
Volume C, Issue No. 29 studeNt-RuN sINCe 1916 tuesday, may 14, 2013 

Ops                                                                 p. 2
Acknowledging achievement 
Rice students are recognized for their outstanding merit 
with prestigious awards and fellowships.

Sports                                                          p. 6
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The Thresher gives out its annual Sammy Awards for 
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Tennis at Rice, for recreational, club and var-
sity players, will soon have a new home. Con-
struction will begin this summer for the George 
R. Brown Tennis Complex, which held its ground-
breaking ceremony on May 7, according to Direc-
tor of Athletics and Recreation Rick Greenspan. 

“We’re very appreciative of the generos-
ity of the principal donors, Ralph and Becky 
O’Connor, and many others who’ve made this 
project a dream come true,” Greenspan said. 
“The tennis facility that we currently play on, 
the Jake Hess [Tennis Stadium], is many years 
old and doesn’t have most of the amenities re-
quired in today’s sports.”

According to men’s head tennis coach Efe 
Ustundag, the best thing about the new facility 
is the arrangement of the courts.

“Currently, [at Jake Hess], we have one cen-
ter court, three courts to the side and two in the 
back,” Ustundag said. “It really breaks up the 
team play. You need three coaches in three dif-
ferent places. There’s no unity. Spectators can 
have a great time watching the center court, but 
no one can watch fourth or fifth singles.”

Greenspan said the new design would al-
low spectators to go down a spine between the 
courts, see all the matches and move along with 
the competition. 

“When we’re playing on the road, the play-
ers can look [to] the right and left and get sup-
port,” Ustundag said. “Now we can produce 
that at home.”

Rice tennis player Stephanie Nguyen said 
that although the courts at Jake Hess were in 
good condition, the amenities available did not 
reflect the strength of Rice’s teams.

“The changing room facilities are also 
below par in the current facility,” Nguyen, a 
Martel College sophomore, said. “There is lim-
ited space in our team room, and when visiting 

teams come to play, we cannot provide them 
with a visitors’ changing room. The new facility 
will resolve these issues. Now, we’ll be able to 
post a bid to host large events such as the Con-
ference USA tournament and NCAA regionals.”

Greenspan said the new $8 million facility 
has 14 courts and will be located on campus in 
West Lot No. 3.

“The number of courts will enable us to have 
men’s and women’s teams practice at the same 
time,” Greenspan said. “Currently, the two 
teams have to split between Jake Hess and the 
recreation courts [behind Tudor Fieldhouse] or 
practice at different times.

Greenspan said the new courts will also 
have state-of-the-art lighting, an electronic 
scoreboard, individual scoreboards and a 
sound system, among numerous other benefits.

The new facility will reserve six courts for pro-
fessional collegiate play and will have eight courts 
open for Rice students and faculty and paying 
members of the community, Ustundag said.

“Students can’t get on the recreational 
courts today because they don’t know who’s on 
there,” Ustundag said. “With the new facility, 
they won’t have to mess with non-Rice people. 
It will make life great for students, athletes 
and the tennis community, who can access the 
courts at far better prices than at any other pri-
vate clubs in the area.”

Greenspan said the location of the cur-
rent recreational courts and Jake Hess will be 
returned to the university and that the courts 
might be demolished after the completion of 
the new facility, which has its own endowment 
for repairs and to remain current.

“Although the new facility is among the 
best in the nation, its focus is on the students,” 
Greenspan said. “It’s not the most expensive, 
nor the biggest, but it’s the building that best 
meets Rice athletes’ needs.”

Ustundag said the new facility is due for 
completion around St. Patrick’s Day but that 
the date is up to weather and other factors.

Tennis complex construction to start this summer
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After years of existing on shaky finances, 
Willy’s Pub successfully evaded closure on 
May 7 and will continue serving students for 
the coming year, according to Willy’s Pub Gen-
eral Manager Helene Dick.

 “This past fall, the Student Center official-
ly decided it could no longer afford to sustain 
further debt from Willy’s Pub,” Dick, a Martel 
College junior, said. “This debt that currently 
amounts to about $28,000 began growing con-
sistently in 2005, [when] … the Student Center 
opted to help Pub by covering … the cost of its 
federal work study subsidy and the Student 
Center administrative fee.”

Last fall, in response to the Ley Student 
Center’s decision, V & W Permits, Inc., the or-
ganization that holds the liquor license for both 
Valhalla and Willy’s Pub, gave Pub until May 7, 
2013 to demonstrate financial sustainability or 
face closure, Dick said.

Dick said that because historically, Pub 
could never afford to survive without subsi-
dies, numerous changes were made to Pub’s 
business plan to increase revenue to allow 
Pub to begin paying that fall to prevent the 
debt from enlarging.

“We had always been subsidized, one way 
or another,” Dick said. “Our goal is to encour-
age safe drinking and to provide an on-cam-
pus place to drink to prevent drinking and 
driving. Pub is supposed to be a sustainable 
system, not a sustainable business.”

On May 7, V & W reviewed Pub’s financial 
stability and passed the student-run business.

“While far from perfect, we made it,” Dick 
said in an email to Pub employees. “We’re 
paying the costs. For this spring, we’re in the 
black. Knock on wood - but we hit the bench-
mark, and that’s pretty damn awesome.”

Dick said the past year has been Pub’s best 
yet for revenue since 1999, when records began.

“We’re really proud of what we accom-
plished,” Dick said. “We’re still poor, and the 
fight is far from over. But we get to keep selling 
beer, and if we work hard, the Bud Light’s go-
ing to be flowing for a while.”

Pub passes sus-
tainability test 
to remain open

RPC Welcome 
Back Concert 
faces changes 

by Joey CappaRella
News EdItoR

Next fall’s third annual Rice Program Coun-
cil Welcome Back Concert may see some chang-
es to address lower-than-expected attendance 
for last year’s concert, according to RPC Presi-
dent Aisha Jeeva.

Jeeva, a Martel College sophomore, RPC is 
considering moving the concert outside to put 
more of an emphasis on food and activities rath-
er than the music itself.

“The impetus behind having a Welcome 
Back event was to have an alcohol-free alterna-
tive available to Dis-O, and this is what we hope 
to return to,” Jeeva, a Martel College sopho-
more, said. “Many students were unhappy with 
the concert part and believed the funds could be 
better redirected elsewhere, as it had a low turn-
out. ... One of our principal goals is to be more 
responsive to student feedback this year.”

RPC Concerts Committee Co-Chair Jacob Her-
nandez said moving the concert outside would 
also save money, as Tudor Fieldhouse charg-
es a fee to rent out the space for the concert. 

by Molly ChIu
MaNagINg EdItoR

The clouds parted Saturday morning to cele-
brate Rice University’s 100th commencement cer-
emony. During the ceremony, Rice awarded 1,801 
degrees to graduate and undergraduate students, 
according to a Rice News and Media release.

Despite the inclement weather Friday 
evening, the ceremony was held outdoors 
in the Academic Quadrangle, and students 
processed rain-free out through the Sally-
port as Rice graduates. The Rice University 
Emergency Alert System sent text messages, 
phone calls and emails to all students at 6:30 
a.m. Saturday to let everyone know the cer-

emony would be held in the Academic Quad 
as scheduled.

Under sunny skies, astrophysicist Neil 
deGrasse Tyson took the stage to deliver the 
commencement address. Tyson discussed 
how the American space program inspired 
people to innovate and explore the universe. 
He said the drive for space exploration began 
at Rice 50 years ago with President John F. 
Kennedy’s “We Choose to Go to the Moon” 
speech at Rice Stadium.

According to Tyson, in the 1960s, the 
United States was motivated to go to space by 
war and a desire to excel against the Soviet 
Union in the Cold War. Since the end of the 
Cold War, America has lost its motivation for 
pursuing space exploration, Tyson said. He 
said he hopes Rice graduates will bring back 
that desire to explore.

“In the years since we landed on the 
moon, America has lost its exploratory com-
pass,” Tyson said. “Now is the time for the 
Class of 2013 to lead the nation as Rice gradu-
ates once again.”

Tyson specializes in the study of stars and 
galaxies. He is the Frederick P. Rose Director 
of the Hayden Planetarium, and he served on 
the Commission on the Future of the United 
States Aerospace Industry in 2001. He has 
written several books about space, has host-
ed five seasons of the PBS series NOVA Sci-
enceNOW, and he hosts his own radio show 
called StarTalk,President David Leebron not-
ed in his introduction for Tyson.

During the speech, Tyson discussed his 
passion for studying space and how space 
exploration can bring a new perspective to 
life on Earth. In December 1968, the Apollo 
8 mission, the first to leave Earth’s orbit and 
reach the moon, took the first iconic picture 
of Earth from the perspective of the moon — a 
picture which Tyson said offered new insight 
about Earth.

Tyson delivers commencement speech

0see Concert, page  3

0see Grad, page  3

Courtesy riCe Media

Astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson gave the 100th commencement speech May 11. Tyson 
related space exploration and discovery to the values and ambitions graduates should 
maintain as they move into the next stage of their lives. 
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Congratulations
At the end of every year, we like to take the time 

to congratulate and thank our colleagues who 
have graduated.

Seth Brown and Ryan Gupta led the Thresher 
as editors in chief for the past year; we thank 
them for their time and dedication. 

Emily Nicholson and Farrah Madanay both 
served as A&E editors, and the office never would 
have been as entertaining without them.

Marie Walsh was our sports editor for the 

past year, and the paper would not have been the 
same without her. 

To Joey Caparella, whose dedication to 
Thresher news never wavered during his four 
years: We could not have done it without you. 

Our amazing copy editors Johanna Ohm and 
Alissa Hart made us look good.

Elena Lacey changed the paper with her 
amazing illustrations and made our work far 
more beautiful. 

Our business staff — including Julian Yao, Rick 
Song and Heaven Chen — kept the paper running.

And Anthony Lauriello never failed to keep 
the office fun and interesting as Backpage editor. 

To all of you, we wish you the best. You will be 
missed! Auf Wiedersehen!
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Awards, scholarships and fellowships 2012-13

National Science Foun-
dation Graduate Re-
search Fellowship

The National Science Founda-
tion Graduate Research Fellowship 
program recognizes and supports 
the graduate studies of outstand-
ing students who are pursuing 
master’s and doctoral degrees in 
science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics in the U.S. and 
abroad. 
Graduate student recipients:
Kim Gonzalez
Amanda Goodman
Alicia Jones
Nadia Lara
Daniel Puperi
Josue Salazar
Arturo Vargas
Senior recipients:
Carolyn Branecky
 Michelle LaComb
Joseph Huchette
Aditya Kumar
Nathan Koon-Hung Martin
Chengcheng Yang

Truman Scholarship
The Truman Scholarship was es-

tablished to recognize college juniors 
with exceptional leadership poten-
tial who are committed to careers 
in various areas of public service. 
This award provides up to $30,000 
of funding for graduate studies in 
related fields, leadership training 
and fellowship.
Recipients:
Andrew Amis

Marshall Scholarship
The Marshall Scholarship aims 

to enable outstanding American 
students to study in the United 
Kingdom, learn about contem-
porary Britain and contribute to 
the advancement of knowledge 
in British universities. The award 
provides students with two fully 
funded years of study and a pos-
sible third-year extension at any 
university in the U.K. and in any 
field.
Recipients:
Rahul Rekhi

Udall Scholarship com-
petition (honorable 
mention)

The Udall Scholarship is an 
award of up to $5,000 that is given 
to 50 sophomore- and junior-level 
college students who have shown 
commitment to careers serving 
either tribal public policy and 
healthcare, given that the student 
is Native American or Alaskan Na-
tive, or the environment.
Recipients:
Skye Kelty
Sena McCrory

Thomas J. Watson Fel-
lowship

The Thomas J. Watson Fellow-
ship is a $25,000 grant awarded 
to college graduates for a year’s 
worth of travel to pursue an in-
dependent study project of their 
proposed choice. Forty colleges 

and universities in the country are 
eligible to nominate four students 
from their institution for the award.
Recipients: 
Jenny Wen

Roy and Hazel Zeff Me-
morial Fellowship

The Roy and Hazel Zeff  Memo-
rial Fellowship is a $25,000 grant 
that funds a graduate’s indepen-
dent study project and resulting 
travel for a year. This fellowship 
is awarded to the Rice student 
who is ranked highest by the Rice 
Faculty Committee on Fellowships 
and Awards but does not receive a 
Watson Fellowship.
Recipients:
Sabrina Toppa

Barry M. Goldwater 
Scholarship

The Barry M. Goldwater Schol-
arship was established to honor 
soldier and statesman Barry M. 
Goldwater for his service to the 
country. This scholarship aims to 
foster the development of future 
scientists, mathematicians and 
engineers. It awards $7,500 an-
nually to college students who 
intend to pursue careers in these 
fields for studies in their junior 
and/or senior years.
Recipients:
Charles Adelmann
Kamal Shah
Aaron Sharpe
Ravi Sheth

Outstanding 
Senior Award
Christopher Leba
David Payne
Elizabeth Herlin
Jennifer Shafer
Jarvis Sam III
Katherine McConachie
Kathleen Barker
Kylee Talwar
Matthew Johnson
Sanjula Jain

Service Award
Sanjula Jain
Sumedh Warudkar 
(graduate student)
Kathleen Barker
Lauren Theis

Mentor Recog-
nition Award
Vice President for 
Administration Kevin 
Kirby

Rice University 
awards Scholarships and Fellowships
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“You go to the moon, you look back, and it’s 
a whole new perspective — a cosmic perspec-
tive,” Tyson said. “We went to the moon to ex-
plore, but in fact, we discovered Earth for the 
first time.”

In addition, Tyson talked about how students 
graduate with special skills and knowledge par-
ticular to their major. He said this knowledge 
would help to diversity in innovation, but should 
also serve as a reminder that their knowledge is 
just one piece of the puzzle.

“Your diploma is not a ticket to show off 
what you know,” Tyson said. “It’s permission 
to admit to yourself how much you still have 
yet to learn.”

Brown College senior Kevin Jackson said over-
all, Tyson’s speech seemed to impart a good mes-
sage for Rice graduates.

“The core of [Tyson’s] speech was hidden at 
times, but in the end, his speech sought to reiter-
ate what Rice has already told its students, which 
is that once we leave Rice, we have the potential 
and the power to impact our community, state 
and even country,” Jackson said.

Hernandez said he thinks the concert budget will 
be better utilized this year by getting food and T-
shirt sponsors.

“We are trying to reduce costs but still get the 
type of artist that we want,” Hernandez, a Sid 
Richardson College sophomore, said. “Last year, 
we had an awkward budget where the price range 
was too small to get a really good artist but too big 
to get only one not-as-good artist. We tried to go 
with both and realized that [having more than 
one artist] made the concert longer ... . By the end 
of the first act, everyone was done.”

Hernandez said he hopes this year’s concert 
will not only start earlier, but also be shorter 
overall.

“Last year’s concert ended at 9:30 [p.m.], 
and that’s way too late,” Hernandez said. “Even 
though the goal of the event is to get people away 
from the colleges, people aren’t going to stay for 
five or six hours.”

Hernandez said the decisions about these po-
tential changes would be made by himself, Con-

certs Committee Co-Chair Sophie Lin and the RPC 
Executive Council. 

RPC sent out a survey to students last fall to 
identify desired musical genres and artists, and 
RPC officers used results from the survey to come 
up with a list of potential artists for RPC to con-
tact, according to Hernandez. Hernandez said he 
hoped to announce the artist for the concert at 
least a month before the event, which will take 
place Saturday, August 24.

Wiess College junior Alexa Juarez said she 
thinks the poor attendance of the concert in the 
past was because of other events going on at the 
colleges at the same time. 

“One of the main problems is that there is so 
much going on that day, and it’s easy to forget 
about the concert,” Juarez said. “People are mov-
ing in and trying to catch up with everyone or al-
ready have dinner plans. The freshman are also 
[so] exhausted from O-week [and] Dis-O events 
that they don’t make the effort to go.”

Juarez said the potential move to an outdoor 
concert is a good idea.

“If it was in the same location as the [KTRU 
Outdoor Show],” more people would be likely to 
go because it’s not as far as [Tudor].” Juarez said. 

0CONCERT
 from page 1

0GRAD
 from page 1

Top left:
Duncan senior Abby Cor-
rington shakes President 
David Leebron’s hand at 
graduation.
Top right:
Friends and family cover 
the Academic Quad to 
watch the Class of 2013 
walk across the stage. 
Bottom:
The soon-to-be gradu-
ates watch  Neil de-
Grasse Tyson speak at 
the 100th commence-
ment ceremony. Sean lee/threSher Dante ZakhiDov/threSher

Dante ZakhiDov/threSher

Email thresher@rice.edu to get started



Sammy awardS
the

This year in theater, Rice stu-
dents showed us Shakespear-
ean equality, 19th-century 

English country homes, the Roaring 
’20s, the mysteries of death, a musical 
doomed to fail, the danger of stamp 
collecting, and much more. 2012-13 
marked a series of strong achievements 

in theater in everything from student 
works to the Rice Department of Visual 
and Dramatic Arts productions. 

After tallying the votes, the Thresher 
has awarded Sammys to audience fa-
vorites in acting, directing and produc-
tion and to the plays and musicals that 
honored their mission best.

 From the musical category, Wiess 
College Tabletop’s The Drowsy Chap-
erone dominated this year’s Sammys 
with a total of 10 awards. Runners up 
for most awards were the Rice Play-
ers’ The Mystery Plays and Baker-
Shake’s The Merchant of Venice, with 
eight and six awards, respectively. 

With such a wonderful year of the-
ater behind us, congratulations are 
indeed in order. All those involved in 
Rice’s theater productions this year 
have brightened campus with their 
unbelievable talent and demonstrat-
ed the value good theater can bring to 
a community.

Plays

Musicals
Best Lead Actor, Musical

Alex Karge
(The Drowsy 
Chaperone)

Best Play
The Mystery Plays

Runner-up: 
Merchant of Venice
Second Runner-up: 
Arcadia

Best Lead Actress, Play
Nicki Pariseau
(Merchant of Venice)

Best Lead Actor, Play
Alex Karge

(Merchant 
of Venice)

Runner-up:
Courtney Svatek 

(Arcadia)
Second Runner-up:

Clara Roberts 
(The Vagina Monologues)

Runner-up:
Carter Spires
(The Mystery Plays)
Second Runner-up:
Sean Doyle
(Arcadia)

Runner-up:
Eric Stone
The Producers

Runner-up:
Laurel Bingman

The Producers

Best Lead Actress, Musical
Megan Troxell
(The Drowsy 
Chaperone)

Best Musical
The Drowsy Chaperone

Runner-up: 
The Producers
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2013–2014 
IT College Ambassadors

Baker HanszenDuncanBrown

Emily JonikaCalebJosh

Jones McMurtryMartelLovett

David AlexKennethDaniel

Sid Rich Student AthletesWill RiceWiess

Allison MJLindaAlexa

Your IT ambassadors look forward to meeting you!

Set up your alumni.rice.edu forwarding 
address. Your Rice NetID address 
expires soon!

GRADUATING?

Joe ITguy
helpdesk@rice.edu
713-348-4357
it.rice.edu/alumni

AwArds

Production

Best Music/Orchestra
Sam Vallagomesa and Jessica Henson
The Drowsy Chaperone Runner-up:

Steven Silverberg
(The Producers)

Best Lighting Design
Zach Bielak
The Drowsy Chaperone

Runner-up:
J. Cameron Cooper

(The Merchant of Venice)
 Second Runner-up:

Matt Johnson
(The Mystery Plays)

Best Set Design
Weston Novelli
The Drowsy Chaperone

Runner-up:
Christian Hauser
(The Producers)

 Second Runner-up:
Jake LaViola

(The Mystery Plays)

Best Costume Design
Molly Cisneros and Jayme Smith
The Drowsy Chaperone

Runner-up:
Sarah Normoyle

(The Mystery Plays)
 Second Runner-up:

Macy Perrone
(Tartuffe)

Best Sound Design
Saumya Rajvanshi and Omar Tariq
The Drowsy Chaperone

Runner-up:
Joseph “Chepe” Lockett

(The Merchant of Venice)
 Second Runner-up:

Dennis Budde
(The Mystery Plays)

direction

suPPorting roles

Best Director, Play
Susannah Eig

The Mystery Plays
Runner-up:
Clara Goodwin
(Arcadia)
Second Runner-up:
Yahaira Verdejo, Leslie Nguyen and Joe Yu
(Freshman One-Acts)

Best Director, Musical
Audrey Chao

The Drowsy Chaperone
Runner-up:
Daniel Burns
(The Producers)

Best Supporting Actor, Play
Omar Tariq

(Merchant 
of Venice)

Runner-up:
John  Mendell
(The Mystery Plays)

Best Supporting Actress, Play
Becca Ashton Kellner

(The Way it Might 
Have Been)

Runner-up:
Claire Morice
(Arcadia)

Runner-up:
David Dalton
(The Producers)

Best Supporting Actress, Musical
Nicki Pariseau
(The Drowsy Chaperone)

Best Supporting Actor, Musical
John Mendell
(The Drowsy Chaperone)

CONTENT BY KAYLEN STRENCH AND ELLEN TRINKLEIN, LAYOUT BY RACHEL MARCUS



by Molly Chiu
Managing Editor

After completing the regular season of 
competition, the Rice Owls men’s and wom-
en’s track and field teams headed home to 
Rice University to compete in the Conference 
USA Outdoor Championships.

Men’s team earns sixth place overall
Senior Clayton Chaney finished first in 

the decathlon Friday with 7,678 points, a ca-
reer high and Chaney’s second consecutive 
conference championship. Chaney said he 
felt he could win the decathlon after the pole 
vault portion of Friday’s event.

“In the decathlon, anything can happen 
in any event,” Chaney said. “I kind of knew 
that I had it won after I cleared my first pole 
vault. That’s a tricky one, especially on the 
second day when your legs are tired. After I 
cleared the first bar, I could kind of relax and 
finish the meet like I wanted to.”

Chaney said winning the conference title 
in his last year at Rice made the victory extra 
special.

“It feels awesome [to be] graduating this 
year and taking home the [conference] title 
at home at our conference meet,” Chaney 
said. “When I got done finishing the 1500 
[-meter], which is our last event, the fire-
works [on the night before commencement] 
went off. And then the next day, there was 
sunshine and we got to have the graduation 
outside. Everything seemed to all fall into 
place. It’s a great feeling.”

Chaney’s score qualified him for the NCAA 
Outdoor National Championships which will 
begin May 23 in Austin.

According to Rice Athletics, on Saturday, 
senior Alex Zinchenko placed second in the 
discus, throwing 52.43 meters. Senior Tyler 
Wiest cleared 1.99 meters in the high jump, 
earning him a fourth-place finish. With a 
time of 30:44:36, Cuadra finished in fifth 
place in the 10-kilometer run.

On Sunday, sophomore Chris Pillow 
placed first in the pole vault, clearing 5.28 
meters. Zinchenko placed fourth in the shot 
put with a throw of 16.68 meters. Freshman 
Evan Karakolis, who broke the school record 
in javelin with his first career throw at Rice, 
finished in sixth place with a throw of 60.16 
meters. 

Meanwhile, in the track events, the men 
earned a fifth-place finish in the 4-x-100 
meter relay with a time of 42.66 seconds. 
Senior Alex Weinheimer’s 3:49.88 time in 
the 1,500-meter run earned him fifth place. 
Freshman Harry Sagel finished in sixth place 
in the 800-meter run with a time of 1:52.49. 
Cuadra placed ninth in the 5,000-meter race 
with a time of 14:44.32.

This year marks the end of many of these 
athletes’ time at Rice. Chaney said he wanted 
to thank his coaches as his Rice career comes 
to a close.

“[Head Coach] Jon Warren, Casey Thom, 
Pat Pyle and David Butler — they made all of 
my dreams come true here at Rice,” Chaney 
said. “It was an awesome experience here, 
and I wouldn’t trade it for anything.”

Women’s team finishes in eighth place overall
Senior Sharae Robinson led the women’s 

side of the team with a first-place finish in the 
discus. She won her second consecutive con-
ference title with a career-best 53.68-meter 
throw. Her teammate sophomore Claire Uke 
finished in fourth place with a throw of 48.30 
meters. On Sunday, Uke earned a second-
place finish in the shot put with 16.17 meters.

In the pole vault, freshman McKenzie 
Johnson cleared 3.92 meters, landing a third-
place finish. Three Rice women placed in the 
steeple chase, with senior Halsey Fowler, se-
nior Heather Olson and Lindsay Miller com-
ing in fifth, sixth and seventh place, respec-
tively, according to Rice Athletics.

In Sunday’s track events, sophomore Al-
lie Schaich and Olson came in seventh and 
eighth place, respectively, in the 1500-meter 
race. Sophomore Tyneisha McCoy placed 
sixth in the 400-meter run with a time of 
54.47 seconds. In the 800-meter run, senior 
Lilian Nwora also placed sixth with a time 
of 2:12.47. Senior Marie Thompson placed 
10th in the 5,000-meter run with a time of 
17:03.94. Finally, with a time of 3:40.84, the 
women’s 4-x-400 meter relay team finished 
in fifth place.

After the weekend’s meet, several women 
will be moving on to compete at regionals. 
Johnson will compete in the pole vault, Uke 
in the shot put, Robinson in the discus and 
hammer, Thompson in the 10-kilometer and 
Olson in the steeple chase. In addition, the 
women’s 4-x-400 team will advance to the re-
gionals round.
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by Ryan GlassMan
Thresher Staff

Spring classes have concluded, and the Class 
of 2013 is set to graduate from Rice this week-
end, but at Reckling Park, the college baseball 
season is just entering its home stretch. 

Head Coach Wayne Graham and the Owls 
are looking to continue their historic suc-
cess in conference play. In 1996, Graham’s 
fifth season as the head coach at Rice, the 
underdog Owls won the Southwest Confer-
ence Tournament as the sixth seed to earn 
the program’s first-ever conference title. Rice 
has won a share of the conference champi-
onship in every year since then, claiming its 
dominance across three decades and three 
different leagues. 

But with just two weekends left in the reg-
ular season, the Owls (31-15, 11-7) currently 
sit in third in the Conference USA standings, 
trailing the University of Southern Missis-
sippi by a game and a half for first place. Be-
cause the Owls hold the tiebreaker with the 
Golden Eagles, they still control their destiny 
over the final few weekends of the year. With 
the last two series of the season and the C-
USA tournament taking place at Reckling 
Park this year, will have the home field ad-
vantage to finish the year.

Senior Michael Ratterree said the Owls are 
happy they still have a chance to win the con-
ference title and that he is confident they can 
get the job done.

“We’re excited about having a home 
stretch,” Ratterree said. “We know we’ve got 
a tight race in the conference, but we’re ex-
cited for the opportunity, and we’re glad that 
the conference tournament is here. The focus 
is to win the league. That was our No. 1 goal 
coming into the year, and that’s what’s on 
our mind right now.”

The first hurdle for the Owls is this week-
end’s visitor, the University of Memphis. The 
Tigers sit just a half game behind the Owls 
in the standings and boast a league-leading 
2.83 staff ERA. 

Junior Austin Kubitza said the first prior-
ity down the stretch is not the opponents’ 
arms, but the Owls’ own starting pitching.

“If our starting pitchers can figure it out 
this weekend and our hitters keep hitting the 
way they are, then we can really make a run,” 
Kubitza said. “Our bullpen has done a pretty 
good job all year. If our starting pitching can 
pick it up, I think we’ll be all right.”

Graham also said he thought the team 
needed to improve its pitching.

“The consistency of the starting pitching 
has not been very good,” Graham said. “Start-
ing pitching has to get better and [be] more 
consistent. [Sophomore reliever Zech] Lemond 
has saved us so many times it’s ridiculous.”

Outside of the pitching, Graham said 
there are other areas where he would like to 
see improvement over the next few weeks.

“Our defense hasn’t been that good lately, 
either,” Graham said. “Considering where we 
were at one time, when I thought we were 
going to have the best defensive team in the 
country, we really haven’t been. We haven’t 
been bad, but we have to go back to being the 
defensive team I thought we were.”

With Southern Miss playing out-of-confer-
ence this weekend, the Owls must take care 

of business against Memphis and will also 
be pulling for Tulane University in its series 
against the University of Central Florida. Al-
though the UCF Knights and the Owls have 
identical 11-7 records in the league, UCF 
would win the tiebreaker with its series win 
over Rice earlier this year. The Owls will set 
their sights to a home series against Mar-
shall University next weekend, while South-
ern Miss will be across town for three games 
against the reeling University of Houston 
Cougars. 

In the long term, Graham said the pros-
pects of hosting a regional in the NCAA tour-
nament for the third consecutive season are 
looking dim. 

“It’s pretty remote,” Graham said. “We 
would have to do something extraordinary.”

Kubitza said the team remains steadfast 

in its focus and approach to the remainder of 
the schedule.

“We really need to take it one game at a 
time,” Kubitza said. “[Graham] just told us 
that our fate is in our own hands, which is 
true. We just need to keep winning confer-
ence games and hopefully get that confer-
ence championship.”

There are six conference games left and 
the C-USA tournament is almost two weeks 
away. Graham said there is still plenty of time 
for the Owls to improve their conference seed 
and overall positioning for an NCAA tourna-
ment bid. 

“I think we have a little growth that we’re 
going to have to experience if we’re going to 
make a run,” Graham said. “But there’s good 
talent and a pretty solid team, so it’s hard to say. 
There’s enough talent there to make a move.”

Baseball aims focus at home stretch of the regular season

The Rice baseball team (pictured at an earlier game at Reckling Park) will continue the regular season through the end of May. 
Kai sheng/thresher

Men place 6th, women 8th in C-USA championship

Senior Clayton Chaney won the C-USA decath-
lon May 10 with a personal best of 7,678 points. 

Courtesy Clayton Chaney
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HELP MAKE
A DIFFERENCE.

by Daniel Elledge
Sports Editor

After winning the Conference USA tour-
nament and earning an automatic bid to 
the NCAA tournament, Rice women’s tennis 
returned to the national tournament for the 
second year in a row. The team made his-
tory last year with its first appearance in the 
Sweet 16, and the Owls have maintained a 
similar record this year. 

The Division I NCAA tournament includes 
the top 64 teams in the nation, automatically 
choosing the 31 conference winners and choos-
ing the remaining bids based on each team’s 
record. While last year’s 18-9 record allowed 
the then-No. 39 Rice a spot in the tournament, 
this year’s team’s C-USA victory April 21 guar-
anteed entrance for the 20-4, 20th-ranked Owls 
as of May 1. This is Rice’s sixth appearance 
in the NCAA tournament; Rice won an NCAA 
matchup for the first time last year.

Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt said she 
thought the team’s past experience with 
tournament play would help them this year. 

“I think participating last year will just 

help [the team] be more comfortable head-
ing into the first round,” Schmidt said. 
“And I think equally as important [are] all 
the matches they have played this season. 
They have been tested multiple times, and 
that makes them match-tough going into 
NCAAs.”

Schmidt’s theory seemed to prove true 
when Rice won its first-round matchup 
against Pepperdine University May 10. The 
Owls were in a tough spot after losing the 
doubles point but rallied to win four of the 
six singles matches to eke out a 4-3 win. 

Rice then lost its second-round matchup 
against No. 12 Stanford University on May 
11. Stanford started off strong, winning the 
doubles point and then five of the first six 
singles sets, according to Rice Athletics. 
While senior Katie Gater and junior Kimber-
ly Anicete both came back to win their sec-
ond sets, the Owls ultimately could not rally 
for the win and lost in the Sweet 16.

According to Rice Athletics, the loss to 
Stanford marks the end of a 16-match win-
ning streak and leaves Rice with the second-
highest regular season ranking in its history.

Women’s tennis finishes season 21-5

Women’s tennis (pictured in a match against the University of Utah on April 13) lost in the second 
round of the NCAA tournament May 11, ending the season 21-5.

isabella adamiak/thresher
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join the team - write for us
thresher-sports@rice.edu



Welcome to the Backpage’s sex-
agintanovemennial, the 69th 
Backpage that we as editors have 

written. This is a clear record for most Back-
pages written, one that we should probably 
be ashamed of. Since January 2011, we have 
had a great time abusing our power, narrowly 
avoiding getting fired, and inspiring the cre-
ation of new rules and infractions our bosses 
could not have even imagined before our ten-
ure. We never were paid enough.

  This will be Anthony Lauriello’s last Back-
page before he goes on to attend the presti-

gious Kaplan Online Law School. He had this 
to say:

“It has been a true honor  writing for you idi-
ots. It was one of the hardest things I have done 
at Rice, and I have made plenty of mistakes. Yet 
it was also one of the most rewarding. I hope the 
Backpage will always be a place for students to 
satirize important events, learn and express 
themselves, even if every once in awhile the re-
sults can be less-than-perfect.”

Former Thresher Features Editor and  Macau-
lay Culkin look-alike Reed Thornburg will be re-
placing Lauriello. Alex Weinheimer will be stay-

ing on as Backpage editor as he completes his 
fifth year and attempts to create 100 Backpages, 
a feat that is rather sad if you think about it.

To celebrate our sexagintanovemennial, 
we have invited our readers to craft their own 
Backpages using the tried-and-true technol-
ogy of Mad Libs. To fully recreate the experi-
ence of a Backpage editor, fill in the blanks, 
have someone with no sense of humor decide 
what blanks need to be changed, distribute it 
to the public, and then have students com-
plain it was either offensive or took too long 
to read — or both. Have fun!

The Backpage Sexagintanovemennial
MAD     LIBS

Currently looking to hire a part time employee 
for administrative and marketing work at Ca-
ridas Consulting International for 3-4 days per 
week with flexible hours in the hw6 and Rich-
mond Ave area. Contact ecaridas@flowmanage-
ment.net.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact  832-
428-8330  and email resume to  siyengar777@
gmail.com

Not sure what to wear during your interviews? 
Make the best first impression with a custom 
shirt and suit from J.Hilburn. Voted Best Dress 
Shirt by Esquire Magazine.  Email sara.beck@
jhilburn.com for a free fitting.

Busy Real Estate agent seeks summer as-
sitant. Job includes communicating with 
clients, handling paper work, assisting with 
social media ,making appointments, prepar-
ing  marking material., Msl office responsi-
blities:   Please send resume to: ben@cold-
wellbanker.com

SEEKING AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING, HELP 
W/ACTIVITIES/SPORTS, SOME ERRANDS 
FOR 2 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN; 
OFFERING NEWLY-CONSTRUCTED AND 
FURNISHED GARAGE APT 1/2 MILE FROM 
RICE.  CONTACT RCLINGMAN@ICLOUD.
COM.

Free 2002 Suzuki GSX-R Sport Bike , It is in ex-
cellent condition with no dents or dings, 100% 
mechanically  okay .If interested please contact 
me for pictures,I bought the Motorcycle for my 
grandson as his birthday gift last year august 
and am giving it out to a good home contact me 
at   johnstark2000@yahoo.com

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Print-
ing an advertisement does not constitute an endorse-
ment by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

Yesterday, the Class of 2013 stumbled through the Sallyport, filled with pride and drunk on _________ Cisco. The event was the culmina-

tion of Over Week, during which the 10 colleges hosted various pub crawls, party buses and _______________. Throughout the week, the 

seniors contemplated their time at our nation’s _______________________th-best university. 

________________ remembered ______________ from sophomore year fondly.

“It was a magical time. I was grinding my ass on them ___________   _____________ to ______________________. I was so drunk on 

_________ Four Loko I didn’t even realize how ____________ they were. One of the ________ and I really connected while we watched  

____________ students being transported from McMurtry. Eventually, we went back to his/her room and I gave him a _________-job.”

____________________ recalled Beer Bike from his freshman year as his fondest memory.

 “Beer Bike was awesome. It was just like ___________________ despite the fact that it was wetter and sloppier than a _______________ 

craving a ___________.  We woke up at _______________ to ___________________. Then we drank as much _________ and Red Bull as pos-

sible. I don’t remember anything else.

___________________ remembered college differently. 

“I spent all my time on the ______________________________th floor of Fondren listening to Pandora on my _____________________ 

headphones.  I also remember orgo; that class was so  ___________. I also remember once getting an A-minus in _____________________. 

As a result, I now work at ____________________. 

_________________________ also talked about his/her experience.

 “As the head of ______________________, I was able to do absolutely nothing and accomplish even less. I have certainly left the school 

in worse shape than I found it. Luckily, it was a great opportunity to spend students’ money on ______________.”

 As the seniors finished their reflections, it was clear they were overwhelmed with ____________. However, Rice historians were not as im-

pressed, ranking the Class of 2013 as the ______________________th-best class to pass through the Sallyport. 

SENIORS REFLECT ON LONG, HARD YEARS
flavor

plural group sex act

number between 16 and 18

name of senior public party

boys’/girls’ body part LMFAO song

flavor adjective

major December holiday

boys/girls

positive integer

different name of senior

body part

time before 6 a.m.noun

euphemism for vagina

number between one and six, excluding five

name of pre-med senior

liquor

consulting firm

college class

high-end electronics company

adjective

emotion

plural sex toys

campus organization

leader of campus organization

number between 68 and 70

The Backpage is satire written by Alex Weimheimer and Anthony Lauriello. For comments and concerns, please email ajw3@rice.edu.

Black Eyed Peas song
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