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Things are looking up

Mitch Mackowiak suggests 
a lot can be gained from 
simply looking up.

$15,000 is on the line at 
the next USTA tournament.

The last day to 
drop classes is  

this Friday.

KTRU and Willy’s Pub 
hosted a wild and 
energetic event last 
Thursday.

see Ops p. 2 See A&E p. 8 see Sports p. 11

Tennis takes a 
swing

0see TEDX, page 3

by TINa NazeRIaN
ThResheR Staff

On Oct. 12, TEDxHouston will 
host a full day of presenters and 
activities at Rice University, ac-
cording to the official TEDxHous-
ton 2013 website.

TEDxHouston Experience Co-
ordinator Javier Fadul described 
the event as an exciting celebra-
tion of local ideas and lives.

“You know how you had this 
one teacher who was totally pas-
sionate about what they were 
doing, and their energy and en-
thusiasm not only helped you 
learn, but also redefined what 
you might one day become?” 
Fadul asked. “It’s like a full day 
of those kinds of people present-
ing on diverse and fascinating 
subjects, with four recess breaks 
full of ... friendly people with in-
spiring things to tell you about 
how they live their lives.”

Fadul said the magic of TEDx 
is that it focuses on a broad va-
riety of flavors and perspectives.

“The events bring together 
people from all walks of life to 
spend a few moments together 
and share what it is about their 
world that makes them excited,” 
Fadul said. “By the end of the 
marathon that is a full day of 
these presentations, you start 
finding common threads be-
tween very broad fields.”

The website states that three 
of the 20 presenters, which vary 
in occupation from farmers to 
scientists, are directly related to 
Rice: Adriana Ramirez (Lovett 
College ‘05), Thierry Rignol 
(Duncan College ‘12), and profes-
sor of English Kirsten Ostherr.

Rignol said his presentation 
will cover the intersection of sci-
ence and policy and its future 
implications.

“This has been a subject 
about which I’ve been passion-
ate for many years, most recently 
culminating in my co-founding of 
STEM Works, a nonprofit dedicat-
ed to the advancement of ‘civic 
scientist,’ a term coined by Rice’s 
own [Malcolm Gillis University 
Professor and professor of phys-
ics] Neal Lane,” Rignol said. 

Rignol said he has enjoyed 
the challenge of preparing for his 
talk and has learned a lot about 
himself in the process.

“The hardest part has been to 
winnow a broad and complex set 
of ideas into a single, interesting 
talk,” Rignol said. “A TEDx talk 
really pushes you to dig deep 
and refine a new and inspira-
tional idea that has the potential 
for wide appeal.”

Ostherr said she, as a Rice 
faculty member working on the 
connection between medicine, 
media and the arts, has useful 
resources to draw on in Houston. 

Rice to host 
TEDxHous-
ton talks

Feminism campaign promotes gender equality
by Maha AzIz

FoR the ThResheR

The “Who Needs Feminism?” 
project was brought to Rice to help 
eradicate gender inequality and 
misconceptions about feminism, 
according to campaign organizer 
Anastasia Bolshakov.

“The [project] is pretty much 
a [public relations] campaign at 
Rice for feminism,” Bolshakov, a 
Duncan College junior, said. “It’s 
to show the campus that feminism 
is not this radical, crazy thing but 
that it’s about equality and human 
rights — at least to me.”

The project was conceived at 
Duke University by a group of fe-
male students after they learned 
that many students thought femi-
nism was dead, according to 
the project’s national website, 
whoneedsfeminism.com.

Bolshakov said students at Rice 
could always improve their under-
standing of the feminist movement.

“In our discussions, we talked 
about the definition of feminism 
and why Rice needs it,” Bolshakov 
said. “Many people were able to 
bring up concrete examples of gen-
der inequality on campus.”

Bolshakov and fellow campaign 
organizer Clara Roberts said they 
worked together along with Dun-
can senior Rachel Poppers and 
Duncan Master Luis Duno-Gottberg 
to initiate the project.

“This is not as much of an or-
ganization as it is a movement,” 
Roberts, a Duncan junior, said. “We 
really want people to get thinking 
critically about [feminism] and to 
bring in people who don’t really 
think about this.”

According to Poppers, the proj-
ect was given a test run at Duncan 

before it was brought to the rest of 
campus.

“You interact with people who 
are unlike you every day while you 
are here at Rice,” Poppers said. 
“It’s necessary to learn how to em-
brace those differences.”

Duno-Gottberg said he has high 
hopes that change can be achieved 
at Rice.

“My wish is that Rice students 
come away with a deeper under-
standing of the many forms [in 
which] inequality manifests,” 
Duno-Gottberg said. “This project 
illustrates a method of activism 
around urgent social issues.”

Poppers said feminism is a mis-
understood and uncomfortable 
topic in today’s society.

“I hope more people will embrace 
the ‘f-word,’ ” Poppers said. “Femi-
nism has bad stereotypes associated 
with it that simply aren’t true.”

The project held an event at the 
Rice University Women’s Resource 
Center this past week to give stu-
dents an opportunity to speak their 
minds by providing whiteboards 
for students to complete the state-
ment, ‘I need feminism because … ’

“We didn’t provide a definition 
of feminism [because we wanted] 
to get people to think about how 
feminism applies to them person-
ally,” Roberts said.

According to Roberts, the orga-
nizers frequently upload the photos 
of students and staff posing with 
their reasons for needing feminism 
to the project’s Facebook page, 
“Who Needs Feminism at Rice,” in 
order to raise even more awareness.

Martel College sophomore Au-
drey Smith said she identified in-
stances of inequality better after 
she participated in the project.

0see FEMINISM, page 3
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Up. What a great direction.
It is where we climb. Where the surf is. A su-

perb movie.
You cannot not like Up. But I have a sinking 

feeling we have been giving it less recognition 
nowadays. It has become standard to greet oth-
ers by asking them to acknowledge their aerial 
surroundings (see below).

What’s Up? Not Down. Specifically, any-
where eye-level and above. A large field of vi-
sion to stop acknowledging, no? But Down has 
added a powerful tool to its arsenal: glowing 
screens, tiny and large. The screens are but one 
of several forces that have drained Up of its al-
lure over the decades.

Up used to be all the rage. In Italy, cathedrals 
at the end of every alley fought for your pre-
cious upward gaze. Building facades doubled 
as intelligent billboards, illustrating stories for 
the illiterate (linguistics note: That’s why build-
ing levels are called stories). But who looks up 
at a skyscraper for more than two minutes in 
America today? Same thing with ceilings. If you 
are not in Duncan Hall, ceilings are either plain 
white or those speckled panels that happily 
split with an amateur karate chop. Why do we 
only put patterns on the floor?

Electricity really beat down Up. Have you 
ever seen the night sky in person without light 
pollution? The closest I have come is off Lake 
Michigan, which awed me. Imagine Newton’s 
night sky — you could have seen the Androm-
eda galaxy clear as day (at night). That vista 
would have inspired anyone to invent differ-
ential calculus. It’s a good thing James Turrell 
gave us a way to play with the monochromatic 
Houston sky.

And the insidious car boxes our vision. I did 
not realize cars were a problem until I rode in a 
convertible. You think dashboards give you a 
good view of Up? Please. Sun and moon roofs? 
Cheap gimmicks. When the convertible’s hood 
pulls back, the world opens up. If everyone drove 
convertibles, we would have more astronomers.

Up may be falling out of public approval, but 
we can bring it back if you do exactly as I did not.

A few days ago, I noticed a particularly nice 

sunset while walking to my room on the fabu-
lous sixth floor of Lovett. I gazed for a few sec-
onds, pulled out my phone, and tapped a photo 
of it to save for later (I had places to be). After 
a short pit stop, I exited my room and noticed 
someone leaning on the railing, gazing at the 
sunset. As I walked toward him, I thought his 
behavior peculiar — then mentally slapped my-
self. He was doing nothing wrong; I was. I took 
Up and made it Down, in its apex, no less. How 
shameful! I wanted to hug that guy and thank 
him, but he couldn’t be bothered. He was busy 
enjoying the sunset.

Looking down is not all bad — most times, 
your head or neck is tired, or there are some nice 
flowers or a squirrel eyeing you. But looking 
down for looking down’s sake is lazy, a submis-
sion to gravity, a lack of attention. On my pedes-
trian commute about campus, I frequently catch 
myself lapsing into these episodes, usually just 
before passing some stranger. Why don’t I look 
up? Looking up makes you happier (psychology 
approved) — and more aware of your surround-
ings, so you don’t walk right into a fountain. 
You also look at the interesting part of trees: the 
leaves. You might stop and observe the swaying 
of the boughs or the fluttering of a single leaf. 
And maybe after a few minutes, you will won-
der at the incredible ability trees have to make 
a huge amount of mass and surface area to look 
so ethereal.

Keep your head down, and you close your-
self off from the world. It will spin on without 
you. Keep your head up, and you open yourself 
to the world. It will return the favor.
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Wi-Fi issues need 
to be addressed

Recently, the Rice University com-
munity has experienced a decrease in 
the quality of on-campus Wi-Fi, spe-
cifically with regard to the Rice Owls 
Wi-Fi network available to students, 
faculty and staff (see story, p. 5). The 
Thresher urges Rice Information Tech-
nology to make improving the campus 
Wi-Fi network a priority.

The extra access points that IT has 
added in areas on campus where Wi-Fi 
connection is particularly poor are ap-
preciated. However, because the issue 
is so widespread, it seems necessary to 
find another solution. Many students 
are having trouble finding a functional 
wireless connection all over campus, 
not just in specific places like their 
rooms in the colleges.

On a university campus, students, 
faculty and staff rely on Wi-Fi to do 
much of their work. A lack of an Inter-
net connection should not be an im-
pediment to getting our jobs done. We 
therefore urge IT to look further into 
the causes of the problem and poten-
tial solutions. The explanation that an 
increase in wireless devices on campus 
resulting from students bringing more 
laptops, smartphones, tablets and 
gaming consoles to campus is a con-
tributor to this year’s increased con-
nectivity problems does not appear to 
tell the whole story; the extent to which 
this year’s student body has more elec-
tronic devices than last year’s seems, 
without supporting data, minimal at 
best. IT should consider whether other 
factors may be better able to explain 
the increased issues this year.

Lastly, students need to be patient 
with IT. IT has been accommodating 
and understanding about the Wi-Fi is-
sues. If people experience issues with 
their wireless connection, they can 
and should email helpdesk@rice.edu 
or call the IT Help Desk at 713-348-4357.

More hot food      
at the Hoot

The Thresher would like to corrobo-
rate the general feeling among students 
that hot food at the Hoot is running out 
too quickly. While the Hoot must, of 
course, first have the capital and stable 
consumer base in order to purchase 
more food, the general feeling on cam-
pus appears to be that there is enough 
demand among Rice University students 
for the Hoot’s hot food to justify purchas-
ing additional food, especially given that 
the Hoot’s food is often sold out by 11 
p.m. or midnight, which is only about 
halfway through the Hoot’s hours of op-
eration (see story, p. 4). 

To the extent that it would be fiscally 
responsible — jeopardizing our beloved 
student-run source of late-night food on 
campus would certainly not be in stu-
dents’ best interests — the Hoot should 
make every effort to have hot food in 
stock as close its closing time of 1:30 a.m. 
as possible. There is a happy medium 
between selling out of hot food too early 
and letting food — and therefore money 
— go to waste, and we hope the Hoot 
gets closer to finding it, thus optimizing 
its business and more effectively serving 
the undergraduate student body.

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

Mitch Mackowiak  
is a Lovett College 
freshman and the 
Thresher opinions 
editor.
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“I collaborate extensively with colleagues 
in the Texas Medical Center, and I recently 
gave a talk on my work at the [Contemporary 
Arts Museum Houston], so both communities 
really enrich my work,” Ostherr said. 

According to its website, TED is a non-
profit organization that specializes in host-
ing conferences featuring what it calls ideas 
worth spreading. The website states TEDx 
programs are a similar concept but are orga-
nized by independent groups.

“TEDx is a program of local, self-orga-
nized events that bring people together to 
share a TED-like experience,” TED’s website 
states. “At a TEDx event, TED talks video and 
live speakers combine to spark deep discus-
sion and connection in a small group. These 
local, self-organized events are branded 
TEDx, where x [refers to an] independently 
organized TED event. The TED conference 
provides general guidance for the TEDx pro-
gram, but individual TEDx events are self-
organized.”

Fadul, the TEDxHouston experience coor-
dinator, said TEDx is an experiment in self-

organization and has united people in local 
communities in surprising ways. He said the 
event would not be possible without the help 
and support of those groups.

“Coming together to celebrate ideas worth 
spreading is the cure for a lot of the negativ-
ity that traditional media seems to focus on,” 
Fadul said. “It’s really all about community: 
The presenters are nominated by people who 
have attended in the past; the coordinators, 
sponsors and volunteers who help bring the 
event to life invest a whole lot into the experi-
ence; and finally, the presenters themselves, 
the people whose ideas we are highlighting, 
go through a whole lot in order to get their 
ideas distilled into the TED format.”

Fadul said the theme of this year’s TEDx-
Houston, “The Other Thing,” builds off of 
previous years’ themes and will hopefully al-
low the organization to continue the trend in 
the future.

“The opening theme of ‘Expanding Per-
ceptions’ in 2010 was quite an opener, and 
highlights like [presenters] Brene Brown and 
Dan Phillips did just that,” Fadul said. “From 
what we learned about Houston’s multicul-
tural diversity, the theme in 2011 became a 
question ‘Where do we go from here?’ and 
the presenters touched on a lot of ideas about 
the evolution of our city. In response to that 

question, 2012’s ‘Resonate’ tried to explore 
how our diversity could find a single voice, 
and now with 2013 and ‘The Other Things,’ 
we are opening up the resonance chamber 
with a multitude of surprising flavors from 
moon shots to the little things.”

Fadul said every theme influences the 
event in subtle ways, but that it is ultimately 
the presenters and their ideas that determine 
the meaning and impact taken away from the 
conference. 

“[The presenters] have all been working 
hard to try to determine what ‘other things’ 
might be left unturned,” Fadul said.

Fadul said the curation team somewhat 
alters the speaker selection process each year 
in order to best suit the theme.

“This year, everyone who is presenting 
was nominated by someone in the commu-
nity,” Fadul said. “After their nomination, 
we had an in-person meeting where several 
[members] of the curation team got to hear 
the presenter’s story in person, exploring 
both their history, how they landed in what 
they do, and what they would be doing if 
they had no limitations. From the interviews, 
we discussed ... different approaches and 
overall reasons why we felt a given speaker 
matched the theme and might be a good fit 
for the event.”

One of the presenters at this year’s TEDx-
Houston, Program Coordinator for Divine 
Leaders Inc. Cavanaugh Nweze said he is pas-
sionate about his topic, which is urban gar-
dening specifically as well as farming gener-
ally, despite his profession as an accountant.

“What inspires me to talk about urban 
gardening or farming in general [are] the re-
sponses I get when people find out I am in 
a profession that can be so conservative and 
clean-cut but chose to become a part of an-
other industry that is usually seen as much 
more rough and rugged,” Nweze said. 

Jones College sophomore Hojin Kim said 
he thinks TEDxHouston will be exciting.

“A lot of Rice students are not from Hous-
ton, so the talks can make them interested in 
what’s going on in Houston, where they live 
right now and where they will continue to 
live,” Kim said.

Fadul said the venue will not be able to 
hold everyone interested in attending, so al-
ternate viewing methods will be available. 
According to Fadul, members of the Rice and 
Houston community who are not able to ob-
tain tickets to attend the event can still watch 
the talks at a simulcast location or online.

For more information on TEDxHouston or 
to watch the talks online, visit the event web-
site at tedxhouston.com/2013/events.php.

0tedx
from page 1

Outspoken Bean, Slam poetKristen Ostherr, Rice professorAdriana Ramirez, Poet Thierry Rignol, Nonprofit founder
Adriana E. Ramirez (Lovett College ’05) 

is a nonfiction writer and performance poet 
with her work focused on “death fantasies” 
and violence. She was once ranked the 26th 
slam poet in the world the  and she now 
runs the Steel City Slam in Pittsburgh. Oc-
casionally, she teaches English at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburg. She has performed her 
poetry around the world, and her first poet-
ry collection Trusting in Imaginary Spaces 
will be published soon.

Thierry Rignol (Duncan College ’12) fo-
cused his education in biomedical engi-
neering and political science. He now seeks 
to share his passion for combining science 
and the liberal arts. Rignol co-founded 
World STEM Works, a non-profit that focus-
es on science diplomacy. Within one year, 
he expanded his organization from a small 
Houston-based organization in a group that 
operates in five countries. He is currently a 
consultant at PacWest Consulting Partners.

Rice professor Kristen Ostherr is a multi-
facted individual. Despite officially being an 
English professor, she teaches film and media 
studies, and has expansive work in the me-
dial field. She is co-founder and director of the 
Medical Futures Lab and is currently pursuing 
a Master of Public Health degree at UT-Hous-
ton. Ostherr has recently published on wide 
topics from medical animation to science fic-
tion film. She has lectured in cities around the 
world including Geneva and New York.

Outspoken Bean performs spoken word 
poetry. He is a Texas Poet Laureate nominee 
and was ranked 25th in the Individual World 
Poetry Slam 2012. In addition to his global 
performances, Outspoken Bean has worked 
with  the Harris County Department of Educa-
tion and Houston Grand Opera. He also directs 
Meta-Four Houston, a non-profit organization 
that aims to increase literacy and expand criti-
cal thinking through reading, creative writing, 
poetry and performance. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Pub lunch menu now 
includes Jason’s Deli

Willy’s Pub has begun offering Ja-
son’s Deli on its lunch menu, according 
to General Manager Helene Dick.

“The old menu was made in-house,” 
Dick, a Martel College senior, said. “To 
simplify the job for bartenders and 
ensure quality for the community, we 

decided to go with a vendor instead.”
Dick said the new menu has attracted 

more customers.
“We wanted to provide another 

option for lunch,” Dick said. “It’s only 
been a few weeks, but it’s going pretty 
steadily, and we’re consistently seeing 
more and more people come down [to 
Pub for lunch]. I’m optimistic [the menu 
with Jason’s Deli] will stay for the fore-
seeable future.”

RUPD BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Sept. 30 to Oct. 6.

Residential Colleges
Duncan College
Duncan College
Lovett College

Other Buildings
Duncan Hall
Keck Hall
Fondren Library
Herring Hall

Other Locations
Laboratory Road
West Lot
Main Street

Oct. 1
Oct. 3
Oct. 6

Sept. 30
Sept. 30
Oct. 1
Oct. 6

Oct. 4
Oct. 5
Oct. 6

Welfare check
Theft of bicycle
Liquor law violation

Theft
Theft
Theft of bicycle
Criminal mischief

Public intoxication
Public intoxication
Reckless driving

Pub’s New Jason’s Deli Selections:

Amy’s Turkey-O
$5.75
Onion bun with turkey, avocado, pepper 
jack cheese, red onions, tomatotes, let-
tuce and mustard

Lighter Roast Beef
$6.00
Telera bread with roast beef, luttuce, to-
mato, mayo and mustard

Spinah Veggie Wrap
$5.25
Organic wheat wrap with mushrooms, 
organic spinach, asiago cheese, guaca-
mole and pico de gallo

Roasted Turkey
$6.25
Whole grain wheat with roasted turkey 
breast, lettuce and tomato

“I had always assumed that women had 
reached a point of being treated the same as 
men,” Smith said. “Being around and inter-
acting with people who were more conscious 
of feminist issues made me start to notice 
them as well.”

Lovett College junior Daniel Imas said he 
wrote on his whiteboard, “I need feminism 
because they shouldn’t be called women’s 
rights — they’re human rights.”

“It is important that males send a message 
that reinforces female equality,” Imas said. 
“If I can lend my voice to a movement that 
fights to give my mom, my female friends and 
my female role models a voice, it seems like 
a no-brainer to me that I should support it.”

Bolshakov, Roberts and Poppers said 
they will continue the “Who Needs Femi-
nism?” project at Rice and try to eliminate 
inequality based on gender, race and other 
factors here.

“It’s important for young people not to forget 
how far the U.S. has come in terms of equality, 
but also how far we have left to go,” Imas said.

0feminism 
from page 1 NEWS IN BRIEF

NOD theme selected 
after controversy

The new theme for Wiess College’s 
Night of Decadence public party is 
196NOD: Come Together, Right Now 
(All) Over Me, according to Wiess Social 
Amber Callan.

The theme, which plays off The 
Beatles’ 1969 single “Come Together,” 
was chosen after the previous theme, 
Around the World in NODy Ways, was 

vetoed because of concerns about cultural 
insensitivity, according to Callan, a junior.

Callan said the change in theme does 
not change Wiess’ goals for the party.

“Our goal this year, like every year, is 
to make NOD safe and fun for all parties 
involved,” Callan said. “We’re work-
ing with many resources (Rice Health 
Advisors, Student Judicial Programs, the 
Rice University Police Department, chief 
justices, etc.) to ensure that information 
about NOD gets out to every student and 
that everyone has an amazing time.”

SPeAKeR SNeAK PeAK: images courtesy tedxhouston
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by Christen Sparago
Assistant News Editor

The Hoot has changed its hot food order-
ing process, according to General Manager 
Mattie Pena.

Pena, a Martel College junior, oversees the 
Hoot North and South restaurant managers in 
placing hot food orders and said it is hard to 
predict the amount of hot food the Hoot might 
sell on any given night.

“The process [of deciding how much hot 
food to order] is extremely difficult,” Pena said. 
“We know customers get disappointed when we 
run out of food, but the Hoot is proving itself to 
be a sustainable business as we continue to ad-
just our hot food sales and reduce waste.”

Hoot South Restaurant Manager Allison 
Connell said she is responsible for ordering 
Papa John’s pizza for both the North and South 
locations.

“I decide how much to order based on his-
torical data of hot food sales,” Connell, a Sid 
Richardson College senior, said. “Major factors 
include what day of the week it is, what other 
events are occurring on campus and nights be-
fore major tests.”

According to Connell, the Hoot had previ-
ously lost a significant amount of profit due to 
unsold hot food.

“Before last year, ordering was done with 
the thought that the Hoot should have hot food 
available until closing,” Connell said. “How-
ever, this was not a feasible business model. 
Food that had not been sold by closing was a 
straight loss. Our [new] goal is to run out of hot 
food around 12:45 [a.m.] each night.”

Hoot North Restaurant Manager Carey Skin-
ner said she and Connell make sure to also take 
data from previous years into consideration 
when deciding how much hot food to order. 
Skinner, a Duncan College junior, said she is 
in charge of ordering Chick-fil-A for both the 
north and south locations of the Hoot.

“There are definitely other factors that con-
tribute, like weather and study breaks,” Skin-
ner said. “We look at the order history from 
the past week and [from the current] week of 
school the past year.”

Skinner said losing money from not selling 
out of hot food is problematic for a business as 
small as the Hoot.

“There is a break-even point of an amount 
of each hot food item we must sell every night 
in order to pay employees and make any prof-
it,” Skinner said. “Having leftovers means we 
paid for a lot of wasted product, which de-
creases our profit.”

Duncan College junior Jake LaViola said 
he wishes the Hoot had hot food available 
later at night.

“I’ve gone to the Hoot a few times around 
midnight or 12:15 a.m., and they have frequently 
been out of hot food,” LaViola said. “I would love 
for them to have more hot food since I do not get 
out of rehearsals and meetings until 11 p.m.”

Lovett College junior Daniel Imas said the 
Hoot has been sold out of hot food roughly half 
the times he has visited.

“The Hoot exists to serve as a late-night 
food option for Rice students who have few 
options without having to drive off campus,” 
Imas said. “When they run out of food early on 
a consistent basis because of under-ordering, 
they aren’t serving their purpose or the Rice 
student body.”

Connell said the Hoot offers many other op-
tions for purchase so that students will not have 
to go hungry in the event hot food is sold out.

“We want to have something for customers 
who come later in the night, [so] we offer items 
such as ramen, chips, pop tarts and candy 
bars,” Connell said. “Additionally, this week, 
we are running a special on hummus and pret-
zel cups, which we may add permanently to 
the menu if they do well.”

Pena said the Hoot’s new hot food ordering 
process is just one example of the opportuni-
ties student-run businesses give students to 
learn about management.

“Three years ago, Hoot managers were just 
beginning to experiment with sales and prod-
ucts and were unaware of the trends,” Pena said. 
“Now, the business has grown to the point where 
we are able to predict market trends and adjust 
accordingly. I hope Rice leadership can under-
stand how much hard work and learning goes 
into making the Hoot a successful business.”

Hoot changes ordering 
process for hot food

Customers consider their late-night food options at the Hoot North, located at West Serv-
ery. The Hoot North is open Monday to Friday and Sunday from 9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.

Student Association President Yoonjin Min leads the class 
of 2014 in a toast during Senior Toast on Thursday, Oct. 3. 
The event, hosted by the Senior Class Gift Committee and 
the Rice Ring Committee, was moved from the Rice Art 
Gallery patio to Duncan Hall due to afternoon rainstorms.

Seniors raise a 
glass to their final 
year at Rice

dante zakhidov/thresher

courtesy anastasia bolshakov
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The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Oct. 7.

■■■ SA External Vice President Ravi Sheth announced that there will soon be a 
survey to gather student feedback about upcoming curriculum changes to 
the system of post-matriculation transfer credit and the add/drop system. 
The survey will begin after midterm recess and will be sent to individual 
Rice students via email.

■■■ SA President Yoonjin Min unveiled new features on the SA website, includ-
ing a new layout, a petitions system and a Vine account.

■■■ SA Parliamentarian Brian Baran provided updates on the Committee on 
Constitutional Revisions. Baran said the committee has restructured the 
constitution and bylaws into a single document and is now working on im-
proving the document on a topic-by-topic basis. The committee will focus 
this week on the legislative branch. Students are welcome to attend the 
committee’s weekly meetings on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. in the Rice Memo-
rial Center’s Second Floor Conference Room and should send any sugges-
tions or feedback to bbaran@rice.edu.

■■■ SA Internal Vice President Nathan Liu said the SA/GSA Research Mixer that 
took place Monday, Oct. 7 was a success. Students can email feedback to 
njl3@rice.edu.

■■■ The Student Senate considered Senate Resolution No. 3, which sets forth 
the student body’s opinion on the parking situation at Rice and calls for  
both short- and long-term remedies. The Senate passed the resolution.

■■■ Min introduced a resolution supporting renovations of the area outside 
Keck Hall. The renovations would not require funding from the SA and 
would include an outdoor patio that would allow the building to house pre-
sentations and conferences with outdoor receptions. The Senate will vote 
on the resolution in two weeks.

■■■ New student representatives introduced the 2013-14 Best Practices project 
topics of Peer-to-Peer Mentoring, Alumni Relations, and Spirit and Brand-
ing. Project details and contact information are available at sa.rice.edu/
best-practices-projects.

■■■ McMurtry College Senator Gabriel Teo discussed ways to better serve the 
increasing international student population at Rice. Teo said he plans to 
work with the International Students Association and the Office of Inter-
national Students and Scholars to better integrate international students 
into the colleges, foster more interactions between local and international 
students, and improve academic and social support for international stu-
dents. Teo said having one international student liaison at each college 
during Orientation Week is under consideration. Students can send ques-
tions or suggestions to kt14@rice.edu.

■■■ Min announced that there will be a new international and cultural arts festi-
val Saturday, Oct. 19 funded by monies set aside from the KTRU sale by the 
Asset Liquidation Funds Appropriation Committee. 

The SA will next meet Monday, Oct. 21 at 9 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion.

by Anita Alem
For the Thresher

In recent weeks, Rice University Information 
Technology has seen an increase in the number 
of complaints associated with the Rice Owls Wi-
Fi network, according to Director of Networking, 
Telecommunications and Data Center Operations 
William Deigaard. 

Deigaard said IT tracks the number of com-
plaints through a ticketing system, in which pa-
trons who contact the IT Help Desk can open a 
ticket so that their case is properly managed.

“We have noticed a general trend toward a 
larger number of tickets coming in, with people 
saying that [they] can’t get connected or [their] 
signal is weak,” Deigaard said. “There are lots of 
causes that all sort of converge at the same time.”

The reasons for the Wi-Fi difficulties include 
power failures, interfering devices and old drivers 
on computers, according to Deigaard. However, 
Deigaard said the main issue was a large influx of 
wireless devices.

“Everybody’s showed up with a laptop, an 
iPhone or an Android device, [or] a tablet of some 
sort,” Deigaard said. “One of the big problems is 
the sheer number of devices competing for the 
shared space. Think of the wireless as a fixed-size 
freeway. With four cars, everybody gets all the 
lanes they want. [With] 500 cars on it, they’re still 

moving, [but] it’s just a lot slower, and your expe-
rience is not as good.”

Senior Network Architect Danny Eaton said 
there are several devices that connect to the same 
radio frequency as that of networking devices, re-
sulting in interference.

“Microwave ovens, Xbox controllers, Blue-
tooth keyboards, wireless speakers — all of that 
can contribute to interference and very poor per-
formance,” Eaton said. “[With] an Xbox 360, com-
munication from the controller to the bay station 
is all in the 2.4 gigahertz. So if you have an [access 
point] in your room, you could be causing any-
body using the 2.4 gigahertz on that access point 
… to have problems.”

Martel College senior Denis Leahy said he re-
cently had a new access point installed outside 
his dorm room.

“I’ve been having poor connection, and [the 
Internet] has been randomly disconnecting pretty 
frequently,” Leahy said. “I haven’t had any prob-
lems since [they installed the access point].”

Deigaard said IT has made several improve-
ments by adding access points in particularly 
problematic areas where students reported hav-
ing connectivity issues. He said IT will be able to 
make the most effective adjustments if students 
report their connectivity issues along with where 
and when they occur. However, Deigaard said 
there is a limit to the effectiveness of adding ac-
cess points in easing the connectivity issues.

“We are always looking for ways to advance 
the wireless network,” Deigaard said. “Just about 
every enhancement requires money. Every time 
you add additional access points, you use up 
some of the [radio frequencies], and sometimes 
there isn’t enough [radio frequency] to make that 
work. So one thing to do is to add more wireless.”

Deigaard said students also have another op-
tion besides wireless: an Ethernet connection.

“[A patch cord] is more inconvenient, but 
if you want to have a very, very good connected 
experience, you’ve got to think about using it,” 
Deigaard said. “It takes you off the wireless road 
and pretty much gives you your own personal 
HOV lane. We’re not saying that’s the fix, but it’s 
not like wireless is your only choice.”

Users can report issues with connecting to the 
Internet by emailing helpdesk@rice.edu or calling 
the IT Help Desk at 713-348-4357.

Rice Wi-Fi complaints increase

One of the big problems is 
the sheer number of de-
vices competing for shared 
space.

William Deigaard
Director of Networking
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Ellen’s picks for this                  

week’s best events outside 
the hedges. Time to explore 

the wonderful world  
of Houston.

You, ME & Moi
The one and only Toro Y Moi is 
arriving in Houston to perform 
electronic mix that has been 
described as everything from 
chillwave to something resem-
bling a ‘90s dance-mix sound. 
See his concert on Thursday, 
Oct. 10 at 9 p.m. Tickets start at 
$23.

House of Blues Houston
1204 Caroline St.

www.houseofblues.com

NEW MaTH?
Bo Burnham, the youngest come-
dian ever to record a Comedy Cen-
tral hour, is famous for lyrics like, 
“What’s a pirate minus a ship? / 
Just a creative homeless guy.” As 
part of his tour, titled “What,” 
Burnham will combine stand-up, 
music and anything else he finds 
entertaining. The show is Friday, 
Oct. 11 at 8 p.m. Admission is $34.

Wortham Theater Center
500 Texas Ave.

www.houstonfirstthe-
aters.com

PaLaHNiuK
Palahniuk’s books are filled 
with pearls of wisdom. Try 
some of his quotes: “Game 
shows are designed to make 
us feel better about the ran-
dom, useless facts that are all 
we have left of our education.” 
Or how about, “All God does 
is watch us and kill us when 
we get boring. We must never, 
ever be boring”? Don’t miss the 
author of Fight Club, Invisible 
Monsters, Choke and Survivor 
on Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. 
for $30.

Firehouse Saloon
5930 Southwest Freeway
www.murderbooks.com

ZiNE FEST 
Zine [noun]: a noncommercial 
publication with a circulation 
of less than 1,000 devoted to un-
conventional and often quirky 
(see: hipster [adj.]) topics. For 
examples, see ArtLab’s next 
zine. For more examples, see 
Zine Fest Houston, at which a 
plethora of underground media 
will be shared. The event takes 
place Saturday, Oct. 12 from 3 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Admission is free.

Museum of Printing History
1324 West Clay St.

zinefesthouston.org

 
by Benjamin Huber-Rodriguez

Thresher Staff

Innovation in music is strikingly 
hit-or-miss. Most bands possess a new 
sound in the release of their initial re-
cords, which as they mature, they de-
cide either to push in a new direction 
or continue working with the already-
established formula. While the former 
can help a band achieve new musical 
heights, it can also backfire and alienate 
former fans. Mechanical Bull, the sixth 
proper studio album by Nashville, Tenn. 
family band Kings of Leon, is the rare al-
bum that does both, bringing the band 
back to its Southern-rock roots without 
sacrificing the new artistic dimensions it 
has acquired over the years.

Kings of Leon burst onto the scene 
in 2003 with its debut album Youth and 
Young Manhood and was immediately 
praised for a Southern-rock style remi-
niscent of Creedence Clearwater Revival. 
By the time Only By the Night was re-
leased in 2008, the band had achieved 
a complete reversal from its previous 
sound, trading in rollicking rock ‘n’ roll 
licks about dive bars and loose women 
for grandiose, arena-rock glory. After 
the critical and commercial failure of 
2010’s Come Around Sundown, it appears 
the Kings listened to their criticism, as 
Mechanical Bull comes back to all those 
Southern belles and rowdy bar fights it 
never should have left. 

 Lead single and opening track “Su-
persoaker” is a straightforward rock 
track about girls, guns and the good 
old delta, while “Rock City” hits with a 
bluesy riff so smooth it could make Jack 
White blush. Together, the two tracks put 
away any doubts that the Followills were 
born and raised in the land of Dixie.

No Kings of Leon album has ever been 
as self-aware as Mechanical Bull, with 
lines detailing the band’s return to its 
roots, “Picking up the pieces in the world 

I know / With one in the fire and 
one in the snow / It’s a comeback 
story of a lifetime.” At times, 
though, the group overdoes it, as 
on the arena-ready ballad “To-

Mechanical Bull 
 B

Players take on tragedies of Rabbit Hole

0see BULL, page 8

QIXUAN HUANG/THRESHER
Jones College senior Hayley Jones shines as Becca, a mother who lost her 4-year-old son, in the Rice Players’ production of Rabbit Hole.

Rabbit Hole
A-

Where to watch: Thursday through Satur-
day, Oct. 10-12, at 8 p.m. in Hamman Hall.

What: A family reconciles with the death 
of their son in this creative take on a 
tragedy

by Taylor Britt
For the Thresher

Tragedy is a familiar theme in the realm of the-
ater, but few plots center on the aftermath of trag-
edy, rather than the action of it. Rabbit Hole, a 2005 
play written by David Lindsay-Abaire that both 
won the 2007 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and was 
turned into a hit 2010 drama starring Nicole Kid-
man (Moulin Rouge!), achieves just this. The Rice 
Players’ Rabbit Hole, directed by Rice Players alum 
Rob Kimbro and produced by Hanszen College se-
nior Michael Hollis, opened Thursday, Oct. 3.

In Rabbit Hole, a young couple mourns the 
death of their 4-year-old son Danny. Laughter, 
anger and grief all intermingle in this bittersweet 
family drama that portrays how the mourning of a 
lost loved one affects relationships between family 
members. The Rice Players cast and crew success-
fully create a strong dynamic in their portrayal of 
the intense family bonds resonant within the mel-
ancholy world of this modern tragedy.

The details of the accident that killed Danny 
unfold with the plot, and as time passes, tempers 
rise. The cast, which performs well overall, is most 
vivid when angry, and the tense and heated con-
versations, especially in the second half of the 
play, draw the audience further into 
this complicated world. 

Jones College senior Hayley Jones 
plays Becca, the mother of a recently 
deceased child who is still having 
trouble coping with memories of her 
son that linger in their house and in-

stead tries to hide all evidence of her son to avoid 
facing the pain of his absence. Jones is strong in 
her portrayal of Becca, especially in the emotion-
ally intense latter half of the production. She fills 
the shoes of Becca well, and her character devel-
opment is consistent and convincing. Although 
she puts on a solid performance throughout the 
play, her acting is most dynamic when she is an-
gry or passionate. 

McMurtry College sophomore Rachel Lands-
man is a suitable Izzy, the classic naive younger 
sibling who is living out her rebellious years 
with considerable enthusiasm. Aside from her 
blunt humor, it is hard to like Izzy as a character 
because she is self-centered and unsympathetic 
to her sister’s state of mind. Landsman does her 
job satisfactorily but does not add much to the 
dynamics of the play and is a little forgettable 
as a character. At times, she is perhaps too thor-
ough in her portrayal of emotion to the point that  
it feels insincere. 

Duncan College junior Jake LaViola was ex-
pertly cast as Howie, the supportive, yet weary, 
husband. Despite the tragic role, LaViola’s keen 
sense of humor keeps his relationship with Becca 
engaging, and his subtle mannerisms lend au-
thenticity to his words and actions. LaViola fur-
ther maintains an impressive ability to command 
the stage without overshadowing the other actors 
in his scenes. That he truly cares about Becca and 
her troubles is difficult to doubt.

The final member of the family, Nat, played 
by Fondren Library Serials Catalog Librarian 
Alice Rhoades, is the mother of Izzy and Becca. 
Rhoades adopts the character of Nat perfectly; 
her comic timing is spot-on, and she keeps the 
play moving with her ease of wit. She does 
an exceptional job in a memorable scene in 
which Rhoades and Jones pack away the child’s 

things, carry-
ing out a heart- 

wrenching conversation with ease and  
conviction.

The cast is not alone; it is supported of course 
by a crew and direction that benefit the drama of 
the play. The lighting and set design lend a cer-
tain intimacy to the actors and audience. The set 
is a highly ambitious, completely student-made 
replica of a two-story house, complete with car-
peting, moulding, hardwood floors, light fix-
tures and a pantry full of homemade desserts. 
Its effect is strong: it is elaborate enough to be 
convincing, but simple enough not to detract 
from the action onstage. The decision to remove 
the need for set changes during scene transi-
tions allows the play to progress more quickly 
and prevents the audience from disengaging  
with the story.

Some of the props, however, can be distract-
ing. There are a lot of food items that have to be 
carefully served and consumed, detracting from 
the dialogue. The idea of the characters carrying 
out everyday activities is appropriate for a play 
based on daily life, but in this case, the props may 
be a bit much. Contrastingly, an intelligent sound 
design features music that is appropriately bluesy.

Kimbro, who has previously directed Dog 
Sees God, Macbeth, Postmortem, Betrayal and 
Rough Crossing at Rice University, does a solid 
job of bringing out the drama in this story and 
creating a smoothly executed production. The 
Rice Players’ Rabbit Hole, though not always 
perfect, is nevertheless a stirring portrayal of 
tragedy in its aftermath.

The final performances of Rabbit Hole are 
T h u r s d a y 
through Satu-
day, Oct. 10-12, 
at 8 p.m. in 
Hamman Hall.

Rabbit Hole
A-

Where to watch: Thursday through Satur-
day, Oct. 10-12, at 8 p.m. in Hamman Hall.

What: A family reconciles with the death 
of a son in this creative take on a tragedy.
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Renowned jazz duo 
makes U.S. premiere

By Skye Wang
Thresher Staff

German jazz musician Peter Broetzmann and 
Japanese instrumentalist and singer-songwriter 
Keiji Haino make their North American debut as a 
duet in a series of performances this week, culmi-
nating in their joint performance on Wednesday, 
Oct. 9 at 8 p.m. in the Rice University Media Cen-
ter. The performance will promote Broetzmann’s 
exhibit, “Peter Broetzmann Graphic: Design 
Work 1958-2013,” which is on display at the Rice 
Media Center’s Visual and Dramatic Arts Main 
Gallery from Oct. 8 to Nov. 14. The Wednesday 
performance will be the last in the series of per-
formances by both artists this week.

Following a solo performance by Haino Mon-
day night, Broetzmann played a jazz saxophone 
improvisation at James Turrell’s Twilight Epiph-
any Skyspace Tuesday, Oct. 8. According to the 
fall 2013 Shepherd School of Music Newsletter, 
the improv performance was intended by the 
artist to reflect the changing colors and shadows 
of a light sequence in the Skyspace and is only 

a glimpse of Broetzmann’s artistic abilities and 
musical interpretations.

As a visual artist and multi-reedist, 
Broetzmann is an acclaimed leader in the Europe-
an free jazz movement who, according to a Shep-
herd School of Music newsletter, possesses an 
elegant mastery of the saxophone, clarinet and 
tarogato. His rich timbre and expansive sound 
work well with Haino’s unpredictable yet volu-
minous and lyrical range of expression in vocals, 
guitar and percussion. These two artists cooper-
ated earlier in their careers to produce the album 
Evolving Blush or Driving Original Sin.

Rice Electroacoustic Music Labs Director and 
associate professor of composition and theory 
Kurt Stallmann said the performance is part of a 
project funded by a grant from the Rice University 
Arts Initiatives Fund.

“I envisioned a series that would forge inter-
disciplinary connections with other schools on 
campus,” Stallmann said. “The Turrell Skyspace 
is an exciting venue for experimental music, and I 
wanted to explore properties of the space not only 
through music, but through visual and architec-
tural lenses as well.”

According to a Rice News article, Broetzmann 
and Haino’s performances are the results of a 
joint effort between the Department of Visual and 
Dramatic Arts, the Shepherd School of Music, the 
Chao Center for Asian Studies, Nameless Sound  
and  the Houston Arts Alliance. Specifically, the 
fall 2013 Shepherd School of Music newsletter 
states that Grace Christian Vietti Chair of Visual 
and Dramatic Arts John Sparagana and Nameless 
Sound founder and musician David Dove joined 
Stallmann to get the project off the ground. 

Broetzmann and Haino’s previous com-
bined efforts have been highly praised  
by critics. 

Alan Cummings, from the music maga-
zine Forced Exposure, wrote, “[Haino and 
Broetzmann are] a superb exhibition of con-
trolled alchemy.”

Admission to Broetzmann and Haino’s Oct. 9 
performance is $10 with a student ID.

The Turrell Skyspace is an 
exciting venue for experi-
mental music, and I wanted 
to explore properties of the 
space not only through mu-
sic, but through visual and 
architectural lenses as well.

Kurt Stallmann
Associate professor of 

composition and theory
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 This Week in Entertainment by Louis Lesser

courtesy 20th century fox

The Heat 
 

One of the year’s biggest comedies stars Sandra Bull-
ock (Gravity) and Melissa McCarthy (Identity Thief) in a fe-
male buddy comedy. When an FBI special agent and a foul-
mouthed Boston cop are made partners, they must learn 
to work together and overcome their differences in order to 
take down a notorious mob boss. Bonus features include 
exclusive behind-the-scenes documentaries; several audio 
commentaries; and deleted, alternate and extended scenes.

Fortress 
Alter Bridge

After transitioning into a complex and dark sound with its 
last album, hard rock group Alter Bridge returns with a similar 
effort that has thus far been met with effusive critical acclaim, 
with some calling it the band’s best work to date. Lead single 
“Addicted to Pain” serves as evidence that the alternative 
metal collective has maintained its guitar-driven identity, and 
the album’s success in Europe, where it has already been re-
leased, suggests that stateside fans are in for a treat.

Lightning Bolt 
 Pearl Jam

 The 10th studio album from this‘90s rock powerhouse 
is Pearl Jam’s first new studio release in four years, featur-
ing more of a punk-rock edge than in earlier music. With a 
darker, more atmospheric sound than Pearl Jam’s previous 
efforts, the collection includes already-released singles 
“Mind Your Manners” and the Pink Floyd-inspired “Sirens,” 
both of which have charted moderately on U.S. rock charts, 
as well as 10 other original songs.

courtesy open road films

Machete Kills 
 

This sequel to cult action film Machete (2010) is, like its 
predecessor, directed, produced, written, filmed and edited 
by Robert Rodriguez (Grindhouse) and stars Danny Trejo (Spy 
Kids) again in the title role. In this follow-up, the protagonist 
is recruited by the U.S. president (Charlie Sheen, Anger Man-
agement) to stop a revolutionary arms dealer (Mel Gibson, 
Signs) from organizing terror riots across the globe. The film 
also features Lady Gaga’s acting debut. R. 108 minutes.

Captain Phillips 
 

Director Paul Greengrass, known for his films based on 
real-life events (United 93), directs Academy Award winner 
Tom Hanks (Cast Away) in the real story of Captain Richard 
Phillips, who was taken hostage by Somali pirates during 
the Maersk Alabama hijacking of 2009. The film, based on 

the captain’s autobiography, has already earned strong 
reviews from critics, with many specifically praising Hanks 

in a comeback role. PG-13. 134 minutes. Also in Imax.

Pacific Rim 
 

This love-it-or-hate-it film from director Guillermo del Toro 
(The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey) showcases a futuristic 
battle between colossal sea monsters and human-piloted 
robots, influenced by the works of filmmakers such as Ray 
Harryhausen (Clash of the Titans, 1981) and Ishiro Honda 
(Godzilla, 1954). The movie may have been more successful in 
foreign box office receipts than it was domestically, but it has 
developed a cult following. 

night,” on which lead singer Caleb Followill 
wails as if Kings of Leon’s rebirth were some 
prophetic event. The band is better when it 
sticks to fast tunes about fast times, songs 
in which the subject material never gets too 
heavy. Particularly catchy are the bouncing, 
12-bar boogie of “Family Tree” and the boy-
ish “Temple.” These songs are by no means 
groundbreaking — or even contenders for 
the best songwriting Kings of Leon has done 
— but the band knows what it is, and it does 
Southern rock right.

While Mechanical Bull finds Kings of 
Leon at its oldest and most self-reflective, it 
still fits canonically somewhere in 2005 or 
2006. The band has given up its more inno-
vative rock attempts, but the Followills still 
play the straightforward approach remark-
ably well, sounding simultaneously youth-
ful and like seasoned professionals. The 
subject matter of the record may leave some 
longing for more, but the catchy tunes and 
the teased-out wordplay make Mechanical 
Bull a fine comeback for a band blinded by 
its success. 

The cover of the record depicts a dive bar 
called The Mechanical Bull, where presum-
ably drunken daredevils hop on the back 
of a robotic beast in the hopes of winning 
admiration. While Kings of Leon may have 
been thrown off the bucking bull a few 
times, it has put a few more drinks away and 
gotten right back on. So give it the respect it 
deserves, and see how long it can last this 
time.

by Taylor Britt
For the Thresher

KTRU hosted its first “Beats and Beer” event 
at Willy’s Pub last Thursday night. It was not 
the first rap show I had seen at Willy’s Pub (a 
young Fat Tony played there a couple of years 
ago), but it was definitely the wildest.

Thanks mostly to the high energy brought 
by headliner Rai P, who has been turning up 
Houston’s clubs since 2006 with songs like 
“Ain’t Bout That Life,” the atmosphere was cha-
otic, and the event was definitely a success.

DJs and twin brothers Siddiq and Jay Smith 
started things off with some cool tracks, culmi-
nating in Future’s new menacing single “Sh!t.” 
Local rapper Quinn took the stage next and 
played a few jams before being joined by Rai 

P for their songs “Booty Springs” (produced 
by  June James) and “Do it like Maliah,” which 
is about the famous Houston stripper, Maliah, 
who was once Drake’s girlfriend. Rai P played 
a couple of songs solo before finishing his set 
with “Swagged Up I Be Killin” (also produced 
by James), which he was joined in rapping by a 
surprisingly talented Rice student, Martel Col-
lege junior Danny Connolly, who came out of 
the crowd.

Rap shows do not commonly come to Rice, 
but the event’s crowd seemed to enjoy the expe-
rience nonetheless. By the end of the night, the 
initial divides between the normal Pub crowd, 
non-Rice people who came for the show, and 
KTRU members experiencing the music on a 
mobius strip of self-awareness dissolved, and 
Pub became the dungeon of twerking that Rai 
P demanded.

“Beats and Beer” offered Rice a great oppor-
tunity to witness Houston’s underground rap 
scene, which continues to innovate and cre-
ate exciting new styles even as demand for the 
traditional screwed Houston sound has grown 
dramatically nationwide. None of the perform-
ers bothered catering to this expectation: Sid-
diq and Jay played hits from Atlanta and from 
Los Angeles producer DJ Mustard, while Rai P 
sounds a lot more like Dallas’ Young Nation 
than anything one would expect from Houston. 

KTRU has been forced to grapple with re-
defining its identity in recent years after the 
deeply unfortunate sale of the 91.7 FM radio 
frequency, but its ability to throw fun, small 
shows like this that expose students and Hous-
ton residents to the vibrant local music scene is 
a great indication that the station continues to 
be a relevant and vital fixture at Rice.

Beats & Beer: Rice is ‘bout that life0Bull
 from page 6

Qixuan huanG/thresher

“Beats and Beer” brought together rappers from the Houston community at Willy’s Pub Thursday, Oct. 3. The evening, hosted by KTRU, featured 
headliner Rai P and DJs Siddiq and Jay Smith.

courtesy Warner bros courtesy monkey Wrench courtesy  sony pictures

courtesy roadrunner
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9Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports

by Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

Rice University women’s volleyball lost two 
away games this past weekend in Conference USA 
play. The University of Tulsa beat the Owls 3-0 on 
Friday, and the Owls fell 3-2 to the University of 
Southern Mississippi in a close contest on Sunday, 
bringing Rice’s conference record to 1-3. The Owls 
will now look to improve that record with their up-
coming home games this weekend. They will play 
Marshall University this Friday at 7 p.m., then play 
the University of Charlotte Sunday at 1 p.m. in the 
annual Dig Pink event to support breast cancer. 

Head Coach Genny Volpe said the biggest rea-
son for the loss against Tulsa was the team’s dif-
ficulty with finishing strong. Volpe said this has 
been an issue throughout the season. 

“Against Tulsa, we were ahead most of the 
time and couldn’t finish,” Volpe said. “We had 
some key errors at key times, and this led to Tul-

sa gaining confidence and coming back to defeat 
us. We had a great game plan for Tulsa, and the 
team was executing it very well. We just didn’t 
finish when we had the chance.”

Volpe said the team did not take full advantage 
of certain opportunities against Southern Miss. 

“We were given some opportunities that we 
didn’t take advantage of,” Volpe said. “We have 
to do this to win these tight matches.”

Senior outside hitter Mariah Riddlesprigger 
agreed the team needs to build its ability to finish 
strong. Riddlesprigger said the team can play with 
the best. 

“I think the biggest thing we need to work on is 
finishing a game,” Riddlesprigger said. “I feel like 
this whole season we have all the tools necessary 
to win, but we just need to be able to go in there 
and finish. We were up by eight points at one time, 
and we weren’t able to capitalize on that and fin-
ish the game, so I think our biggest weakness right 
now is the capability to finish a game.”

Volpe said the team will face tough competi-
tion as conference play keeps going, but the team 
is focusing on itself rather the opponent.

“Marshall is solid and will play hard,” Volpe 
said. “Charlotte, we have never played, but we 
are more focused on our side of the net than the 
other side to start practice this week.”

Riddlesprigger said she is not deterred by 
recent losses and looks forward to next week-
end with confidence. She said the team learned 
a lot this past weekend and has some advan-
tages in the upcoming games. Riddlesprigger 
said that since the Owls have never played 
Charlotte before, they have no intimidating 
pre-existing notions of the team. She said she 
thinks a quest for redemption will invigorate 
the Owls against Marshall.

“I’m feeling pretty confident,” Riddlesprig-
ger said. “I think we learned a lot from this past 
weekend on what we need to work on in confer-
ence. Charlotte is a new opponent, so we have no 

clue what they look like. I think with Marshall, 
we’ve lost to them a few times in the past and 
we’re out to redeem ourselves.”

During the Charlotte game, the team will be 
collecting donations and selling T-shirts for its 
Dig Pink campaign for the Side-Out Foundation 
to support breast cancer. Riddlesprigger said 
this is a meaningful event for the team.

“Dig Pink is something really big to our 
team,” Riddlesprigger said. “We’ve raised a lot 
of money for it in the past, and I think it’s a 
great cause, and I’m happy we are continuing 
to do it.”

The Owls head into this weekend with an-
ticipation for success. Volpe said the team is on 
an upward climb, as indicated by the near-win 
against Southern Miss. The team’s next goal is 
to finish a game with a victory under its belt.

“There certainly was progress made over the 
weekend,” Volpe said. “But until these turn into 
wins, we won’t be satisfied.”

Volleyball continues to struggle in C-USA play

Rice outlasts Tulsa for first time since 2006

Courtesy Zane Cawthon / tulsa Collegian
Redsirt senior quarterback Taylor McHargue stiff-arms a defender as he runs for a first down. The Owls had a 24-13 lead in the fourth quarter before the Golden Hurricane stormed back to take the game to overtime. 
After a Tulsa field goal on the first possession of overtime, McHargue threw a 25-yard touchdown pass to Darik Dillard to give Rice a 30-27 win. The Owls are now tied with Tulane for the lead in Conference USA West.

by Michael Kidd
Thresher Staff

The Rice University football team traveled to 
Oklahoma last Saturday to take on the University 
of Tulsa. The Owls got off to a quick start, and 
the offense rolled throughout the first half of 
play. With five minutes, five seconds left in the 
first quarter, Rice had jumped to a 14-3 lead over 
Tulsa courtesy of senior running back Jeremy 
Eddington and redshirt freshman running back 
Darrion Pollard, who each scored from four yards 
out. The Owls took a 24-10 lead into halftime.

In the second half, the Owls’ offense failed 
to put up any points. With the game on the line, 
Rice’s defense forced Tulsa to settle for a 36-yard 
field goal, sending the game into overtime. After 
Tulsa scored a field goal to start overtime to take 
a 27-24 lead, redshirt senior quarterback Taylor 
McHargue connected with redshirt freshman 
running back Darik Dillard on the second play 

from scrimmage for a 25-yard touchdown that 
won the game for the Owls. The 30-27 victory is 
Rice’s first win against Tulsa since 2006.

Head Coach David Bailiff said he was thrilled 
with the effort his players gave against Tulsa and 
that he was pleased with the offense’s execution 
in the first half of the game.

“It’s hard to go on the road and win any-
where, especially since Tulsa was the preseason 
pick to win the conference,” Bailiff said. “[I’m] 
thrilled that we went on the road and did it, 
and even more so that we did it the hard way. 
I thought offensively in the first half … we had 
great execution. We had great effort.”

Bailiff said this win was big for the Owls, who 
move forward with an overall record of 3-2, (2-0 
in Conference USA play). He said he is proud of 
the way Rice competed with Tulsa but said the 
Owls must execute better in the second half in or-
der to beat the University of Texas, San Antonio 
next week.

“I’m proud of the way we went toe-to-toe with 
them,” Bailiff said. “We are a good team and just 
have to work harder at the little things. We’ve 
got to come out and have a better offensive plan 
in the third quarter. That’s one of our woes. We 
[have] got to make sure we execute if we want to 
win next week.”

Junior defensive lineman Stuart Mouchantaf, 
coming off of a 13-tackle game against Tulsa, said 
he is excited to play UTSA and keep the momen-
tum going. 

“I think we played well against Tulsa …, and 
[I’m] happy in the fact that our defense is keep-
ing us in all the games. But with all the work we 
put in, I’m not surprised. I’m excited for the next 
game and for the rest of the season to come.”

Dillard said that even after losing their lead, 
the Owls kept their poise during overtime, and 
the defense stepped up to keep Rice in the game.

“The offense was struggling, but our de-
fense was able to suppress Tulsa’s comeback 

and halt them at the end, which shows a lot,” 
Dillard said. “We came out with a lot of confi-
dence in overtime, and we knew that we were 
given this chance to win the game, so we had 
to win the game.”

Looking ahead to next week, the Owls will 
head to San Antonio to play UTSA on Saturday, 
Oct. 12. The Roadrunners are 2-4 this season 
and 1-1 in conference play. 

Bailiff said that although Rice won 34-14 
over UTSA last year, the team should not be 
taken lightly.

“UTSA is a formidable opponent,” Bailiff 
said. “For us to go out on the road to get a win, 
we have to play how we did against Tulsa for 
both the first and second half …. They’re good; 
they are a much-improved football team than 
what we saw a year ago …, but the good news is 
we [have been] playing hard. They can run and 
are an extremely fast football team. They play so 
hard every down.”
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by Luke Samora
Thresher Staff

Returning home for the weekend, Rice 
women’s soccer played the University of 
North Texas on Friday night, winning 4-0, 
and lost 1-0 Sunday to the University of Tulsa 
in a game aired on national television. The 
team looks to improve its conference record, 
now at .500, with a win on the road this Sat-
urday, when it faces the University of South-
ern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, Miss. 

In Friday’s contest against UNT, Rice 
scored only one goal in the first half, but in-
creased its scoring output in the second half, 
making three more goals. The team relied on 
contributions from junior midfielder Gabri-
ela Iribarne, who scored two goals, and from 
sophomore midfielder Jasmine Isokpunwu 
and junior forward Quinny Truong, who each 
scored a goal. Junior goalkeeper Amy Czyz 
also contributed to the defensive shutout 
with five saves.

 Head Coach Nicky Adams said she had 
nothing but high praise for the win and the 
team’s consistent play.

“I was really proud of the way we played,” 
Adams said. “I thought we came out and 
played as a collective unit, and the score-
board showed it.”

On Sunday, the Owls played Tulsa at 
home, falling to the Golden Hurricane 1-0. Al-
though Rice had 10 shots, with five on target, 
Tulsa senior goalkeeper Hayley Harryman 
recorded five saves to preserve the shutout. 
The first and only goal came in the 38th min-
ute, when Tulsa sophomore midfielder Alexa 
Sidorakis scored off an assist from freshman 
forward Annette Sohmer for her first goal of 
the season. Notable contributions came from 
Czyz, who recorded four saves, and sopho-
more forward Lauren Hughes, who recorded 
three shots on goal.

After both games, senior defender Hay-
ley Williams said the defensive effort of both 
teams was outstanding and felt that even 
with the loss, the Owls have been making 
progress. 

“I was really proud of our defensive ef-
fort,” Williams said. “We started our season 
kind of rough, but I think we have started to 
figure it out.”

Adams said the team needs to put this 
loss behind it and focus on its road matches 
ahead.

“We need to focus on the now and what 
we have,” Adams said. “We’re going to come 
out with the same mentality against a very 
good Southern Mississippi team.”

This Saturday, Rice will play Southern 
Miss. The Owls are 2-2 in Conference USA to 
start the season and will look to jumpstart 
their record against the Golden Eagles. In 
last year’s matchup, also in Hattiesburg, the 
Rice Owls put away Southern Miss in a 1-0 
shutout. Then-freshman forward Holly Harg-
reaves scored the game-winning goal to be-
come the first Owl to score the game-winning 
goal in four straight games.

Adams said if the team wants to repeat 
the historic night from last season, it needs 
to be prepared because the teams in C-USA 
are only getting better.

“We have to be ready,” Adams said. “Ev-
eryone in this league is improving, and 
Southern Mississippi is definitely one of 
them.”

Soccer team stuck at .500 in conference play

Qixuan Huang/THresHer
Sophomore Lauren Hughes fights for the ball during the weekend at Holloway Field. The Owls split 
the weekend, beating UNT and losing to Tulsa to go to 2-2 in Conference USA play.

Kai sHeng/THresHer
Senior Michael Aquino winds up to throw the ball across the diamond during practice on Oct. 1. 
The Owls’ fall exhibition kicks off Oct. 13 against Sam Houston State University.

I was really proud of the way 
we played. I thought we came 
out and played as a collec-
tive unit, and the scoreboard 
showed it.

Nicky Adams
Head Coach
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by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

 Even though Rice men’s tennis team is on 
hiatus right now, there is still some high-level 
tennis action going on at Jake Hess Stadium 
with the United State Tennis Association Fu-
tures event, which started Oct. 5 and ends Oct. 
13. The main draw, which starts Wednesday, 
will feature 32 of the best young players in the 
world, ranked from 300 to 800 in the Associa-
tion of Tennis Professionals rankings. The win-
ner of the event will take home $15,000, along 
with ATP points that will help boost the win-
ner’s international ranking and chances at en-
tering future events.

Rice men’s tennis Assistant Coach Bojan Szu-
manski said Rice was excited to hear it could host 
the event after a site in Austin dropped out as a 
host earlier this season.

“For some reason, Austin did not want to host 
anymore, so we jumped on it,” Szumanski said. 
“USTA said that the facilities looked good, and we 
wanted to bring good tennis to Houston and get 
our guys exposed to more international players 
and get a chance to compete on the court.”

Szumanski said the tournament could be 
important for improving Rice’s status on both 
a national and international level. He said he 
hoped hosting the tournament would increase 
Rice’s prestige.

“It can help improve the visibility of Rice on a 
national level, and [it’s important to] bring some 
good tennis to the community, too, and maybe 
help promote Futures tennis,” Szumanski said.

Two Owls won wild card spots into the main 
draw. Sophomore Tommy Bennett won a wild card 
spot at a qualifying tournament earlier in Septem-
ber and sophomore Adam Gustafsson won the 
second spot by winning an inter-team competi-
tion. Szumanski said Bennett and Gustafsson have 
played in major tournaments before and will be 
prepared to face highly talented competitors in the 
tournament.

“Both of these guys have played these kind of 

events before,” Szumanski said. “[Gustafsson] has 
played in Europe, and [Bennett] played in junior 
Wimbledon two years ago.”

Szumanski said this could be remarkable expe-
rience for Bennett and Gustafsson before the colle-
giate tennis season gets going. Even with their pre-
vious experiences in Europe, any match against 
elite opponents is crucial for their development.

 “For them to win a round or two in this tour-
nament, that would be a great confidence booster, 
and their hard work would come to fruition be-
cause they have both made a great deal of prog-
ress,” Szumanski said.

The rest of the team participated in the quali-
fying portion that lasted from Saturday through 
Monday. Junior Srikar Alla won all three of his 
matches to earn a spot in the main draw, joining 
Bennett and Gustafsson.

On the team with Alla are three new tennis 
players on Rice’s roster: freshmen Max Andrews, 
David Warren and Zachary Yablon. Szumanski 
said this team seems to work better as a cohesive 
group compared with previous squads. Szumanski 
said he and Head Coach Efe Ustundag are excited 
for the upcoming season.

 “I think our energy overall has been better 
than last year,” Szumanski said. “I think [we have] 
very good team chemistry this year. Everybody is 
working hard, and the level of talent will definitely 
[give us more depth] than last year. In the tourna-
ments, I’ve seen some good results.”

 Szumanski said hosting Futures events is not a 
one-time thing. He said especially with the George 
R. Brown Tennis Complex on the way next year, 
Rice has the facilities to showcase events like this 
and will hopefully be welcoming the future stars of 
tennis for years to come. 

 “That’s our plan, especially with the new fa-
cility that will be ready next June, so next year, 
we will have 14 courts at our disposal with locker 
rooms,” Szumanski said. “We are hoping to keep 
this, if we could, every year and give our guys a 
chance to compete.”

Future tennis stars shine in USTA tournament at Jake Hess Stadium

Dante ZakhiDov/thresher
Junior Srikar Alla attempts a backhand against his opponent  Monday afternoon. The main draw start-
ed on Tuesday and  will continue through Sunday, when a champion will go home with $15,000. 

Powderpuff Roundup: Will Rice ends Hanszen’s winning streak

ryan Li/thresher
Baker College powderpuff warms up before playing Sid Richardson College. Baker lost both of its 
games against Hanszen Colllege and Sid Rich to fall to 1-3 on the season. There will be no games this 
weekend due to fall break.

by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

Baker vs. Hanszen 
In a game that had been rescheduled from 

week three, Baker College played Hanszen 
College on Saturday afternoon. In a defensive 
struggle, Hanszen outlasted the Bakerites 
with a 9-0 win. Hanszen Head Coach Nehe-
miah Ankoor said the defense came up with 
clutch stops when they needed them.

“We made just enough plays on offense to 
get the lead, and the defense, despite giving 
up a lot of yardage, never let them cross the 
goal line,” Ankoor, a senior, said. “We bent 
but didn’t break and made big stops when it 
counted. 

Hanszen vs. Will Rice 
Hanszen came out flat in the second game 

of its doubleheader weekend, falling to Will 
Rice College 20-0 in its first loss of the season. 
Hanszen now has a record of 3-1, and Will 
Rice is 2-2. 

Ankoor said Will Rice dominated Hanszen 
and that he was upset with the performance.

“Will Rice kicked our ass on both sides of 
the ball,” Ankoor said. “We were on the cusp 
of scoring four times and just did not finish.”

 
Duncan vs. Brown

 On Sunday afternoon, Brown College shut 
out Duncan College 12-0 thanks to a strong de-
fensive effort. Brown is now 3-2 this season, 
and the Duncaroos are winless at 0-3. Brown 

Head Coach Miles Wilson said he was proud of 
Brown’s performance.

“We had a good game, we executed well 
and played good defense,” Wilson said. “Dun-
can played well and in the end we were able to 
make a few more plays.”

 
Jones vs. Martel

 Jones College and Martel College were tied 
for most of the game until the Fast Women 
scored a late touchdown to give Jones the 7-0 
win. Jones now has a record of 2-3, and Martel 
fell to 2-2. 

Jones Head Coach Nicholas Semon said he 
was proud of the team’s effort.

“The defense came through big with a 
shutout, and the offense was able to move the 
ball pretty consistently throughout the game,” 
Semon, a senior, said. 

 
Sid Rich vs. Baker 

On Sunday afternoon, Sid Richardson Col-
lege’s offense was running on all cylinders in 
a 24-6 win against Baker. Baker is now 1-3 this 
season, and Sid Rich improved to 2-1. 

Sid Rich Head Coach Drew Travis said Sid’s 
offense is finally starting to click and that the 
entire team gave a well-rounded performance.

“Sid is still really struggling to pass the ball 
after the season-ending injury to our senior 
quarterback Rachel Tenney, but fortunately we 
have been able to run the ball up the middle ef-
fectively,” Travis, a senior, said. “The defense 
is playing so strong that they are giving us the 
chance to win games.”

WRITE FOR

Email thresher@rice.edu  
for more information.
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WANTED
Live in  Sitter, over 18 , up  to$925/month+ 
car  and tuition  assistance. 713.538.8635   or   
lm11076@yahoo.com

Wanted: Undergraduate student (prefer-
ably female) to tutor one high school student 
for Math (Algebra/Pre-Calculus) for HL level 
course.  Located at 4020 Swarthmore (near 
Weslayan and University).  2 or 3 evenings 
each week (7-9 PM).  Fee negotiable.  Please 
contact Michael Altman MD.   Phone: 713-665-
5038 (H); 713-628-2106(C).   Please send re-
sume to michael.a.altman@uth.tmc.edu mail 
to: michael.a.altman@uth.tmc.edu

Part Time Tutors Wanted Low to High level 
Math & Science & Other Subjects also needed. 
Flexible hours. Must be responsible & punc-
tual. $18-$25 per hr. Send resume to jobs@

wonder-space.com. Rice Graduates Owned & 
Operated. 

Mechanical Engineering Work for Hire: 
Alum seeks ME to bring mechanical kitchen 
gadget that grates, grinds & mills to market 
ASAP. Email anne@gambasandgrits.com.

Tutors Needed Rice Alum hiring tutors for 
ALL LEVELS of Middle/High School/College 
Natural & Social Sciences/Humanities. Reli-
able transportation required. Pay $20-40/hr 
based on experience. Contact 832-428-8330 
and email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com.

Tutors needed Math, Science and/or Span-
ish. Requirements: Junior with minimum GPA 
3.0/4.0. Teaching and/or tutoring experience. 
Reliable transportation/valid driver’s license. 
Available to work weeknights/weekends. Pay: 
$20/hr. Christine at 713 907 1884.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

The Backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For comments or questions, please email ajw3@rice.edu or purple@rice.edu. 

Around the World in NODy Days

NOD 2012: PEOPLE GO TO THE HOSPITAL

NODgeball: A True Doggy-Style Story

ThemeTAKEN

NO.

It encourages people to drink 

dangerous amounts of alcohol in 

order to feel comfortable wearing 

minimal clothing. In fact, people 

feel so uncomfortable that two 

alternative events have formed in 

its wake. Those who do go often 

feel let down or violated. On the 

night of NOD, more than most 

nights, people tend to forget the 

cardinal rule: No jail, no hospital.

Duck DyNODcy: Duck with the Lights On

UNODversity of Tulsa: We Bent over “ASLUT” Backwards (30-27)

House of RepreseNODives: Boehner Lasting Longer than Four Hours

NODBOD: Sweat your Insecurities

Credit Card NOD: Lose your Identity

Cancelled due
to Lack of 
HUSTLE

NO.
Lack of
Funding / 
MEdical
Emergency

NO.

PETA

NO.

RPC: NOD Enough Tickets, NOD Enough Food, 
NOD Enough Busses

Event Probably
Won’t Happen

NO.
Event Probably
Won’t Happen

NO.

TooSooner

NO.

Credit Scores
ARE NO
Joking
MATTER

NO.
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