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Why you should write 
opinion pieces

New Ops editor Mitch Mack-
owiak makes a case for you 
to make YOUR case!

A new exhibit called “Inte-
riororities” will open this 
Thursday.

The story behind 
the ubiquitous 

Duncan websites.

The ball is in their court as 
Rice prepares to spike back!
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Molly and the Ringwalds perform for the 11th straight year at Sid Richardson College’s ’80s party. The 
band covers hits from the ’80s like Rick Springfield’s “Jessie’s Girl” and Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believin’.”

Flashing back 
to the ’80s

100 Days 
sponsor up 
in the air

Baker Institute hosts policy conference

by RaChel MaRCus
EdItoR IN ChIef

Rice Program Council will not be 
financing 100 Days this year, accord-
ing to RPC President Aisha Jeeva.

Jeeva, a Martel College junior, 
said the RPC budget had already 
been set when the Office of Alumni 
Affairs made the decision not to 
plan 100 Days.

“Our budget has been set since 
April, when the executive board sat 
down and planned for the year,” 
Jeeva said. “We really are unable to 
fund [100 Days] …. It has never been 
our event, and we have never been 
linked to it.”

Jeeva said RPC is choosing to 
stick to its original plan for its tradi-
tional events.

“We can’t change what we’re 
doing, pick up the slack and rear-
range our whole year because of 
something someone else decided,” 
Jeeva said.

According to Jeeva, RPC aims 
to strengthen its planning for 
Rondelet to revive that event.

“Our primary goal is to have 
Rondelet because we’ve received 
so many student requests asking 
for it,” Jeeva said.

The Student Association, in its 
effort to find a way for the tradition 
of 100 Days to continue this year, 
asked RPC to consider the possibility 
of planning the event, according to 
SA President Yoonjin Min. Min said 
she understands RPC’s decision. 

“I think [RPC] is really trying to 
revive Rondelet as this pre-Beer Bike 
event, and they’ve already bought 
into this idea, planned for it and are 
really excited about it,” Min said.

According to Min, no campus 
organization has stepped forward to 
plan the event, and many are wor-
ried about the liability that has come 
to be associated with 100 Days.

Min said the SA is not currently 
planning on being responsible for 
100 Days, either.

However, Min said the college 
presidents are working on finding 
a way to ensure 100 Days will still 
happen. Min said groups that could 
potentially host the event include 
the Future Alumni Committee — in-
dependent of Alumni Affairs — and 
a group of representatives from each 
college’s senior committee.

Martel College senior Thomas 
Plackemeier said he is disappointed 
that 100 Days has yet to be planned.

“I think that 100 Days offers se-
niors a chance to celebrate their 
collective experiences over the past 
four years,” Plackemeier said. “I’m 
disappointed that no organization 
would step up to carry on a Rice tra-
dition [like 100 Days].”

Min maintains that 100 Days 
will happen.

“100 days [to graduation] will 
be marked in some way,” Min said. 
“I don’t know if the way it has been 
marked in past years is feasible for 
this year, but we also still have a 
lot of time.”

Owl stickers cause unrest for out-of
by Molly ChIu aNd             
ChRIsteN SpaRago
MaNagINg EdItoR aNd                            

AssIstaNt News EdItoR

Students over 21 years of age with 
out-of-state identification who plan 
on drinking at campus events this 
year will need to have a little blue owl 
sticker on their IDs just like in past 
years, according to Rice University 
Police Department Captain Clemente 
Rodriguez.

Rodriguez said the reasoning be-
hind this rule is to prevent students 
from using fake IDs. RUPD officers are 
trained to recognize certain things on 
Texas state IDs which determine au-
thenticity, he said.

“A lot of times, fake IDs are made 
with out-of-state [information],” Ro-
driguez said. “They’re easier to try to 
pass because someone may not be 
as familiar with how [an out-of-state] 
driver’s license looks. We don’t see 
those every day.”

According to Rodriguez, either 
students or RUPD officers will 
check IDs for owl stickers at public 
parties.

“It really depends on the party 
and the officers working for that 
party,” Rodriguez said. “If some-
one is available to help out check-
ing IDs, they will definitely do that, 
[but] sometimes, they may be tied 
up and will rely on students to 
check IDs. If the student has any 

by JIeya WeN
FoR The ThResheR

The Baker Institute Student 
Forum hosted its inaugural under-
graduate public policy conference 
Sept. 21 in James A. Baker III Hall 
where it presented awards for its 
first annual undergraduate public 
policy competition.

According to Rohini Sigireddi, 
one of BISF’s research committee 
chairs, the topic of the competition 
was “Health Care Policy in the Unit-
ed States.” Participants submitted a 
25-page paper on this topic in July 
and presented their policy propos-

als at the conference before a panel 
of judges.

“We started planning this competi-
tion one year ago because all of us were 
really passionate about public policy, 
and we wanted to make Rice the center 
for health care policy studies,” Sigired-
di, a Wiess College senior, said.

The event started with a keynote 
speech by C.J. Peters, who is the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch di-
rector for biodefense as well as the 
John Sealy Distinguished University 
Chair in Tropical and Emerging Virol-
ogy. Peters addressed the importance 
and current situation of the study of 
health care policy.

“I think research is important,” 
Peters said. “It is the new way to ap-
proach the problems, and it is also a 
training, a good way to teach young 
people …. We have lots of opportuni-
ties, and lots of things can be done 
and need to be done …. If there is ma-
jor infectious disease, we need peo-
ple who understand the structures 
and can hold people together.”

According to Sigireddi, 15 teams 
from 12 universities and colleges were 
on the list of finalists chosen out of 27 
total participants; some teams were 
comprised of members from different 
universities. Six of the finalist teams 
were from Rice University. Wiess Col-

lege junior James Dargan and Patrick 
Perkowski, a student at the City Uni-
versity of New York’s Queens College, 
tied for first place. Martel College 
junior Cristina Saez and Hanszen 
College junior Andre Critsinelis won 
second place.

Dargan said his plan focused on 
the misuse of narcotic painkillers 
and aimed to reduce their harmful 
use. He said he suggested a buyback 
system to stop the circulation of the 
pills from the beginning.

“The buyback system is to in-
clude monetary compensation that 
encourages the patients to return the 

0see BISF, page 5

Qixuan Huang/tHresHer

0see STICKERS, page 3
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Hello, readers! My name is Mitch Mackowiak, I 
am a freshman at Lovett College, and I am the new 
Thresher opinions editor. You might find me sling-
ing discs at frisbee practice, (joyfully) slaving away 
in Anderson Hall, or relaxing in that courtyard with 
the extremely photogenic tree outside the Humanities 
Building.

It is my job to ensure your voices are heard regard-
ing any issue around campus — I am essentially a sug-
gestion box for Rice.

I have taken it upon myself to be this suggestion 
box because, in my opinion, opinions are important.

Without opinions, some French gentleman would 
not have said, “You know, we actually like having 12 
hours in the day rather than 10.”

Without opinions, Leonardo Da Vinci would not 
have said, “You know, you look a lot better without 
eyebrows.”

Without opinions, a Rice student in 1988 would 
not have said, “You know, I think Willy’s Statue would 
look better facing Fondren.”

The fact is, opinions are powerful. They can enact 
changes no one could have expected. And that is why 
the opinion section is so vital to a newspaper. Before I 
continue, have you ever submitted an opinion article 
to the Thresher?

If you have not, it is fairly straightforward. You 
could probably guess how it is done.

Step one: Write what you want to say to everyone 
on campus — the Thresher is your megaphone. 

Step two: Email your writing to the Thresher at 
thresher-ops@rice.edu. 

Step three: Your piece will likely receive some red 
marks from the copy editors (all black belts in gram-
mar) and suggestions from me and other editors.

Step four: Contemplate the suggestions, and retool 
your piece.

Then the piece goes in the Thresher, and voila! 
Simple, not to mention easy and free. Anyone can do 
it — and should if they want to change Rice but do not 
know how or do not think they can.

A newspaper works in tandem with its readership, 

much like two people on a tandem bike. Say one bicy-
clist is called Newspaper, and the other is called Read-
ership. If all Newspaper did were to inform Reader-
ship, then Newspaper would need to work extremely 
hard to balance and pedal the bike to Successville and 
might not make it. But if Readership were to respond 
to Newspaper by submitting suggestions and opin-
ions, then Newspaper and Readership have a lot more 
potential to tandem-bike happily through the country-
side to Successville.

Newspapers love engaging their readers as much 
as readers want newspapers to engage them. Opin-
ion pieces generate communitywide discussion and 
debate that usually increases the open-mindedness 
of all involved. They can start movements or just one 
friendship. A lively opinion section indicates a strong 
community unafraid of communication (there is a rea-
son community shares quite a few letters with com-
munication).

And if you claim you lack opinions? You submit 
opinions to your friends and colleagues every day, 
whether by email or through Twitter or Facebook or 
another one of those whatchamacallit social media 
sites, do you not? Why not submit those opinions to 
everyone? It is important to note, though, that in this 
day and age of quick-fire reactions and snap judg-
ments through social media, newspapers provide 
a platform for informed and thoroughly explained 
stances.

So if you have something to say about Rice or any-
thing you think is important, say it. Consider writing 
in to the Thresher. There is a reason we like to hear 
from our readers.

Students should 
work together to 

save 100 Days
The Thresher encourages student 

organizations across campus to work 
together to make 100 Days happen 
(see story, p. 1).

We understand Rice Program Coun-
cil’s decision to uphold its budget and 
planning from last spring. As another 
student-run organization, the Thresh-
er urges the student body to remember 
that a lot of valuable time goes into 
planning the operations of our organi-
zations, so we understand how it could 
be considered unfeasible to modify 
something like a budget months into 
the year. It would be unreasonable to 
insist that RPC completely revise its 
budget and plans to accommodate for 
an event no other organization has 
been willing to manage.

While RPC should not necessarily 
have to fund 100 Days, nor should it 
have to shoulder the sole responsibil-
ity of the event, RPC should assist in 
planning 100 Days. As the sole stu-
dent-run, campuswide programming 
organization on campus, RPC is in an 
ideal position to consult with which-
ever organization or group of organi-
zations ultimately ends up taking on 
100 Days. RPC has experience working 
with outside venues and with plan-
ning large-scale, campuswide events 
and should apply that experience 
to help ensure 100 Days is not aban-
doned as a tradition. 

As we stated in the Sept. 11 issue 
of the Thresher, we believe 100 Days 
is an important Rice tradition that 
should continue to be honored and 
prioritized. While the task of planning 
100 Days is likely too burdensome for 
a single organization to take on at 
such short notice, student organiza-
tions working together could success-
fully organize the event. The student 
body clearly values the celebration of 
100 Days, so it should be the job of all 
student organizations — whose role is 
to serve the students — to contribute 
to the planning, funding and promo-
tion of 100 Days in whatever way we 
possibly can.

The devotion to ensuring that 100 
Days happens demonstrated by Stu-
dent Association President Yoonjin 
Min and the college presidents is ad-
mirable. We understand that the en-
tire situation regarding both 100 Days 
and Senior Gala has been stressful, 
and we thank you for keeping student 
interests at heart.

All members of the student body 
who care about the celebration of 100 
Days should be advocates for their own 
interests. Rice’s student body can, at 
times, submit to apathy, but the great-
est power to ensure the celebration of 
100 Days happens lies within the stu-
dent body as a whole. Students who 
value this event should step forward 
and promote what they want to see 
happen rather than relying on others 
to do so. One way of getting involved 
in planning 100 Days and Senior Gala 
is to join the Future Alumni Commit-
tee; the deadline for applications has 
been extended to this Friday, and the 
committee has the potential to en-
sure that both of these events occur in 
some manner.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

Overnight stays play a large role in the recruitment 
of prospective students, enough so that many Rice 
University students can remember who hosted them 
as prospective students or can trace their decision to 
come to Rice back to when they stayed overnight. If 
this is the case, why is it so difficult to find hosts for 
overnight programs at Rice, like Vision and SOAR?

As a two-year member of the Minority Interest 
Committee, I have had to publicize and recruit for 
Seeking Opportunities at Rice, our fall program, and 
Vision, the larger spring program. In recruiting hosts 
for SOAR this year, I have tried almost everything, 
from appealing to college competition by remind-
ing Brown College that we have had the most hosts 
in previous years to telling people about free dinner 
this Saturday night. Even with Facebook posts, mass 
emails and lunch announcements spread across all of 
the colleges, MIC has still had trouble finding enough 
hosts for the 60 students arriving at Rice this weekend 
for SOAR.

When people tell me they cannot host, I usually 
hear the same reasons: “I’m too busy this weekend” 
or “I don’t even know where they would sleep.” While 
I understand that as Rice students, we are all busy, I 
also understand that as Rice students, we are all busy. 
I am sure that for most people who tell me they are 
too busy to host, there are other people just as busy 
who are signing up. And although someone may think 
before signing up that there is not enough time, when 
prospies actually come, there are usually activities 
planned for them, so hosting is not as big a time com-
mitment as most people seem to think it is.

Even if the time commitment turns out to be sub-
stantial, it should not really be enough to prevent 
people from hosting. Every one of us decided to come 
to Rice for a reason, and hosting is a chance to share 
that with someone. Students should recall that some-

one probably hosted them before they came to Rice, 
which means they were probably influenced positive-
ly by that experience. Students should want to share 
that experience with someone else. Hearing my host 
talk about Orientation Week and Beer Bike on my visit 
and listening to all his friends as they talked about 
Rice’s great community was a great experience. Pro-
grams like Vision and SOAR are a great way to serve 
the Rice community by ensuring as many people as 
possible know about our school and why we chose it. 
MIC’s programs are especially important because they 
diversify the student body, making Rice the multicul-
tural community we know. If not for that diversity, 
Rice would miss out on the many experiences stu-
dents from underrepresented minorities bring to our 
campus and the added perspective they bring to all 
activities at Rice.

So yes, most students are probably pretty busy this 
weekend. But that does not mean they cannot intro-
duce a prospie to Rice. Students can still show pros-
pies their colleges and have them meet their friends. 
And as hosts, students might even make friends they 
will see next year as freshmen. So I will ask students 
the question I have been asking people for the past 
month: “Are you hosting for SOAR?”

Students can sign up to host for SOAR at http://
tinyurl.com/k57nd2z.

SOAR core part of freshman recruit-
ing, so why are hosts hard to find?

We are all pedaling this bike together
“No owl sticker, sir? Then I can’t let you drink here.”

Rey Amendola
is a Brown College 
junior and a mem-
ber of the Minority 
Interest Committee

Mitch Mackowiak 
is a Lovett College 
freshman and the 
Thresher opinions 
editor
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by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

NASA astronaut and chemical engineer 
Donald R. Pettit spoke about his outer space 
experiences Thursday, Sept. 19 at Anne and 
Charles Duncan Hall as part of the Space 
Frontiers Lecture Series.

According to Director of the Rice Space 
Institute David Alexander, Pettit has been 
on three space flights.

The official flyer advertising the event 
stated that Pettit has spent a total of 370 
days in space, including two long-duration 
stays on the International Space Station and 
one space shuttle mission.

Pettit said he thinks frontiers can be 
found all around us and are places to dis-
cover answers to questions we might not 
even know exist.

“I define ‘frontier’ as where normal intu-
ition doesn’t really happen anymore,” Pettit 
said.

Pettit spoke about his experiments in 
outer space, which included investigating 
surface tension forces with a sphere of water, 
measuring capillary rises in microgravity with 
soda straws, and making a venigraph genera-
tor with Legos.

“We have a whole suite of wonderful 
things that we’re doing on [the International 
Space Station],” Pettit said. “But because you 
are there and in this environment, there are 
other observations that you could make …, 
observations that aren’t on the script. You 
make something that’s ‘Wow, this is differ-
ent.’ These little clandestine observations, 
this science of opportunity becomes the … 
science of the future.”

Pettit said astronauts going to the Interna-
tional Space Station can take only a few per-
sonal items. He said he took knitting needles 
for charging demonstrations. 

“It’s a little bag …, [and] whatever you can 
stuff in there, … that’s it for six months in 

terms of personal effects,” Pettit said. “I didn’t 
take [knitting] needles because I thought we 
were going to have so much spare time …; I 
took [knitting] needles because I could make 
them out of special materials and use them for 
charging demonstrations.”

Pettit said that in a frontier, even tasks we 
consider menial are done differently, some-
thing he found out when attempting to grow 
a plant.

“When you’re in a frontier, you could do 
things that you don’t normally do at home, 
partly because what you do at home doesn’t 
even work there,” Pettit said. “[Raising a 
plant] was my attempt at trying to figure out 
how to do something that comes so [easily] 
on Earth, in our environment.”

Pettit said he faced some challenges rais-
ing his plants.

“NASA has these amazing pieces of 
equipment, these terrariums with [the] pow-
er … to raise research plants,” Pettit said. 
“What I rapidly found out was a spacecraft 
environment that’s designed for human 
beings is not very friendly toward a potted 
plant in the corner, especially if you’re in a 
microgravity environment.”

Pettit said he struggled to figure out how 
he could grow plants without a lot of equip-
ment and found a solution in plastic bags.

“If you fold it in the right way, the surface 
tension forces will control the water,” Pettit 
said. “You can actually use aeroponics as a 
means for growing these plants. What I did 
was I raised a zucchini. We were struggling. 
There’s all kinds of problems. [The plants] 
would almost die … as I was learning how 
to make these plants thrive in a weightless 
environment.”

Pettit started a blog called “Diary of a Space 
Zucchini,” written as if the zucchini plant he 
was growing were a crew member. The blog 
can be found at blogs.nasa.gov/letters. 

According to Pettit, the Cupola, an ob-
servatory on the International Space Sta-
tion with seven large windows optimized 
for looking at Earth and its horizons, has 
cameras set up for taking different types of 
pictures.

“The Earth does go by quickly, and if you 
have to stop to change lenses on the camera, 
or a setting, you might very well miss what-
ever you want to take a picture of, so you just 
grab a different camera that’s set up the way 
you need,” Pettit said.

Wiess College sophomore Brady Buescher 
attended the lecture and said he thinks Pettit 
captured the mystery and wonder of space in 
the experiments he showed.

“I thought [Pettit’s] lecture was absolutely 
enthralling,” Buescher said. “Each experi-
ment made my jaw drop; we really have no 
physical intuition about space. To hear from 
someone who has had the enviable opportu-
nity to be in the frontier of space was an en-
lightening experience.”

Buescher said Pettit’s comments about the 
real-world benefits of space exploration stood 
out to him.

“The hard thing for many to see, and this 
is what [Pettit] pointed out, is that we can’t 
really know the next huge advancement that 
could come from researching in space, but 
simply that we have to push our frontiers in 
order to continue to expand our horizon,” 
Buescher said. 

RUPD BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Sept. 3-9.

Residential Colleges
Martel College
Wiess College
Lovett College
Jones College
Wiess College
North Colleges
Hanszen College

Other Buildings
Fondren Library
Duncan Hall
Alice Pratt Brown Hall
Rayzor Hall
Herring Hall
Sewall Hall

Other Locations
Academic Quad
Academic Quad
Entrance 8

Sept. 11
Sept. 14
Sept. 14
Sept. 15
Sept. 16
Sept. 16
Sept. 17

Sept. 10
Sept. 10
Sept. 11
Sept. 13
Sept. 15
Sept. 18

Sept. 12
Sept. 14
Sept. 16

Theft of bicycle
Possession of marijuana
Liquor law violation
Theft of bicycle
Theft of bicycle
Theft of bicycle
Liquor law violation

Criminal trespass warning
Criminal trespass
Theft of bicycle
Theft of cell phone
Theft of bicycle
Stolen motor vehicle

Arrest on misdemeanor warrant
Liquor law violation
Indecent exposure

NASA Astronaut Donald Pettit visits Rice as part of the Space Frontiers Lecture Series to 
discuss his time in space.

NASA astronaut shares 
space flight experiences

When you’re in a 
frontier, you could 
do things that you 
don’t normally do at 
home, partly be-
cause what you do at 
home doesn’t even 
work there. [Rais-
ing a plant] was my 
attempt at tring to 
figure out how to do 
something that comes 
so [easily] on Earth.

Donald R. Pettit
NASA astronaut

Duncan-based websites aid 
students with books, dates

Will Rice College freshman Aloysius Utomo and Martel Col-
lege freshman Anna Kim get dressed up for RPC’s annual 
Screw Yer Roommate event.

Screw Yer
Roommate

by Anita Alen
For the Thresher

One Duncan College student has gotten cre-
ative with his college’s website. Matthew Schurr, 
the Duncan website committee head and web-
master, expanded the Duncan website last spring 
to include features that all students can use.

Schurr, a Duncan sophomore, is the lead pro-
grammer behind the Book Exchange service and 
the Screw-Yer-Roommate profiles hosted on www.
duncancollege.net. 

“We had [over] 1,300 people log in [to the site] 
with their NetIDs,” Schurr said. “Most of [the us-
ers] are from Duncan, and we had an even split 
between the other colleges.”

Schurr said Duncan’s website committtee 
chose to expand the site to include a book ex-
change because of the hassle students experience 
every semester when purchasing textbooks. He 
said that although the exchange was available to 
students late last year, the committee began ad-
vertising it more heavily this semester.

“We wanted to make it easier for people to find 
the books they want to buy [as well as to] sell,” 
Schurr said. “We decided to make our own [book 
exchange], and it created a lot of value because 
people could just search and find students who 
they knew they could trust because they were stu-
dents at Rice. It just made things a lot easier.”

Martel College freshman Neethi Nayak found 
her textbooks through the site and said the site 
was particularly useful because she could search 
for books by course rather the ISBN.

“I was able to purchase my textbook,” Nayak 
said. “It was nice because there was a search en-
gine, and [I knew] what the condition was for the 
book. I would definitely use the Duncan book ex-
change applet in the future to buy my textbooks.”

According to Schurr, Duncan created a sepa-
rate site for Screw-Yer-Roommate profiles last 
year but chose to integrate the service into its 
main website this year. Schurr said that this year, 
the site has 122 profiles and approximately 7,000 
total profile views. 

Lovett College freshman Aishwarya Thakur 
said she still appreciated the usefulness of the site. 

“Posting on the site was fun, and I certainly 
got a lot of people to contact me for my room-
mate,” Thakur said.

Duncan website committee member Sanjay 
Gadasalli said he worked on providing content for 
the site. According to Gadasalli, a junior, he and 
Schurr updated the website last year by changing 
the format and moving it to Amazon Cloud Drive 
to improve loading times.

According to Schurr, the book exchange site 
will be available again next semester, and addi-
tional services may be added to the site.

“We are considering expanding the book ex-
change to encompass other things that students 
might want to buy like furniture, bikes, etc.,” Sch-
urr said. “We know there’s other places that offer 
this, but we believe that students at Rice will be 
more willing to use our system because access is 
restricted only to people within the Rice commu-
nity ..., and we now have a pretty large user-base 
within Rice, which means people will be more 
likely to find [buyers and sellers] on our system 
than anywhere else.”

Gadasalli said the website committee has 
been considering an expansion of the alumni sec-
tion but is unsure of whether it will continue to 
supplement Rice Program Council events such as 
Screw-Yer-Roommate.

“We’re looking to offer services to alumni 
and to students who want to get connected to 
alumni,” Gadasalli said. “In terms of RPC, if we 
get ideas, we’d love to host them on our website.”

 Schurr said he encouraged students to con-
tact him with ideas for other additions to the web-
site. He said he plans to advertise the site more as 
the committee continues to add more features.

“We want people to use it. It’s a kind of net-
work,” Schurr said. “The more people who use 
the services, the more valuable they are. We’re 
also planning on improving the Screw Your 
Roommate application a lot before next year, tak-
ing into the account the feedback we’ve received 
from the students who did use it.”

Qixuan huang/thresher

ryan lee/thresher
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unused prescription back to the pharmacy,” 
Dargan said. “My plan includes amnesty, and it 
allows people to get immediate access to help 
if they overdose.”

Saez said the competition provided a won-
derful learning experience and a good oppor-
tunity to practice what she learned in class.

“My partner has an economics background, 
and I have a public health background,” Saez 
said. “At the end of the competition, I knew 
more about economics and policy studies. I 
was studying the National Health [Service] in 
the U.K. before, and this competition helped 
me to bring what I learned there to the U.S. sys-
tem. Also, it [was] a good chance to collaborate 
with other people.”

An awards presentation and a poster pre-
sentation by the competition finalists followed 
the keynote speech. The event ended with clos-
ing remarks by BISF President Daniel Cohen. 

Cohen said he was excited to continue the 
competition in the following years and use the 
same model to expand it to include graduate 
students. He said he also hopes to encourage 
students from all backgrounds to participate in 
policy studies.

“People may think that public policy is 
only for political science and economics 
students,” Cohen, a Lovett College senior, 
said. “But I don’t think that’s true at all. Our 
competitors come from all over, in terms of 
schools, academic fields. No matter who you 
are and where you are from, public policy 
is intimately connected with what you care 
about. The more we contribute to that now, 
the better off the world will be.”

0sticker
from page 1

0bisf
from page 1

question about the ID or they feel like there’s 
something wrong with it, they can take it to 
an officer, and the officer will validate it.”

Rodriguez said the owl stickers have been 
part of RUPD policy for many years. 

Martel College senior Helene Dick said 
some students might not be aware of the 
sticker policy. 

“Public parties might be getting progres-
sively stricter with the new alcohol policy, 
and it’s the beginning of the year, so I think 
people who turned 21 over the summer are 
just now realizing they need the sticker,” 
Dick said.

Dick said some international students 
might experience issues with international 
students because their govern-issued ID is a 
passport.

“[RUPD] applies the owl sticker to their 
passports, and so [international] students 
are literally required to bring their passports 
to things like [Night of Decadence] [if they 
want to drink],” Dick said. “International 
students’ visas are in their passports, so if 

they lose their form of identification at pub-
lic parties, then they’ve also lost their visas.”

McMurtry College senior Katie Specht 
said even though obtaining her owl sticker 
was easy, the stickers seem unnecessary.

“It is silly that out-of-state IDs need vali-
dation from Rice,” Specht said. “It seems like 
RUPD thinks people with out-of-state IDs are 
more likely to have fake IDs, but I know people 
who use their [older] siblings’ and cousins’ Tex-
as IDs. I don’t think it’s fair to say that just be-
cause an ID is from Texas [means] it’s not fake.”

Duncan College senior Evan Austin also 
said it was easy to get his owl sticker and 
agrees with the policy set in place by RUPD.

“I feel that it’s completely understand-
able from a policy standpoint that RUPD 
only requires students with out-of-state li-
censes to get a sticker,” Austin said. “It does 
make sense that police officers in the state of 
Texas would be less familiar with the variety 
of licenses coming from outside the state.”

Rodriguez said he recommended that stu-
dents who plan to drink at public events ob-
tain an owl sticker in advance to ensure that 
they can get it in a timely manner and will 
not have problems obtaining alcohol once 
they are at the event. 

The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Sept. 23.

■■■ SA President Yoonjin Min announced that the application deadline for 
the Future Alumni Committee has been extended to 11:59 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 27. Seniors are especially encouraged to apply. Applications are 
available at sa.rice.edu/futurealumni. Min introduced the Rice Student 
Arts Council, which will consist of eight to nine students who will pro-
vide input for programming within the soon-to-be-constructed Moody 
Fine Arts Building. Applications are due 11:59 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 9 
and are available at sa.rice.edu.

■■■ SA External Vice President Ravi Sheth nominated members for the In-
novation in Undergraduate Teaching Working Group. The Student Sen-
ate approved the nominees.

■■■ SA Treasurer Michael Pan announced that applications for the Blanket 
Tax Review Committee are due Sunday, Oct. 6. Pan announced the ad-
dition of Bite Macarons and SnowBlock Shavery to the Hedgehopper 
Card discount program.

■■■ Will Rice College Senator Cynthia Bau discussed updates about the 
parking situation. Ninety permit holders were moved from West Lot 
2 to Hess Lot near the Rice University Police Department Station to 
mitigate crowding in West Lot 2. Bau said possible solutions being 
considered include providing shuttles between Greenbriar Lot and 
the Inner Loop as well as constructing additional parking spaces in 
the more distant future. Students are encouraged to send concerns to 
parking@rice.edu. 

■■■ Bau introduced a resolution setting forth the student body’s opinion 
regarding the parking situation at Rice and the process of remedying it. 
The Senate will vote on the resolution in two weeks.

■■■ The Senate nominated Martel College junior Lauren Thompson for 
RTV5 station manager and Lovett College sophomore Rachel Gray for 
RTV5 programming director. The Senate will vote on the nominations 
next week.

The SA will next meet Monday, Sept. 30 in Sewall Hall Room 301 at 9 p.m. 
Min said the change in location from Farnsworth Pavilion is to accommo-
date a larger audience because President David Leebron will be presenting.
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Ellen’s picks for this                  

week’s best events outside 
the hedges. Time to explore 

the wonderful world  
of Houston.

PoETrY rEadiNg
For a relaxing, free night out in 
the Museum District, stop at the 
Jung Center for some quality 
poetry reading. Poets Priscilla 
Frake and Dan Rifenburgh will 
be reading poems from their 
two recently released books, 
Correspondence and Isthmus, 
respectively. The event will take 
place Friday, Sept. 27 at 6 p.m. 
Admission is free.

Jung Center of Houston
5200 Montrose Blvd.

www.mutabilispress.org

bENaSSi
Stereo Live is bringing Benny 
Benassi, the Italian DJ/producer 
who brought us masterpieces 
like “Satisfaction” and “Cinema” 
(later remixed to dubstep glory by 
Skrillex), is coming to Houston. 
For those age 18 and up, catch 
him at Stereo Live on Saturday, 
Sept. 28 at 9 p.m. for $30.

Stereo Live Houston
6400 Richmond Ave.

www.stereolivehouston.
com

WiNE fEST
For two days this fall, Houston 
will become the wine capi-
tal of Texas. Expect dazzling 
performances, wine and food 
pairings by Houston’s finest 
restaurants, novelty foods, 
over 200 wines and cocktail 
lounges. For the aspiring (age 
21 and up) wine connoisseur, 
this is an event  that cannot be 
missed. It will take place Satur-
day, Sept. 28 and Sunday, Sept. 
29 from 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Hermann Square (Down-
town)

901 Bagby St.
www.houstonwinefest.com

roCKY Horror
Cult favorite The Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show is not for the 
weak. The show itself may be 
secondary to the almost-man-
dated audience participation, 
which includes dressing up, 
shouting at the screen and do-
ing the Time Warp. The show 
will be Saturday, Sept. 28 at 10 
p.m. for $10. 

Alamo Drafthouse Vin-
tage Park

114 Vintage Park Blvd., 
Building H, Suite J

www.drafthouse.com/
houston

by Henry Bair and Skye Wang
For the Thresher 

“Interiorities,” a new installation by 
Houston artist and writer Besty Huete (Mar-
tel College ‘05), wiill open Sept. 26 at the stu-
dent-created and student-managed Match-
box Gallery in Sewall Hall.

Huete, who is currently pursuing a mas-
ter of fine arts in sculpture at the University 
of Houston, previously had a solo exhibition 
at Lawndale Art Center and participated 
in Houston’s Fringe Festival. She said she 
hopes viewers will slow down and think 
about what something really means when 
looking at art.

“The point of art is to get people to ask 
questions,” Huete said. “I want people to 
be a little uneasy [when they see ‘Interiori-
ties’], and I really hope they are. It’s essen-
tial to push people’s comfort zones a little 
and maybe even be a little confounding  
at times.”

Huete described her work 
as theatrical, silly and sinister 
and said she wants to use ‘Inte-

riorities’ as a space to visually and literally 
translate the words of her poem into an en-
vironment. She said she also wants to call 
into question the essence and purpose of 
learning.

“Why do we learn?” Huete said. “Learn-
ing is a degenerative exercise when you add 
in time, memory and other cognitive pro-
cesses. So what’s the end product?” 

According to Huete, installations are 
an intensive, nontraditional art environ-
ment that blurs the lines between art  
and viewer. 

“See my phone? If I put it on a stand, we 
can think of it like a sculpture or object that 
we could walk around and look at, but in-
stallation work is the 
opposite — it’s really an 
immersive environment 
where you are using an 
entire space to address 

the viewer,” Huete said. “Your goal is to get 
the viewer implicated in the space as op-
posed to being outside [of it].” 

According to its website, the Matchbox 
Gallery was founded by Rice University stu-
dents to highlight young artists in the Hous-
ton community and increase Rice student 
involvement in the arts. It is currently co-di-
rected by Duncan College junior Lydia Smith 
and Duncan College senior Jessica Fuquay. 

The installation’s opening will take place 
at 8 p.m. Sept. 26 in Sewall Hall and will in-
clude free beer, hot dogs and live music by 
Quincy Banks and Kenny Evans. The event 
will be hosted by the Department of Visual and  
Dramatic Arts.

Joshua Bell wows in
Houston Symphony

by Henry Bair and Cloe Tula
For the Thresher

Bright, pealing notes from a 300-year-old 
violin pierced the spacious hall, settling into 
a cadenza spanning the entire range of the 
instrument, from dazzling streaks of light to 
dark chords, broken only by carefree pizzicato 
flourishes. Audiences were taken on a journey 
by the Houston Symphony. This concert series 
— “Joshua Bell Returns” — was remarkable not 
only for the Symphony’s collaboration with 
the renowned violinist Joshua Bell, but also for 
the involvement of maestro Lawrence Foster, a 
prominent conductor who directed the Houston 
Symphony from 1971 to 1979, returning for the 
weekend to conduct the orchestra once again.

Celebrating its centennial this year, the 
Houston Symphony is one of the oldest per-
forming arts organizations in America. Its rich 
history has included conduction by numerous 
esteemed directors and involvement with the 
best musicians around the world. In the last 
century, the orchestra has grown and matured 
from what was once a humble semi-profession-
al group of part-time performers into a sym-
phony today internationally recognized for its 
excellence.

The complex program consisted of works 
by Modest Mussorgsky, Ralph Vaughan Wil-
liams and Edward Elgar and featured Peter 
Tchaikovsky’s famed Violin Concerto in D 
major, Op. 35. The deeply romantic music 
was filled with nuanced solos, soaring melo-
dies and rich, velvety interludes, whisking 
the audience through Russia, England and 
even Persia.

Incorporating his vast knowledge of the 
intricacies of each piece, Foster never lost con-
trol over the massive orchestra; at the same 
time, his passion for the music was conveyed 
through the fiery vigor of his conducting.

An exotic English horn solo began the 
opening piece, “Dance of the Persian Slaves,” 
a ballet from the opera “Khovanshchina” by 
Mussorgsky. Allowing for a more expressive 
tone in an otherwise dry concert hall, the 
piece exposed the varying textures from differ-
ent sections of the orchestra.

Bell performed the Tchaikovsky violin 
concerto with limitless ease, playing with the 
energy of someone half his age and the skill 
of the experienced virtuoso he is. Having re-
cently recorded the same piece with the Ber-
lin Philharmonic earlier this year, Bell is no 
stranger to the immense challenge the piece 
presents to any performer. He has also re-
cently become the conductor of the highly ac-
claimed Academy of St. Martin in the Fields 
ensemble. With confidence, he assumed a 
commanding role over the Houston Sym-
phony but may have blurred the line between 
soloist and conductor more than necessary. 
However, his gusto and flawless playing won 
the hearts of the audience, which gave him a 
hearty standing ovation.

The second half of the program shifted 
from the music of Russia to that of the 
British Isles, beginning with Vaughan Wil-
liams’ “Fantasia on Greensleeves,” a whim-
sical take on a traditional folk song. 

0see bell, page 6

Skye wang/ThreSher
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The piece is known for its harp and flute duet, 
which was flawlessly executed by Rice University 
Shepherd School of Music associate professor of 
harp Paula Page and seasoned flutist Judith Dines.

The closing piece, Elgar’s “Enigma Varia-
tions,” provided a sharp contrast to both the vir-
tuosic themes of Tchaikovsky and the simple yet 
poignant brilliance of Vaughan Williams, finish-
ing the concert with a fresh feeling. The piece was 
written as multiple musical caricatures of Elgar’s 
friends, originally conceived by the composer as 
a joke. Despite the often-jarring tonal shifts, Fos-

ter guided the orchestra’s interpretation of each 
variation masterfully, effectively communicating 
each movement’s distinct character.

The Houston Symphony’s upcoming season 
features impressive soloists including Midori, 

Emanuel Ax, Gil Shaham and Johannes Moser. 
Student tickets, available for purchase one week 
prior to any given performance, are priced at $15 
and provide the best seats available at the time 
of purchase. Additionally, a student pass priced 
at $50 gives access to every concert, both clas-
sical and pops, for the rest of the school year. A 
powerful, intellectually enriching experience for 
musicians and non-musicians alike, the Houston 
Symphony’s concerts are something all students 
should take advantage of.

0Bell
 from page 5

by Christen Sparago
Thresher Editorial Staff

iOS 7 makes my phone look like it belongs in 
a candy store.

Nobody has time for that.
I simultaneously hate it and love it. The 

changes are distracting, I cannot find anything, 
and the morning after I updated my iPhone 4s, 
I overslept because my alarm clock sounded so 
different.

I am usually skeptical about software up-
dates, but in fairness, iOS 7 is a mixed bag of the 
wonderful and bizarre.

It is shockingly peppy — even overwhelm-
ingly so. The Messages, Email and Calendar apps 
— and their color schemes — look like they were 
imported from the ‘90s.

But in this case, retro does not necessar-
ily equal hip. The built-in Apple backgrounds 
include a mix of calm nature scenes and bold 
geometric patterns, but there are no longer the 
middle-of-the-road choices, like the peacock 
feather, for noncommittal iPhone users like me.

It is beyond me that Apple still does allow us-
ers to customize things like text color. Message 
text is now white, which is decidedly annoying. 

It’s hard to read unless you are in a dark place like 
a closet or Fondren Sixth on a Sunday, and let’s 
face it: Most iPhone users reading this probably 
text while walking, biking or sitting in a lecture 
hall lit by fluorescents.

Even more unsettling is that text bubbles 
are no longer 3-D, even though the background 
shifts when I tilt my phone — one of the more 
entertaining changes. And the Safari icon looks 
more than ever like a compass, even though it is 
harder to navigate the Web without the Google 
search bar.

Design-wise, Apple took a step backward 
with this update. What was advertised as beauti-
ful and innovative is reminiscent of the graphics 
from the bright pink flip phone I had in middle 
school. However, in terms of usability, this is the 
best phone I have ever had.

The control center holds infinite pleasant sur-
prises; this glorious addition can be used to set 
alarms. And to change the screen brightness, ad-
just the music volume, and toggle the Do Not Dis-
turb and Airplane modes. Pretty much everything 
I need to do is there — which is probably the point 
of a control center.

Just like all other first-world problems, iOS 7 
will take some getting used to.

iOS 7 design underwhelms 
while functions improve by Julia Liu and Sophie Newman

For the Thresher

EMERGEncy Room Gallery, a gallery located 
in Sewall Hall and run by the Department of Vi-
sual and Dramatic Arts will be debuting a new 
exhibit beginning Sept. 26. Entitled “Help Your-
self,” this special presentation is the product 
of a collaborative effort between artists Ariane 
Roesch and Mark Ponder. The purpose of this 
joint effort is to display themes of the aspects of 
self-help pervasive in our culture through sculp-
ture, video and song. Ponder will contribute a 
video, which will be shown in conjunction with 
three of Roesch’s ladder sculptures. The exhi-
bition will be located in Sewall Hall Room 402 
from Sept. 26 to Oct. 31. The opening reception 
will be held on Sept. 26 at 7 p.m. Roesch will 
also perform original music at 9 p.m. on both 
the opening and closing dates.

What gave you the inspiration to pursue the 
theme of self-help, and how does it relate to your 
ladder sculptures?

Flow: The Psychology of Optimal Experience by 
Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi is a self-help book like no 
other. But it extends: It’s in the same line of thought 
as How to Win Friends and Influence People by Dale  
Carnegie.

The ladder is also this recurring symbol within 
that kind of sphere; it’s like climbing the ladder 
of success or just the corporate ladder. So I really 
started getting interested in these ladders and just 
the shape in general. It’s just kind of looking at 
this versatile object that’s a symbol; it’s an an-
cient tool. Every civilization has used it.

Was Flow your main inspiration for this project? 
Did you have other influences?

Since I’ve made the ladders, I’ve kind of seen 
a lot of artists dealing with ladders in different 
ways. It’s such an intriguing shape that there’s a 
lot of people dealing with it. But I’ve also been in-
terested in mountains and other tools in my work, 
so the ladders are kind of just a continuation of 
that. And this is actually the first time that all 
three that are done are going to all be within the 
same room, with plans to do more. There’s three 

existing at the moment, and they’ve been shown 
separately at different exhibitions but never all 
together.

Could tell me a little bit about the music that you 
will be performing?

It’s vocals and ukulele with me doing all the 
playing and singing. It’s very low-tech ... there’s 
no fancy beats coming in. It’s very folk, more in 
the folk/country realm. And, in terms of influenc-
es, I would say Jonathan Richman and Phranc, 
who are both kind of around this New York punk 
theme. But Phranc, she was more in Los Angeles 
and also went into doing very simple singer-song-
writer bits.

What is your artistic or creative process in mak-
ing music, ladders, whatever it may be? How 
long was the process from conception to the final 
product?

It’s hard to go back and think “Where does the 
idea come from?” Usually, for most of the work, 
it’s very concept-driven, so either I have the idea 
or the concept, either due to reading something 
or kind of coming upon it, and I flush out the idea 
by thinking how to present it, to bring it across to 
the audience, think about materials, form, shape, 
and I usually kind of work in multiples or series. 
Is there any sort of message that you want the 
audience to take away from looking at and listen-
ing to your work?

(Laughter). Well, I guess, the show is “Help 
Yourself,” and both Mark and I are really into 
the self-help culture. The message for seeing the 
show, seeing the work and hearing the lyrics, I 
don’t know — just to be happy with where you’re 
at. Enjoy your life. I think the whole show, and 
that’s something for the ladders, too, is these 
pathways. This whole idea of climbing the ladder 
— you’re almost reaching for the unknown. We al-
ways think it’s so much better than where we are 
now. So I feel like Mark’s video and my work, es-
pecially the lyrics, are all about paying attention, 
as well as being satisfied with and loving where 
you are. And that’s it. 

This interview has been edited for clarity  
and length. 

Self-help exhibit debuts
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 This Week in Entertainment by Louis Lesser

courtesy 20th century fox

Runner, Runner

Fresh off winning an Academy Award for Argo, Ben Af-
fleck allows Brad Furman to sit in the director’s chair for this 
crime thriller. After a college student (Justin Timberlake, 
The Social Network) is cheated out of his tuition money in 
a game of online poker, he attempts to confront the cor-
rupt owner of the website (Affleck) but is quickly lured into 
becoming his second-in-command. However, when the FBI 
tries to infiltrate the set-up, it calls upon the student to take 
down his “teacher.” R. 91 minutes

courtesy capitol records

The Diving Board 
     Elton John

The first new material from the singer-songwriter legend in 
seven years marks a return to the sounds of the more subtle, 
piano-oriented style John began his legendary career with. 
Produced by T-Bone Burnett, this album has gone through sev-
eral delays but has already received high marks from critics for 
bringing John’s career full circle, revealing an exciting, more 
stripped-down solo effort.

courtesy rca

the 20/20 Experience: 2 of 2 
    Justin Timberlake

 Releasing the No. 1 album of the year so far was not 
enough for the multi-talented star (also featured this week 
for his role in Runner, Runner), who provides the second 
half of his soulful collection, including his newest single, 
“Take Back the Night.” Timberlake realized he had recorded 
enough material from his previous sessions to put out an-
other album only months after his previous release.

courtesy columbia pictures

cloudy with a chance of meatballs 2

This sequel to the surprise 2009 box-office hit is 
based on an original idea, rather than the sequel to its 
source material, the children’s book Pickles to Pitts-
burgh. Regardless, this colorful, comedic film takes 
place immediately after its predecessor, explaining what 
happens when inventor Flint Lockwood (Bill Hader, Sat-
urday Night Live) has to return to his food-ridden home-
town to save the world from sentient, edible beasts. PG. 
95 minutes. Also in 3-D. 

courtesy  columbia pictures

this is the end

This wild comedy follows a nontraditional path by fea-
turing an entire cast of actors playing fictional versions of 
themselves, including Seth Rogen (who also co-directed 
the film), Jonah Hill and James Franco. After an apocalypse 
hits Earth, a group of celebrity friends must struggle togeth-
er to survive, facing challenges that risk their friendships 
and faith along the way. Available Oct. 1 on DVD and Blu-
ray. Bonus features include exclusive behind-the-scenes 
documentaries, deleted scenes, audio commentary, mar-
keting material and a gag reel.

courtesy 2k sports

nba 2k14

The world’s most popular basketball video game fran-
chise returns with its newest edition. The creative staff 
behind the game joined forces with cover athlete LeBron 
James, who picked the game’s soundtrack himself. Mean-
while, the programmers at 2K Sports refined the controls, 
including the Pro Stick; enhanced defense capabilities; and 
added new signature skills for select players. Available for 
PS3, Xbox 360 and PC.
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by Benjamin Huber-Rodriguez

Thresher Staff

Remember “Kids”? That catchy synth 
line, those cryptic lyrics — that song was 
everyone’s jam four years ago. How about 
the dance floor anthem “Electric Feel”? 
Both songs are by Brooklyn duo MGMT, off 
its 2008 debut album Oracular Spectacular. 
Songs like that will not be heard on the 
duo’s latest release, MGMT. Instead, expect 
to see 10 eclectic, experimental, progressive 
synth-pop tracks reminiscent of early Ani-
mal Collective and completely devoid of the 
hook-soaked pop that powered Oracular. 
MGMT is a decent album, but it does not 
have the “Woah, what is this song?” feel of 
four years ago that so many people knew 
and loved. Weird and different? Sure. Will 
anyone know and love this record five years 
from now? I doubt it.

Take “Astromancy,” a tribal, spaced-out 
dirge featuring rolling bongos and anes-
thetized lyrics describing (presumably) a 
drug trip through a colorful alien world. 
No one is being “shocked like an electric 
eel,” but the track does what it wants to, 
providing a low-key soundscape to match 
the description. The next track, “I Love You 
Too, Death,” begins with a blast of enough 
off-key recorders to rival a fourth-grade mu-
sic class rehearsal and builds into another 
droning land filled with a million synthesiz-
ers while lead singer Andrew VanWyngar-
den, just above a whisper, falsettos a scene 
of heaven. These songs are neither exciting 
nor groundbreaking, but they represent 
what MGMT is: willing to experiment and 
do its own thing.

This is not to say the album does not 
have some interesting moments. Opener 
“Alien Days” twists two cyber voices into a 
strum-along ballad about the repetitiveness 
of everyday life. And the duo, which con-
sists of VanWyngarden and Ben Goldwas-
ser, does not stop there when it comes to re-
flections on everyday life. On “Your Life is a 
Lie,” VanWyngarden puts it rather bluntly: 
“Count your friends, on your hands, now 
look again, they’re not your friends / Hold 
your breath, everyone left, no surprise, liv-
ing a lie.” These feelings are real and reso-
nant with the quarter-life, postcollege crisis 
but are not stated nearly as elegantly as on, 
say, fellow New York City band Vampire 
Weekend’s new album.

“Introspection” is the album’s best cut, 
as the duo takes a break from reflecting on 
life in one’s 30s to reflect on reflecting. The 
song has a catchy chorus, and snares and 
hi-hats march the beat along. The best lyrics 
are also found here, with some interesting 
lines about looking into oneself. “Plenty of 
Girls In The Sea” is also solid, harking back 
to some earlier MGMT work and containing 
a dark, cunning play on the familiar anec-
dote. The song is pure honky-tonk meets 
electropop goodness and would serve as a 
break from the monotonous synths were it 
not the penultimate track.

MGMT does exactly what it sets out to 
do, but does not reach any kind of high — 
not the shrilling, fantasy star electro-rock 
highs of Oracular; not the grooving, rip-
pling story songs of 2010’s Congratulations; 
and not the ambient highs of any of the 
records it tries to imitate. There are bright 
spots, yes, but when a band releases an 
album, personal as it may 
be, its value can only be 
reflected in the impact 
it makes on others. 
MGMT fails to in-
teract with the lis-
tener or share any 
insights of value. 
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by Madeleine Tibaldi
For the Thresher

J.D. Salinger is famous for writing argu-
ably the most influential, contentious and 
critically appraised book of the 20th century, 
The Catcher in the Rye. While readers of this 
timeless classic are made to feel they know 
Holden like a best friend, the author devoted 
considerable effort to keeping his life as pri-
vate and isolated as possible, even ending 
publishing after selling over 65 million cop-
ies of his famed book.

Salinger, the new biopic released nation-
wide Sept. 20, attempts to uncover one of the 
greatest mysteries in American literary his-
tory by addressing the questions on many 
people’s minds: Who was this man who gave 
birth to one of the most iconic literary charac-
ters in history? Why was he so private? Why 
did he abruptly stop publishing after such 
strong sales?

Salinger provides a thorough description of 
Salinger’s upbringing and early life, attempt-
ing to deduce from his personal life the strug-
gles which shaped his characters. The film fo-
cuses on some of the highly concealed aspects 
of Salinger’s private life, including his fascina-
tion and obsession with underage women, his 
struggles with fatherhood and his attempt to 
escape from post-traumatic stress disorder fol-
lowing his experiences in World War II. 

The documentary, directed by Shane 
Salerno (Armageddon), uses a series of inter-
views, photographs and dramatic re-enact-
ments to peel back each layer of Salinger’s 
mysterious persona. The difficulty in achiev-
ing this task lies in the lack of evidence avail-
able to expose this great mystery of the liter-
ary world. 

Perhaps the biggest problem with the 
film is that it depicts Salinger only through 
the extremely minimal collection of photo-
graphs that have been made available to the 
public. The film relies largely on secondhand 
accounts and the scarce amount of personal 
information available to paint a multifaceted 
and vivacious picture of the man so many 
fans have yearned to know. Yet it is this lack of 
clear firsthand detail that validates Salinger’s 
odd privacy; it helps viewers understand the 
extent of Salinger’s reclusiveness and the 
struggles the filmmakers faced in uncovering 
any information about the elusive author.

It is unfortunate that melodramatic mu-
sic, punchy subtitles and character re-enact-
ments are dispersed throughout the footage, 
helping to maintain the audience’s attention 
but ultimately cheapening the quality of this 
otherwise tasteful documentary. These sen-
sationalized aspects cause the film to seem 
more like a 20/20 news segment than a high-
quality investigative documentary. In direct-
ing a highly dramatic and overly hyped por-

trayal of Salinger’s life, Salerno has created 
a product Salinger himself would probably 
loathe were he alive to see it.

It is likely for that very reason that the 
documentary was not released until after Sa-
linger’s death on Jan. 27, 2010. According to 
Deadline.com, which broke the news of the 
film’s existence two days after the author’s 
death, Salerno began conducting extensive 
research and interviews in secret in 2005 
while self-financing the documentary. The 
film remained shelved for three additional 
years until The Weinstein Company acquired 
the rights Feb. 27, 2013.

Despite its shortcomings, Salinger is a 
must-see for any fan of his work. Perhaps the 
most important lesson gained from the film 
is that Salinger himself did not have the an-
swers to all the deep questions he posed in 
his books. Salinger teaches us that this world-
famous author was in fact a deeply troubled 
man who found refuge from his demons by 
creating his own reality through his beloved 
characters. Salinger wrote for sheer pleasure, 
keeping dozens of completed manuscripts 
under lock and key. 

According to Salerno, some of Salinger’s 
manuscripts will begin to be published in ir-
regular installments in 2015. After 50 years, 
readers will once again be faced with the ex-
istential questions posed by Salinger’s work, 
but this time, they will be on their own to an-
swer them. 

Salinger offers insight but no answers

by Cathy Hu
Thresher Staff

Boundless energy. Synthesized melodies. 
Brassy riffs. Raucous beats. Shifting styles. 
Theatrical delivery. By any logical musical al-
gorithm, the combination of all these factors 
should prove to be entirely too much. However, 
it is exactly this bold, adventurous grandiosity 
that characterizes both the musical and perfor-
mance style of the Grammy Award-winning Fun. 
and makes the band so endearing.

The New York City trio occupies the expand-
ing limbo between the realms of mainstream pop 
and indie rock music. The catchy melodies and 
youthful lyrics resonate with a wide audience. 
Top-40 radio listeners can tout their knowledge 
of this hip indie band while singing unapolo-
getically along with its power pop anthem “We  
Are Young.”

Just when it seems as though the band’s raw 
emotional and musical energy is at its height, 
Fun. proves even more powerful, more impres-
sive and more glorious live.

Lead singer and quintessential frontman Nate 
Ruess has a stage presence that cuts through the 
distance between the stage and audience, reach-
ing straight for the heart. Although each song is 
jam-packed with strings, horns, synthesizer, gui-
tar, backup vocals and drums, Ruess’ trademark 
voice pushes through and floats on top of the 
ornate layers of sound. Ruess sings with amaz-
ing range and control, yet explodes with a naked 
emotion and powerful honesty. The members of 
the band, including guitarist Jack Antonoff and 

keyboardist Andrew Dost mesh seamlessly on-
stage, building off each other’s obvious passion 
for music and performance.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion is the 
ideal location for such a sensory adventure. Al-
though it is located in the Woodlands, a 40-min-
ute drive from Rice, no other Houston concert 
venue could appropriately hold the spirit of Fun. 
Surrounded by forests — visitors will likely have 
to walk through several short nature trails to get 
to the actual concert location — the Pavilion is 
an outdoor amphitheater at which the uncon-
tained musical energy pours out deep into the 
night, far beyond the stage, the pit, the seating 
and the lawn. The driving time should be em-
braced, not seen as a deterrent — after all, 40 

minutes in the car on the way to the concert is 
just about enough time to listen to Fun.’s 2012 al-
bum Some Nights one last time before experienc-
ing the band live.

As for the setlist, expect to hear everything 
from the widely recognized crossover success 
“We Are Young” to a smattering of other tracks 
from Some Nights like the stylized, synthesized 
“Stars,” punk-pop reminiscent “It Gets Better,” 
Fun.’s newest hit single “Carry On,” and some of 
the band’s oldest works like “Walking the Dog” 
and “All the Pretty Girls.”

Bright lights, perpetual motion and a dialec-
tic of contagious energy between the band and 
the audience will make this concert nothing less 
than, well, fun.

Fun. concert promises upbeat adventure

Artist: Fun.
Date: Oct. 6
Venue: Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion
Ticket price: 
$39.50courtesy lunchbox lP

courtesy Weinstein comPany



9Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports

 by Dan Elledge
Sports Editor

Trying to bring the Bayou Bucket back to 
Rice University for the first time since 2010, the 
Owls fell short Saturday in a 31-26 loss to the 
University of Houston at Reliant Stadium.

After being down 31-13 in the fourth quar-
ter, the Owls fought back. Rice scored the next 
13 points, including a blocked field goal re-
turned for a touchdown by redshirt freshman 
linebacker Alex Lyons. On the ensuing kickoff, 
redshirt senior kicker Chris Boswell kicked the 
ball onside to the 45-yard line, where redshirt 
senior Paul Porras recovered it. Rice failed to 
capitalize on this quick turnaround, turning 
the ball over on downs at Houston’s 36-yard 
line with 1 minute, 11 seconds left in the fourth 
quarter to seal the game for the Cougars. 

Head Coach David Bailiff said he was 
frustrated with the loss but happy the team 
fought to the end. Bailiff said there were 
times when the Owls could have thrown in 
the towel but did not give up.

“I was really proud of this team Saturday 
with the passion and effort they played with,” 
Bailiff said. “You always want to win, but I 
thought it was the first time athletically we 
played really well against [Houston].”

Bailiff said communication issues were one 
of the major reasons the team committed er-
rors. He said the coaches and players have to 
fix these issues before this weekend’s game 
against Florida Atlantic University.

“We still had communication problems 
we have to work out offensively,” Bailiff said. 
“That’s on us as coaches, and that’s on me as 
the head coach. We have to do a better job of 

getting everybody on the same page offensively 
and defensively.”

Porras said although he was disappointed 
with the loss, the Owls could learn from this 
game and use those lessons as the season 
moves forward. 

“We can take other things from this game, 
but [Houston] is a good team, and [we] are ready 
for the future,” Porras said. “We have a very ma-
ture team with over 20 seniors. We are going to 
do some damage this season, and we are really 
excited.”

Conference USA play starts this weekend 
for the Owls at Rice Stadium, where Rice will 
face FAU at home. FAU is 1-3 so far this sea-
son and has already played two conference 
games, losing away to East Carolina Univer-
sity and at home to Middle Tennessee State 
University.

Bailiff said FAU can be dangerous both of-
fensively and defensively. He said the defense 
needs to be ready for FAU sophomore quarter-
back Jaquez Johnson, who is quick and an ef-
ficient pocket passer.

“[FAU] is very athletic, and their quarter-
back is very athletic,” Bailiff said. “He runs the 
ball really well, and he throws effectively. That 
whole football team is fast. Defensively, they 
are not quite as big as Houston is up front, but 
they are extremely fast on offense and defense.”

Porras said conference play is the start of 
a whole new season. He said that even with a 
1-2 record, the Owls have a fresh start in C-USA, 
and the team is ecstatic about the opportunity.

“We had tough nonconference games, and 
I’m just excited that we have Florida Atlantic 
and [the University of Tulsa] to start off the 
conference really strong,” Porras said. “It’s 

going to be fun to start conference [play] at 
home, and it’s going to be a great one. It’s al-
ways fun to play here.”

Porras said that with all of the seniority and 
experience on the team, this squad is mature 
enough to pick itself up off the ground and fo-

cus on the goal in front of them: winning Rice 
football’s first C-USA championship.

“I think with all the seniors on the team and 
the maturity level we have, we can accomplish 
what we want to in conference with that mind-
set,” Porras said.

After UH loss, Owls prepare for start of C-USA play

Soorya avali/ThreSher
Redshirt senior quarterback Taylor McHargue scrambles for extra yards Saturday during the Bayou Bucket against the University of Houston.  The Owls lost the game 31-26 after rallying from 18 points in the 
fourth quarter. This marks the third straight year Houston has won the Bayou Bucket after Rice’s upset 34-31 win at home in 2010. The Owls open up Conference USA play at home this weekend against Florida 
Atlantic University. FAU has a season record of 1-3 and has lost its first two C-USA games.

Marielle BriSBoiS/ThreSher
Senior wide receiver Klein Kubiak attempts to catch a ball during the fourth quarter of the Bayou 
Bucket against the University of Houston. The Owls stalled on the drive, and redshirt senior kicker 
Chris Boswell missed a field goal wide right. The Owls play Florida Atlantic University this weekend, 
then head to Tulsa, Okla. to play the University of Tulsa Oct. 5.
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games this week

27 27 27 27

28 28 29 29

Women’s 
tennis 

Rice Invitational,
all day Sept. 27-29.

 Jake Hess Stadium

This weekend, the Owls participate 
in their second fall tennis event of the 
year, hosting the Rice Invitational Fri-
day through Sunday. Rice has a small 
squad this year with only eight players. 
Newcomer freshman Alison Ho joins 
returning seniors Kimberly Anicete and 
Dominique Harmath.

Sports Calendar
Women’s 
cross  

country
Islander Splash,  6 p.m.  

Corpus Christi

The women’s cross country team 
placed second at the 38th Justin F. Coo-
per Memorial Rice Invitational Cross 
Country meet two weeks ago and will 
be back at it this weekend in Corpus 
Christi. After her third-place finish in 
the 4,220 meters, freshman Cali Roper 
will be back on the course to try to lead 
the Owls to an invitational win.

Women’s 
volleyball

vs. Middle Tennessee 
State University, 7 p.m. 

Tudor Fieldhouse

Rice had a tough nonconference 
schedule finishing 3-11, but the Owls 
open their conference slate at home 
against MTSU. The Blue Raiders just 
joined Conference USA this season and 
are 8-5 so far, with a major win against 
the University of Notre Dame.

Women’s 
soccer

vs. University of Texas, El 
Paso, 8 p.m. El Paso

Rice’s Friday night game at home 
Sept. 20 against Oklahoma State Uni-
versity was canceled due to rain, so 
the Owls have not played a game since 
Sept. 15. This game marks the open-
ing of conference play against a UTEP 
squad that Rice beat 1-0 last year.

Football
vs. Florida Atlantic Uni-

versity,  6 p.m. 
Rice Stadium

After a heartbreaking loss to the Uni-
versity of Houston, Rice turns around 
and opens up against FAU to start off 
the conference season. FAU comes into 
this game 1-3. This is the first-ever meet-
ing between these two teams.

Men’s 
tennis

ITA All American tourna-
ment, all day.

Tulsa, Okla.

The men’s tennis team is performing 
in its sixth event of the fall calendar. 
The team is led by Head Coach Efe Us-
tundag and has only one senior, Philipp 
Seifert. The team is young, with three 
freshmen: Max Andrews, David Warren 
and Zachary Yablon.

Women’s
volleyball

vs. East Carolina Univer-
sity, 1 p.m.

Tudor Fieldhouse

The Owls finish up their two-game 
homestand against Conference USA foe 
East Carolina University. The Pirates 
have an even 7-7 record so far this sea-
son. Rice beat the Pirates 3-1 at their 
only meeting last year at Tudor Field-
house.

Women’s 
soccer

vs. University of Texas 
San Antonio, 1 p.m.

San Antonio

For the second part of the weekend, 
the Owls travel to San Antonio to take 
on UTSA, who just joined the confer-
ence this season. UTSA has had little 
success so far, with a 1-8 record.

What the fox say?

Solve this mystery 
and other campus 
conundrums. 

Work for the Thresher. 
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by Julie Doar
for The Thresher

Rice women’s volleyball ended its noncon-
ference season with three losses last weekend 
at the Active Ankle Challenge tournament in 
Louisville, Ky. The Owls lost Friday to Virginia 
Tech 3-0 and lost 3-0 to the University of Lou-
isville Saturday afternoon. The Owls managed 
to take one set Saturday night against Bowling 
Green State University but ultimately fell 3-1, 
concluding their nonconference schedule with 
an overall record of 3-11.  

 Next weekend, Rice begins Conference 
USA play with a home game Friday night 
against Middle Tennessee State University. 
After that, the Owls will host East Carolina 
University on Sunday.

Head Coach Genny Volpe said the team 
heads into conference play on an upward trajec-
tory despite the multitude of preseason losses.

 “This weekend, we did lose, but there were 
a lot of bright spots,” Volpe said. “The team is 
definitely in a better place mentally and get-
ting tougher and stronger. So we’re just going to 
keep building on that.”

Volpe said the team needs to polish up its 
fundamentals in order to continue to improve. 
She said she hope the wins will follow shortly 
thereafter.

“We’re pretty athletic, and we do a lot of re-
ally good things, but sometimes our fundamen-
tals can get away from us at key times,” Volpe 
said. “So we’re just going to focus a lot on our 
ball control and our serving and passing, and 
I think that that’s going to keep us really com-
posed and allow us to run the offense that we 
are capable of running.”

Senior outside hitter Tyler Jenkins said she 
believes the team is capable of running a bet-
ter offense and recording better results. She said 
the Owls will focus on making fewer errors.

 “We’re going to work on getting more con-
sistent and just turning all of our hard work into 
results,” Jenkins said. “[We’re] all working re-
ally hard; we’re just not getting the results that 
we want.”

According to Volpe, the team’s morale is not 
deflated by its recent losses to talented teams. 
Rather, Volpe said the Owls are looking forward 
to conference play with excitement. 

“We’re excited to get into conference,” Vol-
pe said. “It’s been a rough preseason. We just 
played an extremely tough schedule. I do think 
in a lot of ways we are prepared for conference 
play because we’ve been definitely battle-test-
ed. So I think that going into conference will 
bring some new energy.”

Jenkins said she was enthusiastic about 
building a better conference record.

 “We’re really excited to get started because 
our record doesn’t reflect how much we’ve 
learned and how much we’ve grown as a team, 
not only in skill, but [also] as a team unit,” Jen-
kins said.

Volpe said Middle Tennessee is a formidable 
first opponent, but she said it will be good for 
Rice to be challenged with steep competition.  

“We are starting off with Middle Tennessee, 
which is a very strong team,” Volpe said. “That 
will be nice to play a team as strong as Middle 
Tennessee.”

Volpe said the Owls are ready to face their 
challenges and to gain more victories than they 
did in the nonconference part of the schedule.

 “We’ll be tested right away,” Volpe said. 
“We’re definitely looking forward to starting 
conference and basically getting a fresh start.”

sean Chu/Thresher
Senior Tyler Jenkins spikes the ball against Baylor University Sept. 18 at Tudor Fieldhouse. The Owls 
lost to the Bears 3-1. Rice opens C-USA play this weekend against Middle Tennessee State University.

Volleyball strives for consistency back home

The team is definitely in a 
better place mentally and 
getting tougher and stronger. 
So we’re just going to keep 
building on that.

Genny Volpe
Head Coach

Thresher 
Sports

Join the team — 
Work for the Thresher
Email thresher-sports@rice.edu.
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FAMILIES WEEKEND  

Schedule
Thursday
Hands-on, Collaborative, Dynamic and 
Interactive Networking Opportunity  
10 p.m. – 2 a.m.
Location Basement of the Rice Memorial 
Center
Weekly underground meeting of Rice’s 
most ambitious undergraduates looking 
to practice real-life business skills through 
advanced money management simulations 
involving quarters, cups and risk aversion.

Friday
PHYS 101 
09:00AM - 09:50 AM MWF 
Location HRZ AMP
Answer the most in-class questions correct-
ly for a special prize. Alternatively, engage 
in real class-like simulation by constantly 
using a smartphone during the lecture.

Saturday
Tours 1 – 3 a.m.
Location Campus
Students will be scattered around campus 
waiting to tell you anecdotal stories about 
their experience at Rice in the last two 
hours and give slurred directions to any-
where in Houston.

Historic Baker Blues 10 p.m. – 2 a.m.
Location Baker College Quadrangle
Families and students are welcomed to an 
evening of live music and nostalgia in cel-
ebration of one of Rice’s oldest public par-
ties. Time-honored tradition of listening 
to big-band sounds and casually enjoying 
poor swing dancing and old-time swill for 
those of age*.
*Disclaimer: At Rice University, “of-age” 
does not necessarily include everyone over 
the age of 21. Those from out of state are re-
quired to go through the logic-defying pro-
cess of obtaining a blue sticker that verifies 
these carpet-bagging Yankees are in fact of 
the legal drinking age.

Sunday
Faith Service 8 – 9 a.m.
Location Lakewood Church
Popular throughout the year, early morning 
televangelism services by multimillionaire 
Joel Osteen offer Rice students a spiritual 
recharge.

Todd Helton’s Last Game 1:10 p.m. PDT
Location Dodger Stadium, Los Angeles
Legendary Colorado Rockies first baseman 
Todd Helton will play his final game against 
the Los Angeles Dodgers. In 17 seasons, the 
Toddfather has accumulated over 2,500 
hits, 1,400 RBIs, 1,400 runs, 360 home 
runs, 1,300 walks and 590 doubles for the 
Rockies.

Welcome parents, siblings, friends, legal guardians, relatives and everyone else who 
feels the word family is fitting to the nation’s 17th- 18th-best university. We’ve been antici-
pating your arrival for weeks and have planned a fun-filled opportunity for you to see why 
Rice University is home to the nation’s first- second-happiest student body. You will see a 
sampling of the many opportunities and experiences Rice University students are given on 
a daily basis and wonder just how this is possible for the meager price of $54,291 — a U.S 
News and World Report top five Best Value Private University. But those are just numbers: 
Use Families Weekend to see for yourself why Rice University is a top-tier research institu-
tion ranked highly in a variety of fields within its geographic region.

Cheesecake Factory
A Houstonian favorite, 
Cheesecake Factory’s local-
centric menu features far 
more than just cheesecake. 
In fact, it specializes in 
almost all foods with its 
nearly 20-page menu. We 
recommend the General 
Tso’s Chicken or the Skin-
nyLicious® Salmon Rolls.

Highway 59
Weekdays from 4 - 6 p.m. 
The Highway 59 daily 
meeting of car-dependent 
commuters is not to be 
missed. Actually, it can’t 
be avoided.

House of Blues
Another corporate chain to 
dot our must-see list, this 
particular House of Blues 
is mostly indistinguishable 
from the 12 other locations 
across the country. Fleet-
wood Mac might be playing 
here this weekend, but we 
haven’t checked.

Eat See Do
Backpage Recommends

WANTED
Retiree seeking neat, organized individual to 
work in small office on Upper Kirby to main-
tain/organize files and other general office du-
ties. Flexible hours. Pay $15.00 per hour. Call 
713-201-7449 between 9am//1pm to schedule 
interviews.

Tutor needed for 14yr old high school boy in 
Algebra, English and Honors Biology.  Pay rate 
is negotiable. Please contact Holly at Littlela-
woffice@yahoo.com

Temporary job with law firm scanning files 
and organizing; some lifting and packing re-
quired. Please send CV via email to  poissant@
sbcglobal.net. Need to know Word, Dropbox, 

and office experience helpful but not neces-
sary. Organizational skills a must.
 
Tutor Needed Immediately Rice Alum hiring 
tutors for all levels of Middle/High School/

College Natural & Social Sciences/Humani-
ties. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact 832-
428-8330 and email resume to siyengar777@
gmail.com

Sat Tutor Wanted for high school student 
through October. Once a week for 2 - 3 hours 
during the weekend on campus or at our 
house. Please email michelle61y@gmail.com

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

The backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For comments or questions, please email ajw3@rice.edu or purple@rice.edu . 
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