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“We choose to go to 
the moon …”

The women’s tennis team kicks off 
its season Saturday against Lamar 
University.

Students are invited to show-
case their talent in Rice’s first 
Diversity Film Contest.

Emma Hurt argues why Rice should 
honor President Kennedy’s speech 
on space exploration.
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by TIna NazeRIan
ThResheR Staff

A team of six Rice University 
undergraduates won the first an-
nual Texas Department of Trans-
portation College Challenge, 
held Jan. 6-8 in San Antonio at 
the Ninth Annual Texas Trans-
portation Forum in San Antonio, 
for developing an expandable 
bike rack that would attach to 
buses and allow for more bicy-
clists to ride public transport, 
according to the official Texas 
Department of Transportation 
website.

Team member Annabelle Mc-
Intire-Gavlick said the Metropol-
itan Transit Authority asked the 
group to design a rack that could 
hold three bikes without block-
ing the driver’s field of vision. 

“[METRO is] ordering new 
buses that have larger front win-
dows, which created the need for 
this new technology,” McIntire-
Gavlick, a Lovett College fresh-
man, said. “We came up with a 
design solution that has a slid-
ing third wheel mount. When 
the bike rack is in use, the wheel 
mount can slide outward, allow-
ing enough room for bikes to 
load and unload without coming 
into contact with each other.”

McIntire-Gavlick said the 
third wheel mount slides in and 
the bike rack folds up when not 
in use, making it short enough so 
that it will not block the driver’s 
visual field.

Team member Kenny Grosz-
man said that due to time and 
budget constraints, the team did 
not build a bus attachment.

“The [method of] attach-
ment is different for each differ-
ent type of bus,” Groszman, a 
Hanszen College freshman, said. 
“Also, that technology exists in 
current bike racks, so we decided 
to focus more on the innovative 
part of our design, which is the 
sliding attachment.”

McIntire-Gavlick said the bike 
rack is only a working prototype.

“Any further progress toward 
getting it on a bus is left up to 
METRO and out of our hands,” 
McIntire-Gavlick said. 

Groszman said the team tried 
many failed designs before suc-
cessfully making a locking mech-
anism for the sliding attachment.

“We went through four different 
iterations for the locking mecha-
nism that allow the sliding at-
tachment to deploy and collapse,” 
Groszman said. “It took that many 
repetitions until we found some-
thing that didn’t almost immedi-
ately break under the weight of 
the sliding attachment. We did 
not initially expect to have to go 
through that many iterations but 
we learned quickly that the pro-
totyping process is cyclical rather 
than linear.”

Rice team 
wins TxDOT 

challenge

From left to right: Duncan College senior Alan Harkins, Lovett College senior Parker Leach, Brown Col-
lege senior Shaurya Agarwal and Sid Richardson College senior Caitlin Devereaux cheer on the Owls in 
Memphis as they take on Mississippi State University in the Liberty Bowl.

Parliaments of Owls 
travel to Memphis

Tommy Lavergne/rice UniversiTy

Leebron announces commencement changes
by AnIta Alem

ThResheR Staff

Future Saturday morning com-
mencement ceremonies have been 
shortened and will no longer include 
the individual naming of degree re-
cipients. Instead, each degree-level 
will have a smaller ceremony the day 
before, at which degree recipients will 
be named, according to an email from 
President David Leebron on Jan. 10.

The invited commencement speak-
er, full academic procession, conferral 
of degrees and walk through the Sally-
port will remain on Saturday. The bach-
elor’s degree ceremony will take place 
Friday evening in the Academic Quad 
and will recognize award winners and 
include speeches by members of the 
graduating class and by a faculty mem-
ber, according to the email.

“What’s been true of the Rice com-
mencement is that it has been a won-

derful tradition, but as we’ve grown 
and the length of the ceremony with 
it, we’ve lost some of the enthusiasm 
and joy, and that’s what we need to 
focus on, in my view,” Leebron said. 
“We want people to enjoy the moment 
a little more.”

Traditionally, there had been 
one ceremony for doctoral hooding 
Friday afternoon and a separate cer-
emony Saturday morning at which 
speakers present, and both under-

graduates and graduates were called 
by name to walk across the stage. 
Leebron said that over the past few 
years, the undergraduate and gradu-
ate bodies have grown steadily, and 
as a result, the ceremony has length-
ened as well. The weather has also 
been a challenge, as the heat can get 
intense and the rain plans involve fit-
ting thousands of people inside Tu-
dor Fieldhouse.

0see Bikes, page 3

0see Graduate, page 2

Faculty Senate continues grade inflation discussion
by AnJalI Bhatla

FoR the ThResheR

The Faculty Senate Working Group 
on Grade Inflation presented its find-
ings at Brown College on Dec. 3 and 
hopes to visit other colleges to gath-
er feedback on its proposals, Jane 
Grande-Allen, chair of the working 
group, said. 

“Brown College was the first to in-
vite us to present,” Grande-Allen, a 
professor of bioengineering, said. “The 
primary purpose was to show the data 
we have analyzed and then discuss our 
initial recommendations. The second-
ary purpose was to generate discussion 
that will help our group modify the rec-
ommendations about grade inflation.”

Grande-Allen said the working 
group has also presented to faculty de-
partment chair meetings and Faculty 
Senate meetings to get input from dif-
ferent members of the community. 

“We have given a presentation of 
about half of the recommendations/
motions at the Faculty Senate, and 
voting on the recommendations was 
tabled so we could collect more in-
formation from across the university 
(faculty, students, administration),” 
Grande-Allen said. “We would like to 
see the recommendations implement-
ed within this academic year or by the 
start of the 2014-15 academic year.”

According to Faculty Senate Speak-
er Carl Caldwell, most faculty members 
agree there is a compression of grades 

near the top that should be addressed. 
However, Caldwell said feedback from 
faculty on how to address the issue has 
been mixed.

“Some faculty members are … 
concerned that proposals for address-
ing grading compression might lead 
to more regulation and observation 
of professors’ grading, which would 
hamper their ability to teach,” Caldwell 
said. “At the same time, other faculty 
members have complained that easy 
grading in other classes or sections 
puts pressure on them to lower their 
own grading standards, and some of 
these faculty members have called pre-
cisely for more oversight over profes-
sors’ grading.”

0see Inflation, page 3

Proposals
to curb grade inflation

■■■ Have each department develop  
its own guidelines for grade fre-
quencies and outline expected 
performance for each grade. 

■■■ Provide deans and department 
chairs a list of courses that only 
give A’s and A+’s. Have instruc-
tors of those courses justify why 
only those grades were given.
■■■ Change A+ to be worth 4.00 
grade points, down from 4.33.
■■■ Remove LPAPs from GPA.
■■■ Do not consider student ratings 
of instructors in awarding pro-
motions and tenures.
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A group of undergraduate students have 
brought Camp Kesem, a national program whose 
chapters at over 50 universities organize a free 
weeklong summer camp for children of cancer 
patients, to Rice University. The group hopes to 
host 30 campers at its inaugural camp, accord-
ing to Baylor College of Medicine student Vidya 
Eswaran.

Eswaran, who helped create the program’s 
Rice chapter, said Camp Kesem’s mission is to 
recognize and embrace the often-overlooked 
population of children affected by a parent’s can-
cer, as well as to empower college student lead-
ers to create free, life-changing summer camps 
for the children.

According to Eswaran, there were camps at 
Texas A&M University and the University of Tex-
as, Austin, but none to serve the Houston area.

“When I moved back to Houston to attend 
medical school, I felt that Houston could really 
benefit from a Camp Kesem chapter,” Eswaran 
said. “With the Texas Medical Center and the 
University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center 
in our backyards, there are many patients and 
families battling cancer. I felt like people in Hous-
ton could really benefit from what Camp Kesem 
has to provide.”

Camp Kesem won its second Livestrong grant 
in 2013, which allowed for 10 more camps, in-
cluding Rice’s, to be founded, Eswaran said. 

The first camp will be held from Aug. 3-8 at 
the Uskichitto Retreat Center in Leblanc, La.,  ac-
cording to the Rice Camp Kesem website.

Co-director Stacey Yi said the operations team 
narrowed down campsites to those accredited by 
the American Camp Association within a three-
hour radius from Houston. 

“Together with Camp Kesem National, we de-
cided that the state we held our camp in didn’t 
matter as much as the distance away from Hous-
ton,” Yi, a Duncan College sophomore, said. 
“Camp Uskichitto turned out to be one of our 

favorite campsites as well as the best fit for our 
camp’s needs.”

Marketing co-coordinator David Lam said the 
coordinators are working to make the impact last 
beyond the camp. 

“After we have our first camp, we’re hav-
ing a reunion for [the campers] that involves 
their [families],” Lam, a Martel College soph-
omore, said.

Yi said the camp’s schedule and activities will 
be created by the operations team and that ap-
plications for the operations committee will be 
released Jan. 15 and are due Jan. 19.

“The operations team is currently planning 
activities that include arts and crafts, rock climb-
ing, low ropes course, daily swimming, mini golf, 
archery, and probably lots of outdoor games and 
sports,” Sophia Parente, the Rice Camp Kesem 
operations co-coordinator, said.

Parente, a Duncan College senior, said the 
operations team might try to include a downriver 
canoe trip if there are enough older campers. 

According to co-director Mariah Lawhon, the 
Rice Camp Kesem coordinators’ short-term goals 
are to increase awareness and gain support on 
campus and in the greater Houston area, and 
their long-term goals are maintaining a sustain-
able and growing student organization benefit-
ting the city.

“Being right across the street from one of the 
largest cancer treatment centers in the world, 
there are so many opportunities for us to make a 
difference in the lives of families affected by can-
cer,” Lawhon, a Jones College sophomore, said. 

Wiess College sophomore James McCreary 
said he agrees with Camp Kesem’s mission to 
address the specific needs the children of cancer 
patients have.

“Cancer can be one of the most devastating 
things that anyone can face, and that is no less 
true than for children whose most beloved indi-
viduals are facing it,” McCreary said.

The two-part counselor applications can be 
found at campkesem.org/rice/join-the-team and 
are due Jan. 18.

Camp Kesem supports 
kids of cancer patients 

0graduate
from page 1

NEWS IN BRIEF
    Lovett, Hanszen Colleges appoint new masters

President David Leebron and Dean of 
Undergraduates John Hutchinson have ap-
pointed Jose and Mayra Onuchic as the next 
Lovett College masters, according to an 
email sent out Jan. 13 to Lovett students by 
the Lovett Masters Search Committee. 

The Onuchics will succeed current mas-
ters Matteo Pasquali and Marie-Nathalie 
Contou-Carrere in July as the 13th Lovett 
masters.

According to the email, Jose Onuchic 
founded Rice’s Center of Theoretical Biolog-

ical Physics and currently teaches PHYS 125 
to undergraduate students. Mayra Onuchic 
works at the Brasil@Rice office that orga-
nizes programs with Brazilian exchange stu-
dents. Prior to their appointment as Lovett 
masters, the Onuchics served as Lovett as-
sociates and first-year mentors. 

Hanszen College’s Masters Search Com-
mittee has also announced the selection of 
new masters, whose names will be revealed 
this Thursday, according to an email sent 
out Jan. 13 to Hanszen students.

“I would never describe [commencement] 
as a disaster the way it is, but I actually think it 
could be a more memorable, exciting experience 
for students and their families,” Leebron said. 
“Nobody really likes sitting uncomfortably for 
three hours. [The new ceremonies] will [also pro-
vide] opportunities for student speakers, which 
we didn’t have before.“

According to Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 
Paula Sanders, three committees were formed 
to address different aspects of the changes to 
the commencement ceremony. A committee co-
chaired by Sanders and Dean of Undergraduates 
John Hutchinson created the schedule and new 
ceremonies for commencement with the help of 
Chief Marshal Keith Cooper, who was in charge of 
logistics. 

“This committee included the presidents of 
the undergraduate and graduate student as-
sociations, one of the masters and a couple of 
additional students in leadership positions,” 
Sanders said. 

A second committee headed by Hutchinson 
and consisting of undergraduate students is plan-
ning a new undergraduate ceremony. The third 
committee, chaired by Sanders and consisting of 

students from several different master’s degree 
programs, is planning the new master’s degree 
ceremony.

Sid Richardson College senior Michael Lam 
was not a part of any committees, but will be ex-
periencing this new commencement ceremony.

“It’s great that they are personalizing the 
event for undergraduates, but the issue would 
be the date and time,” Lam said. “Having it 
at night, no matter the proposed lighting con-
ditions, can be an issue for post-graduation 
events like photos. Also, some family relatives 
may not be able to make it on time since [it’s] 
technically on a workday with potential flight 
complications on Friday.”

“Undoubtedly, there are some risks, but 
we’ll have to see how it works.” Leebron said. 
“My guess is [commencement] will continue to 
evolve over time.”

Brown College Senior Shaurya Agarwal said 
he thinks the changes are a definite move in the 
right direction. 

“I think  the resasoning behind it is a good 
compromise,” Agarwal said. “Obviously they 
have to work out a few things, but everyon’es big-
gest complaint [about the old ceremony] was that 
it was too long and too hot, and [the changes] will 
help solve that. It’s nice that the university con-
sidered student input and what everyone didn’t 
like about the previous ceremonies.”  
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MEETING MINUTES
The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Jan. 13.

■■■ SA External Vice President Ravi Sheth announced that the Barbara and David Gibbs 
Recreation Center is looking for students to join its Advisory Board. If interested, email 
rus1@rice.edu.

■■■ SA Secretary Nathan Andrus introduced the new SA Director of Technology Xilin Liu. An-
drus said the SA has selected a director of elections and will announce the name soon.

■■■ Andrus announced that SA Parliamentarian Brian Baran is recused from the Election 
Committee for the SA General Election because of a conflict of interest. 

■■■ Sid Richardson College Senator Alex Nunez-Thompson and Duncan College Senator Mi-
chael Donatti introduced a resolution supporting the mission of the newly created Rice 
Environmental Society. RES will work with existing environmental organizations on cam-
pus and is currently in the process of applying for blanket tax funding.

■■■ Andrus gave an overview of the timeline for the upcoming SA General Elections and the 
positions that will be elected. Petitions will be made available at 9 p.m. Monday, Jan. 20 
and are due Monday, Jan. 27. Voting will take place from Feb. 10-14.

The Senate will not meet Monday, Jan. 20 due to the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday. It will 
next meet Monday, Jan. 27 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

Team member Kivani Sanchez said the 
team designed the bike rack in the ENGI 
120: Introduction to Engineering Design 
class last semester, hoping it would improve 
Houston’s biking culture.

“As we delved into our research about 
bike racks, public transit systems, and rules 
and regulations set forth by communities all 
around the nation that are meant to support 
and encourage biking as a means of primary 
transportation, we realized that in compari-
son to the rest of the U.S., the Texas biking 
culture has fallen far behind in develop-
ment,” Sanchez, a Lovett freshman, said. 

According to team member Max Hasb-
rouck, the contest emphasizes technology 
and innovation. 

“[The contest is] focused on bringing new 
thinkers to the field of transportation,” Has-
brouck, a Will Rice College freshman, said. 

Team member Brian Barr said the team 
learned it does not have to be experts on a 
subject to contribute to the field. 

“What you need is the desire to learn and 
work hard,” Barr, a Brown College fresh-
man, said. 

The prize was $3,000 and a plaque to 
be displayed at the Oshman Engineering 
Design Kitchen, according to team member 
Sharon Ghelman.

“Though our group was brought together 
almost randomly with a shared desire to 
participate in building a bike rack, over the 
course of the semester and this competition, 
we have found common interests and be-
come very close as a team and as friends,” 
Ghelman, a Will Rice freshman, said.

0Bikes
from page 1

To address grade inflation, other universities 
have tried using a required curve, or a cap on the 
number of A’s a professor can give in a course. 
Caldwell said faculty members recognize that 
this solution could have negative effects.

“As faculty members have stated, and as the 
Working Group on Grade Inflation has agreed, 
implementing a required curve might have the 
effect of skewing our evaluations of good stu-
dents and harming their chances in the future,” 
Caldwell said. “There is some indication that just 
such unintended consequences have occurred 
at Princeton University, which implemented a 
standard curve several years ago. Most, but by no 
means all, faculty are in agreement in rejecting a 
required curve for our courses at Rice University.”

Caldwell said the faculty realizes the increase 
in grades may stem from Rice becoming more 
competitive.

“We know … that the students who come to 
Rice tend to be among those who have striven 
to do well in class throughout their high school 
years,” Caldwell said. “They are bringing these 

patterns of work to the university. It is therefore 
not surprising that grades would reflect that 
work ethic.”

Brown freshman Bhagwanth Deshpande, 
who attended the presentation, was doubtful of 
the impact the proposals will have. 

“I didn’t feel convinced that the people pre-
senting had the evidence to back up that their 
plans will work,” Deshpande said.

Brown freshman Nikhil Shamapant said he 
felt the proposals were unnecessary.

“There are better ways to evaluate student 
performance without hurting students in their 
future endeavors by giving them a comparatively 
lower GPA,” Shamapant said.

McMurtry College sophomore Muhammad 
Harirah said he does not think grade inflation 
deserves the attention it is getting. 

“I don’t think Rice has a big grade inflation 
problem, so I see no reason to change the sys-
tem,” Harirah said. 

Baker College freshman Bryce Willey said he 
believes those who achieve A+ grades should be 
duly rewarded.

 “If an A+ is weighted the same in GPA as an 
A, then there is essentially no difference in the 
two grades, which is unfair to those who deserve 
a high grade,” Willey said.

0inflation
from page 1

NEWS IN BRIEF
    Rice stops offering professional Spanish courses

Rice University has stopped offering profes-
sional Spanish classes, which previously in-
cluded Commercial Spanish, Spanish for En-
gineers and Medical Spanish, according to a 
petition on the Student Association website.

Duncan College junior Nimish Mittal, 
who started a petition to bring back the 
classes, said the removal of the courses is 
a loss to students.

“These classes are some of the most prac-
tical classes offered in almost any discipline 
at Rice,” Mittal, a bioengineering major, said. 
“They help prepare us on how to properly use 
Spanish in the context of the profession we 

plan on entering, and having that kind of 
background and experience gives Rice stu-
dents an edge when competing for jobs in 
the real world.”

According to the Student Senate, over 
300 students have signed the petition so 
far. Mittal said the amount of support re-
ceived since he created the petition shortly 
before winter break indicates students are 
passionate about the effort to restore the 
courses to the curriculum.

Director of the Center for Languages and In-
tercultural Communication Rafael Salaberry 
declined to comment at this time.
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Dear Dean Shumway and Professor Salaberry, 

On behalf of the student body, we are 
writing this open letter to discuss the up-
coming changes to the language program. 
Students are concerned about the feasibility 
of the restructuring, and the lack of com-
munication and consultation that went into 
these decisions. This precedent of imple-
menting changes without involving student 
input is troubling, and shared governance 
should be of the utmost importance. We see 
the merit and rationale behind the changes 
and agree with your priority to strengthen 
the language program; our end goals are 
one and the same — we want to improve the 
quality of language instruction at Rice and 
impact students positively with life-chang-
ing experiences. 

When the language program planned 
sweeping and beneficial changes in the 
spring of 2012, the Center for the Study of 
Languages (predecessor to the Center for 
Languages and Intercultural Communica-
tion) and the Dean of Humanities reached 
out to the Student Association to gather 
feedback from student leaders and focus 
groups. The Student Senate legislation from 
this 2012 process (Resolution No. 3 of the 
2011-2013 session) recommended that fu-
ture changes involve further student input 
and emphasized the need to take into ac-
count student schedules for any additional 
changes.

In the same way you opened up dialogue 
for the language program changes in 2012, 
we wish these recently proposed changes 
had gone through similar channels. We 
understand the time-sensitivity of making 

such adjustments; however, the changes 
could have benefited from more discussion 
and student insight. Additionally, students 
would have been more likely to support 
the changes — and more inclined to take 
new language courses — if they had seen 
that student opinion had played a role in 
this change. The student body has recently 
drafted a petition through the SA to protest 
the cancellation of the professional Spanish 
classes, which include medical, engineer-
ing and commercial Spanish. Currently, 308 
students and multiple alumni have signed 
this petition. We hope this petition opens up 
further channels for communication, and we 
will be reaching out to your office to secure a 
written response to this petition. 

Overall, the Student Association strongly 
advocates that future changes to academic 
programs at Rice inherently involve stu-
dent feedback and input. Every student on 
campus comes to Rice to receive a world-
renowned education. We come to learn from 
professors who love to teach and discover 
knowledge, and we come for the shared gov-
ernance that is the foundation of Rice cul-
ture. Student self-governance does not only 
operate within the residential colleges — as 
students, we play an integral role, working 
hand-in-hand with Rice administrators, in 
shaping the academic nature of our univer-
sity and maximizing learning and opportu-
nities for our future.

We hope to work together to resolve these 
issues and come up with the best solution to 
benefit Rice University, its students, its fac-
ulty and the language program.

Student Association Senate

Beginning next fall, the first-year in-
troductory language programs will see 
an increase in the number of credit hours 
from five to six. Offered only on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, the goal of these 
programs is to increase the amount of time 
students have in the classroom to practice 
speaking these languages.

Yet for the smaller language programs 
at Rice, like Russian, Hindi and Tibetan, to 
name only a few, these changes could be 
crippling to enrollment. As a sophomore 
currently enrolled in a language, many of 
the choices I make in designing my sched-
ule revolve around my language class. Un-
fortunately, as a natural sciences major in 
addition to an Asian studies major, there 
are certain class requirements that must be 
satisfied in specific years, which are only 
offered at specific times, just like my small 
language class. Due to the structured pro-
gression of my ecology and evolutionary 
biology major, if a language conflicted with 
the core requirements of math, chemistry or 
physics in my freshman year, there would 
not be a way to study a language while also 
fulfilling science requirements.

For engineers and natural science ma-
jors, whose degree plans often require gen-
eral chemistry, physics, and math classes in 
their freshman year, taking a six-hour intro-
ductory language class brings their course 
load to 17 hours without any distribution 
classes. To take a distribution class in either 
DI or DII would bring their course load to 
20 hours, a hefty number for an incoming 
freshman adjusting to a college workload. 
Most science and engineering degree plans 
recommend 15 or 16 hours during a student’s 
freshman year. Once again, due to the struc-
tured nature of science and engineering 
majors, not being able to take a distribution 
class freshman year can severely hinder the 
capability of a student to complete his or her 
major.

With these challenges, it is likely that 
freshmen and even upperclassmen will shy 

away from taking introductory language 
courses due to the demands of their sched-
ules. For smaller programs, which usually 
do not reach full enrollment with the cur-
rent number of hours, this could be highly 
detrimental.

One of the most appealing aspects of a 
Rice education is the ability to pursue many 
different passions and interests. A six-hour 
introductory language requirement, while it 
may offer a more intensive first-year educa-
tion in the language, may detract from the 
ability of Rice students to pursue their inter-
ests during their time at this university and 
force students to choose between complet-
ing a major and learning a language they are 
interested in studying.

A student’s interest in learning a lan-
guage may not hinge on the number of hours 
required to successfully learn a language, 
but rather his or her ability to pursue their 
passions while in a strong academic envi-
ronment.

My favorite aspect of my Rice education 
is the ability to pursue my interests in the 
humanities and the sciences at one univer-
sity, and engage with different peers and 
different parts of my mind, on a daily basis. 
However, due to the demands of time on Rice 
students, an increase in the number of credit 
hours may dissuade students from pursuing 
an interest in learning a new language, not 
due to the commitment to learning the lan-
guage, but due to the responsibility of com-
pleting major requirements.

An open letter:

Kira Clingen
is a  Duncan College 
sophomore.

Language class credit hours change 
will discourage students from enrolling

Who are you most excited for 
at the 2014 Houston Rodeo 

and Livestock Show?

“Zac Brown Band — they are closing out 
the rodeo, so it should be amazing.” 
 – Brooke Bullock, Senior Editor

“I’m excited about Hunter Hayes. I love singing 
along to his song ‘I Want Crazy.’” 
 – Molly Chiu, Managing Editor

“Luke Bryan — I want to crash his party.” 
 – Christine Jeong, Copy Editor

“I’m excited for Usher.” 
 – Carrie Jiang, Designer

“Maroon 5 — is that the one with Adam Levine? He 
will father my children.” 
 – Claire Elestwani, Creative Director

“Jason Aldean — he’s my favorite country artist.” 
 – Alex Weinheimer, Backpage Editor

Ask the stAff
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It was a typically sweltering Houston Sep-
tember day. Around 40,000 people sat in Rice 
Stadium witnessing a historical moment. It 
was 1962, and they were not watching a foot-
ball game; they were listening to President 
John F. Kennedy launch what would become 
one of his most enduring legacies: America’s 
race to land a man on the moon.

For most Rice University students, the 
63-year-old football stadium was not a high-
light of our first campus tour. We think of it 
today as a facility in need of modernization. 
But our venerable — if outdated — stadium, 
and indeed our university, have a legitimate 
claim to fame from this milestone Sept. 12, 
about 51 years ago.

The anniversary of Kennedy’s assassina-
tion drew the world’s attention back to Dallas 
and to a tragic day in contemporary Ameri-
can history. That 50th anniversary and a tide 
of new television documentaries and books 
have reminded a generation not yet born in 
1963 that Texas hosted a national nightmare. 
Largely forgotten is the role of Texas and 
Rice in fulfilling one of Kennedy’s greatest 
dreams.

By 1962, the Soviet Union had stunned 
the United States and the world by success-
fully placing the first satellite in orbit five 
years prior. That the Soviets had rockets of 
such immense power had grave implications 
in an era when nuclear war was a real and 
present danger. So on Sept. 12, 1962, Kennedy 
announced to America and the world at Rice 
Stadium that the pendulum was to swing 
back to the West. The United States was com-
mitted to winning the space race.

On that day, Kennedy famously said: “We 
choose to go to the moon in this decade and 
do the other things, not because they are 
easy, but because they are hard.” He also 
said: “But why, some say, the moon? Why 

choose this as our goal? And they may well 
ask why climb the highest mountain? Why, 
35 years ago, fly the Atlantic? Why does Rice 
play Texas?” 

Kennedy did not make this speech at Rice 
accidentally. He said himself, “We meet at a 
college noted for knowledge, in a city noted 
for progress, in a state noted for strength, and 
we stand in need of all three.”

From that day on, Rice has played a close 
but often unnoticed role in America’s endeav-
ors in space. 

NASA administrator Jim Webb announced 
at Kennedy’s direction the location of the first 
manned space flight center with this stipula-
tion: “This laboratory should be located at 
Houston, Texas, in close association with 
Rice University and the other educational in-
stitutions there and in that region.”

The selection was facilitated by Rice’s do-
nation of the more than 1,500 acres that now 
host the Johnson Space Center. Rice’s site 
edged out 22 other proposals nationwide. 

One year after Kennedy’s speech, Rice 
founded the nation’s first space science de-
partment and played an integral role in the 
science that made manned space travel pos-
sible. Rice scientists worked on the helmets 
of the first astronauts on the moon, and Rice 
continues to send graduates to NASA. In ad-
dition, 14 current astronauts are former Owls.

If you look carefully around Fondren Li-
brary, you might notice an informative exhibit 
to the side about Kennedy’s visit to Rice, in-
cluding the podium he used for his remarks. 
But this is a story that warrants more, and now 
we have a chance to give that story its due. 

Another proposal to renovate our football 
stadium is circulating, and funds are being 
raised. Certainly, our football team deserves 
the best possible facilities, and now is the 
time to provide them. 

But now is also the time to commit to a 
renovation design that will include a perma-
nent commemoration of the historic role of 
Rice and the stadium in one of the greatest 
of American achievements. It could be the 
dedication of a plaza, a statue or some other 
physical feature. Rice architecture students 
could contribute to this concept. Regardless, 
it should educate visitors to what happened 
on our campus.

Kennedy himself evoked the spirit of the 
city and state when he declared to doubters 
of the race to the moon, “This city of Hous-
ton, this state of Texas, this country of the 
United States was not built by those who 
waited and rested and wished to look behind 
them. This country was conquered by those 
who moved forward — and so will space.”

Perhaps as a result of this spirit, Houston 
has a seemingly inherent aversion to preser-
vation and to memorials of its past. Its his-
tory is rich, but little noted. Now we have the 
perfect chance to break with tradition and 
honor the university’s leadership in one of 
the greatest scientific quests of the 20th cen-
tury, and to remind the world that Houston 
was the launchpad of a fallen president’s 
great and realized dream.

Kennedy’s Rice speech should be monumentalized
Commencement 

changes preserve 
old traditions, 

create new ones
The Thresher supports the changes to the 

commencement ceremonies for this upcom-
ing year. As the student body has grown, the 
ceremony has lasted longer, extending into the 
hotter hours of the morning. The Houston sun 
can be brutal in May, so for students required to 
sit in a polyester gown for three hours and for 
students’ elderly relatives and friends who have 
a more difficult time withstanding the heat, a 
shortened Saturday morning ceremony is ideal. 

In previous years, commencement planners 
have taken considerable precautions for those 
who may get overheated by offering indoor 
viewing areas where family and friends of grad-
uates can watch a live stream of the ceremony, 
which the Thresher appreciates. However, these 
new changes provide the best option because 
families will be able to be in the Academic Quad 
to celebrate their graduate in person.

The Thresher recognizes that the changes 
in ceremonies may cause problems for some 
families who must travel to Houston from out 
of town and are unable to take off work in time 
to make the Friday ceremonies. We sympathize 
with any families who the changes may nega-
tively affect and hope the new ceremony has 
been announced far enough in advance that 
those families will be able to make the neces-
sary arrangements.

The Thresher also supports the addition of a 
student speaker to the commencement lineup. 
In a ceremony celebrating the achievement of 
undergraduates, it only makes sense to have an 
undergraduate leader address his or her peers. 
While commencement speakers offer valuable 
insight, having a person who has just complet-
ed college alongside the graduates speak will 
give voice to a much-needed perspective.

These changes to commencement provide 
a positive compromise. The revised ceremonies 
will preserve the traditions of the academic pro-
cession and walking out through the Sallyport 
on Saturday morning, while also ushering in 
an opportunity for a new tradition of an under-
graduate ceremony on Friday evening.

Congratulations to 
our football teams

The Thresher would like to congratulate the 
football team on its successful season, in which 
it finished as the Conference USA champions 
and earned the opportunity to play in the Liber-
ty Bowl. Although the team did not win the bowl 
game against Mississippi State, the players put 
in a great effort, and it was an accomplishment 
just to be invited to the game. We hope to see 
continued success next year.

Further, the Thresher was happy to see a 
show of support from students who traveled to 
the game to cheer on their team. We encourage 
students to continue to show their Rice spirit  
and support their athletic teams this year.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author. Cartoon by Lydia Smith and Reed Thornburg

January February  

Emma Hurt
is a  Duncan 
College junior.
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THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world of 
Houston.

INTO THE 
WOODS

The Tony Award-winning musi-
cal Into the Woods comes to Main 
Street Theater in Rice Village. 
This show tallies the trials of be-
loved fairy-tale characters as they 
realize that dreams come true can 
have unexpected consequences. 
The musical will run Jan. 16 – Feb. 
16, Thurs. – Sun. Ticket prices vary. 

Main Street Theater 
2540 Times Blvd. 

mainstreettheater.com

BACTERIA ART
Want to unite your artistic and 
scientific sides and paint with 
proteins? Brightwork CoResearch 
presents BYOB Painting with Bac-
teria. This workshop will teach 
you about the history of fluores-
cent proteins as well as their role 
in research. Then you will be al-
lowed to create your own living 
art. The event will be Friday, Jan. 
17, 7–9:30 p.m. Tickets are $35. 

Brightwork CoResearch
5416 Chaucer Dr.

brightworkcoresearch.com

CARTOON ART
International Artist Mark Bodes 
makes his Texas debut with The 
Masked Lizard Rides Again on 
Sat., Jan. 18 from 6–10 p.m. Bodes 
is best known for his work on the 
comic book series Cobalt 60. On 
Sunday, Jan. 19, Bode and other 
local artists will be painting live 
at the Houston Food Park. Admis-
sion to both events is free.

Aerosol Warfare Gallery 
2110 Jefferson St. Suite 113

aerosolwarfare.com

THE BEACH 
BOYS

The classic rock group The Beach 
Boys will play some of its greatest 
hits at Arena Theatre Sat., Jan. 18 at 
8 p.m. Known as America’s band, 
this group has had over 80 songs 
make charts around the world. 
Tickets are $59.50 per person. 
Don’t miss your chance to hear one 
of first great rock bands in history.

Arena Theatre
7326 Southwest Freeway

arenahouston.com

Thresher Staff

Last December, as we spent late 
nights in the library cramming for 
our finals, Beyonce Knowles dropped 
Beyonce, a surprise visual album on 
iTunes, a full-blown LP with 14 tracks, 
each accompanied by a music video. 
The quality of the production, com-
bined with a change in the direction of 
the songwriting, set the music world 
abuzz as critics were clamoring to com-
plete their year-end lists. 

This is Beyonce’s first album in two 
and a half years, and in the interim she 
has left little resembling her former 
days as “Sasha Fierce,” her aggressive, 
femme fatale performance alter ego. 
She has had a child with husband and 
rapper Jay-Z, filmed an autobiographi-
cal documentary, endorsed products 
like Pepsi and H&M, and even em-
barked on a tour titled “The Mrs. Cart-
er Show.” Yet, despite endorsing the 
settled life as a mother and a wife, the 
32-year-old has released her most sexu-
ally driven and lyrically ambitious al-
bum of her career.

Artists have often drawn a line in 
the sand between poppy, radio-ready 
singles that sell CDs and the artis-
tic subtlety that crafts an album as a 
whole, but because Beyonce is the full-
blown superstar of the magnitude she 
is, Beyonce gets to have it both ways. 
Her album contains no notable singles, 
nothing to the tune of smash hits “Sin-
gle Ladies” or “Irreplaceable.” Rather, 
the album is linked thematically and 
sonically, filled with long tracks that 
stop and start abruptly and change 
gears halfway. But by spurring the re-
cord on the public at a time when other 
artists were sleeping, and with the holi-
day season looming, the album sold a 
million copies within just six days.

Take “Rocket,” the six-and-a-half-
minute baby-making soundtrack that 
pulls out every trick in the R&B book 
of seduction despite never breaking 
the funky, trip-hop groove it settles into 
from the get-go, over which Beyonce 
croons “So rock right up to the side of 

by Benjamin Huber-Rodriguez

Beyonce
 A-

0see ALBUM, page 8

Kaylen Strench & Nicolette Groen
A&E Editor & Thresher Staff

This spring, Rice University will host its 
first annual Diversity Film Contest. The com-
petition, which is meant to feature films that 
address what diversity looks like at Rice, is 
open to all Rice students, faculty and staff to 
reflect the complexity of the Rice community.

David Medina, one of the organizers, said 
the competition is a way to discover how 
Rice’s diversity can be interpreted in many 
different ways.  

“Rice is one of the most diverse private 
schools in the country, and we wanted to 
showcase that,” Medina, Rice’s director of 
multicultural community relations, said. 
“Each person has a different concept of di-
versity, and that’s a very interesting concept 
to explore. For instance, I’m particularly in-
terested in ethnic diversity, but there’s also 
gender diversity, religious diversity, etc.” 

Though all students can participate, sub-
missions must be films of 15 minutes or less 
that are classified as “fictional” or “docu-
mentary.” Medina said the organizers chose 

to make the competition a film contest be-
cause film is such a popular and accessible 
medium.

“Films have become so popular,” Medina 
said. “Since almost everyone likes watching 
videos, films are a popular medium to cap-
ture diversity. People are just more into film 
than reading and writing. This way, we can 
attract a much larger audience.”

According to Medina, the judges of the 
contest have not yet been chosen but will 
be knowledgeable about film and will look 
at technical and stylistic details as well as 
creativity. Specifically, they will judge the 
content’s creativity, clarity of expression and 
relevance to the contest’s theme. However, 
Medina said he encourages all students and 
faculty to apply.

“The judges do want something really 
well done,” Medina said. “[However], the 
competition’s not limited to just film majors. 
We encourage all people who are interested 
in film to apply. It’s a great opportunity for 
student clubs who need money and faculty 
members who want to show off their skills.”

The competition’s website features several 

resources for those who may lack cinematic 
experience but who still want to participate.  
For instance, contestants can visit the Rice 
Digital Media Commons, which offers ser-
vices to help novice moviemakers, including 
equipment and training courses.

Medina said the organizers are hoping for 
a large number of participants for this first 
year of the contest.

“I really encourage people to participate,” 
Medina said. “We want to see as many films 
as we can portraying what makes Rice great, 
the most significant element being concepts 
of Rice’s diversity.”

The official rules of the contest state that 
films must be no longer than 15 minutes. Sub-
missions are due Monday, March 15 at 5 p.m. 
Winners may receive up to $2,500 in prize 
money.

The competition is sponsored by the Of-
fice of Diversity and Inclusion, the Office of 
the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs, the 
Rice Media Center and Multicultural Commu-
nity Relations in the Office of Public Affairs. 
More details about the competition can be 
found at rice.edu/filmcontest.

Rice to present diversity film contest

courtesy ePIc
I really wanted to like Intelligence. Any show that features a 

well-known, good-looking actor as a spy figure working to save the 
world through pure intellect pretty much has me sold even before 
the pilot airs. Unfortunately, Intelligence falls short in comparison 
to its predecessors Sherlock and Chuck. While Chuck also told the 
story of a spy with a computer implanted into his brain, the former 
show boasted strong characters and a wonderful balance of drama 
and comedy. In contrast, Intelligence has only flat characters with 
simple motivations and “complicated” pasts so far.

The main character and human-turned-computer Gabriel (Josh 
Holloway, Lost) works on saving the world while searching for his 
potentially murderous wife who disappeared five years ago, but I am 
already convinced he should be with his new handler Riley (Meghan 
Ory, Once Upon a Time) and therefore care very little about his sup-
posed internal motivation. Riley, meanwhile, is an accomplished 
former Secret Service agent with a complicated past who unfor-
tunately already revealed her big secret, making me lose interest 
in her character. While the show features some mystery and some 
minor characters that could prove to be entertaining, this newbie 
will have to buff up its characters’ plots and pasts before I become 
interested again.

–Rachel Marcus
Editor in Chief

I decided to give Enlisted a chance mostly because it stars Chris Low-
ell, aka Piz from the cult favorite Veronica Mars, and after watching, I’m 
definitely willing to tune in for at least a few more episodes.

This new comedy centers around three brothers, all soldiers in the 
U.S. Army stationed at a rear detachment base in Florida. As the serious 
“supersoldier,” Pete (Geoff Stultz, The Finder) comes on a little strong. 
His superiority complex feels overdone after he gets sent home from Af-
ghanistan for punching a superior. But when he stops taking himself so 
seriously and bonds with his brothers, he becomes a character I can actu-
ally root for. Derrick (Lowell), the surly and lazy but secretly soft brother, 
offers up some of the best deadpan one-liners and quickly became my 
favorite character. Randy (Parker Young, Suburgatory), the clumsy and 
confused brother, has some cheesy slapstick, but his earnest enthusiasm 
makes him endearing.

The supporting cast of characters, a misfit bunch of out-of-shape sol-
diers, shows big comedic promise — see their attempt to find a great sol-
dier inside themselves. If the writers continue to capitalize on the quirky 
dynamics of their ensemble, the show will win over audiences.

In the end, I will continue watching for the heartfelt relationship be-
tween the brothers. The playful chemistry between Stultz, Lowell and 
Young makes Enlisted worth the watch.

–Molly Chiu
Managing Editor

Intelligence disappoints Enlisted promising

Winter TV premieres to mixed reviews

TUESDAY ON CBS, 10/9 P.M. CENTRAL FRIDAY ON FOX, 9:30/8:30 P.M. CENTRAL
courtesy century Foxcourtesy cBs 
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 This Week in Entertainment by Louis Lesser

courtesy weinstein company

Lee Daniels’ The Butler

One of the surprise hits of the summer comes out for 
home viewing just before Academy Award nominations are 
announced, and the film is expected to contend in several 
categories. The film chronicles the major events of the 20th 
century as seen through the eyes of someone on the inside.

Is There Anybody Out There? 
A Great Big World

After a performance of its single “Say Something” with 
Christina Aguilera on NBC’s The Voice, this folksy singer-
songwriter duo has broken into the mainstream in a big way. 
The collection includes Glee-featured “This Is The New Year,” 
among other piano-driven pop songs.

High Hopes 
Bruce Springsteen

The 18th studio album of this legendary rocker’s career 
places the artist in a variety of musical situations, playing both 
grander songs and more stripped down tracks. It has been met 
with mostly positive critical reception, and fans have high hopes 
that the CD will be another success in an already storied career. 

courtesy universal pictures

This action comedy stars Ice Cube (21 Jump Street) as 
a cop and Kevin Hart (Think Like A Man) as his soon-to-be 
brother-in-law. In an effort to earn the marital blessing of 
his girlfriend’s sibling, Hart’s character pairs up with his 
street-tested counterpart. PG-13. 100 minutes.  

Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit 
 

Chris Pine (Star Trek) is the fourth actor to take over the role 
of Tom Clancy’s famed agent in this reboot of the storied action 
franchise. In the new installment, agent Jack Ryan (Pine) uncov-
ers evidence of an impending terrorist attack in Russia and 
travels to Moscow in order to investigate. PG-13. 105 minutes.

Need for Speed Rivals

Released during the holiday season, this new installment 
of the classic racing game features breakthroughs in online 
gameplay. The game will also get players excited for the upcom-
ing Need for Speed film. Available for PlayStation 4, Xbox One, 
PlayStation 3, Xbox 360, PC.

courtesy electronic arts

courtesy collumbia courtesy paramount picturescourtesy epic records
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Ride Along

my mountain / Climb until you reach my peak 
baby / And reach right into the bottom of my 
fountain.” The sexual innuendo frays com-
pletely on “Blow,” a bass-driven pop master-
piece that showcases cascades of Beyonce’s 
voice repeating in ecstasy: “Can you eat my 
skittles / It’s the sweetest in the middle.”

These types of lyrics do not quite sound like 
the type of woman who most recently labeled 
herself “Mrs. Carter,” but Beyonce treads the 
line with grace and is somehow able to swing 
the roles of both sex diva and loving wife and 
mother. “I’m in in my penthouse half naked / I 
cook this meal for you naked” she sings on the 
opening lines of “Jealous,” a highlight and cen-
terpiece of the record that both sonically and 
lyrically builds aggression before exploding 
into the kind of unbridled fierceness Beyonce 
has built her name upon.  

The album closes with three softer, more 
melodic tracks on which Beyonce steps into 
her role as a woman both confident in her 
place in society while still trying to further 
define it. “Super Power” features R&B star 
Frank Ocean and details the strife marriage 
can bring that will always be conquered by 
love. “Heaven” shows Beyonce at her most 
human and most vulnerable, a move that 
takes her down from her cloud as a god-
dess and places her in the mortal realm with 
the listener. “Blue” features coos from her 
daughter Blue Ivy, a true mother’s anthem 
that bounces along to a shuffling piano and 
kick drum.  

Beyonce features excellent production all 
around, and its myriad guest stars, including 
Pharrell, Drake and, of course, Jay-Z, keep it 
fresh despite its extended length for a pop al-
bum. Beyonce has proved once again that she 
can make music about anything s h e 
wants and release it how-
ever she wants, and 
it will still feature 
the unfairly fan-
tastic voice and 
presence of a 
woman who has 
been a record-
ing star since 
her teen years.

0ALBUM
 from page  7

Beyonce treads the line 
with grace and is somehow 
able to swing the roles of 
both sex diva and loving 
wife and mother.
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by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

Rice men’s basketball has not had a suc-
cessful 2014 up to this point, dropping its 
first two conference contests. The Owls lost 
to Florida International University 71-60 on 
Wednesday, Jan. 8 and Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity 73-68 on Saturday, Jan. 11. With the 
losses, the Owls are now 5-10 overall and 0-2 
in Conference USA play.

Head Coach Ben Braun said the team 
played well in stretches, but let up mostly on 
the defensive end in critical situations. Braun 
said he was critical of the team after the loss 
to FAU because the team lost the defensive 
edge it had in the first half. He said the Owls 
let FAU back into the game when it should 
have been a comfortable win.

“We did not maintain our aggressiveness 
defensively,” Braun said. “[FIU] knocked 
down some shots, and we needed to get out 
there and force their shooters to drive. That 
hurt us, and we went through a drought our-
selves [during that period].”

Even though the losses were a disappoint-
ing start to conference play, freshman for-
ward Sean Obi said there were positives that 
could be taken from each game. Obi said the 
team has room for improvement and growth 
and that with each practice, the Owls are 
learning to play with one another.

 “The main thing I am going to take away 
from those games is that we are going to get 
better,” Obi said. “It’s going to take us a little 
bit of time ..., but we are going to play better 
and win. We don’t want to be at the bottom of 
our conference [to start the season].”

Braun said defense will be the main fo-
cus during practice this week. He said the of-
fense was flowing nicely, but it was difficult 
for the team to get the necessary defensive 
stops to keep the Owls in the game, and this 
had to be changed.

“Over a two-hour practice Monday, we spent 
an hour and 40 minutes on defense,” Braun 
said. “We had to stay on the floor until we got 
stops. Some of our drills went pretty long, but 
we had to get consecutive stops. It was a lesson 
for our guys that we have to continue playing 
even when our shots are not falling.”

Obi said he agreed with Braun. He said 
the team cannot win games until its defensive 
lapses are fixed.

“Our offense is not bad,” Obi said. “On de-
fense, we need to get stops. There’s no way we 
are going to win if we do not play better de-
fense. We need to help each other out.”

The Owls hit the road for the first time this 
conference season to play the University of 
Southern Mississippi (14-3 overall, 1-1 C-USA) 
on Thursday, Jan. 16 and Tulane University 
(9-8 overall, 1-1 C-USA) on Saturday, Jan. 18. 
Last season, the Owls lost 75-52 to Southern 
Miss and lost 89-64 to Tulane.

Braun said Southern Miss is one of the best 
teams in the league and that it will be extreme-
ly difficult to beat the Golden Eagles on their 
home court.

“Southern Miss is just as good as anybody 
in our league, and they are certainly going to 
be good at home,” Braun said. “They play a re-
ally tenacious zone, and they press.”

Tulane is one of Rice’s major rivals in C-
USA, especially after the University of Hous-
ton moved to the American Athletic Confer-
ence in 2013, Braun said.

“Tulane has always been a big rival for us 
on the road, and they have a bunch of good of-
fensive players,” Braun said. “They have been 
strong at the guard play this year, so we have 
to go out and stop their shooters.”

Braun said winning on the road is one of 
the most difficult things to do in college sports, 
let alone college basketball, but the Owls have 
been successful this year with wins at Texas 
A&M University, Corpus Christi (63-61) and 
Santa Clara University (67-66). Braun said 
teams grow on the road and he expects it to be 
no different for this group of players. 

“It does not get easier, but the road de-
fines you,” Braun said. “We have done it, and 
we can do it again.”

by Luke Samora
Thresher Staff

As 2014 begins, the Rice University men’s 
tennis team is ready to jump-start its season 
with home matches this week against the Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin and Louisiana State 
University. After a 4-0 loss to the University 
of Memphis in the Conference USA semifinals 
last season, the Owls have their eyes set on the 
main prize this year: the C-USA Championship.

Head Coach Efe Ustundag, who has eight 
seasons of experience, said the team ulti-
mately wants to make it to the NCAA tourna-
ment.

“We set two goals at the beginning of the 
season,” Ustundag said. “One [was] to win the 
C-USA championships, and the second was to 
qualify for the NCAA championship. I believe 
we have the quality to achieve both.”

The team will have to look for contribu-
tions from four new freshmen and one junior 
transfer. Jonathan Chang (Wiess ’13), Peter 
Frank (Martel ’13) and senior Philipp Seifert 
have graduated and been replaced by jun ior 

Srikar Alla and freshmen Zachary Yablon, Da-
vid Warren, Max Andrews and Henrik Munch.

Ustundag said he expects all of these play-
ers to make a major impact and help the team 
this season.

“We have four new freshmen in Zach, Da-
vid, Max and Henrik and a junior transfer in 
Srikar who we expect to help the team im-
mediately,” Ustundag said. “This class is go-
ing to be instrumental in the success of this 
[team], and I expect a good portion of these 
newcomers to be starters for us this semester 
and [help us] compete [in] C-USA.”

Without any seniors on the team, younger 
players may have to step up and be leaders 
when the situation calls for it, Ustundag said.

“It’s always tough when you lose quality 
senior leadership like you had in Jonathan 
and Peter,” Ustundag said. “But at the same 
time, I feel like this year’s team has a much 
different vibe and [overall] character. They 
are very committed to leaving their footprints 
on the program. So far, it has been a complete 
team effort in leadership. They are doing a 
great job holding each other accountable and 

responsible. I expect every one of them to 
step up and lead this team.”

Last weekend, as a warmup for the start of 
the season, the team played in the University 
of Central Florida quad tournament in Or-
lando, Fla. The Owls played against the Uni-
versity of Louisville, Texas Christian Univer-
sity, Indiana University, UCF and The Citadel. 
Andrews capped off an undefeated singles 
weekend (4-0) by defeating TCU freshman 
Andres Alfonzo 6-2 on Sunday.

Ustundag said the tournament challenged the 
players and helped prepare them for the upcom-
ing games against UT and LSU this weekend. 

“The Orlando trip accomplished much of 
what we wanted to [achieve],” Ustundag said. 
“We played four quality matches, and each 
[player] was pushed physically and mentally. It 
also gave us the opportunity to see how every-
one looked after a long break where they had to 
work out on their own. Overall, this gave us the 
best opportunity to prepare for LSU and Texas, 
two teams which have had very good fall sea-
son results and two teams that our guys are re-
ally excited to play right off the bat.”

Men’s basketball  
starts C-USA 
schedule 0-2

Men’s tennis aims for C-USA title

Courtesy LanCe  Murphy/riCe Media
Sophomore wide receiver Dennis Parks catches a pass and tries to run during the Liberty Bowl against Mis-
sissippi State University on Dec. 31. Mississippi State defeated Rice 44-7. The Owls took an early 7-0 lead, but 
did not score again. The Bulldogs ran away to a 27-7 lead by halftime that the Owls failed to overcome. With 
the loss, Rice finished its season at 10-4, tied for the most wins in school history. The Owls finished with their 
first outright conference title since 1957 and went to consecutive bowl games for the first time since the team 
went to the 1960 Sugar Bowl and 1961 Bluebonnet Bowl.

Rice ends season 
with 44-7 loss to 
Mississippi State 
at Liberty Bowl
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by Nicki Chamberlain-Simon
Thresher Staff

This weekend, Rice University women’s ten-
nis team, which is ranked 22nd in the nation, 
will kick off its 2014 season. Two years ago, the 
team began the season 71st in the country, and 
the Owls climbed to No. 30 by the beginning of 
last year. 

With the start of a new season, Head Coach 
Elizabeth Schmidt said the women’s tennis 
team will continue its pursuit to success.

“Our main goal remains the same: to im-
prove every day,” Schmidt said.

The Owls will begin their season at home 
against Lamar University at 1 p.m. Saturday. 
Last year, their opening match against Lamar 
resulted in a 6-1 Rice victory.     

The team will be led by No. 1 singles player 
junior Natalie Beazant, who finished last season 
as the 41st-ranked singles player in the nation. 
Beazant made it to the quarterfinals of the 2013 
NCAA tournament, setting a record for the best 
performance by a Rice women’s tennis player in 
the NCAA singles tournament. Beazant has also 
made her stamp this fall after winning the Wom-
en’s Longhorn Invitational at Austin Nov. 8.

Schmidt said she is excited to see the devel-
opment of Beazant as the season progresses. 
She said Beazant’s first two years have been 
amazing and believes Beazant will continue to 
excel in her final two.      

“Natalie has been extremely solid for our 
team the past two years, and I expect more of 
the same,” Schmidt said. “She brings a great 
energy to the court, sets a tone with her attitude 
and performance, and is the consummate team 
player.”

Senior Dominique Harmath has also con-
tributed significantly to the team, qualifying for 
the NCAA singles tournament last spring.

Sophomore Solomiya Zinko performed well 
at this fall’s Cougar Classic tournament at the 
University of Houston, where she claimed the 
No. 6 singles title and the No. 2 doubles title 
with Harmath.

Other players to watch will be junior Liat 
Zimmerman, who played No. 3 singles last year, 
and freshman Alison Ho. In addition to Ho, 
freshman Katherine Ip will be joining the squad 
this year from Hong Kong.

While the team only lost two seniors from 
last year, Rice will be facing other changes with 
the Conference USA adjustments. The Universi-
ty of North Texas and Florida International Uni-
versity have been added to the conference for 
the 2013-14 season. While more changes are in 
store for next year, top competitors Tulane Uni-
versity and the University of Tulsa will remain in 
the conference for another year.

Schmidt said expectations are high, but the 
Owls are equipped with the talent to deal with 
the difficult schedule.

“We are extremely excited about the upcom-
ing season,” Schmidt said. “We have a challeng-
ing schedule, which is great, as it will push us to 
our limits every day and help us be the best that 
we can be.”

by Michael Kidd
Thresher Staff

The Rice University women’s basketball team 
opened up its Conference USA season with a 
road victory 59-41 against Florida International 
University on Jan. 8, bringing the Owls to a three-
game winning streak. However, the Owls lost 
their next game to Florida Atlantic University 97-
69, breaking the streak.

Senior forward Jessica Kuster led Rice 
against the FIU Panthers with her 12th double-
double of the season. Kuster put up 20 points 
and grabbed 15 rebounds, while the Rice de-
fense held the Panthers to just 21 percent shoot-
ing from the field. The Owls improved to 8-1 this 
season and have held their opponents to a field 
goal percentage of 39 percent or less.

The Owls stayed in Florida after their 
Wednesday game to prepare for their Saturday 
matchup against the FAU Owls. In the battle of 
the Owls, Rice came up short, losing 97-69 to 
FAU and falling to an overall record of 8-7 with 
a C-USA record of 1-1.

Despite the loss, Kuster led Rice with 21 

points and nine rebounds. Junior guard Naka-
chi Maduka had a career-high 19 points on a 
7-for-10 shooting night. Coming off of a knee 
injury that sidelined her for the first half of the 
season, freshman guard Maya Hawkins start-
ed for the first time in her college career. She 
scored 16 points and completed four assists in 
37 minutes of play.

Hawkins said her team provided a huge lift 
both on and off the court. 

“[Having my] teammates encourage me 
throughout my rehab, along with my coach-
es, really meant the world to me,” Hawkins 
said. “When I found out that I was going to 
be starting, I was excited and nervous at the 
same time, but [I] felt that I was prepared for 
the task at hand, and I wanted to make the 
most of it.”

Hawkins said the team has played well on the 
road lately and is clicking at the perfect time.

“Playing on the road is always tough, but I 
feel that we did extremely well while we were 
away from our home gym,” Hawkins said. “This 
team has always had a strong bond off the court 
with one another, [and] I feel that over the 

course of this season, we have brought that 
connection onto the court. We are playing to-
gether as a team right now … and it is amazing 
to watch.”

Following the loss, the Owls will head back 
to Tudor Fieldhouse to host Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity in Rice’s conference home opener. Rice 
is 4-2 at home this season and is looking to de-
feat the Bulldogs, a team that is 5-10 this season 
and winless in conference play.

Hawkins said she expects Louisiana Tech to 
be a formidable opponent even though its re-
cord may suggest otherwise. 

“We haven’t fully scouted them yet, but I ex-
pect them to be an exceptional team,” Hawkins 
said. “There are no weak teams in our confer-
ence this year, so we have to be prepared at all 
times to face challenging opponents.”

After the game against Louisiana Tech 
Wednesday, Jan. 15, Rice will stay at Tudor 
Fieldhouse to face Marshall University Satur-
day, Jan. 18 at 2 p.m. Last year, Rice defeated 
Marshall 71-61 in a game during which Kuster 
contributed 16 points. Marshall is currently 7-8 
this season and 0-2 in conference play. 

games this week

Women’s 
basketball 

vs. Louisiana Tech
7 p.m., Tudor Fieldhouse

Sports Calendar
Men’s  
basketball

vs. Southern Mis-
sissippi, 7 p.m.                 

Hattiesburg, Miss. 

Men’s    
tennis

vs. University of Texas, 
Austin, 6 p.m.

The Met

Women’s 
tennis

vs. Lamar, 1 p.m. 
Jake Hess Tennis Stadium

Women’s 
basketball

vs. Marshall,  2 p.m. 
Tudor Fieldhouse

Men’s 
basketball

vs. Tulane, 
7 p.m.             

New Orleans, La.

Track
vs. East Carolina Uni-

versity, 1 p.m.
Tudor Fieldhouse

 

Men’s 
tennis

vs. Louisana State Uni-
versity, 12 p.m.

Jake Hess Tennis Stadium

15 16 17 18

18 18 18 19

Lexi eisenberg/Thresher
Junior guard Nakachi Maduka looks to throw a pass during last season’s game against the University of Houston. The Owls play their home opener 
in conference play Wednesday, Jan. 15 against Louisiana Tech University. They play Marshall University three days later on Saturday, Jan. 18.

Women’s basketball starts C-USA 1-1

Women’s tennis 
starts season 
ranked 22nd
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OwlFeed LOL
win fail wtf

cute
omg

12 Signs You Know You Go to Rice
1. You signed up for classes on ESTHER 
… And got waitlisted.

2. Your college is totally the best college!

3.  You don’t swang on 84s.

4. Your date on Valentine’s Day:

5. You know what it feels like when the 
Hoot runs out of pizza.

6. Your prof is this guy.

7. Your favorite Rice game was the C-
USA championship ... But it’s not like 
you’ve been to that many.

8. You make this face when you have to 
use paper cups in the servery.

9. You eat dinner earlier than a normal 
person.

10.  You got rejected by an Ivy League 
School. 

11. You’ve been to an SA meeting this 
many times.

12. Your name will not be read Saturday 
of graduation.

Nailed It

#WINNING

#LUBYS

WANTED
Hiring servers and greeters at Houston’s 
on Kirby Dr.
We are searching for friendly, energetic, highly 
motivated individuals who will thrive in a fast 
paced, team oriented environment. We are 
currently seeking servers and greeters. Please 

apply in person Monday through Friday 3:00? 
5:00 pm or Saturday through Sunday 9:00 ? 
11:00 am. Please dress in professional attire 
and be prepared for an on-site interview. 

After-school Care
Bellaire family seeks after-school care, 3 to 5 
days/week, for 1st grade boy.  Car required.  
Duties include helping with homework and 
driving to after-school activities. Interested? 
Contact sharris@ricealumni.net
tives! Please apply online at www.aplearning.
com/about/careers

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
12 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

CLASSIFIEDS @rice.edu

 The Backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For comments or questions, please email ajw3@rice.edu or purple@rice.edu. 
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