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In fall 2013, Rice Bike Share will 
enable students to rent bikes on a 
per-semester or per-year basis. 

According to McMurtry College 
junior Sena McCrory, one of the or-
ganizers of Rice Bike Share, the idea 
for a bike-sharing program at Rice 
University emerged from a group 
project in the class ENST 302: En-
vironmental Issues: Rice Into the 
Future, taught by Department of 
Sociology chair Elizabeth Long and 
professor in the practice of environ-
mental studies and sociology Rich-
ard Johnson. 

“Each group had a project in 
the class,” McCrory said. “We de-
cided to make a bike-sharing pro-
gram at Rice, and we decided to 
continue working on the project 
even after the semester was over.”

To further this program, the 
original project group made up of 
McCrory, bioengineering graduate 
student Allen Chen and Brown Col-
lege junior Clement Ory added oth-
er members such as Martel College 
EcoRep Denis Leahy, Student As-
sociation Environmental Commit-
tee members Woojin Lee and Oscar 
Xu, and Rice Bike Shop employees 
Matt Makansi and Ben Sachs.

Chen said the original goal of the 
project expanded in order to provide 
more opportunities to students.

“At first, we were interested in 
it because we wanted to make it 
more convenient to move around 
campus,” Chen said. “Then we 
decided to establish a bike-shar-
ing program at Rice to encourage 
students to travel off campus in an 
environmentally friendly way.”

Chen said the group researched 
other bike-sharing programs in cit-
ies or at other universities as well 
as previous unsuccessful attempts 
to establish such a program at Rice.

According to McCrory and 
Leahy, the main reasons previous 
attempts were unsuccessful were 
that student accountability for the 
bikes was low, the bikes were of 
poor quality, the programs did not 
have access to bike maintenance, 
and the attempts were organized by 
individual colleges rather than as a 
centralized, campuswide effort. 

To avoid these mistakes with 
Rice Bike Share, the project orga-
nizers involved the Rice Bike Shop 
to help with maintenance as well 
as bike selection. With Rice Bike 
Share, students will be more ac-
countable for the bikes they use 
since they will be borrowing the 
bikes for a longer term than in 
previous programs, McCrory said. 

“The students will check out 
the bikes once they sign up, will 
have to go through safety and 
maintenance training, and will 
sign liability forms,” McCrory 
said. “They will return them dur-
ing the finals before winter break, 
and if they are renting for a year, 
they will pick up another bike the 
second semester. They can get 
check-ups and maintenance at the 
Bike Shop, which is what $40 of 
the $50 they pay for bike rental goes
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Beer Bike coordinators are vot-
ing on a reduction of the number of 
bikers per team from 10 to eight, ac-
cording to Campuswide Coordina-
tor Soorya Avali.

Avali, a Brown College junior, said 
each college has one vote and that vot-
ing would conclude Friday, April 19. 
Each college is represented by its col-
lege Beer Bike coordinators, who were 
told to gauge their college’s opinions, 
Avali said. 

“[After Friday], we’ll decide what’s 
going to happen,” Avali said. “We’re 

leaving it up to the vote, [but] there 
are policies in the rulebook. We’ll 
just make a decision when it comes  
down to it.”

Avali said the decision was an in-
formal issue that comes up annually.

“It’s not an official proposal,” 
Avali said. “It’s just what we talk 
about at meetings. If someone brings 
up a concern, we talk about it. It’s 
one of those things someone always 
brings up. It gets re-debated on a reg-
ular basis.”

Last year, the proposal came up at 
a time when newly selected coordina-
tors who did not have any experience 
held the vote, Avali said.

“It was contentious, with a lot of 
meetings and debate,” Avali said. “We 
ended up rejecting the change. Now, 
the people who just got done with Beer 
Bike are the ones on the decision.”

Avali said he had received the most 
amount of feedback from Will Rice Col-
lege students opposed to the idea of re-
ducing the number of bikers.

Will Rice Beer Bike Coordinator 
Shayak Sengupta said he and his col-
lege were against the reduction and 
that they plan to vote against it. 

“We’re all randomly assigned to 
the colleges, so that seems logical 
and fair,” Sengupta, a sophomore, 
said. “There’s no reason why we need 

to cut down on the number because 
every college has a fair shot at picking 
bikers and chuggers.”

Baker College Beer Bike Coordina-
tor Andrew Stout said he and his college 
would appreciate the reduction in bikers.

“I’m speaking on behalf of my ex-
perience at Baker …. It’s hard for us to 
find riders,” Stout, a sophomore, said. 
“As you probably know, Baker is not 
very good at Beer Bike. Sometimes, we 
have to have riders go multiple times. I 
voted yes [to] switching to eight. It will 
make it easier for next year’s [college 
Beer Bike] coordinators. But if [the 
vote] went the other way, it wouldn’t 
be a big deal to me.”

Beer Bike coordinators to vote on reduction in biker numbers
0see ALCOHOL, page 5

Changes to alcohol policy announced
by Joey Capparella

and Molly ChIu
News EdItor and ManagIng EdItor

Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson announced a new ver-
sion of the alcohol policy in an 
email to the entire Rice community  
Monday, April 15.

 
 

Major changes, which will go into 
effect at the start of the fall semes-
ter, include limitations on the types 
and quantities of alcohol allowed 
in students’ rooms, limitations on 
the number of people allowed at 
a private gathering, requirements 
for hosting a private gathering, in-
creased specificity for the definition 
of private spaces, and plans for en-
forcement of these policies, accord-
ing to Hutchinson.

Hutchinson said he first pre-
sented the changes to col-

lege presidents, 
chief justices 
and masters 
April 8 and then 
to Orientation 
Week advisors 
April 13 during 
advisor training.

H u t c h i n s o n 
said a new sec-
tion on hard al-
cohol was added 
to the campus al-
cohol policy. This 
section includes 
a ban on alcohol 
over 50 percent by 
volume, a ban on 

possession of more than two liters 
of alcohol above 22 percent by vol-
ume unless all residents of a living 
space are over 21, and an outright 
ban on consumption of hard alco-
hol on days of major events such 
as Dis-Orientation, Beer Bike and 
large public parties.

“The clear intent is to separate 
hard alcohol from people under 
the age of 21,” Hutchinson said. 
“We know empirically that’s where 
we’re having problems with stu-
dents abusing alcohol. [The intent 
is to] respect the opportunities for 
people over the age of 21 to drink 
alcohol in ways which are consis-
tent with the law.”

Brown College senior John Lloyd 
said he thought the new policy could 
potentially encourage unsafe be-
havior but that this could be avoid-
ed by a culture of openness within  
the colleges.

“There’s always the possibility 
of students hiding in their rooms 
and drinking in unhealthy ways,” 
Lloyd said. “If colleges function as 
communities where they open up 
to each other, that shouldn’t hap-
pen. Everything is set up to work, 
but everyone has to buy into it.”

One point of emphasis in the email 
sent to students was a reiteration of the 
ban on drinking games, a rule that is in-
cluded in the existing policy. According 
to Hutchinson, this decision came from 
President David Leebron.

“We need students to understand 
that any form of competitive drinking 
does lead to excessive consumption of 
alcohol,” Hutchinson said.

Lloyd said he did not think this 
ban could realistically be enforced.

“People are still going to play beer 
pong,” Lloyd said. “I don’t think that 
is going to stop. [The administration] 
probably didn’t want to delineate ex-
actly what is and what isn’t a drinking 
game, so they had to word it that way.”

Another section on private gather-
ings has been modified to reflect a limit 
on the number of people allowed at a 
private gathering, Hutchinson said. 
Although the Alcohol Policy Advisory 
Committee recommended seven times 
the number of residents of a room or 
suite, the new policy sets the limit at six 
times the number of residents of a room 
or suite, according to Hutchinson.

Wiess College Chief Justice 
Lilly Yu said these limitations 
are not an attempt to infringe  
on students.

Now in its 12th year, the student-run Rice Undergraduate Research Symposium is a far call 
from its humble beginning as a 20-member discussion group. The daylong showcase at 
Tudor Fieldhouse on April 12 featured over $7,000 worth in prizes and attracted over 250 
undergraduate presenters, 170 judges and 100 visitors.

Rice Undergraduate 
Research Symposium

0see BIKE SHARE, page5
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Alcohol policy       
cuts both ways

The Thresher commends the administration 
for incorporating many of the Alcohol Policy 
Advisory Committee’s recommendations into 
its proposed changes to the alcohol policy as 
announced April 15 (see story, p. 1).

The explicit ban on underage hard alcohol 
consumption and possession is reasonable. 
It is unrealistic to expect that the changes 
will stop all current students from consum-
ing hard alcohol. The Thresher acknowledges 
the possibility that the policy change may 
drive more underage students to consume 
greater amounts of hard alcohol in very small 
gatherings and in shorter lengths of time prior 
to public or private parties. With the policy 
change, these students may be less inclined 
than they currently are to pace themselves 
throughout the night. But on the other hand, 
the changes may be able to curb dangerous 
and irresponsible drinking behavior as in-
tended. We cannot foresee the effects this ban 
will have on Rice’s current drinking culture. 
For now, the culture undoubtedly centers 
around hard liquor.

Regardless, the Thresher hopes the student 
body will respect the spirit of the policy and its 
intentions. Those who already drink responsi-
bly are probably already adhering to most of the 
fair rules now explicitly laid out by the policy 
changes. The Thresher believes the intent of 
the policy changes is to urge those who drink 
or behave irresponsibly around alcohol to 
seriously re-evaluate their choices and modify 
their behavior, both for the sake of their own 
safety and for that of their peers. Specifically, 
the increased responsibilities for hosts and caps 
on the size of private gatherings rightfully hold 
hosts accountable and force them to plan care-
fully in advance of hosting. 

The Thresher believes the key difference the 
policy changes will make is in how students 
who are caught violating the policy will be 
punished. Since these rules and hard caps will 
now be codified in a policy change, repercus-
sions for violations will likely be much harsher 
than the current sanctions. The Thresher 
would like to reiterate the need for students 
to act reasonably and responsibly. Students 
should simply be smart and not act foolishly 
around alcohol, especially hard liquor. We 
encourage students to watch out for our peers 
and take on the responsibility to ensure we all 
act smartly and safely around alcohol so that 
violation repercussions are not necessary. 

Despite these endorsements, the Thresher 
believes the ambiguous and vague wording 
around the ban on drinking games in the 
proposed policy changes is problematic. To 
clarify, the ban on drinking games is not a new 
addition to the alcohol policy; it had already 
been part of the previous policy. The Thresher 
commends the administration’s choice to 
highlight this aspect of the policy by announc-
ing the rule with the other policy modifica-
tions. However, the single line in the alcohol 
policy on drinking games does not define what 
constitutes a “drinking game.” We believe the 
definition of a drinking game is highly subjec-
tive. Under the policy, shotgunning a beer, 
participating in a case race or playing beer 
pong may or may not be considered playing 
a drinking game. The vague wording creates 
the potential for inconsistent enforcement and 
exploitation of the policy, whether by enforc-
ers or by students. 

It is extremely important to delineate what 
defines a drinking game in the policy because 
we believe responsible drinking games exist. 
One can punish irresponsible or competitive 
drinking games without banning all of them. 
For example, we do not believe beer pong is a 
dangerous drinking game because it proceeds 
slowly with a substance of relatively low 
alcohol content. Banning beer pong for safety 
reasons seems unwarranted. 

For many of us, these changes are new, but 
in four years, if the policy is still in place as 
proposed, these changes will be seen as part 
of the norm in the same way students who 
matriculated during the hard alcohol proba-
tion understood the probation as part of Rice’s 
drinking culture. The Thresher hopes the 
policy changes will succeed in encouraging 
responsible, safe drinking behavior at Rice.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.
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Rice must vocalize opinions against 
misguided or offensive statements

During the past weekend, a local restaurant 
called the Roots Bistro posted a message on its sign 
stating “Beer should be like violence: domestic.” 
(Technically, the sign lacked the implicit colon.) This 
was almost certainly a horribly misguided attempt 
at a humorous play on words, but the effort was mis-
placed, insensitive and offensive. The grievous error 
was in failing to understand or even think about 
how such a message would be received by individu-
als in their community and by that community at 
large. The message was repulsive, a trivialization of 
the horror which is violent abuse. The restaurateur 
must never have felt the jarring and depressing im-
pact such a trivializing statement would have for vic-
tims of domestic violence, for family members and 
advocates of victims of domestic violence, as well as 
for reasonable-minded individuals from all reaches 
of the community. Nor, apparently, did that person 
consider how such trivialization might confirm in 
the mind of a violent abuser that such violence is 
trivial, acceptable and even humorous. Fortunately, 
the community response to the offense was swift 
and effective. Word spread quickly, and the sign 
was removed nearly as quickly, but the damage  
was done.

I relate this story and its impact because of the 
lessons it holds for us at Rice University. In the past 
two weeks, two separate colleges proposed themes 
for college nights which similarly trivialize topics of 
great importance and serious offense. In both cases, 
I am without doubt that these themes were proposed 
in a similarly mistaken effort at fun. In one case, 
a Civil War theme was chosen, and in the other, a 
derogatory portrayal of women was included in the 
theme. As in the example of the restaurant, the error 
was in not considering the impact of a boorish at-
tempt at humor on members of the community and 
in not recognizing in advance the divisive effect such 
offense creates. What is intended as light-hearted 
humor is instead harmful to our sense of communi-
ty and inclusion. In both of these colleges, once the 
organizers were made aware of the offensive nature 
of the themes, the themes were changed, but as in 
the case of the restaurant, damage was done. For 

example, we know of at least one incident in which 
one student uttered an extraordinarily offensive re-
mark to another student, an incident which almost 
certainly would not have occurred had the offensive 
context not been created in the first place. Such are 
the unintended consequences of failing to consider 
the impact of our words and our choices.

This is not an argument against humor. I have 
long held that one of my favorite aspects of my life 
as a professor, college master and dean has been 
sharing in the humor of my students. I have said 
that I laugh the hardest — and, not coincidentally, 
learn the most — when I am in the company of my 
students. I appreciate the often offbeat and uncon-
ventional perspective, even the irreverence toward 
institution, evidenced in that humor. Life ought to 
be fun, particularly in college. That said, it is a very 
short distance across an indistinct line between ir-
reverent humor and insensitive offense creating in-
dividual and collective harm.

The questions become: How can we avoid such 
offense? And what is the proper response when 
such offense occurs? To the first question, the an-
swer must be open conversation and persistent edu-
cation. Those who flirt with that line I mentioned 
above owe their community and their fellow stu-
dents the duty to think long and deeply before care-
lessly inflicting damage. Staying on the right side of 
the line requires wisdom and knowledge. Talk wide-
ly among your peers and your community members 
to fully understand the impact of your words. 

To the second question, my thinking follows the 
wisdom of Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis, 
who guides us to the correct response: “If there be 
time to expose through discussion the falsehood 
and fallacies, to avert the evil by the processes of 
education, the remedy to be applied [to offensive 
speech] is more speech, not enforced silence.” More 
speech, not less. Ten years ago, I spoke to the ma-
triculating class including the following challenge: 
to protect the free exchange of ideas on campus 
by rebutting those things which offend us or with 
which we disagree. 

The most effective way to mitigate offensive 
speech is to speak out against it, which is what I 
have chosen to do here. Let us not permit it even to 
be imagined that such offenses will go unnoticed 
or unreacted to by you or the community, whether 
those offenses appear in college night themes, col-
lege cheers or other ways. On our campus, we know 
that no one wants or intends to be guilty of insensi-
tivity, so education is the key at Rice. Join me in cre-
ating more speech, not less.

           John S. Hutchinson is Dean of  
Undergraduates and a professor of chemistry. 

Alcohol policy asks students to step up

John S. Hutchinson

Over the past decade, Rice University’s culture 
has seen substantial change. Unfortunately, these 
cultural shifts have not always been positive. Spe-
cifically, in reference to the Rice University Alcohol 
Policy, past traditions like private parties have turned 
into events that no longer adhere to the spirit behind 
the policy, instead focusing on dangerous consump-
tion habits. Such habits have sadly contributed to in-
creased instances of emergency medical transports, 
damages and arrests. Night of Decadence and its af-
termath was just the most prominent, recent example 
of this culture shift.  

We do not think NOD was an isolated event. 
Rather, it was merely a publicized view of the danger-
ous side of our drinking culture, a culture that — as a 
whole — worked well with the previous alcohol policy. 
At Rice, we have the privilege of enjoying a strong sys-
tem of student self-governance in which much of the 
interpretation and enforcement of the policy is done 
by our peers. Unfortunately, we, as a student body, 
put this system and the values behind it in jeopardy.

 When we saw the policy changes that came out 
this week, we did not really see them as negative. 

Instead, we reacted to the changes and the range 
of responses as an opportunity for all of us to take 
a step back and reconsider how we approach our 
drinking culture. Reconsider our approach to Dis-
Orientation. Reconsider the drinking games we 
play on Friday nights. Reconsider how we pregame 
for public parties. Reconsider the level of impor-
tance we attach to alcohol as a part of our expe-
rience at Rice. Looking at recent policy changes 
from this perspective will not only be good for our 
own well-being, but will also refocus the priorities 
of the system of student self-governance behind  
the policy.

This is especially important with the newest 
generation of Rice students coming in the fall. 
These students come from diverse backgrounds 
and have a variety of goals for what they want to 
get out of their Rice experience. Alcohol should not 
become their unifying theme. Instead, they should 
unite around the fact that they are all Rice students. 
They should unite around wanting to be part of a 
student body that focuses on empowering each 
other to pursue their interests.

We hope that with the introduction of this new 
policy, students will sit back and re-evaluate alco-
hol’s central role at our university and focus more 
on maintaining the supportive, helpful atmosphere 
that truly defines Rice. For in the end, while the deci-
sion to drink or not to drink is one that affects every-
one here, it should not be the sole focus of our time  
at Rice.

Nneoma Elendu is a junior at Martel College and  
John Muller is a junior at Brown College. 

Nneoma Elendu and John Muller
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Advice for lost pre-med students 
who are unsure of the correct path

In a survey about sexual violence and 
nonconsensual sex sent out to the student 
body earlier this semester, the question 
“Where would you go for help or treatment if 
a sexual assault occurred?” appeared. Out of 
the 100 respondents, 14 said they would turn 
to a friend first. This statistic is both inspir-
ing and scary.  

It is inspiring because it highlights the 
success that students at Rice University have 
in forming trusting, supportive relation-
ships. People feel as though they can count 
on each other, even in negative situations or 
dark times.

Yet it is scary because those friends are 
ingrained in a society that tends to question 
and doubt victims and survivors of sexual 
violence. Too often — not just at Rice but at 
college campuses across the United States — 
a victim of sexual violence will open up to a 
friend only to be met with disbelief, blame 
or disregard.  

This happens because our larger cul-
ture reacts to victims and survivors in this 
way too. We are told that there is a lot of 
gray area when it comes to sexual violence: 
What were you wearing? Did you flirt with 
him or her? He is hot, so it’s a compliment 
he had sex with you. Did you ever say “no”? 
Are you just saying this because you regret 
it now? But she seems like such a good per-
son — she couldn’t have done that. Do you 
really want to report it? It could ruin his rep-
utation. Are you sure it was sexual assault? 
She was drunk. You were drunk. It doesn’t  
mean anything.

This kind of reaction and way of thinking 
needs to stop. Not only does it instill a sense 
of doubt in the victim (“Did I deserve it? Was 
I asking for it?”), but it also may prevent 
him or her from seeking help or reporting 
his or her assault. According to Rice’s 2012 

Security and Fire Safety Report, there were 
two “forcible sex offenses” in 2009, one in 
2010 and three in 2011. Taking into account 
the national statistic that 20 to 25 percent of 
women and 6 percent of men in college will 
be victims of attempted or completed sexual 
assault, word-of-mouth knowledge about 
the prevalence of sexual assault on campus, 
and the fact that 62 of the 100 survey respon-
dents reported knowing a survivor of sexual 
assault, it can be assumed that the publicly 
reported statistics from Rice are not repre-
sentative of what truly occurs on campus.

In an attempt to combat negative respons-
es of students and misinformation about 
campus resources and to encourage aware-
ness of and advocacy for sexual violence, 
the Wellness Center, in partnership with the 
Houston Area Women’s Center, has devel-
oped a training program on sexual violence. 
In the training, societal norms, normal re-
actions of victims to sexual assault and re-
sponding to victims are discussed, and on- 
and off-campus resources are highlighted. 
In a pilot study with 11 undergraduate and 
graduate Rice students, knowledge of sexual 
violence increased by about 13 percent, and 
attitudes surrounding victims and survivors 
of sexual assault increased positively by 15 
percent. The training will be made available 
campuswide in the fall in hopes of creating 
a more supportive environment for victims 
and survivors, starting a dialogue about 
sexual violence and expanding our culture 
of care.

Yet a formalized training is not going to 
radically change the average student’s at-
titudes about sexual assault. This change 
will never happen as long as public parties 
are advertised with posters of scantily clad 
women, party and college night themes that 
degrade or slut-shame women are deemed 
acceptable, and “rape” is used as a term to 
talk about how badly someone did on a test. 
We, as students, need to take a hard look at 
the attitudes we are presenting and how wel-
coming or exclusive they are to all students 
at Rice. This culture change cannot and will 
not happen from above — it is us, the stu-
dents, who must make it happen.

     
       Rachel Poppers is a  
Duncan College junior.

Rachel Poppers

After one of the most intense years of my 
life applying to medical schools — a process 
I was quite unfamiliar with — I have realized 
some important things to keep in mind dur-
ing the application process. Everyone has his 
or her own path to medical school, and I do 
not claim mine is the best. However, I think 
there is a path that will make you happier, 
give you less stress and guarantee you more 
success: your own authentic path. 

The first step to finding this path is to ques-
tion why you want to go to medical school. 
Be honest with yourself. Do you want to be a 
doctor because you love medicine and have 
goals you would like to accomplish through 
medicine? Or is it because you are afraid of 
not knowing what else to do? Those are scary 
questions to ask yourself, but it is essential to 
know the answers before you decide to em-
bark on an intense road. Medical school and 
an M.D. should be a means to some end you 
believe in, not an end in themselves. 

You should do what you love, not what 
you think you should love. Medical schools 
want real people who have genuine person-
alities, passions and interests. Until I started 
interviewing, I had always worried about be-
ing insufficiently pre-med. I did not major in 
a science, I did not publish any articles, I had 
no particular interest in bench research, and I  
spent a lot of time doing fun rather than “pro-
ductive” activities. But I found that interview-
ers cared far more about who I am than about 
who I am not. They want a diverse class. You 
don’t have to be everything; just be yourself 
very well. 

Also, do not worry about grades or MCAT 
scores more than you have to. These numbers 
are just tickets that get you in the door. I have 
future classmates with MCAT scores in the 
40s and in the low 30’s (the highest possible 
MCAT score is 45), but we’ll all be attending 
the same medical school. The admissions 
process is a holistic process.

In similar vein, do not be intimidated by 
school rankings — go for your dreams. I al-
most did not apply to my dream schools be-
cause several people told me my MCAT scores 
were not impressive enough to compete in 
those pools. But I ended up interviewing ex-
clusively at schools that had a higher median 
MCAT score average than mine. Yes, it is im-
portant to apply to a wide range of schools, 
but go for your reaches. You can’t win the lot-
tery if you do not buy a ticket.

In a similar vein, do not be intimidated by 
your fellow applicants. You will meet plenty 
of Ivy League graduates and people who al-
ready have professions or advanced degrees. 
Trust that you deserve to be there.

You should not take medical school admis-
sions decisions personally. Medical school is 
unpredictable — it is about match and fit, not 
superiority. Applying to medical school is like 
online dating: Tens of thousands of people 
throw out their packaged personal info,  and 
if someone is interested, he or she might ask 
you to meet in person. You might find schools 
that are compatible with you, and you might 
find schools that are incompatible. If you 
do not match well with a school, it does not 
mean anything is wrong with you. I always 
think to myself that even if I do not get into 
medical school, I will still be alive, my friends 
and family will still love me, and I will still be 
a good person. Everything will be fine. 

Take advantage of your summers. Rice 
has a wealth of scholarship opportunities 
and connections for every interest. One of 
my biggest regrets in college was spend-
ing a summer not doing much besides 
studying for the MCAT. You can always re-
take the MCAT, but you will never get your  
summers back.  

You should have fun. While at Rice, take 
classes that are “impractical” but appeal to 
you, like film or creative writing. When else 
will you get to be surrounded by brilliant 
minds in every imaginable topic? Do activi-
ties you enjoy because you are living your life 
now, not later.

Seriously consider taking a gap year or 
two before applying. If you have any doubt 
about medicine at all or want extra life expe-
rience, a stronger application, a break — do 
it. The median age for medical school ma-
triculation is 24. I have only met people who 
wish they took gap years, never people who 
regretted taking gap years. Practically speak-
ing, gap years will increase your competitive-
ness. Most of your fellow interviewees will 
have had gap years, and they bring notice-
ably more experience and maturity. Gap years 
also allow you the full benefit of four years 
at an undergraduate institution. You can 
spread out your science requirements so you 
can explore more fields before you commit 
to a major. In interviews, you can talk about 
four years of involvement and experience in 
college rather than three. In addition, from a 
wellness perspective, applying during senior 
year is brutal — I was barely in class, barely 
sleeping, barely seeing friends and barely 
squeaking by in school. It feels like a poor 
use of tuition money to barely ever be at Rice 
or to be unable to take advantage of so many 
things I wanted to do senior year. 

Give back to Rice. Wherever I go, I always 
come away immensely grateful for all that 
Rice has given me in resources, opportunities 
and support. Pay it forward by giving back to 
Rice and mentoring others. Continue that tra-
dition of support wherever you go. 

In all, be motivated by love, not fear. Lis-
ten to those Disney movies: Be yourself. You 
are smart and capable. If you really believe 
this path is what you want, you will make it 
happen. Best of luck.

          Jenny Wen is a  
                                             McMurtry College senior.

Rice must stomp negative stigmas 
against victims of sexual violence

Jenny  Wen

Party Patrol

Brown’s Bacchanalia

Rating Categories
Thresher 

Staff
Opinion

PRIVATE PARTIES B

INTANGIBLES
Perceived security, alcohol safety, accesibil-

ity, anything else that affected the night
B+

B-

B-

B-

Student
 Body* 

Opinion

B-

B+

A-

B+

B+

ATMOSPHERE
Theme and decor

OVERALL GRADE

MUSIC/DANCING
People getting freaky?

“The pancakes were awesome. I ap-
preciated that there were so many 
starchy foods readily available to make 
sure no one was empty-stomached  
while drinking.”

“What happened to parties starting at 10 
p.m.? It was almost midnight before the 
crowds showed up.”

“Privates were more busy than the public.” 

“Some sort of half-goat dude tried to hit 
on me.”

“Pancakes were a definite plus.”

“It was gross, except Molly was there.”

*Based on a poll of 78 undergraduate students
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RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period April 13-15.

Residential Colleges
Brown College

Other Buildings
Recreation Center
Recreation Center
Rice Visual Arts

Other Locations
Off campus

April 13

April 10
April 12
April 13

April 15

Liquor violations

Active case
Cleared
Theft of bicycle

Active case

by Christen Sparago
Thresher Staff

Rice University alumni from the past de-
cade have selected professor of biochemistry 
and cell biology Michael Gustin as this year’s 
recipient of the George R. Brown Prize for Ex-
cellence in Teaching.

According to Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson, alumni who graduated two, four 
and five years ago vote to nominate their pro-
fessors. The awards are then given to the 10 
professors with the most votes, one of whom 
receives the award for excellence in teaching. 
The remaining nine professors receive awards 
for superior teaching.

Gustin, a professor at Rice since 1988, said 
he feels honored to receive his award.

“Teaching is being challenged by new ideas 
about how to teach students, particularly in 
the sciences,” Gustin said. “An important part 
of teaching a course is to try to build a commu-
nity. It’s an opportunity to learn together. Every 
time I teach, I’m always learning.”

Gustin said the increasing number of on-
line courses can sometimes lack this sense of 
community.

Gustin said he began to ask himself last 
year about the purpose of a university and 
came to the answer that, in university courses, 

teachers can pass their interest in the material 
on to their students more effectively.

 “I’m a pretty enthusiastic guy,” Gustin said. 
“I like what I’m working on, both in teaching 
and research. I think that enthusiasm is infec-
tious for students.”

Gustin said his experience as a Wiess Col-
lege master has been pivotal in his effort to 
learn all of his students’ names in his introduc-
tory biology course this year. 

Hutchinson said all 10 recipients of Brown 
teaching awards will be honored at 3 p.m. Mon-
day, April 22 at a reception in Keck Hall Room 100. 
Last year’s winner, John and Ann Doerr Professor 
of Computational and Applied Mathematics Mark 
Embree, will give a lecture about his experiences 
teaching in the Department of Computational 
and Applied Mathematics. All Rice students are 
invited to attend, Hutchinson said.

Hutchinson said the Committee on Teach-
ing, which chooses the recipients from those 
nominated by alumni, takes class size and sub-
ject into consideration.

“There is a concern that large classes have 
more alumni, so [they] may attract more votes 
than small classes,” Hutchinson said. “This 
method actually makes it possible for recogni-
tion for faculty teaching all kinds of classes.”

According to Hutchinson, the nine recipients 
of awards in superior teaching are professor of 
biochemistry and cell biology Yousif Shamoo, 
assistant professor of mechanical engineering 
and materials science Brent Houchens, pro-
fessor in the practice of bioengineering Ann 
Saterbak, professor of economics James Brown, 
associate professor of history Alexander Byrd, 
associate professor of sociology Rachel Kimbro, 
professor of architecture Carlos Jimenez, profes-
sor of English Helena Michie and professor of 
mathematics Michael Wolf.

Kimbro said receiving her award was a ma-
jor highlight of her career.

“I really thrive on in-classroom engagement 
with my students,” Kimbro said. “I’m very 
proud to join the large cadre of other sociology 
professors who have won this award.”

Gustin wins George R. 
Brown teaching award

Jarvis Sam wins national 
championship in speech

by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

Hanszen College senior Jarvis Sam won a 
National Championship in Communication 
Analysis at the American Forensic Associa-
tion National Individual Events Tournament 
held from April 2-5 in Hutchinson, Kan. at 
Hutchinson Community College, becoming the 
first Rice University student to win a national 
championship since 2007. 

To qualify for participation in this national 
tournament, participants must compete in at 
least three final rounds during the tournament 
season, Sam said. 

During the three days at nationals, Sam 
went through three preliminary rounds, a 
quarterfinal, a semifinal and a final round, de-
feating approximately 360 competitors in his 
category, Sam said.

Sam said he thinks having a personal in-
vestment in the speech is important.

“If you put in the time and effort to the ac-
tivity, but [also] have a genuine emotional con-
nection to your speech, then your delivery and 
your presentation and your style and research 
... will undoubtedly show through,” Sam said.

by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

OwlSpark, Rice University’s newest orga-
nization to further entrepreneurship by Rice 
students, recently received a $200,000 grant 
from the Laura and John Arnold Founda-
tion. The funding will go toward social en-
trepreneurship ventures that will be added 
to the program this summer, according to 
OwlSpark co-founder Veronica Saron.

Saron, a Will Rice College junior, said Owl-
Spark will provide Rice-affiliated startups with 
the resources, funding and space required to 
launch companies and that the funds will go 
toward living expenses, basic prototype cre-
ation and implementation for startups accepted  
this summer.

“The second priority for funds will be for pro-
gram costs during the summer, since mentoring 
is all via volunteer,” Saron said. “Right now, there 
is a fundraising campaign going on within the 
[Office of Resource Development] for the contin-
ued endowment of OwlSpark as a program and 
institution here on campus.”

Saron said OwlSpark has funding through 
Rice University, the Rice Center for Engineering 
Leadership and, the Rice Alliance for Technology 
and Entrepreneurship.

Will Rice College freshman Victoria Arango 
said she is excited for the continuing opportuni-
ties at Rice for entrepreneurship.

“Having this club on campus allows student to 
interact with businesses in a formal manner and 
give them the opportunity to improve their skills 
before [entering] the real world,” Arango said.

Owlspark receives $200k 
grant for entrepreneurship

An important part of teach-
ing a course is trying to cre-
ate a community.

Mike Gustin
Professor of biochemistry               

and cell biology
Jarvis Sam
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The following were noted at the meeting of the Student Association on Apr. 15.

■■■ SA Treasurer Michael Pan presented a summary of the proposed SA budget 
with a breakdown of 2012-13 revenues and expenditures, as well as a tenta-
tive breakdown of 2013-14 expenditures. The budget will be revisited and ap-
proved in the fall.

■■■ New Student Representatives Nitin Agrawal and Hannah Chen discussed 
feedback from the recent spring registration process. Problems that were 
identified include unequal caps for cross-listed classes, lack of options for 
designating alternate courses, and challenges for students wishing to grad-
uate early caused by the matriculation-based priority system. Agrawal and 
Chen will bring ideas for improvements back to the SA Academics Commit-
tee, including moving the initial add/drop window from early morning to late 
evening, allowing students to drop classes before the add window opens, and 
implementing a hybrid system with priority determined by credit hours within 
each matriculation year. Send comments and suggestions to nitin.agrawal@
rice.edu or hannah.chen@rice.edu.

■■■ SA Student Life Standing Committee Chair Min Ji Kim announced that Fondren 
Library will have extended hours during the finals period. It will be open from 
Sunday, April 21 at 8 a.m. until Wednesday, May 1 at 9 p.m. Use of the library 
during the added hours will be considered in determining whether a 24/7 sys-
tem during finals may be permanently implemented next year.

■■■ Will Rice College freshman Cynthia Bau is looking into the possibility of Hous-
ing and Dining providing food at North and Seibel Serveries for dinner on 
Saturday, April 27. The cost would be around $2 per student, which could be 
paid via tetra points. “Like” your college senators’ posts on Facebook to help 
them gauge student interest. Send suggestions to cb19@rice.edu.

■■■ Varsity Student Liaisons Will Maxwell and Renee Anderson introduced the 
Rally Club, a newly revived student club aimed at increasing student support 
for Rice Athletics across campus. The club will launch a reward system during 
Orientation Week 2013 under which students can swipe their ID at athletics 
events to earn points redeemable for Rice merchandise. There will also be a 
website where students can check their points balance.

This was the last SA meeting of the school year. The SA will next meet Monday, 
August 26 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

toward. We also provide baskets and locks.”
Additionally, partner rentals are an op-

tion, in which a student can rent a bike and 
share it with a friend, according to McCrory. 

This option costs $70 total per semester, $35 
per person.

Martel senior Anna Meriano said she 
likes the concept of Rice Bike Share.

“I think bike renting is a great idea, es-
pecially for people who don’t have cars but 
occasionally need to go off campus to some-
where nearby,” Meriano said.

0BIKE SHARE
 from page 1

0ALCOHOL
 from page 1

“[For] people who have already demonstrated 
that they can be responsible and reasonable and 
safe, those numbers won’t be new to them,” Yu, 
a junior, said. “They won’t think, ‘24 people, oh 
crap!’ One of the benefits will be that people inter-
rogate their normative definition of what it means 
to throw a safe party.”

Yu said she cautions against a misinterpreta-
tion of these limits as an attempt to over-police 
student behavior.

“Based on their experiences, people are going 
to question those nitpicky details, and they’re go-
ing to want to push them,” Yu said. “That’s not 
the intention. The intention is to put these things 
into perspective, but in order to do that, you have 
to draw the line somewhere.”

Sid Richardson College Master Dale Sawyer 
agreed, saying he hopes the changes will not af-
fect the role of the masters in relation to the col-
lege’s drinking culture.

“I don’t think any of the masters want to be 
put in the position of being policemen,” Sawyer 
said. “I do want to be able to talk openly and hon-
estly with the students at Sid so that we can work 
together to try to find ways to allow parties ... to be 
fun and engaging and yet keep in mind [Hutchin-
son’s] three R’s — being reasonable, responsible 
and respectful.”

Martel College freshman Alina Dattagupta 
said she would be potentially concerned about 
students going off campus to drink because of the 
stricter regulations.

“I’m scared that [the drinking culture] might 
move off campus, which in the end is a lot more 
dangerous,” Dattagupta said. “We’re lucky that 
we have so many amenities on campus like [Rice 
Emergency Medical Services] and caregiving. No-
body needs a designated driver.”

Dattagupta said she thought enforcement 
would be the most important challenge both for 
college leadership and students in general.

“Each college will have to enforce it in a certain 
way,” Dattagupta said. “[Rice University Police De-
partment] isn’t going to break down doors.”

In terms of enforcement, Hutchinson noted the 
importance of increased training for chief justices 
and regular meetings between chief justices and 
Associate Dean of Undergraduates Don Ostdiek.

“The chief justices will have to make sure that 
[hosts] are compliant with these requirements and 
that the students involved are going to be reason-
able, responsible and respectful,” Hutchinson said.

Yu said she thinks it will be crucial for chief 
justices to maintain good relationships with the 
members of their colleges.

“Please reach out to your CJs if you have 
concerns,” Yu said. “We want to be reasonable 
and proactive and have people understand 
that the concerns that everyone else has, we 
have them as well.”

Modifications have also been made to more 
clearly define the responsibilities of private gath-
ering hosts. Changes include requirements such 
as the host registering the party with the chief 
justice 24 hours before the gathering, remaining 
present at all times during the gathering and ob-
serving guest limits on the party, Hutchinson said. 
Hosts will also be required to maintain control 
over all alcohol at the party, including refraining 
from serving to minors and ensuring that guests 
who have had too much to drink do not receive 
any more alcohol, he said.

Although the changes will not go into effect 
until the 2013-14 school year, Hutchinson said he 
urges students to be mindful of the changes as 
they finish this school year.

“Continued cooperation this semester with 
the spirit of the new policy is highly desirable,” 
Hutchinson said.



Senior works by Vinita Israni (Top),  Jessie Anderson (bottom left),  Elena Lacey (bottom middle) and Jenna Kripal (bottom right)

by Kaylen Strench
A&E Editor 

On Thursday, April 18, the Rice Depart-
ment of Visual and Dramatic Arts hosted 
it’s 50th annual undergraduate exhibition.

The show included an awards ceremony 
and reception, a film showcase, and a dis-
play in the Matchbox Gallery and featured 
“A5,” the senior showcase located on the 
fourth floor of Sewall Hall. The exposition 
of senior art and film majors’ work is, ac-
cording to professor of visual and dramatic 
arts John Sparagana, a thesis of sorts, in-
tended to represent the conclusion of stu-
dents’ year developing their art.  

“All year is an investigation,” Sparagana 
said. “The exhibition is meant to represent 
that year of inquiry and experimentation. 
In some cases, it’s a culmination of what’s 
been going on all year; in some cases, it’s a 
mix of things; sometimes, it’s very last-minute.”

Sparagana said the use of the studio as 
a gallery space is meant to convey the idea 
that the exhibition is an extension of the 
full year of development and ex-
ploration. The name of the exhi-
bition, “A5,” is derived from the 
label of the white paint that coats 
the fourth floor’s walls and which 
students use to cover up any ac-
cidental paint splashes.

“Years ago, [the exhibition] 
was in the Rice Gallery, and it was 

very professional.” Sparagana said. “It was 
just that students didn’t have much con-
trol over the installation, and there wasn’t 
much of a creative process in formulating 
the exhibition. So, in one sense it felt like a 
loss [to switch spaces], in that [the Rice Gal-
lery] was such a showy exhibition space, 
but this has actually felt much more excit-
ing for the students.”  

The exhibition, which will stay on dis-
play until May 11, takes up the entirety of 
the fourth floor of Sewall Hall and includes 
a diverse range of mediums — from film to 
organic materials to more traditional medi-
ums. Sid Richardson College senior Jessie An-
derson filled an entire room with sculptures 
constructed from made and found objects. 

Anderson said she feels the exhibition is 
not intended to portray a particular theme, 
just each artist’s personal style and ap-
proach to creating his or her art.  

“I don’t really have a theme, just a cer-
tain type of material [I use],” Anderson 
said. “I think, though, when people come 
in and see it, they see something coherent 
— my personal touch. I probably don’t rec-

ognize it, like 
people don’t 
recognize the 
smell of their 
own house.”

 

Other artists, like Duncan College senior 
Lisa Biletska, used more traditional medi-
ums. Biletska, inspired by a class she took 
during a previous semester, constructed 
a variety of 3-D sculptures using different 
kinds of paper.  

“I didn’t really use any kind of rules 
when designing [these pieces],” Biletska 
said. “I just kind of came up with it intui-
tively and went with it.”

Unique to this year’s exhibition is the 
addition of senior film majors’ work to the 
visual arts majors’ pieces. Six students 
chose to simply play their films on a loop, 
while the rest synthesized visual art and film 
by creating an installation. Lovett College 
senior Jennifer Dayrit, who made three short 
films parodying alcohol commercials, chose 
to complement her pieces with an installa-
tion around the screen intended to represent 
a stereotypically trashy bar scene.

“This is the first time film students have 
been included in the senior studio [exhibi-
tion],” Dayrit said. “But they asked us, and 
we said yes .... We’re really excited to be [a 
part] of it.”

While the official exhibition event is 
over, the senior film and visual arts majors’ 
work will be on display on the fourth floor of 
Sewall Hal until May 11.

GUY TORRY
He’s a BET host, he’s friends with 
Matt Damon and now he’s com-
ing to Houston. Catch comedian 
Guy Torry April 19-20 at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday, April 21 at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets start at $15. Guests must 
be 21 to enter. 

Improv Comedy Showcase 
7620 Katy Freeway
www.improv.com

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Our picks for events 

outside the hedges, both 
around Rice and in the 

Houston area, for this week.

LUMINEERS
The Lumineers have come to il-
luminate Houston’s spirits. At 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 24, 
they’ll be at the Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion, capturing the 
hearts of the audience (Ho!) with 
some of their best hits (Ho!). 
General admission is $49.50. 

Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavillion

2005 Lake Robbins Drive 
www.woodlandscenter.org

MENIL FESTIVAL
The Menil Community Arts Fes-
tival and the Houston Indie Book 
Festival have joined in holy hip-
ster matrimony. Check out this 
sure-to-amaze festival Saturday, 
April 20 for art exhibitions, lit-
erature, music and more. The 
event runs from 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
and is free to the public. 

Menil Collection
1515 Sul Ross
www.menil.org

PICASSO 
Just the mention of Pablo Pi-
casso’s “Guernica” calls to mind 
political passion, the act of rebel-
lion and, of course, the wonder 
of its creator. This weekend, the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston is 
hosting a lecture discussing the 
founding and impact of Picasso’s 
most famous work. The lecture 
is Friday, April 19 at 1:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, April 20 at 4 p.m. Ad-
mission is $5. 

Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston

1001 Bissonnet ST.
www.mfah.org

Few people have the ability to hate like 
Louis C.K. can, and in the first two seasons 
of his sitcom-defying television program 
Louie, he turns anger into an art form.

Louie is loosely based on the day-to-
day life of C.K. himself. Louie is quiet and 
caustic, but more than anything, percep-
tive. He is a stand-up comedian, and his 
onstage performances occasionally inter-
ject themselves in the series — the Seinfeld 
comparisons are warranted. He avoids 
cynicism and always reminds the viewer 
there is nothing and no one he loathes 
more than himself. A typical episode in-
volves equal parts sighs to laughs, but 
be warned, the show often spreads these 
moments of hilarity and poignancy amid 
a vast sea of buildup. Still, the lethargic 
pace of the show compliments C.K.’s sub-
tle comedic style.

There is no laugh track, and charac-
ter development is minimal. The series 
is comprised of mostly independent epi-
sodes, and consistency is not a primary 
concern (In season one, the actress who 
plays his mother changes without expla-
nation). Usually, the episodes deal with 
specific themes such as life after divorce 
and issues Louie faces as a single parent. 
In one particularly funny stand-up bit, 
Louie talks about his role as a cafeteria 
volunteer and the needlessly sophisticated 
design of milk cartons for small hands.

C.K. writes, directs and stars in nearly 
every episode, which appears to reinforce 
the show’s central theme of isolation. Sur-
prisingly, this sense of loneliness is per-
haps the show’s greatest strength. While 
Louie does occasionally wallow in its self-
loathing, it nonetheless serves the valid 
purpose of making Louie’s problems seem 
human and relatable. His loneliness helps 
the viewer cope with similar problems. 
Even though the show is categorically 
bleak, it often leaves the viewer strangely 
uplifted. I suspect this comes from Louie’s 
ability to seem like a friend.

Louie is not the friend you want when 
you are excited or the friend who can in-
stantly cheer you up with a punchy one-
liner. He is, however, the friend who does 
not need orange Wellbeing Week flags to 
indicate why he is unwell. He knows and 
probably has something rather funny 
to say on the matter. Louie is the type of 
friend who shows you his D-minus in Phys-

ics 101 to make you feel less alone.
It is almost time for finals. Louie 

is your best friend.

Friday, april 19, 2013    | 6

Reed Thornburg
Thresher Editorial Staff

Louie, Louie, 
Louie, Louie!

VADA students showcase talent in new mediums

Dante ZakhiDov/thresher
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by Saira Weinzimmer
For the Thresher

Justin Cronin grew up in New England 
and attended Harvard University and the 
Iowa Writers’ Workshop. He is the author of 
the New York Times best-selling The Passage 
trilogy, Mary and O’Neil and The Summer 
Guest and has been published in multiple 
journals. He is also the recipient of the Ste-
phen Crane Prize, a Whiting Writers’ Award, 
the PEN/Hemingway Award and a Pew Fel-
lowship in the Arts. From 2003 to 2012, Cro-
nin was a professor of English at Rice Univer-
sity, where he founded R2: The Rice Review, 
Rice’s literary magazine, in 2004. He now 
lives with his family in Houston and is cur-
rently hard at work on The City of Mirrors, the 
third and final book in The Passage trilogy.  

You are the founding father of R2. How 
has your life changed since you started 
the magazine? 

The big difference is that I don’t teach any-
more. I was a teacher of one kind or another 
for close to 30 years. I started as a high school 
teacher, then became a graduate teaching assis-
tant, then a professor at three different universi-
ties. I don’t know if I’ll ever be back — probably 
I will at some point — but in the meantime, it’s 
a great luxury just to focus on my own work and 
read only the things I want to read. 

The other change is that I have something 
rather like a public life. I do a lot of media, 
meet readers at book events and conven-
tions, interact with thousands of people 
through Facebook and Twitter. Before The 
Passage, my life was rather small. It still is, 
at least in the day-to-day, and most of the 
writing life is very solitary. You don’t write a 
novel with a crowd in the room. But it’s been 
something of an adjustment for me to inter-
act with so many people I haven’t actually 
shared a meal with.

 In addition to managing R2, you were 
also a professor of English at Rice and 
taught creative writing. Was there a piece 
of writing advice you gave to students 
that you find difficult to follow yourself?

 Just about everything I said is hard for 
any writer to follow. One of the great benefits 
of teaching all those years was that I got the 
chance to remind myself of all those easily 
mislaid rules — simple stuff, like to remem-
ber the reader and forget about yourself. 

 In both The Passage and The Twelve, 
you have a large cast. How do you manage 
so many characters?

 You manage them mostly by feel. Whose 
turn is it to talk? Whose storyline has been 
parked at the curb for a while and needs to 
move ahead? A book acquires its own inter-
nal rhythms, and those rhythms tell you what 
to do. As for where these imaginary people 
come from, I have no special insights to offer.

 What book or author has inspired you 
the most? How so?

 There are different kinds of inspiration. 
There’s the inspiration of reading something 
so beautiful — a scene, a sentence, a story 
— that you can’t imagine spending your life 
doing anything besides trying to duplicate 
it. The author that did that for me was John 
Cheever, whom I first read in high school. 
I didn’t really understand the ironies of his 
stories, but I knew that his sentences were 
transportingly gorgeous. The other kind of 
inspiration comes from someone who mod-
els the idea of the writing life for you. I’d 
give the nod to George Orwell, whom I didn’t 
read until college. He wasn’t just a great 
prose stylist; he believed that literature was 
a bulwark against cruelty. 

 This portion of an interview with Justin 
Cronin has been provided by R2: The Rice Re-
view. For the complete interview, look for the 
2013 edition of R2, to be released this fall. 

R2 founder discusses ca-
reer as best-selling author
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Life on a rock (Kenney Chesney) — One of the most popular 
touring artists in the country, Kenny Chesney precedes his an-
nual summer tour with another collection of country-pop songs 
in the spirit of the upcoming summer season. Life on a Rock is 
a more personal album for Chesney than his previous records; 
he wrote eight of the songs, including lead single “Pirate Flag,” 
which already has charted in the top 10 of the U.S. country 
singles chart. The album, featuring collaborations with Willie 
Nelson and reggae legends The Wailers, aims to be another hit 
record from Chesney.

The Impossible — This stirring film, starring Academy Award 
nominee Naomi Watts, was a critical favorite for 2012, but after a 
subpar theatrical run, should attract a broader audience through 
its DVD release. The movie tells the inspiring account of a family 
caught in the mayhem of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, but 
the terror is tempered by the unexpected displays of compas-
sion, courage and simple kindness the family encounters during 
the darkest hours of its members’ lives. Bonus features include 
behind-the-scenes documentaries, audio commentary by the di-
rector and deleted scenes.

oblivion – This futuristic sci-fi thriller stars Tom Cruise (Rock 
of Ages) as a security repairman left on Earth after it is devas-
tated by war in 2077. He only has two weeks before he can join 
fellow survivors on a faraway colony, but when he rescues a 
beautiful stranger (Olga Kurylenko, Quantum of Solace), it be-
comes clear his last few days won’t prove uneventful. Also star-
ring Morgan Freeman (Olympus Has Fallen), this ambitious film 
has a blockbuster-sized budget. PG-13. 125 min. 

To Be Loved (Michael Buble) — The eighth studio album 
from one of America’s favorite pop vocalists includes both origi-
nal songs and classic covers, as well as contributions from Bryan 
Adams and a cappella group Naturally 7. The album’s first single, 
“It’s a Beautiful Day,” has yet to find success in America, but it 
has already become a hit internationally. With his new effort, the 
Canadian crooner hopes to capitalize on the success of his multi-
platinum album Christmas and build a larger stateside fan base.
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KTRU the second-
most listened-to  
college radio sta-
tion a second time

by Ellen Trinklein
A&E Editor

Soundtap.com’s competition called “Madness” 
brought together top college radio stations across 
the country April 1-12 in a terse competition of grit 
and music to determine the most listened-to station.

KTRU, in only its second year of participating in 
the competition, beat top stations such as the Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin’s KVRX and Claremont Col-
lege’s KSPC to win the Western division and achieve 
second place overall for the second year in a row. 

KTRU racked up a total of 2,433 hours, 31 min-
utes and 30 seconds of listening time, losing only to 
Carnegie Mellon University’s WRCT, which accumu-
lated over 3,386 hours. 

According to KTRU Station Manager and Duncan 
College junior Nick Ryder, part of KTRU’s success 
was due to its unique programming style.

“When comparing the programming between 
competitors, KTRU stands out” Ryder said. “Our 
broadcast philosophy of playing underexposed, 
eclectic and local music provides us with a unique 
variety of programming that other stations don’t 
have.”

Another strength KTRU has above other college 
stations is the extreme loyalty of KTRU fans, espe-
cially in the Houston community. 

By focusing on its advertising strategy, playing 
good music and continuing to please its fans, KTRU 
proved with this competition that a college station 
does not need a radio wave to make waves. It just 
needs, according to Ryder, a loyal audience. 

“KTRU has a dedicated audience that spans the 
Houston area, the Rice campus and internation-
ally,” Ryder said. “Both times this competition has 
been held, we have been reminded of all the won-
derful listeners [who] continue to support KTRU.”

By Louis LesserThis Week in Entertainment
By Louis Lesser
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by Nicolette Chamberlain-Simon
Thresher Staff

After 12 straight wins, a No. 20 national rank-
ing and a record of 17-4, the Rice University wom-
en’s tennis team closed out one of its best regu-
lar seasons in history. To make the ending even 
sweeter, a senior, captain Katie Gater earned the 
winning point in last Saturday’s Senior Day match 
against the University of Utah to give the Owls a 
4-3 victory.

Gater said she has enjoyed the second half of 
the season and is proud to be on a strong team.

“Ending the regular season on a 12-match win-
ning streak is unbelievable,” Gater said. “I am so 
proud to be a part of this team [that] has been re-
writing history for Rice women’s tennis this year 
and last year.”

Gater, who plays No. 4 singles and No. 2 dou-
bles with sophomore Liat Zimmerman, won both 
of her matches against Utah. Her 8-4 doubles win 
gave Rice the overall doubles point, and her 6-4, 
6-1 singles victory against Utah’s Natasha Smith 
secured the Rice win.

Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt said Gater’s 
performance was a great culmination to her years 
of contribution to the team.

“It was really fitting to have Gater clinch the 
match on Senior Day,” Schmidt said. “She has 
been clutch for us a lot over the past two years, so it 
was nice to have her be able to win that final point 
on Saturday.”

The match also proved to be a big day for 
No. 1 singles sophomore Natalie Beazant, who 
has led Rice with 14 straight singles wins. The 
No. 41 ranked singles player defeated No. 85 Ter-
eza Bekerova in straight sets and was also able to 
bounce back after No. 24 pair Beazant and junior 
Dominique Harmath lost their previous match. 
The doubles team won 8-4 against its 32nd-ranked 
opponents.

Junior Kimberly Anicete won at No. 5 singles (6-
4, 6-1) to set Gater up to win the team match. With 
the victory already secured, Schmidt had freshman 
Solomiya Zinko retire her match in order to rest a 
hurting wrist. According to Gater, many of Rice’s 

matches had slow starts on Saturday, but the team 
was able to fight back to secure the victory.

“I’m proud of our team for really digging in and 
fighting back from a bit of a rough start in singles,” 
Gater said. “I think that we are a scrappy, hard-
working team, so even if we are down early in the 
match, no one gives up.”

Rice earns No. 1 seed for C-USA tournament
After losing only one conference match and sit-

ting at the highest ranking in the conference, Rice 
was able to earn the No. 1 seed for the Conference 
USA tournament. This is the first time Rice has 
earned the first seed since joining C-USA in 2005. 
While the Owls earned the No. 2 seed out of 12 con-
ference members last year, they came in second 
place in the tournament, losing to the University 
of Tulsa in the finals. The last conference victory 
for Rice was in 2006 when they entered the tourna-
ment as the seventh seed. Riding a 12-game win-
ning streak, the team is in position to repeat the 
championship performance of 2006. According to 
Gater, with the way the team has been rolling the 
past two months, it is definitely in the mix to bring 
the conference title back to Rice.

 “We have all been playing well as a team 
across the board, and I think if we continue to 
show the fight we have been showing all season 
we definitely have a great chance of becoming con-
ference [champions],” Gater said.

 The greatest challenge for Rice is currently No. 
26 Tulsa (No. 2 seed in tournament), who beat the 
Owls 5-2 at the beginning of the season. To face 
Tulsa, the team will have to maintain the consis-
tency that they have established going into the 
postseason. 

Schmidt said the tournament will not be easy 
as the ladies are ready for the challenge

 “C-USA has a lot of good teams,” Schmidt said. 
“It’s going to be a really great tournament and we 
are looking forward to the challenge.”

 The four-day tournament began Thursday, 
April 18 at the University of Houston. Rice earned 
a first-round bye and plays its first match Friday. 
against the winner of the University of Alabama, 
Birmingham and Old Dominion University match.

Women’s tennis stays hot: No. 1 in C-USA

by Ian Chiang
Thresher Staff

Rice University’s baseball team is currently 
ranked No. 23 in the nation. However, another 
baseball team exists on campus that many stu-
dents may be unfamiliar with despite its similar-
ly impressive track record. Formed in 2004, the 
Rice club baseball team has now played in more 

than 100 games, but the team had a rocky start. 

Between 2005 and 2009, the squad played in the 
National Club Baseball Association Division II 
and amassed a record of 24-62. From there, the 
team found a new home in District VII, where it 
began to show signs of improvement. This year, 
the club team is having one of its best seasons 
yet with a 16-4 record including, a 13-game win-
ning streak and is focusing on the regional and 
national rounds of competition.

 The club baseball president Alex Kendall, 
a senior, said he thought his baseball career 
was over after high school and that he is glad 
he found a home on the club team.

 “I played baseball in high school and had 
given away all my pants and gear thinking 
that I was done playing,” Kendall said. “The 
president at the time, Chris Brown, really 
pushed me to play my freshman year.”

 Kendall said some of his favorite memories 
include the times the team spends together off 
the field, specifically when it travels.

 “One thing that’s really unique about our team 
is how much we make fun of each other,” Kendall 
said. “We always know that we will be heckling 
our own guys more than any team will ever heckle 
us. It really helps us stay loose and have fun.”

 Senior Christopher Walker, who also be-
came involved with the organization early 
during his freshman year at Rice, was one 
of the pitchers who helped lead the Owls to 
an overall ranking of No. 5 in the NCBA polls 
during the 2010 season.

Walker said one of his favorite moments 
came when he sent the team to the national 
finals his freshman year. 

 “My favorite moment so far was from my 
freshman year when I pitched a complete 
game shutout to send us to the national tour-
nament in Johnstown, Penn.,” Walker said. 
“We played Texas A&M Corps of Cadets and 
needed to win the last game to make nation-
als. Once there, my second-favorite moment 
occurred when the team presented me with 
an MVP trophy [and said] ‘We wouldn’t have 
made it here without you.’”

 Walker said that, while being on a club 
team may not require the same time commit-
ment as a varsity team, it still requires a cer-
tain amount of dedication.

 “We have two-a-days twice a week for 
about an hour for each practice that includes 
defensive drills in the afternoon and batting 
practice at the cages at [Reckling Park] at 
night,” Walker said.

 Club baseball vice president and treasur-
er Oscar Turner, a sophomore, said club base-

ball requires just the right amount of time for 
players to excel on and off the field.

 “Club baseball is run in a way that makes 
it easy to balance the team with work,” Turner 
said. “If you need to miss practice for another 
obligation, everyone understands because 
they have been in the same position before.”

 As the end of the season nears, the team 
has been experiencing more ups than downs. 
Turner said he believes several factors have 
played into the success of the team this sea-
son, including improvement of its offense.

 “We had a lot of returning players from 
last year,” Turner said. “Last year, our pitch-
ing and defense were very strong, but our 
hitting was much less than stellar. This year, 
we gained another great pitcher with the ad-
dition of freshman Zach Satira, and we have 
even more talent and speed in the field. We’ve 
also gained multiple strong bats and are hit-
ting significantly better than last year.”

 According to Walker, playing for the same 
school as a Division I baseball team has led 
to little recognition for the the club baseball 
team, especially since the organization plays 
its games off campus.

 “Several people at Will Rice [College] 
know that we’re enjoying a lot of success be-
cause [Kendall] and I let people know that 
we’re playing and how it goes,” Walker said. 
“Other than that, I think we’re seen as a pret-
ty low-key club.”  

 Kendall said he has also felt the team’s 
relative anonymity.

 “That doesn’t bother me at all, really, but 
it’s pretty cool to get some attention like this 
every now and then,” Kendall said.

 Walker said the team looks ready to im-
prove from last season on the journey toward 
the national championship. He said he is ex-
cited about the opportunity to compete at the 
highest level.

 “I feel very good about our chances this 
year to make a run at a national champion-
ship,” Walker said. “We’re very balanced, 
and if there was a year to do it while I’ve been 
here, then this would definitely be it.”

Club baseball aims toward trip to Nationals

A women’s tennis player leaps for a shot against the University of Utah last Saturday. 
The Owls start play in the C-USA tournament  Friday against UAB or Old Dominion.

Isabella  adamIak/Thresher

A Rice club player stands on the mound and is about to wind up and deliver to the plate. 
The club team is currently 16-4 and is hot going into regionals in Kingwood, TX on May 4th.

CourTesy of JaCob hernandez
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The Fifth Lap

Rice fight, never die
I’ve started trying to formulate this col-

umn several times over the last week now. 
This is my last Fifth Lap column.

 I’ve been searching for a story to tell or 
an image to describe, something that would 
capture the essence of Rice and Rice athletics.

 The first ideas came from Night of the Owl, 
the Department of Athletics awards event.

 There was, for example, the playing of a 
SportsCenter feature on O.J. Brigance (Lovett 
‘92). Brigance was a football standout while at 
Rice and then went on to become a Super Bowl 
champion as the special teams captain for the 
2000-01 Baltimore Ravens. Brigance has spent 
the last five years living with amyotrophic lat-
eral sclerosis, an incurable motor neuron dis-
ease that took away his ability to walk, to use 
his arms and, eventually, to talk on his own. 
Throughout his illness, Brigance has contin-
ued to go to work and continued to find a way 
to make a difference in the lives of others.

Even though I’ve seen the video several 
times, I am still always moved by it. Brigance 
not only represents the excellence of Rice, but 
also exemplifies an amazing resilience and 
commitment to making life better for those 
around him. While Brigance’s actions in the 
face of an extreme illness are the epitome of 
these virtues, over the last five years, I have 
seen the same spirit of resilience and commit-
ment embodied by my friends, teammates, 
classmates and the Rice community.

A second idea came from the night’s senior 
responses. These speeches consistently and 
prominently featured the ways in which the 
Rice community had stood behind the seniors 

throughout their successes and struggles, 
both on the field and off of it. One of Rice’s 
greatest assets is a culture that cares about 
people as people and is driven to see them 
succeed, not to weed them out. Thanks to that 
culture, this is a place where people can over-
come adversity. Rice is better because of it.

Blue, Gray, in the Sky
Then, I started thinking back to the early 

days of my Rice career. Most of my first-semes-
ter mornings were spent traversing Hermann 
Park and Brays Bayou with my teammate and 
close friend Matt Carey.

The conversations on those runs ranged 
from the nerdy to the mundane to the com-
pletely absurd. Occasionally, the conversa-
tions would float over to our goals, our future 
ambitions and the things we hoped to accom-
plish before we left the hedges.

Looking back almost five years later, it’s 
amazing to see how our paths have twisted 
and turned. Some of those original goals were 
checked off, while others never will be. Some 
of our future ambitions remain the same, 
while others have changed dramatically. Col-
lege rarely presents the linear passage we ex-
pect when we are 18. Yet the experiences, dis-
coveries and people we meet here will impact 
who we are for the rest of our lives.

Stand, Cheer, Drink More Beer
And, finally, I began thinking about the in-

delible sports moments from the last five years.
They start with the extraordinary moments 

like watching women’s volleyball and men’s 
tennis win conference tournaments, follow-
ing women’s soccer and swimming along the 
way to their conference titles, having Jason 
Colwick win an NCAA pole vault title and 
Becky Wade race in the finals of the steeple-
chase at the U.S. Olympic Trials, and cheering 
on men’s basketball to its first win ever over 
the University of Memphis.

Then there were the viscerally grabbing 
moments. There were the moments of pain-
ful helplessness watching people I care 
about struggle with injuries. There were the 
moments of emptiness when I felt like I let 
my team down.

And there were the beautifully ordinary 
moments. There were the crisp nights spent 
out at the track with the Texas Medical Cen-
ter lit up in the background. There were the 
spring afternoons shared with friends at 
Reckling Park. There were the massive Satur-
day morning team brunches after long runs 
in early October.

  For me, Rice has meant opportunity: 
athletic opportunity, academic opportunity, 
extracurricular opportunity, and the oppor-
tunity to work and live with truly amazing 
individuals. It is hard to express just how ap-
preciative I am of all those who have made 
those opportunities possible, and I hope 
they realize just how large an impact they 
have had on me and the thousands of other 
students who have or will pass through the 
Sallyport.

Rice University is not perfect. Neither is 
Rice Athletics. But as I prepare to attend my 
final classes as an undergraduate and ap-
proach my final track meets as a Rice stu-
dent-athlete, I leave incredibly proud to have 
been a part of this university.

There truly isn’t anywhere else like the 
campus on South Main.

Go... Go... Go Rice!

 Gabe  Cuadra by Daniel Elledge
Thresher Staff

After a close 4-3 loss to Southern Meth-
odist University over the weekend, the 
Owls head into the 2013 Conference USA 
tournament, which will be held in Mem-
phis, Tenn. Rice University finished the 
regular season with a 10-13 record and will 
have to win the C-USA tournament if it 
wants to qualify for the NCAA tournament.

The Owls come in as the sixth seed and 
will go up against Tulane University in 
their first-round matchup Friday. Tulane 
defeated Rice two weeks ago on the Green 
Wave’s home court in a back-and-forth 
match, 4-3. 

Head Coach Efe Ustundag said the draw 
presents a challenge since Rice will have to 
defeat the top three teams — the University 
of Tulsa, the University of Memphis and 
Tulane — if the Owls expect to come out 
with the C-USA championship. 

“We have to go through the first, sec-
ond and third teams,” Ustundag said. “It 
is a tough road, but again, we played all 
of these teams closely during the regular 
season. If we show attitude and show our 
true quality, then I think we can beat Tu-
lane. We will see if they can beat us twice 
in a row.”

Even with the prospect of being the 
first men’s tennis team in several years to 
finish the year with a losing record, senior 
Jonathan Chang said the team does not 
feel any pressure since no one outside of 
Rice expects it to advance past day one of 
the tournament.  

Men’s tennis in 
slump headed 
to Conference 
USA tournament

0see Tennis, page 11

While Brigance’s actions in the 
face of an extreme illness are the 
epitome of these virtues, over the 
last five years, I have seen the 
same spirit of resilience and com-
mitment embodied by my friends, 
teammates, classmates and the 
Rice community.
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“I think being the sixth seed, we do not feel 
any pressure,” Chang said. “We have to stay 
loose and trust ourselves to play to our abili-
ties. To win conference, it is crucial that every-
one plays up to that level.”

In previous years, the Owls have held high-
er rankings going into the C-USA tournament 
and felt more pressure in terms of landing an 
NCAA bid. The last two years, Rice went into 
the C-USA tournament holding the No. 2 seed.

Ustundag agreed with Chang, saying he 
hopes the players play freely.

“At this point, I do not think there is any 
pressure,” Ustundag said. “Every team we 
faced in the conference, we lost to. It is not 
like we are going in as a favorite or going in 
protecting our ranking. This year, it is easier 
because it is win or go home.”

Even with the loss to SMU on Sunday, 
the Owls still celebrated Senior Day, salut-
ing the work of seniors Peter Frank, Dylan 
Tozier and Chang. 

Chang said he has enjoyed his time at Rice 
and he cannot believe that his four years are al-
most over. For him, it has been an amazing ride.

“This year was different from previous 
years since we had a very young squad, but 
I really enjoyed all of my coaches and team-
mates,” Chang said. “I wish I had another year 
at Rice.”

Ustundag said he was proud of all three se-
niors for their dedication and hard work over 
the years but that their time is not done yet.

 “It is sentimental,” Ustundag said. “[Se-
nior Day] is a nice ceremony, but it is not the 
end of the road. I will not reflect on the end 
of their [careers] just yet because there is still 
tennis to be played.”

Ustundag said that if the Owls show true 
determination this weekend, they could be the 
ones lifting the trophy at the end of the C-USA 
tournament.

“After the SMU match, I believe with all of 
my heart we can win that tournament,” Us-
tundag said. “However, it is going to take more 
than my belief to get us to win. If we want to 
make a major statement, we have to come out 
hungry.”

by Ryan Glassman
Thresher Staff

Locked in a race near the top of the Con-
ference USA standings, the Rice baseball team 
lost its first weekend series of the season after 
dropping two of three games at home against 
the University of Central Florida. 

It was a tough weekend for top 1-2 pitch-
ing duo junior Austin Kubitza and sophomore 
Jordan Stephens. They entered last weekend’s 
home series against UCF a combined 8-3 for 
the season with a 1.83 ERA and were averaging 
nearly 10 strikeouts per nine innings pitched.

Both Kubitza and UCF starter Chris Matu-
lis struggled with control in the Friday night 
opener, combining to issue 13 walks and hit 
three batters in a total of 12 innings pitched. 
But Rice went just 1-for-13 at the plate with 
runners in scoring position, leaving 13 runners 
on base. Kubitza allowed a pair of runs in 4 2/3 
innings pitched, and the Owls fell 5-1 in the 
opener.

Stephens was solid in his outing Satur-
day, but the offense showed more resilience 

throughout the game behind its sophomore 
starter. Stephens was chased from the game in 
the sixth inning, and the Owls fell behind 7-4 
heading into the ninth. The Owls rallied for 
three runs to tie the game in the bottom of the 
ninth and force extra innings. But UCF put up 
another four-run inning in the 12th, taking ad-
vantage of two hits and an error to go ahead 11-7 
late. The Owls’ bats were unable to put together 
any runs in the bottom half, and Rice lost 11-7, 
dropping its first weekend series of the year.

Head Coach Wayne Graham’s team was able 
to salvage the last game of the series Sunday, ral-
lying late and holding on for a 7-6 win to improve 
to 7-5 in C-USA play. Junior pitcher John Simms al-
lowed three runs over six innings, but Rice trailed 
4-1 until a big rally in the bottom of the seventh. In 
serious danger of being swept at home in a week-
end series for the first time in 20 years, the Owls 
rallied for six runs on four hits and four walks 
from UCF pitchers to pull ahead 7-4. 

The Knights added a run in the eighth and had 
two runners in scoring position when trailing 7-5 
in the ninth. After a ground ball hit up the middle 
deflected off of the extended glove of sophomore 

shortstop Ford Stainback, allowing one run to 
score, UCF attempted to tie the game on the same 
play with the runner from second base headed for 
the plate. But senior Christian Stringer fired home 
for a game-ending play at the plate, and Rice held 
on for a dramatic 7-6 win.

Senior Michael Ratterree said Stringer 
came through in the clutch to save the Owls 
from a three-game sweep.

“It was a great job by [Stainback] to keep 
the ball in the infield,” Ratterree said. “[String-
er], who’s always heads up, made a good throw 
home, and we tagged him out.”

Ratterree said he was glad the Owls denied 
UCF the sweep, which would have significant-
ly damaged Rice’s chances in the conference 
title race. 

“It would have been a horrible loss for us 
if we got swept at home,” Ratterree said. “It 
keeps us alive in the race for the conference. 
We’re going to have to play flawlessly from 
here on out, but we’re going to have some mo-
mentum going into the midweek.”

The Owls rode that wave of momentum to 
an 11-2 win Tuesday over Texas Tech Univer-
sity, led by Ratterree’s game at the plate. The 
senior went 2-for-4, including a two-run home 
run in the fourth inning to put the Owls ahead 
5-0. Kubitza got the Tuesday start after pitch-
ing just four innings on Friday and returned to 
his usual form by tossing four hitless innings 
against the Red Raiders.

Stainback said the Owls needed a blowout 
win after a rough weekend against UCF. He 
said he hopes Rice can use this offensive burst 
to turn things around. 

“We needed to beat somebody by a lot, and 
we’ve been playing well, so that was really 
good to get a big win like that tonight,” Stain-
back said after his two-RBI night Tuesday. “I 
think everyone really hit well tonight, so that 
was the big positive for us.”

The Owls travel across town for a critical 
three-game set this weekend against rival Uni-
versity of Houston. Houston and Rice current-
ly rank second and third in the C-USA stand-
ings, respectively, trailing only the University 
of Southern Mississippi.

0TENNIS
 from page 10Baseball drops weekend series

A Rice player gets contact on the ball for  a bunt during last weekend’s series against UCF. The 
Owls start a three-game set Friday against their crosstown rival the University of Houston.

Kai Sheng/ThreSher



Rice University
Pulitzer Prize

The RU Observer for its 
incredibly timely and 

somewhat accurate coverage 
of campus events.

Lifetime Achievement 
Award

Mohawk grain alcohol for 
helping countless students 

lose their dignity

2012 Backpage Presents: 
Pub Idol Champion

Jonathan Rivera

Dennis Rodman Award 
for Cultural 

Ambassadorship
Rick Greenspan

I’ve Got a Feeling 
Award for Most Over-

Played Song
I’m Different by 2 Chainz 

edging out Thrift Shop by 
Macklemore and Ryan Lewis

FourLoko Drink of the 
Year Award

Cisco Blue Raspberry

Worst Party Ever
McMurtry College for its 
2013: Party Like There’s 

No Tomorrow for the                
worst surprise

Rice Program
Council Award for 

Event Planning
The Rice University 

Harlem Shake

Walter Mondale 
Award for Election 

Success
Rice Program Council for its 
failed blanket tax increase 

campaign

Best Party Ever
Duncan 453 for its sublime 

Hamster go HAM event

Steve Jobs Memorial 
Award for Misuse of 

Public Funds
Sanjula Jain for her blanket tax 

purchase of an iPad

John Nash Award for 
Drinking Game Theory

Dean Hutch for his new 
formula for determining 
whether a gathering is a 

public party

Jeremy Goodreau 
Award for Least-
Missed Graduate

Seth Brown for his hard work 
at the Thresher

Steve Jackson Award 
for Most Misclass 

Submissions
Danny Connolly

Fuck You Award
Whoever decided putting 

cats and dogs in the library 
when students needed to     
concentrate would be a  

good idea
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WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and Energetic 
teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate is $20 to $32 
per hour.  Flexible schedules.  We provide all 
training, all training is paid, and we pay for travel.  
Email your resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation required. 
Pay $20-40/hr based on experience. Contact 
832-428-8330 and email resume to siyen-
gar777@gmail.com

We are looking for a TUTOR  for an eleventh 
grader to teach Chemistry and Math. We live 

at West University Place about a mile from 
Rice University. Transportation will be pro-
vided if you don’t have one. Please call at 713- 
668- 0946 or Email me at jus221@hotmail.com 
Thanks. Jason Shah

Inner-Loop Family seeks part-time nanny 
for 2 girls ages 6 and 9. We need someone 
who is reliable with own transportation. 
Responsible for care, driving to activities, 
and meal preperation etc. M-F from 3-8:30, 

with occasional weekend travel. $15/hr In-
terested candidates please contact Stepha-
nie wildhare22@yahoo.com or 713-298-9805

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

The Backpage is satire written by Alex Weimheimer and Anthony Lauriello. For comments and concerns, please email ajw3@rice.edu. Art by Claire Elestwani.
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