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Beer Bike 
parade set 
to return

Baker Institute climbs think tank ranks
by TINa NazeRIaN

ThResheR StaFF

The James A. Baker III Institute 
for Public Policy has risen in the 
Think Tanks and Civil Society’s 
Program’s 2013 survey rankings, 
moving to No. 11 from No. 13 among 
the world’s top university-affiliated 
think tanks. It also rose to No. 5 
from No. 6 among the world’s ener-
gy and resource policy think tanks 
and to No. 20 from No. 21 among the 
United States’ top think tanks, ac-
cording to Janice and Robert McNair 
Director of Public Policy, Ambassa-
dor Edward Djerejian. 

“While all the three categories 
under which Rice University’s Baker 
Institute is ranked are important, it 
is particularly relevant that in 2013 
we rose to be the 5th best global 
think tank on energy and resource 
policy and the 11th best university-

affiliated think tank,” Djerejian 
said. “Our energy program is one of 
our earliest public policy initiatives 
taking advantage of our location in 
Houston — the energy capital of the 
world.”

Baker Institute Director of Op-
erations and Finance Ryan Kirk-
sey said the institute is especially 
proud of its No. 11 ranking in best 
university-affiliated think tanks in 
the world. 

“This ranking reflects that the 
Baker Institute has a respected glob-
al reputation and places Rice along-
side the top universities in the world, 
such as Harvard, Oxford,  [Paris In-
stitute of Political Science] and the 
London School of Economics,” Kirk-
sey said.

According to Kirksey, the institute’s 
strategic direction, including the devel-
opment of the Center for Energy Stud-
ies, helped raise the ratings.

“The institute has begun focus-
ing on developing consolidated 
centers of research excellence,” 
Kirksey said. “Our first and largest 
center is the Center for Energy Stud-
ies. Its comprehensive focus on the 
future of global energy helped so-
lidify its status as a top five energy 
resource in the world.”

Djerejian said the Baker Institute 
has adhered to certain basic princi-
ples since its inception. 

“First, we are focused on produc-
ing objective and data-based [anal-
yses] of relevant domestic and for-
eign policy issues, accompanied by 
clear recommendations addressed 
to decision makers in the public 
and private sectors,” Djerejian said. 
“Second, we are a non-partisan 
public policy institution. Third, we 
have based our public policy re-
search programs on the principle of 
comparative advantage.”

According to Kirksey, the Baker 
Institute’s goal is to remain one of 
the top five energy and resource 
policy think tanks, move into the 
top ten of global university-affiliat-
ed think tanks and enter the top 15 
of all U.S. think tanks, in addition 
to entering new lists on the report 
such as Top Domestic Economic 
Policy Think Tanks and Top Health 
Policy Think Tanks.

“These categories coincidentally 
represent the likely next two areas 
that will be developed into centers 
at the Baker Institute,” Kirksey 
said. “In addition, we hope our new 
website and its capabilities, as well 
as our upcoming hire of a director of 
strategic communications, assist us 
in entering the categories for Think 
Tanks With the Best Use of the In-
ternet and Think Tanks With the 
Best External Relations Program.”

by YasNa Haghdoost
News EdItoR

This year’s Beer Bike will 
change in format by including a 
parade of floats and eliminating 
the second water balloon fight, 
according to Campus-Wide Beer 
Bike Coordinators Christian Neal 
and Eric Baeuerle. 

According to Neal, a Lovett 
College senior, the idea for floats 
came from a discussion with 
Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson. 

“We talked with [Hutchin-
son] and discussed the parade, 
and how it was a popular thing 
people used to do where colleges 
used to make a float,” Neal said. 
“Now, with the float leading, bik-
ers then college [students] would 
all proceed down to the Beer Bike 
track.” 

Baeuerle, a Baker College se-
nior, said the inclusion of floats 
will serve as a more permanent 
outlet for student creativity dur-
ing Beer Bike. 

“In the past, creativity was 
expressed through jacks during 
Willy Week, [which is] all fun 
and good, but not something 
permanent,” Baeuerle said. 
“With floats, we want this to be 
a sort of marker, a monument to 
college themes. Ideally, we want 
to see this thing continue.”

Sid Richardson College soph-
omore Meera Namireddy also 
sees floats as a way to promote 
college spirit. 

“I feel like [float building] will 
increase college spirit, especially 
at [Sid Rich]  where we have a 
bunch of freshmen who are in 
to building interesting contrap-
tions, but it really depends on 
the college,” Namireddy said.

According to Neal, the float 
parade will lead the students  to 
the bike races in lieu of the sec-
ond balloon fight because the 
use of the intramural fields was 
not approved by the IM fields of-
fice and other locations were not 
available.

“To incentivize people to go 
to the track, we’re having the pa-
rade where everyone will move 
together towards the track,” Neal 
said. “There, we’ll have more 
food vendors; we’re spending 
more money on food for Beer 
Bike: Papa Johns, Pluckers and 
several other food options .... 
We’re even looking at breakfast 
food options.”

Hanszen College fifth-year ar-
chitecture student Josh Hersztein 
expressed ambivalence regard-
ing the elimination of the second 
water balloon fight and the addi-
tion of the float. 

“I thought it was stupid that 
they had two fights because most 
colleges didn’t have any wa-
ter balloons left for the second 
fight,” Hersztein said. “However, 

0see Beer Bike, page 3
0see baker page 4

SA presidential candidates face off

INSIDE
Baseball 
season is 
  around the 
    corner. Preview
        this year’s line up.

See P. B1

MIN JI KIM
“I would promote the idea that the SA is there for all the 

student organizations, promote any events that might hap-
pen and to think of different ways for students to come out 
to events and emphasize the idea that through events, stu-
dents can meet more students to learn about different cul-
tures and different organizations.”

“Listening to the student body will be my highest prior-
ity. To achieve this and be more visible, this can be done 
by implementing an anonymous message system on the SA 
website.”

“I would promote the idea that the SA is there for all the 
student organizations, promote any events that might hap-
pen and to think of different ways for students to come out 
to events and emphasize the idea that through events, stu-
dents can meet more students to learn about different cul-
tures and different organizations.”

TRENT NAVRAN
“As SA president, I hope to advance that process and 

open communication with the administration, help make 
the process more transparent [and] help to engage the stu-
dents. I think students deserve to know where those plans 
sort of lie and where they’re going the next couple of years.”

“People aren’t feeling like the SA is offering an op-
portunity for them to make a difference across campus. 
I know from working internally that it absolutely is. The 
SA’s track record speaks for itself. We need to make that 
apparent to students. I think building strong relation-
ships with residential colleges, leveraging relationships 
with college presidents, senators, new student repre-
sentatives will really help at engaging students in their 
residential colleges. Helping people know what we’re 
doing, why we’re doing it, and how they can get involved 
will really help people get inspired to get involved with  
SA events.”
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Beer Bike 2014 Themes Student creates new 
app for RPC crush party 

by Jennifer Shen
Thresher Staff

Rice Program Council switched this 
year’s Crush Party survey from using a 
company to a student-built application in 
response to students’ complaints that last 
year’s survey did not allow for students to 
be matched with both genders, according to 
RPC President Aisha Jeeva.

Those who hope to find their potential 
soulmates through the Rice Program Coun-
cil’s Crush Party matches may have noticed 
that the program for the survey was created 
by a student this year, instead of by a com-
pany in previous years.

“This was due to a limitation of the com-
pany that created the survey,” Jeeva, a Mar-
tel College junior, said. “Unfortunately, the 
company we had always used to create the 
survey was unable to [make the change] due 
to the nature of their program.”

Due to RPC’s continual efforts to be more 
receptive to student feedback, the commit-
tee started looking for alternatives, accord-
ing to Jeeva.

RPC finally ended up outsourcing the 
program to Duncan College sophomore Mat-
thew Schurr because of the other successful 
apps he created, including the website used 
for Screw Your Roommate, another popular 
RPC event.

Schurr said RPC contacted him about 
making an app for the Crush Party.

“I saw an opportunity to help improve a 
campus wide event, and I decided to go for 
it,” Schurr said.

Schurr said he created the app in less 
than a day’s work. Although he wrote the 
code for the application, RPC came up with 
the questions used to match students, ac-
cording to Schurr.

To calculate matches among students, 
a score is calculated between every pair of 

participants that has matching gender pref-
erences, said Schurr. For most questions, a 
constant is added to the total score if both 
participants chose the same answer, and 
none is added otherwise. 

However, some questions whose answers 
can be converted to a scale, such as the one 
regarding purity score, are scored based on 
how close the pair’s answers are to each oth-
er on the scale.

Schurr said he plans to publish some ag-
gregate statistics to see patterns in people’s 
responses.

“I think it will be interesting to see which 
questions had a fairly even answer distri-
bution and which questions had most of 
the students choosing between one or two 
choices,” Schurr said.

Brown College senior Rachel Wong said 
she liked having the option to be matched 
with either or both sexes.

 “I’m glad that they were considerate of 
the LGBTQ community at Rice,” Wong said. 
“I think that the survey was more compre-
hensive than in past years, but the music op-
tions were kind of limited.”

Lovett College senior Sunny Kim said she 
liked the new survey but saw room for im-
provement.

“It’s definitely more convenient … be-
cause they can email you the result, so peo-
ple don’t have to go all the way to the RMC 
to get it,” Kim said. “But I think it’s still un-
der construction. The authentication system 
wasn’t working for me on the phone.”

Jeeva said that apart from the change in 
the survey’s program, Crush Party will run 
as usual on Feb. 13, when students can head 
to the Grand Hall Lobby to collect their sur-
vey results and try to meet their matches at 
Willy’s Pub.

“The event has long been a [students’ fa-
vorite], and so we have worked hard to main-
tain this,” Jeeva said.

Baker
Monsters Inebriated

“What’s the theme.... I didn’t pay 
attention to Beer Bike.”

Duncan 
GERMANITAS
CLASSIS ET

Long Island Iced Tea Party: No Taxation 
Without Inebriation

I think our theme can incorporate 
fresh ideas...Plus the costumes will 
be fabulous.

  

Hanszen
Buzzed LightBeer: To Ginfinity and Beyond

The child inside me did a backflip 
upon hearing that .... The Russian 
judge jipped me and gave me a 7.5.

  

Jones
Willy Vodka and the Cocktail Factory: A 

World of Pure Inebriation

The Jones Beer Bike theme is cre-
ative and catchy, but, let’s be honest, 
Jones will win regardless of what the 
theme is.

Lovett
The Emperor’s New Brew:

 Get Your Kronk On

It is unclear what about this brew 
will be ‘new.’  We’ll probably mix Key-
stone with testosterone pills to give 
us an edge.  

Martel
Brandyland: Case Race to Rumdrop 

Mountain

I’m excited for it because we’ll get 
to eat candy all week.    

McMurtry
Adrunken Development: There’s Always 

Beer in the Banana Stand

We didn’t want to make the other 
colleges look too bad, so we settled 
for adrunken development.

 

Sid Rich
Pirates of the Caribbeeran: Curse of the 
Black Label — Why is the rum gone?

I think the length of the theme 
makes it sort of a shipwreck. By the 
end of the night we’ll all be jumping 
over board.

 

Wiess
All Goldenrod Everything

I think it’s a reference to a 2 Chainz 
song I’ve never heard. Wiess has a 
weird obsession with 2 Chainz

  

Will Rice
Rum’n Empire: Et tu 

brewte?

I think it’s a good theme. It’s nice 
and violent while also being pretty 
punny.

Tianshi JI
  Senior

With just 45 days until Beer Bike, most colleges 
have announced their Beer Bike themes. Brown 
College will announce their theme Feb. 25. 

Mary Anderson
  Junior

Mike Schubert
  Senior

  Rushi Patel
  Junior

  Joanne Guidry
  Senior

  Jake Kraussl
  Freshman

  Daniel Hsu
  Sophomore

 Cyrus Ghaznavi
  Freshman

 Melanie Zook
  Sophomore

 Won Hee Lee
  Senior
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 The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Feb. 2-Feb. 5. This does not represent 
the daily crime log required by the Clery Act, which can be found 
at rupd.rice.edu

Residential colleges
McMurtry College 
Brown College

Other buildlings
RMC
BRC

Feb. 2
Feb. 4

Feb. 2
Feb. 5 

Minor in consumption
Theft of bicycle

Public intoxication
Theft of bicycle

MEETING MINUTES
The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Feb. 10.

■■■ The Honor Council Constitutional Amendment was approved to be put on the ballot 
for the General Election.

■■■ The option to abstain from voting on all items is present if the student does not mark 
either yes or no. The language was added to explicitly state this on the ballot.

■■■ The RES Blanket Tax referendum was approved to be put on the ballot for the General 
Election.

■■■ The Catalyst Blanket Tax referendum was approved to be put on the ballot for the Gen-
eral Election.

■■■ Parliamentarian Brian Baran amended the constitution proposal to reduce the four-
teen days necessary between the introduction of a bill and its voting to seven days. 

■■■ The SA Constitution was approved to be put on the ballot for the General Election.

■■■ At least 20 percent of the student body must vote for the referendums to pass. 

■■■ Secretary Nathan Andrus announced that there will be a special election for SA In-
ternal Vice President. Petitions are online and will be due next Monday, Feb. 17. The 
election will begin on Feb. 24.

■■■ The SA will next meet Monday, Feb. 17 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

[the floats] are probably just more money the 
colleges would rather be spending on other 
things.”

Namireddy, however, points out that 
from a practical perspective, eliminating the 
second water balloon fight will mean less 
work for the clean up crew. 

“I guess it will result in less cleanup af-
terwards,” Namireddy said. “I volunteered 
to clean up last year for freshman service 
hours and that was a real pain, especially in 
the really muddy area.”

According to Neal, each college will have 
a set of bleachers with a tent set up behind 
it, with water being distributed to each tent 
individually.

“My freshman year, we had benches, but 
no shade, so there was a ton of sunburn,” 
Neal said. “We’ll also be distributing a pal-
let of water to each tent instead of having a 
central location to reduce people clustering 
and there being one big line.”

Neal credits Concession Coordinator 
Drew Petty, Parade Coordinator Massey 
Branscomb and Security Coordinator Rahul 
Kothari for putting in the work so that these 
changes to be made. 

“We could not throw Beer Bike or make 
all these changes without all of their hard 
work and ideas,” Neal said.

Baeuerle said that as a coordinator, he is 
looking forward to this year’s Beer Bike. 

“[Neal] and I are both very excited to be 
part of Beer Bike,” Neal said. “We both love 
and respect the traditions that Rice has. 
We’re honored to be a part of Rice’s biggest 
undergrad and alumni event.”

0beer bike
from page 1

Hanszen College junior Gloria Quintanilla and Lovett College freshman Kivani San-
chez eat smores at a Chi Alpha event Thursday, Feb. 6. Chi Alpha is a student Christian 
group at Rice.

Mathison inghaM/thresher
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Rice health center 
offers free STI testing

by Maha Aziz
Thresher Staff

The Rice University Health Center will 
provide students with free STI testing for 
HIV and syphilis from Feb. 10-14 in hopes 
of increasing awareness about sexual 
health management, Hanszen College Rice 
Health Advisor Austin Coe said. He started 
the project with former Brown College RHA 
Susy Malca and worked along with the Well-
ness Center’s Student Wellbeing Specialist, 
Patrick Lukingbeal, and staff at the Health 
Center.

“One of the biggest things preventing 
students and people our age from getting 
tested is all the negative stigma surround-
ing STIs and testing,” Coe, a Hanszen senior 
said. “Our hope is that, by providing free 
tests, we’ll be able to chip away at some of 
this stigma so that students won’t feel guilty 
or nervous about managing their health.”

According to Malca, a Brown senior, the 
negative stigma associated with STIs and 
testing combined with a sentiment among  
Rice students that campus is a relatively 
safe environment can interfere with the 
awareness of risks.

“A lot of Rice students feel very safe and 
comfortable here and, thus, may feel that 
they are not at risk for STIs,” Malca said. 
“I hope that this program will bring sexual 
health to the attention of students and help 
to educate them on risks, prevention and 
the importance of getting tested.”

The National College Health Assessment 
conducts a survey every three years at Rice. 
In 2011, survey results revealed that while 
over 50 percent of students had a sexual 
partner, only 12 percent had been tested for 
HIV, and less than 70 percent used a barrier 
method.

“While these numbers are certainly dat-
ed, they illustrate how little awareness some 
students may have about sexual health and 

well-being,” Coe said. “We think that, by 
making testing acceptable and by spreading 
information, we’ll be able to improve these 
numbers.”

According to Coe, spots to get a free test 
are filling up fast due to the limited number 
of tests available. 

Despite grants from the Student Activi-
ties President’s Programming fund and the 
Dr. Bill Wilson Fund at Wiess College, the 
RHA team could only subsidize 78 tests, 
but more students may be able to get tested 
depending on whether some students want 
one or both tests.

“This year we could only subsidize tests 
for HIV and syphilis,” Coe said. “If the pro-
gram is successful, however, we’re hoping 
a new group of students will be able to get 
more funding. It would be fantastic if Rice 
could provide all students with completely 
free testing year-round.”

Malca said there is almost always hesi-
tation before considering getting tested for 
STIs, and she hopes this project will make 
it easier for students to get tested and stay 
healthy.

“The uncertainty of how to get tested 
and what getting tested entails is a barrier 
for many people,” Malca said. “This event 
will help educate students so that, in the 
future, they will be more proactive about 
their sexual health and feel more comfort-
able with the topic and with getting tested.”

Lukingbeal said he believes that stu-
dents should take advantage of the free 
testing that the health center provides. He 
thinks the project will increase awareness 
across campus about the importance of test-
ing for STIs.

“Testing should be a regular thing and a 
conversation [students] should have with a 
potential sexual partner,” Lukingbeal said. 
“The more we are open and honest with our 
communication, the healthier our commu-
nities will be.”
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Rice drops out of top ten 
best value school ranking

by yasna haghdoost
news editor

Rice University was not included in Princeton 
Review’s Top 10 Best Value Colleges for 2014.In 
2010 and 2013, Princeton Review placed Rice at 
No. 7. In 2005, Rice ranked No. 5, and in 2009, Rice 
was No. 4 on the list. 

The list was released Jan. 28 and includes 75 
public and 75 private universities. The top ten 
schools are ranked in both the public and private 
categories, while the remaining schools remain 
unranked. Rice was, however, included in the 
the 75 private schools that were listed, despite not 
having made it into the Top 10. No Texas universi-
ties, either public or private, made it into the Top 
10 list. 

The ranking is based on a survey of 2000 un-
dergraduate universities that factors cost of atten-
dance, academics and financial aid into its evalu-
ation. Average student debt after graduation and 
percentage of graduating seniors taking out loans 

were also factored into consideration. 
According to the Princeton Review’s press re-

lease, schools who made it on the list provided 
excellent academics at an affordable price, either 
by a low cost or through financial aid programs. 

“Students who attend these schools don’t 
have to mortgage their futures to pay for their de-
grees,” the Princeton Review website said.

Baker College freshman Olivia Aguilar be-
lieves Rice’s exclusion from the Top 10 Best Value 
Colleges of 2014 is indicative of the rise in tuition 
costs in recent years. 

“While I do think that Rice should definitely be 
on that list because of the extensive opportunities 
and resources that this school offers its students, 
maybe this list shows that it is time Rice analyzed 
its cost of attendance,” Aguilar said. “Every year, 
cost of attendance increase well above the rate of 
national inflation. Rice is awesome, but maybe 
we aren’t competing against other schools like 
those [on the Top 10 list] because we keep driving 
our costs up.”

According to Djerejian, the national and 
global recognition that the Baker Institute 
has received enhances its outreach to new 
audiences and increases its ability to influ-
ence public policy discussion and debate in 
the United States and abroad.

Wiess College sophomore Vicky Come-
sanas said she thinks the rise in rankings 
is great news and means the policy recom-

mendations the Baker Institute puts out will 
have a bigger voice than they already do. 

“In general, the rank increases are prob-
ably going to mean more funding,” Come-
sanas said. “For students, this will trans-
late to more opportunities to get involved 
at the Baker Institute. Hopefully, we’ll see 
some expansions in the programs already 
in place, such as the summer in Washington 
internship program. I can’t really tell you 
much about how funds are allocated within 
BIPP because I’m not sure, but it’d be cool to 
see that happen.”

0baker
from page 1
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What are your plans 
for Valentine’s Day?

“The entire new season of ‘House 
of Cards’ comes out on the 14th — 
that’s not a coincidence.”
 – Christine Jeong, Copy Editor

“I’m going to hang out with my 
pillow girlfriend.”
 – Dan Elledge, Sports Editor

“I’m going to hang out with Dan 
and his pillow girlfriend.”
 – Dante Zakhidov, Photo Editor

“I’m going to watch [Dante, Dan 
and his pillow girlfriend].”
 – Sarah Nyquist, Sports Designer

“Kaylen and I are going to a horse 
competition. It’s going to be better 
than sex.”
 – Kaylen Strench and Sophie  
     Newman, A&E Editors

“I was told to be prepared.”
 – Mitch Mackowiak, 
     Opinions Editor

“I will be performing on a stage… 
for Kinda Sketchy’s Valentine’s 
Day performance, that is. And 
then I will be drinking a lot of… 
grape juice.”
 – Yasna Haghdoost, News Editor 

“I’m probably going to try and 
get my boyfriend to watch 
Penelope … again.”
 – Rachel Marcus, Editor in Chief

“We makin’ pizza, in the most biblical 
sense. #DeliciousChicken #Beauty 
#Sensual #Smutty #DeltaTau”
 – Claire Elestwani, Art Director

“I don’t think we could publish 
that .... ”
 – Brooke Bullock, Senior Editor

Ask the stAff
Beer Bike parade will 
increase college spirit

The Thresher staff is excited to see a return 
of past Beer Bike traditions in response to stu-
dent feedback on last year’s changes (see story, 
p. 1). The elimination of the second water bal-
loon fight and the re-inclusion of the float pa-
rade aligns the upcoming Beer Bike with past 
Beer Bikes. The second balloon fight seemed an 
unnecessary extension to the first fight. Some 
colleges did not have enough balloons leftover 
from the first fight and thus shamefully with-
drew from the fight. Some students also did not 
want to participate in the second balloon fight 
altogether in favor of food and rest.

The parade of floats will provide a more ex-
citing move to the stadium and will hopefully 
encourage more students to make the trek out 
to the Beer Bike track. Students will be able 
to carry the enthusiasm from the first balloon 
fight through the parade as they process down 
the inner loop to the bike races. Floats will also 
give students another opportunity to show their 
college pride, and the parade hearkens back 
to the tradition of Beer Bikes of yesteryear. The 
Thresher hopes this parade will be formatted to 
avoid problems such as liability for injuries on 
the trucks or large financial expenses.

We hope these changes will be organized 
and planned well enough to create a lasting tra-
dition, rather than subjecting Beer Bike to more 
logistical changes in the future.

 Navran for SA president
This year’s Student Association presidential 

debate provided a forum for the candidates to 
answer questions posed both by the Thresher 
and by audience members. After hearing the 
candidates’ responses to questions on topics 
ranging from communication to constitutional 
amendments, the Thresher believes McMur-
try College junior Trent Navran articulated the 
strongest vision for SA presidential leadership. 

During the debates, Navran emphasized the 
importance of empowering students to become 
advocates for change. Combined with his clear 
knowledge of issues that students find impor-
tant such as on-campus housing, employing 
more faculty and building a new student cen-
ter, Navran sparked confidence in his ability 
to serve students’ needs from the presidential 
seat. Though Lovett College junior Min Ji Kim 
showed a great amount of passion for engaging 
with students and implementing a new anony-
mous comment feature on the SA website, she 
failed to articulate clear and relevant answers 
to the more substantive questions asked during 
the debate. In addition, Navran showed humil-
ity when he admitted a lack of knowledge of 
the proposed constitutional amendments while 
Kim dismissed them as minor changes and in-
consequential to the student body. 

The Thresher would also like to note that the 
joke candidate, Martel College senior Denis Lea-
hy, raised important points about student ad-
vocacy at Rice and the role of the SA. Whoever 
assumes the role of SA president should make it 
a goal to reaffirm the SA’s position as an advo-
cate for the student body’s concerns instead of 
merely as a mediator between the students and 
the administration.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

First off, we want to start by saying we are not 
attempting to represent all populations at Rice, 
and we know our point of view can’t be general-
ized to every individual. However, our conversa-
tions with many Rice students have demonstrat-
ed that others have shared similar experiences to 
us in terms of Rice dating culture.

We have heard the same story over and over 
again: “What’s our relationship status?” or “Our 
‘relationship’ isn’t a real relationship.” Bottom 
line, Rice dating-culture is strange, complex and 
confusing. Though it’s fairly easy to meet people, 
and there always seems to be plenty of students in 
long-term relationships, it seems to be extremely 
difficult for Rice students to casually date. 

The issue is that the norm for starting relation-
ships at Rice is very atypical as compared with 
adult dating culture. Apathetic hook-ups flow 
into serious commitments in which neither indi-
vidual has had a chance to truly get to know his 
or her new partner. This makes communication 
awkward from the beginning and consequently 
the relationship is doomed from the get-go. 

We think part of the problem lies in the ste-
reotypes surrounding commitment at Rice. Guys 
don’t ask girls on dates for fear of immediate 
commitment and girls, afraid of being viewed as 
“clingy,” don’t push for them. It certainly makes 
a relationship difficult to establish when neither 
party wants to admit that he or she is committing 
to being monogamous. What results from these 
interactions is either nothing (most of the time) 
or a doomed-from-the-start relationship in which 
neither partner is able to sustain conversation or 
can hang out without hooking up.  

Let’s look at an example — say one of us was 
dating a guy named Matt. Matt and I were casual 
acquaintances for a while, until one night at a 
party (after heavy alcohol consumption) he con-
fessed he had a crush on me. We proceeded to 
hook-up that night and several other nights for a 
couple of weeks. Eventually, we decided we want-
ed to try to be together exclusively. We hung out a 
little, but I was nervous around him and I think 
he felt the same way so we barely talked. Then, 
one day, he simply cut off all communication. I, 
confused, but afraid of being “clingy,” did not 
confront him about it. Instead, I obsessed about 
what I could have done that had turned him off 
so suddenly and built up a lot of anger, sadness 
and frustration. When he finally texted me out 

of the blue a couple of weeks later, I admittedly 
had a, perhaps not unwarranted, “psychobitch” 
reaction. He apologized, we made up and the 
cycle repeated itself two or three more times un-
til we were both so emotionally and mentally 
exhausted that the relationship was completely 
unsalvageable. Now, we don’t speak at all. It’s im-
possible to say, but I believe that much stress and 
anxiety could have been avoided if we had taken 
more time to get to know each other, gone on a 
few dates and not put so much pressure on sus-
taining a relationship right off the bat.

Despite our reservations, we do think there 
are tangible solutions to this problem and believe 
there is hope for the future romantic lives of Rice 
students. First, guys need not fear that asking a 
girl on a date is committing to a relationship, and 
this applies to girls as well. Also, guys, if a girl 
asks you on a date, don’t freak out: It’s the 21st 
century Just go with it and see what happens. A 
date is not a binding clause; it’s more of a test to 
see if two people can hold a conversation together 
and (hopefully) enjoy each other’s company. 

Second, girls need to stop being afraid of be-
ing “clingy.” What is “clingy,” anyway? Texting 
your interest to check in, asking him/her out for 
a night or wanting to discuss the nature of your 
relationship or your feelings? Obviously there is 
a line between committed boyfriend/girlfriend 
and maniac stalker but don’t hesitate to do what 
seems natural to develop or maintain intimacy. 

All in all, we feel that it is possible to create 
a more normal dating culture here at Rice. There 
is a middle ground between serious, long-term 
relationships and drunken one night stands, 
and it starts with dating. This Valentine’s Day, or 
whenever, really, ask someone out and see what 
happens. Maybe it will be awesomely romantic, 
maybe it will be terrible, or maybe it will just be 
a pleasantly platonic conversation. No matter 
what, it will be a noble and necessary plunge into 
the wonderful world of casual dating. 

Kaylen Strench and 
Sophie Newman  
are Thresher Arts & 
Entertainment 
Editors

Students should consider casual dating

Corrections
The Thresher misspelled the name of an SA 

presidential candidate in the Feb. 5 issue. Trent 
Navran’s last name is spelled Navran, not Navaran. 

Brian Baran is currently running for a position 
titled UCourt Chair, not U-Court President as was 
incorrectly stated in the Feb. 5 issue of the Thresher. 

Clarifications
All summaries of referendums on the SA Gen-

eral Elections ballot from the Feb. 5 issue of the 
Thresher were written by Thresher editorial staff. 

The summary of the constitutional referendum 
that appeared in the Feb. 5 issue of the Thresher 
read “This referendum will approve the revised 

constitution.” This sentence incorrectly implied 
that the referendum will pass, and instead should 
have read “If passed, this referendum would ap-
prove the revised constitution.” If ratified, the new 
constitution would also replace the current con-
stitution and bylaws, but would not include any 
bylaws itself. 
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THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world of 
Houston.

SuSHi-RoLLiN
Love sushi and Top Chef? If so, do 
not miss this competition at RA Su-
shi Highland Village from 7-9 p.m. 
Feb. 13. Six prominent foodies will 
pair with an RA Sushi chef to create 
a new roll and name it. Come out 
to enjoy great food, V-Day-themed 
libations and intense competition.

RA Sushi Highland Village
3908 Westheimer Road

rasushi.com

SNoop dogg
Snoop Dogg will be performing 
at House of Blues Thursday, Feb. 
19 at 9 p.m. The rapper, who has 
sold over 30 million albums, will 
be performing reggae-inspired 
songs from his new album Rein-
carnated under a new alias, Snoop 
Lion. General admission is $35. 

House of Blues Houston
1204 Caroline St.

houseofblues.com

FREudiaN
Wish you could meet Freud in person? 
See the most famous psychoanalyst in 
action at the Alley Theatre for Freud’s 
Last Session. The show runs through 
Feb. 19. This comedy pits Freud 
against the famous novelist C.S. Lewis 
as they discuss God, love, sex and the 
meaning of life. Tickets start at $26.

Alley Theatre
615 Texas Ave.

alleytheatre.org/Alley

WRiTiNg aRT
Come showcase your creative writ-
ing expertise at the Words and Art 
workshop Saturday, Feb. 15 at 1 p.m. 
in the Rice Gallery. There will be 
writing prompts and a discussion fo-
cused on the current installation. Ad-
mission is free; all you need is a pa-
per and pencil. RSVP via Facebook.

Rice Gallery 
Sewall Hall

facebook.com/events/list

Thresher Staff

Favorite tracks: “Going Out,” 
“Nightingale” and “Inauguration” 

Album available for $9.99 on iTunes.

Think of some songs where it 
sounds like the artist is speaking di-
rectly about something true and im-
portant in his life and then putting it 
to music. Now take those songs, make 
the lines so direct that they sound like 
they were ripped straight from a di-
ary entry, and make 11 of them, and 
then you might be close to what Mark 
Kozelek has penned on his most re-
cent Sun Kil Moon album, Benji.

Benji is a sort of concept album; 
the songs are certainly linked themat-
ically. Nearly each one talks about 
someone Kozelek has known who 
has died. The thing is, these songs 
sound so absolutely real — the details 
of plane flights, family reunions, late-
night phone calls — that it is less of a 
concept album and more of a string of 
eulogies to which Kozelek has added 
melodies and lilting acoustic gui-
tar lines. I would not be surprised if 
many listeners were emotionally un-
able to get through the album in one 
take. When one minute into the open-
ing song, “Carissa,” Kozelek solemnly 
sings “I called my mom back and she 
was in tears and asked had I spoke 
to my father. Carissa burned to death 
last night in a freak accident fire,” it 
is apparent that this will not be a nor-
mal album.

The depressing stories abound 
from there. “Truck Driver” is a som-
ber affair that details the death of 
Kozelek’s uncle in a fire. “Jim Wise” 
tells the tale of a family friend who 
mercy-killed his wife and went to 
prison for it. “Michaele” is about 
the murder of Kozelek’s childhood 
friend. All of the songs give compre-
hensive background information and 
spare no detail. The dates, places and 
people involved are intricately woven 
around slightly more abstract lyr-
ics summarizing Kozelek’s personal 
thoughts. There are only two uplift-
ing tracks on the record, including 
“I Love My Dad,” a humorous rocker 
about growing up under a tough, 
blue-collar father who imparted life 

by Benjamin Huber-Rodriguez

Benji 
B

courtesy caLDo VerDe

0see BENJI, page 7

The Museum of Natu-
ral Science would like to 
help you pregame Val-
entine’s Day on Thurs-
day, Feb. 13 from 7-10 
with drinks, live music 
and food. If you’re feel-
ing especially vindictive, 
you are invited to name 
a roach after an ex and 
make it race for fun. Af-
terward, stop by the Bug 
Chef for some delicious 
arthropods that will cure 
your love bug in no time.

Mixers and 
Elixirs

Don’t mourn your non-
existent love life alone this 
Valentine’s Day. Meet some 
hot (and definitely vulner-
able) singletons at Howl 
at the Moon’s “Love Sux” 
party on the 14th, starting 
at 5 p.m. Feb. 14. There will 
be tons of anti-Valentine’s 
drinks, games with seri-
ous cash prizes. You even 
get free cover if you bring 
in a mutilated photo of 
your ex. Do yourself a favor 
and save your Ben & Jerry’s 
and DVR recordings for  
Saturday night.

Love Sux

Comedy shows are ideal for singles if you think about it: 
There’s zero romance but plenty of entertainment to keep your 
mind off that special someone you’d rather forget. So put on 
some real pants and head to Houston Improv to see the hysteri-
cal Bobby Lee, former MADtv comedian. The event starts at 8 
p.m., and tickets are between $22 and $35. 

Laugh Your Tears Away

If OkCupid and 
Tinder just aren’t ig-
niting your love life, try 
RPC’s Crush Party to 
meet your dream date. 
If not your dream date, 
at least another person 
whose spirit animal is 

also a reptar or hon-
ey badger.

Crush 
Party

It’s that time of year when, ready or not, you become 
unquestionably aware of your relationship status. Whether 
you’re casually dating, going steady or living single, Valen-
tine’s Day can be a stressful experience.

If you’re sailing solo, it can definitely be tempting to 
hop on board the SS Forever Alone with a box of discounted 
chocolates and some T-Swift, but before you do, remember 
that Valentine’s Day is not destined to suck, especially if 
you make plans to spend it with friends. Here are a few 
ways to add some friendly spice to this  
year’s celebrations:

If you want to give your boyfriend pillow a well-
deserved break, venture out to Kinda Sketchy’s perfor-

mance “The People You Should Be Dating” at 9 p.m., Feb. 14 at 
the RMC Grand Hall. Also, if you’re the artsy type, follow up your 

Valentine’s Day at CelebrateArt, an event organized by stu-
dents to encourage creativity on campus. There will 

be student artwork, performances and other 
creative activities. 

Stay on Campus
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by Chloe Tula
Thresher Staff

This past week, a new radio show, 
titled Shepherd Soundings, made its 
debut on KTRU. This weekly show 
focuses on the students and faculty 
of the Shepherd School of Music, fea-
turing broadcasts of Shepherd School 
Symphony and Chamber Orchestra 
concerts followed by Student Spot-
lights and Faculty Features, consist-
ing of interviews and solo or small 
ensemble performances. 

The inaugural broadcast included 
the Symphony Orchestra’s perfor-
mances of Mahler’s Symphony No. 5 
and the world premiere of “The Eve-
ning Shadow” by Shepherd alumnus 
Christopher Walczak.

Shepherd Soundings is the brain-
child of Noah Hardaway, a 17-year-old 
homeschooled pianist. Hardaway be-
came a KTRU DJ in the spring of 2013, 
and he hosts the new weekly show.

Hardaway said a similar show 
hosted by alumna Joelle Zigman 

(Brown ’12) in years past was in need 
of revival. 

“The world needs to know about 
the great Shepherd School of Music,” 
Hardaway said. “I decided that this 
would be the way to do it.” 

While the previous show fea-
tured live broadcasts of Shepherd 
concerts, Shepherd Soundings airs 
performances after they occur in or-
der to conform to a regular weekly 
schedule.

Hardaway said the show is plac-
ing emphasis on the school’s two 
orchestras. 

“I really decided to focus on the 
orchestral program,” Hardaway said. 
“That is the crown jewel of the Shep-
herd School.”

According to Hardaway, the show 
is a way for listeners outside of the 
Houston area to hear the orchestras 
and other performances. Alumni, 
students’ families and prospective 
students are target audiences, Hard-
away said. 

Hardaway said that in addition to 
the performance broadcasts, inter-
views with students and faculty will 
act as a window into the life of a mu-
sic student.

“It will bring a heightened under-
standing of what it means to recreate 
music, especially the challenging 
music,” Hardaway said.

Martel College junior flutist Chris-
ten Sparago said she is optimistic 
about the show shedding light on the 
life of Shepherd School students.

 “I’m excited that KTRU listeners 
will have an opportunity to listen to 
Shepherd concerts and hopefully be 
inspired by the music we spend so 
much time studying and preparing,” 
Sparago said.

Shepherd Soundings airs each 
Tuesday from 6-8 p.m. at ktru.com.

The world needs to 
know about the great 
Shepherd School of 
Music. I decided that 
this would be the way 
to do it.

Noah Hardaway
KTRU DJ and local pianist

New KTRU show spotlights 
Shepherd School of Music

Actors dance in a scene from Sid Richardson’s new musical Star Geeks, which pre-
miered Feb. 7. Star Geeks is the love story of Mary Sue Swan (Duncan junior Laurel 
Bingman) and Daniel George (Sid Rich sophomore Alex Nunez-Thompson).  

Star Geeks to con-
tinue Feb. 13-15

lessons by means of wrestling and 
drinking, but even here, Kozelek’s 
prolific storytelling remains in-
tact; “Your kid goes to the public 
Berkeley school with one black kid 
/ My kid goes to the public school, 
came home with cracked ribs.” 
The title track, “Benji,” also covers 
slightly varied territory: a stream-
of-consciousness melody about 
Kozelek attending a Postal Service 
concert and failing to meet up with 
his friend and frontman Ben Gib-
bard afterward, all while battling a  
midlife crisis.

Listening to the record all the 
way through gives a sense of conti-
nuity regarding the details in vari-
ous stories. When Kozelek mentions 
his uncle’s death in a fire in “Ca-
rissa,” he follows up with the story 
two tracks later. The last time he 
saw Carissa was at a funeral for a 
family friend and former bandmate 
Brett, whose death is explained on 
“Michaeline.” We learn that Kozelek 
found out about Brett’s death while 
on tour in Sweden and Norway, the 
same place he goes back to when he 
learns about the killing spree of 2011 
at a Norwegian summer camp. These 
interlocking details give the album 
an additional sense of realism; an 
astute listener can actually trace 

the entire arc and timeline through 
which Kozelek wrote these songs.

Does the album work? Yes and no. 
The songs only reveal themselves to 
those who choose to actively listen, and 
without them, it is simply guitar music. 
I imagine Benji could be extremely ther-
apeutic. If someone needs to really feel 
for a while, Benji will do the job. But 
past that, the album is merely pleasant 
to listen to, if not a bit long-winded and 
repetitive. It is an astounding, impres-
sive body of work, but only innovates 
in the lyrical sense, a rarity for modern 
music. Still, Kozelek’s dedication to the 
craft cannot be understated, and with 
Benji, he has cemented himself as one 
of modern music’s most prolific artists 
and best storytellers.

0BeNJi
 from page 6
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 This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser

Ender’s Game

After taking several decades to get to the big screen, and despite featuring an awards-cali-
ber cast including Ben Kingsley (Iron Man 3) and Viola Davis (The Help), this movie disappointed 
at the box office. Based on the acclaimed science-fiction novel by Orson Scott Card, the film 
features Asa Butterfield (Hugo) as a boy sent to an elite military school in space to prepare for 
an impending alien invasion. Bonus features include deleted and extended scenes, audio com-
mentaries and a behind-the-scenes documentary.

Robocop

This reboot of the 1980s sci-fi franchise stars Joel Kinnaman (The Killing) as 
the titular cyborg officer. After a multinational conglomerate develops successful 
military drone technology, it attempts to bring its product into domestic markets and 
develops a way for a critically injured policeman to pilot the program. The film, the 
fourth in the series, also stars action film veterans Samuel L. Jackson (The Avengers) 
and Gary Oldman (The Dark Knight Rises). PG-13. 117 minutes.

Courtesy Columbia

In ThEATErs

DVD

In ThEATErs

Courtesy summit entertainment

About Last Night

Fresh off his recent success with Ride Along, Kevin Hart returns to theaters op-
posite Michael Ealy (Think Like A Man) and Regina Hall (The Best Man Holiday) in a 
modern update of the 1986 film based on the David Mamet play Sexual Perversity 
in Chicago. The film follows two couples as they learn to navigate the challenges 
of being in a relationship and maintaining friendships, often with hilarious conse-
quences. PG-13. 100 minutes.

Courtesy sCreen gems

Voices 
Phantogram

The second studio album from acclaimed electronic rock duo Phantogram follows 
several EP releases and performances at festivals ranging from Coachella to Bonna-
roo to Lollapalooza, as well as exposure in films such as Pitch Perfect and The Hunger 
Games: Catching Fire. Phantogram’s sound of electric guitar-heavy rhythms blended 
with techno beats returns on this collection of 11 original tracks that is sure to appeal 
to fans new and old.

Courtesy republiC

Album
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Men’s basketball defeats North Texas
by Dan Elledge

Sports Editor

The Rice University men’s basketball team 
showed some positive results at Tudor Field-
house over the weekend with a 75-70 win 
against the University of North Texas on Thurs-
day, Feb. 6. Rice missed its chance to complete 
the sweep at home, falling 66-56 to the Univer-
sity Tulsa on Saturday, Feb. 8. Rice is now 7-16 
overall with a 2-8 record in Conference USA. 
The Owls only have one game this week, head-
ing on the road to play at Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity on Saturday, Feb. 15 in Ruston, La.

Head Coach Ben Braun said the Owls played 
their best half of the season against the Mean 
Green. He was appreciative of their effort both 
offensively and defensively. He said this consis-
tency is needed the rest of the season in order to 
pile up more wins.

“It was a great win for our team,” Braun 
said. “We got off to a great start, one of the best 
starts for the season both offensively and defen-
sively …. Our team carried us through and made 
some big plays in the second half. [Freshman 

forward Sean Obi] brought us energy off of the 
bench. It was a good team effort for our team to 
play against North Texas and get the win.”

With only one game this week, Rice is focus-
ing on its conditioning in practice. Braun said 
it is important to be fit for the entire 40 minutes 
since games can come down to the last few pos-
sessions and learning to make free throws at 
the end is crucial for success.

“Conditioning is important,” Braun said. 
“Most of the time, you are shooting free throws 
when you are tired. That’s going to be our chal-
lenge. [We need to] keep our guys conditioned 
when competing. We want to throw some ad-
versity during practice so they have that feeling 
of playing through fatigue in crunch time.”

Sophomore guard Max Guercy said the team 
needs to make sure their bodies are in the best 
shape at this point in the season. Guercy said it 
is important for the players to get enough rest.

“We obviously have to stay in shape,” Guer-
cy said. “We know with this part of the season 
we need to rest and take care of our bodies.”

Louisiana Tech is near the top of the C-USA 
standings, with a 20-5 overall record and a 8-2 

record in C-USA play. Guercy said the team has 
to translate their positive results at home to the 
hostile road environment. If the team can hit 
on all cylinders, it can put out an upset, Guercy 
said.

“I think we have to stay focused,” Guercy 
said. “We are doing a good job at home. With 
the crowd, it helps. For [Louisiana Tech] this 
weekend, they are obviously a great team and 
one of the best in the conference. We need to do 
what we did here and transition to [Louisiana 
Tech] on Saturday.”

Braun said the game against Louisiana Tech 
will be a difficult matchup. He said the Owls 
have to be ready for their aggressive style of 
play and their loud, home crowd. If the players 
can handle that, a win is not out of the ques-
tion, Braun said.

“[Louisiana Tech] is going to be a challenge 
for us especially at their place,” Braun said. 
“They play outstanding basketball at home. 
They will pressure and are athletic. We will see 
how the year plays out, but they could be the 
top team in our league. It’s going to be a [major] 
challenge for our team.”

by Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

The Rice University women’s tennis team 
fell 6-1 to Baylor University last Saturday, 
Feb. 8. Junior Natalie Beazant earned the 
Owls’ only win. The Owls have lost their last 
three games to the University of Texas, Aus-
tin; Stanford University; and Baylor, all of 
which are ranked in the top 20.

This weekend, Rice will try to end its los-
ing streak against McNeese State University 
on Saturday, Feb. 15 at Jake Hess Tennis Sta-
dium. McNeese State currently has an overall 
record of 2-1, while the Owls are 2-3.

Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt said Bay-
lor came out hard last weekend and played 
a better game. She said the Owls wanted the 
wins but were just unable to pick them up 
due to Baylor’s pressure.

“[Baylor] played better than us today from 
start to finish,” Schmidt said. “It would have 
been nice to grab a couple of those tight first 
sets, but Baylor did a good job making an ex-
tra ball and putting the pressure on us.”

Schmidt said that this week, Rice will sim-
ply focus on improving, and the team will work 
hard at practice to clean up any messy playing.

“We’ll get back to work [this week] and 
continue to get better,” Schmidt said.

Schmidt said the team still firmly believes 
in their ability to compete with elite teams 
and emerge victorious. She said the Owls can 
definitely give any team a fight.

“I still believe that we can play with any-
one in the country,” Schmidt said. “We just 
need to trust ourselves and have confidence.”

Senior Dominique Harmath also said Rice 
has a lot of fight. She said the players know 
they have the capacity to win these matches 
against high-profile players.

“I was extremely impressed with the 
fight everyone showed,” Harmath said. “We 
know we are good, and we know we can do 
great things.”

After the game against McNeese State, 
Rice will head to Montgomery, Ala., where it 
will take part in the Blue Gray National Ten-
nis Classic the weekend of Feb. 22.

Schmidt said winning is a top priority. 
She said being competitive is not enough; the 
team’s goal is to play hard and win. Schmidt 
said she hopes the defeats will make the 
Owls even more determined to attain victo-
ries in the coming weeks.

“You want to go out and be competitive in 
every match, but the bottom line is we also 
want to win,” Schmidt said. “We can take 
some positives from this, but I hope it makes 
us hungrier, so we can put seven points on 
the board.”

Women’s tennis 
drops match 

against Baylor 
on the road

I still believe that we can 
play with anyone in the 
country. We just need to 
trust ourselves and have 
confidence.

Elizabeth Schmidt
Head Coach

Sean Chu/ThreSher
Freshman center Andrew Drone dunks the ball against the University of Tulsa on Saturday, Feb. 8. The Owls lost 66-56 to the Golden Hurricane, 
falling to 7-16 overall and 2-8 in C-USA play. The Owls only have one game this week; they will travel to Ruston, La. to play Louisiana Tech.

       VS. MCNEESE STATE
When and Where

Saturday 12 p.m., Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium

Preview
McNeese State is 2-1 on the season with 
wins over the University of Texas-El Paso 
and the University of Texas at Arlington. 
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games this week

Women’s 
basketball 

at Tulsa
7 p.m., Tulsa, Okla.

Sports Calendar
Baseball

at Stanford                    
6:30 p.m., Palo Alto, 

Calif.

Women’s 
tennis

vs. McNeese State Uni-
versity, 12 p.m.                              

    Jake Hess Tennis Stadium

Women’s 
basketball

vs. University of Texas, 
San Antonio, 2 p.m., Tudor      

Fieldhouse

Men’s 
basketball

at Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity, 7 p.m., Ruston, La.

Women’s 
track

at Texas A&M Invita-
tional, College Station

Men’s golf

Rice Intercollegiate,
Houston

Baseball

vs. Texas State University, 
4:30 p.m., Reckling Park

12 14 15

15 15 17 18

15
Women’s basketball trav-

els to Tulsa to play the Gold-
en Hurricane. The Owls are 
trying to end their five-game 
losing streak and improve 
their record from 3-6 in con-
ference play.

Baseball opens its 
2014 season against 
Stanford University. 
The Owls begin the 
season ranked No. 15 
in the nation.

Women’s tennis returns 
to Jake Hess Tennis Sta-
dium, looking for a win 
against McNeese State to 
improve its record to 3-3 for 
the season. 

Women’s basketball con-
tinues its road trip with a vis-
it to the University of Texas, 
San Antonio. The Roadrun-
ners are a new addition to 
Conference USA. 

Women’s track heads to 
the Texas A&M Invitational 
over the weekend.

Men’s golf hosts the Rice 
Intercollegiate Invitational 
starting Monday, Feb. 17 and 
continuing Tuesday, Feb. 18.

Baseball plays its 
first home game of the 
season against Texas 
State University. The 
Owls follow that up 
with a home game 
against Houston on 
Wednesday, Feb. 19.

Men’s basketball 
travels to Louisiana Tech 
for a primetime battle. 
The Bulldogs are 20-5 
overall and 8-2 in C-USA. 
Rice looks to win on the 
road in conference for 
the first time this season.

be a star player

THRESHER 
SPORTS
become the next 
SPORTS EDITOR

email
dke1@rice.edu
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by Michael Kidd
Thresher Staff

The Rice University women’s basketball team 
traveled to Murfreesboro, Tenn. on Saturday, Feb. 
8 to play No. 25 Middle Tennessee State University. 
The Owls were defeated 65-54 by the Blue Raiders 
and have now lost a season-high five games in a 
row. Rice shot 34 percent from the field and com-
mitted 16 turnovers in the contest. 

Senior forward Jessica Kuster scored 15 points 
and grabbed 10 rebounds to lead the Owls. This 
double-double gave Kuster a total of 60 in her time 
at Rice, and she is currently tied for second in this 
category in Conference USA history. Three other 
Owls scored in double digits in this game, includ-
ing 11 bench points for sophomore forward Megan 
Palmer. After starting 3-1 in C-USA play, the Owls 
have slipped to 10-12 overall and 3-6 in conference 
with seven regular season games remaining.

Head Coach Greg Williams said the Owls 
played well defensively at Middle Tennessee, but 
the offense struggled. He said the game was an ex-
citing battle between two of the best scorers in all 
of women’s basketball.

“We did a very good defensive job on Ebony 
Rowe, holding her to 12 points,” Williams said. “It 
was a classic matchup between two players who 
have averaged a double-double [over their entire 
careers].”

Williams said his team will get back on the 
winning track with a few adjustments offensively.

“We are struggling to score, and until we 
get more consistency from more players, we 
will find each game a big challenge,” Williams 
said. “Our league is very competitive, and our 
margin of error is very tight. Our defense has 
been keeping us in games, but we have to 
shoot the ball better to get back on the win-
ning track.”

Palmer said she does not believe the final out-
come against Middle Tennessee was indicative of 
how the Owls played.

“We knew we needed to come out and do all 
the little things, such as hustling for loose balls, 
rebounding and communicating on the court,” 
Parker said. “I believe that we did a great job with 
these things, but we just couldn’t get our shots to 
fall. The score does not reflect how hard we fought 
in this game.”

Palmer said the coaching staff has been tell-
ing her and her fellow teammates to keep working 
hard despite the losing streak. The teams with the 
most heart are the ones that come out on top every 
week, Parker said.

“The message from all of the coaches is to keep 
working hard,” Palmer said. “The teams that work 
the hardest and play with the most heart are go-
ing to win. Right now, we can only learn from our 
losses and move on.”

The Owls are scheduled to play the University 
of Tulsa on the road Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 7 p.m. 
Tulsa is 10-10 overall and 4-5 in C-USA play. Last 
year, the teams played twice in the regular season 
and split the series.

Palmer said there is a rivalry between Rice and 
Tulsa, and she wants the Owls to secure the win 
in order to break the team’s losing streak and get 
some revenge.

“There is definitely a bit of rivalry there 
due to the fact that they ended our season 
last year by beating us in the conference tour-
nament,” Palmer said. “This is a game where 
we need to go into their building, play hard 
and get some revenge.”

Women’s basketball loses to MTSU

by Luke Samora
Thresher Staff

The men’s tennis team continued their 
road trip by visiting Evanston, Ill. to face 
Northwestern University and Cornell Uni-
versity. On Friday, Feb. 7, the Owls lost 4-0 
to Northwestern while on Saturday, Feb. 8, 
the Owls lost to Cornell 6-1. The Owls have a 
two-week break ahead of them and will not 
play another match until they take on the 
University of Louisiana, Lafayette on Sun-
day, Feb. 23 at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

Head Coach Efe Ustundag said it is al-
ways hard to play on the road on consecu-
tive weekends.

“Playing on the road back-to-back is al-
ways challenging,” Ustundag said. “[How-
ever], there was no crowd noise this week 
that could have impacted our players’ per-
formances.”

Ustundag said that while the team had 
some great individual performances, they 
were not enough to keep the Owls from los-
ing both matches.

“What happened this past weekend 
was slightly similar to the weekend be-
fore,” Ustundag said. “We had some great 
performances by a few of our players, but 
there were not enough of them to change 
the outcome of either game.”

Ustundag said he is looking forward to 
the two-week break in hopes of preparing 
the team for the rest of its matches.

“This two-week break is much needed,” 
Ustundag said. “We lost four matches in a 
row to nationally ranked teams, and we feel 
like we could have won a couple of them. 
We have to find ways to improve our mental 
toughness and make less unforced errors in 
key games. Two weeks of good, hard prac-
tices will shape the rest of the season.” 

Sophomore Adam Gustafsson provided 
the Owls with their only point of the week-
end, winning 6-2, 6-5 against Jason Luu of 
Cornell. Sophomore Tommy Bennett also 
had a one-set lead over Sam Shropshire in 
the Northwestern match before the Wild-
cats sealed the victory.

Freshman Zack Yablon said this week-
end did not help the team mentally, espe-
cially after having lost both of its matches 
the weekend before against Mississippi 
State University and Texas Tech University.

“I think this weekend was a bit demor-
alizing for us, especially since we had 
played nationally ranked teams in the past 
closely,” Yablon said. “It just seemed like a 
step in the wrong direction for us.”

Yablon said it will take even more work 
to finally get a satisfying victory against a 
highly ranked opponent.

“We just have to keep working harder at 
everything,” Yablon said. “Both the coach-
es and players need to improve. From the 
warm-ups to games, everything has to im-
prove, and I’m sure it will. We just have to 
get that first big win as a team, and I think 
once we do, this team can do some serious 
damage with confidence.”

After the two-week break, the team will 
play the University of Louisiana, Lafayette 
at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. The Ragin Ca-
juns have a 5-2 record this season, with loss-
es against Baylor University and Texas A&M 
University, both nationally ranked teams.

Men’s tennis 
struggles on the 
road in Illinois

Courtesy riCe AthletiCs DepArtment
Junior Rachel Moody swims the breaststroke during a meet earlier this season. After setting the Rice school 
record in 100-yard breaststroke (1:01.71) during the University of Houston quad meet, Moody also won the 
200-yard breaststroke with a time of 2:15.27 to qualify for the NCAA provisionals. With her Rice record, 
Moody was named Division I Swimmer of the Week by the Swimming World News on Wednesday, Feb. 5. 

Courtesy  BrADley lAmBert/mtsu
Senior forward Jessica Kuster reaches for the ball during a game against Middle Tennessee State University on Saturday, Feb. 8. The Owls lost 
65-54 to the Blue Raiders. The Owls are on the road, playing at the University of Tulsa on Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 7 p.m.

We just have to keep work-
ing harder at everything, 
both the coaches and 
players need to improve, 
and I’m sure it will. We just 
have to get that first big 
win as a team, and I think, 
once we do, this team can 
do some serious damage 
with confidence.

Zach Yablon
Martel ’17

Rachel Moody named 
Swimmer of the Week
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WANTED
Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Start-
ing pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. 
Flexible schedules. We provide all 
training, all training is paid, and we 
pay for travel. Email your resume to 
rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

Varsity Tutors has many students 
seeking smart tutors for math, sci-

ence, languages, all other subjects 
and test prep. Competitive pay and 
make your own schedule. Only only 
applications will be considered.
Please apply at: http://www.varsity-
tutors.com/houston-tutoring-jobs

Tutors needed immediately! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for Middle & High 
School Math, Natural & Social Sci-
ence, Foreign Language, and Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation 

required. Pay $25-40/hr based on ex-
perience. Contact 832-428-8330 and 
email resume to siyengar777@gmail.
com

Looking for reliable, loving, en-
ergetic part-time help for 3 small 
children: twins (4) and toddler (2). 
Weekdays, 2:00 until 5:00 or 6:00 p.m. 
Driving required. Galleria area. 
Contact Sarah at 713-651- 0100

Looking for tutor for continuing 
education iPhone Photography class 
at Rice for adult with Auditory Pro-
cessing Disorder. Attend classes 
with student on Thursdays from 
9:30AM - 11:30AM beginning 2/27/14 
thru 4/10/14 as well as additional tu-
toring outside of class. Please sub-
mit resume to mrossmiles@hotmail.
com.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
12 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

The Backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For any comments or questions, contact ajw3@rice.edu or purple@rice.edu.
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ROUNDING OUT THE ROSTER

Name Position Year B/T Hometown
Michael Aquino Outfield Senior  R/R The Woodlands
Leon Byrd Infield/Outfield Sophomore  S/R Cypress
Keenan Cook Outfield Senior  L/R The Woodlands
Matt Ditman Pitcher Sophomore  R/R Richmond
Andrew Dunlap Pitcher Freshman  R/R Houston
Jon Duplantier Pitcher Freshman  L/R Katy
Skyler Ewing                  Infield/Catcher              Junior                    R/R          Arlington
Blake Fox Infield/Pitcher Sophomore  L/L Bellaire
Shane Hoelscher Infield Senior  R/R Belton  
Hunter Kopycinski Catcher Sophomore  R/R Houston
Zech Lemond Pitcher Junior  R/R Houston
Connor Mason Pitcher Junior  R/R Suwanee, Ga.
Kevin McCanna Pitcher/Util. Sophomore  L/R The Woodlands
Ryan McCarthy Pitcher Sophomore  R/R Plano
Chase McDowell           Pitcher/Outfield           Senior                    L/R          College Station
Max McElligott Pitcher Freshman  L/L Friendswood
Holt McNair Pitcher RS Senior  L/L Austin

Starting Lineup 2014
A closer look at this season’s stacked roster  
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Name Position Year B/T Hometown
Andrew Murphy            Catcher                            Junior                    R/R          Schreveport, La.
Austin Orewiler Pitcher Sophomore  R/R Galveston
Nick Orewiler Pitcher Freshman  R/R Galveston  
Beau Rathjen Outfield Sophomore  R/R Houston
John Clay Reeves Catcher Junior  R/R Monroe, La.
Evan Rutter Pitcher Junior  R/R Spring
Brian Smith Outfield Senior  R/R Cypress
Caleb Smith Pitcher Sophomore  R/R Austin
Ford Stainback Infield Junior  S/R Dallas
Jordan Stephens Pitcher Junior  R/R Alvin
Kirby Taylor Infield/Outfield Junior  R/R Bellaire
Connor Teykl Infield/Pitcher Sophomore  L/R Sugar Land
Trevor Teykl Pitcher Junior  R/R Sugar Land
Charlie Warren Outfield/Pitcher Freshman  L/R The Woodlands
John Williamson Outfield/Pitcher Junior  L/L Houston
Dayne Wunderlich Outfield Freshman  R/R Brenham
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Team Profiles
Junior pitcher Zech Lemond and Head Coach Wayne Graham 
give their takes on the team’s upcoming season.

Dante zakhiDov/thresher

courtesy rice athletics
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by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

After a relatively quiet freshman season, ju-
nior Zech Lemond jumped into the national spot-
light his sophomore year with a 7-2 record, 2.02 
ERA and 14 saves. His team-low ERA earned him 
Third-Team All American honors along with All 
First-Team Conference USA and the Dell Morgan 
Award as the Owls’ Most Valuable Player.

Lemond said he is thankful for all of the hon-
ors he has received, but it does not change the 
way he goes out on the mound. He said he still 
has room to grow and needs to keep working to 
get better. 

“I don’t look into any of the stats,” Lemond 
said. “I don’t look at any of the accolades or any-
thing and just thank people when they tell me. 
I’m still trying to get to the next level. I’m not go-
ing to be satisfied where I am.”

Even with the loss of starters Austin Kubitza 
(Martel ’14) and John Simms (Jones ’14), Lemond 
will remain in the bullpen to close games for Rice.  
With closing, Lemond said he keeps the same 
mindset every time he comes out to pitch. To him, 
all the outs are the same.

“Every game I come out, I feel the same way,” 
Lemond said. “I come out and feel like it is just 
pitching. I do it everyday in the bullpen. I do it 
all the time in fall ball. I’m coming out here to get 
these guys out and come out with the win.”

In his first two years at Rice, Lemond has 
leaned on three pitches: his fastball, change-up 
and curveball. He talked about the potential ad-
dition of a slider, but he said it is not developed 
enough and needs more work.

“This fall, I came out with four pitches: a fast-
ball, slider, curveball and change-up, but last 
year, I just went with a fastball, curveball and 
change-up,” Lemond said. “This spring, I may 
just stick with the three pitches because I don’t 
want to go in-season working on the slider.”

Lemond talked about how the success of 
his pitching depends on his fastball. He said if 
he is accurate with his fastball, it can throw off 
the hitters on his curveball and change-up. He 
said that was how he piled up so many strike-
outs (71) last season.

“Everything starts with the fastball, so that is 
my favorite pitch because it sets everything else 
up,” Lemond said. “If someone is sitting on your 

fastball, then they cannot hit your curve or your 
change-up, and so moving the fastball in and out 
helps everything.”

Since Lemond is an upperclassman now, he 
feels his role on the team has changed. Lemond 
said that as a freshman and sophomore, he lis-
tened to others for guidance. Now, he has to be 
one of the leaders and help out others if they need 
it. He said he likes to lead by example more than 
screaming or getting in people’s faces.

“As of right now, I kind of see myself as a lead-
er,” Lemond said. “I don’t lead in the typical type 
of way: get in your face and pump you up. I go 
out there and do my job …. I’m trying to lead by 
example more than anything.”

Lemond said it is an honor to play for Head 
Coach Wayne Graham. He said Graham can be 
funny but cares mostly about winning. To avoid 
getting in his doghouse, Lemond said there has 
to be 100 percent effort every practice and every 
game from each player.

“Behind the scenes, Graham is kind of a 
character,” Lemond said. “He has one-liner 
jokes. He is cracking jokes all over the place, 
but in the heat of the moment, he can get in-
tense. You can hear from the stands when he 
starts reaming us …. He’s an awesome guy off 
the field for sure, and on the field, he is all 
about winning. If you put in the work on the 
field, he will be your best friend.”

The Owls have not been to the College World 
Series since the 2008 season. Rice nearly made 
it back last year before losing to North Carolina 
State University in the super regionals. Lemond 
said that experience will benefit them and make 
them a resilient team. He envisions a trip to Oma-
ha thanks to the strong team chemistry.

“Coming into the start of this season, it does 
not feel like there is that much weight on the 
pitching staff because [of the hitters’ increased 
level of confidence],” Lemond said. “With that 
and [the balance between pitching and hitting], 
it is going to help the whole team flow better. 
The team chemistry is stronger, which will give 
us a better chance of making it to Omaha com-
pared to last year.”

Lemond and the Owls kick off their season 
Friday, Feb. 14 at Stanford University in Palo 
Alto, CA. Rice’s first home game is 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 18 in Reckling Park against Texas 
State University.

by Miles Kruppa
Thresher Editorial Staff

After losing in the NCAA super regionals 
to North Carolina State University, Rice base-
ball looks to rebound and finish the 2014 
season in Omaha.

Head Coach Wayne Graham said the super 
regional loss will motivate returning players 
to go further in the postseason.

“Our guys realized how good they could 
have been,” Graham said. “They were good, 
but they realized they could have been even 
better, and most of those guys are back, so in 
that sense, it was really educational.”

Graham said the Owls’ loss hinged on a 
few untimely defensive plays.

“We didn’t play as good of defense as we 
were capable of playing,” Graham said. “We 
pitched well, and we actually hit well, but we 
just had a bad defensive series. We had six 
or seven plays we should have made — they 
didn’t even go as errors, but they were plays we 
normally make, and you’ve got to make them.”

Graham said he has been focusing on 
making players’ movement more efficient, 
which combined with improved hitting, he 
thinks will lead to better results.

“We’re working on reducing the wrong 
moves and reinforcing the right moves and 
increasing economy of motion,” Graham 
said. “We think we have a chance to be bet-
ter defensively and we certainly, because of 
experience, coaching and hard work, have a 
chance to be a better hitting team. I think, in 
general, we have a chance to be better than 
last year because of experience.”

Graham said the decision to switch soph-
omore Leon Byrd from center field to short-
stop will be a key factor in the Owls’ defen-
sive improvements.

“Byrd has a chance to be better, and mov-
ing him to shortstop is his natural position 
because he has all the tools,” Graham said. 
“We know he has the skills down — he’s 

quick, he’s got a really good arm — he’s got 
all the ingredients. If he’s ready at shortstop, 
that will be a big key.”

Graham said the pitching staff, with ju-
niors Jordan Stephens and Zech Lemond, will 
be one of the team’s strengths.

“Stephens and Lemond are front-line 
guys,” Graham said. “It wouldn’t be a stretch 
at all to rate Stephens and Lemond in the top 
15 pitchers in college baseball.”

However, Graham said it will take time 
to sort out the weekend starters and that the 
rest of the lineup will fall in place from there. 

“The key is going to be which of these 
pitchers evolve into the roles we need them 
to evolve into,” Graham said. “We’ve got one 
[starter] that we know, and we’ve got anoth-
er that we think highly of in Billy McCanna 
because he’s pitching so well. He added a 
hard slider, and when you throw it right, it’s 
unhittable, so he has a chance to be a good 
weekend guy.  A bunch of the others have a 
possibility of being in there — Ditman, Du-
plantier, McDowell, Fox. We’ve got six op-
tions to field three weekend spots, and then 
the midweek guys will come out of the guys 
that don’t fill it, and of those six, some of 
them may play relief roles, too.”

Graham said that, if all the pieces fall into 
place, the team has a shot at reaching the Col-
lege World Series.

“I think we’ve got an excellent chance to 
go to Omaha,” Graham said. “Some of the 
pieces have got to fit together — it always does 
— but the team may be perceived to have the 
some of the best talent in the country.”

Graham said the team’s positive attitude in 
practice bodes well for the outcome of the season.

“Right now, this team appears to have 
great chemistry,” Graham said. “A very good 
example of that was yesterday, when it was a 
45- to 48 degree day out there and we played 
10 innings. Nobody [wanted] it to end. They 
were just having a good time playing base-
ball. That’s a good sign.”

Graham forcasts return to CWS

Lemond leads pitching staff



2014 Freshman Players
This season, the Owls welcome six new freshmen to the team.
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Ht/Wt          6’4’’/210 lbs.
B/T          L/R

MAX

MCELLIGOTT
Left-Handed Pitcher

“I’m very excited for the 
season and for being able to 
play alongside a lot of great 
teammates and friends of 
mine.”

Friendswood, Texas

Ht/Wt          6’0’’/185 lbs.
B/T          L/L

JON

DUPLANTIER
Right-Handed Pitcher

“In fact, I’m too excited. It’s my 
first collegiate season, and I 
can hardly wait.”

Katy, Texas

DAYNE

WUNDERLICH
Outfielder

“I’m pumped for this year 
because it is a new team for me 
and a new year. Hopefully we 
can play great baseball and get 
to Omaha.”

Brenham, Texas

Ht/Wt         N/A /195 lbs.
B/T          R/R

NICK

OREWILER
Right-Handed Pitcher

“I am very excited for this year 
because I feel we have a solid 
club that could make a deep 
postseason run.”

Galveston,Texas

Ht/Wt          6’3’’/185 lbs.
B/T          R/R

CHARLIE

WARREN
Centerfielder

“I’m super excited for the 
season. I can’t wait to go play 
at Stanford and hopefully 
bring back some W’s.”

The Woodlands, Texas

Ht/Wt          6’2’’/185 lbs.
B/T          L/R

ANDREW

DUNLAP
Pitcher/Designated Hitter

“I’m about as excited as a 
9-year-old at 8 a.m. Christmas 
morning. Simple as that.”

Houston, Texas

Ht/Wt          5’11’’/215 lbs.
B/T          R/R

Baseball America Top 25 Conference USA Opponents 

California State University, Fullerton1

 Rice University

Florida State University5

Oklahoma State University

Oregon State University3

University of Miami, Fla.

Indiana University7

University of Florida

University of California, Los Angeles9

Texas A&M University

University of Oregon11

University of Texas, Austin

University of Virginia2

Clemson University

Louisiana State University6

Arizona State University

Mississippi State  University4

Kansas State University

North Carolina State University8

Texas Christian University

Vanderbilt University10

University of Louisiana, Lafayette

University of South Carolina12

University of Louisville14

18

16

20

22

24

15

19

17

21

23

25

University# University of North Carolina13

East  Carolina University

Middle Tennessee State 
University

Florida Atlantic University

University of North Carolina, 
Charlotte

Old Dominion University

Tulane University

Marshall University

University of Alabama, 
Birmingham

University of Texas, 
San Antonio

Louisiana Tech University

University of Southern
 Mississippi

Florida International 
University

Ht/Wt          6’4’’/210 lbs.
B/T          L/R
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