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What are you doing 
for spring break?

The Thresher interviews Cuban 
film director Miguel Coyula.

Women’s soccer hopes for a win 
after two losses this weekend.

Connie Wang encourages students 
to attend an ASB trip this year.

The football team 
improves its 

chances for a bowl 
game with a 45-19 

win over NMSU.see Ops p. 2 See Sports p. 9 see A&E p. 6

Soccer aims to 
rebound

Community 
focuses on 
satefy at NOD

by NatalIe KooNCe
ThResheR Staff

This Saturday, Oct. 26, crowds 
of people wearing underwear 
and not much else will flood the 
Wiess College Commons.

The occasion: Night of Deca-
dence, Rice University’s famous 
Halloween lingerie party. As re-
ported in the Oct. 9 issue of the 
Thresher, the party’s theme this 
year is “196NOD: Come Together, 
Right Now (All) Over Me.”

The Wiess socials could not 
be reached for comment regard-
ing the theme or preparations for 
the event.

According to Rice legend, the 
inaugural NOD occurred in the 
early 1970s when Wiess students 
poured all their alcohol into a 
tub and mixed it together; since 
then, the party has grown from 
a small, impromptu gathering of 
Wiessmen to a campuswide tra-
dition featuring a different ris-
que theme every year.

In light of last year’s negative 
publicity following the hospi-
talization of 11 partygoers, Rice 
Emergency Medical Services has 
rethought the location of its tri-
age area, according to REMS Cap-
tain Patrick McCarthy.

“After consulting with physi-
cians who specialize in the medi-
cal management of large events, 
we realized that our new position 
would facilitate better patient 
flow and assessment, as well as 
allow easier access if an ambu-
lance crew is needed,” McCarthy, 
a Baker College senior, said.

According to McCarthy, REMS’ 
primary goal is always safety for 
everyone involved.

“The general idea behind pro-
viding medical care at NOD is to 
quickly and efficiently triage pa-
tients and provide them with the 
appropriate level of care,” Mc-
Carthy said. “Regardless of the 
alcohol policy changes, our job 
remains the same: to keep stu-
dents and visitors safe.”

Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson said he expects par-
tygoers to respect university 
policy and cooperate with safety 
officials at the party. 

“A large number of students 
work very hard to make this event 
fun and safe,” Hutchinson said. 
“We expect every member of the 
community to cooperate with 
these student leaders, as well as 
[with] RUPD and REMS, to sup-
port these efforts and to comply 
with university policy and state 
law. On all occasions, all students 
are expected to take care of each 
other and to make choices which 
are reasonable, responsible and 
respectful.”

NOD’s reputation for unre-
strained debauchery and some-
times-excessive intoxication does 
not appeal to everyone.

0see NOD, page 3

Wiess College junior Nkemji Nweke and McMurtry College sophomore Clayton Hiebert paint Sparky, the 
paper mache penis that will make its debut at Wiess’ annual public party, Night of Decadence.

Preparing for 
Night of Decadence

Rice announces new student center director

Linguistic graduate program faces elimination

by Wesley Chou
ThResheR Staff

Director of Student Activities 
Kate Abad will be the director of Rice 
University’s newly merged Student 
Center and Office of Student Activi-
ties, according to Associate Dean of 
Undergraduates and Director of Mul-
ticultural Affairs Catherine Clack.

Abad, now the director of Student 
Center and Student Activities, said 
she is excited to take on the new po-
sition and to continue working with 
students.

“It’s a great opportunity to ex-
plore the synergy between the two 
offices,” Abad said. “I hope students 
will feel the Student Center is sup-
portive of their activities and efforts.”

Clack said previous Director of the 
Student Center Boyd Beckwith, who 
is now the director of Georgia State 
University’s student center, resigned 
July 29, prompting the Student Cen-
ter to post a job listing seeking a new 
director. Clack said 20 candidates ap-
plied during the 30 days the listing 
remained online.

Student Association President 

Yoonjin Min said she and Gradu-
ate Student Association President 
Michael “Goat” Domeracki were 
the student representatives for the 
search committee responsible for 
recommending a new director, which 
was chaired by Director of First Year 
Programs Shelah Crear.

“[Domeracki] and I were part of 
the committee that was supposed to 
consider the qualities we want in a 
Student Center director, read applica-
tions, choose applicants to interview, 
conduct phone interviews and select 

by ChRIsteN SpaRago
News EdItoR

The linguistics graduate pro-
gram is currently under review, 
and applications will not be ac-
cepted for the 2014-15 academic 
year, according to Paula Sanders, 
Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Studies.

Sanders declined to comment 
on how long admissions will be 
suspended and said the adminis-
tration cannot provide any further 
information while the review is in 
progress.

A 30-year endowment may have 
been erroneously linked to the 
graduate program, according to 
former linguistics department chair 
Nancy Niedzielski. The endowment 
was from the Dolores E. Mitchell 
Fund and spanned 1982 to 2012.

“The linguistics graduate [pro-
gram] was founded 30 years ago; at 
that time, there was a sum of money 
endowed to the university, and part 
of that money went to the linguis-
tics program,” Niedzielski, an asso-
ciate professor of linguistics, said. 
“I am finding it highly coincidental 
that the money ended in 2012, and 

now we are hearing that we are a 
problematic department.”

Niedzielski said she requested 
the graduate program’s first exter-
nal review last year when she began 
to suspect the program might be cut 
when the funding expired.

“I have five years of emails from 
members of the upper administra-
tion saying that there was no reason 
to be concerned and that the money 
was not being linked to the gradu-
ate linguistics program,” Niedziel-
ski said. “But as 2012 approached, 
that story began to shift, and I be-
gan to worry. I was sure of our de-

partment’s value, so I requested an 
external review.” 

Sanders informed then-incom-
ing graduate student in linguis-
tics Jonas Wittke that Howard H. 
Hughes Provost George McLendon 
had initiated an internal review 
of the program in an April 2, 2013 
email. This email stated that the 
review would take place during the 
fall 2013 semester.

“The purpose of internal reviews 
of graduate programs is to assess 
their overall health and to make 
recommendations about the strategic 
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To The Editor,
I wanted to take the time to address last 

week’s editorial about the Hoot. As both the 
general manager and a customer of the Hoot, I 
completely sympathize with the Thresher’s feel-
ings concerning our hot food sales. It is a huge 
disappointment when you make the effort to go 
to the Hoot only to find no hot-food awaiting 
your purchase.

I started as general manager last winter for 
operations through the spring and fall 2013 
semesters. As a manager and employee at the 
Hoot, I had continuously been told that the 
Hoot must be a sell-out business in order to be 
sustainable and profitable. Previous manage-
ment teams did not have the resources to collect 
data on historical hot food sales.

It was only in fall 2012 that the Hoot had 
the resources to organize and keep track of our 
daily orders and sell-out times via tablet tech-
nology and Google Docs. When we opened for 
spring 2013 after management changeover, we 
were under-ordering in order to avoid losses 
from over-ordering — an issue in the past — and 
because no solid information from the past year 
had a figure for the correct amount of hot food 
to order for a sell-out time around 12:45 a.m., 
which we believe is a reasonable time. We con-

tinued to increase our orders carefully, trying to 
find and record the ideal amount. This semes-
ter, we have last year’s information on hot food 
sales stored in spreadsheets, so we now know 
generally how demand changes throughout the 
semester.

We are working our hardest to find a bal-
ance between maintaining a profitable business 
model while providing students with hot food 
into the Hoot’s later hours of operation. The 
Hoot’s management team feels just as frustrated 
as our customers when we run out of food early 
in the night.

As the Hoot is only in its fourth year of op-
eration, I ask students to be patient and under-
stand that our management team is learning, 
adjusting and growing into the business. We 
put hard work and passion into creating the 
best experience for our customers, and I want-
ed to write this letter to the editor to provide a 
larger explanation for why we run out of food 
on some nights. If students keep supporting the 
Hoot and our mission, we can continue working 
toward improving our operations for all of you.

 
Mattie Pena
The Hoot General Manager
Martel College junior

Decison to promote 
Kate Abad will 

benefit students
The Thresher would like to con-

gratulate former Director of Student 
Activities Kate Abad on her new posi-
tion as Director of Student Center and 
Activities. Abad is an excellent choice 
for this newly created position given 
her background at Rice.

Abad has experience working with 
the Student Association and student 
organizations, both of which are inti-
mately tied to the use of the Rice Me-
morial Center and Ley Student Center 
as a whole — hosting SA meetings and 
the myriad of events, sales and meet-
ings involved with the clubs and orga-
nizations on campus. 

Former Director of the Student 
Center Boyd Beckwith played a criti-
cal role in advising student-run busi-
nesses, and it is important that Abad 
continue to emphasize this aspect of 
the student center director’s position. 
SRBs provide significant benefits to 
the Rice community as a whole; the 
availability of advising resources to 
these organizations helps facilitate 
these businesses’ success.

Abad is familiar with the needs of 
the student body and thus comes to 
the position with a special insight into 
changes that need to be made. The 
Thresher hopes this prior knowledge 
will help begin a period of improve-
ment in the student center, either in 
terms of allocation of space or in reno-
vations of the building itself.

Students should     
respect safety while 

enjoying NOD
Wiess College’s annual Night of 

Decadence is this Saturday. In light 
of the extreme media coverage of the 
event last year, the Thresher encour-
ages students not to hold back on con-
tacting emergency medical services 
or other help if they feel it is needed. 
Despite any negative fallout from last 
year’s event, the safety and well-being 
of our fellow Owls should always be 
the No. 1 priority. 

Changes to this year’s event geared 
toward improving its safety appear 
positive. Wiess College is taking extra 
safety measures to help NOD be as fun 
and safe as possible, and REMS has 
reimagined its triage area in order to 
better serve students and get them nec-
essary aid as efficiently as possible. In 
order for these measures to be effective, 
students must respect the party’s secu-
rity plan and the instructions of stu-
dent security officials, REMS and Rice 
University Police Department officers.

Students should also remember 
that under the new alcohol policy, 
consumption of hard alcohol is not 
permitted on Saturday night and the 
early morning hours on Sunday; this 
restriction applies to students of all 
ages. All students should abide by 
this policy, especially on a night that 
is rather infamous for alcohol-related 
issues and violations.

NOD is a beloved tradition at Rice, 
and we should all do our best to keep 
it thriving for future years by being 
safe, responsible and respectful.

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.
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I am lucky. I ate breakfast this morning and am 
not worried about when I will eat again. I am not 
worried about how I will get to my professor’s of-
fice on the third floor of Keck Hall. Should I need 
mental or physical health treatment, Rice Univer-
sity’s Wellbeing Office and the world-class Texas 
Medical Center are mere minutes from where I eat 
and sleep. Growing up, I had access to a quality 
education and positive role models who pushed 
me to reach my potential. I am a citizen of a coun-
try of wealth and opportunity. I am lucky.

I know I can only afford these luxuries be-
cause of the lucky circumstances of my birth, and 
I know there are many who cannot. Like many 
Rice students, I have often turned to civic en-
gagement as a tool to level the inequalities I care 
about. In high school, I volunteered at countless 
events and fundraised for a host of charitable 
causes, including Rotary International’s Interact, 
the Red Cross and Key Club.

While those causes are certainly worthwhile, 
Alternative Spring Breaks cultivate another level 
of engagement entirely. My experiences with this 
program have changed my definition of civic en-
gagement altogether and have helped me to un-
derstand inequality and social justice more accu-
rately and comprehensively.

An ASB consists of pre-trip education about 
the specific social issue the trip is built around, 
impactful service during the trip, and post-trip re-
orientation at Rice and in Houston. While all three 
components are important, it is the direct service 
that is often the most memorable for participants. 
Students should be a part of immersive service if 
they have never done so — nothing can compare 
to the experience. It is full exposure to a social 

issue up close and personal 24 hours a day for a 
week. Going on an ASB is an extraordinary oppor-
tunity to experience, discuss, and understand the 
underlying roots of a social issue and what limita-
tions still stand in the way of change outside of a 
classroom or a textbook.

ASBs are not just quick and easy ways to do 
good, and they are certainly not just vacations 
with service built in as a justification for the trip; 
they are pieces of a global movement. They involve 
active citizens from all walks of life who believe 
social change is both possible and necessary. In 
2010, 72,000 students from over 153 schools in the 
United States participated in alternative breaks, 
providing valuable direct service. Those who 
participated left the programs as individuals who 
are now more informed and conscientious about 
relevant social issues in today’s world and as new 
members of the club of active citizens who have 
already taken the first steps to understanding and 
improving different forms of inequality in society. 

As Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a 
small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing 
that ever has.”

Join the movement today. 
Apply and learn more about specific trips at 

cic.rice.edu/asb. The application submission dead-
line is 5 p.m. Oct. 28. 

Join an ASB to help others and yourself

Connie Wang   is 
a Duncan 
College junior.

Letter to the Editor:

On Sept. 12, 1962, United States President 
John F. Kennedy famously declared at Rice Uni-
versity: “We choose to go to the moon in this de-
cade and do the other things, not because they 
are easy, but because they are hard.” This state-
ment inspired this year’s TEDxHouston theme 
and location on Rice’s campus. However, be-
sides its focus on “the other things,” something 
else was very different this time. While Kennedy 
spoke to a crowd of 30,000 members of the Rice 
and Houston communities, at TEDxHouston, 
there was a lack of both.

TED’s application process to earn a spot in 
the audience helps select a passionate, involved 
crowd, but its $100 ticket price also ensures there 
is another determinant in play: financial means. 
While it is understandable that ticket costs must 
reflect the cost of running the event, it is also 
undeniable that this price excludes a significant 
portion of the Houston and Rice community. 
Furthermore, to host the conference at Rice and 
not offer opportunities for actual Rice students to 
enter the event does not seem right. Our students 
surely have some “Ideas Worth Spreading.” There 
is the woman who is changing the face of literacy 
in Africa, the group of students who created a 
startup accelerator and the engineering team that 
recently built a robotic arm. And these are just a 
handful of our undergraduates. 

I have seen the power of TED talks in the lives 
of others and my own. For that reason, I applied to 
TEDxHouston as soon as I heard about it and was 
accepted, only to discover the ticket price, which 
I could not afford as a student. After emailing the 
TEDxHouston curators several times about volun-

teering or other potential student opportunities, I 
finally received a short response: “Rice is working 
on setting up a free simulcast event separate from 
TEDxHouston at the School of Humanities.”

Students did not have a chance to interact 
with the speakers or audience — they were able 
only to watch the talks on a screen at a separate 
location halfway across campus. There were so 
many small ways TEDxHouston could have in-
volved Rice students. Examples include an essay 
contest in which the top three writers win tickets 
to the event, a chance for students to have a meet-
and-greet with one of the speakers or featuring a 
student presenter.

Perhaps what upsets me the most is this 
missed opportunity for both Rice University and 
TEDxHouston. The possible cross-pollination of 
ideas or exciting conversations that could have 
taken place and even catalyzed collaboration be-
tween students and other Houstonians simply did 
not happen. Instead, after such an inspiring event 
was hosted on our campus without us, all we can 
say from the outside is: “Thanks for coming to 
campus. The pictures look nice.”  

I sincerely hope that next year, besides dis-
cussing “the other things,” TEDxHouston will 
also include the other people.

Jennifer  Ding   is 
a Baker College 
junior.

TEDxHouston should have included students
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The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Oct. 7-18.

Residential Colleges
Baker College
McMurtry College
Brown College
McMurtry College

Other Buildings
Continuing Studies
George R. Brown Hall

Other Locations
Engineering Quad
Entrance 3
Entrance 27
South College Lot
Greenbriar Lot
Laboratory Road
West Lot

Oct. 7
Oct. 10
Oct. 12
Oct. 15

Oct. 7
Oct. 7

Oct. 11
Oct. 12
Oct. 13
Oct. 13
Oct. 18
Oct. 18
Oct. 18

Theft of bicycle
Liquor law violation
Public intoxication
Theft 

Theft
Theft

Liquor law violation
Public intoxication
Public intoxication
Trespassing
Theft
Warrant arrest
Theft

Rice discontinues new 
National Merit awards

by Andrew Ta
News Editor

The National Merit Scholarship Finalists in 
this year’s incoming class were the first to not be 
offered National Merit Scholarships funded by 
Rice University since the program’s inception at 
Rice, according to Vice President of Enrollment 
Chris Munoz. The $1,000 scholarship, renewable 
annually, is no longer listed as a possible merit 
scholarship on Rice’s website. Students who 
matriculated in previous years and received the 
scholarship will continue to receive it for their re-
maining years at Rice, according to information 
available on Esther.

“This year, there are over 100 [students] in the 
entering class that are National Merit Finalists,” 
Munoz said. “We still have National Merit award 
students. There are three different funding sources: 
the first is corporations, the second is the National 
Merit Scholarship Foundation and the third is col-
leges. [Rice is] no longer providing a college one.”

Munoz said the discontinuation of the Rice-
funded National Merit Scholarship was con-
sidered for multiple years and was ultimately 
carried out because the criteria for awarding 
the scholarship were not representative of how 
Rice recognized merit among its students.

“It’s too one-dimensional,” Munoz said. 
“Awarding a scholarship merely on the basis of 
how well a student scored when they took a test 
when they were a junior in high school isn’t really 
who we are. When we admit a student, [it’s] on 
the basis of holistic review, which includes their 
academic performance in high school, the rigor 
of the courses [they] took and their test scores. 
But there are other parts of the variables based 
on how the students present themselves and 
what other attributes they would bring to Rice. 
It’s multidimensional.”

Munoz said typical incoming classes con-
tained 80 to 100 National Merit Finalists and that 
many of those students received financial awards 
from other sources and scholarships.

 “That’s $400,000 to $500,000 dollars over 
four years we would be able to reallocate,” Mu-
noz said. “[Cost] was a factor, but the biggest [fac-
tor] that drove the discontinuation was … [that] 
we were using Rice dollars just to recognize stu-
dents for doing well on a single test.”

According to Munoz, the money saved from 
the discontinuation would be allocated to other 
scholarships, both need- and merit-based.

“Over the last five years, Rice has increased 
[its] profile of students in terms of socioeconomic 
status,” Munoz said. “Rice is known to have a 
significant portion [of its students] from low-eco-
nomic backgrounds. These dollars can be used 
for need-based aid.”

Munoz said he believes the decision to stop of-
fering college-sponsored National Merit Scholar-
ships will not disadvantage Rice in comparison to 
its peer institutions.

“Not very many [of the] universities that stu-
dents who apply to Rice would be considering 
have [college-sponsored] National Merit Scholar-
ships,” Munoz said. “We were the exception.”

Duncan College junior Jordan Bley said he felt 
the lack of a college-sponsored National Merit 
Scholarship at Rice would discourage applicants 
from choosing Rice.

“I feel like the presence of scholarships tends 
to play at least a partial role in where high-achiev-
ing students elect to pursue their undergraduate 
degrees,” Bley said. “Many gifted students [take 
the PSAT, and] it’s a well-established fact that 
top-tier schools like Rice are expensive. For many 
students, the scholarships they receive ultimately 
determine where they spend the next four years. 
Eliminating a scholarship could be detrimental to 
the ideal student for Rice.”

Brown College freshman John King said 
that while he was surprised when he learned 
he would not be offered a Rice-sponsored Na-
tional Merit Scholarship, it did not affect his 
choice to attend.

“The money they used to give out wasn’t a 
great enough sum to make Rice competitive with 
some other schools I applied to in terms of schol-
arship money,” King said. “The other things I 
loved about Rice couldn’t be tarnished by having 
to pay an extra 4 percent or so.”

Jones College freshman Andrew Chen said the 
important point was that the money went toward 
other scholarships.

“I don’t think it’s that big a deal since the mon-
ey is just being used for other scholarships,” Chen 
said. “Some people might complain that they de-
serve money for their hard work, … but that can 
be said for everyone who goes to Rice.”

A Sewall Hall reroofing project is stalled due to a delay in the de-
livery of new skylights. Manager of Communications for FE&P Su-
sann Glenn and Facilities Project Manager Joe Buchanan said the 
skylights should arrive by the end of the month.

Sewall Hall
Construction

by Anita Alem
Thresher Staff

The Student Association unveiled its reno-
vated website Oct. 7, according to SA President 
Yoonjin Min.

 “We’ve been thinking a lot about how to 
be more transparent and more accessible this 
year, and we feel that a website, if it’s done cor-
rectly, is a great resource for people,” Min, a 
Jones College senior, said. “We didn’t feel that 
our previous website had those capabilities.”

The new website, still located at sa.rice.edu, 
features the SA’s current projects, its members 
and ways of getting involved, as well as event 
promotions and Vines. 

The site also provides direct ways for stu-
dents to offer their opinions and concerns via 
an online forum. A new Gantt Project Tracker 
allows students to see the progress on the SA’s 
different ventures.

External Vice President Ravi Sheth said he 
worked extensively on renovating the site and 
that his goal in creating the site was to benefit 
the student body as much as possible.

“We feel that the website is now a great way 
to communicate and spread information to the 
undergraduate body,” Sheth, a Martel College 
junior, said. “We would certainly appreciate 
any input to improve in that regard.”

The site also provides a new online petition 
system. According to the site, the SA will guar-
antee a written response from an appropriate 
Rice University administrator if any petition 
gets at least 250 student signatures.

Min said the creation of the petition system 
was sparked partly by the response to the park-
ing petition started by Duncan College junior 
Laurel Bingman earlier this year. 

“[The parking petition] was a really good 
way students were showing what they were 
passionate about,” Min said. “However, 
students were sending it to their friends 
via Facebook, and it didn’t reach as many 
students as it could have. Since [the SA is] 
a centralized group on campus, we can use 
our reach to involve more students [in the pe-
tition process].”

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
said petitions have not been necessary in the 
past because students with concerns have al-
ways been able to access administrators such 
as himself and President David Leebron.

“My reaction is that this is neither good nor 
bad, but unnecessary,” Hutchinson said. “It’s 
not necessary to go through the difficulty of 
the petition process to be heard .... There are 
maybe more efficient ways to communicate. I 
don’t know what would motivate the start of a 
petition as opposed to a normal communica-
tion process.”

Hutchinson said he encourages interaction 
from students via email and emphasized that 
there are many avenues for their voices. He 
said it may be easier for students to approach 
him or the SA directly with their concerns, as 
opposed to filling out a petition.

“Even if I get a petition from 250 students, 
my response will be ‘How do other students 
feel about this?’ because 250 students is less 
than 10 percent of the student body,” Hutchin-
son said. “The SA is a centralized view of the 
student body, and that’s why it is a more effec-
tive communication vehicle.”

Brown College sophomore Eric Yin said he 
did not know about the new SA website or the 
petition system. 

“I’ve never really looked for the SA web-
site,” Yin said. “There’s been no reason for 
me to, and I never really hear about the effects 
of the SA in daily life. [The petition system] 
sounds like something that if I knew about pre-
viously, I would use.”

According to Min, the goal of the petition 
system is not to increase the number of peti-
tions the administration receives, but to provide 
students with another avenue for advocacy.

“If a lot of students want to [advocate 
through] petitions, that’s awesome,” Min said. 
“And if it doesn’t really take off and we only 
see petitions once a semester, that’s fine, too. 
It’s really about giving students the ability to 
say that they care about something or they find 
issue with something and being able to put it 
down and communicate it to the student body 
and the administration.”

SA renovates website to 
increase transparency

Jones College sophomore Sofi Hebert said 
she does not plan on attending.

“I have friends who love going to NOD, and 
it’s a lot of fun brainstorming potential cos-
tumes with them, but it’s personally not for 
me,” Hebert said.

Sid Richardson College President Caitlin 
Devereaux said her college would again be 
hosting Night of Innocence, an alternative 
to NOD. NOI will take place during the same 
times and is designed for those not interested 
in drinking.

“The people setting [NOI] up this year are 

the same from the past two years,” Devereaux 
said. “[The event is] a movie marathon in your 
[pajamas] with some baked goods from 10 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. [It’s] usually Disney movies.”

There are still many students looking for-
ward to the party despite its polarizing nature.

Brown College freshman Claudia Kann said 
she is eager to experience her first NOD.

“I’m excited to be a part of this Rice tradi-
tion,” Kann said. “It seems like a real bonding 
experience.”

Martel College senior Kenneth Misner said 
he has attended in past years and is ready for 
one last NOD.

“For better or worse, NOD never disap-
points,” Misner said.

applicants for in-person interviews,” Min said. 
“The search was called off due to [a] lack of quali-
fied candidates.”

Clack said that after the committee ended its 
search, combining the Student Center and Stu-
dent Activities was the logical step due to the two 
offices’ similar physical setting.

“When we decided to merge the [Student Cen-
ter and Student Activities] together, we realized 
that [Abad] could take on those responsibilities 
very quickly and manage it beautifully,” Clack 
said. “Plus, she has a staff that is so good that 
they’re going to be able to bring her up to speed 
very quickly anyways.”

According to Clack, both the initial search for 
a new Student Center director and the decision to 
promote Abad were made by various administra-
tive officials and included student representation.

“While the final decision was ultimate-
ly made by [Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson], he and I also talked with both the 
presidents of the SA and GSA as well,” Clack 
said. “We then talked to Crear, who headed the 
search committee, and [Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Housing and Dining] Mark Ditman. 
After we got permission from [Hutchinson] to 
go forward, we … asked the [Student Center 
staff] if they had any concerns, just to make 
sure that everybody was happy. And so far, ev-
eryone has been delighted.”

Clack said Abad already has ample interac-
tion with the student body.

“Student Activities covers all campuswide 
clubs, the SA and GSA advising, and leader-
ship,” Clack said. “Leadership Rice is Abad’s 
program, as well as Women LEAD and Lunch 
and Leads.”

Clack said that while Abad will still contrib-
ute to Student Activities, a new job search will 
be conducted to help smooth Abad’s transition 
into her new position.

“We’re going to hire an associate director of 
student activities to take on some of the duties 
that [Abad’s] going to have to vacate in taking 
on directing the Student Center,” Clack said. “A 
timeline is not yet clear, but I imagine that the 
search for associate director will start some-
time in January.”

The Hoot General Manager Mattie Pena said 
that despite not having a Student Center direc-
tor working closely with student-run business-
es during the search process, the center still 
functioned smoothly. 

“Beckwith’s departure was definitely a loss 
for the Hoot, as his presence has been a part 
of our business,” Pena, a Martel College junior, 
said. “The Hoot will miss him, but we know he 
had a great opportunity to use his skills else-
where. The Hoot is grateful for our advisers 
[Student Center Assistant Director for Market-
ing] Erin Willey and [Student Center Assistant 
Director for Student Businesses] Kerim Davis, 
who helped make this transition easier for ev-
eryone involved.”

0RMC 
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Thief steals student’s 
laptop in Craigslist scam

by Zara Khan
Thresher Staff

Hopeful of receiving a good deal on software, 
one Rice University student instead received the 
shock of watching someone steal his laptop in 
broad daylight.

According to Rice University Police Depart-
ment Sgt. Gary Spears, the student, who asked 
to remain anonymous, responded to a Craigslist 
advertisement offering installation of Microsoft 
Office 2011 software for only $40. Spears said the 
student arranged to meet the seller in the parking 
lot near the D. Kent and Linda C. Anderson and 
Robert L. and Jean T. Clarke Center at 12:30 p.m. 
on Oct. 7, during midterm recess.

“The scammer told the student that he needed 
to take the laptop to his car so he could install the 
software with a thumb drive,” Spears said. “When 
the student gave the laptop over, the scammer got 
in his car and drove away.”

Spears said that the student reported the theft 
to RUPD and that Police Detective Yolanda Avalos 
was assigned to the case. She began her investi-
gation by searching through Craigslist, expecting 
to find the stolen laptop listed for sale. Unsurpris-
ingly, the laptop appeared online the next day.

“You don’t always catch the smart crooks, 
but you should certainly always catch the dumb 
crooks,” Spears said. “The scammer used the 
same phone number for his ‘I’m selling a laptop’ 
ad as in his ‘I’m selling software’ ad.”

According to Spears, RUPD arranged a meet-
ing with the scammer the night of Oct. 8 at a 
Starbucks on Kirby Drive. At the meeting, RUPD 
arrested Jerome Anthony Goodson, 25, on the 
charge of misdemeanor theft.

“Goodson is not associated in any way with 
Rice,” Spears said. “He is a Texas Southern Uni-
versity student. He looked legit: clean-cut, sharp, 
fits into the area well. He’s had one traffic arrest, 
but this is his first real arrest.”

After posting a $1,000 bond, Goodson was 
released Oct. 10 from the Harris County Jail. His 
next court date is Nov. 13.

Lovett College sophomore Daniel Lee said he 
was surprised Goodson was able to commit the 
crime on campus.

“It definitely makes me question the safety 
of Rice’s campus,” Lee said. “That said, I think 
RUPD did a superb job in nailing the robber.”

While this has been the only Craigslist-related 
scam to occur at Rice in recent memory, RUPD still 
urges students to remain vigilant, Spears said.

“Just be careful,” Spears said. “Don’t believe 
everything you see on the Internet, and be skep-
tical when answering ads on Craigslist. When 
something seems too good to be true, it prob-
ably is. The software that this student was buy-
ing runs somewhere from $200 to $250, and the 
student was getting it for $40. That’s a pretty 
unbelievable deal. This was a case of ‘too good 
to be true.’ ”

Spears said RUPD wanted to also bring atten-
tion to the regularity of laptop thefts on campus. 

“Laptop theft is one of the popular crimes of 
opportunity that happen on college campuses,” 
Spears said. “Students will leave laptops lying 
around or in an unlocked locker. They should, 
again, just be careful.”

Lee said he plans on taking RUPD’s advice 
more seriously in the future.

“There were many times when I left a per-
sonal belonging of mine lying around [Fondren 
Library] or in a classroom,” Lee said. “Now that I 
look back, I have been really fortunate.”

According to the RUPD website, students can 
register valuable items like bikes and laptops with 
RUPD, making it easier to later locate lost or stolen 
items. The form is available at rupd.rice.edu.

Rice Director of Procurement Brian Soika said 
there are resources on campus to assist students 
in purchasing hardware and software rather than 
finding it on Craigslist.

“Students may contact the IT Help Desk, lo-
cated in the Mudd Building, for information on 
hardware or software purchases,” Soika said. 
“The Help Desk staff will assist the students and/
or refer them to the Office of Procurement for ad-
ditional information.”

allocation of the university’s resources,” Sand-
ers stated in her email. 

A document written by a committee of the 
Faculty Senate and approved by the Faculty 
Senate on Sept. 11, 2013, to address the re-
view of the linguistics department states that 
reviews of departments should not impede 
admissions. The document is titled “Elimi-
nation of Graduate Programs: Procedures 
and Best Practices.”

“The review to establish whether a gradu-
ate program should be eliminated … should 
be completed within six months, normally 
between September and February, so as not 
to come into conflict with the graduate school 
admissions process,” the document states.

Linguistics graduate student Bazile Lan-
neau said the discrepancy between how long 
admissions have been halted and how long the 
review is supposed to take is cause for concern.

“It’s an example of why I don’t feel the ad-
ministration has any intention to treat us hon-
estly,” Lanneau said.  

From March 10-12, 2013, a committee of 
three linguistics professors from the University 
of California, Berkeley, the University of New 
Mexico and the University of Texas, Austin vis-
ited Rice to conduct the first external review of 
the linguistics graduate program since it was 
founded in 1982, according to the committee’s 
report, titled “Report of the External Review 
Committee for the Department of Linguistics of 
Rice University.”

 The review committee’s report states the 
program should be retained.

 According to the report, “Disbanding the 
department would mean the eventual loss of 
the linguistics curriculum, which would be 
very much to the detriment of undergraduate 
education at Rice.” 

However, according to Chair of the De-
partment of Linguistics Michel Achard, the 
linguistics faculty was informed in an April 
11, 2013 meeting with Sanders, McLendon 
and Dean of Humanities Nicolas Shumway 
that the external reviewers recommended the 
elimination of the doctoral program in lin-
guistics in a private meeting.

“The whole process was presented to [the 
faculty] as being justified by our failing to 
meet some expectation of excellence,” Achard 
said. “I realize that it’s difficult for Rice, as a 
relatively small institution, to keep as many 
programs at the graduate level as we have de-
partments at the undergraduate level, but we 
haven’t been given a precise rationale, short of 
this relatively vague notion.”

No such recommendation was given, ac-
cording to Sherman Wilcox, a professor of lin-
guistics at the University of New Mexico and a 
member of the external review committee. 

“That did not happen,” Wilcox said. “The 
report reflects the honest and clear opinions 
of all three reviewers. We were asked if the 
program should be cut, and we responded 
that it should not.”

A self-study document prepared by the 
Department of Linguistics for the external re-
view committee includes a list of current em-
ployment information for all graduates who 
have received a doctorate in linguistics since 
2000. Of the 31 students for whom informa-
tion is currently available, 22 are profession-
als within the field of linguistics.

Achard said the placement information 
for Rice University linguistics graduate stu-
dents speaks for itself.

“We have placed students all over the 
world, and most of them are doing quite 
well,” Achard said. “We have placed them 
both in academia and in industry, so I am ab-
solutely not at all ashamed of what we have 
done in the graduate program.”

Department of Linguistics Graduate Advisor 
Robert Englebretson said the linguistics faculty 
has not received any information in writing 
about the future of the graduate program.

“All we have seen is an email to graduate 
students, but nothing else official,” Engle-
bretson, an associate professor of linguistics, 
said. “It disturbs me when I see [our] stu-
dents and faculty so confused.”

Englebretson said he has never heard 
anything negative about Rice’s graduate pro-
gram in linguistics.

“Linguistics faculty at other universities, 
both in the U.S. and abroad, recommend our 
graduate program to their students. And now 
these same students are being told that Rice 
thinks our program is so bad they’re consid-
ering terminating it,” Englebretson said. “I 
worry what that would do for the reputation 
of Rice and the welfare of our graduates.”

Linguistics graduate student Sarah Cain 
said she feels the administration is misrepre-
senting the graduate program’s reputation in 
the field of linguistics.

“I feel as though the administration has 
not taken seriously the graduate students’ 
accomplishments in their assessment of our 
graduate program’s health,” Cain said. “I 
also feel like the administration is misrepre-
senting our department’s reputation in the 
field of linguistics. Many of us were specifi-
cally encouraged to go to Rice, many turned 
down multiple offers from other schools, and 
our faculty are highly respected in the field.”

According to undergraduate linguistics 
major Emily Remirez, the graduate linguis-
tics students have an overwhelmingly posi-
tive impact on the undergraduates.

“The linguistics graduate program should 
be retained and even expanded,” Remirez, a 
Baker College junior, said. “In my opinion, 
the linguistics program has a lot more inter-
action between undergraduate and graduate 
levels than other departments.” 

Remirez said eliminating the graduate 
program would negatively impact under-
graduate course offerings.

“The upper-level classes are a mix of grad-
uate and undergraduate students,” Remirez 
said. “Without [the graduate students], there 
will be a smaller student body and fewer 
challenging classes for us to take. Losing 
our [teaching assistants] will also force class 
sizes to be smaller, and that would be hard 
on such a small department.”

0ling 
from page 1

Disbanding the department 
would mean the eventual 
loss of the linguistics cur-
riculum, which would be 
very much to the detriment 
of undergraduate education 
at Rice.

External review 
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MEETING MINUTES
The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Oct. 21.

■■■ SA Parliamentarian Brian Baran announced that this week’s meeting of the Committee 
on Constitutional Revisions will focus on sections of the SA constitution and bylaws 
governing SA committees and non-blanket-tax organizations. The committee meets on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. in the Rice Memorial Center’s Second Floor Conference Room. 
Send any input to bbaran@rice.edu.

■■■ Baker College Sophomore Nitin Agrawal presented a report about the Academics Com-
mittee’s work on the registration process over the past year. The committee’s recom-
mendations to the Office of the Registrar include giving seniors who have not yet taken 
an LPAP priority in registering for them and implementing a policy to compel profes-
sors to make previous semesters’ syllabi available prior to registration using Esther’s 
course evaluation system. Agrawal said the committee will finish gathering feedback 
from students this week and send its recommendations to Registrar David Tenney. The 
full report is available at sa.rice.edu. Send feedback to na22@rice.edu.

■■■ New student representatives introduced the Environmental and Student Life Commit-
tees’ projects for the 2013-14 academic year. Project details and contact information 
are available at sa.rice.edu/standing-committees.

■■■ Homecoming Committee Chair Charlotte Larson introduced the schedule for Home-
coming Week, which will take place Nov. 10-16. The theme is “Catching Fire,” and the 
week will include new events such as a Homecoming Cup competition, individual col-
lege alumni networking events and a sports rally. Larson said Rice Program Council 
will announce when ticket sales will begin for Esperanza on its Facebook page. More 
information is available on the Homecoming Week Facebook event page or at sa.rice.
edu. Send any questions to crl6@rice.edu.

■■■ SA President Yoonjin Min reintroduced Senate Resolution No. 4, which supports reno-
vations of the area outside Keck Hall. The Senate passed the resolution.

■■■ Brown College Senator Larisa LaMere and Transfer Student Association President Ryan 
Kim introduced a resolution in support of guaranteeing on-campus housing for first-
year transfer students. LaMere said that currently, only about 50 percent of transfer 
students are able to live on campus their first year, and a recent survey of transfer 
students indicated that over 90 percent of transfer students desired to live on cam-
pus. According to LaMere, the survey found that living off-campus negatively affects 
transfer students’ first-year experience at Rice and prevents them from being fully inte-
grated into the residential college system. Send comments and proposed amendments 
to lml5@rice.edu or ryan.kim@rice.edu.

The SA will next meet Monday, Oct. 28 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

CENHS plan focuses on 
undergraduate outreach

by Wesley Chou
Thresher Staff

The Center for Energy and Environmental Re-
search in the Human Sciences at Rice University 
held an information session Oct. 10 in the Ley Stu-
dent Center Miner Lounge at which fellows and 
members shared outreach plans and experiences 
with the center, which focuses on promoting hu-
manities research and teaching related to energy 
and the environment.

According to alumni representative Emily 
Hughes (Wiess College ‘13), CENHS Director Dom-
inic Boyer announced CENHS as a new branch 
of the Energy and Environment Initiative at the 
2013 Cultures of Energy Second Annual Spring 
Research Symposium.  

CENHS’s Social Analytics Research Cluster 
Faculty Coordinator Cymene Howe said the hu-
manities play a subtle yet crucial role beside the 
sciences in understanding environmental issues.

“Though engineering and understanding the 
conjunction between energy, the environment 
and human practices are crucial, [CENHS] be-
lieves that these processes need to be understood 
through a humanistic and social scientific point 
of view too,” Howe, an assistant professor of an-
thropology, said. “We take a multi-methodologi-
cal approach to these questions, so we have histo-
ry, sociology and anthropology faculty involved.”

According to Howe, undergraduates who take 
part in CENHS will enter a cutting-edge field with 
countless internship and research opportunities.

“Energy humanities is a new field, and it’s 
an exciting and dynamic area in which to be re-
searching with faculty,” Howe said. “As under-
graduates, you can be part of something that’s 
burgeoning and intellectually exciting.”

Howe said her study of Mexico’s energy poli-
cies, conducted with Boyer, a professor of anthro-
pology, exemplifies CENHS reserach.

“Mexico has one of the most comprehensive 
and far-reaching climate change legislation in the 
entire world,” Howe said. “The government has 
mandated that 35 percent of its electricity come 

from renewable energy by 2024. As anthropolo-
gists, we’re studying what happens on the ground 
to communities, what reactions they have and 
what policymakers have to say.”

CENHS Cultures of Energy postdoctoral fellow 
Matthew Schneider-Mayerson said he will teach 
the course Culture, Energy and Environment: 
An Introduction to Energy Humanities, which is 
being offered for the first time in the spring 2014 
semester. 

“We’ll look at issues such as how fossil fuels 
and democracies are related, contemporary en-
ergy regimes and the mix of fuels we use to power 
our lives, and the threat of resource depletion and 
anthropogenic climate change and how we live 
as if this potentially apocalyptic change isn’t hap-
pening,” Schneider-Mayerson said.

Boyer said CENHS is open to undergraduate 
opinions to improve its programs.

“You have the opportunity to shape the way 
the center develops its relationship with the un-
dergraduate body,” Boyer said. “Whatever you 
think would enrich your experience is something 
we’d like to support, as long as it’s connected in 
some way to energy. Rice is the first university in 
the world to establish a center like this, but we 
won’t be unique for long since there is so much 
interest in this field.”

CENHS undergraduate advisory council 
member Melissa Teng said taking the spring 2013 
semester course HUMA 320: Social Studies of 
Energy taught by previous CENHS Cultures of En-
ergy postdoctoral fellow Gokce Gunel expanded 
her views and that interested undergraduates will 
play a crucial role in further outreach.

“Taking that class added a whole new dimen-
sion when talking about energy,” Teng, a Martel 
College senior, said. “I can talk about the history, 
culture or other perspectives, which all add a little 
more to the discussion, and so if you’re interested 
in joining the undergraduate advisory council, 
you’ll definitely be spearheading an effort to 
reach out to the rest of the student body.”

More information about CENHS is available at  
culturesofenergy.com.
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Silent Bat-man
Have you seen Batman? Better 
question: Have you seen the 
silent film and origin story, a 
conglomeration of public do-
main footage called Shadow of 
the Bat-Man? Better yet: Have 
you seen it with a live band 
playing the soundtrack and 
the director in attendance? 
Since your answer is probably 
no, check it out for free on Fri-
day, Oct. 25 at 7:30 p.m. 

Discovery green 
Labranch at Lamar

www.houstonpublicradio.org

tHe 
WeeKlY 

SCene
Ellen’s picks for this                  

week’s best events outside 
the hedges. Time to explore 

the wonderful world  
of Houston.

Vienna BoYS 
For a few minutes, imagine 
yourself in the Austrian Alps. 
Eat a schnitzel, hike a mountain 
and stop at a nearby church. 
You enter the church and there, 
you find the most beautiful col-
lection of voices you have ever 
heard. You are listening to the 
Vienna Boys Choir and for a 
brief time they are in Austria 
no longer. See them Friday, 
Oct. 25 at 7:30 p.m. for only $40. 

Northwood Presbyterian 
Church 

3320 FM 1960 West
www.northwoodscon-

certseries.com

montroSe  
CraWl

Twenty-one and looking for a 
night away from decadence? Don 
your best Halloween costume 
and head to Montrose Saturday, 
Oct. 26 at 6 p.m. for a crazy night 
of creepy crawlin’. The crawl will 
hit 11 bars in six hours, includ-
ing Poison Girl, Boondocks, Etro 
Lounge and Slick Willie’s with 
no cover fees, no tickets and an 
abundance of food and drink spe-
cials all night long. Extra prizes 
will be given for best costume!

Westheimer and Dunlavy
www.montrosecrawl.com

Print maKing 
As part of the Department of Vi-
sual and Dramatic Arts’ Round-
table Series, come to Sewall Hall 
Room 201 to see a discussion be-
tween gallery owner Devin Bor-
den, Art Librarian Jet Prendev-
ille and Professor of Visual and 
Dramatic Arts Karin Broker. The 
event takes place on Wednesday, 
Oct. 30 at 4:30 p.m. for free. 

Sewall Hall Room 201
Rice University
events.rice.edu

by Alitha Partono
for the Thresher

Undergraduate literary journal R2: The 
Rice Review is hosting Open Mic Night 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 from 8-10 p.m. at Willy’s 
Pub. According to R2 Managing Editor Ste-
fanie Saathoff, R2 is expecting the event to be 
a night of literature and art appreciation. Ad-
mission will be free, and writers, comedians, 
musicians and other performing artists are 
invited to showcase their talents during the 
event. Saathoff, a McMurtry College junior, 
said there will be free food and soda, as well 
as beer for those 21 and older.

According to Saathoff, R2 is dedicated to 
compiling the best prose, poetry and other 
creative writing pieces from undergraduate 
students. Saathoff said that apart from host-
ing Open Mic Night in the fall and publishing 
the annual literary journal in the spring, R2 is 
starting a monthly writing contest this year. 

According to R2 Editor-in-Chief Jay Bec-
ton, members of R2 have distributed flyers 
around campus in an effort to publicize Open 
Mic Night throughout the past few weeks.

“This year, we really wanted more people 
to come out, so we’ve increased our advertis-
ing efforts,” Becton, a Wiess College senior, 
said. “We publish our magazine in the spring, 
so we’re always looking for ways to spread the 
word about R2 during the fall semester. Open 
Mic Night and our recently launched monthly 
writing contest both fit into that strategy.”

Saathoff said that while Open Mic Night 
has existed for at least three years, R2 has 
been working to incorporate more variety 
into the event. 

“In recent years, the most noticeable 
change has been incorporating a broader 
range of performances,” Saathoff said. “Last 
year, we had a lot of musical acts for the first 
time, and we can expect at least as much va-
riety this year, if not more.”

Saathoff said the event’s focus, however, 
remains on literature. 

“As R2 is the literary magazine, the focus 
of [Open Mic Night] is typically on students 
reading original works of writing,” Saathoff 
said. “This can be anything from short pieces 
of fiction or nonfiction [to] excerpts from lon-
ger pieces [to] poetry.”

For this Open Mic Night, R2 decided Wil-
ly’s Pub would be the best venue to host the 
event, according to Saathoff. 

“[Pub] is a good place because of its in-
formal setting,” Saathoff said. “I think it 
keeps things fun, and people are more likely 
to spontaneously sign up to read if they feel 
comfortable.”

Becton said future R2 events are also in  
the works.

“We’ll have a launch party [for the literary 
magazine] in April, but right now, our efforts 
are focused on the monthly writing contest and 
the creation of our next issue,” Becton said. 

Saathoff said that if this week’s event is 
successful, R2 will consider holding a second 
Open Mic Night in the spring.

More information on the event is avail-
able on the  R2 Open Mic Night 2013 Face-

book event page. 

by Anisah Khan
for The Thresher

Cuban film director Miguel Coyula brought 
an unconventional film to Rice University 
Thursday, Oct. 10, 2013. Rice University was 
Coyula’s first stop on his tour across American 
colleges for the screening of his film Memories 
of Overdevelopment. 

The film portrays an intellectual, Sergio 
Garcet, who abandons the Cuban Revolution 
and finds himself in a developed nation. Un-
fortunately, Garcet feels like a stranger in this 
new, strange land; he is alienated and holds 
little control over his political ideology, old age 
and sexual desires. 

Through a collage of flashbacks, dreams 
and hallucinations, Coyula focuses more on the 
main character’s wide range of emotions than 
on the storyline in an effort to create what he 
calls a mosaic of sensations. 

Associate professor of Caribbean and film 
studies Luis Duno-Gottberg said he encour-
aged and helped bring Coyula to Rice, both as 
an avid supporter of his films and as one of his 
oldest friends. 

“[Miguel is] the most interesting contempo-
rary Cuban filmmaker because he represents 
clearly where Cuban cinema is going with the 
use of new technology, the develop-
ment of a new source of funding out-
side the states, and the new circuits 
of distribution,” Duno-Gottberg, the 
Duncan College master, said. 

In his career, Coyula has made 
11 short films and features and is 
currently producing his 12th feature 
titled Blue Heart. 

During Coyula’s stay at Rice, the 

Thresher took the opportunity to interview him 
to gain insight into his thinking and career. 

The Rice Thresher: What inspired you to 
start making films at the young age of 17? 

Miguel Coyula: I had been writing short 
stories since I was 12 years old, and then in 
high school, I started drawing comic books. 
When I was 17, my aunt from Miami gave me 
a VHS camcorder, and as soon as I started 
playing with it, it became the perfect com-
bination of writing short stories, literature 
and comic books. It became a better way to 
express myself.

Thresher: What were some of the messages 
you tried to portray through earlier movies such 
as Piramide (1996) and Valvula de luz (1997)? 

Coyula: I wasn’t thinking much in terms of 
messages, but more in terms of feelings and a 
sensorial experience. One way or another, they 
are apocalyptic films; they don’t have a tradi-
tional narrative because it is more about the 
feelings and sensations. There is always a feel-
ing of characters that just don’t fit in society 
and the imminence of an apocalyptic event that 
will destroy society.

Thresher: What makes your films stand out? 
Coyula: The fact that I do the camerawork 

and editing completely by myself gives me a 
lot of freedom to basi-

cally construct a story, shoot it and edit it with 
intuition. If you work completely indepen-
dently, you have the freedom to be editing a 
scene, come up with an idea, and go out and 
shoot it immediately. This creates a narra-
tive flow that would otherwise be impossible 
within a film industry. You also have the time 
to work the images and perfect every shot by 
digitally adding or removing elements. I try 
to make the films I would like to go see and  
appreciate.

Thresher: Would you classify your films un-
der any particular genre?

Coyula: I usually mix different genres. I am 
interested in science fiction, drama, film noir, 
suspense and animation. My films are usually a 
hybrid of many different styles.

Thresher: What has been your biggest ob-
stacle as a filmmaker?

Coyula: My biggest obstacle has been rais-
ing money for my films and finding people 
who believe in the project when it’s starting 
up. When I have completed a project, it begins 
to win awards, but it is very hard to convince 
people when I’m starting because I don’t have 
a fixed script.

Thresher: Have your budget limitations af-
fected your work?

Coyula: Yes and no. I 
actually don’t know how 
to work in any other way. 

Inside a director’s mind: An unconventional film unraveled

R2 Open Mic 
Night to display 

artistic talent

CHERRY DONG / THRESHER 

Wiess College sophomore Ciara Pino dances at Rice’s International Festival held on Oct. 
19. Pino, along wih the Mariachi Luna Llena group, placed first at the I-Fest. The band 
represented the Hispanic Association for Cultural Enrichment. 

Mariachi Band 
places first at I-Fest

0see Coyula, page 8
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 This Week in Entertainment by Louis Lesser

courtesy walt disney studios motion picture

Monsters University 

The follow-up to the 2001 hit family comedy Monsters, 
Inc. was a hit at the box office this summer and should be a 
big seller in home release as well. The prequel tells viewers 
the story of how Mike (Billy Crystal, Parental Guidance) and 
Sulley (John Goodman, Flight) become friends in their college 
years. Bonus features include the exclusive short film “The 
Blue Umbrella,” behind-the-scenes documentaries, audio 
commentary and deleted scenes. 

Reflektor 
Arcade Fire

The hotly anticipated double-album follow-up to Gram-
my-winning Album of the Year The Suburbs has been pre-
ceded by a controversial guerilla marketing campaign and 
the release of lead single “Reflektor,” but much of what 
to expect from the album has been left to mystery. The 
band debuted three new songs on Saturday Night Live last 
month, and early reviews indicate that the band remains an 
indie rock pioneer.

Prism 
 Katy Perry

 Three years after the release of her incredibly success-
ful “Teenage Dream,” Katy Perry returns with her third studio 
album, featuring more of her trademark pop sound. She has 
already picked up where she left off: Her lead single “Roar” 
has topped the Billboard Hot 100. Strong sales of her promo-
tional singles, such as “Dark Horse,” suggest Perry will be 
back to dominating airwaves for the rest of the year. 

courtesy 20th century fox

The Counselor 

From acclaimed director Ridley Scott (Prometheus) 
comes the first film based on an original screenplay by au-
thor Cormac McCarthy, who is perhaps best known for his 
novel that inspired the Academy Award-winning No Country 
For Old Men. The film tells the story of a successful lawyer 
(Michael Fassbender, 12 Years a Slave) who gets into more 
than he bargained for when he delves into the underworld of 
drug trafficking. R. 111 minutes.  

Bad Grandpa 
 

Inspired by a series of vignettes in both the Jackass film 
series and television show, Johnny Knoxville reprises his 
senior-citizen Irving Zisman character in a loosely plotted 
journey across America with his grandson. Comprised of 
numerous stunts and pranks filmed in front of unsuspect-
ing “real” people across the country, the movie pushes the 
limits of gross-out comedy. R. 108 minutes.

Assassin’s Creed IV: Black Flag 

The sixth installment in this action-adventure series 
takes the popular historical fiction format to the early 
18th-century Caribbean during the golden age of piracy. 
Game play features an assortment of new weapons and 
tools, ship-driving ability and an enhanced multiplayer 
experience, as well as downloadable upgrades. Available 
for Xbox 360, PS3 and Wii U. 

courtesy  ubisoft courtesy capitol records courtesy  paramount pictures

courtesy mercury records

AlbumVidEo GAmE in ThEATErs

in ThEATErs dVdAlbum
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by Benjamin Huber-Rodriguez
Thresher Staff

Lorde embodies the year 2013. Really, 
her music could have only existed now. Her 
young, female identity places her in a cat-
egory with other teen pop stars like Taylor 
Swift and Adele. But her spacey, minimal-
ist synth and bass production puts her in a 
category with other more electronic artists, 
like Lights or even The xx. At just 16, the 
young New Zealander could not have cre-
ated the buzz she has without help from the 
ever-expanding Internet, which was nearly 
in full swing by the time she was born. The 
subject matter of her songs references mod-
ern music, cultures and obsession — things 
that are important to a 16-year-old in the 
year 2013. And by dismissing the types of 
acts she is supposed to be (Katy Perry, Brit-
ney Spears) and singing about what seems 
big and important to her, she outshines all 
of her compatriots on her first try with her 
elegant debut album Pure Heroine.

Lorde, whose given name is Ella 
Yelich-O’Connor, takes the role of a re-
flective, observant teenage girl. In her 
world, she does not hit up lavish clubs 
and watch the dance floor explode; rath-
er, she rides the train to parties at her 
friend’s house, subtly pregaming along 
the way. Not once does she fall in love on 
the record. No boy is so perfect, so amaz-
ing that she commits a piece of her de-
but LP to either shouting his name from 
the rooftops or trashing him for breaking 
her heart. Rather, she discusses meeting 
guys on the tennis courts to hook up and 
wonders why that is important to her, 

what it means to want to be popular, or 
to want to be wanted. 

Rather than taking massive swipes at 
our greater world like some prominent 
indie-rock groups, Lorde reflects on how 
the changing pop culture affects her small, 
naive piece of life — a step that shows 
great maturity. More amazing still is that 
the minimalist production stays true to 
the theme of the song. The chorus does 
not explode in a rush of synths, dub and 
massive backbeats. Rather, the only in-
strument aside from a clicking synth and 
some low bass notes is Lorde, and the fan-
ning, spawning iterations of herself she 
uses as an echo, acting as the other girls 
she pleads to “Let me be your ruler / You 
can call me queen bee.” Through it all, she 
still wants to be popular. In her own small 
world, she still wants to be on top.

The production remains subtle 
throughout the rest of the tracks, add-
ing slight touches in all the right plac-
es, such as the vibraphone on “Buzzcut 
Season” or the sad, sliding guitars on 
closer “A World Alone.” When Lorde 
is not singing about the pressures of 
the modern world, she is able to paint 
heartbreakingly intimate scenes of her 
own life, which are not delivered in 
some loud, bombastic, shouting tour de 
force, but rather spoken shyly, the way 
these fears would creep up naturally. On 
“White Teeth Teens,” she addresses the 
difficulty of appearing cool and of drink-
ing to impress the crowd, but by the end, 
she acknowledges her own fakeness. 
These are the types of admissions high 
schoolers dare not make when appear-
ances and confidence are everything — 
but music and art have a way of bringing 
out our darkest confessions. 

The title of the record is Pure Heroine. I 
like to think of this as a shot at all the fe-
male “role models” the youth have to look 
at these days (not to mention an incredibly 
tongue-in-cheek double entendre). Women 
who get arrested for drunken driving and 
drug usage, who stay in abusive relation-
ships, who radically change their image 
for shock value, who sing about some new 
true love every two years: These are the 
role models we are so often faced with. And 
while Lorde is very young and still has much 
to learn, perhaps she represents a purity 
young girls really can achieve. 
She is honest, hard-working, 
true to her own style; calm 
and collected, but frightened 
at the same time. It is not 
an easy sell; her fame is 
a testament to the reso-
nance of her words. 
And that’s pretty he-
roic if you ask me. 

Pure Heroine 
 A

by Chloe Tula
For the Thresher

The Grammy Award-winning Takacs Quartet 
will be coming Thursday, Oct. 24 to Stude Concert 
Hall in Alice Pratt Brown Hall to perform chamber 
music and collaborate with Shepherd School of 
Music professor of double bass Timothy Pitts.

Formed in Hungary in 1975, the Takacs Quartet 
has won numerous awards, including a Grammy 
in 2005 for recordings it made of Beethoven quar-
tets, and is considered by many critics to be one of 
the best quartets in the world.

In a 2012 review of the quartet, Rian Evans 
of The Guardian wrote, “The Takacs Quartet are 
matchless; their supreme artistry manifest at ev-
ery level.”

This concert, brought to Rice University by 
the Society for Performing Arts, will feature a pro-
gram that includes Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s 
String Quartet No. 17 in B-flat major K. 458, Leos 
Janacek’s String Quartet No. 2, and Anton Dvor-
ak’s String Quintet No. 2. in G major Op. 77.

The first piece in the program, Mozart’s String 
Quartet No. 17 (1784) was described by the Los An-
geles Philharmonic as possessing a lively, buoy-
ant spirit. 

Contrasting sharply with the jubilant Mozart, 
Janacek’s Quartet No. 2 (1928) is titled “Intimate 
Letters,” which according to University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley-based performing arts organization 
Cal Performances, reflects the composer’s love for 
a married woman almost 40 years his junior, with 
whom he exchanged hundreds of love letters. The 
spiritual and personal work paints a portrait of 
unrequited love.

Pitts will join the quartet for Dvorak’s String 
Quintet No. 2 (1876). 

Pitts said the double bass is an instrument 
not typically seen in chamber music, and that 
few works include it in a quintet; the other 
well-known work is “Trout,” a quintet by Franz 
Schubert for piano, violin, viola, cello and double 
bass. Pitts said that despite the general absence 

of the double bass, chamber music is one of his 
favorite genres of music to play.

“I’ve always believed that even in large en-
sembles like an orchestra, each individual plays 
an important role in shaping the overall product,” 
Pitts said. “In chamber music, that role is greatly 
magnified. I think that is why chamber music was 
always my first love.”

Pitts said that with visiting groups, there is 
often less time allotted for rehearsals, which he 
believes creates a greater challenge for the musi-
cians during the actual performance.

“When playing with a visiting group like the 
Takacs Quartet, there is very little time for re-
hearsal,” Pitts said. “In this case, [we had] just 
two rehearsals and a sound check. Thankfully, on 
their level, the mechanics of putting the piece to-
gether is not an issue. The challenge is being flex-
ible enough and spontaneous enough to produce 
a musically cohesive performance. That’s what 
makes it fun.”

The Shepherd School of Music frequent-
ly hosts guest artists like the Takacs Quartet 
throughout the year. According to Pitts, the high-
quality acoustics in Stude Concert Hall and Alice 
Pratt Brown’s Duncan Recital Hall make it an at-
tractive stop for classical musicians on tour. 

Hanszen College freshman and cello perfor-
mance major Janaesha Iwaasa said many stu-
dents benefit from having the opportunity to hear 
internationally renowned musicians perform 
with their faculty. 

“It gives us a chance to observe our goals as a 
reality,” Iwaasa said. “As music students, we tend 
to see our future as an endless string of days in a 
practice room. When we see our teachers perform 
with such spectacular artists, we catch a glimpse 
into our own futures and find both hope and mo-
tivation.”

The performance will be held at 8 p.m. at Stude 
Concert Hall in Alice Pratt Brown Hall. Tickets are 
available online at spahouston.org for $33-43. 
Discounted tickets for students using the code 
“riceowl” at checkout cost $15-20.

Grammy award-winning string 
quartet to visit Shepherd School

From left to right: Takacs Quartet members Edward Dusinberre (first violin), Karoly Schranz 
(second violin), Andras Fejer (cello) and Geraldine Walther (viola). 

Courtesy riChard houghton

Growing up in Cuba has been good training be-
cause there were so many limitations for mak-
ing films, so it was clear for me that what I didn’t 
have in terms of budget, I would have to make 
up for  with the time I spent on the movies. 

Thresher: What message do you think your 
movies will bring to Rice students?

Coyula: The idea behind Memories of Over-
development is that it is about a man who cannot 
function in any political structure — communism 
or capitalism. A lot of people from my generation 
in Cuba wanted to express the feeling of being un-

able to trust politicians and the political system 
in general. The film expresses the need to be indi-
vidualistic as the only way to obtain real freedom. 

Thresher: Where do you see your career going 
in the future?

Coyula: It is hard to say because I still function 
the same way as when I started making films. I 
work on a small scale, but the projects themselves 
are ambitious. I actually don’t see what I’m doing 
as a career, but more as a necessity. It is something 
I have to do to be able to sleep well at night. There 
are so many little things in life that we have no 
control over, but having complete control over a 
creative work is the biggest satisfaction.

This interview has been edited for clarity  
and length.

0coyula
 from page 6
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Soccer focuses 
on defense after 
recent losses

Luke Samora
Thresher Staff

The Rice University women’s soccer team 
faced a doubleheader this weekend, hosting 
Colorado College and then visiting Florida 
International University to finish up the 
weekend. In an exciting overtime clash, the 
Rice Owls lost 4-3 against Colorado College. 
Rice then went on to lose 5-2 to FIU, bringing 
its conference record to 3-4-0.

Rice lost at home in a close overtime fin-
ish to the Colorado College Tigers Friday 
night. Early in the game, junior Quinny Tru-
ong scored to put the Owls up 1-0. However, 
Colorado College stormed back, scoring two 
to take the lead at halftime. Sophomore for-
ward Lauren Hughes and sophomore mid-
fielder Jasmine Isokpunwu both scored to 
give Rice the lead late in the second half. 
However, it was not until the 72nd minute 
that Colorado College scored to tie the game 
3-3. Colorado College then won with a goal 
in the 95th minute. Colorado College is cur-
rently the top team in Conference USA’s West 
Division, with a record of 6-0-1.

Head Coach Nicky Adams said she was 
proud of the way Truong played in the game 
against Colorado College.

“Truong had two great games,” Ad-
ams said. “She had a great attitude, and it 
showed on the field this weekend.”

After the loss at home, the Owls traveled 
to Miami to face the FIU Golden Panthers, 
losing 5-2. Prior to the loss against FIU, the 
Owls had not allowed five goals in a single 
game since 2008.

Truong scored one of Rice’s goals, and 
sophomore forward Holly Hargreaves 
scored the other, her sixth this season. FIU 
stands atop C-USA’s East Division with a 
record of 4-3-0.

It is no secret that injuries have hin-
dered the Owls. The team lost senior de-
fender Hayley Williams to a broken foot 
during the game against Colorado College, 
although it is unclear whether the game 
was the sole cause of the injury or if the 
break was the result of a previous fracture. 
Adams said the team must focus on its 
well-being going into practice. 

“The main thing I told the team go-
ing into the week is to focus on healing 
our bodies,” Adams said. “We have to 
try to take care of business on Friday so 
we can be fresh and ready for the game  
on Sunday.”

Williams said the focus must be on the 
team, not its record. 

“We are going to focus on us,” Williams 
said. “We need to take it day by day and con-
centrate on what can make us better.”

The Rice Owls will now face East Carolina 
University and Old Dominion University at 
home this weekend, looking to go back over 
.500 in conference play. ECU, which is also 
3-4-0, is coming off back-to-back wins in 
which it beat FIU 2-1 in overtime and shut 
out Florida Atlantic University 1-0. ECU is 
currently fifth in C-USA East. 

Old Dominion comes to Rice off a loss in 
which it was shut out 2-0 against the Univer-
sity of Alabama, Birmingham. Old Dominion 
is currently last place in C-USA East. With Wil-
liams’ injury, the Rice Owls are about to head 
into uncharted territory to seek a winning  
conference record.

We are going to focus on 
us. We need to take it day 
by day and concentrate on 
what can make us better.

Nicky Adams
Head Coach

45-19 win moves Owls closer to bowl game
Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

Rice Owls football took one giant step 
Saturday toward back-to-back bowls for the 
first time in Rice University history with a 
45-19 win over New Mexico State University. 
Redshirt senior quarterback Taylor McHar-
gue ran for three touchdowns and threw for 
another to lead the Owls to victory. Redshirt 
senior running back Charles Ross returned 
from an injury to rush the ball 26 times for 
167 yards and a touchdown.

McHargue said he was proud of the way 
the team played over its three-game road trip 
and that it shows the team has learned how 
to play on the road after years of struggles.

“I’m proud we went on that three-game 
stretch on the road and came away 3-0,” 
McHargue said. “I don’t care who you are 
playing. Three games on the road are tough, 
and I think that shows we are a mature foot-
ball team. I think a few of those wins — [the 
University of Tulsa] and [the University of 
Texas, San Antonio] — we had to scratch and 
claw our way to wins.”

The win marked the Owls’ fourth straight 
win, putting them at 5-2 for the season. With 
one more win, Rice will be eligible for a bowl 
for a second straight year. The Owls return 
to conference play this week against the Uni-
versity of Texas, El Paso, which they beat 

33-24 last year to earn a bid to the Armed  
Forces Bowl.

Head Coach David Bailiff said he knows 
the Owls will become bowl-eligible with a 
win, but he said he does not want the players 
to get ahead of themselves. He said the team 
needs to focus on one game at a time in order 
to keep its winning streak alive.

“We know [the possibility of a bowl game 
is] right there, and we’ve talked to the team 
about it,” Bailiff said. “We need to go 1-0 ev-
ery week and play our hardest, but we cannot 
look too far ahead. It’s like climbing a moun-
tain: If you look too far ahead, you fall off.”

McHargue said going to another bowl is 
an important achievement, but it will only be 
the start of what the team hopes to accom-
plish this season. McHargue said the team 
is prepared to win the conference, which is 
only a small stepping stone.

“That is the first goal, and that’s what 
this week is all about: knocking that first one 
out of the way,” McHargue said. “The sec-
ond goal is winning Conference USA West, 
and then from there, [it’s] winning the con-
ference championship. We understand that 
winning this game is the next step against 
a good UTEP team, and we definitely under-
stand what’s at stake and what we can ac-
complish if we win this week.”

Redshirt senior safety Paul Porras said 
becoming bowl-eligible this week is crucial 

since he does not want to have to worry about 
it as the season goes on. He said he wants to 
move forward and focus on the conference 
title, which would be Rice’s first in C-USA.

“Getting that sixth win out of the way is 
a big thing for us, and we can just move on 
from this, worry about our conference play 
and try to stay undefeated in conference,” 
Porras said.

Bailiff said that even though UTEP is 1-5, it 
has an explosive offense, and it is important 
for the Owls to stop UTEP’s star players to pre-
vent the game from becoming a shootout.

“We [need] a smart week of preparation 
for UTEP as they come into town,” Bailiff 
said. “They are a very explosive team offen-
sively. Their quarterback [Jameill Showers] 
is the transfer from [Texas A&M University]. 
They have a great receiver in [Jordan Leslie], 
who is from [Tomball, Texas]. That’s their go-
to guy. [Autrey Golden], their running back, 
rushed for 567 yards this season, and he’s 
taken two kickoffs for touchdowns.”

Bailiff said that, like any opponent, UTEP 
cannot be overlooked. He said no team will 
willingly give up a win and that it is impor-
tant for the Owls to be ready on Saturday in 
order to solidify a bowl berth.

“We are going to have to play a good foot-
ball game to get a win,” Bailiff said. “Nobody 
gives you anything, and to win college foot-
ball games is tough.”

Redshirt senior running back Charles Ross runs for a first down during Saturday’s game against New Mexico State University. With the win, the 
Owls are now 5-2 this season and are one win away from bowl eligibility for the second straight season. Rice returns to conference play this week-
end with a game at home against the University of Texas, El Paso. UTEP is 1-5 overall and 0-3 in conference play.

Jenny marin/the round 
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As of Oct. 21, 2013

North

Sid Rich
Wiess
Will Rice
Hanszen
Lovett
Baker

Division OverallSouth

McMurtry
Brown
Jones
GSA
Martel
Duncan

JASOn liu/threSher

JuliA GrASSe/threSher

Jones senior Lucy Codron looks to run against Duncan in a powderpuff match over the weekend. 
Jones won the game 19-0, improving to 3-1 in the division, while Duncan is still winless for the year.

Junior Brett Virgin-Downey scores on a 5-meter penalty shot during a water polo match 
against Louisiana State University Saturday afternoon. The Owls lost the match 8-6.

2-1
2-2
2-2
1-1
1-1
1-2

4-1
2-4
3-3
3-1
2-2
2-3

3-1
3-1
3-1
1-2
1-3
0-3

4-2
4-2
3-3
3-2
2-4
0-5

Division Overall

UPCOMING GAMES

Lovett v. Hanszen 
Duncan v. McMurtry
Jones v. Brown
Baker v. Will Rice
Hanszen v. Wiess
Lovett v. Sid Rich

Thurs. Oct. 24 at 10 p.m.
Sat. Oct. 26 at 11 a.m.

Sun. Oct. 27 at 11 a.m.
Sun. Oct. 27 at 1 p.m.
Sun. Oct. 27 at 3 p.m.

Sun. Oct. 27 at 11 a.m.
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What does the fox say?

Solve this mystery 
and other campus 
conundrums. 

Work for the Thresher. 

Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

After a brief two-game winning streak ear-
lier this month, Rice University women’s volley-
ball team lost its last two games. Rice attained 
victories over the University of North Carolina, 
Charlotte and Marshall University during its 
last homestand, but when the Owls traveled last 
weekend, their winning streak abruptly ended. 
Rice lost 3-2 to the University of Texas, San An-
tonio Friday and then fell 3-0 to the University of 
Texas, El Paso Sunday. Back-to-back losses have 
put the Owls at 3-5 in conference play.

Junior middle blocker Lizzy Bache said the 
Owls have an optimistic attitude and believe in 
their ability to rally.

“Our team is staying very positive,” Bache 
said. “We have no doubt in our ability to turn 
things around.”

Rice will get the chance to improve its record 
this weekend. This Sunday, Rice will play the 
University of North Texas at home. 

Head Coach Genny Volpe said UNT plays sim-
ilarly to the Owls. She said she expects the match 
to be close.

“[UNT] seems to be similar to us in many 
ways,” Volpe said. “They can be very successful, 
streaky and are somewhat inconsistent. They 
are very athletic, like we are, and I anticipate 
the match to be very exciting, and it could come 
down to the team that plays the cleanest volley-
ball will win.”

Volpe said the Owls show a lot of talent but 
they occasionally make mistakes.

“Our performance at UTSA had a ton of bright 
spots,” Volpe said. “It was some of the best vol-
leyball we have played all year, and we showed 
tremendous fight. We just made a couple of more 
mistakes in the end and lost a close one that 
could have gone either way.”

 Volpe said these mistakes and the Owls’ lack 
of focus are the reasons for Rice’s recent losses.

“Against UTEP, we did not have that focus,” 
Volpe said. “We gave too many points away and 
did not rebound. You can’t beat anyone like that, 
much less a team with veteran players like UTEP, 

[which] wanted to beat us more than we wanted 
to beat them.”

Bache said the team will work on its disci-
pline and on maintaining control of the game to 
prepare for its upcoming game against UNT.

“In practice this week, we will be putting a lot 
of emphasis on staying disciplined and keeping 
our focus especially when we are down,” Bache 
said.

Bache said the Owls need to decrease the 
number of unforced errors they make in order to 
win against UNT.

“The biggest challenge will be to remain dis-
ciplined and reduce our unforced errors,” Bache 
said. “When it comes down to it, especially in a 
conference with such evenly matched teams, the 
key is to clean up the little things and to make 
less mistakes.”

Volpe said the Conference USA tournament 
is still in the team’s sight. Volpe said that if the 
team can play a clean game and pounce on op-
portunities, the rest of the season will produce a 
bounty of victories.

“Our goal is to win,” Volpe said. “We want to 
win the rest of our matches and get the best seed 
for the C-USA tournament. We know we have the 
talent and the C-USA tournament title is up for 
grabs. We just need to clean up some of our skills 
and minimize our errors. We need to capitalize 
on situations where opponents show weakness. 
When we do these things, anything is possible 
for us.”

Volleyball looks to bounce back from rough weekend in West Texas 

Our team is staying very posi-
tive. We have no doubt in our 
ability to turn things around.

Lizzy Bache
Junior middle blocker

Redshirt freshman Sara Blaiser sets a ball during Friday’s match against the University of Texas, 
San Antonio. The Owls lost a nail-biter 3-2 to the Roadrunners, followed by a 3-0 loss to UTEP 
on Sunday. Rice returns to Tudor Fieldhouse this weekend to play the University of North Texas.

Kaitlin Mcneil/the Paisano

Email thresher@rice.edu.
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WANTED
Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and Ener-
getic teachers wanted. Starting pay rate is $20 
to $32 per hour. Flexible schedules. We pro-
vide all training, all training is paid, and we 
pay for travel. Email your resume to rice-jobs@
testmasters.com.

Wanted: Undergraduate student (prefer-
ably female) to tutor one high school student 
for Math (Algebra/Pre-Calculus) for HL level 
course.  Located at 4020 Swarthmore (near 
Weslayan and University).  2 or 3 evenings 
each week (7-9 PM).  Fee negotiable.  Please 
contact Michael Altman MD.   Phone: 713-665-
5038 (H); 713-628-2106(C).   Please send re-
sume to michael.a.altman@uth.tmc.edu mail 
to: michael.a.altman@uth.tmc.edu

Tutors Needed Immediately! Rice Alum hiring 
tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/High School 
Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Humanities. 
Reliable transportation required. Pay $20-40/
hr based on experience. Contact 832-428-8330 
and email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com 

Mechanical Engineering Work for Hire: 
Alum seeks ME to bring mechanical kitchen 
gadget that grates, grinds & mills to market 
ASAP. Email anne@gambasandgrits.com.

Part Time Tutors Wanted Low to High level 
Math & Science & Other Subjects also needed 
Flexible hours. Must be responsible & punc-
tual $18-$25 per hr Send resume to jobs@
wonder-space.com Rice Graduates Owned & 
Operated

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
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Housing and Dining’s Top Reasons People 
Don’t Eat Cinnamon Rolls for One Week

1. NOD
2. Latent Sexual Frustration
3. New Year’s Resolutions

Places I Want to Be on Saturday
1. Asleep in bed

2. NOD
3. Night of Innocence

U.S News and World Report Top  
Universities (That Hold Social Events)

18. Rice University

National Weather Service’s Most 
Humid Microclimate

1. NOD
2. Sid Hi-Liter

3. Guantanamo Bay

KHOU’s Top Stories on 
Oct. 27, 2012

1. NOD
2. Local ice cream vendor Ignacio Sanz 

saves small child from choking
3. Man discovers secret undergound tunnel 

system in downtown Houston

TABC’s Annual “Drunk Minors”
1. NOD

2. Pearland High School vs. Manvel High 
School Rivalry Football Game
3. Lamar High School Prom

Ben Taub General Hospital’s  
Partner Program

1. Hurricane Ike
2. Heroin
3. NOD

Things at Rice that Were Nationally 
Ranked Back in the Day

1. NOD
2. Girls

3. Education
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