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Esperanza
to be held
on campus

On-campus
housing for
new transfers
proposed

by Tina Nazerian

by Madeleine Tibaldi

Thresher Staff

Thresher Staff

The Rice University Student Association plans to vote on a resolution advocating guaranteed housing
for all first-year transfer students on
Nov. 4, according to Transfer Student
Association President Ryan Kim.
The resolution, introduced by
Kim and Brown College Senator
Larisa LaMere at the Oct. 21 Student
Senate meeting, states that it is important to ensure on-campus housing is available for all first-year students, including transfer students.
During the summer, the Office of
the Dean of Undergraduates assigns
transfer students to colleges when
a space for on-campus housing becomes available, according to Dean
of Undergraduates John Hutchinson.
“In general, we cannot predict in
advance how many spaces will be
available, as there are many factors
that we cannot plan for,” Hutchinson
said. “These factors include continuing students who, for any number of
reasons, determine that they are not
returning in the fall, as well as freshmen who, having agreed to come to
Rice, decide not to come during the
summer.”
Hutchinson said while his office tries to accommodate as many
transfer students as possible, limited
space on campus requires some students, either transfer or returning, to
move off campus.
“For every additional person who
is assigned a space on campus, there
is another student who will therefore
not get that space,” Hutchinson said.
“The real challenge is determining
the priority system for who gets the
spaces we have.”
Currently, each individual college
decides how to handle the process of
allocating rooms on campus and determines whether to prioritize availability of on-campus housing for
new transfer students or for returning students.
“If the colleges’ wish were to
assign the top priority to guaranteeing housing for new transfer
students, I would be happy to help
them implement such a system,”
Hutchinson said.
According to the resolution, which
used results of a survey of Rice transfer students conducted by Kim, approximately 50 percent of new transfer students end up living on campus.
But of those offered housing, 78
percent were notified less than three
weeks before the start of Orientation
Week, according to the survey.
Transfer Student Association
Vice President Cristal Tan said oncampus living is essential for fully
integrating first-year students into
the Rice culture.
“It is already challenging enough
for transfers to integrate into the
community because they have to
put in the extra effort to get to know
their graduating class as well as their
0see HOUSING, page 3
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Project Pumpkin:
Fun for Kids

Alan Zeng/thresher

A student from PAIR practices his bowling skills at a booth set up by
Rice volunteers from Best Buddies.

Voting Information
Everything voters need to know about how to vote in the upcoming Nov. 5 election.
■■ Texas state law now requires voters to present an approved form of photo ID. This can be a Texas driver’s

license; a U.S. passport, citizenship certificate or military identification card; or a DPS-issued personal
identification card, concealed handgun license or Texas Election Identification Certificate. A voter without
identification can still vote provisionally and has six days to bring identification to the voter registrar, at
which point his or her vote will be counted.

■■ Early

voting runs through Nov. 1. For early voting locations, visit www.harrisvotes.com. On Election Day,
voters must vote in their assigned precinct.

■■ Voters registered at Rice can cast their ballot Nov. 5 in Miner Lounge in the Ley Student Center. Polls will be

open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Voters in line by 7 p.m. will be allowed to cast a ballot.

Esperanza, Rice University’s
traditional homecoming dance,
will take place Nov. 16 at 10 p.m.,
according to Rice Program Council
Socials Committee Co-Chair Abby
Gordon. The event, themed “A
Night of Fire and Ice,” will again
take place in a tent on campus.
Gordon, a Baker College junior,
said this year’s Esperanza will be
held in a tent that is currently being constructed between the Turrell Skyspace and James A. Baker
III Hall in celebration of the 20th
anniversary of the Baker Institute
for Public Policy.
“They [haven’t begun] yet, but
[they] will be constructing a giant tent like last year’s [Centennial tent],” Gordon said. “We don’t
have the dimensions, but it will
hold 1,600 people. The tent is a bit
smaller [than last year’s], but not
by much.”
According to Gordon, Esperanza had always been held off
campus prior to last year. However, Gordon said feedback from
last year’s event indicated students wanted Esperanza to remain on campus.
“We started talking to the administration back in March,” Gordon said. “We found out that the
Baker Institute is holding their anniversary, and so they’re going to
keep up the tent another week for
homecoming.”
RPC President Aisha Jeeva said
RPC received numerous requests to
have Esperanza on campus again.
Jeeva, a Martel College junior, said
that since one of RPC’s primary goals
this year was to be more responsive
to student feedback, RPC has worked
hard over the past few months to
make the necessary arrangements
with other organizations on campus.
“We are really proud to be able to
fulfill this wish of students and are
confident Esperanza will be a highlight of the homecoming celebrations,” Jeeva said.
Gordon said 1,600 tickets to Esperanza will be sold online for $20 each.
“The fire marshal has said only
1,600 [people] can go in [the tent], so
that is the maximum number of tickets we can sell,” Gordon said.
Jeeva said last year’s capacity
was 2,200, but that tent was paid for
as part of the Centennial Celebration, whereas this year, it will be paid
for by the Office of Alumni Affairs
and RPC, which has arranged to pay
to keep the tent up longer.
“There are actually no spaces on
campus for us to hold an event of this
nature and capacity,” Jeeva said.
Jeeva said the same company
that built and designed the centennial tent will be responsible for
this year’s tent.
Wiess College junior Joseph Mapula said he is aware of other students’
concerns over the cost of the tent.
0see DANCE, page 3
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Thrift store looks to
expand operations
by Maha Aziz

For the Thresher

Rice University students opened Baltra
Thrift Store for the second time this academic year last Thursday, Oct. 24 in the Brown
Garden at the Ley Student Center, according to co-manager Tori Laxalt. She said that
since Baltra is already known around campus, the staff is looking to experiment and
expand the store.
According to Laxalt, Baltra was founded
last fall and has had six openings so far.
“It was one of the projects we deemed
would fill a need on campus that hadn’t been
met in much of a substantial way,” Laxalt, a
Baker College senior, said. “We found that
there was a customer base on campus who
would support a thrift store.”

We are trying to diversify
and expand Baltra’s presence for those who are
experienced thrifters as well
as for those who might be
intimidated by the concept
of thrifting.
Tori Laxalt, co-manager of the
Baltra Thrift Store

Baltra eco-coordinator Skye Kelty said
she was excited when she learned others
were interested in starting a thrift store.
“I wanted to start a thrift store for quite
a while but could not figure out the logistics
for it,” Kelty, a McMurtry College senior, said.
“Then Art Lab independently came up with
the Baltra concept, and I jumped on board.”
Kelty said that in addition to selling
clothes, the Baltra staff hopes to host an
electronics waste drive at each opening.
“We started hosting an electronics waste
drive at the Baltra events to make it super
easy for people to clear out their closets,”
Kelty said. “We will be recycling it using an
e-Stewards-certified, Houston-based recycling facility.”
According to Laxalt, the Baltra staff is
looking for more Rice staff, undergraduate

and graduate student involvement.
“We’re actually recruiting right now, both
for Baltra core team positions as well as for
more volunteers and college reps, so there
are many different ways for students to get
involved,” Laxalt said.
Kelty said Baltra is looking forward to future openings and wants to increase the size
and variety of its inventory to include more
than clothing.
“We are in need of more guys’ clothes donations,” Kelty said. “But we are also looking to include more art in our openings, like
cool recycled mannequins.”
Duncan College senior Tasneem Islam
visited Baltra last Thursday and said she enjoyed the prices of the shop but would like to
see more inventory.
“Thrift stores help me save money,” Islam said. “As a college student, I’m always
looking for ways to save money and spend
wisely, so I’d like to see the store being open
every other week, and I would love to see
more shoes.”
Laxalt said the Baltra staff is planning
new types of events like a field trip to an offcampus thrift store.
“We are trying to diversify and expand
Baltra’s presence for those who are experienced thrifters as well as for those who
might be intimidated by the concept of
thrifting,” Laxalt said. “Students should
stay tuned to our Facebook page, facebook.
com/baltrathriftstore.”
Baltra co-manager Corey Bryce said she
hopes that Baltra will become a Rice tradition even after part of the staff graduates.
She looks forward to working with new staff,
other organizations and Rice students.
“The relevance of environmentally friendly re-use of clothes and promotion of fashion and thrift culture is what makes Baltra
so unique,” Bryce, a Sid Richardson College
sophomore, said. “We are happy to work with
other organizations that share similar goals
and want to make things happen here.”
Baker senior Brennan Halloran, who
shopped at Baltra on Thursday, said he enjoyed how low the prices were.
“There are entire tables filled with
clothes for just a dollar,” Halloran said. “It
can be important for diversifying your style
since it exposes you to things that you may
not have seen otherwise.”
Baltra will again be opening at the Ley
Student Center on Monday, Dec. 9. Those interested in getting involved with Baltra can
email baltrathriftstore@gmail.com.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Smoke triggers fire alarm at Keck Hall
A fire alarm caused an evacuation of
Keck Hall on Thursday, Oct. 24 at 4:35 p.m.
The alarm was activated by a smoke detector in a mechanical room located in the
building’s basement, according to Jeff Coleman, a senior safety specialist for the Rice
University Department of Environmental
Health and Safety.
The Rice University Police Department
and Houston Fire Department joined EHS in
responding to the alarm, Coleman said.
“RUPD assisted with getting HFD in the
building and [the] evacuation of the building, as well as securing the building so no
occupants returned while the building was

being checked and made safe,” RUPD Captain Clemente Rodriguez said.
Coleman said there were no reported injuries, and damage was confined to the compressor. Facilities Engineering and Planning
assisted in investigating the cause of the
alarm. According to Coleman, FE&P determined that the failure of a compressor in the
mechanical room generated the smoke that
triggered the alarm.
Coleman said Keck’s fire alarm system
functioned properly and alerted occupants
to evacuate. Occupants were allowed to reenter the building at 5:30 p.m.

BP invites Rice students
to compete for field trip
by Jieya Wen

For the Thresher

For the first time, BP has invited Rice University to participate in its Ultimate Field Trip
competition. The competition, in its second
year, has students work in teams of three to
propose a solution for an energy challenge.
The national winners win a trip to Alaska and
Chicago, where they will tour facilities, see
the BP trading floor and explore a refinery in
the Chicago area, according to Rice University
Campus Ambassador for BP Andy Labaw.
Labaw, a Martel College senior, said 12 universities in the U.S were selected to participate
in the program. He said four countries are participating this year.
“There will be several stages of the competition,” Labaw said. “The competition is first
[held] at individual universities. The champions of the individual universities will go on
to a national competition. The U.S. champion
will [then] compete with champions from other
countries.”
Rice was selected for the competition this
year because it is one of the most important
universities for BP, Labaw said.
“Rice has a good engineering program,
[mathematical economic analysis] program

and energy trade program,” Labaw said. “BP
is able to find high-quality candidates in all
three disciplines at the same time. It’s like a
one-stop shop.”
Aimee Close, BP’s projects and programs
manager for U.S. universeity relations, said the
UFT aims to introduce college students to the
energy industry and attract young talent for BP.
“The UFT offers BP the chance to engage
and interact with students, allowing us to provide them with insight and experience of working on real-life challenges within the energy
sector,” Close said.
Labaw said the competition is mainly a
marketing opportunity for BP.
“This event is for college students to understand BP, the energy industry and our generation’s energy problem,” Labaw said. “It might
increase the chance of getting a job at BP, but it
does not necessarily lead to a job opportunity
or internship. It is just a trip.”
Will Rice College junior Stephen Palasi said
the competition is a good opportunity.
“About half the chemical engineering majors are interested in energy, including myself,” Palasi said. “This sounds like the other
design competitions at Rice, which are pretty
fun. It sounds like it would build leadership
and skill.”
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IT warns students about
dangers of downloading
by Anjali Bhatla
For the Thresher

Downloading Game of Thrones, Parks and
Recreation or The Legend of Korra can garner a
$20,000 fine, but that has not stopped Rice students from doing it. According to Information
Technology Security Officer Marc Scarborough,
those shows are some of the few that have recently had a large amount of downloads.
Scarborough said Rice’s IT department does
not monitor student activity and responds solely
to notices from companies directly contacting him regarding copyright infringement from
downloading on the Rice Owls network.
“[The IT department doesn’t] detect illegal activity,” Scarborough said. “It’s not Rice. It’s [the
content provider] deciding how they want to distribute material.”
Scarborough said he has previously received
notices for illegal downloads of music, movies, games, software, and textbooks or e-books
through programs including BitTorrent, uTorrent,
Ares and eMonkey.
“It’s all over the place. It seems like there are
patterns of ‘today it’s HBO and Game of Thrones,’
next week it’s e-books, some days it’s movies, some days it’s music,” Scarborough said.
“There’s not a consistent thing about it … There
might be three [notices] a week, or there might be
15 a week. I’d say on average, [we receive] three or
four [notices] a week.”
Scarborough said the notices he receives contain information on the material downloaded and
the time and date it was accessed, as well as the
Internet Protocol address of the computer used
for downloading. He said he then connects the
IP address to a specific user on the network — almost always a student — and passes the case on
to Student Judicial Programs.
Senior Associate General Counsel Joe Davidson said Rice receives 300 to 350 copyright
infringement notifications per year for illegal
downloads.
Due to the passage of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act, every source that acts as an Internet service provider, which includes Rice University, must have an individual who can act as the
agent of service and process. Davidson acts as the
contact for Rice University and thus receives the
notices from companies.
“For music and movies, the notices come
from the rights holders, while pornography copyrights are typically enforced by umbrella organizations,” Davidson said. “You’re seeing a lot of
increased enforcement [over the past six years]
because the enforcement is [no longer] done
manually; it’s done by Web crawlers.”
Davidson said there has been a large increase
in the enforcement of pornography copyright
laws in the last two years.
He said that unlike music, television and
movie copyright holders, which typically send a
warning letter, pornography enforcement companies directly send a settlement letter meant for
the person who downloaded the material. In such
cases, the student would then have to pay the associated fines to the company and possibly seek
legal counsel.
“I encourage students to be very careful
with their activities on the Web,” Davidson said.
“Copyrights can be enforced against you, and you
can be liable for statutory damages, [which are]
mandatory minimum fines [that may be] $20,000
per violation. It’s not worth it. Go buy the copy.”
Charlotte Larson, a Jones College sophomore,
said she was fined $100 because she had illegally
downloaded music in spring 2012. As a result,
her computer was placed under quarantine,
which invalidates a student’s Rice Owls network

connection. Once she paid the fine, the quarantine was removed, but she was fined once more
a month later for illegally downloading music
again. Larson said she later realized a program in
the “Trash” folder in her computer had been uploading music without her knowledge.
“The fine had increased [since the first violation], and I didn’t think it was fair,” Larson said.
“[I was willing] to pay $50 [of the increased fine]
for the fact that it was my mistake, but at the same
time, I was not actively downloading any music.
[SJP] basically said that I could go through the appeal process, which could waste a lot of my time
and cause my fine to actually increase.”
University Court Chair Evan Austin said students who dispute sanctions recommended by
SJP have the right to request that their case be referred to UCourt, but such a referral requires the
agreement of both the student and SJP.
“I’ve never heard of [increased sanctions for
appealing a case] being a procedure, and if that’s
true, I would be concerned, but I’ve never heard
of that,” Austin, a Duncan College senior, said.
Larson said she paid the fine in full and chose
not to appeal SJP’s decision. However, even after
she paid the fine, her computer was still under
quarantine. According to Larson, she visited the
IT department at least three times a week over a
period of two to three weeks before her computer
was unquarantined.
“IT kept saying it was my computer’s fault,
and in the process of trying to get my Internet [access] back, they actually caused my hard drive to
crash,” Larson said. “One of the higher-ups in IT
had failed to communicate to the person in charge
of [removing the quarantine on] the computer
that I was, in fact, ready to be unquarantined.”
According to Larson, for most of her ordeal,
she received help from students at the IT Help
Desk. She said she was happy with the aid she
received from the students at the IT Help Desk
but said she would have preferred to speak with
someone higher up in the IT department much
sooner than she was able to.
“It was extremely challenging for me to be
quarantined because all of my homework assignments and notes were online. I wish that the process had happened quicker,” Larson said. “I’m
not trying to attack IT — what happened was a
genuine mistake — but there could be some improvements in the communication within IT.”
Baker College sophomore Victor Prieto said
the punishment for illegal downloading should
reflect the circumstances surrounding it, regardless of the material.
“Textbooks are still intellectual property,
and if you need it for a class, you should pay
for it,” Prieto said. “I don’t think that downloading music should be penalized more
than downloading textbooks, even [in] an
academic context.”
Student Computer Consultant Wesley Fan,
who an employee of the IT Help Desk, said a distinction should be made between what the Help
Desk can and cannot do.
“The Help Desk is part of IT, but the network administrators are in charge of [the
quarantine] process,” Fan, a Martel College
junior said. “If you have questions about
what is considered illegal or legal, the IT
Help Desk can answer those questions.”
Scarborough said students who have questions about the legality of downloading on the
Rice Owls network should approach IT.
“Generally, my advice to people is ‘if it’s something you normally have to pay for, then it’s something you should be wary of,’ ” Scarborough said.
“We have one policy from IT that directly impacts
students: Don’t break the law. Don’t infringe on
anyone’s copyright.”

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police
Department for the period Oct. 19-25.
Residential Colleges
Duncan College
Will Rice College
McMurtry College
Wiess College

Oct. 19
Oct. 21
Oct. 21
Oct. 23

Theft of bicycle
Theft
Theft of bicycle
Assault by intimidation

Other Buildings
Anderson Hall
BRC
Gibbs Recreation Center
FE&P Building
Gibbs Recreation Center

Oct. 19
Oct. 21
Oct. 21
Oct. 22
Oct. 25

Public intoxication
Theft of bicycle
Warrant arrest
Theft
Theft

Other Locations
Outer Loop

Oct. 22

Criminal trespass

0housing
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matriculating class,” Tan, a Duncan College senior who matriculated in 2011 as a transfer student from Malaysia, said. “If transfers don’t get
on-campus housing, they pretty much become
‘deep OC’ immediately after O-Week, which is a
terrible way to start a new experience in a new
university.”
Tan, who is a campus tour guide, said the residential college system is one of the main qualities
of Rice she highlights to prospective students.
Kim, a Duncan senior, said he agreed with Tan
about how living off campus can lead to isolation
and loneliness for first-year students.
“It is very widely accepted that living on campus is a key component of really enjoying your
time at Rice because Rice strongly promotes the
residential college system to foster interactions
within the college you belong to,” Kim said. “If
you are not on campus, especially as a transfer
student, you can feel ostracized.”
LaMere, a Brown College Sophomore, said all
first-year transfers should be guaranteed housing.
“Giving all new students a chance to get
settled and experience a community is, in my
opinion, the responsibility of the University,”
LaMere said. “Rice’s residential college system
is about integration and inclusion, and living
on-campus is an important part of being exposed to the full benefit of the academic, social,
and personal resources that each college strives
to provide.”
Hutchinson said he understands the importance of the residential colleges for students.
“The residential college experience is clearly
the core of the Rice undergraduate experience,”
Hutchinson said. “Although we believe that students can gain all or nearly all of the benefits of
the residential college experience while living off
campus, we would of course prefer to accommodate on campus every student who would like to
be on campus.”
Kim said many transfer students who are
forced to live off campus during their first year feel
emotionally rejected and seldom make the move

0dance
from page 1
“From what I gather right now, it seems like
they’re trying to kind of mimic last year’s Esperanza,” Mapula said. “I think [the tent] was
a little controversial among students as far as
why are we spending money on a temporary
tent. I thought it was really great as far as
everything with the lights. I thought the tent
was actually awesome, despite the controversy about it.”
According to Jeeva, Esperanza’s theme, “A
Night of Fire and Ice,” is meant to tie into the
Student Association-selected homecoming
theme “Catching Fire.”
“The Esperanza theme is linked to the
homecoming theme. It has nothing to do with
Game of Thrones,” Jeeva said, referencing the
television show based on George R. R. Martin’s

3

on campus.
“If we could provide housing to first-year
transfers, they could immediately get plugged
into their own college,” Kim said.
Kim also said he was lucky enough to receive
on-campus housing his first year at Rice, and this
helped him to fully integrate socially at Rice.
According to the resolution, 92 percent of all
first-year transfer students living off campus were
dissatisfied or highly dissatisfied with the housing process.
Will Rice College Sophomore James Henriksen, who matriculated this year, said the process was unnecessarily confusing and caused
undue stress.
“I was originally told I wouldn’t be able to
receive on-campus housing, so I found an apartment and signed a one-year lease,” Henriksen
said. “I was quite surprised when, only a few
weeks before O-Week, I got a phone call from
Housing and Dining asking if I wanted a spot on
campus. Since I had already signed the lease, I
wasn’t able to accept. It was quite frustrating.”
According to the resolution, 30 percent of
transfer students were in the same situation as
Henriksen and were unable to accept offers of oncampus housing due to binding lease contracts.
Kim said transfer students go through a similar matriculation process as freshmen, participating in O-Week and other orientation activities, but
are excluded from on-campus housing privileges.
“When it comes to housing, suddenly [transfer students] are very discriminated against,
whereas it is guaranteed 100 percent to all incoming freshman.”
Hanszen college Junior Laura Krannich, who
transferred from University College London this
fall, said she received on-campus housing shortly
before the start of O-Week and found the transfer
housing experience difficult and frustrating.
“I assumed I would find out in [early or midsummer] whether or not I would have a spot on
campus and have time to go to Houston and find an
apartment if necessary, but this was not the case,”
Krannich said. “All of my inquiries with Rice led to
only vague answer. This was an incredibly confusing and stressful experience, and I realize I’m one
of the lucky ones who did eventually get a room.”

A Song of Ice and Fire series of novels.
RPC is also working on other events that
will play into the general Hunger Games theme
for the week.
“We’re hosting a screening of the first Hunger Games movie on the Tuesday of Homecoming Week,” Jeeva said. “The Traditions Committee is responsible for the event, and there will
be popcorn and snacks. We will also be making
an announcement about another homecoming
event at the screening.”
According to Gordon, DJ Politik, a Los Angeles native, will be flying in from New York to
DJ this year’s Esperanza.
RPC Socials Committee Co-Chair Micah
Tatum said he hopes this year’s Esperanza
can generate the same level of excitement as
last year’s.
“Last year was [the Centennial Celebration],” Tatum, a Jones College sophomore,
said. “We have huge shoes to fill.”

BRC sponsors space
health innovation event
by Anjali Bhatla
For the Thresher

The BioScience Research Collaborative will
host the first-ever Health 2.0 and Johnson Space
Center Space Health Innovation Challenge from
Jan. 24 to 26. According to Rice University News
and Media, the challenge will identify specific
health-related challenges in space and provide
resources and mentors to support particular projects.
Amy Hurwitz, one of the main organizers for
the event, said participants in the challenge will
work on projects on data visualization, predictive
analysis and devices. The projects are intended to
encourage improvement of modern medicine in
the realm of space.
“This event is a unique opportunity for members of the community from all industry backgrounds and expertise levels to come together
to solve health-related problems in the context
of outer space and to initiate dialogues around
health care-related innovation based in Houston,” Hurwitz said.
More than 200 participants are expected to
compete, including students at Rice University
and members of other institutions within the
Houston community, and the BRC has provided
sponsorship to allow students to participate in
the event at no cost to them, according to the
event organizers.
“The BRC is the optimal location for this event

since it is located centrally between the Texas
Medical Center and Rice University and has become a hallmark for collaboration in Houston,
so the organizers are honored to hold the event
there,” Hurwitz said.
Baker College freshman Allen Zhao, a former
NASA intern, said he hopes the competition will
raise awareness of the potentials of space.
“There is an incredible amount of work at
[the] Johnson Space Center that hardly anyone
here knows about,” Zhao said. “I sincerely hope
that this competition will spark interest in more
students to seek out NASA. After all, the next generation of their scientists and engineers will come
from the people taking classes here right now. I
know I had a great time interning for them, and I
would love to see more interest about NASA in the
Rice student body.”
Hurwitz said students from a wide variety of
educational backgrounds and interests are able
to participate.
“We encourage individuals with backgrounds
in any of a diverse range of fields to attend, including biotechnology, computer programming,
engineering, medicine, business, design, information technology and others,” Hurwitz said.
The winning teams will get tickets to the 2014
Health 2.0 Conference and present their projects
to Johnson Space Center officials.
Rice faculty, staff and students who are interested in attending can register at MissionToMarsHealth.com.
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David Forsythe lectures
on international rights
by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

On Wednesday, Oct. 23, David Forsythe,
the Charles J. Mach Distinguished Professor of
Political Science at the University of Nebraska,
Lincoln, gave a lecture on “Human Rights in International Relations: A Balance Sheet after Six
Decades” in Herzstein Hall as part of the Visiting Scholars Program.
According to Chair of the Department of History Lora Wildenthal, Forsythe is an expert on
the Red Cross, the law of war and American foreign policy.
Forsythe said human rights issues are being
given much more attention today than in the
past, citing the lack of human rights discussion
in the League of Nations covenant.
“If you go back to 1919 or even 1944, you will
not find much on human rights in world affairs,
as a sweeping generalization,” Forsythe said.
According to Forsythe, starting with Article
55 of the United Nations Charter in 1945 and
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in
1948, there are many treaties and legal documents primarily directed to the protection and
advancement of human dignity on an international basis.
“If you take just the two core treaties, the
covenant, or treaty of civil and political rights,
and a companion treaty on economic, social
and cultural rights, you have negotiated an international law when you put these documents
together, an international bill of rights,” Forsythe said. “It’s not one document. It’s a composite edition.”
This international bill of rights is quite different from the U.S. Bill of Rights, Forsythe said.
“The international bill of rights reflects a
social democratic view of human rights and democracy, not a libertarian view,” Forsythe said.
There has been institutional progress in human rights over the past 70 years, Forsythe said.
An example is the considerable attention given

to them in the U.S. National Security Council,
regardless of the president’s political affiliation.
“The Obama administration actually has an
NSC board on atrocity prevention,” Forsythe
said. “It’s built into the bureaucracy to pay attention to these things …. [It] doesn’t mean
you’re going to take action on Syria, but it does
mean that’s part of the bureaucracy.”
Forsythe said reasons to be optimistic
about the direction of human rights in the
long run include decolonization, electoral
democracy and the U.N.’s Responsibility to
Protect initiative.
However, Forsythe said that optimism
should not get carried away, as problems like
state security and nationalism still exist.
Hanszen College junior Becca Kellner
said the talk provided a good overview of a
broad topic.
“It was obvious that he knew way more than
he was able to portray in the hour-long session,
and I think he did a pretty good job of presenting the discussion without it being based entirely on his own personal views because it’s such a
controversial topic,” Kellner said. “Having read
his book, I think it’s a pretty good overview of
what has gone into … the book.”
Kellner said Rice students tend to live in a
Rice bubble and it is important for them to know
what is going on in the world around them.
“It may not seem like it directly affects us,
but on many of these issues, it does or it will,”
Kellner said.
Baker College sophomore Cristell Perez said
she wishes Forsythe would have mentioned
some approaches to solving the issues he
brought up.
“I’m taking a course here that talks about
the human rights approach and the human
capabilities approach, so I wish he would
have mentioned something like that,” Perez
said. “We think everybody should have these
human rights, but what if people don’t value
certain things the same way.”

Wednesday, October 30, 2013

MEETING MINUTES
The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Oct. 28.
■■ SA President Yoonjin Min presented a list of nominees for the Blanket Tax Standing Com-

mittee for approval. The Student Senate confirmed the nominees.

■■ Duncan College sophomore Michael Donatti and Martel College sophomore Rachel Ster-

ling presented a report about the Innovation in Undergraduate Teaching Working Group.
The group’s focus is on gathering information on teaching excellence at Rice and improving internal and external use of digital education. The group plans to meet with professors and gather student feedback and will introduce legislation to the Senate in January
2014 with specific recommendations for President David Leebron.

■■ SA

Parliamentarian Brian Baran announced that the next two meetings of the Committee on Constitutional Revisions will examine the definition and regulation of blanket tax
organizations as well as the process for blanket tax review. Baran said the committee
will present a draft of its findings for student feedback at 8 p.m. Monday, Nov. 11 in Farnsworth Pavilion. Send any input and questions to bbaran@rice.edu.

■■ Will

Rice College freshman Hanna Downing and Lovett College freshman Brett Gutstein
presented the current projects of the Academics Committee. The committee is working to
examine possibilities for student-taught language classes, establish a petroleum engineering concentration for the chemical and biomolecular engineering major, and create
more courses specific to policy studies. The committee plans to look into creating several
new minors, creating a business major and hiring new professors.

■■ Lovett

College Senator Christian Neal gathered feedback about Rice’s review of the
graduate program in linguistics. Students expressed concerns on difficulty in attracting
linguistics faculty, reduced availability of courses in related fields and the precedent this
could set for cutting departments in the future. Send any feedback to ctn1@rice.edu.

■■ User

Experience Librarian Debra Kolah introduced the Fondren Student Ambassadors
Program. Kolah said a survey is available at library.rice.edu/feedback to gather student
input for renovating the library study rooms.

■■ Campuswide

Beer Bike Coordinators Christian Neal and Eric Baeuerle announced that
the Rice Program Council is seeking area coordinators. Applications are available at rpc.
rice.edu and are due Nov. 6 at 11:59 p.m.

■■ Min announced that nominations for Homecoming King and Queen are open until Nov. 8

at 11:59 p.m. The nomination form can be found at sa.rice.edu/homecoming.

The SA will next meet Monday, Nov. 4 in the Duncan College Commons at 9 p.m. as the first
of several experimental SA meetings to be held in north and south college commons.
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Annise Parker looks to continue leading Houston
by Rachel Marcus and Molly Chiu
Editor in Chief and Managing Editor

Illustration by Lydia Smith

Annise Parker (Jones ‘78) became the first
openly gay mayor of Houston in 2009, a notable milestone in a conservative state. Now,
four years later, Parker is up for re-election.
On Nov. 5, she will face off in a crowded field
against eight other candidates.
Parker has spent over 15 years in city government, but before her political career began, she
studied at Rice University starting in 1974. After
graduating from Rice in 1978, Parker spent nearly 20 years working outside the world of politics.
She still, however, credits her education at Rice
for many of the skills she has used throughout
her life. As a triple major in anthropology, psychology and sociology, Parker very much embraced the liberal arts education Rice offers.
“Because of my majors, I had to do a lot of
writing,” Parker said. “I honed my ability to
be able to express myself well.”

Mayor Annise Parker

It was also during her time at Rice that
Parker first got involved in the political arena, although she did not venture into the political world herself until much later. While at
Rice, she volunteered with Eleanor Tinsley’s
city council campaign. She furthered her
community involvement as a founding member of Rice’s original LGBTQIA organization.
However, even with her experience in public
speaking and activism, Parker said she never
considered a career in politics while at Rice.
“I was never interested in going into politics for politics,” Parker said. “I ran for city
council because I wanted to work on neighborhood issues.”
Even with her involvement in the Rice
community, which also included playing on
the Jones College powderpuff team, Parker
said she wished she had gotten to know her
professors better.
“I was too shy to connect with the professors,” Parker said. “That’s one of the privileges you have at a small university — to be
able to have direct access [to professors] that
you don’t have at the mega schools.”
After her time at Rice and a long career
in business, Parker was first elected mayor
in 2009 and re-elected in 2011. Four years
later, she said she considers her greatest
accomplishment in office to be creating
and implementing a long-term plan for
improving Houston’s infrastructure. She
has secured funding for and begun work
on a 20-year program designed to repair
streets and drainage systems. She has
also broken ground on the Bayou Greenway Initiative, which aims to increase
green space and create an extensive
network of hike and bike trails along
the city’s bayous.
Parker said she plans to continue with these projects if elected
for a third term. However, she
also aims to improve the education system and believes alter-

native tracks that value trade skills should be
implemented into our current school structure. Parker also plans to continue her work
to reduce the number of homeless people on
Houston’s streets.
Beyond her mayoral campaign, Parker has
also been vocal about her support for certain
proposals on this election’s ballot.
One of the major issues on the ballot next
week is the fate of the Astrodome. With Harris County Proposition 2, voters will decide
whether to pass a $217 million bond that
would fund renovations to the famous Houston landmark. Parker said that although she
is not convinced the current renovation plan
is the best use for the facility, she will be voting in favor of the bond.
“I have an emotional attachment to the
Dome,” Parker said. ‘I grew up with it. It’s an
iconic image of the city. It truly was an architectural marvel. There’s so many elements of
the rich history of Houston that we have just
bulldozed. It would be nice for a lot of reasons to save the Dome. But it needs to have a
function and a purpose.”
Parker pointed out that she has not actually been a part of the process in deciding
what will happen to the Astrodome. The matter remains up to Harris County officials.
In addition to campaigning traditionally
about the issues she has worked on during
her past four years as mayor, Parker said
digital campaigning has been more prevalent
this year to keep up with people’s growing
attraction to digital forms of media. Many
Houstonians have taken note of negative
advertisements exchanged between Parker
and leading opponent Ben Hall. When asked
about the ad campaign, Parker said she considered the term “negative” to be somewhat
of a misnomer.
“It’s not a negative ad if it is 100 percent
true,” Parker said. “My opponent has been
doing a lot of ‘Mayor Parker is corrupt. Mayor
Parker is a liar.’ But there’s nothing there

behind it. Everything we have is linked to a
publicly available news source.”
Parker said she is the best candidate in
this election because of her leadership, experience and integrity.
“No one else has any experience in city
government,” Parker said. “I have a demonstrated track record of leadership and the integrity to make the hard decisions that have
carried the city forward.”
If Parker wins this election, she will serve
her final term as mayor. However, Parker said
that after she leaves the mayor’s office, she
does not plan to head to Washington.
“I’m not interested in going to Congress,”
Parker said. “I’m the CEO of a $500 billion
corporation, and I make things happen every
day. I think I would be utterly frustrated as a
member of Congress.”
Parker said she does plan to continue in
public service, though. Should she choose to
run for another office, she will not do so until
after her mayoral term is over.
“I intend to serve to the last day as mayor,” Parker said. “I’ll come out at an awkward
time. There won’t be any statewide races at
that time, so we’ll have to see.”
Regardless of her plans for the future,
Parker considers Houston her home and said
it has a wide variety of things to offer. From
arts and museums to sports and NASA, she
believes Houston has all the amenities of a
major city. In addition, she praised the job
market and the quality of life.
“We remain the most affordable big city in
America, with a very low cost of living and
high quality of life,” Parker said. “Your dollar
goes further in Houston than anywhere else.
So [it’s] a good place for someone starting a
career.”
Parker also believes the city she calls
home is changing — and for the better.
“Houston’s always been a great place to
make a living,” Parker said. “Houston’s now
becoming a great place to live.”
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Letter to the Editor:
To The Editor,
Hey students, did you know there was a football game Saturday afternoon? From the terrible
turnout I witnessed, most of you apparently did
not. As a recent alumnus, it was disappointing to see how few students showed up to lend
support to a team that has won four in a row,
including three in a row on the road, and is tied
for first place. These guys have worked so hard
to put themselves in a position to have a special
season, and I cannot even imagine how deflating
it was to see so few of their fellow students in attendance as they returned home for the first time
in nearly a month.

So, current students of Rice University, could
we please make a little better effort for the final
two home games of the year (which, by the way,
are Nov. 16 and Nov. 30)? Those games will be
vital in the race for a conference championship,
and the team could really use your support.
In fact, can we just make a little better effort
for all our athletes the rest of the year? They have
earned it.
Russell Kampe
Martel College ’08

Rice’s religious communities
Provide social benefits
He is the son of God. He died for your sins.
He loves you.
Growing up as a child in an affluent Houston
neighborhood, I cannot begin to count the number of times I heard any combination of those
three phrases. Evangelists around the area would
go from door to door in my neighborhood, trying
to convert born sinners destined to spend eternity in the fiery flames of hell.
How is that possible? Why would he do that?
He does?
Believing in things we cannot see is a hard
thing. Questions abound and answers slither
away as we try and try to grasp the covenant
known as faith. For a while, I could not begin to
imagine something as intangible as God, and I
grew up resenting religion for a period of time.
However, Rice has caused me to view religion
differently due to the presence of an extensive
network of religiously affiliated clubs. These
clubs do not go from college to college in hopes
of conversion. Instead of creating a Bible-thumping culture across campus, religiously affiliated
clubs provide a way for students to connect with
others, all while sharing the common bond of
faith and devotion.
My teacher in high school once said belief in
the unseen was in the very nature of man. After
all, we are curious creatures, always trying to find
an explanation for what we cannot perceive. But
I can now say with confidence that my teacher
was wrong. We are not innately religious, but
rather innately social, and all my experience with
the unseen has led me to believe religion’s value
is not in the belief, but in the bond.
Rice’s numerous religious organizations,
such as the Muslim Student Association, Rice
Hillel and Catholic Student Association, provide
students with a way to network across campus.
Before I came to Rice, people stressed to me that
there were only two real clubs: believers and
nonbelievers. It comes as a refreshing surprise
that at Rice, religion is not constantly in your face
telling you what to believe. The bond of religion
encourages openness, whereas the belief of religion encourages separation. Rice has showed
me the true power of religion by emphasizing the
connections it creates, unifying through association rather than separation thanks to the presence of the religious clubs.
Some may point to the disproportional
amount of Christian organizations, which admittedly is a problem that needs to be resolved, but
I feel that as long as the existing organizations
are functioning as they are intended to, meaning that they provide students with an outlet
to express their beliefs and foster relationships
in their respective faith, then nothing needs to
change. Religious organizations are here to stay,
and everything that I have seen so far indicates
that this is nothing short of a great thing for the
student body as a whole.

Luke Samora is
a Martel College
freshman.

Offer little diversity
Faith. You think you have it in full, you have
lost it again, there is little in you and you utter
“amen.” In my first two months at Rice, I found
the most startling characteristic of the Rice student body to be its strength of faith. The sheer
number of religiously and spiritually affiliated
clubs speaks volumes — 23 different opportunities to seek guidance and to learn. Yet when we
look closely at the way religion at Rice has both
unified many and alienated some, we see there
is by no means a resource for everyone.
As a rather sheltered Californian, I had not
known many young people my age who were
particularly or very openly religious. So, when
I came here, I began to observe and effectively
formulate the idea of a Culture of Christianity.
Out of the 23 religious organizations on campus,
21 are based on and teach from the Bible. Christianity comes in many shades; Baptists, Lutherans, Methodists and Catholics can all find a
niche in at least one of these clubs, if not more.
These clubs are not just for religious guidance,
either — many are social and support groups
as well. A typical Friday night Chi Alpha meeting involves an hour of spiritual learning, after
which the second half of the meeting is devoted
to a frozen yogurt trip or an outing to a restaurant. After weeks of sampling churches and fellowships, students can choose a place where
they have found their own. In these clubs, not
only is the soul satisfied, but also friendships
are fostered and relationships are refined. And
as such, Christianity develops from a religion
into a culture, with clubs unifying their members in a way akin to that of the residential college system.
My only problem: What about the rest of us?
The only two other religiously affiliated
clubs on campus are based on Islam and Judaism, respectively. There is no freedom of choice,
no variety in beliefs. If a student does not like
the way the club is structured, so be it. Moreover, those who do not adhere to one of the Big
Three religions are offered no centralized group
at all; Hindus, Buddhists and Sikhs are left on
their own. There are also little to no avenues for
spiritual fulfillment outside of a religious context, either; agnostics and atheists could use a
network as well. Everyone should have the opportunity to explore their spirituality and to be
a part of the unifying culture of faith, whether
they identify with a particular religion or not.
College is often the first time one has the independence to develop one’s beliefs, and it is
necessary that students have a support group to
turn to in trying times.
As the student body, it is up to us to continue embracing the diversity Rice emphasizes
so much. By promoting religious tolerance and
mitigating ignorance, we can ensure all students have a chance to be a part of their own
culture of faith.

Anita Alem is a

Martel College
freshman.

Extend Thanksgiving break so students
can leave to celebrate Thanksgiving
In my past three years at Rice University, I
have never had a class on the Wednesday before
Thanksgiving. According to the academic calendar, classes are still scheduled until 5 p.m. on
that day. As such, many of my friends have not
had their classes canceled; I have been fortunate
because all of my professors have chosen to cancel their lectures. This inconsistency is problematic. It is time for Rice to recognize the prevalence
of this habit and officially cancel all classes on
the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.
A growing majority of professors already plan
on canceling their classes scheduled for the day
before Thanksgiving, and several even include
it on the syllabus they hand out during the first
week of the semester. However, many other professors do not cancel classes until the week before
Thanksgiving when they realize many of their
colleagues have chosen not to have lectures that
day. It is wildly inconvenient for students to have
their class schedule up in the air until November
as they try to make travel plans because the cost
of flights increases drastically as the travel date,
one of the busiest of the year, approaches.
Furthermore, Rice students live farther away
from Houston on average than ever before and
thus need the extra travel time. As it stands now,

students could have class until Wednesday at 5
p.m. and not be able to make it home until the
day of Thanksgiving. This applies to both students taking flights and even Texans with homes
a 12-hour drive away. A travel day would allow
those students to actually spend all of Thanksgiving Day with their families.
As Rice sees an ever-growing number of nonTexan students walking through our Sallyport,
it is imperative that we give these students the
chance to be home with their families for Thanksgiving. The changing demographics of the student body and the rising costs of travel should
make this decision a no-brainer: The university
needs to officially include the Wednesday before
Thanksgiving as a part of Thanksgiving Recess.

Alan Harkins is

a Duncan College
senior.

Administrators should save the
linguistics graduate program
High-level administrators at Rice University
are uttering half-truths to graduate students so
that they stop asking questions about the alleged
review of the linguistics doctoral program. Having gone more than six months with no official
communication regarding the review, I and four
other graduate students in linguistics met with
Provost George McLendon, Dean of Graduate
and Postdoctoral Studies Paula Sanders, and
Dean of Humanities Nicolas Shumway. The meeting, which occurred Oct. 22, was for us a simple
fact-finding mission. What we found instead was
a misrepresentation of facts clearly designed to
portray our faculty as second-string and our program as underperforming.
First, McLendon told us our faculty really
does not have much respect within the field of
linguistics. If the provost is familiar with our
program, he should be aware of the caliber of linguists who regularly recommend Rice’s graduate
program to their students. I, for example, came to
Rice under the recommendation of Bernard Comrie, the director of the Department of Linguistics
at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology. If an endorsement of Rice linguistics
by the Max Planck Institute is not evidence of respect, I do not know what is.
This disconnect between expert opinion
and the provost’s construal of reality is a familiar theme. After all, it was the provost and the
deans who flouted the opinion of experts by
going against the core recommendation of the
external review, which states in bold font, “Our
primary recommendation is to retain the [graduate] program.” It cannot be stressed enough that
this report was written by leaders in the field of
linguistics.
The administrators smeared our faculty
further, claiming that the five of our six faculty
members who are not full professors must not
have been promoted because they are doing poor
work. Shumway in particular used the spooky
number tactic often employed by politicians,
stating that “84 percent” of our faculty members
are not full professors. However, one of those faculty members has not been here long enough to
be considered for tenure, much less full professorship. Two other faculty members have been
at the associate level for well under nine years,
and it is not until at least nine years at the associate level that most professors are considered
for promotion to full. As for the remaining two
professors, the external reviewers had recommended that both be put up for promotion to full

professors based on their satisfaction of the promotion requirements described by McLendon.
Shumway’s reference to “84 percent” was at best
disingenuous, as was the administrators’ reasoning, which is belied by the fact that Sanders herself spent 16 years at the associate level from 1992
to 2008 before rising to the rank of full professor.
Later in the meeting, in an effort to convince
us that our placement rate is not as good as we
think it is, Sanders claimed our doctoral graduates have a job placement rate of “40 percent.” As
the Rice Thresher has already reported, “Of the
31 students [who have received doctorates in linguistics since 2000] for whom information is currently available, 22 are professionals within the
field of linguistics.” The “for whom information
is currently available” portion is a polite reference to the fact that two of the people who have
earned doctorates since 2000 are sadly deceased.
This means that 70 percent of doctoral graduates
since 2000 work in linguistics. Sanders’ misrepresentation of the success our graduates have in
obtaining jobs within the field seems designed to
weaken our willingness to ask tough questions.
McLendon, Sanders and Shumway are ostensibly “reviewing” the doctoral program in linguistics. In the meeting, they claimed they have
not decided what they will recommend for its
future. If that is the case, then why did they so
aggressively try to persuade us that our program
is not up to snuff? Why would highly educated
people rely on such shaky reasoning? They have
clearly made up their minds about what they will
recommend and have spent the last six months
looking for data to fit their argument, rather than
doing their jobs in good faith.
Let’s all demand that Rice administrators,
instead of maligning our faculty members, follow the external reviewers’ recommendations to
maintain and strengthen the linguistics graduate
program.

Bazile Lanneau is

a doctoral student in
linguistics.
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Vote ‘Yes’ on Harris County Prop 2 to save the Astrodome
Transfer students
should be guaranteed
on-campus housing
A resolution to secure on-campus
housing for first-year transfer students
at Rice University was introduced at
the Oct. 21 Student Senate meeting and
amended Oct. 28 to further recommend
increased resources to aid transfer students in making the transition to Rice
(see story, p. 1). The Thresher supports
this resolution and encourages the Student Senate to approve it.
The residential college system is a significant aspect of Rice’s culture and is often a deciding factor in students’ choice
to transfer to Rice. Current housing rules,
however, do not guarantee on-campus
housing for first-year transfer students.
This is problematic for transfer students,
who may already feel outside of the Rice
community, because being off-campus
their first year at Rice severely limits
their opportunities for residential college participation and interaction. There
are always exceptions and those who put
extra effort into becoming part of their
college culture, but in general, living off
campus hinders transfer students’ ability to adapt to the Rice community.
A survey conducted by Rice Transfer
Student Association President Ryan Kim
has shown that a significant portion of
transfer students who must live off campus their first year at Rice do not move on
campus later on. No matter the effort put
in by students, being off campus does
interfere with college-oriented activities
and can restrict the amount of student
interactions people have. This is especially true of colleges with strong floor
culture, where those transfer students
who remain off campus never become
part of this culture.
Rice students take great pride in the
residential college system and the inclusivity it offers to all of its students, yet
transfer students are still left in the margins. Despite not being “new” university
students, transfer students are new to
Rice and should be given the same privileges as all new students.

During my four years in Houston, I have seen
the city grow at an amazing rate. With the growth
of East Downtown, Bayou improvements, additions to the ever-growing skylines, three nearly
completed light-rail lines, a bike share system
and the influx of food trucks, Houston is improving every day. In America’s most diverse city,
there is no shortage of great food, arts, athletics
and events. Houston has all of the components of
a great city, but we are somehow without many
nationally famous landmarks. The multiple skylines are impressive, but not astonishing. The
San Jacinto Monument, the 567-foot tall stone
tower near the Ship Channel, is remarkable, but
most non-natives are unaware that the world’s
tallest column is just 20 miles from downtown.
Moving forward, Houston would benefit from
more historical or iconic landmarks in the center
of the city, and the Astrodome is our strongest
contender. If Harris County voters do not pass a
$217 million bond proposal to renovate the Astrodome, we will lose our most historic structure.
Houston was awarded a Major League Baseball expansion team in the early 1960s on the
condition that a covered stadium be built, something unprecedented at the time. Building the
world’s first domed stadium required numerous
engineering feats and innovations. The result
was a venue deemed “The Eighth Wonder of the
World.” Beneath the iconic ceiling, with radial
translucent panels, was a backdrop previously
unimaginable. Luxury accommodations, including suites, a dining room and a beer garden,
were unparalleled. Spectators were wowed by
the world’s largest scoreboard, which housed
50,000 lights and could display state-of-the-art
animations, including the famous “Home Run
Spectacular.” After a season of struggling to keep
grass alive, the team installed — and helped
make famous — AstroTurf. The stadium led the
way for the many concentric, multipurpose stadiums built all across the country during the 1970s.
From the opening, when Mickey Mantle
christened the stadium with a home run in
front of President Lyndon B. Johnson, the Astrodome hosted America’s biggest entertainers
and sporting events. Elvis, Evel Knievel and the

Editorial Staff

Jackson 5 performed. A World Series, college
basketball’s “Game of the Century” and an NBA
All-Star Game were among the many nationally
televised sporting events. The stadium was host
to the Houston Oilers until the franchise moved
to Tennessee following the 1998 season, and
the Houston Astros until they moved to their
new downtown stadium in 2000. The building
has not hosted an event since the Houston rodeo left in 2003, and it was used as a refuge for
Hurricane Katrina victims in 2005. Since then,
the building has decayed rapidly, suffering from
mold, asbestos and flooding as it awaits funding
and a new purpose.
The fate of the deserted dome became a
pressing issue in May, when it was announced
that the 2017 Super Bowl would take place in adjacent Reliant Stadium. If the bond passes, the
dome would be readied for events complementing the game. If it does not, the dome will likely
come down in a costly implosion. The vision for
the repurposed building is being marketed as
“The Dome” and would make it a world-class
venue to complement the rest of Reliant Park.
After gutting the interior and raising the floor
to ground level, there would be 400,000 square
feet of unobstructed space. The versatile expanse could be configured to host events ranging from large conventions to concerts to major
sporting events — all underneath the historic
ceiling.
In the Astrodome’s first four decades, millions of Americans were able to experience it.
After the repurposing, new generations would
be able to once again enter Houston’s greatest
structure. With the lack of iconic places in Houston, we are in no position to let go of our most
historic building.

Rachel Marcus
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Throughout her two terms as Houston’s mayor, Annise Parker has advanced
the city of Houston in countless ways.
Her recent Complete Streets and Transportation Plan is just one of the many
steps she has taken toward improving
the infrastructure of Houston, and her
efforts to reduce crime and other social
problems are admirable. These improvements, including the expansion of the
METRORail, combined with Parker’s focus on the job market and quality of life,
have helped put Houston back on the
map as a great city in the United States.
In addition to her many achievements
as the mayor of Houston, Parker has the
most city government experience out of
the candidates, and this experience has
already proved important in helping her
make innovative, principled decisions.
Furthermore, as a Rice University graduate and native Houstonian, her devotion
to the Houston community is clear. Parker should be provided the opportunity to
continue her work in improving the city,
and the Rice Thresher therefore endorses her candidacy for mayor of Houston.
Unsigned editorials represent the majority
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the
piece’s author.
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Come hang at our
new Rice Village store and

GET 15% OFF*
with your student ID!
N O W O P E N AT 2 513 U N I V E R S I T Y B O U L E VA R D

* Receive 15% off entire purchase of full price merchandise with a valid student ID. Offer valid only in the Kate Spade Saturday Store in Rice Village from October 30th, 2013 through
December 1st, 2013. Offer not valid online at Saturday.com. To redeem offer, present valid student ID at checkout. Taxes are excluded from discount. Not valid on sale or clearance items
or purchase of gift cards. Not to be combined or used in conjunction with any other offer, discount or promotion. Non-transferable. Not valid for cash. No adjustments to prior purchases
or to purchases made after the end of this sale. If you make a return from your qualifying purchase, you will only be refunded the actual price paid after discount. Offer subject to change.
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The making of A Midsummer
Night’s Dream

GENEVA VEST/THRESHER

A Midsummer Night’s Dream cast members of cast practice fight choreography in Hamman Hall during rehearsal with choreographer Leraldo Anzaldua and director Christina Keefe.

Ellen Trinklein
thresher staff

Memorizing lines, blocking scenes and taking
on the roles of characters are elements of a play that
most casual theatergoers are familiar with. The immense time and effort the crew contributes to a production, however, often remains elusive to people
not involved in the production themselves.
The Department of Visual and Dramatic Arts’
fall 2013 production will be the famous Shakespeare play A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Directed
by Christina Keefe, director of the Rice Theatre Program, this version of the Shakespeare classic will
be performed outdoors and — outside of the crucial
elements of acting and direction — will take advantage of a deft production team to create the setting
that makes the actors’ jobs possible.

Fight Choreography

Every moment of physical comedy and violence
in Dream was choreographed by freelance fight
choreographer Leraldo Anzaldua.
Anzaldua said the fight choreography is used to
enhance stories between various characters.
“Once [the director, production team and I]
decide what story to tell, I find parts of the script
where it talks about physical comedy and violence,” Anzaldua said.
Anzaldua said the entire production will be
chock-full of physical action, in everything from dynamics between two characters to the movements
of the characters themselves.

Dance Choreography

The dances choreographed by Heather Nabors, the assistant director of dance programs
at Rice will complement the fight choreography
throughout the play.
Nabors choreographed the play in a way she
said she hopes will stay true to the characters.
“I try to keep the feeling of a fairy
in light, fluttering, mischievous movement,” Nabors said. “[I try to use] a lot
of hand gestures and things like that.”

Set Design

Production manager and set designer Mark Krouskop designed a his-
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torically influenced set that combines nature and
civilization.
Krouskop, a lecturer in theater design, said he
used inspiration from the script and from Elizabethan stages to plan the set.
“I [ended] up reading the script four, five or six
times because the only thing you have to base the
design off of is the script itself,” Krouskop said.
“[Then] I took pictures of the Globe Theatre and
morphed them.”
Krouskop said that in order to move the production outside, the whole set can be broken
down into 4-foot-by-8-foot modules that can be
reassembled later.

Dramaturge

An often-overlooked component of plays is the
work done by the play’s dramaturge.
Dream dramaturge Grace Weng, a McMurtry College junior, explained her role in the
production.
“I’m the personal Wikipedia of the production,”
Weng, who is majoring in English and in visual and
dramatic arts, said. “At the beginning of the process, I prepared a glossary of older terms and references in the play.”
Weng said her role is particularly important in
this play because of the director’s ambition to make
the play more historically accurate.

Costume Design

Just as set design creates the atmosphere in
which the characters act, costume design assists in
the creation of the characters themselves.
Freelance costume designer Claire Hummel
joined VADA for the second time as costume designer for Dream.
“My job is to help the actor and the audience
recognize a character and differentiate between
characters,”
Hummel
said. “I have to decide

METAL AND
PHOTOGRAPHS

Want to see your average scraps
of iron transformed into powerful sculptures? Interested in how
photographs can force you to examine the roots of religious desire? Want to see both at the same
time? Look no further than the
Jung Center’s exhibitions Scrap
Iron and Severance and Passion at
Broken Hill, which will be on display Nov. 1 - 26. Admission is free.

Jung Center of Houston
5200 Montrose Blvd.
junghouston.org

how to use [costumes] to make [the] social divisions
[between characters] clear.”
Although Hummel designed all the costumes
herself, she was aided in this production by the
work of McMurtry College senior Daniel Burns and
Brown College junior Sarah Normoyle.

Lighting Design

The aesthetics are not complete without
a lighting design that complements the play.
Rice alumnus Dustin Tannahill (Wiess ’12) is
Dream’s lighting designer, a job he said is not be
taken lightly.
“The set and costumes depend on the lights because even the best set can look bad in plain light,”
Tannahill said. “I try to pick colors that will complement the colors used for the set and costumes, and
I program cues that will draw the audience’s attention to the parts of the stage where the director
wants.”

Sound Design

No matter how good a play may look, without
good sound support, it is impossible for actors to
get the play’s message across. This is where Andrew
Harper, a freelance sound designer hired as sound
designer and mixer for Dream, enters the picture.
“[Keefe] wanted the audience to experience
the show from the point of view of Elizabethans,”
Harper said.
Harper said having the performance outdoors
provided an added challenge, and even the ambient sound had to be altered.
“Indoors, I tend to design ambiance to suggest
a setting and time,” Harper said. “Those type of
ambience effects don’t play well outdoors because
I’m competing with nature. Rather than fight it by
trying to compete, my goal is to complement it by
supplementing what is naturally there.”

AUTUMN BAZAAR

If you’re looking to bring some
life to your dorm room with decor, crafts or handmade quilts,
check out the Heights this Saturday, Nov. 2 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for the annual Autumn Bazaar at
St. Andrew’s, which will feature
over 40 vendors selling everything
from jewelry to decor and gourmet
food. Even if you’re not looking to
buy anything fancy, feast your eyes
on the art and your mouth on the
homemade baked goods.

St. Andrew’s in the Heights
(St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church)
1819 Heights Blvd.
saintandrewsepiscopal.org

Projection Design

One unexpected and slightly unusual element
of this production of Dream is the use of projection
to enhance the set.
Projection designer Jake LaViola, a Duncan College senior, said his work involves projecting an image onto a surface. LaViola said that for Dream, he
will be transforming the buildings of Rice into the
buildings of Elizabethan Athens.
“I am projecting my image onto a piece that
connects Lovett Hall to Sewall Hall, on the arches,”
LaViola, who is majoring in mechanical engineering and visual and dramatic arts, said. “We are supposed to be in Athens, so I need to project images
of Athenian architecture onto ours, mostly for the
setting.”
To do this, LaViola uses software to manipulate
images of Athenian arches and columns on those of
Rice itself.

Composer

In addition to sound design, this semester’s
VADA production of Dream will feature original
compositions by Lovett College sophomore and
music composition major Nigel Deane.
Deane said his role includes writing, recording
and training instrumentalists to create the music,
and training the actors. Deane started as early as
July, trying to forget scores that had already been
written for Dream and instead create something reflective of how the play made him feel.
“I tried to relinquish any ties to scores that have
already been written for any production of Dream,”
Deane said. “I instead read through the script,
watched three different movie interpretations of
the play and tried the best I could to allow my own
musical style to respond to the content of the play.”
Deane said his music will feature simple aesthetics unembellished by electronic additions
to the music.

HOUSE PARTY
If one of your Halloween fantasies is to see the undead
wielding electric guitars, then
be sure to check out the band
Here Come the Mummies,
which will be performing at the
House of Blues Friday, Nov. 1
at 8 p.m. Don’t forget to honor
the band’s dedication to the
spirit of Halloween by donning your own disguise — scary
or not — and you could be in
for some cash prizes. Tickets
are $15 for general admission.

House of Blues Houston
1204 Caroline St.
houseofblues.com

SUGAR SKULL
Interested in arts, crafts and
culture? Come out to the
Lawndale Art Center Wednesday, Oct. 30 from 6 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. for a sugar skull-making demonstration that goes
hand-in-hand with the 26th
annual Dia de los Muertos celebration. You can stop by to
see the demonstration of the
sugar skull-making process
free of charge.
Lawndale Art Center
4912 Main St.
lawndaleartcenter.org
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This Week in Entertainment

courtesy activision

Call of Duty: Ghosts
Video Game

The 10th installment in a series that has defined a video game-playing generation begins a new story arc in the
tradition of Modern Warfare, Black Ops and the original
games set in World War II. The new installment takes place
in a dystopian future and features a next-generation engine and customizable multiplayer experience. Available
for Xbox 360, PS3, Wii U and PC.

courtesy INTERscope

by Louis Lesser

Avril Lavigne
Avril Lavigne

courtesy EPIC

Album

The fifth studio album from the Canadian singer-songwriter
features a more pop-oriented sound compared to her previous
release Goodbye Lullaby and includes duets with rock artists
such as her husband Nickelback front-man Chad Kroeger, and
Marilyn Manson. Preceded by singles such as “Here’s To Never
Growing Up,” which peaked inside the top 20 of the Billboard
Hot 100, and “Rock N Roll,” fans of Lavigne should be excited
for a return to the fun music that made Lavigne a recording star.

courtesY CBS films

The Marshall Mathers LP 2
Eminem

Last Vegas

Eminem’s eighth studio album marks the first time he has
ever made a “sequel” to a previous release, let alone his most
critically acclaimed effort, 2000’s The Marshall Mathers LP.
Featuring guest appearances from Rihanna, Skylar Grey, Nate
Ruess and Aftermath label partner Kendrick Lamar, the album
already includes two top 10 hits in “Bezerk” and “Rap God,”
and as evidenced by the sales of his singles, is projected to
have one of the highest sales weeks of the year.

When four best friends in their late 60s decide to throw
a bachelor party in Las Vegas in celebration of one of their
weddings, they try to relive the glory days of their youth, but
Sin City tests their friendship in unusual ways. With an allstar cast that includes Morgan Freeman (Invictus), Michael
Douglas (Behind the Candelabra) and Robert De Niro (Silver
Linings Playbook), this comedy will attract older moviegoers
in droves. PG-13, 108 minutes.

Album
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In Theaters

courtesy summit entertainment

Ender’s Game
In Theaters

Based on the critically acclaimed novel by Orson Scott
Card, this sci-fi action film stars Asa Butterfield (Hugo) as a
young man sent to an elite military school in space to prepare
for an alien invasion. Because the novel has taken decades
to get to the big screen and features a cast that includes Ben
Kingsley (Iron Man 3) and Viola Davis (The Help), anticipation
is running high and the movie should captivate audiences with
its high-tech visuals. PG-13. 114 minutes.

Grown Ups 2
DVD

courtesy COLUMBIA

The sequel to the 2010 comedy, Grown Ups, was yet
another $100 million hit at the box-office this past summer
for Adam Sandler (That’s My Boy), following several recent
misfires. The film reunites a team of comedic heavyweights,
featuring Kevin James (Zookeeper) and Chris Rock (Death At
a Funeral) for another summer-set romp. Bonus features include several behind-the-scenes documentaries and deleted
scenes.
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Two Door Cinema Club promises
to impress at downtown concert
Cathy hu

For the Thresher

Qixuan Huang/Thresher

Kinda Sketchy
draws big laughs

Baker College junior Andrew Stout (left) and Duncan College senior Jake LaViola (right) perform in Rice’s sketch
comedy group Kinda Sketchy’s first show of the year.

Rice Media Center to show
Texas Chain Saw Massacre
Henry Bair

For the Thresher

On Halloween night, the Rice Media Center
will screen The Texas Chain Saw Massacre, with
star Marilyn Burns and screenwriter Kim Henkel in
attendance.
In 1974, The Texas Chain Saw Massacre was
released. It rapidly gained notoriety for its brutal
subject matter, exploitative style and unflinching
realism. Today, the film is recognized as a hallmark
of both independent filmmaking and the modern
horror genre. Directed by Tobe Hooper and written
by Henkel, who has lectured at Rice University in
the past, the film’s defining factor lies not in its excessive gore, but in its gritty authenticity and the
unremitting sense of dread with which it fills its
audiences.
The Thresher recently caught up with Burns
and discussed her experiences with the film during production and after the release.
Thresher: What was your background prior
to the film?
Marilyn Burns: I had been in a few minor roles
in small projects, playing stand-ins and extras,
but not any starring parts. I was at the University
of Texas, Austin at the time. Hooper and Henkel
held a casting call, and after a little talk and a readthrough, I got the part.
Thresher: How did the fact that this was an
independent production affect filming?
Burns: We were all locals. We were kids running around in the wilderness with a chainsaw.
We had no fancy production crew or anything. At
times during filming, I was thinking, “What the
hell am I doing?” It was ridiculous.
Thresher: The chainsaw was real?
Burns: It was. Gunnar Hansen (who played
Leatherface) made carrying the chainsaw look
easy. We did take the blade off, but the chain was
still going, and that chain can cut you just as easily. Come to think of it, it was really dangerous to

have Gunnar chase me through the woods in the
night with a functional chainsaw.
Thresher: Did anyone get hurt?
Burns: Hell yes — all of us. We used real gunpowder in some scenes, and various crew members were injured because of that. In one scene,
they used a real knife on my finger without me
knowing. The cut and the blood looked so real —
because it was — that the filmmakers decided to
use the footage. And there was the hammer. In
the scene where my head is hit with a hammer, if
you thought that was special effects, well, it was
a real hammer. When you see the blood on my
head, it’s real.
Thresher: What was the set like?
Burns: We were not pampered like modern
actors are. We were getting hosed down with Hershey’s chocolate syrup, food coloring and dye. In
the outdoors, all sorts of critters, mosquitoes and
bees were getting stuck to the gunk on me. The
syrup hardened in the sun and formed a sticky
matte on my hair. We didn’t have trailers to rest in.
We didn’t even have chairs. It was horrible. But I
think it added to the film. The misery of the actors
on the set gave the film a certain tone and undeniably made the film look more real.
Thresher: Looking back on it, how does it
feel to be in a cornerstone of film history?
Burns: That movie had more color and history
and rich stories behind it than any other film. You
really couldn’t get any more real than what we did.
All practical effects were done with a 16-mm camera. Due to the rating system, we couldn’t show as
much as we’d have liked to. But I think that was
better. The terror didn’t have to rely on graphic
bloodshed, but instead more on audio cues, suspense and psychological torture. In the end, it was
a phenomenal experience.
The screening of Texas Chain Saw Massacre will
take place 7 p.m. Oct. 31 at the Rice Media Center.
This interview has been edited for
clarity and length.

That feeling of plummeting down a roller
coaster, of not knowing up from down but not
really caring, of adrenaline hitting like a ton of
bricks — that is the feeling of experiencing a Two
Door Cinema Club show. On Tuesday, Nov. 5 at
8 p.m., this Northern Irish band will play at the
Bayou Music Center in Houston. It is a concert
that should not be missed.
Two Door Cinema Club consists of lead vocalist Alex Trimble, lead guitarist Sam Halliday and
bassist Kevin Baird. It quickly achieved tremendous success in the United Kingdom with its 2010
debut album Tourist History, which received the
Choice Music Prize for the Irish album of the year.
Similarly, Two Door Cinema Club’s sophomore album Beacon (2012) debuted at No. 1 on the Irish
Albums Chart.
Both albums have their share of catchy tracks
that showcase the band’s young enthusiasm. By
no means is Two Door Cinema Club forging a new
path for the indie-pop genre, but it is blazing a
trail for itself and accumulating quite the following in the U.K. and beyond.
The band’s repertoire consists of dance-rock
anthems and bouncy guitar lines that have captured the attention of indie-pop aficionados. The
band speaks in short, energy-packed punches,
with each song lasting between two and four minutes. This musical concision caters to fast-paced,
hyperactive audiences.
The temporary rush of blasting Two Door
Cinema Club through headphones and dancing
around a room alone does not compare to the
adrenaline charge of experiencing this band live.
Critics rave that the band’s live performances put
its studio-recorded albums to shame. For many
electropop bands, stepping onstage and leaving
the careful calculation of studio production behind is a recipe for disaster; however, with Two
Door Cinema Club, it is a different story. On stage,
the band comes alive in a dizzying surge of power.
The songs seem faster, the band plays tighter,

Trimble’s voice sounds rawer and the energy level
is higher.
The Beacon World Tour, ongoing since September of last year, is the band’s biggest tour yet.
The Houston show is happening toward the end
of the band’s North American leg of the tour, and
if it is anything like the other shows thus far, it
should not disappoint.
A Consequence of Sound review of the Oct.
9 show in Chicago stated, “Thou shalt not stand
still at a Two Door Cinema Club show.”
At its Chicago show, the Irish trio ripped
through a 17-song set list, composed of songs
from Tourist History and Beacon, in a 70-minute
rush of frantic indie-pop.
Based on set lists from previous shows on
the tour, concertgoers can expect to hear classics from Tourist History like “Undercover Martyn” and “Something Good Can Work” as well
as new hits from Beacon like “Sleep Alone” and
“Sun,” all of which will get a listener’s heart
rate and body jumping. Once the familiar guitar line of “What You Know” breaks through the
sound of screaming fans, even the too-cool-fordancing head-bobbers will not be able to help
dancing along.
The Bayou Music Center is the stage for many
high-profile musical acts that come through
Houston, such as Coldplay and The Killers. Located downtown, this venue is a few blocks from the
Preston Station stop on the METRORail, but consider driving for an easier approach. It is a midsized indoor theater with great sound and light
systems that the audience can appreciate from
any location in the venue, but the experience is
best from up close. Concertgoers who arrive about
an hour before doors open are usually able to get
standing room close to the stage. This is a fittingly
sized and equipped venue for Two Door Cinema
Club; expect bright lights, spot-on acoustics and
a great experience.
Two Door Cinema Club: because everyone
needs a break from being serious, and this concert is that happy-go-lucky, jump-up-and-down,
dance-like-no-one’s-watching fix.
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Soccer vies for
tournament spot
by Luke Samora
Thresher Staff

The Rice University Owls soccer team faced
a doubleheader at home this weekend, winning
one game and tying the other.
Rice played Old Dominion University Oct.
25, winning 5-2. Sophomore forward Lauren
Hughes led the early charge with two goals in
the first 15 minutes to give the Owls the lead.
Sophomore midfielder Jasmine Isokpunwu and
redshirt junior forward Jessica Howard each
added a goal before the half, boosting the Owls’
lead to 4-2; Howard’s goal was her first in two
years. Junior midfielder Gabriela Iribarne scored
the last goal of the night — her fourth this season — to seal the win.
Howard said this win was especially important for the seniors since this was their Senior
Night. She said it was special for her to score in
one of her last regular season games.
“It felt awesome,” Howard said. “I’m so glad
we were able to all be on the field together one
last time. It was an emotional night because this
was our last Friday night regular season game.”
On Oct. 27, the Owls played East Carolina
University to a 2-2 draw, bringing Rice’s conference record to 4-4-1. ECU scored early, taking a 1-0 lead at halftime. Rice scored early in
the second half with sophomore forward Holly
Hargreaves firing back with a goal in the ninth
minute of the second half. After ECU took back
the lead, Hughes scored off a cross from junior
midfielder Quinny Truong to tie the game 2-2.
With the weekend results, the Owls are in
fifth place in Conference USA West. Hoping
to secure a spot in the C-USA tournament, the
Owls will play one last game against Louisiana
Tech University Thursday night; they need a
win over the Bulldogs to have a guaranteed
spot in the tournament. The Owls can also get
in with a tie, but only if University of Texas, San
Antonio loses its game that night.
Head Coach Nicky Adams said she was proud
of the team’s determination to keep on fighting.
She said the Owls’ effort helped keep them in position to play in the C-USA tournament.
“It really shows the character of our kids,”
Adams said. “They’re fighters, and they’ll never
stop. I’m really proud of the team and the attitude they take going into the game.”
The Owls head into this week looking to secure a C-USA tournament berth with a win over
the Louisiana Tech Bulldogs. The Bulldogs are
4-5-0 after coming off a two-game losing streak.
They lost to Colorado College 1-0 in double overtime and lost 2-0 to UTSA in a shutout. A win
against Rice this Thursday would put the Bulldogs above Rice in the C-USA standings, giving
them the spot in the tournament.
Adams stressed the importance of the
upcoming game. She said that if the Owls
win, they will have new life in the conference tournament.
“We got a quick turnaround for [Louisiana
Tech] on Thursday,” Adams said. “It’s going
to be a tough match and will mean a lot for
both teams.”

Marielle Brisbois/Thresher

Redshirt junior wide receiver Jordan Taylor catches a long pass from redshirt senior quarterback Taylor McHargue during Saturday’s game
against the University of Texas, El Paso. The Owls take on the University of North Texas Thursday in a crucial C-USA West divisional matchup.

Rice beats UTEP 45-7 to qualify for bowl
by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

The Rice University football team played
one of its best games of the season with a 45-7
win at home against the University of Texas,
El Paso. With the win, the Owls are now bowleligible for the second straight season. Rice is
looking to attend back-to-back bowls for the
first time since 1961, a span of 52 years.
One of the major plays of the game came
when redshirt sophomore running back Jayson Carter got the first carry of his career in
the fourth quarter. The 4-foot-9-inch player
ran the ball for 1 yard to a standing ovation
from the Rice faithful.
Carter said that even though it was the first
carry of his career, it felt just like any other
play. He said the Owls had run the play multiple times in practice, so he knew what to do.
“Getting on the field was just like getting
on in practice,” Carter said. “We run that play
at least five times within one practice. It was
basically just remembering the fundamentals
and waiting for the snap count.”
Bailiff said Carter deserved the carry. He said
Carter had earned it and that no one could take
it away from such a hard-working individual.

“He has a valuable role on the football
team, as he helps get the defense ready to
play, and he comes over here every day and is
ready for work,” Bailiff said. “He works hard,
and he wants to get treated like one of the
guys. He does when he comes over here.”
Rice faces a short week before a Thursday night showdown in Denton against the
University of North Texas. The Mean Green
are 5-3 this season and 3-1 in Conference USA
play. They are coming off an impressive 55-14
win against the University of Southern Mississippi. UNT has one of the stingiest defenses
in the league, allowing only 58 points in four
conference games.
Bailiff said the offense needs to be ready
Thursday night since UNT’s defense will be aggressive. He said UNT’s defense might be the
best Rice will face in conference play all season.
“[UNT is] top in the conference defensively,” Bailiff said. “They just sound and play extremely hard every snap and are very opportunistic as they wait for you to make a mistake.”
Redshirt junior wide receiver Jordan Taylor
said Bailiff was on point. Taylor said the Owls
will have to be efficient offensively since the
game will not be as easy as Saturday’s game
against UTEP.

“Like [Bailiff] is saying, they have a sound
defense,” Taylor said. “They play hard — the
right way — and they create a lot of turnovers,
so we are going to have to take care of the ball
and start fast. That’s one of the things we will
work on this week. We will have to come out
firing.”
Even though a lot of focus is on the offense,
redshirt senior defensive end Tanner Leland
said the defense needs to continue stepping
up like it has over the past few weeks.
“I think we enjoy being relied upon now,
and expectations are higher defensively,”
Leland said. “It’s not OK to give up so many
points, and there is a sense of urgency defensively where we feel that we need to stop the
offense and do our jobs.”
Bailiff said that unlike previous games, the
Owls have to be on point for all 60 minutes.
He said Rice and UNT are relatively evenly
matched and that this will be a football game
that might not only decide the conference title
race, but also be one to remember.
“We have just got to try to outperform them
for four quarters, and they have a mature football team with a lot of returning starters — as
do we,” Bailiff said. “This is going to be a
great football game.”

Injuries plague powderpuff season
by Nicki Chamberlain-Simon
Thresher Staff

ryan Li/Thresher

Sophomore forward Lauren Hughes
dribbles the ball during Sunday’s match
against East Carolina University.

For many students at Rice University, powderpuff is more than just a game. Every week,
women across campus strap on their flags and
battle for their respective residential colleges
alongside coaches, spectators, water boys,
referees and cheerleaders. However in addition to the fun and competition, injuries are
taking a toll on players across campus.
Based on interviews with players and
coaches from each powderpuff team, there
have been 18 reported injuries that have prevented players from participating in at least
one game or practice. Injuries have ranged
from concussions and sprained ankles to torn
ligaments and broken bones.

Rice Emergency Medical Services Captain
Patrick McCarthy said he has not noticed a significant change in injuries from last year to the
current year.
“The powderpuff-related injuries have
been pretty typical in frequency and severity,” McCarthy, a Baker College senior, said.
“If anything has changed, it’s the higher
number of calls.”
While there are limitations to the amount of
contact permitted on the field, the female-only
version of flag football allows for more contact
than the intramural flag football teams.
According to the rules of powderpuff at
Rice, “Legal blocking is from the shoulders
to the waist. Receivers may be hit once by
one defender within 5 yards of the line of
scrimmage.”

Sid Richardson College senior Rachel Tenney
said she had to leave her role as quarterback after
dislocating her thumb in warm-ups. Tenney said
she did not think the rules were the cause of the
injuries.
“When talking to most people about their injuries, they are mainly freak situations that can’t
be prevented by a change of rules,” Tenney said.
“[The injuries] happened because [the players]
took a bad step when trying to juke, ran a route
and mistakenly ran into another player, caught
a finger on flags, or there are injuries like mine
which happened in warm-ups.”
One of the most common injuries for powderpuff players is a torn anterior cruciate ligament.
According to powderpuff players and coaches, four
women have torn their ACLs so far this season.
0see ppuff, page 15
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Volleyball drops home match to UNT
by Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

Rice University women’s volleyball lost 3-1
to the University of North Texas last weekend.
With the loss, Rice’s conference record is now
3-6 with five games left on the schedule. Next
weekend, the team will travel to Florida to play
Florida Atlantic University and Florida International University.
Head Coach Genny Volpe said sloppy mistakes
prevented the team from winning last weekend.
She said that while both teams played well, the
Owls’ miscues ultimately cost them the game.
“We just made some errors at key times,” Volpe said. “It was a battle all afternoon, with both
teams showing signs of greatness. I just think the
timing of our errors [was] key, especially in the
third set. Winning that set was key, and we came
up short.”
Florida Atlantic, Rice’s next opponent, has a
record of 1-7. FIU has a record of 4-7. Volpe said
the Owls will work on game-like situations in
practice to prepare for these games. She said she
hopes that by simulating the feel of an actual
game, the team will be better suited for circumstances that arise in the future.
“We are going to play a lot of game-like situations, and I think in doing that, we will handle
some of those situations better in the future,”
Volpe said.
Volpe said the last leg of the conference schedule can be challenging because of the increase in
injuries and the added stress of schoolwork.
“I think all teams are going to be challenged
with fatigue and school getting very hectic,”
Volpe said.
Despite these struggles, Volpe said Rice
hopes to take advantage of the upcoming games
against teams with weak records. Neither Florida
Atlantic nor FIU has had much more success
than Rice. She said the Owls completely believe
in their ability to win these matches and are still
aiming high. They are looking to win the Conference USA tournament.
“We believe 100 percent that we can still
reach our goal of representing C-USA in the

Ryan Li/Thresher

Junior volleyball player Jillian Humphrey goes to spike the ball against the University of North Texas over the weekend. Rice is now 3-6 in Conference USA play with five games remaining. The Owls travel to Florida this weekend to play Florida Atlantic and Florida International.
NCAA tournament by winning the tournament
championship,” Volpe said. “We know we
have the talent.”
Volpe said the team needs to decrease the
number of errors it makes in order to gain more

victories. If the team can clean up its mistakes
and remain undiscouraged by past failures, it
will be in good shape.
“I think the challenge for us will be to focus on one game at a time and remember that

what has happened in the past just doesn’t
matter anymore,” Volpe said. “We have five
conference games left and then the C-USA
tournament. The only thing that matters is
winning it.”
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Rice sweeps swim meet

Cherry Dong/Thresher

A Rice swimmer gets ready to jump off the starting board at the Rice Swim Invitatonal over
the weekend at the Recreation Center competition pool. The Owls won 14 of the 18 events.

PPUFF
from page 13
Dawn Stuckey, the head athletic trainer
for the Rice women’s soccer team, said ACL
tears are not an uncommon injury for sports
with a lot of back-and-forth movement.
Stuckey, who has worked with both the
soccer team and the women’s basketball
team, said the Owls have already had two ACL
tears this year on their 25-person soccer team.
“The highest rate of injury is going to be
in basketball, soccer and, say, powderpuff
football, where you either have cleats on
or you’re back-and-forth cutting,” Stuckey
said. “Quick motions with cutting and planting are going to have the highest incidences
of injury.”
Stuckey said the risk of an ACL tear is
even greater for females who are petite,
have inadequate hamstring and quadriceps
strength, and have not warmed up properly.

SPORTS
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According to Stuckey, female athletes in general are more highly disposed to knee injuries
because females’ wider-set hips put more
pressure on their knees. Stuckey said providing more on-site resources could be a good
source of injury prevention.
“A lot of intramural sports at Rice are a
pretty big deal, and a lot of schools are starting to go toward hiring an athletic trainer for
intramurals ...,” Stuckey said. “It would cost
a lot of money, but it wouldn’t be a bad idea
to try to petition for more sports care or even
have an athletic trainer on-site for games.”
Tenney said she was unable to write with
her dominant hand for a week and is currently undergoing a three-month hiatus from
contact sports, but she continues to support
her college from the sidelines.
“I still try to make it to powderpuff practices and definitely still attend all of the
Sid games, so I definitely do still believe in
powderpuff as a great and fun thing,” Tenney said.
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The Backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For comments or questions, please email ajw3@rice.edu or purple@rice.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS @rice.edu
WANTED
Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay rate is $20
to $32 per hour. Flexible schedules. We provide all training, all training is paid, and we
pay for travel. Email your resume to rice-jobs@
testmasters.com.
Tutors Needed Immediately! Rice Alum hiring
tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/High School
Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Humanities.
Reliable transportation required. Pay $20-40/
hr based on experience. Contact 832-428-8330
and email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com

I’m looking for a part time personal assistant,
which I’m going to be paying $600 each week. If interested, contact kristanbrown111@gmail.com Asap.
ADVERTISING

We accept display and classified advertisements. The
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take
responsibility for the factual content of any ad. Printing
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.
Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager
713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

Rice prof framed for kinky triple homicide in
Murder in the Molten Sea. Available now on
Kindle and Nook for only 99 cents!
CLASSIFIEDS
1–40 words
41–80 words
80–120 words

$20
$40
$60

Cash, check or credit card payment must
accompany your classif ied advertisement , which must be received by 12 p.m.
on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail
Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5
The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions
P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892
Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

