to 
see the improvement we [have] made since we 
played them back in February.”

The match against UTSA was the Owls’ 
annual Senior Day and the final collegiate 
match to be played in Jake Hess Tennis Sta-
dium, as the Owls will make their home in 
the new George R. Brown Tennis Center next 
season.

Schmidt said the team was honored to 
play the final match in the historic Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium.

“A lot of great history has been made over 
the years at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium, so it 
was an honor for our team to be able to play 
the last match in the facility,” Schmidt said. 
“It was also extra special, as we were cel-
ebrating the careers of two amazing seniors. 
They have helped propel our program to new 
heights, and we truly appreciate all that Kim 

[Anicente] and Dominique [Harmath] have 
done for Rice Tennis.”

According to Schmidt, the Owls feel this 
weekend’s win gives them the confidence 
they need heading into the championships.

“We should be taking a lot of confidence 
going into the tournament because of the 
way we have responded to a challenging 
regular season schedule,” Schmidt said. “We 
have been battle-tested multiple times, so 
that experience should help us in the high-
pressure situation of post-season play.”

Senior Dominique Harmath said, despite 
their strong season record, the Owls look for-
ward to what lies ahead, specifically the chance 
to win the Conference USA tournament.

“We are feeling good, but we don’t give 
our record much attention,” Harmath said. 
“We go into every match with the same mind 
set — that each match will be tough, and we 
will have to give it our all.”

Men’s tennis prepares for C-USA Tournament

Baseball sweeps 
Tulane, pushing 

streak to four

Women’s tennis continues to roll

0see Baseball, page 11

Courtesy ChuCk Pool/riCe sPorts information
Seniors Dominique Harmath and Kim Anicete receive recognition during Senior Day celebrations after their final home game on Sunday, April 13.

C-USA Tournament Seedings

1. Tulsa
2. Tulane

3. East Carolina
4. Middle Tennessee

5. Rice
6. Charlotte

7. UAB
8. Old Dominion
9. Southern Miss

10. USTA
11. Florida Atlantic
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by Michael Kidd
Thresher Staff

The Rice University football team partici-
pated in the annual Blue-Gray game in which 
both the Owls offense and defense took the 
field in an exhibition-style matchup as spring 
drills concluded for this 2013-14 academic 
year. On Friday, April 11, the game took place 
between the Blue (Rice offense) and the Gray 
(Rice defense). In this final conclusion of 
spring practices, the Gray proved triumphant 
over the Blue with a final score of 32-29. In a 
fashion contrary to an actual football game, 
points were allotted to each side not only 
for team accomplishments and scores, but 
also for individual accomplishments such as 
interceptions and sacks. Guest coaches for 
the event, hosted at Rice Stadium, included 
Houston Astros President Reid Ryan, Rice Pro-
fessor Dr. Rick Schell, KHOU-TV newscaster 
Chita Johnson and many others.

Head Coach David Bailiff commented on 
how the guest coaches he selected felt as they 
watched the action from the sidelines and 
communicated with the players on the field. 

“This [was] a unique way to get people in-
volved in our program. It’s always fun to hear 
the reactions of people when we offer them the 
chance to come down and put on a headset,” 
Bailiff said. “They almost always are pretty 
nervous before we start, but they get the hang 
of it pretty quickly and have a great time.”

Once the action began, the Gray squad got 
out to a hot start. The Gray team had an early 
17-1 lead by taking advantage of the scoring 
system implemented for this particular con-
test. A 40-yard interception return by the duo 
of seniors Malcolm Hill and Gabe Baker was a 
highlight-reel play as a lateral was pitched to 
Baker, who went on to carry the ball into the 
end zone. 

On the opposite side of the ball, a big spark 
for the Blue was redshirt freshman Temi Alaka, 
who had four receptions for 134 yards and two 
touchdowns. A 34-yard strike from redshirt ju-
nior Guy Billups in the second quarter was fol-
lowed up by a 57-yard pass from fellow fresh-

man Nate German that put the Blue on top 29-28. 
Two sacks for the Gray on the following position 
awarded the team an additional four points and 
propelled the team to a 32-29 victory. German 
threw for 128 yards and two scores, while junior 
quarterback Driphus Jackson completed 8-10 
yards for 95 yards. Wide receivers Dennis Parks 
and Zach Wright each had three receptions for a 
combined total of 99 yards. 

Bailiff said he was pleased with the per-
formance his team put out on the field in this 
friendly scrimmage. 

“I think we played with a lot of effort, a lot 
of enthusiasm,” Bailiff said. “It’s a game where 
you want to get better as a football team [in the 
long run] … so we played a lot of our younger 
guys who we will rely on next season.”

According to Bailiff, both the quarterback 
play and the defensive play for the Owls was 
efficient and competitive. 

“I thought all three quarterbacks threw well 
at times, and [I] was just as proud of our de-
fense, who I feel chased the ball around really 
well,” Bailiff said. “I thought we tackled well 
as a team for the last day of spring.”

Bailiff said he is excited to move on to 
two-a-days and to the opening game in South 
Bend, Ind. to face the national powerhouse, 
the Fighting Irish from Notre Dame.

“I’m proud of what we accomplished in 
the spring,” Bailiff said. “And now we are 
looking forward to two-a days, [and] looking 
forward to getting on an airplane and going 
to Notre Dame.” 

Football back in action in annual Blue-Gray game

Sean Chu/ThreSher
Sophomore defensive end Derek Brown chases down sophomore quarterback Tyler Stehling dur-
ing the football team’s final spring scrimmage on April 11.

I think we played with a lot 
of  effort, a lot of enthusi-
asm.

Head Coach David Bailiff
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pitcher — would only pitch for part of the first 
inning, until reliever Trevor Teykl stepped in. 
The Owls allowed five runs in the first inning. 
Down 5-0, the Owls offense scored a nine-run 
third inning to take a 9-5 advantage over the 
Green Wave. Five straight bases-loaded singles 
tied the game at five before senior Michael 
Aquino brought another single to score two 
more runs. Rice finished with 18 hits on the day 
and 11 runs to take down Tulane 11-7 and com-
plete the three-game sweep. Freshman center 
fielder Charlie Warren had a career day at the 
plate, going a perfect 5-5 against the Green 
Wave pitching staff. 

Sophomore Kevin McCanna said he ap-
proached his Friday night start by studying the 
scouting report. According to McCanna, his de-
fense should be credited for sticking with him 
through the course of the ballgame.

“I went out there and did what I normally 
do, which is study the scouting report and try 
to throw strikes,” McCanna said. “I was defi-
nitely happy that we were able to win it and 
proud of the defense, who made good plays 
behind me.”

Going into the weekend series, McCanna 
said the team chemistry was high. According to 
him, the four-game winning streak is a product 
of clutch hitting. 

“I think we’ve had a good team chemistry 
so far, and [right now] we’re hitting when we 
need to and scoring when we have to,” Mc-
Canna said.

Warren said he wants to keep the momen-
tum alive by sticking to hard work in practice 
and executing when they have to.

“I feel like if we keep doing what we’ve been 
doing in practice and playing hard in games, 
the team will come out and keep winning,” 
Warren said. “You have to compete to the best 
of your abilities and can only let up [when] you 
outcompete the other competitors.”

The Owls will face the University of Ala-
bama, Birmingham this upcoming weekend at 
home in a battle between the top two teams in 
the conference. A three-game series is sched-
uled beginning this Friday, April 18. First pitch 
is set for 6:30 p.m.

0BaseBall
 from page 9

GAMES THIS WEEK

vs. UAB
Friday,  April 18, 6:30 p.m.,                              

Reckling Park

vs. UAB
Saturday, April 19, 2:00 p.m.,                         

Reckling Park

vs. UAB
Sunday, April 20, 1:00 p.m.,                           

Reckling Park

vs. Texas A&M
Tuesday, April 22, 6:30 p.m.,                           

Reckling Park

THRESHER SPORTS
write for the sports section

email thresher-sports@rice.edu



WanteD
Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training 
is paid, and we pay for travel. Email your 
resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

Varsity Tutors has many students seek-
ing smart tutors for math, science, lan-
guages, all other subjects and test prep. 
Competitive pay and make your own 
schedule. Only only applications will be 
considered.
Please apply at: http://www.varsitytutors.
com/houston-tutoring-jobs

Tutors needed immediately! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for Middle & High School 
Math, Natural & Social Science, Foreign 
Language, and Humanities. Reliable trans-
portation required. Pay $25-40/hr based 
on experience. Contact 832-428-8330 and 
email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com

Peer2utor is hiring online tutors for 
Texas State Test and AP tests! Flexible 
hours. Minimum $15/hr. No transporta-
tion required. No minimum time commit-
ment. Go topeer2utor.com or emailinfo@
pee2utor.com

Looking for afternoon help in West 
U. 3:30-6:30. 3-4 days a week M-F. Du-
ties: pick up 2 kids from school, snacks, 

homework, drive to sports practice. 919-
824-5491

Summer Job Run “Camp Arnold” for 
neighborhood family, Monday -Thurs-
day.  Plan fun and educational experi-
ences with 4-year old boy & help with 
older boys (8 & 10) after their day camps. 
Car required.  Email Alan at aarnold@
rice.edu<mailto:aarnold@rice.edu>.

P/T to F/T Personal/Office Assistant 
for ongoing opportunity in small busi-
ness. Qualified candidates must be pro-
ficient in MS Word, Quickbooks, Excel. 
Need to be motivated, detail oriented, 
highly organized, computer savvy, ex-
cellent verbal/written communication 
skills, multi-task well, work efficiently 

w/o constant supervision. Willing to be 
supportive ,assist with filing, phones, 
lifting 30 lbs packages. Vehicle insured 
with food driving record.  Please email 
resume to jrl3743@gmail.com

House Assistant Heights family seeks 
female student with flexible schedule 
for errands and babysitting as needed 
for two children (ages 2 and 3 months) 
for 10-15 hours/week. Must be at least a 
junior. Prior experience necessary. Inter-
ested persons should submit a resume 
and indication of interest to Kim Shea at 
kts1218@gmail.com

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
12 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

classifieds@rice.edu

The Backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For any comments or questions, contact ajw3@rice.edu.

Awareness

THIS WEEK

Week
Schedule of Events
Monday Boba Sale

Tuesday Facebook Notifications

Wednesday Poster on Your Door Day

Thursday Willy’s Statue Meet Up ’N Yell

Friday Invited Speaker Talk Capstone

be
AWARE

AWArEnESS

Design.

Innovate.
Entrepreneur.

Start, up.
Meet.

Punctuate.

Ignite.

Spark.
.Accelerate.

Free Chipotle, thursday 8:00 p.m., Sewall 303
Sponsored by: tinder

Mark Zuckerberg.
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