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Justin Winikoff explains why Rice should of-
fer more courses as enrollment increases.

Sports                                     p. 9
In the 11th hour 
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your day.

Talon provides  
directory of 
student talent

Professional drag queen Felicity Layne belts out a song during the Queers 
and Allies Drag Show on April 5. The show featured both student and 
professional performers and raised $600 for HATCH, a group dedicated to 
supporting and empowering LGBTIQ youth and their allies.

Queers and Allies 
Drag Show 

Technical error confuses add/drop period

Changes 
proposed for 
graduation

by TINa NazeRIaN
ThResheR StaFF

Special skills are the focus of 
Talon, a new online talent directory 
for Rice students. 

Talon founder and lead develop-
er Kevin Lin said Talon is a directory 
that allows students to provide their 
talents and interests in addition to 
their basic contact information.

Lin, a McMurtry College senior, 
said Talon goes beyond students 
working together on problem sets 
and homework and helps pro-
mote collaboration on projects that 
might not be related to their acad- 
emic studies.

“It could be anything from form-
ing a string quartet to building a 
catapult,” Lin said. “There are a 
lot of amazing, talented people on 
campus, and often, you don’t know 
what it is that people do.”

Co-founder and lead designer 
Melissa Teng said Talon’s success is 
dependent on student interest.

“The Rice Players tried to do 
something like this before, but they 
only got less than 50 people,” Teng, 
a Martel College junior, said. “Any-
time you start something at Rice, 
you have this air of apathy, so I was 
super surprised to see that many 
[people] signed up.”

As of Wednesday morning, there 
were 253 people registered on Talon, 
Lin said. Students can sign up for 
Talon with their Rice email address 
and connect with their Facebook 
account to use their existing profile 
picture and contact information, 
Lin said. 

Lin said Talon has not yet re-
ceived funding and that everything 
is being run from his own servers. 

According to Lin, professor of 
electrical and computer engineer-
ing Devika Subramanian will be Tal-
on’s sponsor, and Director of Com-
munications for the Brown School 
of Engineering Ann Lugg helped 
spread word about Talon using the 
engineering email list.

Teng first spoke with Lin about 
making a talent directory last No-
vember and the project was an-
nounced at an Art Lab open house 
in March before the official launch 
April 1.

As for current expansion plans, 
Lin said the plan for the future of 
Talon is to gain enough momen-
tum to make Talon something every 
freshman can sign up for during 
Orientation Week next fall.

Advertising has included a kick-
starter video and college-tailored 
flyers, Lovett College sophomore 
Chase Stewart, who is in charge of 
marketing for Talon, said. 

“I think that Art Lab has always 
kind of taken an unconventional 
approach to marketing, and so far, 
that’s given us wonderful returns on 
investment,” Stewart said.

Will Rice College sophomore 
Lynn Gai said she signed up for 
Talon out of curiosity. 

“To my knowledge, the concept 
of having a talent-finding direc-
tory specifically for Rice students is 
new,” Gai said.

by RaChel MaRCus
EdItoR-IN-ChIeF

Rice students used the ESTHER 
Course Registration Planner for the 
second time to register for fall 2013 
courses. Registrar David Tenney said 
he believes the initial registration pro-
cess went smoothly.

“Of the 1,422 UG-level sections 
in the Fall 2013 schedule, UG stu-
dents input 1,113 of these into their 
[ESTHER Course Registration Plan-
ners],” Tenney stated in a campus-
wide email. “There was high demand 
for 213 of these course sections which 
filled to capacity. “

Students were able to begin using 
the add/drop part of the registration 
process at 7 a.m. April 11. According to 
Tenney, the opening of time slots for 
the add/drop period is supposed to  give 
registration priority to students based 
on their assigned registration group.

Tenney said the Administrative 
Systems department handles the add/
drop PINs, which are the last six digits 
of student ID numbers, that are neces-

sary to make this staggering work on 
the technical side. 

According to Tenney, the Office of 
the Registrar has been advised that 
there was a technical error with the PIN 
assignment process during this regis-
tration period. 

“The outcome [of this error was 
that] some students were able to regis-
ter or wait-list earlier than they should 
have,” Tenney said.  “We’ve done 
some initial review, and in the over-
whelming majority of instances this 
had no impact on registration order. 
There are, however, a small number 
of instances where registrants were 
able to leapfrog over others to get in a 
course or on a waitlist.”

According to Tenney, the error was 
not a result of changes made to the 
initial staggered schedule to accommo-
date a chemistry test.

“We were contacted by the chem-
istry department because of an exam 
scheduled for 7:45 a.m. [on the morn-
ing add/drop opened],” Tenney said. 
“It really didn’t change anything 
except that we reduced the original 

15-minute blocks to 10-minute blocks 
so that all the blocks finished before 
the chemistry exam.”

McMurtry College freshman Eliza-
beth Finley said she noticed the error 
and was able to use the add/drop sys-
tem before her assigned time.

“Last time, with the add/drop thing, 
you weren’t even able to get to the page 
without your six-digit code,” Finley 
said. “But I just tried it, and it worked. I 
was able to get into an open class even 
though it was technically too early.”

McMurtry junior Amanda Wicker 
said she did not have problems with 
the add/drop system but that she is 
not pleased with how registration now 
works in general.

“I logged into ESTHER like nor-
mal,” Wicker said. “I would be really 
upset about [the technical error], but 
I got first on the waitlist for my LPAP, 
so I’m guessing that most people just 
assumed they could only register at 
their set time and didn’t try for any 
other time. I’m still much more upset 
that my 130-plus hours of credit are 
meaningless.”

by Joey CappaRella
News EdItoR

Families of Rice graduates 
may not have to spend as much 
time in the heat thanks to chang-
es to the commencement ceremo-
ny that could be implemented as 
soon as next year.

Deputy Secretary to the Board 
of Trustees Cynthia Wilson, a 
member of the Marshals Com-
mencement Committee called by 
the Office of the President, said 
the discussion began as a re-
sponse to complaints about the 
length of the Saturday morning 
ceremony.

“[The issue] arose due to 
complaints from family mem-
bers who complained about the 
length of the ceremony,” Wilson 
said. “Everybody loves the cer-
emony and thinks it’s beautiful, 
but it gets really hot.”

Lovett College Student Asso-
ciation Senator Christian Neal, 
the student representative to the 
committee, said the proposed 
plan was to hold an additional 
undergraduate ceremony Friday 
night to shorten the Saturday 
morning ceremony.

“The model is to have an un-
dergraduate ceremony on Friday 
where the names are read but 
the degrees are not actually con-
ferred,” Neal, a junior, said. “Fri-
day night, there is already a convo-
cation ceremony where they give 
out certain senior awards so the 
idea is to combine this into one un-
dergraduate ceremony that would 
occur in the academic quad.”

Wilson said the current for-
mat of the ceremony begins at 
8:30 a.m. and lasts approximate-
ly 2 1/2 hours because all gradu-
ate and undergraduate students’ 
names are read as they walk 
across the stage.

“With the number of students 
increasing, [the ceremony] has 
gotten increasingly long,” Wil-
son said. “[The committee] was 
trying to brainstorm ways to 
keep the grandeur of this cer-
emony and shorten it while still 
making everyone’s graduation 
experience memorable and mo-
mentous.”

Wilson said the proposed 
changes would reduce the length 
of the Saturday ceremony to 
around one hour and fifteen 
minutes. The shortened Satur-
day ceremony would include the 
commencement speaker address, 
the conferral of degrees and the 
procession out of the Sallyport, 
Wilson said.

Wilson and Neal said some 
graduate programs such as doc-
toral students and Master of 
Business Administration stu-
dents already have separate cer-
emonies Friday night.

Neal said another advantage 
of an undergraduate ceremony 
on Friday provides the opportu-
nity for an undergraduate stud- 
ent speaker.

0see GRAD, page 5
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To the editor:
Over the past week, I have noted with con-

siderable interest, surprise and dismay the al-
legations of racial discrimination that have 
been directed toward Director of Athletics Rick 
Greenspan by former Rice University men’s bas-
ketball student-athletes and a former Rice men’s 
basketball coaching staff member. For nine 
years (1999-2008), I had the privilege of serving 
with Greenspan in senior athletic administra-
tive positions at the U.S. Military Academy and  
Indiana University.

During this time, I was able to observe first-
hand and interact very closely with him during 
periods of significant professional and personal 
challenge and difficulty. At no point in time did 
I ever witness Greenspan speaking to or about 
any individual — regardless of his or her posi-
tion, race, nationality or ethnic heritage — in the 
degrading manner that was alleged in the recent 
SportsIllustrated.com story. From my perspec-
tive and experiences, for him to have spoken to 
anyone in those terms would be completely in-

consistent with the level of respect that he his-
torically and continually has displayed toward 
others both professionally and personally.

In my opinion, Greenspan is a man of true 
ethical strength and character. Accordingly, I 
have great difficulty assigning any level of cred-
ibility to the allegations that have been made 
against him in this matter.

Tim Fitzpatrick
Director of Athletics

U.S. Coast Guard Academy

LEttEr to thE EditorRegistration should 
be improved

The Thresher believes the fall 2013 registra-
tion cycle has gone fairly smoothly, with no 
major mishaps and the ESTHER registration 
system functioning properly. Of the 1,113 un-
dergraduate level class sections students in-
putted into their ESTHER Course Registration 
Planners, 213 sections were filled to capacity 
and experienced high demand, according to 
Registrar David Tenney. 

The Thresher believes this statistic is slight-
ly misleading. While it demonstrates that only 
a small portion of the total undergraduate-
level courses experienced high demand, this 
statistic does not reflect many students’ expe-
riences with registration since many of these 
maxed-out courses are concentrated within a 
few major departments, specifically econom-
ics and psychology (see story, p. 1). The statis-
tic includes upper-level seminar courses that 
may be maxed-out due to a low cap rather 
than inadequate resources to accommodate 
high demand.

Because some majors have more specific re-
quirements than others, the Thresher believes 
it would be beneficial for students of a certain 
major to have priority over other students when 
getting into classes within their department. 
However, we acknowledge that this might be 
difficult to implement logistically and fairly, 
and that some students might exploit the pri-
oritization. The Thresher acknowledges that 
issues relating to class availability must not be 
conflated with the registration system itself, 
which largely runs smoothly. 

Some rising seniors were not able to initial-
ly register successfully for a Lifetime Physical 
Activity Program course, while other rising se-
niors, who had already taken an LPAP and are 
taking another LPAP as an elective, could suc-
cessfully register. A minor change that could 
facilitate the registration process would be to 
prioritize, within seniors, those who have not 
previously taken any LPAPs and to cap the total 
number of LPAPs students are allowed to take. 

Currently, the Course Registration Planner 
only provides information on the number of 
students who have placed a course in their 
planner as a first choice to students who have 
also selected a course as their first choice. 
Making this same information available 
when students list a course as an alternate 
would help students choose alternate courses  
more effectively.

Commence-
ment changes 

a good idea
The Thresher believes the proposed split-

ting of the commencement ceremony across 
two days would be a beneficial change (see 
story p. 1). The current format of the ceremony, 
which spans 2 1/2 hours on a Saturday morn-
ing, consists of the commencement speaker 
address, conferral of degrees, reading of the 
names of all graduating undergraduate and 
graduate students, and the student procession 
out of the Sallyport. We agree with the Mar-
shals Commencement Committee that com-
bining the reading of the names of graduating 
seniors with the senior award ceremony into 
one Friday night ceremony reinforces Rice’s 
characteristic focus on and commitment to 
undergraduates. The change would also retain 
the importance of the Saturday commence-
ment ceremony while shortening the amount 
of time that students, families and friends must 
spend out under the hot sun that morning by 
over an hour. In addition, the change would al-
low for the opportunity for an undergraduate 
student speaker to present at the Friday night 
ceremony. For such an undergraduate-focused 
institution, a ceremony geared toward the 
graduating seniors featuring an undergradu-
ate speaker would be a welcome addition to the 
commencement rituals.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

“Come on, your test couldn’t have been that bad.”

thresher-ops@rice.edu

The Rice Thresher, the official student 
newspaper at Rice University since 1916, is 
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and holidays, by the students of Rice 
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Rice must hire professors to suit 
the growing student population

Without meaning to sound like an ’80s 
motivational video or a ’90s children’s car-
toon, it is almost certain that everyone read-
ing this article knows (and maybe is related 
to or close friends with) somebody who has 
a disability. There are plenty of physical or 
mental conditions that, for one reason or 
another, make life a bit more difficult. Of 
course, it is easy to tell whether someone is 
blind or has to use a wheelchair, but some 
disabilities cannot be seen with the naked 
eye. Some are learning disabilities such as 
dyslexia and attention deficit disorder which 
are fairly continuous in their effects on a 
student. But still others can come and go, 
making it difficult to know when a student 
is being limited. We are, of course, skirting 
around the ever-so-controversial subject of 
mental illness. 

There are those among us who fight invis-
ible battles every day, and it is often hard to 
work up the motivation or the power to ask 
for help. People often assume that bodies 
such as Rice Disability Support Services ex-
ist only to aid students with obvious physi-
cal or learning disabilities. This, however, 
is not the case. As noted on the myriad syl-
labi students have received (and many will 
continue to receive), any student who has a 
documented disability is entitled to receive 
accommodations that can help to alleviate 
some of the stress and difficulty associated 
with trying to deal with a mental illness on a 
college campus. Students who struggle with 
completing work or who miss class due to 
depression, for example, can obtain more 
flexible deadlines for major assignments as 
well as a few absences before their grades 
are penalized. These accommodations can 
prove indispensable in enabling some stu-
dents to succeed in academics at Rice.

Students need not be intimidated by or 
afraid of asking for help, although shame 
or lack of awareness appears to inhibit stu-
dents with mental health issues from seek-
ing academic accommodations. We became 
of aware of this when, at the Feb. 4 Wellbe-
ing Forum discussing mental health at Rice, 
Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
said he has never had a student come talk 
to him specifically to receive accommoda-
tions for mental illness. Given the preva-
lence of mental illness and the difficulties it 
can bring, this is alarming. DSS is a valuable 
resource in the endeavor to reduce the bur-

den of mental illness and help Rice students 
thrive here.

Even so, incoming and existing students 
hear little about DSS and what it can offer. 
At the moment, DSS interacts with faculty 
in the hope that staff will refer students, but 
it is too often not possible for professors to 
discern when a student is experiencing a 
psychological disability. If teachers are un-
aware that a disability exists and students 
are uninformed that DSS can offer assistance 
and advocacy, how will students get the nec-
essary support that they warrant? Mental or 
physical impairments that at times substan-
tially limit the ability to learn will deny stu-
dents equal opportunity to access learning 
and navigate through classes. The Working 
Group strongly recommends that steps be 
taken to make sure students know about DSS 
and that it can offer help for both physical 
and psychological disabilities. 

The process is simple: students need 
little more than a signed doctor’s letter ex-
pressing some of the academic difficulties 
the disability entails, and DSS will be more 
than happy to discuss and implement pos-
sible accommodations. A growing number of 
students are seeking help from the service, 
and though this is encouraging, we must en-
deavor to spread awareness and clarify who 
merits accommodations. It is the responsi-
bility of the students to self-report whether 
any accommodations are required, but in or-
der to do this, they must be aware that they 
can receive support.

As we head toward summer, many of us 
will get a chance to take a break from classes. 
Not everyone will get a break from disability. 
Hopefully, we can keep the issue present 
in our minds because there is great oppor-
tunity for impactful policy changes while 
working closely with the administration. We 
fervently hope that when a Rice community 
member experiences a disability, he or she 
will recognize that he or she may qualify for 
accommodations and will go meet with DSS 
on the first floor of the Allen Center.

     
       Benjamin Laun is a Wiess College fresh-

man and Ian Bott is a Wiess College junior.

Benjamin Laun and Ian Bott

When I came to Rice University in 2010 as a 
freshman, the registration process was incred-
ibly flawed. Some students would have a per-
manent advantage over others graduating at 
the same time solely because they came in with 
an extra Advanced Placement or International 
Baccalaureate class credit. Freshmen would 
get into popular classes by having seniors hold 
the spot. Consequently, deserving juniors and 
sophomores were cut out. It was nearly impos-
sible for me to get into any economics classes — 
even those that are prerequisites for most other 
economics classes. I could not wait to be an up-
perclassman because I figured that was how it 
went: You got the classes you needed when you 
were a senior.

But the administration saw a problem with 
our registration process and acted to fix it. The 
new shopping cart system eliminated some 
loopholes to make sure upperclassmen had 
the advantage. The waitlists prevented seniors 
from holding classes for freshmen. The poten-
tial changes to the add/drop policy, in the eyes 
of those proposing them, will deter students 
from signing up for classes they do not intend 
on taking. The administration even lowered the 
Lifetime Physical Activity Program requirement 
from two to one.

Yet these “fixes” are only distracting us from 
the real problem: Rice has grown drastically in 
size, but the number of course offerings has not 
proportionally increased. Even with all of the 
changes, this year’s registration process is no 
better than any other I have endured. Rising se-
niors are being closed out of LPAPs. Upperclass-
men are still unable to get into classes that they 
could not get into for the previous two years. 
Sophomores and juniors may have to delay tak-
ing a required class until the following year, po-
tentially hindering their ability to take other, less 

frequently offered classes — or, even worse, to 
study abroad.

Students may get lucky by getting on the wait-
list (for which sign-up is inexplicably scheduled 
at 7 a.m. on a Thursday, just before a chemistry 
exam, rather than on a weekend). Still, some 
classes do not offer waitlists. Many classes will 
likely not be expanded out of fear of lowering 
Rice’s ranking with larger class sizes. It makes 
sense that a freshman may be unable to get into 
a popular class such as RELI 157: Religion and 
Hip-Hop or COLL 202: Cooking with Chef Roger. 
But there is no excuse for rising and graduating 
seniors to be closed out of all LPAPs and classes 
within their own majors.

There is only one solution for this problem, 
regardless of the mechanics of our registration 
system. Rice simply needs more professors and 
more classes. The student body has expanded by 
30 percent as part of President David Leebron’s 
Vision for the Second Century, yet Rice has not 
seen similar growth in course offerings. The 
problem is especially apparent in popular majors 
such as economics and mathematical economic 
analysis (where the department has actually 
contracted) and psychology (where professors 
refuse to teach more classes until more faculty 
are hired). This is bound to get worse over the 
next few years as Duncan and McMurtry Colleges 
finally reach full capacity. Students will be forced 
to wait until they are seniors to cram in classes. 
This will prevent underclassmen from getting 
into required and distribution classes until they 
are seniors. It is an incredibly dangerous cycle.

There are only two ways to get more students 
into the classes they want. First, we can make 
the classes larger. I was bluntly told at a college 
government meeting that, because of concerns 
regarding university rankings, this was not pos-
sible. If we cannot do that, we must add more 
courses. It is simply unfair if seniors graduate 
regretting their inability to take a class they 
wanted or having to take extra hours in their fi-
nal semesters to graduate on time. We can con-
stantly blame and tweak the registration system, 
but it is all smoke and mirrors. The problem is 
simple, and it is time the administration faced 
the truth: Rice needs more faculty and classes.    
                           

Justin Winikoff is a  
Duncan College junior.

Disability Support Services should be 
used by disabled students in need

Justin WinikoffIt is the responsibility of the 
students to self-report wheth-
er any accommodations are 
required, but in order to do 
this, they must be aware that 
they can receive support.

Party Patrol

Baker ’90s

Rating Categories
Thresher 

Staff
Opinion

PRIVATE PARTIES B+

INTANGIBLES
Perceived security, alcohol safety, accesibil-

ity, anything else that affected the night
A

B

B+

B

Student
 Body* 

Opinion

C+

B+

A-

A

A-

ATMOSPHERE
Theme and decor

OVERALL GRADE

MUSIC/DANCING
People getting freaky?

“Good times with Britney Spears and  
’N Sync, but why the heck did the party 
end with Titanic?”

“Smelled overwhelmingly of dirt because 
of people dancing outside.”

“I liked that it wasn’t crowded. Good 
choice to have it outside.”

“Awesome party, even though the pri-
vates were downright scary. Other colleg-
es should take a cue from Baker and ac-
tually pick music that reflects the theme 
and is also fun to sing and dance to.”

“Setup was weird. I couldn’t find the ex-
its and entrances. Also, don’t mix techno 
with the ’90s music .”

*Based on a poll of 83 undergraduate students
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Wiess, McMurtry, Hanszen select new batch of RAs

McMurtry College: Brad Blunt
Assistant Director of Academic Advising

Hanszen College: Alan and Rebecca Russell
Director of Disability Support Services and 
Archivist Librarian, respectively

Hanszen College: Diana and Danny Garcia
Human Resources Specialist and Private Engi-
neer for Dow Chemical Company, respectively

Wiess College: Nicoletta Orlandi
Assistant Professor of Philosophy

Why McMurtry?
During O-Week, they approached me 

about becoming an associate. So I became one 
in September, and I had the chance to hang 
out with an O-Week group. I still have lunch 
with them each Friday. They instantly made 
me feel like part of the family. When I saw the 
announcement about the RA opportunity and 
saw that McMurtry was one of the colleges, my 
eyes lit up, and fortunately, events in my life 
convinced me the timing was right.

Any event ideas?
Being an RA is, in one sense, an extension 

of my role as an adviser since the colleges are 
the central home for academics at the univer-
sity. Academic rules and regulations are really 
dry, but they’re really important and can trip 
students up. I intend to have periodic sessions 
to clarify stuff.

I love to make ice cream, so some study 
breaks with homemade ice cream. My back-
ground is in music. I would love to have an 
earworm society where McMurtry students 
can do show and tell with music they’ve been 
listening to. 

Any kids or pets?
I have two kids: a 9-year-old son, Jonah, 

and a 6-year-old daughter, Sophie. They 
won’t live with me full time, but they’ll be 
with me at least one weekend a month. 
They’re really excited; they haven’t been 
around McMurtry before.

What do you like about Hanszen?
Rebecca: The students were so welcom-

ing and warm. We felt this was a great atmo-
sphere. Hanszen’s typically described as a 
family college, and we definitely got that feel-
ing. At the interview, we liked the questions 
and the interaction.

What are some of your hobbies?
Alan: I like British movies [and TV shows]: 

James Bond, Doctor Who. Movies are a good 
way of inviting students in, then we can have 
a relaxing conversation and get to know each 
other.

Rebecca: We like cult shows — Game of 
Thrones, that sort of thing.

I like to cook and to try different recipes. 
We love to travel. We lived in England after 
we married. We went to France and Belgium, 
at least, together, and [we have] both inde-
pendently been [all over].

 
Any pets?

Rebecca: Alan wants a big dog, and I want 
a little dog. So therefore, we don’t have either.

What Rice/Hanszen traditions do you enjoy?
Rebecca: We’re looking forward to Crane 

Day. It’s a get-together that goes back to when 
Wiess [College] was remodeling and there 
was a crane above the area.

We’re looking forward to Willy Week, with 
the jacks and all.

Alan: It’s good fun.

What sort of things did you do in college?
Diana: I played lacrosse all four years on the 

university team. One memorable experience 
was when my friends and I created wild-out 
Thursday when we would just kind of play tag 
or hide-and-go-seek, silly things to do some-
thing different. 

Danny: I was an engineering major. I was 
very busy. I did both my bachelor’s and master’s 
at the same time. Although I didn’t have much 
time, I did play intramural soccer. I love soccer, 
so that’s what I did in my free time.

What do you like about Rice?
Diana: We actually came to our first Beer 

Bike this year. It was incredible; we haven’t seen 
other schools do something like it. Great way 
to unite not only within each college, but [also] 
among the colleges and everyone at Rice. 

Any pets?
Diana: We have two boston terriers: one 

male named Massimo and one female named 
Georgia. I know they’re going to be loved and 
they’re going to love it at Hanszen.

Any Hanszen traditions you like?
Diana: With me not being too much on cam-

pus and being in a department that isn’t quite 
involved, there isn’t much we know yet of any 
Hanszen traditions. [But I found out] a little bit 
about powderpuff, and it sounds cool, so that’s 
open. I would definitely like to play on that or be 
involved on that. 

Why did you want to be an RA?
I was already an associate for Wiess. I re-

ally enjoy mentoring students. I think Rice 
students are awesome. They’re really smart. 
I love talking with them and would like to do 
that more, and being an RA would be a good 
way to do that.

What are your passions?
Argentine tango. It’s like regular tango, 

but not for competition. It’s a social kind of 
dance. It’s really nice, the music’s nice, and 
the people who do it are nice. It’s a good dance 
for getting your mind off work. If people are 
interested, I’d do a few classes.

Any pets?
None, but I really like dogs. I’d have one, 

but I travel too much, typically on business. I 
go home to Italy twice a year, too.

What have been your past interactions with 
Wiess?

Wiess got me when I first arrived at Rice 
in 2007. Someone came to me and said, “You 
look like a Wiess person because you’re so 
independent,” so I started knowing a little 
bit more about the college. I liked the atmo-
sphere; there were a bunch of independent 
people. It was good. I have never been to [Night 
of Decadence], and I don’t have any plans [to 
go]. Once, a bunch of RAs and I put together a 
play one year with the Wiess associates, and 
that was a lot of fun. It’ll be great to to be there.

Interviews by News Editor Andrew Ta
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Students discuss gun 
control policy at BISF “As a very undergraduate-focused insti-

tution, it’s surprising that we don’t have a 
student speaker,” Neal said.

Neal said the committee had addressed 
possible negative consequences of the 
changes such as the effects on families’ trav-
el plans. However, Neal said the proposal 
has received mostly positive feedback from 
students so far.

“At the SA meeting, the vibe I got was 
that if families are coming from far away 
they would be happy to go to two ceremo-
nies,” Neal said. “[The current ceremony] is 
so early on Saturday morning that they’re 
probably coming and spending the night on 
Friday anyway.”

Wilson said committee members were 
currently collecting feedback on the propos-

al from various constituencies including the 
Faculty Senate and the Student Association, 
and that the current goal was to implement 
the changes in time for the 2014 commence-
ment if the changes are approved by the Of-
fice of the President.

Sid Richardson College senior Julianne 
Roberson said she attended the commence-
ment ceremony last year and supports the 
possible change to two ceremonies.

“It was pretty long,” Roberson said. 
“They read off the names of all the Ph.D.s, 
MBA students and master’s students, and 
that part wasn’t very interesting.”

Roberson said the potential addition of 
an undergraduate speaker was a good idea.

“[The current ceremony] feels like it’s not 
focused on undergraduates,” Roberson said. 
“In high school, you get to hear from the 
valedictorian. [An undergraduate speaker] 
would be good for bringing the focus back to 
the undergraduates.”

0GRAD
 from page 1

The following were noted at the meeting of the SA on Apr. 8.

■■■ SA Internal Vice President Nathan Liu announced the names of the 2013-14 standing 
committee chairs for the Environmental, Academics and Student Life Committees. SA 
External Vice President Ravi Sheth announced the names of the 2013-14 university 
standing committee representatives for the Parking, Admissions, Athletics, Examina-
tions and Standings, Library, President’s Lecture Series, Teaching and Undergraduate 
Curriculum Committees.

■■■ SA President Yoonjin Min said some students are looking into asking Housing and 
Dining to provide a food truck for April 27, the Saturday during finals period. Look out 
for an electronic straw poll in the next few days.

■■■ Rice Endowment for Sustainable Energy Technology chairs Savannah Ritter and Alex 
Lange discussed the future of RESET in light of the recent cut of its blanket tax fund-
ing. The proposal to renew the RESET blanket tax of $9 per student was voted down in 
the general election and then failed in the spring election due to lack of voter turnout. 
Ideas included funding RESET through existing Housing and Dining environmental 
grants or changing RESET to more of an advocacy group.

The SA will next meet Monday, April 15 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

by Natalie Koonce
For The Thresher

Wednesday, Rice students gathered in the 
James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy to 
hear representatives from the Rice Conservative 
Forum and the Rice Young Democrats debate 
gun control policy.

Each side had three representatives: Wiess 
College sophomore James Dargan, McMurtry Col-
lege sophomore Spencer Kent and Baker College 
freshman Kaylen Strench represented the conser-
vatives and Will Rice College sophomore Nathan 
Joo and Martel College freshmen Sanjana Puri 
and Tanya Rajan represented the Democrats.

Joo said his group supports an assault weap-
ons ban as the appropriate response to recent 
tragedies involving assault weapons such as the 
Newtown, Conn. elementary school shooting 
and the movie theater shooting in Aurora Colo.

“We believe that inaction is unacceptable,” 
Joo said. “The evidence that links lack of gun 
control and homicide cannot be ignored. A re-
cent study published by the Harvard Injury Con-
trol Research Center shows that across states, 
more guns equal more homicides.”

Dargan said the type of weapon did not have 
a proven correlation with number of deaths and 
discussed what he called myths about assault 
weapons.

“I’d like to start by dispelling two myths about 
assault weapons that have been brought up to-
day,” Dargan said. “First, an assault weapon is 
not defined by any one feature that has anything 
to do with the actual function of the weapon — 
not the caliber, not the firepower, not the range 
— it’s defined by the pistol grip, something for 
comfort. The second myth is that the assault 
weapon is the root of our gun violence problem. 
There is no correlation between the number of 
victims in an individual incident and the type of 
weapon used.”

Kent said added safety by having armed re-
sponsible citizens in dangerous situations cannot 
be ignored when discussing concealed carry laws.

“People carry concealed because they worry 
about being in a situation that poses a direct 
threat to themselves or those that they love and 
being effectively helpless,” Kent said. “It’s well-
documented that criminals are less likely to at-
tack if they believe someone nearby is carrying 
a concealed handgun.”

Rajan countered by saying a majority of states 
employ shall-issue permits, the most easily ob-
tained permit to carry a concealed handgun.

“We, the Rice Democrats, understand the 
importance of concealed carry laws adding to 
citizens’ safety,” Rajan said. “However, the is-
sue is that there are two types of permits, a 
shall-issue permit, which means you only have 
to meet minimal standards, and a may-issue 
permit, which is much harsher. The problem 
is that most states opt for the easier to obtain 
shall-issue permits.”

Opponents Puri and Strench, who is a 
Thresher Arts and Entertainment editor, said 
they agreed with each other that there should be 
policies requiring more stringent background 
checks on citizens wishing to purchase assault 
weapons, although Puri said more extensive 
background checks should also apply to other 
types of guns.

Joo said Democrats advocated stricter gun 
control in every respect.

“We believe that the data points to an un-
deniable conclusion: There is a connection 
between guns and homicides,” Joo said. “And 
we don’t think anyone would dispute that the 
lives of children are more important than the 
right of any individual to carry a semiauto-
matic weapon.”

Kent said Republicans argued that gun 
restrictions will not solve America’s gun vio-
lence problem and stated that some freedoms 
come with a cost.

“No amount of gun regulation will put an end 
to mass shootings,” Kent said. “The freedom to 
own a gun absolutely comes with a cost. We have 
and always will sacrifice a measure of safety  
for freedom.”



STEVE JOBS TALK
Gardeners from across Texas will 
show off their fanciest roses to 
win trophies at the Houston Rose 
Society Spring Rose Show. Enjoy 
this nature-friendly competition 
for free on April 13 from 10 a.m. 
- 4 p.m.

Arbor Gate
15635 FM 2920  

www.houstonrose.org

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Our picks for events 

outside the hedges, both 
around Rice and in the 

Houston area, for this week.

DOLLHOUSE
Drop in on the lives of a volatile 
19th century family in Dollhouse, 
directed by Eva Laporte and 
adapted from Rebecca Gilman’s 
classic play, A Doll’s House. The 
production is running April 12-
14 at 8 p.m. Fri.-Sat. and 3 p.m.  
Sun. Tickets are $21-45. 

Stages Repertory Theater 
3201 Allen Parkway, Suite 101 

www.stagestheater.com

UPROOTED
Go beyond your textbooks and 
check out the Holocaust Museum’s 
new exhibition, “Uprooted,” in 
which the lives of two Jewish fami-
lies under the Nazi regime will be 
shown with photographs and per-
sonal items. The exhibition is open 
seven days a week, and general ad-
mission is free.

Holocaust Museum Houston 
5401 Caroline St.

www.hmh.org

SLIGHTLY STUPID
Close those books and rock out 
to Slightly Stoopid! This band is 
known for its funky rock-reggae 
rhythm and hypnotic perfor-
mances. The show is Friday, April 
12 at 8 p.m. and tickets are $30.

House of Blues Houston
1204 Caroline St.

www.houseofblues.com
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by Emily Nichol
Thresher Staff

Soo Sunny Park’s converts Rice Gallery into a 
landscape of surreal, shining space with her new 
installation “Unwoven Light,” which opened 
Thursday, April 11.

The work, constructed of chain-link fencing 
suspended from the ceiling and filled with tint-
ed acrylic plexiglass pieces, swells and billows 
throughout the gallery. Light reflects off of each 
plexiglass diamond individually, making each 
piece shift from deep purple to magenta, from 
chartreuse to turquoise and bright yellow. Refrac-
tions of multicolored light and the shadows of 
each sculptural unit creep up the wall and smat-
ter across the floor, rising, falling and changing 
color as the natural light that filters into the gal-
lery changes. The work twists and undulates in 
the space, a dynamic fusion of natural impulses 
— it is reminiscent of fish scales or exotic bird 
feathers — and pure abstraction. As visitors walk 
through the gallery, their own viewing angles as 
well as how the synthetic and natural light hits 
the work determines how it looks for them, cre-
ating a wholly singular, personal viewing experi-
ence.

Park uses the light itself as a sculptural ele-
ment; the reflections are as captivating as the 
sculptural units. In thinking about the project, 
Park said she was fascinated by the concept of 
light as a medium. 

“The idea is that light is everywhere; you can’t 
see without light. But you don’t think about it,” 
Park said. 

While the gallery is lit by artificial light sourc-
es —  LED lights and spotlights — natural light 
also penetrates into the gallery space, making its 
own effects with each cloud’s passage. With this 
piece, the viewer cannot help noticing the light 
filtering through each shin-

ing acrylic piece. The work, which extends out-
side the boundaries of the gallery’s glass walls, 
invites the viewer into a larger-than-life kaleido-
scope. 

Indeed, Park said she had another kind of 
scope in mind when creating her project.

“As the sunlight comes through, you’ll see 
things like when you look through a microscope 
and you can see all the cells ... When a ray of sun-
light comes through, you can see all these crisp 
circles all over the walls,” Park said. 

Much of the piece is left up to natural phe-
nomena — the angle and intensity of the sunlight 
— which Park said is one of her artistic interests.

Park said that, throughout her work, she has 
been interested in boundaries and the space be-
tween the mind and body. Charged by her own 
childhood experiences in Korea, as well as facing 
the challenge of learning English after moving to 
the states, Park said she has been investigating 
liminal spaces. 

“I think that thoughts don’t exist in English or 
Korean, but that they have their own language,” 
Park said. “They exist in an in-between space, 
between two things. With this project, I use trans-
lucent material and also this light that is here but 
we aren’t conscious of. By filtering it through, we 
see this kind of barrier or skin that lets us think 
about how this space differs from others.”

“Unwoven Light” invites the viewer to not just 
witness, but also participate in this in-between 
space where light turns from invisible to visible, 
to physically be in the space and become con-
scious of the light passing through a filter.

Park’s meticulous work on each unit is evi-
dent. Without any poles or skeleton materials, 
the chain-link fence needed to be welded at each 
joint to stay in 
each meandering 
shape, a difficult 

task for such thin metal. Each of the 37 units re-
quired hundreds of perfectly administered weld-
ing joints. Furthermore, every single piece of 
plexiglass, of which there are thousands, had to 
be cut into one of nine shapes, sanded on both 
sides and have two holes drill pressed before be-
ing wired by hand into the fencing. Somehow, the 
execution looks effortless and floats as if it were a 
natural found object. 

Park said she chose the chain-link fence as 
her medium because it is common but mysteri-
ous. 

“Everyone has seen it all their lives …, but one 
day, I was just driving, and I saw something that 
looked like it was floating, but as I got closer, I re-
alized it was just stuck into the chain-link fence,” 
Park said.

Park said the graceful whorls of each sculp-
tural unit were actually not her original idea for 
their shape. 

“I originally wanted a spherical form, but the 
fence is rectilinear, and if gives one way, it doesn’t 
want to fold the other,” Park said.

Park said that in the end, she was inspired by 
the mountains and rolling hills of Vermont and 
New Hampshire, where she lives. She said inspi-
ration also came to her from other natural phe-
nomena, like billowing waves and rippling water.

The twinkling sculptural bodies and ethereal, 
constantly changing light-effects of “Unwoven 
Light” produce a truly absorbing sensory experi-
ence. By mixing everyday materials with a touch 
of the organic, Park has created an ever-chang-
ing, life-size rainbow that speaks as much about 
the human experience of light as it does about the 
enchanting nature of art. 

The installation will be open April 11-Aug. 30 
2013. Gallery admission and events are 
free and open to the public.

Chain-link ripples with radiance in “Unwoven Light”
Isabella Adamiak/Thresher
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“Now y’all know that Bernie confessed, 
don’t you,” Carthage, Texas District Attor-
ney Buck Owens is quoted saying in a Jan-
uary 1998 issue of Texas Monthly. He was 
referring to the murder of Marjorie Nugent 
and Bernhardt “Bernie” Tiede II’s subse-
quent confession to the crime, but mostly 
Owens raises an important question for 
the townspeople of Carthage: How could 
they so readily forgive a man guilty shoot-
ing of an 81-year-old widow and storing 
her remains in her own freezer?

The Texas Monthly article is titled 
“Midnight in the Garden of East Texas,” 
and it formed the basis of the 2011 film 
Bernie directed by Richard Linklater 
(Dazed and Confused). The film is not a 
recounting of the story of the murder it-
self, but rather an insightful look at how 
something like a high-profile murder can 
affect a sleepy town with a population the 
size of Rice.

Bernie is a beloved mortician in Car-
thage and quite good at his job. Beyond 
kindly pushing high-priced coffins, Ber-
nie comforts the grieving and often goes 
to extreme measures to show his care. 

Even so, his relationship with the wealthy 
widow Nugent — anathema in Carthage 
— extends far beyond his professional 
capacity as her mortician. Eventually, he 
becomes her servant and kills the elderly 
woman in what appears to be a desperate 
move for freedom. The townspeople un-
derstand; Bernie would never kill unless 
it were completely necessary. Yet in a mix 
of righteousness and pomp, the DA Buck 
Owens (Matthew McConaughey, Magic 
Mike) is determined to see him punished.

The film itself mixes dramatized narra-
tive and faux-documentary interviews with 
Carthage locals. This innovative technique 
provides a forum for the highly comical 
opinions of the small-town gossip mill, and 
it grounds the larger-than-life performance 
of Jack Black (School of Rock) as Bernie in 
plausibility. Perhaps the most interesting 
fact about these townspeople is that some 
of them are actually playing themselves; 
however, the mixture is so seamless it de-
fies any attempt to pick out the actors.

Surprisingly strong and nuanced act-
ing from ham Black gives the film its driv-
ing conflict. Black makes understanding 
Bernie’s personal motives difficult, but 
this seems true to the character of Tiede; 
he confounds categorization, but that 
does not stop the Athenian chorus from 
offering its input. McConaughey seems 
well-suited for the role of Owens, and his 
highly Texan bravura finally makes sense 
in the role. Both Black and McConaughey 
had worked with Linklater before — Black 
in School of Rock and McConaughey in 
Dazed and Confused — and it is apparent 
that both are at their best under the native 
Houstonian’s direction.

Bernie is a highly satisfying film. It 
tempers dark comedy with honest senti-
ment, and even though the ending is a 
bit unresolved, seeing Black tiptoe about 
in high-waisted pants is worth the time 
it takes to stream the film. If Bernie still 
does not seem appealing, perhaps think of 
it as a culturally opportunity — a chance 
to better understand the complexities of 
this strange land called Texas.

Reed Thornburg
Thresher Editorial Staff

Soft-spoken  
murder

RDT continues tradition of excellence
Kay Rodriguez/Thresher

by Laura Michel
Thresher Staff

Rice Dance Theatre is a group whose per-
formances have continued to evolve and im-
prove over the years, and this year is no excep-
tion. Building off the success of last semester’s 
sold-out performance, this semester’s Organic 
Motion is another step in the right direction for 
this troupe of modern dancers.  Throughout the 
13-dance performance, which celebrates the 
fluidity, joy, and inventiveness of motion and 
dance, the performers explore themes such as 
love, self-reflection, societal gender roles and 
interactions among peers.

The three focuses of the show were “The Mis-
tress’s Tools”; “Good Feet, Long Hair, and other 
words of wisdom”; and “The Breath Never Stops.” 
“The Mistress’s Tools” and “Good Feet, Long Hair, 
and other words of wisdom” are direct contra-
dictions wonderfully portrayed by the dancers’ 
emotions and expressions. While “The Mistress’s 
Tools” focuses on women’s cunning and wiliness, 
the latter explores 1950s-era views of gender in 
which husbands headed households and wives 
played their submissive counterparts. Everything 
ties together, however, in the final performance, 
“The Breath Never Stops,” which focuses on the 
simple act of breathing. However menial it may 
seem, the troupe manages to make breath’s role 

invigorating and exciting through yelling, stress-
ing, relaxing and simply surviving.

These three dances may be the focus of the 
show, but they in no way steal the spotlight from 
the other great dances. “Racing Hearts” and 
“Till the Moon’s Upside Down,” for instance, 
showcased the group’s athleticism and grace by 
incorporating many difficult and unique moves. 
“Just Motion,” which perhaps best embodies the 
show’s title, is a high-energy, intense dance that 
revels in the joys of simply moving and dancing. 
“You Are Here” and “Inner Me” reflect the some-
times tumultuous inner workings of our minds 
via frantic dance and music selection. 

Perhaps one of the most exciting elements of 
the show is the introduction of Rice’s own street 
dance crew, the Funkonomics. Founded in 2012, 
this young group has some growing up and ma-
turing to do, but it still proves itself to be a fresh 
and energetic inclusion into the lineup of dances. 
While Rice Dance Theatre is primarily focused 
on modern dance, the inclusion of a new cur-
rent style is a perfect way to celebrate the organic 
movement so essential to the performance.

For a thought-provoking and thoroughly en-
tertaining evening, venture out to the Barbara and 
David Gibbs Recreation and Wellness Center this 
Thursday, Friday or Saturday to see the show. 

Tickets are $5 for Rice students, faculty and 
staff and $8 for general admission.
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This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser
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Gangster Squad — Set in the 1940s, the movie chronicles a di-

vision of the Los Angeles Police Department as it fights to keep the 
city free of gangsters by taking on the notorious Mickey Cohen (Sean 
Penn, Milk), even if it means breaking the law in the process. This film, 
which was pushed back and altered so as not to include a cinema at-
tack in the wake of the Aurora, Colo. shootings, did not perform to 
studio expectations this winter. Bonus features include behind-the-
scenes documentaries, audio commentary and deleted scenes.

Scary Movie V — The only thing scary about this movie is that 
it was even made. The fifth entry in the spoof franchise marks 
the first new release since 2006 and does not feature any charac-
ters from previous editions. The film also targets movies such as 
Paranormal Activity, Black Swan and Inception that were released 
several years ago, making the film appear irrelevant to current 
pop culture. Regardless, it will be interesting to see if this dated 
brand of comedy still brings in modern audiences. PG-13.

Save Rock and Roll (Fall Out Boy) — After a four-year hiatus, 
one of the most popular bands of the last decade returns with 
its sixth studio album. Recorded in secrecy, the album was an-
nounced earlier this year along with the release of first single 
“My Songs Know What You Did in the Dark,” which has already 
charted on the Billboard Hot 100. The album, which will be sup-
ported by a summer tour, features collaborative appearances 
from artists such as Big Sean, Foxes and Elton John.

42 —  This biopic starring Chadwick Boseman (The Express) 
tells the story of legendary Brooklyn Dodger Jackie Robinson. 
Under the guidance of team executive Branch Rickey (Harrison 
Ford, Indiana Jones), Robinson became the first African-Ameri-
can to play major league baseball. This film marks the second 
adaptation of the story for film, the first of which Robinson him-
self starred in. This tale of triumph over inequality, coming out 
at the start of baseball season, should be a home run with audi-
ences of all ages. PG-13.

Let’s Face the Music and Dance (Willie Nelson) —  The 
legendary country music icon celebrates his 80th birthday 
with a new collection of songs featuring his family band. 
While the album includes covers of American pop and jazz 
standards, as well as country classics, there is also a new, 
original song written by Nelson himself, inspired by his 
childhood and lengthy career. Nelson even includes a new 
version of “Is the Better Part Over” from his 1989 album A 
Horse Called Music.

co
ur

te
sy

 is
la

nd
 r

ec
or

ds

co
ur

te
sy

 W
ar

ne
r 

br
os

. P
ic

tu
re

s

co
ur

te
sy

 d
im

en
si

on
 F

il
m

s
co

ur
te

sy
 l

eg
ac

y 
re

co
rd

in
gs

co
ur

te
sy

 W
ar

ne
r 

br
os

. P
ic

tu
re

s

Bo
ok

Life After Life (Kate Atkinson) — This critically ac-
claimed historical mystery tells the tale of Ursula Todd, an 
unusual woman with an infinite number of lives; every time 
she dies, she is born again. In each successive life, Ursu-
la begins to realize how her choices affect her and those 
around her. Ultimately, her decisions may change the fate of 
the 20th-century world, and it is up to Ursula to determine 
the future for her family and friends.
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by Jacquelyn Pass
For the Thresher

Despite previous years’ successes in Martel Col-
lege’s student productions, this year’s The Way It 
Might Have Been by Hanszen College senior Nicki 
Pariseau dissappoints in nearly every regard. Be-
tween its trite dialogue, mediocre acting and discon-
nect from reality, the production’s flaws ruin what 
might have been a thought-provoking love story.

The play begins with the cliched yet intriguing 
premise of a young woman named Sarah, played 
by Duncan College sophomore Michelle Bowen, 
who is returning home with her fiance Greg after 
years of estrangement to attend a funeral. Greg’s 
encounters with Sarah’s old friends and family in-
dicate that Sarah may still be harboring old scars 
and heartbreak, which opens the door to the pos-
sibility of regret, betrayal or forgiveness. Sadly, 
these themes are never tackled with real depth or 
with relatable characters.

While Bowen’s depiction of Sarah does have 
an earnestness that works at times, she never dem-
onstrates a clear connection to her character or the 
script. Her fidgeting hands, poor diction and lack of 
chemistry with the other actors detriment her por-
trayal. This shortcoming is problematic when she 
interacts with her childhood friend Jake, played by 
Martel freshman Thomas Plackemeier. Plackemeier, 
who demonstrates similar issues in connecting to his 
character, at least displays emotion when necessary. 

The inconsistencies extend to the supporting cast 
as well, though there are some redeeming exceptions. 
While Jones College sophomore Cassie Barrett is not 
at all convincing in her portrayal of Sarah’s mother, 
Hanszen freshman Duncan Young manages to make 
Sarah’s fiance, Greg, a sympathetic if dul character.  
Dullness is not an issue as at all for Hanszen junior 
Becca Ashton Kellner, whose commanding stage 

presence shines despite playing a character written 
solely to provide exposition. 

While the acting is mostly subpar, the actors are 
clearly doing the best they can with the inherent is-
sues in the script. This is the primary flaw of the play. 
While there are a few witty lines, the conversations 
sound unnatural, and the dialogue is obvious and 
hackneyed. All semblence of reality is lost from the 
moment Sarah confesses she is experiencing discom-
fort with being back home, as if it is a revelation that 
there are memories connected to the place she grew 
up in. Furthermore, while the audience is supposed 
to want Sarah and Jake to find happiness together, 
the characters are written without any redeemable 
qualities and never atone for their mistakes.

If not for the show’s more egregious errors, The 
Way It Might Have Been could have been compelling. 
The staging and the technical aspects work well, and 
there was clearly a lot of effort expended in produc-
tion. This effort pays off at points, namely during the 
climactic flashback scene. Though fleeting, the suc-
cess of this scene hints at the play’s promise. 

Ulimately, Pariseau’s attempts to depict how we 
experience remorse and debate whether it is possible 
to leave the past behind are admirable, yet fail to 
measure up in execution.

Kay Rodriguez/Thresher

                The Way it Might Have Been 

C
Where: Martel College Commons 
When: April 4-6, 11-13 at 8 p.m.
The Rundown: A young women is forced 
to confront an uncomfortable past while 
returning home for a funeral.

The Way It Wasn’t

Main characters Sarah and Greg caught in a heated argument.



Senior Daniela Trigo hits a forehand at the net during last Saturday’s match against 
SMU. The Owls went on to win the match 5-2 extending their winning streak to 11 games.

by Nicolete Chamberlain
                         Thresher Staff 

Taking its 11th straight win, the Rice 
women’s tennis team came from behind, af-
ter losing the first four of six sets this past 
weekend. The Owls played No. 51 Southern 
Methodist University on Saturday, April 6 
and battled for a 5-2 conference victory. 

Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt said the 
team exhibited perseverance in order to win.

“Even though we won this match 5-2, it 
was an extremely close match, and for a lot 
of it, we were playing from behind,” Schmidt 
said. “Our team did an excellent job staying 
focused on the task at hand and did not let 
the scoreboard distract them.”

Toward the beginning of the match, No. 
1 singles sophomore Natalie Beazant was 
the only player ahead in her match. Beazant 
went on to win 6-4, 6-2 against Intercol-
legiate Tennis Association ranked No. 119 
Edyta Cieplucha. While the 13-game streak of 
the No. 17 doubles Beazant and junior Domi-
nique Harmath pair was cut short Saturday, 
the Owls were able to secure the 1-0 lead for 
the match after an 8-5 win from senior Dan-
iela Trigo and freshman Solomiya Zinko and 
a strong finish from senior Katie Gater and 
sophomore Liat Zimmermann (9-7). Howev-
er, losses at singles courts’ No. 2 and No. 4 
tied the score 2-2. 

Especially after decisive victories in Rice’s 
past few victories, the team had to push to 
make up for lost ground.

“[Coming from behind] was a little bit of a 
different experience than we have been having 
recently,” Beazant said. “Luckily, we have done it 
before, so we have some experience to pull from.”

After junior Kimberly Anicete won her match 
at No. 5 singles to earn the go-ahead point, Zim-
mermann was able to come back from a 4-6 first 
set loss and a 4-3 deficit to win 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 and 
finalize the win for Rice. Just after Zimmermann’s 
comeback, Zinko capped off the match, after los-
ing her first set 2-6 and winning a close second 
set in a 7-4 tiebreaker, with a 6-0 third set victory.

Beazant commented on the struggle her 
teammates faced to acquire the win against SMU.   

“SMU was definitely a tough test for us,” 
Beazant said. “We needed the comebacks from 
[Zinko] and [Zimmermann] to win the match, 
and they fought back and got us the wins.”

This was the women’s tennis team’s second-
to-last match before the Conference USA tour-
nament, and the team will have another close 
matchup before finishing the regular season. 
The Owls will play Utah University Saturday, 
April 13 at Jake Hess Stadium at 11 a.m.

Schmidt elaborated on the expected perfor-
mance necessary of the Rice tennis team in its 
upcoming match against Utah this weekend.

“[Utah] is feisty and plays hard, similar to 
us, so I think it should be a really good match,” 
Schmidt said.

Rice will also honor its three seniors Tri-
go, Gater and Leah Fried at the annual senior 
day. The now 26th-ranked team will begin 
conference play the following weekend on 
April 18. 

Women’s tennis extends winning streak to 11

by Ryan Glassman
Thresher Staff

With conference-leading University of 
Houston Cougars dropping a series at Marshall 
University this past weekend, the Rice Univer-
sity baseball team seized the opportunity to 
move into a tie for first in Conference USA with 
a series win on the road against East Carolina 
University.

Junior ace Austin Kubitza delivered 7 1/3 
shutout innings Friday night and allowed 
just four hits. With the game tied at 0-0 in 
the ninth inning, the Owls put two in scoring 
position with one out after senior Christian 

Stringer and sophomore Ford Stainback led 
off with singles, followed by a sacrifice from 
junior Michael Aquino. Junior Keenan Cook 
then hit a ball to the right side, where an er-
ror by the second baseman allowed two runs 
to score, the first breakthrough of the game 
for either side. Rice added a third run from 
an RBI double from senior Michael Ratterree, 
and sophomore Zech Lemond closed the door 
in the ninth to give the Owls a 3-0 win in the 
series opener.

Head Coach Wayne Graham said the pitch-
ing was fantastic and that it was much-needed 
going up against an ace in East Carolina soph-
omore pitcher Jeff Hoffman.

“I’m extremely pleased because we got great 
pitching, and Hoffman was about the best we 
faced this year,” Graham said after Friday’s 
game. “Those zeros up there were no accident.”

The Owls failed to clinch the series Satur-
day, dropping their first extra-inning game of 
the year 3-2 in 13 innings despite solid pitching 
from sophomore Jordan Stephens and from ju-
nior John Simms in relief.

Sunday’s rubber match proved to be a 
close contest, a back-and-forth affair in front 
of a vociferous crowd in Greenville, N.C. The 
Pirates got out to a 5-1 lead with runs in the 
second and third innings, but the Owls came 
back to cut the lead to 7-6 after the sixth. The 

Owls went right back to work in the seventh, 
beginning with freshman Leon Byrd’s leadoff 
walk. After a double by Stringer put the lead-
ing run on second base, Aquino delivered yet 
again in what is becoming a habit for the ju-
nior, hitting a double to left field to put Rice 
back ahead 8-7.

Spotted a one-run lead, Lemond allowed 
just a single hit over the final three innings, 
striking out three in that span to earn the 
win and clinch the series for Rice. Lemond, 
whose eight saves lead the conference and 
rank ninth in the country, has recorded either 
a save or a win in all six of Rice’s C-USA vic-
tories this season.

“Well, this is the biggest game of the year 
for us to win, I think,” Graham said after Rice 
clinched the road series on Sunday. “We have 
no problem with heart and no problem with 
teamwork and no problem with perseverance.”

Graham said he has been proud of Lem-
ond’s pitching this year and that Lemond has 
been critical to winning close ballgames.

“What he has done for us this year is be-
yond belief,” Graham said. “He’s had a hand 
in every conference win.”

The Owls, the only team in the C-USA and 
one of the few teams in the nation without a 
loss in a weekend series all season, traveled 
to Beaumont, Texas on Tuesday to take on 
24-win Lamar University in a midweek game. 
Rice got off to a fantastic start, leading 8-1 
through just two and a half innings.

Lamar did not back down from the early 
deficit. The Cardinals scored a run in the 
third and four more in the fourth, and what 
was once a comfortable lead became just an 
8-6 advantage for Rice. Lamar completed the 
comeback with two more runs in the seventh 
to make it an 8-8 ballgame. Refusing to lose, 
Rice rallied in the ninth for a run, beginning 
with a leadoff double from Aquino. After a 
Cook fly ball allowed Aquino to move up to 
third, Ratterree drove a ball to right field for 
what proved to be the game-winning sacrifice 
fly, and freshman Kevin McCanna finished off 
2 1/3 innings of perfect relief for his second 
win of the season.

Following Tuesday’s 9-8 win, the Owls 
return home for a three-game set with the 
University of Central Florida, beginning 6:30 
p.m. Friday. Now close to full strength, junior 
Shane Hoelscher returned to play Sunday 
after missing five weeks with a hand injury. 
Rice has a chance to take the outright lead in 
the league this weekend ahead of its marquee 
matchup with Houston next week.

Baseball tied for first in C-USA with Houston

A Rice hitter makes contact against Tulane during a game two weeks ago. After taking two of three from East Carolina, the Owls are now 6-3 in 
C-USA play, tied with the University of Houston for first. The Owls host the University of Central Florida for a three-game set starting April 12.

Isabella adamIak/thresher
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When Rice starts Conference USA play next 
fall, it will not be the C-USA the upperclass-
men once knew. And by 2014, it will not be a 
conference recognizable to anyone currently at 
Rice at all.

The migration of a few schools to the expan-
sion-minded Big East Conference has transformed 
into an essential shift of the old C-USA to a new 
America-themed conference, leaving Rice to face 
a future with only four familiar conference part-
ners and two existential questions: Do we belong 
in this C-USA anymore? And even if we do not, is 
there anywhere else for us to go? 

While the story of the most recent conference 
reorganization starts in 2010, for the purpose of 
brevity, it makes sense to pick up the history on 
Dec. 7, 2011. In dire straits after losing several 
members, the Big East Conference recruited the 
University of Houston, Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, and the University of Central Florida from 
C-USA (along with Boise State University and San 
Diego State University) effective fall of 2013. 

However, the Big East suffered more depar-
tures, which left the league again looking for 
new members and again calling upon C-USA 
schools. On Feb. 8, 2012 the Big East grabbed C-
USA mainstay University of  Memphis. However, 
the Memphis addition was not enough to sta-
bilize the conference, and more departures left 
the Big East again in need of new members. In 
response, it attracted more defects from C-USA 
with ECU, Tulane and eventually Tulsa signing 
on to join effective 2014.

Eventually, the instability of the Big East bas-
ketball programs strained what had been an 
atypical but mostly successful marriage between 
the conference’s members who played football 
and those who did not. Soon after the acquisition 

of Tulane and ECU, the non-football members, 
popularly known as the Catholic Seven because 
of their common religious affiliation, broke away 
from the conference, taking the Big East moniker 
with them. The result was the renaming of the 
conference as the American Athletic Conference, 
a lamentably fitting choice given the number of C-
USA defects making it up. 

Meanwhile, C-USA was busy recruiting new 
members of its own. By 2014, the University of 
Alabama, Birmingham; the University of Texas, 
El Paso; the University of Southern Mississippi, 
Marshall University; and Rice University will be 
joined by the University of Texas, San Antonio; 
North Texas University; Charlotte University; Old 
Dominion University; Louisiana Tech University; 
Florida Atlantic University; Florida International 
University; Western Kentucky University; and 
Middle Tennessee State University. 

Take a second look at that list. Sure, there are a 
few big Texas schools that are at least in the same 
time zone, but Florida International? Western 
Kentucky? Middle Tennessee State? These are im-
portant institutions, but Rice does not match with 
them either regionally or institutionally. The only 
element linking Rice with them is that all these 
universities play Division I sports and need some-
one to play Division I sports against. 

This is not to say the old C-USA was a par-
ticularly cohesive conference to begin with. 
In many ways, the new C-USA made up of 
big, primarily public universities makes more 
sense from an institutional cohesiveness point 
of view, but the old C-USA at least featured Tu-
lane, Tulsa and SMU, which were more institu-
tionally similar to Rice and made us feel like 
we belonged. There are not any strong regional 
conferences for Rice to seek membership in. 
Nor is there a league of smaller, top-tier uni-
versities that play football in the Bowl Subdivi-
sion (the Ivy League, which I do not think Rice 
should want to join anyway, plays Champion-
ship Subdivision football). 

Even if there were a great fit for a conference, 
Rice does not have the large alumni base, the foot-
ball or basketball prowess, or the strong brand 
image a la Notre Dame to provide any leverage to 
gain entrance into such a conference. 

The best-case scenario would be for C-USA and 
the new American Athletic Conference to merge, 
form two completely autonomous geographic di-
visions, and then leverage the growing competi-
tion between regional sports networks to secure a 
strong TV deal (possibly with Fox Sports Networks 
or Comcast SportsNet, both of which focus on pro-
viding regional affiliates). A division made up of 
Rice, Tulane, Tulsa, SMU, Southern Miss, UTSA, 
UH, UTEP, Louisiana Tech and North Texas would 
be regionally compelling while also providing an 
equally compelling eastern counterpart. 

That solution, however, remains more a fairy 
tale than plausible outcome, particularly given the 
fact that TV contracts have already been signed.

Unfortunately, Rice is struggling to find its 
place in the right conference at the same time 
that potential NCAA changes threaten to affect 
it as well. 

Let me be clear that despite many challenges, I 
firmly believe that top-tier athletics are important 
for Rice. They are part of bringing together a com-
munity of exceptional talent; great athletes add 
something to who we are as a university just like 
great engineers, great musicians, great writers 
and great scientists.

Athletes are an important element of the 
Rice undergraduate experience. Beyond sim-
ply providing entertainment with athletic 
events, they provide a unifying effect across 
the entire campus. 

Most importantly, Rice’s student-athletes have 
proven over time that great athletics and great 
academics are not mutually exclusive. Rice’s 
student-athletes have gone on to gain entrance 
into top graduate schools, to earn competitive 
fellowships and to succeed at every level of busi-
ness. Moreover, Bobby Tudor, who lettered in 
basketball from 1979-1982, will soon ascend to 
Rice chairman of the board, becoming the second 
consecutive chairman who was formerly a Rice 
student athlete.

It is imperative that Rice continue to play 
athletics at the highest level. Even in this current 
less-than-pleasant reality, the benefits outweigh 
the costs. 

The challenge is to figure out with whom, ex-
actly, to play them. 

The Fifth Lap

 Gabe  Cuadra
by Dan Elledge

Sports Editor

The Owls suffered another tough 4-3 loss, 
this time at the hands of Conference USA rival 
Tulane University last Sunday. With the defeat, 
they dropped to 9-12 for the year. With Rice now 
guaranteed to have a losing regular season, the 
only chance for a trip to the NCAA tournament 
will be through winning the C-USA tournament. 

Head Coach Efe Ustundag said he continues 
to see the same things that have led to some of 
the team’s close defeats. Ustundag said he feels 
the team has not shown the same confidence 
during the last few weeks and that confidence 
will be key to the team’s success.

“At times, we talk about a lack of confi-
dence,” Ustundag said. “You have to trust the 
work you have done on the court, trust your 
years of experience and trust your ability to 
strike a ball. Once you have doubts about that, 
there is not much you can do. You have to go out 
there and execute.”

Senior Jonathan Chang said the team 
showed a lack of confidence when it mattered 
most. Chang said this mentality has to change, 
especially since the conference tournament is 
around the corner.

“Most importantly, the coaches emphasized 
confidence,” Chang said. “We were not always 
confident with our shots. We were not aggres-
sive, and we let Tulane take it from us. The big-
gest thing is confidence and also to perfect our 
shots going into the tournament.”

Ustundag said he feels that, even with such 
a young team, confidence issues have  affected 
seniors and freshmen alike.

“The problem with confidence has nothing 
to do with age,” Ustundag said. “It could be a 
particular stroke or match play. It is not a matter 
of something that can be classified to age or a 
certain style of game.”

Ustundag said changing the team’s mindset 
will help to improve their confidence.

“We have to keep the negativity outside of 
the tennis courts,” Ustundag said. “We have to 
be there to do a positive job, no negative com-
ments or attitudes. If we let those thoughts lin-
ger or become vocalized, we won’t be able to 
practice as well, and we might be in a scenario 
during the tournament where the team is not 
confident.”

To wind up the regular season, the Owls will 
remain at Jake Hess Stadium and play a double-
header against Prairie View A&M University 
and conference rival Southern Methodist Uni-
versity. Last season, Rice took two 4-3 matches 
against SMU: one on the road and the other in 
the quarterfinals of the C-USA tournament. 

Chang said he does not see this year being 
any different, but  he expects a narrow victory.

“With SMU, it always seems to go to 4-3,” 
Chang said. “They are strong at some spots and 
weak at others, and if we can capitalize against 
some of their players, we should be able to come 
out with a win.”

Ustundag could not agree more since these 
two matches are important as a lead-up to the 
C-USA tournament. He said all six players have 
to show up consistently throughout the next 
couple of weeks if the Owls expect to run the 
table and land a trip to the NCAA tournament.

“If six guys come together and play hard, 
we can make good things happen,” Ustundag 
said. “If 75 percent of the guys come out, we are 
not talented enough to beat a good team with 
partial effort. If all six come out, we can inflict 
some damage, and hopefully, this will work out 
for the conference tournament next week.”

Men’s tennis 
adds to heart-
break with 4-3 
loss to Tulane

Most importantly, the 
coaches emphasized confi-
dence. We were not always 
confident with our shots. We 
were not aggressive, and we 
let Tulane take it from us.

Jonathan Chang
Wiess ’13 
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by Ian Chiang
 Thresher Staff 

With the women’s tennis regular season 
coming to an end tomorrow, the Rice Owls’ re-
cord stands at 16-4 following an 11-game win-
ning streak. The hard work and perseverance 
the team has invested this season has led it to 
be ranked as high as No. 20 in the nation. As 
the team rides an 11-game winning streak and 
looks to carry the momentum into the post-
season, one player has majorly contributed to 
the team’s success. 

Sophomore Natalie Beazant has won 13 
straight singles matches, and her 13-match win-
ning streak with doubles partner Dominique 
Harmath, a junior, only recently ended. Beazant 
is ranked No. 62 in the nation for singles and No. 
17 for doubles with Harmath. 

Beazant said she has been satisfied with the 
season up this point. She said all of the hard 
work in practice and wins against elite oppo-
nents are preparing the Owls for the NCAA tour-
nament.

“I would say that so far, the season is going 
well,” Beazant said. “The team has had some re-

ally tough matches recently that we have pulled 
through and battled to get the wins. That’s what 
it takes to keep moving up the rankings and 
give ourselves the opportunity to go deeper into 
NCAAs. We have been doing a really good job of 
focusing on just one match at a time.” 

Beazant said the team’s great performance 
on the tennis court during games can be attrib-
uted to the diligence and attention to detail the 
players have during practices.

“Tennis is something that is quite repetitive,” 
Beazant said. “We tend to do a lot of different 
drills to make sure the consistency is still there.” 

Beazant said she, like many other athletes, 
has various methods to help her stay focused for 
the game and to ensure she plays to the best of 
her ability.

“Before I play a match, I just like to make 
sure that my head is in the right place and that I 
am focusing on the right things and the job that 
I have ahead of me,” Beazant said. “Every match 
is different, and I just try to make sure that I fo-
cus on one match at a time and take each match 
as it comes.” 

Beazant’s doubles play with Harmath has 
also been an integral part to the team’s run into 

the postseason. The chemistry the two have de-
veloped has won them a place among the top 20 
tandems in the nation. 

“[Harmath and I] seem to work really well to-
gether on the court,” Beazant said. “When one 
of us is struggling, the other one is there and 
offers the reassurance that we sometimes need. 
The fact that we have played together for two 
years now means that we understand each other 
pretty well.” 

Beazant, who is a sport management major 
and a business minor, said Rice is a great insti-
tution for her and other student-athletes to find 
success both on and off the court. 

“I really like the fact that Rice is such a 
friendly place,” Beazant said. “I feel like the 
professors here are really helpful and accommo-
dating to the fact that we sometimes have really 
busy schedules due to the fact that we have to go 
out of town to compete.” 

Besides tennis, Beazant said she also enjoys 
other sports, specifically soccer.

“Of course, being from England, I’m into 
soccer, so I like to try and follow my team from 
back home, Bolton Wanderers (not Manchester 
United!).”

Beazant stretches out to hit a forehand. 
Beazant has not lost a singles match 
since Feb. 3 against Tulsa.

Female tennis star, Beazant enjoys life both on and off the court

Courtesy tJ Hilton

 The Blue team lines up to hike the ball against the Gray team. The Blue team prevailed, 27-17. A player raises his hands and celebrates after making a play during the spring football game.
isabella adamiak/tHresHer isabella adamiak/tHresHer
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WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate 
is $20 to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  
We provide all training, all training is paid, 
and we pay for travel.  Email your resume to 
rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/
High School Math/Natural & Social Scienc-
es/Humanities. Reliable transportation re-
quired. Pay $20-40/hr based on experience. 
Contact 832-428-8330 and email resume to 
siyengar777@gmail.com

Tutor needed: AP Physics for Lamar HS Ju-
nior, 2X/weekafter 4:30pm M-F or any time 
Sat-Sun, now through May. Location flex-
ible. Rate negotiable. Textbook: “Physics: 
Principles with Applications” 5th Edition 

by Douglas Giancoli.  Phone: 713-494-0712 
Email: jjstelzer@sbcglobal.net

Law office near campus seeks part time 
help during summer and possibly beyond.  
Writing, research, errands, general clerical. 
please send resume with cover letter to fred-
dietrich@msn.com.

WildBloom Boutique in Rice Village is hir-
ing part-time sales associates to work 15-20 
hours/week. Looking for friendly individuals 
with prior retail and customer service expe-
rience. Responsibilities include:  daily store 
operations, client building, and sales. Com-
petitive pay and flexible hours. Please email 
resumes to shop@wildbloomboutique.com

5th grade Poe students looking for a Rice 
student to help program the Raspberry 
Pi. Please call (713) 320 -7858 or email 
GrantHess@me.com.  $20+/hr.  Must be 
available Tuesday afternoons. Walkable 
from campus.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

RTV5 announces new reality shows for 2013-14

Fourteen second-semester senior pre-
meds who have been accepted to medical 
school try to end their unhealthy addic-
tion to grades and lose the largest number 
of points on their GPA. In this inspiring 
show, the contestants will learn how to 
skip class, turn in incomplete homework, 

sleep in until noon, avoid Fondren Library 
at all costs, study only the night before the 
test and develop a mild drinking problem. 
As tears fall and grades drop, you will nev-
er think about your lifestyle choices in the  
same way again.

Twelve awkward male suitors will try their best to woo one 
mildly attractive lady. Each week, the bachelorette will take the 
contestants on a variety of dates such as private parties, the hall 
outside out of the private party, the quad near the party, the 
bathroom lines of the party and, of course, the public party. Each 
week before the clock strikes 1:45 a.m. and DJ Cheney goes home, 
the Bachelorette will dance with all but one of the contestants 
in the dramatic Grind Ceremony. The unlucky lad whose crotch 
does not get graced by the bachelorette’s ass must leave immedi-
ately. Eventually, the bachelorette must choose between the last 
two remaining suitors. One goes home heartbroken; the other 
goes to her place to consumate their impending break-up.

Eighteen students have a crucial test at Herzstein Hall Amphi-
theater at 10:50 a.m., but they also have a mandatory class at the 
BRC that went over to 10:45 a.m. In this exciting show, the audi-
ence follows the students as they race to their test and complete 
challenges such as riding bikes in crowded areas, sprinting to 
catch the campus bus, and running into that one friend who, de-
spite them being late, will try to engage them in pedantic and  
meaningless conversation.

Eleven students from each college (and Martel) forsake all com-
fort and common sense when they agree to go on a savage crawl 
that stops at every college (and Martel) and has no food stops. At 
each stop, the drunkest contestant votes him- or herself out of the 
competition by throwing up, getting sent to the hospital or being 
arrested. The winner gets to wake up without these negative con-
sequences or any memory of the night before. Who will win? Will 
it be the rugby player, the freshman girl or the engineer who just 
took a difficult test? Tune in to find out.

The Backpage is satire written by Alex Weimheimer and Anthony Lauriello. For comments and concerns, please email ajw3@rice.edu.
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