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Oh, the places 
you’ll go!

by Andrew Ta
News Editor

Since the formation of the Vision 
for the Second Century, Rice has pri-
oritized internationalization efforts, 
according to Sonny Lim, special as-
sistant for international collabora-
tions in Rice University’s Office of the 
President. 

“Internationalization efforts will 
be consistent with [the] V2C and will 
aim to enhance the quality of teach-
ing, research and service on our 
home campus,” Lim said. “In gener-
al, Rice will seek to deepen the qual-
ity of certain strategic partnerships in 
the next few semesters, with a focus 
to enhance learning abroad, research 
and career platforms, student and 
faculty opportunities, as well as our 
growing alumni networks here and 
abroad.”

New Programs
As a reflection of Rice’s efforts, 

numerous international programs 
have been established in the past 
year, Lim said.

“Our innovative faculty members 
have recently led new study abroad 
programs in Cuba for art and His-
panic studies, in the United Kingdom 
for English language studies, and in 
China for cultural communication 
and Mandarin language programs,” 
Lim said. “New exchange programs 
have been established in France, 
South Korea and Denmark.”

There are also new programs and 
centers on campus, Lim said.

“In the past academic year, we 
launched Brasil@Rice to strategically 
expand and promote academic and 
cultural mobility to and from Brazil, 
a dynamic society and rapidly devel-
oping economy,” Lim said. “With this 

center in place, our faculty launched 
a dual [doctoral program] with Bra-
zil’s UNICAMP, expanded our visiting 
doctoral and undergraduate student 

programs, and awarded travel grants 
to faculty members who are conduct-
ing collaborative research.”

0see World, page 2
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Rice enhances international outreach

by Andrew Ta
News Editor

Rondelet, Rice’s traditional spring 
semiformal, will return this year after a 
two-year absence and will be held Sat-
urday, March 22 at Trevisio Restaurant 
and Conference Center in the Texas 
Medical Center, according to Rice Pro-
gram Council President Aisha Jeeva.

“We are currently in the initial 
stages of planning the event,” Jeeva, a 

Martel College junior, said. “We don’t 
have a formal budget yet, [but expect 
to have] 600 tickets, the capacity of the 
venue.”

Jeeva said all ticket sales are 
used to cover production costs for 
the event.

“We never aim to make a profit 
on the formals,” Jeeva said. “Costs 
include paying for a DJ, sound equip-
ment, EMS, RUPD, any food at the 
event, non-alcoholic drinks, rental 

fees, etc. and usually end up in the 
tens of thousands.”

The event will be held off campus 
because Rice does not have a location 
on campus which accommodate the 
attendance expected for this type of 
event, Jeeva said.

“The only way in which we could 
have the event on campus is to have 
it in a tent, which we cannot afford 
with our current budget,” Jeeva said. 
“We have been lucky with Esperanza 

the past two years in that there were 
already tents on campus at the time 
of the event that we were able to uti-
lize through campus partnerships …. 
As there is no campus event utilizing 
a tent taking place around the time of 
Rondelet, this is not an option for us 
this year.”

According to Jeeva, the last time 
Rondelet was held was in the spring 
of 2011, when it sold out all 600 of its 

RPC announces return of Rondelet

Faculty Senate 
working group 
to discuss 
Honor Council

0see Honor, page 2

Rice students, faculty and staff, and members of the surrounding community gathered for a candle-
light vigil to honor the famous Civil Rights leader on Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The vigil was held 
outside the Rice Memorial Center in Ray Courtyard.

Lighting a candle for 
Martin Luther King Jr.

0see Rondelet, page 3

by Anita Alem
Thresher Staff

The Faculty Senate has as-
sembled a Working Group on 
the Honor Council and Graduate 
Students, according to an email 
from Speaker of the Faculty Sen-
ate Carl Caldwell and working 
group chair Graham Bader.

According to Bader, who is an 
associate professor of art history, 
the growth of Rice’s graduate 
student population and its diver-
sification prompted the forma-
tion of the working group.

He said the group is seeking 
the opinions and comments of 
the Rice community on the func-
tioning of the Honor Code with 
regard to graduate students to 
guide its evaluation.

“The [working group] hopes 
to solicit feedback related to its 
charge and make appropriate rec-
ommendations, if any, to the Fac-
ulty Senate,” Bader said. “I have 
no specific expectations, [but] I 
do hope we’ll receive thoughtful 
and productive comments.”

The working group includes 
students and faculty from sev-
eral different groups, includ-
ing the Jesse H. Jones Graduate 
School of Business, the Office of 
the Dean of Graduate and Post-
doctoral Studies, the Student As-
sociation, Student Judicial Pro-
grams and the Graduate Student 
Council, according to the Faculty 
Senate website.

According to Honor Council 
Chair Adriana Bracho, both un-
dergraduate and graduate stu-
dents must sign the Honor Code 
when they begin their Rice ca-
reer. Bracho, a McMurtry College 
senior, serves as an undergradu-
ate representative to the working 
group.

“We’ve had one meeting [so far] 
to introduce everyone on the work-
ing group and [decide on] asking 
the students and faculty about 
their opinion on the Honor Code,” 
Bracho said. “I hope to bring the 
undergraduates’ perspective, and 
I’m also there to clarify a lot of 
points about the Honor Council 
and the Honor Code.”

Graduate Student Associa-
tion President Michael “Goat” 
Domeracki said he thinks the 
formation of the working group 
is beneficial.

“The Honor Code is a complex 
and very important element of 
student life here at Rice and any 
opportunity to evaluate it fur-
ther is worth pursuing,” Domer-
acki said. “I know our graduate 
student representatives to the 
council have done an amazing 
job and have raised issues in the 
past that need to be investigated 
more thoroughly.”
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Brasil@Rice joins other initiatives at the 
university inspired by the V2C, Lim said.

“The V2C has also inspired and attracted 
the creation of the Chao Center for Asian 
Studies, a new Jewish studies major and 
a minor in Latin American studies, just to 
name a few,” Lim said. “Following up on 
the V2C, we have significantly deepened 
our ties in Latin America and Asia, two rap-
idly transforming and powerful regions. In 
particular, Rice has both built and strength-
ened relationships with some of the very 
best institutions in Mexico, Brazil, China, 
Japan, Denmark and South Korea, among 
others.”

Chao Center photographer Arthur Cao 
said he believes the center is a good repre-
sentation of Rice’s international collabora-
tive efforts.

“Every single project that I have seen at 
Chao Center has an international perspec-
tive to it,” Cao, a Jones College sophomore, 
said. “Many of the projects … are done with 
the cooperation of other institutes of higher 
education; some domestic, some foreign. I 
think the Chao Center is a strong and posi-
tive force in Rice’s internationalization ef-
forts.”

Study Abroad Ambassador Fernanda 
Pierre, who enrolled in La Universidad de 
Buenos Aires and La Universidad Catolica 
de Argentina as part of IFSA-Butler’s Argen-
tine Universities, said promoting interna-
tional ties between students is important.

“Just talking from my own personal ex-
perience, I can say that I have a lot more 
international ties that I had before,” Pierre, 
a Jones senior, said. “Especially living in a 
metropolitan area like Buenos Aires, I made 
friends not only from Argentina, but from 
Chile, Spain, Denmark and Canada. These 
were the kinds of friends where you could 
have meaningful conversations about your 
worldview and bounce back ideas on how 
the environment in your home countries 
comes into play in such outcomes.”

New Website
According to Adria Baker, the associate 

vice provost for international education, 
the international proportion of Rice’s popu-
lation has grown significantly since the turn 
of the century in accordance with the V2C.

“Internationalization has infiltrated ev-
erything: campus life, research, classes, 
curriculum,” Baker said. “It’s a part of the 
campus at this point.”

Lim said 11 to 12 percent of this year’s 
enrolling undergraduate student body was 
made up of international students and that 
there is no set target proportion for interna-
tional students.

To help with the larger focus on interna-
tionalization and the bigger international 
population, a new website was recently 
launched at international.rice.edu, Lim said.

“The website was created to help cur-
rent and prospective students and parents, 
Rice faculty and visiting scholars and staff, 
alumni and partners, and the general pub-
lic,” Lim said. “It will, for instance, present 
a central place for those who are searching 
for Rice programs or offices with key inter-
national resources and responsibilities.”

According to Baker, resources relating to 
internationalization were previously spread 
out across many different departments.

“It wasn’t centralized before,” Baker 
said. “You’d have to apply in admissions, 
then do something somewhere else. You’d 
have to go to each different department. The 
website doesn’t repeat any information, but 
it’s a place to link to all of the many offices.”

0WORLD
from page 1

by Jennifer Shen
Thresher Staff

A crowd of more than 50 people gathered 
Friday, Jan. 17 to celebrate the launch night of 
EtherNest, a room in the Abercrombie Engi-
neering Laboratory that will serve as a collab-
orative space for students to explore creative 
uses of technology.

EtherNest’s main organizer Reed Jones said 
EtherNest was born out of a conversation with 
associate professor of computer science Lin 
Zhong, electrical and computer engineering de-
partment chair Behnaam Aazhang and profes-
sor of computer science Joseph Cavallaro near 
the beginning of the fall semester.

“Initially, [we] were interested in finding a 
way for engineering students to pursue projects 
that were not academically related,” Jones, a 
McMurtry College senior, said.

Zhong said he thought of the idea for Ether-
Nest while reading Walter Isaacson’s biography 
Steve Jobs. In the book, Isaacson describes the 
electronics hobbyist community where Jobs 
met Steve Wozniak.

“I saw that when you get like-minded folks 
to mingle and challenge them, great things can 
happen,” Zhong said. “I felt there was a need 
for such environments at Rice, especially for 
students who are interested in building things 
with computers and electronics.”

As the plan developed, the organizers 
wanted EtherNest to be available for all stu-
dents who are interested in experimenting 
with technologies, Jones said. Students who 
complete a 30-minute orientation process will 
be able to access the space. The dates of the 
orientation will be available on EtherNest’s 
Facebook page and through its mailing list.

EtherNest will provide hardware tools such 
as soldering irons and launch pads, most of 
which are currently funded by the Department 
of Electrical and Computer Engineering. Jones 
said EtherNest is seeking additional funding 
from companies, and Texas Instruments has 
already donated some tools.

Zhong said he helped to get funding from 
the ECE department because he wanted ECE 

majors to get exposure to hands-on projects 
early on, in addition to getting more students to 
do fun things with electronics and computers 
regardless of their majors.

EtherNest will host workshops in the com-
ing weeks to get students started, Jones said. 
Planned activities for these workshops include 
teaching students how to put programmable 
lights on bags and bicycles.

Jones said the name EtherNest came from a 
4 a.m. brainstorming session when they were 
sitting next to an Ethernet port.

“We wanted something that conjured im-
ages of a creative technical space without being 
too abstract,” Jones said. “We liked the name 
partially because Ethernet is a networking tech-
nology, which to me evokes collaboration.”

Former president of the Rice chapter of the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 

Richard Latimer said he is excited to see where 
EtherNest is going.

“I had the opportunity to help form the 
IEEE Dr. Bill Lounge, and I witnessed how 
this location became a hub for Elec culture,” 
Latimer, an electrical engineering graduate 
student, said. “Similarly, EtherNest is going 
to be a major hub for innovation and creativ-
ity at Rice.”

Martel College junior Julia Hossu said she 
appreciated the ease of accessing EtherNest 
compared to the Oshman Engineering Design 
Kitchen, which has more tools but can be hard 
to get permission to use and can be intimidat-
ing for non-engineering majors.

“I feel like EtherNest is a good mix of cool 
things, hangout space and accessibility for 
students with more tech-heavy interests,” 
Hossu said.

EtherNest allows space for innovation

Students gather at the newly opened EtherNest at the Abercrombie Lab to collaborate on 
creative projects using technology.

dante zakhidov/thresher

Domeracki said the difference between 
graduate and undergraduate students 
should be considered when looking at the 
Honor Code.

“The graduate experience is different 
than the undergraduate, and the same 
Honor Code rules may not apply equitably 
to both, and I am glad, though not sur-
prised, to see the university working with 
both faculty and students to evaluate the 
policy closely,” Domeracki said. “This is 
just a further example of the great relation-
ship the students have with the university 
administration.”

Bader said the working group plans to 
present its findings to the Faculty Senate by 
mid-March.

0HONOR
from page 1
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The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Jan. 12-17. This does not represent the 
daily crime log required by the Clery Act, which can be found at 
rupd.rice.edu

Other buildings
Duncan Hall
BRC
Willy’s Pub

Other locations
West Lot
Off Campus

Jan. 14
Jan. 16
Jan. 17

Jan. 12
Jan. 17

Theft
Theft of bicycle
Liquor law violations

Public intoxication
Credit card abuse

tickets. She said RPC expects the event to be 
similarly popular this year.

“The reason why the event is being brought 
back this year has to do largely with the signifi-
cant student demand for it,” Jeeva said. “In the 
past two years that the event has not been held, 
we have received countless requests for it to be 
brought back. This student demand combined 
with the fact that several classes have yet to ex-
perience their first Rondelet and greatly wish to 
do so lead me to believe that this event will be a 
great success.”

Jeeva said Rondelet is being held later in the 
semester than in previous years to allow stu-
dents more time to prepare.

“[Rondelet] was not held in … 2012 because 
we had only sold [approximately] 20 tickets a 
week before the formal and would therefore 
never have been able to cover the cost of the 
event,” Jeeva said. “There were many things 
that led to this situation, including lack of ad-
vertising on our part and the formal being so 
early in the semester that students didn’t have 
time to find outfits, dates, make plans, etc.

Jeeva said Rondelet was not held last year 
because RPC combined its budget for both semi-
formals into the Centennial Esperanza in order to 
ensure it lived up to the centennial experience.

Jeeva said RPC will continue to improve how 
it runs semiformals.

“We’ve fixed a lot of the issues with our 
online ticketing [and] payment system from 
last year and are currently working on the last 
few kinks,” Jeeva said. “We also got a lot of re-
quests for a coat check at Esperanza this year, 
so we are going to see if we can implement that 
at Rondelet. Since we are also working from a 
fully functioning building, we won’t have any 
issues with running low on things like water or 
bathrooms.

Brown College sophomore Gabriel Wang said 
he is cautiously looking forward to the dance.

“Since it hasn’t happened in a while, I don’t 
really know what to expect,” Wang said. “If it’s 
anything like Esperanza, I’m just excited to let 
loose and dance with friends. I’m just glad it’s 
actually happening because I think I remember 
hearing that two years ago, it was canceled rela-
tively late.”

Hanszen College junior Karen Hong said she 
thinks Rondelet will fill a niche in the spring se-
mester.

“I’m definitely excited for just the fact that 
it’s happening since I don’t think we get any 
huge events in the spring semester that are com-
parable to Esperanza,” Hong said. “As for it be-
ing off campus, I guess my only concern would 
be getting there [and] back. It seems too close 
to drive, but not exactly a desirable distance to 
walk, either.”

0RONDELET
from page 1 NEWS IN BRIEF

  

NO NEW SID MASTER YET
Sid Richardson College Master Search 

Committee member Morgan McNeel said the 
committee was still searching for new mas-
ters.

“A pair of candidates decided that the tim-
ing wasn’t right for them, so as a result, we 
will continue the search until we find the 
perfect fit for Sid,” McNeel said in an email 
sent out to Sid Richardson students.

ANDERSON CONSTRUCTION
Director of Facilities and Maintenance 

Services Doug Wells said the construction 
on the sidewalk outside Anderson Hall is 
a result of a broken sewer line uncovered 
when Facilities Engineering and Planning 
removed part of the sidewalk for repairs 
over winter break.

“After finding this [problem], we had no 
choice but to dig up and repair the entire 
length of broken sewer line,” Wells said.

Wells said the line is now repaired and 
the work on the sidewalk should be com-
plete within a few days, after which FE&P 
will relandscape the area.
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Paul Brace is a professor of political science 
who teaches American government. He is also 
Clarence L. Carter Chair of Legal Studies. 

Klaudia Brace is the chief financial officer for 
Greater Houston Partnership. 

Rice Thresher: Why do you want to be 
masters?
Paul Brace: The entire college community 
seemed very attractive to us. Our kids are both 
almost grown up, and we have more time to 
work on things like this. We were very attract-
ed to the Hanszen family. 
Klaudia Brace: And I think also we enjoy be-
ing around college students. We like the resi-
dential college environment, the activities and 
the group feeling.

What do you expect to bring to Hanszen?
Paul: Klaudia  is really organized, so she has 
the capacity to help people execute their plans 
by organizing their activities and resources to 
realize their goals. 
Klaudia: We have one boy in college and one 
who’ll be in college soon, so I think we’ve got a 
good understanding of what college life is like.
Paul: I have a long tradition of trying to help 
students realize their goals, such as trying to 
get into law schools, get into graduate schools 
and get jobs. I’m happy to listen to their goals 
and maybe make some comments about the 
best way to realize them. And I’m somewhat 
involved in public affairs and the media; I 
think current affairs is something we can 
bring to the table to discuss.

Let’s talk about your family. How many 
children do you have?
Paul: Two kids, one cat and one dog. Our older 
son is 19 and is studying at the University of 
Michigan. Our younger son is a sophomore at St. 
John’s High School in Houston; he’s almost 16.

What do you do for fun?
Paul: We ski and travel. Klaudia plays golf a 
lot. I hike in the summer and do some climb-
ing. I’m a runner. I ran the Houston Mara-
thon twice.

What’s your biggest expectation for the 
next five years?
Paul: We are ready to learn. The master’s role 
is important, but there are not a lot of formal 
responsibilities for the job as we understand 
it. We look to be very much involved, which I 
think is important for the masters. 
Klaudia: And also getting to know the students 
and following them through their years at Rice. 

Any other aspects of Rice you want to high-
light? 
Klaudia: It is a great environment. There’s lots 
to do. We really liked the residential college 
system; it’s very different. We both went to very 
big public universities. Rice is a very different 
experience from that, and we love the campus.
Paul: Rice placed in the top five on Princeton 
Review’s ranking for best quality of life. I might 
have to attribute that to the residential college 
system, which is pretty unique. I think that’s 
influencing how students feel about their time 
here.
Klaudia: It’s a good environment for making 
connections that’ll last throughout your life. 

You mentioned that you liked Hanszen tra-
ditions a lot. What tradition specifically do 
you like most?
Paul: Hanszen has a strong family tradition. 
It’s one of the original colleges so it has a long 
history. There are various events and activities 
that they have been doing for a long time. They 
are looking for new traditions too. We want to 
participate in that. 

About creating new traditions, do you have 
any thoughts right now?
Paul: No, we want to talk to them. We want to 
start a tradition of the tailgate in the driveway 
before the football games in the fall. Some stu-
dents expressed a lot of interest, because the 
Hanszen master house is literally a couple hun-
dred yards from the football stadium.

What types of challenges are you expecting 
as masters?
Paul: There are around 300 students in the col-
lege. We need to get to know every one of them. 
We are going to try to figure out ways to cre-
ate manageable groups that are still intimate 
enough to actually get to know each other and 
create activities around that. That’s the chal-
lenge, and we’re still trying to figure it out. We 
want to learn from other masters and the stu-
dents. That’s a challenge but also a goal.

What do you want to accomplish during 
your time as masters?
Paul: I think students have an allegiance to 
their colleges, and we’d like to see the masters 
be a part of that allegiance. In other words, we 
want to reinforce the good things. 
Klaudia: And I think another challenge will 
just be learning the Hanszen culture a little 
more deeply than we understand it now.

This interview has been edited for clarity and 
length.

Hanszen and Lovett announce new masters
Hanszen welcomes the Braces Lovett introduces the Onuchics

New Hanszen College Masters Paul and Klaudia Brace and their son.
AnAstAsiA BolshAkovA/thresher

Jose Onuchic is the Harry C. and Olga K. Wiess 
Professor in Physics and Astronomy, the Co-
Director of the Center for Theoretical Biological 
Physics and a professor of chemistry

Mayra Onuchic is the program administrator of 
Brazil Programs for Brasil@Rice.

Rice Thresher: How did you get involved 
with Lovett College?
Mayra Onuchic: It was a wonderful surprise. 
As soon as Jose came to Rice, he was invited 
to become an associate with Lovett, and he 
started going to the events. Once I moved here, 
I also started participating and becoming in-
volved and hosting dinners. 

What are some traditions that you like?
Jose Onuchic: We liked everything. We like the 
students and the faculty. The college govern-
ment tries to be as independent as possible, 
and you’re much more in an advisory role than 
actually deciding details all the time, which 
we felt would match for us. I think we felt the 
residential college system at Rice is a great tra-
dition, and I think there are lots of very inter-
esting activities like Beer Bike that create a lot 
of spirit.

Do you plan on going to the track when 
Beer Bike happens?
Mayra: Oh, definitely. [laughs]
Jose: We’ll be there. We want to change our 
lives a little bit.

What do you hope to bring to Lovett?
Jose: I have been very involved in science in 
my life. So I think I can create a lot of good 
academic tradition and help students in terms 
of doing these things. I think a great part of 
being a master is that you hope to advise and 
teach them and help them but hope they do 
the same thing to you; that they teach you, 
they advise you and you learn from the new 
generation. 
Mayra: In terms of coming from a diverse back-
ground, we are bringing a lot more diversity, a 
lot of different culture and different languages.
Jose: We haven’t yet decided if Portuguese will 
become the official language of Lovett. 

Do you have any pets, children or other 
family members that will be joining you at 
the master’s house?
Mayra: Yes, one of my sons will joining us. 
My oldest son is a student at St. Thomas now, 
and he’ll be coming to live with us over here at 
Lovett. We also have three boys. Right now, the 
three of them are here. My middle son teaches 

math at the Kinkaid School here in Houston. 
I think they all, when they’re around, will be 
very involved with the college. And we have an 
English bulldog. His name is Rei, which means 
“king” in Portuguese.

What do you do for fun?
Mayra: I really enjoy the outdoors. I used to 
do a lot of hiking. I’m getting familiar with 
some of the trails, some of the places here. I 
enjoy reading. I enjoy biking.I really try to also 
spend some time listening to music. I really 
enjoy Brazilian pop music. And I also enjoy 
cooking.
Jose: I like the outside like she does. Basically, 
we love, every morning, to go running or walk-
ing around the campus, or at least four or five 
days of the week. I used to love travel, but 
now I travel so much for business that I love 
to stay home. We also like to entertain people. 
We love social events. That’s one that makes 
us excited to become masters because that’s 
something we can also be involved in. 

What are some of your favorite activities at 
Rice?
Jose: I love teaching undergrads, and I have 
been teaching the lower division; that’s why 
I’m teaching PHYS 125 and 126. But what I 
really like is staying in my lab working on re-
search. That’s something I really like to do, 
and I think being a master, now I can avoid the 
awful administration jobs.
Mayra: I really enjoy my interaction with the 
students here at Rice. I do a lot of support for 
the Brazilian students. And because my office 
is like an umbrella of the Office of Internation-
al Students and Scholars, I really get a chance 
to interact with a lot of international students 
and the entire OISS staff. 

What are some Lovett traditions you are 
looking forward to?
Jose: There are many traditions that Lovett 
helped to create. I don’t know all the details 
of them, but I think they have a special way 
of interacting with the community by having 
strong associates that get involved. I see at 
associates’ nights, there’s always a special oc-
casion, a special show and stuff like that that 
you want to do. I want to be involved with all 
the sports activities; I really just want to be 
around the students and the cheering and play 
because it creates a good spirit, not only of in-
teracting with students of Lovett, but alsow 
with students of other colleges.

This interview has been edited for clarity and 
length.

New Lovett College Masters Jose and Mayra Onuchic and their sons.
Courtesy Jose And MAyrA onuChiC/thresher
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Don’t get me wrong. I love the concept of di-
versity. I often joke that I would travel abroad for 
a living if I could. Moreover, I believe immersion in 
a foreign culture through travel or studying abroad 
is an integral part of a student’s development. 
Rice University’s administration shares this senti-
ment. However, I think it is time to acknowledge 
that while President David Leebron has run with 
the idea of international expansion, he may have 
run too far — much too far. According to statistics 
released on futureowls.rice.edu regarding 2013 ad-
missions, international citizens comprise a whop-
ping 14 percent of the student population. While 
I am thrilled that many international students are 
offered a Rice education, let me just ask the un-
comfortable question everyone is afraid to utter: 
Have we gone too far? 

Because of Leebron’s aggressive internation-
alization effort, more and more equally qualified, 
lower-income Americans are being denied the op-
portunity to attend Rice. From an economic stand-
point, the motive for Leebron’s expansion initia-
tive makes sense — international students pay 
full tuition, while many comparable Americans 
require financial aid. But this incessant focus on 
drawing in international students and diversifying 

the campus is excessive at best. At worst, it leads 
to the alienation of hundreds of budding young 
high school seniors and leaves a bitter taste in the 
mouths of more than a few current Rice students. 

Even if Leebron’s intentions in increasing the 
international student population are pure, their 
execution is undeniably flawed. Of the 143 foreign 
nationals admitted in 2013, 88 were from China, 
while a single student each hailed from Germany, 
New Zealand, Norway and Nigeria, just to name a 
few. For a school so intent on creating a multina-
tional, diverse learning environment, Rice seems 
biased toward certain nations. I am not propos-
ing that we should cut the international program 
or ban admittance of students from particular re-
gions, but if Leebron truly wants Rice to become a 
melting pot, he might need to branch out and find 
different ingredients.

Leebron also needs to learn when enough 
is enough. In his eight years as Rice University’s 
president, international applications have in-
creased fivefold. He has achieved what he set out 
to do, and by continuing on this aggressive path, 
he is denying the college experience craved by 
international applicants to those of us from the 
lowly United States of America.

A common justification for the increase in the 
international student population is that it is a 
great way to get the university’s name out across 
the world. However, one of the greatest appeals 
of Rice is its ability to offer a huge number of pro-
fessional connections to students across the U.S. 
through its alumni network. Based on my conver-
sations with upperclassmen, a majority of inter-
national students end up returning to their native 
country where these networks are not as valuable 
as they would be for American students.

Our school’s purpose should be to provide the 
best experience possible for the greatest number 
of students. In order to do this, we need to stop 
our international expansion and instead give a 
few more Americans a chance.  

 Internationalization effort should be scaled back

Marie Gleichauf
is a  Baker College 
sophomore.

Rondelet good 
progress for RPC
Despite Rice Program Council’s past mis-

takes in planning and organizing Rondelet, the 
Thresher applauds RPC’s foresight in planning 
this year’s Rondelet, (see story, p. 1). RPC has 
taken time to poll student opinion, and after 
finding that many students care about Ronde-
let, RPC has taken the initiative to revive the 
event and has made it a priority.

We like to see Rondelet back on its feet after 
not happening for the past two years. It is a fun 
semiformal that mixes students from different 
colleges and disciplines. Moving the location 
off campus lets students experience a different 
setting and venue, and tickets are usually at an 
affordable price.

The event’s move down the calendar from 
January to March is a step in the right direc-
tion. By holding Rondelet later in the semes-
ter, RPC will have more time to sell tickets and 
build publicity. In addition, hosting Rondelet 
the weekend before Willy Week is a great way 
to jumpstart the festivities. We encourage stu-
dents to recognize the effort RPC is putting into 
the revitalization of this event, and hope that at-
tendance will be high and will work to support 
future RPC events. 

International
efforts prove

 beneficial despite 
narrow scope

The Thresher is pleased to see the administra-
tion’s effort to include a more diverse group of stu-
dents from around the world, namely through new 
exchange programs in France, South Korea and 
Denmark, as well as the Brasil@Rice on-campus 
program (see story, p. 1). They provide a different 
perspective to the undergraduate experience and 
enrich cultural life.

While we think the directive to increase the 
international student population is good, simply 
increasing the percentage of international students 
does not necessarily make Rice more diverse. Rice 
should seek out a variety of international groups 
rather than simply focusing on students from one 
region or country.

While Rice has done a fine job gathering a di-
verse student body, we would like to see more effort 
put toward promoting social integration between 
international and exchange students and domestic 
students. International students come a long way 
from their homes to be a part of the American edu-
cation system, which includes not only academics, 
but also social experiences. Likewise, students 
from the United States may come to Rice for its di-
verse student body. Rice students should take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to interact with diverse 
cultural groups and learn from their peers.

Rice should be a place for a cultural education 
as well as an academic one.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

Look into my column and relax. Take a deep 
breath. Do not look away. Do not speak. Keep your 
mind on my words. Think of nothing else.

You are feeling sleepy. Your eyelids are get-
ting heavy, heavier. Maybe they already are 
heavy, so heavy. So unless I am a natural hyp-
notizer, you are sleep deprived. And nothing 
personal, but I am slightly and empathetically 
disappointed in you.

Sleep is very very important. We tell ourselves 
this fact every time we yawn. And some ignore it 
and guzzle gratuitous amounts of coffee, or for 
the tamer folk, green tea.

Our sleeping pattern was skewed a while 
back. Back in the Dark Ages, people slept in 
two shifts. They retired upon sundown, dozed 
until midnight, woke up for an hour or two and 
returned to sleep until the early morning. Every-
body thought this was a great system, and they 
even threw in the semi-regular nap in the early 
afternoon (some countries still do). Then Edison 
had the bright idea of the light bulb and screwed 
everything up. People stayed up later and, with 
industrialist thinking, squished the two sleeping 
shifts together to create one “efficient” eight-hour 
sleeping block.

With caffeine, screens, dedication and/or 
deadlines, we think we can whittle that block 
down a bit more, and a bit more — but that does 
not work. Sleeping less than three hours forces 
your performance to jump off a cliff and lie, strug-
gling to breathe, at the bottom. I know the feeling, 
like someone stuffed a bunch of cotton balls in 
your head.

Why do we need sleep? We don’t know exact-
ly, which is a terrible but true answer for such a 
necessary function. We have a pretty good idea, 
though, that it condenses and filters experiences 
into long-term memory. Recent research complet-
ed at the University of Rochester found that sleep 
cleans out cognitive waste built up during the day 
(just like resting after exercise), and a lack of sleep 
lets the waste accumulate. You might surmise 
that this accumulation is not optimal.

Though it might not seem like it, you can eas-

ily get enough sleep. First, you must internalize 
the fact that sleep is the first priority. It affects 
everything. Your conscious experience hinges on 
it. Yes, you can function off a few hours of sleep, 
but how much do you remember of the hours you 
trudge through, zombie-like? Slumber usually is  
more productive than a late-night cram session.

But when should you sleep? Whenever you 
feel tired. Even a catnap helps your circadian 
rhythm get its bearings. Your body will fall into a 
cycle. Of course, you should also cut back on or 
nix caffeine (everything in moderation) and quit 
gazing at screens deep into the night (for refer-
ence, blue light is worst for sleeping, red is best). 
Bathrooms, frequently the brightest-lit rooms, 
pose the same problem as the screens. Light 
holds the most sway over your circadian rhythm, 
so closely synchronizing artificial light levels with 
natural light levels would work wonders. If rest-
lessness persists, breath-robbing exercise during 
the day will render your body too tired to protest.

Can we return to our natural biphasic sleep 
pattern? It would take a cultural shift. The best 
we can do is advocate for naptime along with our 
lunch break (some businesses do this and report 
increased productivity).

Who am I to tell everyone what to do? Some-
one terrible at following his own advice. I work 
at a newspaper (architecture major, too). As with 
“Drink more water,” people can be bossy and in 
the right if they command you to sleep. In using 
a third of the lifespan, sleep allows us to experi-
ence the other two-thirds fully. You cannot cheat 
that proportion.

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ

Mitch Mackowiak
is a  Lovett College  
freshman and Thresh-
er opinions editor.

StageS of PantS-neSS
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THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world of 
Houston.

ARTOPIA
Get inundated with art at Winter 
Street Studio’s 2014 Artopia. No mat-
ter what peaks your interest, you’re 
sure to satisfy it with over 25 artists 
and live music, fashion shows, and 
dance and theatrical performances. 
Tickets start at $45 and include 
complimentary food, wine, cock-
tail and beer sampling. The event 
is Saturday, Jan. 25 from 8-11 p.m. 

Winter Street Studios
2101 Winter St.

microapp.houstonpress.com

NEW PLAY
You won’t want to miss Other Des-
ert Cities, hailed by the New York 
Times as the “best new play on 
Broadway.” It describes the hyster-
ical story of a woman who returns 
home for Christmas and struggles 
to cope with her family’s reac-
tion to her soon-to-be-released 
tell-all memoir. Tickets start at 
$26. The play runs Jan. 21-29.

Alley Theatre
615 Texas St.

alleytheatre.org

TET FESTIVAL
Celebrate the Vietnamese Lu-
nar New Year with the Tet 
FESTival at Discovery Green, 
which will take place Satur-
day, Jan. 5 from 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Activities include cultural 
ceremonies, a fashion show, 
poetry reading, food-eating con-
tests, comedy skits and more.  
Admission is free. 

Discovery Green 
1500 McKinney St. 

tetfesthouston.org

OPERA
Moores School of Music 
presents The Consul, which 
will run Jan. 23 - 26 at 7:30 
p.m. In this Pulitzer Prize-
winning drama, a woman is 
stuck in a Kafkaesque night-
mare. It will be performed 
in original English with sub-
titles. Student tickets $12.

University of Houston – 
Moores Opera House

3800 Cullen Blvd. 
uh.edu/class/music/opera

Thresher Staff

In the wake of the Internet came 
a whole new way to gain fame in the 
music world — make something that 
people want to listen to, put it on You-
Tube, gain fame overnight. Such is the 
story of Wesleyan-Brooklyn-based rap 
trio Das Racist, who made waves with 
their 2008 jam “Combination Pizza 
Hut and Taco Bell” before releasing 
two impressive mixtapes and a single 
debut album prior to breaking up to 
pursue solo careers. From the ashes 
of the group have risen an impressive 
and prolific run of five mixtapes from 
one of two primary Das Racist rap-
pers, Victor Vazquez, aka Kool A.D. 
His latest mixtape, Not O.K., demon-
strates his further development as a 
rapper since the breakup of the group 
while returning to the style of his 
Northern California roots.

Kool A.D. was primarily billed as a 
“comedy” or “gag” rapper during his 
days in Das Racist, a group known for 
its combination of college-educated 
literary and socially relevant referenc-
es as well as its sarcasm and humor. 
Not O.K. is still a funny album, but 
Kool often dips further into apathetic 
sincerity and self-awareness than he 
has previously. The first proper track, 
“Victory,” is a standout with an excel-
lent sidesaddle beat and rattling pro-
duction, where Kool appropriately be-
gins the album by declaring himself 
among the best rappers in the world. 
“See my literary history, your military 
couldn’t do shit to me / My name is in 
the beginning of victory.” However, 
Kool never takes himself seriously, 
often ridiculing those who question 
his lack of development. “That’s a ref-
erence to another Kool A.D. rap line / 
last time I said candle light instead of 
lamp light, so that’s like about prog-
ress,” he raps as if speaking directly 
to the listener on “Pass the Milk.”

Kool’s flow is relaxed and often 
conversational, which makes the al-
bum perfect for easy listening. The 
15 tracks link together smoothly and 

by Benjamin Huber-Rodriguez

Not O.K.
 B

Sophie Newman
A&E Editor

Stepping into the gallery, 
smooth jazz music is playing softly 
and five or so artists are hard at 
work covering a snaking frame of 
wood with layers of bubble wrap 
and black plastic trash bags. 
Arches, plastered in vivid blue 
and red stickers, stretch above 
like gateways. It feels like enter-
ing the set of Dr. Seuss’s Oh, the  
Places You’ll Go!

Such is the work of design stu-
dio El Ultimo Grito, led by husband 
and wife team Roberto Feo and Ro-
sario Hurtado. They have garnered 
international attention and won 
numerous awards, including the 
2012 London Design Medal. Their 
work will be on display at Rice Gal-
lery beginning Jan. 23.

El Ultimo Grito’s sculptures uti-
lize ordinary materials to generate 
sturdy frames that can be easily 
constructed and later recycled.

“For this sort of installation, we 
are basically using wood and pack-
ing materials,” Hurtado said. “They 
give us a chance to improvise and 
to do this quite fast. They’re some-
thing that can be easily put togeth-
er, and we can decide shapes in the 
moment to do site specific installa-
tions. So that was the idea — try-
ing to develop a system that would 
allow us to create these more  
organic shapes.”

Hurtado and Feo have done 
sculptures over 100 meters 
long, but because they twist 
and turn like a snake, they 
are able to fit their work into  
manageable spaces.

“We started doing it as a way 
of being able to work in a differ-
ent scale,” Feo said. “Slowly [the 
sculptures] progress and get more 
intricate. Each space, we use to 
test ideas. It’s our way of creating 
a kind of prototype.”

According to Feo and Hurtado, 
after the frame of the sculpture 

is created, it is covered in lay-
ers of stickers, which are specific  
to each piece.

“We started developing the 
idea of stickers, because they 
can add a very graphic element,” 
says Feo. “And then we start 
multiplying them, like a fractal.” 
“You can generate the illusion of 
the colors,” adds Hurtado. “So, 
for this one, the pattern is the 
same, but we have three differ-
ent combinations of colors. You 
don’t see the materials that it’s 
made from. You have this other 
graphic layer, which makes it a 
totally different object from what 
you see. That’s what you can do 
with the stickers — create the 
idea of one identity.”

Feo and Hurtado want their 
work to be more than a piece of art 
purely for admiration; they want 
people to be able to interact with 
it and enjoy the scenery, much like 
how one would use a public space 
like a park or garden.

“We are making a sort of gar-
den,” says Hurtado. “We want it to 
be a space you can walk around. 
You can go there, use your comput-
er, sit with friends or just engage 
with it.” Feo adds, “Here it was 
important that it’s not something 
you just look at from the window 
of a gallery. We try to do something 
that invites you to go in. That’s 
the kind of feeling of a garden — a 
place where you can contemplate, 
but also sit down and do other 
things.”

To enhance the effect of a gar-
den, the gallery will project videos 
of birds on the studio walls. Visi-
tors may stroll around the twisted 
paths outlined by the sculpture, 
use small tables protruding from 
the frame of the sculpture to do 
work, or simply stand and chat.

Take some time to stop by the 
secret garden and experience El 
Ultimo Grito’s masterpiece per-
sonally. Work will be on display 
through March 16.

0see ALBUM, page 8

Rice Gallery presents El Ultimo Grito

A volunteer works to cover the frame of El Ultimo Grito’s latest creation in patterned stickers, which the studio has designed specifically for this 
project. El Ultimo Grito is a London-based award-winning studio consisting of husband and wife team Roberto Feo and Rosario Hurtado. The work 
will be on display in Rice Gallery Jan. 23-Mar. 16. 

courtesY nancY cheng
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A critical analysis of the Oscars
With the Oscars around the corner, it is time to start debating which films, performances and cinematic crews deserve our praise. While the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences may get to 

give out awards live from a prestigious theater jam-packed with celebrities, I believe it is important to recognize those films that we truly believe to be the best. If the Oscars have always seemed a bit 
politicized and arbitrary to you, then read on to find a critique and analysis of the Academy’s selection process. At the very least, you will be armed with some points to convince your friends that when 
it comes to films, you know better.

Best picture
What Will Win: 12 Years a Slave
Snub: Frozen
The best picture category has become stale and predictable and is rarely an accurate reflection 

of what is most entertaining to viewers. Its winners are nearly always those movies that depict 
injustice or reflect relevant current or historical events, while movies that tell great stories and 
provide great entertainment tend to rarely get nominated. For instance, while recent best picture 
winners Argo, The King’s Speech, The Hurt Locker, Slumdog Millionaire and Crash are no doubt well-
executed, I would argue they were aesthetically inferior and told no better stories than those films 
that were not even nominated, specifically animated films Up, Wall-E and Finding Nemo. While 
filmmaking is an art and should convey an important message, deeper meaning can be found 
through a movie that tells a great story than through a film that graphically depicts horrific injus-
tice or progresses a group’s agenda. I would like to see the Academy pick a movie like Frozen for 
its merit as great entertainment rather than choose to satisfy the public’s love of controversy or 
significant events.

Best director
What Will Win: David O. Russell, American Hustle
Snub: Woody Allen, Blue Jasmine; Spike Jonze, Her
When it comes to best director, the Academy loves extravagance. Winners tend to have di-

rected films with interesting cinematography (The Artist), complex special effects (Life of Pi, 
Lord of the Rings) or graphic violence typically taking place across a variety of elaborate sets 
(The Hurt Locker, Slumdog Millionaire, No Country for Old Men). In only very rare circum-
stances do directors of great small-scale films ever seem to have a chance. This, I believe, 
sells directors short. Great directors do not just have the capacity to coordinate shocking 
aesthetics, but can intelligently align all components of a film to create a work of moving art 
that reveals something about humanity. While American Hustle is intense and fast-paced, I 
believe Woody Allen and Spike Jonze more impressively directed highly unusual films that 
connect viewers to the characters and present thought-provoking insights. This, to me, is 
the mark of great directing. It is easy to shock, but much harder to connect with an audience.

Best actor/actress
What Will Win: Actor: Chiwetel Ejiofor, 12 Years a Slave; Actress: Amy Adams, American Hustle
Snub: Actor: Robert Redford, All is Lost; Actress: Adele Exarchopoulos, Blue is the Warmest Color
The reason that I assess these two categories together is because when compared, an obvious gender 

bias among picking best actor compared to best actress becomes clear and should be corrected. Best actors 
are typically stars of films that are nominated or that win best picture, while best actresses typically win for 
participation in minor, less-celebrated films in which they played a less significant role. For instance, winners 
of best actor include Jean Dujardin, star of best picture winner The Artist, and Colin Firth, star of best picture 
winner The King’s Speech. These actors not only starred in movies highly praised by the Academy, but also 
were often the focus of the film. However, recent best actresses include Jennifer Lawrence of the snubbed 
Silver Linings Playbook, in which she played an auxiliary to lead Bradley Cooper, and Reese Witherspoon, 
a mere love interest in the acceptable Walk the Line. If the Academy is judging best actor and actress by the 
stars’ contribution to the overall success of the film, then winners of both categories should have equal roles 
and quality of films. Amy Adams, the arguable favorite for best actress, is a supporting character. While she 
deserves praise, the brave Adele Exarchopoulos deserves the award much more for her starring role in the un-
fairly dismissed Blue is the Warmest Color. Not only was Exarchopoulos’ acting, in my view, far superior to that 
of Adams, but Exarchopoulos contributed far more to the film. In the same vein, Robert Redford, who starred 
by himself in the phenomenal and also unfairly dismissed All is Lost should also be awarded for his incredible 
performance, which far exceeded Chiwetel Ejiofor’s less prominent role in 12 Years a Slave.

Best supporting actor/actress
What Will Win: Actor: Jared Leto, Dallas Buyers Club; Actress: Lupita Nyong’o, 12  

Years a Slave
Snub: Scarlett Johansson, Her
The bias previously mentioned continues to infect the Academy’s choices for best sup-

porting actor and actress. Surprisingly, I do agree with the Academy’s previous selections for 
best supporting actor; it’s hard to challenge previous winners Christoph Waltz (Inglourious 
Basterds), Heath Ledger (The Dark Knight) or Javier Bardem (No Country for Old Men). All of 
these men performed excellently in notable films and greatly contributed to their quality. 
However, I cannot say the same for previous best supporting actresses. Most have acted in 
very small roles or in less notable films. Examples include Anne Hathaway, who mopily acted 
for barely 20 minutes in Les Miserables, and Mo’Nique, who acted for a very short duration 
in the snubbed film Precious. Even Melissa Leo’s win should be accepted warily because her 
role in The Fighter was much smaller thanthat of Christian Bale, who won best supporting ac-
tor for the same film. Jared Leto arguably deserves praise for his courageous, significant role 
in best picture nominee Dallas Buyers Club; however, I would rather see Scarlett Johansson 
win for Her than Lupita Nyong’o for 12 Years a Slave. Johansson’s role as the voice of Joaquin 
Phoenix’s operating system girlfriend was powerful and important — more so than Lupita 
Nyong’o’s lesser contribution to 12 Years a Slave.
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 This Week in Entertainment by Louis Lesser

Captain Phillips

Fresh from its Academy Award nomination for best picture, the 
sea-set drama makes its way onto TV and computer screens. Tell-
ing the true story of the 2009 Maersk Alabama hijacking and star-
ring Tom Hanks (Saving Mr. Banks), this suspenseful film polarized 
global audiences this past fall. Bonus features include audio com-
mentary and behind-the-scenes documentaries. 

2014 Grammy Nominees 
Various Artists

As is tradition, the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences 
has created a compilation of the biggest tracks of the last year that will be 
competing for prizes at the 56th Annual Grammy Awards Jan. 26. Nominees 
featured include songs from Kendrick Lamar, Macklemore and Ryan Lewis, 
Daft Punk, Sara Bareilles and Taylor Swift. Other notable artists featured 
in the collection include Imagine Dragons, Bruno Mars, Lorde and Robin 
Thicke, who have all received nominations for their year-defining tunes.

I, Frankenstein

Based on the popular graphic novel by Kevin Grevioux and from the 
creators of the Underworld film series comes this horror-influenced 
action-fantasy, starring Aaron Eckhart (The Dark Knight) as a dystopia-
dwelling Frankenstein. In the film’s version of the classic story, the 
famous creation becomes a key figure in the middle of a war between 
demons and gargoyles as both races attempt to find the secret behind 
the monster’s immortality. PG-13. 93 minutes. Also in 3-D and Imax.

Tomb Raider: Definitive Edition

The fifth installment of this best-selling video game series turned 
film franchise has been redesigned for the next-generation gaming 
consoles in extensive detail. The enhanced version of the reboot 
game comes with exclusive concept art, a digital version of the Dark 
Horse comic book and additional downloadable content. Available 
for PlayStation 4, Xbox One.

courtesy square enix

courtesy atlantic recordscourtesy lionsgate
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without significant departures 
from the chilled-out, NorCal-style 
production, though sometimes 
Kool gets a bit lazy. His formula 
of “Call me (person), (adjective)” 
gets repetitive and comedically 
lacking toward the end of the al-
bum (e.g., “I’m Leonard Cohen, 
I don’t even know a Leonard Co-
hen song,”) and it can frequently 
sound like Kool raps about noth-
ing but himself. But listening 
a bit more closely, he still has a 
few points to be made. “Used to 
be all like yes please, test me, 
then I graduated / Now I’m just 
doing my thing, you prolly mad, 
you hate it.” Kool is content rap-
ping about himself and his life-
style, only subtly including more 
significant lyrics outside of his 
jokes for those who listen deeply 
enough. 

The draw of Kool A.D. is not in 
the kind of astute observations or 
social commentary other rappers 
embrace, but rather in his ability 
to pump out catchy rap song after 
catchy rap song seemingly effort-
lessly; “I wrote these lyrics on a 
train on my iPhone,” he claims on 
“Tiger Style.” Kool has even stated 
that these were a collection of re-
jected songs for his forthcoming 
full-length album. The song craft-
ing is exceptional for a mixtape 
filled with backups and B-sides, 
and since the record was released 
for download free of 
charge, there’s no 
reason not to jam 
to this collec-
tion of easy 
C a l i f o r n i a 
beats as we 
await his  
debut L.P.

0ALBUM
 from page  6
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by Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

The Rice University women’s tennis team 
started its 2014 season with a 7-0 win over La-
mar University on Saturday. The team quickly 
gained the doubles point to take an early 1-0 
advantage. In singles play, the Owls won five 
of the six matches in straight sets to secure 
the win. With this victory under their belts, 
the Rice Owls head to Austin this weekend for 
the Indoor Tennis Association kickoff week-
end. They will face Florida State University on 
Saturday, Jan. 25 and either the University of 
Texas, Austin or Auburn University on Sunday, 
Jan. 26.

Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt said she 
was happy with the results on Saturday. She 
said it was an ideal way to start the season.

“I’m really proud of the team for the match 
today,” Schmidt said. “I thought we came out 
and set the tone.”

Schmidt said she was especially satisfied 
that the Owls exemplified determination and 
fight, qualities which Lamar admired.

“I was really pleased,” Schmidt said. “In 
the middle of the match, the [Lamar] coach 
came up to me and said, ‘Your team has a 
lot of fight.’ A compliment like that from an-
other coach says a lot about your team, and 
that’s definitely what I wanted to see from 
our team today.”

Freshmen Alison Ho and Katherine Ip both 
gained their first dual match win Saturday. 
Schmidt said she was excited that the fresh-
men made such a positive impact right away.

“That’s a great feat that we’ll remember 
forever,” Schmidt said. “[Ho and Ip] are a 
great addition to our team, and we’re really 
happy that they were able to come through 
and really get their feet wet [with their first] 
dual match experience.”

Junior Natalie Beazant said the season is 
off to a good start.

“It was good to get back out and get some 
match play,” Beazant said. “We have a great 
atmosphere here with all of the fans.”

Beazant said one of the major changes for 
her this season is adjusting to the new scor-
ing rules. This year, it only takes six games to 

win at doubles (compared to eight last year) 
and players are only given 10 minutes in be-
tween doubles and singles matches. Beazant 
said the team must adjust to this shortening 
of matches.

“There’s six games, so you could literally 
blink and it’s over with,” Beazant said. “It’s 
important to get out there and start really 
fast, get a good warm-up and make sure your 
head’s in the right place.”

The team now looks forward to the ITA 
kickoff. Schmidt said she anticipates tough 
competition against Florida State, UT and Au-
burn. She said last weekend’s match against 
Lamar has prepared the team well.

“I think we have one of the toughest kick-
off regions in the country,” Schmidt said. 
“We’re excited about that because we’ve got 
three other great teams in there. It’s going to 
be a really exciting weekend of tennis, so I’m 
glad we were able to get a tough match in to 
start the season. Lamar pushed us in spots 
and made us earn it, and that’s what we’re 
going to have to do next weekend as well: go 
out there and earn it.”

by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

The Rice University men’s basketball team 
did not secure its first conference victory of 
the season, falling 84-62 to the University of 
Southern Mississippi on Jan. 16 and 58-41 to 
Tulane University on Jan. 18. With the losses, 
the Owls fell to 5-12 overall and 0-4 in Con-
ference USA play. Rice will return to Tudor 
Fieldhouse this weekend to host Marshall 
University on Jan. 23 and the University of 
North Carolina, Charlotte on Jan. 25.

Head Coach Ben Braun said he was encour-
aged by the defense’s performance at times, 
but the shooting has to be better. He said ev-
eryone was missing shots against Tulane.

“I thought defensively we did good stuff 
in both games, but we missed some shots,” 
Braun said. “We had some open looks and 
did not knock them down. Sometimes, it 
snowballs a little bit when you miss a couple 
of shots. That starts to weigh on you a little 
bit. Shooting can be contagious.”

Even with the problems on offense, Braun 
said defense will continue to be the main fo-
cus in practice. Braun said he expects the of-
fense will come around, but it will be the de-
fensive stops that will help Rice win games.

“[On defense], we need to be more con-
sistent from the first half to the second half,” 
Braun said. “It’s important for us to keep up 
that defensive consistency to take some pres-
sure off of the offense.”

Sophomore point guard Max Guercy said 
even after the 41-point output against Tu-
lane, the Owls are still more worried about 
their presence on the defensive end. Guercy 
said that eventually, the team will start to 
convert and hit some open shots.

“The coaches wanted to make sure we 
were better defensively, and the offense will 
take care of itself,” Guercy said. “Once we get 
our groove back, we will be OK.”

Geneva vest/thresher
Senior Dominque Harmath hits a volley against Lamar University on Saturday, Jan. 18. Rice took the match 7-0 to open up its 2014 spring sea-
son at 1-0. The Owls head to Austin this weekend to take part in the Indoor Tennis Association kickoff event. Rice’s first opponent is Florida 
State University on Saturday, Jan. 25 before facing either the University of Texas, Austin or Auburn University on Sunday, Jan. 26. 

Women’s tennis ready for ITA event

Men’s basketball 
drops to 0-4 in 

Conference USA

Men’s tennis 
opens season 

with two losses
by Luke Samora

Thresher Staff

The Rice University men’s tennis team 
kicked off its season against two ranked oppo-
nents: No. 20 University of Texas, Austin and 
No. 24 Louisiana State University. Playing at the 
MET on Friday, the Owls lost 7-0 to the Long-
horns. Returning to Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
on Sunday, the Owls narrowly lost 4-3 to LSU, 
bringing their season record to 0-2. 

This weekend, Rice will stay at home to 
play the University of Texas, Arlington on 
Friday while hosting the University of New 
Orleans and Texas A&M University, Prairie 
View on Sunday. 

Head Coach Efe Ustundag said it was 
good to know that the team is on par with a 
top team in the NCAA, and he is excited about 
the upcoming weeks.

“First and foremost, it is very exciting 
to know that we are just as good as a top 
25-ranked team,” Ustundag said. “I was very 
happy with the effort, intensity and the team 
spirit we showed today. Of course, we are 
never going to be happy with a loss. It was a 
tough one to lose, but a good one to be a part 
of. I am very optimistic for the next few weeks 
coming up.”

The team can put its record above .500 this 
upcoming week if it racks up a winning streak 
against UT Arlington, New Orleans and Prairie 
View. UT Arlington and New Orleans are com-
ing off conference realignment changes, while 
Prairie View is the defending champion of the 
Southwestern Athletic Conference.

0see Tennis, page 10

0see Bball, page 11



the Rice Thresher Wednesday, January 22, 2014SPORTS10

by Nicki Chamberlain-Simon
Thresher Staff

Junior Casey Clark seems like just another 
Rice student at first glance, but she actually 
holds three Rice women’s swimming records 
and has represented Rice in the Olympic trials. 
With her easygoing, friendly demeanor, Clarke 
does not seem like a high-profile athlete, and 
yet she helped bring Rice back to the NCAA 
tournament for the first time in five years.

 Clark, who started swimming at the age of 
seven, has been a standout swimmer for Rice 
since she arrived in 2011. As a freshman, the 
Spring, Texas native shared the Rookie of the 
Year Award with fellow freshman Erin Flanigan 
and broke a 15-year-old Rice record in the 100-
yard butterfly. She attended the Olympic trials 
the summer before her sophomore year after 
qualifying for both the 200-meter freestyle and 
100-meter fly.

She has continued to improve throughout 
her time at Rice and recently broke three Rice re-
cords this fall in the 200-yard free (1:45.69), the 
100-yard fly (52.85) and the 200-yard fly (1:57.28). 

Head Coach Seth Huston said Clark’s 
strengths come from both her physical skills 
and a strong mental game.

“She has a great feel, great strokes in the 
free and the fly, and she’s really a very efficient 
swimmer,” Huston said. “She’s very level-
headed. She doesn’t get super jacked up or 
excited when something good happens, and in 
the same token, when she doesn’t perform that 
well, she just doesn’t let it bother her.”

As a junior who has been successful in the 
butterfly, freestyle and backstroke, Clark has 
led the team across the board. But as far as 
her role in the team dynamic, Clark said she is 
more of a subdued leader.

“I’m more of a lead-by-example type of per-
son,” Clark said. “I don’t necessarily try to force 

my leadership on people. I’m pretty quiet, and 
I keep to myself about a lot of stuff, and I just 
kind of show up and work hard. I hope that 
other people respect that and do the same.”

Clark has also led by example outside of the 
pool. As a civil engineering major, Clark also 
dedicates a lot of time to her academic career at 
Rice. She has been on the Conference USA Aca-
demic Honor Roll for both of her seasons at Rice 
so far and balanced a summer internship with 
swim practice last summer. Her daily summer 
schedule consisted of swimming from 6-8 a.m., 
working from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and coming 
back to swim from 4-5:30 p.m. This summer, she 
will be working as an intern for BP.

Huston said that even though Clark’s list of 
accomplishments has made quite a mark on 
Rice swimming history, Clark has never let it af-
fect her relationship with the team.

“She treats everyone with a lot of respect, 
and she doesn’t act like she’s better than every-

body else,” Huston said. “In fact, if you lined 
her up with the rest of the girls, you wouldn’t 
know that she’s better or at a higher level. She’s 
just one of the girls.”

Another month lies ahead before the con-
ference championships in February, which 
Rice won last year for the second time in school 
history. Clark said the team is hoping to defend 
its championship. After being the only Rice 
swimmer to qualify for the NCAA tournament 
last season, Clark said she looks to score at the 
NCAA tournament.

“It was really exciting to go [to the NCAAs], 
but I definitely feel like I would have per-
formed better and probably enjoyed the expe-
rience more if my teammates were with me,” 
Clark said.

But before that point, Clark and the rest of 
the Owls will pick up their season against the 
University of Arkansas this Saturday after a 
monthlong break. 

Casey Clark stars in and out of the swimming pool

Ustundag said the team needs to focus 
on building up some momentum in the next 
couple of matches before it goes back out on 
the road. With a young team, Ustundag said 
it is crucial for the team to learn how to main-
tain a lead.

“The key is going to be taking care of leads 
and carrying out sets,” Ustundag said. “This 
is what we will be practicing this week.”

Ustundag said these three programs do 
not present as much of a challenge as UT 
Austin or LSU, but he still expects all three 
teams to put up a fight.

“We are expecting solid competition this 
week from these three universities,” Us-
tundag said. “We are hungry for some wins, 
and hopefully, that’s what we will get this 
weekend.”

0TENNIS
 from page 9

Cherry Dong/Thresher
Sophomore Tommy Bennett hits a fore-
hand during a Jan. 19 match against 
LSU. The Owls lost the match 4-3 to the 
No. 24 Tigers. Rice remains at Jake Hess 
Stadium this weekend to face UT Arling-
ton, New Orleans and Prairie View A&M.
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by Michael Kidd
Thresher Staff

The Rice University women’s basket-
ball team won two home games last week 
against Conference USA opponents Louisiana 
Tech University and Marshall University. On 
Wednesday, Jan. 15, the Owls defeated Loui-
siana Tech 82-68. 

The 82 points were a season high for the 
Owls, who shot 49 percent from the field. Se-
nior forward Jessica Kuster led Rice with 21 
points and 15 rebounds, and freshman for-
ward Jasmine Goodwine scored 19 points off 
the bench. With approximately 11 minutes re-
maining in the second half, Kuster recorded a 
rebound to become the all-time Rice rebound-
ing leader with 1,211 rebounds. She is current-
ly second in all-time scoring with 1,800 points 
and needs only 52 more to move into first.

On Saturday, Jan. 18, the Owls played 
against C-USA rival Marshall, winning 74-68 
in overtime. This was the second year in a 
row the Owls went to overtime with Marshall 
and won the game. With 26 points and 17 re-
bounds, Kuster led Rice and secured her 14th 
double-double of the season. Freshman guard 
Maya Hawkins contributed 20 points and hit 
six 3-pointers in the contest. Kuster forced 
the game into overtime with two free throws 
in the last 30 seconds. She was named the C-
USA Player of the Week for her two-game per-
formance. The Owls have won six of their last 
eight games, improving their record to 10-7 
overall and 3-1 in conference play.

Kuster said the team has developed good 
momentum and is playing excellent team bas-
ketball at the moment.

“I think we have kind of hit our stride at 
the right point in the season.” Kuster said. 
“Everybody on this team has been [playing 
well], and now that we have come together 
and combined our [individual] games, we 
have been winning as of late.”

Goodwine provides a boost off the bench 
for the team. She said she clearly under-
stands her role on the team and plays hard 
and with dedication.

“I just go out there and try to play hard and 
put out as much effort as I can,” Goodwine 
said. “My job is to be a rebounder and score 
whenever I can, [so I] basically go out there 
and work at helping the team in any way.”

Kuster said all of her individual success is 
nice but is less important than securing team 
victories and continuing to win games. As 
the only senior on the team, Kuster said she 
knows she must be a leader more this season.

 “Being the only senior, I have to take on a 
bigger role than I have in previous years, and 
I’m trying to do that more now,” Kuster said. 
“I think we have kind of figured out our roles 
and who does what for the team.”

As for surpassing the Rice rebounding re-
cord, Kuster said she did not know how much 
her accomplishment meant until after the game.

“After it happened, I was pretty excited about 
it, but then I got contacted by so many people, 
and [that’s when] I really knew what it meant,” 
Kuster said. “[However,] we still have lots of 
games left, and if we don’t do well this year than 
it really doesn’t have a lot of meaning.”

Rice will head out on a road trip to play 
East Carolina University on Wednesday, Jan. 
22, followed by a game at the University of 
North Carolina, Charlotte on Saturday, Jan. 25.

Kuster leads women’s 
basketball to 3-1 in C-USA

Senior guard Austin Ramljak said the team 
is constantly running drills in practice to im-
prove its defensive aggressiveness. Ramljak 
said the drills have been both individually and 
team-focused.

“We have done a lot of competitive stuff,” 
Ramljak said. “We have been running for loose 
balls. In addition to that, if your team gets a 
certain amount of stops, you can get off the 
court and rest. We played a game of five on five 
with an emphasis on defense.”

The Owls face Marshall on Thursday and 
Charlotte on Saturday. The Thundering Herd 
is currently 6-13 overall and 0-4 in conference 
play, while the 49ers are 12-5 overall and 3-1 in 

conference play.Last season, the Owls barely 
missed recording their only road win of the 
season against the Thundering Herd, losing 71-
70. Charlotte is new to C-USA this season, so 
the Owls did not play the 49ers last year.
Braun said being back at home will provide 
some inspiration for his players, but they can-
not rely on the home crowd to win. He said the 
emphasis has to be on consistency from both 
ends of the floor.
“They are both very athletic teams and will 
both be a major challenge for us, but we are 
glad to be back home,” Braun said. “We had 
two games at home two weeks ago that we 
could have won, so we will take that experi-
ence forward and know that being at home is 
not a magic potion. It does not ensure us of 
anything.”

0BBALL
 from page 9

Marielle BrisBois/Thresher
Senior forward Jessica Kuster shoots the ball during a Jan. 18 game against Marshall Uni-
versity. Kuster recorded 26 points and 17 rebounds in the game. The Owls proceeded to 
win 74-68 in overtime, to improve their record to 10-7 overall and 3-1 in Conference USA. 
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I’m not sure if anyone will ever read this, but I need to try to tell someone what happened on the 

night of Jan. 25, 2014.
Here’s the thing: It started with friends, and it was cool, but it was only the pregame. Yah, yah, 

here’s what went on: 
It was like the night of the Larry McMurtry Middle School Winter Dance, and we were all gather-

ing around for a marathon of our favorite Disney Channel Original Movies at Michelle’s suite. Just as 

Luck of the Irish was starting, I twisted the top on a Kool-Aid Burst and added Taaka. Mike was in 

the corner getting a crazy sugar high on Coke and Rice Krispies Treats, and everyone else was arguing 

whether or not it’s possible to properly heat pizza rolls in a microwave without causing irreparable dam-

age to the soft palate. 
After we finished the Halloweentown trilogy and the groundbreaking, gender role-defying modern epic 

Motocrossed, we decided to get ready for the dance. The girls put on their Aéropostale sweaters and jean 

skirts, making sure to pack soda-flavored lip gloss in each pocket. Meanwhile, the boys had an Axe fight 

in the bathroom before putting on our Quiksilver T-shirts, Abercrombie previously painted jeans and red 

aviator sunglasses.
After we were dropped off at the dance, Vice Principal Ostdiek, like, checked our IDs and tickets, at 

which point Brian failed the random alcohol screening at the entrance. Classic Brian. Dem Franchize 

Boyz were playing as we walked in, when there she was: Sophie Newman — every boy’s dream date, 

and like the hottest girl in the 13th grade. I knew I only had one shot and that I could not miss my 

chance to blow because this opportunity comes once in a lifetime: I was going to ask her to dance during 

the next slow song, or whatever, but literally right after the Cha Cha Slide, things got strange. Even 

the best fall down sometimes, and the lights went dim.

“Say it ain’t so,” a voice echoed in the distance as people began evacuating the gym.

“Turn the lights up, carry me home,” Michelle yelled from a distance. 

“Somebody call 9-1-1, there’s a fire burning on the dance floor,” Sean cried.

My phone was not working, but I have had problems with my Samsung Juke in the past, so I tried 

my friend’s Razr. No luck. Outside, there was a darkness. I saw Sophie. 

“Tell me that you’re all right, that everything is all right,” I screamed in her direction.

“I am, but I CAN’T MAKE IT ON MY OWWWNNN,” she replied.

We were in this together, and we all followed her into the dark. It was Y2K14, like we all had 

feared. A plane was coming down in the distance amid the green haze. I wanted to check AOL to see 

what was happening, so I raced to the nearest brightly colored Mac desktop computer with the handle 

in the back, but the Internet was down. I tried Rice Owls, but that wasn’t working as usual, so I tried 

Visitor, then dial-up. All down. The situation was critical. My skate shoes proved remarkably poor for any 

type of athletic activity as I ran past the herding masses along the black parade. My NeoPet was going 

to die, and I didn’t even have Jeeves to ask about this impending doom. A helicopter floated eerily above, 

and I remembered that my national high score on Heli Attack 2 would fade into this dark oblivion.

I couldn’t change my top five MySpace friends. My IM away status would be forever stuck at, “Mr. 

Gao’s geometry homework is soooooooo hard!” My electronic tombstone. People were dying all around me, 

worn-out places, worn-out faces, going nowhere, going nowhere. EMS was nowhere to be found, and Hall 

Monitor Whitehead had abandoned his post. I’ve lost Sophie, but my heart will go on. I need to turn my 

attention back to survival because I’m running out of Lunchlady Roger’s leftovers. I end my story here, 

and the rest is still unwritten.

Y2K14

WANTED
After-school Care
Bellaire family seeks after-school care, 
3 to 5 days/week, for 1st grade boy.  Car 
required.  Duties include helping with 
homework and driving to after-school 
activities. Interested? Contact sharris@
ricealumni.net

Do you want to earn $15/hr tutoring 
from your dorm? Peer2utor is an online 
tutoring service for K-12 students. Tutor 
as much and whenever you want. Tutors 
needed in all subjects. Contact us: info@
peer2utor.com or peer2utor.com.

Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training 
is paid, and we pay for travel. Email your 
resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
12 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

CLASSIFIEDS @rice.edu
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