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do you need feminism?

Anastasia Bolshakov and 
Clara Roberts say everyone 
does.

Freshmen impress at an-
nual Wiess Tabletop One-
Act plays.

Check out our
 new column, 

Life’s a Mitch! 

The Owls win at home 
against Florida Atlantic.

see Ops p. 2 see Sports p. 9 see A&E p. 8 see Ops p. 2

Freshmen Act Out

Potentially 
insensitive 
NOD theme  
vetoed 

by ChRIsteN SpaRago
AssIstaNt News EdItoR

The original theme for Wiess 
College’s annual Night of Deca-
dence public party has been ve-
toed, according to Wiess Social 
Amber Callan.

“We had to veto the final theme 
that everyone had decided on,” 
Callan, a junior, said. “We will be 
working on it this week to try to get 
it resolved.”

The rejected theme, “Around 
the World in NODy Ways,” sparked 
controversy over concerns the 
theme was culturally insensitive, 
Callan said.

The Wiess  College masters 
could not be reached for comment 
on the issue. 

Callan declined to comment 
on who made the final decision to 
veto the theme but said the Wiess 
socials took many concerns into 
consideration. 

“We talked to a lot of people 
about [changing the theme],” Cal-
lan said. “Everyone was worried 
about cultural insensitivity.”

McMurtry College junior Gra-
ham Eldridge said he does not 
think the rejected theme is cultur-
ally insensitive.

“The name doesn’t include 
or reference any specific people, 
places, cultures or traditions,” 
Eldridge said. “As far as I know, 
Around the World in Eighty Days is 
just an old adventure book.”

Duncan College junior Molly 
Mohr said vetoing the theme was 
unnecessary.

“I don’t think it’s culturally in-
sensitive,” Mohr said, “I think it 
represents that Rice has a variety of 
students from different cultures.”

Martel College junior Crystal 
Olalde-Garcia said she agreed with 
the veto.

“My initial reaction was that it 
was way too vague,” Olalde-Garcia 
said. “People could dress based on 
stereotypes, and I think it was a 
good idea to veto it.”

Jones College sophomore Jef-
frey Piccirillo said the theme was 
too broad and could have opened 
the door for students to wear con-
troversial costumes.

“I could see how the theme 
would lend itself too well to cultur-
ally insensitive costumes,” Picciril-
lo said. “The mentality of being 
better safe than sorry is probably 
one that should be taken.”

Baker College junior Alex 
Clouse said he thought the veto 
was a smart decision.

“There’s always the possibil-
ity for a culturally insensitive 
costume,” Clouse said. “But with 
‘Around the World in NODy Ways,’ 
costumes would inherently be re-
lated to race.”

Thresher Editor-in-Chief Rachel 
Marcus contributed to this article.

Bike Safety Week focuses on cultural shift

Pedagogy course changes STC offerings
by Wesley Chou

ThResheR Staff

Since the spring 2013 semester, 
Rice University students desiring to 
teach a student-taught course have 
been required to take COLL 300: Ped-
agogy for Student Instructors before 
they can teach their course, accord-
ing to professor of biochemistry and 
cell biology and former Wiess College 
Master Michael Gustin, who helped 
found the STC program. 

According to the Rice course 
catalog, 18 STCs are being offered 
for the fall 2013 semester, while 21 
were available in fall 2012 and 31 
were offered in fall 2011. The cata-
log also states the number of stu-
dents taking COLL 300 increased 
from 17 in the spring 2013 semester 
to 41 in fall 2013. 

According to the COLL 300 web-
site, students meet weekly for seven 
weeks, developing a proposal and 
good instructing techniques.

Professor of earth science and 
master of Sid Richardson College 
Dale Sawyer, one of the instructors 
teaching COLL 300 this semester, 
said proposals for the spring 2014 se-
mester are due Oct. 11, two days after 
COLL 300 finishes.

The STC website states that be-
sides taking COLL 300, prospective 
student-teachers must write a sylla-
bus, complete a proposal, gain the 
approval of both a faculty sponsor 
and the dean of undergraduates, and 

attend a teaching practicum during 
the actual STC.

Brown College senior Amod Desai 
said he was concerned the COLL 300 
requirement might dissuade poten-
tial student-teachers.

“Many people have the approach: 
‘Why should I take a class to teach 
a class?’ ” Desai said. “I think some 
people think that in addition to find-
ing a sponsor and coming up with a 
proposal to the dean, [COLL 300] is 

by TINa NazeRIaN
ThResheR Staff

This week is Bike Safety Aware-
ness Week at Rice University, accord-
ing to Director of the Administrative 
Center for Sustainability and Energy 
Management Richard Johnson.

Johnson said he has been at Rice 
since 2004 and has seen a dramatic 
increase in the number of bicycles on 
campus. 

“We’re trying to create a culture 
of safe and responsible cycling on 
campus,” Johnson said. “A culture in 
which cyclists feel a sense of respon-
sibility to the broader community 

and [in] which pedestrians also feel 
responsible themselves for acting 
safely around cyclists as well.”

According to Johnson, Rice does 
not have a bicycle safety crisis, but 
there are specific issues, such as rid-
ing in covered walkways, that need to 
be handled vigilantly. 

“When people step out of those 
buildings, their first thought is not 
‘Well, let’s look both ways to see if 
a cyclist is coming,’ ” Johnson said. 
“In some of those instances, such 
as the covered walkway that goes 
through the natural sciences build-
ing, some of those doors open up to 
a point where if a cyclist is coming 

through, they could run into a door 
that suddenly opens. It’s dangerous 
for everybody.” 

Johnson said many more Rice stu-
dents are choosing bikes as an alter-
native transportation method and are 
not bringing their cars to campus. 

“When [the Zipcar program] was 
introduced, in one year while we had 
300 additional students, we had 200 
fewer vehicle registrations,” Johnson 
said. “So students are relying on the 
[METRORail], they’re relying on Zip-
cars, they’re walking, they’re relying 
on campus shuttles, and they’re rely-
ing on bicycles.”

According to Johnson, Vice Presi-

dent for Administration Kevin Kirby 
convened a bicycle safety committee 
a few years ago. 

“At that time, we were a grow-
ing campus, and with more people 
on campus, there was an increased 
likelihood of collisions between 
bikes and pedestrians and [between] 
bikes and cars,” Johnson said. “We 
needed to get our arms around the 
fact that we have reached a tipping 
point where we have enough bicycles 
on campus where it’s time to create a 
culture of safe cycling.”

Johnson said the committee de-
veloped a number of recommenda-

McMurtry College sophomore Emily Statham belts out a solo during a Phils concert. The concert took place dur-
ing Families Weekend in the Hanszen Commons. Spontaneous Combustion joined the Phils for the annual event.

Soulful serenade 
from the Phils

Qixuan Huang/tHresHer
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Bzzzt.
Check me. Don’t you want to know who it is? 

What they’re saying? Check. Only takes a second … 
What are you missing?

So pesters my phone each time a text bounces 
off some satellite.

Sometimes my hand fetches it in reflex; some-
times not (probably because my hands are wet 
or already occupied). Even so, I read 99 percent 
of texts within seven minutes of receiving them. 
I may interrupt meals, homework or even falling 
asleep to read a message. Why?

FOMO, or fear of missing out. That maybe, just 
maybe the text will notify me of some timely fac-
toid or invitation or emergency or whatever. How 
many times does that happen? Rarely. But you 
never know …

Bzzz-Bzzzt.
Ooh, a picture message. Must be important — 

or, better yet, entertaining. You need a five-second 
break right now … What are you missing?

I don’t own my phone; my phone owns me. 
Many people are owned by something electron-
ic. If not their phone, it’s Facebook or Twitter or 
BuzzFeed or one of the myriad of time-wasting 
websites. That sounds cynical because I am high-
ly suspicious of anyone who uses any of those 
sites in moderation. Electronic communication 
packages social interaction, and it matters not 
whether those packages are good or bad. It is the 

mere fact that you receive those packages that 
gives you a little dopamine rush.

How to amend this slavish behavior? In the 
case of the phone, I’ve started to ignore messages 
for a little while. Doing so reveals my addiction — 
it feels like someone putting a dollar in front of 
me and saying, “Leave it there.” Sometimes I fail, 
sometimes not.

Bz—
Not now.
Ignoring messages feels empowering. I — not 

my electronics — should choose when to immerse 
my mind in the electronic realm. This might dent 
my social favor as (correct me if I’m wrong) there’s 
a social expectation to respond to messages in a 
timely fashion because everyone’s tied up in the 
FOMO to some degree (isn’t it irritating when 
someone doesn’t respond quickly? Psst, that’s 
why phone calls exist), but that’s OK.

To feel like I’m on call to everyone I know 24/7 
isn’t necessary or enjoyable. My phone is a tool, 
not a taskmaster. Don’t you agree?

Obey the rules 
of the road

In light of Bike Safety Awareness 
Week, the Thresher would like to 
promote mutual awareness not only 
among bicyclists, but also among 
pedestrians and drivers. While bi-
cyclist awareness certainly needs to 
be raised, there are steps pedestri-
ans and drivers can take to create a 
safer transportation atmosphere in 
general.

First, bicyclists should keep in 
mind that they are in fact subject to 
traffic rules — including stop signs, 
yield signs, crosswalks and one-way 
streets. That their wheels lack of a 
motor does not exempt bicyclists 
from the rules of the road.

Second, pedestrians must also be 
aware of their surroundings. A nose 
glued to an iPhone screen does not 
make for a courteous walker. Pedes-
trians and bicyclists alike should 
remember that a sidewalk is most 
efficient when treated like a road: 
Walk or ride on the right, and pass 
on the left.

Third, drivers should be alert at all 
times for bicyclists. This is a college 
campus and thus holds a greater pro-
portion of bicyclists than the general 
Houston population. Houston itself 
is not a bike-friendly city, but once 
inside the hedges, it becomes even 
more important than usual for drivers 
to keep an eye peeled for the average 
college student on a bicycle.

We can foster a community of safe-
ty by encouraging all three groups 
of travelers to be aware of their sur-
roundings, to obey the general rules 
of the road, and to be courteous to 
each other.

Student-taught 
courses impor-

tant to Rice
The Thresher would like to en-

courage more students to consider 
teaching student-taught courses. 
STCs are an important part of Rice’s 
culture of student-led initiatives. We 
are fortunate at Rice to have the op-
portunity to be not only students, 
but also teachers. 

STCs offer a new perspective on 
academics. Often, we can learn the 
most from our peers. Students at Rice 
have a wonderful variety of interests 
and areas of expertise, and STCs can 
be a great way for others to learn 
about something they would not usu-
ally have the opportunity to learn. 
Where else can you take a course like 
the 2011 STC on the theories and tech-
niques of the dating game?

In the past year, the require-
ments for becoming a teacher of 
an STC have increased to include 
a seven-week preparatory course, 
(see story, p.1). We understand that 
this adds another layer of difficulty 
for teachers, but we strongly urge 
students to not let this deter them 
from teaching. It may be more work 
for teachers, but STCs are worth the 
extra effort, especially if the new re-
quirement improves the quality as 
intended.

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

“Identify yourself as a feminist today, and 
many people will immediately assume you are a 
man-hating, bra-burning, whiny liberal. Perhaps 
a certain charming radio talk show host will label 
you a ‘Feminazi’ or ‘slut.’ Even among more mod-
erate crowds, feminism is still seen as too radical, 
too uncomfortable or simply unnecessary.”

Over a year ago, 16 students at Duke Univer-
sity wrote this statement because they were con-
cerned about the backlash against feminism on 
Duke’s campus and in society in general. These 16 
students started a public relations campaign for 
feminism at Duke, and since then, the campaign 
has spread to different universities across the 
globe. This year, we are bringing the Who Needs 
Feminism campaign to Rice University.

This week, we have been around campus, set-
ting up photo shoots and asking Rice students 
why they need feminism. These photos feature 
men and women, students and faculty, English 
majors and engineers, campus leaders and less-
er-known faces. Even President David Leebron 
and Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
stopped by to share why they need feminism.

The only characteristics that unify all these 
people are their affiliation with Rice and their 
desire for equality. There is no typical feminist. 
Feminists are all around you, chatting with you 
at Coffeehouse, assisting in your classes. These 
are ordinary people of any gender, any race, any 
class and any sexual orientation. They realize this 
is not just a women’s movement — this is a hu-
man movement. These are people who simply be-
lieve everyone deserves equality. But what makes 
these people different from those who dismiss 
feminism is their understanding that feminism 
is neither scary nor irrelevant. They are willing 
to stand by their belief in gender equality, even 
when doing so may make others uncomfortable.

Many people push feminism aside, claiming 
gender parity has already been reached because 
we have progressed so much in recent years. 
Many of us would like to believe equal opportuni-
ties exist everywhere and any difference in what 
men and women achieve can be explained by the 
choices women make. However, we must realize 
that all our choices are made within a complex 
social, cultural, economic and political context. 
Structural inequities and dominant gender norms 
restrict women from achieving what their male 

counterparts can. These structures also interact 
with racial, ethnic, sexual, class and other identi-
ties to constrain individuals. So Owls, we would 
just like to take this opportunity to make you 
aware of a few important facts:

According to the New York Times, women with 
a master’s degree earn 72.7 percent of what men 
with equal education earn in the same position. 

According to Catalyst, women currently hold 
only 4.2 percent of Fortune 500 CEO positions and 
4.5 percent of Fortune 1,000 CEO positions. 

According to Stop Street Harassment, be-
tween 80 and 90 percent of women have been ha-
rassed in public. Harassment is a gateway crime 
that normalizes other forms of gender violence. 

According to the New York Times, one in five 
women are victims of sexual assault. 

According to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, 
the U.S. ranks 80th internationally in its percent-
age of women for the legislature. 

And one in two people on Earth are women.
At Rice, 48.3 percent of undergraduate stu-

dents are women. Shouldn’t they have the same 
rights and opportunities as their male counter-
parts? We need feminism because men should 
not feel afraid to wear pink. We need feminism 
because we refuse to justify our ambitions. We 
need feminism because we do not want to be 
judged by what we wear or our sexual choices. We 
need feminism because women’s healthcare is 
still threatened by our state legislature. We need 
feminism because we love and respect our grand-
mothers, our mothers, our sisters, our friends, our 
professors and ourselves.

We need feminism. Why do you? Join us and 
ADVANCE for a discussion on feminism and 
women’s rights this Friday in the Meyer Confer-
ence Room in the Ley Student Center at noon. 

Check out the Rice Needs Feminism Facebook 
page at facebook.com/RiceNeedsFeminism for 
more information.

Everyone at Rice needs feminism

Anastasia Bolshakova 
and Clara Roberts
are  Duncan College 
juniors.

Mitch Mackowiak 
is a Lovett College 
freshman and the 
Thresher opinions 
editor.
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The team pictured above won the Rice Launch entrepreneurship summit on Sept. 21 with 
SparkMatch, a service that would collect and match DNA for online dating services.

Megh gore/thresher

0BIKES
from page 1SparkMatch dating site 

idea wins Rice Launch
by Zara Khan

For the Thresher

A novel take on the dating website idea won 
first place at the Entrepreneurship Summit held 
Sept. 21 by Rice Launch, the entrepreneurship 
organization on campus. The winning team, 
composed of bioengineering graduate student 
Meghana Govindarao Appurao, Brown College 
senior Karen Ding, Jones College sophomore 
Francie Hessel, Master of Business Administra-
tion student Scott Schubert and statistics grad-
uate student Duncan Wadsworth, engineered 
a project to create a dating website that would 
match people based not only on the compat-
ibility of their personalities, but also on their 
genetic composition.

Ding said she suggested the idea, called 
SparkMatch, to her team on the day of the 
summit, an event at which students were able 
to compete in teams to develop a venture and 
promote it through an elevator pitch-style com-
petition.

“I was at first concerned that they would 
think [the idea] was silly and strange, but fortu-
nately, they liked it and thought it’d be a lot of 
fun to present,” Ding said. “The topic popped 
into my head after a teammate suggested test-
ing poop for the healthiness of one’s gut micro-
biome. I replied, ‘What if we did saliva?’ I also 
have some personal experience with the ‘kiss 
of death’ and have done prior leisurely brows-
ing on the topic of DNA and sexual selection.”

The “kiss of death” to which Ding referred 
was mentioned in the pitch for the project, 
which cited a 2007 study finding that  66 per-
cent of women and 59 percent of men reported 
experiences in which they were initially ro-
mantically interested in someone but ceased to 
be attracted to that person after their first kiss.

“SparkMatch would partner with the dat-
ing services market to send match-seekers a kit 
to swab their saliva, which can be genetically 
analyzed to pair up better biological matches,” 
Ding said. “SparkMatch then takes this data 
and sells it to researchers who can use it to 
map diseases, traits and risk factors.”

Hessel said she felt the idea, though unusu-
al, had the potential to win. She said teamwork 
was the factor that pushed her team to victory.  

“We thought [the concept] was so weird and 
fun that it just might have a chance,” Hessel 
said. “Our team of Rice undergrads and grad 
students ranged in age from 19 to 33, but we 
managed to work really well together. It might 
have helped that we all have backgrounds in 
the life [and] natural sciences.” 

Ding, a sports medicine major, said she 
agreed with Hessel’s assessment of the 
idea and of the strong cooperation between  
teammates.

“We worked fantastically together, espe-
cially since we came up with the topic on the 
day of [the summit],” Ding said. “That allowed 
everyone to contribute. We had a fantastic time 
with this fun topic, and we think we had an 
edge because of our particular topic — people’s 
ears perk up when they hear about dating, and 
people make purchases based on emotion and 
then justify [them] using intellect and logical 
reasoning.”

Hessel said participating in the Entrepre-
neurship Summit was worthwhile.

“I’m currently a pre-med student, but I’m 
not 100 percent sure,” Hessel said. “I partici-
pated in the summit because I wanted to ex-
pose myself to another option I might be inter-
ested in — namely, business. It was a different, 
fun experience, and I’m glad I did it.”

Ding, who said she had previously tried her 
hand at entrepreneurship through an online 
bakery venture and an Etsy shop selling home-
made jewelry, said she is enthusiastic about 
continuing to work as an entrepreneur.

“Entrepreneurship is something I’ve 
barely dabbled in, but it’s definitely some-
thing I want to get into in the future,” Ding 
said. “I also participated in the summit last 
year, and both years, it was inspiring, fun 
and a great learning experience. It’s a fan-
tastic opportunity to get to know others, to 
brainstorm and work in a team, to learn from 
mentors and to hear innovative ideas from  
other teams.”

tions, one of which was to conduct periodic 
campaigns to raise the issue of bicycle safety 
and awareness to the broader community.

Johnson said bicycle theft, as at any urban 
university, is also an issue. 

“One of the things that [the Rice Univer-
sity Police Department] discusses with incom-
ing students every year through [Orientation] 
Week is the need to register bicycles,” Johnson 
said. “It’s much easier to recover bicycles once 
they have been registered, and there’s an easy 
way for students to do that online with RUPD.”

Johnson said RUPD will provide bike bells 
for free to encourage students to pick them up.

“If you’re riding carefully on a sidewalk and 
you’re coming up behind a pedestrian, you 
can either say ‘on your left,’ or you can ring a 
bell,” Johnson said. “And RUPD has free bells 
that they’ll distribute for those who go to their 
station to pick them up. And I believe they’re 
Rice-branded this time.”

Johnson said he thinks there has been an 
improvement in regard to bicycle safety since 
the committee was formed.

“The original RUPD officer who was on 
the committee told us it will realistically take 
at least four years to see a real culture shift, 
and that was maybe three years ago,” Johnson 
said. “I’m seeing what he means by that. It is  
happening.”

Johnson said there will be more signs about 
not riding in covered walkways this year.

“We haven’t focused exclusively on cyclists, 
but also on longboarders and rollerbladers,” 
Johnson said. 

Johnson said the committee wants to in-
crease its usage of the “no riding in covered 
walkways” message.

“When you’re communicating to a campus 
community, in some sense it’s like talking to 
a parade because there are constantly new 
people coming through,” Johnson said. “For 
a quarter of the undergraduates, this is new; 
they’ve not heard this before,” Johnson said.

Johnson said the goal of the campaign was 
to contribute to Rice’s culture of care, not to 
punish bikers.

“I think it’s healthy for people to be remind-
ed about that,” Johnson said. “In doing this, we 
have [the] best intentions. We’re not out to wag 
our fingers at anybody; we’re doing it because 
we care about everybody on the campus.”

McMurtry College sophomore Andrea Kop-

czynski said she has never seen or heard of a 
biking incident on campus, so she does not 
think bike safety seems to be much of an issue. 

“I also don’t know any of the statistics, so 
I may be wrong,” Kopczynski said. “I don’t 
think that it’s a bad idea for there to be signs 
posted around campus reminding bikers to be 
cautious around pedestrians, but I don’t think 
that the issue needs much more awareness 
than that. I trust that most Rice students will 
be smart about where they decide to bike.” 

Kopczynski said she had her bike stolen 
outside the Rice Memorial Center last Thurs-
day night. She said she believes bike theft is a 
recurring issue on campus.

“To help prevent this problem, I think that 
RUPD should continue to promote students al-
ways locking their bikes, and especially with a 
U-lock,” Kopczynski said. “It is important for 
the Rice community to promote accountability 
among ourselves. I have had a lot of friends 
whose bikes have been stolen, and then they 
find the bike somewhere else on campus, or a 
friend of a friend had their bike, and they get it 
back that way. It is just disappointing to me to 
think that a fellow Rice student would steal a 
peer’s bike.” 

Hanszen College freshman Nick Fleder said 
he thinks the frequency of bike thefts on cam-
pus is problematic. 

“My friend actually witnessed a theft on 
campus and reported it, and though it was 
ultimately thwarted, it was worrisome how 
nonchalant it was for an outsider to come onto 
campus and walk away with a bright pink 
bike,” Fleder said. “It seemed like a well-prac-
ticed habit. More bike racks certainly couldn’t 
hurt, and maybe a few more placed carefully 
on campus would allow for everyone … to lock 
up safely and prevent the thefts.”

Fleder said his bike was stolen during the 
second week of classes, but he said does not-
fault RUPD.

“RUPD and Rice in general did all they 
could to prevent the theft — the bike safety 
they teach is stellar,” Fleder said. “I made the 
silly mistake once of locking my tire to the bike 
rack, and I came out of my room on a Sunday 
morning to see my tire locked to the rack, miss-
ing the entire frame and back wheel. After I 
reported the theft, RUPD was in touch within 
the day to confirm the registered information. 
They even offered to check the serial number 
with the Rice Bike Shop to make sure I [had] 
registered it correctly.”

RUPD BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Sept. 21-27.

Residential Colleges
Hanszen College
Sid Richardson College
Martel College

Other Buildings
BioScience Research Collaborative
Sewall Hall
BioScience Research Collaborative
Alice Pratt Brown Hall
BioScience Research Collaborative
Rice Memorial Center

Other Locations
West Lot 5
Greenbriar Lot

Sept. 21
Sept. 22
Sept. 24

Sept. 22
Sept. 23
Sept. 24
Sept. 24
Sept. 25
Sept. 27

Sept. 22
Sept. 24

Public intoxication
Warrant arrest
Simple assault

Theft of bicycle
Theft of bicycle
Theft of bicycle
Theft
Theft of bicycle
Theft of bicycle

Damaged property
Theft of bicycle
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too much red tape.” 

Baker College senior Grace Chang, who is 
teaching COLL 127: Hallyu: Riding the Korean 
Wave this semester, said that with so many 
prerequisites, the single credit hour instruc-
tors receive for teaching their STC may not 
be enough to adequately attract prospective 
instructors.

“Another factor that [has] contributed to 
fewer STCs is the amount of work that the 
teacher has to put into preparing the lessons, 
class and course in general and the little 
outward reward,” Chang said. “As of now, 
teachers only get one credit hour for all their 
work. That’s not to say teaching and sharing 
your joys in the topic that you’re teaching 
are not rewards, but it might not be enough  
for others.”

Chang said she believes COLL 300 does 
have some advantages and helped her plan 
her course.

“[The course] demonstrates determina-
tion and commitment and helps structure 

your course for the application and when 
you actually teach,” Chang said. “The pro-
fessors provided wonderful feedback for my 
syllabus, which was directly linked to how 
and what I wanted to teach. The professors 
prompted me to have a theme that would run 

throughout my course as well as a logical se-
quence of lessons that would produce a more 
organized class.”

Desai, who is teaching COLL 128: Intro-
duction to Football Analysis and Broadcast-
ing this semester, said he was skeptical at 
first but now appreciates COLL 300.

“I initially was not excited about taking an 
extra class, but it did in fact channel my idea 
into a complete structured lesson plan,” De-
sai said. “I think that this was not only help-
ful, but [also] provided a standard structure 
for all STCs. And finally it brought [together] 
a cohort of different STC instructors from all 
parts of campus.”

Will Rice College Master Bridget Gorman 
said most COLL 300 students’ STCs will be 
approved by Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson, but she said there will be fewer 
than 41 courses in spring 2014 because some 
students will co-teach or study abroad.

Gorman, a professor of sociology and one 
of the instructors teaching COLL 300 this se-
mester, said professor of computational and 
applied mathematics and former master of 
Brown College Steve Cox, who developed the 
STC program with Gustin, conducted an eval-

uation of STCs last spring and decided a prep 
course would standardize STC quality.

Sawyer, the Sid Rich master, said COLL 
300 has helped streamline STC approval. 

“Before COLL 300 was available, there 
was no regularity as to which people in each 
college would help students with proposals,” 
Sawyer said. “Three years ago, we’d have stu-
dents running to their masters on the proposal 
deadline date, asking them to sign their forms. 
But now, students are constantly asking [the 
instructors] questions and getting immediate  
feedback.”

Gustin acknowledged concerns that the 
COLL 300 requirement may lower the number 
of STCs but said he is confident the spontane-
ity and unity that STCs bring will help them 
continue.

“People have been completely changed by 
teaching or attending [STCs],” Gustin said. 
“They are able to learn from their peers and 
sometimes even find out that their peers know 
more about them in the topic they teach. And 
they find out another cool thing, that STCs 
bring people from across campus into small 
groups with a shared intellectual activity or  
interest.”

I initially was not 
excited about taking 
an extra class, but 
it did in fact chan-
nel my idea into a 
complete, structured, 
lesson plan.

Amod Desai
Brown College ’14
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by Zara Khan
For the Thresher

Alex Zhou, 20, a sophomore at Sid Richard-
son College who transferred to Rice University 
this fall, died the morning of Sept. 23 from os-
teosarcoma, a form of bone cancer. Zhou, who 
completed his freshman and sophomore years 
at the University of Texas, Austin, had been 
hospitalized at the University of Texas MD An-
derson Cancer Center after the Labor Day holi-
day. He had planned on taking a medical leave 
this semester and returning in the spring to 
pursue a major in bioengineering, according to 
an email sent by Sid Rich Coordinator Corinne 
Cammarata.

Martel College freshman Daniel Fan said 
he was a family friend of Zhou and knew him 
for many years. Fan said Zhou’s illness moti-
vated Zhou to change for the better and gave 
him a new outlook on life.

“Before, he’d be content with just playing 
video games all day, but the illness gave him 
a purpose,” Fan said. “It was because of can-
cer that he chose to major in bioengineering, 
and it also motivated him to transfer to Rice.”

Fan said Zhou, despite undergoing aggres-
sive treatment that included the amputation 
of his right leg, remained his normal self.

“I’d go on regular trips to his house to 
drop off things — vegetables from my moth-
er’s garden, food and the like,” Fan said. 
“Sometimes, I’d stay and talk [to Alex] for a 
bit. We were always able to talk about normal 
things. He could still just be a normal person. 
... Even in the hospital, he was still a normal 
person.”

Martel College sophomore Elizabeth Sok, 
one of Zhou’s Orientation Week advisors, 
said Zhou was friendly and optimistic.

“[Alex] gave no indication of his illness on 
his O-Week forms,” Sok said. “On Move-In Day, 
when he first stepped out of his car, no one 
knew what to expect. Within minutes, though, 
he was really able to put everyone at ease.”

Sok said Zhou was outgoing and involved 
on campus despite his illness. 

“He participated so fully in all of the O-
Week activities, going out to 59 Diner at 2 
a.m., attending all of the talks across cam-
pus, never once complaining,” Sok said. “It 
just goes to show how strong he was, how 
courageous he was, that he never once men-
tioned his condition or let it limit him.”

Zhou’s roommate during O-Week, Steven 
Loyd, said he missed Zhou and wished to 
have been able to spend more time with him.

“Alex was a such a soft-spoken, go-with-
the-flow sort of guy,” Loyd, also a sophomore 
transfer student at Sid Rich, said. “I knew ... 
he had some sort of condition, but he never 
talked about it. I was stunned and had to sit 
down for a while when I heard the news. … 
I’m just glad that he was able to experience 
Rice, even if only for a little while.”

At the Sept. 29 memorial service for Zhou 
held by his family, Zhou’s longtime friend 
Lucy Xie said he would be remembered for 
his cheerfulness.

“Alex was addicted to happiness,” Xie, a ju-
nior at UT Austin, said. “A song, an episode of 
Friends, a trip to the dining hall. … All of these 
simple things cheered him up, and then he 

would make it his job to spread the happiness 
that he felt. He was always smiling.”

Duncan College junior James Ragan, an os-
teosarcoma patient and co-founder of Triumph 
Over Kid Cancer, a foundation that aims to 
make a difference in the lives of children with 
pediatric bone cancer, said that although he 
did not personally know Zhou, his heart went 
out to Zhou’s friends and family.

“I’ve met so many bright and promising 
young men and women whose lives we have lost 
to pediatric bone cancers like osteosarcoma,” 
Ragan said. “We lose bright, creative, hardwork-
ing kids like Alex who endure so much pain and 
suffering yet still fight and persevere to excel in 
school and extracurricular activities. His memory 
will always be cherished in the hearts and minds 
of his Owl family.”

In a campuswide email Sept. 22, Dean of 
Undergraduates John Hutchinson wrote, “We 
can feel honored that [Alex] chose to join Rice at 
this challenging time in his life. Let us pause to 
remember him and to appreciate how fortunate 
we all are to be part of a caring campus commu-
nity with exceptional people like him. Let us also 
pause to take care of each other during our times 
of sadness, to reach out when we need help, and 
to reach out to those who need help.”

Alex Zhou, 20, dies after 
battle with bone cancer

Alex Zhou

NEWS IN BRIEF
Baker College public   
party rescheduled for 
Nov. 9

Baker College did not hold its fall 
public party, Baker Blues, during Families 
Weekend and will no longer do so in the 
future, according to Baker Social Sidney 
Cauthorn.

“We moved the date because there 
were potential conflicts with the new 
Families Weekend schedule that would 
pull Baker parents away from the event,” 
Cauthorn, a senior, said. “[For example,] 

parents might choose between Baker-
Blues or [the] football game because the 
football game would end around the time 
the party would start.”

Cauthorn said the party, planned 
to be held on Nov. 9, might not remain 
Baker Blues.

“The [theme] is subject to change, 
[but] we haven’t decided [on one] as a col-
lege yet,” Cauthorn said. 

Baker College freshman Maha Aziz said 
a public vote was held at Baker’s cabinet.

“The majority of people wanted to have 
a similar idea to Baker Blues but with a 
few minor changes,” Aziz said.

The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Sept. 30.

■■■ SA Internal Vice President Nathan Liu announced that the SA/GSA Research 
Mixer will be held 5:30 - 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 7 in the Rice Memorial Center 
cloisters. Free Thai food will be served.

■■■ SA External Vice President Ravi Sheth introduced legislation to formalize 
the SA Wellbeing Working Group as a special committee under the SA for 
the 2013-14 school year. The Student Senate passed the bill, which was 
designated Senate Bill No. 3 of the current session. Send ideas or com-
ments to ravi.sheth@rice.edu.

■■■ The Senate voted to close nominations for RTV5 station manager and pro-
gramming director and to hold an election for both positions.

■■■ The Senate elected Martel College junior Lauren Thompson as RTV5 station 
manager and Lovett College sophomore Rachel Grey as RTV5 programming 
director.

The SA will next meet Monday, Oct. 7 at 9 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion.

“All of these simple 
things cheered him 
up, and then he would 
make it his job to 
spread the happiness 
that he felt. He was 
always smiling.”

Lucy Xie
UT Austin
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Sukkah tent near RMC 
celebrates Jewish holiday

by Jeremy Huang
For the Thresher

Last week, passers-by might have noticed 
a white tent standing in the Central Quad 
near the Rice Memorial Center. This struc-
ture, called a Sukkah, stood at Rice from 
Sept. 18 to 25 to observe the Jewish holiday 
Sukkot, according to Duncan College sopho-
more Hannah Abrams.

Abrams said that inside the tent, mem-
bers of Rice’s Jewish community came to-
gether to celebrate. She said a highlight 
of the experience was the free homemade 
lunches provided by Houston Hillel, a local 
branch of the international Jewish campus 
organization Hillel. 

Abrams said, however, that the history 
behind Sukkot reaches far beyond food and 
rejoicing.

“Sukkot is the Jewish harvest holiday,” 
Abrams said. “Jews spend the week living 
primarily outdoors, in the kind of booths 
the Jews had while they were wandering in 
the desert for 40 years, in order to remember  
the exodus.”

According to Abrams, the background of 
Sukkot instills a deep tradition in today’s 
commemoration of the holiday, and there 
are procedures that must be followed duti-
fully in erecting the Sukkah.

“It’s constructed according to biblical 
and rabbinic laws,” Abrams said.

Duncan College freshman Sydney Vi-
gran said the shelter holds a close tie to 
its environment in homage to the lands 
upon which modern Jews’ ancestors  
once roamed.

“[Sukkahs] have three sides, and we are 
commanded to dwell in them,” Vigran said. 
“The roof is typically things that are grown 
in the ground and can be seen through.”

According to Rabbi Kenny Weiss of Hous-
ton Hillel, the tradition of raising a Sukkah 
— and Jewish tradition in general — goes a 
long way back at Rice.

“Rice has had a pretty continuous 
Jewish club presence since the first year 
Rice opened,” Weiss said. “I’d guess 
that Jewish students have built [Suk-
kahs] on campus since the 1970s, if not  
earlier.”

■■■ Leebron discussed academic initiatives, campus infrastructure invest-
ments, long-term renovation and construction projects, as well as other 
“priorities for the new century” in his State of the University presentation 
to the SA.

■■■ According to Leebron, upcoming university projects include developing 
Rice’s online education presence, increasing diversity of the international 
student body in terms of national origin, and sustainably constructing new 
buildings and facilities around campus. Leebron reminded students of the 
importance of communicating feedback to university administrators in or-
der to contribute to real change.

■■■ Leebron addressed recent national and world rankings of universities, not-
ing that while the administration is not overly concerned with the drop in 
Rice’s U.S. News and World Report ranking from No. 17 to No. 18 this year, 
the administration is working to ensure students are as satisfied with their 
Rice experience as possible. Leebron encouraged students to provide feed-
back to the administration and noted that while not every concern will have 
a quick and easy solution, the administration is interested in finding ways 
to address issues on campus.

■■■ Leebron acknowledged student concerns about the parking situation at 
Rice and said it was a priority for the administration to work on both short- 
and long-term solutions as part of its broader project of improving cam-
pus infrastructure. He discussed options for expanding parking, including 
above-ground garages on existing lots and underground garages as part of 
other new construction projects or under Founder’s Court, but he noted that 
the high cost of underground parking spaces at approximately $50,000 per 
space must be taken into consideration.

The following were noted from President David Leebron’s speech at the Student 
Association meeting on Sept. 30.

PRESIDENT LEEBRON VISITS THE SA

The first 100 customers at the Hoot North received free pizza at the Sept. 23 RPC event Night 
Bites. The next Night Bites event will take place later this semester or early next semester.

ryan li/thresher
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SCENE
Ellen’s picks for this                  

week’s best events outside 
the hedges. Time to explore 

the wonderful world  
of Houston.

KaYaK aWaY
Those seeking a “kayak ad-
venture through the stunning 
Houston wilderness” should go 
no further than Kayak Tours on 
the Bayou this Friday, Oct. 5. 
For only $60 for a two-person 
kayak, you too can witness the 
historic bayou from a perspec-
tive few get the chance to see.

Allen’s Landing on Buffalo 
Bayou

1001 Commerce St.
www.buffalobayou.org

E.S.R.a.
Eat. Shop. Rock. Art. That is the 
mantra of Mid-Main First Thurs-
day, an all-day fest of shopping, 
live music, fancy food bites and 
art, all benefiting the Lawndale 
Art Center. Highlights will include 
live art shows and free music per-
formances, such as Daniel and 
the Thunderbirds and Colin Lake. 
Check it out for free Thursday, 
Oct. 3, from 5 p.m. to midnight.

Mid-Main
3600-3700 Main St.

Facebook.com/MidMain-
Houston

FuNNY
WRESTLER?

Mick Foley is a three-time 
WWE champion, member of 
the World Wrestling Entertain-
ment Hall of Fame and author 
of five New York Times best-
sellers. Now, he brings you 
comedy. With a trademark 
one-man spoken-word stage 
show, Foley is known to find 
humor in everything from the 
loss of an ear to the dedica-
tion of a porn star working 
in a knee brace. His show is 
Wednesday, Oct. 2 at 8 p.m. 
Tickets start at $25.

Improv Comedy Showcase 
and Restaurant

7620 Katy Freeway
www.improv.com

EWF = BoogiE! 
Do you remember the 21st night 
of September? Were you danc-
ing in a boogie wonderland? 
Well, you better be on Friday, 
Oct. 5, when this 1970s leg-
end discoes its way into town. 
Earth, Wind & Fire is happen-
ing, people, and it is time we 
groove, get you to move, all 
right. The show is at 8 p.m., 
and tickets start at $39.50. 

Bayou Music Center
420 Texas Ave.

bayoumusiccenter.com

MARSHLAND depicts the diversity of Houston
GENEVA VEST/THRESHER

MARSHLAND depicts portraits of Houston community members. The artist, Gaia, conducted interviews with his subjects and then chose to display faces of people  from a variety of backgrounds.

by Rachel Marcus
Editor in Chief

Street artist Gaia has transformed the walls of 
Rice Gallery’s installation space into a patchwork 
of Houston culture with a structural allusion to 
Rice University at its center in his new installation 
MARSHLAND, which opened Sept. 26.

Three walls of the gallery space are painted 
with layered images meant to symbolize different 
parts of Houston culture. Both sides of the mural 
are flanked with portraits of George R. Brown, 
influential Houston architects Philip Johnson 
and John Burgee, and Rice architect Ralph Ad-
ams Cram, all historical figures who shaped the 
Houston landscape. The left side of the mural is 
overlayed with the depiction of a traditional white 
marble sculpture which then merges into the mod-
ern city skyline, representing the intersection of 
the old and the new within the city. 

The cityscape, which was painted using a se-
ries of projections, dominates the back wall of 
the gallery and is a colorful overlay of downtown 
skyscrapers that wonderfully evokes the complex-
ity of urban development but still only depicts the 
most prevalent and interesting buildings. Down-
town then evolves into longhorns at the back right 
corner of the space. According to Gaia, these cows 
represent the herd mentality common in big cities, 
both among big-business investors and among the 
general population.

These cattle morph into a medley of signs from 
different neighborhoods in Houston 
which offer just a glimpse into the cul-
tural and ethnic diversity of Houston.

“[In this corner,] there’s this rep-
resentation of Houston and the em-
bracing to the new [along with] the 
grassroots, bottom-up energy and in-
vigoration of the diverse populations 

that have come to meet [opportunity in Houston],” 
Gaia said. “All of this comes together with these 
signs from all over Houston and Bellaire.”

This concept of the Houston melting pot is fur-
thered by the flock of migratory birds that come 
next in the mural; they reference the large popu-
lations of immigrants that have established their 
homes in Houston as well as the large populations 
of birds that actually migrate to the marshlands 
surrounding Houston.

The birds and their habitat are also referenced 
with the title of the installation, which, according 
to Gaia, is a reference to the character of Houston.

“Houston itself is a relatively unattractive 
place,” Gaia said. “[But it’s also an area] that’s 
actually extremely robust and diverse. Coinciden-
tally, [MARSHLAND] also references the middle 
name of the founder of this school.”

Perhaps the best part of the installation is 
the effortless detail that exudes from the mural 
itself; everything from the striking details in the 
birds’ eyes to the layering of spray paint over 
more traditional portraiture creates a contem-
porary, modern feeling characteristic of Gaia’s 
work while maintaining the realistic symbolism 
of the mural.

This mural, while almost a complete work 
in itself, also surrounds a square of colonnades 
that mimic the arches seen around Rice. 

Gaia said these colonnades are a direct refer-
ence to the architectural decisions of Rice archi-
tect Ralph Adams Cram.

“The arches 
on this campus 

demonstrate the Spanish Byzantine reference 
[Cram] imported into southern Texas,” Gaia ex-
plained. 

Portraits of Houston community members 
hang in the archways within the colonnades. 
These portraits demonstrate the diversity of Hous-
ton and do not only focus on prominent figures. 

“[The portraits] were derived from interviews 
conducted with a pastiche of randomly selected 
individuals from faculty to staff to all sorts of stu-
dents from many different backgrounds,” Gaia 
said. “Their interviews and stories and insights 
will be provided in an associated text that informs 
visitors about the context of these individuals, 
which will be available in the center of the room.”

The installation, with the Rice colonnades and 
portraits at the center surrounded by the eclectic 
mural of Houston, quite astoundingly captures 
part of the experience of being a student at Rice; 
when standing in the middle of the colonnades, 
it is easy to imagine Rice as the center of Houston 
itself, despite the glimpses of the much more com-
plex and diverse Houston mural that can be seen 
through each of the archways. 

Gaia himself is a recent graduate of Maryland 
Institute College of Art and speaks very much like 
an enthusiastic student excited about discovering 
his subject and material. As he ambles around the 
gallery explain-
ing his artwork, 
his mind seems 
to work faster 
than he can 
talk, and he 

consistently jumps from one philosophical idea 
behind his work to the next. 

Generally, Gaia works with impermanent ma-
terials and considers himself a street artist, but 
he said he does not view himself simply as a graf-
fiti artist. Rather, Gaia strives to provide neglected 
spaces with the artwork they deserve, and he does 
not consider this work at all criminal.

“My work is determined by the site that it ex-
ists in, whether sanctioned or unsanctioned,” 
Gaia said.

Gaia said he is also very comfortable with the 
temporary nature of his work.

“It’s perfectly fine [that this will get painted 
over at the end of my exhibition]. Once I’m done 
with [my work,] I relieve myself of any sort of ego 
or attachment to it and let go of it,” Gaia said. “I’m 
very comfortable with the fact that most of my 
work is in neglected space, so it’s interesting to see 
how it changes over time. Once it’s done, I would 
rather it have some sort of interaction. If not with 
anyone, then at least with the weather.”

With MARSHLAND, Gaia succeeds in allowing 
his site to determine his work, as the installation 
clearly references both Houston and Rice life.

“[Many people’s] initial reaction to Houston is 
often one of anathema,” Gaia said. “But then peo-
ple become seduced and find something extremely 

attractive beyond the generally unat-
tractive surface and really become able to 
find Houston’s wonderful diversity.”

The installation will be open Sept. 26 - 
Dec. 8. Gallery admission and events are 
free and open to the public.
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by Cathy Hu
Thresher Staff

Local Natives is a Los Angeles-based band 
with the potential to become the next indie rock 
success story, a la Arcade Fire or The National. 
Currently, the band is still playing the side stages 
of music festivals, but this by no means signifies 
mediocrity; rather, it reveals the band as an indie 
gold mine waiting to be discovered. Coming Oct. 9 
to House of Blues Houston, Local Natives should 
be worth experiencing live.

Described by some music critics as psych folk 
— a conjunction between acoustic folk and psy-
chedelic rock — Local Natives’ music is different 
from many of the indie crossover successes that 
have found their way into today’s mainstream 
music industry. The power and appeal of Local 
Natives is not in singular lines that get stuck in the 
listener’s head, but rather in the atmosphere the 
songs create in their entirety.

The four core members of the band are lead 
singer Taylor Rice; drummer Matt Frazier; and 
Kelcey Ayer and Ryan Hahn on various instru-
ments, including guitar, keyboards, percussion 
and mandolin. Together, they create a synthesis 
of warm vocal, percussive and acoustic layers, en-
capsulating the listener in a floating aura. 

Hummingbird, the band’s sophomore album 
released in early 2013, received positive reviews 
from critics and made its way to a peak of No. 12 
on Billboard’s Top 200 albums chart. While Local 
Natives’ debut album, Gorilla Manor, reflected 
and utilized the band’s youthful qualities and dis-
covery of self, Hummingbird signaled a shift into 
a darker side of the band. Some critics deemed 
the band’s first album simply a conglomeration of 
borrowed elements from other well-known indie 

artists. However, with its second album, Local Na-
tives established itself as a band and its sound as 
genuinely its own. 

When transferred onto the stage, the band’s 
signature groove is even more entrancing. Emo-
tion spills from every word Rice sings, and behind 
his distinguishable tremor and soft vulnerability, 
there is a strength and a quiet presence in his 
voice that is more evident live. The synchroniza-
tion and harmonization between the band mem-
bers has the potential to astonish an audience in a 
way that cannot be captured on a record. Like the 
guitar lines and rhythmic motion of Local Natives’ 
songs, the energy of a Local Natives performance 
is steady, continuous, pulsing and dynamic.

The band is currently on tour and will arrive 
in Houston only a week after performing at Aus-
tin City Limits. Reviews of shows on this tour 
have been no less than spectacular. Because the 
band is still new to playing at larger venues, some 
concert critics have noticed remnants of nervous 
energy near the beginnings of shows, but grow-
ing confidence as the performances go on. One 
thing that never falters is the band members’ 
obvious passion for sharing their identities and 
their experiences with their fans through their 
music. Lonely Natives’ music has an infectious 
— almost supernatural — influence on the audi-
ence, drawing their listeners into a communal  
synergy.

Based on the set list from the band’s Sept. 
28 show in Philadelphia, concertgoers can ex-
pect a relatively even balance of songs from 
Gorilla Manor, like fan favorite “Wide Eyes” 
and singalong-worthy “Airplanes,” and from 
Hummingbird, including the haunting, somber  
“Colombia.”

House of Blues Houston is one of many ven-
ues in a widely recognized chain, but the Hous-
ton location is the only one built in a vertical 
format. Transportation is as simple as it gets: 
House of Blues is only a few METRORail stops 
away from Rice University, so there are no ex-
cuses for students not to get there early enough 
to get standing room almost within reach  
of the stage.

Words cannot appropriately describe Lo-
cal Natives because they are not a one-dimen-
sional band; their clarity and soft energy cre-
ate a concert experience it would be a shame to 
miss out on.

Artist: Local Natives
Venue: House of Blues 
Houston
Date: Oct. 9, 9 p.m.
Ticket price: $19 - $26

Concert preview: Local Natives
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courtesy WArNer Bros

GRAVITY

This highly anticipated suspense-dra-
ma from acclaimed director Alfonso Cua-
ron stars George Clooney (The Descen-
dants) and Sandra Bullock (The Heat) as 
surviving astronauts in a damaged space 
shuttle with limited means of communica-
tion with Mission Control. Having already 
earned raving reviews for its visual effects 
and immersive sound at both the Tellu-
ride and Venice Film Festivals, this film is 
certainly an early contender for a bevy of 
awards and is not to be missed. PG-13. 91 
minutes. Also in Imax 3-D and 3-D.

courtesy FooL’s GoLD recorDs

OLD 
    DANNY BROWN

The newest studio album from the 
acclaimed alternative hip-hop artist will 
finally be released after a long delay 
because of sample clearances. Brown’s 
distinct style of rap is now featured 
over more electronic, grime-influenced 
beats, although his traditional sample-
heavy, psychedelic sound can be heard 
on several of the tracks. The album fea-
tures guest appearances from frequent 
collaborators such as Schoolboy Q, 
A$AP Rocky and Ab-Soul from the T.D.E. 
Collective. 

courtesy WArNer Bros

THE HANGOVER PART III

This disappointing end to the most 
financially successful comedic trilogy 
of all time fared substantially poorer 
than its predecessors this past summer. 
While it reunites the main cast, includ-
ing Bradley Cooper, Ed Helms and Zach 
Galifianakis, the movie does not fol-
low the same formula as the first two 
films, with disappointing results. Bonus 
features include exclusive behind-the-
scenes documentaries, deleted and ex-
tended scenes, and an outtake reel.

courtesy uNIVersAL stuDIos

THE PURGE

This surprise horror hit starring Ethan 
Hawke (Training Day) will be released for 
home entertainment just in time for Hal-
loween. In a dystopian future, the United 
States government allows all crime to 
be legal for a 12-hour period. The film 
chronicles one family as it struggles for 
survival, facing the effects of a malicious 
barrage of murder, theft and other mis-
deeds. Bonus features include behind-
the-scenes documentaries.

 This Week in Entertainment
By LouIs Lesser

Rice Players present

RABBIT HOLE
Oct. 3-5, 8 p.m. 
Oct. 10-12, 8 p.m.
Hamman Hall

Visit Facebook.com/riceplayers or players.rice.edu for details.

Becca and Howie Corbett have everything a family could want — 
until a life-shattering accident turns their world upside down and 
leaves the couple drifting perilously apart. Rabbit Hole charts 
their bittersweet search for comfort in the darkest places and for 
a path that will lead them back into the light of day.

Starring
Becca    Hayley Jones
Izzy        rachel Landsman
Howie   Jake LaViola
Nat        alice rhoades
Jason    Juan Sebastian Cruz

by Yasna Haghdoost
For the Thresher

On Thursday, Friday and Saturday, Sept. 
26-28, a group of newly inducted freshmen 
took part in a time-honored Wiess College 
tradition, braving the stage and subjecting 
themselves to the mercy of an audience in 
Wiess Tabletop’s Freshman One-Acts. 

This year’s freshmen created a series 
marked by ups and downs, but the funny 
scenes far outnumbered the less successful 
ones. One-Acts began a little awkwardly, 
and the ending was not particularly engag-
ing, but it was interspersed with brilliant 
chunks of directing and acting.

The first one-act, “Check Please” (di-
rected by Wiess senior Ife Owoyemi, Wiess 
junior Ingrid Mong and Wiess senior Ian 
Bott), started out quietly in its sketches of 
awkward dating and meet-cute situations 
but slowly gained momentum. The minimal-
ist setup of two separate tables at a coffee 
shop, each showcasing a dating fiasco, was 
effective. Wiess freshmen Rui Zhang and 
Ariana Morgan each delivered standout per-
formances; Zhang portrayed various insane 
people, and Morgan performed as a girl still 
not over her ex, a psycho who needs her 
meds and an always-on-the-phone diva.

In the final one-act, “May the Best Fan 
Win” (directed by Wiess senior Jim Sheng 
and Wiess juniors Olivia Hu and Chloe 
Nguyen), the concept of sportscasters com-
mentating on sports enthusiasts watching 
sports was amusing in theory, but the slow 
pace detracted from its entertainment value. 
However, the ending, in which the sports-
casters (Wiess freshmen Yash Tarkunde and 
Marlene Rizo) replay a slow-motion victory 
dance featuring the sports fans (Wiess fresh-
men Kathy Wei and Jessica Dawson), was 
entertaining.

There were a couple of acts that fell 
slightly short. Directors Max Payton and 
Christian Hauser, both Wiess juniors, made 

their one-act, “There Shall Be No Bottom,” 
extremely bizarre. Though the play was 
amusing at times, its ending was abrupt and 
perplexing.

“The Break-Up,” directed by Wiess soph-
omores Ryan Deal, Isabel Scher and Gavin 
Cross, was another unusual one-act that 
compared a girl’s (Wiess freshman Priyanka 
Chandraker) relationship with her mom (Wi-
ess freshman Morgen Smith) to her relation-
ship with her boyfriend (Wiess freshman 
Malik Wilson). The twist in which the mom 
and the ex-boyfriend end up dating was 
even odder.

“No More Mister Nice Guy,” on the other 
hand, is an example of wonky done right. 
Directed by Wiess seniors Naomi Fa-Kaji and 
Karen Li, the one-act portrays a nice teacher 
(Wiess freshman Yasmin Khalfe) who is ar-
rested for being, well, too nice. Once the au-
dience gets on board with the idea that kind-
ness is frowned upon and that awful people, 
such as Ricky the resident jerk (Wiess fresh-
man Ryan Newell), are venerated as heroes, 
things get entertaining. The good cop/bad 
cop routine (Wiess freshman Brian Wahlig as 
good cop and Wiess freshman Greg Harper 
as bad cop) displayed some excellent chem-
istry, especially with Newell’s collar-pop-
ping extravaganza of a performance.

One of the best things about Wiess Ta-
bletop’s production is that it never took it-
self too seriously. Directors Wiess senior 
Meredith Jackson and Wiess senior Thomas 
Ladd’s exemplified this feel-good mood with 
their play “Murder Most Foul: the Search for 
William Marsh Rice’s Gold.” The tree (Wiess 
freshman Cary Okerlund) broke the fourth 
wall from the get-go by acknowledging that, 
as a member of a low-budget production, he 
was really just a guy with a few leaves taped 
on; this was a running gag that the treasure-
hunting students (Wiess freshmen Josh Kaye 
and Monique Groen) playfully went along 
with. This fun atmosphere helped make 
“Murder Most Foul” one of the strongest 

one-acts in the series, with its excellent per-
formances, an entertaining plot line involv-
ing Albert Patrick’s scheming ancestor (Wi-
ess freshman Stephen Xia) and its cheeky 
references to Rice University culture.

The best play of the night was “Sportscen-
ter, Uncut” (directed by Wiess juniors Marie 
Chatfield, Matt Keene and Andie Eikenberg), 
which brilliantly portrayed an oddly femi-
nine sportscasting trio (Wiess freshmen Sam 
Gavenman, Allen Hu and Raymond Cano) 
who constantly frustrated their much-man-
lier-in-comparison stage manager (Wiess 
freshman Lucy Matveeva). 

There was even a funny moment when 
Matveeva’s character tried to drown her sor-
row in a can of Frio Light, which led to a few 
snickers from an audience clearly amused 
by college students’ poor taste in beer. The 
gender-reversal humor throughout the play 
was strikingly similar to the Harvard Sail-
ing Team’s “Boys Will be Girls” series. How-
ever, “Sportscenter” infused this premise 
with a life of its own thanks in large part to 
the chemistry that Gavenman, Hu and Cano 
brought to the table. From Hu’s brilliantly 
effeminate character to Gavenman’s fan-
tastically sassy persona to Cano’s mentally 
unstable character as the desperate ex-boy-
friend, this trio stole the spotlight with the 
best performances of the night.

As a low-budget production, the play was 
by not a masterpiece in set design, sound, 
costumes or lighting, but at the end of the 
day, none of that really mattered. There were 
no glaring technical issues, and the mini-
malist approach was appropriate given the 
overall playful nature. That the acts some-
times cheerily made fun of their production’s 
inherent shortcomings did not hurt, either.

All in all, Wiess’ Freshman One-Acts were 
an enjoyable experience. While some acts 
were a little rough around the edges, there 
were a fair amount of standout performanc-
es and a light-hearted atmosphere that any 
spectator could appreciate.

Freshmen reprise Wiess thespian 
tradition with modest success

QIXuAN HuANG/tHresHer
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Wiess College freshmen acted in a series of seven one-act plays as part of Wiess College Tabletop’s annual tradition. 
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by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

The Rice University football team opened up 
their 2013 Conference USA campaign last Sat-
urday against Florida Atlantic University. Rice, 
which was favored, struggled on offense, scor-
ing only six points through the first 55 minutes 
of play.

Down 14-6, Rice’s defense stepped up with 
a fumble recovery for a touchdown courtesy of 
redshirt senior defensive end Cody Bauer. Red-
shirt senior quarterback Taylor McHargue could 
not complete  the two-point conversion, leaving 
FAU up 14-12. On the next possession, redshirt 
junior cornerback Bryce Callahan picked off 
a pass, giving Rice a chance to win the game. 
After the turnover, redshirt freshman running 
back Darik Dillard ran into the end zone to put 
the Rice Owls on top 18-14 for good.

Head Coach David Bailiff said the team 
struggled for the majority of the game, but he 

said he was satisfied when everything came to-
gether. Bailiff said he was extremely happy with 
the performance of the Rice defense, which 
forced four turnovers. 

“We did it the hard way,” Bailiff said. “We did 
it playing great defense, and I am so proud of 
how our defense played. The defensive front had 
their absolute best game and best production.”

Junior cornerback Malcolm Hill said this 
team never quits until the game is over. Hill said 
that for Rice, the game is not over until the ref-
eree blows the final whistle.

“Everybody says it’s never done until it’s 
done, but after this week, you have to believe,” 
Hill said. “It doesn’t matter how bad it seems or 
how much adversity you go through, but until 
that clock says 0:00, then it’s never done, and 
we are a living testament to that.”

This Saturday, Rice is back on the road against 
the University of Tulsa; this will be the Owls’ first 
away game since playing Texas A&M University 
on opening weekend. Even with a 1-3 record, the 

preseason C-USA coaches’ poll projected that 
Tulsa would win the C-USA western division. A 
year ago, the Golden Hurricane edged out Rice 
28-24. Even though the loss brought Rice to 2-6, 
that win fueled the Owls to go on a five-game 
winning streak to end the season. Bailiff said that 
even with its 1-3 record this season, Tulsa is still a 
dynamic team on both sides of the ball. He said 
he sees both teams as equally matched.

 “We had an outstanding game against [Tul-
sa] a year ago,” Bailiff said. “Right now, they are 
playing really solid defensively. They are like us 
offensively. They are really great at times and 
play sporadically at other times, but they are re-
ally well-coached.”

Redshirt senior running back Turner Peters-
en said he has extra incentive when he plays 
Tulsa. Petersen said Tulsa’s proximity to his 
hometown of Oklahoma City is a great opportu-
nity to play in front of familiar faces.

 “It’s always fun … getting a little closer to 
home and playing in front of some friends and 

family,” Petersen said. “It’s always special 
when people come to support me.”

Petersen acknowledged that Tulsa had given 
Rice trouble in the past and said Rice would not 
be scared on Saturday.

 “Usually, we have been going through Tulsa 
in the western division, but I don’t believe it adds 
any extra pressure,” Petersen said. “It’s another 
game for us, one that we can just go out and at-
tack and have a better mindset going into it.”

Hill agreed with Petersen. He said the team 
is confident going in and will be ready to fight,  
as this game is crucial in determining the cham-
pion of the western division.

 “Tulsa is a great team,” Hill said. “It doesn’t 
matter who they played; this is conference play. 
They are picked to win the conference, and I 
know they know that. The confidence over here 
is high as well, and as a defense, we need to 
take the ball away. If we can get turnovers and 
provide more opportunities for the offense, then 
that gives us a better chance to win the game.”

by Nicki Chamberlain-Simon
Thresher Staff

Rice University’s reputation for uncon-
ventional wisdom ranges all the way from the 
classroom to its Division I athletic program. 
Joe Karlgaard, the future director of athletics 
for the Rice Owls, is prepared to utilize his di-
verse athletic background to not only strive for 
athletic success, but also integrate himself into 
the Rice community. President David Leebron 

announced Karlgaard’s hiring for the position 
Sept. 9, and Karlgaard will assume his role in 
Houston Oct. 7.

In 2004, Karlgaard was hired as an assistant 
athletic director at Oberlin College, a liberal arts 
college in Ohio composed of 2,900 undergradu-
ates. A year later, he took over the position of 
director of athletics and led Oberlin to win the 
North Coast Athletic Conference All-Sports Tro-
phy four times in six years. According to the 
Stanford Athletics website, Karlgaard revamped 
Oberlin’s Division III athletics program and then 
went on to become the senior associate athletics 
director for development at Stanford University 
in spring 2011. Stanford won its 19th consecu-
tive National Association of College Directors of 
Athletics Learfield Sports Directors’ Cup last year 
and continues to be one of the best athletic uni-
versities in the country. Karlgaard will be leaving 
his current position at Stanford Oct. 6 in order to 
make the move to Rice.

Karlgaard said one of the reasons he took the 
job was because Rice seemed like a good combi-
nation of Stanford and Oberlin. 

“Rice kind of combines many of my favorite 
elements of both Stanford and Oberlin,” Karl-
gaard said. “It’s a place that emphasizes the 
undergraduate, and it’s a small and intimate en-
vironment where people know each other really 
well, which is a lot like Oberlin. But its aspira-
tions are large, and it competes in Division I ath-
letics, and that’s more like Stanford.”

Athletic administration runs in Karlgaard’s 
family. Karlgaard’s father, Dick Karlgaard, was 
twice named the National High School Athletic 
Director of the Year for his contribution to high 
school athletics in Bismarck, N.D. 

Karlgaard ran track and field throughout high 
school and his undergraduate career at Stanford. 
Karlgaard has also been an assistant coach for 
the men’s track and field team at Stanford and 
an assistant coach at the University of Minne-
sota, where he earned his doctorate in educa-
tional policy and development. Karlgaard said 
that as someone who saw Division I athletics as 
the most enjoyable part of his college career, he 
hopes to pass on that tradition. 

“I love to compete,” Karlgaard said. “I love 
the camaraderie of being on a team. I love to set 
goals and then work toward them. I love to im-
prove, and I love the notion of constant improve-
ment. It’s shaped my character, I think, and I 
want to provide the best opportunities I can for 
the people who come after me.”

Karlgaard said he has formulated a tenta-
tive plan for his first 90 days at Rice in order to 
best assess the opportunities he will provide. 
Karlgaard said he will focus on networking in 
his first 30 days. This will include engaging the 
faculty, meeting student-athletes, and attend-
ing events with alumni and Rice athletics sup-
porters. Karlgaard said he has already attended 
Rice’s first home football game Sept. 14 against 
the University of Kansas, where he conversed 
with many people from the Rice community and 
even received the game ball. Karlgaard said that 
while he has a vision for improving all 16 sports 
at Rice, most of his goals will be implemented af-
ter he integrates himself into the university. 

“The first 30 days will be meeting people and 
making those initial assessments,” Karlgaard 
said. “The second 30 days will be sort of focused 
on formulating a game plan, and the last 30 days 
is about launching that plan. It will take me some 

time, and I don’t want to make any big mistakes 
early on, so I need to do a lot more listening than 
acting in the first month or so.” 

Karlgaard said he does, however, have a focus 
on improving financial stability. He has dealt with 
marketing and fundraising in his past positions, 
which will carry over to his position at Rice. During 
his time at Oberlin, Karlgaard invested $8 million, 
most of which was gathered through private gifts, 
in improvements to the athletic facilities. Karl-
gaard was also one of the brains behind Stanford’s 
$90 million annual athletics budget and helped 
the athletic department produce its greatest single-
year increase in school fundraising, according to 
the Stanford Athletics Department. Karlgaard said 
he hopes to allocate extra funds for the Rice ath-
letic department to improve football facilities, the 
track and field complex, and any other facilities in 
need of improvement. 

“I think from a facility investment stand-
point, there are some things we need to do with 
football,” Karlgaard said. “We need to do some-
thing with track and soccer and that complex, 
but football is our largest complex, and there just 
hasn’t been much done to it, so I hope to make an 
investment there.”  

Karlgaard said he is excited to experience 
Texas and the culture of Rice University and that 
he is willing to put a lot of work into making 
Rice’s athletic program the best it can be. 

“There’s never a point where you can say, ‘I’m 
good enough; I don’t need to get better,” Karl-
gaard said. “I think that’s the way Rice students 
are motivated in the classroom, I think that’s the 
way alumni are motivated in their professional 
worlds, and that’s the way we want to be moti-
vated in athletics.”

Rice Owls stage fourth-quarter comeback against FAU

Karlgaard ready to take on Rice Athletics

Sean Chu/ThreSher
Redshirt senior quarterback Taylor McHargue attempts to throw the ball to the right side of the field during Saturday’s game against Florida Atlantic University. The Owls play at Tulsa this Saturday at 2:30 p.m.
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by Michael Kidd
for the Thresher

I sat down with Amy Czyz, captain of the 
Rice Owls soccer team, for a casual interview 
regarding her soccer play and her favorite 
things about Rice. Czyz, a junior, has started 
every game behind the goal since freshman 
year. She is a sports management major from 
Dansville, Calif. She said she is excited about 
the opportunity to compete for another Con-
ference USA women’s soccer championship.

When did you start playing soccer? 
I started when I was 5 years old. It was one 

of those things my mom got me into when I 
was younger, and my brother played soccer, 
too. I’ve pretty much always been in the goal. I 
just got put in it, and it went from there.

What is your favorite thing about soccer? 
I think I like how unpredictable it is. Soc-

cer’s not like football or basketball where you 
run plays; it’s unique in the fact that you re-
ally don’t know what you’re going to get. It 
keeps you on your toes. 

What has been your favorite moment so 
far in your college career? What are your 
expectations for this season? 

Definitely winning the conference champi-
onship last year. That was pretty exciting. We 
are beginning conference play this weekend, 
and the expectation is to go out and win another 
soccer championship. I think if our team plays 
the way we did last year, we have a good shot. 

So what about Rice made you decide on 
playing your collegiate soccer here? 

I definitely ended up at Rice because I 
wanted to find a school that balanced good 
academics and good soccer. Rice was the per-
fect balance between the two.

 

Switching gears, what is your favorite 
thing about Head Coach Nicky Adams? 
What do you think she has taught you?  

She knows the game really well and is very 
passionate about the game. She cares a lot 
about us and about the program, and she is 
definitely a key factor in taking this program 
in the right direction. Nicky has definitely 
taught me a lot about growing into a leader-
ship role. As a player, I think I’ve learned a lot 
about my own game and the game of the girls 
around me. I’ve learned how to get the best 
out of them as well. I’m more focused on the 
team aspect now than I was coming in. 

Is there a certain quote or motto that you 
live your life by, either on the soccer field 
or in your everyday life? 

I don’t think I really have a specific motto 
that I live by, but I’d have to say just to make 
every day the best it can be, and take it one 
day at a time. 

So if you could sit down for dinner with 
any two soccer players in the world, who 
would they be, and why? 

Definitely Hope Solo. Obviously because 
of her position as goalie and because she’s 
an intriguing person to me. Also Abby Wam-
bach because she’s the center of the women’s 
game. She’s done a lot of things and has been 
successful in women’s soccer. 

What are you striving to achieve after you 
leave Rice? 

I’m not entirely sure what I want to do, but 
I’m definitely not opposed to staying in soc-
cer. Whether that means working with Nike 
or Adidas or playing with a team, I’d be OK 
with that. Anything dealing with sports.

This interview has been edited for clarity and 
length.

Amy Czyz: In the goal
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by Julie Doar
Thresher Staff

Rice women’s volleyball started conference play 
last weekend with a win and a loss. On Friday, the 
team lost 3-0 to Middle Tennessee State University, 
but the Owls came back hard from the loss to defeat 
East Carolina University 3-0 on Sunday. Despite Fri-
day’s loss, junior defense specialist Daniela Arenas 
had a milestone game, recording her 1,000th career 
dig in the game against Middle Tennessee.

This weekend, the team travels to Oklahoma 
in order to play the University of Tulsa on Friday. 
On Sunday, the Owls travel to Hattiesburg, Miss. to 
face the University of Southern Mississippi.

After the victory this past Sunday, Head Coach 
Genny Volpe said the team has made progress but 
can do better in the future.

“We’ve definitely improved,” Volpe said. “We 
could still make our consistency better.”

Junior middle blocker Jillian Humphrey in par-
ticular had a solid game against ECU, leading the 
team with 15 kills. Humphrey said despite the loss 
to Middle Tennessee, the team is very happy with 
the win over East Carolina. 

“We obviously feel like we’re the best in the 
world right now,” Humphrey said.

Rice still has some steep competition to face, 
and the Owls are aware of the areas in which they 
can improve. Humphrey said the team plans to 
work hard this week in practice. She said the play-
ers will work on defense and will practice receiv-
ing hard-hit balls in order to improve their play.

“We have a lot of things to work on,” Hum-

phrey said. “[Last weekend], our defense was 
great, but we can always improve there and in our 
serving and receiving. They were giving us a lot of 
off-speed balls, and we were handling those well. I 
think in practice this week, we’re going to work on 
the quicker-tempo, harder-hit balls coming at us.”

Tulsa will present a challenge for the Owls. Tul-
sa’s women’s volleyball team has an overall record 
of 11-4. Last year, the Golden Hurricane won Con-
ference USA and made it to the NCAA tournament.  

Humphrey said that in recent years, Tulsa has 
always beaten Rice. She said the Owls need to 
overcome self-doubt and need to believe they have 
the ability to triumph over Tulsa.

“We’ve gone against [Tulsa] in the past and 
come up short each time,” Humphrey said. “So I 
think we need to work on getting over the thing 
in the back of our heads saying ‘You haven’t won 
this yet.’ ”

Humphrey said the team will have to work 
hard in order to gain the confidence and skills nec-
essary to beat Tulsa. Humphrey also said Tulsa’s 
strength is in its hard-hitters. Hence, she said it is 
crucial that Rice work on defending against high-
velocity balls.

“We’re just going to have to work really 
hard,” Humphrey said. “They have a lot of hard-
hitters, and we’re going to have to pick up our 
defense for them.”

Overall, Volpe said the team is going to need 
to have productive practices this week. She said 
the exhilaration from the recent win will make the 
team even more eager to practice hard.

“We’re excited to get back in the gym,” 
Volpe said.

by Naoki Shiba
For the Thresher

Jones vs. GSA
Jones College recorded its first win of the 

season, defeating the Graduate Student As-
sociation 6-0. The only touchdown of the 
game was scored when Jones sophomore Alex 
Brown threw a 25-yard pass to Jones senior 
Sara Nydick. 

“We were able to out-speed the GSA and con-
sistently get yards,” Jones Coach Nicolas Semon 
said. “Our blocking was also very good.”

With the win, Jones improved to a 1-2 re-
cord, while the GSA went down to 0-2 for the 
season.

Jones vs. Baker
Baker College recorded its first season win 

18-0 against Jones, which played two games 
this week.

“We need to make sure that the team stays 
aggressive,” Semon said. 

However, Semon said he was still im-
pressed by the new members of the team. 

“We had some good contributions from the 
freshmen, and the future of the team is hope-
ful,” Semon said.

Wiess vs. Sid
After a tied game at 12-12, Wiess College 

scored in the last two minutes of the game, 
defeating  Sid Richardson College Thursday 
night. Wiess junior Andie Eikenberg was the 
key player who sealed Wiess’ victory.

“Sid was able to score on reverse plays,” 
Wiess Coach Bobby Prengle said. “I thought 
we were almost about to go into overtime, but 
the last field-length drive won us the game.”

With the win, Wiess improved to a 2-1 re-
cord, while Sid went down to 1-1. 

Wiess vs. McMurtry
On Sunday afternoon, Wiess also played 

against McMurtry College. McMurtry made 
skillful passes, winning the game 21-6. 

“It would have helped to have practiced,” 
Prengle, a senior, said. “We had many oppor-
tunities to score, but we didn’t capitalize.”

Martel vs. Duncan
Missing a couple players from its team, 

Duncan College could not overcome Martel 
College’s defense and lost 24-2. Duncan was 
still able to score two points on a 101-yard 
interception return by Duncan freshman 
Michelle Won off an extra-point attempt by 
Martel. 

“When Martel was on offense, we had a 
hard time pulling flags and keeping their run-
ning back contained,” Duncan Coach Jordan 
Bley said. “She broke off a couple of great, 
long runs where we couldn’t catch her.”

Martel is now 2-1 this season, and Duncan 
is winless at 0-2.

Bley said that, despite the loss, he is opti-
mistic about the future.

“I was really proud [of] the way we played,” 
Bley said. “We fought hard until the very end.”

Hanszen vs. Brown
After a tight game, Hanszen College was 

finally able to clinch the victory 19-6 against 
Brown College to win its  second game of the 
season. Brown’s record fell to 2-1. 

“We need to work on the little things,” 
Brown Coach Miles Wilson said. “Football is 
a game of inches, and we didn’t get enough 
inches today.”

Wilson said he was proud of the team’s ef-
forts nonetheless.

“We showed a lot of heart,” Wilson said. 

Lovett vs. WRC
On Friday evening, Will Rice College de-

feated two-year reigning powderpuff champi-
ons Lovett College 12-7. Will Rice senior Brit-
tany Carter scored both touchdowns for Will 
Rice, bringing its record to 1-2.

“Our defense was able to shut them out,” Will 
Rice Assistant Coach John Robertson Lopez said. 

McMurtry vs. Brown
After a defensive struggle through three 

quarters, McMurtry returned an interception 
for a touchdown to take a 6-0 lead and never 
looked back, winning 13-0. McMurtry Coach 
Ross Michie-Derrick said the defense was ex-
tremely motivated to beat Brown.

“Many of our defenders had troubled 
childhoods,” Derrick said facetiously. “They 
are filled with hatred and anger. But in the 
Brown game, they channeled their aggres-
sion. Brown never had a chance of scoring. 
Rebecca Maher was especially good. Some 
said we should have suspended her after the 
armed robbery, but she proved us right to be-
lieve in her this weekend with three intercep-
tions, including a pick six.”

Duncan vs. WRC (Postponed)
On a rainy Sunday morning, Will Rice 

started play against Duncan, leading 18-0. The 
game was postponed due to the rain and will 
be rescheduled. Carter scored all three touch-
downs in the game.

Volleyball starts conference play

Ryan Li/ThResheR
McMurtry sophomore Jessica Kelly runs down the field against Wiess freshman Maggie Wagner 
during Sunday’s powderpuff game. McMurtry now has a record of 2-1, while Wiess is 2-2. 

Powderpuff showdown, week three

sean Chu/ThResheR
Junior Lizzy Bache spikes the ball during last weekend’s home match against Middle Tennessee State 
University. Rice split the weekend’s two matchups and heads to Tulsa, Okla. next weekend.

by Luke Samora
Thresher Staff

The Rice Owls women’s soccer team started 
conference play with a weekend on the road, 
playing both the University of Texas, El Paso 
and the University of Texas, San Antonio. Rice 
defeated the UTEP Miners 2-1 on Friday, earning 
the team its first conference win. The Owls then 
traveled to San Antonio, where they lost to the 
UTSA Roadrunners, bringing their conference 
record to 1-1.

The Owls showed a lot of heart against 
UTEP, fighting back and rallying to win 2-1 in 
El Paso. The game remained scoreless until 
the 71st minute, when UTEP’s Tayler O’Hare 
scored off a long free kick to put the Miners up 
1-0. Immediately after UTEP scored, Owls junior 

midfielder Gabriela Iribarne scored off an assist 
from freshman Bella Hernandez, tying the game 
1-1. Sophomore Holly Hargreaves then scored 
the game’s final goal with a header off a cross 
from freshman Jenny Fichera. 

Head Coach Nicky Adams said she was pleased 
with Fichera and her development as a player.

“[Fichera] has done a really good job of pro-
viding an attacking presence from behind,”  
Adams said. “Every weekend, she steps up her 
game and improves.”

Adams said she was impressed with how the 
team played in El Paso.

“UTEP is a very tough team that plays in a very 
tough environment,” Adams said. “I was very im-
pressed with how we fought the various elements.”

After the win, the Owls traveled to San An-
tonio for their second game in three days. The 

team lost 2-0, despite an 11-8 shot advantage 
and strong play from both Iribarne and junior 
goalkeeper Amy Czyz. 

Senior defender Hayley Williams said she 
noticed some key differences between the UTEP 
and UTSA games.

 “We had a hard pair of games this weekend, 
and while we got a good result against UTEP, we 
weren’t as successful against UTSA,” Williams 
said. “Because we aren’t an established dynasty 
like some women’s soccer programs, we can’t 
just show up and win. We have to play our best 
game every game, and we found our way to win 
on Friday, but [we] weren’t all on the same page 
on Sunday, and it showed in the results.”

Adams said consistency is key for the team 
going into practice this week.

 “Consistency is a huge thing for us,” Adams 

said. “We’re showing up for certain things some 
games, and other times, we’re not. All three po-
sitions have to be on the same page, and some-
times they’re just not.”

The Owls’ next two games are at home. The 
University of North Texas and the University of 
Tulsa come to Rice’s Holloway Field in hopes of 
securing conference wins. 

Adams said both teams bring different chal-
lenges that will force the Owls to be at the top 
of their game.

“Both teams are top teams on the schedule,” 
Adams said. “[UNT] is a direct team with speed up 
top that [has] so far produced really great results. 
Tulsa is a huge rival that goes way back, and this 
is one of the best teams they have had in years. 
Ultimately, we can’t worry about what they do; we 
have to worry about what we do.”

Women’s soccer defeats UTEP, falls to UTSA on the road
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Languages and skiLLs

•	 Fluency	in	Mandarin	Chinese
•	 Proficiency	in	Microsoft	PowerPoint,	Excel,	and	Visual	Basic	for	Applications
•	 Proficiency	in	Matlab	and	Fortran

Pete J. Wheeler
69420 Main Street Houston TX 77005

(713) 348-4055 || turnt@rice.edu

education

Rice University
Majoring	in	Energy	with	a	minor	in	Oil	and	Gas,	GPA	3.69
Irrelevant Coursework:	Juggling	for	non-carnies,	Normal	physics	for	normal	people.

James Danforth Quayle High School, GPA 4.20
•	 Conducted	 the	Marching	Potatoe	Band,	Founded	parkour	club,	Nominated	 for	

homecoming	king.

P.S. 118
•	 	Resolved	conflict	with	Pigeon	Man,	Encouraged	stoop	kid	to	leave	his	stoop.

East River Valley Mesa Pines Elementary
•	 First	in	class	to	complete	division	tables,	Mr.	Feeny’s	favorite	third-grade	student.

Jackson Montessori
•	 Played	with	blocks,	learned	basic	phonetics,	networked	in	the	sandbox.

Work and research

J.P. Boston Consulting Accentadarko
Intern for Human Capital Intern
•	 Analyzed	numbers,	Learned	basics	of	internships,	Read	emails,	Printed,	Sorted,	

Stapled.

Hoot South
Assistant Inventory Manager
•	 Analyzed	customer	spending	habits	in	an	attempt	to	provide	hot	food	until	clos-

ing	time,	Left	customers	hungry.

activities and organizations

Society for Students of a Certain Major
•	 Sold	boba	tea	and	raised	money.	

Student Association
Member

That One Club
Treasurer
•	 Did	the	things,	Optimized	weekly	pizza	budget.

Residential College
Committee chair
•	 Chaired	committee	at	residential	college.

skiLLs

Computer
•	 Email,	Microsoft	Word,	Microsoft	PowerPoint,	Microsoft	Excel,	Microsoft	Messenger,	

Adobe	Brickmaking,	Technology.

Not-Computer
•	 Telecomail,		Can	swear	in	five	languages,	Instagram	photography,	Soccer,	Building	

Ikea	Furniture.

May 2014

May 2010

May 2006

May 2003

May 1997

May | Aug 2013

2013 | Pres

2013 | Pres

2012 | Pres

2011 | Pres

2011 | Pres

It looks like you’re writing a 
resume.

You need my help.

•	 Everyone is a member of 
the Student Association. 
Add it to your resume!

•	 No skill is too insignificant.
•	 It’s lonely being the 

Microsoft Office Assistant 
Paperclip. All I want is for 
someone to love me.

Send me away?

WANTED
Live in  Sitter, over 18 , up  to$925/month+ 
car  and tuition  assistance. 713.538.8635   or   
lm11076@yahoo.com

Tutor needed for 14yr old high school boy in 
Algebra, English and Honors Biology.  Pay rate 
is negotiable. Please contact Holly at Littlela-
woffice@yahoo.com

Studio Apartment for Lease. Newly reno-
vated, secured property, on bus line with easy 
access to metro rail, washer/dryer on site, 
Juliette  Balcony, soaker tub, furnished. $775 
Plus Utilities. Available September 1,2013 832-
519-3909 elleirbagcarter@yahoo.com 

Tutor Needed Immediately Rice Alum hiring 
tutors for all levels of Middle/High School/
College Natural & Social Sciences/Humani-
ties. Reliable transportation required. Pay 

$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact 832-
428-8330 and email resume to siyengar777@
gmail.com

Sat Tutor Wanted for high school student 
through October. Once a week for 2 - 3 hours 
during the weekend on campus or at our 
house. Please email michelle61y@gmail.com

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

The backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For comments or questions, please email ajw3@rice.edu or purple@rice.edu . 
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