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No indictment for RUPD after investigation

Economics department launches new initiative
by YasNa Haghdoost

News EdItoR

The Rice University Economics de-
partment has launched the Rice Eco-
nomics Initiative to improve teaching 
and research over the next few years, 
according to Dean of Social Sciences 
Lyn Ragsdale. 

“The initiative refers to the invest-
ment Rice is going to make over the 
next several years in Economics by hir-
ing new faculty in all areas of Econom-
ics,” Ragsdale said. 

Economics professor and Martel 
College Master Ted Loch-Temzelides 
said the new initiative will help the de-
partment bring new research and tal-
ent to the campus. 

“The initiative provides an unprec-
edented amount of resources that will 
allow us to attract the best and the 
brightest, the most promising research-
ers to Rice,” Loch-Temzelides said. 

Ragsdale said the initiative will 
help to bring more opportunities to 
the large number of students with Eco-
nomics majors at Rice.

“Since we have more Economics 
majors than any other major on cam-
pus, the initiative will allow us to in-
crease our course offerings, research 
experiences, and other opportunities,” 
Ragsdale said. 

Loch-Temzelides said that with the 
department’s relatively small size, the 
effort will be directed towards improv-
ing various subfields. 

“Like other departments at Rice, 
the size of the Economics department 
will still be small relative to our com-
petitors,” Loch-Temzelides said. “We 
will be seeking to establish excel-
lence in some, if not all subfields in 
economics.”

As part of the initiative, more pro-
fessors will be hired to serve as both 
teachers and researchers in the depart-

ment, according to Ragsdale. 
“Over the next several years, we 

will be hiring top economists who 
are both very skilled teachers and ex-
cellent researchers,” Ragsdale said. 
“This will provide students with a 
great opportunity to take classes from 
and work on research projects with re-
nowned faculty.”  

Loch-Temzelides said that the loss 
of faculty is an issue that the depart-
ment has been dealing with. 

“The Economics department has 
lost several faculty members in recent 
years,” Temzelides said. “In a way, we 
were at a low point.”

Will Rice College Senior and Eco-
nomics major Amol Utrankar said that 
there is a need for improvement in 
teaching in the department. 

“The quality of teaching is subpar,” 
Utrankar said. “There are several class-
es in the department that have been 
taught by the same professor, despite 

receiving poor reviews every semester 
for the past few years. I learned Macro-
economics from a professor who read 
verbatim from the Wall Street Journal; 
that’s not a $50,000 a year education.”

While Utrankar said he is uncer-
tain how the new hirings will change 
how the department is run, he said he 
hopes to see overall improvements .

“I’m not sure how the new hires 
will affect things yet, but  I’d like to 
see a greater variety and availability 
of upper-level classes,” Utrankar said. 
“I’d like to see a renewed emphasis on 
teaching as well as student outreach 
in research and professional develop-
ment.” 

According to Loch-Temzelides the 
recent appointment of Antonio Merlo 
as chair of the Economics Depart-
ment has been beneficial in attract-
ing attention and providing greater 
opportunities. 

by ANIta Alem
ThResheR Staff

After a formal investigation, a 
Grand Jury has decided not to in-
dict two Rice University Police De-
partment officers on allegations of 
misconduct regarding a bike theft 
incident in August 2013, according 
to RUPD Chief Johnny Whitehead. 
Dashcam video surveillance from 
the incident shows two RUPD of-
ficers using batons on the suspect, 

Ivan Joe Waller, as two others at-
tempt to handcuff the man’s arms 
while he resisted arrest. RUPD re-
leased the video evidence with the 
Grand Jury’s decision on March 12.

Waller later pleaded guilty to 
bike theft and was sentenced to 15 
days in jail. Whitehead said Waller 
did not file any complaints regard-
ing RUPD’s use of force.

 “We did a thorough and 
professional internal review of the 
incident,” Whitehead said. “We 

came to the conclusion that there 
was not excessive force or violation 
of the law, and the Grand Jury came 
to the same conclusion.” 

 According to Whitehead, 
RUPD deployed a “bait bike” sys-
tem in August 2012, in which GPS-
equipped bikes are placed in bike 
racks and other areas. If the bike is 
stolen, RUPD can track its position 
to find the suspect.

 On the night of Aug. 10, at 
approximately 11 p.m., RUPD offi-

cers pursued a stolen bait bike and 
stopped Waller at the corner of Hol-
combe and Montclair.

 “Usually, the physical 
presence and the uniform [of an 
officer] is enough to get [suspects] 
to comply,” Whitehead said. “The 
officer gives the suspect orders 
[to] get off the bike and get on the 
ground. He doesn’t comply, so the 
first two officers on the scene then 
go hands-on. They physically pull 

by Maha AzIz
ThResheR Staff

The Rice University Neuroscience 
Department has created a steering 
committee to put together a proposal 
for a neuroscience major to univer-
sity administration, according to 
Neuroscience Department Director 
David Dickman.

“It is a little early to say anything 
definitive, but at this point, we have 
a neuroscience steering committee 
that is putting together a proposal to 
give to Rice administration,” Dick-
man said. “We have not completed 
the proposal yet, but hope to do so 
soon, and have meetings to finalize 
the work, then present it to the cur-
riculum committee and the faculty 
senate.”

The new major will supplement 
the current neuroscience minor, 
Neuroscience Department Advisor 
Steven Cox said. He said the minor 
has been popular since its imple-
mentation.

“This is a very exciting develop-
ment, especially given the extraordi-
nary, positive response we have seen 
to our neuroscience minor, now in 
its second year,” Cox said.

Baker College sophomore Yusi 
Ou, who is pursuing the neurosci-
ence minor, said although the minor 
is enjoyable, the major would need 
a more specific distinction between 
the humanities and STEM concen-
trations.

“I think it has to be paired with 
a deeper understanding of [bio-
chemistry], [electrical engineering] 
or computation, or something, for it 
to really be useful,” Ou said. “That’s 
why I like the [neuroscience] minor; 
it gives me a background on neuro 
stuff, and I can apply it to the other 
things that I’m doing.”

Cox said a number of steps must 
be taken in order to initiate a new 
major, including hiring experts in 
the field, creating a budget and re-
ceiving approval from the Commit-
tee on Undergraduate Curriculum.

“Our discussions about the ma-
jor are still in their early stages,” Cox 

Duncan College junior Jayson Carter throws colored powder during Rice’s celebration of Holi. The event was 
hosted by the South Asian Society, the McMurtry Cultural Committee and the Duncan Culture + Arts Committee. 

Color crazed  
Frankie huang/thresher
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We are hoping all 
these necessary com-
ponents will fall into 
place quickly so that 
the major will become  
official as soon as 
possible.

Steven Cox
Neuroscience Department 

Advisor

0see econ, page 3
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 The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period March 9-15. This does not represent 
the daily crime log required by the Clery Act, which can be 
found at rupd.rice.edu

Residential colleges
Will Rice College 
Will Rice College
Hanszen College
Hanszen College

Other buildlings
Engineering Quad
RMC
Fondren Library
George R. Brown
RMC

March 15
March 15
March 15
March 15

Minor in consumption
Disorderly conduct
Minor in consumption
Providing alcohol to minors

Criminal mischief
Other locations
Lovett Lot

March 9
March 10
March 13
March 14
March 15

Criminal trespass warning
Criminal trespass warning
Theft of bicycle
Theft
Minor in consumption

March 15

Jones College to add rooms to south 
building, remove kitchens on floors

by Natalie Koonce
Thresher Staff

By August 1, 2014, Jones College will have un-
dergone several renovations and will have a new 
set of rooms on the first floor of the south build-
ing, according to Project Manager for Facilities 
Engineering and Planning Anzilla Gilmore. 

Gilmore, a Jones Associate, said planned 
changes for this summer include not only the new 
rooms, but also improvements to the communal 
bathrooms and relocation of some features of 
Jones South.  

“On the first floor we are adding ten new beds 
in seven student rooms and will relocate the 
study area and off-campus student lounge down 
to the east end of first floor of Jones South,” Gilm-
ore said. “In addition, there will be major updates 
to all community bathrooms in South.” 

This summer, all kitchens on individual  floors 
will be removed and replaced by one centrally-
located kitchen per college, according to Senior 
Housing and Dining Operations Manager Da-
vid Brown. Brown said the purpose behind this 
change is to decrease the number of false fire 
alarms that go off throughout the year. 

“We’re removing the kitchenettes to contain 
the fire alarm problem, as they have been going 
off across campus quite frequently,” Brown said. 
“Putting one kitchen in a central location will 
help get rid of that problem. Removing the kitch-
ens from floors will also make room for a new 
study space.” 

Aside from performing some campus-wide 
renovations and updates, FE&P and H&D usually 
rotate between colleges each summer in carrying 
out more extensive projects, according to FE&P 
Manager of Communications Susann Glenn. 

“One thing we typically do every summer 
is choose one college where we work on larger 
projects and implement an aggressive schedule 
for updates and renovations,” said Glenn. “This 
summer our focus is on Jones.”

Jones College masters Michel and Melanie 
Achard said they have been pleased with the ini-
tiative of H&D and FE&P staff in soliciting input 

from students since the beginning stages of the 
project.

“Michel and I have really loved seeing the 
student participation in this project,” Melanie 
Achard said. “Students have been involved in the 
process from the early planning stages right up 
until they’ve actually started renovations. H&D 
takes feedback from the students and adjusts 
theirs plans accordingly, which is one thing I re-
ally respect about the way they go about making 
renovations.”

Melanie Achard said the goal behind adding 
rooms to the first floor of Jones South is to lessen 
the number of Jones students who must move off 
campus due to insufficient on-campus space.

“We wanted to offer the opportunity for more 
of our students to live in their college,” Melanie 
Achard said. “We don’t want to be in a situation 
where we would have to kick off all juniors and 
potentially even some sophomores. The more Jo-
nesians living on campus, the cooler Jones is.”

Nevertheless, some students are hesitant 
about the negative effects of creating a completely 
new residential floor on the college’s culture.

Jones freshman Kira Wegner-Clemens said 
she is worried about the impact of the new rooms 
on the close bonds shared by members of the 
same floor at Jones.

“I think having rooms on first South is go-
ing to make floor culture really weird,” Wegner-
Clemens said. “The people who live there are not 
going to be part of Jones in quite the same way as 
everyone else.”

Jones junior Caitlin Laird said she agreed with 
Wegner-Clemens’ concern regarding the change 
in floor culture.

“While I appreciate that more students will 
get to live on campus, I am worried about the 
drawbacks of tacking on a whole new floor with a 
smaller number of people than any other floor on 
Jones culture,” Laird said.

Melanie Achard said she knows some of the 
students are worried about the upcoming chang-
es but thinks that after the project is finished, 
Jones residents will appreciate the work that has 
been done to improve the college.

WRITE FOR THRESHER NEWS
email thresher-sports@rice.edu
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“Professor Merlo is an extremely well-respect-
ed scholar internationally,” Loch-Temzelides 
said. “As a result, his appointment has already 
attracted attention to what is happening at Rice. 

He has already been able to attract three very 
promising scholars who will be joining us in the 
coming fall.” 

According to Utrankar, research opportuni-

ties is another area in which the department 
needs to improve. 

“Undergraduate participation in Economics 
research is also terribly poor,” Utrankar said. 
“At last year’s Social Sciences awards ceremony, 
while other departments recognized many of 
their graduates’ achievements, the Economics 
department presented only a single research 
award and was the only Social Sciences depart-
ment to not graduate anyone with Distinction in 
Research.” 

However, Utrankar said he is optimistic about 
the future of the department. 

“The department seems to undergraduates 
to be stagnant and isolated the last few years,” 
Utrankar said. “Many of us are really just thrilled 
to see some willingness to improve.”

Will Rice freshman Aakash Shah also said 
any changes in the department, especially re-
garding research, are important steps in the right 
direction. 

“I think the changes are definitely welcome,” 
Shah said. “I especially think the new research 
initiative will greatly improve economics edu-
cation at Rice by giving undergraduates the re-
search opportunities Rice is known for.” 

According to Loch-Temzelides, the initiative 
will improve the status of the Economics depart-
ment on a broader level. 

“The new initiative recognizes the importance 
of economics as a discipline,” Loch-Temzelides 
said. “Rice deserves an Economics department 
that will be at least as prominent as the univer-
sity itself. I have full confidence that we will meet 
and exceed that goal. We are off to a very exciting 
start.”

said. “We are hoping all these necessary compo-
nents will fall into place quickly so that the major 
will become official as soon as possible.”

Ou said she thinks the major would be more 
fulfilling if a research or internship specific to 
the STEM or humanities concentration was a re-
quired component of the major requirements.

“I would love a major that requires some 
sort of research or internship as part of the cur-
riculum,” Ou said. “Having the Medical Center 

nearby makes this a relatively easy task as it is an 
amazing resource for STEM students.”

Cox said the neuroscience major will be able 
to connect students with the experts in neurosci-
ence in the Houston Medical Center located on 
Main Street. He said this resource will allow stu-
dents to get the most benefit out of the major.

“We at Rice are fortunate to have one of the 
largest and best medical centers in the world 
right across Main Street from our campus.” Cox 
said. “The expertise there, in neuroscience and 
related fields, is simply unsurpassed. Giving Rice 
students access to that wealth of talent is our pri-
mary goal in developing this major.”

0rupd
from page 1
him to the ground, and they try to handcuff 
him. So they get him to the ground, they 
manage to get handcuffs on his left wrist, 
but he won’t give up the right arm. He has it 
pinned under his body, he’s moving around 
his body to avoid being handcuffed, tensing 
and tightening his muscles.”

 Whitehead said officers were un-
aware of any reasons for his resistance or 
his past criminal records during the arrest. 
Waller is described in the Harris County re-
port as having a medium build.

 “We didn’t know if he was armed, 
if he was on drugs, we didn’t know what we 
were dealing with,” Whitehead said. “But 
until the suspect is secure, it’s a danger-
ous situation for the officers and the public. 
They were all around him on their knees. 
[The suspect] could free his arm if he [want-
ed] to.”

 Waller can be heard yelling “I 
haven’t done nothing” and “I want to know 
what’s going on,” as the officers tell the man 
to “stop resisting” and “give his arm.”

 According to Whitehead, after ver-
bal commands were unsuccessful, the offi-
cers began to try pressure point techniques 
to apply enough pain to get compliance from 
Waller and access his right arm. One officer 
presses his baton into Waller’s shoulder sev-
eral times, a move that Whitehead said was 
done improperly. 

 “He should have been using his 
fist [to press the shoulder], with the baton 
in his [fist] as leverage,” Whitehead said. “I 
know what he was trying to do, but he wasn’t 
doing it properly, and it didn’t work, and it 
didn’t seem to faze the suspect.”

At over four minutes into the incident, 
two officers began hitting the man with 
their batons, which were the only non-lethal 
weapons available to officers at that time.

“Even when done properly, it doesn’t 
look good when using batons on someone,” 
Whitehead said. “[The officers] tried all 
these other things and then they tried with 
the batons. They’re hitting in the back of 
the legs, the back, the buttocks, so they’re 

striking meaty parts of the body. There are 
no headshots; there are no blows to bones or 
anything like that. And even then, he contin-
ues to resist.”

The video surveillance shows two officers 
hitting his legs and back and the other two 
officers looking on from a few feet away. As 
Waller’s arm is not exposed, the officers con-
tinue to hit him, as one stops and attempts 
to grasp his arm. After 33 strikes, Waller then 
sits up, places his arms over his head, and 
then resists the officers’ attempts to restrain 
his arms behind his back.

“They grab both arms and tried to put 
them behind his back and they just couldn’t 
get them together,” Whitehead said.

Video surveillance goes on to show 
Waller, once more on the ground, with offi-
cers hitting him with a baton 13 times. 

According to Whitehead, an officer was 
finally able to pull out a second pair of hand-
cuffs and place them on Waller’s right wrist; 
the two pairs of handcuffs were then joined 
together to secure Waller. Video surveil-
lance shows Waller telling the jailer at Har-
ris County Jail that he is fine and nothing is 
wrong with him. Waller was hit a total of 46 
times over the course of the incident.

“Immediately after he is secure, all force 
stops,” Whitehead said. “There were no inju-
ries to the suspect. My officers were profes-
sional; there was no name-calling, profanity 
towards the suspect, no kicking or stomping 
or anything like that. I had a very diverse 
group of officers on the scene: a white fe-
male, a black male, a Hispanic male and an 
Asian officer.”

Whitehead said every officer receives a 
standardized training that is set by the Texas 
Commission on Law Enforcement. However, 
officers can be in the field years after their 
training and they may not properly apply the 
skills they learned.  Whitehead identified the 
need for additional training of some of the 
officers, and RUPD now has three certified 
defense tactic instructors instead of one.

“From now on, we’ll be doing more regu-
lar defense tactics trainings in terms of how 
to handle combative suspects,” Whitehead 
said. “We also have since deployed pepper 
spray; [Officers] have been taught how to use 
it and when it’s appropriate to use.”

0neuro
from page 1

I learned Macroeco-
nomics from a profes-
sor who read verba-
tim from the Wall 
Street Journal; that’s 
not a $50,000 a year 
education.

Amol Utrankar
Will Rice College ’14
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from page 1
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IT to improve Wi-Fi coverage to match growing demand
by Jieya Wen
Thresher Staff

The Network, Telecommunication and 
Data Center of the IT department began con-
ducting site surveys in residential colleges 
during spring break, according to Manager of 
Networking Jason Bothe. The IT department 
is still continuing these site surveys because 
they were not completed during spring break, 
Bothe said.

Site surveys are conducted using equip-
ment to test wireless signal qualities at differ-
ent places on campus, according to William 
Deigaard, Director of Networking, Telecommu-
nications and Data Center.

“We acquired a new tool to analyze the 
wireless quality, which is the passive survey 
tool,” Deigaard said. “It basically means a 
digital equipment that’s walking around and 
asking the wireless network, ‘Can you hear 
me now?’ It takes sampling of interferers and 
monitors our environment. It gets all the pro-
tocols that are available and the frequencies 
that are available. It shows you how well that 
network is performing.”

According to Bothe, the survey started in 
December 2013 at Wiess College. While one 
team conducts the site survey, another team 
works on adjusting the infrastructure of the 
wireless connection.

“We go room by room and study what the 
network is like,” Bothe said. “We relocate 
them based on what we see and get optimal 
coverage. We constantly strive to improve the 
service through several means, ensuring that 
we have the most current wireless controller 
software, carefully placing access points to 
meet shifting needs, adding access points in 
areas that are not sufficiently served.” 

Access points are devices that allow wire-
less devices to connect to wired networks 
through Wi-Fi or other protocols. Most access 
points are installed in the hallways of academ-
ic buildings and residential colleges, accord-
ing to Bothe. 

“When it is determined that an AP needs to 
be placed in a particular area, we typically hire 

a cabling contractor to run a cable to the desig-
nated area on the ceiling or wall, and place the 
AP we provide in the desired location,” Bothe 
said. “Rice Network Architects then provision 
the AP to function on our network in sync with 
the other APs.”

Deigaard said that wireless network im-
provement is going to continue.  

“It is part of our normal methodology,” 
Deigaard said. “Once we finish the colleges, we 
will move to some academic buildings. Then 
we will just continue cycling through.”

Deigaard said that the improvement of the 
wireless network is to adapt to the changes 
in wireless demand. The change in wireless 
demand includes the increasing number of 
devices using the wireless network and the 
changing locations of the devices that being 
used. The trend that more people who use 
wired networks start to use wireless networks 
also increases the wireless demand, Bothe 
said. 

“Wireless technology is a service that is 
increasingly demanded by people,” Deigaard 
said. “There are more and more mobile de-
vices everyday. One of the basic improvements 

is, the more users you have, the more access 
points you need to install. The other problem 
is the number of access points relative to the 
number of users in that area. The mobile na-
ture of the wireless devices means that it is 
constantly changing. The demand just goes 
up, and it goes up very suddenly.”  

According to Deigaard, in addition to the 
change in demand, the technology used in the 
wireless network is also changing rapidly.  

“Since we put in a current network, we 
have changed significant components of the 
network infrastructure about three times,” 
Deigaard said. “The average life circle is about 
three years. The protocols of our wireless net-
work support was the third generation, and we 
are approaching the fourth generation.” 

Bothe said the IT department is keeping up 
with the newest technology. 

“Once the new technology introduces itself, 
faster or new protocol, we have to go a round 
of engineering design, then install the equip-
ment and adjust,” Bothe said.

According to Deigaard, there are ways for 
students and faculties to improve their wire-
less network experience, including updating 

the wireless driver for their laptops, not using 
personal wireless networks and seeking help 
from the IT help desk. 

“When you buy a PC, you want to look for 
something that can support a wide range of pro-
tocols,” Deigaard said. “In addition, the radio 
frequency space we have is finite and incredibly 
scarce. If people put another access point there, 
[the access point] is competing with the net-
work. Finally, if you don’t have a good wireless 
experience, you should tell us. Please walk to 
the help desk. They will be asking for your eth-
ernet address, your IP address and your room 
number. Then we will go to your room and do 
site survey and find out the problem.”

Gabriela Balicas, Duncan College fresh-
men, said she was satisfied with the wireless 
network on campus.

“I actually really like the Wi-Fi on campus,” 
Balicas said. “I didn’t really know what it’s like 
until I went to [the University of Chicago] over 
the break to visit. I literally switched between 
ten different Wi-Fi [networks] while walking 
on campus. The only thing that I don’t like is 
that [the Wi-Fi] is not very strong outdoors. But 
considering everything else, it is pretty good. ”

Unique Devices Connecting to Rice Network
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  Provost George McLendon has decided to 
leave his position after his five-year term ends 
in June 2015. McLendon is stepping down to 
concentrate more on teaching and research, 
according to a March 11 email sent to the Rice 
community by President David Leebron.

According to a letter sent by McLendon on 
March 12, the administration’s goals for leader-
ship and entrepreneurship have been underre-
alized during his time as provost, but McLen-
don hopes returning to a faculty position will 
help him to promote his goals in both areas. 

In Leebron’s email Leebron said he hopes 
that McLendon will continue to help with the 
promotion of entrepreneurship and research.

“I have enthusiastically endorsed [McLen-
don’s goals for his return to the faculty],” Le-
ebron said. “[I have] asked George to assume a 
leadership role in that area in 2015, while also 
working over the next year to build additional 
foundations for that effort.”

According to his letter, McLendon chose to 
concentrate on “energy, bioscience and inter-
national strategies” during his time as provost. 

He said he feels that Rice has taken many steps 
forward and is seeing a lot of success in those 
targeted areas. He also said he has enjoyed his 
involvement in the Freshman Writing Inten-
sive Seminar program. 

According to Leebron’s email, McLendon 
gave significant notice of his decision to leave 
the position of provost, which has allowed 
Leebron time to devise a specific system for 
the selection of a new provost. First, Leebron 
plans to appoint a committee of faculty that 
will formulate a set of priorities for choosing 
a new provost. This initial committee will also 
consider potential candidates already at Rice. 
Leebron then plans to appoint a smaller com-
mittee that will use the previously decided 
upon guidelines to choose a new provost.

McLendon said he has enjoyed his time as 
Provost, but is excited to get back to teaching. 

“I feel very fortunate to have held this 
leadership position at Rice,” McLendon said. 
“I now look forward to returning to the best 
job in any university — a teaching member of 
the faculty.”

 IN BRIEF
provost resigns

AnAstAsiA BolshAkovA/thresher

Singing for 
a cause

To finish Acapellooza, held on Sunday, March 16, all Rice 
acapella groups sing a rendition of ‘Wavin’ Flag.’ Donations 
for Camp Kesem were accepted at the concert.



Unitaskers! One of the most repulsive ideas 
I have encountered. Those familiar with Alton 
Brown’s Good Eats know unitaskers all too well. 
Unitaskers are kitchen tools that perform only one 
function. Culinary abominations. Brown endeav-
ored to exterminate the pests from his kitchen and 
succeeded (his coup de gras was using the fire ex-
tinguisher to make a fruit smoothie, albeit after his 
show’s conclusion). So I have one question: Why 
stop at the kitchen?

This age of material excess crawls with uni-
taskers. Browse a SkyMall magazine and discover 
umpteen cringeworthy niche products. For what-
ever reason, the spork has not overthrown the 
spoon and fork industries. LEGO creeps closer and 
closer toward specialization — their contemporary 
sets all but challenge you to make anything cool 
against the direction booklet (Pardon my major, 
but why are wooden building blocks not super 

popular?). Happy Meal toys do not do anything.
And so on. This proliferation of niche products 

over the industrial age has heightened the average 
person’s tendency for functional fixedness (I need 
not tell psychology majors that functional fixed-
ness is, essentially, when you see the intended use 
of an object as its only use). For example, you can 
see your earbuds as earbuds but also a spare seg-
ment of string.

This is a dangerous blow to daily creativity. 
On the upshot, and perhaps as a response to the 
rubbish barrage, everyone likes “lifehacks.” Life-
hacks are aptly termed, and many illustrate inno-
vative uses of otherwise obvious unitaskers. They 
are potentially addicting — once you learn a CD 
spindel can function as a bagel sandwich storage 
container, you might wonder what other weird, 
wonderful and creative retrofittings people have 
produced.

Factories will not stop pumping out junk (may-
be they will, but don’t bank on it). All we can do 
is see what we own in a novel way. Or, as I try to 
do, force yourself out of functional fixedness by 
attempting minimalism. I often evaluate every vis-
ible thing in my room for function, aesthetics, use 
frequency and sentimental connection. With pos-
sessions, I find you can do more than you might 
think with less.

5

Economics Initiative holds 
great potential

The Rice Thresher would like to commend 
the administration’s decision to make changes 
in the Economics department. Our staff feels 
like the department as it currently stands 
is understaffed and does not offer enough 
courses, both at the introductory level and at 
more advanced levels. We think the decisions 
to make the development of the Economics 
department and to hire a large new staff for 
the department shows that the administration 
recognizes the current deficiencies and shows 
that they are willing to make the necessary 
changes. 

We hope that the administration targets 
a few specific areas in their efforts to revamp 
the Economics department. First, we feel that 
introductory Economics classes currently 
offered are inconsistent and at times too 
challenging. Ideally, all Rice students should 
graduate with a basic understanding of the 
economy, but many students are deterred from 
taking ECON 201, even to fulfill a distribution 
requirement, because the class is notorious for 
being catered to Economics majors. Addition-
ally, certain sections of the class, which are 
dependent on the professor, are rumored to be 
more difficult than others; the material taught 
and the subjects emphasized are said to differ 
greatly. We suggest creating an “Economics for 
Non-Majors” class, both to promote the idea 
that all students should have an understand-
ing of Economics and to allow the separation 
of Economics majors who need a more de-
tailed, rigorous curriculum from Non-Majors 
who simply want to educate themselves. We 
also hope that the curriculum for introduc-
tory classes will be more standardized so that 
students can know what to expect.

Second, we encourage the administra-
tion to offer more Economics electives. 
Many Economics majors have had difficulty 
registering for Economics electives the past 
few years, and we hope that more faculty 
members in the department will increase the 
number of courses offered. We also hope that, 
with the hiring of multiple new professors, a 
larger variety of courses will be offered, and 
we urge the administration to capitalize on 
the the interests of the new hires to maximize 
constructive class discussion and research 
opportunities. 

New SA executive team 
strives for inclusion

The Thresher is happy to see the direc-
tion that the newly elected executive team is 
headed. The appointment of McMurtry College 
junior Trent Navran as Executive Vice President 
shows that the team is devoted to serving the 
students and recognizes the controversial na-
ture of the previous election, but is determined 
to move forward in a constructive manner. We 
believe the appointment is a great fit, as it will 
allow Trent to concentrate on his entrepreneur-
ial interests, and we are excited to see what the 
coming year holds. 

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

CARTOON BY CLAIRE ELESTWANI

In this first edition of the SA leadership’s 
regular Thresher column, I would like to 
briefly share with you four major changes 
and announcements in our organization. The 
Thresher is an important component of cam-
pus conversation and opinion, and I encourage 
other students and organizations to utilize this 
resource alongside the SA. Complete details of 
these changes have been included in an email 
that was sent to all undergraduates via email 
earlier this week and is posted on the SA web-
site at sa.rice.edu.

 
Streamlined SA Meetings
 SA meetings will be held once every two 

weeks on Wednesdays from 8 to 9 p.m., starting 
Wednesday, March 26 in the Kyle Morrow Room 
in Fondren Library. The following two meetings 
will be April 9 and April 23.

 

Executive Leadership Appointment
Trent Navran has agreed to serve as an ap-

pointed “Executive Vice President”; through 
this role, Trent will spearhead special initia-
tives, starting with entrepreneurship and social 
innovation.

 
Call for Creative iPad Proposals
The SA is soliciting creative proposals for re-

turning the SA iPad (which was purchased two 
years ago) to the student body. Proposals will 
be accepted to sapres@rice.edu until Friday, 
March 28 at 11:59 p.m.; further details can be 
found on the SA website.

 
 Alcohol Event Registration Task Force
Finally, the SA will be convening a special 

task force to investigate and recommend chang-
es regarding the event registration process re-
lated 

to the Alcohol Policy. The group will meet over 
the remainder of this year and will recommend 
changes to be implemented over the summer; 
we welcome short statements of interest to join 
this group to sapres@rice.edu by Friday, March 
21 at 11:59 p.m.

 
These are only the first of many changes that 

we will be rolling out this term. We are excited 
to make the SA work for students and to pre-
serve and enhance Rice’s unconventional cul-
ture – but we need your help in this mission. 
Tell your college presidents and senators what 
matters to you, and shoot me an email at sa-
pres@rice.edu. Come out to our meetings. Get 
involved and make your voice heard. Let’s fix 
this.

 
Ravi Sheth
SA President

Mitch Mackowiak 
is a Lovett College 
freshman and 
the Thresher 
opinions edi-
tor.
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THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston.

RoTHKo SuN
Celebrate the Spring Equinox in style. 
On March 20, the Rothko Chapel will 
host a complex sound composition cre-
ated by Jeff Talman and Dr. Daniel Hu-
ber of NASA. Recordings of the sun will 
play throughout the day, and Dr. Huber 
and Mr. Talman will host a discussion 
in the evening. Admission is free.

Rothko Chapel
1409 Sul Ross

rothkochapel.org

fLamENCo SHoW
Get ready to watch one of the 
most exciting sports around. 
This Saturday, March 22, Hous-
ton Roller Derby will begin its 
2014 season at the Bayou Mu-
sic Center. The event will start 
at 6 p.m. and admission is $15. 
Get there early to get good seats!

Bayou Music Center
520 Texas Avenue

houstonrollerderby.com

uRbaN maRKET
Heads up, Houston’s getting hip 
— Watershed Market, a new ur-
ban marketplace, will celebrate 
its grand opening this weekend, 
March 22-23. The fair will feature 
various food and drink purvey-
ors, local artists, educators and 
innovators. Admission is free. 

Watershed Market
2322 Polk Street 

facebook.com/WatershedMarket

RoLLER dERbY
Hunter Gather presents Cutting Edg-
es | Finding Lines, a mixed media ex-
hibit featuring artists Rix Jennings, 
Marie Leterme and Delaney Smith. 
The opening reception is on Thurs-
day, March 20 at 8 p.m., and work 
will be on display through May 10. 
Admission is free, so don’t miss out!

Hunter Gather
5320 Gulfton St. Suite 15 
huntergatherproject.com

Frankie Huang/THresHer

Frankie Huang/THresHerFrankie Huang/THresHer

KTRU Indoor Show
The KTRU Outdoor Show was held inside Saturday, March 18 due to rain. Despite the inclement 
weather conditions, the show was still a success, featuring prominent local musical acts, food trucks 
and student organizations.

Veronica 
Mars pleases 

avid fans
Molly Chiu
Senior Editor

When Veronica Mars abruptly 
went off the air seven years ago, I was 
left wanting more. So last March, 
when series-creator Rob Thomas an-
nounced an opportunity to fund a 
Veronica Mars movie through a Kick-
starter campaign, I jumped at the 
chance. I donated my $35 proudly — 
anything to make this movie come to 
life. After seeing the movie, I can say 
it was worth every penny.

Veronica Mars, the movie, cen-
ters around the titular heroine 
(Kristen Bell, House of Lies, Fro-
zen), a snarky former-teen-detec-
tive returning home to Neptune, 
Calif. to help her ex-boyfriend Lo-
gan Echolls (Jason Dohring, Ring-
er), who is facing murder charges. 
The plot picks up 10 years after the 
series left off with a 10-year high 
school reunion, which allows fa-
miliar faces to resurface. Because 
fans funded the movie, Thomas 
said he wrote the movie fans would 
want to see, and he succeeded.

The strongest part of the TV se-
ries was always the razor-sharp writ-
ing, and it still shines seven years lat-
er. Bell delivers Veronica’s signature 
snarky witticisms perfectly.

If the movie has one downfall, it 
is the fundamental mystery which 
centers around proving Logan’s in-
nocence. It certainly has nail-biting 
moments, but it fails to develop a 
complex story line.

But this movie is mostly about 
reconnecting fans with beloved 
characters, and on that front, the 
movie delivers.

The movie brings back a stellar 
supporting cast. Enrico Colantoni 
(Person of Interest) still wins hearts 
as Veronica’s supportive and loving 
father, and Ryan Hansen (Two Broke 
Girls) continues to draw laughs as 
the playboy Dick Casablancas.

And what would Veronica Mars 
be without Veronica’s love interests? 
Fans of both Team Logan and Team 
Piz will find moments to love in the 
movie. When we meet Veronica 
again, she has reconnected with her 
college BF, the sweet and lovable Piz 
(Chris Lowell, Enlisted). But don’t 
worry, Logan fans, the devastating 
love affair between Veronica and Lo-
gan continues to prove that it is epic, 
and after 10 years, the chemistry be-
tween the two is still sizzling.

Newcomers to Veronica Mars will 
find things to love as well. To bring 
viewers up to speed, the movie pro-
vides a quick recap of all the major 
characters. Although the characters 
are old, the plots are new. The movie 
sets up the potential for a new gen-
eration of Veronica Mars fans.

Veronica tells the audience she 
is addicted to the thrill of solving 
crime, and anyone who is addicted 
to the thrill of Veronica Mars will find 
this movie a perfect fix.

BakerShake shakes up a classic tale
Allie Schaich

For The Thresher

It’s no easy task 
to put on a produc-
tion of a play as 
well known as Wil-

liam Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet. 

Many great renditions 
of the play have been performed 
since its original debut in the late 
1500s, and Baker College’s Bak-
erShake certainly meets the high 

standards. Directed by Ron Kim-
bro (Sid Richardson ‘95) and pro-
duced by Baker sophomore Logan 
Crowl, the play features vibrant 
emotion, brilliant comic relief, 
intricate costume design and a 
talented cast of supporting char-
acters that keep the audience’s 
eyes glued to the stage. While the 
performance is a bit lengthy — 
“two hours traffic of our stage,” 
as Shakespeare himself intended 
— the majority of the show is en-
tertaining and exciting.

The cast and crew make creative 
use of the small stage, which domi-
nates a corner of Baker’s commons; 
the size of the stage allows the ac-
tors to comfortably fill the space 
and establish a powerful pres-
ence. The costumes demonstrate 
the slightly more modern — in 
comparison with typically histori-
cal Verona — Italian Renaissance-
esque setting and help to place 
the audience a few hundred years 
back in time. The lighting on set is 
simple yet tasteful; it mainly helps 

to showcase the main characters on 
the stage.  

Wiess College sophomore Vicky 
Comesanas’ portrayal of Juliet is 
full of passion, sneaky brilliance 
and a little bit of sass. Throughout 
the play, Comesanas does an excel-
lent job of representing Juliet as 
an outspoken young woman. She 
refuses to succumb to the Capulet 
family’s attempts to keep her away 
from the Montague clan and force 
her into a loveless marriage with 

0see Baker, page 8
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Sal Testa David Rivera

Abbi Gutierrez

“Dreaming”

“Wagon Wheel”

“Brooklyn’s Finest (feat. Biggie Smalls)”Smallpools

Old Crow Medicine Show

Jay-Z
“San Francisco”

“Landslide”

“Empire”The Mowgli’s

Dixie Chicks

Bring Me The Horizon

3

3

3

1

1

1

2

2

2

“Perfect World”

“Unfaithful”

“Memory Lane (Sittin’ In Da Park)”Broken Bells

Rihanna

Nas

Brown College senior and Spontaneous Combustion improviser Martel College junior and researcher at Fermi Lab

Martel College freshman and member of Cornerstone Christian Fellowship

Courtesy rCA reCords

Courtesy nettwerk

Courtesy roC-A-fellA

“‘Gas Pedal’ is a club rap song that came up as a joke when I was talking 
with friends at Valhalla. After listening to it a few times in jest, it got stuck in 
my head, and now I actually can’t stop listening to it.”

“I recently made a throwback playlist with all my favorite songs from junior 
high, including ‘Unfaithful’ and ‘Landslide.’ The nostalgia and happiness I get from 
listening to them [remind] me of a simpler time, plus I still know all the lyrics!”

“I saw Bring Me The Horizon last Friday at the House of Blues — second 
show they sold out that week — it was awesome! ‘Empire’ was nominated for a 
Kerrang! Award last year for best song.”  

What’s on Rice’s Playlist is a new column designed to showcase a sampling of Rice 
students’ “Songs Of The Moment.” All the songs are available on a playlist that can be 
found at http://grooveshark.com/#!/whatsonricesplaylist/playlists

What’s on Rice’s playlist?
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 This Week in Entertainment by Louis Lesser

The Wolf of Wall Street

One of the more polarizing films in recent memory, Mar-
tin Scorsese’s Academy-Award nominated celebration of 
corporate greed arrives for home viewing. Based on the 
memoirs of Jordan Belfort (Leonardo DiCaprio, Shutter Is-
land), the film follows one New York brokerage firm as it en-
gages in securities fraud and corruption during the 1990s. 
Bonus features include a behind-the-scenes documentary.

courtesy paramount

Out Among The Stars 
Johnny Cash

In 2012, a lost collection of new songs recorded by the legendary 
country-blues performer was found. After being completed by his son, 
John Carter Cash, the once “missing” album is being released. The album 
features an expanded band with a more polished “countrypolitan” sound 
compared to Cash’s more traditional folk renditions and has been cited 
by many music critics as one of the most anticipated albums of the year.

courtesy darko entertainment

This black comedy marks the directorial debut of Jason 
Bateman (Horrible Bosses), who also stars in the film. The mov-
ie tells the story of a 40-year-old high school dropout who at-
tempts to win the national spelling bee after finding a loophole 
in the entry requirements, befriending a news reporter and a 
fellow competitor along the way. The film premiered at the To-
ronto Film Festival last fall to positive reviews. R. 88 minutes.

Divergent 
 

Following in the footsteps of book-to-screen blockbusters such as 
Twilight, this adaptation of the sci-fi novel by Veronica Roth arrives 
with potential. Starring Shailene Woodley (The Descendants) and 
Theo James (Golden Boy), the film is set in a dystopian Chicago. 
When one girl realizes that she cannot fit into the societal norms, she 
uncovers a secret plot that threatens her world. PG-13. 139 minutes.

courtesy legacy recordingscourtesy summit

AlbumIn ThEATErs

In ThEATErsDVD
Bad Words

Paris, played by Baker senior Daniel Ech-
everri. Juliet’s relationship and interactions 
with her Nurse, McMurtry College senior 
Molly Richardson, are wonderfully entertain-
ing. Despite Nurse’s orders from the Capulet 
family to rein Juliet in from her devotion to 
Romeo, it is easy to see that, under the sur-
face, she cares deeply for Juliet and wishes 
her desires could be fulfilled.

From his first appearance, McMurtry 
sophomore Juan Sebastian Cruz depicts Ro-
meo as bold and domineering. However, 
some of his lines are delivered in a rushed 
manner, which prevents viewers from accu-
rately interpreting the Shakespearean jargon 
used throughout the performance. In addi-
tion, while Cruz is great at controlling the 
stage and captivating the attention of the 
audience, his manner of expressing emo-

tion seems repetitive. While his passion for 
the role is evident, his performance would 
have been better received had there been a 
stronger delineation between his emotional  
reactions.

While the protagonists of a play will al-
ways be important, one of the most interest-
ing aspects about BakerShake’s Romeo and 
Juliet is the personalities of the supporting 
cast. In contrast with tradition, both Tybalt, 
played by Will Rice College freshman Yasna 
Haghdoost, and Mercutio, played by Baker 
sophomore Katherine Gunn, are cast as fe-
males, which gives the play a slightly sassier 
tone than a typical production, due to both 
the actresses’ portrayal of the characters and 
the change in gender. Benvolio, played by 
Baker freshman Jon-Kyle Bailey, and Mercu-
tio’s feisty conversations not only accurately 
portray the events as written in the original 
play, but also establish a more relaxed and 
entertaining tone for the scenes in which 
they appear.

Friar Lawrence, played by Hanszen Col-
lege senior TC Weinlandt, and one of the 
Capulet servants, Peter, played by McMur-
try senior Daniel Burns, demonstrate ap-
propriately strong personalities. Lawrence 
has excellent chemistry in his interactions 
with all of the characters, particularly with 
Romeo and Juliet. Peter provides an ex-
cellent example of a ridiculously silly, hi-
larious servant to Lady Capulet, played 
by McMurtry senior Allison Burns. Peter’s 
lines, body movements and facial expres-
sions elicit laughter from the audience each 
time he makes a joke or does something  
outrageous. 

This fresh, comical version of a classic 
tale of love and tragedy captivates the atten-
tion of the audience and portrays the story 
in a creative way. Performances take place 
in the Baker Commons at 8:00 p.m., March 
14-15 and 20-22. Admission is $5 for Rice stu-
dents, $7 for faculty and staff and $10 for the 
general public.

0Baker
from page 6

geneva vest/thresher

Featured above, from left, are mcmurtry College sophomore Juan sebastian Cruz, baker College sophomore Katherine Gunn and baker freshman Jonathan-
Kyle bailey. The actors perform a scene from bakershake’s Romeo and Juliet, which will continue Friday march 21 and saturday march 22.

benjamin laun
For The Thresher

Lovett Theater’s first per-
formance in six years, And 
Then There Were None, is 
both a gripping murder mys-

tery and a fun experiment in 
audience participation.
Adapted from Agatha Chris-

tie’s best-selling mystery novel, the play, 
directed by Wiess College senior Ian Bott, 
takes place in a 1970s bar environment 
recreated in the Lovett College basement. 
The plot revolves around 10 people who are 
lured to an island vacation by a mysterious 
caller and soon begin dying in ways that 
parallel a children’s nursery rhyme.

The seemingly stereotypical charac-
ters all hide dark pasts; it is revealed that 
each was responsible for someone’s death 
in the past. As their numbers dwindle, the 
accused murderers attempt to unravel the 
mystery, complete with a twist ending.

The acting performances range from 
excellent to lacking, with the majority be-
ing average or passable. Special mention 
goes to Mr. Davis/Blore (Wiess freshman 
Malik Wilson) and Philip Lombard (Lovett 
sophomore Jake Hassell), who are consis-
tently excellent. Wilson is funny, exuber-
ant and always in-character, and he often 
makes up for other actors’ forgotten lines 
or blocking issues. Hassell, too, is extreme-
ly charismatic, and his interactions with 
Wilson are show-stealing. Unfortunately, 
some other characters, most notably the 
extremely plot-important major characters 
Justice Wargrave (Martel College freshman 
Jake Krauss) and Vera Claythorne (Lovett 
sophomore Samantha Love) are plagued 
by forgotten lines and missed cues, to the 
play’s detriment. The early show is unfor-
tunately full of missed lines, blocking is-
sues and generally awkward performances, 
but the moments where everything comes 
together, particularly the end, make up for 
it. A seemingly random and poorly-done 
singing interlude and some cringe-induc-
ing 70s slang detract from the experience 
a bit as well. Provided they can work some 
of those kinks out in time for opening night 
on Friday, there should be no issues with 
the acting.

The stage is perhaps the most interesting 
part of the play, with parts of it on all sides of 
the audience. In back is a functional — and 
character-run — bar where audience mem-
bers can whet their thirst. Sadly, the play is 
advertised as having more audience involve-
ment than it actually contains, though the 
few moments where events happened across 
the room are riveting, and myself and audi-
ence members are tempted to leave our seats 
to get closer to the action. Depending on the 
audience’s interest level, the open audience 
section could serve either as a distraction or 
as a great way to keep the audience invested 
in the onstage action.

The set looks great, and there are a wide 
variety of props in use that add to the im-
mersion. Costumes, too, are vintage 1970s 
fare: both ridiculous and charming. The 
sound design is also excellent, with 1970s 
hits playing throughout the show. Unfor-
tunately, the fact that actors are frequently 
moving between different parts of the stage 
means that sometimes the audience can 
be distracted by backstage chatter, which 
should be remedied with more practice.

The play will hopefully benefit from 
the next few nights of rehearsal before it 
opens for the weekend, but I recommend 
it without reservation for anybody with 
an interest in theatre and with a couple of  
hours to spare.

B-

Myself and audience mem-
bers are tempted to leave 
our seats to get closer to 
the action.

Lovett Theater 
returns with 

And Then There 
Were None



9Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports

by Evan Neustater
Sports Editor

Ben Braun, the Rice University men’s bas-
ketball head coach, announced his immediate 
resignation on Thursday, March 13, despite 
having two years remaining on his contract, 
marking the end of his six-year tenure with 
the Owls. During his time in Houston, Braun 
compiled a 63-128 record, which included a 
record of 12-49 over the past two seasons. Rice 
finished this season with 18 losses out of 20 
games, including a last-second loss to the 
University of North Texas in the first round of 
the Conference USA Tournament.

Rice’s basketball program dealt with con-
troversy after six players transferred universi-
ties during the 2012 offseason. The Owls last 
had a winning season in the 2011-2012 cam-
paign, after the Owls compiled a 19-16 record 
that saw Rice win two postseason games in 
the Collegeinsider.com Tournament.

Rice will now look to replace Braun and 
hire a coach to lead the Owls to success. As-
sistant Coach Louis Reynaud will lead the 
Owls in the interim until Rice finds its next 
head coach.

At a press conference, Director of Ath-
letics Joe Karlgaard said he cannot say for 
certain when a new head coach will be se-
lected, but that it may take time because the 
college basketball community is currently 
focused on the NCAA tournament.

“We want to work quickly, but we also 
want to find the right person, so if that takes 
me a couple of weeks then so be it,” Karl-
gaard said. “The people that I’m looking at 
now — and I’ve already started to put togeth-
er a list — some of them will be coaching in 
the NCAA tournament.”

In searching for a new coach, Karlgaard 
said he wants someone who will understand 
and adhere to the values of the Rice Athlet-
ics program.

“We’re looking for someone first and 
foremost who has the character, integrity 
and values that will represent Rice well,” 
Karlgaard said. “We want someone who can 
recruit, who can teach and mentor young 
people … who understands and embraces all 
that Rice values as a university and who can 
interact with our alumni and our community 
to push this program forward.”

Karlgaard said during his time at Rice, he 
has gotten a chance to know Braun and still 
thinks highly of the exiting coach.

“I think that Ben Braun is a first-class in-
dividual, and I’m really proud of what he’s 
done at Rice,” Karlgaard said.

Braun said he is stepping down with the 
best interests of the university in mind and 
is appreciative of his time at Rice.

“I thought it was in our program’s best 
interest that I step down as Rice’s head bas-
ketball coach,” Braun said. “I want to thank 
Rice University for the opportunity to coach 
our team for the last six years. The team will 
always have my support.”

Men’s basketball Head Coach Ben Braun resigns

by Michael Kidd
Thresher Staff

The Rice University men’s baseball team 
traveled to Miami, Fla. on March 14 to face 
No. 19 Florida International University in a 
three-game series. In the first contest, junior 
pitcher Zech Lemond started the game and 
pitched a career-long eight innings, allowing 
two runs on eight hits. With the Owls down 
2-1 in the eighth, sophomore Leon Byrd stole 
third base and took advantage of a FIU error 
to tie the game up at two runs each. The game 
would remain 2-2 until the 13th inning, when 
senior Michael Aquino singled down the third 
base line to drive in a run. Following Lemond’s 
performance, sophomore Matt Ditman came 
into the game and threw five scoreless innings 
along with eight strikeouts to secure the game 
for the Owls in 13 innings. 

On Saturday, sophomore pitcher Blake 
Fox took the mound and matched Lemond’s 
Friday night performance by going a career-
long eight innings while also giving up just 
two runs. Fox was supported by an Owls team 
that collected 10 runs on 15 hits. Rice recorded 
back-to-back four-run innings, putting them 
ahead 8-1 four innings into the game. Junior 
catcher John Clay Reeves went a perfect 5-5 at 
the plate and drove in three RBI’s. Byrd add-
ed three hits of his own while seniors Shane 
Holscher and Keenan Cook collected two hits 
each. 

The third game in the series went back 
and forth and featured four lead changes. 
FIU scored four runs in the fourth inning and 
added another in the fifth to take a 6-2 lead. 
The Owls, however, rallied for four runs of 
their own in the following inning to tie the 
game up at six runs apiece. The Owls scored 
five runs in the top of the sixth inning to re-
claim the lead and hold it for the remainder of 
the game, which Rice would win 11-7. Senior 
pitcher Chase McDowell pitched four scoreless 
innings and drove in a career-high five RBI’s at 
the plate in the victory. 

by Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

The Rice University women’s tennis team 
headed to New Orleans, La. last weekend 
for two matches. While there, the team beat 
Georgia State University and Tulane Univer-
sity 5-2 and 4-0, respectively. The team has 
won three consecutive matches and holds a 
current record of 9-5. Next Tuesday, the team 
will play University of Missouri, Columbia at 
home and then travel to Williamsburg, Va. 
to face the College of William & Mary and 
Yale University next weekend.

Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt said she 
was proud of the team’s most recent per-
formance. She said she was pleased the 
team was able to gain a victory despite the 
different routine, which involved starting 
with singles instead of doubles.

“It was good to see the team be adapt-
able today,” Schmidt said. “Starting with 
singles is different, but they didn’t miss a 
beat. Overall, it was a solid weekend, and 
we are proud of the fight our team showed.”

Senior Dominique Harmath said she 
was pleased with the team’s recent win-
ning streak. According to Harmath, the 
team has been focusing well and taking 
advantage of their opportunities.

“We are happy with our wins and plan on 
continuing the focus we have to extend our 
winning streak,” Harmath said. “The team 
has done a great job zoning in and capital-
izing on opportunities during matches.”

Rice has a free weekend before they face 
Missouri, which currently has a 5-3 record. 
After facing the University of Missouri next 
Tuesday, Rice will face Yale University and 
the College of William & Mary in the same 

Women’s tennis 
goes undefeated 

over weekend

Baseball sweeps three-game series at FIU

0see Tennis, page 110see Baseball, page 11

Courtesy erik Williams 
Former Rice University men’s basketball Head Coach Ben Braun talks to his players during a game. 
Braun resigned Thursday, March 15 after six years of coaching the Owls.

thresher File Photo 
Junior infielder Ford Stainback rounds second base and heads to third during a game.

I thought it was in our 
program’s best interest that 
I step down as Rice’s head 
basketball coach. I want to 
thank Rice University for the 
opportunity to coach our 
team for the last six years.

Ben Braun
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by Shannon Foreman
for the Thresher

Overcast weather did not prevent the Rice 
University men’s tennis team from a double 
victory this past weekend against Lamar 
University and the University of Texas, Pan 
American.

According to Head Coach Efe Ustundag, 
securing the doubles point was critical to-
wards the team’s success over the weekend.

“Winning the doubles point is always 
good for our team, and we used that momen-
tum to start fast in singles,” Ustundag said. 
“We were expecting a tough match, but we 
jumped on them very quickly in doubles and 
didn’t let up.”

Due to rain delays, the contest ended 
early, allowing the Owls to hold Lamar score-
less. More heavy rain forced the Owls to 
make the 90-mile drive from Beaumont back 
to Houston to move their second match of the 
day indoors.

Ustundag said moving indoors presented 
a new challenge for the Owls.

“When we decided to move indoors, we 
knew this was going to be as big of a chal-
lenge for us as it was going to be for our op-
ponents,” Ustundag said.

The Owls were able to secure the win 
despite the move. Sophomore Adam Gus-
tafsson, sophomore Gustavo Gonzalez and 
freshman Max Andrews put Rice in a 3-0 lead 
against Texas, Pan American. Junior Srikar 
Alla quickly secured the Rice victory when 
he won his singles match. 

Having already won the match, the Owls 
went on to shut out their opponent with wins 
by sophomore Tommy Bennett and freshman 
Henrik Munch in singles.

Gustafsson said the confidence the team 
gained from upsetting No. 69 San Diego State 
University over spring break made a differ-
ence in this week’s matches.

“Beating San Diego State was a confi-
dence boost for us,” Gustafsson said. “We 
know that we can beat almost any team out 
there — we just have to believe.”

 Gustafsson said their matches will get 
much tougher as they face Texas A&M Uni-
versity, Corpus Christi on Friday, March 21 
and No. 66 Tulane on Sunday, March 23 at 
home in their first conference match-up of 
the season.

“Both are great teams,” Gustafsson said. “In 
the past, there has always been a one-match 
difference between winning and losing. These 
matches are very crucial for our season.”

by Luke Samora
Thresher Staff

This weekend, the Rice University crew 
team traveled to New Orleans, La. to partici-
pate in a scrimmage against rowing teams 
from Tulane University and Vanderbilt Uni-
versity. The team finished third in the race 
behind Vanderbilt and Tulane, as both the 
varsity and novice teams competed in their 
first 2,000-meter-sprint races in four-man 
boats. The varsity team finished in third 
place while the novice team finished in sec-
ond place.

The varsity and novice teams, each com-
posed of four rowers and a coxswain, who 
sits at the front of the boat, both raced 
against Vanderbilt and Tulane. The novice 
boat consists of rowers with less than a full 
year of experience.

Freshman novice rower Lucas Bizzaro 
said the trip to New Orleans increased the 
team’s chemistry.

“It was my first race with the team, but it 
didn’t seem like it at all,” Bizzaro said. “You 
really feel part of a larger whole when you are 

screaming and yelling in your teammates’ fac-
es and they are doing the same to you.”

Bizzaro said the team suffered because 
the other two programs had the upper hand 
in experience.

“You are tying your hands behind your 
back when you face a team that has been 
rowing together [for] four years and you 
haven’t had the same experience,” said Bi-
zzaro. “Hopefully the team can get to that 
point one day. All we have to do is work at it.”

Senior varsity captain Alex Reis said the 
trip was an overall positive experience for 
the team, especially for the novice rowers.

“Overall, the trip to New Orleans was a 
good experience,” Reis said. “It gave the team 
some time to really get to know each other. I 
was really surprised with the novice team’s 
result. They came together and showed some 
chemistry despite not even rowing with each 
other for a year.”

Although the team does not have any 
races on the schedule this weekend, they 
look to continue preparing for the Southern 
Intercollegiate Championship Regatta in Oak 
Ridge, Tenn., which begins on April 18.

Men’s tennis tops opponents 

Rowing visits Tulane invitational

Courtesy Alex reis
Rice Rowing Club men’s 4+ novice boat competed in New Orleans, La. last weekend. In their first 
2,000-meter-sprint of the season, the boat finished second after Vanderbilt.

WRITE FOR THRESHER SPORTS
email thresher-sports@rice.edu
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BASEBALL STATS
Explained

Slugging 
percentage.532

On base
percentage  

.476

Ba
tti

ng average .191

Earned run
  average  

1.40

a g ai n st

KKStrike outs K27

Ba
tti

ng Average.416

Zech Lemond

More than half of 
all his hits result in 
a double or better.

Reeves is No. 42 in the 
nation in batting aver-
age, recording a hit in 
41.6% of his at-bats.

Through hits, 
walks or errors, 
Reeves reaches 
at least first base 
47.6% of the time 
he is at-bat.

Lemomd has struck out 
27 of the 89 batters he 
has faced this season.

Opposing hit-
ters only record 
a hit 19.1% of 
the time they 
face Lemond.

Lemond only al-
lows an average 
of 1.40 runs to 
opposing teams 
per nine innings.

The weekend sweep improved the Owls’ 
record to 15-6 overall (5-1 in Conference-
USA). The Owls are on a season-high five-
game winning streak and have won eight of 
their last nine games. The Panthers fell to 
16-4 overall (3-3 C-USA). 

Reeves, who won the C-USA Hitter of the 
Week recognition for his 17-24 batting per-
formance over the past week, said he feels 
blessed to be a part of Rice University and 
the prestigious baseball program. 

“I’d say it’s been a blessing to be a part 
of a team like this,” Reeves said. “We have 
a great group of guys and the team is really 
coming together right now. It has been so 
great to see our progression during the sea-
son, and Rice is such a prestigious school. 
I’m so thankful to be here.”

Reeves also said he feels honored to be 
able to call pitches and to be the starting 
catcher on the squad. He said he does not 
take his role lightly and plans to do anything 
he can to help the team win. 

“Getting to call pitches for these Rice 
pitchers has been amazing,” Reeves said. 
“[The pitchers] have carried us for a large 
majority of the season and have kept us in a 
lot of games. I plan to help this team out in 
every single way I can.”

Chase McDowell said he is excited for 
the upcoming series against Florida Atlantic 

University and wants to keep the streak alive.
“I don’t really know that much about 

FAU, but we have to approach these games 
the same way we always do,” McDowell said. 
“We know we have a target on our back, and 
if we do the same thing we will continue this 
streak and continue to win ballgames.”

The Rice Owls will host the Florida Atlan-
tic Owls beginning this Friday for a three-
game series. First pitch is scheduled for Fri-
day, March 21 at 6:30 p.m. at Reckling Park.

weekend. Yale is ranked No. 50 in the nation 
and has a current record of 5-6. William & 
Mary has an overall record of 3-10.

Harmath said the team is eager to travel 
to Virginia but is primarily focused on the 
immediate future.

“We are excited to travel to Virginia in 
two weeks to play Yale and William & Mary,” 
Harmath said. “But our primary focus at 
the moment is our upcoming home match 
against Missouri next Tuesday.”

Thus far in the season, Rice has been un-
able to secure more than three consecutive 
victories. The team has an opportunity this 
Tuesday to win a fourth game and break this 
record. 

Harmath said she believes in the team’s 
ability to meet its goals and put in their best 
effort in each and every match. According to 
Harmath, the team has potential, talent and 
an incredibly strong work ethic.

“Our objective is to put it all on the court 
every match,” Harmath said. “Our team is 
full of fighters and we work hard day in, day 
out to make our team goals a reality.”

0Tennis
 from page 9

0BaseBall
 from page 9

GAMES THIS WEEK

vs. Florida Atlantic

Friday, March 21, 6:30 p.m.,                              
Reckling Park

vs. Florida Atlantic

Saturday, March 22, 1:00 p.m.,                         
Reckling Park

vs. Florida Atlantic

Sunday, March 23, 1:00 p.m.,                           
Reckling Park

at University of Houston

Tuesday, March 25, 6:20 p.m.,                           
Cougar Field

Photos courtesy rice sPorts information

Pitcher

John Clay Reeves
Catcher



WanteD
Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training 
is paid, and we pay for travel. Email your 
resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

Varsity Tutors has many students seek-
ing smart tutors for math, science, lan-
guages, all other subjects and test prep. 
Competitive pay and make your own 
schedule. Only only applications will be 
considered.
Please apply at: http://www.varsitytutors.
com/houston-tutoring-jobs

Tutors needed immediately! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for Middle & High School 
Math, Natural & Social Science, Foreign 
Language, and Humanities. Reliable trans-
portation required. Pay $25-40/hr based 
on experience. Contact 832-428-8330 and 
email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com

Peer2utor is hiring online tutors for 
Texas State Test and AP tests! Flexible 
hours. Minimum $15/hr. No transporta-
tion required. No minimum time commit-
ment. Go topeer2utor.com or emailinfo@
pee2utor.com

Looking for afternoon help in West 
U. 3:30-6:30. 3-4 days a week M-F. Du-
ties: pick up 2 kids from school, snacks, 
homework, drive to sports practice. 919-
824-5491

HIring Household assistant Duties 
include:  assisting house manager with 
errands and administrative support; 
part-time babysitting as needed for three 
children (ages 6, 4 and 3).  Occasional 
help with children’s homework and 
projects.  Flexible schedule.  Part-time 
or full-time.  Occasional weekend work. 
Qualifications: 3rd or 4th year college 
student or recent college graduate.  Prior 
babysitting experience. Compensation: 
$20/hr. Interested persons should submit 
a resume and indication of interest to Jo 
Lynn Hendricks at jo@arnoldfam.net

Summer Job Run “Camp Arnold” for 
neighborhood family, Monday -Thurs-
day.  Plan fun and educational experi-
ences with 4-year old boy & help with 
older boys (8 & 10) after their day camps. 

Car required.  Email Alan at aarnold@
rice.edu<mailto:aarnold@rice.edu>.

P/T to F/T Personal/Office Assistant 
for ongoing opportunity in small busi-
ness. Qualified candidates must be pro-
ficient in MS Word, Quickbooks, Excel. 
Need to be motivated, detail oriented, 
highly organized, computer savvy, ex-
cellent verbal/written communication 
skills, multi-task well, work efficiently 
w/o constant supervision. Willing to be 
supportive ,assist with filing, phones, 
lifting 30 lbs packages. Vehicle insured 
with food driving record.  Please email 
resume to jrl3743@gmail.com

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
12 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

classifieds @rice.edu

The Backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For any comments or questions, contact purple@rice.edu.

Stephanie Davis
Fairfax County, VA

Sam Dauer
Houston, TX

Dale Smithers
Argyle, TX

Recommended Reviews Willy’s Pub

3 friends
24 reviews

130 friends
203 reviews

0 friends
6 reviews

I’m a freshman here at Rice. Go Owls! I went 
with the girls from my hall, hoping to meet 
up with some guys we’ve been talking to for 
a while. As soon as we got there, Katie and 
Melissa ditched us the second they saw the 
Brown guys. They’re so lame though. So 
Rachel and I sat with some junior guys in this 
booth. Katie was totally going after Matt, but 
whatever. Anyways, Pub is a lot of fun for 
playing games and meeting new people. The 
music is really good most of the time, and if 
people are going out, it can be really fun. Just 
make sure to leave before things get weird at 
around 1. I love my school so much!

I was visiting my friend at Rice last Thursday, because I was on Spring 
Break during a normal week, and he said that people usually go to 
this cool underground bar on Thursdays. So I got ready and we left 
the dorm around 11:30. Kind of late I thought, but whatever. When we 
entered the building, I felt like I was in a community center from the 
mid-1960s, but he pointed to the stairs near the ATM. We get halfway 
down the stairs, and the line was already wrapped around the build-
ing. My friend forgot to tell me this place was all-age, and we waited 
in line around a group of what looked like middleschool girls. Eventu-
ally I got to the front and showed the bouncer (who was an 100 lb 5’3” 
girl) my ID, and paid the cover. $1. Not bad. I was pretty confused that 
I had walked into a sports bar, but I heard “Talk to Dirty to Me” on in 
the background. My jam. I somehow navigate the big packs of dudes, 
and grab the attention of bartender. I ask for a Jack and Coke, but I’m 
told they can’t make that. So I ask for a Vodka Red Bull. No dice. Some 
smart-ass kid wearing a bike helmet told me to order Mickey’s. I do. 
Turns out the big seller here is 40 oz malt liquor. You know the stuff 
they have at the Valero (see my other reviews). I start drinking that, 
and actually got pretty throwed. But not quite enough to notice that 
the dancing was ridiculous. About an hour later nobody was there. 
Overall, probably 2.5 stars, but I’m rounding up because the place has 
great parking.

tl;dr Cheap drinks. Everybody there was weird. Cheap drinks didn’t 
work. Wouldn’t recommend.

Now I stopped by the Pub on my way to visit my son in 
Houston. He was still in class learning about the num-
bers, and I didn’t want to eat at that white building 
because glass makes me uncomfortable, so I walked 
downstairs to this poorly lit joint in the bottom of the 
Rice Memorial Center. It was Wednesday a little after 
noon, and I yelled in there to see if it was open. Turns 
out it was, but there must have been something going 
on around the campus. Back when I did my undergrad at 
‘State, I tell you if we had the devil’s suds on campus half 
the boys ‘d be there by 11:30 in the morning. Yee haw! 
Whatever such, I walked over the bar but my boot got 
stuck like it was in a tar pit!! When I got my hind-quarters 
down on the stool, I asked the kind bar maiden for a Que-
sodilla with extra chiles verdes. My son found me there 8 
hours late in a near blind stupor. Now I don’t remember 
much, but I did take kindly to that Golden Monkey beer. 
I highly recommend the place, and I will be back here 
soon.So. It’s time for an update. I’ve started going 

to Pub again. God I feel so old, but it’s fun if 
my friends are going. Is it just me, or is every-
one here too friendly? Oh well, it’s cheaper 
than midtown.

9/17/2010

3/14/2014

3/13/2014 3/13/2014

1 check-in here
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