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Applicant pool increases by 15 percent
by ANdRew Ta & AsIya KazI
News EdItoR aNd ThResheR Staff

 An unprecedented 15 percent rise in the number 
of applications for Rice University’s fall 2014 incom-
ing class took the Enrollment Office by surprise, 
Vice President for Enrollment Chris Munoz said.

“For the last seven years, we’ve grown our ap-
plicant pool,” Munoz said. “But this, I confess, has 

been a surprise. There are very few universities 
this year who are going to report being up 15 per-
cent. I already know … that some other universi-
ties are down in applications, including Harvard. 
Dartmouth is down. Vanderbilt is down. Chicago 
is down. We’re countering that experience.”

According to Munoz, the number of applicants 
with high test scores has risen disproportionately, 
but this follows a trend of an increase in appli-

cants with perfect grades.
“Our overall applicant pool has grown by 15 

percent,” Munoz said. “[But] students with SATs 
over 1500 on a 1600 scale has grown by over 30 
percent this year compared to a year ago. We have 
a sizable portion, maybe 65-70 percent of the stu-
dents who apply to Rice, that have nearly perfect 
academic records and, at one time, that was 

Art Barn removal concerns local community
by JIeya WeN
ThResheR Staff

The Art Barn is being removed 
from the Rice University campus 
and may soon have a new home in 
the Fourth Ward. The Barn, which 
is also known as the Martel Cen-
ter for Continuous Studies and 
the former Rice Museum, is go-
ing to be disassembled because of 
safety problems and the potential 
cost of renovation, according to 
Vice President for Administration 
Kevin Kirby.

“We have had many archi-
tects and engineers evaluate the 
building,” Kirby said. “There are 
substantial structural, electrical, 
mechanical, plumbing and safety 
problems that would have to be ad-
dressed for us to continue to use the 
building. In addition to remedying 
these problems, the building would 
have to be upgraded to meet today’s 
building codes, such as [those] for 
safety, structural shortcomings and 
access by people with disabilities.”

After the administration’s deci-
sion to remove the building, both 
local and national newspapers re-
leased coverage of the decision to re-
move the building, including pieces 
in the Dallas Morning News, the New 
York Times, the Glasstire and the 
Houston Chronicle.

Visual and Dramatic Arts Profes-
sor Geoffrey Winningham said the 
Houston community tried to find a 
way to save the Art Barn after see-
ing the widespread press. On March 
8, it was announced that the Brown 
Foundation has guaranteed money 
to move the Art Barn to the Fourth 
Ward in Houston.

“The building was designed so 
that it can be disassembled and 
moved in parts,” Winningham said. 
“The building will become a public 
art center. The university has agreed 
to allow [the] building to stand for 
a couple more weeks [in order] to 
come up with the actual plan for 
moving the building.”

However, according to Winning-
ham, the architect who built the 

Art Barn claims it is sound and says 
there are no safety issues related to 
the structure.

Kirby said, after the building is 
removed, the university will plant 
grass on the space.

“The famous tree planted by 
Andy Warhol in front of the building 
will remain where it is,” Kirby said. 
“Green fencing has been installed 
around the building in preparation 
for the removal of the building.”

Winningham said the build-
ing was built quickly in 1969 by the 
de Menil family to house a visiting 
machine show from the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York. Originally, 
one quarter of the building was for 
painting and drawing studios of 
the Department of Fine Arts, which 
is now known as the department of 
Visual and Dramatic Arts.

“The building, for 12 or 15 years, 
was Mrs. de Menil’s site for bringing 
a series of extremely important art 
exhibitions from around the world 
to Houston,” Winningham said. 
“When the Menil Collection building 

was finished, they moved out of the 
building, and the Continuous Stud-
ies Department of Rice moved in.” 

According to Rice alumni Lisa 
Hardaway (Brown ’81), the Art Barn 
is important to the history of both 
Rice University and Houston.

“[The Art Barn] is not just a 
building, but a historical marker of 
importance for the city of Houston, 
a hallowed site [that] represents a 
turning point of great significance,” 
Hardaway said. “It represents a time 
which will, very shortly, only exist in 
the memory of those of us who knew 
Mrs. De Menil and experienced a 
profound excitement in the cultural 
life of the city.”

According to Kirby, however, the 
building’s function and its historical 
value have changed over the years.

“This structure has been very sig-
nificantly altered during the 27 years 
(and probably more) that it has not 
had a function related to the arts, 
and that too has impacted its historic 
value,” Kirby said.

SA election rerun shows 
increased participation

More than 1,600 students voted 
in the SA General Elections rerun, 
according to Student Association 
Secretary Nathan Andrus. This plac-
es the turnout rate for this election 
at over 40 percent, the highest it has 
been in several years. Here are the 
general election turnout rates for re-
cent elections:

•	 2014 Rerun: 40.54 percent

•	 2014 Original: 28.91 percent

•	 2013: 31.18 percent

•	 2012: 28.00 percent

The highest voter turnout to date, 51.60 
percent, occurred in 2009.

Reny Jose search 
continues after 

spring break 
by ThResheR edItoRIal staff

The search continues for Martel College 
senior Reny Jose, who went missing on Mon-
day, March 3 while on vacation in Panama City 
Beach, Fla.

Jose was last seen by friends at 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday. According to the Bay County Sheriff’s 
Office, Jose’s clothes, cell phone and wallet 
were found in a trash can. The Sheriff’s Office 
reports that a friend told investigators that Jose 
had taken LSD and mentioned harming him-
self before he disappeared. Deputies have been 
searching the area around the home, and a dive 
team is searching the Gulf of Mexico near the 
beachfront home where Jose was staying.

His family is urging people to be vigilant 
and to continue looking for Jose. A Facebook 
page has been created to spread awareness, and 
there is a fund for people to donate money to the 
family to help the search efforts.

Reashma Jose, Reny’s sister, posted on the 
Facebook page on behalf of the family.

“I just wanted to thank everyone for their 
support. Your kind words, thoughts and prayers 
have kept us hopeful,” Reashma Jose said. 
“Waiting to hear the news of Reny’s where-
abouts each day has been agonizing. We ask 
that you please continue to keep us in your 
prayers. Reny is very much a pillar in our fam-
ily and just as he would never give up on us, we 
refuse to give up on him. Thank you all again for 
everything.”

Martel College held a candlelit vigil for Jose 
Tuesday, March 11 in the Martel Quad. Students 
from across campus were invited to attend.

Anyone with information about Jose is asked 
to call RUPD at 713-348-6000.

Outgoing SA President Yoonjin Min presents a whip to incoming SA President Ravi Sheth during 
Changeover on Monday, March 10. The festivities took place at Willy’s Pub, celebrating the outgoing 
SA Executive Board and ushering in the new leadership.

SA leadership 
passes the torch

0see art barn, page 3

0see admission, page 4
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by Andrew Ta
News Editor

Undergraduate tuition will increase 4.2 per-
cent next year from $38,260 to $39,880, according 
to Vice President for Finance Kathy Collins. This 
will raise the total cost of attendance — which 
includes tuition, $686 in mandatory fees and 
$13,400 for room and board — by 3.9 percent, 
from $51,941 to $53,966.

“Over the last few years, we’ve been slowing 
the rate of increase in the sticker price,” Collins 
said. “We’re attentive to the concern about the ris-
ing cost of college.”

According to Senior Director of News and 
Media Relations BJ Almond, tuition must in-
crease each year to ensure the university contin-
ues to function.

“The cost of doing business continues to go 
up,” Almond said. “That involves everything 
from operating facilities to hiring faculty to oper-
ate campus. Wages have been increasing. There 
are a number of factors that increase as part of 
doing business.”

Rice topped Kiplinger’s Personal Finance 
Magazine’s list of best value for private univer-
sities in the Small Colleges and Colleges in the 
West/Southwest categories. Kiplinger’s ranked 
Rice No. 3 for best value among private colleges 
nationwide behind Yale University and Princ-
eton University. Last month, Rice was included 
in the Princeton Review’s list of top 75 best value 
schools, but was not ranked in the top 10 list, in 
which Rice was included for five of the last six 
years.

“The [administration’s] concern is on Rice be-
ing affordable and accessible to a wide range of 
students,” Collins said. “So being best value in 
terms of cost, academic qualities and experiences 
and opportunities provided by Rice is really im-
portant. The rankings are secondary.”

Collins said she acknowledges that rankings 
play a role in the visibility of a university to pro-
spective students, but the focus should be on 
what Rice provides for its student population.

“Our view is that the total package of the aca-
demics, the cost, the quality of life and the friend-
ships of a community make up the student expe-
rience,” Collins said.

According to Collins, Rice’s tuition cost will re-
main competitive with its peer universities.

“Rice has always been lower than our peers in 
terms of sticker price,” Collins said. “So for some-
one who doesn’t get any aid and is paying full 
price, Rice is a better price.”

Collins said a number of measures have been 
taken over the past few years to improve Rice’s fi-
nancial aid for students.

“We have maintained a need-blind approach 
to admissions, limited the debt we require as 
part of a financial aid package to no more than 
$10,000 over 4 years, and raised the family in-
come below which we don’t require any loans to 
$80,000,” Collins said. “As our prices go up, we 
adjust financial aid, so it’s not just meeting need 
in the year you enroll; we’re continually reviewing 
and updating. And we have other aid that is not 
need-based.”

Martel College junior Alyce Chu said the recent 
Kiplinger’s best value rankings surprised her.

“I would have never expected Rice to rank 
higher than the likes of [California Institute of 
Technology] or Stanford [University],” Chu said. 
“After being here for so long, while I love Rice, 
I have begun to see its flaws, which a survey or 
numbers can’t necessarily capture for a ranking.”

Wiess College sophomore Alex Tran said a tu-
ition increase was to be expected.

“Tuition increases themselves most likely 
have to occur at some level, especially consid-
ering Leebron’s plan to expand the university, 
which necessitates more resources, such as pro-
fessors,” Tran said.

Land holdings bolster endowment Tuition increases at lower rate

Rice University owns several pieces of land 
around Texas and other parts of the southern 
United States. These investments are all main-
tained by the Rice Management Company, a divi-
sion of the university responsible for managing 
the school’s endowment. Compiled by Anita Alem

Waller County Land: 3,979 acres
 Houston/Sugar Land Metropolitan

After a fire in 2011 destroyed the forests on 
this property, the Rice Management Company 
has replaced 450 acres as land for cattle grazing.

Southwest Louisiana: 50,000 acres 
  of timberland

The trees on this land absorb more than 
57,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide per year, 
offsetting over half of Rice’s annual gross 
greenhouse gas emissions. The property is also 
in the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries’ safe-harbor program as a home to 
the Louisiana red-cockaded woodpecker. Rice 
faculty members use residual forest biomass 
gathered from the Louisiana site for their 
research on biochar.

Near Rice’s campus:

Village Arcade Shopping Center
2400 University Blvd, Houston, TX 77005
The Rice Management Company is in the process 
of buying out Weingarten Realty’s economic 
interest in this land. The deal will be completed 
by this fall

Midtown: 6.4 acres near the intersection of Main, 
Caroline and Highway 59.
Rice owns the land and leased it on a long-term 
basis to Sears in 1946. Currently, a Sears and 
Fiesta grocery store still operate on Rice’s leased 
land.

The Impeccable Pig at 2511 University Blvd.
This is a women’s clothing retailer in Rice Village 
that leases the property from Rice. 

Historical holdings:

From 1962 to 1971, Rice owned the land on which 
Yankee Stadium is built.
In the 1960s, Rice donated the undeveloped land 
it owned in Southeast Houston to NASA, to be 
used as part of the Apollo program. 



the Rice ThresherWednesday, March 12, 2014 3NEWS

Reddit co-founder gives talk, 
discusses failure and success

by Jennifer Shen
Thresher Staff

Alexis Ohanian, co-founder of the popular 
content-sharing website Reddit Inc., spoke at Rice 
on Feb. 26 about online entrepreneurship.

The lecture, sponsored by the Rice Center 
for Engineering Leadership, was part of Oha-
nian’s national tour to present his book, With-
out Their Permission, according to Co-Director 
of RCEL Ray Simar.

Ohanian said the Internet is the relevant 
frontier for the current generation, and people 
should use the many resources online to learn 
how to code. 

“We don’t know how it’s [going to] change all 
[of] these industries, but we do know it’s happen-
ing right now,” Ohanian said. “And those of us 
who are exploring this new frontier, we have an 
opportunity to guide where it’s headed.”

Ohanian said the execution of an idea can be 
more important than the idea itself and getting 
started on great ideas immediately, regardless of 
the possibility of failure, is crucial.

“Ideas alone are worthless,” Ohanian said. 
“Don’t be complacent with just a great idea. Get 
started right now. No one has a perfect roadmap. 
The first version of everything is janky. Even the 
first version of Iron Man is janky.”

Ohanian encouraged listeners to not care 
about one’s competition and to use haters as mo-
tivation. He gave the example of being invited to 
the Yahoo! headquarters only to be laughed at.

According to Ohanian, one Yahoo! executive 
called Reddit a rounding error compared to Ya-
hoo!. Ohanian said the first thing he did when he 
went back home was to print out the words “you 
are a rounding error” and put it on his desk.

“I wanted to look at it every single morning 
and know exactly who we were proving wrong,” 
Ohanian said. 

Jones College senior Ruby Gee said she 
wished Ohanian talked more about the risks of 
startups.

“[He] was very charismatic [and] knew how to 
use internet humor to engage with his audience,” 
Gee said. “However, the talk skimmed over the 
[high failure rate] of tech entrepreneurship.”

Reddit co-founder Alexis Ohanian speaks to Rice students on Feb. 26. The talk was a part of Oha-
nian’s book tour and was sponsored by the Rice Center for Engineering Leadership. 

jason liu/thresher

A farewell party, Brainstorming: The Last 
Show, was held on Feb. 23, and demolition fences 
were set up on Feb. 28. 

Jessica Fuquay, a Duncan College senior 
majoring in Visual and Dramatic Arts, said the 
department of Visual and Dramatic Arts is still 
facing the problem of lack of centrality and size. 
The department is spread out in the Rice Media 
Center, Hamman Hall and Sewall Hall, and, ac-
cording to Fuquay, the repurposing of the Art 
Barn as a space for the VADA department could 
have helped solve the problem. 

“Had the university chosen to preserve and re-
store the Art Barn for VADA instruction, this issue 
could be abated, in part because it would place 
the focus of the activity in the area around the 
Rice Media Center,” Fuquay said. “Because the 
Moody Arts Center is nearby as well, that could 
have been the hub that would have allowed for 
the interdepartmental collaboration we cannot 
currently practice.”

In response to VADA’s request to use the Art 
Barn as a space for studios for the department, 
Kirby said the university has already made effort 
to expand the arts at Rice.

“Rice has made a substantial commitment 
to expanding the arts at Rice over the past six 
years,” Kirby said. “We’ve forged very produc-
tive academic relationships with the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston and the Menil Collection. 
The Rice Public Art program has become one of 
the finest university programs in the country in a 
very short period of time, with works from artists 
such as James Turrell. The Moody Center for the 
Arts, now in design, will integrate the arts into all 
schools at the university and provide substantial 
arts-making and exhibition space for students 
and others.”

Winningham said the way that the univer-
sity is paying attention to the arts does not help 
classroom learning of the arts, which needs 
more focus.

“If emphasizing arts [at] Rice means putting 
sculptures around or [constructing] a building 
that has galleries and public interface to the arts, 
they are doing a lot of that,” Winningham said. 
“But neither of those has to do with classroom 
learning and educational experience at Rice. 

That’s where it looks a little weak. If they wanted 
that, they will bring our department together and 
give us strength.”

Kirby, however, said the cost of renovating the 
old building could dip into the university’s invest-
ment in other areas.

“After Continuing Studies moved out of [the] 
Martel Center, we evaluated many reuse possibili-
ties — the arts, student entrepreneurial activities, 
office space, among them,” Kirby said. “We are 
a community of many disciplines, interests and 
programs, and that means choices have to be 
made about the allocation of resources. The cost 
to put any program in the old Continuing Stud-
ies building is significant and would come at the 
expense of some other investment.”

Fuquay said the demolition of the Art Barn 
is not because of the cost of renovating it, but 
because the administration is unwilling to keep 
the building. 

“They’re tearing it down and putting grass 
over it when that expense could go toward in-
stalling studio space and other facilities that 
would benefit both VADA students and other 
departments, as it could free up some space in 
Sewall Hall,” Fuquay said. “It’s an issue of prior-
ity, not of cost.”

Hardaway said tearing down the Art Barn 
demonstrates the university’s lack of interest in 
art education.

“It is not surprising to me that the university 
would choose to demolish the Art Barn instead 
of honoring its presence with renovation,” Hard-
away said. “This decision mirrors their epic lack 
of interest and support of art at the university in 
favor of more financially useful departments.”

Lydia Smith, a Duncan junior majoring in Vi-
sual and Dramatic Arts, said the Art Barn is a relic 
from when Rice attracted high-profile artists. 

“I believe that Rice has the potential to be 
an important destination for contemporary art-
ists once more,” Smith said. “It is just sad that 
the mode of demolition of the art barn signifies 
that this must be done from scratch, rather than 
building on the programs and history that al-
ready exist.”

Winningham said the university should still 
try to keep the building. 

“If the building is good enough for the Brown 
Foundation to take it, move it and renovate it, it is 
good enough for Rice University, and we need it,” 
Winningham said.

0art barn
 from page 1
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maybe 40 percent. There are going to be stu-
dents who, in previous years, were admitted to 
Rice, that would not be this year.”

Munoz said although the primary reason for 
the increase cannot be pinpointed, the increase 
of the applicant pool from 8000 to 17000 in the 
last six years, partly directed by the Vision for the 
Second Century that called for a growth in the stu-
dent body, contributed to the large jump. 

“It’s all interrelated and interconnected,” Mu-
noz said. “There are those who are strong advo-
cates for athletics that would say it was because 
the football team went to a bowl. There’s some 
anecdotal evidence [that] as you grow your appli-
cant pool … you get an effect where a student who 
applied from, say, New York, a number of other 
students start to become aware of Rice because 
more students from their community are apply-
ing to a university far away.”

According to Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson, the increase in applications resulted 
from Rice’s rapidly growing national and interna-
tional reputation. 

“This is at least in part due to the publicity 
over our ‘happiest students,’” Hutchinson said. 
“But, more than that, I think prospective students 
have discovered that we offer the opportunity to 
join a world-class research institution and have 
the residential college experience, all on one 
campus.”

Munoz said his initial findings echoed 
Hutchinson’s statements that quality of life ap-
peals to the students that apply to Rice.

“We have read [in] a number of statements 
from students who have applied this year recogni-
tion from surveys that suggest that Rice students 
are very happy with their experience at Rice,” Mu-
noz said. “We’re hearing that, frequently.”

Munoz said publicizing high levels of student 
satisfaction in national media has greatly contrib-
uted to recent increases in the university’s per-
ceived value. 

“I think we’re better known,” Munoz said. 
“For several years now, we have grown our appli-
cant pool in Texas, outside of Texas, and interna-
tionally. This consciousness and this awareness 
of Rice is growing at such a rate that it’s compen-
sating for the fact that the number of high school 

graduates is declining.”
Hanszen College senior Mike Schubert said 

he thinks the university is most likely trying to in-
crease the number of applicants in order to lower 
acceptance rates.

“A lower acceptance rate would make us ‘more 
prestigious,’ and more applicants allows Rice [to 
truly] pick the best of the best,” Schubert said.

According to Munoz, while the administration 
views higher application numbers and lower ad-
mittance percentages as positive trends, it has no 
target for either.

“There are [peer universities] that have larger 
applicant pools and even lower admit rates,” Mu-
noz said. “We want to be in that company, but we 
want to earn it. We want it to be because students 
and parents find us to be very appealing and the 
right choice for them.”

Munoz said Rice is specifically targeting stu-
dents who would seriously consider attending.

“At Rice, we’ve tried hard to interest and speak 
to students who will find Rice appealing,” Munoz 
said. “We’re not interested in growing the appli-
cant pool just for the sake of [it]. It doesn’t serve us 
to increase our applicant pool amongst students 
who really don’t have any loyalty or intention. 
There are some universities that appear to do that 
at times, but we are not [one of them].”

Schubert said he does not believe there is any 
downside to an increase in applications, as long 
as Rice does not consequently become over-en-
rolled.

“I love that Rice is becoming more of a well-
known academic powerhouse as opposed to a 
‘best kept secret,’” Schubert said. “Rice deserves 
to be in the same conversation as schools like 
Stanford, and I think its increase in popularity 
will allow for that to happen more frequently.”

Brown College junior Reilly Solis said high-
yield rates could create overcrowding issues. 

“The best things Rice has to offer could be 
quite easily dismantled by increases in the stu-
dent body without sufficient capacity expan-
sion,” Solis said. “Think student-to-faculty ratio, 
residential college culture and access to univer-
sity resources, among other Rice qualities.”

Munoz said he does not foresee another large 
jump in the applicant pool in the near future.

“I’m not expecting another increase in the 
[application] rate, like we had this year, for next 
year, but I think it’s conceivable that we will be up 
again,” Munoz said.

0admission
 from page 1Impact of SAT changes on Rice 

admission standards unclear
by Andrew Ta

News Editor

Although College Board recently announced 
plans to focus the SAT on skills practical in a 
university setting, Vice President for Enrollment 
Chris Munoz said he will defer judgement on how 
it will impact admissions until the exact changes 
are revealed on April 16.

“Having experienced changes similar to this 
in the past, specifically with the College Board 
and the SAT making changes, I have come to the 
place of waiting to see exactly what materializes 
before I can really react at all,” Munoz said. “We 
really do not know what the changes are going to 
be until we actually see how it plays out.”

Munoz said he has not received any direct 
contact from College Board about the changes.

“We hear and read that they are trying to be 
less esoteric and use vocabulary that measures 
what [students actually] learn while they’re in 
school, but what is that?” Munoz said. “What 
words? So I don’t know how anyone can really 
respond at this point with the work we do in en-
rollment and admissions until they actually see 
the [new] test itself.”

Applicants must submit the SAT Reasoning 
Test along with SAT IIs or the ACT. Munoz said 
the changes to the SAT may make it more similar 
to the ACT.

“We made the decision a few years ago to re-
quire [applicants] to take the SAT IIs, which mea-
sures content [mastered],” Munoz said. “Then we 
looked at the ACT [and it was] actually measuring 
the same thing as the SAT IIs. What the College 
Board is attempting to do, and I don’t know if 
they’d agree with what I’m about to say, is they’re 
trying to mirror more what the ACT measures.”

Munoz said standardized tests like the SAT 
and ACT are part of a holistic review process, but 
they offer an important, normative way of evalu-
ating students from different schools.

“In grades, some schools can be more de-
manding than [others], but everyone has tak-

en the same test,” Munoz said. “When you’re 
in highly-selective admissions, every piece of 
information that we can get helps us make the 
best possible decision. I think we would miss 
something valuable by not having that norma-
tive evaluation, if the SAT or ACT were not re-
quired.”

Munoz said if an applicant’s SAT or ACT score 
was extremely low, it raised additional questions.

“If a student has an exceptionally low test 
[score], but their grades seem to be better ... it 
doesn’t exclude us admitting that student, but 
it calls to question that maybe the coursework 
they took wasn’t as rigorous as it was purported 
to be,” Munoz said.

Munoz said test results and general academic 
performance are generally correlated.

“A student with a high test score tends to be 
admitted at a higher rate than students with a 
lower test score,” Munoz said. “Students who 
are successful in the classroom tend to have 
higher test scores.”

According to Munoz, many students submit 
both the SAT and ACT to Rice, but more stu-
dents have submitted the ACT than the SAT in 
recent years.

“In the last three or four years, on a nation-
al scale, more students have been taking the 
ACT and not the SAT,” Munoz said.

We really do not know what 
the changes are going to be 
until we actually see how it 
plays out. 

Chris Munoz
Vice President of Enrollment



In the past month, Rice students heard it re-
peatedly: Our biggest flaw is our apathy.

Some are too busy to read the news, a few 
don’t really care at all and most students forget 
that there is a world outside of Fondren and their 
dorm rooms. 

However, students don’t always live in their 
own bubbles: A few weeks ago, the student body 
lamented the uncontested Student Association 
positions, but when a write-in candidate came 
out of the blue, students felt more passionately 
about the Student Senate than they had all 
year. The members of the student body elected 
expressed their disappointment with the status 
quo and elected a fellow student who promised 
that Rice is not as apathetic as people believe. 
We aren’t inherently apathetic students — what 
changed us?

The reason for students’ disappointment is 
that they cannot see the effect of their participa-
tion. For example, the SA sends out multiple sur-
veys throughout the year. In the past semester 
alone, students received at least four surveys on 
redesigning the RMC, on Housing and Dining, 
on creating an English minor and on transfer 
credits. However, students are rarely notified of 
the outcomes of these surveys. The SA claims 
student input will affect the administration’s 
decisions, but students never know how that in-
fluence actually happens. According to the SA, 
there are issues that the administration refuses 
to discuss. In these situations, the SA should 
communicate the administration’s sentiments 
to the student body, so students will understand 
it is not the SA’s fault. The student body needs 
feedback to see that its opinions and participa-

tion are actually making an impact. 
To make matters worse, candidates’ unclear 

agendas prevent students from making the 
most informed decisions when voting. From 
the election blurbs in the Thresher — except for 
the presidential candidates — each candidate’s 
distinct agenda was not present. When voters do 
not know what these candidates represent, how 
can they decide who they should choose as rep-
resentatives? Because of the lack of the substan-
tive agendas, it is natural for students to assume 
there is no distinction between candidates, so 
voting appears meaningless. In addition, when 
candidates don’t have concrete ideas, it seems 
like they’re not going to achieve any real goals 
anyway.

This disappointment with the candidates 
contributes to students’ ignorance. The majority 
of the student body doesn’t make it a priority or 
a personal responsibility to be aware of college 
and university-wide issues. Moreover, many of 
our leaders don’t reach out to the student body, 
whether they are at the college level or Senate 
level. Students can’t raise their voices about is-
sues if they don’t know what those issues are 
in the first place. To encourage students’ opin-
ions, leaders are responsible for educating their 
constituents and keeping them up to date. Of 
course, that’s not to say this responsibility lies 
solely on student leaders — the student body has 
to meet them halfway. So, leaders: Keep trying — 
open the students’ ears and eyes to the issues at 
hand and explain why they are important. And 
students: Try to attend a Senate meeting, com-
mittee meeting or cabinet meeting. 

Moreover, don’t stay silent. If you have an 

opinion, share it — tell your student leaders. 
Better yet, become a student leader. Too many 
students are afraid of sharing their opinion for 
fear of backlash against them. College is a micro-
society that is much kinder than the real world: 
If students can’t share their opinions here, there 
is no way they will be able to share them in the 
much harsher future, when it will be particular-
ly important. So speak up, whether it’s on your 
behalf or another student’s.

We have to admit that it is easy to become ap-
athetic. To be informed students, we would have 
to spend a great deal of time and effort studying 
the candidates and the issues, yet we would only 
have a 1/3920 influence on the outcome. The out-
come of the efforts we put into voting is so small 
in comparison to the input that it is reasonable 
for students to feel insignificant. Therefore, it is 
the SA’s responsibility to make each student feel 
significant. Don’t take the easy way out — edu-
cate yourself, improve our leaders, speak out and 
make yourself heard. After all, only when more 
students care about the school issues will the 
people in charge be more compelled to fix them. 

5

Administration should value 
Art Barn

The Thresher would have liked to see 
the Rice administration put more effort 
into the preservation of the Art Barn on 
our campus (see story, pg. 1). The building 
is considered by many to be a historically 
and artistically significant structure, and 
we would like Rice to recognize the poten-
tial value it could continue to bring to our 
campus. 

If the building is structurally unsound, 
then we understand that student safety 
should of course be a priority. We also 
understand that, if the building does need 
to be brought up to code, Rice would have 
to use funds for a renovation that could 
have otherwise been put towards another 
project at Rice. However, the Thresher 
believes that the Visual and Dramatic Arts 
department, not the arts in general, is in 
need of attention from the administration 
and could greatly benefit from new space 
and materials. The Art Barn, which is near 
the future location of the Moody Center for 
the Arts and is important to the Houston 
arts community, seems like a potentially 
good fit for additional VADA space. For 
this reason, we would have liked to see the 
university invest some time to investigate 
this option rather than simply announc-
ing that the Barn was going to be decon-
structed. 

We also acknowledge that the Art Barn 
is not used for the arts now; the Glasscock 
School of Continuing Studies occupies the 
building. However, although the building 
is not currently an ats building, we would 
like to have seen Rice recognize the histor-
ical notability of the Barn and would have 
preferred that the administration move to 
restore its previous function rather than 
dismiss it as outdated and unneeded.

Increase in application 
numbers benefits students

The Thresher is pleased to see the 
number of students applying to Rice has 
increased (see story, pg. 1). With this 
increase in applicants, the admissions of-
fice can potentially become more selective 
during the admissions process, which could 
improve Rice’s rankings. If our rankings 
do indeed improve, then that could help 
current students when applying for jobs 
and graduate schools simply because the 
perceived prestige of the university students 
attended can affect how other people view 
their education. 

However, we also want to emphasize that 
the admissions office should not view this 
increased applicant pool as an opportunity 
to select only students that appear to be 
higher-achievers on paper. Part of what we 
love about Rice is the supportive community 
and praise of quirky individuals, and we do 
not want the University’s potential quest 
for improved reputation and standings to 
jeopardize what makes Rice our home.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

On Monday of last week, I received a petition 
requesting that Baker College not restrict the 
hours of access to the Baker servery and com-
mons during the lunch period. I take all concerns 
seriously, even if raised by a single student. In 
this case, the petition was signed by over 460 
students. Since this demonstrates that the issue is 
of interest to many students, in addition to reply-
ing to the author of the petition, I have asked the 
Thresher to publish my reply in full so that I can 
share my thoughts with everyone.

On frequent occasions, conflicts arise between 
the interests of individuals and the interests of the 
larger community. These arise in everyday life, 
and they arise at Rice. In these cases, the con-
flict is not a question of who is right and who is 
wrong. Rather, the conflict is a disagreement in a 
value judgment about the relative importance of 
the needs of the individual in comparison to the 
needs of the community. That value judgment 
can and does vary from case to case and from per-
son to person. Indeed, an individual person may 
place greater value on the needs of the individual 
in one case and greater value on the needs of the 
community in another. This depends on one’s 
value system and the specific circumstances of 
the conflict. There is room for reasonable dis-
agreement in virtually all such cases.

The issue of access to the Baker servery and 
commons presents us with one such case. The 
petition reflects the view that the interests of in-
dividual students in having unrestricted access 
to the Baker servery and commons supersede the 
interests of the Baker College community, and I 
do not dispute these concerns. That said, in this 
case, I disagree with placing these individual 
interests above the interests of the college com-
munity. In fact, to disagree directly with the peti-

tion, I believe it is the demand to place individual 
convenience over the college community which 
“undercuts many of the core principles that un-
derlie the foundations of Rice,” rather than a limit 
on access undercutting those principles.

The lives of students at Rice have, for decades, 
been grounded on the strengths of their college 
communities. For the vast majority of students, 
these communities are both the preeminent 
strength of the Rice undergraduate experience 
and a major factor in their success both at Rice and 
after college. Indeed, we have turned to and relied 
on those communities just in the past two weeks.

Based on the values long expressed by our 
students, the university has invested heavily in 
supporting these communities with new facili-
ties and sizable college government budgets, in 
addition to enormous investment of the time and 
talent of the college masters, resident associates, 
head resident fellows and coordinators. The goal 
of these investments has been the enrichment of 
the college experience.

In particular, we recognized 15 years ago that 
the opportunity to take meals together was vital 
to building strong communities, and we began a 
massive and expensive effort to create spaces to 
support that experience. The construction of 11 
separate commons for dining and six shared or 
separate serveries, including bringing in talented 
chefs to encourage healthy social dining, has 
created for Rice students a community support-
structure unmatched at other universities.

In addition, we encourage students from dif-
ferent colleges to socialize over meals, which is 
why we permit the flow of students from servery 
to servery.  However, the goal of these efforts 
was never to create a campus-wide food court 
(to borrow a phrase from a former college mas-

ter), where students ignore their own colleges in 
search of either convenience or taste. That result 
would be a threat to the social foundation of the 
college communities.

How then do we balance individual interests 
against the high priority given the college system 
by generations of students, faculty, staff and ad-
ministrators?  An appropriate balance is created 
by the compromise proposed by Baker College 
and supported by me and the college masters 
and presidents. All students may still choose to 
have lunch at Baker. They simply need to wait a 
few minutes until 12:15, when the traffic has sub-
sided. Or, if that timing is inconvenient, they can 
have lunch at the other five serveries. Or, if they 
are having lunch with a friend at Baker, they 
simply need to accompany that friend. The im-
pacts of these restrictions are very minor when 
weighed against the real harm being created to 
the sense of community and interconnection at 
Baker by excessive crowds. I am guided in this by 
the observations and wisdom of the Baker Col-
lege masters.

In summary, if the demand from some stu-
dents to eat wherever they want and whenever 
they want without even minimal constraint 
is indeed more important to the student body 
than the preservation of a college community, 
then I am concerned about what that means 
about the values of the Rice community.  And 
although I respect the effort that went into the 
petition, I remain committed to the importance 
of preserving the college community, and I will 
support the enforcement of Baker College’s rea-
sonable lunch rules.

John Hutchinson
Dean of Undergraduates

Students, including student leaders, should fight campus apathy

Anita Alem, and 
Susan Jieya Wen 
are Martel College 
freshmen. 
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THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world of 
Houston.

ParK arT
Experience some culture outside the 
museum at Hermann Park’s reception 
for its newest installation by New York-
based artist Orly Genger. The work is 
part of the park’s centennial celebration 
and will be on display for one year. The 
event is Thursday, March 13 at Hermann 
Park from 4-6 p.m. Admission is free.

Hermann Park
6001 Fannin St.

hermannpark.org

fLamENCo SHoW
Get lost in some authentic, old-world 
latin dance this weekend. Hierro For-
jado will host Alexandra Simmons 
and her performing group, Saturday, 
March 15 in Flamenco Beginnings. 
The show starts at 7:30 p.m. and tick-
ets cost between $20-35. Parking is 
nearby and should not exceed $5.

The Barn
2201 Preston St.

hierroforjadoflamenco.vpweb.

foTofEST
Fotofest presents the 2014 Biennial 
of Photography and Photo-related 
Art, March 15 - April 27. Over 100 
local galleries and 48 contempo-
rary artists will particpate. Admis-
sion to most galleries is free; see 
website for individual exhibition 
details. 

fotofest.org/2014biennial

LumiNarium
Architects of Air presents Miracoco, a 
monumental structure inspired by the 
Lotus Temple in India. Rising almost 
30 feet in the air and spanning half a 
football field, this structure is sure to 
dazzle with its maze of colorful wind-
ing paths. This masterpiece will be on 
display March 15-23. Admission is $10.

Discovery Green
1500 McKinney St. 

discoverygreen.com

Sophie Newman
A&E Editor

In her Best Actress acceptance 
speech for her role in Blue Jasmine, Cate 
Blanchett admonished Hollywood for 
marginalizing films with female protag-
onists, chiding “those ... in the industry 
who are still foolishly clinging to the 
idea that female films with women at 
the center are niche experiences.” She 
added, “Audiences want to see them 
and, in fact, they earn money.”

I think I understand Blanchett’s 
overarching objective — to prompt audi-
ences to reconsider the role of women 
in film, and her statement regarding fe-
male-centric films earning more money 
seems to hold true (at least for the re-
cent past). In 2013, for instance, the top-
grossing domestic films were The Hun-
ger Games: Catching Fire, The Avengers 
and Frozen. Two of the three films have 
female protagonists.

But is it because women-led films are 
inherently more attractive that they are 
top-grossing? I argue that it is because 
these films are “niche” that they garner 
intrigue. Blanchett may be right about 
the industry “foolishly clinging,” but 
she is overly optimistic in her assump-
tion that films with female leads are 
mainstream when, in fact, they fulfill 
very specialized roles in their genres.

The Hunger Games franchise, for in-
stance, has often been credited with 
being revolutionary in its portrayal of a 
woman as the protagonist of an action-
adventure story. With headlines like 
“The Hunger Games: Action-film femi-
nism is Catching Fire” (BBC) and “Hun-
ger Games becomes first female-led film 
since…” (Buzzfeed), it is clear that The 
Hunger Games is an outlier in its realm.

The same goes for Frozen. While 
there is no clear consensus on whether 
the movie is actually feminist, the ani-
mated discourse surrounding the film’s 
female lead characters and whether or 
not they break free from the confines of 
Disney princess culture proves its indi-
viduality.

Women themselves are underrepre-
sented in the industry. According to a 
recent study conducted by the Center 
for the Study of Women in Television 
and Film at San Diego State University, 
“women comprised 16 percent of all di-
rectors, executive producers, producers, 
writers, cinematographers and editors 
working on the top 250 (domestic) gross-
ing films of 2013.” All things considered, 
there is an incredible gender gap in Hol-
lywood, off- as well as on-screen. 

Blanchett is right: Audiences do 
want more female-led films, but the fact 
is there is a long way to go before these 
types of movies can be considered in 
line with mainstream media. Only when 
commenters stop exclaiming how “revo-
lutionary” or “feminist” these films are 
will they cease to belong to the female-
protagonist niche and instead become 
true representatives of their respective 
genres.

Blanchett overly 
optimistic about 
women-led films

design by Claire elestwani, Carrie Jiang and MarCel Merwin
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Mary Buchanan  

“Little Garcon” Born Ruffians

“Fare Thee Well” Marcus Mumford and Oscar Isaac

3

1

2

“Don’t Stop Me Now” Queen

Lovett College Senior and Researcher at the Kinder Institute

John Draper

Jennifer Ding

“Crane Wife III” The Decemberists

“All Gold Everything (The Heisenbergs Remix)” Trinidad James

3

1

2

“Perfect World” Broken Bells

Duncan College Senior and Member of the Rice Crew Team

Baker College Junior and ASB Site Leader

Courtesy Kill roCK stars

Courtesy el abismo

Courtesy Warp reCords

“Pa’l Norte” Calle 13

“Desaparecido” Manu Chao

3

1

2

“Muevelo” Los Super Reyes

“‘Don’t Stop Me Now’ is a classic that really pumps you up and ener-
gizes you, and it always puts me in a good mood. It’s extremely dance-
able and encourages singing along too!”

“[‘Perfect World’] is the first single from their newest album, the last 
20 seconds specifically are surprisingly catchy. A nice upbeat song — 
their entire discography is just really great.”

“My recent ASB trip to the Texas-Mexico border resparked my love 
for Latin American music. All of these songs are linked not only by their 
danceable latin rhythms but also by their anthemic and poetic lyrics 
describing immigration.”

What’s on Rice’s playlist?
What’s on Rice’s Playlist is a new column designed to showcase a sampling of 

Rice students’ “Songs Of The Moment.” All the songs are available on a playlist that 
can be found at http://grooveshark.com/#!/whatsonricesplaylist/playlists
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Dark TV dramas play on fears, incite debate
Kaylen Strench

A&E Editor

This spring break, I admittedly did 
more than my fair share of Netflix binge-
watching. I started slowly with HBO’s “True 
Detective,” then, hungry for more, pro-
ceeded to chew with rapid speed through 
both seasons of Netflix’s “House of Cards.” 
With time remaining before my family left 
for vacation and still not quite satiated, 
I washed down the last season of AMC’s 
“Mad Men” with a couple of Diet Cokes. I 
get it, I watch too much TV. Here’s the thing 
though — I got what I deserved. Those three 
days of constant screen time left me deeply, 
existentially depressed in a way I hadn’t 
experienced since I last attempted to read  
Sartre’s Nausea.

Of course, these shows, featuring misan-
thropic antiheroes smashing through their 
plotlines in the most immoral fashion pos-
sible, don’t make for uplifting stories. Yet, 
I don’t typically feel this way after watch-
ing other morally abhorrent action movies 
or crude comedies. These dark dramas like 
“House of Cards,” “Mad Men” and “True De-
tective” are part of their own genre, and they 
are bothersome and powerful for the reasons 
most art is — because when we stare at them, 
we find ourselves staring back.

These shows and their antiheroes repre-
sent various personal and societal disinte-
grations we contemplate and fear. “House 
of Cards” is a playful exaggeration of what 
we suspect happens behind closed doors in 
Washington. In “Mad Men,” Draper’s inabil-
ity to control his urges is what we fear will 

happen if we lose control, while also serving 
as a general metaphor for America’s “moral 
collapse” since the ’60s. Finally, Cohle in 
“True Detective” terrifies us with his rants on 
the true nature of reality and death. Wheth-
er the fears we have about self-control, the 
nature of reality or the leaders of our coun-
try are warranted is beside the point; what 
matters is that there is something we love 
about seeing our fears played out, watching 
our nightmares dance on the screen. These 
shows succeed because we internalize them. 
They attach to something inside of us and ex-
pand in the dark crevices of our minds.

So what do we take from this? First, I 
would intersperse some normal human inter-
act......ion in with your binge-watching. More 
importantly, however, I realized that these 
shows are not to be watched mindlessly. They 

require engagement and beg us to connect 
their themes with thoughts and experiences 
from our own lives. The characters are sup-
posed to get into your head. In short, once 
we understand that these shows are less 
like traditional television and more like 
good literature, we can cultivate a greater 
appreciation for what they have to offer and 
what they say about our human nature.

Once we accept the above concepts, 
watching and talking about TV can trans-
form from a cultish, trivial activity to a 
cool, intellectual exercise. This is already 
happening to some extent, which is a cul-
tural phenomenon in itself. Personally, it 
is a trend I would like to see continue since 
it makes art more accessible to the public. 
Therefore, I give you permission: Watch 
shamelessly.

courtesy media rights capital
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by Maddy Adams
Sports Editor

The Rice University women’s swimming team 
won their second consecutive Conference USA 
title this past week, placing first in the conference 
tournament in Atlanta, Ga. The team won six in-
dividual and five relay races, allowing the team to 
rack up 1,000 points overall.

Junior Casey Clark, junior Erin Flanigan and 
sophomore Cora McKenzie each won their respec-
tive individual events. Rice was also awarded with 
two individual accolades: Clark was recognized as 
the C-USA Swimmer of the Meet and Head Coach 
Seth Huston was named the C-USA Swimming 
Coach of the Meet.

Huston said Clark pushed herself throughout 
this season, as she has done in the past.

“Clark works hard, and she does not limit her-
self,” Huston said. “Every year she gets better; she 
thinks bigger and bigger.”

Rice kicked off the tournament with a 188-point 
lead and maintained their spot, as 12 Rice swim-
mers qualified for the final races.  

The Owls managed to secure their first place 
victory with several critical moments during the 
final races. Going into the 1,650-yard freestyle, Fla-
nigan had to swim a personal best to beat Florida 
International University’s junior Sonia Perez Arau, 
who swam a 16:28.63 during the preliminary races. 
Flanigan surpassed her personal best with a time 
of 16:24.94 to beat Arau and win her second C-USA 
title for the meet. 

In the 200-yard backstroke, sophomore Tay-
lor Armstrong broke the Rice school record with 
a time of 1:59.31 to earn fourth place at the meet. 

Senior Michelle Gean followed Armstrong, coming 
in ninth place with a time of 2:04.31.

McKenzie won the 100-yard freestyle with a 
time of 49.76. Four other Owls placed behind McK-
enzie: Senior Karina Wlostowska earned fourth, 
senior Chelsea Fong earned sixth, junior Marissa 
Konicke earned seventh and senior Kim Stein-
house earned eighth.

Junior Rachel Moody came in second in the 
200-yard breaststroke with a Rice school record-
breaking performance of 2:13.46. Sophomore 
Shelbi Ragsdale and junior Madison Livingston 
finished behind her in seventh and tenth place, 
respectively.

Going into the 200-yard butterfly, Rice held a 
242-point lead over FIU. Clark won the event with a 
time of 1:59.20 and Fong placed ninth.

The 400-yard freestyle relay squad, which in-

cluded McKenzie, Clark, Konicke and Wlostowska, 
came in first place and broke Rice’s school record 
with a time of 3:19.32.

The team set a total of six new school records 
at the meet, and eight Rice swimmers managed to 
make NCAA provisional times, meaning the girls 
will be eligible, in 15 different events, to attend the 
2014 NCAA tournament, if there are enough spots.

When asked about next season, Huston ac-
knowledged the loss of several important seniors 
but said returning swimmers will have the oppor-
tunity to take on leadership roles.

“The seniors here were integral in winning the 
first championship their freshman year, and they 
certainly played a huge role in winning on their 
way out,” Huston said. “We will see how [the re-
turning swimmers] will respond to that and who 
answers that call.”

Women’s swimming wins second straight championship

by Dan Elledge
Senior Editor

The Rice University baseball team opened 
conference play on Friday, March 7 against 
Old Dominion University in the first of a 
three-game series. In the first meeting, the 
Owls pitching staff performed well in a 4-1 
win. Junior pitcher Zech Lemond started 
the game instead of coming in as a closer, 
recording 10 strikeouts in 6.2 innings and 
allowing only one unearned run. Sopho-
more shortstop Leon Byrd hit a bases-loaded 
double that brought in three runs, giving the 
Owls a 3-0 lead in the first inning that they 
would not relinquish.

On Saturday, March 8, the Owls hosted a 
doubleheader against Old Dominion. Both 
teams had low-scoring offensive attacks, as 
Rice won the first game 3-2 in 17 innings. 
Sophomore pitcher Blake Fox pitched 7.1 in-
nings and gave up two earned runs. After 
Fox left the game, junior Trevor Teykl, ju-
nior Matt Ditman, freshman Jon Duplantier, 
sophomore Ryan McCarthy and sophomore 
Austin Orewiler pitched 9.2 shutout innings.

Rice’s lone two runs in regulation came 
in the fourth inning when senior left fielder 
Michael Aquino recorded an RBI on a dou-
ble, while junior catcher John Clay Reeves 
brought in the second run on a sacrifice fly. 

by Evan Neustater
Sports Editor

The Rice University women’s basketball 
team played its last two regular season games 
this past week against the University of Texas, 
El Paso and the University of Alabama, Bir-
mingham before losing to Florida International 
University in the first round of the Conference 
USA tournament on March 10.

The Owls hosted senior day against UTEP 
on March 1. The team specifically recognized 
forward Jessica Kuster, the only senior on the 
squad, for her many accomplishments and 
contributions to the team. Kuster holds the 
school record for most points, rebounds, free 
throws and field goals made at Rice. 

In Kuster’s final home game of her career, 
the Owls lost to UTEP 72-57. The Owls led by 
six points early in the first half, but the lead 
slipped away as halftime approached. Junior 
forward Christal Porter recorded a career-high 
20 points in the contest and grabbed 15 re-
bounds, while Kuster finished the game with 
seven points.

Baseball wins first conference series

Courtesy John sullivan/riCe sports information
Junior Skyler Ewing stretches to record an out from first base. Rice University baseball 
opened their conference play on Friday, March 7 against Old Dominion University. The team 
defeated the Monarchs in the first match and gained another victory in the series on March 8. 

Courtesy C-usa media relations
The Rice women’s swimming team captured their second consecutive conference championship in Atlanta, Ga. last weekend. Junior Casey Clark (bottom middle) was named C-USA Swimmer of the Meet.

Women’s b-ball 
loses in C-USA 

tournament

0see Baseball, page 10 0see Basketball, page 11
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by Evan Neustater
Sports Editor

The Rice University women’s tennis team 
continues to have a season with mixed results. 
Last weekend, the team beat New Mexico State 
University 5-2, then lost to Tulsa University 4-1. 
The Owls bounced back from the loss with a 
7-0 shutout victory over Texas State University, 
leading to the current overall record of 7-5. This 
weekend, Rice will have a chance to improve that 
record further, and perhaps build up a winning 
streak, in New Orleans, La., where the Owls will 
play Georgia State University on Saturday, March 
15 and Tulane University on Sunday, March 16.

Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt said she was 
pleased with Rice’s performance against Texas 
State, especially given the disappointment over 
the Tulsa loss. 

“I was happy [with] the way we came out 
and played today,” Schmidt said. “It seems like 
a long time since our last match. Part of that 

was the disappointment we felt after the Tulsa 
match; we didn’t play our best tennis that day. 
We have been wanting to get back out there. On 
top of that, with spring break, we’ve had a little 
more downtime than usual.”

Schmidt also said the team has been exem-
plary in doubles matches, which it has been 
striving for in practice.

“We controlled the doubles from start to fin-
ish,” Schmidt said. “It was nice to see them be 
able to implement some of the things we’ve been 
working on in the match.”

Junior Natalie Beazant said the close losses 
this season are due to the steep competition the 
team has been facing in order to improve their 
play and rank. 

“I think that we have had a solid schedule 
this year, something that we need if we want to 
become even more of a threat nationally,” Bea-
zant said. “This has meant that we have had 
some close, tough matches. It’s just a matter of 
us converting those matches, something I am 

confident we will start doing in the second half 
of the season.”

Beazant also said she thinks Georgia State 
will present the team with new competition. 

“We’re excited to go to [New Orleans] this 
weekend to play Georgia State,” said Beazant. “I 
don’t think we have played them before, so it will 
be good to see some more competition.”

Beazant said the recent success against 
Texas State will aid the team’s confidence 
this weekend.

“The win over Texas State was a good match 
for everyone,” Beazant said. “Everyone on the 
team got a win, so that was really good prepara-
tion going into this weekend.” 

Schmidt said she likes the way Rice played 
with intensity and consistency against Texas 
State, and she hopes the team can continue to 
play at a high level. 

“We really took it to them today, from start to 
finish,” Schmidt said. “That’s something I’d like 
to see us continue to do moving forward.”

by Luke Samora
Thresher staff

During spring break, the Rice University 
men’s tennis team ventured to La Jolla, Calif. to 
participate in the Pacific Coast Men’s Doubles 
Championship. The tournament lasted from 
Feb. 28 to March 3 and allowed players to en-
ter alongside coaches. Assistant Coach Bo-
jan Szumanski entered the tournament with 
sophomore Gustavo Gonzalez. Szumanski and 
Gonzalez won the tournament, defeating soph-
omore Mads Engsted and freshman Fillip Ber-
gevi of the University of California, Berkeley’s 
men’s team. 

The team played in a total of three match-
es over spring break. In the first two matches, 
the team lost against St. John’s University 
4-3, and the University of San Diego 6-1. Later 
in the week, the team defeated San Diego 
State University 4-3. The Owls are sched-
uled to play a doubleheader this weekend in 
Beaumont, Texas, where they will square off 
against Lamar University and the University 
of Texas, Pan American.

Freshman Zach Yablon said the excite-
ment of the tournament carried over into 
the start of the next matches, but that they 
could not achieve the same success against 
St. John’s or USD.

“Having one of our own doubles teams win 
the whole tournament really put us in a good 
place going into the St. John’s match,” Yablon 
said. “We just could not keep that hot streak go-
ing into the next matches.”

According to Yablon, beating SDSU’s men’s 
team, which is currently ranked No. 69 in the 
nation, was key in restoring the team’s morale. 

“Winning against a ranked team like SDSU 
really ended the weekend on a good note af-
ter such disappointing losses to USD and St. 
John’s,” Yablon said. “It really set us up with a 
positive outlook that we can look to when we 
face Lamar and Texas, Pan American.”

Sophomore Adam Gustafsson and fresh-
man Max Andrews sealed the doubles point 
for the Owls, and sophomores Gustavo Gon-
zalez and Tommy Bennet went on to win their 
singles matches.

Coach Ustundag agreed with Yablon’s point 
concerning the team’s growing confidence. Us-
tundag said the victory against SDSU allowed 
the team to rally around each other and recu-
perate morale.

“It just felt good to get that moment of re-
lief after two tough losses,” Ustundag said. “I 
was just happy that the team could find some-
thing to gather around and renew their confi-
dence in this season.”

After Old Dominion tied the game at 2-2 in 
the eighth inning, the game remained tied un-
til the bottom of the 17th inning when junior 
first baseman Skyler Ewing broke the dead-
lock with a game-winning single to left field 
that brought home senior second baseman 
Ford Stainback to give the Owls the victory. 
The game started at 10 a.m. but didn’t end un-
til 2:53 p.m., making it the longest game thus 
far in the Owls’ short season.

The second game of the doubleheader end-
ed in 10 innings with Rice suffering a 2-1 defeat. 
Sophomore pitcher Kevin McCanna pitched 9.1 
innings but recorded a loss by allowing two 
earned runs. The Owls’ lone run came early in 
the first inning when Aquino singled to right 
field to bring home Byrd. Rice was held score-
less for the remainder of the game.

With the series win, the Owls are now 10-6 
for the season and 2-1 in Conference USA play. 
The Owls will play Texas A&M University, Cor-
pus Christi at home on Wednesday, March 12, 
before traveling to play a three-game series this 
upcoming weekend at Florida International 
University, a C-USA newcomer this season. 

Courtesy ChuCk Pool/riCe sPorts information
Freshman Alison Ho hits a slice backhand during match play. The RIce University women’s tennis team has an overall record of  7-5. 

Women’s tennis goes 2-1 over weekend
Men’s tennis 

secures win in 
San Diego
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I was just happy that the 
team could find something 
to gather around.

Coach Ustundag
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Kuster said she received tremendous support 
on senior day and it was a great moment for her 
family. 

“The reception I received from the fans that 
afternoon was amazing, and I’m so glad that my 
family was able to be there to experience it with 
me,” Kuster said. “As for our last regular season 
game, it always feels good to get a quality road 
win, and it was especially beneficial to help get 
us some momentum heading into the confer-
ence tournament.”

On Wednesday, March 5, Rice came out on 
top with a 61-51 victory against UAB to close out 
the 2013-14 regular season. In her final regular 
season game, Jessica Kuster recorded 28 points 
and grabbed 14 rebounds while securing the 
66th double-double of her career. Upon grab-
bing her tenth rebound, Kuster moved into sole 
possession of the conference record for most 
double-doubles in a career. Freshman point 
guard Maya Hawkins scored 18 points, making 
four three-pointers, while Porter added 12 points 
and 11 rebounds for the Owls. 

Head Coach Greg Williams said he believes 

Christal Porter is hitting her stride at the perfect 
time. 

“[Porter] has had back-to-back double-dou-
bles, and we have been searching all year long 
for that second scorer,” Williams said. “She has 
really stepped up to be the player we expected 
her to be.” 

Williams said the final game of the year 
against UAB was one of the best games he has 
coached at Rice. 

“I am so proud of our team for the perfor-
mance [it] gave against UAB on the road,” Wil-
liams said. “[We] played tremendous defense 
and kept them way below their average of 70 
points [per] game.”

The Owls went into the Conference USA tour-
nament as the No. 12 seed and played FIU, who 
was the No. 13 seed. Rice could not stop the hot-
shooting Panthers, losing 85-65. FIU shot 53 per-
cent from the field, including 60 percent in the 
second half, which led to 48 points. In her final 
game, Kuster secured the 67th double-double of 
her career with 26 points and 11 rebounds. Junior 
guard Nakachi Maduka provided a spark off the 
bench with 11 points and four rebounds as she 
was the only other Owl in double figures. Rice 
ended the season at 13-17 and 6-11 in conference 
play.

0BASKETBALL
 from page 9

Rice Rowing Club members Kevin Chen and Timothy 
Threatt celebrate their race at the Heart of Texas Regatta 
in Austin, Texas.

Deep in the 
Heart of Texas

Courtesy Alex reis

by Evan Neustater
Sports Editor

The Rice University men’s basketball team 
finished its season on Tuesday, March 11, los-
ing to the University of North Texas 63-62 in 
the first round of the Conference USA tourna-
ment. The game, which took place in El Paso, 
Texas, marked the final game of the season for 
the Owls, as they completed the 2013-14 cam-
paign with a record of 7-23. Rice finished the 
season with an eight-game losing streak, cul-
minating in Tuesday afternoon’s loss.

The Owls started the game strong and took 
a 30-21 advantage heading into halftime. De-
spite the first-half lead, Rice faltered in the 
second half when they were outscored 35-
26. Tied 56-56 with seconds left on the game 
clock, sophomore guard Keith Washington 
put up a shot at the buzzer that did not fall 
through, sending the game to overtime.

The Owls, who had previously been 1-1 in 
overtime games this year, started the extra 
period off strong and led for most of the ex-
tra five minutes. With eleven seconds on the 
clock, Rice held a 62-61 advantage until UNT 
junior guard Chris Jones knocked down two 
free throws, which turned out to be the game-
winning baskets for the Mean Green. Down 
one with just seconds left, freshman guard 
Marcus Jackson put up a buzzer-beater that 
would have won the game, but it rimmed out 
at the last second.

Free throw shooting plagued the Owls all 
night, as they shot just 46.7 percent on 14-30 
free throw attempts. UNT, conversely, shot 
87.5 percent on such shots, going 21-24 from 
the line. Rice ended the game by missing four 
consecutive free throws in the final minutes of 
overtime, which could have secured the vic-
tory.

Head Coach Ben Braun said missing those 
free throws was one of the main reasons Rice 
lost the game.

“It’s just unfortunate that we [could not] 
knock down those free throws,” Braun said. 
“We really outplayed [UNT]. They were foul-
ing us, and we just weren’t converting.”

The Owls’ scoring attack was led by senior 
guard Austin Ramljak, who finished his Rice 
career with 17 points on 5-of-11 three point 
shooting. Ramljak went 2-6 from the free 
throw line, however, including missing two 
straight attempts with 24 seconds left in over-
time. Freshman forward Sean Obi also added 
12 points and nine rebounds to end his fresh-
man campaign, which included a spot on the 
C-USA all-freshman team in recognition of his 
play this season.

Braun also said he is optimistic about the 
future of Rice basketball, especially with so 
many young players like Obi coming back.

“I’m encouraged by what our young guys 
have done,” Braun said. “Obi made the all-
freshman team and I’m excited for him. It’s 
exciting for Rice to have a standout player 
coming back next year.”

Braun said it is important for the team to 
remain focused in the offseason, because the 
team needs to mature before they can win in 
close-game situations.

“We’re going to be back [and] we’re go-
ing to be in this situation again,” Braun said. 
“We’ve got to secure those opportunities. 
That’s the sign of a veteran team.” 

Men’s basketball season ends

I’m encouraged by what our 
young guys have done, Obi 
made the all-freshman team 
and I’m excited for him. It’s 
exciting for Rice to have a 
standout player coming back 
next year.
 Coach Braun
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Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training 
is paid, and we pay for travel. Email your 
resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

Varsity Tutors has many students seek-
ing smart tutors for math, science, lan-
guages, all other subjects and test prep. 
Competitive pay and make your own 
schedule. Only only applications will be 
considered.

Please apply at: http://www.varsitytutors.
com/houston-tutoring-jobs

Tutors needed immediately! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for Middle & High School 
Math, Natural & Social Science, Foreign 
Language, and Humanities. Reliable trans-
portation required. Pay $25-40/hr based 
on experience. Contact 832-428-8330 and 
email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com

Peer2utor is hiring online tutors for 
Texas State Test and AP tests! Flexible 
hours. Minimum $15/hr. No transporta-
tion required. No minimum time commit-

ment. Go topeer2utor.com or emailinfo@
pee2utor.com

Looking for afternoon help in West 
U. 3:30-6:30. 3-4 days a week M-F. Du-
ties: pick up 2 kids from school, snacks, 
homework, drive to sports practice. 919-
824-5491

HIring Household assistant Duties 
include:  assisting house manager with 
errands and administrative support; 
part-time babysitting as needed for three 
children (ages 6, 4 and 3).  Occasional 
help with children’s homework and 

projects.  Flexible schedule.  Part-time 
or full-time.  Occasional weekend work. 
Qualifications: 3rd or 4th year college 
student or recent college graduate.  Prior 
babysitting experience. Compensation: 
$20/hr. Interested persons should submit 
a resume and indication of interest to Jo 
Lynn Hendricks at jo@arnoldfam.net

Tutor needed for Kinkaid high school 
freshman in Algebra, English and Honors 
Biology. Please contact Holly at Littlela-
woffice@yahoo.com.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
12 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

classifieds@rice.edu

Ravi Sheth for President?
1. He’s from Martel.
2. He won the Goldwater Scholarship. Barry “Mr. Con-

servative” Goldwater was an outspoken critic of the 
New Deal, and in 1964, he ran against Lyndon B. 
Johnson for president of the United States of Ameri-
ca, in which he suffered a landslide defeat. Also, he 
opposed the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Therefore, Ravi 
is a racist.

3. He has been known to associate with terrorists from 
the mysterious FYP cell.

4. He’s been juicing since last summer.
5. Danny Connolly, a source close to Sheth, reports that 

he often has bad breath in the morning.
6. Ravi has repeatedly committed Banks fraud.
7. The only thing Ravi “fixed” was the election. 
8. He deals arms.
9. He’s from Martel. Never trust a Student Association 

president from Martel. Selim Sheikh, another Martel 
SA president from 2010-11, made the following con-
tributions to Rice: removed a sandwich store that 
sold large $5.00 sandwiches, removed a Smoothie 
King and replaced both with an overpriced conve-

nience store with Lunchables (not even the pizza 
kind).

10. His research interests include 3D bioprint-
ing, and he will likely use his presidency to 
found Skynet.

10 Reasons Ravi Will FailPrez Statz
Height: 5’ 6”
Weight: 125 lbs
From: The Nasty Nati
Age: Under
Hot Sisters: 1
Best Friend: His Microbiome
Fun Fact: Ravi has no time for fun.

The Backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. 
For any comments or questions, contact ajw3@rice.edu or purple@rice.edu.
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