
SPORTING EVENTS
For each Rice Athletics event: 3 photos maximum, 2 points per photo, 6 or 
more people per photo (total of 6 points and 18 different people per event)
Pep rally: 3 photos maximum, 5 points per photo, must have 6 people per 
photo (total of 15 points and 18 different people)

PHOTOS
For each item: 5 points per photo, only 1 photo per item
•	 50 students spelling out an “R”
•	 At least 10 students wearing this year’s college O-Week shirt
•	 10 students making an owl sign in front of the RMC owl statue
•	 At least one half of the college executive team in college-specific 

shirts in front of the “Mirror” statue by Herring Hall
•	 10 people in Rice shirts at College Row Tailgate with a sign that indi-

cates what college you are from
•	 10 students with college alumni for alumni event
•	 Film a video of Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson saying an 

appropriate cheer for your college
•	 15 students with the college crest
•	 15 students from your college wearing National Philanthropy Week 

shirts

HOMECOMING EVENTS
•	 Mr. Rice Pageant

1st place — 25 pts, 2nd place — 20 pts, 3rd place — 15 pts 
•	 A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Founder’s Court, Nov. 6, 7:30 p.m.)

Sign-in sheet, 15 people sign — 10 points 
•	 SpoCo event (Oct. 25, 7 p.m.)

Eight people in one photo — 10 points (only one photo total) 
•	 National Philanthropy Week trivia teams

Five points per team (that participate in the event). Max three teams.
•	 National Philanthropy Week trivia winner 

1st place — 15, 2nd place — 10 , 3rd place — 5 
•	 Attendance at Beats and Beer (Willy’s Pub, Nov. 7, 10 p.m. – 2 a.m.)

1st place — 10 , 2nd place — 5, 3rd place — 3 

SCHEDULE

by Jeremy Huang
For The Thresher

Rice students, faculty and staff will 
be able to celebrate the donors who sus-
tain the Rice experience during National 
Philanthropy Week happening the week 
of Nov. 11. Participants will be able to 
write thank-you notes to donors, receive 
free T-shirts and partake in a Rice trivia 
contest throughout the week sponsored 
by the Rice Annual Fund for Student 
Life and Learning, according to Annual 
Fund intern Anastasia Bolshakov.

“A lot of people don’t realize how 
important philanthropy is,” Bolsha-
kov, a Duncan College junior, said. 
“Philanthropy is what started Rice, 
with William Marsh’s gift. While our 
tuition is higher than is it has been in 
past years, it is still very low [in com-
parison] to other universities of our 
caliber. Philanthropy makes up some 
of that difference.”

According to Rice Annual Fund As-
sistant Director Erika Moul, the fund, 
which consists of donations from 
alumni, families, seniors and friends of 
Rice, is an essential resource for Rice.

“The Rice Annual Fund is the uni-
versity’s immediate-use fund, mean-
ing that every dollar donated to [the 
Annual Fund] in a fiscal year is spent 
in its entirety the following academic 
year on campus programs and mainte-
nance, research stipends, scholarships 
and more,” Moul said.

According to Moul, the Annual 
Fund goes not only toward students’ 
scholarships and coverage of educa-
tional costs, but also to their social and 
lifestyle resources such as residential 
college budgets, intramural sports, 
and the Barbara and David Gibbs Rec-
reation and Wellness Center.

“Full tuition covers less than half 
the cost of undergraduate attendance 
at Rice, and the Annual Fund is one of 

the sources of funding that covers the 
remainder of these costs,” Moul said.

According to Moul, participants in 
National Philanthropy Week will learn 
about the giving culture that the uni-
versity encompasses. 

“We hope that [participants] 
will see the importance of every gift 
of every size and its impact,” Moul 
said. “Not only in new structures and 
improvements to campus, but also 
through scholarship support and the 
influence of giving participation on 
rankings and the university’s receiv-
ing of substantial gifts from corpora-
tions and foundations.”

Moul said that by writing thank-
you notes, students will recognize 
people who contribute to the Annual 
Fund, as well as to other areas such as 
Leadership Rice, Rice 360 and the Al-
ternative Spring Break program.

“The hope is, by educating stu-
dents about philanthropy while they 

are on campus, that they will under-
stand its importance … and give back 
themselves, particularly as seniors and 
alumni,” Moul said.  

According to Bolshakov, one way 
for students to get involved in the phil-
anthropic community is to join the Rice 
Annual Fund Student Initiative. She 
said philanthropic endeavors come in 
more forms than cash donations.

“RAFSI has helped plan and orga-
nize events like the Senior Class Gift, 
NPW and Jar Wars,” Bolshakov said. 
“Most people think philanthropy only 
encompasses monetary gifts, but it 
also includes volunteering time and 
other resources.”

Bolshakov said it is never too early 
to donate or give to the funds that 
furnish the Rice student experience — 
even in small amounts.

“The more people who choose to 
give, the greater the collective impact 
will be,” Bolshakov said.

Building off the model set by Willy Week 
and last year’s Centennial Celebration, this year’s 

Homecoming will encompass an entire week of events. 
According to Student Association President Yoonjin Min, the SA hopes to 
establish a new tradition celebrating Rice spirit. Min said that while Willy Week 
focuses on the colleges, she hopes Homecoming Week will focus on Rice.

“During Beer Bike, all the colleges come together, but in a lot of ways 
they’re pitted against each other,” Min said. “It’s about college spirit that 
week. Everyone has their own theme, and everyone is essentially competing to 
be the best college. For Homecoming Week, it’s about Rice. It’s about everyone 
coming together and celebrating the great school that we’re at and all the great 
things that are happening at it.”

by Anita Alem
Thresher Staff

The James A. Baker III Institute 
for Public Policy will celebrate 
its 20th anniversary Nov. 8 with a 
private gala featuring former Presi-
dent George W. Bush, according to 
Ambassador Edward Djerejian, the 
institute’s founding director.

According to the Baker Insti-
tute website, the gala will honor 
Hushang Ansary with the James 
A. Baker III Prize for Excellence 
in Leadership, an award given to 
individuals who have gained in-
ternational recognition for their 
work in government, science or 
philanthropy. 

Ansary has been active in both 
the private and public sectors. A 
native of Iran, Ansary has served 
in cabinet positions there, includ-
ing as the minister of economy and 
minister of finance and economic 
affairs. He has also served as the 
ambassador to the United States. 
Ansary is also a founding member 
of the Baker Institute. 

The event will also celebrate 
the Baker Institute’s contribution 
to policy worldwide. According 
to a 2012 study by the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Think Tanks 
and Civil Societies Program, the 
Baker Institute ranks 13th among 
university-affiliated think tanks 
worldwide.

“At that event, we’ll be recog-
nizing all of our fellows and our 
scholars, as well as our student 
forums and student internship 
exchanges,” Djerejian said. “The 
overall goal of this event is to com-
memorate symbolically the 20th 
year of an institute that has arisen 
really from a very small operation.”

Djerejian, who served as a dip-
lomat in the United States govern-
ment for 32 years, said the Baker 
Institute has been highlighting its 
research over the course of 2013 
in order to commemorate the an-
niversary. He said the institute fo-
cuses on several areas of research, 
including international economics, 
energy, health policy, space policy 
and Middle East relations.

According to Djerejian, the Bak-
er Institute first opened its doors in 
1994, modeling itself after some of 
the best think tanks in the world. 
However, the founders focused on 
making the research relevant to 
Houston and Rice students; energy 
policy was chosen to be the first 
topic of research because the en-
ergy industry is integral not only to 
public policy, but also to Houston’s 
economy. The founders also incor-
porate space and health policy into 
the institute’s research because of 
the proximity of NASA and the Tex-
as Medical Center.

Djerejian said Rice students are 
an integral part of the institute, 

Private gala 
marks Baker 
Institute 20th 
anniversary

National Philanthropy Week to thank donors

Homecoming Week November 10-16

What a Crew!
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Not all who wander...

The Rice Crew team looks to 
recruit new members and 
compete in national regattas.

KTRU and Willy’s Pub host 
Fat Tony and The Aspiring 
Me in a free event on Nov. 7.

Benjamin Laun discusses the im-
portance of embracing chaos and 
uncertainty while at college.

see Ops p. 5 See A&E p. 7 see Sports p. 11

Beats and beer

SUNDAY 11/10 
College Kickoffs
Each college will host its own festivities to celebrate the start of Homecom-
ing Week. Times and locations depend on colleges. Serveries will be closed.

Monday 11/11
Mr. Rice Pageant
One representative from each college will compete in Rice’s annual male 
beauty pageant. The winner gets eternal glory. Grand Hall, RMC, 9 p.m.

Tuesday 11/12
RPC Presents: The Hunger Games
RPC hosts a special showing of The Hunger Games (2012) on the lawn at 
Founder’s Court. Attendees will be treated to a surprise giveaway. Founder’s 
Court, 9 p.m.

Wednesday 11/13
Pep Rally and Sammy’s Picnic
Students will gather in Founder’s Court to get pumped for Homecoming 
Week. Food will be provided. Serveries will be closed. Founder’s Court, 5 p.m.
Sports Trivia Night
Sports enthusiasts will have a chance to test their knowledge in a trivia 
competition at Willy’s Pub. Willy’s Pub, 10 p.m.

Thursday 11/14
National Philanthropy Week “Willy Rice to Mr. Rice: 101 years of Rice Trivia”
Test your knowledge of all things Rice in this competition, hosted by the newly 
crowned Mr. Rice. There will be free food. Grand Hall, RMC, 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Young Alumni Pub Night
All the recent grads are invited to a special pub night held in their honor. 
Willy’s Pub, 10 p.m. (21+ only).
Senior Ring Ceremony
Members of the Class of 2014 will receive their class rings.

Friday 11/15
College Block Parties
North Colleges will gather in the Jones College quad and grassy area 
outside West Servery. South Colleges will gather in the Baker College quad. 
Serveries will be closed. 4 – 7 p.m.

Saturday 11/16
Tailgate Owley and Rice Owls football
College Row is back — homecoming style. Each college will host a tailgate to 
rally before the big homecoming football game. West Lot, 4 p.m.
Rice vs. Louisiana Tech University. This will be the second-to-last home 
game of the season. Rice Stadium, 6 p.m. 
RPC Presents: Esperanza
Rice’s annual homecoming dance will take place in the Homecoming Tent 
outside Baker Hall. The theme this year is “A Night of Fire and Ice.” Tickets 
for the event are sold out. Homecoming Tent, 10 p.m.

0see BAKER, page 2
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and said he encourages them to engage in the 
discussions, forums and debates at the Baker 
Institute. According to Djerejian, the Jesse 
Jones Leadership Center Summer in D.C. Policy 
Research Internship Program offered by the in-
stitute is one of the most rewarding internships 
offered by Rice, allowing students to actively 
participate in the federal government.

“It’s difficult to create something new in any 
institutional structure in academia, and it takes 
a lot of reaching out, listening and forming pro-
ductive collaborations with faculty, students 
and administration,” Djerejian said. “We had 
a very, very [difficult] challenge: What were we 

going to do here at Rice in Houston to become 
a premier think tank? Our vision was a very 
high one: that we would be a bridge between 
the world of ideas and the world of action 
[by] bringing together scholars, statements 
and students.“

The celebration of the anniversary will con-
tinue Nov. 9 with the event Club Berlin. Accord-
ing to the Baker Institute Anniversary website, 
this event will honor James A. Baker III’s contri-
bution to the fall of the Berlin Wall, with honor-
ary event chairs Jenna Hager Bush and Henry 
Hager. The event will feature a more casual 
dress code of “Punk-Chic: Chaos to Cocktails,” 
and New York City-based DJ KISS. 

Tickets to the gala start at $1,500, and tick-
ets to Club Berlin cost $100. Both can be pur-
chased online.

0baker 
from page 1

NEWS IN BRIEF
  Course selection begins for spring 2014 semester

Students will have until Nov. 17 to submit 
their desired course selections for this spring 
semester to Esther, according to University 
Registrar David Tenney (Sid Richardson ‘87).

“An important thing to highlight … is the 
fact that some departments might be adding 
courses,” Tenney said. “I don’t see that as a 
bad thing. We are pleased to see new courses 
get added, [but] students will want to be aware 
that there might be some courses added late 
next week …. For that reason, we encourage 
students to regularly check the online sched-
ule and to update their Esther Course Registra-
tion Planner … up to its closing day.”

According to Tenney, the add/drop period 
will begin Nov. 11 at 7 a.m. and will be avail-
able for 15 minutes to each year’s matriculants, 
starting with 2010 and proceeding by year until 
2014. He said that, until 8 a.m., at which point 
all students can add, drop and wait-list cours-
es, students will need to enter a registration 
PIN, which is the last six digits of their student 
ID number, to access the system.

“There was a time discrepancy last spring,” 
Tenney said. “Behind the scenes, on the tech-
nical side, when loading PINs, there was an 
error made which allowed some students ... to 
register in the earlier 15-minute time slot. That 
was identified, and steps have been taken to 
ensure that this doesn’t happen again.”

Tenney said the 2014 spring semester 
course catalog is currently available on Esther 
or Schedule Planner, an unofficial application 
created by Rice professor in the practice of 
computer science Scott Cutler that can be ac-
cessed at scheduleplanner.rice.edu.

“Schedule Planner is not an officially sup-
ported Rice University application,” Tenney 
said. “[Cutler] has built a very nice graphical 
tool, and I know that its intuitive interface is 
deeply appreciated by the students. The struc-
ture and technology behind the tool is different 
from what is supported by Rice University and 
the Administrative Systems department, and 
for that reason there are no plans to integrate 
it into Esther.”

Baker 13 runners prepare to enter the Jones College Quad Oct. 31 during the annual          
Halloween Run, where they were met with water balloons and buckets of water.

dante zakhidov/thresher
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by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

Friends of late Rice University student Viv-
ian Guan, who died in a METRORail accident 
this summer, gathered to celebrate her 21st 
birthday as the “Lively Gathering of Warriors” 
in the Academic Quad Nov. 1.

McMurtry College junior Ellen Marsh said 
celebrating Guan’s birthday taught her Guan’s 
death does not have to mean the end of her life.

“I miss her, envision her, want to live up to 
her legacy, laugh at and with her, care about 
global issues and strive to grow even more as a 
person, all because of her, constantly,” Marsh 
said. “That’s what she means to me. She is in-
spiration, in the finest and most acute sense.”

Marsh said she organized the event along 
with Sid Richardson College junior Malaz Mo-
hammad, Martel College junior Yutian He and 
architectural design professional Rachel Gon-
zales of Ziegler Cooper Architects, where Guan 
interned over the summer.

The event organizers gave out envelopes 
containing cards with one of 21 tasks for a ran-
dom act of kindness, along with a quotation 

from Guan: “Live life shamelessly, mischie-
vously and infectiously awake.”

“There were exactly 21 acts of kindness, for 
her 21st birthday,” Marsh said. 

“It was truly awe-inspiring to see how 
open-minded many people were in receiving 
the little gifts we gave out today and how ea-
ger they all seemed to spread the acts of kind-
ness,” Marsh said.

According to Gonzales, Vivian’s name aptly 
described her; Vivian means “lively,” her Chi-
nese name Ziwei means “warrior” and her last 
name Guan means “gathering.”

“So [a] lively gathering of warriors is what 
we are, people that knew her and in her name 
do these acts of kindness,” Gonzales said. 
“People are more important than things, so 
all of these things have to do with people. 
Once you do [the act of kindness on the 
card], you have to share it with someone or 
pass it on to someone.

Marsh said Guan was one of her best friends 
and is with her everyday. 

“She can emanate across the way people 
treat each other with curiosity, depth, pa-
tience, kindness and love,” Marsh said.

Vivian Guan’s birthday 
inspires acts of kindness

Students gather in the Academic Quad for a memorial celebrating the birthday of Vivian 
Guan, who died in a METRORail accident this summer. Guan would have been 21 on Nov. 1.

NaNcy cheNg/thresher

by Jieya Wen
Thresher Staff

With an aim toward originality, the Rice 
University Design for America studio and the 
Rice Center for Engineering Leadership will 
project the movie Back to the Future on the 
“90” portion of the “45, 90, 180” sculpture at 
Nov. 8 at 8 p.m., according to Rice DFA co-
founder Sonia Garcia. 

“Outdoor movie showings have happened, 
but nothing ever happens in the Engineer-
ing Quad,” Garcia, a Duncan College senior, 
said. “DFA and RCEL are collaborating ... to do 
something fun for the students. We are going to 
have popcorn machines, hot chocolate, a small 
concession [stand] and blankets for students.”

According to Garcia, Rice DFA, founded in 
2013, is a new chapter of the DFA network that 
started at Northwestern University in 2009.

“We work to create local and social impact 
throughout the Rice and Houston community 
through the power of human-centered design,” 
Garcia said. “The movie night is just to help 

raise awareness and put on a fun event for 
the Rice community.”

According to Lovett College sophomore 
Amber Wang, a member of the Rice DFA’s mar-
keting and branding team, RCEL is providing 
funding for this event while DFA is respon-
sible for organizing and marketing.

“[DFA] brought this idea to RCEL,” Wang 
said. [RCEL was] actually thinking about do-
ing something similar, … so we decided to 
collaborate on this.

Wang said RCEL and DFA may continue to 
collaborate in the future, but no plans have 
been made yet.

“By collaborating with RCEL, we want to 
indicate that we are working on leadership 
and design,” Wang said. “But [DFA does] not 
want to give an impression that we are re-
stricted to engineering. We are very interdis-
ciplinary and open to all majors. Maybe in the 
future, when we are putting up another big 
event, we will collaborate with them again 
because they have been really supporting 
and helping us.”

Clubs to project Back to 
the Future on 90o sculpture

MEETING MINUTES
The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Nov. 4.

■■■ SA President Yoonjin Min announced that the Student Senate postponed its vote 
on a resolution proposing a guarantee of on-campus housing to first-year transfer 
students to next week in order to give students more time to discuss the resolution 
within their colleges.

■■■ SA Internal Vice President Nathan Liu gathered feedback on holding Senate meet-
ings in the residential colleges. Some students said holding meetings in the colleges 
would make them more accessible, but other students said they were concerned with 
the confusion that could arise from not having a consistent meeting place. Send any 
feedback to njl3@rice.edu.

■■■ Min announced that nominations for Homecoming King and Queen will be accepted 
until Friday, Nov. 8 at 11:59 p.m. The nomination form can be found at sa.rice.edu/
homecoming.

■■■ SA Parliamentarian Brian Baran said the Committee on Constitutional Revisions will 
present a draft of its proposed revisions to the portions of the SA constitution govern-
ing blanket tax organizations and the blanket tax review process at 7:30 p.m. Monday, 
Nov. 11 in Farnsworth Pavilion.

The SA will next meet Monday, Nov. 11 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 8 p.m. Min said the Sen-
ate is meeting an hour earlier than usual to avoid a scheduling conflict with Mr. Rice, 
which will take place at 9 p.m. in the Rice Memorial Center Grand Hall.

by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

In only 30 minutes, the attendees of the 
Oct. 29 Scientia colloquium gained insight 
into the ideas that have most powerfully in-
fluenced Rice professors. Students, faculty 
and staff were introduced to Rice University 
faculty members Erin Cech, Simon Fischer-
Baum, Guseka Heffes and Andrew Putnam and 
provided with an opportunity to appreciate the 
world in a different manner. 

According to Scientia Director Susan McIn-
tosh, Scientia is an annual lecture series founded 
in 1981 and aimed at showcasing Rice’s talents 
from a variety of perspectives.

Will Rice College junior Petra Constable said 
her favorite speaker was Cech, an assistant pro-
fessor of sociology, who spoke about the impor-
tance of culture in everyday life. Cech spoke about 
the power we give culture and the repercussions 
we voluntarily face if we break culture rules.

“Culture is a system of symbols and mean-
ings and practices shaped by laws and institu-
tions that help us make sense of our daily ex-
periences,” Cech said. “We follow [the rules it 
dictates] because it makes social situations less 
demanding …. If culture is real, it is real in its 
consequences.”

Fischer-Baum, an assistant professor of psy-
chology, said he wanted to find out how the brain 
works by detailing the differences between our 
perceptions of reality.

“Every individual is as individual as a snow-

flake,” Fischer-Baum said. “We all have six 
points. We all are made from the same stuff, but 
in the end, we are unique. We are all special …, 
and in order to understand how individuals dif-
fer, we need to find our similarities.”

Heffes, an assistant professor of Spanish and 
Portuguese, said irreverence between human cul-
ture is a key component of cultural innovation. 

“While many people, perhaps, would find 
[my condition] uneasy and even distressful, it 
gave me the great opportunity to look at the 
world from a different perspective,” Heffes said. 
“I found myself, furthermore, thriving from emer-
gence, since this geopolitical worldview allowed 
me to reflect on topics that otherwise I would 
have taken for granted.”

Putnam, an associate professor in mathemat-
ics, said he found his field fascinating because it 
was impossible to define. 

“Mathematics uses the notion of a proof: a se-
quence of logical arguments starting with some 
set of agreed-upon assumptions,” Putnam said. 
“But this is not always possible. In fact, there ex-
ist simple statements that resemble exercises in 
high school algebra which are empirically true 
but cannot be proven.”

Constable said she thought the Scientia col-
loquium was riveting because of its brevity. 

“I loved the Scientia lecture series because it 
provides interesting lectures on scientific ideas 
that I would have never thought about on my 
own,” Constable said. “It provides a glimpse of 
different disciplines that I would not have nor-
mally ever interacted with.”

Rice professors discuss 
inspirations at Scientia
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NEWS IN BRIEF
  Department of Materials Science and NanoEngineering forms

The Department of Materials Science 
and NanoEngineering was founded as a 
part of Rice’s George R. Brown School of En-
gineering on Monday, according to depart-
ment chair Pulickel Ajayan.

Ajayan said the new department will 
strengthen the relationship between the two 
distinct areas of study. 

“The founding of the Department of Ma-
terials Science and NanoEngineering is de-
signed to bring focus to these two strong dis-
ciplines spread across Rice campus through 
an academic unit that would develop core 
curriculum, student training programs 
[and] industry relations, and establish a 
platform for interdisciplinary research,” 
Ajayan said. “Undergraduate students 

should benefit from the new opportunities 
the department would bring through new 
educational resources, new avenues in 
the job market and internships, research 
opportunities and a new base to explore 
their interests in new focus areas in sci-
ence and engineering.”

According to its website, the department 
will include professors from the Department 
of Mechanical Engineering and Materials 
Science and will offer bachelor’s, master’s 
and doctorate degrees in materials science.

“The Department of Materials Science 
and NanoEngineering was officially created 
in November 2013 to bring together these 
faculty under one program and focus re-
search efforts,” the website states. 

Scott Appleby addresses solutions to religious conflict at the Boniuk Institute’s first public lec-
ture Nov. 4. Appleby said people should strive for tolerance based on respectful skepticism.

dante zakhidov/thresher

by Wesley Chou
Thresher Staff

The Boniuk Institute for the Study and Ad-
vancement of Religious Tolerance held its first 
public talk, “Religion and Violent Conflict: Be-
yond Tolerance, Toward Peacebuilding,” Nov. 
4  in McMurtry Auditorium. Scott Appleby, the 
Director of the Kroc Institute for International 
Peace Studies at the University of Notre Dame, 
spoke about long-term efforts to foster construc-
tive dialogue between religious communities.

Appleby, a professor of history, said scholars 
need to move beyond a passive tolerance, which 
may produce temporary peace but fails to ad-
dress deeper causes of conflict, and toward a 
“hard tolerance” based on respectful skepticism. 

“There is a soft and wishy-washy sort of tol-
erance which involves people who believe little 
and ask you to do the same so you can meet with 
each other with low risk,” Appleby said. “In criti-

cizing soft tolerance, I do not mean to dismiss it 
because in many ethnic conflicts, achieving any 
form of tolerance is a victory. But more important 
is a hard tolerance, which involves a minimal re-
spect for others and the benefit of the doubt that 
the other person has carefully considered their 
views and beliefs.” 

Director of the Boniuk Institute Elaine Eck-
lund said Appleby was chosen to speak due to 
Notre Dame’s strong program in peace studies 
and his ability to engage with the public.

“The Kroc Institute at Notre Dame is the best 
institute in terms of scholarship in peace stud-
ies, and [Appleby] is probably the world’s lead-
ing peace scholar,” Ecklund, the chair of the 
sociology department, said. “When we were 
trying to find a scholar who is a good speaker, 
communicates well with a broad audience and 
has also done cutting-edge work on eradicating 
religious violence and its conditions, he was 
our person.”

Appleby discusses peace, 
religion at Boniuk lecture

 
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Oct. 26 - Nov. 4.

Residential Colleges
Will Rice College
Wiess College

Other Buildings
BioScience Research Center
Rice Memorial Center
OEDK

Other Locations
1 Sunset Blvd.
IM Field Seven
South College Lot

Oct. 29
Oct. 29

Oct. 28
Oct. 30
Oct. 31

Oct. 29
Oct. 31
Oct. 31

Trespassing
Trespassing

Theft of bicycle
Trespassing
Theft of bicycle

Theft
Trespassing
Failure to stop and give 
information
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Dear President David Leebron and all other 
concerned parties,

I was recently informed that the Rice ad-
ministration is considering cutting the lin-
guistics graduate program. As a recent Rice 
University alumna, this news troubles me 
greatly. I graduated in 2011 with a bachelor’s 
degree in linguistics and cognitive science, and 
I wholeheartedly feel that my excellent educa-
tion with the Department of Linguistics was a 
large part of what made my experience at Rice 
a great one. The high-quality professors taught 
many of the most engaging classes I took at 
Rice — specific credit to associate professor 
of linguistics Robert Englebretson, one of the 
best teachers I have ever encountered. Many 
of the classes I took were either attended by or 
taught by graduate students, and I can say with 
confidence that my education would have been 
lacking without the valuable input and influ-
ence of those students. In addition to provid-
ing academic help, they were role models and 
mentors and encouraged me to continue pur-
suing my passion for language.

Additionally, my training in the linguistics 
department directly helped me gain accep-
tance into the increasingly competitive Peace 
Corps. At the moment, I teach high school Eng-
lish as a foreign language in a small village in 
rural Mozambique. I use the knowledge and 
skills I gained from studying linguistics on a 
daily basis — specifically, the knowledge of 
how to teach language, which I learned from 
linguistics department chair Michel Achard 
and associate professor of linguistics Suzanne 

Kemmer. In addition, I also employ daily the 
more general skills of critical thinking and rea-
soning that I learned as a student of linguistics 
at Rice. I hope to continue using these skills af-
ter my Peace Corps service as a member of the 
United States Foreign Service.

I have been an avid supporter of Rice as 
an alumna, encouraging many young college-
bound kids to apply to and attend Rice. My 
time at Rice was one of the happiest and most 
valuable in my life, due to many factors — aca-
demics, the residential college system, extra-
curricular activities, etc. Upon graduating, I 
wholeheartedly planned to donate to Rice an-
nually for the rest of my life in order to make an 
experience like mine possible for the new gen-
eration of undergraduates. However, over the 
past few years, I see many of those aspects of 
Rice that made my time so special disappear-
ing — first the sale of KTRU, and now the pos-
sible closure of my department of study.

This morning, I made a gift to Rice Univer-
sity, designating its use for the Department 
of Linguistics. If the Rice administration goes 
ahead with the closure of the linguistics gradu-
ate program — and eventually the linguistics 
department — you can be assured that this 
morning’s donation will be the last I ever make 
to Rice University.

Make the right decision.

Thank you,

Helen Shaw
Jones ’11

Spur on 
your school 

spirit during 
homecoming
Homecoming is just around the corner. 

Starting next Monday, the week will be flood-
ed with opportunities to show Rice spirit, 
mingle with alumni and dance until you drop 
in the Homecoming Tent. After the Centen-
nial Celebration, Rice Program Council ap-
pears to be trying to keep up the same level 
of excitement and participation this year. The 
Thresher would like to encourage students 
to help support the homecoming events 
throughout the week.

At most schools, homecoming is a cel-
ebration centralized around football. For the 
second year in a row, our football team is 
bowl-eligible and is in the perfect position to 
be a central part of our celebration. This year, 
students should make an effort to head out to 
the stadium and spur the team on to victory. 
We understand that the timing of the game 
is unfortunate — running so close to Esper-
anza will be a problem for those planning to 
primp before the event. No matter how long 
you can stay, come down to cheer on the team. 
Students often complain about the Rice com-
munity’s apathy toward sports, but the issue 
lies within the student body itself. This prob-
lem could easily be fixed if students simply 
showed up and showed enthusiastic support 
for their team. With the Owls on their way to a 
conference championship, there should be no 
reason to skip out on the homecoming game.

Yet another part of a quintessential home-
coming celebration is the dance. After last 
year’s Centennial-themed Esperanza, RPC 
has planned this party to ride the coattails of 
last year’s success, but this will only happen 
if people approach the event with the same 
anticipation as last year. Tickets have already 
sold out, but we urge people to embrace the 
night for whatever it is this year and enjoy 
what is going to be the beginning of anoth-
er great century at Rice. Esperanza will be 
on campus again in the Homecoming Tent, 
which means transportation should not be 
an issue for the majority of the student body. 
Facebook has been flooded with adorable 
proposals, so put on your party shoes and 
dance the night away. 

In addition to the fun, homecoming week 
is also a great time for networking. Young 
alumni will be in town, and there is no better 
way to get information about graduate school 
and different industries as well as a feel for 
which companies are looking for interns or 
new employees. There are few better resourc-
es than the network of Rice alumni for help-
ing you plan a future — whether in academia 
or industry. Make sure to rub some elbows 
and ask around while they are in town.

For some students, this homecoming will 
be the beginning of the end. The seniors will 
receive their Rice rings during Homecoming 
as part of a new event this year. The Rice Ring 
Celebration will be one of the first events se-
niors will have with the young alumni and 
will kick off the transition from student to 
alum. The Student Association has been 
working to improve Rice’s ring tradition over 
the past few years, and this new event will 
help commemorate students’ time at Rice.

We ask students to step it up this home-
coming and be active participants in the 
event-filled week that has been planned. 
Moreover, this week should not be the end 
of Rice spirit; our enthusiasm for Rice should 
continue throughout the school year. Stu-
dents should keep going to sporting events, 
getting involved in student activities and tak-
ing pride in Rice, even after the Homecoming 
Cup has been awarded. We will get out of our 
school what we put into it, so wear your blue 
and gray with pride.

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

Correction
In the Oct. 23 issue of the Thresher, a 

quote in the article entitled “Rice announc-
es new student center director” stated that 
Kate Abad is in charge of Leadership Rice. 
The Center for Civic Engagement runs Lead-
ership Rice. Kate Abad is in charge of Lead-
ership Summit. 

To The Editor:
Eliminating the Rice graduate program in lin-

guistics would be hugely detrimental to the un-
dergraduate experience and education because 
linguistics majors benefit greatly from personal 
interaction with graduate students. Their life 
experience yields valuable contributions to class 
discussions, augmenting what undergraduates 
take away from courses. Hardworking, friendly 
and helpful, they are exceptional role models 
and sources of information, especially for plan-
ning life beyond the hedges.

Some believe removing the graduate program 
would allow faculty to focus on undergraduates. 
To say that the graduate students currently dis-
tract linguistics faculty is plainly untrue. In fact, 
graduate students round out our education as we 
learn with and from them in and outside of class. 
The graduate students are an inextricable com-
ponent of the linguistics department’s extraordi-
narily supportive environment in which to learn 
and plan one’s future.

Furthermore, the fact that courses would 
no longer be designed for a larger and more ad-
vanced student body — not to mention the sud-
den dearth of teaching assistants forcing smaller 
class sizes — would vastly reduce the number and 
quality of courses available to the undergraduate 
population. The graduate students also maintain 
the departmental colloquium series, the Rice 
Linguistics Society and the biennial linguistics 
conference. The termination of the graduate pro-
gram would deprive undergraduates of valuable 
curricular and extracurricular opportunities.

Finally, the abrupt decline in value of our 
degrees is an unfair surprise to undergraduate 
linguistics majors working hard to earn a pres-
tigious degree. The way the administration has 
treated our department does little to inspire con-
fidence that the university has our best interests 
in mind.

Emily Remirez
Baker College junior

Letters to the Editor:

Here’s a Rice Confession for you:
I am a time-waster, a procrastinator, a slacker. 

I have been that way my whole life.
My average day consists of going to my class-

es, and I truly enjoy them, with the exception of 
only one. I then casually socialize at lunch, listen 
to a lot of music and browse the Internet for more 
time than is reasonable or necessary.

Does this sound familiar?
In theory, all — or most of us — are here at 

Rice because we have passions and dreams and 
ambitions and want to do something big, or at 
the very least, cram our heads full of information 
that we hope and pray will someday become rel-
evant. This mentality drives most people at Rice, 
but I have recently realized I do not think I am 
one of them. Once I realized this, I also had an-
other epiphany: I needed to change my major. 

For three semesters, I thought majoring in 
linguistics would work for me: It was not unbear-
ably boring, even though I did not have a burn-
ing passion for it. But sometimes when I talked 
to my fellow linguistics majors, I was amazed by 
how exciting they found speech pathology and 
learning languages for fun, and then I felt totally 
unqualified to talk to them. I just did not have the 
same passion for the material that they did. 

I feel like there are more students at Rice like 
me than some people realize. We perform, but 
maybe we do not excel. We are surviving, but 
maybe we are not thriving. We still have friends, 
hobbies,  dreams and ambitions. Even so, it is dif-
ficult to look around and see, pretend or other-
wise, a place where everybody we know already 
has in hand the script, the playbook and the 
strategy guide to life.

I watch people get riled up about classes and 
clubs and research and see them spend all of 
their time working, whether it is academic work 
or not. I regret being surrounded by so many peo-
ple, so many friends, who are here with futures in 

mind, while I meander about, trying to figure out 
what I want to do. I know I have an opportunity 
here that others would kill for. 

I do feel like part of my problem is a greater 
cultural problem. We have been promised nebu-
lous future happiness (read: money) ever since 
we aced our first tests and read our first chapter 
books. That is what it is like to be one of the smart 
kids, one of the elite. If we do well in school early, 
then we get promised the chance to attend more 
school, and then even more after that. The world 
seems to push us toward monetary success, or 
a dictated definition of our futures. I think it is 
more important that we push ourselves toward 
finding what makes us happy. In my mind, that 
happiness comes from success. 

For this reason, I decided to try switching my 
major to something I predict I will actually enjoy. 
I am walking down a path that I hope is the right 
one, but there is no way to tell. It is hard to admit 
in our culture of pretense, but I have decided that 
even though everyone else seems so put-togeth-
er, it has to be okay for me to admit I am aimless. 
I think I need to embrace chaos and uncertainty 
— admittedly at the cost of stability — to find my 
own success.

For those who feel the same way as me: I urge 
you to join me. Do not be afraid. Life is a journey 
and a process, and college is the absolute perfect 
place to take some time to figure things out. Just 
let the uncertainty be, and understand that oth-
ers feel the same way. 

Benjamin Laun  
is a Wiess College 
sophomore.

College life: jumped ship, now adrift, 
will another vessel pick me up?
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rocky horror 
returns

Not quite ready to let go of the 
Halloween spirit? Prepare for a 
midnight showing of cult clas-
sic The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show on Sat., Nov. 9. This Hol-
lywood horror spoof is sure to 
make you both disturbed and 
delighted. The screening will 
also feature a live shadow cast, 
the Royal Mystic Order of Cha-
os. Tickets cost $8 for students.  

River Oaks Theatre
2009 West Gray St.

rockyhorror.com

the 
WeekLy 

scene
The editors’ picks for this                  

week’s best events outside 
the hedges. Time to explore 

the wonderful world  
of Houston.

unusuaL  
cinema 

Interested in the more avant-
garde aspects of film? The 
fifth annual Houston Cinema 
Arts Festival will be hosting 
two prominent experimental 
filmmakers, Jonas Mekas and 
Barbara Hammer. Mekas will 
present Sleepless Nights Stories, 
a visual diary of chronic insom-
nia, Nov. 8 at 3 p.m. at the Cine-
ma 16 screening room. Hammer 
will present three of her more 
than 80 films, Lover Other, Maya 
Deren’s Sink and Portraits of 
Women Artists at Sundance Cin-
emas, Nov. 7 at 4 p.m. See web-
site for ticketing information.  

Various Locations around 
Houston

cinemaartssociety.org

iPoD BattLe
On Friday, Nov. 8, students from 
Rice and the University of Hous-
ton will go head-to-head in a war 
of musical collections. If you’re 
interested in seeing your fellow 
and rival students’ top picks for 
“That Pregame Song” or “Best 
Party Rocking Anthem,” then be 
a part of the event that uses crowd 
response as a means of selecting 
a winner. Doors open at 9 p.m., 
and the battle will commence at 
10. No cover charge.

Warehouse Live
813 Saint Emmanuel St.

redbullplayanddestroy.com

Thresher Staff

From Kanye West to Taylor Swift, Ar-
cade Fire to Daft Punk, it seems the stars 
are aligned and all the big names in music 
have clamored to put out a record in 2013. 
With so many established artists topping 
the charts, debut albums from new bands 
can easily be lost in the shuffle. But the 
anticipation surrounding the debut album 
from Glasgow-based trio Chvrches has 
the Internet eagerly awaiting what comes 
next in the great canon that is synthpop, 
a newer genre based around electronic 
instruments and around utilizing many 
synthesizers and keyboards that change 
and adapt daily. That is a lot of pressure 
for a band that has only ever released five 
songs, but luckily for us, The Bones Of 
What You Believe does not disappoint.

So what does Chvrches do different-
ly? Well, it is hard to say. The bombastic 
choruses of “Gun” and “By the Throat” 
embody the primal exuberance of Pas-
sion Pit. The bouncing keyboard riffs that 
rumble throughout “We Sink” and “Under 
the Tide” draw from electronic dance mu-
sic and house music. Perhaps its strongest 
calling card is the emotive, pleading, crys-
tal-clear voice of singer Lauren Mayberry.     

Mayberry’s voice is compelling. There 
is a hint of voice modulation, but nowhere 
near full-on auto-tune a la Daft Punk. Dur-
ing quiet verses, such as the soft, building 
“Tether,” she sings calmly and serenely, 
but when the songs break and the cho-
ruses drop, her voice swells with passion. 
Throughout the album, multi-instrumen-
talists Iain Cook and Martin Doherty suc-
cessfully match the mood and degree of 
urgency in Mayberry’s voice with the per-
fect back beats and synth riffs. 

This constant back-and-forth between 
the production and Mayberry’s voice 
drives Bones. But synthpop is nothing if 
not catchy and ridden with hooks, and on 
this front, Chvrches most definitely deliv-
ers. The high-pitched synth licks and shot-
gun drum beat make the chorus of “Gun” 
a high point, alongside the boy-girl back-
and-forth during “By the Throat” and the 
slow, anthemic piano ballad meets outer-
space tragedy on “You Caught the Light.”

While The Bones of What You Believe is 
not necessarily a game changer and does 
not push boundaries in the traditional 
sense, it certainly raises the bar for debut 
albums. That a band could 
produce a collection of such 
clean, catchy and insistent 
tracks on its first profes-
sional attempt is a rare 
feat, and it is in those 
details that Chvrches 

does every-
thing right. 

The Bones of What 
you Believe

 B+

by Megan Troxell
For the Thresher

Captured in the vision of the bard, this 
classical comedy captivates and thrills. Di-
rected by Christina Keefe, the director of the 
Rice Theatre Program, this production of 
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
comes to life in a masterful way. 

No details were overlooked in the cast’s 
convincing and engaging acting choices. Set 
in an Elizabethan-esque Athens, the play fol-
lows four lovers and their misadventures into 
the woods as they flee from parental nuptial 
pressures. The young, beautiful Hermia (Dun-
can College freshman Yena Han) and her two 
suitors, Lysander (Wiess College senior Ian L. 
Bott) and Demetrius (Lovett College sopho-
more Jake Hassell), wander into the mysteri-
ous fairy kingdom followed by Helena (Baker 
College sophomore Katherine Gunn), who is 
filled with unrequited love for Demetrius. 

The fairies are not without their own ro-
mantic issues; King Oberon (Hanszen College 
senior Michael Hollis) and his wife Queen 
Titania (Jones College senior Susannah M. 
Eig) are in the middle of a quarrel leading to 
a delightful amount of mischief, mostly at the 
hands of the sprightly Puck (McMurtry Col-
lege senior Daniel Burns).

Unfortunately, Monday night’s preview 
had to be moved into Hamman Hall from its 
intended location at Founder’s Court due to 
inclement weather. Despite viewing the show 
without its charming outdoor set, I felt no 
lack of rapture at the actors’ performance. 
Shakespeare can be a tough nut 
for modern actors to pull off — es-
pecially in a way that can avoid 
the tendency to speak the versed 
lines in a singsong manner. How-
ever, for the most part, the line 
delivery is natural and emotion-
ally charged. Eig and Hollis are 
excellent as the fairy royal couple, 
with Eig portraying a delightfully 

impassioned Titania and Hollis a refined, yet 
cunning, Oberon. 

With many an expertly executed cartwheel 
across the stage, Burns deserves special note 
for his graceful acrobatics in the role of the 
charmingly impish Puck. Of the four lovers, 
Hassell and Han show the greatest expres-
sions of emotion and the greatest character 
development in terms of physical and emo-
tional acting as the play progresses. Han dis-
plays especially good physical expressions of 
emotion, while Gunn excels in facial expres-
sions of emotion.  

A few particularly delightful scenes include 
the fairy lullaby and basically any scene with 
the mechanicals, but the most notable is the 
performance of the play within the play. The 
fairy lullaby is a beautiful original composi-
tion for this production of Dream. The music’s 
ethereal dissonance gives it a magical flavor. 
Wiess College freshman Ariana Morgan en-
chants with her angelic voice as the first fairy. 
Her beautiful soprano carries the melody and 
blends with the haunting harmonies. 

Only a few things detract from the magic 
of this moment: Occasionally, though inten-
tionally dissonant, the harmonies are a bit 
off, especially in the a capella ending notes. 
The dance routine also seems a bit too mini-
malistic at times, but this may be a result of 
performing without the intended outdoor set.

The mechanicals are as charmingly hilari-
ous as the fairies. Led 
by the fantastic Carter 
Spires (Jones ’13) as 
Bottom, the mechani-

cals put on a brilliant show. Each of the five 
other mechanicals (or players) execute excel-
lent comedic timing and are skilled physical 
actors. Spires steals the show, however, in his 
expert line delivery, in his fantastic facial and 
physical acting choices, and in his bottom-
less energy — his is a truly great performance.

Even without the aid of the elaborate set, 
this show well exceeded my expectations. The 
attention to detail paid by the cast and crew 
make it a joy to behold. The costumes capture 
the Elizabethan and Athenian crossover won-
derfully and reflect the nature of many of the 
characters in creative ways. 

Each member of Titania’s fairy gang each 
has a costume that in some way captures 
the character of his or her name. The cos-
tume piece of Bottom’s transformation, while 
clearly indicative of the transformation, does 
not obscure Spires’ facial expressions. Puck 
looks harmlessly mischievous in his tousled 
hair, horns and ragged clothes. Makeup is also 
expertly done, with the members of the fairy 
kingdom sporting magical colors and sparkles. 

At the time of writing, the forecast calls 
for thunderstorms on opening night this 
Wednesday, Nov. 6 at 7:30 p.m., but clear 
skies are expected for the rest of the show’s 
run. With such a wonderful experience of the 
show in its simple, barren state, I cannot wait 
to view it again and see how the magic will 
escalate with the addition of the naturalistic 

set and lights. Whether 
experienced indoors or 
out, this production is 
certainly a masterpiece.

A mischievous Puck (played by McMurtry College senior Daniel Burns) lurks over a sleeping Lysander (played by Wiess College senior Ian L. Bott) 
after a miscommunication between Oberon and Puck causes the king’s plan to go awry. 

Dance Days 
Dance the night away — or at 
least let the Houston Metropoli-
tan Dance Company do it for 
you. Watch An Evening of Works 
by Emerging and Established 
Choreographers, which will fea-
ture the premieres of the dance 
acts “Under your Skin” and “Af-
ter the Rain,” as well as a variety 
of other contemporary dance 
performances. Check out the 
shows Nov. 7 or Nov. 8 at 8 p.m. 
on both evenings. Ticket prices 
range from $10 to $45 and can be 
purchased online. 

Wortham Theater Center
501 Texas Ave.

houstonmetdance.org

by Benjamin Huber-Rodriguez

Midsummer Night’s Dream impresses without set

Geneva vest/thresher
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by Chloe Tula

For the Thresher

The Rice Philharmonics’ latest album, 
(Phil)osophy, was released last week in both 
CD and iTunes formats. This is the newest of 
the group’s numerous professionally recorded 
albums, following Epoch (2011), and it con-
sists of eight covers of popular songs.  

The Phils maintain the balance of do-
ing justice to the original songs while add-
ing new twists to the melodies showcased 
in each track. Although some of the tracks, 
such as “Lights” by Ellie Goulding and “Good 
Life” by OneRepublic, are well-known, the 
Phils’ tasteful use of counter-rhythm adds 
yet another dimension of creativity. I found 
new harmonies and appreciated the original 
songs more as I listened to this cover album; 
at first, I feared hearing pieces that would 
echo YouTube covers, but (Phil)osophy 
packs a pleasant surprise. The Phils master-
fully overcome the challenge of sounding too 
much like the original, yet never stray far 
from each song’s vibe.

The first track is a terrific cover of “The 
Cave” by Mumford and Sons; the tune is 
fresh, with supporting vocals that expose the 
group’s supreme ensemble abilities and dic-
tion. The leading vocals are reminiscent of 
Mumford and Sons lead singer Marcus Mum-
ford, but an original, textured voice takes the 
melody to a different level.

The selection of songs is a blend of bright 
and mellow, almost completely comprised 
of hits made famous in recent years. A con-
tagious sense of cheerfulness exudes from 
tracks like “Good Life” by OneRepublic. When 
an original like this can feel timeworn and 
cheesy, the dynamic array of colors from the 
group’s blended voices adds new meaning to 
old lyrics.

The soulful lines of “I Can’t Make You 
Love Me” by Bonnie Raitt share the sense of 
warmth that the Phils convey so well, and the 
cover even eclipses the original in emotional 
depth and range. 

At certain points, the covers feel a little 
more upbeat than the originals, such as the 
bluesy experience of “Die Alone” by Ingrid 
Michaelson, which goes up in pitch from the 
original key; this conveys a sense of merri-
ment that contrasts with the song’s bitter-
sweet theme of finding love before death. 

The Phils close the album with a cover of 
the Beatles’ “A Little Help From My Friends,” 
which incorporates a very soulful introduc-
tion with a creative take on the timeless clas-
sic. After a gentle transition from dramatic to 
exuberant, tight vocal percussion keeps the 
pulse going against smooth, new soprano 
harmonies. It is an excellent conclusion to 
this well-rounded album.

With its uplifting, optimistic tracks, the 
Phils’ terrific and talent-packed album is defi-
nitely worth listening to.

 This Week in Entertainment by Louis Lesser

courtesy Mercury records

Philharmonics album impresses

by Reed Thornburg
Thresher Editorial Staff

Houston-area rapper Fat Tony returns to 
Rice University Thursday, Nov. 7 for the sec-
ond “Beats and Beer” event of the year. This 
follow-up event to early October’s success-
ful twerk-filled KTRU event will feature an 
entirely different sector of the Houston rap 
scene represented by local favorite Fat Tony 
and exciting upstart The Aspiring Me.

The man behind Fat Tony is Anthony 
Obi, and he has been hard at work at the 
forefront of a youthful hip-hop scene in 
Houston since before his earliest mixtapes 
in 2008. His first true album came in the 
form of RABDARGAB, an album as noted for 
its impressive marketing strategy as for its 
quick-witted lyricism. The title references a 
Houston Independent School District youth 
program in the ’90s that incentivized recre-
ational book reading by paying students for 
completed book reports (“Read A Book, Do 
A Report, Get a Buck”). In conjunction with 
the album’s release, Obi introduced his own 
LISDARGAB, where listeners could submit a 
review of the album and post it to some form 
of social media in order to receive a dollar.

Living outside the established and hype-
driven contemporary rap scenes of Los An-
geles and New York City, Fat Tony gets his 
music heard by the power of his wit — an 
idea equally important for his music. His lat-
est release, “Smart Ass Black Boy,” has this 
characteristic balance of whimsy and per-
ception. On the excellent single “Hood Par-
ty,” which features former Das Racist mem-
ber Kool A.D., Fat Tony uses this titular party 
to talk about the ever-changing demograph-
ics of Houston: “Around my block I hear 
they’re building buildings with a lobby.”

Whereas other rappers across the coun-
try have turned to the screwed-sound of 
Houston for inspiration (see A$AP et al.) Fat 
Tony seems to descend from a different side 
of Houston rap — the side in which lyricism 
and storytelling tend to weigh more heavily 
than production. 

“I was born here, I was raised here, and 
I’ve lived here damn near my entire life,” Fat 
Tony said. “Houston music and Houston cul-
ture is embedded in me. I don’t have to put 
out a screwed-and-chopped record to prove 
that I’m from Houston.” 

Fat Tony’s version of Houston rap is de-
fined by smart hooks and clever songcraft, 
and it is the distinct product of his charis-
matic swagger. Perhaps the greatest achieve-
ment of “Smart Ass Black Boy” is just how 
entertaining Fat Tony makes his insightful 
rhymes. Foregrounded atop pleasant, bassy 
production from longtime collaborator Tom 
Cruz, Fat Tony works his lyrical directness to 
an all-around enjoyable and satisfying effect.

The other main act of Thursday’s event is 
rapper The Aspiring Me, the alias of 24-year-
old Houston native Andrew Davis. His first 
self-titled release came out last July, and the 
album boasts a blend of spacey, ambient pro-
duction and trap-influenced beats that back 
The Aspiring Me’s confident flow. He oscil-
lates between well-conceived aggression and 
cautious rhymes, both of which work toward 
his selling his compelling plan for Houston 
that he paints in detail throughout the album.

In addition to both rappers, the show 
will also feature a return appearance from 
DJs and twin brothers Siddiq and Jay Smith. 
With another excellent sampling of Hous-
ton’s productive rap culture, these two ap-
proachable and crowd-friendly acts offer an 
easy entrance into the local scene.

Chubby Antonio Interbiew

Thor - The Dark World 
 

The sequel to Thor, the 2011 film debut 
of the eponymous Marvel Comics hero, 
this movie marks the eighth film in The 
Avengers franchise. Chris Hemsworth 
(Rush) returns as hammer-wielding Norse-
man Thor, who has to fight an ancient race 
threatening his home universe of Asgard. 
Faced with a seemingly insurmountable 
enemy, Thor must work with his brother 
Loki (Tom Hiddleston, Midnight in Paris) to 
save his people and the people of Earth. 
PG-13. 111 minutes. Also in 3-D.

Batman: Arkham Origins 
 

Follow the original story of the Caped 
Crusader and explore the dark side of 
Gotham City in this third installment of 
the critically acclaimed Batman: Arkham 
series. The game play is similar to its pre-
decessors but also includes new gadgets, 
stealth combat features, customization 
abilities and the series’ first foray into on-
line multiplayer. Available for Xbox 360, 
PS3, Wii U, Nintendo 3DS and PC.

Man of Steel 
 

The most recent reboot of the Super-
man franchise stars Henry Cavill (Immor-
tals)  in a new take on the classic story. 
Despite mixed reviews, the film was suc-
cessful in the box office and inspired the 
production of a sequel featuring fellow 
DC Comics hero Batman. Director Zack 
Snyder’s film also stars Amy Adams (The 
Master) and Laurence Fishburne (CSI) in 
supporting roles. Bonus features include 
commentary and behind-the-scenes docu-
mentaries. Also available in 3-D.

ARTPOP 
Lady Gaga

The third studio album from the pop 
sensation is a musical departure from her 
previous effort, Born This Way (2011), tak-
ing a more artistic sound. The collection 
features collaborations, including ones 
with hip-hop artists such as T.I., Twista and 
Too Short, as well as with electro-house 
producers Madeon and Zedd. Preceded by 
lead singles “Applause” and “Do What U 
Want,” which have netted moderate suc-
cess, Gaga’s army of “monsters” should 
propel the album to high first-week sales.

VidEo GAmE Album

dVd and blu-RAY moViE

courtesy  streaMlinecourtesy  warner brotHers 

courtesy  walt disney studioscourtesy  warner brotHers pictures

Rapper Fat Tony to visit Willy’s 
Pub for “Beats and Beer” event

Rapper Fat Tony will perform at Willy’s Pub Thursday, Nov. 7 as part of “beats and beer,” 
a series of KTRu-sponsored events which feature Houston-area rappers. Fat Tony will be 
joined by The Aspiring me.

courtesy fat tony
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Aida opera dazzles with theatrics, 
disappoints with overwhelming set

by Miles Kruppa
Thresher Editorial Staff

The Houston Grand 
Opera opens its season 
with an old standby 
and a true operatic 
heavyweight: Giuseppe 

Verdi’s Aida. The HGO 
throws everything it has at 

this production: acclaimed 
American mezzo-soprano Do-

lora Zajick; a vibrantly colored and elaborate 
set; and the surprise appearance of a large, blue 
elephant prop on stage. As a celebration of Ver-
di’s 200th birthday, the production, held at the 
Wortham Center, is a spectacle that dazzles despite  
its missteps.

Aida tells the story of the king of Ethiopia’s 
daughter Aida, who has been enslaved by Amneris, 
the Egyptian king’s daughter. Aida and Radames, 
a captain of the Egyptian guard, find themselves 
entangled in an illicit love affair that is further 
complicated by Radames’ appointment to com-
mand the army against an Ethiopian invasion and 
by Amneris’ unreciprocated love for Radames.At its 
core, Aida touches on universal yet deeply personal 
dilemmas, most notably that of loyalty in the face 
of great personal demands. As Radames begins to 
realize the depth of his love for Aida, his mind wan-
ders to fleeing the country he just fought for. When 
the Egyptian king brings him to trial on various 
counts of deception and revelation of Egyptian se-
crets, Radames refuses to speak on his own behalf 
because he would rather die than live without Aida. 
In the HGO’s staging, which shields the trial behind 
a large, backlit, grated screen, the negative space of 
Radames’ silence creates a feeling of emptiness and 
detachment for an audience accustomed to Aida 
and Radames’ soaring voices filling the room. It 
stands as one of the most powerful and understated 
scenes in a production full of captivating moments.

In the love triangle of Radames, Amneris and 
Aida, it is Amneris’ character who faces the largest 
internal struggles and experiences the most growth. 
Voiced by Zajick, arguably the best Verdian mezzo-
soprano voice in the world, Amneris’ internal con-

flict finds a voice capable of expressing shrill jealou-
sy and desperate longing. As Amneris understands 
the consequences Radames faces after she tells the 
Egyptian king of his plans to run away from Egypt 
on a road unattended by the Egyptian army, Zajick 
creates emotional gravity that transcends the stage. 
Amneris, like the audience, witnesses Radames’ 
trial behind a gate. Zajick’s confident rendering con-
veys Radames’ jealousy and regret effectively in this 
moment of weakness. Taken with her performance 
in the HGO’s production of Verdi’s Il Trovatore dur-
ing the 2012-13 season, Zajick demonstrates she has 
command over any Verdi mezzo-soprano role she 
plays. Her performance is alone worth the price of  
admission. 

In the roles of Aida and Radames, respectively, 
Ukrainian soprano Liudmyla Monastryska and Ital-
ian tenor Riccardo Massi express an intimate love 
through their clear, buoyant voices. Though Monas-
tryska’s voice sometimes falters in lower registers, 
she shines brightly in “O patria mia” as she awaits 
Radames on the eve of his marriage to Amneris. In 
the final act, their beautifully sung collective in-
vocation of the god Ptah as the set closes around 
them ends the opera on a remarkably sad and  
beautiful note.

Productions of Aida often suffer from overly 
elaborate sets and costumes. Unfortunately, the 
HGO indulges in that trend. The set, a vision of 
Egypt imagined in a Seuss-like, almost-neon spec-
trum of color, removes much of the gravity of the 
production. The music in Act II, in which Radames 
is given a hero’s send-off to war, stands alone as a 
bombastic expression in itself, yet the HGO’s pro-
duction pushes it over the edge with a bright blue 
elephant that clutters the stage. Still, the HGO’s 
staging shines brightly during Radames’ trial and 
death, both moments devoid of  the type of cluttered 
setting that overwhelms the rest of the production.

There is no excuse to stay on campus while an 
opera as moving as Aida is showing. Aida conveys 
love, anger and sadness in a way no other form of 
entertainment can. Take a date, take a friend, take 
a parent or even go alone. Opera is something that 
everybody can — and deserves to — appreciate. Op-
eras like Aida make Houston the great arts city it is, 
and that can be appreciated by anybody.

Moving Trucks

Rice Students, Need More Space?

GET STORAGE NEAR WEST U

Our modern properties take 
storage to a new level of design 
and amenities with features that 
include enhanced security and  
one-stop shopping.

Additional amenities include:
•	 Month-to-month contracts
•	 Complementary use of conference room
•	 Alarms on every unit door, monitored by a third party
•	 Covered loading/unloading zone with three convenient freight elevators

Moving & Shipping Supplies

MEDICAL CENTER ~ WEST UNIVERSITY
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Medical Center | West University

Rice students, faculty, and staff,  
Like Us or Follow Us to receive additional savings!

Rent online at  
AmazingSpaces.net

281.378.4352

Get 10% Off Boxes  
through November!*

*Restrictions apply.

*Restrictions apply.
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Volleyball on 
the rise after two 
wins in Florida

by Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

Rice University women’s volleyball swept 
the weekend, beating both Florida Atlantic 
University 3-1 and Florida International Uni-
versity 3-1 to give the team a two-game win-
ning streak. The team will have a chance to 
continue its success this Thursday, Nov. 7, 
against Houston Baptist University. Rice will 
then play Tulane University in a conference 
game at home this Sunday.

Head Coach Genny Volpe said the team is 
satisfied with its victories over Florida Atlan-
tic and FIU.  She said the games were diffi-
cult, but Rice came out on top.

“We are really pleased with the team’s per-
formance this weekend,” Volpe said. “It is not 
easy to win on the road, and those are two pret-
ty tough teams to play on their home courts.”

Volpe said the team won by playing with 
a consistent style. While the team has strug-
gled in the past with maintaining a lead, 
Volpe said the Owls have recently avoided 
sacrificing points and have been able to win 
crucial sets.

“I think one of the key reasons that we 
won both of those matches was that in tight 
situations, we played steady and smart vol-
leyball,” Volpe said. “We didn’t give them 
points … there were times that the opposi-
tion could have pushed us to five sets, but we 
either held onto our lead or fought back and 
won a key set. This was very important.”

The team’s strategy for the rest of the sea-
son is simple. Senior outside hitter Mariah 
Riddlesprigger said Rice will work on its play 
this weekend in preparation to do well in the 
conference tournament.

“This week in practice, we are going to 
focus on our side of the net and [on] im-
proving our game for the conference tour-
nament,” Riddlesprigger said.

Riddlesprigger said the team aims to 
win the conference tournament. Their cur-
rent record in conference play is 5-6. If Rice 
manages to win the three remaining con-
ference games, the Owls will be in a solid 
position as they enter the tournament. Rid-
dlesprigger said the team is utterly com-
mitted to getting itself in that position.

 “At this point, our focus is on winning 
the conference tournament,” Riddlesprig-
ger said. “There is no looking back, and our 
complete focus is putting us in the best po-
sition to win the conference tournament.”

Volpe said the team is confident in its 
ability to win its remaining games. She 
said the Owls just need to continue to play 
consistent volleyball. 

“We know that we can beat anybody 
that we play from here on out,” Volpe said. 
“It’s just a matter of execution on our side 
of the net … and [of] staying strong and 
healthy.”

 It took the team a bit of time to reach 
this winning streak, but Volpe said its mo-
mentum is here to stay. Volpe said Rice’s 
recent wins indicate that the team has at 
last managed to decrease mistakes in close 
games and capitalize on leads by finishing 
sets strong. Volpe said now that the Owls 
have reached this level of play, the team 
aims to continue the winning streak.

“Our goal is to keep gaining momentum 
through solid play,” Volpe said.

Qixuan Huang/THresHer
Sophomore forward Lauren Hughes goes up for a header against Marshall University Monday night in a Conference USA tournament game at the 
Rice Soccer Stadium. The Owls lost 3-1, ending their season. Hughes was tied for the team lead this season with nine goals along with sophomore 
forward Holly Hargreaves. Hughes also added eight assists. Most of the Owls will return for next season; only senior defender Hayley Williams, senior 
defender Alexandra Trenary and senior defender Kasey McKenney are leaving. Rice finished the season with seven wins, eight losses and three ties.

I think one of the key rea-
sons that we won both of 
those matches was that in 
tight situations, we played 
steady and smart volleyball.

Genny Volpe
Head Coach

3-1 loss to Marshall ends season
by Luke Samora

Thresher Staff

Even after the Rice Owls soccer team defeat-
ed Louisiana Tech University 3-0 last Thursday, 
Oct. 31, winning a spot in the Conference USA 
tournament, the Owls’ season came to an end 
Monday with a 3-1 loss to Marshall University in 
the first round of the tournament.

The Owls played on the road Thursday, 
beating Louisiana Tech in Ruston, La. to secure 
a spot in the C-USA tournament. Junior goal-
keeper Amy Czyz’s two saves contributed to the 
defensive shutout. Sophomore forwards Lauren 
Hughes and Holly Hargreaves and freshman 
midfielder Bella Hernandez each scored goals 
to clinch the win.

Redshirt junior forward Jessica Howard said 
that while the team had one of its most domi-
nating performances, the Owls still showed 
some weaknesses.

“I think as a team this was one of our stron-
gest performances, but there were still break-
downs on defense in between periods when 
we got tired,” Howard said. “We had a few 
close scares in the first half, when they had the 
majority of possession for several minutes at a 
time, and we need[ed] to be able to disrupt that 
right away.”

However, the team’s season was cut short 
when it lost its Monday, Nov. 4 game 3-1 to 
Marshall. In the first half, Marshall dominated 
both 0n offense and on defense with 11 shots 
on goal in comparison to Rice’s three. The Owls 

increased their shots on goal in the second half 
to 10, and Hargreaves scored off an assist from 
junior Quinny Truong in the 61st minute. But 
Marshall scored two goals late in the second 
half, eliminating the Owls from the conference 
tournament.

Head Coach Nicky Adams noted the senti-
mental value of this game for the team, espe-
cially for the seniors. However, Adams also said 
the team is ready to work toward improvement 
for next season.

“This program has gone through some ups 
and downs this season, and I wanted to win it 
really bad for them,” Adams said. “But we’re 
going to get better this offseason. We’ve got a 
lot to work on, and we already have some great 
ideas for the spring.”
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C-USA CroSS CoUntry Meet

1. Anthony Rotich, UTEP 24:31

2. Chris O’Hare, Tulsa 24:50

3. Cosmas Boit, UTEP 24:53

Top Men Finishers (8 km)

10. Will Firth, Rice 25:33 **

17. John Cavallo, Rice 26:01 ***

19. Harry Sagel, Rice 26:11 ***

25. Meron Fessahaie, Rice 26:21

26. Adam Davidson, Rice 26:21

49. William Roberts, Rice 27:03

57. Travis Roberts, Rice 27:16

70. Aneesh Sampath, Rice 27:44

72. Tony Urbanelli, Rice 27:53

Rice Men Finishers

1. Tulsa 26 points 2. North Texas 63 3. Rice 
97 4. UTEP 98 5. Middle Tennessee State 
155 6. Charlotte 174 7. UTSA 201 8. Louisi-
ana Tech 210 9. East Carolina 228 10. Mar-
shall 258 11. Florida International 313 12. 
Florida Atlantic 349 13. Tulane 356

Men’s Team Scores

1. Elinor Kirk, UAB 17:09

2. Cali Roper, Rice 17:19 *†

3. Josephine Adams, North Texas 17:22

Top Women Finishers (5 km)

35. Heather Olson, Rice 18:29

39. Allie Schaich, Rice 18:38

57. Kathleen Abadie, Rice 19:12

58. Laura Michel, Rice 19:13

68. Christina Wassef, Rice 19:26

72. Hannah Kay, Rice 19:31

97. Meredith Gamble, Rice 20:41

Rice Women Finishers

1. UTSA 67 1. Tulsa 67 3. North Texas 105 
4. East Carolina 152 5. Charlotte 155 6. 
Southern Miss 158 7. Middle Tennessee 
163 8. UAB 186 9. Rice 189 10. Florida At-
lantic 221 11. Tulane 338 12. Marshall 379 
13. Florida International 388 14. UTEP 400 
15. Louisiana Tech 491

Women’s Team Scores

*All-Conference First Team **Second Team ***Third Team † Freshman of the meet
Courtesy Mike roper

Freshman Cali Roper completes her first season running for Rice, finishing second in the C-USA meet.

SPORTS
THRESHER

join the team - write for us
thresher-sports@rice.edu

Nov.  2 at  UNT
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by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

While most students are familiar with the 
football, basketball, volleyball and soccer 
teams, there is another little-known sports team 
trying to make a name for itself at Rice. The 
crew club team meets every morning, either in 
Clear Lake to practice in the water or in the back 
of Tudor Fieldhouse to practice on land. This 
small but dedicated team is making an effort to 
announce its presence not only to other univer-
sities, but also to its own student population.

The team recently participated in the Pump-
kinHead Regatta Oct. 26 in Austin, where it 
faced crew teams from prestigious athletic pro-
grams such as Louisiana State University, Tex-
as A&M University and the University of Texas, 
Austin. The best result came from the mixed 
open four team of Duncan College freshman 
Sam Shadwell, Duncan College seniors John 
Draper and Becca Hamm Conard, and Wiess 
College senior Shannon Cheng. The team fin-
ished fourth out of nine boats with a time of 22 
minutes and 9.9 seconds.

Rice Crew President Alex Reis said he is 
trying to revamp the program to recruit more 
rowers so that the team can compete in more 
national regattas. Currently, the team has 25 
members, but Reis, a Duncan senior, said 40 
members would make Rice more competitive 
with other schools. Reis said the team reached 
its peak in the ‘90s before its recent decline, but 
he said he is now determined to bring the team 
back with the addition of two new coaches.

 “For the last decade, it’s been kind of OK, 
and the leadership has not been that commit-
ted to the club, so we started this year kicking it 
back into gear,” Reis said. “We brought on two 
coaches, [Michael Matson] and [David Alviar] 
and it’s been fun.”

 Duncan sophomore Michael Williams-Hart 
said that since the team rows off campus, it 
has thought of fun ways to make its presence 
known on campus, including having fun com-
petitions for students outside of the Barbara 
and David Gibbs Recreation and Wellness Cen-
ter. He said these events need to continue in the 
future to get more rowers.

 “This year, we have been starting to do ses-
sions outside the Rec called ‘Learn to Row,’ 
where we bring our erg machines from Tudor 
to outside the Rec, and we kind of present a 
challenge to people where we … teach them the 
stroke,” Reis said. “We give them a T-shirt for 
the best 500-meter time. We’ve also been plan-
ning to have more recruiting in the future.”

Conard said buying crew gear to wear 
around campus helps with recognition. She 
said people were unaware of Rice’s crew team 
until they saw her various shirts and jackets.

“Having the apparel helps a lot, especially 
wearing the jackets,” Conard said. “A lot of 
people don’t realize we have a crew team until 
they see the shirts.”

Reis said having a crew team is expensive. 
He said bringing in money is important so the 
team can afford to buy boats to practice and 
race with, among other important items.

“There are other factors, too, financial 
stuff,” Reis said. “Currently, we have [only] 
so many boats that we own. We would like 
to expand, but a [boat] costs $50,000. That is 
a lot [of money], so we [only] have a couple 
of those.”

Conard said that even though more steps 
need to be taken, the transition in the past 
couple of years has been incredible. She said 
she is proud of the progress and hopes it can 
continue after she graduates.

“Going into the last year, we want to re-
build the team so [we can] see the transition 
from last year to this year continue,” Conard 
said.  “[Reis has] put a ton of work in, and it’s 
incredible, and we have so many people com-
mitted now that we did not last year.”

Shadwell said he hopes to see the team 
compete in major regattas in the future. He 
said he wants to go to events that many major 

schools compete in, which he said would pro-
vide experience for the team.

 “I’d really just like to get a sizable team 
so that we could go out of state for regattas,” 
Shadwell said. “If not the Head of the Charles, 
which is significantly more difficult, then [we 
could go to] the Head of the Hooch, the second-
largest regatta in the country.”

Reis said he is making such an effort so that 
the team can be better down the line. He said 
he wants to raise money from alumni to fund 
the club’s development in the years to come.

“I’d love to come back to Rice [in 10 years] 
and see the change and see the development,” 
Reis said. “One of the things I am working on 
right now is alumni networking and getting 
alumni coordinated so that they are giving 
back donations. I’d love to be able to come back 
to the team and see them be successful and do-
nate back.”    

Crew team strives to compete in national regattas

Women’s       
volleyball

at Houston Baptist University            
7 p.m.     
Sharp Gym

Rice takes a break from confer-
ence play to host Houston Baptist in 
a Thursday evening contest.

7

Sports Calendar
games this week

Men’s 
Basketball

vs. Southeastern Louisiana University  
7 p.m.      
Tudor Fieldhouse

The men play Southeastern Loui-
siana at home before travelling to 
play Texas A&M  Friday night.

Women’s    
Volleyball 

vs. Tulane University    
1 p.m.     
Tudor Fieldhouse

The women’s volleyball team faces 
the Green Wave, hoping to add to its 
two-game conference winning streak.

8

Women’s
Basketball

vs. Texas Southern University 
7 p.m. 
Tudor Fieldhouse

The women’s home opener against 
the Tigers at Tudor Fieldhouse will be 
followed by a two-game road trip to 
Lake Charles, La. and Waco.

Men’s 
Basketball

vs. University of St. Thomas
2 p.m. 
Tudor Fieldhouse

The men’s basketball team starts 
off its season at home against the Celts. 
The Owls will seek to avenge their 72-
59 loss last year at home to St. Thomas.

9 10

11 12

Women’s     
Basketball

at Prairie View A&M University  
7 p.m.                 
Prairie View

The women open up their season 
against the Panthers. The team is cap-
tained by senior forward Jessica Kuster.

Courtesy riCe Crew
The eight men’s novice boat gets ready to row out at the PumpkinHead Regatta in Austin. The men’s  team finished in ninth place out of 12 boats.
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WANTED
Tutors Needed Immediately! Rice Alum hiring 
tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/High School 
Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Humanities. 
Reliable transportation required. Pay $20-40/
hr based on experience. Contact 832-428-8330 
and email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com 

Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted. Starting pay rate is 
$20 to $32 per hour. Flexible schedules. We 
provide all training, all training is paid, and 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to rice-
jobs@testmasters.com.

Help Wanted! Office/Clerical PT Clerical Per-
son needed from 11:00AM To 3:00PM Monday-
Friday, $900.00 weekly. Computer skills are a 

must. Need to be detail oriented, possess good 
customer service skills,  some cash & items 
handling skills, Must be able to do errand.  
Apply @ Bernard  Linkahead, Email: rochel-
lemcmorres466@gmail.com

Rice prof framed for kinky triple homicide in 
Murder in the Molten Sea. Available now on 
Kindle and Nook for only 99 cents!

LOOKING for a part time personal assistant, 
which I’m going to be paying $600 each week. 
If interested, contact (kristanbrown111@
gmail.com) asap.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

The Backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For comments or questions, please email ajw3@rice.edu or purple@rice.edu. 

Homecoming Cup 
The Final Chapter

From the people who brought you 
classics like the President’s Cup 
and the Centennial Cup comes 

the epic final installment in the point-
based-incentive-programs-intended-to-
encourage-school-spirit trilogy. Present-
ing Homecoming Cup: The Final Chapter.

This time around, nothing is the same. 
The stakes are high, and it will all come 
down to an assortment of made-up tasks 
with points that don’t matter, like a fresh-
man opinion article, a NOD handjob, the 
drinking age or the Student Association 
presidential election. 

In this epic conclusion, students will 
be attending sporting events — not un-
der the pretense of supporting student 
athletes, but rather with the goal of tak-
ing a photo with six people in it in order 
to earn two completely valueless points 
per photo.

The battle for Rice is heated as ever. 
Current standings in the Final Chap-
ter competition include a seven-way 
tie for the top spot between districts 
Baker, Duncan, Hanszen, Lovett, Mc-
Murtry, Will Rice and Sid Richardson, 
all with zero points. District Wiess was 

tricked out of the winning position by 
scoring two points by taking a photo at 
the women’s soccer match against Old 
Dominion. District Brown is mistakenly 
attempting to score points but is fail-
ing at failing with 22 points. Jones has 
nearly hit complete rock bottom, scor-
ing 47 points.

District Jones still believes it is “win-
ning [again],” unable to recognize its 
efforts are in vain. The poorest district 
in Rice nation, Jones has substandard 
housing accommodations, and its bike 
team is inferior.

Per annual tradition, each district will 
send brave representatives to compete 
in the deadly Hunger Games of Sammy’s 
Picnic. This year’s events include “din-
ner,” “survival” and “getting a beer as an 
of-age person without an Owl sticker.”

How will it all end? Were you really 
at the event if you didn’t take a picture 
with five other people? Why is our home-
coming themed? Has Jones ever actually 
won? Do you have anything better to do 
next Saturday at 6 p.m. than get drunk 
and yell obscenities at Louisiana Tech 
while we destroy them?

1 1 . 1 0 . 1 3



the Rice ThresherWednesday, November 6, 2013 B1BASKETBALL PREVIEW

by Dan Elledge
sports editor

The Rice University men’s basketball team is 
ready to kick-start the season and will host the 
University of St. Thomas at 2 p.m. this Saturday 
in Tudor Fieldhouse.

 Freshman shooting guard Marcus Jackson 
said he could hardly contain his excitement and 
is more than ready to put on his sneakers for the 
first time in his college career. 

 “I’m pretty excited,” Jackson said. “I just 
pretty much want the season to be here now. 
It’s getting so close, I can feel it. I just want 
it to be here.”

The Owls are coming off a rough 5-26 cam-
paign last year, including a 1-15 record in con-
ference play. One of Conference USA’s players to 
watch, sophomore point guard Max Guercy, said 
that as painful as last year’s experience was, he 
feels it was a necessary learning period for the 
team and that the Owls will be better for it.

 “Last year was definitely a learning expe-
rience,” Guercy said. “We definitely had our 
downs during the season. I believe [in] the 
returners; we are not going to throw away the 
past, and we are going to use it as motivation 
coming into this year. We definitely know what 
the feeling was like on the other side and we 
want to bring some wins to the program and 
start a winning tradition.”

Jackson said this year’s team will be differ-
ent because of the added depth from the incom-
ing freshman class. Jackson said the additional 
talent will go a long way in helping the Owls 
succeed this year.

“For one, we were a lot bigger than we were 
last year,” Jackson said. “[Last year’s team] did 
not really have any depth, and they got tired in 
a lot of games, so they kind of faded out in the 
end just [because] of depth. I think this year, 
with seven freshmen and also [redshirt fresh-
man guard Nizar Kapic], we have a lot of depth 
at each position.”

Guercy said despite the team’s struggles 
last year, this year’s squad is talented. He is 
confident the Owls can do something special 
and possibly end Rice’s 43-year NCAA tourna-
ment drought.

“First, my goal and most of the guys’ [goal] 
is that we want to make it to the NCAA tour-
nament,” Guercy said. “That’s always going to 
be a goal of our program. I believe we have the 
pieces to do it this year along with the incom-
ing freshmen.”

While not as far-reaching as Guercy, Braun 
said he expects the team to improve in multiple 
categories and to be a factor in conference play.

“We want to get back to [improving and 
making] sure our team is getting better game 
to game and day to day,” Braun said. “We want 
to be competitive in our new league. Although 
Memphis is out and certainly that’s a loss to our 
conference, the other teams coming into the 
conference are a gain because they are bringing 
in more wins and more postseason experience.” 

The Owls feature eight freshmen this season 
with only two seniors, guard Austin Ramljak 
and forward Bahrom Firozgary on the roster. 

Jackson said there are ups and downs for 

both him and the team, but the team is growing 
every day as the season quickly approaches.             

“Team-wise, we are getting better and bet-
ter each day,” Jackson said. “I’m really proud 
of my teammates because we have practiced 
really, really hard and done everything [Head 
Coach Ben Braun] has given us, and we have 
been perfecting it.”

 Jackson said leadership is necessary for Rice 
to succeed. He said that many of the upperclass-
men have helped him and the other freshmen 
get acclimated to the college game. He feels that 
junior forward Seth Gearhart, junior guard Dan 
Peera, Guercy and Ramljak have been the true 
leaders of this team from the start.

“I definitely see [Ramljak], [Gearhart] and 
[Guercy] and also [Peera]… [as] big-time lead-
ers because they are vocal, and they know what 
to say,” Jackson said. “They are [really] familiar 
with the team concept, and they help the fresh-
men out a lot.”

Braun said leadership is necessary for the 
freshmen to succeed in their first year, and he 
thinks the upperclassmen have done a tremen-
dous job helping the new players get ready for 
the upcoming season.

“Having a young team, it’s imperative that 
you get leadership and it’s good to see some of 
our upperclassmen starting to step forward, 
whether it’s Max Guercy or Seth Gearhart 
showing the big guys the ropes and helping 
them with defense.”

While a youthful team can be seen as a 
negative thing, both Jackson and Guercy said 
they see it as a potential positive. Jackson said 
the freshmen are not afraid of the increased 
level of competition, so they will be ready 
from the opening tip.

“We don’t know what to expect yet, but 
I think we will be all right,” Jackson said. 
“I think we are a pretty talented freshman 
group, and I think a lot of the freshmen have 
played big games in the lights, so I think we 
are pretty prepared.”

Guercy said the freshmen cannot just sit 
on the sidelines and watch their first season. 
He said they need to get out there and contrib-
ute immediately. Guercy said he does not see 
the Owls making it to the coveted NCAA tour-
nament without strong contributions from the 
freshmen. 

“I expect all seven of our freshmen to come 
in and contribute to the team,” Guercy said. 
“With the returners and the incoming fresh-
men, we have experience and youth at the same 
time. That’s going to help us go [on] this journey 
throughout the season.”

Braun said the team is brimming with confi-
dence heading into the season opener, which is 
something he hopes they will keep up through-
out the season. He feels that confidence will be 
the key to bringing success to the program.

“There is nobody that can take away our 
confidence,” Braun said. “We have to go out 
there and earn it by repetition in practice. We 
have to go out and get that confidence. Once 
we do that, it does not matter whether you are 
young or older, [we’ve] got to get over the [pain] 
of last year and [move] on to this year and [see] 
this as a new season.”

by Michael Kidd
Thresher Staff

The Rice Owls women’s basketball team 
is all set to head out on the road and com-
pete in its season opener against Prairie 
View A&M University Friday, Nov. 8. Four 
starters are returning from last year’s team 
and look to be key contributors to the 2013-
14 squad.

Head Coach Greg Williams, who is in his 
ninth year in this position, said he has high 
hopes his team will gather more wins and 
play well even with the conference under-
going major reconstruction. Williams said 
that even though the Owls lost many close 
games last year, he believes more confer-
ence wins are on the way.

“Well, of course every team wants to win 
the conference,” Williams said. “There are 
now 16 teams [in Con-
ference USA], and [of 
those 16], eight [are] new 
teams. We lost a lot of 
close games last year, but 
I’m hoping that an added 
year of confidence, expe-
rience and improvement 
can get us more confer-
ence wins.”

The team is looking to 
improve on its 14-16 fin-
ish last season. The Owls 
finished 2-12 last year on 
the road and posted a 
home record of 12-4. The 
team hopes to carry that 
same kind of success into 
this season. 

Williams said senior 
forward Jessica Kuster is 
one of the best players 
Rice women’s basketball 
has ever seen.

“[Kuster] is on pace 
to become the all-time 
points and rebounders 
leader [at Rice] and ar-
guably is the best player in [Rice] history,” 
Williams said. “[Kuster] led the league in 
blocked shots and affects the game on both 
ends of the floor. She is a pleasure to coach 
and was recently voted a captain for the 
third consecutive year.”

Williams said in his nine years of coach-
ing, this team has been one of his most co-
hesive and can serve as a good role model 
for the community.

“We have really good chemistry, and [the] 
players really do care for each other on and 
off the court,” Williams said. “They are great 
ambassadors for Rice and work very hard for 
practice, which is all a coach can ask.”

Sophomore forward Megan Palmer aver-
aged nearly 10 points and six rebounds per 
game last year as a starting forward. She 
said she hopes this year’s team will perform 
better this upcoming season.

“From the team aspect, we have some 
good freshmen coming in that are really 

going to be helpful,” Palmer said. “I think 
it helps that we have more experience be-
cause we had a really young team [last year]. 
We are returning most of our rebounding 
and scoring as well. [The] conference has 
changed completely, though, so it’s really 
anyone’s game.”

Palmer said Kuster is a great leader for 
the team because of how much effort she 
puts in both on and off the court .

“She is a great leader,” Palmer said. 
“She really encourages everyone to step up 
and play hard, and off the court, [she] is just 
a great friend. [Kuster is] motivating by ex-
ample: not in your face, but just out there to 
work hard.”

Palmer, like many of her teammates, 
said she believes the goal for the Owls is to 
compete for the coveted C-USA title and im-
prove the program’s prestige.

“We want to be con-
ference champs, and we 
want to go to the NCAA 
tournament,” Palmer 
said. “[It’s a] go big or go 
home mentality.”

The 6-foot-2-inch 
Kuster is the only senior 
on the squad. Kuster said 
with her adopted leader-
ship role, she is commit-
ted to intertwining her 
individual goals with 
the team’s goals. Kuster 
said her ultimate goal is 
to make a postseason ap-
pearance.

“My individual goals 
are the team’s goals,” 
Kuster said. “We made 
the [Women’s National 
Invitation Tournament] 
my freshman year, and 
[I] would love to have 
gone in and go out with a 
postseason appearance. 
So whatever I can do to 
get us a postseason ap-

pearance is my goal this year.”
Kuster said she believes her quiet yet 

driven characteristics are something differ-
ent from what most people expect of her.

“It’s different because it’s more of a 
forced leadership role since I’m more of 
a lead-by-example person,” Kuster said. 
“Coaches expect me to speak up more, and 
teammates expect me to be more vocal, and 
it has been a lot to balance out over time.”

Kuster said she has not yet decided on 
her future after leaving Rice but would love 
to continue playing basketball if circum-
stances allow it.

“I haven’t thought about it too, too much, 
but it would be really cool to continue play-
ing,” Kuster said. “Whatever happens by 
the end of the year happens, but right now, 
I’m trying to focus on this year right here.”

The Owls’ first home game is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 11 at Tudor Field-
house against Texas Southern University.

We have really 
good chemistry, 
and [the] players 
really do care for 
each other on and 
off the court.They 
are great ambas-
sadors for Rice 
and work very 
hard for practice, 
which is all a 
coach can ask.

Greg Williams
Head Coach

woMen’s Men’s 

basketball preview 2013-2014 season
B1



the Rice Thresher Wednesday, November 6, 2013BASKETBALL PREVIEWB2

Ross Wilson
Power Forward
Sophomore, 6’7”

Seth Gearhart
Small Forward
Junior, 6’7”

Andrew Drone
Center
Freshman, 6’10”

Max Guercy
Point Guard
Sophomore, 5’9”

Austin Ramljak
Shooting Guard
Senior, 6’3”

The Owls’ nonconference schedule 
is highlighted by two former South-
west Conference foes with trips to Col-
lege Station and Austin. For its first 
true road test, Rice will play Texas 
A&M University Nov. 15. The last time 
the Owls played against the Aggies, 
they walked away with a 65-58 win. 
The Owls will head to Austin for the 
fourth year in a row to play the Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin Dec. 30. Rice 
will play two Ivy League teams when it 
hosts Princeton University Nov. 23 and 
Harvard University Jan. 4. The Owls 

lost 92-62 to Harvard last year in Cam-
bridge, Mass. Rice will play some new 
foes this year since Conference USA is 
welcoming eight new teams. One of 
the marquee matchups will be when 
the Owls play Old Dominion Universi-
ty, a team that has played in the NCAA 
tournament in recent seasons. Louisi-
ana Tech is back in the same confer-
ence as the Owls after their days in the 
Western Athletic Conference in the 
late ‘90s and early 2000s. Louisiana 
Tech is the only team the Owls will 
play twice in conference play.

Games to watch this season

key Home games

2013-2014 Team roster

Nov. 9  University of St. Thomas   2 p.m.

Nov. 23  Princeton University   2 p.m.

Jan. 4   Harvard University   7 p.m.

Jan. 9   Florida International Univ. 7 p.m.

Feb. 8  University of Tulsa    3 p.m.

Mar. 6  Louisiana Tech University  7 p.m.

0 Dan Peera  G 6’0” JR California

1 Max Guercy  G 5’9” SO California

2 Joey Burbach  G 6’5” FR Wisconsin

3 Sean Obi  F 6’9” FR Nigeria

4 Nizar Kapic  G/F 6’6” RS FR Austria

5 Keith Washington G 6’1” SO Pennsylvania

10 Denzel Davis  F 6’8” FR Florida

11 Ross Wilson  F 6’7” SO England

15 Hunter Eggers  G 6’0” FR Connecticut

21 Drew Bender  G 6’5” FR Arizona

22 Marcus Jackson  G 6’3” FR California

41 Seth Gearhart  F 6’7” JR Oregon

42 Austin Ramljak  G 6’3” SR California

44 Bahrom Firozgary F 6’8” SR Texas

54 Andrew Drone  C 6’10” FR Illinois

Head Coach Ben Braun

Associate Head Coach Louis Reynaud

Assistant Coach Brian Eskildsen

Assistant Coach Adam Gierlach

No.  Name   Pos. Ht. Cl. Home state/country

Men’s 

Starting Lineup
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Elena Gumbs
Point Guard
Sophomore, 5’5”

Christal Porter
Small Forward
Junior, 6’0”

Jessica Kuster
Center
Senior, 6’2”

Megan Palmer
Power Forward
Sophomore, 6’1”

Nakachi Maduka
Shooting Guard
Junior, 5’11”

The women’s basketball team will 
play various, prestigious programs 
in the nonconference portion of the 
schedule including Baylor University, 
which won the NCAA championship 
in 2012. The Nov. 18 meeting with the 
Bears comes early in the season and 
will be one of the most difficult games 
the Owls play all year. Rice will travel 
to East Lansing, Mich. five days later 
to play against Michigan State Univer-
sity, a premiere Big Ten team. The Owls 
have an important home game against 
crosstown rival the University of Hous-

ton on Dec. 21. Rice lost both matchups 
against the Cougars last season before 
UH departed for the American Athletic 
Conference. After a 6-10 conference 
record last year, the Owls are looking 
to go over .500 and compete for the 
conference championship. Rice’s ma-
jor games include hosting conference 
rivals Tulane University and Marshall 
University. The women’s team will 
play Louisiana Tech University both at 
home and away. With 16 teams in the 
conference, the Owls will only play ev-
eryone else once.

Games to watch this season

key Home games

Nov. 11  Texas Southern University 7 p.m.

Dec. 20  University of Houston   1 p.m.

Jan. 15  Louisiana Tech University 7 p.m.

Jan. 29  Tulane University   7 p.m.

Feb. 19 Old Dominion University 3 p.m.

Mar. 1  University of Texas at El Paso 11 a.m.

2013-2014 Team roster

0 Breion Allen  G 5’9” SO Alaska

3 Maya Hawkins  G 5’6” FR Texas

5 Reem Moussa  G 5’5” JR Texas

15 Megan Shafer  F 6’0” JR Texas

21 Nakachi Maduka G 5’11” JR Texas

22 Maya Adetula  G 5’10” JR Texas

24 Elena Gumbs  G 5’5” SO Texas

30 Jessica Kuster  F 6’2” SR Texas

31 Christal Porter  P 6’0” JR Tennessee

32 Alyssa Lang  P 6’1” SO Texas

33 Jasmine Goodwine F 6’1” FR Texas

40 Megan Palmer  F 6’1” SO Texas

44 Adaeze Obinnah  P 6’1” FR Colorado

Head Coach Greg Williams

Associate Head Coach Jae Cross

Assistant Coach Shane Laflin

Assistant Coach Bianca Smith

No.  Name   Pos. Ht. Cl. Home state/country

woMen’s 

Starting Lineup
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