
Volume C, Issue No. 22 studeNt-RuN sINCe 1916 FRIday, FebRuaRy 22, 2013 

by Molly ChIu
News EdItoR

The proposal to increase Rice 
Program Council’s blanket tax by 
$3 was removed from the ballot last 
Friday after RPC was found to be in 
violation of election rules. All votes 
for the ballot are now null and 
void, according to Student Associa-
tion Director of Elections Monica 
Zatarain.

A formal complaint was filed to 
the SA about emails that went out to 
several college email lists from RPC 
representatives encouraging stu-
dents to vote in favor of the resolu-

tion, Zatarain said. According to the 
official campaign rules, which were 
presented to the candidates both in 
the elections packet and at a man-
datory meeting for candidates and 
representatives of causes, neither 
candidates nor people campaigning 
on behalf of a cause may send out 
campaign emails, whether mass or 
individual.

The SA Election Committee 
launched an investigation into the 
complaint and found evidence of 
campaign emails sent to three col-
leges. The committee then com-
bined with members of the SA Exec-
utive Committee and met with RPC’s 

Executive Council to allow RPC to 
respond to the allegations. Accord-
ing to RPC President Catherine Yuh, 
RPC’s Executive Council asked col-
lege representatives to publicize the 
blanket tax increase, and it was not 
made clear that campaign emails 
were prohibited. Yuh said that at the 
meeting, she did acknowledge that 
RPC was in the wrong but that the 
violation was unintentional.

“I recognize that, as RPC presi-
dent, it was my responsibility to 
inform all 56 of our members of the 
rules set forth by the SA,” Yuh said. 
“Unfortunately, when I read the 
[SA] constitution, I overlooked the 

clause disallowing campaign emails 
from both candidates and causes. I 
understood that campaign emails 
from candidates [were] disallowed, 
but due to my own oversight error, I 
did not realize that emails for causes 
were subject to the same code.”

Zatarain said that because this 
violation has not come up before, 
there was no clear precedent in how 
to handle the case. Ultimately, the 
committee decided RPC was in vio-
lation of the campaign rules.

“There were [RPC] people at the 
mandatory candidate meeting, and 
they should have informed their 
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AssIstaNt News EdItoR

The catchy beat of recent viral 
hit Harlem Shake by Baauer perme-
ated the warm air in Rice Univer-
sity’s academic quadrangle Feb. 
17. More than 1,000 Rice students, 
some lured by rumors that sprinter 
Usain Bolt would make a showing, 
came to the impromptu recording 
of the popular meme, according to 
event organizer Clayton Chaney.

Chaney, a Will Rice College se-
nior, said he organized the event 
because he thought it would be a 
cool thing for Rice to do after see-
ing the video from other schools.

“It was Friday night, and I was 
sitting in my room watching all 
these other schools doing this 
Harlem Shake thing, so I thought, 
‘Let’s see if we can get Rice to do 
it, too,” Chaney said. “I think what 
really helped was that my friend 
knew [Bolt] and Wallace Spearmon 
really well, and they were in town 
because of the All-Star game, so he 
invited them to come.”

Chaney said he enjoyed the 
event and felt it brought the univer-
sity together.

“What I’m really happy about 
is that the whole community, ath-
letes, President [David] Leebron, 
came together for a non-alcoholic 

event,” Chaney said. “Everyone 
came together and had fun. I heard 
everything was canceled for it, from 
intramural games to study sessions 
in Fondren [Library]. It was just a 
neat event for the Rice community. 
I’m happy it went well.”

Hanszen College junior Mike 
Schubert said the event would have 
gone more smoothly if the issues 
that appeared had been taken care 
of beforehand.

“It would have been better if 
they had the camera set up [and] 
ready to go before the event start-
ed,” Schubert said. “And there was 
the issue about getting onto the top 
of Fondren. [If they had done it] be-

fore everyone was there, they could 
have adjusted accordingly.”

Schubert said that despite Bolt’s 
absence, he still had fun at the 
event.

“I feel that most of us knew it 
was a slim chance [Bolt] was actu-
ally going to show up, but having 
the fastest man in the world would 
have been legendary,” Schubert 
said. “However, [Spearmon] is still 
a phenomenal athlete, so having 
him there was great.”

According to Chaney, Bolt was 
originally supposed to make an ap-
pearance but, at the last minute, 
could not appear because his con-

Harlem Shake strikes academic quad

by Molly ChIu
News EdItoR

Starting next fall, more stu-
dents across the world will be able 
to experience a virtual Rice educa-
tion. Along with five other major 
universities from around the globe 
Rice is joining online education 
platform edX.

According to Vice Provost for 
Interdisciplinary Initiatives Caro-
line Levander, edX President An-
ant Agarwal came to Rice in Janu-
ary to speak to the faculty about 
his platform. The Faculty Senate 
later unanimously approved a res-
olution allowing Rice to pursue a 
partnership with edX.

edX, founded by Harvard Uni-
versity and Massachusetts Insti-
tute for Technology, is an edu-
cational platform that offers free 
massive online open courses, or 
MOOCs. Rice will use OpenStax 
Tutor, a learning analytics pro-
gram, to help instructors and stu-
dents track progress, according to 
an edX press release.

Last summer, Rice joined 
Coursera, another online course 
provider. edX differs from Cours-
era in that it is a nonprofit organi-
zation and it is committed to open 
access for students, Levander said.

“From a faculty perspective, 
those priorities align more with 
our university mission,” Levander 
said. “[edX’s priorities] signal a 
commitment to learning first, prof-
it second.”

Rice is one of two universities 
worldwide which has joined two 
online course platforms. Levander 
said university leaders wanted to 
be a part of both programs to make 
a big contribution to the develop-
ment of this field.

“One thing to say about Rice is 
that it’s very ambitious,” Levander 
said. “We’re doing both because 
our university leadership really 
wants Rice to distinguish itself.”

edX to offer 
Rice courses 
on the Web

One thing to say 
about Rice is that it’s 
very ambitious. Our 
university leader-
ship wants to Rice to 
distinguish itself.

Caroline Levander
Vice Provost for Interdisci-

plinary Initiatives
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Perhaps the most widely bragged-about feature 
of Rice University’s admissions process is financial 
aid. Admissions officers assure prospective stu-
dents that 100 percent of demonstrated financial 
need will be met by the university. This promise en-
tices many students who would otherwise dismiss 
Rice and comparable universities with large sticker 
prices to apply.

Overall, Rice performs exceptionally well in ful-
filling this pledge. But many struggle to afford their 
Rice education. Generous aid packages reduce the 
financial liability to relatively minor amounts for 
low-income applicants. High-income applicants 
can fund their education without assistance. The 
middle class gets squeezed in between, receiving 
neither overly generous financial aid nor possess-
ing sufficient savings to pay upfront. It is the middle 
class that bears the highest debt upon graduation.

Rice’s financial aid policy contains a troubling 
clause: Outside awards are considered resources 
and will reduce the amount of financial aid you are 
awarded. It is a feature not unique to Rice; however 
it is seriously flawed.

Denying students the ability to use outside 
scholarships to pay for their personal contribution 
unfairly burdens those whose expected family con-
tribution is unrealistic. Furthermore. only a portion 
of the many potential extenuating circumstances 
appear in financial aid applications. I have no 
doubts that the Office of Financial Aid makes ef-
forts to account for this, but this process inevitably 
leads to misjudgments. 

This policy discourages students from applying 
for outside aid at all. Why apply for that privately 
funded scholarship when all awards will be de-
ducted from your existing financial aid? I am sure 
many students decided against applying for those 
small scholarships prior to attending Rice when 
they realized winning those scholarships would 
not make Rice more affordable.

Students should be rewarded for winning 
outside scholarships. Privately funded scholar-
ships are in short supply. Winning even modest 
awards requires significant effort and dedication. 
The most popular essay contests require original 
and thoughtful analysis of novels or philosophical 
ideals but pay only a few thousand dollars, if that. 
These applicants spend hours filling out personal 
information and answering the typical questions 
such as why Student A deserves scholarship X. 
Most applications end in rejection. Why should the 
winners lose the reward for their hard work?

Other arguments could be made, but these 
three main points sufficiently highlight the unin-
tended consequences of this policy. An alternative 
policy should be explored that balances the com-
peting goals of equating costs of attendance across 
incomes and correcting the flaws above. Reforming 
this policy to a partial deduction would be a simple 
method to address these concerns, allowing stu-
dents to retain a portion of their scholarships for 
payment of their expected family contribution. A 
50-50 split would be a good starting point for this 
conversation.

Only removing a portion of the earned outside 
aid from Rice financial aid empowers students who 
currently struggle with high expected family contri-
butions to reduce this burden by their own efforts. 
Even more, such reform enables motivated stu-
dents to reduce their parents’ bill by their preroga-
tive. Those who already apply and earn outside aid 
would be compensated for their success.

Reforming this policy would save Rice money. 
A partial reduction would restore the incentive for 
students to apply for outside aid in the first place. 
If students retain a portion of their awards for per-
sonal expenses, they gain a benefit from winning. 
Future students might apply where previous stu-
dents have been discouraged. If successful, Rice’s 
expenditures would decline along with those of 
individual students’ after-aid cost of attendance, 
producing a net benefit for all parties involved.

Rice’s Office of Financial Aid and its broader ad-
ministration deserve the praise currently received 
by ratings agencies and the Office of Admission, 
but the policy of deducting outside awards from 
university-granted financial aid remains deeply 
flawed. The policy may have been implemented for 
valid reasons, but the unintended consequences 
are significant and undesirable. A partial reduc-
tion from university aid corrects these concerns. 
Unseen complications likely hinder any path to 
reform, but it remains a conversation worth having. 

 
                           James Dargan is a 

Wiess College sophomore.
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Editors’ farewell
It has been our honor to serve as editors in 

chief over the past year. To run a media outlet 
is certainly no easy task, and whether you are 
the Rice Thresher or CNN, the simple fact is that 
you will be receiving a lot of feedback, not all of 
which is positive — and that is certainly the pub-
lic’s prerogative. Just as it is our job to bring the 
news to the public, it is the duty of the respon-
sible public to share their perspectives with the 
media so that we may ultimately better report on 
those things that best represent the interests of 
the public. With that being said, it is the season 
of changeovers, and the Thresher is no different. 
Current Creative Director Rachel Marcus will be 
assuming the position of editor in chief starting 
with the next issue, and we wish her the best of 
luck, but before then, we would like to recap the 
10 biggest stories and topics of our tenure, par-
tially for nostalgia, but also for memoriam and 
progression. 

10. The speakers
Chief Justice John Roberts, Gov. John Hunts-

man and of course his eminence, Travis Porter, 
have all visited Rice this year, and we hope next 
year will bring an even greater pool of speakers to 
the Rice community.
9. The Caplans, Martel’s RAs, being dismissed

The support system we have at residen-
tial colleges at Rice is quite effective; however, 
this system is susceptible to breakdown, and 
the Caplans represent an example of that. But 
more importantly, the system worked, and the 
complaints of the Martel student body were 
heard, ultimately resulting in a change to en-
sure the most positive student experience for  
Martel students.
8. The Great Election Debacle of 2013

This is an encompassing topic which is com-
prised of the uncontested Student Association 
presidency, the Rice Program Council campaign 
misconduct, and the SA ballot’s nonadherence to 
constitutional requirements. Election season is a 
time to celebrate democracy, not bemoan it. Sim-
ply put, we hope things run smoother than this 
past year in the future for the betterment of the 
community.
7. The men’s basketball team exodus

Six players left the basketball team during this 
past offseason. Whether a result of team chemis-
try issues, the bidding of former Assistant Coach 
Marco Marcos, or blatant racism as alleged by 
Arsalan Kazemi and Omar Oraby in their NCAA 
waiver requests, the simple fact is that Head 
Coach Ben Braun’s squad was left decimated and 
unable to compete, with the team accomplishing 
only one conference win to date this season. The 
dissatisfaction that led to this massive exodus is 
something Athletic Director Rick Greenspan and 
the rest of the athletic department will want to 
work to eliminate.
6. New infrastructure

From the $20 million Moody Foundation 
pledge to fund a new arts building to the recently 
started Glasscock Building for Continuing Educa-
tion, it is certainly a great thing to see that alumni 
are investing in the betterment and future of Rice 
University. Dear investors, can we see some love 
for a new student center?
5. Bowl game win

The Rice football team had an incredible 
season, particularly by finishing the year with  
five straight wins — the last of which was a vic-

tory in the Armed Forces Bowl. The final win of 
the year allowed Rice to finish with a winning 
7-6 record for the season; furthermore, a heroic 
performance by quarterback Driphus Jackson 
and the rest of the young squad creates a lot of 
anticipation for next year. On a side note, look 
for tight end Vance McDonald in this year’s NFL 
draft as his draft stock seems to be continually 
rising.
4. C-USA women’s soccer conference win. 

For the first time in school history, the Rice wom-
en’s soccer team finished the season at the top of the 
C-USA standings. The accomplishment is unprec-
edented and undeniably due in part to the great se-
nior leadership provided by Julia Barrow, Amy Beger, 
Alex Burton, Lauren LaGro and Andie Obermeyer. 
Also ladies, those conference rings look sick. 
3. Rice turns 100

Rice University celebrated its 100th anniver-
sary last October. Rice has made incredible strides 
over the past century, becoming one of the leading 
research universities in the world with one of the 
smallest student bodies among its peers. Only the 
next century will be able to tell how we continue 
to better ourselves while maintaining the unique 
identity that makes us the best university in  
the country.
2. Mental health at Rice

Rice has the happiest students in the coun-
try. This is a headline that has been printed nu-
merous times in the Thresher and a phrase that 
is uttered constantly around campus. Yes, stu-
dents tend to be happy here at Rice. However, 
for those that are not happy here, the perception 
that everybody at Rice is happy is difficult to 
cope with. A courageous opinion piece by Olivia 
Hansen in December brought this issue to the 
surface, and since then, the dialogue about the 
truth of mental health at Rice has been opened. 
The administration has taken note of the issue, 
and we can only hope that campus resources are 
ultimately expanded to the point that all stu-
dents can access the care they need in the case 
of mental crises. 
1. NOD-gate

News of the 10 alcohol-related transports 
from this year’s Night of Decadence was picked 
up immediately by the Houston media. A story 
about potential future leaders of the state and 
country being brought to the hospital for get-
ting over-intoxicated was too good to pass up for 
these local outlets, but the fact they all seemed 
to miss was that these transports occurred near-
ly universally out of an abundance of caution. 
The transports illustrated the fact that at Rice, 
we have a support system in place that ensures 
that anyone in the vicinity of danger gets the 
best treatment possible — even if they do not 
necessarily need it. Nonetheless, the occurrence 
of so many Owls being hospitalized in one night 
reopened the conversation about alcohol on 
campus. The Alcohol Policy Advisory Commit-
tee was convened to give its recommendations 
to Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson. 
While some change is clearly needed, as enu-
merated in recent editorials, we can only hope 
the alcohol policies ultimately enacted do not 
negatively impact the culture of Rice University. 
For better or worse, the changes put into effect 
now could change the landscape of Rice’s social 
life for the next century.

 
Ryan Gupta and Seth Brown are editors in chief 

of the Rice Thresher and will be sleeping from 
now until graduation.

Rice Financial aid 
still needs work

James Dargan

SANJULA YOONJIN
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Rice’s ship of state headed toward catastrophe if ignored any longer
Plato famously compared the govern-

ment to an oceangoing vessel, the “ship of 
state.” Bearing this in mind, it is time to 
tell the Marching Owl Band to play “Louie, 
Louie” and get the freshmen to the lifeboats 
because Rice’s ship of state is sinking — and 
sinking fast. Last week’s elections mark an 
ignominious milestone, a complete and utter 
disaster that we must rectify. 

Our tale of woe starts before the election 
with the announcement of the ballot pro-
posals and candidates. Yoonjin Min became 
president by being the only person to want 
the job. Furthermore, the Blanket Tax Com-
mittee, confused about the bylaws of the 
SA Constitution it operates under, violated 
its own rules when making its recommen-
dations. These recommendations included 
endorsing a request by the Rice Program 
Council for a now-infamous $3 blanket tax 
increase. For good reason, the editorial 
board of the Thresher was against an orga-
nization marred by failure asking that stu-
dents pay it more money and just trust that 
it will fix its deep-seated problems in due 
time. The Thresher’s editorial organs — the 
Backpage, the cartoon, and the staff edito-
rial — all denounced the tax increase. There 
was nothing strictly wrong with this; all 
three of these things (the first two of which 
I author) are opinions and do not need to 

be unbiased. However, the sheer number 
of editorial attacks in one issue was, in ret-
rospect, a mistake that hurt the Thresher’s 
credibility.  RPC, like any organization an-
gry about Thresher coverage, responded as 
it should have and wrote a letter to the edi-
tor the next week expressing their opinion. 
Up to this point, the situation was not an  
all-out disaster. 

Then the election began. The Election 
Committee violated the SA Constitution and 
Bylaws by incorrectly setting up the ballot by 
leaving out preferential voting and the abil-
ity to abstain. This mistake was doubtlessly 
due to the fact that the article in the SA Con-
stitution referred to the bylaws, which re-
ferred to the Election Guide on the SA web-
site, which referred to the Election Code, 
which was said to be on the SA website but 
in fact did not seem to exist. One of the stu-
dents at Rice who actually understands the 
byzantine constitution informed the SA of 
this problem within a few hours of the elec-
tion. Nothing was done. The other student 
informed the Thresher of what was surely an 
important story. Due to lack of time the story 
did not go to print. The story appears after 
the fact in this week’s edition.

Meanwhile, my fellow Backpage editor 
and I received a leaked copy of the RPC bud-
get from an anonymous source. This was not 
confidential information. According to the 
Blanket Tax Committee’s Rules, it should 
have been publically available online. We 
decided to print the budget, along with a 
mock advertisement, calling attention to 
what we perceived to be unnecessary expen-
ditures. Then RPC began to attack us. There 
is nothing wrong with RPC responding to our 
attacks – in fact, I think a contested election 
is a healthy thing and that RPC had not only 
the right to respond to us, but the duty to do 
so. However, the content of its responses was 

disturbing. There was a sense of offense, a 
belief that its members’ laudable number of 
“hours spent volunteering” entitled RPC to 
an uncontested election to increase student 
funds. Disagreeing with RPC apparently was 
a malicious attack against every single one 
of its members.

One attack in particular angered RPC: the 
fact we called the tax measure an “invest-
ment in incompetence.” Contrary to RPC’s 
comments, the remark was describing its or-
ganization, not an attack on individual mem-
bers. I could understand, however, why the 
remark offended them. No one wants to have 
his or her competence insulted. However, 
RPC then proved our comments correct when 
it sent out a Jones College Listserv email 
campaigning for its proposal, an obviously 
illegal method of campaigning. The Election 
Committee, the organization that broke its 
own rules when writing the ballot, promptly 
kicked RPC off the constitutionally invalid 
ballot for breaking the election code. I may 
be against the blanket tax increase, but it de-
serves an up or down vote. It is important to 
know what the student body believes about 
the direction of RPC, and now, due to the 
selective enforcement of the rules, we may 
never know. 

So, to recap the elections of 2013: The bal-
lot violated the constitution, the presidency 
was uncontested, the Thresher appeared bi-
ased or did not report the news at all, and 
RPC argued that campaigning against it and 
calling it incompetent was “malice,” while 
they flagrantly violated the selectively en-
forced election rules. Change is needed. 

Two things are needed to save our sink-
ing ship of state. The first is fresh blood. Our 
student institutions need people with fresh 
ideas and initiative. RPC needs members will-
ing to read the rules and acknowledge criti-
cism just like the Thresher needs members of 

the editorial staff who will not only go out of 
their way to report the news, but will also be 
willing to write editorials and opinion piec-
es offering contrasting points of view. The 
Thresher’s bias on the op-ed page is in many 
ways due to the fact that so few people of 
the Rice community contribute. We may dis-
agree with some members of the SA and RPC, 
but that does not mean we do not want them 
to contribute to the Thresher passionately  
and often.

The second is constitutional reform. 
There are few who love the SA Constitution, 
and even fewer who understand it. I under-
stand that the SA will probably never look 
like the Confederation of Colleges I want it to 
be. At the very least however, let us rewrite it 
so that those working in the SA comprehend 
their own rules. While it is not her fault, 
Min is president due to an uncontested  and 
fraudulent election. She must call for a com-
mittee to craft a new Constitution, that at the 
very least can be understood by those who 
seek to uphold it. The ship of state is sink-
ing, but if we act now, we  can prevent our 
cherished institutions from drowning. 

    
       Anthony Lauriello is a Wiess College senior 

and a Thresher backpage editor.

Anthony Lauriello

I never knew what the term “achievement 
gap” meant until I tutored at a low-income 
school in Washington, D.C. I never knew 
the depth of inequality of opportunity until 
I mentored underserved students in Hous-
ton. I never knew that 2.6 miles away from 
my neighborhood there was a school where 
98 percent of the kids are in poverty until I 
visited two weeks ago.  

Growing up in an upper-middle-class 
home here in Houston, I was not exposed 
to impoverished communities, low-income 
schools or sub-par facilities. I just never saw 
Houston’s inequity.

Sociologists refer to this phenomenon as 
the “segregation of affluence”; namely, that 
upper-income families from suburbs or gat-
ed communities seldom interact with low-in-
come citizens. The growing privatization of 
schools and community centers has accen-
tuated this reality, as it decreases the pos-
sibilities for upper-income and low-income 
individuals to meet. The result of these fac-
tors is simple: Upper-income people are not 
exposed to society’s poverty and inequal-
ity. This, by extension, leads to a number of 
misperceptions — “poor people are lazy” or 
“rich people are greedy” — that influence 
people’s attitudes and actions toward the 
other. These direct and indirect effects of the 
segregation of affluence, in my estimation, 
partly explain Rice’s lack of service.

Two weeks ago, an informative Thresher 
opinion piece (“Rice’s secretive service: Vol-
unteering at Rice must not be hidden” Jan. 
31, 2013) posited that Rice’s poor record of 
volunteering is due to either the students 
or the system. The article concluded that 
Rice’s complex community service system 
was the sole driver of this. While I agree 
that Rice’s service opportunities should be 
improved and that Rice students are not 
inherently evil people who shun commu-
nity service, the picture seems somewhat 
more nuanced than this portrayal. That is, 
perhaps some Rice students are, like I was, 
unaware of the immense need for service. In 
other words, perhaps the segregation of af-

fluence accounts for a portion of Rice’s low  
volunteering culture. 

This ignorance does not apply to ev-
ery Rice student, but I would argue that it 
certainly applies to some. This is not any 
student’s fault; rather, it is a societal flaw 
we must work to overcome. Let me also be 
unequivocal: I myself faced a similar real-
ity. When I entered Rice, I had absolutely 
no interest in community service. Why? Be-
cause I just did not understand the level of 
inequality in Houston. My thought process 
was naive: I do not see poverty in Houston; 
therefore, I see no need for community ser-
vice. While few, if any, are as ignorant as I 
was, some Rice students are likely unaware 
of our city’s inequities.

If my assertion is true, the follow-up 
question is: What can Rice actually do about 
it? While offering classes focused on Hous-
ton’s reality is important, this is not enough. 
To truly overcome the segregation of afflu-
ence, we must actually see the inequities. 
My tutoring and mentoring experiences 
were powerful because I saw students toil-
ing away to reach their greatest aspirations 
only to be relegated to sub-par schools and 
underserved communities. These personal 
stories of real people with real dreams will 
leave an indelible mark and, I believe, ulti-
mately provide the greatest motivation for 
service. If Rice seeks to foster a culture of 
volunteerism, it must help its students real-
ize why community service is necessary and 
how they can actually make a difference. 
While there is no silver bullet, I would offer 
the following suggestions:

1. During Orientation Week, Rice should 
organize tours of Houston. Such initiatives 
would expose students to Houston’s low-
income, poverty-stricken neighborhoods 
and successful projects for which we could 

volunteer. The tours would offer both truth 
— Houston has real needs — and hope: Rice 
students can make a difference and, poten-
tially, motivate greater service participation.

2. Rice should offer more classes that fea-
ture service-based learning, wherein we can 
apply our knowledge to local challenges. 
Some sociology courses (SOCI 301: Social 
Inequality and SOCI 470: Inequality and Ur-
ban Life) already do this, but other depart-
ments are lagging behind. For example, per-
haps economics students studying tax policy 
could go to a local community center to help 
families complete tax forms, or students in 
introductory legal classes could volunteer at 
a legal-aid clinic, or students in introductory 
courses in science could offer complimen-
tary tutoring services to low-income high 
school students.

3. The Rice University Department of Eco-
nomics should offer courses on poverty and 
social mobility. While theoretical knowledge 
alone is not enough, understanding the facts 
may motivate some to serve. It is frankly ap-
palling that, given this nation’s wide income 
inequality and, for many, the inaccessibility 
of the American dream, Rice’s Department of 
Economics offers a grand total of zero class-
es in these areas.

4. Rice should host more speakers or con-
ferences focused on both Houston’s chal-
lenges and its opportunities. By hearing first-
hand accounts of the need for and impact of 
volunteering, we may become more likely  
to serve.  

This policy list is neither perfect nor com-
prehensive, but it will hopefully spark a dis-
cussion about the segregation of affluence 
and its effects on community service. In fact, 
if the aforementioned initiatives are tested 
and proven unsuccessful, they should be 
discontinued, and the resources should be 
invested in other endeavors. While none of 
these recommendations will motivate thou-
sands of students to volunteer, they may pro-
vide the little nudge that breaks through the 
segregation of affluence and inspires some 
students to serve and ultimately enhances 
Rice’s culture of volunteerism. By building 
this collective drive to serve, we as Rice stu-
dents can have an impact on solving some 
of this city’s greatest problems. We will not 
eliminate Houston’s poverty or the Houston 
Independent School District’s achievement 
gap, but we can take small steps toward prog-
ress that together add up to one giant leap.  
                           

Neeraj Salhotra is a  
Sid Richardson College senior.

Perceived lack of service due to segregation of affluence

Neeraj Salhotra

If Rice seeks to foster a cul-
ture of volunteerism, it must 
help its students realize why 
community service is neces-
sary and how they can  
actually make a difference.

Last week’s elections mark 
an ignominious milestone, 
a complete and utter disas-
ter that we must rectify.
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RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Feb. 13-17.

Residential Colleges
Lovett College
Martel College
Lovett College
Will Rice College

Hanszen College

Hanszen College

Other Buildings
Bioscience Research Collaborative
Allen Center

Humanities Building
BRC
BRC
RMC

Other Locations
West Lot 3
Reckling Park
2301 Greenbriar Drive

Feb. 13
Feb. 14
Feb. 14
Feb. 14

Feb. 16

Feb. 17

Feb. 13
Feb. 13

Feb. 14
Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16 

Feb. 14
Feb. 16
Feb. 17

Theft
Theft of bicycle
Theft of bicycle
Disorderly conduct, referral to 
Student Judicial Programs
Liquor law violations, referral to 
SJP
Theft of bicycle

Theft of bicycle, cleared by arrest
Harassment through electronic 
communication
Theft of bicycle
Theft of bicycle
Theft of bicycle, cleared by arrest
Trespassing, cleared by arrest

Criminal mischief
Simple assault
Driving under the influence, 
cleared by arrest

John Lennox, professor of mathematics at the University of Oxford, spoke at the annual 
Veritas Forum Tuesday, Feb. 19. He discussed how faith can exist in a world of suffering. 
For more information, see the full story at www.ricethresher.org.

by Sana Yaklur
Thresher Staff

On Saturday, Feb. 16, a Design for America 
workshop to kick off a month-long design proj-
ect took place in the Oshman Engineering De-
sign Kitchen. 

DFA, started at Northwestern University, is 
a network that brings together people from dif-
ferent backgrounds and majors to design a so-
lution to a problem in their communities, event 
coordinator Katherine Li said.

The workshop, hosted by DFA founder 
Aaron Horowitz, was the second step of the ap-
plication process to get a chapter of DFA at Rice 
University, according to Li.

Li said this stage of the application involves 
a month-long design project on a topic of ap-
plicants’ choosing. At the workshop on Satur-
day, which was supposed to be the kickoff for 
the project, participants chose to try to solve 
the problem of bike theft.

“We had a brainstorming session for 
problems anywhere — not necessarily Hous-
ton-specific — and from these broader top-
ics, we took specific applications to Hous-
ton,” said Li. “We narrowed it down to bike 
theft since it is really applicable and acces-
sible to Rice students.”

To tackle the project on bike theft, the stu-
dents who attended the workshop will have to do 
more research into the problem, Li said.

“We’ve gone through the process of under-
standing the project in the intense two-hour 
workshop, but we still need more research on 
different perspectives on campus,” Li said. 
“There may be aspects of [the] problem we 
didn’t see previously.”

The first stage of the application process re-
quired applicants to go out into their commu-
nity and interview five strangers on what they 
like about the community and what they think 
could be improved, Li said.

“This gives us a local’s perspective,” Li 
said. “Through this stage, DFA wants to see 
whether Houston or whether Rice needs DFA. 
They’re not just looking for interest; they’re 
looking for opportunity.”

The students will put together a video to 
show the abundance of interest and dedication 
on campus, Li said. DFA uses the second stage 
to gauge the interest at Rice in a chapter.

If they pass the second stage, both Li and 
event coordinator Margaret Watkins will fly 
to Chicago to participate in an interview 
with the founder and a leadership work-
shop, Li said. 

A chapter of DFA would bring together 
a group of about 15 students and would pick 
two or three topics for the team to tackle, Li 
said. The group would then be divided into 
subgroups, which would each work on one 
of these problems, according to Li. Each sub-
group would have to reach out to someone in 
the community who was in a field related to 
their project, she said. For instance, according 
to Li, if a group was working on a project re-
lated to healthcare, it would contact someone 
from the Texas Medical Center.

Li said that while DFA might sound like it 
is intended for engineers only, it welcomes 
all majors.

“No matter what, people can always have 
something to say and more input can always 
make your work better,” Li said. “Design for 
America can be intimidating for people who 
are not engineers, ... but it involves community 
outreach, research, and creativity, something 
that can be found in all majors.”

Watkins said the solutions were not always 
technology-heavy.

“Solutions are never very engineering 
heavy,” Watikins said. “They’re much more 
creativity-based. We don’t want to design new 
technology to solve problems. The solution can 
be something very simple and intuitive.”

Students bring Design for 
America chapter to Rice The following were noted at the most recent meeting of the Student Association on Feb. 18.

■■■ SA Internal Vice President Gabrien Clark announced Student Senate changeover 
would take place March 4.

■■■ SA Director of Elections Monica Zatarain announced the results of the recent 
general election and that there would be a runoff election for the position of 
SA secretary since no candidate received more than 50 percent of the votes as 
required by the SA constitution, and a lack of preferential voting prevented the 
determination of a winner. The runoff election will run from 11:59 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 20, until 11:59 p.m. Friday, Feb. 22.

■■■ SA President Sanjula Jain discussed the SA’s accomplishments during her ad-
ministration.

■■■ The SA Executive Board members each discussed what projects they presided 
over during the year. Highlights include the creation of committees, a larger 
new student representative program, reducing the LPAP requirement from two 
to one, Centennial programming, the blanket tax committee and the club ap-
proval committee.

■■■ The college presidents presented their work, covering the Student Vision for 
the Second Century, the Center for Teaching Excellance, college fee increases, 
centennial activites and key discussions during the year, among other things.

■■■ The NSRs and college senators finished the presentation as they spoke of their 
projects and achievements.

The SA will next meet March 4 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

Want to stay informed on 
all the latest happenings? 

Join the Thresher 
News Team!

Write stories. Get paid.

Check out our job listings at 
http://bit.ly/YpkPjQ and http://bit.ly/11XIG2k
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representatives,” Zatarain said.
Yuh said she wants to apologize for the 

violation.
“I'd like to take this as an opportunity to 

apologize to any Rice students who feel that 
RPC meant any harm in sending out Listserv 
emails,” Yuh said. “This was not our inten-
tion at all, and we apologize for the oversight 
error.”

The Election Committee decided to allow 
RPC to resubmit its proposal to the ballot for 
any upcoming election, as long as the proposal 
receives the approval of a 2/3 majority of the 
voting Student Senate members, Zatarain said. 
The next opportunity will be the spring elec-
tion, which will take place March 11-15.

SA President Sanjula Jain said she be-
lieved Zatarain and the Election Committee 

handled the situation gracefully and accord-
ing to procedure and that the verdict was fair.

“Both the Election and Executive Com-
mittees were empathetic to the cause and 
situation and therefore felt that providing 
the option to re-enter the ballot in the spring 
election was the most lenient option avail-
able,” Jain said.

Yuh said RPC has not decided yet wheth-
er it will re-enter the ballot initiative for the 
spring election.

“We're weighing different factors, includ-
ing student interest, student responsiveness 
and voter turnout,” Yuh said. “Voter turnout 
in the spring election is typically lower. For 
any blanket tax request to pass, we will need 
20 percent of students to vote. If we choose 
not to put the request on the spring ballot, we 
can use next year to address some of the on-
going student concerns regarding our events, 
then revisit the request after gauging student 
interest.”

0TAX
 from page 1

tract required him to sign autographs at the 
Toyota Center.

“I wasn’t lying,” Chaney said. “I felt bad be-
cause I kind of led everyone on. In a way, I’m 
kind of glad because I don’t think we could 
have taken a realistic video [if he had come]. 
Even with just [Spearmon] there, everyone was 
mobbing him, and it was just crazy.”

Martel College freshman David Lam said 
he thought the video could have done with a 
lot of improvement.

“The beginning part was not representa-
tive of Rice at all,” Lam said. “Swole guys, a 

DJ and a chick in a bikini in the middle of the 
quad. They should have gotten more people 
in the video with a wider view, showcasing 
the … Sallyport and Willy's statue. The tran-
sitions from viewpoint to viewpoint were re-
ally annoying and weren't fitting of the na-
ture of a Harlem Shake video.”

Chaney said he believed the final video 
product was the best that could be done with 
the footage.

“I really didn’t expect so many people to 
show up,” Chaney said. “I was kind of over-
whelmed. We couldn’t really shoot it exactly 
how the Harlem Shake video is. We tried our 
best. Shoutouts to [Spearmon] for showing 
up and to the kid who fell over the hedges 
in the video.”

0SHAKE
 from page 1

Currently, Levander said she has a call 
out to Rice faculty members for proposals for 
online courses, with a deadline set for mid-
March. A faculty panel will then review the 
proposals and decide which courses will be of-
fered through edX. At least four courses will be 
offered beginning next fall. Thus far, Levander 
said she has received proposals from faculty in 
all disciplines.

“We want to show people who encounter 
Rice curriculum online the full range of options 
that students have on campus,” Levander said.

More than 80,000 students enrolled in 
Rice’s first online course, Introduction to Py-
thon, which ran from October to December 
2012. Approximately 4,000 students success-
fully completed the course, which is a typical 
completion rate for online courses, according 
to Levander. Department chair and professor 
of computer science Joe Warren co-taught the 
course and said he thought it was successful.

“Our class is currently the highest-rated/
reviewed MOOC of all time, according to the 
major MOOC review sites,” Warren said.

Warren said one benefit of an online class 
was that the large class size helped make 
teaching errors noticeable. 

“If one student makes an isolated error, it’s 
probably a problem with the student’s under-
standing,” Warren said. “If thousands of stu-
dents make an error, it’s probably the instruc-
tor’s fault.”

In addition to the Coursera course, Warren 
also taught COMP 160: Intro Computer Game 
Creation, a blended online course. Brown Col-
lege freshman Lauren Staal said she enjoyed 
the online component of the course.

“We would watch lecture videos online on 
our own time and then come to class to work 
on our projects and ask questions,” Staal said. 
“I like this much better than traditional in-
class lectures because I think class time with 
the professor and TAs is better spent asking 
questions and working on assignments than 
just sitting and listening. Also, we could pause 
and replay the video lectures, which is a huge 
bonus over in-class lectures.

Warren said he recommended that profes-
sors who are considering teaching a MOOC cre-
ate an online component for their on-campus 
course first.

“Think and learn about how to use this tech-
nology,” Warren said. “Once your class is in an 
online form, build an open-enrollment version 
of the class — a MOOC. Having tens of thou-
sands of students take your class will improve 
the quality of education delivered by your class 
to both on-campus and online students.”

0EDX
 from page 1

SA President
Yoonjin Min- 86.13%
Write-In Candidate- 13.70%

SA IVP
Min Ji Kim- 37.62%
Nathan Liu- 54.46%
Write-In Candidate- 7.90%

SA EVP
Andrea Mansur- 21.63%
Ravi Sheth- 51.01%
Kristina Vu- 20.03%
Write-In Candidate- 7.32%

SA Secretary
Muhammad Harirah- 19.16%
Andrew Ta- 38.82%
Nathan Andrus- 32.77%
Write-In Candidate 9.09%
Note: Since no candidate received more than 
50 percent of the votes, and preferential vot-
ing was not available to determine a winner, 
a runoff election for SA secretary is currently 
being held. Students can vote now until 11:59 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 22 at owlection.appspot.
com/home. To vote, log in with your NetID.

SA Treasurer
Michael Pan- 89.75%
Write-In Candidate- 10.08%

RPC President
Aisha Jeeva- 52.10%
Catherine Yuh- 40.40%
Write-In Candidate- 7.49%

•	 University Court, KTRU and RTV5 con-
stitutional amendments all passed.

•	 The proposal to increase Rice Pro-
gram Council’s blanket tax by $3 was 
removed from the ballot due to cam-
paign violations.

•	 The proposal to make the Rice En-
dowment for Sustainable Energy 
Technology a permanent blanket tax 
organization received 65.46 percent 
of the votes, which did not meet the 
required 67 percent and therefore did 
not pass.

•	 All candidates for uncontested posi-
tions won election.

Note: Voters were unable to abstain from 
voting in specific elections. 

SA Election Results
1,188 votes were cast in the SA general election.



Who Will Win: Christoph Waltz
     Hoffman’s role as a cult leader based on L. 

Ron Hubbard won 
praise from many film 
critics’ circles, but the 
cryptic nature of The 
Master will turn off 
voters. I give a slight 
edge to Waltz, who 
has a BAFTA Award 
and a Golden Globe, 
over Jones, who won 

Who Should Win: Tommy Lee Jones
      Waltz was brilliant, but his role is not 
supporting — he co-stars with Jamie Foxx 
— and fellow cast member Samuel L. Jack-
son brought more depth to his character. On 

the other hand, Jones 
gave the standout per-
formance in a movie 
full of superb perfor-
mances. Hoffman, 
as always, does great 
work, but I will associ-
ate Thaddeus Stevens 
with Jones’ portrayal 
for years to come.

and allow the viewers to forget about what they 
watched instantly. Not Zero Dark Thirty. When the 
credits roll, the audience 
has to seriously reflect 
on current and former 
American foreign policy. 
The conclusions might not 
change, but one thing is 
certain: No one can watch 
this film and not view the 
War on Terror in a differ-
ent light.

The Nominees:
Bradley Cooper — Silver Linings Playbook
Daniel Day-Lewis — Lincoln
Hugh Jackman — Les Miserables
Joaquin Phoenix — The Master
Denzel Washington — Flight

Who Will Win: Jennifer Lawrence
      BAFTA winner Riva has an outside shot, 

but this is probably a 
toss-up between Law-
rence and Chastain. 
Both won Golden 
Globes (Lawrence 
for comedy, Chas-
tain for drama), but 
Lawrence won the 
SAG Award, which is 
about 2/3 accurate in 

ture winner that did not receive a best director 
nomination was Driving 
Miss Daisy in 1990. 
Amour won the Palme 
d’Or at the Cannes Film 
Festival and count-
less Film Critics’ Circle 
Awards, but its subject 
matter is so depressing 
that many voters will be 
repelled. Life of Pi was 
the feel-good movie of 
2012 but has few major 
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COUNTERCRAWL
“Gather, all ye misfits and rene-
gade artists, revelers and carous-
ers” is the rally cry of Counter-
crawl 7, an art, music and cycling 
event planning its seventh in-
stallment Saturday, Feb. 23, 
starting at 12 p.m.. Participation 
is free, so grab your bikes for a 
blissful day of shrines, games, 
art, music and bells!

Around the Houston Area
www.facebook.com
/153260664823327

co/153260664823327/
Rice University
vada.rice.edu

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Kaylen and Ellen’s picks for 

events outside the hedges, 
both around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

RODEO 
PARADE

If you’re hankerin’ for some 
true Texan culture, head to the 
Downtown Rodeo Parade this 
Saturday, starting at 10 p.m.. 
With floats, horses, livestock 
and marching bands, all y’all 
better be fixin’ to go.

Pierce Elevated to Buffalo 
Bayou

I-45 to East End
www.hslr.com/Events/

DowntownRodeoParade.
aspx

LUENELL
She was a hooker with a heart 
of gold in Borat, she makes 
us laugh on VH1’s top 100 
lists, and now, she is coming 
to Houston: Luenell. This co-
medic superstar will be strut-
ting her improv stuff Thurs-
day, Feb. 28, through Sunday, 
March 3. The event is 18+, and 
tickets are $20-30.

Space 431
7620 Katy Freeway

http://improv.com/index.
cfm

MUSIC GALA
Before Black History Month 
comes to a close, see what black 
women composers have brought 
to music at the Annual African 
American Music Gala. This event, 
taking place Saturday, Feb. 23, at 
7 p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 24, at 4 
p.m., showcases spirituals, art 
songs and instrumental selec-
tions by eight female composers 
from the 20th century until today. 
Tickets are $25.

Christ Church Cathedral
1117 Texas Avenue

www.houstonebonymusic.org

Controversy surrounds the Academy Awards. 
Film nominations are political, and winners 
are sometimes undeserving.  Cinephiles 
argue over best picture winners decades 
after they are decided. However, what is 

beyond dispute is that the Academy Awards 
are an integral part of Hollywood’s magic. 
For those who love film, no night better cel-
ebrates cinema.  And luckily for audiences 
this year, the nominations are deserved in 

no small part due to the fact that summer 
releases and foreign films, which rarely get 
Academy recognition, both received nods 
for best picture and best director (Beasts of 
the Southern Wild and Amour, respectively). 

In fact, the only undeserved nomination is 
the self-indulgent  Les Miserables for best 
picture. Here are my predictions and picks 
for Sunday:
   -Brian Biekman

Best Actor in a Supporting Role
The Nominees:
Alan Arkin — Argo
Robert DeNiro — Silver Linings Playbook
Philip Seymour Hoffman — The Master
Tommy Lee Jones — Lincoln
Christoph Waltz — Django Unchained

Best Actress in a Supporting Role
The Nominees:
Amy Adams — The Master
Sally Field — Lincoln
Anne Hathaway — Les Miserables
Helen Hunt — The Sessions
Jacki Weaver — Silver Linings Playbook

Who Will Win: Anne Hathaway
      The Oscar is hers to lose. She has al-

ready won the Golden 
Globe, the BAFTA, 
the SAG Award and 
nearly every film crit-
ics’ circle award. If 
any name other than 
Hathaway is called 
Sunday night, expect 
an audible gasp from 
the crowd.

Who Should Win: Anne Hathaway
       Les Miserables was one of the most 
disappointing moviegoing experiences of 
my life, but Hathaway’s performance as a 
single mother forced into prostitution was 
spellbinding. Her agonized rendition of 
“I Dreamed a Dream” was the best scene 

of 2012. Hunt was 
downright charm-
ing as a sex surro-
gate for a man af-
flicted with polio, 
but Hathaway was 
the one thing right 
in a movie where 
nearly everything 
went wrong.

Best Actor in a Leading Role

Who Will Win: Daniel Day-Lewis
      On Sunday night, Day-Lewis will become 

the first person to 
win three best actor 
Oscars. He has won 
almost every major 
award. The other 
nominees should not 
even bother writing 
acceptance speeches. 
If Anne Hathaway los-
ing would draw gasps 

Who Should Win: Denzel Washington
Day-Lewis gave the most technically masterful 
performance of the year. But Washington took 
a far greater risk in portraying alcoholic pilot 
Whip Whitaker. When playing an addict, one 
wrong move elicits a slew of bad laughs. But 

Washington deliv-
ered one of his most 
visceral performanc-
es, joining Nicolas 
Cage in Leaving Las 
Vegas and Harvey 
Keitel in Bad Lieu-
tenant as one of the 
all-time great movie 
addicts.

Best Actress in a Leading Role
The Nominees:
Jessica Chastain — Zero Dark Thirty
Jennifer Lawrence — Silver Linings Playbook
Emmanuelle Riva — Amour
Quvenzhane Wallis — Beasts of the Southern Wild
Naomi Watts — The Impossible Who Should Win: Emmanuelle Riva

   Riva stands above the rest as an elderly wife and 
mother suffering through the final stages of life. 
Her character’s health deteriorates from perfectly 

abled to paralyzed on 
one side to losing bowel 
control to speaking-im-
paired. Yet we believe her 
at every stage and know 
we are viewing the same 
person with the same 
hopes, fears and desires, 
even when she cannot 
express them.

Best Picture

What Will Win: Lincoln 
      Argo took the top prize at the BAFTAs and 
Golden Globes, but the lack of a best director 
nomination makes victory for producer/direc-
tor Ben Affleck improbable. The last best pic-

What Should Win: Zero Dark Thirty
       This movie frustrates me in the most wonderful 
way. The action sequences are so gripping I could 
watch them every week, but the torture scenes are so 
painful I don’t think I could handle a second viewing. 
Ninety-five percent of movies are a few hours of escap-
ism at best. The directors tie all the loose ends together 

The Nominees:
Amour
Argo
Beasts of the Southern          
     Wild  
Django Unchained

Les Miserables
Life of Pi
Lincoln 
Silver Linings 
     Playbook
Zero Dark Thirty

from the crowd, Day-Lewis losing would draw 
demands for a recount.

awards. Lincoln has the most nominations, is 
high-brow and you feel smarter for watching it. 
Argo could pull an upset, but producer/director 
Steven Spielberg looks poised to enjoy his second 
best picture Oscar and third best director Oscar.

predicting the Oscar winner. Also, the unwar-
ranted controversy around Zero Dark Thirty 
may scare off voters who do not want to be por-
trayed as pro-torture.

the Screen Actors Guild (SAG) Award. However, 
it certainly could go the other way, especially if 
Lincoln wins big.

Who and What Will Win: 
The Thresher’s Guide to the Academy Awards  
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by Farrah Madanay
Thresher Staff

There is an elephant in the room in 
the BioScience Research Collaborative, 
and it cannot be ignored. Actually, there 
are several elephants, and they are fea-
tured in “Untitled (elephants 1 & 2),” as 
part of Humanities Artist in Residence 
Allison Hunter’s photography exhibi-
tion. On Feb. 13, Rice University Public 
Art hosted a reception for Hunter in the 
first-floor lobby BRC pop-up gallery. 

Hunter’s digital C-print photos spot-
light two scenes of Asian elephants in 
the Fort Worth Zoo. The left panel show-
cases a herd of elephants, some facing 
in profile, others turned away from the 
viewer.

“The community is a matriarchy,” 
Hunter said. “It’s interesting to see the 
dynamic within the group. It’s an animal 
dynamic that is not a human one.”

The right panel highlights the rela-
tionship between a baby elephant and 
what appears to be its mother. The pho-
tos are horizontally expansive; the im-
posing land animals are meant to make 
the viewer feel less powerful, Hunter 
said.

Hunter, who has Master of Fine Arts 
degrees in both photography and video, 
began focusing her work on animals 10 
years ago. “Untitled (elephants 1 & 2)” 
is the result of a grant Hunter received 
from the Houston Arts Alliance. The cin-
ematic magnitude of her prints comes 
from how she envisioned her work in its 
first venue given by the Houston Arts Al-
liance.

Though Hunter has been to Africa, 
she chose to photograph the elephants 
in the Fort Worth Zoo in order to empha-
size the concept of humanity’s relation-
ship to these wild animals, Hunter said. 
Hunter’s Photoshop manipulation of the 
photographs further heightens her con-

cept of interspecies relations.
“I scanned the film and digitally re-

moved the background so the viewers 
could see the subject more clearly,” 
Hunter said.

The photos were shot in broad day-
light, but Hunter darkened them to cre-
ate a chiaroscuro effect that spotlights 
certain attributes of the elephants. The 
highlight of color on the trunk and backs 
of the elephants on the left panel and 
under the chin of the baby elephant in 
the right panel focuses the viewer’s gaze 
on the exclusively elephantine features. 
From their versatile appendages to the 
hair bristles on their chins, these traits 
remind viewers that these are wild el-
ephants in captivity.

“We’re so desensitized that we forget 
that these are creatures. A lot will be ex-
tinct if we keep doing what we’re doing,” 
Hunter said.

Hunter left subtle remnants of the un-

natural zoo habitat in the photographs 
— wire fencing, a rock wall and a wading 
pool — to paradoxically disengage view-
ers from the ethereal setting her editing 
had created.

“The photos seem more like a circus 
than a zoo,” lecturer in visual and dra-
matic arts Paul Hester said. “It’s like 
they’re performing a dance.”

The elephants take command of the 
composition, and Hunter’s manipulation 
pulls the viewers’ eyes in toward the co-
lossal creatures. The photographs impli-
cate viewers as a belittled yet possessive 
audience and compel them to reflect on 
not only how the animals are treated 
but also what that says about humanity, 
Hunter said.

 “It’s a piece that raises and provokes 
questions but does not try to answer 
them,” Hunter said. “That’s what art 
should do.”

Hans Graf, conductor 
Roman Trekel, Wozzeck 
Anne Schwanewilms, Marie 
Gordon Gietz, Drum Major 
Marc Molomot, Captain 
Nathan Berg, Doctor
Robert McPherson, Andres 
Katherine Ciesinski, Margaret 
Journey inside a tortured mind. Experience Alban 
Berg’s powerful tale of lust, murder and morality 
brought to life through a semi-staged production with 
the Houston Symphony.

STUDENT DISCOUNT:  
Guaranteed Best Available Seats For Only $12! 

Use Promo Code 11388 

$12 Student Rush tickets also available at box office starting 
an hour and a half prior to each performance.

(Based upon availability)

Official AirlineOfficial Health Care Provider Official Television Partner

Wozzeck has received lead support from:
The Cullen Trust for the Performing Arts 

The Brown Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Mike Stude

HARDSHIP
EXPLOITATION

PASSION
TREACHERY
MADNESS

WOZZECK
MARCH 1 & 2, 2013
OPERA IN CONCERT

houstonsymphony.org | (713) 224-7575

Last Sunday, students from all majors 
gathered in the Sewall Hall sculpture room 
to participate in the first-ever Art Lab work-
shop.  In this event, students learned collage 
technique and were given the opportunity 
to create their own scenes with a  variety of 
graphical materials.

  Organized by Lovett College freshman 
Sophie Eichner, Wiess College sophomore 
Sam Calvetti, Baker College freshman Claire 
O’Malley and other creative students, Art Lab 
is a collaborative effort developed to support 
and promote the arts at Rice through projects 
and media. Its mission is to use programs like 
the collage workshop to make art accessible 
to all Rice students, regardless of their skill 
level or academic interest.

O’Malley, a double major in mechanical 
engineering and visual arts, said she thinks 
it is important to create a campus culture 
that embraces and values art, especially at a 
university with such strong engineering and 
natural science programs.  

“We need to realize we have a lot of re-
ally cool artists here and people who want to 
express themselves,” O’Malley said.  “That’s 
the point of the workshops — to not just talk 
about art, but [also] to make it and make that 
present.”

Eichner, Calvetti and O’Malley said they 
hope to organize several more workshops for 
the rest of the semester. They plan to focus 
their next program on documentation, giv-
ing students an opportunity to preserve past 
works and learn how to document future 
projects. 

O’Malley emphasized the potential for Art 
Lab to make art more prevalent at Rice by 
increasing its presence and accessibility on 
campus.

“This is a place where anyone — an engi-
neer, architect, academ — can come and hon-
estly just do whatever they want,” O’ Malley 
said, “[We just] want everyone to have a good 
time and make the arts known at Rice.”

Art Lab makes art 
available to allAllison Hunter, Uniting Art and Nature

by Kaylen Strench
A&E Editor



by Bhagwat Kumar
Thresher Staff

Bike theft is a constant, looming specter 
in the mind of any bicycle-owning college 
student. For most students whose primary 
method of transportation is a bike, losing 
this vehicle, even for a temporary period of 
time, can be disastrous. Aside from making 
the commute to and from class a more time-
consuming endeavor, losing a bike can also 
limit a student’s ability to carry out even the 
most basic off-campus errands. Additionally, 
if a student lives off campus, simply getting 
to school each day can become an unforeseen 
challenge. As a result, the Rice University 
Police Department has bolstered its theft-
prevention measures, recently instituting a 
bait bike program to help catch and arrest 
potential bike thieves. 

“Bike theft is by far one of our most 
common thefts on campus,” Capt. Clemente 
Rodriguez said. 

Rodriguez said this problem is not unique 
to Rice and that it is endemic to all college 
campuses. Because bikes are so ubiquitous 
on college campuses and because most 
university campuses are easily accessible, 
they become prime targets for small-time 
thieves in the neighboring areas. 

According to Rodriguez, a large number 
of the bikes stolen on campus are taken by 
the same offenders or group of offenders. 
While there is no overarching organization 
between the perpetrators, many display 
similar tendencies and motivations. There is 
a subset of small-time criminals who often 
target college campuses as easy sites for 
petty theft, and these are the criminals the 
“bait bike” program is supposed to target 
and deter. 

The program, as its name suggests, 
consists of several unsecured bikes placed 
strategically around campus, each ostensibly 
similar to a regular, student-owned bike. The 
crucial difference, however, is that each of 
the bait bikes has a hidden, 
attached 
GPS 

device that notifies RUPD when the bike is 
moved, allowing the officer on duty to track 
the bike as the thief attempts to ride it away. 

The bikes have been accumulated by 
RUPD over time and then renovated to entice 
potential thieves into taking them. RUPD 
purchased the GPS system it now uses toward 
the middle of last year, according to Rodriguez, 
and has been implementing the devices since 
then. Rodriguez credited Sgt. Gary Spears, 
head of special operations for RUPD, with 
implementing the program here at Rice.

“Really the biggest goal is to make the 
bike thieves out there aware that we’re 
proactive in terms of discouraging them 
from taking bikes,” Rodriguez said. 

Because most of the bike thieves are 
repeat offenders, the primary impact from 
the program will be to dissuade them from 
attempting to steal bikes from Rice. As the 
news that there are bikes intentionally 
being left unsecured around campus as bait 
spreads, potential thieves will hopefully 
become more and more wary of seeking out 
unlocked bikes at Rice because of the added 
probability of being caught.

Although catching and arresting potential 
thieves is another goal of the program, the 
relatively minor punishments they receive 
in court often are not enough to deter them 
from stealing again. 

“We’ve actually arrested one guy three 
times for stealing a bait bike,” Rodriguez said. 

The reason for this seeming oddity is 
that most bike thieves do not receive major 
punishments. Because most bikes are valued 
under $500, stealing a bike is classified as a 
misdemeanor, and perpetrators usually only 
receive anywhere between 10 and 50 days in 
jail as punishment for their crimes. 

“If they steal a few bikes and then get 
caught and do 10 days in jail, that’s not 
a heavy penalty to discourage them from 
stealing bikes,” Rodriguez said. 

Most of the criminals usually serve their 
sentences and continue to steal afterward 
on the assumption that the potential profits 
from selling stolen bikes outweigh the risk of 
getting caught again. According to Rodriguez, 
the majority of the thefts are simply for a 
quick reimbursement, and the stolen bikes are 
usually sold to nearby pawn shops for cash to 
fund other illicit activity or habits. 

“The bike thieves get out of jail so quickly 
that they are going to continue to come 
back and steal bikes, since they may get two 
or three before we are able to get them,” 
Rodriguez said. 

Rodriguez said the rationale behind 
the bait bike program is that if criminals 
are aware of the planted bikes, they will 
understand that the risk of being caught 
stealing a bike is higher than usual, making 
stealing a bike more costly, and therefore 
less attractive, proposition than without 

the bait bikes. 
The program has been a success so 

far, with RUPD placing bikes in varying 

locations based on recent theft trends. One 
such location is the BioScience Research 
Collaborative, where RUPD has arrested 
thieves attempting to steal parked bikes on 
four separate occasions.

In general, the thieves simply take the 
bikes and attempt to ride them away to 
safety. Rodriguez said RUPD has caught 
thieves from a variety of locations, ranging 
from the medical center area to all the way 
down the bayou. Once a bait bike is moved, 
a message is sent to the RUPD officer on 
duty along with a map allowing him or her 
to track the thief. The officer can access 
the map on his phone to catch up with the 
thief and eventually arrest the perpetrator, 
recovering the stolen bike. So far, RUPD 
has had a 100 percent success rate with the 
stolen bikes; each of the eight times one has 
been moved, its taker has been caught.

Still, despite the early successes of 
the program, Rodriguez stressed that the 
community’s greatest defense against bike 
theft is constant vigilance and safety on 
the part of all students, faculty and staff, 
especially those who are bike owners. 

“Our best tool to combat bike theft is 
students doing a few simple things like 
registering their bikes, using a U-bolt lock 
instead of cable locks, which are really easy to 
defeat, and also using the U-bolt locks properly 
once they have them,” Rodriguez said. 

Rodriguez said that because of the 
number of bike thieves in the area, and 
the relative facility with which campus can 
be accessed, preventing any theft is nearly 
impossible if a large number of bikes are left 
unsecured or poorly secured. 

As a result, RUPD has taken several other 
measures to help minimize the number of 
bike thefts on campus. Firstly, students can 
buy U-bolt locks from RUPD for $15, which is 
cheaper than their price on the open market. 
RUPD sells these locks at wholesale prices, 
with the objective being increased bike 
protection for students, not profit. 

“We’re selling them at cost because 
we’re just trying to get students to have the 
best locks possible to prevent bike theft,” 

Rodriguez said. 
Once students have U-bolt locks, 

they must be sure to consistently 
secure their bikes properly. 

“I know students are sometimes 
in a rush, but it takes just a few 

extra minutes to make 
sure the bike is 

s e c u r e d , ” 
Rodriguez 

said. 

While it may not seem to make a huge 
difference, taking the extra minute or two 
to properly lock a bike using a U-bolt lock 
can be the deciding factor in preventing bike 
theft. Rodriguez said students should take 
care to lock the U-bolt to the actual frame of 
the bike, as opposed to just a wheel. 

The reason for this is that many bikes 
have a quick-release system which allows 
for wheels to be easily detached from the 
main frame of the bicycle, allowing thieves 
to separate the bike from the wheel that is 
locked to the rack. Then, the thief need only 
find a replacement wheel before riding off 
with the stolen bike. 

“You want to lock the U-bolt to the 
frame, not to the wheel,” Rodriguez said. 
“Sometimes, the wheel is locked to [a] rack, 
and the thieves will just take a tire from a 
different bike and steal the bike by putting a 
second tire on it.” 

Finally, students can also register their 
bikes with RUPD, providing another line 
of defense against possible theft. To do 
so, students just need to go online to the 
RUPD website and follow the link relating 
to bike registration. Once registration is 
completed, the owner will receive a decal 
sticker containing a registration number to 
place on the bike. This number is associated 
with a description of the bike, its value and 
its serial number and allows RUPD to search 
nearby pawn shops for the stolen bike. 

By taking these relatively easy steps, 
students can greatly reduce the risk of 
having their bikes stolen.  

“I can’t stress enough that while [the 
bait bike program] has been successful, our 
best tool will be the community taking basic 
steps to secure their bikes,” Rodriguez said. 

Another easy step students can take to 
prevent bike theft is to simply notify RUPD 
of any suspicious activity taking place near 
bike racks, especially later at night or by a 
person who very clearly appears to not be a 
student. 

Rodriguez said RUPD has actually 
arrested thieves after a student called with 
a tip that there was a person spending an 
unusual amount of time at a bike rack or who 
appeared to be searching for an unlocked 
bike. Even if the perpetrator is not caught in 
the act of stealing a bike, he or she can still 
be arrested for trespassing, again potentially 
preventing them from returning. 

Most thieves simply find racks with a 
large number of bikes and search through 
them until they find one that is unsecured or 
poorly secured.  So by just taking the time to 
lock their bikes and notifying the authorities 
when someone appears to be looking for 
unsecured bikes, students can eradicate a 
vast majority of the bike thefts that occur on 
campus. 

“If we get cooperation from the 
community to follow those simple steps, we 
will definitely see a decrease in the amount 
of bikes that are stolen,” Rodriguez said. 
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Houston Rodeo Preview 2013

1932
First Houston Fat Stock Show 

and Livestock Exhibition

Rodeo History

1942
Gene Autry, the singing cowboy, 

is the first star entertainer

1957
First educational scholarship 

of $2,000 awarded

1961
Name changes to Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo

1966
Show moves to Astrodome

1970
Elvis Presley performs, drawing 

more than 40,000 spectators

1974
First World Championship 

Barbecue Competition

1995
Attendance tops 1 million for 

the first time

2003
Show moves into Reliant 

Center and Reliant Stadium

DISCOUNT PACKAGES

Rice is offering the following discount tickets in half-off 
packages. To find out more about these special tickets, 
visit rice.edu/rodeo.

$10 Carnival Pack: 
■■■ One Fun Card with 22 tickets (valid for games and 
rides)
■■■ $5 off show merchandise (when $25 or more is 
purchased)
■■■ Four refreshment coupons (redeemable for food 
and/or beverage purchases)
■■■ One free game coupon

$50 Carnival Pack
■■■ Two Fun Cards with a total of 150 tickets (valid for 
rides and games)
■■■ Free one-way ride on the Skyride
■■■ One free ride on any Ferris wheel 
■■■ One free ride on any fun house
■■■ Two free game coupons
■■■ Nine refreshment coupons (redeemable for food 
and/or beverage purchases)
■■■ $5 off show merchandise (when $25 or more is 
purchased)

$20 Discount Food Card
■■■ $30 worth of midway refreshments for $20
■■■ Discount food cards may be used during the World 
Championship Barbecue Cook-Off (Feb. 21-23) and 
the run of the show (Feb. 25-March 17)

By Joey Capparella
Local Editor

Get your lassos twirling and your boots kicking because 
the Houston Rodeo is back in town. Held at the Reliant Cen-
ter, the world’s largest live entertainment and livestock exhi-
bition will kick off Feb. 25 and run until March 17. Last year, 
more than 2 million people attended the annual Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo, according to the event’s website. 
It’s a livestock show, music festival, state fair and educational 
fundraiser all rolled into one. With so much to see, how will 
you ever have enough time to do it all? Here are the top five 
things not to miss. 

Concerts: 
Not your average Two Steppin’

The Rodeo has been drawing bigger and bigger acts 
lately. This year’s concert schedule is completely packed 
with artists like Mary J. Blige, Zac Brown Band, Toby Keith 
and Pitbull. Check out the full schedule:

Feb. 25: Toby Keith
Feb. 26: Gary Allan
Feb. 27: Alan Jackson
Feb. 28: Zac Brown Band
March 1: Mary J. Blige
March 2: Brantley Gilbert
March 3: Demi Lovato
March 3: Austin Mahone
March 4: Styx
March 5: Lady Antebellum
March 6: Dierks Bentley
March 7: Bruno Mars
March 8: Tim McGraw
March 9: The Band Perry
March 10: Julion Alvarez
March 11: Jason Aldean
March 12: Kenny Chesney
March 13: Jake Owen
March 14: Pitbull
March 15: Blake Shelton
March 16: Luke Bryan

Ticket prices range from $18-21 and are available for 
purchase at rodeohouston.org.

Animals: Cows, horses and 
sheep, oh my!

While it may seem like a giant party with concerts and 
carnival rides, the rodeo is first and foremost a showcase 
of Houston’s best livestock. The rodeo is not only one of 
the world’s most pretigious horse shows, but also a huge 
livestock auction. The traditional rodeo itself is a spectac-
ular display of athleticism. The show also features many 
other farm animals in interesting ways. Take mutton bust-
ing, for example, one of the Rodeo’s hidden gems. Think 
of it as a bucking bronco for little kids. Small children 
hold on to sheep for dear life as the sheep do their best to 
buck them off. Or find out which swine is the swiftest in 
the annual pig races.

Food: Enter the deep fryer
At the rodeo, if you can think of it, you can fry it. 

At past rodeos, fried food specialists Fried What have 
served up oily, greasy goodness in the form of fried 
cookie dough, fried red velvet cake, fried oreos and 
even fried Kool-Aid balls. There will also be plenty of 
Texas barbecue to go around, with a three-day World 
Championship Barbecue Cook-Off. A diverse selection 
of food vendors will be all over, ranging from Pizza on 
a Stick, Pappasito’s Cantina, Aunt Edmoe’s Homemade 
Cookies, Piches Beignets and more.

Parade: Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day, Texas style

See the ultimate celebration of Western heritage as 
the Rodeo Parade progresses through downtown Hous-
ton Feb. 23. It’s a combination of eye-popping floats 
and people on horseback as the rodeo announces its 
Texas-sized arrival all over the city. Keep your eye out 
for President David Leebron, University Representative 
Y. Ping Sun and Sammy the Owl on a special Rice float 
as they spread the blue and grey spirit.

Carnival: Get your game on
The rodeo has a huge carnival area that would make 

most state fairs blush. Take a ride on La Grande Wheel, 
the largest Ferris wheel in the Western Hemisphere, or 
catch a spectacular view on the 1,700-foot gondola Sky 
Ride over Reliant Park.

IllustratIons by ElEna lacEy

sourcE: rodEohouston.org
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Both Rice swimming and Rice track and 
field will compete in Conference USA com-
petitions this weekend. Swimming will go 
in search of a seventh straight top-three 
team finish across town at the University of 
Houston, while men’s and women’s track will 
travel to Birmingham, Ala., to complete the 
indoor prelude to their outdoor seasons.

In many ways, track and swimming are sib-
ling sports. They share similar strengths and 
struggles. They consistently produce a few 
global stars who compete alongside a plethora 
of little-known athletes. And for two weeks 
every fourth summer, they become the center 
of the sports universe before receding back to 
their small but dedicated core group of fans.

They are two sports that simultaneously 
search for the path to greater success yet these 
sports must at the same time vigilantly ensure 
they do not veer off the path of sustainability and 

risk losing everything.In fact, despite the current 
star power the sports enjoy, it has become clear 
during the economic recession that they are in-
deed vulnerable, both at a collegiate and profes-
sional level. 

For example, when Pepperdine University’s 
athletic department needed to improve its fi-
nances in 2009, men’s track and women’s swim-
ming were the two sports selected to be discon-
tinued, though both have since been reinstated. 
Similarly, swimming and track both faced termi-
nation during downsizing at the University of 
Maryland before a mixture of fundraising and 
the move to the Big Ten changed the financial sit-
uation. And perhaps most painfully, the Univer-
sity of Richmond is poised to cut men’s track, as 
well as men’s soccer, in order to elevate lacrosse. 

These are clear signs that neither sport can sit 
idly as the sports landscape changes around them.

 Most conversations about the future of 
track and swimming begin with the Olympics. 
Many lament the inability to monetize the 
games for more athletes. Others wonder what 
steps need to be taken to make better use of 
the Olympic momentum in order to secure 
more of the spotlight in non-Olympic years.  

I propose, however, that the place to focus the 
conversation is not on the Olympics, but on the 
other end of the spectrum: youth participation. 

While professional track and field and 
swimming enjoy a very narrow limelight, 
each sport’s youth programs have continued 
to rank the highest in number of participants. 

Swimming is buoyed by competitive club and 
less competitive summer programs which start at 
very young ages. According to a 2008 report by the 
Women’s Sports Foundation, swimming/diving 
ranks as the second most common physical activ-
ity for girls and the fifth most common for boys. 

Meanwhile, track and field continues to be 
incredibly prominent at the high school level. 
A 2010-11 survey done by the National Federa-
tion of State High School Associations found 
that more girls participated in outdoor track 
and field than any other high school-sponsored 
sport, while track and field was second for boys, 
behind only football. 

The disconnect between the high number of 
youths in each sport and the small number who 
become lifelong fans stands as both one of the 
greatest shortcomings and greatest opportuni-
ties for each sport. Addressing that disconnect is 
the first step toward assuring that these programs 
remain highly valued on college campuses and 
allowing for the creation of broader, more sustain-
able professional systems.

 There are many different strategies that could 
be implemented to help improve this situation. 
But by my estimation, the best place to start is by 
transforming meets into exciting events that be-
come “the thing to do” in respective communities.

Both track and swimming have the distinct, 
if counterintuitive, advantage of hosting few 
meets in any given location. They do not have 
to sell out a full season schedule like many 
other sports, but instead must only generate a 

lot of interest one weekend a year to create a 
great atmosphere. 

It is a strategy that professional golf and tennis 
have proven can be successful, and it has already 
been applied by a few track meets, such as the 
Penn Relays in Philadelphia and the Prefontaine 
Classic in Oregon. Moreover, it is a concept that 
Rice students prove year after year with huge at-
tendance at one game a season for various sports 
and at one-time events like Beer Bike.  

Once people have a great annual live connec-
tion to a sport, they are more likely to watch it 
occasionally on TV, to recognize and follow ath-
letes they have seen in person, and to truly value 
the sport.

For it to be most effective, it is a strategy that 
should not be limited to massive events, but in-
stead utilized by college and small pro meets 
across the country, engaging whoever their partic-
ular community is. At Rice, it is something we do a 
decent job of, but there is room for improvement. 

Such a strategy will not turn track or swimming 
into the next multi-billion dollar mega sport like 
football or basketball. But frankly, I am not con-
vinced that should be the goal anyway. 

What it will do is improve security for the 
sports. It will produce a more sustainable model 
for college and professional programs. And most 
importantly, it will allow them to connect, to in-
spire, to create memories and to launch dreams. 

In short, it will allow them to do the all the 
things that sports, at their core, were always in-
tended to do.

The influence of swimming and track and field on the youth

 Gabe  Cuadra

by Ryan Glassman
               Thresher StaFF 

During the Wayne Graham era, the series his-
tory between Rice University and Stanford Univer-
sity represents a tale of two stories, depending on 
whom you ask.

Rice fans will take you back to June 23, 2003, 
the greatest day in the history of Rice athletics. On 
the sport’s grandest stage, Rice defeated Stanford 
in the clinching game of the College World 
Series by a record-breaking 12-run margin, 

earning the only national title in any sport in 
the school’s history.

But fans of the Cardinal would prefer to discuss 
the more recent history between the two teams, be-
ginning with a Stanford sweep of the Owls to open 
the 2010 season. Since the Owls defeated Stanford 
to win the title back in 2003, they are just 2-7 over-
all against the Cardinal, including series losses in 
each of the past three seasons.

The 2013 Rice baseball team was provided 
the opportunity to reverse the recent narrative of 
Stanford success as the two high-profile programs 

opened the latest season of college baseball at 
Reckling Park last Friday. The season opener fea-
tured a matchup of two of the nation’s best arms; 
as Cardinal ace and potential No. 1 draft pick 
Mark Appel went head-to-head with Rice’s Austin 
Kubitza, the Preseason Conference USA Pitcher 
of the Year.

For the second season in a row, the Owls 
struck early against the hard-throwing Appel 
for the first runs of the ballgame. After senior 
Christian Stringer led off the second inning with 
a walk, junior Shane Hoelscher doubled to the 
gap in right center to put two runners in scoring 
position with no outs. Junior Keenan Cook fol-
lowed up with a sacrifice fly to plate Stringer, and 
sophomore Skyler Ewing drove in Hoelscher with 
a single to put the Owls up 2-0.

Rice added three unearned runs in the fifth, 
but Kubitza hardly needed the help against the 
ninth-ranked Cardinal. Kubitza was not perfect 
in his six innings of work, surrendering four hits 
and walking four batters in his outing, but Head 
Coach Wayne Graham’s staff ace was consistently 
able to work out of trouble to keep the score in fa-
vor of the Owls. In the top of the sixth, with two 
runners on base and two outs, Kubitza struck out 
Stanford catcher Wayne Taylor for his 12th strike-
out of the evening, setting a career high in outdu-
eling one of the country’s best pitchers. Kubitza 
recorded inning-ending strikeouts with runners 
on base in each of his last three innings of work 
before handing the ball off to sophomore Zech 
Lemond for the final three frames. Lemond held 
Stanford to one run over the last three innings, as 
Rice took the season opener by a 5-1 final score. 

“Playing against a team like Stanford, there’s 
always a rivalry there,” Kubitza said of the impor-
tance of the opening night win. “I’m just happy 
we got the win and that we can build off of it for 
[the next game].”

Rice got another strong outing Saturday after-
noon, from sophomore Jordan Stephens, but was 
unable to produce enough offense in a 3-2 defeat 
that evened up the series. Stephens allowed three 
runs while pitching into the eighth inning, but 
other than a pair of solo home runs from junior 
Michael Aquino, the Owls were held without an 
extra base hit in defeat.

The Saturday loss set up for a series-deciding 
Sunday finale, the type of game both teams will 
look back on late in the year as a significant part 
of their postseason resumes. Graham sent junior 
John Simms to the hill. Simms is a pitcher with 
experience making starts against some of Rice’s 
toughest opponents over the years. And in the 
rubber match against a top-10 team, Simms put 

forth the strongest outing of his career.
Rice opened the scoring in the bottom of the 

first inning when each of its first three batters 
reached base to set the table for the middle of the 
order. After an Aquino groundout brought in the 
first run, Hoelscher delivered with a single up the 
middle to plate two more, giving Rice an early 3-0 
advantage. And as was the case with Kubitza on 
Friday night, Simms did not need any more help 
from his teammates’ bats.

Simms held Stanford not only scoreless, but 
also without a single hit, through the first seven 
innings of the game. With a shot at the school’s 
eighth no-hitter in sight, Simms took the mound 
for the eigth inning with Rice still ahead 3-0. But 
the junior surrendered a base hit to the leadoff bat-
ter and, after retiring the next batter, left to a rau-
cous ovation after pitching 7 1/3 scoreless innings 
of one-hit ball. Lemond came on in relief, earning 
his second save of the weekend, and behind the 
arm of Simms as well as a 4-for-4 night from Hoel-
scher, Rice took the rubber match with Stanford, 
its first series win over the Cardinal since winning 
the national title in 2003. The Owls’ pitchers were 
masterful all weekend, holding Stanford’s potent 
offense to just 15 hits in 27 innings, a .167 batting 
average at the plate. 

The Owls moved up to No. 13 in the Baseball 
America polls Monday but were unable to repli-
cate their strong pitching from the Stanford series 
in a home game against Dallas Baptist University 
Tuesday night. Rice fell behind 4-0 early and was 
unable to pull off a late rally. The Owls lost by a 
final score of 6-4. Rice pitchers gave out nine free 
passes (four walks, five hit batters), and the of-
fense matched its opponent in hits but left seven 
men on base in the loss.

This weekend, the Owls kick off their spring 
break week with a trip to paradise, traveling west 
for a four-game series with the University of Ha-
waii, Manoa. The Rainbows got off to an 0-4 start 
last weekend, when they were swept at home by 
No. 14 University of Oregon in a series in which 
they were outscored 21-11. Hawaii finished 30-25 
last season and last appeared in the NCAA Tourna-
ment in 2010.

Kubitza and Stephens will start in the first two 
games of the series for Rice, but the starters for 
the rest of the series are still up in the air. Player to 
watch will be freshman Kevin McCanna, one of the 
bright spots on the mound in Tuesday’s loss. After 
the highly touted freshman’s debut was postponed 
due to an arm injury, McCanna threw 1 2/3 score-
less innings against Dallas Baptist, recording two 
strikeouts without surrendering a hit or walk. Mc-
Canna is likely to see more innings against Hawaii. 

Baseball wins first series against Stanford since ’03 championship

Senior Michael Ratterre knocks one out of the park.

Michelle lo/thresher
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by Dan Elledge
Thresher Staff

Even with the all-important doubles point 
to take an early lead, the Owls could not secure 
a crucial win last weekend, falling 4-3 Sunday 
to Texas Christian University at Jake Hess Sta-
dium. This is another tough break for the Owls 
following a 4-3 loss at Louisiana State Univer-
sity Feb. 14. 

With the back-to-back heartbreakers, Rice is 
now 2-6 this season and is currently riding a four-
game losing streak. Head Coach Efe Ustundag 
said the Owls are close to straightening things out 
but that if they are going to have any real success 
this season, all six guys have to show up.

“If we can get kicking on all cylinders, then 
we have a chance to make the tournament,” Us-
tundag said. “We are playing a lot of close match-
es, and it is not good that only half of the team is 
showing up to play.”

Senior Jonathan Chang said the team cannot 
dwell on these past few losses. If the team is go-
ing to succeed in the future, the Owls are going to 
have to take it one game at a time.

“We have to have a short memory and focus 
on the present,” Chang said. “We need to focus 
on our next opponent and not worry about our 
losses. We need to keep working hard during 
practice.”

Even though Ustundag said he feels the team 
has been struggling, he said there are positives 
to take away. Ustundag said Chang, senior Peter 
Frank, junior Philipp Seifert and freshman Gus-
tavo Gonzalez have shown some sparks in the 
past few matches.

“[Chang] has established himself as a No. 1 
player, which is very encouraging,” Ustundag 

said. “I also felt good about the quality of doubles 
against TCU, especially Seifert and Frank. Gus-
tavo ... needed some confidence, as he has gotten 
outplayed in some matches. He kept up the atti-
tude, and it paid off against TCU.”

The Owls get to stay at Jake Hess this week-
end, where they host the University of Louisiana, 
Lafayette, on Saturday. The Ragin Cajuns are 
ranked No. 75 in the country and just came off a 
loss to the University of Miami, which the Owls 
lost to a few weeks ago. 

Ustundag said he is worried about Lafayette’s 
balance and that he thinks it will be coming in 
primed to take down the Owls and pull off an up-
set, but he said the team will have none of that.

“I think they are a very well-balanced 
team,” Ustundag said. “I think they are going to 
pull out six guys who can play anywhere in the 
lineup. They played Miami close, and I expect 
them to come out and be very, very aggressive. 
I am expecting us to come out of the gates fly-
ing and take it to a higher level. We might have 
lost a few matches back-to-back, but we are not 
lacking confidence.”

Overall, Ustundag said the team is going to 
have to play together and step up as a whole if it 
wants to have any success and save its season. 
Ustundag said pride will have to start being a 
factor and that hopefully, the team will rise to 
the occasion.

“Bottom line, sooner or later their pride 
has to come in play,” Ustundag said. “We are 
tired of losing, and if we just all play well, play 
hard, we can turn this thing around. The talent 
is there. Obviously, the onus is on the coach-
ing staff to continue focusing on the positives. 
Overall, they have to come ready to play and 
compete for Rice.”

Men’s tennis disappointed

Men’s basketball falls to UAB 
by Ryan Glassman

Thresher Staff

After dropping a nip and tuck contest in West 
Virginia last week, the Rice men’s basketball team 
continued to be plagued by road woes in Birming-
ham, Ala., last weekend. The Owls (5-20, 1-10) 
were blown out Saturday by the University of Ala-
bama, Birmingham, suffering their fifth straight 
loss this season and falling to 0-9 in their all-time 
series against the Blazers (12-14, 4-7).

UAB took the lead in the opening minutes on 
an early 3-pointer, one of 11 shots it converted 
from behind the arc on the evening. Senior guard 
Tamir Jackson kept the Owls within striking dis-
tance throughout the first half, leading all scorers 
with 11 points in the opening 20 minutes. Jackson 
scored seven consecutive points for Rice over a 
stretch of nearly four minutes, including a jumper 
with 8:53 remaining in the half to pull the Owls 
within five. But Rice missed its eight shots follow-
ing Jackson’s run, allowing UAB to pull off a 13-2 
run that gave the Blazers a 34-18 advantage late in 
the half. Rice countered with a 7-0 run to close the 
half, cutting the deficit to nine at the intermission.

But as has been the case all too often this sea-
son, the Owls were unable to sustain their defen-
sive energy in the second half, falling victim to a 
slow start that pushed the game out of reach. Af-
ter the Blazers opened the half with back-to-back 
3-pointers, leading Head Coach Ben Braun to 
call a timeout, the hosts extended their lead to 21 
points with two more deep balls in the following 

minutes. UAB shot 7-14 from behind the 3-point 
line in the second half, including 4-5 during an 
eight-minute stretch to open the half.

“[UAB] went through a stretch where they shot 
the ball very well,” Braun said. “We really had 
some momentum going into the locker room, and 
then they came out and knocked down their first 
couple shots of the second half. That cushion en-
abled them to build their lead and play with some 
confidence.”

UAB went on to win by a final score of 80-57, 
despite Jackson finishing with a game-high 21 
points. With his big scoring night in Birmingham, 
Jackson moved past Torrey Andrews (’90-’94) into 
seventh place on the all-time scoring list in Rice 
history. With six more points this weekend, Jack-
son will pass Greg Hines (’83-’87) in his ascension 
up the career leaderboards.

The loss this past weekend now drops Rice to 
0-12 in games away from Tudor Fieldhouse this 
season. The Owls have not gone winless away 
from home in a season since 2000 and will have 
at least three more opportunities this year to ex-
tend that streak. But before its next road game, 
the team will host Tulane University tomorrow 
night at Tudor Fieldhouse and will look to avenge 
a seven-point loss in New Orleans last month. The 
Green Wave is led by junior forward Josh Davis, 
one of the frontrunners for the Conference USA 
Player of the Year. Davis who currently ranks at 
the top of the league in rebounding and second in 
scoring. Rice has won three of its last four games 
against Tulane and leads the all-time series 26-25.

Women’s basketball unravels 
by Teddy Grodek

Thresher Staff

Things are quickly deteriorating for the 
Rice women’s basketball team, and it only has 
five games left this year to fix the season. After 
losing two more games this past weekend, the 
Owls find themselves tied for last in Confer-
ence USA, far from where they were originally 
predicted to finish this year. It may take a mas-
sive run in the C-USA tournament for this to be 
anything but a forgettable season.

This past weekend in New Orleans, the 
Owls played a strong first half against Tu-
lane University. They entered the locker room 
down by only two, shooting above 30 percent 
and holding the Green Wave at 27 points. 
Their largest lead was only one point, but it 
appeared the game would stay competitive.

That is not what happened. The Green 
Wave pulled away in the second half, drop-
ping 34 points during the second 20 minutes 
en route to a 61-45 win. A 10-2 run at the 
beginning of the second half put the game 
away.

Junior forward Jessica Kuster had another 
double-double, dropping 12 points and 11 re-
bounds. Freshman guard Breion Allen con-
tributed 10 points from the bench.

“I am disappointed with the loss,” Head 
Coach Greg Williams said. “We couldn’t over-

come an 18-2 deficit in points off turnovers in 
the second half, which was the difference in 
the game.”

The next Sunday against the University of 
Tulsa, Rice looked ready to avenge the loss, 
starting the game up 7-0 and not allowing a 
point for the first five minutes. A 23-18 lead at 
halftime gave the Owls hope for a big second 
half and a rare road win.

But Tulsa came out hot in the second half, 
launching a 12-2 run to take the lead back. The 
rest of the game was close, with neither team 
taking a commanding lead. The score was tied six 
times with three lead changes.

Continuing the unfortunate trend of the 
Owls’ season, a 3-pointer did not fall in the 
closing seconds, and Tulsa hit a free throw to 
ice the game. The final score was 49-45.

Senior guard Jessica Goswitz played her 
best game of the season, with 12 points and 
leading the Owls in scoring. Sophomore for-
ward Christal Porter was the other Owl to hit 
double digits, adding 10 points.

In the upcoming week, the Owls take on 
two below average teams at Tudor Fieldhouse 
— their best chance at winning the games left 
this season. A trip to the University of Central 
Florida, just under .500 in the conference, is fol-
lowed by a trip to Marshall University. Marshall 
is currently tied with the Owls for last in the 
conference.

Senior Michael Ratterre knocks one out of the park.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Conference USA
Women’s Swimming 

•	 Feb.	20-23
•	 Houston	Rec	Center	Natato-

rium,	University	of	Houston

Women’s and Men’s Indoor Track 
Conference USA Championship

•	 Feb.	23-24
•	 University	of	Alabama,												

Birmingham	



The Beer Bike
Wake up to strange noises, swallow as much as you can, get re-
ally wet and then pass out before climaxing.

The Mob
The woman takes the man’s 
bone in both her hands. 
She then spits on it with her 
mouth and uses her hand to 
slide it back and forth.

The Bayou 
Bucket

Go Cougar hunting, only to 
get slammed over and over 

again by large UH men.

The 
Arsalan
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WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate 
is $20 to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  
We provide all training, all training is paid, 
and we pay for travel.  Email your resume to 
rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

Tutors needed Immediately!  Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/
High School Math/Natural & Social Scienc-
es/Humanities. Reliable transportation  re-
quired. Pay $20-40/hr based on experience. 
Contact  832-428-8330  and email resume 
to siyengar777@gmail.com

We are looking for someone that is ener-
getic and likes kids. We have 3 very active 
children (13, 12, and 7) and mom needs help 
with after-school pickup, homework, driv-
ing to/from extra curricular activities (all 
within 5 miles from our home). Ability to 
keep kids entertained, preferably outdoors 
and away from the TV is a huge plus! The 
job may require assistance with running 
other household errands as well. An ability 
and willingness to cook is a plus, but not a 
requirement. Please call 713-725-8781

We are a family looking for a nanny to help 
care for our children on a part-time basis. We 

have a son who is 2 years old and are expect-
ing another child, a newborn, soon. Responsi-
bilities would include providing care for one or 
both the children in our home and performing 
all tasks that correlate to the care of the chil-
dren. We would like the nanny to continue our 
goals of creating a safe, nurturing and stimu-
lating environment in which the children can 
thrive and develop. The ideal candidate will 
have previous childcare experience with quali-
fied references and would work well with the 
children’s mother, who would be home as well. 
The nanny position would also include some 
light kitchen food prep work and child cleanup 
duties.  Hours of work would be approximately 
20 hours per week (Mon – Fri) during the af-
ternoon time period of 2:00 -7:00pm (exact 
afternoon hours and days would be flexible de-

pending on candidate’s needs). Location is in 
the West University area. Compensation would 
be app. $12 - $15 per hour based on qualifica-
tions. Position would expect to be filled and 
begin during February 2013. Interested candi-
dates should contact for more information via 
email to   msm727710@gmail.com.

I am looking for a babysitter in the afternoons 
for my 13-year-old child. I live in the West Univer-
sity area.  I would like someone that could work 
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., but the hours are flexible.  
I can be reached by phone at 832-474-5180.

3rd floor for rent in Museum District - Fab-
ulous apartment on 3rd floor of Museum Dis-
trict home.  Mini fridge, micro, fully furnished.  
$850/month plus cable

Garage apartment rental - 1-bed garage 
apartment. medical center area. newly built.
all bills paid.washer/dryer connection.gated.  
$1000.call Avi @ 713-702-2804

Hiring SAT test prep tutors. Highest pay. 
Guaranteed.  Pinnacle Tutors is seeking SAT 
test prep tutors experienced in classroom 
tutoring. Superstar tutors who are currently 
working for another tutoring company can ex-
pect a 20% raise over their current pay.   Great 
pay, flexible hours. $20+ per hour. 20-30 hours 
per week. If you scored in the top percentile 
of your SAT, possess excellent communication 
skills, prior tutoring experience, demonstrat-
ed ability to improve students’ SAT scores, 
then email your resume to careers@pinnacle-
tutors.com

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

Backpage Sutra

misclass
Post your “misclass” 
on the Backpage’s 
facebook wall.

Write your “misclass” 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

Tweet your “misclass” 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass

“If they ask for the D you have to give       
it to them, you don’t have a choice. There is 
no substitute.” - Professor Gau

“I took an anonymous poll, and half of Rice 
agrees that if we could have lost our virginities to 

anyone ... it would be Chris Keller.”

“So ... owls look cute even when constipated ...”

“I could see a million boobs and still think 
they were weird.”

“I must have flushed the toilet like 50 times today. I 
didn’t post it on facebook because it would have sounded 

like I had diarrhea.” - the day Duncan plumbing broke

“I can’t wait to troll Mark Appel at the Rice base-
ball game. Who the f--k turns down $3.8 million?”

winner!

The Harlem 
Shake

No one at this school knows 
how to pull this position off.

The Usain 
Bolt

A student waits anxiously 
for Usain Bolt to come to 
Rice to satisfy him or her. 
Instead, Wallace Spearmon 
cums, and the student has to 
fake it.

The Stinky 
Leebron

Screw over KTRU as hard as 
you can. Then take a shit on it.

The 
Blanket 

Tax
Try hard to get it up, but end 
up making a fool of yourself.

The 
Backpage

Start in the back. Then get 
confused when you real-
ize it’s the only part that 
doesn’t have shit in it.

Sloppy 
Sundays

Open your mouth as H&D 
shits into it.

The Sid 
Soakdown

Cram as many people as pos-
sible into a small room. Then 
get as many bodily fluids 
and markings on each other 
as possible. Disappoint 

everyone 
by pulling 
out early 
and  
making 
a sticky 
mess.


	thr20130222_01
	thr20130222_02
	thr20130222_03
	thr20130222_04
	thr20130222_05
	thr20130222_06
	thr20130222_07
	thr20130222_08
	thr20130222_09
	thr20130222_10
	thr20130222_11
	thr20130222_12

