
New public art pieces 
commemorate Hermann 
Park’s centennial.

See A&E p. 6

Muslim life at Rice
Maha Aziz praises Rice 
for its openness and 
understanding about 
Islamic faith.

see Ops p. 5

It’s a new record
Senior Jessica Kuster 
breaks Rice women’s 
basketball record for 
career scoring.

see Sports p. 9

Sunday in the 
park with art

Volume CI, Issue No. 17 studeNt-RuN sINCe 1916 wedNesday, FebRuaRy 5, 2014

Student initiative saves 100 Days SA releases 
language 
class survey

by TINa NazeRIaN
ThResheR StaFF

The Student Association Aca-
demics Committee is currently gaug-
ing student interest on implementing 
a system for undergraduates to peti-
tion to create language classes Rice 
does not currently offer, according to 
Academics Committee New Student 
Representative Brett Gutstein. 

“Rice currently offers courses 
in 12 languages to undergraduate 
students: Arabic, Chinese, French, 
German, Hebrew, Hindi, Italian, Jap-
anese, Korean, Portuguese, Russian 
and Spanish,” Gutstein, a Lovett 
College freshman, said. “While 
Rice’s language programs and op-
portunities are already robust and 
enriching, many institutions of the 
same caliber as Rice offer double 
that amount or have systematic pro-
grams that allow students to study 
languages not offered.”

Gutstein said he has spoken with 
the administration in the Center for 
Languages and Intercultural Com-
munication and determined what he 
thinks the system could look like at 
Rice if approved. 

A possible model for the system 
at Rice could be similar to the Group 
Independent Study in language at 
Brown University, Gutstein said. 

“A group of students would work 
with a current faculty member or 
graduate student capable of teach-
ing the language to create a syllabus 
and plan of study for courses over 
the next few semesters,” Gutstein 
said. “However, this system would 
be slightly limiting because it would 
require that a Rice faculty member 
or graduate student be capable of 
and willing to teach a language not 
offered.”

Gutstein said he thinks the ideal 
model for Rice’s system would be 
akin to Stanford’s special language 
program. 

“A group of five or more Rice 
students would commit to taking a 
language not currently offered for at 
least two semesters and petition the 
university to teach it,” Gutstein said. 
“Rice might then consider whether 
or not to hire a professor or adjunct 
lecturer to teach the class if funding 
is available.”

While Rice may not be as big as 
some of its peer institutions, this 
system would allow Rice to provide 
students with a similar experience in 
language education, Gutstein said. 

“With a system in which students 
could petition for the creation of new 
language classes, Rice could teach 
the same less-popular languages 
that its peer institutions do but with-
out having to spend the resources 
required to create entirely new de-
partments and permanent classes,” 
Gutstein said. “This system would 
also significantly enrich Rice stu-
dents’ study of global cultures and 
act as a marketable asset for Rice as 
an institution to both prospective 
students and employers.”

0see language, page 4

by SoFI HebeRt
FoR the ThResheR

Rice University is seeing a change 
in how 100 Days, the senior party that 
marks the number of days remaining 
in the semester, is coordinated. The an-
nual event will be held Thursday, Feb. 
6 at Under the Volcano and is student-

led, according to Student Association 
President Yoonjin Min.

After a conversation with Dean of 
Undergraduates John Hutchinson, Min 
said she and the college presidents de-
cided to make the event a student-led 
activity.

“We got some historical perspective 
from him and learned that 100 Days 

originally was held at a random bar, 
with no university support or plan-
ning,” Min said.

According to Sid Richardson Col-
lege President Caitlin Devereaux, Min 
is one of several campus-wide seniors 
who have taken it upon themselves to 
ensure the event takes place. Devereaux 
said 100 Days is no longer being funded 

by the Office of Alumni Affairs because 
Alumni Affairs felt that the event did 
not fit within their mission. 

One of the proposals from college 
presidents was to combine 100 Days 
with Rondolet, the spring formal dance 
run by the Rice Program Council, De-
veraux said. However, RPC President 

Brown College sophomore Ben Hamm Conard draws laughs during a performance by Rice’s improv comedy 
group Spontaneous Combustion. The event, entitled the Superb Owl Bowl in honor of Super Bowl weekend, 
took place on Friday, Jan. 31 at Willy’s Pub.

Superb Owl Bowl 
wins lots of laughs

Survey set to evaluate  academic experience
by ANIta Alem

ThResheR StaFF

The University Committee on Un-
dergraduate Curriculum, the Office of 
the Registrar, the Office of Institutional 
Effectiveness and the Student Associa-
tion collaborated during the fall semes-
ter and over winter break to create a 
survey that evaluates current academic 
policies and will lead to recommending 
specific updates to these policies, ac-
cording to Student Association Exter-
nal Vice President Ravi Sheth. 

John Cornwell, the associate vice 
president of the Office of Institutional 
Effectiveness, said feedback from un-
dergraduate students will be sought in 
the decision-making process. 

“There’s an interest in each of these 
groups and the constituency they rep-
resent [regarding] students dropping 
courses after add/drop deadline and in-
ternational study-abroad credit trans-
fers,” Cornwell said. “Similarly, we’d 

like to know more about student ex-
periences with transferring credit from 
summer school. We’d like to find out 
the facts and the opinions of the entire 
undergraduate population here.”

According to Sheth, the CUC has 
discussed these issues internally with 
several undergraduate representatives, 
including college senators and SA Aca-
demics committee chairs. Some of the 
changes currently under consideration 
include the difficulty that students 
have with registering for their required 
courses due to students who drop class-
es after the add/drop period. Sheth also 
identified transfer credit issues that un-
dergraduate students face.

“With regards to transfer credit, the 
university needs to understand bar-
riers to receiving transfer credit and 
how this process can be streamlined,” 
Sheth said. “All of these changes need 
to be informed by students, and that is 
why the survey and student response is 
such an important part of this process.”

John Haug, a Martel College fresh-
man, said he experienced trouble with 
registration this semester.

“The most difficulty I faced was 
with registering for FWIS courses, be-
cause when there are a lot of people 
who are not getting their first or second 
choice, the process becomes inefficient 
and frustrating,” Haug said. “I also only 
had two classes by the time registration 
ended, so I ended up having to struggle 
with add/drop, and luckily, one of my 
courses added spots.”

According to Registrar David Ten-
ney (Sid ‘87), the survey is uniquely 
designed to be highly specific and rel-
evant to individual students.

“Instead of just sending a survey 
that’s extremely general, [these groups 
are] working together and providing 
data so that the survey will be targeted 
to each student individually,” Tenney 
said. “Each student will be able to an-
swer questions about their specific aca-
demic history, why they could or could 

not get a course to transfer in, and why 
they have dropped courses after the add 
deadline. It will give students the oppor-
tunity to speak specifically, and it’ll give 
us the opportunity to understand this at 
a much more relevant level.”

Due to the specificity of the survey 
and the improvements that students 
could see, Sheth, Tenney and Cornwell 
encouraged student participation.

“I would ask students to definitely 
complete the survey,” said Tenney. “It’s 
a wonderful opportunity to be heard. 
We’re all working on this to make the 
survey as streamlined, [user-friendly]
and as relevant as possible.”

According to Cornwell, the survey 
will be sent out at the end of this week 
and will be conducted for approximate-
ly two weeks. After this period, the CUC 
will analyze the data to identify any rel-
evant issues and consider potential so-
lutions. Some changes may take longer 
than others to implement and may lead 
into the fall 2014 semester.

0see 100 Days, page 3
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General Elections 2014: Meet the candidates

Ratify the new SA constitution
The Committee on Constitutional Revisions re-

viewed the current constitution, revised it to reflect 
the current operations of the Student Association 
and removed outdated rules and procedures. This 
referendum will approve the revised constitution. 
The committee rewrote the document to eliminate 
ambiguous language and contradictions. The con-
stitution document will also include the bylaws 
and will be organized by topic in order to increase 
user-friendliness.

Rice Environmental Society blanket tax
RES has proposed an annual $9 blanket 

tax per student. RES’s mission is to address 
issues relating to sustainability and the envi-
ronment and to further the SA’s 100-year Sus-
tainability plan. Funding from the blanket 
tax would cover the costs of club-sponsored 
sustainability projects. 

Rice Catalyst blanket tax
Rice Catalyst has proposed an annual $1 blan-

ket tax per student. The Blanket Tax Standing 
Committee also recommended a sunset clause 
that would require the organization to apply for re-
newal of the tax after three years. An undergradu-
ate scientific research journal, the Catalyst will use 
the tax to cover publication and TedxRiceU costs. 
If the Rice Catalyst receives blanket tax funding, it 
will become a subsidiary of the SA.

Honor Council Constitution amendment
The Honor Council proposed to amend the 

Constitution of the Honor System by removing 
Article XII, Section 1 and Article XXI. Under these 
articles, students accused of an Honor Code vio-
lation have the option to withdraw from Rice for 
two semesters instead of going through the court 
process. The Honor Council proposed this amend-
ment in part because it believes that the articles in 
question could potentially allow students to es-
cape the consequences of their actions. 

SA Presidential Candidates

At Rice, I’ve been able to grow, challenge 
myself and open my eyes to infinite learning, 
both academic and experiential. I take pride in 
being a Rice student, and from the start have 
sought to make a positive impact in the Rice 
community. As a New Student Representative 
in the SA, I collaborated with residential col-
lege leadership to evaluate how to foster a cul-
ture that stimulates intellectual curiosity and 
challenges students’ worldviews, ideas and 
aspirations. As a Senator, I formed the Entre-
preneurship Collaborative, an entity that brings 
together student leaders, administrators and 
key faculty to improve programs that foster 
leadership development and entrepreneurial 
opportunities. These experiences allowed me 
to deepen my love for this university and affect 
tangible change on campus.

I hope to be your SA President for one simple 
reason: I want to ensure that Rice students feel 
empowered to own their college experience 
and realize the positive changes they may hope 
to make. Be it alleviating parking concerns 
through construction of a parking garage or 
rethinking how Rice online courses can en-
hance academics, I’ll ensure that students are 
involved in administrative planning. Valuing 
transparency, communication and widespread 
participation, I’ll expand and publicize the SA’s 
new online petitioning system, which has the 
potential to magnify student initiatives, receive 
administrative responses and action, and hope-
fully put change in the hands of invested stu-
dents. It would be an incredible honor to serve 
the Rice student body in this way, and I would 
be grateful to have your support.

Trent Navaran Min Ji Kim

“We are stronger together.” Rice Athlet-
ics has the “Together” campaign rallying 
the Rice community to support our ath-
letes. It motivated us to achieve victories 
including the 2013 C-USA football cham-
pionship. Using this great campaign as a 
model, I will focus on bringing our com-
munity together to foster more discussion 
from the student body as your SA Presi-
dent, but I can’t reach this goal by myself. I 
need YOUR input. 

Throughout my experience in the SA, 
I learned how to work with the adminis-
tration and how to reach out to my peers. 
Last year, as a SA Senator, I worked with 
Fondren Library to have its hours extend 
24/7 during finals. This was only possible 
after listening to a student’s concern over 
the hours before the change. Currently, I 
serve as a SA Student Life Committee Chair. 
A few of the projects that the committee is 
working on are offering a shuttle service to 
off-campus students and revamping the In-
ternational Student Association.

To be a SA President who gets work 
done, I need to listen to the student body 
and meet with various people. I would 
implement an anonymous input system on 
the SA website, which I would check daily. 
I would attend cabinet meetings and have 
“office hours” during meals at colleges to 
talk to my fellow Rice owls. 

I have the experience and dedication 
to be an effective SA President, and I need 
YOUR support so that we can work together 
to enhance the Rice experience.

What do you see as the most important issue for Rice undergradu-
ates right now, and what would you do as president to address it?

I see issues such as creating a new Stu-
dent Center, improving parking, and solv-
ing capacity problems within housing and 
academics as key concerns, but ultimately 
think that the overarching problem for un-
dergraduates is actually having the ability 
and resources to address these issues. As 
president, I would improve the flow of in-
formation, ideas, and input between resi-
dential colleges and the Student Associa-
tion to ensure that any student who desires 
to collaborate on pressing issues is able to 
contribute thoughts and learn about tan-
gible ways to make change happen. More-
over, I will expand an online petitioning 
system to gain valuable campus-wide per-
spective on key student issues and work to 
make student interactions with adminis-
tration more transparent, democratic, and 
influential.

 From my experience as a Rice owl, I real-
ize that the university is not united enough 
around being a Rice Owl. Rice Owls can suc-
cessfully advocate issues when they are be-
hind the same cause. I will aim to create one 
big community amongst the university. To 
achieve this, I need to listen to my fellow Rice 
Owls and this can be done by implementing 
an anonymous input system on the SA web-
site, going to cabinet meetings, promoting SA’s 
petition system, and having  “office hours” at 
colleges. I would continue to seek advice on 
how Rice can be more unified. More impor-
tantly, I will constantly be looking for things to 
improve upon. I will not be focusing the presi-
dency around one just issue. I expect to focus 
on more issues by listening to students’ con-
cerns and working with the SA Exec board, of-
ficers (senators, committee chairs, directors), 
and college presidents. 

SA External VP

Amritha Kanakamedala

SA Treasurer

Joan Liu

RPC President

Aisha Jeeva

RSVP Chair

Cathy Hu/Pooja Yesantharao

RTV5 Station Manager

Rachel Gray

KTRU Station Manager

Sal Tijerina

SA Internal VP

Special Election

SA Secretary

Olivia Hsia

U-Court President

Brian Baran

RSVP Internal Vice Chair

Joann Pan

RTV5 Program Director

Lauren Thompson

Thresher Editor-in-Chief

Miles Kruppa

Referendums on the General Elections ballot:

The SA presidential candidate statements abover were submitted by the candidates to the SA Director of Elections. Statements from candidates running for other positions can be viewed at www.ricethresher.org.
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Students organize finance networking opportunities
by Dixita Viswanath

Thresher Staff

A series of lunch talks that aims to expose 
Rice University students to various networking 
opportunities in the field of investment bank-
ing and finance began Jan. 24, according to 
hosts Victoria Alvarez-Arango and Adrian Cela-
ya, both Will Rice College sophomores.

“[The Investment Banking Brown Bag Lunch 
Series] aims to bring in prominent alumni from 
the Rice community from around the world in 
order to educate our students about the world 
of finance,” Celaya said.

During the talks, the next of which will take 
place in early March, students will learn how to 
succeed in interviews, how to network and how 
to use Rice as a vehicle for networking, Celaya 

said. In addition, the organization is working 
towards hosting a future trip to New York to 
take students on a tour of Wall Street to meet 
professionals in the field.

This organization, in partnership with the 
School of Social Sciences, does not aim to lec-
ture students but, rather, to provide them with 
an opportunity to connect with alumni and 
find out how to excel in their future jobs, Alva-
rez-Arango said.

According to Alvarez-Arango, alums from 
around the country are expected to join Rice 
for an hour-long lunch seminar every month. 
These talks will be either in-person visits or 
Skype video conferences.

“We first found a need for this type of orga-
nization when both [Adrian and I] were looking 
for internships,” Alvarez-Arango said. “Ryan 

Tull, a managing director at Credit Suisse, ap-
proached us because he noticed that Rice stu-
dents are underprepared in such interviews 
when compared to other top universities. We 
spearheaded this initiative to improve Rice’s 
community.”

Alvarez-Arango and Celaya hosted their first 
conference on Jan. 24 and invited Tull and Paul 
Arango, also a managing director at Credit Su-
isse, to speak at the event. Future seminars will 
be geared toward specific topics within invest-
ment banking.

According to Celaya, each talk will last around 
90 minutes, with an opportunity for students to 
interact with professionals during the reception. 

“We were very excited by the turnout for our 
inaugural event,” Celaya said. “We had about 
30 students attend who were genuinely inter-

ested and engaged in conversation.”
These talks are open to the entire Rice com-

munity but are aimed towards freshman and 
sophomores who are interested in finance, 
Celaya said. 

Wiess College freshman Ben Tour said he 
attended the series to learn more about invest-
ment banking.

“I came to the event because I didn’t want to 
pass up the chance to learn from experienced 
individuals in the field who can teach me in-
valuable knowledge,” Tour said. “The talk re-
ally opened my eyes to the world of finance and 
sparked my interest in sales and trading. The 
speakers gave a detailed explanation of the var-
ious aspects of investment banking and gave 
insightful tips on how to excel in [investment 
banking] and have a fulfilling career.”

Aisha Jeeva said the suggestion to join the two 
events came at a time when the RPC budget had 
already been set.

“Our budget for the 2013-2014 school year was 
set way back in April 2013, and so there is no way 
we could suddenly host the event, considering 
that our funding had been allocated months ago 
to our numerous events,” Jeeva said.

Ultimately, Min said the SA and college presi-
dents decided to rework 100 Days into a student-
organized event.

“We liked that idea, which allowed us to con-
tinue to have the event, although in slightly dif-
ferent fashion,” Min said. “After we had the info 
set, we worked with Student Judicial Programs 
to make sure our marketing was cohesive with 
the idea that this is not a university-sponsored 
event.”

Students will not have to purchase tickets to 
attend the event, and there are no fees to get in 
the door at the venue, according to Min. However, 
all guests must present a valid state-issued ID and 
therefore, only people over 21 will be able to at-

tend. The venue is not reserved for Rice students, 
so non-Rice guests may also be at the venue.

The seniors organizing 100 Days have met 
with the staff of the chosen bar, Under the Vol-
cano, to appropriately prepare them and are at-
tempting to work out a drink discount for seniors. 
The bar will provide the necessary security and 
continue to card everyone who arrives, according 
to Devereaux.

“We chose Under the Volcano because it’s a 
space close to campus,” Min said. “The light rail 
closes at 12 a.m. [that night], which would make a 
return from midtown more inconvenient.” 

Tsedenia Tewodros said she appreciates 
the efforts made by her peers to keep the tra-
dition alive.

“I’m happy that someone is taking an initia-
tive to organize it, because 100 days is something 
that most seniors look forward to, and it would 
have been sad if we were the first year in a long 
time to miss out on that,” Tewodros, a Sid Rich 
senior, said.

Brandon Hautt said he is optimistic about 
the effect this will have on the atmosphere of the 
event as a whole.

“It feels like a real senior event, since it was 
put on completely by seniors,” Hautt, a Baker Col-
lege senior, said.

0100 DAYS
from page 1

Rice students make a dragon dance in the annual Lunar New Year show, hosted by the Rice Chi-
nese Student Association. The event, a collaboration between the East Asian groups on campus, 
took place Saturday, Feb. 1 in the Rice Memorial Center Grand Hall. 

AnAstAsiA BolshAkovA/thresher
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by Maha Aziz
Thresher Staff

The Rice University Center for Career Develop-
ment and the Association of Rice Alumni plan to 
create an alumni career network to provide career 
guidance to current students.

“Alumni can provide students with insights 
based on real-world experience about careers, 
industries, companies, organizations and gradu-
ate school as those students make decisions on 
majors, apply for internships or graduate school, 
and prepare for interviews,” Michael Maher, the 
chairman of the Alumni Advisory Board, said.

Maher said the focus is now to increase stu-
dent awareness and to work on how the CCD can 
help to connect students with alumni.

According to the CCD website calendar, on 
Feb. 7 there will be a Fall Career and Internship 
Expo, which includes an Owl Career Mentor Nest. 

Rice Owl Career Mentor Network Coordinator 
Katy Portell said the Nest is a booth at the Expo 
with alumni volunteers who are stationed there to 
help students create a game plan for meeting with 
company recruiters at the Expo.

“It can be very nerve-wracking for students 
attending an event like the Expo,” Portell said. 
“The alumni at the Nest will help students prac-
tice their handshakes, eye contact and greeting, 
as well as offer encouragement to the students.

Portell said another initiative of the Rice Owl 
Career Mentor Network are Alumni Mentor drop-
in hours. There is one Wednesday, Feb. 5 from 5-7 

p.m. at Huff House, and Portell said the CCD may 
continue these during Expo time in the future.

“Students will meet with alumni volunteers 
mainly for resume review, but volunteers will 
help with other things such as interview skills 
and personal skills,” Portell said. “The alums are 
happy to be a resource to the students.”

Portell said the Rice Owl Career Mentor Net-
work LinkedIn group is an imperative part of the 
alumni network. Students can connect and reach 
out to alums online in a low-risk, flexible and ac-
cessible way to find opportunities that interest 
them. McMurtry College Peer Career Advisor Adri-
ana Bracho said the alumni on the LinkedIn page 
are very responsive and easy to contact.

“It can be a little awkward trying to contact 
someone over the phone or by email for the first 
time, and the network being in the format of a so-
cial media site will make it easier for students and 
alumni to connect,” Bracho, a senior, said.

Bracho said the college PCAs will be an im-
portant piece of the network as a whole, and she 
believes this network will make searching and 
preparing for career and internship opportunities 
a better experience for both alums and students.

“The PCAs are here to help jump-start the 
program and create new topics so the alumni will 
continue to help Rice students,” Bracho said. “I 
think this new approach will highly benefit both 
students and alumni because it makes the whole 
experience a lot more personal and alumni can 
better direct students to opportunities they other-
wise might have overlooked.”

CCD develops alumni network
MEETING MINUTES

The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Feb. 3.

■■■ SA External VP Ravi Sheth announced that nominations for Mentor Recognition Award 
will be sent out. It will be voted on in the Feb. 24 meeting.

■■■ SA President Yoonjin Min asked the student body to take an upcoming survey for the CDC 
on dropping classes. It will be sent out at the end of the week.

■■■ Parliamentarian Brian Baran announced amendments to the proposed SA constitution, 
including tightening the blanket tax review timeline based on feedback from organiza-
tions and renaming the spring election to the second-round election.

■■■ Duncan College New Student Representative Jackie Olive and Sid Richardson College 
NSR Daniel Zhang presented for the SA academics committee. Current projects include: 
evaluating study-abroad culture and creating an ambassador program, personalizing of 
O-Week advising, creating a creative writing minor, offering classes for more languages, 
and balancing flexibility and structure for the policy studies major.

■■■ McMurtry College NSR Madhuri Venkateswar presented for the environmental commit-
tee. Current projects include: teaching bikers safety and increasing rack convenience, 
introducing low-flow showerheads in colleges, reviewing recycling bins placements 
around campus, changing bus braking systems and installing LED lights in colleges.

■■■ Min reminded the Senate that next week’s meeting begins at 8:30 p.m to allow the SA 
presidential debate to begin at 9 p.m

■■■ Sid Richardson Senator Alex Nunez-Thompson announced an upcoming Sid musical.

■■■ Min reminded that the 100 Days celebration is this Thursday, Feb. 6.

The Senate will next meet Monday, Feb. 10 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 8:30 p.m.

 The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Jan. 26-Feb. 1. This does not represent 
the daily crime log required by the Clery Act, which can be found 
at rupd.rice.edu

Residential colleges
McMurtry College 
Duncan College
Hanszen College
Wiess College

Other buildings
Brockman Hall
Fondren Library

Jan. 26
Jan. 30
Jan. 31
Feb. 1

Jan. 26
Feb. 1 

Public intoxication
Theft of bicycle
Harassment
Public intoxication

Theft
Theft

Other locations
Laboratory Road
Track stadium

Jan. 30
Jan. 30

Traffic accident
Damaged property

Gustein said he will gather responses for ap-
proximately the next two weeks. Thus far, stu-
dents have proposed a wide variety of languages 
including Cantonese, American Sign Lanugage 
and Swahili.

SA Academics Committee Co-Chair Nicole 
Zhao said the survey is purely to determine stu-
dent opinion and is not indicative of promised re-
sults or outcomes. 

“The CLIC administrators have expressed in-
terest in [Gutstein’s] idea but wanted to see how 

much student demand there was for such a sys-
tem,” Zhao, a Brown College junior, said. “From 
there, the CLIC may or may not pursue such a 
system — nothing is definitively certain as of now. 
However, the SA will use the survey results to work 
for what students want as best as we can.”

In the past, some students have tried to ad-
dress the demand for languages not offered at Rice 
by creating student taught classes to teach them, 
but these classes only last one semester and lack 
the vigor of official classes, Gutstein said. 

According to Gutstein, the idea developed from 
his desire to learn Persian. He was initially disap-
pointed when he found Rice does not offer the lan-
guage but realized he could still pursue studying 

Persian at Rice when he joined the SA as an NSR 
on the Academics Committee in September.

“Instead of just campaigning for Farsi to be cre-
ated as a new language, I decided it would be bet-
ter to create a system for other students like me to 
be able to study languages that Rice does not cur-
rently offer,” Gutstein said. 

Dean of Humanities Nicolas Shumway said he 
is a big supporter of language study and is glad 
there is this level of interest in languages. He said 
the logistics of a program like this would have to 
go through Director of the Center for the Study of 
Languages Rafael Salaberry.

“One of the big issues here is if a course is going 
to have an instructor, we would have to find some-

one who’s qualified to teach the language,” Shum-
way said. “Not any native speaker of a language 
is necessarily qualified to teach that language. 
Language teaching does require expertise, but we 
would certainly try to meet student interest in one 
way or another.” 

Baker College freshman Yamin Arefeen said he 
thinks the potential initiative is a good idea. 

“I hadn’t really thought about it before, but a 
way for students to take classes in languages that 
Rice doesn’t have without Rice having to fund en-
tirely new departments could benefit both the uni-
versity and the students,” Arefeen said. 

The survey can be accessed at tinyurl.com/
ricelang.

0LANGUAGE
from page 1



After reading the Thresher’s coverage of the 
Rice Environmental Society’s (RES) request for 
a $9 blanket tax, I wish to clarify the way RES 
will function. Putting funding into sustainabil-
ity at Rice is especially important after the Rice 
Endowment for Sustainable Energy Technology 
(RESET) lost its $9 blanket tax last year due to 
insufficient voter turnout.

Most importantly, the structure of RES as set 
in its constitution prevents any one organiza-
tion from monopolizing the funds. If the stu-
dent body supports a blanket tax, 90 percent 
will go into an “initiatives” fund and 10 percent 
will go into a “flex” fund. 

The initiatives fund (about $30,600) will 
be accessible to any individual student at Rice 
through RESET’s existing application. When 

a student proposes a project, the RES board, 
which consists of one delegate from each of 
the member organizations—Rice Bikes, the 
EcoReps, RESET, RSVP Environmental Commit-
tee, the Environmental Club, the Student As-
sociation Environmental Committee and Real 
Food Revolution, approves the project through 
a three-fourths majority vote. While RESET is 
only a member organization like any other, RES 
will use its infrastructure to accept student pro-
posals.

The flex fund (about $3,400) is open to RES’s 
member organizations. To access it, a member 
organization proposes its environmental proj-
ect or program, and the RES board approves it 
through a three-fourths majority vote. New en-
vironmental organizations that form on campus 
can also apply to become members of RES.

The percentage breakdown reflects how 
much of its blanket tax RESET tended to use 

in the past for individual student projects. RES 
uses the remaining 10 percent to give the mem-
ber organizations, which already support RES’s 
mission, an opportunity to do more good work. 
It protects most of the money (the 90 percent) 
for student-initiated projects, opening the ben-
efit of the blanket tax to all students. The per-
centage breakdown will also be open to review 
each year to leave room for improvements.

RES requests $9 per student because funding 
environmental improvement projects is costly. 
For example, when RESET made 86 toilets on 
campus dual-flush, the initial cost was over 
$20,000, even though this move saved money in 
the long run. The Blanket Tax Standing Commit-
tee agreed the amount was reasonable and high-
ly recommended RES for student approval; the 
committee will continue to review the amount of 
the blanket tax each year if the student body ap-
proves RES in the SA general elections.

RES is more than a new identity. While it 
certainly strengthens the image of environ-
mentalism and sustainability at Rice, it acts as 
much more than a new name for the union of 
Rice’s many environmental groups. With blan-
ket tax funding, it will support tangible reduc-
tions in Rice’s environmental impact. Because 
of RESET’s existing infrastructure for receiving 
student project ideas, RES can get to work im-
mediately.

Ultimately, RES’s mission is to further the 
Rice 100-Year Sustainability Plan, which the 
student senate passed two years ago. Because 
of its structure of checks and balances, RES is 
prepared to support its mission and spend stu-
dent dollars effectively. RES needs a two-thirds 
majority vote to pass, so it is important that the 
student body turns out to vote.

Michael Donatti
Duncan College Senator, Co-Founder of RES

Students may have seen us in the Fondren 
stacks praying. At first glance, it might look like 
we are reaching for a book, but then we get up 
again, and then back down again. Our colorful 
scarves swirl around in the ever-so-charming 
Houston wind, and our high-fived, “Salaams, 
bro,” can be heard across the quad. Oftentimes, 
we can be found ducking into the cozy broom 
closet we affectionately call our prayer room. 
Chances are, almost every student has had con-
tact with a Rice Muslim.

As a Muslim American, I have been the unfor-
tunate butt of many jokes and religious profiling. 
Throughout my life in middle and high school, it 
seemed like the misconceptions about Islam and 
Muslims were neverending. Rice proved to be dif-
ferent. Many students, including Owais Syed, a 
sophomore at Baker College, say Rice is a campus 
where learning about other religions and cultures 
is an important aspect of student life. “Rice is 
quite diverse with the number of faiths and how 
people practice their religion,” Syed said. “I think 
there is a great value in getting to know the differ-
ent ways religion plays a role at Rice.”

Although there seem to be many restrictions 
placed on Muslims, including not being allowed 
to drink, date, show too much skin, or eat pork, 
I never felt these were restrictions. Jones College 
senior Elias Kassir effectively sums up my feelings 
on the topic: “Any restrictions placed on me by Is-
lam are restrictions that I agree to live by, so it isn’t 
as if anything is forced on me. It isn’t inconvenient 
because, when it’s something you’ve been doing 
for years, it’s just a natural part of your life.”

Everything a person does in life, for the most 
part, is his or her own choice, and it can become 
tiring to see people try to edify others’ choices. 
Take hijab, the headscarf many Muslim women 
wear everyday, for instance. I do not wear hijab, 
but I fully respect my sisters who do. I know that 
hijab can seem like a sign of oppression, and 
many people believe that the women who wear it 
are forced to, but that is not the case. If you tell a 
woman who wears hijab to take off her hijab so 
that she can be freed, is that not forcing her? The 
meaning of hijab, as defined by BBC Religions, is 
the principle of modesty in Islam and includes be-
havior and dress for both men and women. Yes, 
both men and women. Men are not allowed to 
wear gold, silk, or the like, and they are also not 
allowed to show off their hotshot abs, even if they 
wanted to. 

Wiess College junior Doha Aboul-Fotouh 
began practicing hijab right before she 
started college to show her dedication to our 
religion. “I wear hijab for modesty,” Aboul-
Fotouh said. “For me, it means respect and 
ownership of my body, and I chose to wear 
hijab on my own. Hijab isn’t just my scarf, 
which seems to be most symbolic, but about 
dress and demeanor as a whole. Rice students 
are willing to learn, and I welcome all ques-
tions about my hijab and Islam because I do 
not want them to only have the Internet and 
media as a source.” This is what I like about 
Rice. People will respect me for my choice not 
to wear hijab but also respect Aboul-Fotouh 
equally for wearing it. 

Rice has a very understanding community, 
one that is really willing to learn about the dif-
ferent aspects of our beautiful religion, and I am 
wonderfully happy that I chose to spend my four 
years of school here. I do get questions about 
Islam or why I don’t wear hijab, but I always 
welcome those questions. The students here 
are honest, and I am happy that people can put 
themselves out there like that, to discover some-
thing or learn about a different religion.

Baker sophomore Radina Khalid said, “Unfor-
tunately, generalizations are made about many 
subgroups of people. However, Rice University’s 
diversity provides a culture that teaches us to 
see individual personalities instead of races and 
colors.” With all the generalizations made about 
Muslims and many other religions and cultures 
based on media portrayals and a few bad exam-
ples, I hope to set a peaceful and good example 
of a Muslim and representation of Islam. It may 
take a long time, but I hope students like those 
at Rice will cause change. I urge students to keep 
an open mind, as so many already do, and work 
on making the world a place where people are de-
fined by their personal character rather than by 
stereotypes.
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Letter to the Editor:

Students should 
participate in 

government at Rice
The Thresher would like to see more par-

ticipation from students in the upcoming Gen-
eral Elections. We were disappointed to see 
that only one race is contested — Student Asso-
ciation president — and that one race does not 
even have any candidates — SA internal vice 
president. Many people like to complain about 
issues on campus, yet often fail to step up and 
take on leadership positions where they could 
affect change. 

We encourage students to get involved in the 
SA in addition to college government and other 
extracurricular activities. The SA deals with is-
sues that affect students across campus and is 
an important part of student government. 

Anyone involved in college government al-
ready has experience looking out for the inter-
ests of their peers and should consider running 
for an office in the SA. Additionally, students 
should not be discouraged from running for an 
SA position if they have not held an office within 
the SA before. The SA always needs people who 
are committed to and passionate about serving 
the Rice student body. 

We commend the SA for making progress 
this year. It has consistently listened to student 
concerns and addressed issues that are impor-
tant to students. It has made the process of voic-
ing concerns easy and effective. This should 
only encourage more students to get involved 
in the SA. When the opportunity is presented 
to influence and determine policies, students 
should take it.

We look forward to the SA presidential de-
bates on Monday, Feb. 10 at 9 p.m. Debates are 
a great way to hear what the candidates have to 
say, where they stand on important issues and 
what they want to accomplish. Students should 
strongly consider attending the debates or fol-
low the Thresher’s coverage of the event.

The SA works best when students care 
enough to get involved. When students step into 
leadership positions, they have an opportunity 
to make a difference in the lives of their peers; 
more Rice students should consider it.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

Maha Aziz is a 
Baker College 
freshman.

Rice should maintain support of diversity of beliefs and cultures

CONCEPT BY REED THORNBURG, ILLUSTRATION BY CLAIRE ELESTEWANI

Hmmmm ... The current state of my closet Guess I probably should have done 
laundry sometime this January ...
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THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world of 
Houston.

SUCHU DANCE
Suchu Dance presents its inaugural 
performance, Nothing, which will pre-
miere Thurs., Feb. 6. The show spans 
many genres of dance and attempts to 
depict the major of events of life. With 
the performers and the set draped in 
white, this show gives special mean-
ing (or lack thereof) to existence. 
The performance will run through 
Feb. 22. See website for ticketing info.

Suchu Dance
3480 Ella Blvd. 

suchudance.org

FILM SHORTS
Think you’ve seen all of the Oscar-
nominated films? You probably 
have not had the opportunity to see 
the documentary shorts, one of 
the most obscure Oscar categories. 
Now’s your chance to see them 
all at the MFAH Sat., Feb. 8 at 12 
p.m. or Fri., Feb. 21 at 7 p.m. Stu-
dent discounted tickets available. 

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston — 
Brown Auditorium
1001 Bissonnet St. 

mfah.org

MAGIC MIKES
Ladies, prepare yourselves. 
Chippendales, the all-male 
performance group known for 
its expert erotic dancing, is 
coming to House of Blues this 
weekend. These world-famous 
hunks will have you swooning. 
The group will perform Wed., 
Feb. 12 at 9 p.m. Tickets start 
at $20.

House of Blues
1204 Caroline St.

houseofblues.com

SHOPS AND POPS
Start celebrating Valentine’s Day 
early by heading to Pavement 
Clothing this weekend. Live band 
Heart of Animals will play as you 
snack on The Golden Grill’s grilled 
cheeses and handmade cotton 
candy. You can dance, shop and 
make Valentine’s Day cards. 
The event is Sun., Feb. 9 from 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m. The event is free.

Pavement Clothing
1657 Westheimer St.

popshophouston.com

Rice’s Cube Club stacked 600 Rubik’s Cubes to commemorate former South African president Nel-
son Mandela on Thursday, Jan. 30. The art is on display in the BRC in honor of Black History Month. 

Cube Club creates Mandela
from 600 Rubik’s Cubes

CelebrateART to showcase student artwork
by Danya Kachkou

For the Thresher

Art is everywhere at Rice. At first 
glance, it may seem like science is at 
the forefront of this university, but 
upon further inspection, one can find 
art in all corners and among all disci-
plines at this institution.

Showcasing this ordinarily under-
represented side of the Rice commu-
nity is exactly the purpose of the Cel-
ebrateART festival, according to Claire 
O’Malley, the festival’s head of visual 
arts. O’Malley, a Baker College sopho-
more, said past Rice students created 
the festival in an attempt to illuminate 
hidden artistic talent.

“Three years ago, two students de-
cided to start this festival to showcase 
all of this hidden creativity that’s on 
campus that really isn’t seen because 
there’s a lot of arts going on at Rice, and 
they’re all kind of scattered,” O’Malley 
said. “[The festival] is a really nice way 
to aggregate things and to really cel-
ebrate all kinds of artistic endeavors.”

The head coordinators of this year’s 
festival are Rachel George and Angela 
Guo. George said the festival’s goal is 
to excite Rice students about the art on 
campus.

“The festival’s job is to reawaken 
the excitement and the enthusiasm in 
the student body to go look into these 
artistic opportunities and to strut their 
talents as well,” George, a Will Rice 
College freshman, said.

Guo said she believes the festival 
is an important opportunity to engage 
students who would not normally be 
involved in the arts scene. 

“It’s the only opportunity for many 
students who might not be involved 
in formal aspects of the arts at Rice to 
showcase their passions,” Guo, a Will 
Rice College senior, said.  “We include 
artwork and performances from bioen-
gineers, varsity athletes, music majors 
and history majors alike.”

This year’s CelebrateART festival 
will run Feb. 14-15 and will sport a 
Valentine’s Day theme. It is open to 
all Rice students, undergraduate and 
graduate. 

George said the festival will in-
clude three major components. The 
visual arts component will feature a 
large gallery set up in the Rice Memo-
rial Center showcasing the artwork 
of Rice students, faculty and local 
Houston artists, such as videos, pho-
tography, sculpture and architecture 
projects. Additionally, ArtLab, the 
overhead organization for the event, 
will be hosting art workshops open 
to any interested Rice students, and a 
Matchbox Gallery show will display the 
work of Rice artists the night before the  
festival begins.

The second component of the fes-
tival is performance art and will fea-
ture the work of well-known campus 
groups, including performances by 
Spontaneous Combustion and the 
musical stylings of KTRU. The third 

component includes the interactive 
or “living” booths set up in the RMC,  
George said.

“Throughout the festival, there will 
be booths in the RMC run by various 
groups within Rice and in the larger 
Houston arts community,” George 
said. “Many of the booths have a 
strong interdisciplinary vibe support-
ing creative combinations of art and 
tech from crafts using electrode paint 
to wearable electronics.”

In addition to providing Rice art-
ists with a place to display their work, 
the management and clubs behind the 
CelebrateART festival are trying to es-
tablish a stronger art presence on cam-
pus, O’Malley said.

O’Malley said it is sometimes dif-
ficult to get students interested in art 
at a school mainly focused on science 
and engineering.

“We do go to a very science- and 
engineering-type school,” O’Malley 
said. ”I think that [art] kind of fades to 
the background of all the engineering 
stuff, which is amazing, and some-
times it’s nice to see. There’s a good in-
tersection there, but it’s just nice to see 
art come out of its shadow and have it 
be center stage for once.”

O’Malley and George said they 
hope the festival’s many events will 
encourage students with all different 
interests to participate in or attend the 
festival.

Baker College freshman Pauline 
Chen said she decided to submit a 

piece to CelebrateART because she 
thought it would be a fun way to dis-
play her artwork and enjoy the artwork 
of her peers.

“I decided to submit a piece be-
cause a colleague told me about it, and 
I thought it’d be fun,” Chen said. “The 
CelebrateART festival gives students 
an opportunity to show their artistic 
abilities and calls for a time to enjoy  
some good art.”

According to George, this year’s 
CelebrateART festival will differ from 
those of previous years because of 
the level of the involvement of clubs  
on campus.

“This CelebrateART festival has 
hinged on existing clubs at Rice pro-
posing artistic projects or performanc-
es and then pursuing them them-
selves,” George said.

O’Malley said she hopes the Cel-
ebrateART festival will help foster an 
artistic community on campus that 
stretches beyond the small contingent 
of art majors. She said she expects the 
festival will raise awareness about 
the various artistic projects at Rice 
and that including a variety of artistic 
styles in the event will ensure it is rel-
evant to all Rice students.

“Hopefully, combining [many] 
disciplines will show people that you 
don’t necessarily have to call your-
self an artist to make art, but there is 
a way to appreciate it, and there’s a 
context at Rice to appreciate it within,”  
O’Malley said.

Public art          
honors Hermann 
Park centennial

by Kaylen Strench
A&E Editor

Hermann Park is undergoing a 
quite unconventional transforma-
tion. A giant, beautiful maze con-
structed from saplings seems to 
have recently sprouted out of the 
ground near the Japanese Garden. 
By the Museum of Natural His-
tory, a 13-foot-tall red orb appears 
to hover elegantly a few inches 
above the ground.

These two pieces, created by 
world-renowned artists Patrick 
Dougherty and Yvonne Domenge, 
respectively, are part of a massive 
project launched by the Hermann 
Park Conservancy to celebrate 
Hermann Park’s 100-year anni-
versary. The initiative, which will 
bring nine total pieces of public 
art to Hermann Park by the end of 
the year, is intended to encourage 
Houstonians and tourists alike to 
come to the park and gain expo-
sure to art in a comfortable, acces-
sible setting.

Doreen Stoller, the executive 
director of the Hermann Park Con-
servatory, said she believes the 
project is a way to commemorate 
the park’s centennial while intro-
ducing art to its visitors.

“Hermann Park is turning 
100 years old, and as everyone 
at Rice knows, this is something 
worth celebrating,” Stoller said. 
“Along with this, bringing art into 
the park accomplishes two goals: 
Great art can change the way peo-
ple view the park, but also, since 
Hermann Park is more accessible 
than a museum, having remark-
able art here encourages people 
to come out and explore art in a 
comfortable setting.”

Judy Nyquist, co-chair of the 
Art in the Park planning and fun-
draising committee, said the idea 
behind the project is to make art 
more accessible.

“We liked the idea of someone 
wandering through the park and 
encountering this strange, novel 
object that invites him or her to 
contemplate it,” Nyquist said. 
“It’s a safe, eye-opening context 
for a child to encounter art for the 
first time and feel that it’s very ac-
cessible.”

The nine contemporary art 
pieces were chosen by an expert 
team comprised of art profession-
als and donors. Lea Weingarten, 
head of Weingarten Art Group, an 
art consulting company hired to 
help with the selection process, 
is part of this committee. Wein-
garten said the group wanted the 
pieces to come from a wide range 
of artists and to be upbeat and 
family-friendly.

kai sheng/thresher

0see ART, page 8
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 This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser

Dallas Buyers Club

Nominated for six Academy Awards, including best actor and best supporting actor 
(Golden Globe winners Matthew McConaughey and Jared Leto, respectively) as well as best 
picture, this film is among the most critically acclaimed of the year. The film tells the true 
story of Ron Woodroof, an AIDS patient who smuggles illegal drugs into Texas after realizing 
they have effectively improved his condition. Bonus features include deleted scenes and a 
behind-the-scenes documentary.

The Outsiders 
Eric Church

Coming off of his most successful album yet, Chief, which received crossover suc-
cess, country star Eric Church returns with his fourth studio album. The album has 
been promoted by the lead single of the same name, which peaked in the top 10 of the 
Billboard country charts late last year, as well as new single “Give Me Back My Home-
town,” which was met with similar enthusiasm. Look for Church to continue his rise to 
the top of country music charts.

The Lego Movie

The first theatrical film based on the popular construction toys tells the story 
of an ordinary figure (Chris Pratt, Parks and Recreation) trying to save the Lego 
universe from an evil tyrant (Will Ferrell, Anchorman: The Legend Continues). Also 
featuring the voice talents of Morgan Freeman and Liam Neeson, this comedy 
adventure from the creators of Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs aims to appeal 
to children of all ages. PG. 101 minutes.

courtesy eMi nashville

courtesy warner bros pictures

ALBUM

IN THEATERS

DVD

courtesy focus features

The Monuments Men

After being pushed out of a competitive awards season, George Clooney 
(Gravity) returns to the director’s chair to lead a star-studded cast (including Matt 
Damon, Bill Murray and John Goodman) in this historical caper. Based on a true 
story, the film tells the tale of an Allied group during World War II tasked with sav-
ing priceless works of art and culturally important items from the destruction of 
Hitler. PG-13. 130 minutes.

courtesy coluMbia pictures

IN THEATERS
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“The tenants of the park are design, communi-
ty, family, and history, and when we were looking 
at different artists, we added the word ‘delight,’” 
Weingarten said. “We wanted the pieces to be 
appealing to children and others who may have 
never been exposed to art before.”

Nyquist said it was also important to the selec-
tion committee that the different pieces represent 
Houston’s diversity.

“We had to understand our audience,” Ny-
quist said. “We have six million visitors to the park 
every year from very diverse backgrounds — dif-
ferent ethnicities, religions, socioeconomic class-
es, etc. So it was very important to select pieces 
that appeal to people of all nationalities, from all 
geographic locations.”

Weingarten and Nyquist said one piece that 
reflects this theme is the contemporary red orb 
designed by Mexican artist Yvonne Domenge. 
Another is a pink, bulbous, organic installation 
proposed by Canadian artist Sharon Engelstein.

Nyquist said the artists designing the instal-
lations come from a wide range of backgrounds. 
Some are highly regarded local artists, such as 
Trenton Doyle Hancock, while others, such as 

Swiss artist Ugo Rondinone, are famous inter-
nationally.

“The project’s not only local, and it’s not only 
national,” Nyquist said. “There were artists from 
all across the world who were excited about this 
project and wanted to participate. Many loved 
the idea of working in Hermann Park because 
of the potential audience, the way the park has 
been updated and maintained, and the enthusi-
asm about the project.”

Weingarten said the pieces will stay in the park 
for different periods of time. Some will be perma-
nent, others are on loan or temporary fixtures.

Nyquist said the total cost of the project is $1 
million and the money is being collected strictly 
through fundraising efforts. Donations come 
from a variety of sources within the Houston 
community, including individual donors, Hous-
ton-based foundations and corporations.

“Art doesn’t come cheap, especially at this 
quality,” Nyquist said. “However, we have a 
very generous philanthropic community here. 
Fundraising is an ongoing process, and it takes 
a combination of all these different sources to 
meet our goal.”

In addition, Saxe and Nyquist said how gen-
erous those involved in the project have been. 
Saxe said Houston residents put in over 1,000 
volunteer hours to help construct Patrick Dough-
erty’s piece.

“The slots to volunteer to help with Patrick 
[Dougherty]’s piece were filled within two days,” 
Nyquist said. “The artist himself was amazed by 
the enthusiasm, and the volunteer element gave 
Houston participants a sense of ownership of 
the project.”

Weingarten also said that many of the artists 
themselves waived fees or were very generous 
with their pay scales.

“The artists were incredibly generous,” Wein-
garten said. “They really wanted to be a part of 
this project and give back to the park.”

Nyquist and Stoller said their greatest hope 
is that the project brings people out to Hermann 
Park and that it will encourage them to acquaint 
or reacquaint themselves with great art. In partic-
ular, they said that they hope Rice students will 
cross the street to engage with the project.

“This is all a testament to the community’s 
dedication to the park,” Nyquist said. “We 
would love Rice students to enjoy Hermann 
Park; it’s a wonderful amenity most univer-
sity students don’t have access to. It’s an ex-
tension of the campus, and we want the arts 
and the other improvements to be something 
that the Rice community can feel comfortable  
utilizing.”

To donate to “Art in the Park” or find more 
information, please visit hermannpark.org/art_
in_the_park.

Thresher Staff

Favorite tracks: “Going Out,” 
“Nightingale,” and “Inauguration” 

Album available for $9.99 on iTunes.

Almost exactly two years ago, a 
young(er) Benjamin Huber-Rodriguez 
reviewed his first album for the Thresh-
er. It was the charming debut album 
Hospitality by the little-known indie 
pop band out of Brooklyn of the same 
name. While Hospitality has not taken 
off in the ways I had expected, its second 
full-length album Trouble brings all the 
catchy hooks, witty lyricism and surpris-
ing mid-song curveballs of the debut re-
cord alongside significantly darker pro-
duction and songwriting. If Hospitality 
was the bright, daytime version of New 
York, Trouble is its nighttime companion 
— slinking, shadowy, low-key at times 
and even a bit sexy. When it works, the 
combination is both infectious and sub-
tly dramatic at the same time.

If there were any doubt that Hos-
pitality has never deviated from its 
formula for catchy, upbeat pop songs, 
it is shattered exactly 19 seconds into 
the opening track, “Nightingale,” when 
singer Amber Pampini is interrupted by 
the most Black Keys-esque blues rock 
riff since the last Black Keys album. 
The song then disappears for a while, 
with Pampini accompanied only by 
single bass notes, until the drums roll 
in and the song explodes once again 
into an indie pop anthem. The song is 
a statement of purpose for an album 
out to prove that it can play the role of 
Columbia Twee Pop and inventive sonic 
manipulation at the same time.

The content of Trouble often de-
scribes the same mid-20s anxiety that 
has become blogger fodder as of late 
(see HBO’s Girls), but Pampini manages 
to add just enough personal detail to 
keep the songs interesting. “Inaugura-
tion” is an album standout that excel-
lently captures the apathetic melancho-
lia of simple breakups. There is nothing 
cryptic here, no metaphors to unravel, 
just the kind stream of conscious writing 
that comes off as both deeply personal 
and arrestingly poetic. The bleak back-
ground of echoing, scratched guitars 
and thumping toms captures the feeling 
of utter aloneness beautifully.  

Where Trouble fails is when the 
group spirals into monotony. “Last 
Words,” for instance, is an extended, 
nearly seven-minute synth jam that 
contains some highly processed guest 
vocals that break the mood set by 
Pampini. Still, the scant strummer that 
nearly ends the album, “Sunship,” 
contains perhaps the most beautiful 
moment on the album, with the lilting 
acoustic guitar coming out of the dark-
ness to be greeted by a brilliant french 
horn solo before drifting off into the ho-
rizon for the coda.

Trouble is catchy as hell and reveals 
some excellent observations. The range 
of musical influences and styles diversi-
fies the listen, while juxtaposition be-
tween playful upbeat tracks and sparse 
closeness of more halcyon pieces make 
the record as a whole an interesting ex-
perience. The lyrics trudge through the 
same territory as a dozen other talented 
indie bands, but as Pampini continues 
to navigate post-collegiate life while 
punctuating all her songs with the stark-
ness of each new realization, the sound 
of her discovery is music to our ears.

by Benjamin Huber-Rodriguez

Trouble
 A

courtesy merge records

AlAn Zeng/thresher
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New public artwork by artist Patrick Dougherty is on display in Hermann Park. The project took over 1,000 volunteer hours to construct. 
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by Miles Kruppa
Thresher Editorial Staff

With 3:23 left in the second half against 
Tulane University on Wednesday, Jan. 29, Rice 
women’s basketball forward and Lovett Col-
lege senior Jessica Kuster sunk a 3-pointer and 
etched her name in Rice history. Kuster current-
ly holds the Rice women’s basketball record for 
career scoring and rebounding after scoring 14 
points against Tulane.

Kuster said she had been avoiding thinking 
about the record, but it was hard to maintain 
that level of focus when everyone was messag-
ing her the day of the game.

“I had been trying to avoid all the media 
and all the stuff about it because I didn’t want 
to know how many points I needed to kind of 
keep my stress level down,” Kuster said. “But 
the day of and the day before the game, my 
Twitter was blowing up, so I did find out how 
much I needed to score. When it happened, I 
think I hit a three, and I just heard everybody 
start cheering extra hard, so that was really 
when it hit me.”

Additionally, if named to the 2014 All-Con-
ference USA first team, Kuster will be the third 
Owl in women’s basketball history to receive 
the honor.

Kuster said the accolades and broken re-
cords come from a combination of luck and 
hard work that started her freshman year.

“There’s a quote that says ‘[luck is] where 
preparation and opportunity meet,’ and that’s 
honestly just what it’s come down to,” Kuster 
said. “I’m very aware I’ve gotten a lot of playing 
time since my freshman year, a lot more than 
freshmen [usually] do. I came in and I didn’t 
expect anything. I just came in and just tried to 
work hard in practice everyday and put in qual-
ity minutes when I was out on the floor.”

After averaging 14.1 points and 10.6 re-
bounds per game her freshman year, Kuster 
improved on those numbers her sophomore 
year, averaging 17.3 points and 11.1 rebounds 
per game. 

However, Kuster said she experienced a 
mental slump during the second half of her 
sophomore season that forced her to reevaluate 
her goals.

“I just got tired of working so hard and 
the defense playing me so hard every game,” 
Kuster said. “I was tired of having that target 

on my back, and I just wanted to be a person 
that could just sit and watch the game and 
watch everybody else do stuff. But then I had 
somebody who knocked me in the head and 
was like, ‘This is what you want, this is what 
you’ve been working for, this is what you 
came here to do,’ so then I sort of snapped 
back into it.”

In the summer between her sophomore 
and junior years, Kuster began to transition 
from the forward spot to the guard spot, be-
tween which she has alternated her junior 
and senior seasons. 

Head Coach Greg Williams (Hanszen ’70) 
said Kuster’s ability to play in the post and 
on the perimeter makes her a difficult player 
to guard.

“When we first recruited her, she was being 
recruited as kind of a tweener because she’s 
6’2”, but she was thin,” Williams said. “A lot 
of people said, ‘She can’t play in the post, but 
she also can’t play on the perimeter,’ but she’s 
proved them wrong. She’s worked hard to get 
better on the perimeter and improve her ball 
handling and the range on her shot. Along 
with her ability to play inside, that gives us a 
big advantage.”

Williams said Kuster’s hard work has 
helped her grow as a player and inspire the rest 
of the team.

“She’s the hardest worker in practice,” Wil-
liams said. “At the end of practice, she’ll try 
to win that sprint no matter how tired she is. 
She’s a very durable player — she’s only missed 
two games in her career and she’s hardly ever 
missed a practice — and she really brings it ev-
ery day. As a coach, you could hardly ask for 
more [than] that your best player is your hard-
est worker.”

Kuster has captained the team since her soph-
omore year. She said she wants to be remem-
bered as more than a scorer and a rebounder.

“If, in 10 years, people ask, ‘How was Jes-
sica when she was here?’ I want people to talk 
about how I was a good leader and a good 
friend and a good teammate,” Kuster said. “I 
want to be someone where, if five years down 
the road I come and I want to play an open 
gym, people would want to be on my team, not 
because of scoring or because of rebounding, 
but because I’m an encouraging person, be-
cause I would bring them up and would help 
motivate them.”

Kuster sets women’s basketball scoring record

by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

The Rice Owls men’s basketball team lost their 
first conference road games of the season 89-76 
at the University of Texas, San Antonio on Thurs-
day, Jan. 30 and 68-57 to the University of Texas, 
El Paso on Saturday, Feb. 1. With the losses, the 
Owls are now 6-15 overall and 1-7 in Conference 
USA play.

Head Coach Ben Braun said the team played 
some of its best basketball of the season against 
UTEP. Braun said he was impressed with the 
Owls’ performance in the first half before the Min-
ers stormed back in the last 20 minutes.

“I thought that was our best half of the year, 
going to UTEP and holding them to 21 points and 
30 percent [shooting] from the field,” Braun said. 
“Give UTEP credit; they are one of the top two 
teams in the league.”

Freshman guard Marcus Jackson said the Owls 
were intimidated by the crowd noise, especially at 
the beginning of the second half, which threw the 
team off of its game. However, Jackson said the 
players will learn from this game and play better 
the next time they are in front of a hostile crowd.

“We did get a little rattled by the crowd when 
we turned the ball over,” Jackson said. “The [fans] 
got loud, and we could not hear our coaches. It 
was definitely a learning experience to play in a 
crowd like that, but it definitely helped us grow. 
If we are in that situation again, we will come out 
on top.”

Despite the noisy UTEP crowd, Jackson 
recorded a season high with 14 points. After 
missing a few games because of a minor leg in-
jury, Jackson said he is getting back up to game 
speed. He said he is still disappointed with his 
shooting percentage, but believes it will im-
prove soon.

“When I came back from the injury, I was slow 
until I got my quickness and stamina back up,” 
Jackson said. “I am 100 percent now, which is 
good, and I think I am just getting back into the 
rhythm, so it’s a lot easier for me. I will start mak-
ing more of my shots now.”

Braun said it has been great to have Jackson 
back on the court. He said Jackson is a major asset 
off the bench for the Owls who has helped on both 
the offensive and defensive ends of the floor.

“It’s good to see him healthy again,” Braun 
said. “To get [Jackson] back is huge. We have been 
without [Jackson] for weeks, but to see him come 
back with a smile on his face and knocking down 
his shots is great. His defense has improved, and 
he is getting [his] stamina back.”

The Owls will return to Tudor Fieldhouse 
to face the University of North Texas on Thurs-
day, Feb. 6 and the University of Tulsa on Sat-
urday, Feb. 8.

Braun said getting out to an early lead is 
important at home to build momentum and 
put pressure on the opponent. He said the team 
needs to be more consistent for the entire 40 
minutes of a game.

“Getting off to a good start is always important 
for our team,” Braun said. “I’d rather have a lead 
and work on ways to preserve it than constantly 
have to be down and catch up. We have had some 
good leads this year, and we need to work on our 
consistency. We think that’s our biggest challenge: 
consistency from half to half, game to game.”

Braun said he knows both coaches well and 
expects both the Mean Green and the Hurricane 
to put forth their best effort. Braun said the Owls 
better be ready to defend their home court.

“I have a lot of respect for the [men] that are 
coaching,” Braun said. “[North Texas and Tulsa] 
play really hard, and our attention has to be up for 
these two games.”

Men’s tennis loses  
to Texas Tech and 
Mississippi State

Men’s basketball struggles in West Texas

by Luke Samora
Thresher Staff

The men’s tennis team lost both of its 
matches over the weekend, losing 5-2 to Mis-
sissippi State University and 4-2 to Texas 
Tech University. Rice will stay on the road 
with matchups against Northwestern Uni-
versity and Cornell University this weekend, 
both away games in Evanston, Ill.

On Friday, the Owls played the Bull-
dogs without freshman Max Andrews, who 
usually plays in the third spot. He sat out 
for both matches last weekend. Freshman 
David Warren and sophomore Tommy Ben-
nett picked up Rice’s two singles points in 
this matchup.

On Sunday, Rice again scored only two 
points with singles victories from freshman 
Zach Yablon and sophomore Adam Gustafs-
son. The singles matches were played first, 
making the doubles point unnecessary af-
ter the Red Raiders secured four points.

Head Coach Efe Ustundag said the team 
played some inspiring tennis on the road, 
which made its trip to Lubbock worthwhile.

“What I really took away from this road 
trip was knowing that on any day of the 
week, we can play with some of the best 
teams in the nation,” Ustundag said. “We 
are capable of beating ranked players, and 
compared to both opponents, we showed 
more team spirit and support.”

Courtesy MarCus Connolly
Freshman center Andrew Drone goes to block a 
shot against UTSA on Thursday, Jan. 30. 

Marielle BrisBois/ thresher
Senior forward Jessica Kuster goes up for a shot against Southern Miss on Saturday, Feb. 1.

       VS. NORTH TEXAS
When and Where

Thursday 7 p.m., Tudor Fieldhouse

Preview
North Texas is 11-10 on the season with a 2-5 
record in Conference USA. Their marquee 
win of the season came against Texas A&M 
University on Dec. 31 in College Station, TX.
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However, Ustundag said this still did not 
erase the two losses from the Owls’ memory.

“At the same time, we have to do a bet-
ter job of playing well in back-to-back 
matches individually,” Ustundag said. “I 
feel like we have yet to play a match where 
all six guys play at their best. When that 
comes together, we will start defeating na-
tionally ranked teams.”

Yablon said the team needs to forget about 
this weekend and focus on its trip to Illinois.

“We need to have short-term memory 
and take the positives away because just 
about everyone had their moments during 
either the match against Mississippi State 
[or] Texas Tech,” Yablon said.

Yablon said everyone on the team 
needs to come together this weekend, fo-
cusing on mental and physical toughness 
in each match. He also believes the indoor 
conditions this weekend will greatly ben-
efit the team.

“We really need to have everyone come 
together this weekend and have everyone 
put their best effort forward,” Yablon said. 
“I believe that the indoor conditions will 
suit our team nicely, and if we can keep up 
the mental and physical toughness, then 
this coming weekend will bring us success.”

The Owls face Northwestern on Friday, 
Feb. 7 and Cornell on Saturday, Feb. 8.

by Michael Kidd
Thresher Staff

The Rice Owls women’s basketball team 
hosted two home games this past week against 
Tulane University and the University of South-
ern Mississippi. On Wednesday, Jan. 29, the Owls 
played the Green Wave and lost 62-55. Coming 
into the game, senior forward Jessica Kuster was 
14 points away from breaking the all-time Rice 
scoring record. At the 3:23 mark, Kuster made 
a 3-pointer, giving her the outright record for 
points scored. She currently has 1,881 points and 
broke a record that had previously been held for 
32 years. Kuster also holds the Rice record for ca-
reer rebounds and field goals made.

On Saturday, Feb. 1, the Owls hosted the Gold-
en Eagles and lost 74-58. The Owls had 23 turn-
overs in the game, leading to 29 points for South-
ern Miss. The Owls trailed by as many as 27 points 
early in the second half and managed to close the 

gap to 11 points with approximately 3:30 to go 
but failed to complete the comeback. Kuster led 
the team with 29 points and 12 rebounds, while 
junior forward Christal Porter scored 13 points 
and grabbed nine rebounds. Porter achieved her 
second double-digit scoring game in the last three 
games. Kuster secured her 18th double-double of 
the season and is currently second in the NCAA in 
that category. The Owls fell to an overall record of 
10-11 and 3-5 in C-USA play.

Porter said Kuster deserves all the success that 
comes her way. Porter said that along with her 
teammates, she works hard every week for the 
sake of making Kuster’s senior year successful.

“Her success is awesome, well-deserved 
and [earned],” Porter said. “We want to give our 
best for her because she is a great leader.”

Porter said the Tulane game was hard-
fought, but the Owls struggled to close it out in 
the second half. She said the Owls’ defense was 
effective, but their offense failed them.

“I think we definitely played well against 
Tulane, who is one of the better teams in our 
league,” Porter said. “We had a good defensive 
scheme against them, and it was well-execut-
ed. We were tied at halftime but just had a hard 
time scoring [in the second half], so that’s what 
we have to work on in the future.”

Porter said the upcoming game against 
Middle Tennessee State University will be 
very intense and competitive. She said Rice 
has the talent to take down the No. 25 team 
in the nation.

“Well you know that [they’re] a great team, 
but I think we have a great chance of beating 
them,” Porter said. “I feel that our team has the 
talent. Even though we haven’t been playing 
our best basketball in the last couple of games, 
I know we can play on their level. It will defi-
nitely be a good matchup.”

Rice travels to Murfreesboro, Tenn. to take on 
Middle Tennessee at 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8.

by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

The Rice Owls women’s tennis team 
hosted the NCAA defending champion, 
Stanford University, on Saturday, Feb. 1 
at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. These two 
teams last met in the Round of 32 in the 
2013 NCAA tournament. Stanford swept the 
Owls 4-0 to advance to the Sweet 16.

For this matchup, the Cardinal entered 
the game undefeated at 3-0, following up 
from a win at No. 17 University of Texas on 
Friday, Jan. 31. Rice was 2-1 entering the 
match after a loss to the Longhorns the 
week before.

The Owls failed to overcome the 
strength of the Cardinal, falling 5-2 in a 
match that lasted more than two hours. 
Stanford took the early edge by winning 
the doubles point 1-0. The Owls could not 
rally to defeat the Cardinal even with sin-
gles wins by senior Dominique Harmath 
and freshman Katherine Ip. Junior Natalie 
Beazant narrowly lost to the No. 6 singles 
player, Stanford senior Kristie Ahn, in a 
third-set tiebreaker. With the loss to Stan-
ford, the Owls are 2-2 this season and will 
be back on the road this weekend.

Rice will travel to Waco this weekend 
to take on Baylor University. The Bears 
come into the matchup with a record of 
6-1, which includes wins over ranked op-
ponents Ohio State University and Penn-
sylvania State University. Baylor lost its 
last matchup 7-0 against No. 2 University 
of Florida.

The Owls last played Baylor in 2011 in 
Waco. Rice almost upset the then-No. 3 
Bears on their home court, losing 4-3. Har-
math and senior Kimberly Anicete both 
played in singles matches as freshmen that 
year. Anicete won her matchup in two sets 
while Harmath lost in three sets. The Owls 
play Baylor on Saturday, Feb. 8 at 1 p.m.

Women’s basketball drops four in a row

Marielle BrisBois/ Thresher
Junior guard Reem Moussa dribbles the ball down the court against Southern Miss on Saturday, Feb. 1. With the loss, the Owls are now 3-5 in C-USA play.

Women’s tennis 
loses to defending 
champion Stan-
ford at Jake Hess
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I feel like we have yet to 
play a match where all 
six guys play at their best. 
When that comes together 
we will start defeating na-
tionally ranked teams .

Efe Ustundag
Baker ‘99



the Rice ThresherWednesday, February 5, 2014 11

Ryan Li/ ThResheR
Junior Natalie Beazant swings a backhand at Saturday’s game against Stanford at Jake Hess Stadi-
um. The Owls lost 5-2 to fall to 2-2 for the season. Rice travels to Waco to play Baylor on Saturday.

THRESHER SPORTS
become the next SPORTS EDITOR

email dke1@rice.edu



Amendment 64
The Facts:
This proposition would legalize the consumption 
of marijuana inside newly designated toking ar-
eas. These designated areas will be located around 
campus and will be marked by large green tents, 
idle masses of people and posters of Bob Marley. 
This proposition is backed by RechargeU, the Hoot 
and the Office of Student Wellbeing.

Our Take:
We believe Amendment 64 should pass because 
the drugs ain’t never killed no thang other than 
countless late-night hours, hopes and dreams. 

Amendment 58
The Facts:
Re-“peels” the Owl Sticker policy and replaces it 
with a policy wherein state-issued IDs are valid 
forms of identification — as they are everywhere 
else in the country.

Our Take:
Public party beer-garden security screenings will 
not be radically changed by the removal of stick-
ers. In fact, students have long been able to cir-
cumvent this policy by registering a Rice student 
as an invited guest, and then telling the service-
hour-seeking freshman ID checker that your 
friend is 21 but is from out-of-state and does not 
attend Rice. They get served every time.

SA President
The Facts:
Abstinence-only education has proven effective 
across the United States. At Rice, you cannot get 

pregnant elected without securing more than 50 
percent of the vote.

Our Take:
We know you Backpage readers will be tempted to 
write in something stupid on the ballot, but please re-
sist these natural urges. You are not ready yet, and this 
is a big decision. No matter what you put on your bal-

lot, nothing can completely protect you from the dan-
gers of voting in an SA election. The only 100 percent 
safe method of voting is abstinence.

Proposition 66
The Facts:
Proposed by campus senator David McDonald (D., 
Housing and Dining), the so-called “shot-glass” 
amendment will further reduce servery cups to 1.5-oz 
servings.

Our Take:
We oppose this measure because it encourages the 
hoarding of plastic cups in giant stacks inside rooms.

Proposition 61
The Facts:
This proposition would give Rice students free 
season tickets to all Owls sporting events.

Our Take:
This will improve student attendance at home 
sporting events, as the prices in recent years have 
been prohibitively expensive. All last fall, student 
attendance at home games was low, but this dras-
tically changed when an alum graciously donated 
tickets to the conference championship game.

Thresher Editor-
In-Chief

The Facts:
Miles might promise to bring back cat-toons, party 
patrol and the Jimmy John’s delivery menu. He’s so 
dreamy. He wears New Balance 574s.

Our Take:
He really likes to party.

MILES KRUPPA: Yeah, this album is dedicated to all the 
teachers that told me I’d never amount to nothing. To all the 
people that lived above the buildings that I was hustling in 
front of that called the police on me when I was just trying to 
make some money to feed my daughter.

WANTED
Household assistant 
Duties include:  assisting house manager 
with errands and administrative support; 
part-time babysitting as needed for three 
children (ages 6, 4 and 3).  Occasional help 
with children’s homework and projects.  
Flexible schedule.  Part-time or full-time.  

Occasional weekend work.
Qualifications: 3rd or 4th year college 
student or recent college graduate.  Prior 
babysitting experience.
Compensation: $20/hr.
Interested persons should submit a re-
sume and indication of interest to Jo 
Lynn Hendricks at jo@arnoldfam.net.

Part-time and full-time stylists needed 
ASAP! Have fun and earn extra income 
on your own time with luxury clothing 
company J.Hilburn. All training and ma-
terials provided. Energetic self-starters 
email Sara.Beck@jhilburnpartner.com to 
schedule an interview.

Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training 
is paid, and we pay for travel. Email your 
resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
12 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

The Backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For any comments or questions, contact ajw3@rice.edu or purple@rice.edu.
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