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Cartoon by ElEna laCEy and anthony lauriEllo

DegreeWorks 
a useful new 
tool for Rice 
community

The new DegreeWorks tool, a degree 
audit program to be interfaced with ES-
THER that will go live in November 2013 
(see story, p. 5), is one the Thresher 
strongly supports. We believe it will be 
immensely helpful for both students and 
academic advisers. Navigating numer-
ous graduation and major requirements, 
deciding on a major and changing majors 
are undoubtedly all daunting processes. 
The options are often overwhelming for 
students on all levels, but especially 
for underclassmen. The Thresher be-
lieves DegreeWorks’ ability to track past 
coursework and remaining require-
ments, as well as the “what-if” audit al-
lowing students to explore switching or 
adding majors and minors, would allow 
students to better plan future semesters 
and fully utilize their time at Rice. The 
access that academic and major advisers 
would have to a student’s DegreeWorks 
audit would also ideally enable more 
informed and specialized advising for 
each student.

The addition of the DegreeWorks pro-
gram also opens up a larger conversa-
tion to be had on improving academic 
advising at Rice. The DegreeWorks tool 
establishes a promising quantitative and 
algorithmic approach to academic advis-
ing that we hope will prove helpful for 
students and advisers alike. However, we 
also believe the tool should be supple-
mented by a strong qualitative approach 
in the form of greater interpersonal and 
specialized support from faculty and  
academic advisers. 

We believe Rice has a robust advis-
ing system that emphasizes peer aca-
demic advisers, masters and the Office 
of Academic Advising staff. Yet it can 
be difficult for students to meet and dis-
cuss future coursework with an adviser 
who can adequately accommodate a 
student’s unique interests, prospective 
majors, past coursework, career goals 
and changes in interests. Many students 
enter Rice undecided, change majors or 
minors, seriously consider adding ad-
ditional majors or minors, or have in-
terests in a pre-professional track. Most 
advisers frankly do not have the individ-
ualized knowledge to effectively advise 
a student with regard to all these areas. 
Furthermore, there is no documentation 
reporting the results of past sessions 
with other advisers. Because of this, we 
are concerned that there is little dia-
logue or exchange of information across 
departmental advisers or between, for 
example, a divisional and a pre-pro-
fessional track adviser about specific  
student cases. 

We believe matching each student to 
a faculty adviser who would follow the 
student’s academic path throughout 
his or her undergraduate career would 
allow for more individualized advising 
and more consistent adviser-student 
relationships. Under this suggested 
system, students could meet with their 
matched adviser frequently throughout 
their career at Rice and could be helped 
through changing majors and goals. This 
system could also facilitate the creation 
of an advising file for each student. This 
way, when students inevitably explore 
subject areas and speak to advisers of 
different departments, these files could 
be used to immediately access reports 
from the student’s past advising ses-

sions. This advising file system would 
enable the various advisers catering to 
each student’s individual needs — pre-
professional, major, divisional, minor 
— to reconcile with one another’s advice 
and would allow for more effective and 
meaningful advising.

Despite our adequate advising sup-
port system, the impetus to seek out 
advising lies largely with the student. 
For underclassmen especially, it may be 
necessary to match students with advis-
ers they must meet with regularly to en-
sure they receive the support they need. 
While the DegreeWorks tool will allow 
students to self-identify tracks of study, 
the Thresher believes nothing can take 
the place of a one-on-one, long-term ad-
viser-student relationship, which would 
be an invaluable supplement to the 
promising DegreeWorks program.

Stay safe and 
enjoy this year’s 

Beer Bike
Beer Bike is just around the corner, 

and the Thresher urges students to 
recognize that this large-scale event 
will provide an opportunity for us to 
demonstrate responsible and safe be-
havior, especially in light of the recent 
incidents and ongoing conversation re-
garding Rice’s alcohol culture and the 
alcohol policy. While the high number 
of students needing alcohol-related 
Emergency Medical Services transports 
during Night of Decadence is atypical 
at Rice, it is important to acknowledge 
that Rice students have made poor de-
cisions in the past regarding alcohol, 
compromising their safety and placing 
themselves in dangerous situations. 
The Thresher hopes that we as stu-
dents have since become more aware 
of our behavior and decisions around 
alcohol and will be especially attuned 
to these during Beer Bike. Students 
across campus and alumni across the 
nation look forward to this one day of 
the year. It is a tradition that brings the 
campus together on a day filled with 
spirit, fun and competition. Amid the 
fun and games of Beer Bike and Willy 
Week, we all need to make an effort to 
remember the iconic creativity and en-
thusiasm that defines this week. Beer 
Bike is about beer, fun and spirit, and 
that should never change. However, the 
Thresher also commends the creators 
of the Academic Cup for introducing a 
different kind of competition into this 
week’s festivities, and we hope other 
students will continue to act in this 
vein and concentrate on rivalry and en-
ergy in addition to the drinking that is 
integral to Beer Bike.

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
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 Erratum

In the March 15 issue of the Thresh-
er, the editorial about possible changes 
to the drop deadline incorrectly stated 
that the Faculty Senate proposed a pos-
sible sanction for students dropping 
a class between week two and week 
seven. Instead, this is simply a change 
being considered by the University 
Committee on the Undergraduate 
Curriculum. Additionally, the change 
has not been officially proposed by 
the CUC, the Faculty Senate or the  
Student Association.
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Must support Owl Days and Admit 
Days for strong student enrollment

Once again, April has approached us 
from out of nowhere. In the upcoming days 
and weeks, Rice students will experience 
some of the best times during Beer Bike and 
some of the worst times during finals and 
sad goodbyes at the end of the semester. In 
the chaos of all these events, it is important 
to remember the reason many of us chose to 
attend this university. In addition to bring-
ing the end of classes, April is widely known 
for the Office of Admission’s most exciting 
events of the year: Owl Days and Admit Days. 

Let it not be mistaken that there is no 
time more cheerful and sensational than 
when accepted students come to campus 
to visit. When April arrives, the university 
will shift into heavy recruitment gear, and 
the tables will finally turn for some lucky 
applicants. Rice students play an unbeliev-
ably significant role in wooing prospec-
tive students to matriculate here. Without 
students’ willingness to volunteer, host 
prospective students overnight, and show 
genuine friendliness during Owl Days 
and Admit Days, accepted students and 
their parents will not have a fully memo-
rable and valuable experience during their  
campus visits.

In an attempt to increase students’ length 
and quality of exposure to the university, the 
Office of Admission has extended Owl Days 
to two nights this year. The yield rate from 
Owl Days has always been very high, and 
with these new improvements, it will hope-
fully be even higher. Not only will it alleviate 
congestion during the check-in process that 
was traditionally on Thursday morning, but 
it will also help prospies become acclimated 
to the campus the night before all of the ma-
jor programming begins. After they check in 
on Wednesday night, visiting students will 
have the opportunity to meet their peers and 
attend activities planned by the Student Ad-
mission Council and other organizations. 

Previously, prospies would meet their 
hosts after a long, somewhat socially awk-
ward day of programming on Thursday. This 
year, however, hosts will greet them as they 
arrive Wednesday afternoon. The extension 
of Owl Days provides current students with a 
greater opportunity to share Rice traditions 
and their day-to-day life with the prospies 
they are hosting. For some hosts, it may 
mean taking their prospies to the organiza-
tions they are involved in and eating meals 
with them in the servery, and for others, it 

may even involve taking them to their favor-
ite spots off campus. What has always made 
staying overnight so special are the personal 
connections and interactions between hosts 
and their prospective students. For prospies, 
these holistic visits set staying overnight 
apart from just visiting for the day.

However, many accepted students will 
still choose to attend the Admit Days pro-
grams. It is our duty to help them have just 
as impactful and memorable experiences 
during their visits as those who attend Owl 
Days. Rice students must offer an extra help-
ing hand to students who attend these day 
events. Often, it is difficult for prospies to 
get a true feel for the university during this 
short period of time. Whereas students vis-
iting during Owl Days will now have almost 
three days on campus, most visiting for Ad-
mit Days will still only have one. They de-
serve to walk away from Admit Days with 
just as wonderful memories as they might 
from attending Owl Days.

Even more critical to the success of Owl 
Days and Admit Days are the students who 
volunteer to help with the logistics. Though 
the Student Admission Council and Office 
of Admission have been planning for these 
events since last summer, these events would 
still not be possible without the work of the 
volunteers. From the time students check 
in until the moment they leave, countless 
volunteers are working to make everything 
run as smoothly as possible. Whether they 
are escorting students and their parents to 
different locations on campus, speaking on 
panels or even riding the shuttle bus around 
the loop 25 times, all of those who offer even 
just one hour of their time to the Office of 
Admission are playing a key role in the re-
cruitment process. 

Feedback from prospective students and 
their families has consistently shown that 
even very small interactions and experienc-
es can have a positive or negative influence 
on their recollection of the university. Give 
back to prospective students what alumni 
once gave to you. Show them your love and 
passion for all facets of the Rice experi-
ence. Show them what it really means to be  
an Owl.

    
       Ashley Pelton is a  
Wiess College junior.

Ashley Pelton

The student body population has been 
steadily increasing, and with it, there has been 
an increase in the number of student organiza-
tions and a movement toward a stronger Rice 
identity. Campus spaces like Fondren Library 
and college private dining rooms are oversub-
scribed, and the student center rejects over 
1,000 requests for events every year — about 85 
percent of those due to lack of space.

A new or fully renovated student center 
could become not only the central hub of stu-
dent activity, but also a space that enriches 
Rice University’s academic, entrepreneurial 
and collaborative spirit. The colleges are cen-
tral to the Rice experience, but we need a space 
that can be the symbol of a joint identity — one 
that supports the other priorities for students 
in the second century. 

I envision a culture of synergy — between 
the residential colleges, between undergradu-
ate and graduate students, and between stu-
dents and faculty — which requires dynamic 
spaces for performances, meetings, experien-
tial learning, socializing and more. I envision 
a building we can be proud of as we bring in 
prospective students or distinguished lectur-
ers. And I envision a truly active central quad-
rangle that is the heart of our campus.

The Vision for the Second Century con-
ceptualized a social center of campus within 
the central quad. The addition of Brochstein 
Pavilion has started this transformation, but 

a strong student center must materialize as 
the final piece.

Our student center has not been expanded 
in over 25 years. In 2006, the Asset Liquidation 
Funds Appropriations Committee allocated $1 
million of the $6 million profit from the KTRU 
sale toward a feasibility study and predesign 
for a new student center — the committee’s 
largest single allocation. The Student Vision for 
the Second Century has also identified the stu-
dent center as a key component in expanding 
student life resources. A new or fully renovated 
student center would facilitate the co-curricu-
lar opportunities that are hugely important to 
the Rice experience.

It is time the ALFA allocations were used 
to create a feasibility study and predesign that 
can attract donors. The process to hire an ar-
chitect who understands both the Rice aesthet-
ic and the needs of a student center must finish 
by August to start focus groups in the fall.

For the last two weeks, the Student As-
sociation leadership has met with campus 
vice presidents and other key administrators 
to directly advocate for starting the building 
process. On Thursday, I presented the above 
reasoning to the board of trustees as part of an  
SV2C presentation.

One of my goals as president is to be more 
transparent about the projects the SA officers 
are working on. As our relationship with the 
board of trustees grows, I hope to accurately 
convey student priorities to its members. If 
there are issues we should be considering for 
future conversations, please make sure your 
SA senator is aware. And look out for more 
op-eds from myself to engage with some of our 
broader initiatives.

Happy Beer Bike, everyone!

Yoonjin Min is a Jones College junior and 
president of the Student Association.

If you are interested in volunteering or 
overnight hosting, please sign up at:

admit.rice.edu/owl_vols.html

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION

Party Patrol

Sid Richardson’s Schoolgirls

Rating Categories
Thresher 

Staff
Opinion

PRIVATE PARTIES C-

INTANGIBLES
Perceived security, alcohol safety, any-

thing else that affected the night
A

B+

B+

B

Student
 Body* 

Opinion

B-

B+

B+

C+

B-

ATMOSPHERE
Theme, participation, decor

OVERALL GRADE

MUSIC/DANCING
People getting freaky?

“The best part of the night? Seeing guys 
bend gender roles and wear skirts.”

“I saw Coach Carr making out with 
Trang Pak in the projection room above  
the auditorium.”

“The management of the security and el-
evator was impressive.”

“Loved the beer garden, as always.”

“One of the privates literally smelled  
like poop.”

*Based on a poll of 71 undergraduate students

Yoonjin Min
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The following were noted at the most recent meeting of the SA on Mar. 18.

■■■ SA Internal Vice President Nathan Liu announced that applications for 2013-14 Best 
Practices project leaders are available at sa.rice.edu/appointed2013 and are due by 
11:59 p.m. Friday, March 29.

■■■ Undergraduate Representative to the University Standing Committee on Admissions 
Eric Pai presented results from a recent survey of 57 students identified as leaders 
across campus. The survey included information on students’ leadership involvement 
in high school and at Rice, how leadership factored into their application to Rice and 
students’ changing perceptions of leadership after coming to Rice. Pai said this proj-
ect may be used to enhance Rice admissions processes and may later be expanded 
in the form of a survey to the whole student body. Send any questions, comments or 
suggestions to Eric Pai (eyp1@rice.edu) and SA External Vice President Ravi Sheth 
(ravi.sheth@rice.edu).

■■■ Brown College junior Shaurya Agarwal introduced a resolution about Excellence in 
Undergraduate Teaching. The legislation provides recommendations to the Center for 
Teaching Excellence to improve the quality of teaching at Rice. Specific points include 
actively developing current professors’ teaching skills, improving faculty-student 
mentorship and adding a student liaison to the CTE. SA President Yoonjin Min said the 
Student Senate will vote on the resolution on April 1. Send any questions or comments 
to shaurya.agarwal@rice.edu.

■■■ Min discussed proposed amendments to the resolution regarding the add/drop dead-
line introduced last week. The amendments clarify that students only prefer a fine to 
a W on their transcripts if a change is to be made, and the consequences for dropping 
after the add deadline would only apply to oversubscribed classes. Min said the Sen-
ate will vote on the resolution at its March 25 meeting. Once a resolution is supported 
by the student body as determined a majority vote, student representatives to the 
Committee on the Undergraduate Curriculum will present this resolution to the CUC as 
a change the students would support. The Faculty Senate will make the final decision 
on this issue.  

■■■ Lovett College Senator Christian Neal introduced proposed changes for the 2014 Com-
mencement Ceremony. Instead of one three-and-a-half-hour Saturday ceremony with 
all undergraduate, graduate and doctorate students, names would be read at a sepa-
rate undergraduate ceremony on Friday evening, and there would be a half-hour ple-
nary session on Saturday morning with addresses by the commencement speaker and 
student speakers. This plan is still in its early stages and will most likely be introduced 
formally in the fall. An outline of the proposed changes will be available at sa.rice.edu.

The SA will next meet March 25 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

by Joey Capparella
News Editor

Jones is undeniably the smartest college. At 
least according to the inaugural William Max 
Nathan Academic Cup, which Jones College won 
over Hanszen College 150 points to 110 in the fi-
nals Thursday evening.

Hanszen College Head Academic Fellow and 
tournament organizer Wei Yang Tham said the 
Cup was a quiz bowl-style tournament between 
the residential colleges, with each college fielding 
a team of four students with the possibility of us-
ing up to four masters, resident associates or as-
sociates as lifelines.

Tham, a Hanszen senior, said the competition 
began Sunday, March 17 with colleges matched 
up in the first rounds in groups of two or three 
based on college rivalries.

Will Rice College sophomore Victor Prieto said 
he assembled a list of more than 250 questions for 
the tournament from a variety of subjects.

“I play with the Rice quiz bowl team, and when 
we play against other universities, it’s mostly aca-
demic things,” Prieto said. “I wanted to change 
[these questions] to be more Rice-specific.”

Prieto said each round consisted of two halves 
of 14 questions each, with a bonus Rice question 
between the halves. The subjects of the questions 
were half pop culture and half academic, includ-
ing a variety of science, humanities and social sci-
ence topics.

Hanszen College Head Academic Fellow Nicki 
Pariseau said the idea for an Academic Cup had 
been circulating for a few years and finally came 
together for this year’s Willy Week. 

“The idea would spring up in one college or 
another, and it was be hard to get all the colleges 
to give the support it needed for it to be a uni-
versitywide thing,” Pariseau, a Hanszen senior, 
said. “This year, we were just lucky enough that 
the Hanszen fellows got the preliminary plans to 
go forward and then reached out to all the other 
mentors and fellows programs and were able to 
get universitywide support.”

Jessica Lee, a member of the winning team, 
said she was excited to participate in the Cup.

“It fosters the intercollegiate experience,” Lee, 
a Jones College freshman, said. “I did quiz bowl in 
high school, so it was like coming back.”

Going forward, Pariseau said she hopes this 
tournament will grow into a fixture of college 
competition.

“We originally had the idea that it would be a 
round-robin competition that would last for much 
longer,” Pariseau said. “As opposed to being two 
days of competition, it would be throughout a se-
mester, and each college would face each other 
college. It’d be really great to see that happen.”

Pariseau and Tham said another goal was to 
have the competition included in the President’s 
Cup and to include the Graduate Student Asso-
ciation. Tham said the inclusion of the GSA could 
solve some of the bracket problems that came up 
due to the odd number of residential colleges.

Tham said part of the event’s good turnout 
could be attributed to the enthusiastic spirit of 
students during Willy Week.

“We had a great crowd at the finals on Thurs-
day,” Tham said. “People actually saw that things 
were getting serious and how much college pride 
was at stake.”

Inaugural Academic Cup 
ignites college rivalries

RESET: To renew RESET as a blanket tax organization

*Although RESET received more than the 2/3 majority required to pass , the measure did   
  not pass because it failed to get at least 20 percent of the sudent body’s vote.

Spring Election Results 375 votes were cast in 
the Spring Election.

Yes: 80.36% No: 14.55% Abstain: 5.09%
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RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Mar. 13-17.

Residential Colleges
Baker College
Martel College
Will Rice College
Wiess College
Lovett College
Sid Rich College

Other Buildings
George R. Brown

Other Locations
Rice Stadium
Greenbriar Lot
West Lot

N/A
N/A

Academic Quad
N/A

Mar. 13
Mar. 14
Mar. 14
Mar. 14
Mar. 16
Mar. 16

Mar. 15

Mar. 13
Mar. 13
Mar. 14

Mar. 16
Mar. 17

Mar. 17
Mar. 17

Theft of a wallet
Theft of bike
Theft of bike
Theft of bike
Theft of bike
Alcohol violations at Sid Rich 
party, SJP referral

Theft of bike

Vandalism
Suspicious male watching bikers
Male harassing parking enforce-
ment officer
Disorderly conduct, SJP referral
Liquor possession, failure to show 
I.D. to police officer, arrested
Public intoxication, SJP referral
DUI - alcohol, alumni arrested

DegreeWorks program to 
replace ECAPP auditing

by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

Next November, Rice University students 
will have a new way of keeping track of the aca-
demic requirements for their degrees, thanks to 
DegreeWorks, a new tool to be implemented on 
campus. 

DegreeWorks is a Web-based program that 
will perform degree audits for students. Degree-
Works will cover both university graduation re-
quirements and major requirements, Registrar 
David Tenney said. 

DegreeWorks, which will replace the current 
system, ECAPP, will perform degree audits by 
evaluating past coursework and checking prog-
ress toward certain curriculum requirements, 
Tenney said. 

Currently, ECAPP is clunky and tracking ma-
jor requirements is a slow process because it is 
done manually on paper, Tenney said. 

“With DegreeWorks implemented, the pro-
cess will be more efficient and environmentally 
friendly, while functioning as a helpful, supple-
mental tool to the adviser/student relationship,” 
Tenney said.

Like ECAPP, DegreeWorks will be interfaced 
with ESTHER, Tenney said. Tenney said he 
thinks this program will help both students and 
advisers, particularly major advisers.

“From the student perspective, they can go to 
the adviser with more specific questions,” Ten-
ney said. “From the adviser perspective, it will be 
easier for them to properly advise a student.”

Students will be able to see the initial version 
of DegreeWorks on Nov. 1, according to Tenney. 
This initial version will evaluate only university 
graduation requirements: Major requirements 
will come later because not every academic de-
partment will use DegreeWorks immediately. 

“As the Office of the Registrar prepares for De-
greeWorks to go live in November, we are work-
ing closely with several departments on campus 
to verify their curriculum,” Tenney said. “The 

first round of degrees available for audits in De-
greeWorks will represent a diverse sampling of 
the curriculum offered to Rice undergraduates. 
We will continue to meet with departments and 
scribe their curriculum until all [undergraduate 
degrees] have been completed.”

By June 1, ten academic departments will 
be processed to work with DegreeWorks, Ten-
ney said. 

“We’re going to be starting with some of the 
major departments, including economics, bio-
chemistry and cell biology, architecture, and 
civil and environmental engineering,” Tenney 
said. “We have intentionally selected depart-
ments from the range of the campus …. Every 
year, when the catalog or the general announce-
ments is updated, we’ll do an update …. It’s go-
ing to take us a couple of years to get through the 
entire curriculum.”

Tenney said the program will take a look at 
graduate programs after all undergraduate pro-
grams are completed.

The 10 initial departments were first selected 
from departments that volunteered, and then 
with regard to prevalence of major, Tenney said. 

“The first thing we did was we made it volun-
tary … we wanted to have willing participants,” 
Tenney said. “But then we went after the biggest 
departments as well, the biggest majors.”

Schools across the nation, including many 
of Rice’s peer institutions, already use Degree-
Works, Tenney said. 

The new tool will feature a “what-if” audit, 
meaning students will be able to see how prior 
coursework could be used toward a change in 
major, minor or concentration, Tenney said.

Brown College junior Waseem Ahmad, a 
computer science major, said he thinks Degree-
Works could be effective.

“I would find it tremendously useful,” Ah-
mad said. “My academic advisor and I would 
be able to make better use of our time together 
speaking about things that matter as opposed to 
making sure I’m on track with graduation.”

NEWS IN RHYME
Obama visits Israel

Obama went to Israel on a trip
To reaffirm our countries’ mutual friend-
ship
To discuss how to keep Iran from the bomb
And how to keep the Palestinians calm
While for the cameras everyone was sappy
Bibi endorsing Romney and Obama 
picking Hagel means not everyone is that 
happy
 
Obama visited Israel this week to discuss 
Iran, the Palestinian crisis and Israel’s 
relationship with the United States.

Fed continues open-market

When the economy was seizing
The Fed did quantitative easing
The market now has some growth
But in ending bond purchases Bernanke 
has been loath
Investors he does not want to scare
But one day inflation may change bull to 
bear
 
The Federal Reserve announced Wednes-
day that it will continue open-market 
purchases of bonds and securities in order 
to keep interest rates low. 

– anthony lauriello
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by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

OwlSquad, a new student organization that 
strives to foster the entrepreneurial culture at 
Rice University by empowering entrepreneurs 
to reach their goals, is hosting the second an-
nual 3-Day Startup competition for Rice under-
graduates, graduate students and Master of 
Business Administration students, according 
to OwlSquad co-founder Isabel Scher.

This startup event, which will run from 
Friday, March 29 at 5 p.m. until Sunday, 
March 31 at 9 p.m, allows 40 passionate en-
trepreneurs, chosen by application, to start 
a technology company over the span of three 
days, Scher said.

“The participants split into brainstorming 
groups where everyone pitches ideas, then 
each group chooses their bests to pitch to all 
40 participants,” Scher said. “Five ideas are 
chosen from those and solidified, and those 

become the teams that people can join. One 
team might have twenty people while anoth-
er has two.”

Teams will proceed to create a prototype 
of their product throughout the course of the 
three days, OwlSquad co-founded Allison 
Garza said.

“At the end of the weekend, each team will 
pitch their work to venture capitalist judges in 
a public event,” Scher said.

The winner of the event will receive a month 
free co-working space at Platform Houston 
while the second place winner will receive free 
hosting space on Rackspace, Garza, a Duncan 
College junior, said.

Scher said she hopes the competition will 
facilitate collaboration in the Rice commu-
nity to build an entrepreneurial network for 
students.

“The goal of this event is to build enough 
momentum among a network of highly mo-
tivated students to sustain the company be-

yond this weekend,” Scher said. “Over this 
one weekend,  students will create a business 
model, contact potential customers, build pro-
totypes and [form] lasting professional and 
personal relationships.”

Garza said she hopes that participants 
will continue their projects even after the 
event closes. 

“The goal is that participants form teams 
around ideas that they are most interested in 
so that they would be excited about pursuing 
the venture past the weekend,” Garza said. 
“Several companies have been formed out of 
similar 3 Day Startup events, and OwlSquad’s 
mission is to empower and enable each team 
to do so.”

According to Scher, this competition is be-
ing funded through the sponsorship of Rice 
Center for Engineering Leadership, Rice Alli-
ance, Jason’s Deli, Which Which and Paulie’s 
Restaurant. 

OwlSquad primarily works to build a linked 

network among the various leadership and 
business collaborations on campus and to con-
nect Rice students with the Houston entrepre-
neurship scene, Scher said.

“Our goal is to know every student on cam-
pus that is thinking about entrepreneurship,” 
Scher said. “By forming these relationships, 
we can better provide students with the best 
tools and resources to be successful.”

Scher said she and Garza founded OwlSquad 
this past November and that OwlSquad’s goal is 
to engage the Rice entrepreneurship commu-
nity throughout the year through events, work-
shops and mentor pairings.

Hanszen College freshman Maggie Ed-
munds said students interested in business 
can get involved on a campuswide level to gain 
experience before moving beyond the hedges.

“I think it gives us an opportunity to test-
drive our ideas and get feedback on how we 
can improve on the business and entrepre-
neurship fronts,” Edmunds said.

OwlSquad to host 3-day student startup contest



Senior Alex  Weinheimer stands in the Martel Pineapple and gives a speech to kick off the start of  Willy Week at Martel’s traditional “First Beer.”  Alex and senior Justin Montes worked 4-6 weeks creating 
the Pineapple which includes two floors and a spacious interior.

Junior Rachel Tenney screams into the camera as part of the traditional Sid Richardson College Orc Raid. A 
group of Sid citizens ran around all of campus yelling their college chants on the night of March 19.

Jones Freshman Jason Isaacs hangs a sign in Martel College as part 
of Jones College’s jack against Martel. 

2013Willy Week

courtesy Marcie NewtoN jeffrey piccirillo/tHresHer

eleNa lacey/tHresHer



by Joey Capparella
News Editor

Later Start

The water-balloon fights will begin at 10 a.m. 
on Founder’s Court for the first fight and 10:45 for 
the second fight on the intramural fields, each 30 
minutes later than last year, according to cam-
puswide Beer Bike Coordinator Andrew Jacobson.

Jacobson said the cost of paying Rice Univer-
sity Police Department and Rice Emergency Medi-
cal Services for the extra hours later in the day, 
which caused the schedule to be shifted earlier, 
was not a problem this year because of the blan-
ket tax increase passed for Beer Bike last year.

Jacobson said he hoped the later start might 
help the problem of neighborhood noise com-
plaints as well.

“Last year, some colleges had [Houston Police 
Department] officers there from someone near 
campus calling in a noise complaint,” Jacobson 
said. “We’re hoping that if colleges start later, the 
stacks will start playing later. There is a cutoff 
time after which noise restrictions are not as 
stringent.”

Jacobson said the later start will also hopeful-
ly encourage students to be smarter about their 
drinking. Some serveries will be serving break-
fast in the morning, such as North Servery, which 
will be serving a continental breakfast starting at 
6 a.m., Jacobson said.

Track Activities

Jacobson and fellow campuswide Beer Bike 
Coordinator Soorya Avali said there was a push 
this year to encourage more students to go to the 
track to see the races.

“We freed up money in the budget to have 
more amenities at the track,” Avali, a Brown Col-
lege junior, said. “The fun doesn’t stop after the 
water-balloon fight.”

Avali said the campuswide Beer Bike budget is 
now covering tents for every college at the track.

“Last year, the colleges each had to buy their 
own tents,” Avali said. “This allows the college 
Beer Bike coordinators to have more funds for 
things at the track like a popcorn machine or a 
dunk tank. The setup will look similar to the Col-
lege Row tailgates from football season.” 
 

Security and Caregiving

Avali said there were no changes to security 
practices this year. Security will be handled by 
student volunteers, RUPD and a third-party secu-
rity force hired for the event.

However, Jacobson said there were changes 
to the use of caregivers during the water-balloon 
fight.

“Last year, the caregivers stayed back at the 
colleges during the water-balloon fight and 
then went directly to the track,” Jacobson said. 
“This year, we’re having them follow the mass 
of people between the two water-balloon fights. 
Hopefully, they’ll be better utilized this way.” 

Students create new timing system

Jacobson said a group of senior electrical 
engineering students created a new electronic 
transponder timing system to record each col-
lege’s lap times that will be tested at this year’s 
Beer Bike.

“It’s still in beta testing now, but in the future, 
we’re hoping to have times be live,” Jacobson 
said. “This year, we will also still have judges 
timing like in the past.”

Food

Jacobson said the food at the track will consist 
of 750 Chick-fil-A sandwiches and 600 Papa 
John’s pizzas.

Beer 
Bike 
2013

McMurtry freshman Tianjia Zhu is perplexed by Rice Housing and Dining’s jack on the rest of campus. After Housing and Dining received 
many complaints from students about small cups in the serveries, they replaced the cups with even smaller 3 oz. cups for Willy Week.

Hanszen scattered tree logs in Duncan commons with a 
large poster of a Hanszen lumberjack chopping down the 
Duncan crest to play on the environmentally-friendly repu-
tation Duncaroos have given themselves.

Students set up  a fake parking lot in Martel College commons 
to emphasize the belief that “Martel is not a college!”

In the first annual William 
Max Nathan Academic Cup, 
Hanszen faces off against 
Jones in a hotly-contested 
and nerve-wracking final. 
Jones stays strong against 
a rallying Hanszen come-
back to win with 150 points 
against Hanszen’s 110.

Baker displays 
their “Hell Car” in 
front of their col-
lege. The car now 
has a customized 
paint job reminis-
cent of Baker’s 
colors. 

jeffrey piccirillo/tHreSHerDante ZakHiDov/tHreSHer

elena lacey/tHreSHer

Dante ZakHiDov/tHreSHer

elena lacey/tHreSHer



NEON DASH
It’s not about how well you run; 
it’s about how cool you can look 
doing it. Known as “coolest, 
brightest and most fun running 
event,” the Neon Splash Dash 
combines the athletic rigor of 
a three-mile fun run/walk with 
fluorescent glow water and an 
After Glow Party. The race will 
take place Saturday, March 3 at 
6 p.m.. Admission is $55.

Reliant Park
One Reliant Park

www.neonsplashdash.com

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Our picks for events 

outside the hedges, both 
around Rice and in the 

Houston area, for this week.

FRENCH FILM
The French are known for 
love, delicious food and 
now for comedy film. Today 
through Sunday, the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston will be 
showing its third annual Five 
Funny French Films festival, 
meant to explore the comedy 
genre of French film. Show-
ings will be occurring at vari-
ous times. Admission is free. 

MFAH
1001 Bissonet St. 

www.mfah.org

POP! BASH
Get poppin’ and pop into 
the Children’s Museum 
of Houston for an educa-
tion on all things that pop. 
From pop art to popcorn, 
this experience is sure to 
be bursting with fun. The 
festivities will be taking 
place 10 a.m. through 6 
p.m. daily and the admis-
sion price is $9.

Children’s Museum of Houston 
1500 Binz

www.cmhouston.org

BLUES, BURGERS
It’s not every day you can 
enjoy a hearty burger to the 
leisurely sways of Houston’s 
best jazz. No, until April 24 
it is only every Wednesday 
you can lounge at Discov-
ery Green and enjoy this 
dynamic duo. This event is 
free for the public and takes 
place from 11:30 a.m. to  
1 p.m.

Discovery Green
Labranch at Lamar

www.discoverygreen.com

by Kaylen Strench
A&E Editor

This month, the Rice Media Center has been 
taken over by an eclectic blend of film and sculp-
ture. The exhibition, open until April 4, includes a 
living structure composed of over 100 rectangular 
jars, two perspective-altering short films and even 
a 6-foot-tall phallic wine decanter, among other 
things.  

This is Tetramorph, an exhibition of art and 
film created by the four recipients of the Mavis C. 
Pitman Fellowship. Every year, visual arts majors 
can compete to receive funds, typically around 
$1,500, from the prestigious Pitman Endowment 
to help them construct their dream project. Typi-
cally, three or four students are chosen to create 
a project, install it and host a reception to kick off 
the exhibition. This year’s winners are Hanszen 
College senior Trey Ferguson, Sid Richardson Col-
lege senior Jessie Anderson, Duncan College se-
nior Lisa Biletska and Lovett College senior Alex 
Fernandez. The Thresher sat down with a few of 
the artists to talk about their pieces, the Pitman, 
and the challenges of making and installing such 
complex, unconventional work.

Jessie Anderson

Anderson’s piece, a commentary on the na-
ture of advertising, includes three sculptures 
of varying complexity. The first consists of two 
silver tote bags reconstructed into shoes, labeled 
fittingly on the side with the phrase, “I’m a shoe 
lover.” The second sculpture is a giant bin filled 
with pastel-dyed socks on top and various bits 
of detritus on the bottom, including broken 
bottles and wire. Video game printouts decorate 
the sides, along with the phrase, “Choose from 
a smashing assortment of socks and belts.” Fi-
nally, a green decanter, positioned to resemble a 
king cobra, sits in the middle of the exhibit, sur-
rounded by text extracted from a sexualized wine 
decanter advertisement campaign.  

Eclectic and
unconventional
Tetramorph touts innovative installations

Sculptures by Jessie Anderson and Alex Fernandez drew a small crowd during the Pitman exhibition opening in the Rice Media Center.

Anderson said her piece is intended to en-
courage a philosophical evaluation of marketing. 

“I’ve been looking at these advertisements and 
thinking about the way that when you’re repre-
senting an object to someone who has no physical 
realization of it   —     can’t see it, touch it, feel it — the 
text that you produce to enliven the object ends up 
trying to describe the consumer, as opposed to the 
object itself,” Anderson said. “All of these really 
appealing or exaggerative or hyperbolic descrip-
tions of the object are really meant to bring in a 
certain type of person. So if the text of these tote 
bags is ‘I am a shoe lover,’ what am I really trying 
to say? What is that person in being a shoe lover? 
What object are they referencing?”  

Anderson said the process of creating the 
work was rather arduous.  She said she spent her 
entire spring break in her studio, as well as most 
of the days afterwards.  For her, the most time-
consuming part was traveling around to numer-
ous stores all over Houston to purchase miscella-
neous items ranging from headphones to socks, 
usually to find that the large quantity she needed 
was not in stock.

“My experience, and I’m fairly sure the expe-
rience of all of the other award winners, was that 
this was a very time- and energy-consuming expe-
rience,” Anderson said. “I think that, in a way, it 
became the funnel for the first half of my semester; 
all of my attention went this way, and I was really 
passionate about working at it.”

Anderson said a few complications arose as 
she tried to finish her piece.

“When you see the decanter, you can see how 
ridiculous it is to imagine putting that into the 
back of my friend’s car and having it in his driver’s 
seat and just hoping we don’t get pulled over be-
cause I have no way to explain the 6-foot-tall lime 
green penis, which you know ... also has enough 
chicken wire to scratch you raw,” Anderson said.

She said the work was unique in that while 
the creative element proved fairly straightfor-
ward, she encountered numerous mundane 
complications that proved frustrating.  Howev

er, she said that in the end, unveiling the ex-
hibit was very meaningful in that she was able to 
share her piece with an audience.

“There’s just so many down-to-earth, physical 
problems that I’d never encountered before,” An-
derson said.  “But I kind of enjoy that frenzied mo-
ment of everything coming together.  I hadn’t slept 
very much, but what I had was immediate gratifi-
cation because all of this effort was flooded with 
people, and I could talk to them about it. I don’t 
necessarily remember a lot of what I said, but I got 
to see people interacting with my sculpture. It was 
really exciting and really rewarding.”

Trey Ferguson

Ferguson, a film major, said he was inspired by 
Renee Falconetti’s legendary performance in the 
1928 film The Passion of Joan of Arc.

“When I watched it, I was really drawn to the 
actress’s face, just the way it was photographed. 
There were a lot of close ups [and] she wasn’t 
wearing makeup,” Ferguson said. “Her expres-
sions were so vivid.”

Ferguson said he re-edited the film, blacking 
out everything except for Falconetti’s face. He then 
built a structure that inverted the way the picture 
would be perceived. Instead of looking from the 
source of light to the film, with Ferguson’s struc-
ture, the viewer looks directly at the light. Ferguson 
said he also minimized the distance between the 
onlooker and the image, creating a different experi-
ence than watching a movie screen.  

“It seems like she goes through the entire range 
of human emotion — everything from detachment 
to distress,” Ferguson said. “And I wanted to show 
all these displays of emotion. In a way, facial expres-
sions are like a language of their own. By removing 
it from the narrative context, I felt like I was still 
able to keep the impact those images had but at the 
same time give them an indexical quality, where it 
was about the language that expresses emotions.”

Ferguson said creating the work was a slow, 
technical process.  

“I had to go through the entire film,” Ferguson 
said. “Every shift, every face. [I] had to completely 
change everything. [I had to] black out the screen 
— I had nightmares about that face.”

Ferguson said working so closely with other 
artists presented an unusual challenge. The four 
Pitman fellows had to not only perfect their own 
work, but also work together to create the advertis-
ing and branding for the exhibition.

“It’s a little weird when you’re working with 
other artists. We had to design all the postcards 
together and come up with a title, which was a 
challenge since our work is so different. We didn’t 
want to force a theme .... [We chose Tetramorph] 
because we wanted to convey the idea of four 
separate parts coming into something completely 
different. It was [Anderson’s] idea, and I’m really 
happy with it.”

Alex Fernandez

Fernandez, who is also majoring in philoso-
phy and enjoys gardening, said she wanted her 
piece to reflect her multiple interests. Her work, 
which sits next to a window, is comprised of doz-
ens of jars containing spindly plants, stacked on 
risers in a sprawling design. Posted next to them, 
above a table with squirt bottles, reads the sign 
“NOTICE: In Order For This Living ArtScape To 
Survive, You (The Viewer) Must Care For It.” An 
instructive poster explains that viewers are ex-
pected to use the squirt bottles to water the plants 
and record that they did so in a log lying next to 
the exhibit. Fernandez said she wants people to 
take the plants home when the exhibit leaves; 
they can sign up to do so at the exhibit.

Fernandez said she was interested in the phil-
osophical question of contracts and how they can 
be thought of in regard to art.  

 “My question was … when a viewer comes into 
a space, what are the responsibilities of the view-
er, and what are the responsibilities of the artist?” 
Fernandez said. “In most cases, the artist simply 
puts something out, and the viewer can choose 
whether to engage in it. So I thought I would take 
it one step farther and ask what would happen 
if the viewer had to take on some responsibility? 
What would that mean for an artist to write a con-
tract for a viewer, for them to sign and take over?”

Fernandez said the practical elements of con-
structing her project were more difficult than ex-
pected. While she said she was surprised to find 
that she could order 336 jars in bulk, getting them 
to the space presented some issues.  

“The company sent me an email asking me if I 
had access to a forklift. Apparently, there were just 
so many and they were so heavy, the [shippers] 
doubted they’d be able to get them off the truck,” 
Fernandez said.  

While Fernandez was ultimately able to un-
load the jars, Fernandez said she also had to 
figure out how to plant dozens of indoor plants. 
She ended up deciding to use air plants, which 
only require air and water to survive. She said she 
thinks the lack of soil is also more aesthetically 
pleasing.

Fernandez said the Pitman Fellowship pro-
vided her with an extraordinary opportunity that 
is often not available to art majors.

“As a studio major, you have to fund all your 
own works, and that clearly confines what you’re 
able to make,” Fernandez said. “So that’s why, go-
ing into this, your professors tell you to think big 
and think of something you wouldn’t be able to 
do otherwise. I’ve always been really interested 
in sculpture, living plants and incorporating new 
mediums, and so I knew this would be an awe-
some opportunity to do what I’ve always wanted 
to do. It was truly an amazing experience.”

See the works yourself at  , on display at the 
Rice Media Center Monday through Friday until 
April 4.  

 isabella adamiak/Thresher
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This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser
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Admission — This romantic comedy stars Tina Fey (30 Rock) as 
Portia Nathan, a straight-laced Princeton University admissions of-
ficer who is caught off-guard while making a recruiting visit to an 
alternative high school run by her former college classmate, Junior 
(Paul Rudd, I Love You, Man). While investigating a mystery sur-
rounding one of Rudd’s students, a boy who might be the son she 
put up for adoption, Fey finds herself in an exhilarating life and a 
romance she never dreamed of having. PG-13. 117 min.

Based on a True Story… (Blake shelton) — After entering 
mainstream popular culture as a judge on NBC’s “The Voice,” Shelton 
releases his eighth studio album. Preceded by his No. 1 single “Sure 
Be Cool If You Did,” the album contains the modern country sound 
Shelton fans have come to appreciate and features an appearance by 
Pistol Annies, the group fronted by his wife, Miranda Lambert. Hoping 
to capitalize on his television success and his increasing popularity, 
Shelton looks to break into “Top 40” radio playlists with this release.

Delta Machine (Depeche mode) — The highly anticipated 
13th album from the British electronic band marks the end of 
the trilogy of records the band made with producer Ben Hillier. 
Featuring lead single “Heaven,” the album showcases more of 
the landmark band’s genre-defining sound and is its first re-
lease with Columbia Records. The group takes a more modern 
direction with the album, but it retains the same charm fans 
have come to appreciate.

The Croods —  The newest animated comedy adventure 
from Dreamworks Animation Studios tells the story of the 
world’s first modern family. When their cave is destroyed, a 
group of cavemen must set out to find a new home and dis-
cover the world around them in the process. The film features 
a voice cast including Nicolas Cage (Ghost Rider), Ryan Reyn-
olds (Green Lantern) and Emma Stone (Easy A), so look for 
this family-friendly flick to dominate the box office. PG. 91 
minutes.

Lincoln  —  The most-nominated film at this year’s Acad-
emy Awards stars Oscar winner Daniel Day-Lewis as the 16th 
president of the United States. The film documents the final 
tumultuous months of Abraham Lincoln’s presidency and 
focuses on his efforts to pass the 13th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. The film also stars Tommy Lee Jones (No 
Country for Old Men) and Sally Field (Brothers & Sisters) in 
Oscar-nominated supporting roles. Bonus features include 
behind-the-scenes documentaries.
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Bioshock: Infinite — The third installment in the popular 
first-person shooter series, while not part of the same storyline 
as the previous editions, has received prerelease attention for 
winning Best in Show at the Electronic Entertainment Expo. Fea-
tures include new combat experiences, an immersive story set in 
the early 20th century in a flying city and whimsical game play, 
as well as a “1999 mode” that allows gamers to experience the 
design and balance of early gaming graphics. In short, this latest 
Bioshock chapter aims to thrill fans of the games. Available for 
PS3, Xbox 360 and PC.
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Refine the palate.
Tempt the ear.
Write for
the
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Reed Thornburg
Thresher Editorial Staff

Oldboy offers a 
thrilling investigation 

of Korean cinema

Within the first few minutes of 
watching the Korean thriller Oldboy 
(2003), it will seem like the English 
subtitles have been mistranslated. How 
else could you explain the fact that 
within a few scenes of the opening, the 
fairy-wing-clad protagonist Oh Dae-
su is arrested, bailed out, kidnapped, 
framed for murder and finally detained 
for 15 years without the slightest tran-
scribed clue as to why? The narrative 
soon informs us, however, that this is 
not a translation error: These strange 
events are the mysteries that drive this 
intricate and mystery-filled narrative.

Driven by a desire to find the identity 
of his captors, Oh Dae-su eats at every 
dumpling restaurant in Seoul in search 
of the familiar tastes of his everyday 
meal in captivity. Along this culinary de-
tective journey, he finds companionship 
in Mi-do, a sushi chef who helped him 
recover after his unexpected release. The 
path toward enacting revenge is nonlin-
ear, and Oh Dae-su learns the reasons 
behind his capture stem all the way back 
to his childhood.

Director Chan-wook Park (Lady Ven-
geance) won the Grand Prix jury award 
at the 2004 Cannes Film Festival for this 
second installment in his trilogy focused 
on revenge. While the plot dabbles in 
love, sensuality and suspense, it is the 
idea of vengeance that connects the oth-
erwise disparate elements of the diegesis. 
Although it is not truly a plot twist, the 
revelation about the origins of this system 
of revenge is both satisfying and surpris-
ing, even if the complete explanation is a 
little tenuous.

Oldboy is an exciting entry point into 
the world of Korean cinema, in that it con-
stantly reminds the viewer that it is not a 
product of Hollywood. It is far more subtle, 
daring and violent. The term sadistic is 
even appropriate on multiple occasions; 
a certain extraction scene will confirm all 
early childhood suspicions that people 
who examine teeth are inherently scary 
and evil. Although this mystery thriller re-
quires the viewer to witness extreme levels 
of pain, the violence furthers Park’s goal to 
instill the film with tragic pathos.

Talks of an American remake of Old-
boy have been around since 2008, when 
rumors began circulating about Steven 
Spielberg (E.T.) directing the film with 
Will Smith (Men in Black) in the leading 
role. However, the project was appar-
ently abandoned shortly thereafter and 
remained dormant until director Spike 
Lee (Do the Right Thing) revived it in 2011. 
Now, Lee has officially confirmed the 
American remake with a release date of 
Oct. 11, 2013.  The film is set to star Josh 
Brolin (No Country for Old Men) as the 
leading actor. As the buildup to this new 
release grows, critics and fans alike have 
started revisiting the now-classic original.

Regardless of this newfound hype, 
Oldboy is an excellent film in its own right 
and it offers a level of visceral drama that 
is rarely found within Netflix’s streaming 
library. Even for those who find foreign 
films disconcerting, Oldboy is an excel-
lent introduction to international cinema. 
Despite the strangeness, confusion and 
violence, it is hard to look away.

Cultured individuals in the realms of: 
Food, Music, Art, Video Games and Plays
should email emt4@rice.edu, kes11@rice.edu.
Write Stories. Get Paid. Mo’ money mo’ art.

Gloria Quintanilla/Thresher
Dancers from the Black Student Association’s  Soul Night: Black to Our Future  on Saturday,  
March 16 steal the stage.
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by Ryan Glassman
Thresher Staff

After beginning their seven-game homestand 
with a sweep of Louisiana Tech University a week 
ago, the Rice baseball team took on the Harvard 
University Crimson last weekend in a three-game 
set at Reckling Park.

Against a young Crimson team sporting just 
a 1-6 record entering the series, Owls junior ace 
Austin Kubitza was his dominant self in the Friday 
night opener. With his offense spotting him a 5-0 
lead, Kubitza threw seven scoreless innings, strik-
ing out eight batters and allowing just three hits 
to improve to 3-0 this season. Kubitza now ranks 
second in the nation with 53 strikeouts this season, 
one off the national lead.

“[Kubitza] is tough to hit,” Head Coach Wayne 
Graham said. “He’ll be the first to tell you [Friday 
night] was not his very best, but you have to give 
him credit because seven shutout innings also 
speaks for itself.”

Graham expressed displeasure with his offense 
after the 5-2 win in which the Owls managed just 

one earned run, but the bats responded positively 
Saturday. Senior Christian Stringer’s triple in the 
first inning brought in a pair of runs, the big hit in a 
five-run inning that saw 11 Rice batters at the plate. 
The Owls added runs in the second and in each of 
the final three innings, scoring nine on Saturday 
with a total of 13 hits. Stringer, freshman Connor 
Teykl, junior Michael Aquino and junior Keenan 
Cook all had multi-hit games in support of sopho-
more Jordan Stephens, who allowed just two runs 
over seven innings in the 9-2 victory. 

Stephens talked about the run support he pro-
vided earlier. 

“The hitting takes a lot of pressure off the pitch-
ers,” Stephens said. “You can go out there and 
pound the fastball early … and get ahead [in the 
count] once you have a good lead.”

Graham sent freshman Kevin McCanna to the 
hill with Rice going for the sweep Sunday, and the 
freshman responded with the best outing of his ca-
reer behind another strong performance from the 
offense. Aquino’s triple in the first inning put Rice 
ahead 3-0, and sophomore Ford Stainback’s single 
in the second brought in two more runs. The Owls 

put up a five-spot in the seventh inning, capped off 
by a three-run triple from Cook, but the story of the 
afternoon was McCanna.

Arguably the most highly touted recruit in the 
freshman class, McCanna, provided mixed results 
in his first few appearances of the season. Gra-
ham said he wants him to become a regular in the 
weekend rotation, McCanna’s start on Sunday was 
clearly an opportunity McCanna did not pass up. 
The freshman threw a career-high seven innings, 
shutting out the Crimson while allowing just one 
hit in the 12-0 Rice win.

Teykl was also impressive all weekend long, 
hitting a combined .526 during the Harvard and 
Louisiana Tech series. Teykl was named the Con-
ference USA Hitter of the Week on Monday and 
continues to shine at third while filling in for in-
jured junior Shane Hoelscher.

After the three-game sweep of Harvard, the 
Owls took on the Stephen F. Austin State Universi-
ty Lumberjacks in a midweek game Tuesday night, 
looking for their sixth straight win of the homes-
tand. Rice took a 2-1 lead in the seventh on a sac-
rifice bunt from Stainback, but the Lumberjacks 

tied the game in the ninth on a solo home run to 
force extra innings. With two outs in the 10th, Cook 
drew a walk and stole second base to put the win-
ning run in scoring position. The breakout star on 
offense this season, Aquino, delivered for the Owls 
when he punched a single into right field to bring 
Cook home in walk-off fashion.

“Once I got two strikes on me, I just tried to stay 
on top [of the ball] with my swing, maybe try and 
hit the ball the other way, and that’s what hap-
pened,” Aquino said. “Any team that comes in 
here, we’re a target for them. We have to play hard 
every single game and go after them.”

The Owls travel to Hattiesburg, Miss., to-
night to begin the next stage of their season 
and kick off C-USA play with a three-game 
set against the University of Southern Missis-
sippi. Southern Miss is off to a 8-11 start but 
was picked in the preseason to finish second in 
the league behind Rice, where it has finished 
in the regular season standings in two of the 
last three seasons. The first pitch tonight is at 6 
p.m., followed by a 2 p.m. start tomorrow and 
a 1 p.m. finale Sunday. 

Owls continue winning streak with 7-0 at Reckling 

by Nicollete Chamberlain
                         Thresher Staff 

After winning their sixth straight match 
Tuesday, the name of the game for the Rice 
University women’s tennis team has been 
consistency. But the team has not just been 
winning its matches — the now 27th-ranked 
team has swept five of its last six opponents. 
The formula for success for the women’s 
tennis team, according to Head Coach Eliza-
beth Schmidt, has been breaking down each 
match one point at a time.

“No matter what match it is, I think the 
most important things are for us to come out 
with a lot of energy, be disciplined with our 
returns and first serves, and be ready to work 
to earn every point,” Schmidt said. 

The Owls took control of Western Michi-
gan University on Sunday, March 17, not even 
allowing the Broncos a set in the 7-0 victory. 
On Tuesday, Rice added a second win to its 
growing streak after taking on Texas A&M 
University, Corpus Christi. Despite Corpus 
Christi being the team’s first weekday match, 
sophomore Natalie Beazant and junior Domi-
nique Harmath came out with quick, two-set 
wins at first and second singles (6-2, 6-1 and 
6-0, 6-2, respectively), as well as an 8-3 win at 
first doubles. Sophomore Liat Zimmermann 
earned the fourth win of the match 6-1, 6-3 to 
cap off the 4-0 win. 

These decisive and accumulating victories 
have been nothing new for the team. Beazant 
(No. 59 at first singles) won her eighth straight 
singles victory Tuesday, as well as her ninth 
straight doubles victory with Harmath. In ad-
dition, Zimmermann has six straight wins at 
No. 3 doubles. Ultimately, though, the team’s 
recent success has been a result of a consis-
tent teamwide performance.  

“I feel like, as a team, we have been play-
ing solid, controlled tennis,” Beazant said. 
“We have made sure to keep it consistent and 
play within ourselves.”

However, the next two matches in line 
for the Owls will be a true test of their con-
sistency. On Saturday, the team will take on 
No. 44 the College of William and Mary at 11 
a.m. The following day, Rice will face No. 33 
Texas Christian University. With contending 
records and similar rankings,  the Rice wom-
en’s tennis team will require a full team effort 
against the competition in these matches. 

“Both William and Mary and TCU are sol-
id opponents,” Schmidt said. “They come in 
here with rankings that are similar to ours, so 
on paper, these should be great college ten-
nis matches.”

As the team moves forward with its 11-4 
record, they will need to carry its momentum 
forward and stay focused on what challenges 
lie ahead in these final few matches of the 
regular season.

Women’s tennis victorious 

   Rice Owls No. 26 freshman Blake Fox swings for the fence at this past weekend’s game against Harvard University. Rice swept the three-game tournament. 

Sophomore Natalie Beazant and junior Dominique Harmath take a moment to celebrate 
during a successful doubles match. 

JULIA GrAsse/thresher

NANcy cheNG/thresher
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by Dan Elledge
Thresher Staff 

The Owls men’s tennis team knew it was do 
or die heading into the 55th Rice Invitational, 
and they answered with three wins against 
Radford University, Oregon University and Tex-
as A&M University, all ranked opponents. The 
wins vaulted Rice University to the .500 mark 
for the first time since it was 2-2 at the begin-
ning of the season and put the Owls back in the 
conversation for a possible at-large bid to the 
NCAA tournament. 

Head Coach Efe Ustundag said the Owls 
played the best they have this entire season in 
this past weekend. Ustundag said a change in 
the team’s mentality played a major factor in its 
improved performance.

“It looked like we were fearless, — comfort-
able with our games — and we went with our 
shots a little bit more,” Ustundag said. “A little 
bit of attitude change can make a difference.”

With the home stretch coming up, the view 
toward the NCAA tournament is looking bright-
er. Senior Jonathan Chang said these past three 
wins were critical but that he still thinks a win 
or two on the road trip will help seal the deal.

“It is hard to say at this point, and I feel it 
will be really tough down the stretch,” Chang 
said. “We need to play better than we did at the 
Rice Invitational to beat one of these teams on 
the road, but I think landing one of these wins 
could help us land a bid.”

Ustundag said each and every win last 
weekend was vital but that Rice still needs a 
few more resume-building wins if the Owls 
want to make it to the tournament.

“A road win in the next three matches would 
help immensely,” Ustundag said. “If we can’t 
get a win, we need to sweep the rest of our 
schedule. If we are going to have any chance, 
we need to finish the year above .500.”

The Owls drive up to Austin to face the 
University of Texas in the first of those three 
road games tomorrow. Last year, Texas 
showed up in Houston and took care of the 
Owls in comfortable fashion, 5-2. Ustundag 
said he hopes things can change this year but 
that he is concerned about multiple facets of 
the Longhorns’ game. 

“We have to play well, almost as hard as we 
are going to fight to have a shot,” Ustundag said. 
“Playing hard against a good team is not always 
enough to get that victory. Depth is a concern, 
and the quality of their [Texas’] doubles is an 
issue as well.”

However, Chang said the Owls will not be 

scared and that he is excited to play in this in-
tense, tournament-like atmosphere.

“One of the more fun facts about this match 
is that it is at night, which will add to the atmo-
sphere,” Chang said. “We will come out pretty 
fired up. We play Texas every year; they are al-
ways a good team. We have to play our game 

because they will be a challenge.”
Ustundag said the Longhorns will be ready 

but that Rice will not be intimidated and will be 
ready to fight.

“We can ride this confidence wave. We have 
a lot to gain, but it is going to take good tennis,” 
Ustundag said.

Men’s tennis sets sights on bid for NCAA Tournament

   Men’s tennis was successful at the 55th Rice Invitational at Jake Hess Stadium,  where it won against three nationally ranked teams. 
Isabella adamIak/thresher
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This weekend, hundreds of alumni will return 
to campus for Beer Bike. 

Many of my friends who are coming back are a 
year, two years, three years or more removed from 
their Rice University graduation. They will come 
back and see the organizations they led going in 
new directions. They will enter their old familiar 
commons and see it filled with unfamiliar faces, 
and they will go to the bike track and watch the 
bikes go around while only recognizing a few of 
the names.

The whole thing reminds me of Michael Jor-
dan. Allow me to explain.

A month ago, Wright Thompson of ESPN 
published an incredibly insightful and poignant 
profile of Michael Jordan on the verge of his 50th 
birthday. 

Thompson explored how the characteristics 
that drove Jordan as an athlete, particularly his 
ability to turn every slight, real or imagined, into 
fuel, have become a challenge in retirement. He 
documented Jordan in the midst of a transition: 
moving, remarrying and dealing with aging.

 Thompson wrote of Jordan not as a myth, but 
as a man, featuring his shortcomings as well as 
his most redeeming characteristics, showing the 
human element of the athlete who for a genera-
tion seemed superhuman. 

Clearly, it would be a bit of a stretch to compare 
any returning alum or any student here now to 
Jordan. However, our college careers are in many 
ways similar to athletic careers, even if most of us 
are more like one of Jordan’s teammates whom we 
now struggle to remember.

Like athletic careers, our collegiate careers are 
years of high pressure and high intensity. Instead 
of being judged on wins and losses, points and 
turnovers, we’re constantly graded on papers and 
problem sets and exams. 

Like athletic careers, our collegiate careers are 
times in which we receive large amounts of atten-
tion. Right now, many of our accomplishments, 
both academic and extracurricular, are celebrat-
ed by our peers, by our mentors and by those out-
side of the hedges — and they should be. Yet as 
time passes, the significance of those accomplish-
ments in the eyes of others begin to diminish. 

And like athletic careers, our collegiate ca-
reers quickly come to an end. 

Because of the parallels between the two, it is 
worth contemplating what lessons we might be 
able to glean from the athletic careers of others to 
improve our own collegiate ones. 

The first might be the importance of not tak-
ing the present for granted. In sports, there is  

always an emphasis placed on the next game, 
the next season, the next summit to be strived 
for, just like in college there is an emphasis on 
the next test, the next grade, the next job or the 
next graduate school. 

This emphasis on the future is part of what 
makes us great, what makes us never settle. But 
when it completely overshadows every accom-
plishment along the way, I believe something is 
lost. Appreciating each summit and peering up 
toward the next one should not be mutually ex-
clusive, and those who are able to balance the two 
tend to have the most success, deal with adversity 
the best and be the most satisfied. 

A second lesson might involve learning to deal 
with the dynamics of intra-team competition. In 
sports and in college (and likely in our jobs), we 
face a strange dynamic in which our teammates 
are in some sense also our competition. We might 
be competing to win the race, to get playing time, 
to get the A+, or to get the selective internship or 
fellowship. The most successful teams are the 
ones that can balance these competing interests 
to make everyone better. 

A final lesson revolves around becoming 
comfortable with the effects of time. One of the 
most interesting parts of the profile on Jordan 
highlighted him watching a SportsCenter debate 
on whether Joe Montana or Tom Brady is a better 
quarterback.

“They’re gonna say Brady because they don’t 
remember Montana. Isn’t that amazing?” Jordan 
quipped. 

The question for Jordan — and for us — is: 
Does it matter? Does time diminish or change 
the importance of Montana’s accomplishments if 
people are partial to what they know and remem-
ber? After all, four or five years after we graduate, 
there will be few people at Rice who remember us.

One important piece of the answer likely 
comes from the fact that Montana was someone 
who inspired Brady. Moreover, Brady is likely in-
spiring the next great quarterback as well as thou-
sands of others. And Montana himself was likely 
inspired by a quarterback who is no longer even 
in the conversation. 

Likewise, the impact each of us has while at 
Rice will spread in ways we cannot fully see or 
understand, even as the recognition of what we 
have done diminishes. Is that something we can 
embrace?

When we return to see our old organizations 
going in new directions, or to see our old com-
mons filled with new and energized faces, or to 
see new beer bikers and chuggers becoming stars 
in their own right, it should not be a cause for sad-
ness. It should be cause for nostalgia, for excite-
ment, for a chance to share a little wisdom with 
those following the same path that had such a big 
impact on us.

I hope Jordan comes to that same conclusion. 
I hope that when I read about him turning 60, 

I will again aspire to be like Mike.    
I hope Jordan comes to that same conclusion. 
I hope that when I read about him turning 60, 

I will again aspire to be like Mike.    

The Fifth Lap

 Gabe  Cuadra

WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate 
is $20 to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  
We provide all training, all training is paid, 
and we pay for travel.  Email your resume to 
rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for¬†ALL LEVELS¬†of Middle/
High School Math/Natural & Social Scienc-
es/Humanities. Reliable transportation re-
quired. Pay $20-40/hr based on experience. 
Contact 832-428-8330 and email resume to 
siyengar777@gmail.com

West U family with fully furnished garage 
apartment looking for a student to babysit 
in exchange for 25 hours a month of baby-
sitting with $200 for bills. Mostly in the 
evenings and weekends. Must pass a back-
ground check and references are needed. 
Email resume: maggieygarza@yahoo.com

Searching for Summer employee to watch 
2 children in Med Center neihborhood from 
June-August; 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM with mod-
erate flexibility. Must have car and capa-
bility to shuttle to surrounding activities.  
Children are 6 and 8.

Varsity Tutors has many students seeking 
smart tutors for math, science, languages, 
all other subjects and test prep. Competitive 
pay and make your own schedule.  Only on-
line applications will be considered.  Please 
apply at: http://www.varsitytutors.com/
houston-tutoring-jobs.

PART TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
FOR GALLERIA AREA COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE INVESTMENT/DEVELOPMENT 
FIRM. 10-20 HOURS PER WEEK WITH FLEX-
IBLE SCHEDULE.   $12 PER HOUR. EMAIL 
RESUME/INFO TO GCARMICHAEL@CAR-
MICHAELCOS.COM

Occassional Overnight Babysitter Needed-
Responsible college student available to 
provide occasional overnight babysitting in 

Meyerland area for two older children. Must 
have reliable transportation, speak English, 
and like kids.  Background check required.  
Email: stacy@alumni.utexas.net

U.S. Immigration & Citizenship - Citizen-
ship; Deferred Action; fianc√©, spouse, or 
other visas; Green Cards. - Contact Toolson 
& Mayer Law Offices at 281-615-7570 or visit 
us at www.toolsonandmayerlaw.com.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertise-
ments.  The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any reason. 
Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute 
an endorsement by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words 
$20
41–80 words 
$40
80–120 words 
$60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertise-
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu
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Tuesday, March 18, 2013
 
Dearest Mother,
 How have you been? As I am sure you know, it has been only two days 

since Willy Week was declared.
I will always remember when the news came. My sweet Liza and I were sit-

ting on a bench admiring the blooming lilacs when dearest Franz ran down 

the street, Rice Thresher in hand. “It’s finally come, it’s finally come!” 

he rejoiced. “Willy Week is here!”  I could scarce believe him, and not just 

because the Thresher is always full of factual inaccuracies, misspellings, 

conflicts of interest and editorial bias. However, his fervor convinced me, 

and off I was to the recruiting station to proudly sign up as a volunteered 

man in the service of Brown. Tomorrow we start training and begin to arm 

the aqueous mentions that will bring defeat to our hated enemies.

 
Love,
Eric Remarke

the Rice ThresherBACKPAGE16 Friday, March  22, 2013

The Backpage is satire written by Alex Weinheimer and Anthony Lauriello. For comments and concerns, please email ajw3@rice.edu

m
isc

la
ss Post your misclass on 

the Backpage’s Face-
book wall.

Write your misclass 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

Tweet your misclass 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass

“I like the salty kick when 
it goes down my throat.” -Liz

“I know the key to a girl’s 
heart... A scalpel and some 

gauze to clean it up.”

“I like vacuum cleaners up 
my butt.  I do.”

“I should wear no pants 
more often.  People will recog-
nize me more.” -Danny Graves

I like my coffee like I like 
my men, light and sweet.

“Put the Sour Patch 
children into my mouth.”

Thursday, March 21, 2013Dearest Mother, 
We have been training for days now. My hands grow tired of filling balloons, but it 

brings me great joy to know it is for a good and meaningful cause. Every day, we walk 

out into the quad in formation and chant “Brown Shit We’re Bad” in our new Beer 

Bike shirts. I cannot express in words the pride I feel wearing this uniform. (And I 

cannot wait to take Liza out, proudly wearing my colors.)
Franz and I learned we would be assigned to the same company and immediately em-

braced each other in joy. It warms my heart to know that Franz and I will be fighting 

the goat-blowing mongrels from Jones side by side.
However, there is worried talk among the troops that Brown will win Willy Week so 

soon that the new recruits will never get to a chance to prove themselves in combat. A 

recent jacks sortie into Jones showed its defenses to be quite weak. While I of course want 

Brown to be victorious, I pray I get my chance to show my valor and love of college.

 
Love,
Eric Remarke

Friday, March 22 2013
 Dear Mother,
 
 Tomorrow we go to the front. I know my training has prepared me well 

for this, and I look forward to meeting the savages from other colleges in battle, 

but I would be lying if I said I felt no fear. I am nervous, and thoughts of never 

seeing you, Pa and the farmhouse creep into my mind. I know that fighting for 

Brown is my duty, and I am proud to do so, but part of me just wants to go home 

and hold Liza in front of the lilacs.

  The fear has gripped many of the others as well. Brown is unusually 

quiet tonight. Our coordinators have told us to go to sleep early to prepare our-

selves, but many of us are too restless for sleep’s warm embrace. We lie in our beds, 

knowing that many of us will be sleeping on the fields and in ditches tomorrow. 

Rumors are circulating among the men — rumors of Baker College and how its 

bloodlust before battle manifests itself in an all-night orgy that whips the men 

into a bacchanalian frenzy. I can almost hear their screams as I write this letter 

in my bunk.
 Luckily, Franz helps keep my faith. He is sturdy and a far better soldier 

than I. He reassures me that nothing will happen and that our friendship can 

survive anything. That we should be excited when the stacks call us to battle, for 

that is our sacred right as Brown. Without him, I would be lost, and I am thank-

ful to God that he is with me.

 
Love,
Eric Remarke

Saturday, March 23, 2013 7:57 a.m. 
THIS LETTER HAS BEEN CHECKED BY THE BROWN DEPARTMENT OF BEER BIKE:  FOURTH FLOOR ARMY, THIRD DIVISION FOR SENSITIVE INFOR-MATION REGARDING TROOP MOVEMENTS 
Dear Mother,
 
        How wrong we were to parade with smiles and painted faces straight into the abyss. Franz is gone now. He rushed heedlessly into three shots of Jaeger right before my eyes. I screamed in my utter powerlessness. As he stumbled down to the ground, I ran over and grasped his drunk and ruined body. He held my hand and said, “I’m fucccckiin’ drunk, bro,” before sliding out of consciousness. He was a better man than I.

        The air around of us smells of vomit and liquor. Around me, I see unspeakable horror. Some freshmen are making out, their tongues interlocking like a Kraken on the seas of old.  Then a klaxon call as the alarm goes out. “Jell-O shots incoming!” and we brace for the slimy feeling on our throats as we are bombarded with sugary infusions of liquor into our bloodstream.         While our company was supposed to cover the ground to the South colleges, we barely made it to MARTEL where we got pinned down by a squadron of Jonesians. The grotesque pineapple on the horizon mocked our Sisyphean futility. I must pre-serve though, through this valley of death. For Franz.
Sincerely,
Erik Remarke

Saturday, March 23, 2013 10:23 a.m.
 
THIS LETTER HAS BEEN 

CHECKED BY THE BROWN 
DEPARTMENT OF BEER BI

KE: PROPAGANDA COMMIT
TEE OF MORALITY FOR I

NAPPROPRIATE AND SENS
ITIVE CONTENT

 
Dearest Mother,
 
        My memories are like an exploded water balloon, small shreds of plastic scattered around with no semblance of order. I remember the scent of the lilacs, Liza’s 

golden blonde hair, the touch of her hand in that Fondren study room as it caressed my MART until I MARTEL onto her MARTEL and a little bit into her eye. 

She was not pleased by the last part.
         However, I view these memories as if they are through a translucent glass. They are a part of me, yet they are not mine anymore. The only vivid recollections 

I have are ones of the horror. Of the balloon explosions and of seeing brave men cut down by well-placed shots to the head, their clothes soaked in water. Of savage 

Wiessmen Ubangeeing the fallen in their crazed rage.

        One memory above all sticks in my memory. I had thrown a well-placed shot at a Lovett troop, which took him to the ground. In the lull of battle, I stood 

before him. He looked about my age. I thought to myself, was he really different than I? Did he have a Liza at home who was good at giving  MARTEL in pub-

lic restrooms? Did he have a mother who loved him like you do me? I wonder if he was once as excited about Willy Week as I was. Was he as duped as I was into a 

patriotic fervor? I wonder if he has stared into the abyss.

 I know he was a Rice student, and chances are he had never talked to a girl, only repeated platitude in conversations and thought himself altruistic for his self-

serving O-Week activities. But what if this was not true? What if he was a human being? What had I done?

       They say Willy Week is almost over, that soon the horror will end and we can all go home. Sometimes, I don’t know if I can return. I fear sometimes that 

my soul has become a useless hollow shell that no longer functions, just like RPC. Yet, Mother, I know your love is worth returning to. As well as Liza’s ability to 

MARTEL her leg while I MARTEL on her from the back,  while we completed the Garrity – MARTEL house. See you, Liza and the lilacs soon.

Love,
Eric Remarke

Saturday, March 23, 2013 11:11 a.m.
 
From: Brown Department of Beer Bike
RE: Condolences
 
      We regret to inform you that your son, ERIC REMARKE, has passed out and not 
made it to Beer Bike STOP We send our heartfelt condolences and prayers STOP His sac-
rifice was not in vain STOP
 
Brown Shit We’re Bad,
Brown Department of Beer Bike
Casualty Committee

All Passed Out on the Western Front



RICE UNIVERSITY, MARCH 23, 2013

SPECTATOR’S GUIDE

BEER BIKE
RICE PROGRAM COUNCIL

RICE UNIVERSITY, MARCH 23, 2013

10:00 AM PARADE

RPC would like to thank County Judge Ed Emmett, Lovett '71, the Rice Engineering Alumni and the John P. Schroeter (Physics, Ph.D. 
1974) Memorial Graduate Alumni Gift Fund for underwriting the cost to develop an RFID timing system for Beer Bike.



CAREGIVERS

GSA
Beer-asic Bike

Men Biking
Jan Zimak (C), Lucas Hartsough, Andy Huang, Ken, 
Brian McCall, Brian Landry, David Tsao, Andreas 
Benitez, Pedro Miguel Duarte, Sam Tannenbaum, 
Matt Kyrish, Zachary Cranell

Men Chuggers
Reid Atcheson, Brad Ochocki, Joey Butterworth, 
Andrew Bibian, Ben Langford, Timur Takhtaganov, 
Mac, Nate Udell, Kunttal, Jeff

Women Biking
Christine Caneba, Anne Hellebust, Melissa Galla-
gher, Monica Fahrenholtz (C), Jordan Trachtenberg 
(C), Lacey Pyle, Cynthia Wood, Eva Dyer (C), Liz 
Figueroa, Meagan Whaley, Melissa Wilmot, Pippa 
Jarvis

Women Chuggers
Nadia Lara, Meagan Whaley, Liz Figueroa, Katie 
Dessi, Rose Psalmond, Sol Canny, Linlin Cao, Kiri 
Kilpatrick, Ann Marie, Erica Levorson

Pit Crew
David Solis, Joey Tauzin, Paul Munger, Curtis Doiron, 
Stephen Bachicha, Sean Walsh

Martel
Drinkelodeon: 90's Proof

Men Biking
Jahmad El-Gamal, Itzak Hinojosa, Nate Adams, Caio 
Correa, Kenan Thompson, Kel Mitchell, Bear Grylls, 
Teddy Grodek

Women Biking
Ginny Johnson, Izzy Spanswick, Christina Dana, 
Michelle Shapiro, Nneoma Elendu, Cassie Peretore, 
Lindsy Pang, Helene Dick 

Pit Crew
Alyce Chu, Sean LaBaw, Andy LaBaw, Nigel 
Thornberry, Optimus Prime 

Wiess
There and Drunk Again: A Hobbit's Ale

Men Biking
Aaron Sharpe (C), Michael Yu , David Payne, Kyle 
Adams, Oscar Xu, Josh Crozier, Kurt Ko, Joseph 
Mapula, Mason Dumais, BC Houchens, Eric Stone

Women Biking
Chen Yao, Maddy Bullard, Meredith Jackson, 
Rebecca Smith, Alexa Juarez, Shannon Cheng, Isabel 
Scher, Celeste Riepe, Meredith Ventura

Jones
Gindiana Jones and the Temple of Booze

Men Biking
Shaun Haby (C), Richard Ledo (C), Connor Hoppe 
(C), Nick Semon, Matt Stamp�, Max Grossman, 
Ethan Wagner, Austin Potter, Shawdon Molavi, Julian 
Castro

Women Biking
Kelsey Tomlinson (C), Missy Lucas (C), Ariel Chen, 
Meghan Hall, Bethany Newell, Sarah Southmayd, 
Ellie Weeks, Sam Olvera, Raquel Khan, Irina 
Patrikeeva

Brown
Woodcox: 7 Days of Bikes & Boozing 

Men Biking
Clément Ory, Abhipray Sahoo, Arthur Jin, Mac 
Lockard, Sam Wang, Kevin Koch, Sal Testa, Shaurya 
Agarwal, Ben Seidensticker (C), Julian Cooper (C), 
Andrew Capshaw (C)

Women Biking
Kailynn Balkum, Alison Lindsay, Jodie Gomez, 
Amanda Boone, Lindsey Witte, Greg Kinman, 
Andrew Jacobson, Your Mom's Left Buttcheek, 
Wonderwoman, Joscelyn Mejias (C), 
Shannon Deitch (C)

Sid Rich
Lance BoonesfArmstrong in the 

Tour de Franzia: Winners Always Cheat, 
Cheaters Always Win

Men Biking
Wolfman, Old Spice Guy, Lance Armstrong, Captain 
America (C), Jack Bauer, JAG, Chuck Norris

Men Chuggers
Ra�ki, The Hulk, Wolfman, Barney Stinson, John 
Belushi, Captain Morgan McNeel (C), Zach Gali�-
anakis, The Chuggernaut, Lil Jon, Josh "Taaka the 
Tank" Vernon

Women Biking
Nala, Zazu, Pamela Anderson, Leia Skywalker

Women Chuggers
Liston "I'll Do It Tomorrow" Pitman, Paul "Stiltman" 
Ashla, Sequoyah Keolapono McClintock King, Allen 
"Lin" Lin, DJ Chad "The Dirty" Bustard, Nitish "The 
Ish" Thareja, Drew "Call Me Maybe" Travis, Pawel 
"Raccoon" Makeawhitechick, Cartel "The" Wang, 
Sassy Daniel Elledge



1. Jones
2. Brown
3. Lovett
4. GSA
5. Sid Rich
6. Martel
7. McMurtry
8. Duncan
9. Baker
10. Will Rice
11. Hanszen
12. Wiess
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Baker
Abraham Drinkin' : Four Shots 

and Seven Beers Ago

Men Biking
Alex Kumar (C), Ricardo Marquez (C), Matthew 
Kindy, Matthew Yang, Hope Atina, Mauro Zabala, 
Ray Moya, Guntas Singh, Scott Anderson

Men Chuggers
Eric Baeuerle, Andrew Austin, Robert Darling, Jeremy 
Hunt, Justice White, Adrian Jones, Logan Crowl, 
Chug E. Cheese, Vlad the Inhaler, The Chuggernaut

Women Biking
Emma Terrell (C), Kelsey Crocker, Sisi Xiao, Nicole 
Xing, Kaitlyn Sisk, Abby Gordon, Victoria Eng, Slyvia 
Omozee, Claire O'Malley, Danielle Covoarrubias, 
Claudia Leon, Cristell Perez, Katherine Humphreys, 
Helen Seldin

McMurtry
Malt Disney: The Hoppiest Place on Earth

Men Biking
Bryan Bates (C), Eric Staats (C), Henry Deng (C), 
Aaron Daniels, Spencer Kent, Kevin Lin, Garrett 
McMurtry, Mason Sanders, Chris Chuckran, Gabriel 
Teo, Ryan Towart, Juan Cruz, Adam Ferguson, Calvin 
Schmidt

Men Chuggers
Spencer Kent, Spencer Arrasmith, Sam Hooper, Kirk 
Kudelka, Tim Kuhnen, Will Martin, Garrett McMurtry, 
Jack Reed, Colby Sieber, Jamael Thomas, Russell 
Milton

Women Biking
Claire McWhite (C), Mary Mikell Lampton, Christa 
Nnoromele, Rebecca Maher, Elizabeth Finley, Kelsey 
Walker, Jordan Ashcraft (C), Sally Hodges-Copple, 
Roselle Naji

Women Chuggers
Maire Gavagan, Cara Miekka, Tyler Jenkins, Mary 
Mikell Lampton, Katie van Leeuwen, Kate Nicholson, 
Rebecca Roady, Lauren Rutherford, Lena Silva, Ayana 
Andalcio, Maya Carillo

Duncan
Skyyfall: Shaken not Stirred

Men Biking
Philippe Dentino (C), Eric Bastoul , Matt Winkler, Matt 
Makansi, Caleb McBride, Patrick Wilson, Rodrigo 
Estima, JB Makhani, Samir Saidi

Women Chuggers
Taryn Willet (C), Molly Horn, Michelle Bowen, Emily 
Kuhn, Allison Garza, Meaghan Ryan, Marisol 
Palomares, Rachel Poppers, Abby Corrington, Emma 
Hurt

Lovett
Forrest Drunk: Rum Forrest Rum

Men Biking
Noah Levine (C), Robert Prevost (C), Thor Walker,
Greg Aird, Christian Neal, Garrett Carmen, Eric 
Talbert

Men Chuggers
Kevin Gravesmill, Matthew Hernandez, Tejus Conner 
Mane, Xavier Oberti, Collin Shurbet, Michael 
Tilghman, Zach Timmons, Christopher Trevino (C)

Women Biking
Sarah Snyder (C), Georgia Lagoudas (C), Elizabeth 
Pina, Hadley Burroughs, Bianca Baellesio, Elaine 
Chung (C),Kristen Gagalis, Carol Nordman, Andrea 
Mansur, Lauren Lewis

Women Chuggers
Sarah Snyder, Hadley Burroughs, Amy Hilton, Min Ji 
Kim (C), Laura Blumenschein, Alicia Hernandez (C), 
Brittany Brown, Kristen Gagalis, Shannon McNa-
mara, Bri Bennett

Pit Crew
Christopher Trevino, Martin Bell, Nonso Anyigbo

Will Rice
The Hungover Games: 

May the shots be ever in your �avor

Men Biking
Eddie Reyes (C), Jorge Aceves (C), Dan Li, James 
Carpenter, Brynnan Webster, Isamu Tachibana, Nathan 
White, Nathan Joo, Alex Schmit, Nathan Alhalel

Men Chuggers
Kevin McDonough (C), Nico Carlson, Al Deliallisi,
Paul Ernster, Michael Martin, Hrothgar McClendon, 
Shan McDonell, Jonathan Myers, Omare Okotie-Eboh, 
Gregory Perin, Cody Schilling, Alex Weiss

Women's Bike Team
Sara Rhodes (C), Marion Donald (C), Elizabeth Fudge, 
Kylee Talwar, Heidi Kahle, Ellen Wendte,
Cara Sylvester, Lisa Swank, Alexandra Zambrano,
Kelly Sanders, Erika Clark, Liz Jackson

Women Chuggers
Alicia Jones (C), Leila Bell, Rosalie Berg, Angela Chun, 
Angela Guo, Lyangela Gutierrez, Rebecca Lam, Linda 
Nguyen, Elisa Sosa, Danielle Vasquez,
Ellen Wendte

Pit Crew
Joe O'Gorman (C), Daniel Podder (C), Geoffrey Holmes, 
Kevin McDonough, Kevin Maurin, Arik Patino, Victor 
Prieto, Rosalie Berg, Nana Xu, Cody Shilling

Hanszen
LumberJack Daniels

Men Biking
Kevin Shen, Rui "The" Wang, Jeremy DeMoss, Julian Berdegue, 
Chet Kupchella, Gabrien "Asian Persuasion" Clark, Alexander 
Balkum, Matthew "YEAH BOIIIII" Charles, Shep "Jedediah" 
Patterson, Jonathan "Flava Virus" Wilson (C), Brian Behring

Men Chuggers
Taylor "DJ TAY TARD" Williams, Agha "Chocolate Thunder" 
Nkama, Sam "Man Boobies" Stein, Larson "Bagels" Rogers, 
Manfredi "Questions About Lingerie" Thimote, Sergio 
"Sacapuntes" Ruiz, Mike Schubert, Henry "Mother Hen" 
Hancock, Shep "Jedediah" Patterson, Aditya "Eeyore" Kumar, 
Sterling Malory Archer

Women Biking
Kari "Captain Kar" Van Grinsven (C), Veronica Riggs, Priyanka 
"the Dude" Duuvuru, Alex Bulga, Sun Ji, Princess Diana, Hope 
Solo, Lana "Monster Hands" Kane, Jenny "Grassy Meadows" 
Cole, Frances "Can Eat More than Tyler Siegart" Hsu, Rachel 
Garber

Women Chuggers
Nupur "Super Duper" Jain, Amy Winehouse, Priyanka "the 
Dude" Duuvuru, Amanda "Panda" Wonnell, Cheryl "Autoerotic 
Asphyxiation" Tunt, Y. Ping Sun, Lindsay Lohan, Lindsay Bluth 
Fünke, Robin "Let's Go to the Mall" Scherbatsky, Tobias "Never 
Nude" Fünke, Pam "Come at me, bro" Poovey

Pit Crew
Peter Johannigman, Hurst Williamson, Manfredi "Questions 
About Lingerie" Thimote, Brandon Dawkins, Megan Palmer, 
Cameron Decel, Jennifer Xiao



CAMPUS-WIDE COORDINATORS:
ANDREW JACOBSON (BROWN '15)
SOORYA AVALI (BROWN '14)

AREA CORDINATORS:
PARADE: MEGH GORE (WIESS '16)
SECURITY: GABRIEL TEO (MCMURTRY '16)
TRACK SAFETY: DANIEL SPRINKLE (JONES '13)

RPC EXECUTIVE OFFICERS:
CATHERINE YUH (BROWN '14), RISA DIEKEN (MCMURTRY '13)
SHAURYA AGARWAL (BROWN '14), MOLLY LEINSDORF (WEISS '14)

RUPD, EMS & WELLNESS:
SGT. GARY SPEARS, LISA BASGALL, PATRICK LUCKINGBEAL

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
JOSCELYN MEJIAS (BROWN '13), TYLER WOODS (MCMURTRY '15)
PABLO HENNING (SID RICH '15)
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