
by Andrew Ta
News Editor

Security breaches at companies 
like LinkedIn and Adobe, along with 
over 100 compromised accounts since 
the beginning of the year, prompted 
Rice University Information Technol-
ogies to send an email on April 2 to all 
members of the Rice community ask-
ing them to change their passwords, 
according to Information Security Of-
ficer Marc Scarborough.

“In the past, you could pretty 
clearly see a correlation between a 
phishing [attempt] and compromised 
accounts sending lots of spam,” Scar-
borough said. “This year, we’ve seen 
some major differences. In January 
2013, we saw 3 or 4 [compromises]. 
[This] January, we saw 40, [and] we 
don’t see the same correlation be-
tween phishing and the number of 
accounts.”

According to Scarborough, since 
people typically use the same user-
name and password at multiple sites, 
a breech at any of those sites could be 
used to compromise the Rice account.

“Take the example of LinkedIn,” 
Scarborough said. “Their password 
database was compromised and they 
had notified their community in June 
2012. We know a lot of people regis-
tered there with their Rice address 
and password. So when LinkedIn 
said, ‘Hey, these passwords are com-
promised and need to change,’ what 
we see is that the people at Rice did 
not change their password here, and 
those passwords aren’t just compro-
mised in secret. They [were] compro-
mised and published to the wild.”

Scarborough said Rice IT had cor-
relational evidence that pointed to-
wards a breach at LinkedIn as a large 
cause for the recent uptick in compro-
mised accounts.

“Attackers are using the user ID of a 
Rice email address and the correspond-
ing password to log into our systems,” 
Scarborough said. “For example, 28 
out of 30 accounts [might be] created 
before June 2012. It’s [also] not one de-

partment. It’s faculty, staff, students, 
departments all over the map. The only 
piece that was consistent was that all 
of the accounts were created in our sys-
tem before LinkedIn announced their 
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Speaking up

by Anita Alem
Thresher Staff

Rice University students from 
several campus groups protested 
against Charles Murray, a promi-
nent political scientist and author, 
at a talk hosted by the Rice Feder-
alist Society and the Baker Institute 
Student Forum. 

The event was a part of Murray’s 
national tour for his new book, 
Coming Apart: The State of White 
America, 1960-2010. Murray gained 
national attention in 1994 for his 
book The Bell Curve: Intelligence 
and Class Structure in American 
Life, which argues that differences 
in intelligence can be linked with 
race and class genetically and envi-
ronmentally.

Fed-Soc President Blake 
Delaplane said his club invited 
Murray to speak to the Rice commu-
nity to encourage further dialogue 
regarding class structures in Ameri-
ca on campus. 

“Our organization’s invitation to 
Dr. Murray is not an endorsement,” 

Delaplane, a Duncan College junior, 
said. “Additionally, we strongly be-
lieve that [the] university setting 
is ideal for hearing and challeng-
ing speakers like Dr. Murray where 
students in support and opposition 
can exercise their free speech.” 

Black Student Association Presi-
dent Jackie Mutai, the primary or-
ganizer of the student protest, said 
she was thankful student organi-
zations came together to publicize 
and organize the protest.

“[Murray] helped prove my point 
that the Rice community speaks 
up when they are upset and makes 
sure to have their voice heard,” Mu-
tai, a McMurtry College junior, said. 
“Now it is up to Rice to continue to 
facilitate a dialogue that they feel 
will help to develop our university.”

Representatives from BSA, the 
Hispanic Association for Cultural 
Enrichment at Rice, the Women’s 
Resource Center and the Asian Pa-
cific American Student Alliance be-
gan protesting at 4:30 p.m. in front 
of Herring Hall. Faculty members 
were also in attendance.

Charles Murray talk sparks 
student, faculty protests

SA Language survey seeks student input for changes
by Andrew Ta & Jieya Wen

News Editor and Thresher Staff

The Student Association is look-
ing for student feedback on upcoming 
changes to the language curriculum. 
A survey was sent out through college 
listservs and advertised on Facebook 
March 30.

The current sequence for language 
courses consists of two five-credit 
100-level courses and two four-credit 

200-level courses followed by three-
credit 300-or-higher-level courses. 
Only courses at the 200-level or great-
er provide distribution credit.

According to material from the 
Center for Languages and Intercul-
tural Communication, in fall 2014, the 
200-level courses will decrease from 
four credit hours to three. In spring 
2015, the second-semester five-credit 
100-level course will be replaced by 
a six-credit 200-level course that will 

provide distribution credit. In fall 
2015, the first-semester five-credit 
100-level course will increase to six 
credits hours. Additional changes will 
take place for 300-level spanish cours-
es beginning in fall 2014 that will al-
low for more specialized professional 
topics such as medicine, business and 
intercultural communication.

Dean of Humanities Nicolas Shum-
way said distinguished scholars from 
other universities reviewed the CLIC 

in February 2011 as part of routine ex-
ternal evaluations.

“The review committee was 
headed by Elizabeth Bernhardt, who 
heads the Stanford Language Cen-
ter,” Shumway said. “The review team 
commented on the overall quality 
of the program, the faculty, the cur-
riculum, the facilities, our assessment 
procedures and a great deal else. The 
review of the [CLIC] was particularly 
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by Miles Kruppa
Editor in Chief

This year’s Senior Gala will be 
held Monday, May 12, from 7 p.m. 
- 1 a.m. at Proof Rooftop Lounge 
and Reef. Additionally, a constitu-
tional amendment delegating the 
planning of Senior Gala to the Stu-
dent Association Future Alumni 
Committee and Senior Committee 
will be proposed at the SA Senate 
Meeting today, Wednesday, April 
9. The formation of the Future 
Alumni Committee and the Senior 
Committee will also be proposed 
as legislation at the meeting.

In past years, the Senior Com-
mittee, run through the Office of 
Alumni Affairs, planned senior 
events such as the Senior Gala 
with sponsorship and funding 
from the administration, accord-
ing to SA Future Alumni Com-
mittee Chair Nina Bhatia. As a 
consequence of the event not be-
ing officially Rice-sponsored this 
year, Bhatia said she hopes to fun-
draise exclusively through ticket 
sales — $30 for seniors and $35 for 
guests — and a Senior Pub Night.

“It’s a little different this year, 
because it’s not an official Rice 
event,” Bhatia, a Will Rice Col-
lege senior, said. “We decided to 
choose a place that was off the 
light rail so we wouldn’t have the 
extra cost of transportation, so we 
started looking at places off the 
light rail, and Proof and Reef of-
fered us a really good deal. One of 
the big differences is that all of the 
things are going to [be] paid for by 
students themselves.”

According to SA President Ravi 
Sheth, the constitutional amend-
ments should ensure that events 
like Senior Gala consistently hap-
pen each year. 

“The great thing about both 
of these [committees] is that they 
will be constitutional amend-
ments,” Sheth, a Martel College 
junior, said. “Moving forward, 
these will be parts of our consti-
tution. We’re creating these struc-
tures for Rice traditions to happen 
in the future, and that’s what I’m 
really excited about. This is a ve-
hicle to promote [and enhance] 
tradition.”

Sheth said the vision of the 
to-be-formed Future Alumni 
Committee is to promote current 
student and alumni interaction 
through event planning and out-
reach.

“What we wanted to do this 
year was reexamine and see how 
we can make both senior tradi-
tions and the new Future Alumni 
Committee be more sustainable 
and be more well-placed,” Sheth 
said. “The vision now is that the 
Future Alumni Committee will be 
a place for more programming and 
promoting alumni engagement, 
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A student protester holds up a sign at Charles Murray’s talk April 7 at Her-
ring Hall. Protesters gathered outside starting at 4:30 p.m. and stayed 
through the question and answer session afterward. The protest was 
primarily organized by Black Student Association President Jackie Mutai.
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Rice contracts with box.com 
to provide staff cloud storage

 The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period March 30 - April 4. This does not rep-
resent the daily crime log required by the Clery Act, which can 
be found at rupd.rice.edu

Residential colleges
South Colleges

Other buildlings
BRC
North Servery

March 30 Public Intoxication

Public Lewdness
Extortion
Failure to stop render aid

Other locations
West Lot #4
RGA
Inner Loop

March 31
April 4

Assault
Theft

March 30
April 1
April 4
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promoting the fact that students are alumni 
from being here for a small amount of time.”

Sheth said the Senior Committee will func-
tion as a sub-committee of the Future Alumni 
Committee.

“[The Senior Committee]’s vision is to do 
events that currently are traditions and en-
hance programming from a senior point of 
view, find new traditions and look for different 
sources of funding, so we really want them to 
be creative,” Sheth said.

According to Bhatia, the organizers of Se-
nior Gala have worked closely with Rice Alum-
ni Affairs to plan this year’s Senior Gala. She 
said she expects Senior Gala to become even 
more of a tradition than it is now. 

“I think Senior Gala is going to happen ev-
ery year,” Bhatia said. “I think it’s something 
that, even though it may not be an official 
Rice event, we’ve gotten a lot of support from 
the Rice administration. Alumni Affairs, even 
though we’re not directly working with them, 
[has] been helpful with raising money and 

what to do with the money. Though it may not 
be an official Rice event like it used to be, [the 
administration] understands that it’s impor-
tant to students. It might change, it might not 
be as big, but it will never go away.”

SA Internal Vice President Abby Gordon 
said that, though Bhatia and others have made 
great efforts to plan this year’s Senior Gala, she 
hopes the amendments will make the planning 
more regular.

“The goal this year was to create something 
that would be sustainable for future years, be-
cause what we have currently isn’t,” Gordon, a 
Baker College junior, said.

Brown College senior Teresa Lin said she 
has high hopes for this year’s Senior Gala and 
expects it to remain a tradition.

“The fact that we’re having Senior Gala to 
begin with is exciting, because I know it was 
up in the air,” Lin said. “I feel like there’s a 
lot of different things that bring Rice students 
together, like being a senior. It doesn’t matter 
what college you’re from; it’s about being in 
your last year and celebrating it with everyone. 
I think that [future] senior classes will step up 
and plan [an event] that can’t be replicated in 
any other year of college.”

by Jennifer Shen
Thresher Staff

Rice University has teamed up with Box, 
a company that provides online file-sharing 
and storage services, for a cloud storage 
and sharing solution for research and col-
laboration among faculty and staff, accord-
ing to Barry Ribbeck, director of Systems, 
Architecture, Infrastructure, Cloud Strate-
gies and Initiatives. Because of their fre-
quent collaboration with faculty and staff 
on research and other efforts, students will 
also have access to the storage solution. The 
service will become available within the 
next two weeks.

Each faculty and staff member will re-
ceive 30 gigabytes of storage space, and each 
student will get one gigabyte, according to 
Ribbeck. Because the solution is extremely 
expensive, Information Technology want-
ed to start conservatively with the storage 
space and adjust depending on the demand.

“We are starting off small and [we’ll] see how 
well it takes off,” Ribbeck said. “We will be able 
to scale it very easily [if we need more space].”

The storage solution will be available 
through the website, Ribbeck said. Accord-
ing to Box’s website, there is also a local cli-
ent for Mac and Windows for syncing files. 
Files can also be synced across mobile de-
vices, including Android, iOS and Windows.

Ribbeck said the motivation behind get-
ting Box’s service came out of a survey con-
ducted by the IT Task Force, an effort started 
about two years ago by Kevin Kirby, vice 
president for Administration, to ensure Rice 
has the appropriate IT infrastructure to meet 
needs for research and education.

The IT Task Force found that there was a 
need on campus for an easy way to securely 
share sensitive information among faculty 
and staff for research, academic and admin-
istrative purposes, according to Ribbeck.

“[Sensitive information] is shipped 
around in emails,” Ribbeck said. “We end 
up having duplicate copies of documents 
that probably shouldn’t be scattered all over 
the place.”

Ribbeck said Rice chose Box’s service 
mainly for its ability to encrypt sensitive in-
formation such as research data and grant 
information. Box stores all its data inside 
the United States, ensuring that its access 
falls under U.S. jurisdictions and complies 
with U.S. laws such as the Family Education-
al Rights and Privacy Act, which protects the 
privacy of student education records.

“We really don’t want Rice business 
data and research documents to be housed 
in those [free, insecure] services,” Ribbeck 
said. “If we don’t provide these services, 
people will go out and use something that 
might be insecure.”

Ribbeck said mobile support and the 
ability to backup deleted information for 
up to 90 days was also part of the reason IT 
chose Box’s service.

“We really don’t want Rice 
business data and research 
documents to be housed in 
those [free, insecure] services.
If we don’t provide these ser-
vices, people will go out and 
use something that might be 
insecure.”

Barry Ribbeck
Director, SAI & Cloud Strategy
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breach. It might mean something, itmight not. 
But the fact that it’s almost exclusively accounts 
two years or older is interesting.”

Scarborough said a breach at Adobe late last 
year may have also contributed to the compro-
mised accounts.

“Adobe is actually a big player in higher edu-
cation,” Scarborough said. “A lot of people have 
Adobe accounts. We know that, again, people use 
the same password, and, again, people probably 
were forced to change their password at Adobe, 
but we [didn’t] see a mass change of passwords at 
Rice when Adobe announced their breach.”

According to Scarborough, the breach was ex-
acerbated because Rice does not require routine 
password changes.

“If we had an annual password change and 
[the compromised accounts] really were because 

of LinkedIn, we probably wouldn’t be having 
this [conversation],” Scarborough said. “People 
don’t want to move forward and make the entire 
university go through a system where we have 
to change passwords with some frequency. If 
there’s a big enough breach, and I can show that 
so many Rice addresses, if it’s 500 or 300, [were 
compromised], I can probably make an argument 
to push a campus-wide password change, but we 
haven’t been able to say that.”

Scarborough said password managers like 
KeePass and OnePass are useful tools for pre-
venting account compromises.

“I know it’s a challenge for people to choose 
different passwords, and we don’t want to go 
back to writing them behind keyboards like the 
old joke,” Scarborough said. “Password manag-
ers work. Most have integrated browser support 
and work well on mobile devices.”

Scarborough said he encourages anyone with 
questions to email him at marc.scarborough@
rice.edu or call at 713-348-5735.

Rice awards Watson and Zeff 
fellowships to three seniors

0hacks
from page 1

Colleen Fugate
Duncan College senior Colleen Fugate received this year’s 

Thomas J. Watson fellowship, which will fund a year of world trav-
el and independent study after graduation. 

Fugate said she will use her fellowship to study women in mi-
grant towns in five different countries. 

“The social, political and economic transformations caused 
by human migration indelibly affect the communities from 
where migrants originate,” Fugate said. “I will spend my year 
immersed in five national contexts, collecting and documenting 
women’s stories of strength and resilience through both writing 
and photography.”

Heather Olson
Wiess College senior Heather Olson also received a Watson fel-

lowship this year. 
Olson said she will use her fellowship to study inner-city com-

munity gardens around the world. She will be visiting Denmark, 
India, Nepal, Japan, Australia and Brazil. 

“In the cities that I visit as a Watson fellow, I will investigate 
all aspects of the establishment, maintenance and preservation of 
community gardens by speaking with gardeners, community lead-
ers, organizations and city officials,” Olson said. “I will see what 
frustrates and inspires gardeners and discover the individual in-
novations that imbue the city with character and life.”

Ana Builes
Baker College senior Ana Builes received the Roy and Hazel Zeff 

fellowship, which will also fund a year of world travel.
Builes said she use her fellowship to gain a global perspective 

on coffee farming by visiting Mexico, Brazil, Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Ethiopia and Rwanda. 

Builes said she plans on going to law school after her fellow-
ship, and then potentially starting her own coffee cooperative. She 
said she hopes to be able to explore global issues, such as women’s 
rights and fair trade, within the context of coffee production.

“I want to be able to explore both my interest in coffee and my 
interest in social justice through my Zeff fellowship,” Builes said. 
“I expect to be able to see how these two interests intersect.”

NEWS

  
The number of EMS calls made at Beer 

Bike was approximately the same as in previ-
ous years, although the calls made were less 
serious in nature, according to EMS Director 
Lisa Basgall and EMS Captain Patrick McCar-
thy. 

Beer Bike is EMS’s largest event, rivaled 
only by Commencement, NOD and last year’s 
Centennial celebration, according to McCar-
thy. 

“In general, Beer Bike’s our biggest event 
of the year, just [by] the pure volume of peo-
ple that come on campus,” McCarthy said.

Basgall said weather, such as excessive 
heat or rain, is an important factor in the 
number of calls made. 

“If it’s [really] hot, then people drink 
more, and when it’s rainy we get more slip-
and-fall accidents or cuts and scrapes and 
that kind of thing,” Basgall said. “This year 
it wasn’t super hot and it wasn’t super wet [at 

Beer Bike], and so it was good.” 
According to McCarthy, the distribution 

of types of calls made during Beer Bike was 
estimated at a third for fractures, a third for 
intoxication and a third for miscellaneous 
incidents such as chest pains, strokes and 
seizures. 

“[The distribution of calls at Beer Bike] 
generally mirrors our call distribution for the 
whole year,” McCarthy said. 

However, Basgall said overall, the calls 
made this year were less serious than in pre-
vious years, possibly due to the additional 
food provided by RPC. 

“RPC was really well-organized this year; 
adding the additional food stop helped a 
lot,” Basgall said. “Anytime anybody’s hav-
ing anything to drink that’s alcoholic, having 
food can help a lot too. I think the amount of 
food people had definitely contributed to less 
people that felt sick at the end of the day.”

 IN BRIEF
EMS calls at Beer Bike less severe than past years
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BSA member Brianne Rodgers said she 
chose to protest against Murray because of 
his racist and sexist views.

“The goal here is not to change [Murray’s] 
opinions, because at this point, there’s no 
way we’re going to change his opinions,” 
Rodgers, a Hanszen College junior, said. 
“But we do want to take a stand and show 
him that these views are not acceptable, not 
on the Rice campus, and not anywhere for 
that matter.”

HACER’s incoming president Crystal Ol-
alde said HACER wanted to take this event as 
an opportunity for the Hispanic minority to 
speak out and show its presence.

“We do not tolerate being undermined,” 
Olalde, a Martel College junior, said. “I’m 
excited to see a lot of faces out here, and 
hopefully Charles Murray can see what Rice 
is about.”

Students held signs with slogans includ-
ing “Correlation does not equal causation” 
and continued with chants such as “pseudo-
science” and “not an anomaly” inside Her-
ring Hall until Murray approached the micro-
phone.

Murray spoke for a few minutes at the be-
ginning of his talk regarding many people’s 
perception of him as racist and sexist. 

“[We have a] blind, relentless belief that 
all the differences we see in the phenotype, 
in the manifestations of humanity around 
us, whenever there are inequalities, are be-
cause of injustices,” Murray said. “[This] not 
only runs against common sense, [but also] 
degrades our sense of what it means to be 
human.”

After speaking for a half hour, Murray 
opened the floor to questions. Several stu-
dents asked Murray to clarify why he be-
lieves individuals’ productivity  diminishes 
when marriage stops being the primary form 
of societal organization. In a private inter-
view, Murray said his opinion on the impact 
of the feminist revolution on the demoraliza-
tion of men.

“I am not saying that the feminist revolu-
tion should not have occurred,” Murray said. 
“A collateral side effect that could not have 
been avoided involves the demoralization of 
working-class whites. That does not mean 
that, in order to cure the demoralization, 
women should stay in the kitchen and not go 
out and work.”

According to Murray, demoralization is 
contributing to working-class white men 
performing less community service, spend-
ing less time with family and being less in-
volved in religion than they have been in the 
past. He said an increasing number of men 
are turning to sleep and television in their 
leisure time.

“[Demoralization] takes the form of men 
who grow into their twenties living off their 
girlfriends, sort of scrabbling around in a 
great economy, maybe dealing a little drugs, 
maybe doing a few things that are a little 
sketchy in terms of their legality, maybe oc-
casionally picking up jobs but not hanging 
on to those jobs very often,” Murray said. “In 
fact, a lot of times, they’ll hang on to the job 
long enough to qualify for employment ben-

efits, and then they’ll quit the job in a very 
conscious decision. They’re playing six or 
seven hours of video games a day.”

Murray said he attributed the decline of 
marriage to three benefits of marriage that 
have been lost: psychological benefits, sex-
ual benefits and community status.

“Why is it in the past that men in their 
hot-blooded late teens and early twenties 
settled down and got married?” Murray said. 
“One was that it was a rite of passage, and 
that if you did not get married, you were seen 
as socially suspect by the rest of the commu-
nity. And another reason was that that was 
the only way you could get regular sexual ac-
cess to a woman, unless you paid for it. You 
didn’t get laid a lot as a single male in the 
1930s and 1940s unless you were married.”

According to Murray, a man’s psycho-
logical self-esteem is connected to his fam-
ily’s well-being. For example, if the family 
continues to proceed almost as well without 
the man’s presence, then his sense of impor-
tance to that family is impacted negatively. 

“All of those things say to a young male 
[now], ‘Hey, stay single, go out [where there 
are] lots of girls, have a good time,’ and that’s 
what they’re doing,” Murray said. “It makes 
perfect sense.”

Murray discussed his new book, Coming 
Apart, and the ideas his opinions about class 
distinctions in America. 

“In the past, you had a ruling elite in this 
country that was largely drawn from those in 
middle class and working class community,” 
Murray said. “They still remembered how it 
worked. We’re increasingly being governed 
by people who have lived in the upper-mid-
dle class bubble who feel much more affinity 
with [their European counterparts]. That is a 
fundamental betrayal of historically what it 
has meant to be an American.”

Rodgers said after the event that, on the 
surface, Murray’s statements do not sound 
incendiary, but that a deeper analysis reveals 
the assumptions behind his argument.

“For example, he said that before the de-
cline of society in the 1960s, America had a 
civil society that represented a way of human 
flourishing,” Rodgers said. “But how exactly 
does he come to the conclusion that America 
was flourishing? Who has to flourish? People 
of color and women certainly weren’t flour-
ishing.”

Delaplane said the event was a success, 
and he was happy to see students from or-
ganizations across campus engaging in the 
discussion. 

“There were some disruptions in an oth-
erwise respectful crowd,” Delaplane said. 
“The discussion provided by the Rice Feder-
alist Society and the Baker Institute Student 
Forum uniquely acted as a public forum in 
which dissenting opinions to Dr. Murray’s 
were voiced clearly in a professional intellec-
tual environment.”

BISF President Nathan Joo said the mis-
sion of the BISF is to facilitate policy dia-
logue from a wide range of perspectives and 
to advance a forum for students, faculty and 
scholars.

“We believe in open, transparent and 
critical dialogue,” Joo, a Will Rice College ju-
nior, said. “BISF thanks all students for their 
participation and insightful questions and 
comments.”

thorough and has been great in helping improve 
our language programs.”

According to CLIC Director Rafael Salaberry, 
the review committee recommended the change 
for first-year language courses from their current 
five credit, one hour a day, five days a week struc-
ture to six credit hours, two hours a day, three 
days a week.

“The previous curricular sequence of cred-
its (5-5-4-4 credits) had important logistical 
problems with regards to the increased course 
workload assigned to faculty, in some cases up 
to 24 hours per year,” Salaberry said. “Further-
more, the new curriculum will give the students 
the opportunity to study abroad right after they 
have taken two semesters of study in any given 
language. This is an important objective of the 
[CLIC] and Rice that, along with the increased 
opportunities for scholarships offered by the 
[CLIC], will promote study abroad opportunities 
for our students.”

SA Academics Committee Chair Nicole Zhao 
said the survey will ensure student input is ac-
counted for in future changes to the language 
curriculum.

“For those students that have taken a lan-
guage course, the survey asks for their opin-
ions on the quality of their … experience,” 
Zhao said. “For those who haven’t taken any 
language courses at Rice, the survey asks them 

what reasons led them not to take a language 
course at Rice.”

Zhao said the survey also asks for student 
evaluation on the language program and ideas 
to improve it.

“For everyone taking the survey, it asks for 
input on the proposed curriculum changes, such 
as what times would work best for students to 
schedule language classes and thoughts on mak-
ing the second introductory semester worth dis-
tribution credit,” Zhao said.

According to SA President Ravi Sheth, the SA 
began tackling the issue last December.

“We have been hearing feedback from stu-
dents [about] proposed changes to the language 
curriculum,” Sheth, a Martel College junior, said. 
“Dean Shumway and Dr. Salaberry were sched-
uled to talk at the SA meeting on March 17, but 
due to our timing changes for the meetings, they 
will now talk at the meeting on April 23. This de-
lay has given us a chance to gather student opin-
ion and further investigate the issue.”

According to Sheth, the SA wants to learn 
what students most want from the language pro-
gram so that the SA can be more explicit in their 
communication with the administration.

“We are trying to understand what students 
would like to see in an ideal language program 
and communicate that data with the adminis-
tration so that our language curriculum can be 
closely aligned with student needs and provide 
a world-class language education,” Sheth said.

Sheth and SA External Vice President Am-
ritha Kanakamedala met with Salaberry and 

Shumway on April 1 to discuss preliminary re-
sults of the survey; 190 students had responded 
at that time.

“After the meeting, I personally was con-
vinced of the administration and CLIC’s dedica-
tion to increasing undergraduate teaching excel-
lence and quality in these proposed changes,” 
Sheth said. “However, we believe that student 
input is integral to the nature of these changes, 
and the lack of student involvement in these 
changes plays a large role in the negative re-
sponse to the changes.”

To ensure the student voice is heard in fu-
ture language curriculum changes, the SA will 
introduce legislation on April 9 recommending 
that the CLIC form a student advisory board 
with members appointed by the SA president, 
Sheth said.

“Moving forward, we will be working with 
the CLIC to form a CLIC Student Advisory Board 
that will serve to gather student input and share 
changes with the student body,” Sheth said. 
“This will ensure that the language curriculum 
is better aligned with student needs in a sus-
tainable manner. Furthermore, the discussion 
with Dean Shumway and Dr. Salaberry will be 
an avenue for student input and thoughts on 
proposed changes.”

According to Sheth, the student advisory 
board is integral in maintaining communication 
between the CLIC and students.

“We are working our best to make sure the ad-
ministration understands student priorities and 
students fully understand the changes the ad-

ministration [is] making,” Sheth said. “The sur-
vey and creation of a sustainable advisory board 
are tangible steps towards this goal. [Shumway] 
and [Salaberry] agreed to form this board in our 
meeting with them. The SA will select and ap-
point members but, structurally, this needs to be 
part of CLIC for sustainability.”

Wiess College freshman Yichuan Ma said she 
thinks the survey will allow the CLIC to make 
more informed decisions on future changes to 
language courses.

“I think I would appreciate changing [first-
year language courses] to six credits if I were a 
freshman, since learning a language needs con-
centrated practice,” Ma said. “If they are com-
bining 101 and 102, it shortens my time to get to 
200 level courses for distribution. Also, I have 
friends complaining that they can’t take the lan-
guage course because they don’t want to spend 
10 credits on courses that won’t give them distri-
bution credits. If [the second semester] counts as 
distribution, I think it will definitely encourage 
them to take language courses.”

Martel freshmen Catherine Miller, who is tak-
ing GERM 102: Beginning German II, said she 
thinks the credit hour increase, as well as cur-
riculum changes, will prevent students who are 
currently taking the first introductory language 
course from taking the next level class. 

“Making the intro language classes six credit 
hours instead of the previous five will make it 
more difficult for students to fit the classes into 
their schedules and will serve to discourage stu-
dents from learning a new language,” Miller said.

0language 
from page 1

BAYSK members perfrom at the Rice Taiwanese Association Night Market on April 5. Night Mar-
ket is RTA’s take on a popular Taiwanese pastime and featured food, games and photobooths.

Jason Liu/Thresher
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Trigger warning : This article discusses issues 
surrounding sexual assault.

Before I begin, I would like to emphasize that 
I know nothing about the specifics of the event 
which occurred recently, nor is it my business to 
investigate said incident outside of the informa-
tion that the student body received from RUPD. I 
am focusing exclusively on the language of the 
emails, which many students and alumni other 
than myself have found to be problematic. In ad-
dition, I would like to also articulate that I am 
writing this with the explicit permission and 
guidance from a representative of the Lovett 
College community as well as other survivors to 
ensure that I am entering this discussion as sen-
sitively as I possibly can.

With regard to the emails the student body 
received two weeks ago, I have managed to ob-
tain clarification on the RUPD communications 
from both administrators and fellow students 
more familiar with these issues. Although this 
has already been publicly explained a couple 
of times, I would like to reiterate my findings for 
those of us who did not have prior knowledge 
with regard to the discrepancy between Rice 
policy and the Texas Penal Code, so that mem-
bers of the community who are still unfamiliar 
with this distinction — particularly out-of-state 
and foreign students — can be better informed.

My initial assumption was that the confusion 
resulted from a simple miscommunication; this 
was not the case. The confusion stemmed from 
the fact that I, as well as other students, wrongly 
assumed the Rice sexual-misconduct policy is 
consistent with Texas state law. The Student 
Code of Conduct includes non-consensual sex-
ual contact in its definition of sexual assault, 
which is the case in many state laws — including 
New York, Pennsylvania, California, Utah, Kan-
sas and Louisiana, just to name a few. However, 
this definition is not, in fact, shared by the Texas 
Penal Code (Sec. 22.011). Instead, the Texas Pe-
nal Code describes acts of non-consensual sex-
ual contact as simple assault (Sec. 22.01). How-
ever, I was told intent of sexual assault — despite 
the implication of the name — is actually consid-
ered a more severe offense than simple assault. I 
was also told the reason the emails were worded 
in this way is because RUPD typically launches 
investigations by using the definitions provided 
by Texas law.

Despite all of this, the issue I am trying to 
bring up is not one that has to do with the nu-
ances of Texas law. Instead, I would like to focus 
on the fact that the student body received com-
munication from RUPD that directly contradict-
ed Rice policy. Hopefully, I will be able to explain 
why I think this is a concern.

Every student at Rice University is bound 
by a set of core values outlined in the Code of 

Conduct, which includes the university’s policy 
on sexual assault. The wording of the emails, 
although expressed using language regarded 
acceptable by the Penal Code, came across as in-
sensitive to these values. Although the incident 
involved an outside party, the notifications were 
ultimately sent from and received by members 
of the Rice community. That being said, I believe 
the RUPD communications had the unfortu-
nate side effect of confusing a university policy 
which is already misunderstood by so many 
of us — including myself. Such confusion is a 

threat to student safety, because most perpetra-
tors typically do not realize they are committing a 
crime (some victims may not immediately realize 
it either). I know that many students other than 
myself would feel much safer knowing there is no 
doubt in anyone’s mind as to what constitutes ac-
ceptable behavior at this university, which is one 
reason why we found the emails disconcerting.

Protecting students is not just about fighting 
misconceptions. More importantly, it’s about 
implementing a much-needed sensitivity to-
ward a victimized community, whose aftermath 
is often colored by fear and distress. To integrate 
a broad definition of sexual assault is to commu-
nicate sensitively on such issues without open-
ing discussion to the details of the event itself. 

The more unnecessary information the commu-
nity is provided with, the higher the chances are 
that subsequent conversation will only promote 
further distress. In this respect, I believe the no-
tifications included unnecessary details about 
the incident which failed to give the victims and 
the case space. The communication was thus 
unsuccessful in reinforcing one of Rice’s core 
values, which is to put the physical, emotional 
and mental welfare of the community above all 
else, including, on some occasions, our collec-
tive desire for information.

In light of this unhappy incident, I would like 
to make some productive suggestions. Since the 
university’s definition of sexual assault is often 
something students already find confusing, and 
since seeking clarification can have the unde-
sired side effect of inciting additional trauma, I 
believe communications of this nature should 
seek to limit the narrative in such a way that it 
does not contradict Rice policy. In accordance 
with the Clery Act, the RUPD crime logs use the 
term “sex offense” in reference to such crimes. 
I believe this classification is broad enough to 
encompass both Texas law and Rice policy, and 
therefore sensitive enough for our community in 
that it does not necessitate any specific accounts 
of the event. This kind of language goes a long 
way in reassuring students who, like me, feel 
extremely protected by policies which embrace 
a broader definition of sexual assault.

There has been discontent amongst students 
with the fact that the notifications were sent so 
late in the timeline — a logistical issue which 
I certainly hope will be addressed in the near 
future through further productive dialogue. De-
spite all of this, I would like to mention that I per-
sonally am extraordinarily grateful to both the 
administration and to RUPD for working hard 
to keep us safe and for being surprisingly open 
to discussion. I hope they will continue to do so 
in the future. Finally, I would like to bring atten-
tion to the fact that April 7-10 is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Week at Rice; this is a good oppor-
tunity for all of us to further educate ourselves, 
revisit Rice’s policy and continue to support one 
another as we continue to navigate these issues.
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Murray protest 
demonstrates much-
needed advocacy yet 

means of protest could be 
improved

The Thresher was excited to see the po-
litical activism exemplified by the protest 
of Charles Murray’s speech (see story, pg. 
1) but thought the protest could have been 
more effectively executed. 

On a campus that is too-frequently 
plagued with apathy, it was encourag-
ing to see students and other community 
members take a stand against Murray’s 
ideas because they believed them to be 
unjust. We were proud to see students sup-
porting a cause they consider important. 

That being said, we felt that the protest 
efforts could have been better targeted. 
While it is our perception that people pro-
tested Murray’s presence at Rice because 
of his ideas and research, many of the 
behaviors exhibited by the protesters tar-
geted Murray as an individual rather than 
a promoter of specific controversial con-
cepts. Many of the signs protesters created 
for the event included personal attacks 
on Murray’s intelligence and livelihood — 
these types of attacks, though many feel 
were warranted, are counter-productive 
to promoting the kind of dialogue and 
critical analysis expected of Rice students. 
We would have liked to see these tactics 
replaced with protesters’ targeted ques-
tions, poignant rebuttals and clearly or-
ganized agendas. More fully utilizing the 
question and answer section at the end 
of Murray’s speech to express criticism of 
his ideals rather than resorting to fits of 
coughing and other interruptions during 
his presentation would have shown that 
Rice students not only disagreed with his 
points, but were intelligent adults who 
could participate productively in a conten-
tious academic discussion. 

Additionally, the intentions behind 
bringing Murray could have been initially 
made clearer to the student body. While 
the Rice Federalist Society and the Baker 
Institute Student Forum both publicly stated 
before Murray’s arrival that the decision to 
bring Murray to Rice was not necessarily 
an endorsement of his points, but rather a 
decision to encourage debate and discussion 
about his historically controversial views, 
that sentiment should have accompanied 
the original publicizing of the event. Rice 
Fed-Soc and BISF had a duty to ensure the 
talk went smoothly and should have explic-
itly addressed the protesters before the talk 
and encouraged constructive discussion.

In the future, we would like to see the 
Rice community continue this flair of 
activism. Not only did this protest draw 
attention to Murray’s speech in particular, 
but it spurred many discussions on cam-
pus about diversity and fairness, and we 
hope to see that kind of academic discus-
sion maintained at Rice.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

Adelina Koleva 
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senior
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RUPD email language harmful to students

 The communication 
was thus unsuccess-
ful in reinforcing one 
of Rice’s core values, 
which is to put the 
physical, emotional 
and mental welfare of 
the community above 
all else, including, on 
some occasions, our 
collective desire for 
information.

I find these viewpoints outrageous and 
despicable. However, this does not mean 
BISF or the Federalist Society were out of 
line for bringing him to campus.

- Kaylen Strench
Baker College sophomore,Thresher A&E Editor

He made enough offensive, uneducat-
ed, unsupported comments to fuel a 
separate hour-long discussion follow-
ing the event. 

- Fernanda Pierre
Jones College seniorONLINE

To read more about Charles Murray coming to speak at Rice and the resulting 
protest, visit http://www.ricethresher.org/opinion/ for two students’ opinions. 
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arts

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston.

ToTaLLY TExaN
Whether you’re a tried-and-true Texan 
or a curious non-native, you’re bound 
to enjoy the 2014 Totally Texas Festival 
on Saturday, April 12 from 9 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. The festival celebrates Texas inde-
pendence from Mexico with music, a 
chili cookoff, a country-talent compe-
tition and a parade. Admission is free. 

Jimmy Burke Activity Center
500 W. 13th St.
deerpark.org

groovY
Hey man! Are you ready for the (re)
dawning of the Age of Aquarius? Check 
out Bubblegum Yum Video Jukebox 
Love Party, a showcase of short films 
inspired by the far-out feelings of ’60s 
bubblegum music. The event is April 
11 at 7 p.m. Be there or be square. 

Orange Show Center for Vision-
ary Art

2402 Munger St. 
orangeshow.org

jEff bridgES
Come see a true renaissance 
man this Saturday, April 12. 
Academy Award winner Jeff 
Bridges (The Big Lebowski) will 
be performing songs from his 
critically-acclaimed self-titled 
album. The concert will begin 
at 8 p.m. and tickets start at $37.

Warehouse Live
813 Saint Emanuel 

warehouselive.com

jazz
It’s Jazz Appreciation Month! Celebrate 
by attending the concerts hosted by Da 
Camera Houston at Discovery Green 
April 10-14. The events will feature jazz 
vocalists and instrumentalists from the 
Greater Houston area, and the concerts 
will start at 6:30 p.m. Picnics and blan-
kets for lawn seating recommended. 

Discovery Green
Labranch at Lamar

dacamera.com

Vietnamese artist Dinh Q. Le (left) arranges photo collages for his upcoming Rice Gallery exhibition Crossing the Farther Shore. The exhibit focuses 
on capturing stories of the Vietnamese who had to escape their home country during the Vietnam War period through black and white photographs, 
accompanying handwritten notes, narratives and poetry. The installation will be on display in Sewall Hall from April 10 to Aug. 28. 

kai sheng/Thresher

Rice Gallery commissions new artist
Sophie Newman

A&E Editor

The Rice University Art Gallery 
has commissioned Vietnamese art-
ist Dinh Q. Le to showcase his latest 
work, Crossing the Farther Shore, from 
April 10 to Aug. 28. The installation ex-
amines the Vietnam War era through 
a combination of black and white 
photos taken in Vietnam pre-1975 and 
short, handwritten notes. Le discusses 
the personal meaning of his work as 
well as the significance of its title: 

1. Is this the first exhibition of 
this kind that you have done, or 
does this show accompany your 
previous work?

“It’s a new work, but it’s a continu-
ation of a previous work I did around 
1999-2000. I have been thinking about 
that piece over the years and how to 
expand it — make it more sculptural. 
It’s called ‘Mot Coi Di Ve,’ and it means 
spending one’s life trying to find one’s 
way home.”

2. Where did you find the photos?
“I started collecting these photos out 

of a kind of desire to find my own family 
photos. When my family escaped Viet-
nam in 1978, we had to leave everything 
behind. So, when I moved back to Viet-
nam in the mid ’90s, I found a second-
hand shop that [sold] black and white 
photos. I started collecting the photos 
because they reminded me of something 
— my family, my childhood. They have 
become a kind of surrogate family.” 

3. Can you talk a little about the 
handwritten notes that will accom-
pany the pictures?

“Some of the photographs come 
with existing notes. Most of the time 
they are dates, locations and names 
of the people in the photographs. And 
then there are photographs that have 
no written notes whatsoever, and we 
don’t know where they come from. 
So, what I did for this work was [add] 
narratives of Vietnamese overseas, as 
well as this epic poem, ‘The Tale of 
Kieu,’ which talks about a young lady 
who, through circumstances, had to 
sell herself in order to save her family. 
Through her troubles, she had to sell 
far away from home, but she always 
dreamed of coming home, and eventu-
ally she did. I felt that a lot of Vietnam-
ese overseas, the older generation, 
identify with her story because it mir-
rors their own desire to come home.”

4. What is the significance of the 
title of the exhibit, Crossing the Far-
ther Shore?

“The older generation, particu-
larly my mom’s generation, migrated 
to America, lived in America, but 
their heart was still in Vietnam. Even 
though they are here, they are divided. 
They are neither here nor there. They 
are constantly crossing but they never 
arrive.”

The opening reception for Crossing 
the Farther Shore is Thursday, April 10 
from 5-7 p.m. This interview has been 
edited for clarity and length.

Kaylen Strench
A&E Editor

This past Saturday, April 5, 
former president George W. Bush 
launched a public exhibition of 
his paintings at his presidential 
library in Dallas. Bush’s paint-
ings include everything from 
cats to world leaders produced 
in large, clunky brushstrokes on 
a variety of solid-colored back-
grounds. Bush’s paintings have 
not escaped their fair share of 
critical analysis, most of which 
has included the words “creepy” 
and “bizarre.” The Daily Tele-
graph art critic Alastair Sooke 
recently described his style as 
“idiosyncratically naive and 
skew-whiff,” whatever that 
means.

The thorough coverage of 
Bush’s universally-condemned 
art brings to mind the question, 
“Why the hell does anyone care 
about George Bush’s bad paint-
ings?” When you get past the 
alarming weirdness of the men-
tal image of Bush proudly finish-
ing up a disfigured portrait of a 
cat, is there any artistic signifi-
cance to his work?

One answer could be that the 
paintings allow access to Bush’s 
psyche: They tell us deeper 
things about his approach to life 
and world leadership. Besides 
his choices to portray world 
leaders with either smiles or 
frowns, however, I can’t seem 
to find any other symbolic sig-
nificance to the works. We can’t 
blame Bush for this though; he’s 
a literal man who’s straight to 
the point.

Instead, I claim that we don’t 
care about Bush’s art because of 
his crappy paintings or his non-
artistic soul. His paintings are 
important because of his choice 
to paint them and display them 
to the world. Human beings of all 
cultures, ages and backgrounds 
write in diaries or sketch from 
photographs. Many the 50-plus 
housewife, including many of 
my mom’s friends, have taken 
up painting as a casual hobby. 
However, few make the impor-
tant choice to expose these naive 
attempts to the world for analy-
sis and sometimes rather harsh 
critique. Art does not require 
symbolic depth or skill; what 
it does require is an audience. 
Bush’s paintings suck, but they 
deserve the honor of being la-
beled “art” because he put them 
on display anyway. His fame and 

Why we 
should care 

about George 
Bush’s sh**ty 

paintings

0see BUSH, page 8
Le’s exhibit is an architectural installation with hanging grids of pho-
tos that will form cubes remiscent of mosquito nets in Vietnam. 

kai sheng/Thresher
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LPAP Speed Dating
With registration right around the corner, students need to start thinking about picking courses that 

will define the remainder of their college experience. Yeah, we’re talking about LPAPs. Considering the cut-
throat competition over courses and the dense distribution and major requirements packing your sched-
ule, students only get to take a couple, and thus need to choose these classes very wisely. The Thresher is 
here to help by reviewing a few of fall 2014’s LPAP offerings.

Intro to SalSa, MaMbo and Cha Cha

Intro to Fox trot and Waltz

dISCoverIng PerSonal WellneSS

time Slot: Tues/Thurs 2:30-3:35 p.m.

teacher: Jill Banta

reviewer: Lovett College junior Kayla Hatchell

What they say you do: Lectures and demonstration of the dance; drills on basic skills.

What you actually do: “At the beginning of the semester, we were di-
vided up into followers and leaders and learned the steps individu-

ally,” Hatchell said. “Then we practiced with partners and rotated 
so we danced with everyone. Toward the end of the semester, 
we learned moves together and learned how to link different 
moves.”

learn anything?: “We learned how to be a solid dance partner 
for Salsa, Cha Cha and Bachata,” Hatchell said. “We also learned 
how to adjust to the styles of different dance partners.”

difficulty level: “Easy A, as far as I know,” Hatchell said. “You 
don’t have to be in good shape.”

Instructor critique: “Jill is a great instructor and worked with us 
at a slow pace until we learned the moves,” Hatchell said. 

“She put pressure on the guys to lead well, but it paid 
off.”

recommend?: Yes. “The class was so much fun, 
and I think anyone who is remotely inter-

ested in salsa should take it,” Hatchell 
said. “It was [also] great having a solid 
salsa background for Latin Pub Night.”

time Slot: Tues/Thurs 1:00-2:05 p.m.

teacher: Jill Banta

reviewer: McMurtry College freshman Seth Berggren

What they say you do: Demonstration, lectures, drills.

What you actually do: “Every day, we’d sign in, review some stuff we learned from previous class-
es and then learn new stuff or review some more for the rest of the class,” Berggren said. “Near 
the end of the semester, we no longer had instruction time, just practice time for our final perfor-

mance.”

learn anything?: “I feel like I have rudimentary foxtrot and waltz 
skills,” Berggren said. “I’d feel comfortable participating 

in a social dancing situation should 
one arise.”

Instructor critique: “Jill was super 
chill and laid back,” Berggren said. 

“She was an amazing instructor that 
made learning new dance moves rela-

tively easy. Plus, Jill has the most fan-
tastic nails you will ever lay your eyes 
upon; they always match her shirts. I 
honestly don’t know how she does it.”

recommend?: Yes. “This LPAP is ideal 
for someone wanting to learn a new 

type of dancing or simply looking to meet 
new people,” Berggren said. “Since it’s a 

dancing class, you’re nearly always in contact 
with someone, so who knows, you could find your eter-

nal partner in this class. Also, if you’re averse to strenuous 
physical activity, this LPAP is ideal.”

time Slot: Mon 3-4:40 p.m.

teacher: Marcia Oliveira

reviewer: Brown College freshman Lesley Miller

What they say you do: Discuss factors that lead to personal well-being, giving special attention to 
your particular needs and goals.

What you actually do: “Spend three hours going over two chapters in the textbook about wellness 
with discussion,” Miller said.

learn anything?: “Not much that I didn’t already know,” Miller said. “Same general talk about being 
fit, eating healthy, don’t drink, smoke or have sex without proper precautions.”

difficulty level: “The amount of work was excessive for an LPAP,” Miller said. “Reflection papers 
were required for each class, and an eight to ten page final pa-

per was required. It wasn’t that difficult, but it was annoying 
when I talked to other people in other LPAPs and realized 

I was the only one having to do these kinds of things.”

Instructor critique: “The professor was very nice,” 
Miller said. “Although, some people became con-

cerned because she never gave us our grades 
back. On the last day of class, she told us that 
most of the class had B’s, causing widespread 

panic to ensue. That was fun. Also, the class 
was made up of two extremes: those taking it be-
cause they were passionate about wellness and 
those taking it to avoid an LPAP that involved 
fitness. Thus, when she made us discuss our 
numbers and results on various assessments, it 
was a little uncomfortable if you were in the latter 
category.”

recommend?: “If you’re looking for an LPAP that 
involves sitting for three hours, you’ve found the 
one,” Miller said. “Just be prepared to do the ac-

tual reading and writing to make up for it.”



the Rice Thresher Wednesday, April 9, 2014A&E8

shaky public perception only underscore 
the bravery of this act. 

In fact, the choice to create and display 
is one of the most powerful and artistically 
meaningful acts a human can ever make; it 
involves isolating a delicate part of one’s 
soul and exposing it in a way that renders it 
completely vulnerable. The larger the audi-
ence and the lower the quality of the work, 
the more impressive the decision. I would 
even argue that Rice students should be 

moved by Bush’s decision to display their 
own work in a public setting. While offer-
ing it up to the proverbial shark tank is an 
intimidating thought, to do so is to show 
confidence that you can stand the criticism. 
If Bush can shamelessly present his globby 
portraits of world leaders, you can definite-
ly publish your Franzian short story on en-
vironmental Marxism.

In conclusion, I beseech you George 
Bush: Ignore the criticism of your shitty 
paintings. You are an artist, and while your 
paintings may not deserve respect from the 
art world, your choice to display them cer-
tainly does.

0bush
from page 6

Above is one of George W. Bush’s most noteworthy paintings, a portrait of Russian leader 
Vladimir Putin. Bush’s choice to portray Putin grimacing, as opposed to the happier expres-
sions of leaders in other paintings, indicates his relative disdain for the Russian president.

courtesy reuters

 This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser

Captain America – The Winter Soldier

The newest film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe is the second starring 
feature for the titular, patriotic superhero Chris Evans, but unlike its predeces-
sor, the film has a modern setting. Determined to expose a conspiracy, Captain 
America teams up with the Black Widow (Scarlett Johansson, Her) to track down 
an unexpected enemy. PG-13. 136 minutes.

courtesy walt disney studios

A Dotted Line 
Nickel Creek

After taking a self-described “indefinite hiatus” in 2007, the Grammy Award-win-
ning, progressive, bluegrass and contemporary folk trio returns for its sixth album, 
coinciding with its 25th-anniversary celebration. The collection includes a combina-
tion of original tracks as well as covers of songs by Sam Phillips and Mother Mother, 
and it will precede a “reunion” tour that will stop at several folk festivals across the 
country this summer.

In ThEATERs

ALBUM

The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug

Although its predecessor was more financially successful in theatres, both crit-
ics and fans consider the second installment in Peter Jackson’s Hobbit trilogy an im-
provement on the first of the series. Picking up in the middle of the epic story, the 
film includes majestic battle scenes, witty dialogue and the first appearance of the 
mysterious dragon Smaug (Benedict Cumberbatch, Sherlock). Bonus features include 
behind-the-scenes documentaries, a music video and 3-D compatibility. 

DVD

courtesy none such records

courtesy warner bros entertainment

courtesy electronic arts
Titanfall

Developed exclusively for Microsoft by Electronic Arts, this new, first-person shooter 
game allows players to compete in six-on-six matches as human-piloted robots on a war-
torn planet. The game also features fast-paced action and cloud-computing services that 
allow non-player activity to be offloaded to servers in order to optimize graphical perfor-
mance. The game has already received numerous awards at the E3 Game Critics Awards 
and has been praised for its player accessibility. Available for Xbox One, Xbox 360 and PC.

VIDEo GAME



9Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports

by Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

On Saturday, April 5, the Rice University 
women’s tennis team beat DePaul University 
6-1 at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. This recent 
victory is the latest in a seven-game winning 
streak for the Owls. Rice’s record is now 13-5.

In addition to the winning streak, senior 
Dominque Harmath was named C-USA Wom-
en’s Tennis Athlete of the week last week.

Harmath said she was honored to be given 
validation for all her hard work.

“I was honored to be the athlete of the 
week,” Harmath said. “It’s a great feeling to see 
hard work pay off in matches.”

While Harmath said the team is pleased 
with the most recent triumph over DePaul, suc-
cess against Yale University earlier this month 
was key to the team’s momentum. Rice beat 
Yale 4-3 in a close match that nearly ended the 
winning streak.

Harmath said the team was able to beat Yale 
through tenacity and the ability to execute in 
doubles matches.

Mike Rhoades brings passion, intensity to Rice

Baseball drops series to East Carolina
by Michael Kidd

Thresher Staff

The Rice University baseball team hosted 
the Eastern Carolina University Pirates this past 
weekend in a three-game series between the top 
two teams in Conference USA. For the second 
straight weekend, the Owls won only one game 
out of three, giving ECU the series victory for the 
first time since 2006. The Owls are now 22-12 on 
the season (10-5 in conference play), while the 
Pirates improved to 19-13 overall (8-4 in confer-
ence play). 

On Friday night, two of the premier junior 
pitchers in the country took the mound as ECU’s 
Jeff Hoffman and Rice ace Zech Lemond squared 
off at Reckling Park. The game remained score-
less through four innings until Rice strung to-
gether three consecutive singles to take a 1-0 lead 
in the bottom of the fifth. 

The Pirates scored a run in the following in-
ning to tie the ballgame at one run each. The score 
would remain that way until the ninth inning. The 
Owls walked two batters and allowed two singles 
in the ninth, which gave ECU the 3-1 lead. The 
Owls led the inning off with back-to-back singles. 
With runners on second and third and one out, 
the Owls only managed to score one of the base 
runners and lost by a final score of 3-2. 

by Nicki Chamberlain-Simon and 
Evan Neustater

Thresher Staff and sports editor

Every day, Mike Rhoades wears a custom-
made black rubber bracelet that says “Lots of 
love and faith — with no excuses.” Rhoades 
swears by this motto, and he hopes to bring 
his philosophy to the Rice University men’s 
basketball team as the new head coach. 

Rhoades, who was announced as the 
successor to former Head Coach Ben Braun 
on March 26, has deep roots in basketball. 
Rhoades says his love and dedication for the 
sport began when he was the ball boy for his 
uncle’s high school basketball team and con-
tinued throughout his childhood. 

“I’d always dribble my basketball,” 
Rhoades said. “Where I lived, there was a 
two-mile hill that went outside of my town 
straight up, and I would run that, dribbling 
my basketball at the hottest time of the day.”

He went on to be a varsity point guard 
for three years on his hometown high school 
team in Pennsylvania, where he earned All-
State and All-American honors. Rhoades later 
began his head-coaching career at Randolph-
Macon College at the age of 25. Since then, 
Rhoades has coached his teams to several ap-
pearances in the NCAA tournament, including 
in 2011, 2012 and 2014, as an assistant coach at 
Virginia Commonwealth University.

Beyond his experience with basketball, 
Rhoades also brings a drive to compete. The 
first image result for a Google search of his 
name is a picture of Rhoades missing two 
front teeth after getting elbowed in a scrim-
mage with his own VCU players. In another 
demonstration of his dedication, Rhoades 
completed every task alongside his players 
when the team hired an ex-Navy Seal to run a 
mock Seal Team training.   

0see Rhoades, page 11

0see Baseball, page 11 0see Tennis, page 10

Where I lived, there was a 
two-mile hill that went out-
side of my town straight up, 
and I would run that drib-
bling my basketball at the 
hottest time of the day.

Mike Rhoades
Head Coach

Women’s tennis 
wins, pushing 

streak to seven

Courtesy riCe sports information
New men’s basketball Head Coach Mike Rhoades coaches his players at his previous school, Virginia Commonwealth Univerity.  Rhoades comes to 
Rice after helping the Rams reach four NCAA Tournament appearances, including a trip to the Final Four in 2011.

marCel merwin/thresher
Sophomore Matt Ditman delivers a pitch Sunday against East Carolina University.  The Owls 
fell 2-1 on Sunday and dropped the three-game series two games to one.
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“Our victory over Yale was an extremely hard-
fought one,” Harmath said. “[The] team did a fan-
tastic job pulling out the doubles point, and it gave 
us the edge to later take the win.”

Rice will play Baylor University on Wednesday, 
April 9 at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. Rice lost to 
Baylor 6-1 earlier this season in Waco, Texas. This 
Sunday, Rice will play University of Texas, San An-
tonio at home once again. 

Baylor and UTSA are the final matches of the 
season. On April 17, the C-USA Tennis Champi-
onships begin in Norfolk, Va. With the season 
drawing to a close, Rice is looking to finish on 
a strong note and carry its momentum into the 
conference tournament. 

Harmath said their success has been 
achieved through the team’s focus on doubles.

“We have put a lot of emphasis on doubles, as 
capturing the doubles point in dual matches has 
proven to be crucial in big matches,” Harmath said.

Harmath also said the team has no intention of 
resting on its successes. She said they are happy for 
the winning streak, but are mostly focusing on the 
pivotal matches in the near future.

“Winning feels great, but we have to keep our 
focus, as we have some very important matches up 
ahead,” Harmath said.

According to Harmath, the team is anxious to 
face Baylor once more. She said the match this 
Wednesday will be a hard-fought battle.

“Baylor is a strong team, and we are excited to 
take them on again this season,” Harmath said. “It’s 
going to be an intense matchup on Wednesday.”

games this week

Sports
Calendar

Football
Blue and Gray 

Spring Game, 
7 p.m.

Rice Stadium           

Come watch the final spring 
scrimmage for the Rice football 
team and see what the future 
holds for the defending Confer-
ence USA champions.

11

0TEnnis
 from page 9

Women’s 
tennis

vs. USTA, 
11 a.m., 

Jake Hess Stadium

The Rice women’s tennis team 
looks to continue its impres-
sive seven-game winning streak 
against UTSA at Jake Hess Sta-
dium.  With the end of the regular 
season fast approaching, the Owls 
look to finish the season with mo-
mentum heading into the confer-
ence tournament.

13

Frankie Huang/THresHer
Junior Natalie Beazant hits a forehand against Depaul University on April 5.  Beazant won her 
doubles match alongside junior Liat Zimmerman.

Winning feels great, but we 
have to keep our focus, as we 
have some very important 
matches up ahead. 

Dominque Harmath

Baseball
at Tulane, 

April 11, 6:30 p.m.    
April 12, 2:00 p.m.             

April 13, 1:00 p.m.     

The Rice  baseball team (22-12) 
looks to continue its impressive 
season as it heads to New Orleans 
to face Tulane in a conference 

matchup.  The Owls, 
who remain at the 

top of Confer-
e n c e - USA , 
have faced 
s t r u g g l e s 
r e c e n t l y, 
and look to 
r e b o u n d 
a g a i n s t  
Tulane.

11

Times and rankings

Beer Bike Results

Alumni
1. Will Rice (16:35)

2. GSA (16:42)

3. Hanzen (16:59)

Women’s
1. Jones (17:32)

2. McMurtry (17:36)

3. Will Rice (17:37)

Men’s
1. Will Rice (23:55)

2. McMurtry (23:50)

3. Jones (24:07)
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Saturday’s ballgame featured sophomore 
pitcher Blake Fox starting for the Owls. Rice’s of-
fense took advantage of  ECU’s pitching early, as 
Rice took a 5-0 lead by the fourth inning. Sopho-
more Connor Teykl hit a two-out single that scored 
two Owls while senior Shane Hoelscher and junior 
John Clay Reeves each contributed one RBI. 

Fox would proceed to throw 7.1 innings of shut-
out baseball to ensure Rice’s victory. Rice went 
on to score three more runs in the bottom of the 
eighth, winning with a final score of 8-0. Fox im-
proved to 7-0 on the year and allows an average 
of less than one run per every nine innings he 
pitches. 

In the final and deciding game of the week-
end series, the Owls had senior Chase McDow-
ell on the mound in what would be a rainy 
contest throughout. The early 10:30 a.m. start 
time did not prevent the inclement weather as 
rain poured throughout the first five innings 
of the ballgame. The Owls managed to get on 
the board first as senior Michael Aquino hit a 
double to deep left, which was followed up by 
a Keenan Cook triple to take a 1-0 lead. 

After a rain delay halted play for approxi-
mately one hour and 15 minutes, the Owls 
went back to work, holding the ECU Pirates 
scoreless until the ninth inning. With two outs 
and nobody on base for ECU, Rice needed one 
more out to secure the win but were unable to 
do so. An ECU rally would bring in two runs in 
the ninth inning to take a 2-1 lead headed into 

the bottom half of the inning. Despite Rice’s 
attempt to rally after the leadoff hitter reached 
base, a ball hit down the line was corralled by 
ECU and turned into a double-play to finish 
the game. 

Hoelscher said despite the disappointing 
losses as of late, the Owls must regain their 
drive to get the job done and continue to win 
ballgames. 

“We don’t have a choice but to respond 
with some energy, tenacity and focus,” Hoel-
scher said. “We need to start realizing that we 
must win and get the job done for each other.” 

In his final season with the Owls, Hoel-
scher said the number one goal is to win an-
other Conference USA title. He said he wants 
his team to focus and get the team back on 
track.

“Right now the number one goal is to win 
[Conference USA],” Hoelscher said. “We have 
to go into every game from here on out expect-
ing to win.”

Fox said he believes that despite the recent 
losses, his team has a great chance of winning 
this upcoming weekend against Tulane Uni-
versity. 

“Hopefully we can bring our A game when 
headed out on the road to [play] an overall 
solid team,” Fox said. “As long as our bats are 
there and our pitchers are filling up the zone, 
we have a good chance of getting some wins.”

The Owls will face conference-foe Tulane 
University this upcoming weekend in New 
Orleans, La. Tulane is 14-16 overall (6-8 in 
conference play). First pitch is scheduled for 
Friday, April 11 at 6:30 p.m.

Rhoades has already made changes with-
in the Rice basketball staff, hiring assistant 
coaches Scott Pera from the University of 
Pennsylvania and JD Byers from Radford Uni-
versity. Rhoades said while coaches are impor-
tant to the team, the student athletes are his 
main priority.

“The number one thing is the players,” 
Rhoades said. “I make sure I hire guys that are 
player-friendly, that want to spend time with 
the players and that aren’t afraid to sweat with 
them and work for them.” 

Rhoades said coming to Rice was an ideal 
situation for himself and his family. He not 
only gets to pursue his dream of being a Divi-
sion I head coach, but he also gets to come to 
a university with a storied academic tradition. 
Rhoades said Rice’s academics were a major 
part of why he chose to come to Houston.

“I always wanted to coach at a great academ-
ic school that was serious about their athletics 
[while] never compromising their standards,” 
Rhoades said. “It’s sort of the way I was raised; 
my parents were educators. We were always 
told about being student athletes to the fullest 
degree, and so I’ve always taken pride in that.”

Rhoades said he wants to bring his unique 
coaching style, which he learned while assist-

ing at VCU, to Rice. He said his style will cre-
ate a family atmosphere within the team while 
also motivating his players to succeed to the 
best of their ability.

“We want to play fast and go after people 
like [we did at] VCU,” Rhoades said. “My coach-
ing style is [to] let the guys know I really love 
them, spend a lot of time with them off the 
court so they have a family situation here, that 
they know that we’re here for them as people 
and not just as players. And then the basketball 
part is just really pushing them to be the best 
players that they can be and really teach them.”

Rhoades is coming to Rice on a five-year 
contract and said he wants to elevate Rice’s 
status in the college basketball landscape dur-
ing that time. He acknowledged that the team 
needs a major turnaround from its 7-23 record 
this past season, but he said he is still optimis-
tic about the future.  

“In four years, let’s put ourselves in a posi-
tion where, when we go out for a jump ball, 
we’re going out there knowing we’re going to 
win this game, and we’re going to give our-
selves the best opportunity to win this game,” 
Rhoades said. “That comes with a lot of things. 
In believing in our system, in player develop-
ment, in efficient recruiting, and then just cre-
ating a belief and a buzz on campus, just like 
football and baseball and some other sports 
have done. You can be great students and a 
heck of a basketball team. That’s our plan.”

0Rhoades
 from page 9

0BaseBall
 from page 9

Courtesy riCe sports information
Coach Rhoades addresses the media at his introductory press conference at Rice.  Rhoades 
was introduced as Rice’s next head coach on March 26.

Times and rankings
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Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training 
is paid, and we pay for travel. Email your 
resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

Varsity Tutors has many students seek-
ing smart tutors for math, science, lan-
guages, all other subjects and test prep. 
Competitive pay and make your own 
schedule. Only only applications will be 
considered.
Please apply at: http://www.varsitytutors.
com/houston-tutoring-jobs

Tutors needed immediately! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for Middle & High School 
Math, Natural & Social Science, Foreign 
Language, and Humanities. Reliable trans-
portation required. Pay $25-40/hr based 
on experience. Contact 832-428-8330 and 
email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com

Peer2utor is hiring online tutors for 
Texas State Test and AP tests! Flexible 
hours. Minimum $15/hr. No transporta-
tion required. No minimum time commit-
ment. Go topeer2utor.com or emailinfo@
pee2utor.com

Looking for afternoon help in West 
U. 3:30-6:30. 3-4 days a week M-F. Du-
ties: pick up 2 kids from school, snacks, 

homework, drive to sports practice. 919-
824-5491

Summer Job Run “Camp Arnold” for 
neighborhood family, Monday -Thurs-
day.  Plan fun and educational experi-
ences with 4-year old boy & help with 
older boys (8 & 10) after their day camps. 
Car required.  Email Alan at aarnold@
rice.edu<mailto:aarnold@rice.edu>.

P/T to F/T Personal/Office Assistant 
for ongoing opportunity in small busi-
ness. Qualified candidates must be pro-
ficient in MS Word, Quickbooks, Excel. 
Need to be motivated, detail oriented, 
highly organized, computer savvy, ex-
cellent verbal/written communication 
skills, multi-task well, work efficiently 

w/o constant supervision. Willing to be 
supportive ,assist with filing, phones, 
lifting 30 lbs packages. Vehicle insured 
with food driving record.  Please email 
resume to jrl3743@gmail.com

House Assistant Heights family seeks 
female student with flexible schedule 
for errands and babysitting as needed 
for two children (ages 2 and 3 months) 
for 10-15 hours/week. Must be at least a 
junior. Prior experience necessary. Inter-
ested persons should submit a resume 
and indication of interest to Kim Shea at 
kts1218@gmail.com

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
12 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

classifieds @rice.edu

The Backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. Newspaper Logo designed by Luis Prado from the thenounproject.com. For any comments or questions, contact ajw3@rice.edu.

Changes announced for class of 2018
by Miles Kruppa
Editor in Chief

After announcing that the admitted 
students of the class of 2018 are “the 
most talented group Rice has ever had on 
its campus,” David “Dave” Leebron went 
on to explain some of the forthcoming 
changes for the class of 2018. The editori-
al board of the Thresher has compiled the 
most important of these changes here:

Declare
Students will be required to declare 

their majors over the summer before their 
freshman year in an attempt to increase 
the number of engineering majors on 
campus.

Scheduling
Courses will be selected for each stu-

dent by the registrar for your first two 
semesters in an effort to minimize stress 

and avoid the mostly unnecessary task 
of typing the Course Registration Num-
bers for Chemistry 121, Physics 101 and 
Math 101. If you have AP credit in these 
three courses, you will automatically be 
enrolled in a new program called PASS 
(Parents Assume Student is Special), 
where you and your gifted classmates 
will attend the exact same classes but 
will be forced to wear robes.

FWIS
The newly introduced FWIS program 

will undergo some minor restructuring 
for the fall semester. Notably, students 
will read from a preselected list of books 
and offer brief presentations in addition 
to a one-page paper for FWIS 100: Me-
chanics of the Elementary Book Report.

FLPAP
Students will be required to take a 

preliminary test before attending Rice 

University, administered by the United 
States Naval Reserve. Freshmen will 
then be sorted by physical ability into 
various dodgeball teams for FLPAP 135: 
Bombardment.

FJOB
To satisfy the new labor requirement, 

first-year students must enroll in one of 
the following courses: FJOB 111: Servery 
Dish Washing, FJOB 112: Football Water-
boy, FJOB 113: General Maintenance.

Hours
The number of hours required to grad-

uate has been raised to 150 to encourage 
students to develop broader interests 
and pay more tuition.
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