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EMS amnesty
policy changed
by Rachel Marcus
and Andrew Ta

Editor-in-Chief and News Editor

The medical amnesty section of
the Rice Alcohol Policy was amended over the summer to reflect the
prohibition of possession and consumption of hard alcohol by those
under 21 announced last semester,
according to Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson. The Thresher
previously covered the changes proposed to the alcohol policy in the
spring in its April 19 issue (“Changes
to alcohol policy announced”).
The amnesty policy previously
stated, “Neither the student who is
impaired or the student who is assisting the impaired student will face
disciplinary action under the Code
of Student Conduct for the possession, use, or provision of alcohol or
the possession or use of other drugs
…. This amnesty does not apply to
other prohibited conduct, including
but not limited to, assault, violence,
property damage, or the distribution
of dangerous substances, whether
legal or illegal,” according to the Rice
University website.
The new language on amnesty
reads, “Neither the impaired student
nor the student providing assistance
will face disciplinary action for the
possession, use, or provision of alcohol (see exception below) or the
possession or use of other drugs ….
Amnesty does not apply to other prohibited conduct, such as assault, violence, property damage, provision of
hard alcohol to persons under 21, or
distributing dangerous substances
(whether legal or illegal).”
Hutchinson said the changes ensure amnesty applies in a way consistent with the changes to the alcohol policy announced last semester.
The purpose of the amnesty policy has always been to place student
health and well-being as the first priority, Hutchinson said.
“The most important point of the
philosophy is that any time a student
has a friend who needs medical care,
there should be no other considerations other than to call [Emergency
Medical Services] to get that care,”
Hutchinson said. “We don’t want
students doing the calculation about
what will be covered by amnesty. If
students are calling in good faith, we
will treat them with good faith.”
Hutchinson said that, other than
this change in the amnesty section
and the changes announced last semester, no further edits were made to
the alcohol policy.
Brown College senior Karl Schaefer said he felt last year’s efforts to
gather student input fell on deaf ears.
“I was really happy with the [Alcohol Policy Advisory Committee],
and I felt like students had a lot of
input, and one of the APAC recommendations was that we should not
change the EMS amnesty policy,”
Schaefer said. “So I was definitely
surprised when I found out that it
had been changed over the summer,
and I feel like there wasn’t much student input on the issue.”
0see AMNESTY, page 5

Fireworks, speeches
and welcomes, oh my!

Fireworks welcomed new freshmen, transfer and foreign exchange students during Matriculation.
Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson, President David Leebron, Student Association President
Yoonjin Min and Association of Rice Alumni President Scott Wise gave speeches welcoming and
counseling new students.
Soorya avali/thresher

Aetna audits added to health insurance waiver process
by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

Rice University’s student health
insurance waiver process changed
for this academic year, according to
Director of Benefits and Compensation Elaine Britt.
Like many higher educational
institutes, Rice requires that all students have adequate health insur-

ance. In order to guarantee that all
students have basic health care, Rice
asks all students to provide proof of
existing coverage if enrolled.
Previously, according to Britt, this
process was managed internally by
Rice. However, this year, the waiver
process has been changed to include
an electronic auditing system, which
manages the insurance coverage and
waiver processes.

“This option was more cost-effective when compared with adding internal resources to review the student
health insurance coverage,” Britt
said. “Aetna has been the insurance
company for the student health plan
for a number of years, so it’s important to understand that we did not
change insurance providers.”
Aetna was selected to administer
the waiver process by the Student

Health Insurance Committee, whose
members include students, faculty
and staff. This method of auditing
was chosen because it provides a
more thorough check for all students,
Britt said.
“It ensures that all students
have the health insurance coverage
they need in the event they experience an injury or illness,” Britt said.
0see AETNA, page 6

Architecture student Vivan Guan, 20, dies in train accident
by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

Vivian Ziwei Guan, Sid Richardson
College junior, 20, was fatally struck by
a train around 8 a.m. on July 22 when
she crossed the tracks while riding her
bike at the intersection of Main and
Walker St., and was pronounced dead
upon EMS arrival, according to Vice
President and Senior Press Officer of
METRO Jerome Gray. She had just gotten off the northbound train and was
struck by the southbound train at the
intersection. The METRO Police Department is continuing to investigate the accident, Gray said.
An architecture major, Guan was
employed as an intern at Ziegler Coo-

per Architects, where she worked with
Rice alumnus Scott Ziegler (Master
of Architecture ‘76). According to
Ziegler, Guan was an enthusiastic, engaging and curious student, capable
of finishing any task given to her.
“I knew from my first meeting
that Vivian was on an important
trajectory to do something special
with her life because she cares about
people and the world about her,”
Ziegler said. “She had a way with
people that was so genuine, that she
made you feel special, [taking on]
each task with a sense of grace and
dignity.”
Ziegler said that Ziegler Cooper
Architects has renamed their annual scholarship to an outstanding

Rice architecture student in honor
of Guan.
“This scholarship will allow students, like Vivian, to travel the world
and see with their own eyes how inspiring architecture can build a better
world,” Ziegler said.
Will Rice College junior William
Choi led a summer house church that
Guan attended frequently. Choi said
Guan started coming this summer
and immediately integrated herself
into the group.
“She had this quirky [and] unique
personality that made you feel like
you’ve known her for a long time,
even if you only met her for the first
time,” Choi said.
0see VIVIAN, page 5

Vivian Guan
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Welcome!
Dear Thresher readers,
Welcome to the first issue of the 2013-14 school
year. You may notice that the paper has reached
your hands earlier in the week than it has in the
past. We have decided to change our production
cycle so that the Thresher comes out on Wednesdays instead of Fridays. We believe that this new
schedule will better serve you by bringing you
news during the middle of the week, rather than
late Friday when the weekend has already begun.
We are also excited to provide you with a new
and improved website (www.ricethresher.org),
which is set to debut in the upcoming weeks.
Through this new website, we will be able to bring
you up-to-date news throughout the week as well
as better photography and video coverage.
Lastly, we would like to say that the Thresher
could not happen without the work of students
just like you. If you are interested in writing,
photography or design, let us know. Working for
the Thresher is a great way to stay informed about
our campus. Email us at thresher@rice.edu if you
are interested in joining our team.
We are looking forward to a great year, and we
hope you enjoy reading the Thresher.
Sincerely,
Rachel Marcus and Molly Chiu
Editor in Chief and Managing Editor

Amnesty policy
could pose problem
The Thresher is concerned by the administration’s decision to amend the amnesty policy to exclude people who provide underage students with
hard alcohol from protection (see story, p. 1).
As we have stated in our April 19, 2013 editorial
(“Alcohol policy cuts both ways”), the Thresher
supports the decision to ban underage consumption and possession of hard alcohol. We agree
that hard alcohol poses a significant threat to the
safety of Rice students. The ideas behind the new
alcohol policy, if followed appropriately, are in the
best interest of our student body.
However, the Thresher is apprehensive about
whether the adjustments to the amnesty policy
are in students’ best interest and is concerned by
using the amnesty policy to enforce the new alcohol policy. While the alcohol policy discourages
students from engaging in dangerous behavior,
the Thresher is concerned that the amnesty policy
as amended will discourage the safe behavior of
calling Emergency Medical Services because of
the possible disciplinary consequences. Although
the change to the amnesty policy does reflect the
hard alcohol ban in the new alcohol policy, the
Thresher worries that students, especially while
intoxicated, could perceive this change as a relevant factor in deciding whether or not to call EMS,
potentially endangering student health.
The Thresher previously raised the concern
that the new alcohol policy could lead students to
consume alcohol behind closed doors more often.
The Thresher is now concerned that the updated
amnesty policy could further this potential behavior; students may be dishonest about their alcohol consumption or distrusting of other students
in an attempt to avoid the possible consequences
of not being covered by the amnesty policy. The
Thresher worries this type of behavior will act in
direct contrast to the culture of care.
The Thresher also encourages better communication between the administration and the
student body. Many students believed that the
changes to the policy announced during spring
semester were the actual policy, while the content
presented last spring was actually just a presentation of the general concepts that were to be included in the policy. While the officially changed
and full alcohol policy was released simultaneously with the changed amnesty policy, many students believed that the amnesty policy had been
changed at a date later than the alcohol policy.
As a result, many students felt that the administration was attempting to act secretly during the
summer. In the future, the Thresher believes that
a more formal and clear announcement of any
changes affecting student life could greatly aid
the entire campus in avoiding misunderstanding.
Furthermore, although the Thresher understands the administration has a responsibility to
protect the safety and reputation of the university
as a whole, the Thresher hopes the administration
will consider student opinion more when making
decisions that impact student life in the future.
Most importantly, the Thresher encourages
students to prove us wrong and act responsibly. If
any student is in need of emergency medical assistance, the Thresher cannot stress how important
it is that another student call EMS without hesitation regardless of any potential consequences.
The cost of not calling could be much greater than
any consequences that could result because of the
changes in the amnesty policy.

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the
piece’s author.

Rachel Marcus
Editor in Chief
Molly Chiu
Managing Editor
news
Andrew Ta Editor
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op-ed
Theresa Masciale Editor

I first want to once again welcome the Class
of 2017 (and any exchange or transfer students)
to Rice University. For all returning students:
Can you believe how fast the summer flew by? I
feel like just yesterday I was packing up my boxes to leave campus — yet somehow Orientation
Week has already ended and classes are kicking
off. I’m excited for this year for many reasons, especially because this year is so important in taking the first steps to truly mold and shape Rice’s
second century. The Centennial has officially
passed, and we need to step up as a community
and take charge of our student vision for these
next 100 years.

Yoonjin Min
We have seen a lot of changes over the past
few months in response to student advocacy.
From new computers in Fondren Library to
the creation of a Student Wellbeing Office, the
Student Association has seen many concerns
addressed both efficiently and effectively. We
secured space for entrepreneurship on campus
and are kicking off an assessment of studentlife space to continue pushing for a new student
center. We will carry on projects related to campus resources into this next year, while also exploring a broad range of other topics.

A previously tabled discussion regarding the
flexibility to drop classes will be incorporated
into a broader academic conversation about various aspects of the undergraduate curriculum.
We will be following up with a campus safety
assessment as well as ensuring environmental
projects that were previously funded through
the Rice Endowment for Sustainable Energy
Technology will still be viable. However, we still
want to be proactive in identifying initiatives as
we move into the new year. As the year progresses, please reach out to your college senators with
your concerns.
I envision a Student Association that works
together — all of us, not just elected and appointed officers — to advocate for our priorities. I would love to see task forces composed
of “concerned citizens” who have a stake in
the conversations that occur. True collaboration between students can only contribute to
the collaboration between the students and
the administration, staff and faculty. To do
this, our student body needs to be passionate
and dedicated.
All in all, I am incredibly excited to see what
this year will hold. I cannot wait to welcome
our 44 new student representatives as they are
selected over the next few weeks. (Quick plug:
sa.rice.edu/nsrs for information and the application.) I plan to use the “State of the Yoonjin”
from time to time to update the student body on
current initiatives and provide more color to different happenings on campus.
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Yoonjin Min is president of the Student
Association and a Jones College senior.

Students must stand against cutting
evolution theory from Texas textbooks
The Texas State Board of Education will spend
the next three months debating whether or not
Texas students should learn about the theory of
evolution in their biology classrooms. Starting in
September, the board will begin holding public
hearings in which it will decide whether or not
to adopt new science textbooks and what those
textbooks should contain.

Zack Kopplin
Whenever science textbooks and standards
are discussed, creationists attempt to undermine the teaching of evolution. Texas is one of
the worst states when it comes to this topic, and
there is a long history of creationists attempting
to challenge the teaching of evolution in Texas.
The State Board of Education attempted to insert
the “strengths and weaknesses” of evolution into
the science curriculum in 2009. State Board of
Education President Barbara Cargill, a creationist, wants to have “another side to the theory of
evolution” taught in public school classrooms.
There is no “other side” to the theory of evolution. Evolution is an overarching theme behind all of biology and affects a broad range of
fields from agriculture to medicine. Phrases like

“strengths and weaknesses” or “teach the controversy” are just weasel words meant to sneak creationism or unscientific challenges to evolution
into public school science classrooms.
This is wrong. It harms students in public
schools who will not get the high-quality science
education they need to attend schools like Rice
University. It is also a fundamental violation of
the First Amendment to sneak religion into a public school science classroom.
This year, the creationists are at it again. They
are trying to weaken the teaching of evolution in
the science textbooks. The State Board of Education appointed creationists to the committees
meant to review and edit the textbooks. Because
of this, we will likely see creationists, with the
support of Cargill, urging the board to either
throw out all of the biology textbooks that teach
evolution, add disclaimers to textbooks, or edit
sections to weaken the teaching of evolution.
Because Texas is a large purchaser of textbooks, it is even more vital that we make sure
the board adopts good science textbooks. The
textbooks Texas adopts are used all around the
country, and if Texas adopts subpar textbooks, it
will affect students in every other state.
Rice students should get involved. Follow the
Texas Freedom Network and sign its petition urging the State Board of Education to adopt science
textbooks that actually teach science or show up
Sept. 17 and testify in support of good science at
the Texas Education Agency in Austin.
Zack Kopplin is a
Hanszen College junior.
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Gift funds Institute for the
Study of Religious Tolerance
by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

Rice University has received a $28.5 million
gift from Milton and Laurie Boniuk in order to
establish the Boniuk Institute for the Study and
Advancement of Religious Tolerance, according
to President David Leebron.
Leebron said the purpose of this institute is to
conduct research and outreach with the ultimate
goal of finding innovative ways to understand
and strive toward religious tolerance.
“We provide a great environment because of
the religious diversity of our student body,” Leebron said. “Almost every major religion is represented in our student body, [which allows the institute] to have a role in fostering dialogue both on
campus and off. It will be taking advantage of our
diverse and smart students to talk about things
like religious tolerance.”
The Boniuk Institute will focus on outreach,
dialogue and K-12 education in the area of religious tolerance by bringing speakers to Rice,
sponsoring various courses and bringing conferences to Rice, Leebron said.
Once built, a new social sciences building will
house the institute, but in the meantime, on-campus space will be allocated, according to Director
of the Boniuk Institute Elaine Howard Ecklund.
The institute is sponsoring two classes for this
semester, Ecklund, a professor of sociology, said.
SOCI 412: Perspectives on Religious Tolerance
in an Intolerant Age, co-taught by Ecklund and
professor of philosophy Donald Morrison, aims
to introduce students to the perspectives on religious tolerance. FWIS 125: Lethal Religion: When
Faith Hurts, taught by Anna Smith Fine Senior
Lecturer in Jewish Studies Shira Lander and Watt
J. and Lilly G. Jackson Professor in Biblical Studies
Matthias Henze, aims to explore the connections
between religion and violence.
The goal of the Boniuk Institute is to expand
the resources used and fostered by the Boniuk
Center established at Rice in 2004 by a $5 million
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gift from the Boniuks, Ecklund said. The institute
will focus on academics and will expand on the
current center.
“We want to do cutting-edge research on the
conditions under which religion leads to violence
and the conditions under which religion leads to
peace,” Ecklund said. “We want to study the diversity of religious traditions both nationally and
globally, and we don’t want to leave our research
in the ivory tower, and we want to make sure it
gets more broadly into the hands of the people it
can help and do good for.”
Ecklund said the previous Boniuk Center focused heavily on outreach among youth in the
Rice and Houston community. It held programs
that took students to sacred sites around Houston, sponsored an essay contest and increased
local art installations.
“This extraordinary endowment will allow
us to take this institute and really expand the
activities, focusing on community engagement
and cutting-edge research around the issue of
religious tolerance as well as community involvement through potential courses that can be used
nationally on related topics,” Ecklund said.
On Nov. 4, the Boniuk Institute is sponsoring
Scott Appleby, the John M. Regan Jr. Director of
Notre Dame University’s Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, to speak at major lectures
at Rice, Ecklund said. Appleby is regarded as the
world’s foremost scholar in peace studies, Ecklund said. The institute aims to sponsor similar
engagement activities each semester.
Baker College senior Parker Eudy said he is
excited for the institute.
“I hope to see a greater presence of the Boniuk
Center on campus,” Eudy said. “With the dramatic
increase in funding, the center will be able to significantly increase its impact on improving religious literacy and promoting tolerance of different
faiths. I hope the center provides more venues and
opportunities for undergraduates such as myself
to become involved, whether it be through dialogue, research, lectures or community service.”

Students on campus

Rice reacts to rankings
After two years at No. 1, Rice dropped to No. 2 for “Happiest Students”
in the Princeton Review’s “The Best 378 Colleges” rankings, while rising
from No. 2 to No. 1 for the fifth time in the “Best Quality of Life” category.
“I feel like we haven’t gotten that much less happy. A lot goes into the rankings, so maybe we’ll be
#1 again next year.”
- Duncan sophomore Ashley Buchanan
“Because it’s such an academically ranked school,
I didn’t expect it to really be as happy as it is. It already feels like home!”
- Duncan freshman Iqra Dada
“I think Rice is really trying to improve our resources,
so I don’t see why we would have gone down in happiness while we’re trying to make improvements. I think
the college system helps make everyone feel welcome.”
- Martel senior Izzy Spanswick
“The rankings were right on. The university seems
really proud, and everyone I’ve met so far absolutely loves Rice.”
- Lovett freshman Luke Daniels
“I don’t think we’ve gotten unhappier – some other
school probably just got happier than us, and I’d say
quality of life has actually improved.”
- Hanszen sophomore Michael Fleming
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Project SAFE teaches students about sexual violence
by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

This Orientation Week, students learned
about sexual violence through a new initiative
at Rice University called Project SAFE.
Clinical counselor Kasey McKee said Project SAFE, which stands for Sexual Assault-Free
Environment, seeks to inform students about
sexual violence and to empower them to be proactive members in the community to keep the
Rice campus safe.
According to Wellness Program Specialist
Patrick Lukingbeal, Project SAFE is working in
conjunction with the Houston Area Women’s
Center.

The Rice-HAWC collaboration has existed
in different capacities for many years, such as
when the HAWC co-taught courses with Wellness Center staff, McKee said.
“Rice staff have also referred students to
HAWC services for years as well,” McKee said.
“As we’ve been refining the sexual violence
outreach over the past year and [a] half, we
wanted students to have the best information
available and thought they would be a natural collaboration. This particular team from
HAWC led a training [session] for some of
us in the well-being and counseling departments last fall, and we thought it would be
great to one day make that training available
for students.”

Project SAFE at Rice has been in the works for
the last year and a half, and future goals of the program include refining the workshops and making
them more accessible to students while sustainably growing the program, McKee said.
Advisers attended a two-hour workshop which
focused on bystander intervention while new students received a one-hour workshop. There will
be ongoing three-hour workshops offered through
HAWC for all students throughout the year, Lukingbeal said.
According to Lukingbeal, O-Week coordinators and Wellness Center staff have gone through
the three-hour workshop — which will be offered
throughout the year — and helped fine-tune it for
Rice students.

“We call it our response workshop for now,
and while lengthier, it is designed to give the
most in-depth education on supporting someone who has experienced sexual violence and
then offer students several opportunities to
practice the skills learned,” McKee said.
O-Week advisor Alexandra Krawetz said Project SAFE was a great addition to advisor training.
“The training involved topics such as the
discussion of consent and various levels of sexual harassment,” Krawetz, a Will Rice College
sophomore, said. “The training also allowed
us to apply the issues to life at Rice. We were
given different scenarios and discussed what
we could do to rectify or better the hypothetical
situation.”

School of Humanities departments relocated
Thresher Staff

The School of Humanities was structurally
modified in four ways on July 1, 2013.
The Sports Management program was relocated to the School of Social Sciences, the Department of Kinesiology was moved to Wiess
School of Natural Sciences, the Chao Center for
Asian Studies was shifted from the Office of the
Provost to the School of Social Sciences, and the
Department of Hispanic Studies was changed to
the Department of Spanish and Portuguese.
Dean of the School of Social Sciences Lyn
Ragsdale said that Social Sciences faculty were
very excited about Sports Management joining
the School of Social Sciences.
“It is a good fit, and we are working to fully
integrate the program into the School of Social
Sciences,” Ragsdale said.
The Department of Kinesiology’s move to
the Wiess School resulted mainly from changes in its curriculum since its inception, according to Dean of the School of Natural Sciences
Daniel Carson.

“The disciplines of kinesiology have evolved
significantly over the years and in their current
state are well aligned with other disciplines in
the natural sciences,” Carson said.
Carson said that the decision-making process was partially based on recommendation
by an external program review team which
conducted student interviews.
“I feel the … Department of Kinesiology’s
shift to the School of Natural Sciences is a
good move,” kinesiology major Christopher
Chu said. “Kinesiology is more aligned with
what people might think of as a natural science, rather than a humanities, as there are
many elements of biology and physics within
the discipline.”
Chu, a Hanszen College junior, said that the
kinesiology major has not changed curriculum
as a result of its relocation.
“I have not noticed any differences in the
major and I anticipate little change as I do not
think the classes will be restructured substantially,” Chu, a Hanszen College junior, said. “I
do think that the major may become more popular for those interested in health professions.”

Dean of the School of Humanities Nicolas
Shumway cited the high presence of humanities
faculty at the Chao Center as a major reason for
its relocation to the School of Humanities.
“Given these numbers, it is clear that the academic center of gravity of the [Chao Center] is
in the School of Humanities,” Shumway stated.
Shumway said the Chao Center was originally part of the Office of the Provost because
faculty felt its interdisciplinary nature might
be hampered by placing it in a particular
school. However, Shumway said faculty soon
realized interdisciplinary programs do not
need to report to central administration to be
effective.
“All Rice Schools have programs that serve
beyond their supposed disciplinary boundaries,” Shumway stated. “In fact, one of our most
effective interdisciplinary units is the Humanities Research Center whose programs include
folks from the social sciences, architecture,
music and even the Texas Medical Center.”
Asian Studies major William Otter said he
does not believe the School of Humanities is
necessarily the right place for the Chao Center.

“When you talk about the students majoring in
Asian Studies, almost all of us have a second major, and there isn’t a single academic school that
predominates,” Otter, a Brown College junior, said.
“There are a bunch of humanities kids, a bunch of
social sciences kids, and even a good number of
engineering and natural sciences majors.”
While Shumway said that this year’s Chao Center will operate identically to previous years, Otter said he worries the Center will focus research
disproportionately on humanities disciplines as a
result of its placement.
“I hope that we don’t lose our Social Sciences
support from professors and the Baker Institute
because … I think that side of the center does very
interesting work that strengthens the department
as a whole,” Otter said.
Lastly, Shumway said the rising presence of
Brazilian studies on Rice’s campus led to the Department of Hispanic Studies’ expansion to the
Department of Spanish and Portuguese.
“We’ve increased offerings in Portuguese language study, including a new accelerated course
titled ‘Portuguese for Spanish Speakers’ and study
abroad opportunities in Brazil,” Shumway said.

ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and
we're not french either. my subs just taste
a little better, that's all! I wanted to
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but
my mom told me to stick with gourmet.
She thinks whatever I do is gourmet, but
i don't think either of us knows what it
means. so let's stick with tasty!

Established in Charleston, IL
in 1983 to add to students GPA
and general dating ability.

$4.50

8" SUB SANDWICHES

All of my tasty sub sandwiches are a full 8 inches of
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest
meats & cheese I can buy! And if it matters to you,
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)

#1 PEPE®

Real applewood smoked ham and provolone cheese
garnished with lettuce, tomato, and mayo.

#2 BIG

JOHN®

Medium rare choice roast beef, topped with
yummy mayo, lettuce, and tomato.

#3 TOTALLY

TUNA®

Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions,
and our tasty sauce, then topped with cucumber,
lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks!)

$5.50

Corporate Headquarters Champaign, IL

$3.50
PLAIN SLIMS ®
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

slim
slim
slim
slim
slim
slim

1
2
3
4
5
6

Ham & cheese
Roast Beef
Tuna salad
Turkey breast
Salami, capicola, cheese
Double provolone

#4 TURKEY TOM®

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap
®

#5 VITO®

Same ingredients and price of the
sub or club without the bread.

Fresh sliced turkey breast, topped with lettuce,
tomato, sliced cucumber, and mayo. (The original)
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone,
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)

#6 VEGETARIAN

Layers of provolone cheese separated by real
avocado spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato,
and mayo. (Truly a gourmet sub not for
vegetarians only . . . . . . . . . . . peace dude!)

JIMMY TO GO ®
CATERING
DELIVERY ORDERS will include a
delivery charge per item.

J.J.B.L.T.®

Bacon, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(The only better BLT is mama's BLT)

JJ UNWICH

BOX LUNCHES, PLATTERS, PARTIES!

TW YM
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by Asiya Kazi

★ sides ★
★ Soda Pop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.65/$1.90
★ Giant chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie . . . $1.65
★ Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle . . . . $1.25
★ Extra load of meat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.50
★ Extra cheese or extra avocado spread . . . . . . . . . . $0.75
★ Hot Peppers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0.25

freebies (subs & clubs only)
Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber, Dijon
mustard, oil & vinegar, and oregano.

★ ★ JIMMYJOHNS.COM ★ ★

$7. 50

THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN®
This sandwich was invented by
Jimmy John's brother Huey. It's huge
enough to feed the hungriest of all
humans! Tons of genoa salami, sliced
smoked ham, capicola, roast beef,
turkey & provolone, jammed into
one of our homemade French buns
then smothered with onions, mayo,
lettuce, tomato, & our homemade
Italian dressing.

GIANT club sandwiches
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous
homemade french bread!

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB
A full 1/4 pound of real applewood smoked ham,
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato, & real mayo!

#8 BILLY CLUB®

Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese,
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®

Real genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham,
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato,
onion, mayo, and our homemade Italian vinaigrette.
(You hav'ta order hot peppers, just ask!)

#10 HUNTER’S CLUB®

A full 1/4 pound of fresh sliced medium rare
roast beef, provolone, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#11 COUNTRY CLUB®

Fresh sliced turkey breast, applewood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato, and mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)

#12 BEACH CLUB®

Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato, and mayo!
(It's the real deal, and it ain't even California.)

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB®
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced
cucumber, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(Try it on my 7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie
sandwich is world class!)

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB®

Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
An American classic, certainly not invented by J.J. but
definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection!

#15 CLUB TUNA®

The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one has
a lot more. Fresh housemade tuna salad, provolone,
cucumber, lettuce, & tomato.

#16 CLUB LULU®

Fresh sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato,
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™

Real applewood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce,
tomato & mayo, what could be better!

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
HOUSTON

2401 W. HOLCOMBE BLVD.

713.741.0600

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!" ®
© 1 9 8 5 , 2 0 0 2 , 2 0 0 3 , 2 0 0 4 , 2 0 0 7 , 2 0 0 8 J I M M Y J O H N ’ S F R A N C H I S E , L L C A L L R I G H T S R E S E RV E D . We R e s e r ve T h e R i g h t To M a k e A n y M e n u Ch a n g e s .
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0from
VIVIAN
page 1
Sid Rich junior Henry Anderson described
Guan as a kind, compassionate and boundlessly
happy friend.
“The weirdest and most wonderful part is that
so much of this was apparent when people first
met her,” Anderson said. “Unlike most people
where you have to spend a few months getting to
know them before you really see who they are at
a very basic level, with Vivian you could tell after
just a few conversations.”
According to Sarah Whiting, Dean of the
School of Architecture, Guan went to elementary
school in San Francisco and then moved with
her family to Auckland, New Zealand, where she
attended high school. Over the past two years,
Guan helped design a toy museum, a single family home, a museum in Galveston and a winery,
Whiting said.
“Vivian was like a sponge, made entirely of
optimism: absorbing everything around her and
radiating possibility,” Whiting said at Guan’s memorial service held June 26 at Rice Memorial Chapel. “The tragedy that happened this week was
having that possibility cut short.”
Guan’s home church in San Francisco hosted
a memorial service for her family and friends,

0from
AMNESTY
page 1
Schaefer said he would have appreciated students being included in a discussion on the amnesty policy.
“That being said, the new amnesty policy does
fit with the goals of the new alcohol policy,” Schaefer said. “I think that it makes sense, but I just wish
it would have been part of the discussion before
the end of last semester.”
Hutchinson said that he understands students’
confusion regarding when both the alcohol and
amnesty policies were formally changed.
“I understand the perception that, because we
spent the spring talking about the alcohol policy
and not the amnesty policy, it looked like [changes
to both policies] happened in sequence, but they
actually happened simultaneously,” Hutchinson
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Fondren receives new
technological resources

Whiting said. Rice University, in conjunction with
the Dean of Undergraduates and the masters of
Sid Rich, are working to arrange a memorial open
to the Rice community planned for Friday, Sept. 6
at 4 p.m. in the Rice Chapel with a reception afterwards at Sid Richardson College.
McMurtry College junior Ellen Marsh said
Guan has taught her to live creatively.
“During studio lectures, Vivian would make
these tiny origami hearts or stars and tap you on
the shoulder, have you close your eyes, and drop
them in your hands,” Marsh said. “I kept every
paper gift she made, [and it] reminds me to think
originally no matter what [I’m] doing.”
According to Marsh, Guan was highly involved
in the Rice community. She often volunteered for
working security for public parties as well as being highly involved in the Chinese Student Association and campuswide community service
events including standing up for the rights of the
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community. Marsh said that Guan’s true passion was in
architectural events through RSA.
In a campuswide email July 22, Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson wrote, “We all
extend our heartfelt sympathy to Vivian’s family
and friends. Please remember that it’s important
that we support and comfort one another as we
grieve, and the Rice Counseling Center is always
available to students for additional support.”

by Sana Yaklur
Thresher Staff

Fondren Library received 14 new computers and a host of other technological improvements through a joint effort between the Student Association and the Graduate Student
Association, according to GSA President Michael “Goat” Domeracki.
The SA and GSA met with several people
including Fondren Library’s Director of User
Experience Debra Kolah and Vice Provost and
University Librarian Sara Lowman, according
to Domeracki.
SA President Yoonjin Min said the GSA initiated discussions with the SA about graduatespecific complaints before the GSA contacted
Kolah in an ongoing effort to approach campus-wide issues together.
“Originally, we wanted to find more resources [in Fondren] for grad students, but
when meeting with [Min] and the rest of the

said. “As we worked to implement the changes
that I announced back in April and rewrote the
alcohol policy, we looked at every case—particularly those having to do with hard alcohol
issues—and that included rewriting the section that has to do with medical amnesty.”
Wiess College Chief Justice Lilly Yu said she
understood the policy review process had not
yet finished at the end of last semester even
though many students assumed the amnesty
policy would not change after last spring.
“The CJs understood the policy was still being finalized,” Yu, a senior, said. “We were not
told that the policy would not change. When
we were given a final draft of the policy to
review, we were given the chance to provide
feedback.”
Yu also said much uncertainty has stemmed
from whether students will pay more attention
to possible repercussions when EMS is called.

“Some of the concern has been under the assumption that Rice students would [prioritize]
their own consequences over the safety of another
student, which is contrary to our culture of care,”
Yu said. “The consequences for not calling EMS
under these situations will be much greater than
calling.”
Many students also expressed uncertainty as
to how providers of alcohol will be identified.
Hutchinson said that, in situations in which
an underage student required EMS after the consumption of hard alcohol, hosts of private gatherings would be considered providers of alcohol regardless of whether or not they personally served
hard alcohol to underage students.
“If you are hosting a gathering, and hard alcohol is being served, you are responsible for that
even if you are not the person doing the service,”
Hutchinson said. “It’s your space and you’re responsible for what takes place in your space.”

SA, we realized that it was a larger problem,”
Domeracki said. “The computers that were
there were unreliable and there weren’t very
many, so it was difficult for students to find
computers to work on.”
Part of the problem with Fondren’s resources, according to Domeracki, was that the
university had not accounted for expanded
student enrollment in its consideration of resources in Fondren.
Domeraki said the SA and GSA were pleasantly surprised by all the improvements, such
as the two new catalog search computers, two
express print-only stations, new scanners and
updated study rooms, since they originally
thought only five computers would be coming.
Min said she believes the improvements
will impact students positively.
“Hopefully, the increased speed of the computers will improve flow throughout the library
as well as making the studying experience a
little more pleasant,” Min said.

Hutchinson also said that, if EMS was called in
a public space for an underage student who was
intoxicated after the consumption of hard alcohol,
the administration will take action to find out who
provided the hard alcohol.
“The first concern I have [with a situation
like this] is that someone who has become very
intoxicated has been allowed to wander off into
a public space by themselves,” Hutchinson said.
“That is going to create enough anxiety on my
part that I’m going to want to know who behaved
so irresponsibly that they did not just intoxicate
another student but also failed to watch out for
their well being subsequently. We will follow up
on [situations like that]. Any investigation, [including the involvement of SJP and potentially
masters] will occur after the fact. Our highest priority is immediately going to be the health and
safety of the student, and EMS has protocols that
we would never touch.”

Coming to College Station?
Visit us
gameday weekend!

VS

SE

10

C

J

RO

W
SE

7

AT

W
RO

VS

10

C
SE

vs

J
AT
SE

7

C

SE

10

10

J

SE

J

M
TA

AY 3
RD 201
TU 31,
SA G. ROW
AU

SA
AU TURD
SE
G.
C
31 AY
201
RO
W
3

456

E

IC

.R

bushlibrary.tamu.edu/visit

69

7

345

69

45

vs

101
112
1

s. R

13

2
11
01

91

789

7

AT

AT
SE

78

56

979.691.4000

123

Uv

U

1000 GEORGE BUSH DRIVE WEST
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77845

34

12

TA
M

5

ICE

Gigʼem!

6

NEWS

Wednesday, August 28, 2013

the Rice Thresher

Dean Carson appointed to new post Student centers combine
by Christen Sparago
Assistant News Editor

Dean of the Wiess School of Natural Sciences
Daniel Carson is expected to leave his position at
the end of this academic year.
Carson, who is also a professor of biochemistry and cell biology, will continue serving as dean
during the search for his successor and will simultaneously serve as vice provost for strategic partnerships until the end of the year, at which point
he will remain in the position of vice provost.
According to a message from President David Leebron announcing Carson’s acceptance
of this new position, the vice provost will assist
Provost George McLendon in overseeing and
coordinating the efforts to deepen the Rice’s
relationships with key partners such as the
Texas Medical Center and the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center.

0from
AETNA
page 1
“In addition, since international health plans are
so different and require so much expertise to
evaluate, we didn’t have the resources internally
to determine if their health insurance met the
compliance standards set by the U.S. government
for their student visas .... [International students]
now have the option of waiving out and [maintaining] the confidence that they are still in compliance with visa requirements.”
The site went live July 29, later than expected.
Between July 29 and August 15, Britt said 1,681
students enrolled in Rice’s Aetna student plan. In
all, there were 4,094 approved waivers and only
189 failed waivers out of 5,964 attempts.
According to Student Association President
Yoonjin Min, the SA got involved when students
complained about declined waivers and potential conflicts of interest.
“Since Aetna makes more money when waivers are not accepted (because then, students will
enroll in their insurance), they could be making
the process intentionally difficult or cumbersome
for students,” Min said.

Leebron also said in his message that a search
committee is expected to choose a replacement
dean by the start of the 2014-15 academic year.
Carson said he is excited to begin his role as
vice provost and to focus on efforts of broader impact to the university and Houston.
“The experience as dean has been invaluable
in understanding how Rice and its systems work
and the key areas where partnerships can be
built,” Carson said. “The assessment of priorities,
identification of energetic leaders and strategic
deployment of resources is a very large part of the
job. This background is essential in making good,
strategic choices for Rice and its partners.”
Carson said he intends to consult with other
Rice deans and leaders to acquire a clear understanding of their interests.
“My role is to serve and support our talented faculty and students in the best way I can,”
Carson said.

However, Britt said there is no conflict of interest in this process because Rice still retains
control of the waiver process.
“Aetna is only administering the waiver process for us based on the criteria we have set,”
Britt said. “We can intervene at any time, and we
are monitoring the waivers and audits daily.”
Brown College sophomore Spencer Seballos, whose waiver was initially denied and
later accepted, said the entire process was unnecessarily stressful.
“My health insurance, which is through my
father’s company, had not changed from last
year,” Seballos said. “The waiver last year was
quickly approved without issue …. When I received the denial, I immediately wanted to know
why this was rejected. Since nothing changed on
my end, it had to be on Rice/Aetna’s end.”
Seballos said he had to fill out additional
forms to prove his health care coverage complied
with the Rice requirements.
McMurtry College freshman Minoti Kale said
the process was smooth and easy to complete.
“After reading what some people on [Facebook] had written about the time and trouble it
took for their waivers to get accepted, I really didn’t
expect mine to get accepted in a day,” Kale said.

to form Wellbeing Office
by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

The Wellness Center and the Office of
Student Development and Retention have
combined to form one new office — the Student Wellbeing Office.
According to Associate Dean of Undergraduates Donald Ostdiek, the new center’s
broader concept is combining individual
problem solving with health education.
Dr. Kurt Cousins, a psychiatrist, was
hired in July to become the director of the
office. However, he is no longer with the university, according to Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson.
“We did not have a good fit,” Hutchinson
said. “We place a high priority on providing
care for our students, and we believe this
change will provide the best level of service.”
Dr. Timothy Baumgartner is currently
serving as the director of the office. Hutchinson said the university will carefully consider the best options for the center in hiring a
new director. He said Rice will continue with
its commitment to providing access to psychiatric services.
The center will be an evolution of wellness where three new social workers will be
working to reach students personally and in
small groups, Ostdiek said.
“Really, it’s an evolution beyond having
separate offices for these things … beyond
just offering education,” Ostdiek said.
The social workers have a background
in mental health, according to Director of
Student Development and Retention Kate
Noonan.
“They’re able to really help students
problem solve,” Noonan said. “They’re going to be very accessible and they will be
able to really sit down and talk to students
one-on-one and get them connected to resources at Rice and have them learn about …
options at Rice or off campus. Because they

15001 10x4 ad.indd 1

have that background and training, I think
we’re able to do some different kind of work
with students one-on-one.”
The social workers will have the flexibility to go to the residential colleges and
graduate housing during the evenings, Ostdiek said.
According to Noonan, the social workers
will have a more informal and organic relationship with students by having meals with
them. Possible duties include attending college government meetings, working in conjunction with the Rice Health Advisors and
holding small group discussions.
Wellness Program Specialist Patrick Lukingbeal said the key messages of the new
center are being approachable, accessible
and visible.
“I think another big piece of our work
that we’re [doing] this year is kind of this
whole collaboration and engagement piece
with students,” Lukingbeal said.
Over the last year, Noonan and Retention
Counselor Agnes Ho listened to input from
a Student Association forum and held a discussion with Orientation Week advisers during training in April.
“I think a lot of this is a natural evolution
that comes from a lot of student input and a
lot of input from our faculty and staff that we
work with regularly as well,” Noonan said.
“It’s been something we’ve been thinking
about for quite a while and we’ve really been
paying particular attention to what students
are thinking and how we can help them.”
Will Rice College junior Petra Constable
said she thinks combining both centers into
one office will be a welcomed change.
“Their new approach on educating students on how to deal with things on their
own is also a great idea because it will definitely help to prevent more serious wellness
issues arising as a result of students not
wanting to seek help for fear of embarrassment,” Constable said.

2/25/13 11:01 AM
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ALL ABOUT
THE NEW
STUDENTS

Orientation Week brings
new surprises for the
Rice University Class of 2017.

Welcome Home

Lovett College advisors hold
signs as they welcome new students on move-in day.
Just under 100 new students moved into Lovett College this year. Photo by Anastasia Bolshakov.

Hopping Along Duncan freshmen Grant George
plays leap frog with a fellow freshman Emily Jacobson
at the Rice Rally held at Rice Stadium. Teams of four
from all colleges competed in the race to determine
college supremacy. Photo courtesy Rice Public Affairs.
Speed Demon Jones freshman Meghan Patterson
competes in a mock beer bike. Colleges threw mock
beer bikes ranging from jello scoot to broom-riding
to preview the real thing for new students. Photo by
Soorya Avali.

Racing Ahead Baker College sophomore David Smith leads senior Claudia Leon
in a mock beer bike race held in front of
Lovett Hall. Photo courtesy Rice Public Affairs.
Painting Up Jones College junior Komal
Bansal participates in a holi powder war.
Though the war itself was short-lived, Will
Rice and McMurtry’s participants found
themselves stained purple for days afterwards. Photo courtesy Rice Public Affairs.
The Beginning

Will Rice College proceeds through the sallyport during matriculation to symbolize the new students’ entrance into Rice University. Photo courtesy Rice

Public Affairs.
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A bundle from AT&T means
double the tools for learning
Get a $199.99 Samsung Galaxy Note® 8.0 tablet
with the purchase of a Samsung Galaxy S® 4 Active™

This school year, get organized,
plan study groups, and share notes
with new devices from AT&T

49999
$39999

$

19999

$

Non-commitment price.
2-yr agmt w/min monthly qualified
plan req’d. Pricing subject to change
at any time.
Special offer with qualified
Samsung Galaxy S® 4 Active™ purchase.

SAMSUNG GALAXY NOTE® 8.0 TABLET

1.866.MOBILITY

19999

$

2-yr agmt w/min monthly
qualified plan req’d.

SAMSUNG GALAXY S® 4 ACTIVE™

ATT.COM/Wireless

Visit a Store

AT&T is a Proud Sponsor of Rice Athletics.
$199.99 Samsung Galaxy Note 8.0 price includes $100 off the non-commitment price – and for a limited time an additional $200 off with purchase of Samsung Galaxy S 4 Active. Tablet pricing subject to change at any time. Add’l
$200 off offer expires 9/12/13. While promotional supplies last: Requires new 2-yr wireless agreement and qualified minimum monthly plan on each device. Two-tablet purchase limit. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you will
be charged difference between the discounted and nondiscounted price for device not returned. Equip. price & avail may vary by mkt & may not be available from all independent retailers. 2-yr Wireless Customer Agreement Terms: Subject to Wireless Customer
Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ/upgrade fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans):
If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will be automatically charged overage for add’l data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, up to $325. Restocking Fee: Up to $35 on smartphones; 10% of the sales price
of tablets. Other Monthly Charges/Line: May include federal and state universal svc charges, Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), gross receipts surcharge, an Administrative Fee, and other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges.
Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images simulated. ©2013 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. All other marks used herein are the property of their respective owners.
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METRORail hotspots

Modern Vampires of the City

UH-Downtown
Spaghetti Warehouse 901 Commerce St.
Hearsay Gastro Lounge 218 Travis St.
Market Square Park 301 Milam St.
Niko Niko’s 301 Milam St.

Georgia’s Market 420 Main St.

A+

“If you’re feeling frisky, get oﬀ at the UH stop,
cross the bayou and explore the galleries on
Walnut St. in the Warehouse District. Super
sketchy and totally worth it.”
Wiess College senior Austin Jarvis

by Benjamin huber-rodriguez
Thresher Staff

Preston
“[Go to] Preston station and head to Market Square Park.
Meet up there at 7 p.m. the last Friday of every
month for Critical Mass, which is when hundreds
of people bike around Houston together.”
McMurtry College junior Shane Alpert

Bombay Pizza Co. 914 Main St.

Main Street Square

Forever 21 1201 Main St.

Discovery Green

Guadalajara 1201 San Jacinto St.
House of Blues 1204 Caroline St.

Downtown Transit Center

CoCo’s Crepes 218 Gray St.

Ensemble/HCC
Natachee’s 3622 Main St.
Double Trouble
Tacos A Go-Go 3704 Main St.
Julia’s Bistro
Breakfast Klub 3711 Travis St.

Wheeler Station

Houston’s hottest club is the Breakfast Klub.
Get oﬀ the metro at Ensemble/HCC, walk a
couple of blocks south and bam! You’ve got
waﬄes, grits and all sorts of classic H-town
soul food.
McMurtry College junior Kelsey Walker

Contemporary Arts Museum 5261 Montrose Blvd.

Museum District
Bodegas Taco Shop 1200 Binz St.
Fine Arts Museum 5601 Main St.
Museum of Natural Science

Hermann Park/Rice U
Memorial Hermann Hospital

Reliant Park

Just one month after Rice’s 2013 spring semester,
Vampire Weekend released its best album yet and potentially the best album of 2013. Modern Vampires of
the City continues the band’s signature style and carries with it a whole host of new influences, from scat
to 90s gangsta rap to hymnals. But as the band members approach their 30s, themes of aging and maturity
take their content in a dramatic and bold new direction, something unseen on previous albums.
Vampire Weekend’s 2008 self-titled debut record
was met with wide critical acclaim for its unique
afro-pop sound and vivid imagery, detailing the New
England adventures of the band’s four young Columbia University graduates. 2010’s Contra moved
the band’s sound to a slower, more spacey dimension, telling stories of traveling, places, people and
the idea of being famous in one’s 20s. Modern Vampires of The City, which took the band an admittedly
long time to write and record, reflects on the band’s
younger years and faces the challenge of growing up
and being an adult in the youth-centric 21st century.
Together, the three albums make a nice trilogy.
The beginning of Modern Vampires is riddled with
fear and anxiousness. Lead single “Diane Young” (as
lead singer Ezra Koenig stated: “The world doesn’t
need a song called ‘Dying Young.’”) describes a youth
who leads her life to the fullest, dangerous as that
may be. The fast pace and unpredictable dynamics
suitably frame the song as a wild drive through the
night. Young agnostics debate the existence of God
and what that means for them in “Unbelievers.” As
Koenig states, “What holy water contains a little drop,
little drop for me?” The song is ironically (or not) driven by the familiar bleating of a church organ. “Don’t
Lie” discusses the sadness and confusion that comes
with death at an early age, all while remaining calm
and thoughtful in a reflection on the post
mortem
shock we all feel when a loved one has been cut down
too soon. Despite the weight of these messages, the
band never sounds like it is lecturing; rather, it is describing a feeling familiar to its generation.
Although Vampire Weekend keeps the theme of
youthful anxiety present throughout the album, its
flair for the descriptive remains abundant. “Hannah
Hunt” details the dissolved relationship of two lovers who seek out the West Coast as a possible savior
for their struggles, taking the listener with them to
Providence, Phoenix, Waverly, Lincoln and Santa
Barbara. The song’s coda is a high point on the album. The music breaks from the low-key bass and
toms and erupts into a piano- and organ-driven burst
of untapped energy while Koenig shouts “If I can’t
trust you, then damnit Hannah, there’s no future,
there’s no answer!” The familiar fear of an uncertain future proves to be the couple’s downfall. “Worship You” is an homage to the group’s hometown of
New York City, which is described as a “city with the
blessing of a never-ending grace upon it.” The song’s
quick pace and scat-style lyrics embody the energy
and hustle of downtown Manhattan.
0see Vampires , page 12

golden dragon

THE
WEEKLY
SCENE
Ellen’s picks for this
week’s best events outside
the hedges. Time to explore
the wonderful world
of Houston.

Miller Outdoor Theatre, the
neighborhood’s best location for
free and classy events, is upping
the ante with Friday’s Golden
Dragon Acrobat show. Come let
this award-winning Chinese acrobatic troupe spellbind you with
acrobatics, dance, contemporary
music and theatricality. The performance will be Friday, Aug. 30
at 8 p.m., and seating, as always,
is free on the hill.

Miller outdoor theatre
600 Hermann Park Dr.
milleroutdoortheatre.
com

improv
Houston’s best-known improv
epicenter, Station Theater, is
at it again. This Thursday’s
show will feature Structure,
which is made up of 10 comedians exploring human nature
and the absurdity of life, all
based on one audience suggestion. Opening for them is
Youngblood’s, Station’s own
up-and-coming talent. The
show is Thursday, Aug. 29 at
8:30 p.m. Admission is $6.

Station Theater
1230 Houston Ave.
www.stationtheater.com

cirque de
awesome

free yoga

Ooh la la! Cirque de la Symphonie is pairing with the one
and only Houston Symphony.
Daredevil aerial artists, acrobats, strongmen and jugglers
take the flair of the circus to the
beautiful tunes of the music hall.
Shows are at 8 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, Aug. 30-31, and at
2:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 1. Tickets start at $25.

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, India House Houston and
Asia Society Texas Center are
combining for a cultural and
completely free yoga practice
led by H.R. Nagendra, a yoga researcher and former NASA employee. A lecture on Thursday at
India House will be followed by
a yoga practice at 8 a.m. Friday,
Aug. 30 at the Lillie and Hugh
Roy Cullen Sculpture Garden.

Jones Hall for the Performing arts
615 Louisiana st.
houstonsymphony.org

Lillie and hugh roy cullen
sculpture garden
1001 Bissonnet
www.mfah.org
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FALL TV PREVIEW
Hostages

New drama on CBS
Starts Monday, Sept. 23 at 9 p.m. CDT

Premise

When surgeon Ellen Sanders (Toni Collette)
and her family are taken hostage by rogue FBI
agent Duncan Carlisle (Dylan McDermott),
Sanders is given an ultimatum: Kill the president and risk her career or save his life and let
her family die. What’s more, Dr. Sanders, who
was already scheduled to perform surgery on
the president, is told to make it look like an
accident. According to creator Alon Aranya,
this show is based on a never-produced Israeli
show by the same creators.

Verdict

I would accept getting taken hostage by this
new drama.

Modern Family

Returning comedy on ABC
Starts Wednesday, Sept. 25 at 8 p.m. CDT

Premise

This Emmy- and Golden Globe-winning series
returns for another chance at breaking hearts,
mending lives and turning upside down our
definition of a family. This season promises a
break in the family with the introduction of a
new male nanny for baby Joe Pritchett-Delgado. Executive producer Christopher Lloyd describes the character as an energetic Midwestern guy who “doesn’t want to just take care of
the baby. He wants to sort of revive the entire
household, which leads to some territorial
clashes with Jay and Manny.”

Verdict

This big (straight, gay, multicultural,
traditional) family can handle anything we
throw at it.

How I Met Your
Mother

Returning comedy on CBS
Starts Monday, Sept. 23 at 7 p.m. CDT

Premise

In this Emmy Award-winning show, we follow the life of Ted Mosby as he recounts his 20s
and 30s to his kids. This season adds Cristin Milioti as a series regular, changing the cast lineup
for the first time in nine years. Although this season may reveal itself in slightly haphazard flashbacks, the audience is in for the greatest reveal of
the show: the mother to Ted’s kids.

Verdict

After nine years, we’re finally going to find out
who the mother is. This truly is the mother of
all shows.

The Blacklist

New drama on NBC
Starts Monday, Sept. 23 at 9 p.m. CDT

Premise

Raymond “Red” Reddington (James Spader) is
a government agent turned FBI’s Most Wanted. When he surrenders himself in exchange
for using his connections to hunt down mobsters, spies and international terrorists, the
FBI turns upside down. The catch? Red refuses to communicate with anyone except Elizabeth Keen (Megan Boone), a naive FBI agent
who has yet to prove herself in the field.

Verdict

Keen needs to convince both herself and her
colleagues that she can handle high-profile
cases and take down Red’s blacklist in order
to survive in the FBI, but she won’t have to
convince you of her intelligence. This is one
premiere that needs to be on your list.
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By Dixita Viswanath

Brooklyn NineNine
New comedy on Fox

Starts Tuesday, Sept. 17 at 7:30 p.m. CDT

Premise

Andy Samberg, class clown, is now a cop?
Samberg plays the role of NYPD Detective Jake
Peralta, a hipster cop who is told to grow up and
“respect the badge” by his new boss. Combining
a great cast and witty jokes, this show’s characters will stand out from every other cop show.

Verdict

Don’t we all wish we could make our own rules?
If I took Peralta’s attitude, it would probably result in flunked classes and endless Netflix marathons. It might just be his attitude that makes
this show.

New Girl

Returning comedy on Fox
Starts Tuesday, Sept. 17 8 p.m. CDT

Premise

Jessica Day is an offbeat elementary school
teacher who, after a bad breakup, moves into
an apartment with three young men she’s never
met before: Nick, Schmidt and Winston. In
this season of the returning Emmy-nominated
series, we see our lovable gang in new adventures, including a run-in with the police, a
romantic rendezvous in Mexico with starring
couple Nick and Jess, and a peek into Winston’s
deep, dark past.

Verdict

Jess may not be the newest girl on TV anymore, but this season will definitely not make
her old news.

Boardwalk Empire
Returning drama on HBO
Starts Sunday, Sept. 8 at 8 p.m. CDT

Premise

What would you do with enough money
and swag to make you king? Mobster Enoch
“Nucky” Thompson, ruler of Atlantic City, New
Jersey, knows exactly how to deal with mobster-rivals, corrupt politicians (is there another
kind?) and inner-city gangs. Set in the 1920s,
this year’s season of Boardwalk Empire will
start in February 1924 and introduce the newest threat to the delicate balance of power: Dr.
Valentine Narcisse, the most powerful gangster
in Harlem. Much like a war, it is hard to say
exactly how everything will play out until the
dust settles.

Verdict

Flappers, illicit booze and enough money to
swim in? Count me in.

Almost Human

New sci-fi drama on Fox
Starts Monday, Nov. 4 at 7 p.m. CST

Premise

Set 35 years in the future, Almost Human tells the
story of a society in which crime is fought by not
just humans, but also human-robot teams. When
Detective John Kennex wakes up from a coma, he
is forced to cope with prosthetic limbs, post-traumatic stress disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder, difficult work relationships and, of course,
his android partner whose disability is that he is
equipped with human-like emotional responses.
This tale of a “good robot” is brought to you by J.J.
Abrams and is unlikely to disappoint.

Verdict

With a leading cast from Star Trek (2009), Friday
Night Lights and Pirates of the Caribbean, Almost
Human is likely to be a big hit—if it can displace
fans from The Voice or How I Met Your Mother.

Thresher Arts & Entertainment
write about what you love. get paid.
thresher-arts@rice.edu

Med Spa

Introducing the
Newest Member
of Our Team

Nicole is a masters trained clinical dietitian Nicole Graham, M.S., R.D., L.D.
who specializes in nutritional one-on-one Registered Dietitian
consultation for weight management, tailored
to the needs of each client. She will share
evidence-based knowledge and provide the
necessary tools for permanent lifestyle
changes. She welcomes patients who need
specialized expertise in diabetes, gluten and
other food allergies, along with complex
nutritional needs. www.chewsfoodwisely.com
Save 10% on follow-up visits and
up to 50% on meal plans when you bundle.

5600 Kirby
Houston, TX 77005
713-360-6868
www.cosmeteik.com
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vampires
page 10
One facet of Modern Vampires that
reveals itself on repeated listens is the
importance of all four band members.
Chris Tomson’s percussion sets the tone
for every track, whether it be the shotgun triplets on “Worship You” or the
snare-rolling death march that creates
the eeriness of “Hudson.” Chris Baio’s
bending, bouncing bass notes give “Everlasting Arms” the warm, encompassing feel the lyrics describe, and his fuzz
on “Finger Back” makes the track one of
the album’s edgiest rock outputs. And
Rostam Batmanglij, who co
-produced
the album and is responsible for sounds
ranging from synths to strings to lead
guitar, creates the anthemic, ethereal feel of “Ya Hey” with his baroque
style arpeggios and adds much-needed punch to “Diane Young” with his
sprawling, frantic guitar solo.
But it is Koenig’s lyrics that elevate
Modern Vampires from an excellent
indie-pop record to a transcendent album for the ages. And nowhere in Vampire Weekend’s catalog has he penned
more eloquent and pensive lyrics than
on the gorgeous standout single “Step.”
Place names and their relevant associations are beautifully linked together
like the lines of a forgotten haiku, all
while Batmanglij tiptoes Pachelbel's
Canon on harpsichord. Then the chorus breaks, and Koenig heartbreakingly
prepares for the beginning of adulthood: “The gloves are off, the wisdom
teeth are out / ... I feel it in my bones,
I feel it in my bones / I’m stronger now,
I’m ready for the house / Such a modest mouse, I can’t do it alone.” The
album’s best line and perfect summation, however, comes in the final verse.
“Wisdom’s a gift, but you’d trade it for
youth.” Damned if Vampire Weekend
doesn’t have both.

Explore Rice Public Art

Rice’s unique art installations at a glance
“Think,” 2012 (Dana
Frankfort)

“Mirror,” 2011 (Jaume Plensa)

“Twilight Epiphany,” 2012 (James Turrell)
To complement natural light, this space
projects an LED lightshow onto its ceiling
to provide a location for contemplation and
reflection.

This painting,
housed in the BioScience Research Collaborative, has content
that differs depending
on the viewer’s perspective. Due to the
application of layers
of acrylic paint, the
letters in “Think” fade
or come into focus as
the viewer moves.

These two figures sit as if in
conversation, reflecting each
other’s dreams and wishes
and leaving room between
each other for viewers to
enter into and interact
with the dialogue. This
dialogue and interaction comprise the most
important components to
understanding different
cultures, as depicted by
the letters of various alphabets.

“Endeavor,”
2008 (Lino
Tagliapietra)

“Lift,” 2009 (Aurora
Robson)

The nine
differentcolored glass
boats that float
over Fondren’s
main entrance represent the passage to
knowledge that a library and university can
afford its students. Each boat is the same
size but subtly different in appearance.

These five orbs
made of recycled
plastic and solarpaneled motors
represent an alien
universe. As they rotate,
the orbs reflect the light to
demonstrate the energy and dynamism associated with physical motion and outer space.

“Again, the Tree,
Knot, Flower, and
Me,” 2010
(James Surls)

“Edgar Odell
Lovett,” 2012
(Bruce Wolfe)

This statue combines elements of
nature to explore the
nature of humanity. The
flower motif represents
humanity’s softer side,
while the bare branches
portray a starker side.
The knot in the middle
represents the mind itself
and all its complexities.

“Radiant Pathway,” 2010 (Leo Villareal)
This artwork, located in the BRC, consists
of 92 LED lights that flash up to 16 million
colors in a pattern that never repeats. Inspired
by the work of John Conway, who invented the
best-known cellular automata program, these
lights represent the brain’s desire to understand and Rice University’s role as a center
of learning.

Commissioned as
part of the Centennial, this sevenfoot-high statue
glorifies Rice’s first
president and the vision and dedication
he brought to the
university. Dr. Lovett
is depicted here as a
younger man.
Illustrations by Lydia Smith

FRESHMEN:
Are you eager to be a Rice Engineer?
Or just want to learn more about engineering?

ENGINEERING
LIFTOFF!
The Liftoff is a fun, active challenge to expand your
leadership abilities. You’ll meet older engineering
students who will mentor you through the day’s
activities. Find more information and registration at
rcel.rice.edu/liftoff

Saturday, September 7
12:30–6pm

WIN AN
IPAD 2!

DETAILS ONLINE AT
RCEL.RICE.EDU/LIFTOFF

Find out how you can earn RCEL’s
Engineering Leadership Certificate at
rcel.rice.edu/certificate

Med Spa
1/2 Price

Laser Hair Removal
Exclusively for
Rice University
Staff, Faculty
and Students

10–1 Monday through Friday
Lip or chin package of 5 for $200
Bikini or underarm package of 5 for $400
Call for pricing on other areas.

5600 Kirby
Houston, TX 77005
713-360-6868
www.cosmeteik.com
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The Rice and A&M Rivalry: A Timeline
By Alex Weinheimer
Thresher Staff

After playing high schools and small universities during its first two seasons, Rice
University joined the Southwest Conference in 1914, alongside the University of Texas,
Oklahoma University, Oklahoma State University, Southwestern University, Baylor University, University of Arkansas and Texas A&M University. Because of its close proximity,
A&M quickly became Rice’s biggest rival. The teams faced each other nearly every season
until the conference was disbanded in 1995. Rice accumulated 27 wins, 50 losses and
three ties. Rice enjoyed its longest winning streak at 10 games from 1945 to 1954, while
A&M currently has its longest winning streak of 15 games dating back to 1980 when Rice
last defeated A&M.
For decades, the matchup was highly anticipated and surrounded by much fanfare.
Parties, dances, parades, rallies and bonfires were prevalent across the Rice campus and
around Houston. For nearly three decades after the rivalry began, pranks were commonplace leading up to the game. It began with the kidnapping of Rice’s owl mascot.

1930

A small group of students painted giant fight signs on the outside
of A&M’s stadium. Word spread quickly around Rice. Before A&M
administrators knew of the incident, a group of Rice students had
drafted an apology letter and offered to pay a company to remove the paint.

1917

A&M students kidnapped Rice’s beloved owl. Rice students fundraised to hire a private investigator to track him down. The private
detective sent a telegram from College Station saying “Sammy is
fairly well and would like to see his parents at 11 o’clock.” The name
“Sammy” and a rivalry were born.

1925

Freshmen, then known as “slimes,” camped out overnight at entrances to campus to ensure no Aggies entered. They stayed warm in
the November weather next to campfires, while upperclassman made
rounds bringing sandwiches and making sure they stayed awake.

1940

A 2 a.m. raid two days prior to the game by Aggies vandalized
landmarks all across campus with red paint. The stadium scoreboard was marked with a fictitious score, Willy’s Statue was doused
in red and the inside of the Sallyport was marked with “Gig ‘em
Aggies.” An Aggie flag was tied atop the stadium flagpole, and students struggled to
remove it after discovering the pole was smothered in axle grease. There were many
unsuccessful attempts to scale the pole before a 12-year-old finally succeeded shortly
before the start of the game.

1941

Several days before the game, a stuffed owl was stolen from
campus and placed in an A&M trophy case. A car full of Rice students was sent on a recovery mission. After smashing the glass
case to remove the owl, they left small piles of rice. To retaliate, the
Aggies set their sights on lighting Rice’s bonfire early. 200 slimes stood guard around
the 50-foot log structure, while additional police cars patrolled Main Street anticipating visitors from College Station. Throughout the night before the stack was set to be
lit, multiple cars and vans full of Aggies charged the tower, although no attempts to
light it were successful. Fifteen unwelcome visitors were captured, some receiving
bloody noses in the process, and all were punished by having their heads shaved.

1943

Sammy was stolen from the field house in the middle of the
day, leading some to believe it was an inside job. The thieves took
Sammy downtown and checked him in at the Rice Hotel. The receipt was sent to the Houston Post, which published an article about the kidnapping.
Hotel manager and Rice fan Bruce Carter locked Sammy in a hidden location after
discovering the identity of his feathered guest. As Aggie fans gathered outside of the
hotel for a rally, Carter planned the mascot’s escape. Sammy was hidden in sheets,
carried on a stretcher, placed in an ambulance from Hyde Funeral Home and escorted through the Aggie crowd. Upon his return, Sammy was locked in the chemistry
building for a week, per Dean Harry Weiser’s request.

1945

Sammy was growing old and was often absent at football
games, with a look-a-like sent in his place. The week prior to the
A&M game, the real Sammy went missing from his top-secret hiding place in a paint closet, and a similar-looking owl was left in
his place. Rice students had no leads on the whereabouts of Sammy, but the growing
outrage led to the Aggies returning Sammy to avoid retaliation. Sammy and many
buildings around campus were guarded from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. by Naval trainees preparing for deployment in World War II. WWII.

1947

A group of nine Aggies approached Rice students in an attempt
to mend school relations and put an end to vandalism. Both sides
agreed to stricter punishments as a deterrent. The Rice dean of student activities recommended professors not schedule any exams during the days leading up to the rivalry game so more students could guard the campus. On the eve of the
game, a car of A&M students drove by campus shouting derogatory things at Rice. The
car broke down, and in support of the new agreement, Rice students helped fix the car
before sending them home.

13

1946

An architecture student was on an early morning walk home
when he came across four suspicious people in the Academic
Quadrangle and quickly noticed Willy’s Statue had been covered in
red paint. Supposedly, within half a minute, students were awake,
within one minute everyone was dressed, and within two, everyone was at the statue.
A search party quickly discovered a car nearby with an Aggie hat, a package with a
College Station mailing address, five clubs and cans of paint. The car was immediately
relocated to the Sallyport, covered in paint and with flat tires. Four young men, who
claimed to be high school students leaving a bowling alley, were spotted on Main Street.
After a quick interrogation, they were let go. The four were stopped again by Rice students near the Sam Houston statue at the entrance to Hermann Park and brought back
to the dorms for questioning. After proclaiming their innocence throughout an interrogation, they were released. Shortly after 6 a.m., one of the suspects was spotted at the
car in the Sallyport. He was captured and brought back to a dorm. After confessing to
the vandalism, he accepted his punishment of having his head shaved, scrubbing the
paint off the statue, and worst of all, eating Mrs. Hardy’s breakfast in the Mess Hall. He
cried.

August 31, 2013
The rivalry continues.
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Women’s soccer loses opener,
looks forward to strong season
By Nicki Chambeerlin-Simon
Thresher Staff

After a 1-0 loss to Stephen F. Austin State
University last Friday, the 2013 women’s soccer team did not kick off its season with the result it was hoping for. Despite doubling SFA’s
shots on goal, the Owls lost after SFA’s goal in
the 73rd minute.
Head Coach Nicky Adams said that with
high expectations going into the season opener, she was disappointed that the team did not
collaborate to its fullest potential.

Women’s soccer
Rice v. western
kentucky
When
Friday, Aug. 30 6:00 pm
Where
Western Kentucky

“We worked really hard at the SFA game,
but I don’t think that we worked smart enough
together,” Adams said.
Rice is bringing back major contributors,
including junior midfielders Gabriela Iribarne
and Quinny Truong as well as junior goalkeeper Amy Czyz. Sophomore attackers Lauren
Hughes and Holly Hargreaves, who together
scored 19 of the team’s 25 goals last year, are
expected to play key roles on the team. In particular, Hargreaves is carrying large expectations after winning the Conference USA Freshman of the Year award last year.
Rice also introduced newcomers Jenny

Fichera, a defender from Ann Arbor, Mich.,
and Bella Hernandez, a midfielder and defender from Westchester, Calif., last Friday.
Hargreaves said both of these freshmen are
expected to match the level the Rice women’s
soccer team has established.
“We are definitely a team,” Hargreaves
said. “The freshmen come in, and they’re not
really the freshmen — we expect them to step
it up to everyone else’s level.”
Last year, Rice took the regular-season
conference title before losing to Southern
Methodist University in the conference tournament. This year, the team has its sights set
on another conference championship and its
first NCAA bid since 2005.
Senior captain Hayley Williams said she
has clear goals for the season.
“The goal this year is to win our conference regular season play as we did last year,
but also to win the conference tournament,
which would earn us a bid to the NCAA tournament,” Williams said. “Last season gave us
a little experience with success, and we expect to carry that even further this year.”
Adams said she is looking to create another conference-winning team.
“There’s no reason why we cannot win another conference championship and make the
NCAA tournament,” Adams said.
The Owls are now focusing on the Friday,
Aug. 30 matchup at Western Kentucky University, which Rice defeated in overtime two
years ago. Though this will not be a conference game, Western Kentucky will be joining
C-USA in 2014. Four away games will follow,
and Adams said she hopes to bring home
some wins.
“The puzzle pieces are all there, but now
it’s just making sure we’re meshing them together,” Adams said.

Owls’ expectations rise as they
prepare for Johnny Football
By Daniel Elledge
Sports Editor

Rice students returned to the classroom this
week, but the football team has been on campus since Aug. 5 preparing for the upcoming
season. The Owls open their season this Saturday at Kyle Field in College Station, Texas,
where they take on an old rival, Texas A&M
University and its Heisman-winning quarterback, sophomore Johnny Manziel.
Head Coach David Bailiff said expectations
are high for the Owls this season because of the
strong finish of their 2012 campaign. After starting
last season at 1-5, the Owls won six of their final
seven games, including a win at the Armed Forces
Bowl against the U.S. Air Force Academy.
Bailiff said the Owls need to follow up their
successful season with another one, something that is unprecedented for Rice. He also
said that with the talent on this team, the Owls
should be competing for more than just finishing above .500.
“With the expectations [we have after last
season], we expect to go to bowl games now,”
Bailiff said. “We expect to go to conference
championships. It’s just not something that
you look out and think they are not achievable.
Our goal is to be 1-0 each week and work hard
at the end and see how it all falls out.”
One major factor playing into these expectations is Bailiff’s belief in the leadership
among his players. From its 7-6 team last year,
Rice is bringing back 23 seniors, including 19 in
their fifth year. Bailiff said he enjoys the level of
maturity and the sense of pride and dedication
he sees in his players.
“We have 23 seniors,” Bailiff said. “Nineteen of them are fifth-year players, so they are
invested in this program and invested in this
university, and they have provided tremendous
leadership, the things you hope for as a coach
as seniors take over.”
Redshirt junior safety Gabe Baker agreed
with Bailiff. Baker said this year feels different
and that he and the team fully believe they are

ready to take the next step.
“I kind of have the mentality that I am going all in,” Baker said. “ You have to come with
that mindset every year, but we kind of have
this different atmosphere, this different feeling as a team that it’s been unique from all the
years I have been here so far. It just creates that
much more excitement and higher expectations for what we can accomplish.”
Bailiff and Baker said there are plenty of
signs of optimism heading into the Texas A&M
game but that it will be a struggle. Texas A&M
is ranked in the top 10 in both the USA Today
coaches’ and Associated Press polls and has
not lost a home game to a non-conference foe
in five years. Bailiff said that to get prepared
for the game, the team has practiced with loud
music all week to get the players accustomed to
using nonverbal signals for audibles.
“You can’t communicate,” Bailiff said. “You
have to communicate nonverbally in those environments, so we have been piping in the music so we know we got our hand signals down.”
Baker said containing Manziel is going to
be a difficult task, especially with the loss of
senior linebacker Cam Nwosu and cornerback
Phillip Gaines. However, Baker said that with
the surplus of seniors, there is still enough
depth to help keep Manziel in check.
“We have enough experience on the back
end and the front end where we can still play
with that intensity,” Baker said. “I think we
will be able to deliver out there. We have some
great linebackers that can play, so we are still
all the more confident.”
Bailiff said the odds are not ideal but that
there are many positives to take away from this
game. He said he hopes he can look back and
see this game as a launching pad for what he
hopes to be an amazing season.
“We want to win this football game,” Bailiff
said. “Bottom line, we need to get better at what
Rice does, and that is what the non-conference
games are all about, so when we walk off that
football field, we need to be a better football
team.”

Electronics,
Have a
Problem? Rice resources

There’s a
Solution!

IT Help Desk
Monday–Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Mudd Lab 103
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ALL SHOWS
$15 with
student ID
*price available one week
prior to concert date

CIRQUE DE LA SYMPHONIE

NEW ACTS!
August 30, 31, September 1, 2013

TCHAIKOVSKY’S PIANO CONCERTO
September 12, 14, 15, 2013
Kirill Gerstein, piano

BEETHOVEN 7
PLUS RACHMANINOFF

September 26, 28, 29, 2013
Matthew Halls, conductor

JOSHUA BELL RETURNS
September 20, 21, 22, 2013

POPS Presenting Sponsor

Official Television Partner

Official Health Care Provider

Official Airline

houstonsymphony.org | (713)224-7575

15

16

BACKPAGE

Wednesday, August 28, 2013

the Rice Thresher

A Backpage
Guide to Kyle
Field

Manziel Signed Thresher
$250.00*

Kyle Field — the football home of
the Texas A&M Aggies — can be a confusing world for the uninitiated. So we
as Backpage cultural anthropologists
have taken it upon ourselves to study
the Dillon Panthers in order to understand and break down the longstanding traditions that make TAMU the
weirdest agro-military cult in Texas.
Entrance
If you somehow get very confused and arrive at the game 12 hours early, you will not
be alone in your stupidity. In fact, thousands
of A&M fans will be eagerly standing in the
stands watching absolutely nothing. This is
the Midnight Yell Practice that happens at
Kyle Field before each home game. Yes, they
practice yelling. While Rice will be celebrating Texas the right way — watching drunken
freshmen in sweaty flannel navigate the Martel Sundeck and each other’s bodies — A&M
fans will be busy practicing the linguistic
complexities of words like “Gig ’em.” Apparently, the skill is upper-level coursework and
requires constant refinement.

Halftime Show
It might be hard to tell the Mob apart from
the Aggie Band, as they both play with fake
guns, wear dumb hats and make strange
hand motions, and neither requires a instrument. Some qualities that will help you
distinguish the Aggie Band include: khaki
clothing, organization, an absence of Blues
Brothers idolization, marching and fascist
discipline.

12th Man

Real Entrance
Assuming you’re not an idiot, you will
likely arrive at the stadium many hours later
with some inclination of watching a football
game. This is a critical point in the viewing
experience, and a decision is required: Assume strategic position at either Little or Big
Round Top. Not because this has anything
to do with football, but because every game
played at Kyle Field is a military reenactment, complete with riflemen, cannons,
syphilis and thinly veiled homophobia.

TAMU Yells!
*No guarantees this will be worth anything. He may not even be playing
football this year. Amateur status is just a little too complicated for the old
sport.

long-standing tradition of blurring homoeroticism with a culture of careless drinking.
In the foreplay segment of cheering, the allmale squad asks the student fans to stand
“off the wood.” Then, the crowd receives the
stern command to “hump it.” During this act,
TAMU fans bend over their knees to maximize
their yelling potential. Just to clarify, a large
male stands on the field and instructs the
crowd to bend over and yell “Whoop!” This
ritual seems in stark contrast to the school’s
groundbreaking legislative stance on homosexuality, in which the Student Senate actually approved a measure allowing students to
opt out of funding the GLBT Resource Center.

Here are some clues that will help you to
spot and identify the famed Aggie 12th Man:
He likely wears his obnoxiously large ring
that signifies he graduated from a secondrate university. He idolizes the comedic style
of Larry the Cable Guy and borrows his life
philosophy from Bud Light commercials. His
fiancee, the seldom-noted 12th Woman, will
likely be wearing a sundress and can be identified by her shocking beauty and lack of intellect. He is not to be confused with the Rice
12th man, who can be found in the 12-person
student section.

Known in more progressive communities as acts of courtship, TAMU yells have a

The backpage is satire and written by Alex Weinheimer and Reed Thornburg. For any questions, email ajw3@rice.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS @rice.edu
WANTED
Tutor needed for Bellaire family 2-3 days
per week for 1-2 hours sessions. Strong
Math, Science and English skills required.
Mainly for 8th and 10th graders. Pay $20$30 per hour depending on skill set. If interested please email me at: Scott.B.Tiras@
AMPF.com.
Apartment Available 1005 SF in Bellaire.
Just outside 610/Bellaire Blvd. Overlooking
spacious yard, looking for very quiet student/faculty. Lease needed. $995 bills $100
per month. One resident only. 713-249-3909.
Temporary job with law firm scanning
files and organizing; some lifting and packing required. Please send CV via email
to poissant@sbcglobal.net. Need to know
Word, Dropbox, and office experience helpful but not necessary. Organizational skills
a must.
Afternoon Sitter Needed in Neighborhood.
Rice alum looking for after-school help for ten
year old son (and walk for the dog) daily from
3:00 - 4:30 p.m. No car necessary. Call Courtney Daniell-Knapp at 832-563-2186 or email
acourtneydaniell@gmail.com.

A HONDA 1988 GL1500 motorbike for giveaway to a responsible person at no charge due
to my son’s sudden death. If interested, contact tomdaniel25@hotmail.com.
Learn how to approach the medical school
interview from someone who was in your
shoes exactly 5 years ago. Package includes
personalized application review, 30 min mock
interview, and feedback. $100/package. Text/
call: 8322830459.
Studio Apartment for Lease. Newly renovated, secured property, on bus line with easy
access to metro rail, washer/dryer on site,
Juliette Balcony, soaker tub, furnished. $775

ADVERTISING

We accept display and classified advertisements. The
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take
responsibility for the factual content of any ad. Printing
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.
Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager
713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

Plus Utilities. Available September 1,2013.
Contact: 832-519-3909 elleirbagcarter@yahoo.
com
Looking for a Rice student to work part time
for a single dad with 3 kids: Monday - Friday
3pm - 7pm (every other week); also occasional
night time baby-sitting if convenient. Looking
for student who: loves kids (ages 7, 12, 15); has
avalid drivers license and auto insurance to
drive carpools; can help with homework; has
basic cooking skills; can grocery shop. We live
inside the loop, near West U. Contact Doron
Levin: Levin@law29.com
Looking for accomplished track/field athlete with or without football experience to

CLASSIFIEDS
1–40 words
41–80 words
80–120 words

$20
$40
$60

Cash, check or credit card payment must
accompany your classif ied advertisement , which must be received by 12 p.m.
on the Friday prior to publication.

train my sons 7 and 5 in sprinting and jumping
and help them maximize their potential. 2 sessions every week to start, can increase based
upon results. Will negotiate compensation.
Dave Sing 7134199113
looking for a caregiver/sitter for this summer for my 7 year old son. He has daily activities schedulesdand needs to be transported to
these activities. I need sozmeone pretty much
full time Monday through Friday from 7:30 am
to 5:30 pm. I also have a small dog that needs
to be taken to daycare in the morning. Will pay
15 dollars per hour. I live in West University.
Looking for someone to start the week of June
24th. Polly Gauthier: pgauthier@sleh.com
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