
by Joey Capparella
News Editor

On Feb. 19, the V & W Permits 
Board voted to install cameras in 
Willy’s Pub.

V & W is the organization that 
holds the liquor license for both 
Valhalla and Willy’s Pub because 
Rice University cannot hold its own 
liquor license, according to Director 
of the Student Center and Campus-
Wide Programs Boyd Beckwith. 
Beckwith, the president of the V & W 
board, said the decision came about 
because of concerns about Pub’s ad-
herence to regulations.

“[The board’s] primary direc-
tive is to protect the license,” Beck-
with said. “There were concerns 
about bartender and patron behav-
ior [at Willy’s Pub.] We regularly 
get allegations about bartender be-
havior, some of which we know are 
blatantly false. We want to believe 
the employees of Pub so [the cam-
eras] will actually help us to either 
confirm or deny these allegations 
regarding service at Pub.”

Beckwith said the V & W Permits 
Board was established in 1990 when 
Texas state law changed to say that 
an individual can no longer hold a 
liquor license. 

Beckwith said the board is made 
up of himself, Assistant Director of 
Student Businesses Kerim Davis, As-
sistant Director of the Wellness Cen-
ter Marissa Howat, Director of Risk 
Management Renee Block, and three 
General Counsel members and four 
student representatives including 
the Willy’s Pub General Manager, the 
Valhalla Treasurer, a Student Associ-
ation representative and a Graduate 
Student Association representative. 
The SA and GSA representatives are 
non-voting members, Beckwith said.

Pub General Manager Helene 
Dick said there will be four cameras 
installed: one by the entrance, one 
by the back room and two behind 
the bar.

Dick said she voted against the 
decision to install the cameras. 

“The [Willy’s Pub] management 
team was opposed to the decision,” 
Dick, a Martel College junior, said. 
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by Amanda MacDonald
Thresher Staff

The student body voted against 
a $9 blanket tax for the Rice Endow-
ment For Sustainable Energy and 
Technology in the most recent Stu-
dent Association election but will 
have the chance to change its vote 
in the upcoming spring election, ac-
cording to chair of the RESET com-
mittee Savannah Ritter.

In 2010, the student body ap-
proved a $9 blanket tax for the cre-
ation of RESET fund, which allows 
students to implement projects for 
improving sustainability at Rice Uni-
versity, according to Ritter, a Martel 
College senior.

“This year marked the end of the 
initial three-year trial period,” Ritter 
said. “So students had to once again 
approve the blanket tax in order for 
RESET to continue as a permanent 
organization.”

The proposal, which required a 
two-thirds majority, failed to pass 
by a margin of 1 percent, according 
to Ritter. 

Because of the slim margin and 
the importance of RESET to the Rice 
community, the Student Senate vot-

ed to allow the question to reappear 
in the spring election, taking place 
March 11-15, according to SA Inter-
nal Vice President Nathan Liu.

Environmental Committee co-
head and RESET committee member 
Archit Chaba said he was surprised 
by the outcome of the vote.

“We really expected it to pass 
again,” Chaba, a Will Rice College 
sophomore, said. “RESET has acted 
as a liaison between students and 

the administration, for when stu-
dents have an idea but don’t know 
how to implement it.”

Liu, a Wiess College junior, 
said he believed a lack of educa-
tion about the proposal and about 
RESET’s function in general was a 
possible reason for the failure of the 
proposal to pass.

“I believe that RESET does fill an 
important role on this campus, but 
students do also deserve to know 
where their $9 every year are going,” 
Liu said.

The ballot item for the RESET pro-
posal read, “To continue to fund the 
Rice Endowment for Sustainable Ener-
gy Technology with $9 in blanket tax.”

Will Rice freshman Julianna 
Drew said she misunderstood the 
proposal and did not realize it was 
for the continuation of an existing 
tax but rather thought she was being 
asked for a new $9. 

“I support sustainability, but 
$9 per student seemed like a lot of 
money, and I don’t even know what 
they’re using it for,” Drew said.

Ritter said RESET has funded 
many successful small-scale proj-
ects such as weatherizing buildings 
and installing high efficiency toilets 

that not only help the environment, 
but also save students money.

“LED lights were recently in-
stalled in Will Rice Commons, and 
this will save $3,400 in electricity 
costs annually,” Ritter said. “There 
are plans to do the same for Lovett 
and Sid.”

Chaba said members of the 
RESET committee intend to raise 
awareness about RESET projects 
and the proposal before the next 
election. 

“We’re planning to attend each 
college’s [student government 
meetings],” Chaba said. “Before 
the last election, we didn’t do as 
good a job directly talking to every 
college.”

According to Liu, many other 
top universities have programs 
similar to RESET.

“Rice is very much a role model 
and leader in Houston and Texas,” 
Liu said. “Taking away RESET will 
not only send the message that 
Rice and its student body do not 
view our environmental impact as 
a priority, but will also set us years 
behind our peer institutions.” 

Students can vote in the spring 
election by visiting sa.rice.edu.

by Joey Capparella
News Editor

After no candidate received a 
majority of the votes in the race for 
Student Association Secretary, the 
SA held a runoff election from Feb. 
21-22, won by Nathan Andrus.

According to SA Director of Elec-
tions Monica Zatarain, the runoff 
was necessary because of election 
rules in the SA constitution.

“After the general elections, the 
Executive Committee talked about 
the constitution and determined 
that in order to follow the consti-
tution, we couldn’t just declare a 
winner based on the highest num-
ber of votes because there needed 
to be a majority,” Zatarain said.

The SA bylaws state: “In an 
election for a single office, the 
candidate receiving a majority of 
the votes cast shall be declared 
winner. If no one person receives 

a majority, a winner shall be de-
cided by preferential votes.”

In the general elections, An-
drew Ta won 38.8 percent of the 
vote to Nathan Andrus’ 32.7 and 
Muhammad Harirah’s 19.2, Zata-
rain said. Andrus won the runoff 
race 187 votes to 181 for Ta, as de-
termined by the preferential vot-
ing system.

Zatarain said the runoff race 
used a new voting system developed 
by students at Brown College.

“We had been approached pre-
viously by the Brown elections 
committee, but it was only a few 
days before the general elections 
happened, so we decided that it 
was too close a time frame to use 
the new system,” Zatarain said. 
“When [the runoff] happened, 
they had the [preferential voting] 
technology already, and we decid-
ed to use it.”
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Taking away RESET 
will ... send the mes-
sage that Rice and 
its student body do 
not view our environ-
mental impact as a 
priority.

Nathan Liu
Wiess ’14

RESET proposal to reappear in spring election

SA holds runoff vote

0see PUB, page 5

Cameras to 
be installed 
at Willy’s Pub

Courtesy riCe media

Students from Qatar and Rice University dis-
cuss issues of immigration, foreign policy, ed-
ucation and energy at the 2013 Public Diplo-
macy and Global Policy Making Colloquium.

Qatari
students 
visit Rice
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Say cheese!
Check out what other students were 
doing this week around campus. 
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Dear Readers,
As your new Editor-in-Chief and Man-

aging Editor, we wanted to take the time 
to introduce ourselves.

Rachel Marcus: I am a junior at Mc-
Murtry college, majoring in English. I have 
worked for the Thresher for three years, 
first as the News Designer and then as 
the Creative Director. I am really looking 
forward to being Editor-in-Chief this com-
ing year and will work to make a Thresher 
that serves the campus well every week. 

Molly Chiu: I am a junior at Brown Col-
lege, majoring in English. I have worked 
for the Thresher for three years, previous-
ly serving as News Editor, Local Editor, 

Assistant News Editor and Staff Writer, 
and I am excited to be taking on the role 
of Managing Editor. I am passionate about 
journalism, so you can be sure that I will 
put 110 percent effort into making the 
Thresher a great newspaper. 

We are honored to start this year-long 
journey with you. Our mission is to pro-
vide you with a newspaper devoted to 
reporting on the news, arts, sports and 
opinions that best reflect the interests 
of the student body. We are here to serve 
you, and as such, we would love to hear 
your feedback. If you see a story you like 
and want to see more of, let us know. If 
you see something that you do not agree 
with, let us know. The Thresher should 
represent the voice of the students, and 
we want to make sure that we stick to 
that mission. 

Throughout the next year, we hope to 
work more closely with other student-run 
organizations and businesses, strengthen 
the relationship between the Thresher 
and the administration, and place and 
emphasis on reporting relevant stories 
that students cannot get anywhere else. 

We are really looking forward to this 
coming year at Rice. 

Sincerely,
Rachel Marcus and Molly Chiu

EDITORIAL2

The decision by Valhalla and Willy’s 
Pub to have Pub put up four cameras is 
one the Thresher cannot support, partic-
ularly given the way in which the decision 
was made. The apparent lack of respect 
for the democratic process — especially 
demonstrated by failing to ensure all vot-
ing members were aware of the election 
and by failing to allow ample time for 
discussion of the issues being voted on — 
is even more disturbing given the magni-
tude of the issue in question. This lack of 
respect for electoral processes is unfor-
tunately something that seems endemic 
to Rice University this year as the under-
graduate student body comes out of a 
general election season that featured an 
election marred — and arguably signifi-
cantly affected — by a lack of attention to 
the proper processes. The Thresher was 
dismayed to see that none of the affected 
parties in the general election bothered 
to contest that election and is dismayed 
that there is no further recourse for Pub 
but to install the cameras as ordered.

The Thresher is also concerned by 
the decision itself. The cost of purchas-
ing and installing the cameras — about 
$3,000 — will be taken out of the student 
center’s renovation budget, which was 
allocated to Pub this year. Pub’s student 
leadership, given the choice of paying for 
the cameras out of this renovation bud-
get or out of Pub’s bottom line, made the 
obvious choice of using the renovation 
budget. However, referring to the cam-
eras as a renovation seems to the Thresh-
er like a cynical decision by V&W Per-
mits Inc., the organization which holds 
Rice’s liquor license, particularly since 
Pub now has $3,000 less to perform ac-

tual and necessary repairs and improve-
ments. There are several other negative 
externalities, including the implied lack 
of trust in Pub’s Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission-certified servers and the 
creation of an atmosphere of mistrust 
within a space that should feel safe for 
students. We do not doubt that many stu-
dents will feel less comfortable spend-
ing time at Pub despite the fact that the 
cameras will apparently only be directed 
at Pub’s employees. The installation of 
cameras implies that V&W’s board be-
lieves there is something going on in Pub 
that is worth recording. If V&W’s board 
has sufficient reason to believe underage 
students are being served at Pub, V&W 
should work with Pub’s student leader-
ship to resolve the issue immediately — 
not by installing cameras.

While the importance of Pub to Rice’s 
campus has been described in this space 
multiple times in the past, we believe 
there is value in reiterating that having 
a space on campus where students can 
consume alcohol in a social setting is 
essential to maintaining student safety. 
This belief is the primary source of the 
Thresher’s concerns about the installa-
tion of cameras discouraging students 
from frequenting Pub — if these students 
are going to be drinking, the Thresher 
would prefer that they do that drinking 
at Pub, rather than off campus or alone 
in their dorm rooms. That being said, the 
Thresher would also prefer an open Pub 
with cameras to a closed Pub without.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

“Now filming: The Land Before 21: A Pub Story”

The Rice Thresher, the official student 
newspaper at Rice University since 1916, is 
published each Friday during the school 
year, except during examination periods 
and holidays, by the students of Rice 
University.

Letters to the editor must be received by 5 
p.m. the Monday prior to publication and 
must be signed, including college and 
year if the writer is a Rice student. Letters 
should not exceed 250 words in length. The 
Thresher reserves the rights to edit letters 
for content and length and to place letters 
on our website.

 

Editorial and business offices are located on 
the second floor of the Ley Student Center:

6100 Main St., MS-524
Houston, TX 77005-1892
Phone (713) 348-4801
Fax (713) 348-5238
Email: thresher@rice.edu
Website: www.ricethresher.org

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All 
other opinion pieces represent solely the 
opinion of the piece’s author.
The Thresher is a member of the ACP, 
TIPA and CNBAM. I like going to pub on 
Whursdays. © Copyright 2013
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Letter to the editor
In a Feb. 22 commentary (“Rice financial aid 

still needs work”), James Dargan suggested that 
Rice change its policies so that external scholar-
ships do not diminish the amount of financial 
aid provided by Rice to its students. I under-
stand the basis for his suggestion, but unfortu-
nately, it cannot be implemented as easily as his 
op-ed implies, largely because of federal rules 
and regulations that govern all institutions of  
higher education.

Funding a student’s education is a coopera-
tive effort between the student’s family and the 
university. Families and their students bring 
some resources to the financial aid process, and 
Rice works out a plan to help meet the need 
when those resources fall short of fully funding 
an education.

To create a realistic and unique financial pic-
ture for families, we assess information provided 
on the FAFSA, a CSS Profile and tax returns. We 
also ask students to report scholarships from en-
tities outside the university, and we include that 
resource when we prepare the student’s financial 
aid package.

If students with need receive outside awards 
after they’ve been given our financial aid pack-
age, we reduce the self-help before reducing 
any other institutional aid. Self-help includes 
Perkins loans, subsidized federal loans and fed-
eral work-study. This system benefits students 
in a number of ways. Reducing loans is always a 
best-case scenario. Reducing federal work-study 

takes the pressure off students to have to work 
to make up a portion of their package. Students 
can still work if they choose to; however, it will 
no longer be part of their package and can go di-
rectly to other expenses. 

Because Rice uses both a federal and institu-
tional methodology to determine need, we can 
never exceed the unmet need with institutional 
aid. If we were to do a 50-50 split, as James Dar-
gan suggests, the students’ packages might ex-
ceed their need, which would have federal con-
sequences. The vast majority of universities that 
cover 100 percent of unmet need follow the same 
procedure when it comes to outside awards.

Rice has steadily increased its financial 
aid to students in need over the years and pro-
tected that aid from cuts during the recent eco-
nomic downturn that forced budget reductions 
in many other areas. We take pride that we are 
a diverse university in all areas, including so-
cioeconomic status. For example, 19 percent of 
our entering class last fall qualified for federal  
Pell grants.

Our commitment to providing an education 
that is affordable and accessible to all is reflected 
in our consistent ranking as one of the nation’s 
best-value schools. If you have questions and 
comments about financial aid, please contact me 
at fina@rice.edu.

 
Anne Walker

Director, Office of Financial Aid

thresher-ops@rice.edu 

Installation of Pub cameras a negative step

A letter from your new editors

Thresher Ops
participate in polls by voting at ricethresher.org

send letters to the editor at thresher-ops@rice.edu 
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Rice has a drinking problem. It is hard to ig-
nore the constant reminders of vomit puddles 
littering our hallways and sirens circling the 
Inner Loop, and it has become quite apparent 
that alcohol is being increasingly abused and 
misused. This misuse cannot be solved by lim-
iting the types and venues of alcohol. It can be 
solved by a fundamental change in the prac-
tices and attitudes surrounding alcohol.

For many new students, Dis-Orientation 
is the first time they will be presented with 
the option of drinking. This is a frightening 
thought because students are exposed to col-
lege drinking as solely a bingeing sport, with 
the main sources being kegs, bottles of Ever-
clear and bags of Franzia. This is where the 
problems originate. Students are introduced 
to alcohol as a means to an end (drunkenness) 
and not as a vehicle of taste and inherent plea-
sure. Dis-O could be a venue for testing the wa-
ters rather than one for jumping into the deep 
end. We, in a culture of trust and respect, in a 
community of mentorship and sharing, and at 
a school of the highest caliber, should accept 
the challenge to combat this detrimental rela-
tionship. We, as Rice students, must position 
ourselves differently than many other college 
campuses and learn to drink smarter. 

There must be a nurtured and newfound 
preference for tipsiness over drunkenness, 
cherished memories over forgotten nights, and 
coherent conversation over incomprehensible 
babble. This fundamental switch will not solve 
all problems or prevent all transports, but it 
will better prepare students for the outside 
world and help garner a greater student re-
spect for alcohol in lieu of an abusive attitude.

This nurtured preference is not a lofty ide-
al, but an achievable notion. Culture begins 
at the residential colleges, and the events and 
decisions made here surrounding alcohol are 
important. In place of kegs in the quad, as-
sorted bottled beers would bring about a cul-
ture of quality over quantity. At private parties, 
the supplement, not the centerpiece, should 
be alcohol. Time and consideration of theme 
and decoration, as well as some form of en-
tertainment, will lessen partygoers’ perceived 
need to get drunk. Alcohol is discussed dur-
ing Orientation Week more as an abusive tool 
than as a vehicle for enjoyment, and chang-
ing this can help alter the initial perceptions 
of its use. Upperclassmen can play a key role, 
hosting events such as beer tastings, choosing 
margaritas instead of punch and serving food 
at gatherings. We must teach those who are 
unaware how to prepare enjoyable and taste-
ful drinks; an organization or student-taught 

course could help disseminate these recipes 
throughout campus. Also, public parties can 
opt for a signature drink over just getting 
kegs. This simple repurposing of alcohol can 
achieve lasting effects to the alcohol and par-
tying culture at Rice and will slowly help to 
mature and develop the social culture.

This piece is not a case against immaturity. 
There are times in our lives when immaturity 
is necessary and crucial to our development. 
While letting off steam is good, there is a time, 
a place and a group of people with which stu-
dents can afford to let off steam. These param-
eters create safety and respect around a situa-
tion and allow for contingency plans.

Furthermore, hard liquor is not inherently  
dangerous, but at many universities, it is be-
ing used dangerously. The danger is in not 
using it safely, and when taste over proof is 
the goal, hard liquor can help students fa-
vor tipsiness over drunkenness. Tasting and 
enjoying hard liquor drinks can prevent stu-
dents from abusing these drinks when they 
are confronted with them later in life. These 
suggestions do not necessarily equate to 
more expensive drinking. By increasing qual-
ity and decreasing quality, the costs can even 
out. Furthermore, the cost of the alcohol is 
not the only way to better the quality. Well-
thought out recipes can also help to better 
the quality, and still allow students to enjoy  
the taste.

This viewpoint will not stop people from 
surpassing their limits, but neither will the 
Alcohol Policy Advisory Committee’s recom-
mendations or many other suggested notions. 
My recommendations will not stop people 
from feeling sick, blacking out or making poor 
decisions. However, it will change the way in 
which the Rice community views these things 
and hopefully help lessen the number of those 
who abuse alcohol. These cultural changes 
will not be apparent immediately, but let us 
begin the process. Let us begin to break the 
cycle of abuse, misuse and irresponsible be-
havior in favor of respectful, responsible and 
congenial behavior. Let us be better, bolder 
and wiser than those before us, and let us 
finally see the importance of tipsiness over 
drunkenness, cherished memories over for-
gotten nights, and coherent conversation over  
incomprehensible babble.

    
                Shaan Patel is a  
McMurtry College junior.

Spiritual wellness on campus un-
dervalued and in need of respect

Rice community must embrace a 
new positive attitude toward alcohol

Shaan Patel

Alcohol is discussed during 
Orientation Week more as 
an abusive tool than as a 
vehicle for enjoyment, and 
changing this can help alter 
the initial perceptions of  
its use.

Two weeks ago, we traveled to the Uni-
versity of Chicago for Coming Together 6, an 
interfaith student leadership conference. The 
weekend featured lectures, dialogues and in-
terfaith activities presented to a group of pas-
sionate students and community leaders from 
different faith traditions. Interacting with 
these individuals gave us a new perspective 
on the gamut of spiritual programming pres-
ent on American campuses, such as chap-
lains, offices of religious life, interfaith cha-
pels and interfaith councils.

Energized by the initiatives devoted to 
spiritual life at other campuses, we consid-
ered Rice University’s situation. Our conclu-
sions were discouraging, but let us paint  
the picture.

Central to religious life at Rice are student 
faith groups, led for the most part by the Joint 
Campus Ministers. These ministers are out-
sourced from the community and, for the most 
part, have their own congregations outside of 
Rice. The group of JCMs meets twice each se-
mester, but attendance is not mandatory, and 
collaboration between different ministers is 
limited. More concerning, the JCMs only in-
clude representatives from two faith groups: 
Christians and Jews. Thus, students outside of 
the Judeo-Christian tradition are left without 
campus-supported adult representatives.

The Boniuk Center for the Study and Ad-
vancement of Religious Tolerance at Rice 
University also plays a part in the religious 
landscape on campus. However, the center’s 
focus to date has been to foster interfaith en-
gagement in the Houston community rather 
than to nurture spiritual wellness among Rice 
students. Thus, the Boniuk Center does not 
currently take responsibility for promoting 
spiritual well-being on our campus.

When it comes to sacred spaces, Rice does 
have the Rice Memorial Chapel, an “inter-
faith” chapel. However, its organ and altar 
limit its use to the Judeo-Christian tradition. 
Stationary pews impede students of the Mus-
lim, Hindu and Buddhist traditions from us-
ing the floor for worship.

Other sacred spaces on campus are lack-
ing. For example, on Friday afternoons, many 
Muslim students gather to pray at the Kyle 
Morrow Room in Fondren Library. However, 
Muslims must pray five times a day, and dur-
ing other prayer times throughout the week, 
the only space reserved for these prayers is a 
tiny groom closet off of the “interfaith” cha-
pel. When weddings take place in the chapel, 
off-campus Muslims who cannot return to 
their bedrooms have no place to pray.

Our observation has led us to believe cer-
tain religious populations on campus are 
grossly underserved. Rice needs to take steps 
to remedy the situation.

Some posit that top research institutions 
should not dedicate resources to religious life, 
that the university should be a secular space. 
However, the Judeo-Christian leanings of the 
JCMs and Rice Memorial Chapel convince us 
that Rice does not maintain a fully secular 
campus. Moreover, the overwhelming major-
ity of other prestigious secular universities 
in the United States offer at least an Office of 
Religious Life, if not significant religious- and 
non-religious-based programming.

Thus, Rice should take ownership of its 
religious life by instating an Office of Spiri-
tual Life with a full-time director. At the 
University of Chicago, we met Elizabeth 
Davenport, who directs the Spiritual Life Of-
fice and spearheads the interreligious cen-
ter there with a sense of dignity and respect 
for all religious and nonreligious groups. 
By not supporting a full-time Office of Spiri-
tual Life on campus, Rice administration al-
lows spiritual wellness to be neglected and  
unintentionally monopolized.

By not dedicating adequate resources and 
space to spirituality, students who do not fit 
into the majority religions at Rice are left with-
out a place to go. Just as the Wellness Center 
helps students take ownership of their physi-
cal and mental well-being, there should be 
access to chaplains and personnel who can 
nourish students’ spiritual well-being. We 
propose that such a program could even fos-
ter better mental health on campus. A diverse 
group of chaplains with office hours could 
provide spiritual counseling as an alternative 
to clinical counseling, which would be benefi-
cial for students who may be questioning their 
faith or lifestyle. This program would not be 
exclusive to one particular faith; Harvard Uni-
versity, for example, employs a diverse group 
of chaplains which even includes atheists  
and humanists.

JCMs could serve as these chaplains but 
should have to apply to maintain their re-
lationship with the university. They should 
receive training and oversight and hail from 
all faith groups represented by Rice students. 
All religious and nonreligious leaders should 
maintain respect for each other and for other 
religious groups on campus and be mindful 
when sharing their faiths with others.

We should also invest in specific spaces de-
voted to each religious tradition represented 
at Rice. The University of Houston has a cha-
pel without pews in its religious center which 
doubles as a Muslim prayer space. At the Uni-
versity of Chicago, there are Muslim and Hin-
du prayer rooms, and students who are athe-
ist, agnostic or who simply do not belong to 
one particular religious tradition are welcome 
to use the center’s Uncommon Room.

By not taking a stance on spiritual life on 
campus, the Rice administration neglects an 
essential element of the human experience. 
Enhancing spiritual life at Rice has nothing to 
do with challenging secularism; it has to do 
with students’ well-being and the creation of 
a campus where every person feels that his or 
her views and doubts are valued. 

   
                Trent Navran is a McMurtry College 
sophomore, Dandan Liu is a Brown College 

junior and Lara Wik is a Brown College senior.

Trent Navran, Dandan Liu and Lara Wik
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by Sarah Frazier
For the Thresher

A bioengineering research group at Rice 
University recently made an important dis-
covery in finding that an antibiotic could 
be useful in reducing calcification of heart 
valves. 

Calcifications turn a normally flexible 
and strong heart valve into a rocky struc-
ture, according to associate professor of bio-
engineering Jane Grande-Allen, whose lab 
published the findings.

“[The heart valves] can’t open and close 
normally,” Grande-Allen, the deputy speak-
er of the Faculty Senate, said. “They actu-
ally get to the point where they can barely 
open at all. The only treatment [right now] 
is to have a surgeon go in and replace [the 
heart valve]. There aren’t any medications 
for valve disease.”

The discovery was published in Car-
diovascular Engineering and Technology 
this past January and could lead to preven-
tive measures or treatment down the line, 
Hanszen College senior Aditya Kumar, who 
has worked in the lab since his freshman 
year, said.

“The issue with gentamicin is that it’s 
really toxic,” Kumar said. “It causes kidney 
damage and hearing damage. If you can un-
derstand the mechanism by which it’s af-
fecting calcium content rather than actually 
giving gentamicin, that would be the ideal 
treatment.”

Kumar said he wanted to see how the an-
tibiotic gentamicin would affect heart cells 
and calcification.

“It was kind of an accidental finding,” 
Kumar said. “I saw that [gentamicin] re-
duced calcification. In other cell types, you 
wouldn’t want to have lower calcium con-
tent. It’s something associated with cell 
death.”

The group was looking into the antibiotic 
gentamicin to treat contaminated heart cell 
cultures when they came across the discov-
ery, Grande-Allen said.

According to Grande-Allen, calcium en-
ters a cell and its organelles by binding to 
a specific type of receptor, but gentamicin 
competes with calcium for the same recep-
tor and reduces the amount of calcium that 
can enter the cell.

Grande-Allen said the next step is to per-
form experiments regulating calcium recep-
tors and to look broadly at how different 
genes and proteins are affected.

Most of the experiments leading to this 
discovery were led by Kumar, according to 
Grande-Allen.

“This is his own project,” Grande-Allen 
said. “He really took the lead in that. He did 
even more experiments than we actually 
published.”

Kumar also worked with bioengineer-
ing graduate student Dena Wiltz to design 
and carry out the gentamicin experiments, 
Grande-Allen said.

“I met with [Wiltz] and [Kumar] when 
they were planning their experiments,” 
Grande-Allen said. “I had a large role in the 
experimental design. I talked a lot about 
that, even if I wasn’t the one in the lab pipet-
ting anything.”

Kumar said his time in Grande-Allen’s lab 
has been valuable.

“Going through the process of hav-
ing a hypothesis, performing experiments 
and then writing what you found is pretty 
valuable if you want to move into graduate 
school or academia,” Kumar said.

Brown College sophomore Julia Liu said 
she thought the medical advancement is im-
pressive.

“I think it’s really great that we’re making 
scientific discoveries like this on our cam-
pus,” Liu said.

by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

Be on the lookout for new outdoor re-
cycling bins that have just been installed 
around campus.One bin was installed 
in front of Duncan Hall, and one was 
installed in front of the Rice Memorial 
Center, Student Association new student 
representative and Environmental Com-
mittee member Ryan Saathoff said. 

Both bins were installed on Feb. 5, 
Manager of Communications for Facili-
ties Engineering and Planning Susann 
Glenn said.

According to Director of the Adminis-
trative Center for Sustainability and En-
ergy Management Richard Johnson, the 
project was led by Director of Custodial 
Services and the Grounds Department 
Eusebio Franco and Grounds Superinten-
dent Ron Smith.

“We’ve been wanting to do this for 
years,” Johnson said. “From student en-
vironmental leaders to student project 
teams from [ENST 302: Environmental Is-
sues: Rice into the Future] to the leaders 
of FE&P and beyond, many groups want-
ed to see recycling expanded to outdoor 
containers.”

The first challenge was providing dif-
ferent bins for each type of recyclable 
material, Johnson said.

“We recently were able to switch to 
single-stream recycling, which means 
that recyclables like plastic bottles, alu-
minum cans, cardboard, paper and glass 
can all go into a single bin,” Johnson 
said. “So that dramatically reduced the 
number of outdoor containers that we 
would need.”

According to Johnson, cost has posed 
and will continue to pose a large chal-
lenge to expanding the program to in-
clude more outdoor bins.

“It’s much cheaper to purchase re-
cycling containers for indoor use than 
for outdoor use,” Johnson said. “What 
we decided to do was to take a couple 
of outdoor trash containers that were 
underused and repurpose them as recy-
cling bins, with appropriate markings of 
course. So we didn’t have to spend a lot of 
money to give this a try.”

The outdoor recycling bins are a pilot 
project, and for long-term success, they 
will have to be used both appropriately 
and well, Johnson said.

SA new student representative and 
Environmental Committee member An-
gela Masciale worked in a joint effort 
with Saathoff to help bring the recycling 
project to life.

“I think Rice is becoming more envi-
ronmentally friendly, and I’m constantly 
wondering, ‘Oh, I can recycle this piece 
of plastic, but I’m outside, and I have 
to go into the commons and find a recy-
cling bin,’” Masciale, a Hanszen College 
freshman, said. “I think having outdoor 
recycling bins … [is] logical. If you have 
them indoors, why don’t you have them 
outdoors?”

Professor in the practice of humani-
ties Logan Browning said he thinks the 
bins are another way Rice can be a good 
member of the Houston community.

“Our mayor at this very moment is 
campaigning to get a large grant where 
we can have a very sophisticated system 
of recycling all over the city,” Browning 
said. 

Researchers find drug 
to bolster healthy hearts

Recycling finds outdoor 
home in new containers
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RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Feb. 20 - March 5, 2013.

Residential Colleges
Martel College
Lovett College
Lovett College
McMurtry College
Sid Richardson College
Will Rice College
Sid Richardson College

Other Buildings
Anderson Biology Labs

Other Locations
Entrance 3
Rice Blvd.

Feb. 20
Feb. 23
Feb. 25
Feb. 27
March 2 
March 3
March 5

March 5

Feb. 24
March 3

Theft of Bicycle
Theft of Bicycle
Theft of Bicycle
Theft of Bicycle
Theft of Bicycle
Theft of Bicycle
Theft of Bicycle

Theft of Cell Phone

Failure to ID, cleared by arrest
DUI, cleared by arrest

by Sana Yaklur
Thresher Staff

Many faiths fill the world, and the similari-
ties between them are the theme of Rice Inter-
faith Week from March 4-10, according to Rice 
Interfaith Week coordinator Dandan Liu.

Liu, a Brown College junior, said she came 
up with the idea while meditating at a Zen Bud-
dhist temple.

“I knew there were different religious stu-
dent clubs at Rice, and I thought it would be 
awesome for them to talk about and share their 
beliefs so that we not only learn about other 
religions, but also show [that] they intersect,” 
Liu said.

Interfaith Week is also a celebration of reli-
gious diversity, said Liu.

“When we talk about our identity, we talk 
about our major or our residential college,” Liu 
said. “But religion is a big part of our identity, 
too. I wanted to bring attention to that through 
Interfaith Week.”

According to Liu, Interfaith Week celebrates 
not only Christianity, Judaism and Islam, but 
also beliefs and philosophies such as Sikhism, 
Tibetan Buddhism, Jainism, and even atheism 
and agnosticism.

To accommodate this variety of religious 
identities, Interfaith Week consisted of a large 
number of activities, according to Liu. Among 
the various activities during the week were a 
Kundalini yoga session and talk on Sikhism by 
Guru Giankaur Khalsa, a one-hour Zen Bud-
dhist meditation session and an introductory 
Tai Chi session hosted by the Shaolin Acad-
emy. Additionally, there were interfaith lunch 
tables and an Interfaith Cupcake Night where 
there were musical performances by students 
expressing their worldviews.

The week also featured various Open Days 

of Worship hosted by the Muslim Student As-
sociation, Rice Hillel and the Catholic Student 
Association, according to Max Katner, a co-co-
ordinator of Interfaith Week.

The culminating event for the week is the 
Speed Faithing Dinner Saturday, March 9, ac-
cording to Liu.

“In this dinner, we’ll bring representatives 
of Judaism; Christianity, including Mormon-
ism; atheism; Hinduism; Tibetan Buddhism; 
and Islam,” Liu said. “They’ll have 15 minutes 
to present the main tenets of their worldview. 
Afterward, we will have a dinner and engage in 
interfaith conversations.”

In order to make this week possible, Liu 
said she reached out to Brown senior Lara Wik, 
who had been involved with the Boniuk Center 
for Religious Tolerance for a year and a half, 
and Katner, a Will Rice College sophomore, as 
well as Boniuk Center Director Mike Pardee 
and various religious student organizations.

Pardee said he became involved with Inter-
faith Week because he believed its goals and 
the Boniuk Center’s goals aligned very well.

“I think at some level, the mission of Rice 
Interfaith Week is the same as that of the Bo-
niuk Center,” Pardee said. “I think they have 
the same two goals. One is to build relations 
among and between people of different faiths 
or no faith, and the other is to build interreli-
gious literacy. In other words, we want people 
to know other people from other religions and 
also about those religions.”

Wik said she believes an Interfaith Week will 
start a much-needed discussion on religious life.

“I think, right now, religious life is very 
underrepresented,” Wik said. “It’s important 
to get religious life out into the open at Rice 
and get a discussion going about it. It’s also 
important to get different people of different 
religions who wouldn’t normally interact to 
participate in these discussions.”

Interfaith Week honors 
the diversity of religion “Willy’s Pub represents a safe place to drink on 

campus. We don’t want to discourage people 
from coming.” 

Dick said Pub already has security measures 
in place to protect students.

“All bartenders are caregiver trained and [Tex-
as Alcoholic Beverage Commission] certified,” 
Dick said. “They’re here on the job to make sure 
you are being served safely and per the law.”

Beckwith, however, said the cameras were in-
tended to protect bartenders.

“It’s an industry standard,” Beckwith said. “If 
students were to go to pubs in the village, they’ll 
see that they have cameras around the bar area. 
Many bartenders appreciate the ability to see 
what’s on camera.”

Dick said the cost of the cameras, including 
installation, was estimated at $3,000.

According to Beckwith, the cost of the cam-
eras will be covered by a budget of $10,000 to 
$15,000 that the student center previously grant-
ed to Willy’s Pub for renovations. 

“[The renovations budget] is money that the 
student center said it would provide to Pub to 
help it go to its new business model,” Beckwith 
said. “Clearly, [the cameras] are a priority, be-
cause if they lose their license, they don’t have a 
business model to go on.”

Dick said Willy’s Pub had other plans for reno-
vations before the camera decision was made.

“We had tentative plans for more booths and 
possibly purchasing a pool table,” Dick said. 
“Those renovations are now up in the air.”

However, Dick said she did understand why 
the V & W board made the decision.

“From my understanding, it’s in V & W’s best 
interest to try and proactively protect its [alcohol] 
license,” Dick said. “The goal is to ensure bar-

tenders are observing TABC and V & W policy. 
While it would have made good reality TV, there 
will be no cameras pointed at the general pa-
tron areas. The cameras are there to primarily 
observe the bartenders employed by V & W.”

Beckwith said the student center and the V & 
W board has Pub’s best interests in mind.

“We know there’s a concern that students 
will think it is big brother trying to get them in 
trouble,” Beckwith said. “[Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission] officers have visited pub in 
the past, and we’re really just trying to protect 
the license and the employees. We don’t want 
them to do anything that will jeopardize their 
careers post-Rice. We’d rather keep Pub doing 
the right thing for years to come rather than 
do something that could potentially take the 
license away.”

Jones College senior Michael Huang said he 
understands the reasoning behind the decision 
and hopes that the cameras will be used appro-
priately. 

“I think they’re definitely going with the cor-
rect approach because there’s so much awareness 
of the alcohol problem on campus,” Huang said. 
“But it’s good they’re only looking at the cameras 
when they need to. It’s important [to not be] over-
aggressive because you don’t want to make an 
uneasy atmosphere, especially for student-run 
businesses.”

McMurtry College junior Bili Yin says that she 
is concerned about the cameras affecting Pub’s 
business. 

“I do think [the camera installation] will de-
crease underage drinking, and from the perspec-
tive of SJP, the administration, and those con-
cerned with safety, that’s a good thing,” Yin said. 
“But I also think that Pub could potentially lose a 
lot of business, and I don’t think the student body 
wants that. The relaxed, laid back atmosphere is 
part of the reason people love Pub so much, and I 
think that will be compromised by the cameras.”

0PUB
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The Dow Jones 
reaches high 
 
In 2007 the Dow Jones hit an all-time low
And economic growth was very slow
But even the unemployment and sequester
Could not deter the enterprising investor
Now the Dow is at an all-time high
Some feel good times are nearby
Others though think the end is near
And that there is no reason for the cheer

The Dow Jones reached an all-time high Tues-
day after the financial crisis of 2007. Some 
analysts feel it is a sign of a growing economy 
while others feel it is merely a bubble.

Venezuela President 
Hugo Chavez dies
Hugo Chavez was Venezuela’s strong man
Who the United States was not the big-
gest fan
However, there were many who did adore
His standing up for the poor
But capitalism and democracy he did not 
respect
And his power often went unchecked
 
Hugo Chavez, the often-bombastic presi-
dent of Venezuela passed away this Tues-
day due to complications involving cancer. 
His country is left without a clear leader.

NEWS IN RHYME

Spaceports are the future
City of Houston Department of Aviation Direc-
tor Mario Diaz announced the possibility of a 
new spaceport for Houston’s Ellington Field. 
This spaceport would allow for suborbital 

trips with a drastic reduction in travel time. 
For instance, a flight to Singapore on a 
special spacecraft would take three hours at 
a speed of Mach 3 or 4 at the edge of space 
(around 80,000-100,000 feet above Earth). 
Diaz said the license had been submitted and 
could take 15 to 18 months for approval. 

LOCAL NEWS IN BRIEF

Zatarain said turnout was lower for this 
runoff election in comparison for the gen-
eral election. According to the results, 368 
students voted in the runoff election compared 
with 1,188 students in the general election.

“Honestly, it’s just one position versus a lot of 
positions,” Zatarain said. “People vote for the po-
sition that they want to vote for or the candidate 
they want to vote for. In the general elections, 

people log in for that, and they are forced to 
vote for everything else. With [the runoff], it was 
people who were invested in voting for this one 
position.”

Lovett College senior Nivriti Chowdhry said 
she did not vote in the runoff but that she noticed 
less publicity for this runoff compared to the 
general election. Chowdhry said she received no 
publicity about the runoff from the SA and only 
noticed promotion by the candidates themselves. 

“Everyone who was running marketed the 
general election, but only the people running for 
secretary marketed the runoff,” Chowdhry said.

0SA
 from page 1
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Houston hip-hop leaders gathered Tuesday, March 5 at the Rice Memorial Center Grand Hall to discuss hip-hop in the past and present. Among the panelists were the CEOs of local record label, 
Swishahouse and recording artists Chamillionaire and Lil’ Keke. Mad Hatta of local radio station 97.9 the Box moderated the panel.

Soorya avali/threSher
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Sid Richardson College senior Alexander Karge stars as Shylock in BakerShake’s produc-
tion of The Merchant of Venice.

Students from all colleges participate in BakerShake’s production of The Merchant of Ven-
ice. For more information, see p. 8. 

Graduate student Nicholas Browne enjoys lunch from the Ambassador Cafe while sporting 
a trendy wolf shirt.

THIS WEEK IN PHOTOS
Isabella adamIak/thresher torI laxalt/thresher
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MUSE
The Toyota Center hosts Gram-
my Award-winning rock band 
Muse. The group, known for its 
energetic and ambitious per-
formances, will be showcasing 
music from its sixth album, The 
2nd Law. Don’t miss your chance 
to see this world-class show live 
March 12. Tickets range from 
$45-65; doors open at 6 p.m.

The Toyota Center
1610 Polk St.

www.houstontoyotacen-
ter.com

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Kaylen and Ellen’s picks for 

events outside the hedges, 
both around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

RACHEL MADDOW
Indulge your inner liberal at the 
Progressive Forum Houston, 
where Rachel Maddow will be 
discussing her new best-selling 
book Drift. Maddow hosts a 
critically acclaimed show, The 
Rachel Maddow Show, on MS-
NBC and regularly contributes 
political analysis to media out-
lets. March 10, 7:30 p.m; tickets 
range from $19-79.

Wortham Theater Center
501 Texas Ave.

www.progressiveforum-
houston.org

KEROUAC FEST
The Orange Show Center for 
Visionary Art presents Kerouac 
Fest on March 9 from 3-10 p.m. 
The event includes several per-
formances, readings, panel dis-
cussions, and analysis and re-
flection on the Beat Generation. 
It’s an event fans of American 
literature shouldn’t miss. Tick-
ets are $10 in advance, $15 at the 
door.

Orange Show Center for 
Visionary Art

2402 Munger St.
orangeshow.org

A FEW GOOD MEN
Aaron Sorkin’s first play will 
be running at the Alley Theatre 
March 6-24. A Few Good Men, 
based on true events, is an intense 
courtroom drama about the Ma-
rine code of honor. Enjoy a night 
out at the theater and experience 
this suspenseful, critically ac-
claimed production. Tickets range 
from $26-68. 7:30 p.m. Tue.-Thu., 
Sun. 8 p.m. Fri and Sat, 2:30 p.m. 
matinees Sat and Sun.

Alley Theatre
615 Texas St.

www.alleytheatre.org

Strong acting makes Merchant of Venice a success 
by Farrah Madanay

Thresher Staff

Last year’s Baker Shakespeare cast and crew 
failed to impress in The Winter’s Tale with both 
poor enunciation and technical execution. This 
year, under the command of Haley Cooper, who 
co-directed 2011’s Hamlet, the cast and crew bid 
adieu to the execution flaws of yesteryear. Coo-
per and company tackle the Bard’s controversial 
yet comedic play The Merchant of Venice in the 
44th annual production of Baker Shake. Judeo-
Christian tensions flare, and revenge and mercy 
take center stage in this three-hour production.

In The Merchant of Venice, Bassanio (Baker 
College senior Duarte Costeira) is in love with 

Portia (Hanszen College senior Nicki Pariseau), 
an heiress from Belmont bound by her late fa-
ther’s will to marry the suitor who correctly 
chooses from three caskets. To fund his overseas 
journey, Bassanio asks his friend, the merchant 
Antonio (Hanszen junior Omar Tariq), to make 
a bond with moneylender and Jew Shylock (Sid 
Richardson College senior Alex Karge). Anto-
nio, a Christian, begrudgingly agrees to a deal 
with Shylock: 3,000 ducats for three months, 
and if he does not pay it back, Shylock may cut 
a pound of flesh from Antonio’s body. Though 
Bassanio chooses the correct casket, he hur-
ries back to Venice with a heavy heart when he 
learns Antonio was unable to repay the loan. 
Antonio’s life is on trial, but Portia, disguised 
as a lawyer, intercedes and saves Antonio  
from peril.

From the expressive lovers’ interactions to 
the earnest asides and monologues, each scene 
is executed with 16th-century flair. The actors 
are as easy to hear as Shakespeare’s plot is to 
follow. Casting is spot-on for the comedic perso-
nas Lancelet Giobbe (Baker junior Travis Hoyt) 
and Portia’s suitors. Hoyt is a crackup with his 
impeccable comedic timing and voice altera-
tions. Reynaldo Valdez (Hanszen ’06) as Prince 
of Morocco is a big presence onstage. He delivers 
a hilarious performance with his overconfident 
hand gestures and thinking process as he se-
lects a casket. Michael Paras (Jones College ’12), 
who also excels in his opening monologue as 
commedia dell’arte Arlecchino, plays the Prince 
of Arragon. He struts confidently onstage, un-
fazed by his short stature as he measures up 
next to Portia. Paras’ height discrepancy adds 
just as much comedy as his quick dialogue and 
exaggerated facial expressions do.

Costeira offers a convincing performance 
as an earnest suitor whose love for Portia is 

matched only by his loyalty to Antonio. Tariq 
and Pariseau are supported by a passion-
ate right-hand man and woman, respectively, 
whose subtle sass, whether an eye roll or a sar-
castic shriek of delight, is a welcome break to 
otherwise tense or overly affectionate scenes. 
Tariq himself, however, seems devoid of emo-
tion. Even when he spits in Shylock’s face or 
his life is on trial, he is too illogically even-
tempered. Pariseau, a veteran of Rice University 
theater, gives a solid performance in her role as 
Portia. Her giddy interactions with her waiting-
maids and expressions of disgust at the suitors 
are compelling behaviors of a rich heiress. Un-
fortunately, her performance as the lawyer falls 
short. What should be commanding and nota-
ble protofeminist performance, especially with 
Shakespeare’s “Quality of Mercy” monologue, 
ends up a mild necessity to move the play along.

Karge as Shylock delivers the standout per-
formance of the play. Plaudits on plaudits go 
to Karge for his acting as one of Shakespeare’s 
most ambivalent, complex and memorable 
characters. Karge dwarfs his Christian counter-
part Tariq in personality and passion. Beyond 
his his obviously fake beard and moustache, 
his patronizing happiness when Antonio needs 
his help, his bitterness toward the Christians, 
his miserly condemnation of his daughter, and 
his merciless rhetoric in court all contribute to 
an entrancing performance. Karge especially 
does Shylock justice in his performance of the 
famous “Hath not a Jew eyes?” monologue. 
Karge’s controlled conviction, resentment 
and spite effect an ambivalent response to his  
vindictive character.

The subplot of lovers Lorenzo (Baker fresh-
man Ethan Agrawal) and Jessica (Lovett College 
freshman Nicole Moody) is weak to the point 
that it is expendable. Agrawal is sweet but forget-
table, and Moody’s constantly forlorn demeanor 
is an irksome interpretation of Shakespeare’s 
arguably most callous character of the play. 
The simple set of a wide stage, with the occa-
sional table or chaise, and gray brick bridge fa-
cade gives prominence to the characters and cos-
tumes. A cutout of a town or a castle silhouette 
frames red curtains and is an ingenious yet un-
derstated backdrop for every scene. Lighting de-
sign by J. Cameron Cooper is as simple as the set 
but effective in its use of broad and spot lighting. 
Transitions are demarcated by corny Renais-
sance music, which emanated through the 
dark Baker Commons from speakers behind 
the audience. Live music from the onstage gui-
tarist (Bryce Eakin, Brown College ’08) and 
recorder player (Joseph Lockett, Hanszen ’91)  
would be better.

From the bosom-bearing hoop-skirt 
dresses to the Venetian ribbon-laden capes, 
hats and breeches, the costume construction 
is intricately detailed and works well to co-
herently complement or hysterically sub-
vert each character’s either regal or lewd 
personality.

Overall, both the cast and crew have the 
endurance and expertise to deliver an ex-
cellent rendition of The Merchant of Venice. 
The cast is impressive and versatile, and 
the plain use of set and lighting elegantly 
complements the action on stage.

The Merchant of Venice

A-
March 7-9, 14-16 at 8 p.m.
Director: Haley Cooper
Producer: Travis Hoyt
The Rundown: Love, loyalty and religious 
intolerance converge in Baker Shake-
speare’s rendition of the Bard’s dramatic 
comedy, The Merchant of Venice.

Isabella adamIak/Thresher
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This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser
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God of War — his PlayStation 3 exclusive game serves 
as a prequel to the God of War series and is the seventh 
title in the collection. Telling the story of Ares’ betrayal of 
Kratos, the source of his rage, and his quest for freedom, 
the game includes new combat mechanics, improved on-
line game play and multiplayer support for the first time in 
the history of the franchise. 

Oz the Great and Powerful — The first American film from 
Danish director Niels Arden Oplev, who previously found in-
ternational success with his adaptations of the best-selling 
Millennium Trilogy, is a provocative neo-noir thriller. When a 
police enforcer (Colin Farrell, In Bruges) is irresistibly drawn 
to a complete stranger (Noomi Rapace, Prometheus), their 
shared desire for revenge leads to violence and dangerous 
realizations about their families. R. 118 min.

People, Hell & Angels  —  A collection of 12 never-before-
released studio recordings from Jimi Hendrix, one of the most 
influential musicians of the 20th century, this album showcases 
tracks featuring Hendrix developing material with ensembles 
outside the Jimi Hendrix Experience trio. Featuring appear-
ances from saxophonist Lonnie Youngblood, guitarist Larry 
Lee and frequent partners Buddy Miles and Billy Cox, this new 
group of songs proves the masterwork of the rhythmic guitar 
legend and the legacy he left on rock music.

The Next Day — The first studio album in 10 years from rock 
legend David Bowie came as a surprise to fans on the star’s 
66th birthday. Still, after two years of recording, Bowie’s 24th 
collection of original songs is finally being released. Contain-
ing thought-provoking, strange ballads and dark melodies, 
the album has already received widespread critical acclaim 
and looks to mark the start of a comeback for the previously 
out-of-the-spotlight musician.

Dead Man Down — The first major blockbuster of 2013 stars 
James Franco (127 Hours) as the Wizard of Oz himself in this fantasy 
prequel to the 1937 cinema classic. After a circus magician finds him-
self whisked away to the magical Land of Oz, he must put his magical 
arts to the test when his new world is threatened by three mysterious 
witches. Also starring Mila Kunis (Black Swan) and Michelle Williams 
(My Week with Marilyn), Disney hopes to start a new franchise with 
this family adventure and is banking on large box office receipts after 
a lukewarm 2012. PG. 130 min. (Also in IMAX and 3-D)

Life of pi — The winner of four Academy Awards, including 
best director (Ang Lee) and best cinematography, this epic tale of 
reality versus fantasy delighted critics and audiences alike this 
past fall. Based on the novel by Yann Martel, the plot involves a 
boy stranded on a lifeboat in the middle of the ocean with a Ben-
gal tiger, fighting for his survival and questioning his faith along 
the way. Bonus features include behind the scenes documenta-
ries, deleted scenes and production still galleries. (Also in 3-D)
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Reed Thornburg
Thresher Editorial Staff

Tarantino’s 
directorial debut

Aurora Picture Show presents moving image art
by Ellen Trinklein

A&E Editor

On Wednesday afternoon, six students 
visited a nonprofit media arts center called 
the Aurora Picture Show to learn about the 
history and use of film as an art medium, 
an event organized by Art Lab.

Founded in 1998 by Andrea Grover, the 
Aurora Picture Show is an art center on 
Bartlett Street that seeks to “expand the 
cinematic experience and promote the un-
derstanding and appreciation of moving 
image art,” according to its website. Au-
rora hosts a large library of noncommer-
cial films open to the public, ranging from 
some of the first films made in the early 
1900s to films made by contemporary and 
local artists.

Wednesday’s trip to the Aurora was or-
ganized to initiate a discussion on film as 
an art medium and to help students under-
stand the progression of film as an art form 
over the past 130 years. 

Education is one of the foremost goals 
of Aurora, according to Camilo Gonzalez, 
Aurora’s media arts education manager.

“We’re really interested in encouraging 
appreciation for moving image art,” Gon-
zalez said. “[People] think [moving pic-
ture art] is something with a lot of layers 
and complexities, and it’s hard to sell. It’s 
hard to get society to fall in love with [art 
films], even though we’re such a visual so-
ciety, so we show a lot of films, especially 
experimental art not shown anywhere else. 
We are also very interested in promoting  
local artists.”

The event began with an overview of 
film history, followed by a series of short 
films highlighting various filmmaking 
techniques.

According to Gonzalez, the first thing 
film allowed artists to do was manipulate 
time in a way they had never before been 
able to. To demonstrate the role this revo-
lutionary idea played in early film, the first 
film shown to the group was Building Up 
and Demolishing the Star Theater (1901) 
by F.S. Armitage. This film, one of the first 
ever to challenge the traditional perception 
of everyday life, is a short time-lapse show-
ing the demolishing of a building in New 
York City in reverse. 

Gonzales showed other films that simi-
larly emphasized the aspect of time, includ-
ing One Year Performance (1979), in which 
the director takes a picture of himself and 
stamps a timesheet every hour for a year. 

Next, Gonzalez showed films that high-
light the human condition and that edit 
already-made film and media in order 
to create something music or new film  
interpretations. 

Highlights in these categories were 
People in Order: 1. Age (2006), directed 

by James Price and Lenka Clayton, which 
showed the diversity of life from ages 1 to 
100; Are You the Favorite Person of Anybody 
(2005) by Miranda July and Miguel Arteta, 
in which a businessman (John C. Reilly) 
asks passersby whether they are anybody’s 
favorite person; and The Clock (2010) by 
Christian Marclay, a 24-hour film that splic-
es together clips from films about each spe-
cific minute. 

Gonzalez said that what is special 
about these films is the way they can por-
tray a large idea using even the simplest  
technology.

“They are using simple techniques that 
could be done on your phone,” Gonzalez 
said. “What you pay for is the idea.”

Gonzalez ended the discussion with a 
series of stop-motion films, which use a 
technique of moving objects across a still 
background to create animation. This tech-
nique is so simple it is a method Gonzalez 
uses to teach film to elementary school stu-
dents in the Aurora Picture Show’s educa-
tional programs. 

Films shown in the stop-motion cat-
egory included (Notes on) Biology (2011), 
directed by Danny Madden, a film about 
creativity and adapting to situation that 
pushes the limits of stop motion, and vari-
ous films by the director PES, who is most 
famous for his Oscar-nominated film Fresh 
Guacamole (2012).

All participants were extremely pleased 
with the exploration into moving-picture 
art that Gonzalez led them through, and 

many said they hope to come back to other 
Aurora events in the future. 

“It’s something you totally wouldn’t 
know had existed,” Brown College sopho-
more Margo Fendrich said. “I’m so excited 
to attend more of their [upcoming events].”

On Friday, March 15, the Aurora Pic-
ture Show will be collaborating with Art 
Lab’s Extremely Shorts Film Festival. This 
film festival, which will take place from 
6 to 8 p.m. in the Ray Courtyard outside 
of the Rice Memorial Center, will feature 
films less than three minutes in length 
and be judged by a juror from Sundance  
Film Festival.

More information about the Aurora 
Picture show can be found at its website,    
www.aurorapictureshow.org. 

All participants were extremely pleased 
with the exploration into moving picture 
art that Gonzalez led them through, and 
many hope to come back in the future. 

“It’s something you totally wouldn’t 
know had existed,” Brown College sopho-
more Margo Fendrich said. “I’m so excited 
to attend more of their upcoming events.”

In the future, the Aurora Picture Show 
will be collaborating with Art Lab’s Ex-
tremely Shorts Film Festival on Friday, 
March 15. This film festival, which will take 
place from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Ray Courtyard 
outside of the RMC, will feature films less 
than three minutes in length. 

More information about the Aurora Pic-
ture Show can be found at their website, 
www.aurorapictureshow.org. 

“All you can do is pray for a 
quick death, which you ain’t gonna 
get,” says the tortuous Mr. Blonde 
in Quentin Tarantino’s 1992 directo-
rial debut, Reservoir Dogs. As these 
sadistic words come out of the danc-
ing psychopath's mouth, you realize 
that this movie is in an elite sphere 
of films that force you to question 
the bounds of human violence. 
Reservoir Dogs became available on 
Netflix instant streaming this Janu-
ary, and a retrospective viewing of 
this now timeless classic reveals 
how this modern master started his 
genre-spawning career.

The movie opens to reveal a group 
of mostly suit-and-tie-clad men seat-
ed at a greasy spoon in 1980s Los An-
geles, Calif. Their topic of discussion: 
Madonna’s 1984 hit “Like A Virgin.” 
Going around the circle, these vulgar 
gangsters each provide a new back-
story for this born-again virgin. Even 
more surprising than the topic of 
conversation is just how deeply these 
men analyze what might otherwise 
be a simplistic pop tune, but this is 
the metaphor that defines the film. 
No character is fully as he seems, and 
the entire plot is about finding out the 
real identity of these “professionals.”

What first appears a standard 
heist film changes almost instan-
taneously as Tarantino completely 
transforms the standard narrative 
arch of the genre. Rather than se-
quencing a long chain of events, Tar-
antino focuses on the aftermath. Im-
mediately following the title screen, 
the movie cuts to a man hemorrhag-
ing and screaming violently in the 
back of a car. The viewer is left in a 
state of complete confusion and a 
long list of questions begins form-
ing in the narrative. The only clear 
fact is that something went terribly 
wrong in their heist, and these Cray-
ola Mr.’s are going to investigate 
how their perceived “perfect” heist 
failed completely.

Before Tarantino had worked 
his way to his current $100,000,000 
budgets, he proved just how ca-
pable he could be with slightly over 
$1,000,000. His economizing is 
smart. With a total run time of only 
100 minutes, the rapid pacing rarely 
slows down — quite an achievement 
considering that the film was shot 
with extremely few scene changes. 
This intensity comes from the strong 
acting, particularly by Steve Bus-
cemi (Fargo) as Mr. Pink and Harvey 
Keitel (Taxi Driver) as Mr. White. 
Tense dialogue allows these actors 
to build suspense and propels the 
movie forward through its bleak 
setting. To those unfamiliar with 
Tarantino’s work: Take note that 
this film is no exception from his 
categorically violent style — you will 
likely never forget a certain scene 
involving a razor blade. Seasoned 
Tarantino fans will also notice his 
Hitchcockian tradition of including 
himself as an actor starts here. Fi-
nally, the language is often intense-
ly profane. Beyond the bloodshed, 
however, the movie still succeeds 
outright as a gripping psychological 
detective case.

Other Tarantino films such as 
Pulp Fiction have mysteriously dis-
appeared from the Netflix instant 
streaming catalog without explana-
tion, so be sure to set aside a few 
hours soon.

Victoria LaxaLt/thresher

KTRU’s current favorites
Junk Culture

Various
Sonogram 
Kendrick Lamar
Prince Rama

Ambulanz

US Girls
Jonti
Clinic
Seapony

Wild Quiet

Pop Yeh Yeh
Apparent Microdots
Good Kid, M.A.A.D.
Trust Now

In Waves

Gem 
Jonti
Free Reign
Falling

Illegal Art

Sublime Frequencies
Simulacra Records
Aftermath
Paw Tracks

Self-released

Fat Cat
Stones Throw
Domino
Hardly Art

ARTIST ALBUM LABEL

Mogqal

Calamalka
Volcano The Bear-
Robert Glasper Exp
Tame Impala

Lacy, Steve
The Drift

A Wrenched Virile 

All The Way Up
Golden Rhythm
Black Radio
Lonerism

The Sun
Blue Hour

Sub Pop

Hybridity
Rune Grammofon
Blue Note
Modular

Emanem
Temporary Residence

ARTIST ALBUM LABEL
Various

Chief Keef
Marciano, Roc 
Snowgoose
Cody Chesnutt

Moonface

Konkoma
Markus Mehr
Ramona Falls
Bubbly Mommy Gun

Diablos del Ritmo

Finally Rich
Reloaded
Harmony Springs
Landing on Hundred

Heartbreaking Bravery

Konkoma 
On
Prophet
Sand Roses

Analog Africa

Interscope
Decon
Ba Da Bing
Vibration Vineyard

Jagjaguwar

Soundway
Hidden Shoal
Barsuk
Party Party Partners

Novalima

Animal Collective
Turning Machine 
Feedtime
Ethernet

Metric

Various
Junk Culture

Karimba

Centipede HZ
What is the Meaning
The Aberrant Years
Opus 2

Synthetica

Diabos Del Ritmo
Wild Quiet

ESL Music

Domino
Temporary Residence
Sub Pop
Kranky

Metric Music Int’l

Analog Africa
Illegal Art

Brother Ali Mourning in America

A screenshot from One Year Performance shown at the Aurora Picture Show.
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WOMEN’S SWIMMING WINS

by Nicolette ChaMberlain
               Thresher StaFF 

Before its first conference win, many peo-
ple thought second place would be the best 
the Rice women’s swimming team could ever 
do without a diving team. However, the team 
has now proved them wrong twice in the past 
three years. On Saturday Feb. 23, the Owls 
won the Conference USA Tournament at the 
University of Houston with 739 points, defeat-
ing both rival University of Houston (694.5 
points) and returning champion Southern 
Methodist University (664.5). 

Without a diving team, Rice had to gain enough 
points in each swimming event to offset the points 
other teams earned in the diving events. This was 
especially difficult with the three high-scoring div-
ers on the UH team and the talented relay teams 
of SMU’s. However, Head Coach Seth Huston, who 
recently earned C-USA Swimming Coach of the 
Year for the third time in the past four seasons, has 
been able to lead a team that knows how to make 
up for its shortcomings. 

“We make up for [not having a diving team] 
by being the deepest team and most diverse 

team when it comes to entering events,” Hus-
ton said. “We cannot afford to have a swim-
ming weakness since we do not have diving.”

With the highest number of top-eight fin-
ishes, 18 top-three finishes and almost every 
swimmer taking part in more than one event, 
the Owls did not show weakness. Not only did 
they prove their depth, but nine Rice records 
and two C-USA records they also broke. 

“We are a team where everyone plays an 
important role in the outcome of the meet,” 
junior captain Michelle Gean said. “All of the 
swimmers on our team are very versatile and 
excel in many different strokes and events.”

Gean, who earned a top-three spot in five 
events, swam the backstroke for Rice’s 200-yard 
medley victory. Other top finishers included ju-
nior Quincy Christian, who set the C-USA record 
for the 400-yard medley with a time of 4:16.45, 
and senior Kylee Talwar, who broke the 200 IM 
and 100 breaststroke school records. Juniors 
Karina Wlostowska and Lilly Marrow, sopho-
mores Erin Flanigan (first place in the $1,650 
freestyle) and Marissa Konicke, and freshman 
Shelbi Ragsdale also greatly contributed to the 
team’s winning score. 

The team capped the first day of the tour-
nament sitting in first place. Despite several 
big finishes in the first two days of the tourna-
ment, Rice went into day three with a  half--
point deficit to UH. However, the final events 
put Rice well above its C-USA competitors. 

“We knew we had a few aces up our sleeve 
for the final day, and if we were close, we felt we 
had the best final day events of any other team,” 
Huston said. “So being within .5 of the lead going 
into Saturday gave us a lot of confidence.”

While Rice’s victory was anything but a 
single-swimmer showcase, it was sophomore 
Casey Clark who led the team in points with 
two first-place finishes. Clark broke the C-
USA 200 butterfly record with a time of 1:57.35, 
as well as contributing to six of the nine new 
Rice records. In addition, Clark received no-
tice on Wednesday that she qualified for the 
NCAA Championship in the 100 and 200 but-
terfly and the 200 free. She will be represent-
ing Rice on March 23 in Indianapolis, Ind. 

Clark believes her personal success and 
the team’s success this year have been a result 
of raising their workouts to a new level and 
having such strong team chemistry. 

“We were more competitive in workouts 
while being supportive of each other,” Clark 
said. “We were all very motivated, and each 
had personal goals we wanted to achieve in 
combination with our team goals.” 

With a large number of returning swim-
mers and another conference win to their 
name, the Owls are hopeful for the 2014 sea-
son. They will, however, have to adjust to an 
entirely new conference. C-USA will be mak-
ing several membership changes next year, 
making the women’s swimming team’s future 
difficult to predict. Still, Clark is excited that 
the team is going into the next season with 
such a reassuring victory.  

“I would say that the only weakness we 
had [this year] was confidence, but next year, 
after winning a conference championship, it 
will not be hard to walk into all of our meets 
confidently,” Clark said. 

With a C-USA championship victory up 
its sleeve, Rice has proven once again that it 
does not need a diving team to compete. In 
fact, it is the Rice women’s swimming team 
that will be the force worth reckoning during 
the 2014 C-USA season. 

CONFERENCE USA

The Rice women’s swimming officially won the Conference USA Swimming Championship hosted by the University of Houston Feb. 20-23.

Courtesy eriC smith 
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After sweep of Hawaii, baseball falls at Minute Maid
by Ryan Glassman

Thresher Staff 
With the students away on spring break, 

the Rice baseball team took a vacation of its 
own— the Owls headed out to Hawaii for a 
four-game set against the University of Ha-
waii Rainbows.

Game one on Feb. 22 proved to be a histor-
ic one in the Wayne Graham era, as the Owls 
held their hosts scoreless for nearly two full 
games before earning an exhaustive 2-0 win 
in 17 innings. Junior Austin Kubitza,  sopho-
more Zech Lemond, sophomore Evan Rut-
ter and junior John Simms combined for 23 
strikeouts in the game, the longest streak in 
Head Coach Wayne Graham’s 21-year career 
at Rice. Sophomore Ford Stainback and Se-
nior Geoff Perrott delivered the run-scoring 
hits after senior Michael Ratterree led off the 
inning with a double. 

The Owls continued their strong pitch-
ing for the rest of the weekend. On Satur-
day, sophomore Jordan Stephens pitched 
his first career complete game, notching a 
career-high 10 strikeouts The Owls rallied 
for two runs in the eighth inning for a 3-1 
victory. Rice rallied from behind on Sunday, 
after junior Keenan Cook tied the ballgame 
with a base hit in the ninth as the Owls were 
down to their last strike. The team added 
two more runs on the inning after base hits 
from junior Shane Hoelscher and senior 
Christian Stringer put Rice in a position to 
score on a walk and a hit batter. With a total 
of three runs in the ninth, Rice escaped with 
a 7-5 victory and their third win in a row. 
Rice completed the sweep on Monday, with  
Simms and freshman Blake Fox combining 
to blank the Rainbows, and junior Michael 
Aquino driving in three runs in a 5-0 win. In 
the 44 innings of play over the weekend, Rice 
pitching posted a composite 1.02 ERA, hold-
ing the Rainbows to a miniscule .189 batting 
average in the sweep.

But the Owls were in for a rude awakening 
from paradise, returning to action last week-
end for three games in the Astros Foundation 
Classic at Minute Maid Park.

The tournament’s headlining game took 
place last Friday night when Rice took on the  
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, the 
No. 1 team in the country, in a game that lived 
up to the hype. 

The Owls struck first with a run in the 
second inning after Aquino led off the frame 
with a triple and scored on a sacrifice bunt. 
Kubitza was again brilliant early on, hold-
ing the nation’s top team to just two hits 
through the first six innings. The Tar Heels 
got on the board in the seventh, scoring on 
a wild pitch after leading off with back to 

back singles. Kubitza left after 6 2/3 innings, 
surrendering just four hits while striking out 
nine. But after leaving runners stranded in 
the seventh and eighth innings, the Owls fell 
behind late when the Tar Heels scored again 
on a wild pitch, this time in the ninth off of 
Lemond. Rice went down quietly in the ninth, 
dropping the first game of the weekend and 
squandering a major opportunity to knock 
off one of the country’s best.

After the disappointing finish Friday, 
things only got worse for Rice over the week-
end. A combination of struggling defensive 

play and a sputtering offense led to a pair of 
ugly results against in-state rivals. The Owls 
fell behind Saturday against Texas A&M Uni-
versity, with the Aggies scoring three runs in 
each of the first two innings off of Stephens, 
two of which were unearned. Aquino split the 
deficit with a three-run home run in the third 
inning, already his fourth homer of the sea-
son. But the Aggies extended their lead with 
two more runs in the sixth, and Rice man-
aged just two hits over the final five innings, 
falling by an 8-3 final.

In the Sunday finale against Baylor Uni-
versity, things fell apart for Rice in the sixth 
inning due to more struggles defensively. 
Already down 3-0, an error on the infield 
extended the inning for the Bears, who took 
advantage of the opportunity with a three-
run home run to go up 6-0. Rice added a late 
home run from Skyler Ewing but fell by a fi-
nal of 9-2 to conclude what was a very dis-
appointing weekend. The 0-3 appearance 
at Minute Maid marks the first time that the 
Owls went winless since the tournament 
was first held in 2001. Rice hit just .202 that 
weekend, scoring only six runs in the team’s 
first three-game losing streak in almost three 
seasons.

After falling six spots to No. 19 in the Base-
ball America poll, Rice responded nicely with 
a 1-0 win over visiting California on Monday 
night. Junior Chase McDowell was brilliant 
on the hill, tossing a complete game shutout 
to record his second win of the season. But 
even with McDowell’s mastery, the Owls kept 
the game dramatic, waiting until the bottom 
of the ninth to deliver the first run of the ball-
game. After one-out base hits from Perrott 
and freshman Leon Byrd, Stainback knocked 
a base hit through the right side to plate 
pinch-runner sophomore John Williamson, 
securing the game in walk-off fashion and re-
warding McDowell for his performance.

The Owls head to Miami, this weekend for 
a three-game set with Florida International 
University before returning to Reckling Park 
for a midweek pair against Louisiana Tech 
University next week.

Senior Michael Ratterree comes in low for a catch at the game against North Carolina. 

Courtesy of tommy Lavergne 
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A hopeful ending for the Owl’s basketball season

by Teddy Grodek
Thresher Staff 

If there is a time to get hot in college 
basketball, it is March. The women’s bas-
ketball team has won three of its last four 
games and is now looking like the team 
that was picked to finish in the top half of 
the conference.

In a streak that had the team’s first road 
win since November, the Owls failed to move 
up the conference standings but no longer 
look like the easy out some were counting 
on them to be around the time of the Confer-
ence USA tournament.

The streak started with a big home win 
against the University of Central Florida, in 
which Rice finally found its shooting touch, 
shooting above an incredible 70 percent in 
the second half. Freshman forward Megan 
Palmer, sophomore forward Christal Porter 
and junior forward Jessica Kuster all put 
forth double-digit efforts. Perhaps even 
more impressive than the 70 percent shoot-
ing in the game: Rice did not miss a single 
free-throw attempt out of 13 tries.

“The second half, I thought we played 
as well as we could play,” Head Coach Greg 
Williams said. “Our shooting percentages in 
the second half were incredible. I thought it 
was a really important win for us.”

The next game, another home contest 
against Marshall University, found the Owls 
down 15, with a little over seven minutes to 
go — a game that would have been a lost 
cause at many points this season. But the 
Owls bounced back through the adversity, 
pushing the game into overtime. 

The Owls kept their momentum during 
overtime and outscored the Thundering 
Herd by 10, winning 71-61. They ended the 
game on a 29-4 run.

Porter came up with her second consecu-
tive double-double, with 11 points and 11 
rebounds. Kuster also scored in the double 
digits, adding 16 points.

Coming off of two key victories, the Owls 
were hard to bet against when they took on 
the faraway University of Texas, El Paso, 
typically a rough place for the Owls to play.

Rice went down on the first UTEP bucket 
but never trailed again, despite the tight 
game at times. The final moments were 
tense, but an offensive rebound by Kuster 
managed to seal the game. Rice managed to 
sneak out of El Paso with a 62-59 win.

Sophomore forward Nakachi Maduka 
played a fantastic game, leading the Owls 
to victory with 18 points. Kuster once again 
was in double digits but barely missed a 
double-double by falling one rebound short.

Next, the team played the University of 
Houston at the Cougars’ home. However, the 
Owls came out flat and really never compet-
ed. They cut the lead into single digits in the 
second half, but that was as close to a win 
as they came.

The Owls have one game left — senior 
night — against Southern Methodist Uni-
versity at Tudor Fieldhouse. After that final 
game, the Owls travel to Tulsa, Okla., for the 
Conference USA tournament. For any kind 
of postseason play, the Owls will have to 
shock a lot of people by running the table at 
the tournament. But with how the team has 
played lately, that might not be the long bet 
it was a few weeks ago. 

Women’s 
basketball to 
face SMU for 
the final game 
of the season

Jackson’s career coming to a close  
by Ryan Glassman

                 Thresher Staff

 In what has been a frustrating season 
for Rice University men’s basketball team 
players, staff and supporters alike, an op-
timistic trend is quickly emerging in the 
Owls’ backcourt.

With a rugged conference season coming 
to an end, Rice (5-23, 1-13) went 0-3 in compe-
tition with the student body away on spring 
break. After an 89-64 defeat against Tulane 
University, the Owls cut a 16-point deficit at 
Southern Methodist University down to six 
points in the closing minutes but could not 
finish the comeback and lost 67-55. A loss at 
Tudor Fieldhouse to the University of Texas, El 
Paso Miners last Saturday marked the eighth 
defeat in a row for Rice, the team’s longest los-
ing streak since the 2009-10 season.

But in spite of the team’s disappointing 
results, there has been a clear passing of 
the torch at the lead guard position. Tamir 
Jackson will celebrate his Senior Day to-
morrow at 7 p.m. at Tudor Fieldhouse, 
leading up to his graduation, and fresh-
man guard Max Guercy has recently proved 
he is up to the task of replacing some of 

the point production that will be lost with 
Jackson’s departure. 

A product of the greater Los Angeles 
area, Guercy has recently taken over as the 
team’s second leading scorer behind Jack-
son at 10.2 points per game. He also leads 
the team in assists and steals, and he plays 
more minutes than any other player on 
the squad besides Jackson and sophomore 
guard Julian DeBose. In the three games 
over spring break, Guercy averaged 15.3 
points, four rebounds, three assists and 
nearly four steals per game, continuing to 
emerge as one of the more well-rounded 
guards in the conference.

But those around the Rice program are 
not the only ones taking note of Guercy’s 
steady improvement over the course of the 
season. This past week, Guercy was recog-
nized as the Conference USA Freshman of 
the Week, an honor he has now received 
five times this season. The rookie point 
guard’s increase in production down the 
stretch certainly tabs him as one of the 
front-runners to land the league’s Fresh-
man of the Year award, an honor a Rice 
player has not received since the school 
joined the C-USA.

While Jackson’s recent play has improved 
and he has moved into fifth in the league this 
season in scoring, the hot streak for Jackson’s 
backcourt mate Guercy provides hope for the 
coming season with Jackson set to graduate 
in May. Guercy, entering Wednesday’s game 
at the University of Houston, is averaging 2.5 
assists and 1.5 steals alongside his 10.2 points 
per game as a freshman. During his freshman 
year in 2009-10, Jackson finished the sea-
son averaging 10.8 points, 3.1 assists and 1.7 
steals per game, slightly more impressive yet 
still comparable to Guercy. Four years later, 
Jackson is set to leave the program ranked 
within the top six players in program history 
in each of these three categories. Guercy has 
a long way to go to reach such metrics, but in 
an otherwise down season for the Owls, the 
freshman point guard has provided reason to 
look forward to the future.

Come out early to Tudor Fieldhouse to-
morrow night, as Rice will honor esteemed 
senior guard Tamir Jackson during his final 
home game as an Owl. Tipoff is at 7 p.m., 
when the Owls will take on Tulsa University. 
Rice will then take on the No. 6 seed in the 
first round of the C-USA Tournament Wednes-
day in Tulsa, Okla.
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Men’s tennis has mixed 
outcome over spring break 

Too often, when we celebrate the accom-
plishments of Rice women’s swimming — ac-
complishments like this year’s team confer-
ence championship, the team’s second in the 
last three years — the focus is on what it does 
not have. 

Namely, there is a certain emphasis placed 
on the fact that Rice does not have a diving 
unit and can therefore only sit on the sidelines 
and watch as rivals like the University of Hous-
ton and Southern Methodist University score 
points in the diving events. It is an emphasis 
used to highlight the magnitude of the accom-
plishment, to put into perspective the extra 
hurdles the team has to overcome in order to 
hoist the team trophy. 

But in reality, this championship is not 
about what Rice swimming does not have. It is 
about what it does have.

What it does have is a team that swam its 
best when it mattered most. 

On their way to victory two weeks ago, the 
Owls eclipsed nine different school records. 
In all five relays and 44 times in individual 
finals and consolation finals, Rice swimmers 
swam faster than their season’s best entering 
the meet. They arrived at the meet featuring 
the highest seed in only one race, yet came 
away having captured five individual titles 
and one relay title. 

And if there was any added pressure from 
how close the team contest was expected to be, 
it did not show. Rice entered on paper as a fa-
vorite by the narrowest of margins (24 points) 
but rose to the occasion, securing the title be-
fore the final relay and winning by nearly 45 
points. Moreover, Rice was the only team in the 
top half of the standings to score more points 
in the actual meet than it did based solely on 
seed times.

The accomplishments speak both to the 
performance under pressure of those in the 
caps and goggles and to Head Coach Seth Hus-
ton. Having a team peak at the right time is one 
of the most difficult things to do as a coach, 
and Huston had his swimmers peak perfectly. 

What Rice swimming does have is a pro-
gram that has elevated itself to a new level. 

This conference championship was not 
only it second in the last three years, but 
also its second in the history of the program. 
When Rice won in 2011, it was seen as a Cin-
derella victory, dethroning juggernaut SMU. 
This victory, however, stamps Rice not only 
as a consistent contender, but also as the 
conference’s most successful program over 
the last four years. 

The strides the program has made are evi-
dent through other measures beyond simply 
conference placements. For example,  Rice 
swimmers secured 10 individual NCAA B stan-
dards this season, the provisional threshold to 
qualify for nationals. Last year, Rice had seven 
individual B standards. Five years ago, the tally 
was only two.   

And what Rice swimming does have is a 
squad primed to reach even greater heights.

This was a team whose success in some 
ways was powered by a group coming into its 
own. The sophomore and junior classes to-
gether scored 543.5 of Rice’s 739 points at the 
championships, nearly 75 percent. Moreover, 
90 percent of the points Rice scored can be at-
tributed to swimmers slated to return next sea-
son. With two standout recruits already signed 
and the added momentum that comes with two 
championships in three years, the program is 
poised to continue on its exciting trajectory. 

This championship had little to do with a 
lack of springboards or platforms. 

It was about every early morning practice. 
It was about all the uncountable lengths of the 
pool. It was about truncated winter breaks and 
outdoor swims on cold January days. 

It was about injuries overcome, setbacks 
undone, previous limits far outdone. 

It was about “Let’s Go Blue,” senior person-
al bests and watching individual accomplish-
ments add together into a team title. 

It was about earning the chance to watch 
the coaches take the fully clothed celebratory 
plunge into the diving well and getting to jump 
in to celebrate right after them. 

The conference realignments set to go into 
place next year will dramatically change the 
competitive landscape for Rice swimming. Of 
the six Conference USA women’s swimming 
teams that competed this year, all but Rice 
and Marshall University have made arrange-
ments to leave. 

Next season will therefore feature new fac-
es, a new conference venue and new challeng-
es. There will be new goals set, new records to 
break and new history to be made.

And Rice will take them all on and con-
tinue to do so without a diving squad. Be-
cause that was never what it was really 
about anyway.

 Gabe  Cuadra

Reflecting on swimming’s C-USA win

The Fifth Lap
by Dan Elledge

Thresher Staff 

While many members of the Rice Univer-
sity undergraduate population were enjoy-
ing their spring breaks at sunny beaches in 
70-degree weather, the tennis team spent 
the entire week playing tennis in San Diego 
and La Jolla, Calif. 

It was a mixed week for the Owls, initially 
wiping out 7-0 at the hands of the University 
of San Diego. They followed that loss with a 
4-3 win at the hands of Fresno State Univer-
sity. Rice also participated in the West Coast 
Doubles Tournament from Feb. 28 to March 
2, getting some much-needed doubles prac-
tice for pairs sophomore Leif Berger and se-
nior Jonathan Chang, senior Peter Frank and 
junior Philipp Seifert, and freshmen Tommy 
Bennett and Adam Gustafsson.

After the 1-1 split, Rice is still 4-7 this 
season, but not all hope is lost. The Owls 
are starting a five-game homestand this 
weekend against Penn State University and 
Abilene Christian University.

Head Coach Efe Ustundag said he liked 
what he saw over the previous week, espe-
cially the doubles play of Berger and Chang. 
He said he saw their best play at the doubles 
tournament and that it shows they have 
what it takes to be a lethal doubles partner-
ship for the remainder of the season.

“[Chang] and [Berger] had the best re-
sults, and they looked very competitive,” 
Ustundag said. “What I liked seeing out of 
those guys was aggressive tennis instead 
of playing timid. You could tell they really 
wanted to win, and I think this was good 
for them to understand that if they play this 
way, they can succeed.”

Chang agreed, saying the purpose of the 
tournament was to play in a relaxed, fun en-

vironment while also focusing and improv-
ing doubles play.

“Most importantly, [the doubles tourna-
ment] gives us more confidence and a lot of 
practice,” Chang said. “This tournament re-
ally helped us stay loose and have fun with 
doubles.”

Ustundag said this stretch is important 
because it gives the Owls a chance to get 
back into the postseason hunt. Ustundag 
said that since Penn State is from a colder 
climate, the transition from playing indoors 
to playing outside in the humid Texas heat 
might be tough.

“Penn State is a gritty ... team, and I think 
the one advantage we have is that some of 
these teams play the majority of their match-
es indoors due to weather conditions,” Us-
tundag said.

Even though California is beautiful, 
Chang likes that the team will cease trav-
eling for the next couple of weeks. He said 
the team will be focused and ready for the 
doubleheader.

“It is comfortable being back at home, and 
we will be more focused than usual,” Chang 
said. “Fans will play a major role as well. Ob-
viously, it is a doubleheader next week, so we 
need to work more on conditioning instead of 
practicing [because] we need to be fit.”

Ustundag said the fan support will be 
crucial since it is now do or die for the Owls. 
He said the Owls have to go 5-0 for this home-
stand lest their chances of qualifying for the 
NCAA tournament fly out of the window.

“We have to use the home court advan-
tage wisely,” Ustundag said. “We will have a 
few more students in town to come help sup-
port us, and I think it’s a big opportunity to 
turn the season around. We have been given 
a second chance to go to the postseason, and 
we have to take care of business at home.”

The Swimming team poses for a photograph after winning the Conference USA championship.

Courtesy of eriC smith
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WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate 
is $20 to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  
We provide all training, all training is paid, 
and we pay for travel.  Email your resume to 
rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/
High School Math/Natural & Social Scienc-
es/Humanities. Reliable transportation  re-
quired. Pay $20-40/hr based on experience. 
Contact  832-428-8330  and email resume 
to siyengar777@gmail.com

Older man needs computer tutor.  Home 
two blocks north of campus.  Ask for Harry 
Grant at 713-410-7031. 

Hiring SAT test prep tutors. Highest pay. 
Guaranteed.  Pinnacle Tutors is seeking SAT 
test prep tutors experienced in classroom 

tutoring. Superstar tutors who are currently 
working for another tutoring company can 
expect a 20% raise over their current pay.  
Great pay, flexible hours. $25+ per hour. 20-
30 hours per week. If you scored in the top 
percentile of your SAT, possess excellent 
communication skills, prior tutoring expe-
rience, demonstrated ability to improve stu-
dents’ SAT scores, then email your resume 
to careers@pinnacletutors.com.

$1,000- All bills paid. 1-bed garage apart-
ment.Medical Center area.Newly built with 
new appliances and air- conditioning. 
Beautiful yard. Gated.All bills paid.713-702-
2804

Fabulous apartment on 3rd floor of Museum 
District home.  Mini fridge, micro, fully fur-
nished.  $850/month plus cable.  Contact Barbara 
Aksamit at 713-398-7896 or baksamit@swbell.net

West U family with fully furnished garage 
apartment looking for a student to babysit 
in exchange for 25 hours a month of baby-
sitting with $200 for bills. Mostly in the 
evenings and weekends. Must pass a back-
ground check and references are needed. 
Email resume: maggieygarza@yahoo.com

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

the Calendar
march 8 – march 17, 2013
follow us 24/7 at twitter.com/threshercal

friday 8

To submit calendar items, email thresher-calen-
dar@rice.edu. The deadline for submission is 3 
p.m. the Monday prior to publication.  Submis-
sions are printed on a space-available basis.

saturday 9

A Nocturnal, Low Key time with 
the Phils

What: Acappellooza 2013
Where: Martel Commons
When: 8-9 p.m.

Rice’s three major a cappella 
groups are coming together for an 
evening concert this Friday. The 
show will feature Nocturnal, the 
Low Keys and the Rice Philharmon-
ics, with each cornering a different 
market within Rice’s growing and 
vibrant harmonized vocals scene. 
The show is expected to run for 
about an hour and is completely 
free, but the groups ask that audi-
ence members consider making a 
donation of $5.

Haus Party
What: ArchiArts
Where: Anderson Hall
When: 10 p.m. to 3 a.m.

Researching old issues of the 
Thresher reveals that at one time, Ar-
chiArts was considered Rice’s best 
party of the year. Fittingly, this year, 
the “archi socials” have chosen to re-
visit this past in selecting the theme 
— Prohibition Exhibition, a 1920s 
flapper-themed soiree. Rice students 
must register guests in advance and 
bring their student identification cards 
(with an Owl sticker for those planning 
on drinking at the event) to this free 
event. Before the actual party itself, 
the architecture students will be host-
ing a quieter reception in Anderson 
Hall’s Farish Gallery to showcase their 
work from throughout the year.

The Dream of the ’90s is Alive 
in Houston

What: KTRU Outdoor Show
Where: Central Quad
When: Noon to 10 p.m.

On its 22nd iteration, this annual 
event is a staple for Houston-area 

Art Lab Info Session
What: KTRU Outdoor Show
Where: Farnsworth Pavilion
When: 5-8 p.m.

Presenting itself as an open 
house, this info session aims to in-
form students about the new stu-
dent art group Art Lab. The group 
aims to provide new creative and 
artistic outlets for Rice students of 
all interests and majors. The infor-
mation session will explain these 
opportunities, including planning 
a thrift store and organizing for 
next year’s CelebrateArt festival. 
The event will provide an opportu-
nity to speak with Rice’s campus art 
director and other members of the 
greater Houston art scene. Best of 
all: There will be free food.

sunday 10

music lovers who venture beyond 
the top 40. This event promises to 
bring out Rice’s (and Houston’s) 
trendiest with a genre-spanning 
lineup of local and national acts. 
Be sure to check out Rice’s own Je-
sus, the Crazy and the Bad Kids and 
local hip-hop acts Fat Tony and B L 
A C K I E. Food will come in truck 
form, and the event is free.

Red Scared
What: Cold War Kids
Where: Fitzgerald’s, 2706 White

Oak Drive
When: Doors open at 7 p.m.

This California outfit rarely disap-
points live, as its guitar-driven sing-
along style translates excellently to the 
stage. Fronted by the always-energetic 
Nathan Willett, the Cold War Kids were 
formed in 2004 and have been touring 
aggressively ever since. Recently, the 
group has been releasing singles, so 
you can likely expect to hear some new 
and unreleased material at this show. 
The show costs $22 in advance and $24 
at the door. 

monday 11

Sigmund’s Sweets
What: Holocaust Museum Talk
Where: Three Brothers Bakery, 

4036 S. Braeswood Blvd.
When: 2 p.m.

The Holocaust Museum Houston 
has a very exciting program geared 
toward preserving the lessons of the 
Holocaust in a younger generation 
in Houston. The program, entitled 
Next Generation, is for members 
aged 21-39 and hosts events such 
as this talk with Holocaust survivor 
Sigmund Jucker. He will be shar-
ing his family recipe for hamen-
tashen cookies and telling stories 
of his experiences throughout the 
entire talk. Admission is $20, but 
the chance to hear firsthand about 
the realities of the Holocaust while 
sharing in delicious homemade 
treats will likely prove worth it.

Whatever Floats your Boat
What: 2013 Buffalo Bayou Regatta
Where: 7700 San Felipe Road on 

Buffalo Bayou
When: 7:30 a.m.

This kayak and boat race is one 
of Texas’ largest. Compete with 
other Houstonians on this 15-mile 
course through Houston along the 
snaking Buffalo Bayou or just ca-
sually paddle down the water. The 
race attracts amateurs and experts 
alike and costs $40 to enter. If com-
peting sounds a little too extreme, 
you can watch the entire race for 
free and even join in for the Zydeco 
festivities at the finish line in Ses-
quicentennial Park.

sunday 17

saturday 16

HOW TO SUBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS
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What is your previous involvement with O-Week?
 

What is your previous involvement with Cisco and other 
bum wines? 

 

As you know Cisco is fortified or “bum” wine with an 
alcohol content of 17.5 percent. What does O-week mean 
to you?
 

Your new students are like Cisco’s flavors. You’ll love some 
like blue raspberry  and hate others like strawberry. Some, 
like red, will leave you confused. How will you cater to 
individual student needs?

 

Cisco can only be purchased at food stores downtown or 
in other blighted areas of the United States. What unique 
geographic diversity will you bring to CiscO-Week?

 

Unlike the stores selling Cisco downtown, many things 
students need are not accessible by light rail. Do you have 
a car, and if so what model is it? Does it have a Hemi? 
 

In 1991, the Federal Trade Commision banned Cisco from 
using the slogan “Takes You By Surprise.” What is one 
positive trait you have that you think will takes us by 
surprise?
 

Drinking Cisco is stigmatized for good reason in polite 
society, and those who drink it are often forced to lie. How 
good are you at lying, especially to large groups of people? 
(Remember, O-Week is a time for  summer camp fun, not 
an accurate depiction of Rice.)

 Cisco is known for giving its drinkers a “two-day hang-
over” and robbing them of precious sleep. How will you 
best wake your freshmen up at odd hours and deprive 
them of rest?

How will you ensure that academic advising receives the 
necessary amount of attention during O-Week? What is 
one creative idea to incorporate the theme of Cisco into 
teaching freshmen how to plan for their first semester?

 Some believe Cisco has an “x-factor” that makes those 
who drink it far crazier than normally drinking. What is 
your x-factor, and how will it benefit incoming students?

 O-Week applications are often run by the connected 
people in a college choosing their friends. How do you feel 
about the fact that nothing you answered on this sheet will 
matter in the slightest? Please relate your answer to black 
cherry Cisco .
 
 
When it comes to looks, Rice students, like Cisco, are 
known for unbelievably low quality.  Please attach a pic-
ture so we know we will be able to stand to look at you for 
an entire week.
 

 Note: Cisco may only cost $4, but Housing and Dining levies an $80  
charge against all advisors, meaning advisors are slaves who do not get 
free housing. 

No gifts, beer, spirits or other items will be accepted during the inter-
view process. ;)
 
In order to hold an advising position, you must be somewhat standing 
and have a minimum BAC of 0.25 throughout the process.
 
DISCLAIMER: The Backpage has long endorsed the mantra of “no jail, 
no hospital.” Therefore we highly advise against the consumption of 
any Cisco, at any time, under any circumstances.

-WEEK

misclass
Post your misclass on 
the Backpage’s Face-
book wall.

Write your misclass 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

Tweet your misclass 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass

“Never have I ever had sex.” 
— most Rice students

“I went to Pub today. Then I regretted it.”

“I need to start remembering public parties.”

“Prostitution pays well.”

“I wonder if RPC cheated n the election by wasting 
money on fliers .”

“Sometimes I really wish I coudld pick my nose 
on stage, but i’m too embarrassed to do so.”

winner!
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EHJLQ�SXEOLVKLQJ�ELDQQXDO�UHSRUWV�
OLNH�WKLV�RQH�RQ�WKH�VWDWLRQ��RXU�
PXVLF��DQG�RXU�REVHVVLRQ�ZLWK�FDWV��
$GGLWLRQDOO\��EHIRUH�WKH�2XWGRRU�
6KRZ��ZH·UH�SXEOLVKLQJ�D�GHVFULS-
WLRQ�RI�HDFK�RI�WKH�DUWLVWV�DQG�ZKDW�
WR�H[SHFW�IURP�WKH�IHVWLYLWLHV��1RZ��
DJDLQ��WKH�IROLR�OLYHV��LQ�D�ORQJHU��LI�
OHVV�IUHTXHQW��IRUP��,I�\RX�DUH�QHZ�
WR�.758��WKH�)ROLR�LV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�
SODFH�WR�EHJLQ�ZKDW�ZLOO�QR�GRXEW�
EH�D�ORQJ�DQG�IUXLWIXO�ORYH�DIIDLU��
,I�\RX·UH�DOUHDG\�KRRNHG��WKH�IROLR�
LV�MXVW�DQRWKHU�ZD\�WR�JHW�PRUH�RI�
ZKDW�\RX�ORYH��

22ND ANNUAL KTRU  
OUTDOOR SHOW

What:�7KH�.758�2XWGRRU�6KRZ�LV�D�\HDUO\�PXVLF�IHVWLYDO�SXW�
RQ�E\�5LFH�8QLYHUVLW\·V�VWXGHQW�UDGLR�VWDWLRQ��.758��%ULQJLQJ�LQ�
QDWLRQDO�DQG�ORFDO�DFWV�IURP�DURXQG�+RXVWRQ��ZH�VWULYH�WR�SXW�RQ�
D�GDPQ�JRRG�VKRZ�IRU�WKH�ZKROH�FLW\�WR�HQMR\��7R�VHH�WKH�DUWLVWV�
FKHFN�RXW�WKH�GHVFULSWLRQV�LQ�WKH�)ROLR�RU�RQOLQH�DW�RGV�NWUX�RUJ��
7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�IRRG�YHQGRUV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�WUDLOHUV�2K�0\�*RJL���
%HUQLH·V�%XUJHU�%XV��*RRG�'RJ�+RW�'RJV��DQG�0RQVWHU�3%-��
7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�YDULRXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
IURP�WRZQ�

When:�7KH�IHVWLYDO�LV�0DUFK��WK��ZLWK�WKH�ÀUVW�VKRZ�DW�QRRQ��
7KHQ�WKH�ODVW�DUWLVW�ZLOO�EH�JRLQJ�RQ�DURXQG��SP��&KHFN�WKH� 
ZHEVLWH�IRU�HDFK�DUWLVWV�WLPH�EHIRUH�WKH�VKRZ�
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&HQWUDO�4XDG�
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The Lineup:
Visiting Artists:

Cloud Nothings
Cleveland, Ohio
Cloud Nothings is an 

indie rock band from 
Cleveland, Ohio. Dylan 
Baldi star ted Cloud 
Nothings as a way to 
amuse himself between 
classes at Case Western 
Reserve University in 

2009. The first batch of Cloud Nothings songs, including the blogo-
sphere favorite “Hey Cool Kid” (available on the 2010 compilation 
Turning On), was recorded on a computer in the basement of Baldi’s 
home in Westlake, OH.

XXYYXX
Orlando, Florida
XXYYXX is the name of Orlando, 

FL’s 17 year old producer, Marcel 
Everett. Marcel works out of his bed-
room creating harmonious music that 
provokes emotion and transmits vivid 
images of peace and still sadness. His 
music has been featured on XLR8R, 
The Needle Drop, Earmilk, Indie 
Shuffle, BIRP and many more.

Delicate Steve
New Jersey
Delicate Steve is 

a moniker for song-
writer/producer Steve 
Marion, who is part of 
the Smallboypants col-
lective. His album Won-
dervisions was released 
in late 2009 and has 
garnered critical ac-
claim from the local music scene and beyond.

Swamp Cabbage
Jacksonville, Florida
Named for the Floridian meal 

consisting of stewed heart of 
Sabal palm tree, Swamp Cabbage 
equally represents a mixture of 
Florida sounds. Formed in 2001, 
they “[sound] like a “southern 
rock band but “[think]” like a jazz, 
blues or classical trio” (facebook.
com/SwampCabbage). They 
recently released a third album, 
Drum Roll Please.

Local:
B L A C K I E
Houston, Texas
Michael LaCour (born 1987 in 

Houston, Texas), known by his 
stage name as B L A C K I E…in All 
Caps, With Spaces, is an American 
rapper and record producer. His 
music is an array of Noise, South-
ern Rap, and U.K. Grime. This 
combination of influences has led 
him to be labeled as the founder 
of American Grime.

Fat Tony
Houston, Texas
Fat Tony stands at the forefront 

of new generation of young rappers 
who get it themselves—a DIY hustler 
who’s built his burgeoning career on 
a foundation equal parts smarts and 
swagger. The Houston MC owns 
the mike with a casual confidence, 
workmanlike in his delivery whether 
laidback or lyrical, embodying a new brand of enlightened Southern 
that’s as likely to tip back some lean on your front porch as sit down 
and school you on Dadaism. Through his simmering solo work and 
boundary-busting collaborations with Das Racist and A$AP Rocky, 
among others, Fat Tony has already launched a legacy.

Buxton
Houston, Texas
Buxton is a folk act based in the La-

Porte/Houston area. They’ve played 
with such notable acts as Okkervil 
River, By the End of Tonight, Akron/
Family, Man Man, Great Lake Swim-
mers, Maria Taylor, Copeland, Colour 
Revolt, Anathallo, Look Mexico, Gats-

bys American Dream, Statistics and Denison Witmer. After a couple 
of Texas tours, a Gulf Coast tour and an East Coast tour they went in 
to record their follow up to Red Follows Red entitled A Family Light. 
It was released on January 19th, 2008 on the Mia Kat Empire label.

Featherface
Houston, Texas
A local Houston band, Featherface 

is a four-piece ensemble that formed in 
2009. Their music is a combination of 
psychedelic pop and rock. In Septem-
ber, they released their first full-length 
album, Actual Magic.

Jesus, the Crazy, and the Bad Kids
Rice University
This group started playing together in 

September 2010. They play a combina-
tion of rock, blues, jazz, and funk with all 
original compositions. They’ve been active 

in the Rice music scene and also won KTRU’s Battle of the Bands 
for Spring 2012. This will be their second time performing in the 
KTRU Outdoor Show.
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TOP 35 FOR THE WEEK OF 03.03.2013
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HOW CAN I CONTACT KTRU?

HOW CAN I SUBMIT MUSIC?

HOW CAN I CONTACT OTHER PEOPLE?

KTRU STAFF LISTING

The winners of KTRU Battle of 
the Bands this year are Jesus, the 
Crazy, and the Bad Kids. Given 
that this student band will be open-
ing the Outdoor Show, we asked 
them to tell us a little more about 
themselves.

KTRU: How did you get the name 
Jesus, The Crazy, and The Bad Kids?

JCBK: Phil heard the name Jesus, 
the Crazy and the Bad Kids as a joke, 
and when asked to give a name for our 
first performance at Martel in 2011, 
Phil gave them that name. It was origi-
nally a biblical reference to Jesus and 
the two men who hung next to him on 
the cross. Michael was Jesus, Phillip 
was the Crazy, and Nick was the Bad 
Kid. As we expanded our band, we 
gathered more bad kids.

KTRU: This semester, you began 
working with a different singer, Chel-
sea Ward. What is Tasneem up to? Will 
this change be permanent?

JCBK: Tasneem is studying abroad 
this semester. We were sad to see her 

leave us for the semester and can’t 
wait for her to return! Luckily, Chelsea 
Ward has stepped in for the semester 
as a substitute singer, and has been 
great to work with.

KTRU: Just before Spring Break, 
you won KTRU’s Battle of the Bands, 
so you’ll be playing in the KTRU Out-
door Show this weekend. The readers 
may remember that you also won last 
years competition and played in the 
Outdoor Show. How was that? Are 
you looking forward to performing 
again this year?

JCBK: Last years Outdoor Show 
was an amazing experience. The 
change from the shitty (no offense) 
acoustics in pub to the professional 
sound equipment at the Outdoor Show 
was most notable. The Central Quad is 
a great environment to play in. We’re 
just hoping for good weather again!

KTRU: Many people may not be 
aware that all of the music you perform 
is original. What’s the writing process 
like? Is it collaborative?

JCBK: Absolutely. Sometimes the 

songs come in with a full structure, 
and sometimes they’re a little more 
than one melody or lick. There have 
been several licks that were entirely 
improvised. In all cases, they’re talked 
over, parts are added, and the result is 
different and better than the original. 
One person comes up with an idea; all 
seven turn it into a song.

KTRU: Are there any particular 
artists that inspire your music?

JCBK: Medeski Martin & Wood, 
Black Keys, Galactic, Led Zeppelin, 
Fela Kuti, Zero 7, Herbie Hancock, Jimi 
Hendrix, Stevie Ray Vaughn, Black 
Merda, The Dead Weather, Nusrat 
Fateh Ali Kahn, Stevie Wonder…And 
of course, there are many others. I 

think you’ll find that, as a band, we 
have a very diverse taste in music. 
Each has their own influences, and 
brings something new to the table

KTRU: What albums are you listen-
ing to right now?

JCBK: Robert Glasper Experiment 
[Black Radio], Fela Kuti & Afrika 70 
[Zombie], Chris Potter [The Sirens], 
Mike Stern [All Over the Place], Frank 
Ocean [Channel Orange], as well as 
some Lizst, Haydn, and Sain-Saens.

A brief interview with 
Jesus, the Crazy, and 
the Bad Kids

 Jesus, the Crazy, and the Bad Kids live at Spring 2013 CelebrateART Festival.

Faces of KTRU

INTERVIEW, KTRU STAFF/FOLIO STAFF/CONTACT KTRU
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