
Blue, gray,
in the skyAway we go

The women’s tennis team 
looks forward to the Blue 
Gray Classic.

VADA fellowship winners 
showcase their work in the 
Pitman Exhibition.

Heidi Kahle argues that all students 
should consider studying abroad 
during their time at Rice.
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General Election voting system causes confusion
by ThResheR edItoRIal 

staFF

Despite initial confusion over 
how to interpret the results of the 
Student Association’s general elec-
tions, Trent Navran undoubtedly 
won the SA presidential election, SA 
Secretary Nathan Andrus said.

“Trent won by a sizable margin 
[with any interpretation of prefer-
ential voting methods],” Andrus, a 
Hanszen College junior, said. “He 
just did not get enough first-prefer-
ence votes right off the bat to have a 
majority, but any preferential voting 
method would have resulted in Trent 
winning.”

Gage Wright, who was serving 
in place of the SA parliamentarian 
on the Election Committee, said the 
committee decided to recalculate 
the results of the election after some 

uncertainty about the output from 
Owlection, the software used for the 
elections.

“When we looked at the num-
bers, it appeared as if [Owlection] 
was only counting first-preference 

votes and that it was not running 
a preferential voting algorithm,” 
Wright, a Duncan College senior, 
said. “It would have been OK if Trent 
had gotten [greater than 50 percent] 
of the votes, but he didn’t.”

Wright said he felt confident with 
the results after the committee recal-
culated them both by hand and with 
a computer script and arrived at the 
same conclusion.

Waseem Ahmad, developer of 
Owlection, said his system correctly 
analyzed the ballots for a preferen-
tial election, in which voters rank 
candidates in the order they would 
prefer them. If, by looking only 
at first preferences, no candidate 
has over half of the votes cast, the 
candidate with the fewest votes is 
eliminated and ballots with that 
candidate as first preference are 

by ANIta Alem
ThResheR StaFF

Baker College Kitchen is consid-
ering limiting non-Baker students 
from accessing the servery at peak 
lunch hours, according to Dean of 
Undergraduates John Hutchinson.

“Talks are in the works, but I 
think it is extremely likely to hap-
pen,” Hutchinson said. “The pro-
posal I was given is that we would 
implement [the changes] after spring 
break.”

Hutchinson said the popularity 
of the Baker Kitchen is preventing 
Baker’s community from bonding. 

“[Baker students’] ability to use 
the mealtime to gather together as 
groups, to have faculty and stu-
dents from Baker interact together 
over the meal hours has been very 
significantly negatively impacted,” 
Hutchinson said. “[The Baker Col-
lege masters] essentially can’t find 
the Baker students to sit with during 
the meal hours to play the role the 
masters are supposed to play. They 
feel cut off from their own students 
because of the traffic from non-Bak-
er students during the lunch hour.”

Ana Alicia Lopez, the summer 
conference manager for Housing 
and Dining, was part of a team that 
analyzed survey data from serveries.

“We found … that 70 percent 
of students who took the survey at 
Baker cited either convenience and 
location as the reason for eating at 
Baker,” Lopez said. “We found simi-
lar statistics about location and con-
venience at West. We also found that 
more class and organization meet-
ings are being held at Baker than at 
any other serveries, with 10 percent 
compared to 6 percent overall. 

Manager of Communications for 
Facilities Engineering and Planning 
Susann Glenn and Associate Vice 
President for Housing and Dining 
Mark Ditman said the high volume 
of students at Baker and West can 
be attributed to traffic from the 
Academic Quad, such as Fondren 
Library, and the Engineering Quad, 
respectively.

Baker College Masters Ivo-Jan 
and Rose van der Werff said they find 
mealtimes to be the best chance they 
have to meet with students and are 
already at a disadvantage compared 
to other colleges because their serv-
ery is only open 4 ½ days a week. 

First Valid Preference 
Results (write-ins removed)

First Preference Results 
Including Write-Ins

% Votes for Write-In Candidates

% Votes for Min Ji Kim

% Votes for Trent Navran

Baseball Head Coach Wayne Graham got his 1,000th Division I win Tuesday, Feb. 18 against Texas State. The 
Owls won 4-3 in the 11th inning. Graham, who has coached at Rice since 1992, has won 18 straight regular sea-
son or conference tournament championships. In 38 years as a coach, he has never had a losing season.

1,000 wins for 
Coach Graham

kai sheng/thresher

Petition contests General Election outcome
by YasNa Haghdoost

News EdItoR

A petition has been submitted con-
testing the results of the Student Asso-
ciation’s general election, according to 
a letter sent to University Court Chair 
Evan Austin.

The petition, spearheaded by Lovett 
College Senator Christian Neal and 
Jones College Senator Clinton Will-

banks, claims the SA Election Commit-
tee committed a series of violations, 
according to an email sent to UCourt by 
Neal and Willbanks. 

“It’s a petition to have the entire 
election redone,” Neal, a senior, said. 

The petition acquired 53 signatures, 
primarily from Lovett College students, 
which is more than the 50 signatures 
necessary to move forward. It outlines 
four specific alleged violations: the 

ability of individuals with ineligible 
NetIDs to cast a ballot, the exclusion 
of Martel College senior Denis Leahy 
from the ballot, alleged closed-door 
meetings of the Election Committee to 
discuss voting issues and the collabora-
tion between the SA Executive Commit-
tee and the SA Election Committee in 
discussing the vote-counting methods 
and the security breach that occurred 
in voting.

According to an email sent to the 
SA mailing list by SA Secretary Nathan 
Andrus named “Regarding Allegations 
of Alumni Voting in General Elections,” 
anyone with an active NetID, including 
alumni, was able to vote in the election.

The petition states that alumnus 
Joey Yang (Lovett ’12) claimed via a 
Facebook post on Feb. 16 that he had 
voted in the election. 

It’s really frustrating 
to walk into your own 
commons and have 
nowhere to sit with 
people from Baker. 

Kaitlin Barnes
Baker ’14

0see baker, page 2

0see petition, page 3

0see election, page 2
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SA General Election Results
■■■ Rice Environmental Society’s Proposed 
New Blanket Tax: Failed (received 
59.84% of vote)

■■■ Rice Catalyst’s Proposed New Blank 
Tax — No Sunset Clause: Failed (re-
ceived 41.61% of vote)

■■■ Rice Catalyst’s Proposed New Blanket 
Tax — With Sunset Clause: Failed (re-
ceived 59.22% of vote)

■■■ Honor Council’s Proposed Constitu-
tional Amendment: Passed (received 
78.27% of vote)

■■■ Ratification of the SA Constitution: 
Pending (received 82.7% of vote but 
received exactly 20% turnout, pending 
investigation into alumni voting)

■■■ SA President: Trent Navran (received 
55.53% of vote)

■■■ SA External Vice President: Amritha 
Kanakamedala (received 94.79% of 
vote)

■■■ SA Internal Vice President: Special 
election to be held

■■■ SA Secretary: Olivia Hsia (received 
95.92% of vote)

■■■ SA Treasurer: Joan Liu (received 
96.22% of vote)

■■■ RPC President: Aisha Jeeva (received 
96.15% of vote)

* SA President only contested position

“Finding a seat in the commons is difficult 
for Bakerites, Baker RAs and our Associates, and 
many of our students are taking their food back to 
their rooms,” the van der Werffs said. “We hope 
that the Rice community understands our issues 
at Baker. Though we are saddened to have to take 
this measure, we are asking for just a window of 
time for our college to function as it should.” 

Baker College senior Kaitlin Barnes said she 
has faced difficulties with the high volumes of 
non-Bakerites.

“Our servery isn’t like West or East — our fa-
cilities and kitchen staff literally don’t have the 
capacity to serve much more than the number of 
Bakerites,” Barnes said. “Besides the long lines, 
it’s really frustrating to walk into your own com-
mons and have nowhere to sit with people from 
Baker. We’re starting to lose our strong commons 
culture, which is really sad.”

Hutchinson said the issues at Baker Kitchen 
can be attributed to three factors. First, the servery 
only has facilities to serve a single college popula-
tion, so the high volume of students overwhelms 
the commons. Second, Baker College’s location 
is convenient for many students, but Hutchinson 
said these students could easily walk to Seibel or 
South serveries. Third, Hutchinson said students 
believe Baker serves better food than other server-
ies, a difference he believes is imagined.

Lucia said students who took into consider-
ation health or dietary concerns were the highest 
at Baker, at 34 percent, which may be attributed 
to inaccurate perceptions.

Director of Residential Dining Johnny Curet 
said Seibel has a variety of vegetarian options, 
which were specifically added last year to help al-
leviate the influx of vegetarians at Baker.

“We’re springing out [farmer’s market op-
tions] to every servery now,” Curet said. “I actu-
ally have to stop from giggling when I hear that 
Baker has healthier [food] with more variety. The 
line is so small [at Baker], they can only put out so 
much variety.”

According to Hutchinson, the van der Werffs 
and Baker President Adrian Yao partnered with 
Housing and Dining to detect and address the 
influx of students at their servery. Data collected 
by H&D indicates that Baker Kitchen is currently 

serving many more students than it has capacity 
for as a single-college servery.

McMurtry College freshman Yiran Isabella 
Yang said she eats at Baker for lunch and dinner 
occasionally.

“I don’t think this is a reasonable act.” Yang 
said. “Each [servery] gets money based on how 
many people it serves, so the more people come, 
the more they can do with the money assigned. 
Limiting access might cause waste of food.

Hutchinson said these limitations are not un-
precedented and that when South Servery first 
opened, there was a high influx of non-Hanszen 
students into the Hanszen Commons, which led 
the administration to implement a policy of cer-
tain Hanszen-only days for meals. 

According to Hutchinson, the Baker admin-
istration is considering opening the servery to 
non-Baker students at 12:15 p.m. so that Baker 
students have had the time to go through the serv-
ery and settle into their O-Week groups or meet 
with their faculty associates. Students from other 
colleges would still be able to eat lunch at Baker.

Martel College freshman Megan Lewis said 
the influx of non-Baker students to Baker Kitchen 
should lead the administration to look further 
into why students flock to Baker for meals.

“If we looked into why Baker has so much 
meal traffic, I think it has the potential to improve 
student life as a whole,” Lewis said. “Some peo-
ple argue that Baker has better food, but I think a 
lot of it has to do with the diversity of their weekly 
menu and the convenience of their location.”

According to Ditman, enforcement of the limi-
tations will be largely based on self-compliance. 

“If the undergraduate team supports this, and 
people do not comply with it, then it becomes a 
student judicial [issue],” Ditman said. “As the 
cards run, you can determine who was there 
based on card swipes. But ultimately, if people 
respect the 12:15 [timing], it should not even be an 
issue.”

“I think all Rice students value the college 
system and value the sense of community that 
comes out of that,” Hutchinson said. “For de-
cades, we’ve understood that a significant rein-
forcing part of the community is the mealtime. 
So I’m hoping that all Rice students are going to 
recognize and respect this, [as well as] respect the 
needs of Baker students, college and community. 
It places a priority on the value of the college sys-
tem, which all the students should benefit from.”

0baker
 from page 1

redistributed to the remaining candidates 
based on the next-highest preference. This 
candidate elimination and ballot redistribu-
tion continues until one candidate attains 
over 50 percent of the total votes.

“[Owlection] does not declare a winner 
based on this highest number of first-pref-
erence votes,” Ahmed, a Brown College se-
nior, said. “I don’t have enough knowledge 
of the SA constitution and election practices 
and policies or how they’re supposed to pick 
the winners, [but] my software does support 
preferential voting … and [how it does so] is 
made aware to election administrators and 
described in the interface where people cre-
ate elections.”

Ahmed said there is a fail-safe to ensure 
elections can be interpreted the way the or-
ganizers want.

“Whether [Owlections follows the] same 
rules as the SA [for preferential elections], 
at the end of the day, after elections end, all 

ballot details are given to the election ad-
ministrator to make their own conclusions,” 
Ahmed said. “So it’s not as if my website is 
authoritative and the final decision.”

According to Andrus, the SA constitution 
states write-in candidates who get less than 
2 percent of the total first-preference votes 
are invalid. Thus, Andrus said the committee 
determined the winner by removing invalid 
candidates from a voter’s ballot until a valid 
candidate for first preference was reached. A 
second interpretation of the SA constitution, 
which was not ultimately used, would look 
only at ballots that have a valid candidate 
as their first-preference votes and discard 
all other ballots. Both interpretations would 
have resulted in Navran winning the election.

“The Election Committee was fairly set on 
using the [correct] interpretation,” Andrus 
said. “Neither method excluded write-ins al-
together; they just did not factor invalid can-
didates. [Joke candidate] Denis Leahy would 
have been a valid candidate because he got 
over two percent of the vote, but whether he 
was factored or not … would not have made 
any difference in the outcomes.”

0elections
 from page 1
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Texas gubernatorial candidate Wendy Davis (D) addresses students at Willy’s Pub 
Wednesday, Feb. 12. During the visit, she highlighted her grassroots campaign efforts.

AnAstAsiA BolshAkovA/thresher

NEWS

  The Rice Management Company, a divi-
sion of Rice University that is responsible 
for managing the school’s endowment, 
is in the process of acquiring the Village 
Arcade Shopping Center, located in Rice 
Village, from current owner Weingarten 
Realty Investors, according to company 
president Allison Thacker (Baker ’96). 

“Rice and Weingarten have enjoyed a 
successful partnership since the 1990s, 
when they entered into a joint venture to 
develop the Village Arcade to serve the 
local retail market,” Thacker said. “The 
Village Arcade is part of the endowment 
that funds Rice University’s educational 
mission. The Rice Management Company 
is responsible for this property and con-
siders it to be a long-term core investment 

for the endowment.”
According to a press release from We-

ingarten Realty Investors, Rice held the 
ground lease for the shopping center and 
is exercising their purchase option on the 
lease to end the partnership early.

“WRI received notice from the holder 
of the ground leases at The Village Arcade 
(including the Village Arcade and Phases 
II and III) in Houston, Texas of their in-
tent to exercise their purchase option un-
der the ground lease,” the press release 
states.

According to BJ Almond, the senior 
director of News and Media Relations at 
Rice, the Rice Management Company is 
still working on the details of the buyout, 
which is expected to be finalized this fall.

 IN BRIEF
Rice to purchAse Rice VillAge ArcAde Shopping Center

Wendy Davis visits Willy’s 
Pub for grassroots campaign

by Andrew Ta
News Editor

Texas state senator and gubernatorial 
candidate Wendy Davis visited Willy’s Pub 
Wednesday, Feb. 12 to talk about grassroots 
campaign efforts and interact with students in 
an informal setting, according to event orga-
nizer Anastasia Bolshakov.

“We’ve been trying to bring Wendy [to 
Rice University] since summer,” Bolshakov, a 
Duncan College junior, said. “It’s been on the 
horizon.”

Bolshakov said she and fellow organizer 
Faith Shapiro were fellows with Battleground 
Texas, the organization running the grassroots 
efforts of Davis’ campaign, and through that 
were able to bring Davis to Rice.

“Samuel Kraus is involved with Battle-
ground Texas and said, ‘Hey, Wendy’s going to 
be in Houston on Wednesday. Would you like to 
have her on campus?,’ ” Bolshakov said. “We 
wanted it to be a really informal event, not an-
other campaign stop. It was really about talking 
to students and telling them about grassroots 
organization and giving them a chance to meet 
Wendy. It wasn’t just another campaign event.”

According to Bolshakov, Davis was informal 
and relaxed during the event and even posed 
for numerous selfies with students.

“[The event] began with a talk led by peo-
ple from Battleground Texas about grassroot 
organizing,” Bolshakov said. “Then Wendy 
came out and didn’t really give a speech, but 
thanked everyone for coming out and talked 
a bit about herself and how she cares about 
education, which is a core pillar of her poli-
cies. She stepped down from the stage and 
went around meeting people and taking lots 
of pictures. She was actually interested in what 
people had to say.”

Bolshakov said the turnout succeeded ex-
pectations and that she and Shapiro, a Dun-
can College senior, had to pull the Facebook 
event to avoid overflowing Pub’s capacity.

“The Facebook event started out as a pub-
lic event, and in the first hour, over 150 people 
RSVP’d,” Bolshakov said. “At that point, Faith 

and I were both worried because the Pub capac-
ity is 299. So with more students RSVPing every 
minute, we would’ve been packed like little sar-
dines, so we had to make the event closed. Pub 
was pretty packed, and it proved that Rice isn’t 
apathetic, that students do care.”

Pub Event Manager Elly Hutchinson said 
over 200 students attended and that the event 
brought newcomers to Pub.

“I joked that we were sort of confirming our 
political status by way of the event (if it wasn’t 
already clear), but it really was awesome for 
us,” Hutchinson, a Brown College junior, said. 
“We had people down there that have probably 
never even been in the [Rice Memorial Center] 
basement. It was also superb to get Wendy to 
comment on the coolness of Rice having an un-
dergraduate bar and even more superb that I 
gave her a Pub shirt.”

According to Hutchison, Pub was a good 
setting for the event for a variety of reasons, 
including that the event had been cleared with 
risk management.

“Faith is a Pub bartender veteran and former 
manager,” Hutchinson said. “It kind of made 
sense for her but in hindsight was also probably 
the best scene for this type of event. [The event] 
wasn’t publicized that much, which meant we 
could control capacity. It was in a central loca-
tion and it was a casual atmosphere.”

Attendee Shaan Patel said for the most part, 
he enjoyed listening to Davis.

“The description of the network campaign-
ing idea was poorly presented, although an in-
teresting structure,” Patel, a McMurtry College 
senior, said. “The testimonials after that, how-
ever, were well-spoken and compelling. Ms. 
Davis herself was personable, well-practiced, 
engaging and generally wonderful. Her pink 
blazer was perfect for the casual atmosphere 
and her call to arms, inspiring.”

McMurtry junior Shivani Morrison said she 
appreciated that the event was held at Pub.

“Since it’s a student-run business, it’s a 
symbol of the capability and autonomy of our 
students,” Morrison said. “In that sense, it felt 
like she was speaking to us as equals, which 
was pretty empowering.”

MEETING MINUTES
The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Feb. 17.

■■■ SA President Yoonjin Min said the next Student Senate meeting will include the SA’s Year 
in Review.

■■■ SA Secretary Nathan Andrus said the SA received an email from an alumnus on Sunday 
claiming that alumni were able to access the General Elections ballot. The SA was, how-
ever, able to determine from the list of voters’ NetIDs the number of ineligible voters who 
cast a ballot. Andrus said the SA hopes to avoid rerunning elections that were unaffected. 

■■■ Andrus announced that a challenge to the election results had been filed with the Univer-
sity Court. The SA is awaiting instructions from UCourt as to how to proceed.

■■■ SA Parliamentarian Brian Baran said there is currently no procedure in the constitution 
or bylaws to govern UCourt’s resolution of the challenge. Baran recommended that the 
Senate agree to instruct UCourt to follow the procedures in the proposed new constitu-
tion that has been ratified by the Senate but is awaiting ratification in the election under 
challenge. The Senate voted unanimously to adopt that recommendation.

■■■ Min said the SA currently does not know the timeframe of a new election if UCourt finds 
that all or part of the election needs to be rerun, but said the SA hopes to merge such an 
election, if necessary, with the special election for internal vice president.

■■■ The Senate adjourned to a closed meeting to select the recipient of the Mentor Recogni-
tion Award for the 2013-14 academic year.

The SA will next meet Monday, Feb. 24 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

Correction: The fifth bullet point in last week’s SA Minutes should have read “Par-
liamentarian Brian Baran discussed reducing the mandatory waiting period between 
the deadline for submitting petitions for the second-round election and the opening 
of the polls for the second-round election from 14 days to seven days.” The Thresher 
apologizes for this mistake.

“[Yang] went on to indicate that he had looked 
into the open source code of the election and 
analyzed the errors in it,” the petition states. “Ac-
cording to Yang, the code did not discriminate 
between eligible NetIDs ...and ineligible NetIDs .” 

The General Elections are designed to be open 
solely to undergraduates, Andrus, a Hanszen Col-
lege junior, said.

SA President Yoonjin Min expressed disap-
pointment in the alumni who voted for attempt-
ing to invalidate election results. 

“This is fairly saddening to me, as I would 
have hoped any issues with the election software 
be reported to the Election Committee immedi-
ately, instead of exploited to invalidate election 
results,” Min, a Jones College senior, said.

Min said the election utilized secret ballots, 
which means NetIDs cannot be traced to votes, 
but that the list of voters could be cross-refer-
enced to identify ineligible voters.

“We are not verifying the ineligible votes, but 
rather the ineligible voters,” Min said. “This was 
for us to confirm that non-undergraduates did in 
fact vote in the election and to see the extent of 
the problem.”

But in the petition, Neal and Willbanks claim 
that only if the anonymity of the entire process is 
at jeopardy would the SA be able to identify how 
many voters were ineligible. 

“Since there is no way to verify how many 
ineligible voters participated in the election, we 
should make no assumptions about how many 
or how few ineligible voters participated in the 
election process,” Neal and Willbanks said. “Only 
by invalidating the anonymity of the voters bal-
lot would they be able to determine if a ballot was 
submitted by an alumni, graduate student, fac-
ulty or staff member who possess NetIDs.”

The second claim in the petition addresses 
Leahy’s exclusion from the ballot. 

“Leahy met all qualifications as determined 
by the SA constitution because he was an SA 
member in good academic and judicial standing 
who submitted a petition with the appropriate 
[number] of signatures before the deadline,” the 
petition reads.

The next violation the petition lists deals with 
the Election Committee’s alleged closed meetings 
in which it addressed issues with the NetIDs, dis-
cussed the methods for counting ballots for the 
presidential race and denying Leahy’s candidacy.

According to the petition, SA presidential can-
didate Min Ji Kim received an email from Gage 
Wright, who was serving on the Election Com-
mittee in place of the parliamentarian, named 
“About SA Presidential Election,” which outlined 
the debate in eliminating the votes that put write-
ins as first preference.

“There was some debate on the interpretation 
of the SA constitution as to whether to entirely 
discount ballots with first preference write -ins, 
or if we should promote the rankings until a valid 
candidate … was No. 1,” Wright, a Duncan College 
senior, wrote in the email. 

The petition claims this email indicates closed 

meetings that violate the SA constitution. 
“This discussion was a meeting and action 

of the Elections Committee which was not made 
public through any communication method, 
such as e mail, website posts or social media,” 
Neal and Willbanks said in the petition. 

Min, however, denies the Election Committee 
having held closed meetings. 

“There were students who are not members 
of the Election Committee at the meetings before 
the results were announced,” Min said. “Further-
more, the decisions of the Election Committee 
and their rationale have been made public.”

Finally, the petition contends that Andrus’ 
email revealed collaboration between the SA Ex-
ecutive Committee and the SA Election Commit-
tee regarding the security of the election. 

“The Election Committee is given sole jurisdic-
tion with regards to all matters of university elec-
tions to prevent any conflict of interest, and the 
actions of the parties involved are in conflict with 
the roles defined to both committees within the 
SA constitution,” the petition stated.

But according to Min, the Executive Board was 
initially notified of the security breach, and com-
munication between the Executive Board and the 
Election Committee is constitutional. 

In general, the Executive Board’s responsibili-
ties include appointing members to the elections 
committee and overseeing all parts of the execu-
tive branch, which includes the Election Commit-
tee,” Min said. “Moreover, there is nothing in our 
constitution and bylaws that prohibits communi-
cation between the SA Executive Board and the 
SA Election Committee.”

According to Min, resolving the challenge is 
now the responsibility of UCourt.

“We are currently waiting for UCourt to initi-
ate the official process,” Min said. “At the Student 
Senate today, the voting members ... unanimous-
ly voted to use the new SA constitution to inform 
the UCourt process moving forward.” 

Austin, a Duncan senior, said the procedures 
of new SA constitution are being used since the 
old constitution did not outline any procedure for 
dealing with this issue. 

“As far as I know, there is no procedure what-
soever to deal with this under the old constitution 
of the SA, which is why the SA voted to adopt 
the proposed constitution just for the purpose of 
dealing with this challenge,” Austin said. 

According to Austin, UCourt is conducting an 
investigation and organizing a public hearing to 
review this issue. 

“We’re going to be requesting or sending out 
a call for statements from anyone in the SA who 
wants to testify on behalf of the SA or on behalf 
of the complainants,” Austin said. “In the public 
hearing, there’s also going to be an opportunity 
for any members of the public to testify.” 

After the public hearing, the court will deliber-
ate in a closed session and issue an abstract ex-
plaining its reasoning to be presented at a public 
SA meeting.

“The judicial power of review is vested in the 
University Court to issue a binding decision on 
the validity of this election,” Austin said. 

A date for the public hearing has not been 
decided, although Austin said a date will be set 
within the next few days.

0petition
from page 1
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College president-elects share long-term goals

“I really want to focus on 
getting people involved 
in Jones events, work on 
building a stronger rela-
tionship with H&D and cre-
ate an all-hands-on-deck 
cabinet, where everyone is 
helping out when an event 
is going on. I am looking 
forward to leading everyone 
out on Beer Bike morning to 
another victory!”

“I’m most looking forward 
to having the opportunity to 
influence campuswide and 
college-specific policies as 
Brown’s president. One of 
the best things about this 
university is the high level 
of consideration of student 
input, and I’m looking for-
ward to being an active part 
of that system.”

“My goals are to improve 
the integration within the 
McMurtry community, cre-
ate new traditions that work 
and last and to encourage 
Murts to be more involved 
in campuswide topics and 
issues. I am most looking 
forward to knowing each 
and every single one of my 
McMurtry family.”

“I’d like to use the leftover 
budget we have at the end 
of every year and reallocate 
it more efficiently. I want to 
completely blow our budget 
so that our events can be 
bigger, better and more ef-
fectively advertised. Lastly, 
I want to empower members 
of Martel to do what they 
think is best to improve the 
college.”

“I ran for this position be-
cause I want to give back to 
my college which has made 
my college experience bet-
ter than I could have ever 
hoped. I look forward to 
continuing and enhancing 
the inclusivity and enthusi-
asm that embodies our col-
lege and [being] an anchor 
that my fellow Wiessmen 
can use to improve and bet-
ter Wiess as they desire.”

“I am really hoping to make 
Baker’s resources for stu-
dent initiative more preva-
lent and set a precedent of 
use within Baker so that 
more clever people than me 
can put on great events. I 
am hoping to put on Baker 
events that invite members 
of other colleges to come 
and join in the fun.”

“I want to do more small 
social events around Sid 
to add to our community 
while starting traditions as 
simple as once-a-semester 
subsidized dinners to help 
OC students stay connect-
ed. We are also starting an 
effective alumni network 
this year. On a less glamor-
ous note, our constitution 
is going to receive a lot of 
revision.”

“I want to facilitate the tran-
sition of our new masters, 
Mayra and Jose Onuchic; 
I want to examine the tu-
toring resources available 
to students at Rice; I want 
to enable leaders within 
Lovett to accomplish their 
goals. I am most looking 
forward to being able to be 
a resource to Lovetteers, 
whether or not they are in 
official leadership roles.”

“Firstly, I will ensure a 
smooth transition into 
Hanszen’s new masters, 
Paul and Claudia Brace, 
by communicating bilater-
ally between them and the 
student body. I also would 
like to increase Hanszen in-
volvement in different proj-
ects and activities.”

“[My goals are] increasing our 
intercollegiate interactions 
by beginning an ambassador 
program between the col-
leges; within Duncan, solidi-
fying the bonds between the 
classes, whether it’s academ-
ically or through informal 
meetings and outings; and, 
0n a Rice-wide level, making 
sure there is a seamless con-
nection between Duncan and 
the university-at-large.”

“[My goals include] increas-
ing the involvement of 
freshmen and new students 
in sports and committees, 
improving students’ respect 
for the Will Rice facilities 
and, of course, … Sweeping 
Beer Bike! I am most look-
ing forward to being able 
to bring the needs and con-
cerns of Will Ricers to the 
university as a whole.”

TJ Patel Gabriel Teo Fortino Garcia Reilly Solis Andrew Stout

Meghan Davenport Meg Cornaghie Nick Cornell Leah Cabrera-Marquez Mary Anderson Matt Keene



This past week marks two months of being 
back in the U.S. since I spent this past fall se-
mester in Senegal. Coming back home to Rice 
has been far more difficult than I ever imagined, 
in terms of re-assimilating to the American and 
Rice culture. But I’ve also never been a happier 
person. That’s because studying abroad was, for 
me, a life-altering period of time in which I chal-
lenged myself more than I could have ever imag-
ined, and I have come back with a completely 
new way of examining the world around me. Now 
that I’m back at Rice, I want to make it my mission 
to encourage others to go abroad and understand 
new cultures and new ways of thinking. Studying 
abroad should not be the exception, but the rule.

Studying abroad, for me, was never a question 
of “if” but rather of “where.” I had taken some 
French in high school and at Rice, so it felt natural 
to improve my proficiency in a second language. 
I realized, however, that I did not want to go to 
France and have a regular Western-European 
semester abroad experience. As a sociology ma-
jor and Poverty, Justice and Human Capabilities 
minor, I’m constantly studying underprivileged 
communities and developing nations. Senegal 
fell naturally into place: It’s a former French colo-
ny, a developing country, predominantly Muslim, 
home to around twenty ethnic groups and char-
acterized by a turbulent history of colonization, 
the Atlantic slave trade and finally independence. 
All of these aspects were things I had never lived 
through and experienced in my life. I was giving 
up everything and everyone I knew for a semester 
to live in a place that was completely foreign to me 
in every way possible.

Studying abroad in Senegal was single-hand-
edly the best decision I’ve made as an under-
graduate student at Rice. I learned about the nu-
ances of a new culture, what it means to be part 
of a warm, loud Senegalese family, explored the 
rich arts of another society and learned not just 
French, but some of the local languages as well. 
Being in Senegal was also extremely tough, and 
without my family and close friends around me, 
the challenges were that much more difficult 
to endure and overcome. As a white woman, I 
was constantly harassed: Though I got used to it 
and developed coping mechanisms, I was never 
completely comfortable. I dealt with intense heat 
and a new dress code, without any relief from air 
conditioning. I often couldn’t communicate my 
true feelings to others because of language limi-

tations. I got food poisoning frequently and also 
faced a limited diet, with a lot of starch and meat. 
When I was most overwhelmed and anxious, I 
didn’t have a quiet space to myself at my host fam-
ily’s home where I could have complete solitude. 
Many of these examples are little things we take 
for granted at Rice and in our home communities.

I did not even realize how fortunate I was to 
have my experience until I was back home for 
just a few days and realized all of a sudden that I 
had a deep pit in my stomach: I burned to go back 
to Senegal, take another walk around my host 
family’s neighborhood, take another trip to the 
gorgeous beach, just a 15-minute walk from the 
house, and see all of those people – friends, fam-
ily, neighbors and the regular passersby – who 
made my experience so meaningful. 

Not everyone at Rice has the opportunity to 
go abroad, particularly to a place like Senegal, 
where they can fully immerse themselves into a 
completely foreign living experience. But if some-
one does have the opportunity, I urge he or she 
to take it. I promise that person will regret it if 
he or she lets the opportunity slide by. Though I 
love Rice, a constant critique I have is the lack of 
adventure students have and their comfort and 
complacency with the Rice bubble. I love Rice 
as much as the next person, but my peers will 
not get to understand other cultures and places 
that make the world so beautiful and diverse un-
less they challenge themselves to go beyond the 
bubble. And when other students go abroad and 
come back, it’s important be an ear, listening to 
the challenges and triumphs they share. I prom-
ise they will have so many funny, unbelievable 
stories to tell, with so much to offer to the Rice 
community.

Go abroad, and make it a defining life expe-
rience. I encourage students to push their peers 
to go abroad and expand their horizons as well: 
It will re-define the way they continue with their 
life.

Heidi Kahle is a Will 
Rice College junior
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What did you REALLY 
do for Valentine’s Day?

“Early dinner and House of Cards 
— we don’t joke around.”
– Copy Department (yes, all of them)

“Ticket to Ride ;)”
– Dante Zakhidov, Photo Editor

“I wrote a SOCI paper … in bed.”
– Sarah Nyquist, Sports Designer

“We off-roaded, ate Mexican 
food, got harassed by anonymous 
callers that forced us to leave the 
hotel, [this continues for several 
minutes]. That actually sounds 
pretty exciting.”
– Kaylen Strench and Sophie   
    Newman, A&E Editors

“I started building a Candyland for 
Beer Bike with another man.”
– Alex Weinheimer, Backpage Editor

“More grape juice than expected.”
– Yasna Haghdoost, News Editor 

“We did Valentine’s Day dinner 
on Saturday, and I ended up 
with a burned boob. That is all.”
– Rachel Marcus, Editor in Chief

“I went grocery shopping.”
– Reed Thornburg, Backpage Editor

“I went to see my sister and we 
learned to knit. Cat ladies in the 
making.”
– Brooke Bullock, Senior Editor

“I watched a shitty Netflix movie 
with my bro and was in bed by 
12:15 a.m. I also watched figure 
skating.”
– Miles Kruppa, News Designer

“Went to the movies only to 
discover that all the lovebirds sold 
out The Lego Movie. Should have 
predicted that.”
– Mitch Mackowiak, Opinions Editor

“Pillow girlfriend left me for couch 
boyfriend.”
– Dan Elledge, Sports Editor

Ask the stAff
Students should invest 

more in the SA 
The Thresher staff is disappointed 

in both the voter turnout and the lack 
of seriousness displayed by some vot-
ers during the SA elections. Though 
other commitments to clubs, sports and 
residential colleges might prevent many 
students from being involved in the SA, 
students should at least be informed of 
the SA’s actions, especially during the 
SA elections. Students should be aware 
of changes on campus that likely affect 
their life at Rice. 

We were worried by the number of 
students who put joke write-ins for their 
first choice in some positions like SA 
president. Elections for student govern-
ment should be taken seriously, and the 
amount of humorous or offensive write-
ins is reflective of the general student 
opinion of the SA. We hope this attitude 
will change, as the student government 
is an important and influential organiza-
tion. In the future, we hope students will 
put as much effort into researching SA 
candidates as they did formulating witty 
write-ins for the ballot this year.

 Baker lunch policy 
ignoring a larger problem

The Thresher staff hopes students 
will be respectful of Baker’s new lunch 
policy, which prevents non-Bakerites 
from entering the Baker College Kitch-
en at lunchtime until 12:15 p.m. (see 
story, p. 1). The heavy non-Bakerite 
traffic to Baker’s servery and commons 
intrudes upon the college’s social en-
vironment and culture. Compared to 
the commons of other colleges, Bak-
er’s small commons exacerbates that 
problem, and the limited table space 
often prohibits multiple groups of 
Bakerites from eating together. Lunch 
is the most problematic mealtime, as 
many students might just want to grab 
a quick meal between classes. Allow-
ing Bakerites ample time to occupy 
their own commons during lunch will 
nicely remedy this issue.

However, selectively restricting the 
Baker servery to Bakerites does not ad-
dress the fact that many students think 
Baker food is better than food in their 
own college’s serveries. Many students 
prefer the food of the Baker Kitchen 
over their own servery enough to 
commute to Baker, including those at 
north colleges. Serveries should adopt 
Baker Kitchen’s serving model in terms 
of ingredient quality and food prepa-
ration to diffuse the Baker bottleneck. 
The administration should determine 
why students so frequently prefer 
Baker Kitchen’s food and use that in-
formation to adjust other serveries to 
student preferences.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

Study abroad offers life-changing experience

“Is this what you want, Rice?”
Note: Optimus Prime was written in at least three times on the SA Presidential ballot.
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arts

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world of 
Houston.

Dr. DOG
Indie-rock fans, you’re in for a treat.  
Critically adored band Dr. Dog will 
be coming to Warehouse Live Feb. 20. 
The band is known for its emphasis 
on raw, powerful live performances 
inspired by classic rock bands like 
the Velvet Underground. Tickets are 
$20, and the concert starts at 8 p.m.

Warehouse Live
813 Saint Emanuel St.
warehouselive.com

DrEam 
WOrKSHOp

Have you ever wanted to truly 
understand your dreams? Psycho-
therapist Anne Strain will help 
you out with that Feb. 22 from 10-12 
a.m. Tickets are $40 for Jung Center 
members, $45 for nonmembers.

Jung Center of Houston
5200 Montrose Blvd.

junghouston.org

aLaDDiN
The Houston Ballet presents the 
North American debut of Aladdin, 
which will premiere Thursday, Feb. 
20 at 7:30 p.m. It is the first work by 
David Bintley, a celebrated English 
choreographer, to enter the Houston 
Ballet’s repertoire. Tickets start at $19. 

Wortham Theater Center — 
Brown Theater
500 Texas Ave. 

houstonballet.org

amEriCaNa
Connect to the roots of the American 
West at “Ranch Gates of the South-
west: Manifestations of Individual-
ism.” The show will highlight the 
cultural significance of different 
types of ranch gates. The exhibition 
will open Feb. 20. Admission is free. 

Museum of Printing History
1324 West Clay St. 

printingmuseum.org

Pitman exhibit showcases student work

Julia Liu
For the Thresher

The Actors from the London 
Stage is a prestigious touring 
company of Shakespearean ac-
tors from London who frequent 
university campuses around the 
United States. This time around, 

the group is prepared to impress 
with its take on the Shakespear-
ean comedy “As You Like It.” The 
play, one of Shakespeare’s more 
controversial works, chronicles 
the young Rosalind’s escape 
from persecution by her own 
uncle. This group’s interpreta-
tion has the five-member cast 

filling all the roles in the play. 
Their vibrant energy encourages 
participation and is a memo-
rable experience for audiences. 
The show will take place Feb. 21-
23 at 7:30 p.m. in Hamman Hall. 
Check out an interview with 
one of the actresses, Joannah  
Tincey, below.

So I understand that the 
company has been to Rice be-
fore, when it performed Twelfth 
Night. How do casting decisions 
and the decision about the 
choice of play come about?

Yes, we have been to Rice be-
fore; in fact, at least two of the 

NaNcy cheNg/Thresher

Above are pieces from the 2014 Mavis C. Pitman Exhibition, “groundwork.” Rice art students compete every year for funds to create works to showcase in the 
Rice Media Center. This year’s winners are Duncan College senior Jessica Fuquay, Duncan College junior Lydia Smith and Will Rice College senior Hye-Jeon Jeon.

Danya Kachkou
For the Thresher

Art is all about perspective and find-
ing a new way of looking at the world 
around us. This year’s Mavis C. Pitman 
Exhibition features three Rice Univer-
sity artists’ perspectives on their chosen 
theme: “groundwork.” From the display 
of bananas to colorful banners to egg-
shells, this gallery exhibit is thought-
provoking and pushes viewers to look 
at common themes in a fresh way.

Each year, the Department of Visual 
and Dramatic Arts awards three visual 
arts or studio track majors with a cash 
grant to put toward the construction of 
an original body of work to display in 
the Pitman Exhibition. This exhibit is 
currently on display in the Department 
of Visual and Dramatic Arts gallery in 
the Rice Media Center through Feb. 28. 
Gallery hours are Monday through Fri-
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. This year, the 

Pitman Exhibition features the work of 
Duncan College senior Jessica Fuquay, 
Duncan junior Lydia Smith and Will 
Rice College senior Hye Jeon Jeon. All 
three artists created cohesive bodies 
of work that portrayed their ties to the 
theme of “groundwork.”

Fuquay’s work revolves around the 
ground, particularly growth. Her ex-
hibit, featuring bananas on pedestals 
and video work of banana cultivation, 
focuses on the historical legacy of the 
banana industry in Latin America and 
how banana companies have exploited 
and manipulated the people of the 
countries where they have made their 
fortunes.

Fuquay said the use of such an ordi-
nary object as the core of her work was 
her way of making people think about 
the flaws in modern capitalism and 
their presence in everyday life.

“I think focusing on something so 
small can actually point to larger struc-

tural problems which are prevalent 
in the way global capitalism works,” 
Fuquay said. “[The banana is] much 
more approachable because it’s a com-
mon object that you see everyday, con-
sume everyday.”

Smith’s work consists of colorful 
silk banners strewn across the main 
lobby of the gallery. The term “ground-
work” relates to her incorporation of 
her Czech heritage into her work. Smith 
said her inspiration stems from her stay 
in Prague last year and the hard drive 
malfunction that distorted all of her 
photographs from the experience.

Smith said the familiar scenes 
from her photographs were trans-
formed and became almost unrecog-
nizable, but she came to love them as 
new memories.

“They kind of resemble a new 
place,” Smith said. “So I selected a few 
and decided I wanted to make them 
into organic living objects, like reincar-

nate them in different forms [to] em-
phasize their impermanence.”

Jeon’s eye-catching display includes 
a central piece of shattered egg lanterns 
on the floor, as well as various images 
on the ceiling that Jeon created after 
asking people to suggest artwork they 
themselves were not able to produce. 
Her interactive work, which asks the 
viewer to contemplate the ceiling im-
ages as if they were constellations, fo-
cuses on the theme of organic art and 
the organic development of art, which 
ties her designs to “groundwork.”

Above all else, Jeon said she wanted 
to create a connection between herself 
and the viewer.

“The idea was basically to access 
the images and collect images from 
people because everyone has this idea 
of whatever they want to make, and [I 
wanted] to recreate them using my own 
skills,” Jeon said. “So, it’s in a way, a 
conversation with people.”

Vagina Monologues 
features poignant 

performances

London Stage to perform As You Like It

0see STAGE, page 7

Joshua Kee
For the Thresher

As a Vagina 
Monologues vir-
gin, I was unsure 
of what to expect 

from the perfor-
mance. I have to say, 

I was pleasantly sur-
prised. While the rendition is not 
without its faults, this year’s collec-
tion of Rice students provides a si-
multaneously sincere and humorous 
take on the annual production. 

Monologues, created by Eve En-
sler after she interviewed more than 
200 women, dramatizes individuals’ 
personal experiences with their vagi-
nas. While some of the monologues 
touch on comical topics like “What 
your vagina would wear,” the play 
doesn’t hesitate to confront darker 
topics concerning female sexuality, 
such as rape and abuse. The sensitiv-
ity of topics covered, in addition to 
the wide range of stories, makes the 
Vagina Monologues a difficult play 
to produce. I was impressed by the 
sheer courage that my fellow Rice 
students demonstrated; being a sin-
gle actress, facing an entire audience 
and casually talking about intimate 
vaginal experiences can not be easy. 

The actresses braved these dif-
ficulties admirably, and successfully 
weaved together both humorous and 
serious accounts into an entertain-
ing performance. A solemn account 
of the various tortures that Bosnian 
women suffered in rape camps can 
naturally follow a comic monologue 
concerning tampons and vaginal ex-
ams because each woman devotes 
herself to connecting to both the part 
and the audience. And this is largely 
due to the work of the directors, 
Maddie Camp, a Sid Rich senior, and 
Micaela Canales, a Will Rice College 
sophomore.

In general, the sincere moments 
were done well and feel genuine. 
Yena Han’s (a Duncan freshman) 
joyous discovery of her own woman-
hood and Sarya Alanis’s (A Lovett 
junior) harsh tale of rape can both 
enrapture the audience in the idea 
of innocence and its loss. The humor 
too was well executed. Samantha 
Love’s (a Lovett sophomore) rant 
about her “angry vagina” and Shane 
Alpert’s (a McMurtry senior) humor-
ous account of a man’s intense pas-
sion for vaginas are both funny and 
engaging. 

That being said, the monologues 
fall flat on occasion. Some of this is 
due to poorly picked-up lines during 
the group scenes, which is a shame 
since the group scenes possess 
some of the most potential. At other 
times, the monologues and narration 
seemed rushed, no doubt due both 
to the sensitive nature of the topic 
and some understandable stage 

0see PLAY, page 8
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CelebrateART kicks off 
events with music and art

CelebrateART, a celebration of creativity at Rice, began its events 
last weekend, Feb. 14-15. The festivities included visual art, musi-
cal performances and presentations by other campus organizations. 

Qixuan Huang/THresHer

[current] actors have been to 
Rice. They cast for each play, 
but we’ve all worked for the 
company previously. The com-
pany makes the decisions about 
which tour stops we are going 
to perform at. They will have 
a breakdown of parts and will 
audition actors for that break-
down. So when I auditioned, I 
knew that I was going to play 
Celia, Phebe, Sir Oliver Martext 
and Lord.

What are some benefits of 
having only a five-person cast?

For this sort of work, you 
need to be really clear, accurate 
and playful with the language. I 
think this means that we all get 
to know the play very, very well. 
If you are working in a large 
company and there is a direc-
tor with whom you just rehearse 
the scenes that you are in, you 
don’t usually see the scenes 
you’re not a part of. This way, 
we get a great knowledge of 
the play and how it works as a 
whole; we have a great overview 
of the play.

One actor usually takes on 
multiple roles in a single play. 
How do you deal with costum-
ing and transitions?

Because it’s the five of us sit-
ting in a room, talking about the 
play and how we are going to 
portray the parts, the costumes 
happen organically. There is 
always a costume signifier for 
each character, and these sig-
nifiers usually emerge through 
the rehearsal process. They 
might be particularly suited for 
a character or a particular mo-
ment you want the character to 
emphasize. Sometimes we 

make choices purely out of con-
venience; we try out a bunch of 
different things and see what 
works for which characters. It’s 
a bit of trial and error and a bit 
of working it out together.

The company gives the ac-
tors a lot of flexibility with the 
play, and the plays are usu-
ally performed in a minimal-
istic manner. What are some 
advantages to this method of 
performance?

It makes the language so im-
portant; we have to be super 
clear about what we want to say. 
The language becomes active as 
well because we don’t have lots 
and lots of costuming and we 
don’t have big concepts for set 
design. I think it makes the lan-
guage clearer and more engag-
ing for the audience as well. In 
fact, the audience is so active 
that they’re almost like the sixth 
member of the cast.

The tour stops mainly at uni-
versities. What do you enjoy 
about performing for a younger  
population?

They are a lot more enthusi-
astic and a lot more engaged. 
I don’t know whether that’s 
partly a cultural thing. I’ve only 
performed in America to col-
lege students, so I don’t know 
what it’s like performing to a 
non-college (American) audi-
ence. But something differ-
ent to me between performing 
over here and performing back 
home [in Great Britain] is that 
audiences here tend to be a lot 
less cynical; they’re willing to 
enter into the game straight 
away. And that part’s really 
fun because they’re not just 
sitting there looking at their  
programs.

0STAGE
 from page 6
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 This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser

Three Days to Kill

This French action thriller stars Kevin Costner (Man of Steel) as an aging 
international Secret Service agent who is offered an experimental drug that en-
courages him to accept one last mission. However, while he attempts to track 
down one of the world’s most ruthless terrorists, he simultaneously must learn 
how to reconnect with his estranged daughter (Hailee Steinfeld, True Grit). PG-
13. 100 minutes.

Courtesy relativity media

Morning Phase 
Beck

Returning for his first studio album in nearly six years, prolific alternative–
rocker Beck releases this companion work to his 2002 album Sea Change. Al-
ready receiving enthusiastic critical acclaim for its down-tempo production, the 
album is preceded by the single “Blue Moon” and contains 12 other original 
tracks with a more acoustic, folkier sound than his previous work that is sure to 
both surprise and please fans.

In ThEATErs

ALBUM

Gravity

The visual-effects phenomenon nominated for 10 Academy Awards, including best director 
(Alfonso Curaron) and best picture, and one of the best-reviewed films of the year is released for 
home viewing. The film follows the story of two astronauts, including best actress nominee San-
dra Bullock (The Heat) and Oscar-winner George Clooney (The Descendants), stranded in space 
after the destruction of their spaceship and their attempt to return to Earth. Bonus features 
include a bonus short film, behind-the-scenes documentaries and shot breakdowns. Also in 3-D.

DVD

Courtesy Capitol reCords

Courtesy Warner bros

oxymoron 
Schoolboy Q

The highly anticipated major label debut from acclaimed Compton rapper Schoolboy Q finally 
arrives in stores after several delays and release of promotional singles, including “Man of the 
Year” and “Collard Greens.” Featuring appearances from label-mate Jay Rock and high-profile 
rappers such as Tyler The Creator, 2 Chainz and Raekwon, rap enthusiasts hope that Schoolboy 
Q can build off of his successful mixtapes and independently released albums to capture a share 
of the mainstream success that his cohort Kendrick Lamar was able to obtain in the past year.

Courtesy top daWg

ALBUM

Kinda Sketchy  
draws laughs

Kinda Sketchy performs as part of the CelebrateART 
event on Feb. 14. The performance was themed in hon-
or of Valentine’s Day.

geneva vest/thresher

fright. However, considering that Monologues has 
yet to officially debut, audience members should 
anticipate a relatively smooth run-through dur-
ing the official performances.

The costumes add to the director’s goal of 
distinction; pieces range from a sex worker’s 
outfit, to a simple blouse and jeans, to only 
underwear. Each costume helps to give flair to 
the character delivering the monologue and 

sets an overall tone for each episode. Though 
the monologues themselves provide the vast 
majority of the mood of each scene, the outfits 
certainly help in bringing the audience into 
each actress’s story, especially considering the 
almost complete absence of props.

Despite its flaws, this year’s production of 
the Vagina Monologues definitely succeeds in 
provoking in-depth thought about the current 
atmosphere concerning sexuality and will sure-
ly rouse audience members into reconsidering 
their “down-there”s.  

Vagina Monologues premieres Thursday, 
Feb. 20 at 8 p.m. at Sid Richardson College. 

0play
 from page 6
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by Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

The Rice University women’s tennis 
team ended its three-game losing streak 
Saturday, Feb. 15 with a 7-0 shutout against 
McNeese State University, taking the Owls’ 
record to 3-3. The team will travel to Mont-
gomery, Ala. this weekend for the Blue 
Gray National Tennis Classic with No. 16 
University of Alabama, No. 19 Texas Tech 
University, No. 20 Auburn University, No. 
29 Oklahoma State University, No. 34 Yale 
University, No. 43 University of Illinois and 
No. 66 Tulane University. The definitive 
schedule for Blue Gray is not yet known 
but will be determined later in the week.

Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt said it 
feels good to win. She also said she was 
proud of the team’s discipline, control and 
successful execution.

“It was nice to get back in the win col-
umn, but even better than that was the way 
that we played,” Schmidt said. “I thought 
we [were] focused. We played with disci-
pline and controlled our emotions well. 
Those are things we worked on this week. 
I was pleased to see our players come out 
today and execute some of the things we 
had worked on during the week in a com-
petitive environment.”

Schmidt said she felt some relief that 
the team has been able to improve despite 
uncontrollable weather issues.

“We’ve had a lot of strange weather this 
spring and have not been able to practice 
outside that much,” Schmidt said. “The 
matches we have played outside have usu-
ally had a threat of rain or it’s been cold. 
It was nice to be back outside in normal 
Houston weather.”

Senior Dominique Harmath said she 
looks at the Blue Gray National Tennis 
Classic and the rest of the season with a 
positive attitude. She said the players feel 
they have a lot of potential for success this 
season due to their diligent work ethic.

“It is only the start of the season, and we 

by Nicki Chamberlain-Simon
Thresher Staff

The Rice University baseball team opened its 
2014 season against No. 25 Stanford University 
this weekend with a strong showing at the plate. 
Rice earned a total of 29 hits and 18 runs in their 
three days at Palo Alto, Calif. On Tuesday, Feb. 18, 
the Owls won against Texas State University and 
Head Coach Wayne Graham recorded the 1,000th 
win of his career.

Leading the offensive drive was junior Skyler 
Ewing, who was named one of eight Louisville 
Slugger National Players of the Week by Col-
legiate Baseball Magazine and was the C-USA 
Hitter of the Week. Ewing went 7 for 12 with two 
home runs.

Rice set the tone for their hot start with its Val-
entine’s Day opener, ending its first game over the 
Cardinals 10-3. Rice was down 3-2 after the fourth 
but chipped away eight runs in the next three in-
nings to earn their first win of the season. Red-
shirt sophomore pitcher Matt Ditman, who made 
16 appearances last year, let up two hits in the last 
four innings with 10 strikeouts.

Head Coach Wayne Graham said he was 
pleased with the team’s performance, both at the 
plate and on the mound.

“It’s about as good as you’re going to get,” Gra-
ham said. “We hit the ball well. We didn’t make an 
error, and … we had good pitching, and that will 
win a lot of ball games.”

The next day, the Owls took the field at 12 p.m. 
in an attempt to clinch the series. After a score-
less first six innings, Ewing hit a leadoff home run 
in the seventh on the first pitch to put Rice ahead 
1-0. Ewing went on to bring in two of the team’s 
five runs that day.

Ewing, who starts at first base for Rice, said he 
tried to focus on consistency over the weekend.

“I have a tendency to get a little bit aggres-
sive, so you’ve got to slow things down,” Ewing 
said. “Every day’s a little different, and you’ve 
got to work on consistency. You’re trying to 
chew that every day, whether it be hitting or de-
fense or pitching or whatever.”

Seniors Michael Aquino and Keenan Cook 
hit a pair of doubles in the eighth inning to post 
more runs for Rice.

Sophomore Blake Fox also took control on 
the mound, letting up two hits in six innings to 
leave the Cardinals scoreless. The Owls ended 
up beating Stanford 5-1.

Graham said Fox had a good opening game. 
He said if he can pitch with this type of tenac-
ity all season, he will be a tremendous number 
two starter.

“Blake was dominant,” Graham said. “He 
did a great job, shut them out for the time he 
was in. Held the runners very well, he [was just] 
excellent. [He] used his fastball judiciously and 
threw three or four pitches for strikes, so he 
[was just] what we hoped he’d be.”

The left-handed pitcher especially relied 
on his curveball, coming back from several 3-0 
counts to get a win for his third start as an Owl.

Fox said Graham respects his curveball, 
which he said has more success than his fast-
ball at times.

“I come in the dugout, and Coach Graham 
walks over to me and tells me how weird I am 
for being a lefty and being able to throw a curve-
ball for strikes more than a fastball,” Fox said.

Rice was unable to contain the Stanford line-
up on Sunday, however, and lost the third game 
12-3. Stanford earned 14 hits and three home 

runs to flip the Rice 3-0 lead going into the fifth. 
Highlights of the day included Aquino’s first and 
Ewing’s second homerun of the year.

 The season continued with Rice’s defeat of 
Texas State University 4-3 in their home opener 
when Graham earned his 1,000th career win as 
a Division I coach. 

Junior John Williamson said Graham’s 1,000th 
win is truly the achievement of a lifetime.

“Those 1,000 wins don’t even account for 
his entire coaching career. The amount of 
time and effort he puts into each season is un-
matched. He lives and breathes baseball, and 
I have never met someone as knowledgeable 
about the game as him.”

The Rice baseball team will face crosstown 
rival University of Houston Wednesday, Feb. 19 
at 4:30 p.m.

by Evan Neustater
For the Thresher

The Rice University men’s basketball 
team dropped their fourth game in five 
tries on Saturday, losing 85-46 to Louisiana 
Tech University in Ruston, La.  The Owls 
(7-17 overall, 2-9 Conference-USA) suffered 
their worst loss of the season against the 
Bulldogs, who are 21-5 overall and 9-2 in 
conference. With the loss, the Owls are cur-
rently tied with East Carolina University  
for last place in C-USA.

For the Owls, turnovers were the story of 
the game. Rice turned the ball over a season-
high 23 times, which Louisiana Tech took 
advantage of to score 25 points.  In compari-
son, the Owls only converted 12 assists and 
no player recorded more than nine points. 
Rice shot 38.3 percent from the field and was 
out-rebounded by a margin of 41-24.

Senior guard Austin Ramljak and 
sophomore guard Max Guercy tied for the 
Owls’ scoring leads with nine points each. 
Ramljak continues his impressive season 
and moves closer to the record for most 
consecutive games with a three-point field 
goal conversion. With a three-pointer early 
in the second half, Ramljak moved past 

Courtesy riCe sports information 
Junior Skyler Ewing waits for a pitch against Stanford over the weekend in Palo Alto, Calif. Ewing had two home runs on top of eight RBIs. Rice took two out 
of three from the Cardinals to win its first series of the year. The Owls play at Reckling Park  this week against the University of Houston and Purdue Univer-
sity. After winning his 1,000th game, Head Coach Wayne Graham will be honored on Wednesday, Feb. 19 before the game against UH.

      BaseBall This 
Week

vs. Houston
When and Where

Wednesday, Feb. 19, 4:30 p.m., Reckling 
Park

vs. Purdue
When and Where

Friday, Feb. 21, 4:30  p.m., Reckling Park

vs. Purdue
When and Where

Saturday, Feb. 22, 2 p.m., Reckling Park

vs. Purdue
When and Where

Sunday , Feb. 23, 1 p.m., Reckling Park

Rice starts off season hot at the plate

Women’s tennis 
defeats McNeese 
State in shutout

Men’s basket-
ball falls to 

Louisiana Tech

0see Basketball, page 11

0see Tennis, page 10



the Rice Thresher Wednesday, February 19, 2014SPORTS10

have been working extremely hard,” Har-
math said. “We believe we can accomplish 
anything we set our minds to and we will 
continue to have that mind-set throughout 
the season.”

Harmath also said the team will work 
on its consistency in order to add wins.

“Being diligent and making big points 
through consistency will be our main fo-
cus,” Harmath said.

Schmidt said the team will take the 
Blue Gray National Tennis Classic one op-
ponent at a time. In preparation, Schmidt 
said the team will spend this week clean-
ing up weaknesses and preparing in the 
hopes of having a successful weekend.

“We know some of the teams we could 
face, but as we always do, we will put the 
focus on the next opponent on the sched-
ule,” Schmidt said. “We will get as much 
information as we can on all the teams 
that will be there, but in the end, it’s about 
us working to refine what we do well and 
working to improve upon our weaknesses.”

Ryan Li/ThResheR 
Senior Dominique Harmath goes for a forehand during her singles match against McNeese State University on Saturday, Feb. 15 at Jake Hess Stadium. With 
the win, the Owls ended their three-game losing streak to go to 3-3 for the season. Rice heads to the Blue Gray National Tennis Classic, held in Birmingham, 
Ala. from Friday, Feb. 21 to Sunday, Feb. 23.  After that, the Owls start a four-game home stand against New Mexico State University on March 1.

0TENNIS
 from page 9

It was nice to get back in 
the win column, but even 
better than that was the 
way that we played. I 
thought we [were] focused. 
We played with discipline 
and controlled our emo-
tions well.

Elizabeth Schmidt
Head Coach
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by Maddy Adams
For the Thresher

On Feb. 1, junior swimmer Rachel Moody 
broke Rice University’s 100-yard breaststroke 
record in a four-way dual meet against Loui-
siana State University, Tulane University and 
the University of Houston. Following the 
event, Swimming World News recognized 
Moody as the National Division I Swimmer of 
the Week: her first national honor.

Head Coach Seth Huston said Moody’s 
mental fortitude is one of her defining assets.

“She doesn’t worry about her opponents: 
She just races,” Huston said.

Moody is a Houston native and swam on 
Memorial High School’s swim team before 
she came to Rice. Unlike other Division I 
swimmers, Moody did not participate in club 
swimming during the beginning of her high 
school career. Instead, she was involved in 
other extracurricular activities, including 
varsity cheer, track and field and the Health 
Occupation Students of America. 

During Moody’s senior year in high 
school, she swam on the Rice Aquatics Team, 
Rice University’s club swim team. The club 
team allowed Moody to swim when high 
school swim practices coincided with cheer-
leading. On a typical day, Moody would cheer 
immediately after school then swim at Rice 
that night.

Huston first spotted Moody at a high 
school regional swim meet, where he identi-
fied her raw potential and athleticism. After 
Moody matriculated, Huston said he care-
fully watched over Moody throughout her 

freshman year to make sure she could handle 
swimming as a Division I athlete.

“[I] had to be careful,” Huston said. “She 
hadn’t trained at this level.”

During her first year, the transition from 
high school swimmer to Division I athlete was 
demanding, according to Moody. She said she 
was straining to balance school, swim and col-
lege life. For her, the morning practices were 
mentally and physically taxing and caused her 
to fall ill on several occasions.

“I had never done morning practice,” 
Moody said. “My training was not automati-
cally at the other girls’ levels.”

During her sophomore year, Moody re-
turned to the Conference USA champion-
ships and also qualified for the U.S. Open 
Swimming Conference championships. 
Moody said she felt a remarkable difference 
in her training between her freshman and 
sophomore year.

“[The training schedule] was a lot more 
natural,” Moody said. “[I was] not a veteran, 
but [I was] not a beginner either.”

Moody’s improvements in training carried 
over into her junior year. She said she is more 
confident in her abilities and her effective-
ness in the weight room. 

“You have to trust your training and push 
yourself,” Moody said.

Huston said Moody’s career has been on 
the rise, and she greatly matured as an ath-
lete during her first two years on campus.

“Anyone who does something consistently 
will improve,” Huston said. “[Moody] now 
goes to the training room consistently and 
manages school better.”

Moody said she makes a conscious effort 
to allocate her time accordingly, not giving 
too much attention to a single aspect of her 
life. Moody strives to be academically, athleti-
cally and socially successful.

“I give 110 percent at the pool, but I also 
work hard to do my best in school and main-
tain a social life,” Moody said.

Recently, Moody’s efforts have material-
ized on a national scale. Moody said her re-
cent success should be attributed to her in-
creased level of confidence in the pool.

“[Huston] would always tell me I had po-
tential, [but] now I believe it,” said Moody.

Huston said he attributes it to experience. 
He thinks Moody has finally settled in as a 
collegiate athlete, which is one of the reasons 
she has been so successful this season.

“[Moody is] finally a veteran,” Huston 
said. “[She] had a lot of talent and ability be-
fore, but now she has the experience. [We are] 
finally seeing the product of her athleticism, 
confidence and willingness to work.”

Moody said her inexperience during high 
school is now benefitting her in college. Un-
like many junior and senior collegiate ath-
letes, Moody has yet to feel burned out by her 
sport. She said she looks forward to continu-
ing her career since swimming still feels fresh 
to her.

“I want to keep getting better,” Moody 
said. “I want to keep giving it everything.”

Huston said Moody’s junior and senior 
years hold a considerable amount of promise.

“I don’t want to put [unnecessary] pres-
sure on her, [but Moody’s] best days are still 
ahead of her,” Huston said.

by Zach Birenbaum
For the Thresher

The Rice University women’s basketball 
team went 1-1 this past week, defeating the 
University of Tulsa on the road 75-59, but 
losing to the University of Texas, San An-
tonio at home 63-61. On Wednesday, Feb. 
12, the Owls broke their five-game losing 
streak, defeating the Golden Hurricane. 
Senior forward Jessica Kuster and junior 
forward Christal Porter both recorded a 
double-double, a feat that has not been 
reached by the Owls this season.

On Saturday, Feb. 15, the Owls hosted 
the Roadrunners and lost by a narrow mar-
gin. The game featured 16 lead changes and 
10 ties. The Owls fell just short of the vic-
tory, failing to connect on an open three-
point shot in the closing seconds of the 
game. The Owls shot only 28 percent from 
the field in the second half. Kuster led the 
team with 26 points and 13 rebounds. The 
Owls fell to an overall record of 11-13 and 
4-7 in Conference USA play.

Kuster said sophomore guard Elena 
Gumbs, the Rice player who took the last 
shot, should not be faulted with the loss. 
She said the defeat can be attributed to mi-
nor mistakes made throughout the game.  

“[Gumbs] ended up taking the last shot, 
but we had so many little opportunities,” 
Kuster said. “[There are] so many things 
that could have made the difference for 
that one point, but if she had made it she 
would have saved us,” Kuster said. “That 
one shot in the grand scheme does not re-
ally mean a lot. We just made a lot of mis-
takes throughout the game.”

During the game, Kuster had her 21st 
double-double of the season, which is sec-
ond in the nation. Kuster is just three shy 
of tying the record for all-time career dou-
bles-doubles in C-USA history. Kuster said 
although the accolade is nice, winning is 
more important.

“It’s something cool to say or put in an 
article, but we’re not having the season 
that I would like to go out on,” Kuster said. 
“That is pretty much the main thing on my 
mind right now.”

Kuster said in preparation for the up-
coming game against Old Dominion Univer-
sity, the Owls have key areas for improve-
ment, both offensively and defensively.

“Defensively it’s going to be a challenge,” 
Kuster said. “We’re really going to have to fo-
cus on blocking out and containing. Offen-
sively, we have to finish around the basket 
and limit our turnovers. Those are probably 
the two biggest issues that I see.”

Rice hosts Old Dominion on Wednesday, 
Feb. 19 before traveling to Ruston, La. to 
take on Louisiana Tech University this Sat-
urday, Feb. 22. 

Shawn Tyndell for sole possession of sec-
ond place, trailing only record-holder Adam 
Peakes, who recorded a three-pointer in 39 
straight games during his time at Rice in the 
mid-90’s. Ramljak also led the team with six 
rebounds, a season-high.

Head Coach Ben Braun said Ramljak has 
been one of the prolific scorers for the team 
this season. When a shot needs to be made, 
Braun said the team turns to Ramljak.

 “He’s our best shooter,” Braun said. “He’s 
putting it down and making plays for our 
team.”

The Bulldogs maintained the lead for 
most of the game, scoring in a series of sev-
en-point spurts that set the tone of the game 

early. Louisiana Tech also stole the ball from 
Rice 11 times, directly leading to 14 points 
off turnovers. The Bulldogs entered halftime 
with a 42-17 advantage.

The Owls performed marginally better in 
the second half, but the Bulldogs outscored 
them 43-29. The Owls shot similarly as they 
did in the game’s first half, shooting 40 per-
cent on 10-25 shooting. 

Freshman forward Sean Obi added six 
points and four rebounds. Obi is recording 
almost one double-double per game, averag-
ing 11.6 points and 9.7 rebounds while also 
shooting 59.6 percent from the field.

The Owls continue their road trip on 
Thursday, Feb. 20 when they head to Virginia 
to face new C-USA foe, Old Dominion Univer-
sity. In Old Dominion’s first year in the con-
ference, the Monarchs are in seventh place 

with a 12-14 overall record. Old Dominion is 
also coming off a defeat, losing to University 
of Tulsa 76-37 on Saturday, Feb. 15.

Braun said practicing is important to keep 
the team mentally prepared after their loss to 
Louisiana Tech.

“When we’ve been prepared and we’ve 
had good practices, it has generally carried 
over into those games,” Braun said. “Practice 
would be my key to getting our team back on 
track.”

Junior guard Dan Peera said when the 
team is playing efficiently, the Owls can play 
with any team in C-USA.

 “We can beat anybody,” Peera said. “This 
is a good time to have a hiccup. We can pick 
it up for the end of conference play and the 
conference tournament and get a run going 
and see where we can take this.” 

Courtesy riCe sports information 
Junior Rachel Moody swims the freestyle. Moody was named the national swimmer of the week on Feb. 5 for her performance in the dual meet against 
Louisiana State University, Tulane University and the University of Houston. Moody broke the school record in the 100-yard breaststroke to qualify for the 
NCAA provisional round. Moody and the rest of the Owls are resting before the conference championships in Atlanta, Ga. from Feb. 26 to March 1. 

Moody thrives in and out of the pool

        vs. Old dOminiOn

When and Where
Wednesday, Feb. 19,  7 p.m., 

Tudor Fieldhouse

Preview
Old Dominion is 11-14 overall and 4-7 in 
conference play. 

Women’s bas-
ketball narrow-
ly loses to UTSA

0BasketBall
 from page 9

When we’ve been prepared 
and we’ve had good prac-
tices, it has generally car-
ried over into those games. 
Practice would be my key 
to getting our team back on 
track.

Ben Braun
Head Coach



Second Year Programs

The Office of Second Year Programs (SYP) is dedi-
cated to reintroducing students to the Rice they came 
to know after their first year. While the goal of First 
Year Programs (FYP) is to confuse mostly legal adults 
into thinking that the university is a summer camp 
— with less alcohol and canoe races — SYP offers a 
range of different programs to aid in the transition 
back to the university.

Summer after your freshman year is a confusing 
time. You either did nothing, did manual labor, or 
did manual labor without pay under the cruel guise 
of a freshman summer internship. You probably hung 
out with your high school friends and came to the 
profound realization that everyone from your home-
town is beautiful and now impossibly hard to talk to. 
Don’t worry, though! We’ll help you ease back into 
the hedges with Reorientation Week, or Re-O-Week.

If you are off campus, we are introducing a special 
Transition to Reality program. Here, you will learn 
that electricity is not free, bathrooms do not just get 
cleaner and you cannot make dishes disappear from 
existence through a strange portal. You will also 
learn how to commute, pay bills and generally exist 
like a functioning independent member of society.

Living on campus? Then those skills are useless! 
Instead, you will be divided into social groups and 
begin the process of clumsily navigating life post-
freshman year — a time when decisions strangely 
start to have consequences.

Coordinators for Re-O-Week will be chosen at 
random and will go through a thorough a rigor-
ous training process lasting approximately seven 
months in which they will attend most classes, be 
attentive at a fair number of college government 

meetings, go out on the weekends and return home 
for normal breaks.

The advisor application will include whimsical 
questions like: “What is your name?” and “Why are 
you qualified to acclimate students once more to 
Rice’s unique culture?”

Some theme ideas circulating the CoordinatO-
Sphere include: LimbO-Week, RedO-Week, AlsO-
Week, PseudO-Week and, in a strange display of 
affection for early-’70s Al Pacino, Will Rice has pro-
posed SerpicO-Week.

One coordinator reports that this year’s second 
summer reading will likely be the novel Horton 
Hears a Who. It was selected for its vivid illustrations 
of Horton the Elephant and because most students 
have proven that they cannot read chapter books by 
the end of their freshman year.

50% Academics

50% Fun!

100% Humidity

Now I really need 
direction!

“Second-best 
week of my life.”

“I love my O-
Week children! 
Well, technically 
O-Week stepchildren 
because they are from my 
second O-Week marriage.”

Free 
T-Shirt(s)

#syp2014 
#onemoretime 
#classof2017

WanteD
Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training 
is paid, and we pay for travel. Email your 
resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

Varsity Tutors has many students seek-
ing smart tutors for math, science, lan-
guages, all other subjects and test prep. 

Competitive pay and make your own 
schedule. Only only applications will be 
considered.
Please apply at: http://www.varsitytutors.
com/houston-tutoring-jobs

Tutors needed immediately! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for Middle & High School 
Math, Natural & Social Science, Foreign 
Language, and Humanities. Reliable 

transportation required. Pay $25-40/hr 
based on experience. Contact 832-428-
8330 and email resume to siyengar777@
gmail.com.

Looking for reliable, loving, energetic 
part-time help for 3 small children: twins 
(4) and toddler (2). Weekdays, 2:00 until 
5:00 or 6:00 p.m. Driving required. Gal-
leria area. Contact Sarah at 713-651- 0100

Looking for tutor for continuing edu-
cation iPhone Photography class at Rice 
for adult with Auditory Processing Dis-
order. Attend classes with student on 
Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
beginning 2/27/14 thru 4/10/14 as well 
as additional tutoring outside of class. 
Please submit resume to mrossmiles@
hotmail.com.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
12 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

classifieds @rice.edu

The Backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For any comments or questions, contact ajw3@rice.edu or purple@rice.edu.
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