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Houston!

After a two-year hiatus, 
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to the field at Rice.

Joyce Chou shares advice about the 
importance of kindness shortly after 
her dad died of cancer.
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Rugby returns 

by Wesley Chou
ThResheR Staff

For such an essential utility in 
an area like Houston, air condition-
ing remains generally unseen to the 
student body and noticed only dur-
ing its absence, according to David 
McDonald, the senior business di-
rector for Rice University Housing 
and Dining. 

Richard Johnson, the director of 
the Administrative Center for Sus-
tainability and Energy Management, 
said the cost of air conditioning can 
be determined by measuring the 
amount of chilled water used to cool 
air in buildings plus the amount of 
electricity used to power pumps that 
circulate the water around campus.

Johnson said air conditioning 
composes a major portion of H&D’s 
utility costs.

“If I look at [H&D’s] total util-
ity consumption, about a third is for 
chilled water,” Johnson said. “When 
you work in the electricity, it’s prob-
ably upward of 35 to 40 percent. 
Across campus, [H&D] represents 
a little over more than 20 percent of 
total energy costs, with the lab build-
ings being the biggest consumers.”

According to Johnson, a 10-year 
process of transitioning from a two-
pipe to a more efficient four-pipe 
air-conditioning system finished this 
past summer. The new Hanszen Col-
lege building was the last remodeled 
residential area.

Rice’s recent 
AC energy 
use declines 
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by JIeya Wen
ThResheR Staff

The current five-credit-hour in-
troductory language courses are in-
creasing to six credit hours, accord-
ing to Dean of Humanities Nicolas 
Shumway.

Duncan College sophomore 
Chelsea Ward said she is currently 
enrolled in SPAN 101: Introduction 
to Spanish Language and Culture I 
and CHIN 201: Second Year Chinese 
I. After taking CHIN 102: First Year 
Chinese II last year, Ward said she 
believes the change in introductory 
language courses will be beneficial 
for those trying to learn new lan-
guages.

“Having a lot of exposure to a 
language definitely helps language 
acquisition early on,” Ward said. “It 

will probably get a lot of backlash 
from students because it seems like 
a lot of homework. But in the end, it 
will be more advantageous because 
you are going to be able to acquire 
the language faster and, therefore, 
you will be on the track sooner and 
you will study abroad sooner.”

Martel College freshman Cath-
erine Miller said she thinks the in-
crease to six credit hours reflects the 
hard work students put in to learn-
ing a new language.

“Learning a new foreign lan-
guage takes a lot of time and effort, 
both inside and outside of class,” 
Miller said. “Adding an extra credit 
hour to those already time-inten-
sive introductory language courses 
will probably better reflect the time 
one actually spends working to 
learn the language.”

Miller, who is currently enrolled 
in GERM 101: Beginning German I, 
said the course not only teaches the 
language, but also history and cul-
tural traditions.

“With each section of every chap-
ter, we learn about different aspects 
of German culture ranging from fam-
ily life to holidays to politics and 
compare what we learn to our own 
experiences in the United States,” 
Miller said.

Jeffrey Piccirillo, a student who 
took ARAB 101: Introduction to Mod-
ern Arabic Language and Culture I 
last year and is currently enrolled 
in ARAB 301: Seminar in Arabic I, 
said that Rice introductory language 
courses lay a solid language founda-
tion for students. He said he believes 
changing from five credit hours to six 
credit hours might not be necessary. 

“I think meeting two hours a 
day, three days in a week is too over-
whelming for learning Arabic,” Pic-
cirillo, a Jones College sophomore, 
said. “Six credit hours will be hard 
for students with majors that require 
a lot of credit hours. Fitting in an in-
troductory language course will be 
nearly impossible for them.”

Michael Wu, a student in SPAN 
101 and KORE 101: Introduction to Ko-
rean Language and Culture I, said he 
believes making six-credit-hour lan-
guage courses that do not count to-
ward distribution may dissuade stu-
dents from learning a new language.

“It depends on students’ interest 
in learning a new language,” Wu, 
a freshman from Will Rice College, 
said. “I feel like it [will] stop stu-
dents from wanting to learn a new 
language.”

Language courses to increase credit hours

by Molly ChIu & RaChel MaRCus
ManagIng EdItoR and edItoR In ChIef

Local news station KPRC aired a 
story on Tuesday, Nov. 26 entitled 
“Local 2 investigates controversial 
arrest involving Rice University 
police” which featured a man who 
claimed “police went too far” dur-
ing his arrest. The report showed a 
police car dashboard video of two 
RUPD officers striking a man on the 
legs with batons while a third offi-
cer stood nearby.

The man, whose name is Ivan 
Joe Waller, claims Rice University 
Police Department officers unnec-

essarily beat him during the arrest. 
In the video, Waller can be heard 
calling out “Why y’all beating me?”

Rice released an official state-
ment in response to the KPRC re-
port discussing details of the ar-
rest. Rice has since declined to 
comment further. 

According to the original state-
ment, the arrest occurred Aug. 10 at 
approximately 11 p.m. after the sus-
pect was caught with a stolen bike 
outfitted with a GPS tracking de-
vice near the intersection of Mont-
clair Drive and Holcombe Boule-
vard. Officers then tried to arrest 
the suspect, but after he repeatedly 

resisted handcuffs, they struck him 
in the legs with batons.

Waller has a criminal history 
of assault and burglary, according 
to the KPRC report. Following his 
arrest, he was taken to the Har-
ris County Jail, and he pled guilty 
to stealing the bike, according the 
Rice official statement. KPRC re-
ported Waller has since filed a com-
plaint with the Civil Rights Division 
of the Harris County District Attor-
ney’s Office.

According to Rice’s statement, 
RUPD Chief Johnny Whitehead con-
ducted an internal review of the in-
cident. The review determined that 

an appropriate amount of force had 
been used.

According to KPRC, the report 
shows only a portion of the original 
video because KPRC could not obtain 
the entire video. KPRC did not dis-
close how it had gained access to the 
video. RUPD could not be reached for 
comment.

KPRC aired a follow-up story 
Wednesday, Nov. 27 about Rice’s re-
fusal to release the entire video, but the 
report did not contain any additional 
information specific to the incident.

To read Rice’s full official statement 
and to find a link to the entire KPRC re-
port, visit www.ricethresher.org.

KPRC reports alleged RUPD beating

OWLS  CLINCH THE WIN AND HEAD 
TO C-USA CHAMPIONSHIP

Tommy LaVergne/rice UniVersiTy
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The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Nov. 11-15.

Residential Colleges
Duncan College
Martel College
Will Rice College
Martel College
Jones College
Hanszen College

Other Buildings
Allen Center
McNair Hall
BioScience Research Center
Keck Hall
Mechanical Lab

Other Locations
Turrell Skyspace

Nov. 17
Nov. 17
Nov. 20
Nov. 22
Nov. 23
Nov. 24

Nov. 19
Nov. 20
Nov. 20
Nov. 21
Nov. 15

Nov. 20

Public intoxication
Liquor
Theft of bicycle
Theft
Criminal mischief
Telephone harassment 

Criminal trespass
Theft
Strong-arm robbery
Theft
Theft

Criminal mischief

by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

He’s on a boat. In fact, he’s the dean of the 
boat. Professor of kinesiology Nick Iammarino 
has been sailing the high seas as the execu-
tive dean of Semester at Sea, a nontraditional 
study abroad program.

Run by the nonprofit organization Institute 
for Shipboard Education, Semester at Sea fo-
cuses on giving students a global education, 
usually offering a fall and spring voyage last-
ing about 100 days. 

“It also offers a shorter summer voyage 
of 67 days that is generally in the Mediterra-
nean,” Iammarino said. “However, this fall 
and in the fall of 2012, the SAS voyage decided 
to do an Atlantic Exploration and sail the pe-
rimeter of the Atlantic Ocean.”

The SAS website states that students 
choose the program to have a greater under-
standing of the world, cultural differences, 
multiple perspectives and their own culture. 

Additionally, the website states that stu-
dents pick the program to increase their self-
confidence and autonomy, flexibility, accep-
tance of others, their own opinions and their 
ability to live in a close community. 

“Semester at Sea has always been focused 
on global education,” Iammarino said. “As 
such, its mission is different than these other 
traditional study abroad programs.”

The current voyage has approximately 
575 students, 40 faculty members, 31 staff 
members and about 200 crew members, 
Iammarino said.

According to Iammarino, students are typi-
cally juniors and represent 247 colleges and 
universities, with 94 percent from the United 
States and the remaining 6 percent from 18 
other countries.

Destinations change every semester but are 
typically countries and ports that highlight the 
world’s largest cultures, Iammarino said. 

This semester, the MV Explorer has visited 
London, England; Saint Petersburg, Russia; 
Hamburg, Germany; Antwerp, Belgium; Le 
Havre, France; Dublin, Ireland; Lisbon, Por-
tugal; Cadiz, Spain; Casablanca, Morocco; 
Accra, Ghana; Cape Town, South Africa; Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
Salvador, Brazil; Havana, Cuba; and Freeport, 
Bahamas before arriving home to Fort Lauder-

dale, Fla. on Dec. 16, Iammarino said. 
 “This is the first time in many years that 

the ship and program will call on Havana, 
Cuba,” Iammarino said. 

Students can choose from more than 100 
courses taught aboard the ship in a wide 
variety of disciplines, including history, so-
ciology, environmental science, astronomy, 
psychology, business and public health, 
Iammarino said.

Iammarino said he first became involved 
with SAS in 1996, when he was selected for a 
faculty position aboard the old ship, the SS 
Universe Explorer.

“That voyage took us around the world,” 
Iammarino said. “As an avid traveler and one 
who is very interested in international educa-
tion, this was a perfect fit for me.”

In 2008, SAS President Les McCabe vis-
ited Houston and asked Iammarino whether 
he would consider sailing as the executive 
dean for fall 2009, SAS’s 100th voyage, ac-
cording to Iammarino.

“Given my love for and involvement in this 
organization and my belief that we are prepar-
ing global leaders through global education …. 
I am now again serving as executive dean for 
the 50th anniversary voyage of the program,” 
Iammarino said.

According to Director of Study Abroad 
Partnerships Beata Loch, Semester at Sea 
is not among the programs selected for Rice 
undergraduates. 

“Students wishing to participate would 
need to take a semester leave from the uni-
versity to participate,” Loch said. 

Duncan College senior Leah Fried, a cur-
rent Semester at Sea participant, said she 
wanted to travel to multiple places and learn 
about the world. 

“Semester at Sea definitely does that,” 
Fried said. “It’s the only program where you 
go to so many countries and have such a close 
community, since you’re all living on a ship to-
gether and can’t really go anywhere.” 

Martel College junior Yutian He, who sailed 
during summer 2013, said her experience at 
SAS was life-changing.

“I am still reflecting on the ways the trip 
has changed my perspectives,” He said. “I 
learned to always expect the unexpected 
and that no plan is often the best plan when 
one travels.”

Professor heads study 
abroad program at sea

“With a two-pipe system and from a student 
perspective, you wouldn’t have any control over 
AC other than whether it was on or off,” Johnson 
said. “So the way students would regulate it was 
by opening and closing windows, which causes 
both energy to be wasted and the humidity from 
outside to damage the interior.” 

McDonald said that besides making the air-
conditioning system itself more flexible over the 
past summers, H&D has also installed thermo-
stats with limited temperature ranges.

“We’ve retrofitted nearly all the room thermo-
stats with limiters that adhere to [the American 
Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air-Condi-
tioning Engineers] policies of 74 to 78 [degrees 
Fahrenheit] for cooling and 68 to 72 [degrees Fahr-
enheit] for heating,” McDonald said. “We had to 
tear open each building down to the chassis to 
get the pipes in over the summer. We would take 
an entire building offline and literally gut it open 
from the day the students leave. But by the first 
week of August, it’s all put back together, and stu-
dents don’t even know the difference, except that 
there are thermostats that work.”

McDonald said that concerns other than AC 
are taking precedent at many residential colleges. 

“At [Duncan and McMurtry], the AC actu-
ally turns off when the windows are opened,” 
McDonald said. “For the colleges as a whole, 
though, the focus right now is not so much on the 
air-conditioning system itself, but on the build-
ing envelopes, where we’re losing energy through 
windows, frames and insulation.

Johnson said measuring the changes in air-
conditioning costs is difficult for H&D areas be-
cause many of the residential colleges are mea-
sured collectively.

“For the [residential colleges], with the excep-
tion of the newer McMurtry and Duncan Colleges, 
there are only a few master meters, where most of 
the students are measured as one big customer,” 
Johnson said. 

According to Johnson, despite the higher tem-
peratures of the last few years combined with 
the heavier usage of residential colleges during 
the summer, more efficient AC systems have still 
caused per-capita chilled water consumption to 
significantly drop compared to that of the 2003-
2004 baseline. He said this decrease in consump-
tion can be attributed not only to new AC systems, 
efficient construction and replacement of thermo-
stats, but also to student involvement. 

“H&D and FE&P [can] put buildings into set-
back or shutdown settings during winter break, 
which saves energy,” Johnson said. “H&D has 
also been proactive in pursuing energy efficiency 
projects, and I would say that there’s more of a 
culture of conservation amongst students now.”

Susann Glenn, the manager of communica-
tions for Facilities Engineering and Planning, said 
that even in cases where components of the air-
conditioning system cannot be fully optimized, 
there are ways to compensate for its energy con-
sumption.

“South Plant, which was built in 2008, is such 
a consumer of energy that it was not feasible to 
build it to [Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design] certification standards,” Glenn 
said. “There are many green features [for build-
ings that are not LEED certified] such as photovol-
taics on the diesel generators that provide power, 
a vegetative green roof and a large pipe collecting 
air condensate from the [BioScience Research 
Collaborative] that feeds into the cooling tower.”

McDonald said that even though many of the 
improvements made to the air conditioning are 
technological, students can make a significant 
impact on air-conditioning costs too.

“We rely on students because while we can 
give you the tools and the infrastructure, how you 
use it is where the savings come in,” McDonald 
said. “AC makes up approximately one-sixth of 
room fees, which is about $4,200 per semester.”

Johnson said students have a financial incen-
tive to reduce their air-conditioning costs and 
many ways to do so too.

“While obviously [student] housing bills are 
not just based on energy usage, part of it is de-
pendent on the price of chilled water, so how you 
choose to set the AC will affect how you or oth-
ers at Rice will pay,” Johnson said. “Keeping the 
AC from 74 to 78 [degrees] is a first good step, as 
well as not turning on the AC and opening up the 
windows at the same time. If you’re going to leave 
the room for any significant amount of time, just 
turn it off and lower to shades to prevent it from 
becoming too hot.”

Sid Richardson College freshman Daniel 
Zhang said he would like more specific ways of 
measuring use of air-conditioning by individual 
colleges or rooms.

“It would be cool if our cost to our room was 
directly correlated with how much we would pay 
for housing,” Zhang said. “But that might be re-
ally hard to implement because it would require 
installing a lot of different meters. Also, upgrad-
ing certain features such as insulation by tearing 
apart buildings costs a lot of money, which for 
me, leads to the question of how many years [it 
would] take to pay back the money it took to in-
stall the new equipment.”

Brown College freshman Joel Thompson said 
he would like more transparent ways of distribut-
ing air conditioning costs among students.

“It’s easy to ... cool the room below the 72 
[degrees Fahrenheit] limit, and students who do 
this are likely the biggest wasters of AC money,” 
Thompson said. “I would be more likely to cut 
down on AC use if the cost savings were factored 
directly into student housing costs.”
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Rice professor of kinesiology Nick Iammarino is currently serving as the executive dean of 
Semester at Sea, a study abroad program located on a boat that travels around the world. His 
trip aboard the MV Explorer will end in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. on Dec. 16.

courtesy semester at sea
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by Jennifer Shen
Thresher Staff

Students can now put their whistling 
skills to the test with Whistle Hero, a web ap-
plication similar to Guitar Hero designed by 
a team of five Rice University students that 
placed first among 64 submissions at the an-
nual HackTX hackathon Nov. 15, according 
to team member Xilin Liu.

According to its website, HackTX, which 
is in its second year, challenges teams to 
build software prototypes within 24 hours. 
The competition is hosted by two student 
organizations at the University of Texas, 
Austin: Hacker Lounge and the Technology 
Entrepreneurship Society.

HackTX and Hacker Lounge co-founder 
Vivek Karuturi said he started HackTX with 
the goal of bringing people together. Accord-
ing to Karuturi, around 220 people from mul-
tiple schools in Texas participated this year. 
The top three prizes were awarded based 
on uniqueness, design, usability, personal 
challenge and usefulness.

“[Whistle Hero] was chosen [for the top 
prize] because … the presentation was really 
good,” Karuturi, a senior in computer science 
at UT, said. “It looked really fun to play, and 
I don’t think many of us had seen anything 
similar to that built for whistling before.”

The team that built Whistle Hero consist-
ed of Liu, Abdelrahman Nimeri, Daniel Re-
iter, Jonathan Wilson and Matthew Schurr. 

Liu, a Duncan College sophomore, said 
the team had competed together before in 
HackMIT, a hackathon hosted by the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, earlier this 
semester.

“I think hackathons in general are a re-
ally good way to not only better yourself at 
coding but also meet a lot of cool new people 
and ideas, and see these ideas develop, or 
crash,” Liu said. “For example, we’re look-

ing to take our whistle game further. We’re 
also going to PennApps which is the UPenn 
hackathon in February, and the HackRice at 
Rice in January.”

The team was able to come together due to 
the support of the computer science depart-
ment, Wilson, a Hanszen College senior, said.

“We are thankful for the [computer sci-
ence] department for sponsoring us to go to 
the MIT hackathon,” Wilson said. “It was our 
first experience as a team.”

Nimeri, a Duncan senior, said he came up 
with the idea of making Whistle Hero by ob-
serving the winners at HackMIT.

“At HackMIT, we noticed that … if you 
make a game with buttons, it’s extremely hard 
to impress people,” Nimeri said. “All the suc-
cessful games have novel methods of input.”

Wilson said he thinks the team’s presen-
tation was the key to their win.

“During our demo, we had [Reiter] actu-
ally whistle ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star’ 
[to the game],” Wilson said. “We got a big 
round of applause.”

According to Nimeri, the entire project 
was built in JavaScript and HTML. Nimeri 
said the most challenging part of the project 
was balancing the game’s difficulty.

“The microphone can be a little too sensi-
tive,” Nimeri said. “You had to pretty much 
not breathe in the beginning.”

Reiter, a Duncan senior, said the team 
members had to whistle so much in the test-
ing process the team sitting next to them 
eventually asked them to move. 

The team won $6,000 and $1,000 worth of 
credit for Amazon Web Services, Nimeri said.

Nimeri said he bought a smartwatch with 
the money they won, and Schurr, a Duncan 
sophomore, said he is considering using the 
AWS credit toward a web development class 
he will be teaching.

Students can test their whistling abilities 
by visiting whistle.riceapps.org.

Rice students win HackTX 
software challenge at UT

MEETING MINUTES
The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Dec. 2.

■■■ SA Secretary Nathan Andrus announced that applications for the SA Director of 
Technology and the SA Director of Elections positions are open until 11:59 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 6. Both positions will begin in January 2014. Applications are available at 
sa.rice.edu/appointed.

■■■ Andrus announced that the Center for Teaching Excellence will host a Symposium 
on Teaching and Learning from 11 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 17, 2014. The sympo-
sium will serve as a forum to discuss teaching excellence at Rice. All students are 
encouraged to attend to provide input and be part of the discussion.

■■■ SA Parliamentarian Brian Baran, SA Internal Vice President Nathan Liu and Andrus 
presented a draft of the proposed SA constitution based on the findings of the Com-
mittee on Constitutional Revisions. The proposed changes would replace the cur-
rent constitution and separate bylaws with a single document and would clarify 
various definitions and processes of the SA. The Student Senate plans to vote on 
whether to ratify the constitution on Feb. 3. Amendments can be made to the docu-
ments up to that date. Students are encouraged to read over the proposed consti-
tution at sa.rice.edu/constitution. Send questions, comments, or suggestions to 
bbaran@rice.edu.

■■■ SA President Yoonjin Min announced that the Student Senate will postpone its vote 
on Senate Resolution No. 6 that supports creating an Orientation Week International 
Student Liaison position at each college to January 2014 in order to give the SA more 
time to discuss the resolution with the Office of International Students and Scholars.

■■■ Homecoming Committee Chair Charlotte Larson thanked everyone for participating 
in Homecoming Week and presented the 2013 Rice Homecoming Cup to Jones Col-
lege. Send feedback about Homecoming Week to crl6@rice.edu.

■■■ Min said that at least 1,000 free tickets will be available to students for the Rice 
vs. Marshall Conference USA Championship football game this Saturday, Dec. 7 
thanks to donations from Rice alumni. Students can pick up tickets at the tailgate 
from 8 - 11 a.m. Saturday. After kickoff, any remaining tickets will be available for 
$5. Students can also reserve tickets ahead of time for $15 at the Tudor Fieldhouse 
ticket office. The game will be broadcast on ESPN 2.

■■■ SA External Vice President Ravi Sheth announced that an active petition requesting 
for Sunday morning breakfast and the procedure for submitting new petitions can 
be found at sa.rice.edu/petitions.

The SA will next meet Monday, Jan. 13, 2014 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.
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by Andrew Ta
News Editor

The Student Association Committee on 
Constitutional Revisions presented its draft of a 
proposed SA constitution at the Dec. 2 Student 
Senate meeting. The proposal may replace the 
current constitution if the Senate votes to ratify 
it on Feb. 3, until which point it is still being 
amended, SA Parliamentarian Brian Baran said.

“[With] the previous document, we think 
a lot of the confusion was that procedures 
were outdated and not really what we were 
doing,” Baran, who is a Thresher copy editor, 
said. “Each topic was covered in the consti-
tution and bylaws in separate pages. You’d 
[have to] flip back and forth, and it got very 
confusing in terms of identifying all the pro-
cedures for what you needed to do and then 
applying them.”

The proposed draft would restructure what 
currently exists as two separate entities — the 
constitution and the bylaws — into a single doc-
ument that would group information by topic 
and make references to other sections if neces-
sary for clarification, Baran said.

“We’re restructuring it to make it easier 
to find procedures for what you’re going to 
do,” Baran, a Duncan College junior, said. 
“[We’re] preserving what the SA is [and] how 
the SA works.”

The most recent version of the draft is 
available at sa.rice.edu/constitution. Ques-
tions, concerns, comments and sugges-
tions should be sent to bbaran@rice.edu.

SA committee 
presents consti-
tution revisions

Students perform in a variety of cultural dance routines at Dhamaka, the Rice South Asian Society’s annual cultural show.
AnAstAsiA BolshAkovA/thresher

Rice students to compete in ‘Up to Us’
by Jieya Wen
Thresher Staff

A team of five Rice University students was 
selected for the Up to Us competition and will 
compete against 23 teams from other universities 
across the nation to educate their peers about the 
effects of the country’s federal debt, according to 
team leader Maggie Edmunds.

“Up to Us is a program run by Net Impact, the 
Clinton Global Initiative and the Peterson Founda-
tion,” Edmunds, a Hanszen College sophomore, 
said. “Teams were selected to run [an] awareness 
campaign about the national debt. The campaign 
will begin on Jan. 21 and last until Feb. 21.”

The competition rules stipulate teams will 
have to work within a $2,000 budget, team deputy 
leader Giacomo Frateschi said.

“Teams’ campus [campaigns] are designed 
to educate their student peers on our long-term 
federal debt, how it could affect their economic 
opportunities and what their generation can do 
to have a voice,” Frateschi, a Duncan College ju-
nior said. 

According to Edmunds, the team, currently 
being trained by Net Impact, is working on their 
campaign proposal, recruiting ambassadors from 
residential college and finalizing their budget.

“We are going to be publishing videos 
on Facebook of different professors talking 
about their expertise and how the American 
economy is going to be affected by the global 
economic crisis,” Edmunds said. “We also 
have events such as TA sessions with [Rice 
club] Moneythink that will talk about how 
to write a budget and how to keep a budget. 

We are thinking about doing a corny pick-up 
line competition on Valentine’s Day based on 
the national debt, doing a halftime show in a 
basketball game, doing polls, game shows.”

According to Frateschi, the campaign will 
be judged on a variety of criteria, including 
Facebook visibility, civic engagement and 
campaign creativity. 

“The winner of the competition receives 
$10,000 and a chance to attend the Clinton Global 
Initiative University conference,” Frateschi said. 
“We plan to reinvest that money into student pro-
grams at Rice; some ideas have included creating 
an investment fund to teach students responsible 
financial practices.”

The other team members are Hanszen sopho-
more Rachel Garber, Duncan sophomore Sean 
Leong and Hanszen junior Larson Rogers.

Constitution Changes
as presented at the SA meeting

■■■ Replaces separate constitution and by-
laws with single document organized 
by topic

Article I: Name and Purpose
■■■ Preserves the mission of the SA

Article II: Membership and Organization
■■■ Clarifies the role of different groups 
and organizations within the SA

Article III: Definitions
■■■ Defines key terms

Article IV: Legislative
■■■ Clarifies legislative procedures and ex-
pands prior notice requirements

Article V: Executive
■■■ Updates officer responsibilities to align 
with actual practice

Article VI: Judicial
■■■ Establishes judicial procedures, juris-
diction and possible outcomes

Article VII: Committees
■■■ Simplifies types of committees to be 
either permanent standing committees 
or temporary special committees

Article VIII: Organizations
■■■ Removes procedural barriers in club 
approval process

Article IX: Subsidiary Organizations
■■■ Expands autonomy for subsidiary orga-
nizations and establishes clear proce-
dures for governance

Article X: Finances and Blanket Tax
■■■ Clarifies blanket tax review process and 
improves fairness

Article XI: Initiatives and Referenda
■■■ Clarifies procedures for initiatives 
and referenda and ensures procedure 
works in practice with special elections 
for time-sensitive matters

Article XII: Elections
■■■ Clarifies election procedures, ensure 
transparency, ensure rules apply both 
to candidates and to initiatives/refer-
enda

Article XIII: Legislative
■■■ Outlines general practices for good 
conduct and prevention of conflict of 
interest

Article XIV: Amendments
■■■ Establishes clear procedure for amend-
ments and ratification (including grace 
period to make changes in dependent 
and subsidiary organizations’ constitu-
tions to meet any new requirements)
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Letter to the Editor: Students should understand how 
House Bill 2 affects abortion in TX

Rice. It is a Friday night. It has been a hell 
week of midterms and papers and presenta-
tions. Getcheroxoff is tonight, but Jane Doe 
is exhausted. She calls her boyfriend over 
to watch Netflix. The night progresses; sex 
happens. Nothing out of the ordinary.

Fast forward to two weeks later, when she 
misses her period. She takes a pregnancy 
test, and it comes back positive. Amid the 
myriad of thoughts and questions whirling 
around, is abortion one of them? 

If that is on Jane’s mind for a split sec-
ond, she is lucky to be in Houston. In most 
Texas cities, with the exception of Houston, 
Dallas and Austin, if a woman were to decide 
that she cannot provide for her baby — that 
is, with food, clothes and stability — she will 
not be quite so fortunate. If she elects for an 
abortive procedure, she will have to go to 
one of these cities. Because of House Bill 2, 
the clinics that provide abortion services in 
Lubbock, Tyler, Galveston and nearly every 
other Texas city will be shut down.

Here are the highlights of House Bill 2:
It would ban abortions after 20 weeks; 

Roe v. Wade permits abortions to be per-
formed up to 24 weeks. It requires clinics 
that want to continue performing abortions 
to upgrade their facilities and receive new 
certifications, designating them ambula-
tory surgical centers.  It requires the doctor 
performing the procedure to have admitting 
privileges at a hospital within 30 miles. Last-
ly, it calls for more stringent and out-of-date 
guidelines for administration of RU486, an 
abortion-inducing drug sequence, requiring 
patients to make three separate clinic visits.

Essentially this bill closes all abortion 
clinics except a few in Austin, Dallas, El 
Paso and Houston because of the difficulty 
in obtaining admitting privileges and be-
cause of the expense of upgrading equip-
ment to the level of an ambulatory surgical 
center, which is not necessary to perform a 
safe abortion. 

Here are the facts about abortions and 
abortion clinics in Texas: Less than half a 
percent of abortions in Texas are performed 
after 20 weeks. These abortions are often 
performed because the problems in the de-
velopment of complex organs, like the heart 
and brain, start to become visible via ultra-
sound around 18-20 weeks. This 20-week 
ultrasound is when most conditions that are 
not remediable through surgery or medicine 
or any type of care post-birth, like severe 
brain and heart abnormalities or missing or-
gans, are uncovered. The bill does contain 
a provision for fetuses whose abnormalities 
are not survivable — defined by Texas law as 
“incompatible with life outside the womb.” 
However, these terms are not concrete and 
do not take into account the health of the 
mother. 

Becoming an ambulatory surgical center 
places a large financial burden on the clinic, 
as it must upgrade its facilities and receive 

different licensure. While this upgrade 
would increase the number of procedures a 
clinic could perform, it is not necessary for 
a routine outpatient procedure like abor-
tion. If a clinic tried to pass on these fees to 
patients by even a small amount, abortion 
would become cost-prohibitive to many pa-
tients, according to Amy Hagstrom Miller of 
Whole Woman’s Health. 

Hagstrom Miller and the doctors in her 
clinics attempted to contact several hospi-
tals to gain admitting privileges. Only a few 
responded, and those were with pre-appli-
cation applications. Many of these hospi-
tals also have religious affiliations and may 
be reluctant to issue admitting privileges 
to doctors performing such a religiously-
charged procedure.

However, none of this addresses the dan-
ger of the operation. According to statistics 
from the Guttmacher Institute — the primary 
aggregator of all research women’s-health-
related — less than 0.5 percent of patients 
experience complications requiring ambula-
tory service to a hospital, and the chance of 
dying due to receiving an abortion is approx-
imately one-tenth of the chance of dying due 
to childbirth. 

HB2 requires doctors to use an old proto-
col for administering the abortion-inducing 
drugs that has not been in use for 13 years. 
This older protocol requires three times the 
dosage of the newer protocols, although the 
lower dosage has proven equally effective. 
Also, drug administration can occur only in 
the clinic, even though the newer protocol 
allows a woman to take the second part of 
the drug regimen at home, rather than driv-
ing back and forth to the clinic for multiple 
dosages. 

What does HB2 say to women in Texas? 
If a woman is from anywhere except the 
major cities previously mentioned, and she 
cannot travel, then she is out of luck. Only a 
certain population of women will be able to 
physically travel, take days off from work or 
school, pay for the travel, pay for the proce-
dure, and in many cases, do the whole thing 
multiple times for follow-up visits.

The challenge is this: We need to resur-
rect this discussion. Are we really protecting 
women’s health, or are we taking a round-
about way to control their reproductive 
choices? 

This is not simply a partisan issue. In 
many cases, people are just apathetic. A 
large population of Texans does support 
reproductive rights, but silence and justice 
do not mix. So talk about it. In normal, ev-
eryday conversations. That is the primary 
way we can make a woman’s right to choose 
more widely acceptable and not a taboo, 
shameful experience.

I often hear people say something like “I 
took four years of (name a foreign language) 
in college, and now I can’t say a blessed 
thing.” I mumble a noncommittal response, 
but what I really want is to ask “And whose 
fault is that?” followed by “Consider all the 
wonderful people you’ll never meet, the 
marvelous experiences you’ll never have, the 
places you’ll never visit, and the mountains 
of information that will never be yours be-
cause you choose to remain monolingual.”

And yes, “choose” is the right word, es-
pecially for Rice students. Over the last three 
years, the Rice Center for Languages and 
Intercultural Communication has invested 
much thought and many resources into 
constructing a language program worthy of 
the Rice name. We are particularly pleased 
with the recruitment of Rafael Salaberry as 
the CLIC director, whose appointment began 
this semester. Internationally renowned as 
a specialist in second-language acquisition, 
he is ideally suited to provide the leadership 
we need.

Restructuring our program began with an 
outside review committee that in 2011 wrote 
a comprehensive, sometimes complimentary 
and sometimes critical, report on how Rice 
taught languages. Headed by Elizabeth Ber-
nhardt, who directs the excellent language 
center at Stanford University, the committee 
asserted that our students needed at least 
six classroom contact hours per week, es-
pecially at the introductory level, and that 
we needed to implement an assessment pro-
gram that looked less at course completion 
and more at competence — i.e., what stu-
dents can actually do with the language and 
not what courses they’ve completed.

Of these two recommendations, finding 
the additional classroom hours posed the 
biggest problem. Rice students carry heavy 
schedules, although they are probably not 
busier than their counterparts at Yale, Har-
vard, Stanford and Princeton, all of which 
require at least five contact hours per week 
in introductory language courses. Still, when 
we started experimenting with five-day-per-
week schedules, students complained, and 
enrollment in some of our courses sagged. 

We have therefore come up with an inge-
nious solution. Beginning this coming fall, 
introductory courses will be taught only 
three days per week — Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays — but class periods will 

last 100 minutes rather than the usual 50 
minutes. Research in language acquisition 
shows that longer periods evenly spaced 
over time are more effective than more fre-
quent short periods. This new schedule will 
also leave Tuesdays and Thursdays free for 
other courses, thus allowing more flexibil-
ity in student schedules while making more 
classrooms available for popular Tuesday/
Thursday time slots.

The new accelerated first-year courses 
will carry six credits each and be renum-
bered 101 in the first semester and 201 in the 
second. Third- and fourth-semester courses 
will continue to be taught three hours week-
ly and will be numbered 202 and 203. 

These changes, however, will involve 
much more than rescheduling. Language 
curricula will incorporate more cultural in-
formation, so much so that the second se-
mester of an introductory course will qualify 
for distribution credit in the humanities. We 
will also experiment with new approaches to 
language acquisition by which students de-
velop awareness of how they learn, thus al-
lowing students to become their own learn-
ing laboratory. A second-language course 
should both teach a language and prepare 
students to become their own teachers. Us-
ing emerging technologies, the new courses 
will allow access to more information and 
a great variety of computerized and online 
learning activities.

In addition to these changes, the CLIC 
and foreign literature faculty are identify-
ing a growing number of intensive language 
courses to be taken abroad during the sum-
mer. These courses will be the equivalent 
of intermediate and advanced courses at 
Rice. The CLIC is prepared to offer 20 $5,000 
scholarships per summer to support lan-
guage study in countries as varied as Argen-
tina, Brazil, China, France, Germany, Jordan 
and Spain.

Our goal is to make Rice a national point 
of reference for superb language instruction. 
We also look forward to hearing future Rice 
graduates say, “I studied a second language 
at Rice and participated in one of the CLIC’s 
intensive summer language courses in 
(name the country), and it changed my life.”

Nicolas Shumway
Dean of Humanities

Dear Rice students:
In my meeting with the Student Asso-

ciation senators during the week after Es-
peranza, I learned that drinks mixed with 
hard alcohol were served by the caterer at 
Esperanza. I was told by the senators that 
some students have complained about this 
service, given that the alcohol policy specifi-
cally prohibits this. This criticism is entirely 
accurate and completely understandable: 
We screwed up. My office should not have 
granted the Rice Program Council permis-
sion to allow the caterer to serve mixed 
drinks. Although RPC should not have re-
quested this on the event approval form, the 
mistake rests with us for failing to deny the 
request.

My staff and I regret the error. This clari-
fication is important for two reasons. First, 
when we make a mistake, we admit it, and 

we take measures to correct the error. That is 
my responsibility. I have already talked with 
my staff about this mistake, and we have dis-
cussed the necessary corrections. Second, 
this mistake in no way changes our expecta-
tions under the alcohol policy. The serving of 
hard alcohol, including mixed drinks made 
from hard alcohol, is banned from all public 
parties and private gatherings, and private 
consumption of hard alcohol is banned spe-
cifically on the nights of major events such 
as Esperanza, even for those of age.

I would like to thank the Student Associ-
ation for bringing this problem to my atten-
tion, and I appreciate your understanding 
and cooperation.

Sincerely,
John Hutchinson
Dean of Undergraduates

Letter to the Editor:

(from left to right)

Kasey McKenney  is a Hanszen College senior
Jessica Howard is a Martel College senior
Jordan McCray is a McMurtry College senior
Hayley Williams  is a Martel College senior

Thresher Ops
The Rice Thresher wants to hear what you have to say. Send opinions and letters to thresher-ops@rice.edu. 
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The day before my 21st birthday was two days 
before classes started. It was also the day I learned 
my dad had cancer.

The prognosis was brutal. At such a late stage 
of development, my dad’s tumor was inoperable. 
Moreover, given his weakened state and the ag-
gressive nature of his cancer, chemotherapy was 
not practical. In other words, my dad was dying.

I cried so much in the following weeks that I 
thought my tear ducts were broken. The selfish 
part of me was angry that this was happening in 
my senior year, what should have been the best 
time of my undergraduate life. The supposed joys 
of turning 21 never felt more like a lie.

What began initially as my dad’s battle against 
cancer became my entire family’s war. It was dev-
astating to see my mom and brother cry. I hated 
that I dreaded receiving calls from them, afraid 
of the latest update on my dad’s condition. More 
than anything, it hurt to realize that in my last year 
of college, my own father would not make it to my 
graduation. 

I decided to stay in school for several rea-
sons; in some ways, doing so preserved a sense 
of normalcy. On the surface, I was generally OK. 
But sometimes it would hit — so hard and so in-
explicably. It was difficult to accept that life was 
still happening, that the usual school and work 
routine continued — with the exception that my 
weekends came to include visits home or to the 
hospital. After my dad was moved to the Houston 
Hospice, an end-of-life care facility, visits to the 
hospice began to punctuate my week. I felt like I 
was watching him die.

On Oct. 7, barely six weeks after his diagnosis, 
my dad passed away. No amount of mental prepa-
ration could ever fully ready me for his loss, but I 
found comfort at least knowing that his pain was 
finally over. 

In sharing my family’s hardships, I do not in-
tend to elicit pity or attention. I want to instead 
pass on the insight such a situation has elucidat-
ed. Every upperclassman has advice to share with 
new students, and this is mine. 

Be kind and reach out to others. The college ex-
perience is more than a GPA or scoring the perfect 
internship. The genuine moments of understand-
ing and the relationships shared with people of 
both similar and different backgrounds are just as 
significant — if not more.

As busy and hard-working Rice students, it is 
easy to prioritize academics and take for granted 
the wealth of interpersonal relationships around 
us. It is easy to miss out on meaningful interaction 
for the sake of focusing on the immediate, an up-
coming test or major assignment due next week. 
That is not to say that academic excellence should 
be neglected. Rather, it is important to take a break 
and recognize the social aspect of college as more 
than parties and networking. 

Kindness transcends boundaries; it is the first 
step to investing in a deeper and more meaning-
ful friendship. Perhaps this investment does not 
mean much for a resume, but its worth far out-
weighs the surface-level connections we do not 
so often actively seek to breach. So look at your 
friends and classmates; ask genuinely how they 
are doing. It can make all the difference in bright-

ening someone’s day.
I am infinitely grateful for all the support I have 

received this past fall, in what has been the hard-
est time of my life. From Orientation Week and al-
ternative spring break connections to my college 
masters and professors to my closest friends, cop-
ing with my dad’s illness would have been a thou-
sand times more difficult without their sincerity 
and concern. For checking in on me, for comfort 
food, for crying with me, for listening. Even those 
who did not know about my father’s situation 
were there for me. Whether through a simple ges-
ture or word, I found incredible solace in everyday 
kindness. These small things encouraged me to 
stay positive in spite of the grief when I felt utterly 
lost and overwhelmed.

This spring, I will leave Rice having endured 
some of the worst times of my life and also hav-
ing enjoyed some of the best. I thank all those who 
have made such an experience what it was. My 
dad would have been happy to see me surrounded 
by such loving individuals, to know that I am in 
the comfort of such a warm community. May he 
rest in peace.

Rice fight! Never die!
Over half a century has passed since 

Rice last won a Conference USA football 
championship title. This year’s team has 
a chance to change that. The 2013 Rice 
Owls tore a path through their competi-
tors to become the C-USA West Division 
champions. With just one loss in the 
conference and just three overall, Rice 
football has proved to be a dominant 
force this year. Now our team will have a 
chance to win it all in the championship 
game against Marshall this Saturday at 
11 a.m. at home in Rice Stadium. 

However, despite an outstanding 
season, attendance has remained low 
at games. Years of apathy may have 
dampened enthusiasm among the stu-
dent body, but if there were ever a time 
to overcome our sports lethargy, it is 
now. We have qualified for a bowl game, 
we are going to a championship game 
and we could possibly have the best 
season Rice has had in 56 years. There 
is no reason the student section should 
be sparsely populated this Saturday. To 
make the incentive a little sweeter, Rice 
is offering free tickets for the first 1,000 
students to arrive at Tailgate Owley. Af-
ter kickoff, tickets are still only $5. Bring 
Rice T-shirts, hats, socks, jewelry, post-
ers, noise makers or anything with an 
owl on it and come out to our very own 
stadium to support the Owls.

After a season of big wins and big 
spirit, come show the Rice football play-
ers some love. Fill the stadium, scream 
and chant the Rice fight song, and show 
Marshall which is the better school. 

Rice fight! Never die! 

Administrators need 
to communicate with 

students more
As the fall semester comes to a close, 

the Thresher would like to encourage 
more transparency and communication 
from the administration in the coming 
semesters. There is a general feeling that 
the administration has been more closed 
towards the student body, especially on 
key issues like the future of the linguis-
tics graduate program. Despite repeated 
attempts to reach out to members of the 
administration to give them an opportu-
nity to present their perspective on the 
linguistics issue, the administration has 
continuously declined to comment. 

We understand that in some instanc-
es, legal issues may prevent administra-
tors from disclosing details. However, 
when matters concerning the future of 
student programs, student activities on 
campus, or the perception of Rice as it 
can affect students arise, the administra-
tion should be open to questions from 
the student body. Leaving matters in the 
dark often creates greater rumors and 
gossip, which could be dispelled with 
increased transparency from the admin-
istration. We have long prided ourselves 
on the openness of our student-adminis-
tration communications, and we greatly 
appreciate when adminstrators choose 
— like Dean Hutchinson did this week — 
to communicate with the student body 
in a public manner. We would like to see 
more of that communication in the com-
ing semester.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.
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Take time to appreciate what really matters in life

“I found it!”

The Bundler (Clothes On-
ion) leaves no patch of 
skin exposed but turns 
into a human furnace as 
soon as they encounter 
indoor heating.

The Snowman acces-
sorizes with some com-
bination of a heavy coat, 
hat, gloves and scarf and 
is prone to cheek and 
nose reddening.

The Lumberjack relies 
on a hardy constitution, 
a warm jacket/flannel, 
pants, and perhaps cov-
ering for the head and 
hands.

The Minimalist finds 
a long-sleeve shirt and 
pants enough.

The Crazy (or Runner) 
is hopefully exercising 
vigorously in those shorts 
and T-shirt.

Brace yourself. Winter is coming.
Sort of. In my residency, Houston has not consis-

tently descended into the temperature range appro-
priate of winter. We’ve braved the icy previews, the 
tumbles into the 30s. I found the few cold, rainy days 

before Thanksgiving break beautiful.
Cold weather, beautiful?
Yes. Though we may grimace at the idea of aban-

doning indoor warmth for an atmospheric ice bath, 
we enjoy it. So revel in the upcoming Southern chill.

A brief guide to Southern cold weather dress types:

IllustratIons by ClaIre elestwanI

Cartoon by lydIa smIth, ConCept by reed thornburg
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Dustin-Prestige 
to perform at 

‘Beats and Beer’
Reed Thornburg

Thresher Staff

Dustin-Prestige will perform 
at Willy’s Pub on Thursday for the 
last “Beats and Beer” event of the 
semester. This third act in KTRU’s 
semester-long journey through lo-
cal hip-hop will feature the side of 
Houston hip-hop focused on melody 
and smart songcraft. 

Still, calling Dustin-Prestige a 
hip-hop artist is misleading. While 
it is trendy, and usually not helpful, 
to call a new act “genre-defying,” 
Dustin-Prestige warrants the de-
scriptor. He pushes the limits of 
genre so far that halfway through 
his excellent 2012 release Plaid, he 
drops in a bonafide arena-rock song 
in “Stars.” Complete with acoustic 
guitar and surprisingly melodic vo-
cals, the track breaks up the down-
tempo raps of “Plight of the Rapper” 
and “I am Legend.” He cites Oasis as 
the inspiration and even references 
a non-champagne supernova early  
in the song.

Dustin-Prestige calls his process 
of drawing on influences studying, 
and throughout the album it is ap-
parent that he has studied quite a 
wide range of music. When asked 
what he was currently listening to, 
in an interview with KTRU earlier 
this year, he casually mentioned cult 
’90s power-pop group Letters to Cleo 
before discussing the Drake mixtape 
So Far Gone and the U2 album Ach-
tung Baby. From a different artist, 
this would seem absurd, but in the 
context of the appropriately titled 
Plaid, it all comes together.

After a series of self-imposed 
delays, Dustin-Prestige will release 
his second full-length album titled 
Dharma on Dec. 11. While the album 
was originally scheduled for release 
last March, Dustin-Prestige said he 
took the extra time to ensure the al-
bum was consistently aligned with 
its overarching narrative. In contrast 
to Plaid, Dharma will focus on one 
central theme while still using his 
characteristic multigenre approach.

For Thursday’s show, Dustin-
Prestige will be playing with the 
live multi-instrumental band Majik 
Shuz, and he said he plans on in-
troducing some of his unreleased 
material from Dharma alongside 
his older material. Dustin-Prestige’s 
music is on most major online music 
streaming sites — including Spotify, 
Rdio, iTunes and Pandora — and his 
Twitter account, @dustinprestige, 
is definitely worth reading to get 
acquainted with his style of smart, 
witty pop-culture observations. He is 
an exciting act who has already been 
recognized as a South by Southwest 
showcase artist, and his Willy’s Pub 
show will be a great chance to see 
one more exciting local act before 
the semester comes to a close.

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world of 
Houston.

BLOOD ON 
THE LEAVES

The Urban Souls Dance Compa-
ny’s fourth season opener, Blood 
on the Leaves: A Dance Concert! 
will premiere Dec. 4–6 at 8 p.m. 
at The Barn. Urban Souls aims to 
bridge the gap between life and 
art through powerful performanc-
es. Take the Urban Souls jour-
ney. Tickets are $20 for students. 

The Barn
2201 Preston St. 
urbansouls.org

CHriSTmAS JEW
Fresh Arts presents The Jew Who 
Loves Christmas, an art installa-
tion and storytelling piece cre-
ated by local artist Abby Koenig. 
The opening reception, accom-
panied by free Christmas treats 
and eggnog, will be Friday, Dec. 
6 beginning at 6 p.m., and the 
installation will be on display 
through Jan. 3. Admission is free. 

Spacetaker Gallery at Fresh 
Arts

2101 Winter St. 
spacetaker.org

SHOWCASE Of 
SHOrTS

Check out Mildred’s Umbrella 
Theater Company’s Museum of 
Dysfunction VI: A Showcase of 
Shorts. Plays run Dec. 5–7 and 
Dec. 12–14 at 8 p.m. Mildred’s Um-
brella is a nonprofit organization 
and shows are pay-as-you-can. 

Studio 101 at Spring Street 
Studios

1824 Spring St. 
mildredsumbrella.com

JAZZY
An acclaimed young jazz art-
ist, pianist Gerald Clayton, will 
be performing Saturday, Dec. 7 
at 8 p.m. Clayton is a three-time 
Grammy nominee and winner 
of the Rising Star – Pianist title 
in the 2010 Down Beat Critics 
Poll. Ticket prices vary; more 
information available online.

Wortham Theater Center  — 
Cullen Theater
501 Texas Ave. 
dacamera.com

THE NuTCrACKEr
If you are looking for some traditional holi-

day entertainment, get swept up in this classic 
dance show performed by the Houston Ballet. 
Journey with Clara  as she makes her way from 
a family party to the Land of the Sweets. This 
shimmering spectacle is sure to delight your 
senses with stunning sets, costumes and cap-
tivating music. The Nutcracker will be showing 
Nov. 29 – Dec. 29 at the Wortham Theater Cen-
ter. Ticketing information available online. 

houstonballet.org

GrEETiNGS AND 
GreetinGs!

The Texas Repertory Theatre Company is 
continuing its ninth season of holiday enter-
tainment with the comedy Greetings! which 
will preview Dec. 4 and run four performances 
each week through Dec. 23. Find out what hap-
pens on Christmas Eve when character Andy 
Gorski brings his Jewish atheist fiance home 
to meet his very conservative Catholic parents. 
See website for ticketing information; student 
discounts available. 

texreptheatre.org  

CHriSTmAS LiGHTS
Take a stroll down memory lane back to the 

days when you would drive with your family 
past streets of houses lit up by Christmas dis-
plays. Houston boasts many such neighbor-
hoods whose residents take it upon themselves 
to light up their homes in the spirit of holiday 
celebration. Be sure to check out the River Oaks 
neighborhood along River Oaks Boulevard, 
as well as the Prestonwood Forest neighbor-
hood along Prestonwood Forest Drive. Another 
neighborhood worth giving a visit is Woodland 
Heights, particularly along Highland Street and 
Bayland Avenue, which will host its “Lights in 
the Heights” event Dec. 14 from 6 - 9 p.m. 

iCE SKATiNG
If you would like to enjoy a day on the ice with 

your friends, then Houston has a couple of options 
to satisfy your skating needs. 

The Houston Galleria Mall is home to the Ice at 
the Galleria rink. Admission and skate rental is $15 
per person, and the rink is open until 10 p.m. from 
Monday to Saturday and until 8 p.m. on Sundays. 

Downtown Houston is host to The ICE presented 
by XFINITY, which opened at Discovery Green ear-
lier in November and will extend until February. 
Admission and skate rental is $12 per person, and 
the rink is open until 11 p.m. on weekends and until 
midnight on New Year’s Eve. 

iceatthegalleria.com
discoverygreen.com
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The best and worst records of 2013

Best album to listen to on a rainy day
The National, Trouble Will Find Me
The National’s sixth LP continues the 

band’s signature style of morose, brooding, 
vaguely hopeful music about the disappoint-
ments in adult life but tackles new challeng-
es such as marriage and fatherhood as well.

Best Track: “Don’t Swallow the Cap”

Best album artwork
Okkervil River, The Silver Gymnasium
   While the cover art is definitely sweet, 

the reason Austin-based Okkervil River 
takes home the prize is the handmade map 
inside the record of lead singer Will Sheff ’s 
hometown in rural New Hampshire. The 
map shows various locations associated 
with songs on this concept album about  
growing up. 

   Best Track: “It Was My Season”

Album most likely to make you cry
Waxahatchee, Cerulean Salt
Katie Crutchfield’s second album as Waxa-

hatchee is a somber affair peppered with 
electric and acoustic guitar ballads about the 
pains of strained relationships and the hard-
ships of of growing up in the rural South. Her 
voice is often defiant, but the quiet, sincere 
cracks in her confidence are heartbreaking.

Best Track: “Swan Dive”

Best debut album
Torres, Torres
Mackenzie Scott’s music combines raw 

desperation with bleak, barren guitar tracks 
to create the enveloping gorgeous sound em-
bodied on Torres, an album that juxtaposes 
the beauty of life with the hardships of failed 
relationships with friends and family.

Best Track: “Honey”

Most disappointing album
Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Mosquito
When Yeah Yeah Yeahs emerged on the 

New York City rock scene in 2002, they did 
so as dirty, manic freak-punk rockers with 
nothing to lose from distorting their sound 
and being as lyrically abrasive as pos-
sible. While the band had grown in strides 
over  its first three LPs, Mosquito is a step 
backward in almost every direction. Where 
before, thrashing punk songs felt in-your-
face, they now seem like shallow jokes in 
comparison, and the quieter ballads carry 
none of the emotional depth found be-
fore. The cover also wins for worst artwork  
of the year.

Best rap album
Earl Sweatshirt, Doris
The debut LP from the 19-year-old member of 

Los Angeles’ Odd Future rap collective highlights 
the deftness of Earl’s twisting, rhymes-with-
rhymes techniques over dark, austere backbeats. 
His lyrics are cynical but sincere portraits of life as 
a rapper and the emotional turmoil he has been 
through leading up to and after his attendance at 
a school for troubled boys in Samoa. 

Best Track: “Chum”

 Best summer album
Cayucas, Bigfoot
The debut effort from Santa Monica’s 

Cayucas is an eight-song output about day 
trips to the beach and late nights with your 
favorite girl, all set in the endless Southern 
California summer. The surf-rock guitar and 
tropical feel make it perfect for lounging at 

the pool or road-tripping to the shore.   
Best Track: “East Coast Girl”

Album 
of the 
year

Vampire Weekend, 
Modern Vampires of the City
The whip-smart, catchy, triumphant, cau-

tious and overall ingenious third effort by New 
York City-based Vampire Weekend comes off as 
a coming-of-age novel about entering adulthood 
as written by your future self. The arrangements 
are gorgeous, each track feels unique and essen-
tial, and all listeners can likely find a lyric here 
and there that touches them in ways little other  
music does.

   Best Track: “Step”

Courtesy seCretly Canadian Courtesy Xl

Benjamin Huber-Rodriguez
Thresher Staff

2013 is practically gone, and we have seen a lot of great records put out in what is sure to go 
down as an important year for music in recent history. Rather than rank albums head-to-head 
in a giant end-of-the-year list, I decided to give various eclectic awards to a select group of 
albums that represent the entire spectrum of music released this year.

Courtesy Columbia reCords



9Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports

by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

For the first time since the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower administration, the Rice football team has 
a chance to win an outright conference champi-
onship after beating Tulane University 17-13 last 
Saturday, Nov. 30. With the victory, the Owls won 
the Conference USA West Division and will be 
hosting the conference title game this Saturday, 
Dec. 7 against Marshall University at 11 a.m.

Head Coach David Bailiff said he was ex-
tremely impressed with the defense’s perfor-
mance Saturday, which held the Green Wave to 
10 total yards and zero first downs in the first 
half. Bailiff said the entire defense worked to-
gether to contribute to the win.

“It was a fabulous effort by all 11 of the [de-
fensive] players that were on the field,” Bailiff 
said. “I was really pleased with them and the ef-
fort they gave.”

Redshirt senior defensive end Tanner Leland 
agreed with Bailiff and said each individual de-
fender knew his job and helped the team perform 
as a single unit, stopping the Tulane offense.

“Overall, the defense understood that each 
person had a job in order to contain the offense,” 
Leland said. “To stop the offense, we had to play 
unselfish defense. Our [defensive backs] played 
great, as every ball was contested.”

Going into this week’s contest, the Owls are 
facing Marshall, which was crowned the C-USA 
East Division champion after beating East Caro-
lina University 59-28 at home on Nov. 29. The 
last time the Owls played the Thundering Herd 

was Sep. 22, 2012. Marshall won by the slight-
est of margins, 54-51, in double overtime. The 
Owls have not lost at home since and are cur-
rently riding an eight-game winning streak at 
Rice Stadium.

Bailiff said Rice needs to limit its turnovers 
offensively. He said these mistakes cannot be 
made against Marshall, which boasts the high-
est-scoring offense in the conference, averaging 
44.6 points per game.

“Against Marshall, we cannot make mistakes, 
as they are explosive offensively, both in passing 
and rushing,” Bailiff said. “In addition, they are 
one of the top defenses in the conference.”

Leland expressed praise for Marshall junior 
quarterback Rakeem Cato, who has thrown for 
over 3,000 yards and has 34 touchdowns and 
just eight interceptions this season. Leland said 
it is hard to rattle Cato since he has a firm grasp 
of the Thundering Herd’s offense and rarely 
makes mistakes.

“Cato is incredible,” Leland said. “He kind 
of sits back there, commands the offense [and] 
knows who is open, and it will be difficult to con-
tain him and the rest of the team.”

Leland said despite Cato’s skill, the Owls’ 
defense is not going to be intimidated and will 
not back down.

“Marshall’s offense will motivate us,” Leland 
said. “It’s a challenge, and everyone here rises 
to challenges. We embrace them. Their offense is 
good, and hopefully we can stop them.”

Throughout the season, Bailiff has pointed 
to the Owls’ veteran leadership as a strong point 
for the team. He said these players never gave 

up after the struggles in their first two seasons 
and have showed a lot of heart and determina-
tion. According to Bailiff, these veteran players 
refused to give up until they achieved their goal: 
a berth in the C-USA championship game.

“With the 19 fifth-year seniors, they never 
fragmented, and they always believed they could 
succeed, winning 13 of their last 17 games,” Bai-
liff said. “They wanted to win the West Division 
and win the conference championship, so kudos 
to them that they kept working hard even when 
the times were bad.”

Redshirt senior quarterback Taylor McHar-
gue said getting to this conference title game 
means a lot to the seniors who endured a com-
bined 8-16 record their first two seasons. 

“It was tough early on,” McHargue said. “The 
first couple of years were not really good, but we 
did not lose faith. We had trust as a class that we 
would bounce back. [Winning conference] was 
always the goal. We said coming into the season 
that it was an expectation to compete for a con-
ference championship. We are happy to be here, 
but we are ready to finish the deal.”

McHargue said he has noticed a change in 
the atmosphere around campus. He said people 
have been coming up to him and other players 
to congratulate them on their success. McH-
argue said he knows the support will be there 
come Saturday.

“The culture and attitude is changing around 
here,” McHargue said. “The students are getting 
behind us, and it means the world that they are 
coming out and supporting us. We would love to 
see everyone out this Saturday.”

Football to play for C-USA championship

Ryan Li/ThResheR
Senior running back Charles Ross runs for a first down during Saturday’s game against Tulane University. The Owls won the game 17-13  to earn a berth in 
the C-USA championship game against Marshall University. If the Owls win, this will be their first outright conference championship since 1957.

by Luke Samora
Thresher Staff

The Rice University men’s basketball team 
played two games over Thanksgiving Break, 
losing to Rider University on Friday, Nov. 
29 and winning against Santa Clara Univer-
sity on Saturday, Nov. 30. Both games were 
played in the 47th Cable Car Classic in Santa 
Clara, Calif.

On Friday, the Rice Owls lost to Rider 97-

93 in overtime. The Owls shot 48 percent from 
the 3-point line and shot 53 percent from the 
field during the two games.

After Friday night’s loss, the Rice Owls 
came back with a close win in their last game 
of the Cable Car Classic, defeating Santa 
Clara 67-66. Santa Clara took the lead late in 
the second half with only 6.9 seconds remain-
ing, but sophomore guard Keith Washington 
closed the game out, driving down the length 
of the court to score a game-winning layup. 

Washington said he took advantage of 
Santa Clara’s defensive setup to give the Owls 
the one-point win.

“I knew they were in man coverage, and 
I’m fast enough to beat my man,” Washing-
ton said. “And I also knew that when they put 
just one person on me, all I had to do was to 
just beat him, and the game would be ours.”

Freshman forward Sean Obi said the team 
has come together both mentally and physi-
cally over the past few games. Obi said he 

feels he is finally in game shape, which will 
help him out as the season moves forward.

“I’ve gotten a lot stronger,” Obi said. “I 
put on more muscle and burned a lot of body 
fat, which is something I worked on all sum-
mer. Secondly, I feel like I have toughened up 
mentally; this is not high school where you 
have to play against 6-foot, 4-inch centers.”

Rice’s current record is 3-4. The Owls 
return to action this Wednesday, Dec. 4 at 

Men’s basketball splits two-game weekend on the road

0see BASKETBALL, page 11

by Nicki Chamberlain-Simon
Thresher Staff

Two students revived the Rice Univer-
sity women’s rugby team this year after its 
dissolution in 2011. Duncan College senior 
Courtney Applewhite and Sid Richardson 
College junior Stella Keck teamed up to get 
the club sport going again last spring, and 
the team has since grown to have 14 mem-
bers and two head coaches.

After having been an official club sport 
for 14 years, the team disbanded in 2011 due 
to an inability to field enough players. Two 
years later, though, Applewhite said she 
was inspired to create a new rugby team.

“I wanted to put the team back together 
mainly because I wanted to play,” Apple-
white said. “I had just retired from a profes-
sional BMX racing career and wanted some-
thing new and challenging to participate in, 
and starting up the rugby team seemed like 
the perfect thing to keep me occupied.”

Keck, who transferred to Rice last year, 
had played rugby since her junior year of 
high school and continued in her freshman 
year at Occidental College. Since Apple-
white did not have any experience with the 
sport of rugby and Keck was relatively new 
to the university, Keck said the two teamed 
up to recruit a new squad and prepared the 
paperwork to become an official club sport. 
Keck said the team is still in its growing 
phase but is continuing to improve.

“I am the only player on the team who has 
really played rugby before besides Courtney, 
who played over the summer, so the team is 
really young and is definitely in the learning 
stage,” Keck said. “But they’re learning very 
quickly; our future looks good.”

To prepare for their games, the play-
ers practice twice a week and attend 12 
Saturday games per year. However, unlike 
past teams that competed with 15 players, 
the women’s rugby team is competing in 
matches with seven players. The team is 
currently a member of the Lone Star Con-
ference, which consists of other universi-
ties such as the University of Texas, San 
Antonio, the University of Texas, Austin 
and Lamar University. After losing its first 
two games and winning its last two, the 
women’s rugby team finished its fall season 
Nov. 23 with a 2-2 record; the team will be 
continuing its year-long season in January.

Keck said she believes the team’s record 
does not reflect its potential. 

“I think the 2-2 record doesn’t really 
show all the work we’ve done,” Keck said. 
“The learning curve for rugby is very fast, 
and the first couple games we lost, we were 
still learning all of the basics. I think if we 
were to play the teams we lost to now, it 
would be a very different score.”

While this redeveloping club sport is 
continuing to develop and recruit, the re-
sponse from current members has been 
positive. Sid Rich freshman Skye Wang, the 
team’s public relations representative, said 
having Keck as her Orientation Week advi-
sor and talking to Applewhite convinced 
her to join the rugby team.

“At the [activities] fair, I met Courtney, 
and she talked a little about rugby and how 
there’s a position for everyone,” Wang said. 

Students revive 
women’s rugby 
team at Rice

0see RUGBY, page 11
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by Michael Kidd
Thresher Staff

This past weekend, the Rice Owls wom-
en’s basketball team traveled to Boulder, 
Colorado and participated in the Omni Ho-
tels Classic Tournament. The Owls went 
into this tournament with an overall record 
of 3-4. The Owls were playing on shortened 
rest after a 79-74 overtime loss against Sam 
Houston State University on Tuesday night.

In the first game of the tournament, the 
Owls defeated Samford University, 57-52. Se-
nior forward Jessica Kuster scored 14 points 
for the Owls while the Rice bench contrib-
uted twenty total points to secure the vic-
tory. Freshman forward Jasmine Goodwine 
grabbed eleven rebounds and added nine 
points in a game where ten different Rice 
Owls scored. With the victory, the Owls im-
proved to 4-4 on the season and advanced to 
play in the championship game against the 
University of Colorado, Boulder. The Buffa-
loes came into the game a perfect 5-0 on the 
season. 

The championship game was played in 
the Coors Event Center in Boulder, Colo. Nov. 
30th. Despite the Owls’ best efforts, they 
fell short to the Buffaloes, 75-58. The Owls 
played well for the first half, trailing only by 
four points at halftime. However, midway 
through the second half, Colorado went on a 
14-0 run which put Rice in an eighteen-point 

deficit that proved to be too much. Kuster 
had a game-high thirty points for the Owls, 
shooting nine of 16 from the floor and mak-
ing 11 free throws. This was the third time 
that Kuster has scored 30 or more points in 
a game this season. Junior forward Megan 
Shafer had a team-high seven rebounds and 
added eight points for the Owls. Rice’s re-
cord fell to 4-5 on the season with three of 
those losses coming against ranked teams: 
Baylor University, Michigan State University 
and Colorado. 

The Owls return back home to face Tex-
as State University on Thursday, Dec. 5, at 
7 p.m. The Bobcats from San Marcos, Texas 
are part of the Sun Belt Conference and are 
coming into the game with an overall record 
of 1-5. Despite losing five games in a row, the 
Bobcats have been led by senior center, Ash-
ley Ezeh, who leads the team with 11 points 
per game. Rice will continue to look for 
Kuster who has recorded a nation-leading 
seven double doubles thus far in the season. 

The Thursday night game will be the 13th 
time the two teams face off. Rice leads the 
all-time series 9-3. The Owls defeated Texas 
State on the road last year 73-61. Kuster had 
19 points in that matchup while Rice man-
aged to hold Bobcats’ center Ezeh to only 
three points. Following this game, the Owls 
will be off for nearly two weeks until they 
host the University of Houston Dec. 20 at 7 
p.m. at Tudor Fieldhouse.

Jason Liu/Thresher
Junior guard Maya Adetula drives the ball during Tuesday night’s game against Sam Houston State 
University. The Owls return to the court this Thursday, Dec. 5, to face Texas State University.

Women lose at Colorado

by Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

The Rice University volleyball team’s sea-
son came to an abrupt end when it lost to sev-
enth-seeded University of Alabama, Birming-
ham in the first round of the Conference USA 
tournament Nov. 21. The Blazers swept Rice 
3-0. With the loss, the Owls finished the year 
at 11-19 overall and 7-8 in conference play. 

Head Coach Genny Volpe said UAB played 
a strong and confident game and that, while 
the Owls were in good form, they could not 
quite keep up with their opponent.

“UAB came out at the conference tourna-
ment with a really strong presence and ex-
ecuted their middle attack really well, which 
I think rattled our team,” Volpe said. “They 
had a more confident air about them, which 
was a bit surprising since we had won five 
out of the last six matches. I felt like we were 
in a good place and confident, but UAB dom-
inated that match from the start. They played 
great and fearless volleyball. We didn’t re-
spond until the third set, and by that time, it 
was a little too late.”   

Volpe said the team was disappointed with 
the results of this season. She said Rice had 
ambitious goals, and it was frustrating when 
these goals were not met. Volpe said Rice’s 
struggles were due to unfortunate injuries and 
a difficult schedule.

“Obviously, we are disappointed in how 
the season went for us, as we had high goals 
that were not reached,” Volpe said. “I do 
think we played a very tough schedule, and 
when you are missing some key players due 
to sickness and injury, that will not end well. 
When the results weren’t there, it affected our 
confidence.”

Volpe said the team is trying not to con-
centrate on failures of the past and is instead 
looking forward to next season. 

“We learned and grew as a team as time 
went on, and we will carry those [lessons] into 
the spring and next season,” Volpe said. 

Volpe said the Owls have youth on their side, 
and the players who are set to return next fall 
will be working hard throughout the spring.

“I think in general some of the high points 
of the season were the performances of our 
youth,” Volpe said. “Sara Blasier and Chelsey 
Harris [played major roles as] freshmen. They 
played key roles this year and led our team in 
many matches. Our future is bright, as we re-
turn several starters from this past season, and 
I can guarantee they will remember this season 
and be motivated this spring to improve.”  

Senior outside hitter Mariah Riddlesprigger 
said she wished for more wins her final season 
but sees the good that came from this team. 
She said the team was a close-knit group of 
people, and she enjoyed the season despite its 
disappointments.

“My senior season was filled with so many 
ups and downs,” Riddlesprigger said. “This 
team faced so much adversity from beginning 
to end, but I couldn’t have asked for a better 
season. This group of girls was such an amaz-
ing group, and they made this season [one] I 
will never forget.” 

Riddlesprigger said she has complete faith 
in the team’s ability to have a successful future.

“We are all excited about the future,” Rid-
dlesprigger said. “Even though I am done, I 
know these girls are going to bounce back and 
do amazing things next year. Everybody [had] 
better watch out because they are on a mission.”

Volpe said the team will miss Riddlesprigger 
and her three fellow seniors — setter Megan Mur-
phy, outside hitter Tyler Jenkins and right side hit-
ter Lindsay Daniel — that will graduate this year.

“I do want to thank our four seniors for all 
of their dedication over the years,” Volpe said. 
“They are wonderful young women and have 
influenced our program in so many ways.”

Volleyball ends season in first 
round of C-USA tournament
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Skye Wang/ThreSher
Hanzen Sophomore Veronica Riggs runs with the ball during a rugby match against Lamar University. The Owls went on to win the game and finished the 
season with a 2-2 record.

Houston Baptist University. The Huskies play 
in the Southland Conference and are current-
ly 2-5. So far this season, the Huskies have 
averaged 64.4 points per game, while their 
opponents have averaged 74.1 points against 
them. Sophomore guard Rob Lewis is the 
Huskies’ leading scorer, averaging 13 points 
per game off 40 percent shooting, while 
sophomore forward Cody Joyce is averaging 
9.7 points and four rebounds per game.

After playing against the Huskies on 
Wednesday, the Owls will play against 
the University of South Alabama at 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 7 at Tudor Fieldhouse. The 
game was rescheduled due to the recent an-
nouncement that the Conference USA Foot-
ball championship will be held at Rice on 
Saturday at 11 a.m.

0BBall
 from page 9

“This sounded cool to me because I felt like 
in other sports you had to learn the positions 
and then pick one you think you’re able to 
do well. In rugby, it’s the other way around. 

However you like to play, there’s probably a 
position just for you to do.”

While the women’s rugby team is still in the 
rebuilding process, it has been attracting wom-
en across campus who want to try a new sport 
and experience the camaraderie of a team. 
Applewhite said she hopes the team will grow 
enough to play with 15 players in the future.

“The No. 1 thing that it will take for the 
team to stay alive is recruiting,” Applewhite 
said. “Rugby is a tough sell for some people, 
and few are willing to come out and try it 
without encouragement. We were very lucky 
to have a lot of freshmen join the squad this 
year, and I hope the girls will continue that 
trend and [the team will grow] next year.”

0RugBy
 from page 9

CourTeSy ray BarBour/riCe aThleTiCS
Sophomore guard Max Guercy goes for 
a layup during Friday’s game against 
Rider University.

Join the team

Apply to become an    
assistant sports editor

All interested applicants 
should email thresher@
rice.edu with a statement 
of interest and a writing 
sample.
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SEX TAPE

wAnted
tutors Needed Immediately! Rice Alum hiring 
tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/High School 
Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Humanities. 
Reliable transportation required. Pay $20-40/
hr based on experience. Contact 832-428-8330 
and email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com 

teach for test Masters! Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted. Starting pay rate is 
$20 to $32 per hour. Flexible schedules. We 
provide all training, all training is paid, and 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to rice-
jobs@testmasters.com.

Seeking Rice student (s) for after-school 
childcare for 2 elementary school age boys.  
We need help with pick-up from school (Rice 
U area) & some transportation to activities. 
Mon-Friday 3 pm – 7 pm. $12-15/hr. Please 
contact 713-927-4193 if interested or ques-
tions.

rice prof framed for kinky triple homicide in 
Murder in the Molten Sea. Available now on 
Kindle and Nook for only 99 cent

High Fashion Home is looking for part-time 
and full-time cashiers for our store in Mid-
town and online customer service representa-
tives for highfashionhome.com. If you are en-
thusiastic, hard working and compassionate, 
posses great communication and problem-
solving skills, and enjoy a fast-paced working 

environment, please email your resume to ca-
reers@highfashionhome.com. 

Wanted: Undergraduate student (prefer-
ably female) to tutor one high school student 
for Math (Algebra/Calculus) for HL level course.  
Located at 4020 Swarthmore (near Weslayan and 
University).  2 or 3 evenings each week (7-9 PM).  
Fee negotiable.  Please contact Michael Altman 
MD.   Phone: 713-665-5038 (H); 713-628-2106(C).   
Please send resume to michael.a.altman@uth.

tmc.edumailto:michael.a.altman@uth.tmc.edu 
<http://uth.tmc.edu>

Math and Science tutors Wanted
Action Potential Learning has immediate 
need for math and science tutors. You choose 
your clients, where you tutor, and how often 
you tutor. Because we’ll consider you an ex-
pert you’ll receive top pay and great incen-
tives! Please apply online at www.aplearning.
com/about/careers

ADVertISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

cLASSIFIeDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or  credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBScrIPtIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

classifieds@rice.edu
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RiCEthResheR

What lies beyond those mysterious hedges? Higher educa-
tion? Lies? As a local investigative journalist for KPRC, I dared to 
find out. Standing on the corner of Main and Sunset, across the 
street from the university, I listened in on the “students” to find 
out what really happens at Rice University.

What I found while listening to a student/teacher interac-
tion will shock you. Warning: This content is not suitable for 
young readers. Strong language is used, and parental discre-
tion is advised.

“I didn’t do anything wrong,” an anonymous student 
pleaded. “I definitely put molality and not molarity.”

His distressed voice was echoed by students across  
campus:

“That interval was an augmented fourth, not a dimin-
ished fifth,” a disgruntled music major argued after an aural  
examination.

“McKinley was definitely the best president during World 
War I,” the voice trailed off as the student was silenced by the  
professor.

It didn’t end there. Later that afternoon, I heard a voice 
scream out in anguish.

“Why are you beating me?” the unidentified student yelled. 
“We’re so much better at beer pong than you, bro. She can 
barely even stand.”

The next day, my suspicions were still being confirmed. 
Blatant abuse was happening everywhere, and I was the only 
one listening. Around 11:51 a.m. Friday, a loud “Stop” ema-
nated from from what appeared to be the Herzstein building.  
But that stop was apparently not answered. The victim contin-
ued yelling “Stop” and “Put your pencils down,” but it appears as 
though no one was listening. The calculator beating was resound-
ing, and pencils were scratching loudly. “Time is up,” the voice 
pleaded, and a moment later, the voice was never heard again.

Apparently this university knows no limits. At a particularly 
violent event on Saturday, amid raucous applause, the words 
“We really fucked him up, didn’t we?” appeared to come from the 
face-masked vigilante Cody Bauer as he spoke with Phillip Gaines 
after taking down Tulane quarterback Nick Montana for a loss. 
My investigation revealed that a similar turf war will occur this 
Saturday at 11 a.m at Rice Stadium.

My investigation concluded Sunday night with a ghastly 
chorus. All around campus, victims everywhere could be 
heard yelling “Help!”

“Help,” one of the voices said, “Session starts at 9 p.m., but 
I haven’t even started the project.” 

To which another student responded, “These cantilevers 
are killing me.” 

My heart goes out to these CAAM 210 victims and their wea-
ry, listless night. Unfortunately, they were not alone.

“Help!” a female voice shrieked. “Can you help me take this 
stack of servery cups back?”

We will not sleep until I find out what’s really going on 
within those hedges. I will get to the bottom of this.

For further updates: 

The Backpage 
Rice Doesn’T WanT You To ReaD!

“I didn’t do  
anything wrong.”

“Why are you  
beating me?”

“Stop!”

“We really fucked him 
up, didn’t we?”

“Help!”

@krpcrobert

facebook.com/whereaBAincommunicationsfromUHgetsyou
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