
INSIDERice Fight!Coffee and art

Volume CI, Issue No. 3 studeNt-RuN sINCe 1916 wedNesday, septembeR 11, 2013 

Ringing in 2014
Catherine Yuh argues for 
the importance of purchas-
ing a Rice Ring.

Rice football will take on 
Kansas in its first home 
game this Saturday.

Check out some of 
Houston’s quirki-

est museums.

Local baristas face off in a 
competition to create art out 
of latte foam.
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by Wesley Chou
FoR the ThResheR

Former Assistant Secretary for Fos-
sil Energy at the United States Depart-
ment of Energy Charles McConnell has 
been chosen by Rice University to lead 
its Energy and Environment Initiative, 
an organization focused on developing 
sustainable energy technologies.

McConnell said he and E2I will ex-
pand current partnerships with Hous-
ton corporations and create new ones.

“A lot of research funding in the past 
has been based on government funding 
and government grants,” McConnell 
said. “The National Science Founda-
tion, the National Institutes of Health 
and, of course, the Department of Ener-
gy still provide many grants. But in light 
of current factors, such as the desire to 

balance the government’s budget and 
the tightness of fiscal constraints, such 
government funding will not be the 
same growth vehicle as before.”

McConnell said E2I’s activities will 
reach beyond on-campus activities and 
into both citywide and global scales.

“We want to extend this to local 
communities,” McConnell said. “They 
should be involved with companies 
since they are the ones most directly 
affected, whether the technology in-
volved is fracking or carbon sequestra-
tion. One step beyond that is extending 
that globally because many foreign 
companies come to Houston to learn 
about our new technologies.”

McConnell said transformative 
technologies which combine more ef-
ficient fossil-fuel technologies with 
economically sound renewable energy 

sources must be developed. 
“While the definition of sustainabil-

ity is definitely rooted in environmental 
motives,” McConnell said. “There is 
also the [long-time] competitive advan-
tage that it brings to industry.”

University Provost George McLen-
don said he was pleased by McCon-
nell’s entry into E2I.

"We are delighted to have a person 
of [McConnell’s] stature and experience 
to help lead E2I,” McLendon, a profes-
sor of chemistry, said.

Director of Rice’s Center for Energy 
and Environmental Research in the 
Human Sciences Dominic Boyer said 
McConnell has the ability to unite dis-
parate groups on campus, in business 
and in government.

“The great thing about being able 
to hire someone like [McConnell] is 

that you have a terrific combination of 
industry and government,” Boyer, a 
professor of anthropology, said. “He’s 
very open, listens well and is obviously 
a very good leader in that he’s able to 
work with many different people and 
take their interests toward common 
goals. So not only is he the right profile 
and background, he has the right per-
sonality.”

According to E2I Executive Com-
mittee Chair Pedro Alvarez, E2I’s goals 
range from funding to outreach.

“E2I will provide seed funding for 
faculty clusters to develop new areas 
of research related to energy and the 
environment [and will] coordinate a 
number of existing campus efforts in 
energy and environment research,” Al-
varez, who is also the George R. Brown 

McMurtry College senior Robin Vest evaded Jones College junior Alex Hernandez and Jones sopho-
more Grace Cullinan’s tight defense to catch the ball. McMurtry went on to win the game 12-0. The 
powderpuff season started last weekend with wins for Wiess, McMurtry and Brown. 

Powderpuff season 
kicks off

Energy and Environment Initiative selects leader

Karlgaard  
to lead Rice 
athletics

Planning for 100 Days and Senior Gala changes 

0see E2I, page 5

by Molly ChIu
MaNagINg EdItoR

President David Leebron an-
nounced Joe Karlgaard as the new 
Rice University director of athlet-
ics. Karlgaard will take over the 
position Oct. 7, according to a Rice 
News and Media release.

Karlgaard comes to Rice from 
Stanford University, where he is 
currently serving as the senior as-
sociate athletics director for devel-
opment, according to the release. 
He has previously served as the 
athletics director at Oberlin College 
in Ohio from 2005 to 2011.

“I’m highly optimistic about 
what Rice can do,” Karlgaard said at 
a Sept. 9 news conference. “I’m not 
one of those people who believes 
that academic values and athletic 
excellence are mutually exclusive. 
At Stanford, we’ve done a very good 
job at that, but I want Rice to form 
its own identity. And I’m here to col-
laborate with all of our coaches, our 
community and our supporters to 
find a way to get that done.”

Karlgaard received his under-
graduate degree from Stanford. 
During his time as an undergradu-
ate, he competed in Stanford’s 
track and field program. He later 
earned a doctorate in educational 
policy and administration from the 
University of Minnesota. He went 
on to coach Minnesota’s men’s 
track and field and cross country 
teams, according to the release.

Karlgaard said he has a vision 
for athletic excellence at Rice. He 
said he wants to bring the type of 
national success to each program 
that the baseball and, more re-
cently, women’s tennis programs 
have seen.

“If your aspirations are lower 
than that, then I don’t think that 
really squares with the values of 
a place like Rice and what it’s 
trying to do academically,” Karl-
gaard said.

Leebron convened a committee 
to search for a new director in July, 
according to an email he sent to the 
campus community. Vice President 
for Administration Kevin Kirby 
served as the committee chair. 

Joe KaRlgaaRd

0see Athletics, page 3

by Molly ChIu aNd RaChel MaRCus
MaNagINg EdItoR aNd EdItoR IN ChIef

This year, the Office of Alumni Af-
fairs will no longer be sponsoring the 
Senior Committee responsible for put-
ting on events like 100 Days, an off-
campus event which celebrates the 
last 100 days before commencement, 
and Senior Gala, an off-campus event 
for seniors to celebrate the end of the 
year, according to Director of Alumni 
Engagement Suzanne Boue. 

In previous years, the Senior Com-
mittee has been in charge of fundrais-

ing for these events and acting as a 
liaison between seniors and alumni, 
according to Joey Capparella (Brown 
College ‘13), one of the members of the 
2012-13 Senior Committee.

“[Those events] give [Alumni Af-
fairs] an opportunity to reach out to 
seniors before they graduate and tell 
them about all the ways they ... con-
nect with all the alumni networks,” 
Capparella said.

Instead of the Senior Committee, 
Alumni Affairs will sponsor a Future 
Alumni Committee, which will be 
dedicated to connecting all current 

students, as opposed to only se-
niors, with Rice alumni, Boue said. 
The committee will be responsible 
for events like Families Weekend, 
the New Alumni Welcome Picnic, 
the Alumni Tent at Beer Bike and the 
Ring Ceremony, which occurs in the 
Alumni Tent during Homecoming. 
The committee was first publicized 
during Orientation Week when T-
shirts were handed out to new stu-
dents after the President’s Barbe-
cue, Boue said.

The decision to refocus the Office 
of Alumni Affairs occurred over the 

summer as a result of conversations 
between Boue, Dean of Undergradu-
ates John Hutchinson, Student As-
sociation President Yoonjin Min and 
a representative of the college presi-
dents, Boue said.

“[We thought] students in gen-
eral did not connect 100 Days or Se-
nior Gala with anything involving 
alumni,” Boue said. “It seemed more 
appropriate that those events went 
back to being hosted and promoted 
through student groups as they have 
been in the past.”

Claire elestwani/thresher

0see SENIORS, page 3
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Letters to the Editor
To the Editor,

I find it troubling that the Rice community was 
blindsided with a sudden space reduction in West 
Lots 2 and 3, compounding the already worsened 
parking situation as a result of the Anderson-Clarke 
Center, the new building for the Susanne M. Glasscock 
School of Continuing Studies (“West Lot construction 
impacts parking, bus routes,” September 6, 2013).

With the increased crime around campus during 
the evening hours, my primary concern is the safety 
of our students and faculty. Instructing commuters to 
park farther away, near the stadium, does not reassure 
the young women and men of our community that 
they will be safe on their long walk to and from the 
shuttle stops. Many of us have obligations that disal-
low us from accessing our vehicles until it is past dusk.

It also concerns me that at an astonishing $460 
per permit, the Parking Office suggested that West Lot 
commuters park at a significant distance from the lot 
for which they purchased a permit. If students and 
faculty are to sacrifice their safety, Parking should or-
ganize shuttles to run in the evening hours to all lots.

I think it is feasible, and certainly reasonable, to al-
low parking in the Visitor Lot in front of the Shepherd 
School of Music. This lot is often mostly empty, and I 
think it would be a fair compromise to allow West Lot 
permit holders to find space in the Visitor Lot.

I am sure Parking is well aware that the Rice Uni-
versity community continues to grow, and that space 
is tight. I hope whomever it may concern considers 
building a garage or suspending construction until a 
garage has been built.

Rachel L. Wong is a 
senior at Brown College.

To the Editor,

I read with great interest Asiya Kazi’s article 
“School of Humanities departments relocated” (Au-
gust 28, 2013). I particularly enjoyed the discussion 
between Dean of the School of Humanities Nicolas 
Shumway and undergraduate Asian studies major 
William Otter about the Chao Center for Asian Stud-
ies’ move from the Office of the Provost to the School 
of Humanities. In the exchange, neither individual ac-
knowledges that Asian studies is actually a discipline 
itself, like sociology or mechanical engineering, with 
a long history rooted in national defense.

Asian studies, the discipline, is institutionalized 
in many different ways. At Yale University, it is called 
the Program in East Asian Studies; at New York Uni-
versity, it is a Department of East Asian Studies; many 
other schools choose what Rice University has done, 
which is to create a center. Program, department or 
center, it is all one discipline, Asian studies, and in-
cludes specialists in history, sociology, anthropology, 
political science, art, languages and demography. The 
discipline of Asian studies may be housed in either 

the humanities or the social sciences division of a uni-
versity, but it belongs under an academic dean where 
administration is most routinized. 

Regardless of centers of gravity or institutional ex-
pediency (my discipline, history, is classified as either 
humanities or social sciences, depending, yes, on the 
history of the given university) or worries about the 
CCAS’s relation to the Baker Institute for Public Policy, 
the fact is that Asian studies is a thing in itself. 

What sort of thing is it? Asian studies — the disci-
pline — is multidisciplinary both foundationally and 
by design. That is because the United States federal 
government funded and established it, and the idea in 
the 20th century was that U.S. citizens should know as 
much about the world — languages, geography, popu-
lation, ways of life, thought — as possible.  Over time, 
because Asian studies became so well-established, we 
also teach our students to think about the concept of 
“Asia” as well as encourage them to go to countries, 
learn languages and study population, history and 
literature. The concept of “Asia” is not stable and has 
a long intellectual history of its own. We teach these 
disciplines and core concepts no matter what division 
or office handles our administration. Finally, the CCAS 
will remain a center because, as Otter points out, Rice 
students take Asian studies as a second major, and 
given our university’s small Asian studies faculty, 
there is no reason to create a department. 

One final thing: Over in the engineering quad, on 
the second floor of the old Mechanical Laboratory 
building, is the bright, renovated, cheerful physical 
space of the CCAS. There you will find scholars who 
have a collective experience of almost a century in the 
discipline of Asian studies. Associate Director of the 
CCAS Dr. Haejin E. Koh is a Koreanist with a doctorate 
in linguistics and a master’s in Asian studies. We have 
four postdoctoral fellows and one researcher who are 
specialists in Chinese digital literature and databas-
ing, global and transnational media, family dynamics 
within socio-cultural contexts, critical race theory and 
popular religion among diasporic Asian communities. 
Collectively, their doctoral degrees are in literature, 
language, sociology, women’s studies and anthropol-
ogy. I myself have 25 years teaching in history depart-
ments in four different universities where the depart-
ment was either in the humanities or social sciences 
division and yet always remained itself, a department 
of history. Otter’s activism, and the activism of stu-
dents who will follow in his footsteps, will determine 
what sort of courses are offered at the CCAS and what 
kind of intellectual direction the center will take. I wel-
come Shumway, Dean of the School of Social Sciences 
Lyn Ragsdale, Otter and all interested Rice students to 
visit the CCAS, and I encourage students concerned 
about Asia and the CCAS to lobby for courses that di-
rectly interest them.

Tani Barlow is the
director of the Chao Center for Asian Studies 

and a professor of history.

thresher-ops@rice.edu

Become part of the Rice Ring tradition
Last October, the Class of 2014 joined thou-

sands in the Rice community to celebrate our uni-
versity’s 100th birthday. Watching the Centennial 
Spectacle in the Academic Quadrangle with fellow 
Owls, both past and present, gave me a great sense 
of pride and awe. As the owl’s wingspan flickered 
out across Lovett Hall and a hush fell over the audi-
ence, I realized just how lucky I am to be a Rice stu-
dent. I know many in my class felt the same way.

This year may be the last for the senior class, 
but our time as Rice alumni has not even begun. 
To commemorate our college experiences, the As-
sociation of Rice Alumni offers a small, elegant 
keepsake: class rings. Rice Rings are exclusive to 
Rice graduates (President David Leebron can’t even 
have one) and unite Owls across generations and 
international borders. A long-standing tradition 
dating back to 1916, the Rice Ring was designed 
entirely by students. After its design was finalized 
in 1918, the ring saw no more changes until two 
years ago, when engraved college crests on the 
ring’s interior band became an option for the first 
time. While the addition of the college crest ties 
our Rice experiences to our individual colleges, the 
unchanged exterior face features a university crest 
that identifies us as Rice graduates to the outside 
world. Lastly, the graduation year on each ring 
serves to connect us with our class.

Some students might wonder whether a ring is 
worth the investment, and the simple answer is yes. 
Sporting a class ring can help with job interviews, 
open new networks and offer a starting point for 
conversation. The value of owning and wearing a 
Rice Ring is, ultimately, priceless. Not only does the 
ring have practical value, but it also serves as a tan-
gible representation of the pride we have for Rice. 
The ring represents anything and everything we 
want to remember our Rice experiences by: Night 
of Decadence, those delicious frosted brownies 
from Coffeehouse, Club Fondren, the Centennial 
Procession, Architectronica, concerts at the Shep-
herd School of Music, squirrels, Associates Nights, 
midnight runs to 59 Diner. It symbolizes the oppor-
tunities Rice has afforded us as students and what 
Rice holds for us as alumni. Moreover, the ring is a 
way for us to represent Rice to the world.

Following the success of last year’s Rice Ring 
events, Alumni Affairs and the Rice Ring Ambas-
sador Committee are once again hosting a Ring 
Celebration to honor and recognize the tradition 
behind the ring. The event is scheduled for the eve-
ning of Nov. 14, 7:30-9:30 p.m., in the Rice Home-
coming and Reunion 2013 Alumni Tent. The Alum-
ni Tent will be between the Shepherd School of 
Music and Jamail Plaza Fountain. Food and drinks 
will be provided, and families are welcome to join 
the festivities.

Rice Rings can be ordered through the Rice 
Bookstore and are available in 10-, 14- and 18-karat 
yellow and white gold. Ring Ambassadors have 
worked to bring prices down such that purchas-
ing a ring can be a viable option for all students. In 
addition to the traditional metals, less-expensive 
metals such as silver celestrium (stainless steel) 
and sterling silver are available, as are interest-free 
installment plans. While rings can be ordered any 
time, those who purchase their rings by Sept. 19 are 
guaranteed to have their rings available for pickup 
at the Ring Celebration in November. To help with 
sizing and metal selection, Balfour representatives 
will be available at the Rice Memorial Center from 
Sept. 17 - Sept. 19, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Investing in a Rice Ring is a sign of our com-
mitment to continue serving as ambassadors of 
the university. In just one year, we will no longer 
be Rice students, but Rice alumni. As the most 
recognizable emblem of the Rice University net-
work, this single piece of jewelry connects us to 
the broader Rice community and strengthens the 
bonds and memories we all share. Taking part in 
this tradition links us to those who have 
already left the Sallyport and those 
who have yet to walk in. See what 
doors your ring will open for you.

Catherine Yuh 
Brown College senior
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New AD selection reflects 
Rice’s values

The Thresher commends Rice Univer-
sity for selecting Joe Karlgaard as the new 
director of athletics (see story, p. 1). In 
choosing Karlgaard, a former student-ath-
lete himself, Rice shows its devotion to stu-
dent-athletes. The Thresher believes Karl-
gaard’s experience at Stanford University, 
a top academic university also known for 
its competitive athletic program, will help 
to propel Rice forward athletically while 
staying true to its commitment to academic 
excellence.

The Thresher hopes Karlgaard will give 
much-deserved attention to all sports, not 
simply big-name sports like football and 
baseball. The Thresher believes all student-
athletes should be recognized for their ac-
complishments, no matter the sport.

Lastly, the Thresher would like to com-
mend the administration for the way in 
which the search for the new director was 
conducted. The Thresher appreciated hav-
ing student-athlete representatives on the 
committee so that the important voice of 
athletes, without whom the athletic pro-
gram would not exist, could be heard when 
selecting a director. Through including 
students in the selection committee, the 
administration upheld the value it places 
on student governance and impact. The 
Thresher wishes Karlgaard luck in the new 
position and hopes he will give the Rice 
athletic program the passion it deserves.

100 Days and Senior 
Gala must be prioritized

The Thresher would like to emphasize 
the importance of 100 Days and Senior 
Gala (see story, p. 1) to the undergradu-
ate students at Rice University, especially 
the current senior class. The student body 
values these two events as celebrations of 
students’ time at Rice as they await gradu-
ation, and the events garner decent partic-
ipation in the face of what most students 
recognize as general apathy toward non-
college traditions. 

The Thresher understands the Office 
of Alumni Affairs’ hesitancy toward or-
ganizing an event it has received little 
recognition for in the past. The Thresher 
also recognizes the desire to separate 
the monetary resources used to finance 
100 Days and Senior Gala because the 
student populations that attend the two 
events do differ. 

However, the Thresher urges the admin-
istration and student groups across cam-
pus to recognize the importance of these 
two celebrations and to work both dili-
gently and in conjunction with each other 
to ensure these events happen. While the 
Thresher understands questions of cost 
and liability are legitimate concerns, we 
cannot emphasize enough how important 
we think these events are and think any 
necessary steps should be taken to ensure 
100 Days and Senior Gala happen.

Further, the Thresher encourages the 
student body and the administration to 
recognize that compromises will probably 
have to be made when restructuring these 
events for the future. While 100 Days and 
Senior Gala may not be the same as in the 
past, we encourage students to be flexible. 
We also urge the administration to support 
the occurrence of these traditional events 
during this time of transition, even if that 
means providing more support for these 
events than in the past. Lastly, the Thresh-
er would like to encourage students to sup-
port their own interests and apply to the 
Future Alumni Committee; the more stu-
dent support is garnered for these events, 
the more likely they are to happen.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.
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by Jieya Wen
For the Thresher

The Oshman Engineering Design Kitchen 
held an open house Sept. 7 to celebrate the 
renovation of its basement, which added 6,000 
square feet of usable space, according to Direc-
tor of the OEDK Maria Oden.

“The expansion of the OEDK is to better 
serve the need of students. We added 26 tables 
for [project] teams in the basement and quadru-
pled the electronic working area,” Oden said. 
“We added a new, larger conference room and 
computer lab. We added one faculty member, 
two staff members and a technician to help stu-
dents. The renovation itself cost $1.2 million. 
The original OEDK cost about $5 million.”

Associate Director of the OEDK Amy Kavale-
witz said planning for the expansion started 
in January 2013 and construction, which took 
about three months, began after commence-
ment in May. Kavalewitz said the OEDK re-
ceived $600,000 for the project from the Asset 
Liquidation Funds Appropriations Committee, 
which allocated proceeds from the KTRU sale.

Professor of electrical and computer engi-

neering and of computer science Joseph Ca-
vallaro said the larger space will allow more 
students to have the chance to experience en-
gineering design.

“The opening of the basement offers space 
for more students, and it will certainly lead to 
better engineering performance,” Cavallaro 
said. “Major facility upgrades, such as the 3-D 
printer, will help students to create more inter-
esting prototypes as well.” 

Director of the OEDK Maria Oden said the 
OEDK would catch up with students’ growing 
interest in engineering and better accommo-
date students’ needs in the future.

“We are adding more equipment in [the] 
machine shop, a [computer numerical control] 
mill and a laser cutter,” Oden said. “We are also 
setting up electronic stations to provide oppor-
tunities for more students to have hands-on en-
gineering experience.”

OEDK Engineering Design Technician Car-
los Amaro said students are already benefiting.

“There is a new section for ENGI 120: Intro 
to Engineering Design and its continuation 
class, ENGI 300: Engineering Design Work-
shop,” Amaro said. “If every design team 

gets a table, we’ll have 60 of our 65 tables 
occupied.”

Ronnie Featherston, the Schools of Natural 
Science and Engineering liaison for Facilities 
Engineering and Planning, said the OEDK has 
an extraordinary history and that this expan-
sion is a fresh start.

“Before the 1980s, the OEDK was actually 
the central kitchen,” Featherstone said. "Cooks 
... prepared the meals in the kitchen, and the 
meals were sent to the eight colleges. However, 
in the mid-’80s, colleges started the satellite 
kitchens, and the central kitchen was aban-
doned. [Since then], only the Marching Owl 
Band used the basement for rehearsing. Five or 
six years ago, the [George R. Brown] School of 
Engineering renovated [the] building and made 
it what it is today.”

Rice Solar Car President Juan Borbon said 
the capabilities of the new OEDK would allow 
project teams to do more work in-house.

“Previously, we had to outsource a lot, Bor-
bon, a Jones College junior, said. “Doing stuff 
in-house saves us money and time between 
conceptualization and production, allowing for 
iteration.”

OEDK reopens after basement expansion
Top: The new Oshman Engineering Design Kitchen basement houses 26 tables for collaborative work among project teams. 
Bottom: The new renovations cost $1.2 million and added 6,000 square feet of space to the engineering design building.
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Min said that during these discussions, 
she and the college presidents wanted to 
ensure 100 Days and Senior Gala could still 
happen.

“We all felt that these senior events 
were really important to the senior class, 
and we obviously didn’t want to see them 
just disappear,” Min said.

Min said she and the college presidents 
are currently searching for other student 
organizations to host and plan 100 Days.

“It will not be the [Office of Alumni Af-
fairs],” Min said. “We’re trying to play with 
different ideas about possibly merging 
similar events, but we’re treating Senior 
Gala as more of a priority.”

Min said she and the presidents plan 
for members of the new Future Alumni 
Committee to take the reins on planning 
Senior Gala.

“The current plan of action is that the 
11 seniors from [the Future Alumni Commit-
tee] will be planning Senior Gala with over-
sight from [Alumni Affairs], so they will 
help plan the event like in the past,” Min 
said. “The seniors will plan most of the lo-
gistical aspects of the event, as well as mar-
keting. A staff member from Alumni Affairs 
will work in an advisory capacity for the 
most part, and will also help with contracts 
and things of that nature. The impetus will 
really be on the students to plan the event 
to make sure that it happens.”

The group recognized that a change 
needed to be made to the events so that 
they can happen again this year, Min said. 
One issue stemmed from funding for the 
events. Min said that in the past, ticket 
sales from 100 Days have gone toward 
funding Senior Gala, thereby offsetting the 
cost of the latter event. However, Min said 
she, the college presidents and Hutchinson 
decided this system was unfair to students 
who purchased tickets for 100 Days but 
were unable to attend Senior Gala because 
they were not seniors or were under 21.

To address this problem, Min said she 
and the presidents were planning to make 
100 Days and Senior Gala two financially 
separate events.

“If we raise the ticket prices or invite 
young alumni who are over 21, Senior Gala 
can be completely financially sustain-
able,” Min said.

Min and the presidents also said the use 
of alcohol has been a problem for 100 Days 
in the past and that the issue would have to 
be addressed moving forward.

“There’s going to have to be compro-
mises made based on the reputation of 
these events in the past,” Min said. “They 
can’t be as centered on alcohol as they 
have been.”

Min also said Alumni Affairs’ decision 
not to plan 100 Days and to work on Senior 
Gala in a different capacity was not be-
cause of the new alcohol policy. 

“[Alumni Affairs not planning these 
events as they existed in the past] is some-
thing that has been talked about for more 
than one year, so the new alcohol policy 
didn’t really play a role in their decision 
not to do it this particular year,” Min said. 

Sid Richardson College senior Rachel 
Tenney said she has enjoyed attending 100 
Days in the past and would be disappoint-
ed to see it discontinued this year.

“I have always liked 100 Days because 
it’s cool to go out to a bar with everyone 
you know,” Tenney said. “It’s kind of like 
going to a public party but in a different 
setting.”

Tenney said she was upset to hear about 
potential changes to 100 Days.

“It’s frustrating that it’s changing for 
our senior year,” Tenney said. “These are 
two big events that differentiate your senior 
year from every other year. All the changes 
feel like they’re trying to take away all the 
things that make Rice what it is.”

Ultimately, Min said she wanted to re-
assure students that 100 Days and Senior 
Gala would continue to happen.

“There’s going to have to be compro-
mises made based on the reputation of 
these events in the past,” Min said. “They 
can’t be as centered on alcohol as they 
have been, and Senior Gala will probably 
be more expensive [so that it can be finan-
cially independent]. But the biggest thing 
[for students to understand] is that it is a 
huge priority for the college presidents 
and for myself that these events happen in 
some form.”

Descriptions for positions on the Future 
Alumni Committee will be released Mon-
day, Sept. 16. Applications for those posi-
tions will be available the following day.

Ryan Li/thResheR

Ryan Li/thResheR
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Other members of the committee included chair-
man of the Rice board of trustees Bobby Tudor, 
President of the Houston Texans Jamey Rootes 
and two student-athletes — Brown College senior 
Gabe Baker and Hanszen College junior Natalie 
Beazant — according to Leebron’s email.
Leebron said that when looking for a new direc-
tor, he wanted to find someone who was devoted 
to the welfare of student-athletes and who had a 
passion for athletic achievement.
“[We wanted someone with] a belief and opti-
mism that Rice, in everything it does, including 
athletic endeavors, can succeed at the very high-
est level,” Leebron said.

Leebron said he thought Karlgaard’s back-
ground at Stanford would serve Rice well.

“[Stanford has] one of the greatest athletic 
programs in our country,” Leebron said. “It was 
[Stanford’s] level of ambition that we wanted to 
bring to our program at Rice.”

Baker, a football player and member of the se-
lection committee, said he appreciated that Karl-
gaard can empathize with what it is like to be a 

student-athlete.
“[Karlgaard] has … personal experience with 

understanding the student-athlete perspective 
and the dynamics of competing at a high level 
athletically and in the classroom,” Baker said.

Baker said the committee hoped Karlgaard 
would be a good representative and spokesper-
son for Rice on the national stage.

“We want a strong face for the university who 
will show that we’re not just a great academic 
school, but that we have athletic prowess as 
well,” Baker said.

Women’s swim team member Taylor Arm-
strong said that when she and many other stu-
dent-athletes met Karlgaard, he was charismatic 
and conversation flowed easily.

“I met [Karlgaard] once for 10 minutes, and not 
only did he seem extremely friendly and person-
able, but also approachable and relatable,” Arm-
strong, a sophomore, said. “He urged us to come 
up to him whenever we saw him just to chat, and 
he tried to learn all of our names right off the bat. 
So far, I am loving what I see. I look forward to the 
future years for our Rice Owls.”

Rick Mello, who has been acting as interim 
director since July, will continue in the position 
until Karlgaard takes over in October.

by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

The Center for Civic Engagement is now 
the Center for Civic Leadership and has 
gained a host of new staff members, accord-
ing to Director of the Community Involve-
ment Center Mac Griswold.

Leadership Rice Director Judy Le said the 
name change helps connect and bring together 
the three offices within the Center for Civic 
Leadership: Leadership Rice, the Office of Fel-
lowships and Undergraduate Research, and the 
Community Involvement Center. 

Le said the experiences offered to students 
by the three CCL offices overlap and that the CCL 
wants to help students prepare for their volun-
teering experiences, understand how their expe-
riences connect to their values and continue to 
work to make changes in their communities.

“Having the CCL in place really helps [show 
that] experiences should not be thought of in a 
vacuum,” Le said.

OFUR Director Caroline Quenemoen said 
OFUR offers numerous programs that encour-
age students to develop their skills in research, 
internship and service.

“[OFUR] focuses on research opportunities 
and has a new program called the Houston Ac-
tion Research Teams that allows students to en-
gage with Houston community partners and to 
solve problems in the community,” Quenemoen 
said. “Leadership Rice offers internship oppor-
tunities through the Summer Mentorship Experi-
ence, and the [CIC] offers service opportunities.”

According to Associate Dean of Undergradu-
ates and Associate Vice Provost Matthew Taylor, 
the motivation for the change was to better con-
vey the CCL’s role on campus. 

“ ‘Civic engagement’ was a reflection of the 
initial idea behind the center, which came in 
part from President [David] Leebron, and also of 
our original vision based on partnerships with 
organizations around the city and getting stu-
dents out from behind the hedges,” Taylor said. 

Griswold said the name change does not it-

self change anything for students, but rather 
reflects  how the CCL envisions its future work 
and outcomes.

According to Griswold, Lauren Caldarera will 
fill the new position of associate director of the 
CIC and will strengthen existing programs like 
Alternative Spring Break. Griswold said Caldare-
ra will also work on six one-credit courses fo-
cused on leadership training, logistical training, 
and safety and support for site leaders.

Additionally, programs such as Beyond the 
Sallyport, which will introduce students to the 
Houston community and develop them as civic 
leaders, and a capstone course for those demon-
strating commitment to civic or social issues will 
be launched by next year, Quenemoen said.

Le said the capstone course aims to create 
change within communities and launch stu-
dents into a lifetime of civic leadership.

“We are conceptualizing the capstone course 
right now for students who have had a great deal 
of experience already in engaging on civic and 
social issues,” Le said. “The capstone is meant 
to continue that work.”

Taylor said that in addition to Caldarera, 
the CIC hired two new assistant directors, Kelly 
Windham and Jacqueline Jones. He said Leader-
ship Rice also has a new associate director, Fe-
licia Martin (Sid Richardson College ’99), and a 
new assistant director, Jesse Hendrix. 

Griswold said students need to look at the 
individual pieces of what they do and create a 
larger vision. 

“There has to be some bigger meaning to the 
work that you do, and being able to articulate 
that and convey it to others is an important part 
of leadership,” Griswold said. 

Hanszen College junior Emily Sartain, an 
ASB site leader for 2014, said she thinks the new 
one-credit courses for site leader improve the 
structure of the ASB program and that the name 
change of the CCL shifts the center’s focus from 
participation to leadership.

“That [name change] emphasizes taking a 
leadership role more than just being a partici-
pant,” Sartain said.

CCE renamed, focuses 
on student leadership

0athletics
 from page 1

Real FBI agents busted adjunct professor in man-
agement Allan Van Fleet’s MGMT 732 class on 
Wednesday, Sept. 4 as part of a classroom exercise.

You’re under 
arrest
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by Natalie Koonce
Thresher Staff

A new Facebook page called Humans of 
Rice University went live this week, joining 
the ranks of other Rice student pages such as 
Rice Missed Encounters and Rice Confessions.

The page, inspired by Brandon Stanton’s 
often-emulated Humans of New York blog, 
has gained hundreds of “likes” in the past 
few days since its administrators shared their 
project publicly.

The five photographers asked to remain 
anonymous and agreed to be referred to by 
only their first initials.

J., a sophomore, said he believes withhold-
ing the photographers’ identities will help re-
spect their privacy while also increasing curi-
osity about the project.

“I think Rice students will pay more at-
tention if we place the focus [on] our photos 
rather than on those that take them,” J. said.

C., also a sophomore, added that the pho-
tographers hope anonymity will help them 
avoid requests to be featured on the page.

“We would rather approach subjects and 
have our identities be a surprise than have 
people ask us to put them on the page,” C. 
said. “That would defeat the purpose.”

C. said the team’s goal is to give students a 
chance to share their personalities and opin-
ions with the Rice community.

“There are a lot of very intriguing people 
on campus who don’t have an outlet to ex-

press their ideas,” C. said. “We want to tap 
into that unseen part of Rice.”

C. said he started the project and enlisted 
the other four photographers. He said he got 
the idea after talking to a friend who had start-
ed a Humans of Northwestern Facebook page.

“I know there are a lot of adaptations 
to the original Humans of New York, but I 
thought it would work here, so I contacted 
other photographers I thought would be in-
terested,” C. said.

According to J., although the team plans 
to eventually use strangers as subjects, for 
now the members are choosing friends, as 
was the case with the first picture posted on 
the page.

The subject, Brown College sophomore 
Larisa LaMere, said her friend C. asked 
ahead of time whether she would be inter-
ested in modeling and addressing the Rice 
community.

“After he had snapped me a few times, 
he asked if there was anything I wanted to 
say to Rice, something I felt was important 
to me,” LaMere said. “I talked about how 
it's easy to get overwhelmed and stressed, 
but I don't want my emotions to define me 
anymore.”

LaMere said she has high hopes for the 
project.

“I hope that the Humans of Rice project 
really takes off,” LaMere said. “It’s an amaz-
ing opportunity to get a different perspective 
on Rice life.”

Humans of Rice shows 
student life in pictures

by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

This past summer, the OwlSpark Accelerator 
Program raised $313,000 and provided mentors, 
office space, guidance and a structured program 
for nine companies with an average age of 14 
months, co-founder Vivas Kumar, a Will Rice Col-
lege senior, said.

Kumar said the goal of the program is to in-
crease entrepreneurship at Rice by engaging stu-
dents in an accelerator program and providing 
them with space, funding, and access to a net-
work of mentors and investors from the Houston 
area to achieve their goals.

OwlSpark benefited from the voluntary efforts 
of over 120 professionals as consistent mentors 
to 37 students, Kumar said. Nearly 350 people at-
tended the inaugural Pitch Day, showing the pro-
gram’s success, Kumar said.

“One of our companies just signed a huge 
deal with the IKEA Foundation and the [Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees],” Kumar said. “Almost all of the companies 
acquired at least their first customer this summer.”

Co-founder Veronica Saron said the students 
who formed these companies will continue to 
work for their companies and will be mentored 
through ENGI 428: Entrepreneurship Indepen-
dent Study, taught by temporary entrepreneur 
in residence for the Rice Center for Engineering 
Leadership Bryan Hassin (Lovett College ‘01).

According to Saron, OwlSpark’s goal is to 
teach students how to maintain and run a com-

pany in the real world.
“We hope that, because of OwlSpark, more 

Rice students will be comfortable with starting 
their own business,” Saron, a Will Rice senior, 
said. “Our goal is to combine entrepreneurship 
conferences on campus and [increase] Rice’s in-
volvement in business.”

Saron said she believes the future of OwlSpark 
is bright. This coming summer, OwlSpark plans 
to have another accelerator program with a few 
modifications.

“OwlSpark plans to change the location of the 
[program] next summer to a nontraditional, open 
space on campus and to include a stipend for ev-
ery student,” Saron said.

Kumar said he believes the program went 
smoothly due to the support of the university.

“The OwlSpark team and companies sincerely 
thank the wonderful people at [the] Rice Center 
for Engineering Leadership and Rice Alliance, the 
Office of the Provost and the university as a whole 
for continuing to support the strong vision for en-
trepreneurship in the future of Rice University,” 
Kumar said.

Wiess College junior Jennifer Ding, who par-
ticipated in the accelerator program, said it was 
an excellent way to learn how to run a company. 

“There are so many ways we can change the 
world and create positive change,” Ding said. “As 
Rice students we are equipped and empowered 
to implement this change, especially in our own 
community. That’s really the essence of entre-
preneurship — using what you have to make a 
change, leave an imprint on our world.”

OwlSpark Accelerator 
Program raises $313k

Professor of Engineering and the chair of the De-
partment of Civil and Environmental Engineering, 
said. “[It will also] host workshops and conferenc-
es in timely topics relevant to the future of energy 
both in Houston and globally and provide for the 
community a window into the rich scholarship 
found at Rice in energy and the environment.” 

Boyer said representing the undergraduate 
body in E2I is essential.

“The first step to have is to have something 
like a town hall meeting, which is what we’re 
in the process of developing,” Boyer said. “This 
year, in order to answer how we can best serve 
the Rice student body, we will create an under-
graduate advisory council. We’re trying to figure 
out how they want to engage and to get their 
feedback first before we finalize our strategy.”

Sid Richardson College junior John Zhang 
said he thought McConnell was well-qualified 

and appreciated E2I’s attempt to involve un-
dergraduates.

“With depleting natural resources and 
such high prices of oil, and as Rice Univer-
sity’s second centennial initiatives continue 
and expand, it is a great idea to have some-
one like McConnell,” Zhang said. “He seems 
like someone who can see energy’s impact 
on the environment in the private and public 
sector. With his contributions to E2I initia-
tives, not only will he have a great research 
university to further his findings, but also 

a large student body that is supportive and 
proactive.”

Rice Environmental Club President Skye 
Kelty said she hopes E2I focuses on research 
that can help American energy.

“I think it’s important that they do 
things that can be done in America,” Kelty, 
a McMurtry College senior, said. “The conse-
quences of shifting energy out of America is 
concerning, so I think they should do some-
thing that’s feasible on American soil and on 
our infrastructure.”

0E2I
 from page 1
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Interested in getting involved in the 

Houston community? 

Volunteer Opportunities Fair 
Monday, September 16, 2013 

6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Grand Hall – Rice Memorial Center 

 
Meet Representatives from over 40 different agencies 

throughout the city of Houston! Including...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don't Miss Out On This Great Opportunity! 
For more information about the fair and a full list of 

the attending agencies and opportunities available, 
please visit the Community Involvement Center's Website: 

 

!

UNICEF 
Houston Center for Literacy   

Amigos de las Americas 
League of Women Voters 

Lighthouse Houston 
The BEACON 

PAIR 
Project Row Houses 

Bering Omega 
ACLU Texas 

Museum of Fine Arts Houston 
MD Anderson 

Citizen Schools 
Memorial Hermann Medical Center 

 
!

Community Involvement Center 

www.cic.rice.edu 

by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

Two Rice University students were selected to 
participate in the Stanford U.S.-Russia Forum, a 
program that allows students at American and 
Russian universities to meet, discuss, and work 
on policy proposals and initiatives together, ac-
cording to senior lecturer of Russian Jonathan 
Ludwig.

According to Ludwig, Jones College senior Ro-
han Shah and Brown College junior Irene Oh were 
selected to represent Rice University in this forum 
and will be the first Rice students to do so.

Ludwig said the program was started at Stan-
ford University in 2008 and has expanded to in-
clude more than 150 students from over 20 Rus-
sian and American universities.

Ludwig said any student, undergraduate or 
graduate, from any major can apply to the pro-
gram. He said participants are selected through 
a competitive application process conducted by 

Stanford. The ongoing program will last until 
April 2014.

“This program gives Rice students an excel-
lent opportunity to play a role in policy forma-
tion with and concerning Russia and indicates 
that Russia is still a very important country in the 
world, both to work with and to keep an eye on, as 
we see today relating to Syria,” Ludwig said. 

Oh said she was a Gateway Summer Fellow 
and previously worked in the Embassy of Korea 
in Kazakhstan during the summer. She said she 
is excited to represent the United States as a non-
citizen.

“I am very honored to represent Rice in this 
bilateral forum,” Oh said. “I think it will provide 
abundant opportunities to promote both in the 
U.S. and abroad how amazing our Rice commu-
nity is.”

According to Oh, the program consists of three 
parts: the Moscow Conference, a collaborative re-
search project and the Stanford Conference. Each 
student will be a part of a team comprised of two 
Russian students, two American students, a pro-
fessional mentor and a student mentor, Oh said. 
Each project will culminate in a research paper on 
a policy recommendation.

Shah, a previous Gateway Study of Leadership 
fellow, said he believes the forum will expand the 
impact policy makes in science.

“The Stanford U.S.-Russia Forum will allow 
me to further develop my knowledge and under-
standing of health policy and economics spheres 
while surrounding myself with like-minded, pas-
sionate peers from both the U.S. and Russia,” 
Shah said. “I am excited for the prospect of work-
ing with my peers as I broaden my own world-
view and understanding of creating effective and 
meaningful policy.”

Rice students selected for 
Stanford U.S.-Russia Forum The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Sept. 9.

■■■ SA Internal Vice President Nathan Liu introduced the 2013-14 new student representa-
tives from each college. All NSRs and SA officers are expected to attend the SA Fall 
Retreat at 11 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 15 in Sewall Hall Room 301.

■■■ SA Treasurer Michael Pan said students have been reporting that the Hedgehopper 
Card discount at Buffalo Wild Wings and some other vendors was not being honored. 
Pan said he would investigate.

■■■ SA Secretary Nathan Andrus and SA Parliamentarian Brian Baran reopened discussion 
on a bill charging the Committee on Constitutional Revisions to conduct a general re-
view of the SA constitution and bylaws and to introduce appropriate legislation based 
on its findings in time for consideration for inclusion on the SA General Election bal-
lot. The bill was passed.

■■■ Center for Teaching Excellence Director Joshua Eyler introduced the goals and proj-
ects of the CTE, which was formed last spring. Student input for future CTE initiatives 
included increasing the relevance of course material to students and promoting an 
engaging, active learning environment both in and out of the classroom. Eyler said the 
CTE will soon have a physical office in Herring Hall. Send any feedback to jeyler@rice.
edu or visit cte.rice.edu for more information.

■■■ SA External Vice President Ravi Sheth introduced a bill to create a special committee 
called the Innovation in Undergraduate Teaching Working Group and to charge it with 
examining issues relating to undergraduate teaching, specifically online education 
and courses taught by graduate students, and with introducing a resolution by the 
end of October. The group will be composed of seven to nine undergraduates, and 
applications for the three to five spots designated for at-large representatives will be 
posted soon at sa.rice.edu. The bill was passed.

■■■ SA President Yoonjin Min gathered student feedback about current construction of 
the George R. Brown Tennis Complex in the West Lot commuter and resident parking 
lots. Min said a total of 600 parking spots will be removed as a result of the construc-
tion. Students expressed concern about not being involved in the decision process. 
Students further expressed concern that despite already existing parking problems, 
spaces were removed without a concrete plan to address the deficit of conveniently 
located parking spaces on campus. Min said she will meet with Vice President for 
Administration Kevin Kirby to discuss the issue. Students should send comments to 
sapres@rice.edu.

The SA will next meet Monday, Sept. 16 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

Brown College junior Irene Oh and Jones 
College senior Rohan Shah were selected to 
participate in the Stanford U.S.-Russia Forum.

Irene Oh Rohan Shah
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BINGO!!
Bingo is back, kids. Blacking 
out may no longer be campus 
couture, but grandparents are 
doing it at bingo better than col-
lege students at Night of Deca-
dence. Come to Market Square 
Park at 6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
12 to let the chips fall where they 
may. Buy in: $10. Parking: $5. 
Middle square: priceless. Let the 
ball gate begin.

Market Square Park
Travis St. at Congress Ave.

marketsquarepark.com

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Ellen’s picks for this                  

week’s best events outside 
the hedges. Time to explore 

the wonderful world  
of Houston.

UP
Russell is an adorable, go-get-
ting wilderness explorer on a 
mission; Carl is a grumpy, trag-
edy-ridden old man harboring 
adventurous aspirations. To-
gether, they experience talk-
ing dogs — SQUIRREL! Oh, 
sorry, and the dangers of the 
South American wild. Check 
out Discovery Green Saturday, 
Sept. 14 at 8 p.m. to watch this 
Pixar favorite for free.

Discovery Green
La Branch at Lamar

www.discoerygreen.com

WIGGLY TIME
The Wiggles continue to impress 
fans nationwide after 21 years of 
critically acclaimed hits such as 
Hot Potato and Rock-a-Bye Your 
Bear. Wiggly friends like Doro-
thy the Dinosaur and Captain 
Feathersword will be great com-
pany for your imaginary friends, 
while feminists and boyfriends 
alike will be pleased by the ad-
dition of Emma, the first female 
Wiggle. Their show is Friday, 
Sept. 13 at 6:30 p.m. Tickets 
start at $17.50.

Bayou Music Center
520 Texas Ave.

bayoumusiccenter.com

BEER? CHEESE?
Does beer go with cheese? What 
beer goes with what cheese? Why 
is this a thing? Find out the an-
swers to all of your questions at 6 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 12 at Saint 
Arnold Brewing Company, where 
experts from the Houston Dairy-
maids will demonstrate the art of 
beer and cheese pairing.  Admis-
sion is $25 and restricted to those 
21 or older. 

Saint Arnold Brewing 
Company

2000 Lyons Ave.
www.saintarnold.com

A-
by Chynna Foucek

For the Thresher

For students with food allergies and intoler-
ances, eating out can often be a source of stress. 
As a Duncan College junior with celiac disease, 
an autoimmune disorder that prevents me from 
eating gluten (a protein found in wheat), I have 
spent almost every Saturday for the last two 
years searching the city for the ideal gluten-free 
restaurant. 

This week, I returned to one of my favorites: 
Ruggles Green, located at 4311 W. Alabama St. 
The restaurant not only specializes in catering 
to those with food intolerances, but  also was the 
first Houston restaurant to receive a Green Res-
taurant certification. Ruggles Green emphasizes 
local and organic ingredients, as evidenced by 
its food and even its fountain drinks, many of 
which are made with natural cane sugar.

Ruggles Green offers a variety of traditional 
American dishes with a healthy and almost 
gourmet spin, such as burgers, pizzas, pastas 
and salads. I am used to eating plain salads 
and naturally gluten-free foods when I go out; 
Ruggles Green, however, is not afraid to make 
menu items that are not traditionally gluten- or 
dairy-free. Vegetarian options are also plentiful. 

My favorite menu items are the all-natural 
buffalo burgers, the salmon pasta dish and the 
sweet potato fries, claimed by the menu to be 
the highest-rated in Houston. 

The all-natural buffalo burger ($13) is com-
posed of a hearty buffalo patty, lettuce, onions, 
tomatoes and cheese served on either a whole-
grain or gluten-free bun. It is served with sweet 
potato fries, house-cut french fries or a quinoa 
salad. The buffalo meat was quite flavorful, and 
the burger was especially filling. I love the sweet 
potato fries, which are seasoned with the per-
fect amount of salt.

The grilled salmon pasta ($16) is made of 
quinoa linguine and topped with sun-dried 
tomatoes, jalapenos, queso fresco, olives and 
capers. It is then tossed in a fresh pesto cream 
sauce with a lobster base. It is a hearty and fill-
ing dish that combines a lot of savory flavors 
one would not typically think to combine.

The prices for a dinner entree usually range 
from $10 to $15, which is a pretty reasonable 
price for a good-quality meal. The portions are 
also large enough to share, and the array of 
gluten-free dessert options definitely makes 
splitting an entree worth it. I recommend the Hi-
Protein Hemp Brownie ($8). 

I especially enjoyed the atmosphere of the 
restaurant; it is relaxed and youthful. The for-
mat is quite casual — customers order at the 
front of the restaurant cafeteria-style, and then 
find their own seats. The only problems I en-
countered were with parking, as the lot is pretty 
small. Weekday lunches are fairly crowded, so 
for the best experience go outside peak meal-
times. The wait time for food, however, is fairly 

short and the staff is particularly help-
ful and friendly. I highly recommend 
Ruggles Green if you are looking for a 
nicer night out — or have a cute gluten-
free date!

Ruggles Green 
is gluten-free, 
dairy-free gold

The Beer Can House
Named one of America’s top 50 roadside 

attractions by Time magazine in 2010, this 
beer can house is a Houston can’t-miss. Ac-
cording to legend, homeowner John Milkov-
isch despised throwing things away, and as a 
result, he collected an attic full of beer cans. 
In the 1970s, he realized what great siding the 
cans would make for his house. Then, he put 
glass in his concrete, marbles in his fence, 
clinking pull-tab curtains and beer-can art 
in his garden. After 18 years of decorating, 
this house is his famous result. For more ec-
centric art,  visit the Orange Show at 2402 
Munger St. for $1. 

Price: $2 admission, $5 guided tour and 
film
When: Wednesday - Friday, 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m; Saturday -Sunday, noon - 5 p.m.

Menil Collection
Originally started as a way to preserve 

the extraordinary art collection of John 
and Dominique de Menil, the Menil Col-
lection holds over 17,000 works of art, 
from traditional tribal cultures in Africa to 
Byzantine art to one of the most impressive 
collections of surrealist art in the world. Be-
sides the typical fare, the Menil hosts phe-
nomenal exhibitions and public events. Also 
nearby is the Rothko Chapel and, on the 
right day, the Monster PBJ food truck.

Price: free
When: Wednesday - Sunday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

The Health Museum
The Health Museum is Houston’s most 

interactive museum, attracting geeks of all 
ages with a walk-through brain, 3-D giant 
microbes and DNA fingerprinting. Not only 
is this museum the most visited health mu-
seum in the country, but it also has a whole 
room inside a ribcage, a bicycle-riding skel-
eton, a walk-through eyeball, a 27-foot-long 
intestine and a 22-foot-long backbone.

Price: $8 general admission, free Thurs 
day 2-5 p.m.
When: Tuesday - Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Sunday, noon - 5 p.m.

The John C. Freeman Weather Museum
The Weather Museum was founded by a 

father-daughter meteorologist team to teach 
Houston residents about all things weather. 
Rated Best Museum in 2012 by Houston Press, 
this museum has Groundhog Day activities, a 
hurricane simulator, a simulated broadcast-
ing studio, a touchable tornado vortex 
and a 3-D digital weather 
sphere.

Price: $5 general ad-
mission, free Thurs-
day noon - 4 p.m.  
When: Monday - Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Houston Center for Contem-
porary Craft

The HCCC focuses on the history 
and creation of all things made from 
craft materials, allowing visitors to 

see all parts of the creative process 
and even explore artist studios. It 
also hosts a shop called Asher 
Gallery, where one-of-a-kind 
creations can be purchased, and 

Hands-On Houston, a monthly, 
free event in which artists teach 

visitors how to make crafts related to 
the current exhibitions.

Price: free
When: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m.; Sunday, noon - 5 p.m.

The Art Car Museum
The Art Car Museum, aka the “Garage 

Mahal,” seeks to promote art not normally 
recognized by other institutions (namely, art 
cars). The most imaginative and elaborate art 
cars, mobile contraptions and revolving 
exhibitions are displayed at this scrap 
metal- and chrome-covered museum.

Price: free
When: Wednesday -Sunday, 
11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

p.m; Saturday -Sunday, noon - 5 p.m.

Houston Center for Contem
porary Craft

The HCCC focuses on the history 
and creation of all things made from 
craft materials, allowing visitors to 

see all parts of the creative process 
and even explore artist studios. It 
also hosts a shop called Asher 
Gallery, where one-of-a-kind 
creations can be purchased, and 

Hands-On Houston, a monthly, 
free event in which artists teach 

visitors how to make crafts related to 
the current exhibitions.

nearby is the Rothko Chapel and, on the 
right day, the Monster PBJ food truck.

Price
When

room inside a ribcage, a bicycle-riding skel
eton, a walk-through eyeball, a 27-foot-long 
intestine and a 22-foot-long backbone.

Price: $8 general admission, free Thurs 
day 2-5 p.m.
When: Tuesday - Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Sunday, noon - 5 p.m.

The John C. Freeman Weather Museum

father-daughter meteorologist team to teach 
Houston residents about all things weather. 
Rated Best Museum in 2012 by Houston Press, 
this museum has Groundhog Day activities, a 
hurricane simulator, a simulated broadcast
ing studio, a touchable tornado vortex 
and a 3-D digital weather 
sphere.

urday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Byzantine art to one of the most impressive 
collections of surrealist art in the world. Be-
sides the typical fare, the Menil hosts phe-
nomenal exhibitions and public events. Also 
nearby is the Rothko Chapel and, on the 

: Wednesday - Sunday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

in his garden. After 18 years of decorating, 
this house is his famous result. For more ec

Munger St. for $1. 

ing studio, a touchable tornado vortex 
and a 3-D digital weather 

-
mission, free Thurs-

: Monday - Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. urday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

exhibitions are displayed at this scrap 
metal- and chrome-covered museum.

Price: free
When: Wednesday -Sunday, 
11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Quirky museums distinguish Houston
ENTERTAINMENT
arts
ENTERTAINMENT

Lawndale Art Center
Housed in an art deco 

building, Lawndale Art Cen-
ter is dedicated to promot-
ing the contemporary art 
of Houston artists. Com-
posed of four galleries, 
three artist studios and 
an outdoor sculpture gar-
den, this is the best place 
to support Houston art. 

Lawndale Art Center also 
stands out for its special-
ized events, such as its annual 
festival celebrating Dia de Los 
Muertos that includes an open-
call exhibition of contemporary 
interpretations of retablo, a Mexi-
can folk-art tradition. 

Price: free
When: Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. 
- 5 p.m.; Saturday, noon - 5 p.m.
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Curious to see what lies BEYOND the hedges?
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Gallery Hours
� � � �  � � � � � � � �  � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � �  � � � 
� �  � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Community Bridges 
An#innovative#collaboration#between#Rice#University#and#
Houston’s#Fifth#Ward#that#aims#to#develop#meaningful#and#
sustainable#solutions#to#urban#poverty.

Accepting Application starting September 16th for the 
2013-2014 class of Community Bridges Fellows!

For more information regarding fellowship requirements, 
positions, and the application process, visit: 

kinder.rice.edu/bridges

Information Sessions 
Wednesday September 11th @ RMC Garden 

(in front of coffeehouse)
Tuesday September 17th @ RMC Miner Lounge

7:00-8:00
	 �  � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � �  � � 
 � � � mif1@rice.edu 

Med Spa

5600 Kirby
Houston, TX 77005
713-360-6868
www.cosmeteik.com

1/2 Price
Laser Hair Removal

Call for pricing on other areas.

Exclusively for
Rice University

Staff, Faculty
and Students

10–1 Monday through Friday
Lip or chin package of 5 for $200

Bikini or underarm package of 5 for $400

by Allison Schaich
Thresher Staff

It is always exciting to order a latte at a cof-
fee shop and receive a steaming cup with an 
intricately poured design on the top. Whether 
your cup sports a flower, a heart or something 
a bit more abstract, latte art is a point of pride 
and distinguishability among baristas every-
where. However, Houston’s series of Second 
Sunday Throwdowns has taken the art of pour-
ing steamed milk into espresso to the next 
level. On the second Sunday of each month, a 
Houston coffee shop or cafe hosts a throwdown 
in which amateurs and professional baristas 
compete head-to-head in a bracketed tourna-
ment to see who can produce the most beauti-
ful but readily drinkable work of latte art.

This past Sunday’s throwdown was at Eat-
sie Boys Cafe at 4100 Montrose Blvd. Although 
the establishment is not predominantly a cof-
fee shop, it has a wide array of caffeinated 
drinks made from the beans of one of Hous-
ton’s premiere coffee roasters, Greenway Coffee 
Company. One benefit of the Throwdown series 
is the freebies each host provides, and Eatsie 
Boys was no exception. In addition to hand-
ing out the decorated lattes to willing specta-
tors, the restaurant provided complimentary 
beer from 8th Wonder Brewery and small pork 
sandwich appetizers.

As one might expect of this type of event, 
the crowd was diverse and eclectic. Mostof the 
patrons and guests seemed to exhibit a sense 
of camaraderie, likely due to being members 
of Houston’s close-knit barista community. 
Many of the competitors were in fact easily 
recognizable from local shops such as Paulie’s, 
Blacksmith and Catalina Coffee. However, no 
credentials were necessary to compete — all 
Second Sunday Throwdowns are free and open 
to anyone interested. About 20 baristas from 
every age, background and number on the hip-
ster scale entered this competition, and each 
one proved to be quite the latte art master.

The latte competition was vigorous. In some 
cases, it was easy to tell which barista made 

the better art, but many works were close calls 
requiring intense deliberation between the 
judges. Latte art is judged based on multiple 
facets, including the contrast between the milk 
and the coffee, intricacy and symmetry. One of 
the highlights of the night was the unplanned 
“baby pour,” when two of the competing baris-
tas faced off by crafting their espresso shot, 
steaming their milk and pouring an intricate 
design — all while holding their infant babies 
in one arm. Surprisingly enough, both designs 
came out impressively well.

As baristas were eliminated the competi-
tion intensified. Tensions ran high as the three 
final competetors produced beautiful works of 
art. Ultimately, only one champion remained: 
Taylor, an Eatsie Boys barista who clearly ex-
celled on her own turf. All in all, this edition of 
the Second Sunday Throwdown series was an 
exceptional event that provided an innovative 
twist on the art of latte pouring and a fun look 
into Houston’s coffee-brewing community.

For more information on when and where 
the next Second Sunday Throwdown will take 
place, follow Blacksmith Coffee on either Twit-
ter (@Bl4cksmith) or Facebook (www.facebook.
com/blacksmithhouston). 

by Benjamin 
huber-rodriguez

Thresher Staff

Usually, a band’s name is some arbi-
trary inside joke that has little to do with 
what the band delivers, but occasionally, 
it offers insight into and a description of 
the type of content the group produces. 
If listening to Repave feels like watching 
a harmonious collective of voices bubble 
up and explode from within a sulfurous 
promontory, one can successfully de-
duce that Volcano Choir has done some-
thing right.

Volcano Choir is led by Justin Ver-
non, who has carved out a niche making 
haunting, beautiful ballads with intro-
spective but cryptic vocals as Bon Iver. 
Part of his allure, however, comes from 
the isolated and shadowy tones through 
which he delivers his vocals. 

Volcano Choir, his side project/su-
pergroup with fellow Wisconsinites Col-
lections of Colonies of Bees and All Tiny 
Creatures, begins many of its songs in 
typical Bon Iver fashion. Looping acous-
tic patterns, shy synths and hushed 
drums all contribute to the sonic land-
scape over which Vernon blows subtle 
breezes to and fro. But Volcano Choir has 
too many talented contributors to leave 
the songs so bare. As the tracks devel-
op, various synths, guitars, organs and 
drums enter the fray one by one, and 
vocalists grow exponentially until the 
songs explode into these grand, majestic 
statements more appropriate for a vast 
canyon or amphitheater than the log 
cabin where Vernon famously recorded 
his first album.

“Tiderays” perfectly captures the feel 
of the album and the band, making it an 
excellent choice for the opening track. 
A solo acoustic guitar dances over fuzzy 

noise while Vernon’s trademark falsetto 
describes a peaceful, cyclical day with a 
lover. “We wake up / Soft denims on the 
floor.” But the rattle of the snare, subtle 
at first yet ominously building, breaks 
the song wide open halfway through 
as frenzied electric guitars rip apart the 
tranquil scene in the same way the wall 
of voices rips apart the lover. “Don’t call 
me up again / You’re the bitch that never 
ends.”  Rarely can a band capture the 
same feeling in both its words and its 
music as dynamically and effectively as 
Volcano Choir.

“Comrade,” another standout track, 
allays the listener with three meticu-
lously interwoven guitar and piano pat-
terns, each darting back and forth while 
Vernon sheepishly pokes at a troubling 
familial relationship. “You kept me on 
your long line / Choking it the whole 
time.”  Just as Vernon seems to accept 
defeat, a hailstorm of synths and elec-
trics rain down on the song in a frenzy 
while the group assaults with “You said 
we could go back / You said we could 
go find / You said that you would come 
back / Tore out at the comrade!”  

Many tracks paint pictures of land-
scapes and wilderness, immersing the 
listener in the exact place and at the ex-
act time the storm that is the song takes 
place. On “Alaskans,” Vernon sings 
“Stranded in the housing of our move in 
house in  / We were going to hit every 
port and every cape town.” The mellow, 
atmospheric tune establishes the vast 
desert of ice surrounding its encoded 
story. On “Acetate”, the group calls 
out “You found me on the beach, I was 
stranded there for weeks!”  while Ver-
non echos back “I will never tolerize, I 
will never fortify.” The ghastly wails fur-
ther develop the idea of being stranded, 
while the piano builds anticipatorily to-
ward the song’s eventual climax, when 
he/they are finally found.

The cover of Repave shows a solitary 
wave romping over a black ocean under 
a bleak sky. The image perfectly captures 
the idea of the calm before the storm, a 
statement which in turn embodies the 
album both musically and lyrically. 
Themes of anger, strife and struggle 
within relationships are tried and true, 
but nonetheless resonant enough to be 
the subject of a staggering proportion of 
modern music. But projecting a visual 
topography of this strife and imposing 
it onto a rush of savage instrumentation 
is too abstract a concept for most musi-
cians to ever achieve. Perhaps it takes a 
group that is a manifestation 
of the force of nature 
woven with the sheer 
beauty of harmony. 
Perhaps it takes a 
group called Vol-
cano Choir.

Repave

A-

woven with the sheer 
beauty of harmony. 
Perhaps it takes a 
group called Vol-
cano Choir.

courtesy JagJaguwar

Latte is the new art

allison schaich/thresher
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 This Week in Entertainment by Louis Lesser

courtesy take-two interactive

courtesy warner bros

Prisoners

Fresh off its premiere at the Toronto International Film 
Festival, the work of director Denis Villeneuve is already 
earning acclaim for its star-studded cast, including Jake 
Gyllenhaal and Hugh Jackman, and dramatic plot about 
the sudden disappearance of two young girls in a small 
town. When the police release the only suspect in the 
case due to a lack of evidence, one father (Hugh Jack-
man, The Wolverine) tries to take matters into his own 
hands and becoming a vigilante. R. 146 minutes.

Of�cial Television Partner Of�cial Health Care Provider Of�cial Airline

TCHAIKOVSKY’S PIANO CONCERTO
September 12, 14, 15, 2013
Peter Oundjlan, conductor 
Kirill Gerstein, piano
To open the Centennial Classical Season, 
pianist Kirill Gerstein returns to Houston to 
captivate you with the delicate melodies and 
explosive �reworks of Tchaikovsky’s Piano 
Concerto No. 1. 

houstonsymphony.org | (713)224-7575

$15 with 
student ID

Promo Code 
STUDENT

courtesy warner bros records

Feels Like Home 
     Sheryl Crow

While she has had a successful career in adult con-
temporary rock, Sheryl Crow has decided to diversify her 
musical tastes and now presents her first country album, 
preceded by hit single “Easy.” Each song on the CD was co-
written by another songwriter, including country star Brad 
Paisley, giving the album an added sense of novelty. While 
Crow fans should expect a new sound, they can still antici-
pate the same powerful lyricism they have grown to love.

courtesy brushfire

From Here to Now to You 
Jack Johnson

The sixth album from the folk-rock singer-song-
writer marks a return to his acoustic, “surfer-vibe” 
genre after the darker, electric guitar-driven work of 
recent years. This album is composed in his tradi-
tional style of self-penned, self-produced tracks. This 
time around, though, he adds a layer of instrumenta-
tion to his traditional sound that should set him up for 
the mainstream success he has lacked in recent years.

courtesy film district

Insidious: Chapter 2

The follow-up to the surprise 2011 runaway horror 
hit reunites cast members Patrick Wilson (The Conjur-
ing) and Rose Byrne (Bridesmaids), who reprise their 
roles as a husband and wife investigating the secret 
that has haunted them from the spirit world. Fighting 
off paranormal activity and mysterious surprises, the 
couple find themselves picking up right where they 
left off: in a thrilling, suspenseful battle versus the 
unknown. PG-13. 105 minutes.

courtesy Paramount Pictures

World War Z

After several delays, Brad Pitt’s apocalyptic epic 
was finally released in theaters to financial success 
and strong critical reception this summer. In the film, 
a former United Nations investigator is tasked with 
finding a cure to a zombie outbreak, traveling around 
the world in order to save the lives of his family and 
humanity. Bonus features include exclusive behind-
the-scenes documentaries. Also in 3-D.

Grand Theft Auto V

The largest and most ambitious installment in one 
of the most critically acclaimed, best-selling video 
game series of all time marks the first new entry in 
nearly five years after being long delayed. The latest 
edition takes place in Los Santos, a sun-soaked city 
of chaos where users can play as three different pro-
tagonists on the road to survival and success.
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RGM Advisors is an Austin based quantitative trading firm looking for extremely 

talented Rice students. If you are about to graduate with a Bachelors, Masters 

or Ph.D. degree in Computer Science, Physics, Math, Statistics, or Electrical and 

Computer Engineering, we would love to meet you.

(OPT/H1-B visa sponsorship available) 

We’re recruiting for the following full-time positions 

» Quantitative Research Associate 

» Associate Software Developer 

» Associate Software Test Engineer
(A detailed description of these positions are posted on RICElink)

Join us for food, fun and information at Benjy’s in Rice Village. You’ll get a 

chance to learn more about RGM and the exciting, fast paced industry of 

proprietary trading.

When: September 24, 2013 

Time: 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Benjy’s - 2424 Dunstan, Houston, TX 77005 

Dress is casual

Please contact Laura Griffith at laura@rgmadvisors.com for more 

information. Please go to our website rgmadvisors.com 

for more information about the company.

COMPUTER SCIENCE |  PHYSICS |  MATH |  STATS |  ENGINEERING

Seeking Rock Star TalentSeeking Rock Star TalentSeeking Rock Star TalentSeeking Rock Star Talent
to Join Austin Quantitative Trading Firm

Bring a current copy of your resume, correctly solve  

our mathematical challenge and you’ll be entered into  

a drawing for a new iPad.



11Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports

Volleyball gains first win at home
by Julie Doar
For The Thresher

The Rice Owls volleyball team opened up 
its home schedule with its first invitational 
of the season by securing its first win, fol-
lowed by two close losses. On Friday night, 
Rice University swept Texas A&M University, 
Corpus Christi 3-0. The following afternoon, 
the Owls fell 3-2 to the University of Arkan-
sas, Little Rock and lost 3-1 to Louisiana State 
University in the nightcap.

Rice took the first set against LSU  28-26 to 
grab a 1-0 set lead, but LSU answered by tak-
ing the next three. At various points through-
out those sets, Rice was in the lead but was 
unable to claim the set. The Owls fought and 
clawed in the fourth and final set, but the Ti-
gers triumphed 31-29.

Senior Mariah Riddlesprigger contributed 16 
kills in the LSU game, and junior Lizzy Bache 
was named to the All-Rice Invitational Team.

Head Coach Genny Volpe said serving was 
the major issue this weekend and that the 

team would need to work on it at practice.
“Our serving was erratic at times,” Volpe 

said. “In key situations, we would miss our 
serve or give them a really easy ball. We 
broke down too many times, and they really 
took advantage of that.”  

Riddlesprigger said the team needs to 
avoid letting nerves get the best of it at the 
end of close matches, a problem she said the 
Owls have been struggling with in their first 
two weeks of play.

“We haven’t been able to close very many 
games,” Riddlesprigger said.

This weekend, Rice will host its second 
invitational, at which it will face Houston 
Baptist University, the University of Missouri 
and North Carolina State University.

Volpe said the Owls need to break out of 
their current slump before the conference 
season begins.

“The competition won’t get any easier,” 
Volpe said.   

Houston Baptist has an overall record 
of 4-3, and both Missouri and North Caro-

lina State are thus far undefeated, but Rid-
dlesprigger said she remains confident.

“We have the ability to play with the 
best,” Riddlesprigger said.

Volpe said the team has special faith in 
its younger members, such as freshman hit-
ter Stephanie Mendivil and freshman setter 
Chelsey Harris.

“Knowing we have such youth on the 
team is really inspiring,” Volpe said.

Riddlesprigger said the team may need to 
tend to some issues but that she is anticipating 
improvement as the season goes on. She said 
the team’s middle blockers are its key players.

“They’re our go-to [players],” Riddlesprig-
ger said. “We have a really fast offense.”

Volpe said she believes wins will come 
once the team can match its impressive of-
fense with a more stalwart defense.

“We can beat these teams, but it’s going 
to take some focus and practice and execu-
tion of the little things,” Volpe said. “The 
thing about this team is that it’s never going 
to give up.”

by Luke Samora
For The Thresher

The Rice University women’s soccer team 
faced a doubleheader this weekend, playing 
in Albuquerque at the University of New 
Mexico, where the Owls fell 3-0 before trav-
eling Sunday to San Marcos to take on Texas 
State University. The Owls bounced back 
against Texas State, tying the game 0-0.

Head Coach Nicky Adams said the game 
at New Mexico was the start of a rough 
weekend for the team, which scored zero 
goals in the two matches.

“We have a really young team, and we’re 
still trying to put all of the pieces of the puz-
zle together,” Adams said.

All three goals scored against the Owls 
resulted from free kicks. Adams said this 
should not be happening and that these 
defensive mistakes need to be corrected in 
the future.

“You can play 90 minutes of hard de-
fense and still lose off of free kicks,” Adams 
said. “It’s a tough pill to swallow.”

According to Adams, playing on the road 
was already tough, and the team also had 
to endure a higher altitude and drier air, 
two things players used to Houston weather 
know little about.

Adams said that, at the end of the day, 
the Lobos were the more physical team.

“They came out rough and challenged 
us,” Adams said. “They deserved to win.”

After the loss, the Owls traveled Sunday 
night to San Marcos to play Texas State. In-
clement weather forced the game to be de-
layed, and the team had to return to the bus 
to wait until playable conditions prevailed.

Adams said the Owls made up for their 
lackluster performance in the first game.

“I thought we came out and put a lot of 
pressure on them,” Adams said.

Junior goalkeeper Amy Czyz recorded 
five saves, and the Owls recorded 19 shots, 
nine of which were on target of the goal.

Adams said Rice had many opportuni-
ties but could not capitalize on them, which 
she said has been a problem so far in the 
season.

“We got really great looks on goal, but 
we just couldn’t put the ball in the back of 
the net,” Adams said.

Senior defender Hayley Williams said 
she is optimistic about the future of the 
team even after the shaky beginning to 
the season.

“We are going to focus on us,” Williams 
said. “We are going to take it day by day, 
session by session and concentrate on what 
makes us good as a team: our possession, 
hard-nosed gritty defending and high-flying 
attack. The beauty of soccer is that every 
game is a new chance to prove ourselves, 
and this season is just getting started.”

Now, after a seesaw weekend, Adams 
said the team is looking forward to the fu-
ture, especially returning home after the 
four-game road trip.

“We’re excited to be back at Rice to 
play at home for the next two weekends,” 
Adams said.

Adams said being on the road for two 
weeks took a toll on the Owls but that they 
now have to worry about playing Lamar 
University this weekend and are looking to 
redeem themselves from their disappoint-
ing trip.

“As a whole, this weekend told us a lot 
about our team and how we need to im-
prove,” Adams said.

Soccer drops 
match to UNM, 
ties Texas State

Sam Wang/THreSHer
Freshman outside hitter Stephanie Mendivil gets ready to spike the ball Friday night against Texas A&M, Corpus Christi. The Owls ended up sweep-
ing the Islanders for their first win of the season. Rice’s next matchup is this Friday against Houston Baptist University at Tudor Fieldhouse.

“The beauty of soccer is 
that every game is a new 
chance to prove ourselves.”

Hayley Williams 
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by Dan Elledge
Thresher Staff

With the week off, the Owls were able to sit 
back at home and relax last Saturday afternoon 
before preparing for their first home game of the 
season this Saturday at 6:30 p.m. against Univer-
sity of Kansas.

In only its second-ever matchup against Kan-
sas last year, Rice exacted some revenge from its 

1961 Bluebonnet Bowl loss, defeating the Jay-
hawks in Lawrence, Kan. Redshirt senior kicker 
Chris Boswell won the game with a 45-yard field 
goal as time expired to give the Owls their first win 
in school history against a team in the Big 12.

Redshirt senior quarterback Taylor McHargue 
said last year’s win against Kansas was a major 
launching pad for the team the rest of the season 
and ultimately made the difference between a los-
ing season and a bowl bid.

“The win last year gave us the confidence 
that we can play with anybody and we can 
definitely win on the road, which is some-
thing we had not done much over the past 
few years,” McHargue said.

Head Coach David Bailiff said he saw eye-
to-eye with McHargue. He said last year’s win 
was program-changing but that the game is 
in the past, and the Jayhawks will not over-
look his team this year.

“To win it on the last play was big for us, 
and it could be a big motivation for Kansas,” 
Bailiff said. “I know they are not going to 
look over us this year.”

The season is still young, and like Rice, 
Kansas has only played one game so far. It 
opened up its 2013 campaign last Saturday 
against the University of South Dakota at 
home, pulling out a 31-14 win. That win was 
the first in 12 games for the Jayhawks, which 
went 1-11 last season.

Bailiff said the Jayhawks have changed 
their identity slightly since there are a lot of 
new faces, both through junior college trans-
fers and recruitment. He said that with limit-
ed film, it will be hard to pick up what Kansas 
Head Coach Charlie Weis has in store for the 
Owls come Saturday.

“There are a lot of new players,” Bailiff 
said. “They probably did not show us every-
thing against South Dakota. There were a lot 
of different formations, different plays, dif-
ferent personnel groups, but we know that 
[Weis] had plays he did not have to show.”

Bailiff said that when he briefly looked at 
the film, the Kansas offense looked more dy-
namic than it did last year.

“I thought Kansas ran the ball very effec-
tively,” Bailiff said. “I thought they threw the 
ball effectively.”

Since the team only has the film from 
the South Dakota game, Bailiff said he was 
emphasizing that the Owls should focus on 
what they can do better. He said that if they 
improve and fix the issues they faced Aug. 31 
against Texas A&M University, it should not 
matter what adjustments the Jayhawks make.

“We just once again need to worry about 
what we are doing and follow our rules and 

fundamentals, and I think we will play a 
good football game,” Bailiff said.

Redshirt sophomore defensive tackle 
Christian Covington said he agreed with Bai-
liff and saw this bye week as an important 
time to learn from the Owls’ mistakes against 
A&M and move forward as conference play 
looms in a couple of weeks.

“Coming off a bye week, we are trying to 
establish ourselves and deal with the bumps 
and bruises that we got from that [A&M 
game],” Covington said. “It was just a good 
week to stay conditioned during practice and 
condition ourselves for the upcoming game 
against Kansas, so now that we have the film 
on them, we are looking forward to breaking 
it down during the meetings.”

With back-to-back Bowl Conference Series 
opponents to start the season, Bailiff said he 
is reveling in the opportunity to play against 
teams from major conferences. Bailiff reiter-
ated his statement after the A&M loss that the 
Owls are no longer aiming for moral victo-
ries, but rather aspiring to victories reflected 
in the win column.

“It’s nice we get to play an [Southeastern 
Conference] opponent, then a Big 12 oppo-
nent, and it’s good to play [these teams],” 
Bailiff said. “We are excited about this game. 
We want to see where we stand in this confer-
ence. Like I said, we are dreaming big, and 
we expect great things to happen.”

McHargue said this exemplifies why he 
came to Rice: to play against these teams 
from major conferences. He said that like the 
A&M game, this will be a major test for the 
team to see where it is at this juncture of the 
season.

“That’s one of the challenges you expect, 
and we enjoy [those challenges] playing here 
because that’s your benchmark and test of 
where you are as a team,” McHargue said.

McHargue said that while the Owls might 
have been anxious about playing these teams 
in the past, the team will be ready to battle 
this Saturday.

“We are definitely not afraid of the chal-
lenge; we enjoy playing these teams,” McH-
argue said.

APPLY AT 
rpc.rice.edu

WANT TO
COORDINATE
BEER BIKE?

Owls prepare for first home game against KU

Frankie Huang/THresHer
The Owls’ linemen practice underneath the stadium during Monday’s practice due to a lightning 
storm. Rice opens up its home campaign this Saturday at 6:30 p.m. against the Kansas Jayhawks.
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by Nicki Chamberlain-Simon
Thresher Staff

With aggressive routes and bounding leaps, 
wide receiver Jordan Taylor has earned a spot as 
the top receiving target for the 2013 Rice football 
team. Taylor, a redshirt junior, had at least three 
catches in 10 of 13 games last year and had recep-
tions in every game but one. He led the Owls in the 
2012 season with 826 receiving yards and 57 total 
receptions, tying for the seventh most receptions 
in Rice history.

Taylor has also received national recognition. 
Taylor was named MVP of the Armed Forces Bowl 
and named to All-Bowl teams by ESPN.com, CBSS-
ports.com and USA Today with 153 yards and three 
touchdowns — even after separating his shoulder 
in the third quarter and finishing the game. This 
Denison native has already made a statement this 
year, catching seven passes for 69 yards and a 
touchdown against Texas A&M University Aug. 31.

Even though Taylor is a six-foot, five-inch force 
to be reckoned with on the field, off the field, he’s 
just a calm, cool and collected guy who is in it for 
the camaraderie of Rice football.

How long have you been playing football?

I started playing football in the seventh grade. 
Baseball was actually my biggest sport growing 
up, but throughout high school, I sort of fell in love 
with football, so that’s what took me to college. I 
played baseball since I was seven, and I played all 
the way through my senior year. I was definitely a 
better baseball player than I was a football player. 
I actually played quarterback in high school, and I 
didn’t play receiver until I got here.

Why are you passionate about football?

I guess the camaraderie. Just being around 
those guys, working with the guys all the time and 
just wanting to play for each other I’d say is the big-
gest thing.

Who do you think has provided inspiration for 
you throughout your football career?

Probably one of the most inspirational people 
has been my older brother. He played football as 
well — he actually played at the University of Cali-

fornia, Los Angeles — but we’re nothing alike. He’s 
a big guy, and he played on the offensive line, so he 
never really got any glory for anything. So I guess 
just seeing him be motivated all through his ca-
reer and just wanting to get better even though he 
doesn’t have that aspect of it really motivated me 
to work hard and no matter what happens to just 
enjoy playing and have fun with it.

What would you say was your favorite memory 
from last year?

The whole season was a pretty good memory 
just because we started off really struggling, and 
we had our backs up against the wall at one point 
where if we wanted to make a bowl game, we 
couldn’t lose another game, and I think we still 
had five games left on our schedule at that point. 
We could have easily given up, but we just kind of 
drew a line in the sand and said we’re going to do 
everything we can to win from here on out, and 
we ended up doing that. Of course, the bowl game 
was pretty fun, and I ended up getting the MVP 
at the bowl game, but it was just the season as a 
whole and how we came together.

What was going through your head during 
your one-handed leaping grab against A&M?

Not much, really. Honestly, I just saw the ball 
go up, and I just tried to make a play on it, and it 
worked out. I went back and watched the film, and 
I really still couldn’t even tell you how I ended up 
catching it. Next thing I knew, I was coming down 
with the ball and we had a first down.

What injuries have you had throughout the 
years?

My redshirt freshman year, I was supposed to 
come in and play receiver. But the night before we 
came back to report for two-a-days, I broke my leg 
at home. I was riding on an ATV with a couple of 
my friends, and it flipped and rolled over onto my 
leg. I had to call the coaches the next morning and 
tell them I wouldn’t be coming back for a few days 
because I just got out of the hospital.

Also, I actually separated my shoulder in that 
bowl game last year about midway through the 
third quarter. I ended up finishing the game prob-
ably just from adrenaline.

Taylor also broke his collarbone in high school 
and broke a rib during the first day of camp last 
year.

What has been your key to success thus far?

Being internally motivated and trying to stay as 
consistent as possible. It’s a grind playing football 
and trying to balance school. You kind of have to 
find some motivation within yourself to keep go-
ing, and it’s easy to have a lazy attitude and say, 
“Oh, I’m tired, I don’t really feel like practicing to-
day.” I guess just being internally motivated, using 
my brother as an example or my parents even.

Do you have any nicknames?

The Great White Hope. To be honest, I haven’t 
even asked why. I guess because I’m a white guy 
playing out there, and at my position, you don’t re-
ally see too many white guys.

If you were a type of candy, which would you 
be, and why?

I would say a Sour Patch Kid. Off the field, I’m a 
really laid back kind of guy. I like to stay out of any 
type of confrontation and never want to get into ar-
guments, but then, of course, when you get on the 
field, especially in a sport like football, it’s impos-

sible to not be physical, and [you] have to get angry 
at some guy if he’s trying to tackle you.

What is your favorite pastime that isn’t sports-
related?

I love hunting — I grew up in a really country 
town. So I guess hunting and fishing. Unfortunate-
ly, I don’t really have time to do that anymore, but 
growing up, I used to love going deer hunting and 
duck hunting with my parents and my brother.

What are your plans beyond Rice football?

There’s always the hope that you get a chance 
to play in the NFL, but I’m not putting all my eggs 
in that one basket. Being a sports medicine major, 
I’d like to go into something like physical therapy 
or personal training. And a long time down the 
road, I’d really like to become a coach — maybe 
at my old high school because there’s a lot of tra-
dition there. I just feel like me and a lot of my old 
friends would love to go back and coach there, so 
that’s just been a dream of ours.

Taylor and the rest of the football team continue 
their season this Saturday, Sept. 14 at 6:30 p.m. in 
Rice Stadium. 

This interview was edited for length and clarity.

Jordan Taylor: The man behind the facemask

Frankie Huang/THresHer
Junior redshirt wide receiver Jordan Taylor had a good start to his season Aug. 31 with seven catches, 
68 yards, and a touchdown against Texas A&M. Taylor said he hopes one day he can play in the NFL.
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I WANT TO THANK EVERY STUDENT WHO MADE 
THE TRIP TO KYLE FIELD FOR OUR SEASON 
OPENER.

EVERY MEMBER OF THE TEAM COULD FEEL YOUR 
SUPPORT AND WAS EXCITED TO SEE YOU IN THE 
STANDS.

NOW, IT’S OUR TURN TO HAVE THE HOME FIELD 
ADVANTAGE. WHEN THE JAYHAWKS RUN INTO 
RICE STADIUM AT 6:30 ON SATURDAY, WE WANT 
YOU TO LET THEM KNOW THEY AREN’T IN 
KANSAS ANYMORE. 

SEE YOU THERE,SEE YOU THERE, vs.vs.vs.vs.

September 14 • 6:30 P.M.September 14 • 6:30 P.M.
Rice Stadium

*Tailgate with your College at College Row starting at 3:30!

Claire elestwani/thresher
Jones College sophomore Grace Cullinan reaches to tackle McMurtry College sophomore Jes-
sica Kelly at the powderpuff game last Sunday. McMurtry beat Jones 12-0 in their first game.

What the fox say?

Solve this mystery 
and other campus 
conundrums. 

Work for the Thresher. 
Email thresher@rice.edu.

Med Spa

Nicole is a masters trained clinical dietitian 
who specializes in nutritional one-on-one 

consultation for weight management, tailored 
to the needs of each client. She will share 

evidence-based knowledge and provide the 
necessary tools for permanent lifestyle 

changes. She welcomes patients who need 
specialized expertise in diabetes, gluten and 

other food allergies, along with complex 
nutritional needs.  www.chewsfoodwisely.com

Save 10% on follow-up visits and 
up to 50% on meal plans when you bundle.

5600 Kirby
Houston, TX 77005
713-360-6868
www.cosmeteik.com

Introducing the 
Newest Member 
of Our Team 

Nicole Graham, M.S., R.D., L.D. 
Registered Dietitian
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CAREER & INTERNSHIP EXPO
SEPTEMBER 19  ! 10 am - 3 pm

Gibbs Recreation Center
125+ Employers  !  ccd.rice.edu

MAY THE
      DDS 
BE EVER IN
YOUR FAVOR

            Platinum Sponsors           Gold Sponsors
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“I’m a high schooler. If you ‘next’ 

me, I’m reporting you to the au-

thorities.”
“I’m a high schooler. If you ‘next’ 

me, I’m reporting you to the au

Ashley, 16

•	lists	hers
elf	as	marr

ied	on	Fac
e-

book	—	to
	her	best	f

riend

•	has	a	chr
onic	fear	o

f	Joe	Biden

•	wants	to
	start	a	fro

-yo	place		

where	peo
ple	can	jus

t	hang	out

me, I’m reporting you to the au

thorities.”

Chaz, 21
•	feels	isolated	by	his	inability	to	do	long	division•	has	a	high	credit	score•	does	recreational	drugs

“I’m a rock climber, so I know what it’s like to be high.”

Dave, 21
•	has	zero	unread	emails•	was	the	first	kid	in	his		eighth-grade	class	to	have	a	Motorola	Razr
•	parents	disapprove	of		life	choices

“I’m a pre-med, but don’t worry: I won’t cheat on you, only tests.”

what it’s like to be high.”
what it’s like to be high.”
what it’s like to be high.”
what it’s like to be high.”
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what it’s like to be high.”
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what it’s like to be high.”
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what it’s like to be high.”

Sarah, 22
•	wants tobe

anastronaut

•	was neighb
orswith		Ame

rican

Idol season 1
0 sixth-place

		

finisher Case
y Abrams

•	is not a veg
an

“I work at Coffeehouse, so I can 

keep you up all night.”

Trey, 20
•	is	a	green	belt
•	writes	an	anonym

ous	online		ad-

vice	column		from	
the	perspec-

tive		of	a	middle-a
ged	housewife

•	hoping	father’s	c
onnections		

with	H&R	Block	wi
ll	land	him	a	

sweet	job

“I’m from UH, so you’ll be sur-

prised when you see my cougar.”

Claire, 20
•	went	to	Disney	World	as	a	child
•	lives	in	the	shadow	of	her	older	
sister

•	got	very	drunk	on	Beer	Bike	
morning

“You won’t be able to ‘next’ 
me when you see me in a T-shirt, 

running shorts and flip-flops.”

Donealus  
Liggins

•	makes	delicious	enchiladas
•	don’t	eat	his	enchiladas
•		if	seen	on	campus,	call	RUPD		
								at	(713)	348-6000

African-American male ap-
proximately 5 feet, 8 inches tall, 
150-170 pounds. Last seen wear-

ing a sweatshirt. Appears around 
25 years old.

“Houston is hot, so I’m always 
looking for someone to  

shower with.”

won’t cheat on you, only tests.”

Tony, 19
•	parents	are	going	through	a	
divorce

•	is	no	longer	allowed	to	travel	to	
Manitoba

•	played	the	piano	for	six	years

“I’m reasonably attractive in the 
outside world, so I’ve probably 

already had sex with you.”

 Bad dates never end … or do they? You’re 
going on eight dates. If the first one sucks, 
just say, “Next!” Kick them to the curb, and 
start over with someone new. Don’t feel bad 
for the daters who get the boot; their self-
esteem isn’t that valuable, and they get 
tetra points for every minute they last. The 
one who makes it to the end will choose: Ei-

ther go to Will Rice, or take the tetras and 
run. Be careful what you do because you  
may be next.

    Use these prospective dates to help you 
find the best Screw for your roommate. Will 
they find someone new? It’s all up to you. But 
if the date doesn’t go great, the mate will de-
cide your fate. On BP’s Next.

Your 
  Roommate

WANTED
Studio Apartment for Lease. Newly renovated, 
secured property, on bus line with easy access to 
metro rail, washer/dryer on site, Juliette  Balcony, 
soaker tub, furnished. $775 Plus Utilities. Avail-
able September 1, 2013. 832-519-3909. elleirbag-
carter@yahoo.com

Need student to take care of 3 children for 3 
hours in the afternoon. Driving required. Please 
send details to apariana@gmail.com. 

Great River Oaks family looking for “family 
assistant” afterschool homework help/driving/
errands. 3 kids, all elementary school aged. Part 
or full time. Well compensated. E-mail Anne, 
anne@geovox.com for more information.

Tutor needed for 7th grade student at local pri-
vate school.  Looking for comprehensive tutoring 

in math, science and Spanish. Potential for 2-3 
times per week/1-1.5 hours each visit.  

Technical Writer:
Part time. Pay (based on skill) . Work on projects 
related to the oil and gas industry. Needs to have 
background in Chemical or Mechanical Engineer

Willing to work within short deadlines. 5-10 Min-
utes away from Rice University. Email: arafique@
petroed.com

Elementary school tutor (4th grade) for Math, 
English, Spanish.   5 minute drive from Rice. $30 
per hour.  Call 713-269-3743

Earn up to $10,000 as an Egg Donor! Seeking 
bright, caring, healthy women, between 21-28 
with a flexible schedule! Learn more or apply at 
www.Houston.EggDonorSolutions.com or info@
EggDonorSolutions.com

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

The backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For comments or questions, please email ajw3@rice.edu. Photoillustration by Claire Elestwani.


