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Recent resurfaced allegations against Rice Director 
of Athletics Rick Greenspan have been met with mixed 
reactions across campus. An article published March 
29, 2013 on SportsIllustrated.com reported that for-
mer Rice University basketball player Arsalan Kazemi 
claimed Greenspan made inappropriate comments 
about Kazemi’s Middle Eastern descent to Kazemi, 
two other Middle Eastern players and former assistant 
coach Marco Morcos. The Thresher is currently unable 
to confirm these allegations.

Kazemi and former teammate Omar Oraby were 
among six basketball players who transferred away from 
Rice last year, and both received hardship waivers so that 
they could play basketball this season at the University of 
Oregon and the University of Southern California, respec-
tively. The Sports Illustrated 
article said the allegations of 
discriminatory behavior were 
found in Kazemi’s hardship 
waiver request.

NCAA policy dictates that 
any student who transfers 
to another university must 
wait one year before becom-
ing eligible to play for the 
new school, according to the 
NCAA website. This rule can be 
waived if the new school applies for legislative relief, a 
policy which includes the hardship waivers Kazemi and 
Oraby were granted to become eligible to play this season 
at their respective schools.

According to NCAA spokesperson Christopher Rad-
ford, the NCAA does not discuss details of the legislative 
relief process due to student-athlete privacy concerns 
and therefore would not release any official hardship 
waivers to the Thresher.

According to the Rice Office of Public Affairs, the 
NCAA did not send anyone to Rice to investigate the al-
legations made in Kazemi’s and Oraby’s hardship waiv-
ers. In a letter to Rice, the NCAA openly admitted that the 
waivers were granted solely based on the athletes’ per-
ceptions of their environment, according to a email to the 
Rice community by President David Leebron and Dean of 
Undergraduates John Hutchinson. Rice then hired out-
side counsel to conduct an investigation into the allega-
tions, which found no basis for the charges of discrimina-
tion, according to the Office of Public Affairs.

In a Rice News and Media statement issued in No-
vember, Greenspan and Rice Head Basketball Coach Ben 
Braun denied the allegations, a statement which Rice Di-
rector of News and Media Relations B.J. Almond said the 
university still stands by.

“USC and Oregon have included in those waiver appli-
cations meritless allegations of discrimination, including 
some previously asserted by a former assistant basketball 
coach whose contract was not renewed last spring,” the 
November statement read. “Rice University has a strong 
institutional commitment to tolerance and diversity, and 
both Braun and Greenspan share those values and pro-
vide services and programs that accommodate the needs 
of a diverse student-athlete population.”

After the allegations resurfaced last week, current and 
former members of the Rice athletic community came for-
ward to express their opinions about the issue.

A current Rice athlete who wished to remain anony-
mous said she was disappointed, but not surprised when 
she heard about the allegations against Greenspan. She 
said her personal experience with him made her question 
his character.

“He’s just kind of sketchy, dishonest and fake,” she 
said. “I can say that we’re always uncomfortable around 
him. He’ll walk through in the middle of our weight train-
ing, making side comments, and try to be buddy buddy, 
but we try and keep our distance.”

The athlete said she thinks Greenspan is holding Rice 
back and would like to see him replaced.

“We’re tired of having an athletic director that does 
not represent what Rice is about and does not carry us 
forward,” she said.

During a forum on the allegations against Greenspan 
at the most recent Student Association Senate meeting, 
the general consensus among athletes in attendance 

was that regardless of the al-
legations, Greenspan has not 
been fulfilling his role as ath-
letic director and has interacted 
inappropriately with athletes in 
multiple sports. These athletes 
called for Greenspan’s resigna-
tion.

The Student Association plans 
to act on the forum discussion. 
“We intend to pass legislation 
supporting our student athletes,” 

SA president Yoonjin Min said. “During the forum, the opin-
ion was voiced that student athletes felt like they were lack-
ing support in the student body and administration, and we 
don’t want them to feel that way. We don’t want our athletes 
to be in an environment that they feel is unstable or uncom-
fortable.” 

However, not everyone is calling for a new athletic 
director. Former Rice basketball player Nate Schwarze 
said he never heard any of the comments reported in the 
Sports Illustrated article.

“I was very close to my teammates, and if I had ever heard 
anyone say any of those alleged comments, I would have 
stepped up and said something,” Schwarze said. “Not only 
were those my teammates, but they were [also] my friends.”

Schwarze, who graduated last May and played on the 
Rice team for four years, said he got to know Greenspan 
personally when he interned for the athletic director and 
that he did not witness any inappropriate commenting.

“From all the hours I spent with him during my intern-
ship, on road trips and just around campus, I never heard 
him say any of those alleged comments,” Schwarze said.

Senior Rice basketball player Tamir Jackson said he 
could not comment on the allegations because he had not 
witnessed anything.

“I never saw any of that, but I can’t tell you anything 
because I was always in my own world,” Jackson said.

A former athletic department employee said he does 
not believe Greenspan made any comments in a mali-
cious manner, but rather as an attempt to be funny. The 
former employee said he witnessed several occasions in 
which Greenspan tried to be “buddies” with the athletes.

“I always thought his ‘relationship-building’ with the 
student-athletes was odd and a little intrusive,” he said. 
“The way he spent time in locker rooms before and after 
games was just odd and mind-boggling. That is a sacred 
place that no one except for the team should be. He in-
vited himself into these situations.”

We don’t want our 
athletes to be in an 
environment that they 
feel is unstable or  
uncomfortable.

Rice discusses allegations

”

”

0see ALLEGATIONS, page 3

Yoonjin Min
Student Association President
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Rice is a university of great academic 
achievement. That is irrefutable.  However 
a university is more than just a classroom 
experience. It is also an opportunity to test 
personal development through goal-setting 
and healthy competition. Student athletes im-
merse themselves in these opportunities while 
balancing the requirements of academia, ex-
emplifying the balanced people all students 
should strive to become in the world beyond 
college. Athletes have much insight into the 
complex world just over the horizon and be-
yond graduation. They understand the world 
demands the absolute best we have to offer in 
areas outside of academics, and we could all 
learn from their experiences.

However, for some reason, a disconnect 
exists between student-athletes and students 
here at Rice. It is an unfortunate truth that has 
been really tough for me, and I am sure others, 
to witness here in our time at Rice. But noth-
ing was tougher to witness than seeing two of 
my fellow McMurtry College members, along 
with many other basketball players, transfer 
to other universities and programs in the be-
ginning of the fall semester this school year. It 
was clear to me that this mass exodus was in-
dicative of a deeper issue that we as a student 
body could not, and still do not, understand. 

Sitting in the Student Association meeting 
Monday night to talk about the allegations 
made against Athletics Director Rick Greens-
pan by Arsalan Kazemi and Omar Oraby was 

informative at best. It showed me that the Rice 
community is still not paying attention to the 
underlying issues being raised by student-ath-
letes and those of us who support them. How-
ever, what we feel about what was written by 
Sports Illustrated and the allegations made is 
irrelevant here. We should be asking ourselves 
how we, as students and administrators, can 
continue to improve the relationship between 
students, student-athletes and the university 
as a whole. Based on my conversations with 
student-athletes, I have to say that one sugges-
tion that usually comes up is that Rice needs 
to take its athletic programs more seriously — 
in every way. I know this has been said time 
and time again, but who has been saying it? 
Better yet, who has been listening?

 We as students need to continue showing 
our support by attending games, sitting with 
student-athletes and respecting what student-
athletes say and feel. However, the adminis-
tration needs to continue to make more tan-
gible improvements to athletic facilities and 
programs so that we can recruit and retain 
great athletes as well.

 What should come out of this hearsay ar-
ticle from Sports Illustrated should have noth-
ing to do with Greenspan, Arsalan, Omar or 
whomever. We do not have all the facts. All the 
discussions we have surrounding the accusa-
tions seem, to me, to be unfounded discourse 
and meaningless debate. Rather, the conversa-
tions that should come out of this are how we 
as a university, students and administration, 
can do a better job of appreciating the athlete 
perspective and showing the same dedication 
to our student-athletes and athletic programs 
as we show to our academic ones. When we 
can answer those questions, then our actions 
will hopefully follow suit and then these con-
cerns will fuel real change in the university.

 
                 Becca Isaac is a  
McMurtry College senior.
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Recent allegations highlight broader 
problem of student-athlete relationsGreenspan  

allegations un-
founded and 
hazardous

The recently circulated allegations of 
discrimination by Director of Athletics Rick 
Greenspan against certain student-athletes 
(see story, p. 1) are, at this point, uncon-
firmed. The Thresher would like to caution 
people, including the Rice community, 
against drawing unfounded conclusions 
about the situation. At this point, it is dif-
ficult to assess the accuracy of any of the 
information currently available about the 
allegations. However, regardless of the ex-
tent to which the allegations are true, we 
believe any incident of institutionalized 
discrimination or insensitivity is intoler-
able and inexcusable. Such issues should 
be dealt with seriously and deliberately. 
This should be especially true for an insti-
tution, such as Rice, that consistently ex-
presses a strong commitment to diversity  
and inclusion.

Whether or not the allegations are true, 
the media attention and allegations them-
selves put the university’s credibility at 
stake, and the administration must reaf-
firm to students, other members of the 
Rice community and those outside of our 
community that diversity and inclusion are 
university priorities. The Thresher encour-
ages the administration to pursue a more 
thorough investigation into the allegations. 
We believe any new information about the 
situation revealed by investigations should 
be presented to the Rice community openly 
and transparently. Should information 
arise that the allegations are on any level 
true, the Thresher believes Rice should fol-
low through on its commitment to diversity 
by taking extensive, far-reaching actions to 
ensure a campus environment that is wel-
coming and tolerant. It is important that 
a few incidents of alleged institutional in-
sensitivity do not become emblematic of a 
systemic disregard for and inaction around 
affirming students’ rights.

Extended Owl 
Days leave 

room for fun
The Thresher endorses the extension of 

Owl Days from a two-day, one-night stay to 
a three-day, two-night stay program (see 
story, p. 6). The three-day program allows 
for more opportunities for social gatherings 
between prospective students in the eve-
nings and more flexibility for prospective 
students with time constraints who arrive 
later than the initial check-in period. The 
Thresher believes one of the most popular 
and valuable aspects of Owl Days is the op-
portunity to engage with other prospective 
and current students through unstructured 
social activities in the evenings. Though the 
switch to a two-night stay means a heavier 
commitment for those hosting and volun-
teering, we believe this is a fair price to pay 
for the benefit the switch offers for prospec-
tive students. With the changed program in 
which the first day has few planned activi-
ties, prospective students can still spend a 
substantial amount of time at Rice even if 
they arrive late, and prospective students 
who do arrive on time can engage with oth-
ers in a relaxed setting their first night.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

“April Fools”

Becca Isaac
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RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Mar. 23-31.

Residential Colleges
Will Rice College
Brown College
South Colleges

Other Buildings
George R. Brown
Alice Pratt Brown
Rice Memorial Center

Other Locations
Entrance 20
1900 Rice Blvd.
Campanile Road
Greenbriar Lot

Mar. 27
Mar. 30
Mar. 31

Mar. 24
Mar. 26
Mar. 27

Mar. 23
Mar. 23
Mar. 23
Mar. 23

Theft
Evading arrest
Fraud, illegal use of credit card

Criminal mischief
Theft
Simple assault

Traffic stop
Simple assault
Public intoxication
Disorderly conduct

The following were noted at the meeting of the SA on Mar. 25.

■■■ Undergraduate Representatives to the University Committee on on the Undergraduate 
Curriculum Virginia White and Emily Adkins revisited the proposed resolution regard-
ing the add/drop deadline. New suggestions included limiting the number of “late 
drops” students may use throughout their time at Rice and implementing drop sur-
veys to gather more insightful data about when and why students drop classes. Any 
changes will not affect the add/drop timeline for first-year students. Since the Faculty 
Senate will not implement any changes for another one to two years, the Student Sen-
ate tabled the resolution, most likely until the fall semester.

The following were noted at the most recent meeting of the SA on Apr. 1.

■■■ Brown College junior Shaurya Agarwal brought up changes to the Excellence in Un-
dergraduate Teaching resolution introduced two weeks earlier. The legislation was 
expanded to establish two student representatives to the Center for Teaching Excel-
lence, include plans to address the quality of graduate student teaching, and recom-
mend that the Office of the Registrar create a survey to gather data from students who 
drop a class. The Senate passed the resolution unanimously.

■■■ Rice Thresher Editor-in-Chief Rachel Marcus and Managing Editor Molly Chiu dis-
cussed facts based on their coverage of issues relating to allegations of inappropri-
ate and discriminatory comments made by Rice Director of Athletics Rick Greenspan 
toward former basketball players. According to the Rice Office of Public Affairs, third-
party investigations have not found evidence confirming the allegations, which were 
found in former Rice basketball player Arsalan Kazemi’s hardship waiver submitted 
for eligibility to play at the University of Oregon, but students expressed a desire for 
further investigation to protect Rice’s culture of diversity. The SA will assemble infor-
mation to discuss the matter with Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson and the 
Office of Public Affairs before deciding on additional steps. Contact Hutchinson, Direc-
tor of Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action Russell Barnes or Associ-
ate Dean of Undergraduates and Director of Multicultural Affairs Catherine Clack with 
any concerns about discrimination. Students are encouraged to send any opinions 
or statements to Rachel Marcus at thresher@rice.edu or SA President Yoonjin Min at 
sapres@rice.edu.

The SA will next meet Monday, April 8 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

Watson Fellowship
Jenny Wen, McMurtry ‘13

What is the Watson Fellowship?

The Watson Fellowship is a chance to give 
a year to graduating seniors to travel around 
the world to pursue a project of personal pas-
sion. All 40 fellows have different projects. 
It was founded by Thomas J. Watson and his 
wife. When he was in college, his dad gave him 
a sum of money and said, “Go away for a year 
and travel, see the world, and find yourself. 
After he founded IBM, he said it was the most 
rewarding year of growth.

I cannot come back to the United States for 
12 months or go to any country in which I have 
had significant experiences. I know it’s going to 
be lonely and challenging. I can’t foresee all the 
challenges, but I also can’t foresee the growth.

Why did you choose to apply?

I was just going to go to medical school. 
This past summer, I went to Nepal for a Pover-
ty, Justice and Human Capabilities internship 
and volunteered in a women’s shelter for wom-
en exiting the sex and entertainment industry. 
I was teaching English and self-defense. This 
experience made me realize there’s so much of 
the world that I still want to see. After college, 
I won’t have much time to explore the world, 
especially if I start on a path of medicine. I’ve 
spent so much of my life in a classroom, so I 
didn’t want to go to another university right 
away, no matter how prestigious. The spirit of 
the Watson really matched what I was looking 
for because it’s not limited by anything.

What are your plans for the year?

So far, I’m planning on going to Sweden, Tur-
key, South Africa, Indonesia, Japan and Peru. 
My project is on how female survivors of sexual 
assault find empowerment again and how they 
navigate different resources like health care, 
justice and law enforcement. For instance, in 
Sweden, gender equality is a required subject to 
be taught in schools. They have national proj-
ects that fund the recovery process. How does 
that compare to South Africa where there’s an 
HIV/AIDS epidemic? I will be trying to interview 
people from all of these different sectors to find 
[out] more about things like prevention educa-
tion or training for law enforcement. 

From what I hear from previous Watson fel-
lows, you can only predict a quarter of what your 
trip will go like, so I can see my project growing 
and evolving throughout the experience.

What do you hope to gain from this experience?

In a lot of ways, this is linked to my life 
goals. My goal is to be a public health worker, 
OB/GYN, or some sort of primary care doctor 
that creates projects and implements initia-
tives that combine human rights advocacy and 
public health advocacy to raise awareness of 
gender-based violence. I want to be a lifetime 
advocate for gender equality and against gen-
der-based violence advocating for survivors 
of sexual assaults in particular. I want to help 
break the silence surrounding sexual assault 
and raise awareness for this issue.

Zeff Fellowship

Sabrina Toppa, McMurtry ‘13

What is the Zeff Fellowship?

Roy and Hazel Zeff fund a year of explora-
tion for one Rice student ranked highest by 
the [Rice Faculty Committee on Awards and 
Fellowships] who does not receive the [Wat-
son Fellowship.] It’s 12 months of pursuing 
whatever you can think of with a $25,000 bud-
get. You can’t go to any countries on the travel 
advisory list, though.

Why did you choose to apply?

I’m a huge travel junkie, having spent time 
last year backpacking around Israel and Pal-
estine. [The fellowship] offered the greatest 
flexibility and independence by allowing me 
to design my own creative project. My main 
academic interests are migration and labor, so 
I developed an idea to fuse writing and migra-
tion. After interviewing migrants in Europe, 
I knew I wanted the opportunity to go more 
global, especially in Asia and the Middle East.

What are your plans for the year?

I’m going to Qatar, Jordan, UAE, South Af-
rica, and Bangladesh. I will be writing short 
stories about and alongside migrants in the 
transportation service economy. By interview-
ing taxi and rickshaw drivers, I will explore 
their migration paths and how they navigate 
their socioeconomic position and use creativ-
ity to engineer upward mobility. In a way I’m 
going underground. I’m not planning to attach 
myself to many formal non-governmental orga-
nizations or structures, because I think it can 
be an impediment especially when you’re try-
ing to do a project that focuses on the people.

For instance, in Bangladesh, there aren’t 
any NGOs that work with rickshaw drivers. Be-
cause they have a form of labor and an income, 
they are often not addressed by NGOs. Dhaka is 
the rickshaw capital of the world and Bangla-
desh has one of the largest instances of rural to 
urban migration in human history.

I took a creative nonfiction class at Rice 
and it only solidified my desire to use stories 
to share knowledge. To disseminate stories 
about migrants working in precarious forms of 
labor, we cannot rely exclusively on scholarly 
articles, since they seldom hit the general pub-
lic. Stories can be a more accessible medium. 
I’m giving myself deadlines by submitting to 
literary journals and magazines.

What do you hope to gain from this experience?

I’m trying to contextualize local stories of 
migration in the broader narrative. Most of my 
family still works in the NYC taxi industry, so 
I have a personal stake in these stories being 
heard. People don’t think about how the [taxi 
industry] contributes to cultural retention and 
the continued practices of a culture. It’s a topic 
that I feel very close to. I think [my personal 
connection] would help humanize it more and 
make it less like I’m an academic reporting on 
this. In a way, it establishes my credibility.

Interviews by Joey Capparella

Seniors receive Watson, 
Zeff travel fellowships

Watson Fellowship
Jenny Wen, McMurtry ‘13

Zeff Fellowship
Sabrina Toppa, McMurtry ‘13

This is not the first time that Greenspan has 
faced controversy as an athletic director. Ac-
cording to the Indiana Daily Student, Indiana 
University’s student newspaper, many stu-
dents from their campus felt it necessary that 
Greenspan resign from his position as Athletic 
Director in 2008 after NCAA basketball recruit-
ing violations surfaced.  “It’s tough not to be 
kind of biased because Greenspan has such 
a sketchy background,” a student who works 
with Rice’s baseball team said. “The most tell-
ing [information] is the past.”

Despite the controversy surrounding the 
former assistant coach and Greenspan, Kazemi 
has publicly stated his desire to return to Rice 
to receive his diploma this May. Rice will allow 
him to come back and walk at graduation if 
he has enough credits to graduate. This is the 

same policy which applies to any Rice student, 
according to Vice President for Public Affairs 
Linda Thrane.

Any students who feel that they are experi-
encing discrimination can raise their concerns 
to their college master, coaches, the dean of 
undergraduates or Office of Equal Employment 
Opportunity and Affirmative Action Director 
Russell Barnes.

The Rice Thresher will continue to investi-
gate the issue and update the story as informa-
tion becomes available.

Incoming Campanile Editor-in-Chief Anas-
tasia Bolshakov and Thresher News Editor Joey  
Capparella contributed to this article.

0AllegAtions
 from page 1
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Hanszen College sophomore Zack Kop-
plin spoke April 1 about advocating to keep 
creationism out of public schools. The event, 
which was sponsored by Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State, Rice American 
Civil Liberties Union and Rice Empower, took 
place in Sewall Hall. 

Kopplin said the speech was the first he has 
given at Rice. 

“I think it is vital for Rice kids to know 
about science advocacy because many Rice 
kids are going to work in scientific fields,” Kop-
plin said. “Far too few students at our universi-
ty pay attention to science policy. For example, 
the recent budget sequester will affect many of 
our classmates’ future jobs.”

Kopplin said he thinks teaching creation-
ism confuses students about the nature of sci-
ence and the scientific method.

“Science is simply the way we explain 
natural phenomena,” Kopplin said. “By ex-
planation, we test it, and these tests can be 
repeated.”

A Louisiana native, Kopplin has advocat-
ed specifically against the Louisiana Science 
Education Act.

“Louisiana, my state, is addicted to cre-
ationism,” Kopplin said. “The Louisiana Sci-
ence Education Act is a really clever piece of 
legislation. It never once mentions creationism 
or intelligent design .... Instead, the Louisiana 
Science Education Act allows creationism to be 

taught through a loophole that allows supple-
mental materials into public school science 
classrooms.” 

According to Kopplin, creationism is a na-
tional problem.

“These bills, they’re spreading,” Kopplin 
said. “In 2012, Tennessee passed [its] own 
creationism law. For the longest time, Loui-
siana was No. 1; we were the only state with 
a creationism law ....  Now, there [are] two 
creationism laws.” 

Kopplin said he has researched voucher 
programs around the country and found that 
at least 300 schools — and probably more — are 
teaching creationism while receiving millions 
of dollars in public money. 

Kopplin said that in his senior year of 
high school, he realized he had a voice and 
a moral responsibility to use it and began a 
campaign to repeal the Louisiana Science 
Education Act. 

Kopplin said a scientific revolution is 
needed or else his generation will face un-
precedented challenges such as an increas-
ingly extreme climate and antibiotic-resistant 
superbugs. He said he wants to see a reinvest-
ment in science and that science offers a mas-
sive return on investment.

Duncan College freshman Michael Donatti 
said Kopplin’s speech was informational and 
inspiring.

“The speech solidified my perspective by 
giving it more factual backing,” Donatti said. “It 
also made me hopeful because so many people 
are fighting for strong science education.”

Kopplin talks education
by Amanda MacDonald

Thresher Staff

The Student Association resolution regarding 
proposed changes to the add/drop process has 
been tabled until next fall, according to student 
representative to the University Committee on the 
Undergraduate Curriculum Virginia White. 

Although the Faculty Senate will make the 
final decision, it takes SA resolutions, which 
are meant to reflect student opinion, into ac-
count, White, a Lovett College senior, said.

“Students felt that more research is neces-
sary to make an informed recommendation,” 
White said. “The SA is open to further discus-
sion on the matter to get a unified student 
voice on any future changes.” 

At the March 25 SA meeting, Jones Col-
lege Senator Clinton Willbanks moved to 
table the resolution because he felt too many 
questions were still unanswered about the 
situation.

“We learned that the timeline for acting 
upon this problem was not as pressing as we 
once believed,” Willbanks, a junior, said. “A 
motion to table gives us more time to more ac-
curately reflect student concerns and address 
the issues surrounding add/drop deadlines 
when the legislation is eventually voted upon.”

White said some research had been done by 
the Office of the Registrar and that more data on 
student add/drop patterns would be helpful.

“According to the registrar, close to 1,500 
seats in classes are dropped each semester af-
ter the add deadline at week two,” White said.

White said that even with changes, stu-
dents would still be able to drop a class until 
the 10th week. However, there may be some 
sort of penalty introduced for individuals who 
drop after the second week, such as a fine or a 
mark on their transcript. 

“Questions arose to how much the fine 
should be so that it is fair to all students, but 
also strong enough to incentivize dropping,” 
White said.

Baker College freshman Jonathan Le said 
that while he understands the reasoning be-
hind the plan, he is not looking forward to be-
ing restricted.

“Our senator told us about the proposed 
changes at Baker Cabinet, and we were all pretty 
up in arms about it,” Le said. “We were relieved 
to hear that the changes probably wouldn’t be 
put in place for another year or so.”

As a compromise, White said the new sys-
tem might include several free drops, similar to 
the pass/fail system, giving students a limited 
number of chances to drop a class late without 
a penalty.

“[This] would hopefully make students 
think a bit more strategically about dropping a 
class late,” White said.

Wiess College junior Alan Hsieh said he 
was more supportive of the plan once learning 
about the free drops.

“One of the things that’s nice about Rice is 
that we’re able to take this buffer of extra class-
es,” Hsieh said. “However, if you’re dropping 
classes late every semester, you might be abus-
ing the system.”

SA votes to table add/drop   
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New RFID Timing

Beer Bike 2013 marked the debut of a new 
timing mechanism for the races, Campuswide 
Beer Bike Coordinator Soorya Avali said. 

According to Avali, a Brown College junior, 
those in an electrical engineering senior design 
project called Team Timekeepers designed the 
mechanism, which is based on radio frequency 
identification technology commonly used in 
marathon timing systems.

Riders have a chip on the helmet they wear 
which is activated at six points along the track, 
Avali said.

Avali said this system made the judges’ job 
much easier and that he wanted to use it in fu-
ture Beer Bikes.

“[Using this system] gives precise lap times,” 
Avali said. “In addition, [it] makes the judges’ 
job easier next year by reducing their workload.”

Will Rice College senior and women’s bike 
captain Kylee Talwar said the new timing sys-
tem was accurate but suggested a modification 
in the timing system to help broadcast race 
times to the crowd.

“I can’t wait for a timing system where the 
information is displayed for the crowd to see 
to help keep track of what places each college 
is in,” Talwar said. “This would be especially 
helpful during the men’s race, when it often gets 
quite confusing.”

Security and REMS

Chief of Police and Director of Public Safety, 
Johnny Whitehead, said the Rice University 
Police Department was highly prepared for the 
event and ran into minimal issues during the 
event itself. 

“Overall, I think things went well,” White-
head said. “We had four referrals to [Student 

Judicial Programs]; three of them were for 
urinating in public, and one was for general 
disruption of property and criminal mischief 
for beating up a parking lot gate and causing 
damage to the gate. In addition, we issued two 
criminal citations for urinating in public to 
non-Rice students.”

Director of Rice Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Lisa Basgall said REMS addressed any 
emergency calls that came in and also stood 

by during Beer Bike to help with any medical 
emergencies that might have occurred.

Basgall said Beer Bike went well from a 
REMS standpoint.

“From our vantage point on the sidelines, 
it looked like quite a few people enjoyed Beer 
Bike and had a safe day,” Basgall said. “It’s 
great to see all of the students, alumni and 
other visitors on campus enjoy the fun activi-
ties and college spirit that Beer Bike promotes.”

General Concerns

Talwar said in the future, she would appreciate 
having more seating for the college sections.

“We need bleachers for the college sections 
so the crowds can see the races,” Talwar said. 
“It looked very crowded, and a lot of people 
couldn’t see, so there was overspill around the 
outside of the college sections.”

Avali said the campuswide Beer Bike coordi-
nators made every attempt to reserve bleachers 
but that their plans fell through.

“We tried to reserve bleachers in advance, 
but [the company] double-booked the bleach-
ers,” Avali said. “The only other [company] that 
we found couldn’t assemble in time. I highly 
recommend future coordinators to get bleach-
ers in the beginning of year.”

Hanszen College Beer Bike Coordinator Eric 
Dai suggested an improvement in the planning 
of the event itself. 

“The way the system is run right now is tax-
ing on the coordinators,” Dai, a senior, said. 
“We are not given a direct say in most decisions. 
For example, although we love the caregiving 
system, they didn’t give us enough time to get 
caregivers and thrust it on us.”

Baker College freshman Nitin Agrawal said 
his first Beer Bike exceeded his expectations 
and that he is excited for next year’s events.

“I was on pit crew [for Baker College], and 
I had a blast,” Agrawal said. “In the future, I 
would love to see more non-drinking events. 
Lots of people wanted to participate but didn’t 
necessarily want to drink.”

Jones College sophomore Iman Kassir said she 
was excited to cheer her team on to victory but 
wanted to have more bathrooms at the track itself.

“I loved the event itself,” Kassir said. “How-
ever, I wanted to go to the bathroom, but there 
were only five or so port-a-potties at the track. 
All the buildings along the Loop were blocked 
off by RUPD, and I was forced to walk back to 
[McNair Hall] just to go to the bathroom.”

Beer Bike 2013: new timing system, 
security summary, student feedback

BEER BIKE 
RESULTS

2 0 1 3

We need bleachers 
for the college sec-
tions so the crowds 
can see the races. It 
looked very crowded, 
and a lot of people 
couldn’t see...

Kylee Talwar
Will Rice ‘13
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Next week, over 400 excited prospective 
students will come to campus for Rice’s annual 
Owl Days program, and they will be staying 
here for a day longer than usual. 

Student Admission Council Director Ashley 
Pelton said the lengthened visit will enhance 
the experience for prospective students.

“[Making Owl Days a day longer] allows 
students and parents to get an even better feel 
for what it’s like at Rice,” Pelton, a Wiess Col-
lege junior, said. 

The rescheduling of Owl Days activities 
will also give the prospective students a bet-
ter opportunity to settle in and make some 
friends before all the activities on Thursday, 
Pelton said. 

This year, no matter how late prospective 
students arrive Wednesday, April 10, when reg-
istration is scheduled to take place, they will 
not miss anything because the welcome is not 
set to take place until Thursday, Pelton said. 
Additionally, rather than having a parade in 
the academic quadrangle, this year, represen-
tatives from each college will escort the pro-
spective students to their hosts as they arrive. 

On Thursday, prospective students will 
attend activities during the day, including 
campus tours and panels on research oppor-
tunities, pre-professional programs and study 
abroad programs. Additionally, they will have 
the opportunity to attend classes and a stu-
dent clubs and organizations fair, as well as 
the Rice Undergraduate Research Symposium 
and Owl Days closing ceremony at 2:30 p.m. 
Friday, Pelton said.

Pelton said the rest of the Owl Days pro-
gramming, such as the panels and informa-
tion sessions, will remain similar to previous 
years’. However, the goal for Owl Days this 
year is to have fewer but larger activities, as 
opposed to many smaller ones.

Despite hosting prospective students for 
two nights instead of one, overnight hosts’ 
tasks will remain the same as in previous 
years, Pelton said.

Martel College senior Devon Morera, who 
has been an overnight host for Owl Days in the 
past, said she thinks extending the program is 
a good idea.

“During Owl Days, I didn’t get too much 
time to spend with my prospies because I real-
ly only saw them at dinner the night they were 
there,” Morera, a Martel College senior, said. 
“While it’s good that there has always been 
plenty of stuff for prospies to do, ... I person-
ally like getting to actually know the people 
who are spending the night in my room. Also, 
I think it’s good for prospies to get a more hon-
est perspective on what Rice is like by actually 
seeing students in their natural environment.”

Owl Days visitors to stay 
two nights instead of one

by Andrew Ta
News Editor

It is no longer possible to take more than 
24 credit hours in a single semester. In order to 
save the Office of the Dean of Undergraduates 
time and open up spaces in courses that would 
otherwise be closed because they were dropped 
after the add deadline, requests for enrolling in 
over 24 credit hours will automatically be de-
nied, according to Speaker of the Faculty Senate 
Peter Caldwell.

Previously, anyone registering for more 
than 20 credit hours in one semester would 
need to fill out a petition for registration over-
load and consult with the Office of Academic 
Advising, according to the Rice website.

“I believe that this is a relatively minor 
change,” Caldwell said. “The new policy only 
changes [the] situation slightly. Not many stu-
dents actually seek to enroll in more than 24 
hours for a semester, and [Dean of Undergradu-
ates John Hutchinson] turns a lot of these down.”

According to Registrar David Tenney, in the 
last five years, an average of two students a se-
mester were approved to take over 24 credit hours.

Caldwell said the new limitation is designed 
to discourage students from over-enrolling and 
locking up course spots from others.

“Students are able to over-enroll as part of 
their normal shopping process with permis-
sion from the Dean of Undergraduates and lock 
up courses, only dropping them after the add 
deadline has passed,” Caldwell said. 

Other universities discourage over-enrolling 
by charging extra for additional credit hours, a 
practice Rice does not engage in, Caldwell said.

“Rice differs from most other schools in 
providing very few disincentives for enrolling 
in more than 18 hours of classwork for a semes-
ter,” Caldwell said. “Other universities charge 
by the credit hour or indicate if a student has 
withdrawn from a course on the transcript; 
Rice does neither.”

A limit of 24 credit hours will not solve the 
problem of overcrowded courses, but the Faculty 
Senate hopes it will help, Caldwell said.

“We have certain areas which are under great 
demand [with] certain classes [that] people can’t 
get into,” Caldwell said. “When you have that 
much shopping at Rice, but an add deadline at 
the second week, people can’t get into those class-
es. The new waitlist system is pretty effective, but 
the problem hasn’t gone away.”

Tenney said the policy was primarily pro-
posed by Hutchinson and Associate Dean of 
Undergraduates and Director of Academic Ad-
vising Brian Gibson.

“[They] brought this to the [University Com-
mittee on the Undergraduate Curriculum] two 
to three months ago,” Tenney said. “That com-
mittee, which consists of faculty and students, 
endorsed this and forwarded it to [the] Faculty 
Senate, who approved the hard cap at its last Sen-
ate meeting. A tweak in text will be submitted to 
Rice’s General Announcements for this fall.”

Caldwell said the conversation on over-en-
rollment, shopping and overcrowded courses 
would continue.

“Any discussion that takes place will have 
student input,” Caldwell said. “The Faculty 
Senate can see problems but can’t see all of the 
unintended consequences.”

McMurtry College senior Michael Apolinar-
io said the hard cap seemed superfluous since 
it affected so few people.

“There have been two semesters where I 
had to take over 20 hours,” Apolinario said. “I 
only know of two people who have [more than 
20] hours in a semester. Most people I know try 
to stay below 15, so I think people like me and 
those two guys are more in the minority.”

Brown College senior Ben Ong said he 
thought tuition money drove the new policy.

“Some people really overload and leave 
Rice in [two] years,” Ong said. “Not with a good 
GPA, of course, but nonetheless, [two] years 
and a Rice degree.”

Hard cap established for 
credit hours per semester

I think it’s good for 
prospies to get a more 
honest perspective on 
what Rice is like by 
actually seeing stu-
dents in their natural 
environment.

Devon Morera
Martel ‘13



by Anthony Lauriello
Thresher Editorial Staff

Houstonians have a  sometimes 
complicated and hypocritical 
relationship with the large island 
to their southwest. They are 
quick to express umbrage about 
the arrogance of northeasterners  
dismissing their city, but they put 
down Galveston with a similar 
hubris. “The ocean is dirty, the 
island is gross, and the place is 
trashy,” they claim. Of course, 
this does not stop them from 
going to the island year after 
year.

Many Rice students inherit 
these unfair prejudices, and 
despite attending college here for 
four years, never make the hour-
long trip to Galveston. This is a 
shame, as the island has many 
things to offer, from a unique 
history to oceanfront bars and, of 
course, beaches. Best of all, these 
are often at affordable prices. This 

combination makes a Galveston trip a must for any 
Rice student.

How to Get There
Sadly, Galveston is accessible only by car, so 

you will to need to get one or know somebody 
who has one. Luckily, the directions are easy. 
Take U.S. Highway 59 North until you get to 
Interstate Highway 45, which you take South 
until it dead-ends on the island. The trip takes an 
hour without traffic, which can be avoided with 
proper planning. Ideal departure times include 
the middle of the day or during the weekend. 
The trip is unscenic until the very end, when 
the freeway crosses the Gulf of Mexico on the 
massive Galveston Causeway.

 

Where (and Whether) to Stay
As a tourist-centric town, Galveston has 

plenty of options for hotels. Hotels on the seawall 
cost around $200 a night for a double room. Those 
around Moody Gardens are less convenient, but 
around half the price. On our trip, we decided 
to stay at the Inn at the Waterpark for around 

$120. While it was a little out 
of our way, and the view was 
rather unimpressive — the 
window overlooked a septic 
tank — the room was clean 
and service excellent. There 
was also free putt-putt golf. 
Splitting the room between 
four people also made it 
very affordable. Of course, 
the cheapest option is not to 
stay overnight at all, but we 
had planned for a two-day 
trip. Furthermore, it was a 
nice excuse to get away from 
campus.

Beaches of the Island
Galveston is known for its 

beaches, and there are several options 
to choose from. The more public 
beaches, such as Stewart Beach, are 
on the eastern part of the island and 
can get very busy on sunny days. For 
those looking for a quieter experience, 
the more pristine Galveston State Park 
lacks the loud and often drunk crowd. 
However, there is a $5 entrance fee.

 

Dinner
Galveston has plenty of places to 

eat, but be sure to avoid the many 
overpriced chains near the seawall. 
To avoid eating at Joe’s Crab Shack, 
leave the beach for dinner. We dined 
at Shrimp ‘n’ Stuff in the middle of the 
island at Avenue O. The restaurant is 
not fancy, but its delicious Po’ Boys are 
all under $10, and they have a devoted 
local following. Those wanting a more 
refined experience should go to the 

Strand, Galveston’s fashionable downtown 
area with Victorian-era buildings and swanky 
restaurants.

The Strand is home to venerable Galveston 
institution La King’s, a 1920s-styled ice cream 
parlor and confectionary. The ice cream is 
properly thick and creamy and made locally in 
Galveston, and the candy offerings are notable 
for both impeccable quality and variety. While 
we missed it, those who frequent La King’s 
during the day can also catch the candy makers 
at work, using turn-of-the-century equipment. 
These offerings are affordable considering 
the high amount of tourist traffic that comes  
through daily.

Nightlife
Galveston has over a dozen bars on Seawall 

Boulevard that offer a variety of island beverages 
throughout the day and into the early morning. 
Our bar crawl took us to three of the hottest bars 
in Galveston. The Spot is the largest bar and 
houses many themed areas serving different 
kinds of alcohol. Squeeze, the tequila-themed 
room, serves margaritas ranging from 12 to 100 
ounces, with the 100-ounce margaritas starting 
at only $39. Our quartet of 21-year-olds attempted 
drinking this beast of a margarita and failed 
miserably. Float provides medium-priced drinks 
that can be enjoyed in the barside pool. The Poop 
Deck is the local dive. It provides beer at cheap 
prices but has a lackluster selection.

Brunch
The Mosquito Grill is in a converted house 

and fills with brunchgoers on most weekends. It 
offers many tasty breakfast and lunch options, 
including pancakes and fresh shrimp dishes. The 
Island Slammer shrimp sandwich was simple yet 
delectable and came served with an apple pecan 
salad. The biggest hit at our table was The Nancy 
Bet-C, a full plate of eggs, bacon and fruit with 
and a buttery croissant.

Ferry to Bolivar Peninsula
The free ferry starts on the easternmost 

coast of Galveston and makes a brief 18-minute 
journey across a small strait in the Gulf to 
Bolivar Peninsula and the Texas mainland. The 
line for the ferry can be sizable, but five ferries 
run continuously during peak hours, and the 
line moves quickly. After the ferry embarks, 
the scenic ride combines the natural waters of 
the Gulf with industrial tankers and the distant 
refineries of Texas City. Rumor states that 
dolphins sometimes swim alongside the ferry, 
but alas, our voyage was without the cheerful 
marine mammals.

Crystal Beach
Innovation is not merely discovering 

something new, but also finding a novel way 
to combine things which already exist. Crystal 
Beach accomplishes this with the perfect 
synthesis of a highway, a trailer park and a 
beach. While this may sound like a caricature 
of what is wrong with the American South, 
somehow, the combination works.

For $10, locals can purchase a permit 
from the county to drive on the beach, which 
turns the otherwise scenic beach into a 
thoroughfare. Many of the cars that populate 
this road feature ornate golf wheels and large 
pickup trucks with oversize wheels, both 
of which challenge good taste. Impromptu 
parties cluttered the beach, and ranged from 
a Mexican family with Tampulas license 
plates cooking appetizing meats to a wedding 
complete with a “Just Married” golf cart. 
Beverages not in glass containers are allowed 
on the beach, and almost everyone on the 
beach had some kind of alcoholic beverage 
within close reach. All of this combines to 
make a truly festive atmosphere that is often 
surreal. Nowhere else could an F-150 with 
an oversize Confederate flag foreground  a 
wedding ceremony and a couple exchanging 
their vows. While sophisticates might find this 
abhorrent, those willing to enjoy the crass 
absurdity of it all will have a truly memorable 
experience.
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Smashed Students gather in front of Lovett 
hall the morning of Beer Bike to pelt each other 
with water balloons. Each college spent the 
previous week filling balloons in preparation 
for the two campus-wide battles. 
Photo by Isabella adamIak

Painting up Brown College sophomore Will 
Otter prepares for the festivities with face paint. 
Photo by Isabella adamIak

Jones didn’t win again (bottom left) Jones 
typically has a “Jones Wins Again” party on the 
night of Beer Bike. They didn’t win this year, 
but that didn’t stop their celebration. 
Photo by kaI sheNG

Fork Will Rice (top left) As a part of the Willy 
Week “jacks” tradition, Baker college planted 
forks in the Will Rice Quad in the middle of the 
night. The prank was based on a typical anti-
Will Rice cheer. 
Photo by Isabella adamIak

Sweet Victory (bottom right) As the competi-
tive college promised, Will Rice won all of the 
bike races for this year. Training and sobriety 
contribute to their teams’ success. 
Photo by kaI sheNG

Ready, set, go! (center photo) Beer Bike 
throwers Gabe Baker and Michael Warren help 
a Brown biker gear up for the race.  
Photo by Isabella adamIak



by Ian Campbell
For theThresher

The Rice University Department of Visual and 
Dramatic Arts’ latest production, Mauritius, pulls 
the audience hungrily into the world of stamp col-
lecting and does not let go until the last quietly 
delivered line. 

Written by Theresa Rebeck, creator of the TV 
show ‘Smash,’ Mauritius centers firmly on the 
priceless 1- and 2-penny Mauritian stamps, show-
ing the dark side of philately (stamp collecting).

Mauritius, guest directed for Rice Theater by Ju-
lia Trauber,  displays a hotbed of resentment, fury 

and greed. As the power shifts back and forth, the 
audience struggles to figure out who will emerge 
victorious. Beneath this exterior lies a harsh and 
terrible secret that will not stay buried, no matter 
how hard the characters try.

The casting in this play is spot-on. Hanszen 
College junior T.C. Weinlandt shines in the 
role of Sterling with power and intensity that 
can only be demonstrated in a few roles. Wein-
landt’s physical dominance coupled with his 
forceful expressions allow him to convincingly 
portray a businessman tottering between cun-
ning and brutality.

It is McMurtry College freshman Rachel 
Landsman, however, who truly pulls the audi-

ence through this play as Jackie, a young woman 
who possesses nothing but her own wit and de-
termination. Her true manner is not exposed un-
til well into the play, but when it is, she blows the 
audience away.

McMurtry College sophomore Shivani Morrison 
serves as her sister Mary, a stark and subtle coun-
ter to Landsman. She does justice to her character 
who, in the hands of another actress, might come 
off as merely snide and pompous. She conveys a 
sophisticated pretense of charm that peels away 
over time. The first interaction between Landsman 
and Morrison is the spark that really gets this play 
moving forward. 

Brown College senior Ben Seidensticker is 
great as always as Dennis, a smooth-talking 
palm-greaser. Seidensticker’s natural likeabil-
ity helps soften his otherwise grimy character, a 
complex man with little backstory. While other 
characters grow darker throughout the show, 
Dennis only becomes more palatable. 

One part curmudgeon, one part has-been 
and another part genius tradesman, Sid Rich-
ardson College senior Adrien Pellerin plays 
Phillip. This was perhaps the most unusual 
choice for casting, but it works well because 
Pellerin has a lot of fun playing the thorny sa-
vant. Since his character is the only one with 
any true knowledge of stamps, the sincerity 
of his delivery brings some of the funniest yet 
most powerful lines of the play. Pellerin’s per-
formance is enhanced by his commitment to 
appearing weak, sniveling and haughty, which 
earn him both sympathy and scorn over the 
course of the play.

The production value for this performance is 
also top-notch. The stage design is a treat for au-
diences. There are two fully constructed rooms 

JEFF DUNHAM
Jeff Dunham, a world-re-
nowned ventriloquist, will be 
performing his show Disorder-
ly Conduct at Houston’s Reliant 
Arena Wednesday, April 10 at 
7:30 pm. Tickets are $45.50.

Reliant Arena
8400 Kirby Drive

www.reliantpark.com

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Our picks for events 

outside the hedges, both 
around Rice and in the 

Houston area, for this week.

TURKISH FILM
The Turkish Film Festival is at 
MFAH. Events include movies Shat-
tered Soul and Toll Booth and an 
appearance by Turkish actor Tamer 
Karadagli. The festival  takes place 
April 5-7. Admission is $10.

Houston Museum of Fine Arts
1001 Bissonet St. 

www.mfah.org

BURGER MADNESS
You may not be able to choose this 
year’s March Madness winner, but 
come to the Refinery on Saturday 
and you’ll have the chance choose 
this year’s Houston Burger Bracket 
victor. The first 150 people get to 
taste the final four burgers and de-
termine the winner. Doors open at 
11 a.m., and entrance is free.

The Refinery
702 Dallas St.

houstonburgerbracket.com

GRIZZLY BEAR
Its name might sound warm and 
fuzzy, but Grizzly Bear, a New York 
band known for its psychedelic 
pop, folk rock and experimental 
sound is anything but. Following 
the release of its first album in 
over three years, Grizzly Bear will 
be dazzling Houston in less than 
“Two Weeks”  with its concert at 
the House of Blues on Tuesday, 
April 9. General admission is $25.

House of Blues Houston
1204 Caroline St.

www.houseofblues.com
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by Kaylen Strench
A&E Editor

This weekend and next, the Chao Center for 
Asian Studies will be hosting the long-anticipated 
TITLES2, a film festival celebrating some of the 
best efforts of experimental Indian filmmaking. 
The event will include five contemporary feature-
length films, a package of short films curated by the 
Bangalore Queer Film Festival and a retrospective 
consisting of four films by the late prominent film-
maker Ritwik Ghatak.

The festival, curated by former Rice University 
postdoctoral fellow and visiting scholar Ratheesh 
Radhakrishnan, is intended to push the boundar-
ies of cinema by showcasing aesthetically oriented, 
experimental films. Many of the films are rarities 
screened only a few times in the United States and 
India, primarily garnering acclaim through circula-
tion in small circles of cinema enthusiasts. 

“These are not regular mainstream films. This is 
not Bollywood; these are not films that are familiar 
across the world,” said Radhakrishnan. “They don’t 
really allow you to get sucked into the film, but that 
doesn’t mean they’re not enjoyable. They give you 
enough distance for thinking and contemplating.”  

Samhita Sunya, a doctoral candidate in the De-
partment of English who works with Radhakrish-
nan, stressed that the unique nature of the films 
offers viewers the opportunity to approach cinema 
in an entirely new way.

“I would say in thinking about experimental 
cinema, it’s important to focus on not what is be-
ing told, that is, what we’re used to; the storyline 
— what’s happening — and rather how it’s being 
told,” Sunya said. “I think that people can get really 
frustrated when they go into an experimental movie 
expecting to be entertained, but I think that these 
films will challenge you to think differ-
ently about how people can use images 
and sounds to tell stories.”

Sunya explained that each film will be intro-
duced by an individual with expertise in a particu-
lar aspect of the film, such as a professor or an art 
curator. These presenters will explain to viewers 
which styles and forms the filmmakers were at-
tempting to interact with, framing each film in a 
particular context.  

Radhakrishnan and Sunya also stressed that de-
spite the fact that all of the films are of exclusively 
Indian origin, TITLES2 is not intended to glorify 
India. Rather, it is an attempt to transcend these 
cultural boundaries, presenting cinema as an art 
form whose aesthetics cannot be lumped together 
categorically, solely on the basis of place or national 
context.  

“What I want to [emphasize] is that this is not a 
celebration of India,” Radhakrishnan said. “Rather, 
this is an attempt to break open the idea of India 
and show that it’s much more complicated than we 
imagined ... I wouldn’t want to classify the films as 
culturally distinct. Every art form is from a particu-
lar place and carries with it a certain history — it has 
to encounter the specificity of the history and poli-
tics of a particular culture. So that’s what makes it 
distinct, not the culture itself.”

Two directors will also be in attendance at the 
festival: Ashim Ahluwalia, director of Miss Lovely, 
playing Saturday, April 6, at 7 p.m. and Gurvinder 
Singh, director of Alms for a Blind Horse, playing 
Friday, April 5, at 7 p.m. These directors will be of-
fering question-and-answer sessions after their 
respective films’ screenings. There will also be a 
reception where students can talk to the directors 
after the last film of the first weekend at 9 p.m.

The festival is sponsored by the Chao Center for 
Asian Studies, endowed by the  T. T. and W. F. Chao 
Family Foundation. The festival will take place 5-9 
p.m. April 5-7 and April 12-15.  For a full schedule and 
more information, visit www.chaocenter.rice.edu.  

Alms for a Blind Horse (2011)
Directed by
Gurvinder Singh, 113 min.

A cinematically striking film 
that chronicles the trials facing 
a rural Punjabi family as they 
cope with the destruction of 
their town and other hardships.

April 5, 7 p.m.

Titles2 film festival to celebrate cinema from India

that slide back and forth, a remarkable feat of en-
gineering. Additionally, good attention is given to 
both detail and quality in the props and staging in 
this play, from the multiple stamp collections, to 
the piles and piles of boxes, and, of course, copi-
ous booze. Having so many physical props, while 
not necessary for every performance, adds a lot to 
the show.  Yet I can only imagine the nightmare 
coordinating all of those items must be.  Likewise, 
the costumes, especially those worn by Weinlandt 
and Pellerin, add realism to these characters and 
provide a window into their inner lives, highlight-
ing precision and class in the former and a certain 
dumpiness in the latter. 

The music varies nicely throughout the play.  
It is somewhat more upbeat than one might 
expect but conveys some hidden, shifting ele-
ments.  As the play goes on and the action, 
betrayals and violence ramp up, it changes to 
match the play’s increasing energy.

In conclusion, Mauritius is expertly executed 
from all angles, and much praise should be given 
to Traber for managing so many elements well.  Do 
not miss it.

Martel College’s Mauritius packs a powerful punch
Mauritius

A
Playing: April 5-6 and April 11-13 at 8 p.m., 
April 7 at 3 p.m.
Director: Julia Traber
The Rundown: This dark play about 
two sisters who discover a rare book of 
stamps is powerful and excellently acted.

Isabella adamIak/Thresher

A preview of the Chao Center for Asian Studeis featured films

Miss Lovely (2012)
Directed by 
Ashim Ahluwalia, 105 min.

An exploration of the C-rat-
ed porn and horror film indus-
try in Mumbai in the 1980s.

April 6th, 7 p.m.
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by Ellen Trinklein
A&E Editor

When artists look at a door, they see not 
a door out an entrance to other cultures, one 
people can decide to open in close.

This year, two of our own have been given 
the opportunity to contribute to the public art 
project Open the Door, created by the Texan-
French Alliance for the Arts and the Parisian 
artist collective 9eme Concept, the 9th Concept.

This project, which brings together Texan, 
French and local student artists, seeks to take 
viewers on a transformative journey to break 
down cultural barriers and expand coopera-
tion between Houston’s numerous cultures.

Along with students from institutions such 
as the Art League of Houston, the Awty Inter-
national School and the Glassell School of Art, 
Wiess College junior Linh Tran Do and Lovett 
College freshman Sophie Eichner were selected 
by a panel of jurors to contribute their own art 
to the project. In total, Open the Door will con-
sist of 19 installations of 60 unique doors in lo-
cations throughout Houston.

Do, who has also shown work in art com-
petitions sponsored by the Society for the 
Performing Arts Houston, a “Visual Arts 
Scholastic Event,” the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo, and the Rice Matchbox 
Gallery, collaborated with students from the 
University of Houston, Downtown to create 
her door.

According to Do, her side of the door, made 
from a collage of maps, acrylic paint and paper 
is titled “Culture Exchange.” Her door depicts 
people from all over the world meeting as they 
cross paths on the journey of life.

“Just as the choices we make in life are 
complex and varied, the different colored 
paths in ‘Culture Exchange’ branch off, split 
away, and join again …” Do said. “Along the 
way, we meet new people, learn about new 
cultures, and share our culture with others.”

The other side of the door, Do said, depicts 
people climbing on a staircase and floating 
on balloons towards the sky.

Eichner, on the other hand, combined 
maps to create a textured graphic design, 
which she then created using laser-cut pieces 
of wood and acrylic paint. She has had previ-
ous work shown in a TAG competition at Gal-
lery 94 New York and in the Miami Art Mu-
seum as part of the YoungArts Finalist show, 
and she has won numerous gold and silver 
medals in National Scholastics and other na-
tional competitions.

“Our doors had to do with bridging the 
gaps and opening doors between cultures 
and, as an artist, how you respond to these 
cultural differences.” Eichner said. 

Eichner’s door weaves together a map of 
Paris, where she lived the first seven years of 
her life, a map of Richmond, Virginia, ‘where 
she grew up,’ and maps of Houston and the 
outskirts of Paris.

Eichner was honored to have one of the 
founding members of the project, French art-
ist Romain Froquet, choose to paint the other 
side of her door.

“I was really excited because I found out 
[Froquet] specifically picked my door and ac-
tually stole me from another artist who also 
wanted to use my artwork,” Eichner said.

According to Eichner, Froquet’s side of 
the door is a collage of posters and graffiti 
inspired by the colors used in Eichner’s side 
of the door.

Both Eichner and Do agreed 
that one of the best parts of be-
ing involved in Open the Door, besides hav-
ing their art shown, was the opportunity it 
gave them to interact with Houston artists.

“The reception [for all the artists involved] 
was one of the coolest parts about being in-
volved in the project,” Eichner said. “At the 
reception, I got to meet really cool Houston 
artists, like Daniel Anguilu. If you’ve ever 
seen a huge mural in Houston, he’s probably 
the one who did it.”

Do said that students should not be afraid 
to get involved in the Houston art scene.

“I think it is definitely worth it for stu-
dents to get involved in the vibrant art scene 

in Houston,” Do said. “There’s a community 
ready to appreciate art, and now is a great 
time to start.”

March 16th kicked off the Open the Door 
project; Eichner and Do’s were the first in-
stallations in front of Houston Public Library. 
The other installations, including the ones 
incorporating Eichner and Do’s work, will 
be installed in at least twelve other locations 

throughout Houston during 2013 to create a 
“Cultural Trail.”

More of Eichner and Dos work can be 
found on their websites, www.cargocollec-
tive.com/sophie_eichner and www.linht-
rando.com. Eichner’s installation “Discarded 
Geometry” is also being currently shown at 
Rice’s Matchbox Gallery, and Do’s work can 
be seen in Sewall Hall.

Tale of two cultures: student artists join French-Texan project

Sophie Eichner’s Open the Door piece 
is inspired by maps.

Linh Tran Do’s Open the Door Piece is 
meant to convey cultural exchange.

Sophie eichner Linh Tran
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This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser
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Django Unchained — Set in the South two years before the Civil 
War, this film follows a slave (Jamie Foxx, Ray) who teams up with boun-
ty hunter Dr. King Schultz (Academy Award winner Christoph Waltz), to 
seek out the South’s most wanted criminals. This violent take on Amer-
ican history also won an Oscar for its screenplay, written by director 
Quentin Tarantino, and became one of the biggest hits of Tarantino’s 
storied career. Bonus features include behind-the-scenes documenta-
ries highlighting the production and costume design of the film.

Wheelhouse (Brad Paisley) — The ninth studio album 
from the country superstar is another country rock collection of self-
composed songs, this time featuring appearances from Mat Kearney, 
Dierks Bentley, Hunter Hayes and LL Cool J. Paisley looks to continue the 
success he achieved with Billboard Country Chart toppers “Southern 
Comfort Zone” and “Beat This Summer.” Paisley also has had crossover 
hits in the past, and with a variety of collaborators, looks to find more 
mainstream success on this effort.

Wolf (Tyler, the Creator) — The movie that redefined the term 
“blockbuster” makes its way back onto screens (and IMAX) in 3-D just in 
time for the film’s 20th anniversary and the announcement of the fourth 
film in the series. A group of paleontologists and a mathematician 
(Jeff Goldblum, Independence Day) are chosen to visit a science-based 
theme park populated by dinosaurs created from prehistoric DNA. How-
ever, when the ferocious predators break free, the trapped visitors must 
plot their escape all while trying to stay alive. PG. 126 min.

Evil Dead —  Marketed as “the most terrifying film you will 
ever experience,” this reboot of the cult horror franchise fol-
lows five friends as they unwittingly awaken a demonic pres-
ence while staying in a cabin in the woods. Quickly, the demons 
possess the friends, until only one of them is left to fight for 
survival. Starring Jane Levy (Suburgatory) and Shiloh Fernandez 
(Red Riding Hood), this film looks to capitalize on a recent wave 
of scary movie box office successes. R. 91 min.

Jurassic Park 3-D  —  The movie that redefined the term 
blockbuster makes its way back onto screens (and IMAX) in 3-D 
just in time for the film’s 20th anniversary and the announce-
ment of the fourth film in the series. A group of paleontolo-
gists and a mathematician (Jeff Goldblum, Independence Day) 
are chosen to visit a science-based theme park populated by 
dinosaurs created from prehistoric DNA. However, when the 
ferocious predators break free, the trapped visitors must plot 
their escape all while trying to stay alive. PG. 126 min.
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Whiskey Beach (Nora Roberts) — The queen of contem-
porary romance (The Perfect Hope), returns with this mysterious 
new novel. A Boston lawyer faces intense public scrutiny and 
police investigations after being accused of the murder of his 
soon-to-be ex-wife. He takes refuge on Whiskey Beach, where 
the resident housekeeper teaches the man how to take control 
of his life and clear his name. Yet as they become entangled in 
each other, they find themselves caught in a net that stretches 
back for centuries.
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by Farrah Madanay
Thresher Staff

Wiess College Tabletop has returned with a 
fun new theatre production. The Producers is a 
bold satirical comedy that pokes fun at Nazis, 
gays, foreigners and New Yorkers with blatant 
stereotype personas packaged in costumes, ac-
cents and antics.

Mel Brooks’ The Producers features Max Bi-
alystock (Wiess freshman Eric Stone), the former 
“King of Broadway,” whose latest productions 
have flopped. Down on his luck and money, Max 
prostitutes himself out to rich old ladies who 
pay him checks made out to cash to support his 
upcoming plays. When the mousy yet towering 
accountant Leo Bloom (Duncan College junior 
David Dalton) arrives to audit Max’s finances, 
Leo discovers a scheme in which a producer can 
inconspicuously pocket money from a Broadway 

flop. Max and Leo decide to put Leo’s plan into 
practice by producing the worst musical they can 
find: Springtime for Hitler. Recruiting the worst 
playwright, director, choreographer and actors 
for their new musical, Max and Leo draw the cur-
tains and wait to become rich and infamous.

Overall, the musical is entertaining, albeit near-
ly three hours long. Director Daniel Burns’ carefully 
picked cast members are all caricatures of stereo-
typed personalities: the still fervently loyal former 
Nazi, the svelte and hypersexualized Swedish 
dame, the overdramatic crossdressing gay director. 

The leads have commanding stage presenc-
es and are supported by a versatile ensemble. 
Stone’s at once cocky and insecure persona is 
apparent in his mischievous grins beneath his 
bowler hat, relaxed willingness to hop-clop and 
sleep his way to fortune, and impassioned solo 
“Betrayal.” Though pitchy and mechanical in his 
arm movements, his charisma and facial expres-
sions carry the role.

The maturation of Dalton’s character is enjoy-
able to watch. Dalton’s portrayal of the spineless 
Leo, who still uses a baby blanket, is awkward 
but fitting. His missteps while dancing with the 
showgirls in “I Wanna Be a Producer,” whether 
deliberate or not, are adorably suitable of the 
bumbling anxiety-ridden character. As Leo 
grows into his own, so does Dalton. He by far has 
the most impressive voice in the troupe, and as 
he becomes more assertive, he loses the distract-
ing idiosyncrasy of fixing his bangs and becomes 
more likable. 

Most of the slapstick, ironic and pun-filled 
comedy comes from former Nazi Franz Liebkind 
(Jones College freshman John Hagele) and from 
flamboyantly gay Roger Debris (Brown College 
freshman Gabriel Wang) and his partner Carmen 
Ghia (Wiess freshman Sean Doyle). Though rela-
tive newcomers to Rice college theater, all three 
actors hold their own in their stereotypical roles. 

Hagele prances around, eagerly yelling “heil 
Hitler” in lederhosen and a German military hat. 
His German accent coupled with his enthusiasm 
make him a delight to watch on stage. Wang and 
Doyle, with their eyeshadow and V-necks — and 
at one point a dress — become increasingly more 
ridiculous and campy. Wang acts with all the ste-
reotypically expected hand gestures and eye rolls, 
but often momentarily breaks character or fails to 
fully engage with the other actors on stage. 

In “When You’ve Got It, Flaunt It,” Duncan 
sophomore Laurel Bingman best sums up her 
character Ulla in the verse, “Don’t be shy, be bold 
and cute.” Bingman can belt as well as convinc-
ingly play the role of the sweet and sexy Ulla, 
complete with Swedish accent and endearing 
difficulty understanding English expressions. 
The rest of the ensemble cast is slightly less pol-
ished. It is apparent who does not remember the 
dance moves, and the chorus of voices is more 
often than not drowned out by the orchestra.

The orchestra is decent, with a particularly 
good trumpet section. Unfortunately, as the 
show drags on, the energy and tight rhythm of 
the orchestra also lags. 

The plain set allows the crew to seam-
lessly transfer furniture on and off the stage. 
Unfortunately, set design missed the mark 
on both a macro and micro scale. The white 
rectangular patches of wall set against an 
otherwise all-black background are stylisti-
cally jarring and unnecessary. Additionally, 
the portraits of Max’s “investors” could have 
just as easily been photographs of the actu-
al actresses in the cast, or at least of older 
women. Costuming is spot-on 1950s, and 
each outfit matches the character and the 
scene appropriately. I particularly appreciat-
ed the obnoxious floral-patterned dresses of 
the old women and the fabulous ensembles 
of Roger’s crew of choreographers. I also was 
at once entertained and disturbed by Roger’s 
dress and shrug and by how many Nazi uni-
forms and swastika-laden pieces of apparel 
the production staff was able to drudge up. 

Lighting and sound are neither impact-
ful nor distracting, though it is off-putting 
to hear whispering from the actors backstage 
through their microphones connected to the 
speakers.

Though the production could benefit from 
a couple more weeks of rehearsals, the light-
hearted parody is amusing and worth attend-
ing if you have three hours to spare. When 
else will you have the opportunity to laugh 
at your classmates as they hop-clop, can-can 
and salute a gay Hitler?

Wiess Tabletop’s The Producers delivers laughs

Rice Owls Dance Team 
prepares new show 

Escape to new worlds 
with Bioshock: Infinite

by Lissa Benson
For the Thresher

From winning its first national champi-
onship to entertaining the fans during Rice 
Owls football and basketball games, the Rice 
Owls Dance Team has grown significantly in 
both numbers and talent this year. The sec-
ond annual Rice Owls Dance Team Spring 
Showcase will take place Saturday and Sun-
day April 6 and 7. The show consists of 20 
performances with all 17 team members and 
features two local high school students from 
Thurgood Marshall High School.

The show opens with a competition 
dance to “Some Nights” by Fun, foreshad-
owing an enjoyable evening. Red sequins 
and black tutus get the audience’s atten-
tion, while perfectly timed pirouettes and 
coordinated leaps highlight each dancer’s 
well-developed technique. This piece, which 
incorporates a heavy jazz influence, won the 
team a 6-foot trophy from the 40th annual 
Showtime International Dance Competition. 

“[The girls] worked really hard,” Rice Dance 
Team Director and Coach Emily Reichenbach 
said. “[The routine] included some moves that 
weren’t natural for some of the girls because 
they haven’t danced before in their lives. It 
brought the whole team together.”

Many of the dances, which showcase per-
formances the team prepares for Rice ath-
letic events, are short but sweet upbeat piec-s, are short but sweet upbeat piec-
es with a few dramatic solos interspersed 
throughout. In each piece, the playful hip-
shaking and suggestive shimmies highlight 
talent not found on the dance floors of most 
public parties. Consistent energy carries 
through dances to popular songs such as 
Katy Perry’s “Part of Me,” Pink’s “Raise Your 
Glass” and Amy Winehouse’s “Valerie.”

Another notable piece is the solo choreo-
graphed and performed by Sid Richardson 
College freshman Veronica Gough. After the 
night’s comprehensive display of hip-hop and 
jazz, this edgy piece brings the show down to 
earth. The sharp inflection of each gesture re-
veals the passion and commitment of the so-
loist; each of her tricks reaches new heights 
before plummeting fearlessly to the floor.

The final Latin-inspired, feel-good piece 
ends the show right. The dances leave the 
audience wanting more and will hopefully 
boost attendance at the third annual Spring 
Showcase. For anyone who has not yet had 
the chance to see the ladies of Rice Owls 
Dance Team show off their skills, I would 
highly recommend the trip to the Spring 
Showcase this weekend with tickets modest-
ly priced at $5 in advance and $7 at the door. 

by  William Irvine & Colby Sieber
For the Thresher

Columbia is a wondrous city. The sun 
shines down from behind a magnificent tower 
in the shape of an archangel, illuminating a 
beautiful, bright city filled with happy citizens. 
But all is not well. The year is 1912, and racism 
and discrimination still have a place in Colum-
bia’s ultra-nationalistic worldview. For now, 
however, the darkness seems far off, for the 
sun is shining, and there is not a cloud in the 
sky — mostly because the clouds are below the 
city. Yes, Columbia flies.

This is the setting of Bioshock: Infinite, and 
much like the underwater city of Rapture was 
for the first two Bioshock games, Columbia is 
an integral part of the Bioshock experience. It 
is into this unique, breathtaking city that the 
player’s character Booker DeWitt, a private 
investigator haunted by memories of wartime 
atrocities, is immediately thrust.

As Infinite’s protagonist, DeWitt has been 
tasked with rescuing a girl named Elizabeth from 
the floating city in order to “wipe away the debt.” 
Exactly what debt this is, along with numerous 
other plot details initially thrown at the player, is 
a mystery uncovered as the story progresses. The 
execution and reveal of these mysteries make In-
finite’s story one of the most impressive, memora-
ble and incredibly well-thought-out video game 
stories of the last several years.

Of course, a game cannot survive on a good 
story alone, and luckily, Infinite boasts game 
play on par with its high expectations. The 
gamer plays from the first-person perspective 
of DeWitt, a point of view that remains the 
same for the entirety of the game. There are no 
cutscenes that wrench the player away from 
DeWitt’s perspective, and there are essentially 
no points in the game at which the player does 
not have some sort of control over DeWitt. This 
was a conscious decision on the part of the de-
velopers, and it serves to deepen the connec-
tion between the player and DeWitt, since he 
or she is in DeWitt’s shoes from start to finish.

The two main combat options given to the 
player are guns and special powers called vig-
ors. The conventional weapons fall into normal 
categories like rifles, machine guns and rocket 
launchers. Unfortunately, some of the weapons 
lack a feeling of power to them, and given that 

there are others readily available without this 
issue, players may end up sticking with a small 
subset of the weapons for the entire game. On 
the other hand, vigors are magical-spell-like 
abilities obtained by drinking from exquisite 
vials that add a whole new layer on top of 
solid, typical first-person-shooter gunplay. 
Fighting with a combination of weapons and 
vigors feels completely natural in the heat of 
combat, in which the weapon held in Dewitt’s 
right hand is fireable with one button and the 
vigor equipped in his left hand, manifested as 
a grotesque transformation of his entire hand, 
is usable with another button.

Two less prominent combat features that 
are both unique to Infinite and a joy to use are 
Elizabeth herself and the high-speed sky-lines. 
Elizabeth, who is alongside DeWitt for most of 
the game, has the unique ability to open up 
tears in reaity. These tears are not only cen-
tral to the plot, but also allow her to summon 
various items, such as friendly weapon turrets 
or boxes of medkits, from alternate realities. 
While these tears are definitely helpful, the fact 
that they are area-dependent and circumstan-
tial causes them to feel a tad gimmicky rather 
than organic. Secondly, the sky-lines are like 
railways in the sky that the player is free to 
hook onto or jump off of, zooming around the 
battlefield at high speeds while attacking at the 
same time. They are able to increase the pace of 
combat without sacrificing quality or control.

Bioshock: Infinite is able to combine a large 
number of unique and fun gameplay elements 
with a wonderfully engrossing story in a beauti-
ful world, making it a game that deserves to be 
experienced by anyone who enjoys video games.

The Producers

B
Playing: April 4-6 and April 12-14 at 8 p.m.
Director: Daniel Burns
Producer: Christain Hauser
The Rundown: This is a satirical com-
edy featuring outlandish characters and 
raunchy humor is generally well done. 

    Bioshock: Infinite

A+
Graphics: 9.4 / 10
Gameplay: 9.3 / 10
Story: 9.8 / 10
Overall: 9.5 / 10

Kay RodRiguez/ThResheR

isabella adamiaK/ThResheR
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Rice continues winning streak in Conference play

by Ryan Glassman
                         Thresher Staff 

After a midweek loss at Sam Houston State 
University cooled down Rice University’s men’s 
baseball team, the Owls welcomed Tulane Uni-
versity for a three-game set at Reckling Park last 
weekend.

In the Thursday night game, the Owls (21-10, 
4-2) took a 3-0 lead when sophomore Ford Stain-
back helped sophomore Skyler Ewing score with 
a base hit in the third, just a half inning after 
junior Austin Kubitza stranded a pair of Tulane 
runners to preserve the shutout. Kubitza walked 

five batters in six innings of work but allowed 
just one run, leaving the game with a 4-1 lead. 

“I didn’t really have much command of my 
slider,” Kubitza said. “But luckily, I was able to get 
people out when I needed to, and the defense was 
working really well tonight.”

The Green Wave added a run in the eighth to 
make things interesting, but sophomore Zech Lem-
ond came in to record the final six outs of the game, 
striking out three for his seventh save of the year. 

Rice fell behind early in the Friday game due 
to a pair of unearned runs given up by sophomore 
Jordan Stephens, but Stephens settled in with yet 

another strong starting pitching performance, and 
the offense came alive in the middle innings. Ju-
nior Michael Aquino and Stainback delivered in 
the fourth and fifth innings with RBI hits to tie the 
game at 2-2 before Tulane pulled ahead in the top 
of the sixth with a run. But the offense responded 
quickly, rallying for three runs in the bottom half 
with three hits and three walks. Aquino and Ewing 
each doubled to start the inning, and the two play-
ers went a combined nine for 15 from the plate over 
the first two games of the series.

Stephens was taken out of the game with two 
outs in the seventh, allowing just one earned run 

for the night with his team leading 5-3. Lemond 
stepped up in relief, pitching the final 2 1/3 innings 
to pick up his eighth save of the year, a mark that 
leads the conference and ranks third in the nation.

Rice fell behind early in the finale Saturday 
after junior pitcher John Simms struggled through 
the first frame, allowing four runs with a pair of 
walks and two hit batters. Trailing 7-1 late in the 
game, the Owls mounted a comeback during the 
eighth inning after loading the bases with no outs. 
Aquino’s RBI single plated the first run, and Ewing 
hit a sacrifice fly to bring senior Christian Stringer 
home. Rice added two more runs with a balk and 
a sac fly from freshman Connor Teykl. Down 7-5, 
Rice brought the tying run into scoring position 
with one out. But after an RBI groundout made it a 
one-run game with the tying run just 90 feet away, 
the Owls popped out to end the game, dropping 
the game 7-6. The Owls improved to 4-2 in Confer-
ence USA play, just a game behind the conference-
leading University of Houston Cougars. 

After the Tulane series, the Owls welcomed Tex-
as State University for a non-league game Monday 
night at Reckling Park. By the third inning Texas 
State  had a 3-2 lead, junior Chase McDowell and 
Simms held Texas State without a run over the next 
six innings. But Rice’s offense could not capitalize 
trailing 3-2 headed to the bottom of the ninth. Af-
ter a leadoff single from Aquino, the team leader 
with a .345 batting average, Rice loaded the bases 
with one out following an error and a walk, setting 
the table for Ewing. Ewing drew a walk to bring in 
Aquino, and a double play brought the game to ex-
tra innings. 

Following 4 2/3 innings of scoreless relief, 
Simms handed the ball off to freshman Blake Fox 
in the 11th. Fox held Texas State to just one hit in 
his two innings of work. With the score still tied 
at 3-3 in the 12th, senior Michael Ratterree led off 
the inning with a single before Ewing was hit by a 
pitch. After a failed bunt attempt and a strikeout, 
Stringer came up to the plate with two outs and 
the winning run on second base. Stringer singled 
through the right side, allowing Ratterree to score 
the winning run, bringing the Owls to 4-0 in extra-
inning games this year.

“I knew [Stringer] would come through,” Head 
Coach Wayne Graham said. “There wasn’t any 
doubt about that, and he was exactly the guy I 
wanted up to bat in that situation …. He did a nice 
job of hitting and won the game for his teammates.”

McDowell, Simms and Fox held Texas State 
scoreless over the final nine innings of the 
game, lowering the group’s ERA to 2.88 for 
the season, and placing Rice among the top 35 
teams in the nation.

The Owls travel east for a three-game set with 
East Carolina University this weekend, beginning 
with the first pitch 5 p.m. Friday night.

Women’s tennis extends winning streak into the double digits
by Nicollete Chamberlain

                         Thresher Staff 

The Rice University women’s tennis team won 
its 10th straight match Sunday, defeating Santa 
Clara University in Northridge, Calif. The Owls 
have not lost since Feb. 20, when they were de-
feated by then-No. 21 Texas Tech University. In the 
subsequent months, Rice has moved up to the No. 
20 spot in the country. With a 15-4 record and only 
two regular season matches left, the team is look-
ing for a strong finish to its winning season.

“We are just focusing on one match at a 
time,” sophomore Natalie Beazant said. “Even 
though we are on a winning streak right now, 
every match is different and has different chal-
lenges, so we just want to make sure we keep fo-
cusing on every match as it comes.”

Beazant in particular has adopted this mind-
set, boasting a 12-match winning streak at No. 
1 singles. The No. 62 sophomore’s latest accom-
plishment was defeating Santa Clara Univer-
sity’s Katie Le (No. 26) in straight sets (6-3, 6-0). 

“She [Beazant] was very focused, played 
within herself and really set the tone early in the 
match,” Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt said.

Ten of Beazant’s 12 consecutive wins have 
been in straight sets; three of the 10 have been 
against ranked players. In addition, the No. 
17 ranked doubles team of Beazant and junior 
Dominique Harmath pulled ahead late in the 

match to take their 13th consecutive win. Har-
math contributed a win at No. 2 singles, along 
with freshman Solomiya Zinko’s No. 4 singles 
win (6-2, 6-1). 

Not only are the Owls moving up the ranks, but 
they also continue to improve on their weakness-
es. According to Schmidt, doubles play has been 
a focus for the team and a source of development. 

“I think our doubles [play] has improved 
throughout this season,” Schmidt said. “We are 
playing more disciplined. We have cut down 
our unforced errors and also continue to be ag-
gressive.”

The team demonstrated its improvement this 
weekend with a doubles sweep. Beazant and 
Harmath took the No. 1 spot, while the senior 
Daniela Trigo/Zinko pair won at No. 2 doubles 
8-6. Senior Katie Gater and sophomore Stepha-
nie Nguyen left their match unfinished at 8-8 
after the Rice victory had already been decided. 
Schmidt and the team look to continue to prog-
ress through the final stretch of the season.

“I think the team has been doing a really nice 
job staying focused on each match and paying 
attention to the things that they can control,” 
Schmidt said. “That is coming to practice every 
day ready to work and competing hard from start 
to finish on match day.”

The Owls will take on No. 49 Southern Meth-
odist University in a conference matchup Satur-
day, April 6 at 11 a.m. in Jake Hess Stadium.

 The Owls’ baseball team has maintained it’s winning streak, 4-2, in Conference play, beating Tulane 7-6. 
Isabella adamIak/thresher

Senior Katie Gater playing singles at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 
cherry dong/thresher
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Men’s tennis beats UTSA 
in attempt to save season

by Daniel Elledge
 Thresher Staff 

The Owls recorded a 6-0 win Wednesday af-
ternoon at home against the University of Tex-
as, San Antonio to end their three-game losing 
streak. Rice swept the Roadrunners thanks to 
the singles victories of sophomore Leif Berger, 
senior Jonathan Chang, junior Philipp Seifert 
and freshman Adam Gustafsson.

 Head Coach Efe Ustundag said he was 
excited to finally get back in the win column 
after a tough stretch on the road against the 
University of Texas, Austin, the University of 
Tulsa and Oklahoma University. Ustundag 
said he was pleased with how the team 
bounced back.

 “More important than avenging last 
year’s loss [against UTSA] was coming out of 
a three-match slide,” Ustundag said. “It was 
a tough stretch playing against three top-20 
teams previously, but it was good to see the 
guys have a good week of practice and trans-
late it to on the court.”

 Gustafsson has been lighting it up on the 
tennis court as he was awarded Conference 
USA Male Tennis Player of the Week after 
beating No. 35 Japie De Klerk of Tulsa last 
week. Ustundag said he has been impressed 
with Gustafsson’s development over the year 
and sees great things for him in the future.

 “[Gustafsson] plays with a lot of energy,” 
Ustundag said. “I think one of the biggest 
improvements that we are seeing in [Gus-
tafsson’s] game is that he is a little more 
courageous in a way. He is playing fearless, 
going for his shots more.”

With the new NCAA requirements regard-
ing tournament eligibility, the Owls have 
to get over .500 if they want any chance to 
clinch an at-large berth. With a record of 
9-11, the Owls’ NCAA tournament hopes are 
slowly fading.

 Chang said the Owls must win every 

game if they are even going to dream about 
making it to the big show.

“I think it is very important that we win 
the next three matches,” Chang said. “I 
think the two teams we are worried about 
are Tulane and [Southern Methodist Univer-
sity]. To have a shot at going to the NCAAs, 
we have to win our last three games and pos-
sibly win our conference tournament.”

Ustandag said that at this point in the 
season the Owls’ hopes are bleak and that 
he thinks the team should be preparing to 
win the C-USA postseason tournament if  it 
wants any part of the NCAA tournament.

 “We need to finish out strong,” Ustundag 
said. “Even if we don’t make the tournament, 
we want to finish with the best record we can 
come up with. It is going to take conference 
to go to the postseason.”

The Owls’ home stretch starts this week-
end with a road matchup Saturday in New 
Orleans against Tulane University. Before 
the season, the Owls were expected to take 
care of the Green Wave, but now the roles 
have switched since Tulane is the higher-
ranked team coming into the matchup. 

Ustundag said he is worried about Tu-
lane’s confidence going to this match com-
ing off of a very successful season. He feels 
Tulane could ride that positive wave to a vic-
tory that could officially end Rice’s season.

“The main concern is not their ability, 
but the mental state they are in,” Ustundag 
said. “We are a little bit more bruised as Tu-
lane is feeling a little bit [more confident] 
about themselves.”

However, Ustundag said that at the end of 
the day, his players will get the job done and 
hopefully record a win to save the Owls’ season.

“Other than that, once the ball is in play, 
we have seen a lot of strong competition, 
and if we can put that to use and play well 
like we have at times, then I think we are the 
better team,” Ustundag said.

SPORTS
THRESHER

join the team - write for us
thresher-sports@rice.edu
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The Fifth Lap

 Gabe  Cuadra

James Llamas, Will Firth and Travis Roberts run the 3,000-meter steeplechase.Halsey Fowler and Marie Thompson race the 1,500-meters at the Victor Lopez Classic. 
kAI SHENG/tHrESHEr kAI SHENG/tHrESHEr

Being Cinderella is overrated. It is a lot more 
fun to know you belong. 

Just ask the Rice women’s tennis team. 
After waltzing its way to its first NCAA Tour-

nament Sweet 16 last year as the third seed in the 
four-team regional, Rice has spent the latter half of 
this season showing that lasts year’s success was 
far from a fluke. With only two matches left in the 
regular season, Rice is arguably playing the best 
tennis in program history.

The last time Rice University’s women’s tennis 
team lost a match was Feb. 17. To put that in per-
spective, that was before spring break, before Rice 
swimming won the conference championship and 
the same weekend baseball opened against Stan-
ford University. It has been a while. 

During that time, the Owls have reeled off 
10 straight wins and written themselves into the 

program’s history books. They ascended to the 
highest national regular season rank in program 
history, reaching No. 20. They knocked off the Uni-
versity of Texas for the first time ever with a 4-3 win 
in Austin in a  nationally televised match on the 
Longhorn Network. During the streak, they tackled 
four ranked opponents: Louisiana State University 
(No. 54), the College of William and Mary (No. 44), 
Texas Christian University (No. 33) and UT (No. 29).

It has been an impressive run, but perhaps 
more exciting than the streak itself is the fact that 
it has been fueled by the same elements that will 
be key for postseason success. 

The Owls have not lost a single doubles point 
since the streak began and have only lost three 
doubles points during the entire season. Along 
the way, sophomore Natalie Beazant and junior 
Dominique Harmath have teamed up to reach 16th 
in the doubles rankings and added a win against 
a top-five opponent to their resume by upsetting 
William and Mary’s top duo. 

Given the quality of the competition the Owls 
will face in the postseason, earning the early dou-
bles point could prove crucial. 

Rice has also seen consistently great singles 
performances at the top of the ladder. 

The team relied on key wins from all six 
positions, amassing a combined record of 

26-2 with two undecided from the top three 
posts during the streak. Generally, such posts 
are played by  sophomores Natalie Beazant 
and Liat Zimmerman, junior Dominique  
Harmath and senior Katie Gater. Beazant is in the 
midst of a 12-match individual winning streak 
and is currently ranked No. 62 individually in 
the nation. Harmath is 8-1 with one undecided 
in her last 10 matches and has reached No. 72 in 
the nation. Zimmerman is 8-2 in her last 10 ap-
pearances.  Gater has continued to be a strong 
presence in doubles.

During the streak, Rice has proven itself par-
ticularly resilient under pressure. 

For example, against UT, Rice found itself tied 
3-3 with Zimmerman’s match in a decisive third set. 
In that set, Zimmerman fought off four break points 
only to see the 5-2 advantage she had built turn into 
a pressure-packed 5-4. However, with all eyes on 
her, she closed out the set for a historic win. 

Likewise, against TCU, Rice was nursing a 3-2 
advantage with the final two matches entering 
third sets. Rice needed to win at least one to secure 
the victory. It took both.

 With the season approaching its climax, Rice 
will look to continue capitalizing on what has 
made it so great during the streak in order to make 
another deep postseason run. 

First on the agenda are two final home bouts, 
one against 51st-ranked conference foe Southern 
Methodist University this Saturday, then a week 
later against University of Utah. 

After that, Rice will travel across town to the 
University of Houston in search of its first confer-
ence tournament title since 2006. The tournament 
will feature a challenging lineup for the Owls with 
three other teams ranked in the top 50 in the field, 
including 25th-ranked defending champion Uni-
versity of Tulsa, which downed Rice 5-2 on Feb. 3.

Rice will enter its second consecutive NCAA 
tournament. 

If things fall perfectly into place for Rice, it 
could move into the top 16 and be chosen as a 
host for an NCAA regional. However, without any 
upcoming opportunities against top-20 oppo-
nents, Rice will not only have to play outstand-
ing tennis, but several top teams  will have to 
falter down the stretch.  

Instead, it is more likely that Rice will travel 
once again to a regional site as the second seed 
in the region, making it an underdog to reach an-
other Sweet 16. 

There will be no need to ride there in a magic 
pumpkin this year, though. This group has proven 
that competing with the nation’s best is exactly 
what it does.
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Wanted
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate 
is $20 to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  
We provide all training, all training is paid, 
and we pay for travel.  Email your resume to 
rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/
High School Math/Natural & Social Scienc-
es/Humanities. Reliable transportation re-
quired. Pay $20-40/hr based on experience. 
Contact 832-428-8330 and email resume to 
siyengar777@gmail.com

Tutor needed: AP Physics for Lamar HS Ju-
nior, 2X/weekafter 4:30pm M-F or any time 
Sat-Sun, now through May. Location flex-
ible. Rate negotiable. Textbook: “Physics: 
Principles with Applications” 5th Edition 

by Douglas Giancoli.  Phone: 713-494-0712 
Email: jjstelzer@sbcglobal.net

Law office near campus seeks part time 
help during summer and possibly beyond.  
Writing, research, errands, general clerical. 
please send resume with cover letter to fred-
dietrich@msn.com.

WildBloom Boutique in Rice Village is hir-
ing part-time sales associates to work 15-20 
hours/week. Looking for friendly individuals 
with prior retail and customer service expe-
rience. Responsibilities include:  daily store 
operations, client building, and sales. Com-
petitive pay and flexible hours. Please email 
resumes to shop@wildbloomboutique.com

5th grade Poe students looking for a Rice 
student to help program the Raspberry 
Pi. Please call (713) 320 -7858 or email 
GrantHess@me.com.  $20+/hr.  Must be 
available Tuesday afternoons. Walkable 
from campus.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

classifieds@rice.edu

The Backpage is satire written by Alex Weimheimer and Anthony Lauriello. For comments and concerns, please email ajw3@rice.edu

misclass
Post your misclass on 
the Backpage’s Face-
book wall.

Write your misclass 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

Tweet your misclass 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass

“I wanna be a psychedelic prohpet!”

“If your eyebrows are bad, your whole face is 
bad!”

“Its not littering if someone else picks it up.”

“Vomit in my mouth please!”

“Guy Fieri makes Ty Pennington look like Ryan 
Seacrest.”

bringinthecats.com

Rice was stunned with the an-
nouncement today that Director 
of Athletics Rick Greenspan would 
become an official greeter for pro-
spective students for the upcom-
ing Owl Days. A press release for 
campus media outlets stated:

“Greenspan’s warm friendli-
ness and his ability to make oth-
ers feel welcome make him the 
perfect greeter. We are so blessed 
with the fortuitous timing that at 
the precise junction Rice appli-
cants have to choose to come here, 
Greenspan has become the perfect 
public face of the school.”

However, some have argued that 
the hiring was inappropriate in 
lieu of allegations that Greenspan 

made patently offensive  
racial remarks to Ar-

salan Kazemi  
 

 

and other members of the Rice 
men’s basketball team.

In an interview about the in-
cident, previous Director of Ath-
letics Chris Del Conte pointed at 
his suit and, in a hurried, excited 
manner, said something unintelli-
gible about making it to the top at 
all costs.

While there is no definitive 
proof about the scandal, students 
rushed to Facebook with their 
opinions and analysis. While the 
vast majority of students had no 
perspective, knowledge about the 
situation, or anything intelligent 
to say, the brave students perse-
vered to have their voices heard. 

“I am shocked and appalled. 
How can they hire Greenspan? 
That would be as bad as head-
butting someone like a crazy per-
son for no reason during the Beer 
Bike water balloon fight. How dare 
they!” read Nicholas Bosh’s status. 

Others had a different view of 
the situation. 

“Greenspan is in the right, as 
always” tweeted a supporter 

who had never even been to a 
Rice basketball game.

Rice trends expert Ruby 
Gee expressed amazement 
of how the reaction fits into 

the larger context of 2013.
 

“This will be the year that Rice 
students joined America in pub-
lishing uninformed opinions 
on social media. First Olivia 
Hansen and now this; it truly 
is a great time for Rice students 
to share whatever judgments  
they rush to make.”

As official greeter, Greenspan 
will attend several important 
events at the newly expanded 
Owl Days, including scooping ice 
cream at the social and amus-
ing guests at the pool party by 
handing out floaties and joking 
with those in the hot tub with 
such lines as  “Who brought  
the margaritas?”

Prospective student Ann Wein-
heimer seemed excited about the 
prospect about having a greeter 
during Owl Days.

“It’s great that Ricky is dedi-
cating his time to us. As pros-
pies, it to us important that we 
get to feel welcome, enjoy the 
academic atmosphere and, of  
course, partaay!“

While there is no official word 
on how long Greenspan will oc-
cupy his new role, anonymous 
sources have stated that it was a 
hire for the long term.

“We don’t plan on letting him 
go anytime soon, that’s for sure.”

Greenspan chosen to welcome  
new students for Owl Days
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