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by Molly Chiu
News Editor

In a report released to the 
student body Thursday, the Al-
cohol Policy Advisory Committee 
presented its recommendations 
for changes to the alcohol policy 
to Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson. Major proposed 
changes included a ban on hard 
alcohol for students under the 
age of 21, a stricter definition of 
a private gathering, a limit on 
the number of people allowed 
to attend a private gathering and 
explicit expectations for hosts of 
private gatherings.

Hutchinson has not yet 
reached any conclusions about 
potential changes to the alco-
hol policy, but he said which-
ever changes he decides to make 
would be implemented partially, 
if not in full, before the end of the 
semester.

According to APAC Chair 
Matthew Taylor, one of the ma-
jor instances of alcohol abuse at 
Rice has been underage students 
drinking hard alcohol. In early 
discussions, the committee con-
sidered a complete ban on hard 
alcohol, but Taylor, who is the as-
sociate dean of undergraduates, 
said the committee ultimately 
decided to limit the ban to those 
under the legal drinking age.

“The split over a recommen-
dation on hard alcohol boiled 
down to this:  Some members 
wanted to give 21-year-olds the 

freedom to make decisions in 
their own rooms and to keep 
hard alcohol in their rooms,” 
Taylor said. “Others agreed that 
21-year-olds should be able to 
consume hard alcohol under reg-
istered conditions but should not 
be allowed to keep hard alcohol 
in their rooms.” 

The committee did suggest 
a complete ban of hard alcohol 
during large public parties, Beer 
Bike, Dis-Orientation and pro-
spective student events like Vi-
sion and Owl Days, according to 
the APAC report.

Not all students agreed that 
a hard liquor ban would be ef-
fective, citing the successes and 
failures of the previous ban from 
two years ago.

Sid Richardson College soph-
omore Kara van Schilfgaarde 
said she did not think the previ-
ous hard liquor ban made a dif-
ference in student behavior.

“I don’t think [the ban] was 
effective,” van Schilfgaarde said. 
“Hard liquor was still [at parties]. 
[The change] has to come from 
student attitudes.”

However, Will Rice college ju-
nior Erica Johns said she did no-
tice a change in student attitudes 
as an associate justice at her col-
lege when the previous ban was 
lifted.

“From what I saw, I think [the 
ban] at least got people to think 
about alcohol and partying in a 
more serious way,” Johns said. 
“It was successful in getting peo-

ple to be a little more responsible 
in how they consume alcohol.”

The recommendations do not 
make any specific mention re-
garding age limits for the posses-
sion or consumption of non-hard 
liquor.

“We understand that stu-
dents are going to make choices 
that in some cases will violate 
state laws, and although we 
don’t condone that, our biggest 
concern is that they don’t make 
choices which are unsafe for 
themselves, others or their com-
munity,” Hutchinson said.

In addition to limiting the 
types of alcohol, the committee 
recommended that the amount 
of alcohol be capped depending 
on the size of the party, Taylor 
said. For instance, a chief justice 
would not approve a keg to be 
at a private gathering held in a 
single-occupancy room.

The recommendations also 
include limitations on the num-
ber of people permitted to gather 
in a private space, which is de-
fined as a student bedroom or a 
common room enclosed in a stu-
dent suite, according to the APAC 
report. The committee reached 
its recommendation on the safe 
number of people allowed in a 
private space based on a number 
of factors, including fire codes, 
calculations based on floor plans 
of differently sized rooms and 
limits set by peer universities, 
Taylor said. 
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$20 million donation 
funds new arts center

by Molly Chiu
News Editor

A new building will soon be ris-
ing on the Rice skyline. The Moody 
Foundation donated $20 million 
this week to go toward building the 
new Moody Center for the Arts. The 
building will be located near En-
trance 8, around the Rice University 
Media Center, and the construction 
start date is targeted for 2015.

Vice Provost for Interdisciplinary 
Initiatives Caroline Levander said 
that the Moody Foundation’s dona-
tion is the end result of an evolving 
conversation between Rice President 
David Leebron and the foundation.

“For a university of our caliber, 
to not have a facility that was com-
mitted to development of art was a 
real gap,” Levander said. “We have 

a president who’s very interested in 
stimulating the arts on our campus.”

Levander said the center will in-
clude an experimental theater space, 
an arts design kitchen and gallery 
space. The galleries could house ex-
hibits on loan from other museums or 
even student projects, she said.

“This is all additive space,” 
Levander said. “We are not getting 
rid of existing arts space on campus. 
This is space that will complement 
and enrich studio spaces that have 
already been designated.”

According to Levander, the uni-
versity will need to fundraise an ad-
ditional $15 million for the new arts 
center, $10 million of which will go 
toward the building itself and $5 
million of which will go toward lead-
ership and programming.

0see ARTS, page 4

Op-Ed                                p. 2

Man on the street
See what a few students think about 
APAC’s recommended changes to the 
alcohol policy.

A&E                                        p. 11                              

Vaginas on V-Day
Read a review of the Women’s Resource 
Center’s annual production of of the 
Vagina Monologues.

Creek vs. Creek
Which is better? Find out with this 
restaurant comparison between Onion 
Creek and Cedar Creek.

Renaissance men and women
Learn about two Rice varsity athletes 
whose talents go way beyond their 
athletic abilities.

Features                              p. 10Sports                                 p. 6                              

Men’s basketball loses
Read about the team’s recent losses to 
conference rivals SMU and Marshall.

Batter up
Take a look at a preview for this year’s 
exciting baseball season.

•	 Ban on hard alcohol for all students under age 21
•	 Limit the number of people at private gatherings to seven times the num-

ber of the room’s assigned residents with no more than 40 total attendees
•	 Hosts of private gatherings must register the party in advance and are 

held accountable by the chief justice for things like number of people and 
amount of alcohol at the party

•	 Increased training for chief justices

Public parties end earlier 
to cut back on RUPD costs

by ANdrew Ta
AssistaNt News Editor

Hands remained up in the air for 
15 fewer minutes at this year’s pub-
lic parties as organizers turned the 
lights on earlier in order to avoid 
being billed for another hour by the 
Rice University Police Department, 
according to Duncan College social 
Drayton Thomas.

“At Duncan’s Sensation … we did 
do this,” Thomas said. “The super-
vising RUPD officer recommended it, 
saying that if RUPD had to stay until 
2:01, then we would be billed for an-
other hour. Our instructions were to 
turn on the lights at 1:45 and that the 
last song should end at 1:50.”

RUPD Sgt. Gary Spears said offi-
cers are paid by the hour, but with 
a four-hour minimum, and that the 
policy was not new.

“They get $158 for four hours,” 
Spears said. “If it goes past four 
hours, then it’s charged by every 

half-hour. Sometimes parties do 
this. Four and a half hours isn’t un-
common.”

Lovett College social Maria-Paula 
Munoz said Lovett turned its lights 
on at 1:45 a.m. for both parties this 
school year at the recommendation 
of RUPD.

“We do it to encourage people to 
leave,” Munoz, a junior, said. “Oth-
erwise, no one will be out by 2:00, 
and we get charged extra. It makes 
our job as socials easier since RUPD 
is still there when we’re trying to get 
people out.”

Duncan sophomore Benjamin 
Huber-Rodriguez said he thought 
starting the party later could be a 
potential solution.

“Start the party at 11:00 or 11:30,” 
Huber-Rodriguez said. “Since no 
one shows up by then anyway, you 
can save a ton of money on [Rice 
Emergency Medical Services] and 
RUPD, as well as require less server 
and security shifts.”

One projected use for the Moody Center for the Arts is as a gallery space.

courtesy rice Media



the Rice Thresher Friday, February 15, 2013OP-ED4 EDITORIAL2

Ca
rt

oo
n 

by
 E

lE
na

 l
aC

Ey
 a

nd
 a

nt
ho

ny
 l

au
ri

El
lo

APAC report a 
step  forward, still 

flawed
The Alcohol Policy Advisory Commit-

tee recently made public its recommenda-
tions on changes to Rice’s alcohol policy 
(see story, pg. 1), and though we do not 
agree with all of the recommendations 
made, the Thresher was pleased to see the 
amount of thought put into the recommen-
dations as well as the degree of student in-
volvement apparent in their development.

The Thresher supports the inclusion of 
an under-21 liquor ban as part of the rec-
ommendations made by the committee. 
Placing a negative emphasis on the con-
sumption of hard alcohol is an essential 
step in the process of changing the univer-
sity’s alcohol culture.

The key to an effective alcohol policy 
is consistency and a student body which 
understands that policy. The Thresher 
hopes that, whether or not changes are 
made to the policy, the administration will 
work with student government to ensure 
all students are educated about the policy 
and how it will be enforced — and that the 
administration and student government 
then stick to that enforcement plan. This 
will require both support for college chief 
justices and increased respect for and 
knowledge about the court systems.

Some of the recommendations made by 
the committee seemed arbitrarily chosen, 
while others lacked enough specificity. 
One example of this is the recommenda-
tion that alcohol permitted on campus be 
confined to beer, wine, champagne and 
premade alcoholic drinks with an alcohol 
content below 22 percent. It is unclear to 
the Thresher why the 22 percent figure was 
selected, and this figure seems fairly high 
considering that the previous point recom-
mends that all punches and mixed drinks 
made with liquor be prohibited at private 
gatherings which include students under 
21. On the other hand, the Thresher would 
have liked to have seen specific recom-
mendations on the amount of alcohol al-
lowed for a private gathering based on the 
size of the gathering.

The Thresher stands by its prior recom-
mendation (Jan. 18, 2013) that a new space 
designation, for collective private spaces, 
be created to deal with unique spaces at 
colleges which are not student bedrooms 
or suite common rooms but which also are 
not as public as the college’s commons.

The Thresher fully supports the commit-
tee’s recommendation to enhance alcohol 
education for all undergraduate students. 
However, the committee’s recommenda-
tions fail to directly address one of the ma-
jor issues with Rice’s current undergradu-
ate drinking culture: students gathering in 
small groups to pregame the “official” par-
ty pregame. The recommendations will not 
prevent students from hosting fewer than 
five other students without the burden of 
registration, and the 22 percent ceiling on 
alcohol content is too high to reasonably 
expect it to effectively keep students from 
being able to drink to excess. While mak-
ing students more aware of the effects of 
alcohol is an undeniably necessary step, 
for some students, additional education 
will not fully address the issue of stu-
dents drinking too much. The Thresher 
hopes any changes ultimately made to 
the university’s alcohol policy will take 
this into account while keeping in mind 
that the large majority of Rice students  
drink responsibly. 

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.
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“Wanna throw a party?

“Sure, I’ll call the lawyers.”

“Registering your [private] liquor if 
you’re 21 would be very inconvenient 
and very unrealistic.”  

-Jordan Bunch  
Wiess College senior

“21-year-olds are seen as adults in 
the eyes of state laws, so we [21-year-
olds] should be able to live as if we 
were in our own 
homes or 
apartments.” 

-Emily Nichol 
Wiess senior

“I don’t think a host needs to be 
caregiver trained to be able to 
figure out whether or not he should 
call [emergency medical services]. 
A [private party] host needing 
[caregiver, alcohol and host] training 
is just ridiculous. And the idea for 
21-year-olds to have to tell their 
chief justice every time 
they’re going to drink 
or take a shot is just 
preposterous.” 

-Nick Lassus  
Hanszen College junior

“I think Rice is too focused on 
alcohol. I think it would be good to 
dial it back, just to see how it goes.” 

-Omar Chris-Rotimi  
Baker College freshman

“Of course people are going to complain 
about the changes. They’re tough and, 
quite frankly, annoying. But here’s 
the thing: There are problems in our 
community – some stupid people – but 
without the option of excluding them from 
the community, we have to deal with the 

problem as a community. 
This is the path we’re being 
led down to deal with the 
problem, so unless you 
present a better solution, 
you have a duty as part of 
this community  

to join in.”

-Christian Hauser 
Wiess sophomore

Man
on the
Street

Reactions to APAC 
recommendations 
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by Jennifer Shen
Thresher Staff

Around 60 students traded their sleep and 
sanity last weekend to participate in Comput-
er Science Club’s second annual hackathon, 
HackRice, as they attempted to start and 
complete a software project within 30 hours.

Contrary to what the name may suggest, 
HackRice does not involve any illegal hack-
ing. Essentially marathons for computer pro-
grammers, hackathons provide programmers 
a chance to get together and complete a soft-
ware prototype in a short period of time.

The event began on Friday evening with a 
mixer for participants to discuss their ideas 
and to form teams. Coding officially began at 
10 a.m. Saturday in Brockman Hall of Phys-
ics, according to event organizer and Brown 
College junior Salvatore Testa.

Testa said the participants consisted pri-
marily of computer science majors but also 
included some electrical engineers. The par-

ticipants formed 12 teams, with two to five 
people on each team.

The teams presented their prototypes at 4 
p.m. Sunday to a panel of four judges: com-
puter science professor science Scott Cutler, 
computer science lecturer Stephen Wong, 
Palantir software engineer Joe Sortelli and 
Datafiniti CEO Shion Deysarkar.

The prototypes presented included a Rice-
themed Risk game and a degree planner that 
will keep track of its user’s progress in fulfilling 
his or her major and distribution requirements.

The application that took first prize was 
OwlDine, an iPhone application that allows 
its users to check the menu at each servery. 
In addition, users can rate and review each 
dish by logging into Facebook. The OwlDine 
team also created an interface for chefs to 
add dishes to the application. 

Cutler said the judging criteria included 
look and feel, functionality, usefulness and 
technologies used. OwlDine was the judges’ 
unanimous first choice, according to Cutler, 

who said he was impressed by the complete-
ness of the implemented features.

“[OwlDine] had the cleanest user interface 
and addressed a strong desire of Rice stu-
dents,” Cutler said. “They had a functional 
application implementing not only the client 
[iPhone] application, but also the back-end 
server.”

OwlDine member and Computer Science 
graduate student Weibo He said the biggest 
challenge was deciding what features to im-
plement considering the limited amount of 
time available.

“We ... plan to finish [OwlDine] up over 
[the] summer ... to benefit Rice kids,” He 
said. “We all felt the need to have a more con-
venient and interactive menu app than the 
static PDF menus we have now.”

Some other teams also have plans to 
continue their projects. Brown college se-
nior Wen Xing said that the degree planner 
she and her teammates worked on currently 
features a progress bar and checks with the 

students’ class schedules to see if a plan is 
feasible. Xing said she hopes to get a more 
comprehensive database of classes offered 
at Rice through Cutler, who built the popular 
Schedule Planner.

Every member of the first-place team took 
home a $150 cash prize. Members of the sec-
ond-place received $100 each, and those on 
the third-place team received $50 each.

Prizes were drawn every hour for 24 hours 
during the event to encourage participants to 
stay for the entire night, Testa said. Only the 
participants who were present at Brockman 
Hall at the time of drawing were eligible for 
the prizes. The prizes included an Amazon 
Kindle and an iPod Nano. 

Testa said this year’s HackRice had more par-
ticipants and sponsors compared to last year.

“We were [also] very happy with the re-
sults and quality of the [prototypes],” Testa 
said. “It was an improvement from last year.”

Testa said the Computer Science Club 
plans to make HackRice an annual event.

Students create applications for Rice at Hackathon

By Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

Foreign policy in the Middle East and the 
role of the European Union’s High Representa-
tive were the main focus at the Baker Institute 
Monday night as Lady Catherine Ashton had 
a conversation with Baker Institute Founding 
Director and Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian.

Ashton, the high representative of the 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
for the European Union, said her top priori-
ties in foreign policy are maintaining the re-
liable relationship between Europe and the 
United States, bettering Europe’s relation-
ships with neighboring countries and build-
ing relationships with other countries.

Ashton said there is a difference between 
building nations and helping to build any na-
tion going through a transition.

“My first comment to everyone is [that] 
it’s your country ... and you need to build it, 
and it won’t look the same as mine or any of 
the 27 that I know very well,” Ashton said. 
“And we will support you, but what we ask 
of you is that you build a country that carries 
the same values that we do. Our challenge is 
to help them get what we’ve got but in a way 
that works for them.”

Ashton said she believes the treatment of 
women in a given country reveals the treat-
ment of everyone else there. 

“So I say to Egyptians and to President 
[Mohamed] Morsi, ‘I will judge you by what 
happens to the women,’” Ashton said. “If the 
women are participating in politics and eco-
nomics, the women are fulfilling their ambi-
tions and [are] being seen to play a key role 
in your society, your society’s probably got a 
lot going for it.”

Concerning Syria, Ashton said the first 
challenge is making sure the Syrian presi-
dent, Bashar al-Assad, leaves office and that 
the second challenge is then transitioning 
into the future. 

“For us, it’s about two things, particularly 
backing [United Nations and Arab League 
Special Envoy for Syria Lakhdar] Brahimi … 
[and] trying to find a way to break the dead-
lock in the security council, trying to find a 
way to move forward,” Ashton said.

In regard to the current state of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, Ashton said that Europe 
has clear views about a solution.

“You need to have territory based on the 
’67 lines with land swaps,” Ashton said. “We 
recognize [that] the situation is not the same 
as it was, that you need to have Jerusalem as 
a capital for both, that you need to work out 
what you’re going to do about all the refu-

gees,” Ashton said. “But this is by no means 
an insolvable problem.”

Djerejian asked how Ashton’s job played 
into former Secretary of State Henry Kissing-
er’s on how to contact European diplomats 
about foreign policy for the continent.

Ashton said she would be the point per-
son who international diplomats could call to 
get in contact with each individual European 
country’s government.

Wiess College freshman Vicky Comesanas 
said the talk offered a different point of view 
about issues in the Middle East.

“I really enjoyed it, and I think that it was 
very eye-opening,” Comesanas said. “Ameri-
cans don’t really know a lot of the world out-
side of the United States, and it was very inter-
esting to …  see … the conflict in Syria and … 
other conflicts in the Middle East from a per-
spective other than an American perspective.”

EU representative talks foreign policy, Middle East
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“Given the vitality of the Houston arts 
community, we feel like [$15 million] is a rea-
sonable amount to continue to fundraise for 
in a timely fashion,” Levander said.

Levander said the new arts center is a part 
of a nationwide movement to make creativity 
part of university curriculum.

“What we would hope in years from now 
is that students at this university would see 
arts-making and creativity as an integral part 
of their education, regardless of their major,” 
Levander said.

Levander said she hopes that visitors 
to Houston will consider Rice’s arts center 
among other local world-class arts institu-
tions such as the Museum of Fine Arts Hous-
ton and the Menil Collection.

“We are literally a stone’s throw from in-
ternationally renowned museums,” Levander 
said. “This is a real opportunity for Houston 
as well as Rice to create another important 
hub in that arts network.”

The Faculty Arts Advisory Committee, 
which includes faculty across a variety of dis-
ciplines such as architecture, music, visual 

and dramatic arts and engineering, will gather 
input and make suggestions about the design 
and program of the arts center, Levander said.

Anthony Brandt, the Shepherd School of 
music’s chair on the FAAC, said he is excited 
about the new Moody Center for the Arts.

“It’s exciting to see the growing presence 
of the arts at Rice, from the beautiful campus-
wide public art to student-driven initiatives 
such as CelArts to the new Moody Center,” 
Brandt said. “All of us see the building as a 
launching pad of innovation and greater en-
gagement with the arts.”

The committee also includes chairs from 
Rice’s architecture school, the English de-
partment and the visual and dramatic arts 
department.

Brown College junior Alison Moscoso said 
she is excited about the addition of a new arts 
facility.

“I think that Rice has such a strong focus 
on engineering and research that the arts are 
often forgotten about,” Moscoso said. “This 
is best reflected in the location of the new 
arts center, in a far corner of Rice’s campus. 
I think it will be successful though because 
the students here are well-rounded and are 
always seeking opportunities to expand their 
horizons.”

by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

James Ragan, a Duncan College sophomore, 
has been through enough pain to last a lifetime. 
As a child, he was diagnosed with osteosarcoma, 
a rare pediatric bone cancer, and chose to make 
the best out of the situation. He was recently nom-
inated to the board of Sunshine Kids, an organi-
zation aimed at brightening the lives of pediatric 
cancer patients. 

Ragan said that, with his sister Mecklin, he 
founded Triumph Over Kid Cancer, a foundation 
that aims to make a difference in the lives of chil-
dren with pediatric bone cancer. 

“Research is the only solution to that problem 
and we need the money to do it,” Ragan said. “I 
don't know if I will still be around when they find 
a cure, but I want to feel like I played an important 
part in it, whether I'm there at the end or not.”

Ragan said he was initially approached by 
Sunshine Kids as a teenager and has been heav-
ily involved since. Over the years, according to 
Ragan, he served as a national SpokesKid to help 

get Sunshine Kids’ message out and raise money 
for the organization. 

Ragan said his outlook on the future is grim 
but he hopes that as a board member he will be 
able to guide the organization to provide more 
and better services to children with cancer by 
both continuing old traditions as well as setting 
up new programs for young cancer patients. 

“Well, you know our goal is to no longer exist 
because pediatric cancer no longer exists,” Ragan 
said. “Unfortunately, between 1975 and 2004, pe-
diatric cancer rates increased by about a third, 
according to the National Cancer Institute. So 
unfortunately, [the future of Sunshine Kids] looks 
bright. But as long as there is a kid out there with 
pediatric cancer, we will do anything we can to 
make that kid's life a little more bearable.”

Will Rice College sophomore Max Katner said 
he believes Ragan’s involvement in Sunshine Kids 
will positively benefit the organization. 

“I feel like this is an amazing opportunity for 
him to be part of a change that he can relate to; 
he can really make a difference this way,” Kat-
ner said.

James Ragan nominated to 
join board of Sunshine Kids

NEWS IN BRIEF

Rice University Police Department 
sent out a crime alert Wednesday after-
noon about an incident which took place 
Tuesday night. The alert states that a 
graduate student was attacked by two 
men in a white car in an attempted rob-
bery while riding his bicycle on Dryden 
Street south of campus. According to the 
alert, the student described his alleged 
assailants as black males, one of whom 
was wearing a yellow shirt.

RUPD Capt. Clemente Rodriguez said 
the City of Houston is taking the lead on 

the investigation of the incident. Rodri-
guez said that, although the incident oc-
curred near campus, he does believe the 
security guards RUPD recently hired have 
been having an effect on campus secu-
rity. Rodriguez said he advises students 
to follow the advice given in the crime 
alert — to avoid walking alone after dark, 
to not fight back if you find yourself the 
victim of a crime and to take advantage of 
RUPD’s night escort service.

— Seth Brown, Editor in Chief

Attempted robbery of graduate student spurs alert

RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice Univer-
sity Police Department for the period Feb. 6-10.

Residential Colleges
Lovett College

Other Buildings
Lovett Hall
BRC

Other Locations
West Lot
6400 Main St.

Off campus
Main at Dryden

Feb. 8

Feb. 6
Feb. 9 

Feb. 6
Feb. 6

Feb. 9
Feb. 10

Theft of bicycle, cleared by 
arrest

Theft of bicycle, active
Theft of bicycle, cleared by arrest

Theft of bicycle, active
Possession of marijuana, 
cleared by arrest
Liquor law violations, SJP referrals
DUI, cleared by arrest

0ARTS
 from page 1
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Ultimately, the committee decided to rec-
ommend that private gathering attendance not 
exceed seven times the number of residents as-
signed to the room, with no more than 40 attend-
ees allowed in total, Taylor said.

Jones College senior Colin MacCormack said 
he thinks the limit on private party attendance 
would be difficult to implement because of the 
differences between colleges.

“They want to come out with a blanket policy 
that applies to every college, but that’s tricky to 
do because the colleges are laid out differently,” 
MacCormack said. “Each space is different and 
every college has their own places that they like 
to hang out and party.”

Baker College senior Claire Garney said she 
would worry about the consequences of a limited 
number of attendees at a private party.

“If you’re limiting the number of people, there 
are going to be people left out,” Garney said. 
“There could either be problems with enforce-
ment or problems with the campus feel that we 
have now where everyone is included.”

The recommendations place a large portion 
of the responsibility for a private gathering on the 
host, who, under the recommendations, would 
have to register the party in advance with the col-
lege chief justice and clearly state the number of 
guests, the time and duration of the party, and the 
amount and type of alcohol served, Taylor said. 
The host would then be held accountable for fol-
lowing the party plan.

Brown College chief justice John Muller, a 
member of the APAC committee, said that dis-
cussion of enforcement was key in the commit-
tee’s meetings.

“I think all of our recommendations could be 
handled [by the Rice community],” Muller, a ju-
nior, said. “Whenever we discussed an idea, we 
always talked about enforcement and its limita-
tions and whether it was a reasonable suggestion 
to which the colleges could adapt.”

According to Taylor, the chief justices asked for 
a clear set of expectations and rules for both the 
college court system and the college community.

“We’ve been as clear as we can in terms of 
numbers and expectations for our recommenda-
tions,” Taylor said. “If a CJ comes upon an [unreg-
istered gathering], it’s easy to enforce, and if it is 

registered, they have a clear set of numbers, and 
they know who the host is.”

In order to help chief justices and associate 
justices handle these types of situations, the com-
mittee proposed increased training, Taylor said. 

Additionally, Hutchinson said the college 
court system needs the support of the colleges.

“It is true that we have struggled to recreate 
the sense of the community in which the col-
lege courts are expected to do the enforcement,” 
Hutchinson said. “Students should expect the 
college courts will do that, and should respect 
the authority of the college courts as needed to 
enforce the alcohol policy.”

Hutchinson said he was very grateful for 
APAC’s work on the hard issues surrounding alco-
hol policy. Moving forward, he said he will consid-
er APAC’s recommendations while also consulting 
with university leadership, including President 
David Leebron, Provost George McClendon, and 
residential college masters and presidents. 

According to Hutchinson, alcohol abuse has 
been on the rise in the past few years.

“The number of students who required medi-
cal care as a result of alcohol has been dramati-
cally higher in the last four years,” Hutchinson 
said. “We have been working on those issues 
to find ways to appropriately educate students 
about safe behavior, about the rules and about 
the importance of respecting those rules.”

Hutchinson said while alcohol safety gener-
ally improved during the previous hard alcohol 
probation, the end of the probation saw an up-
turn in alcohol-related infractions.

“[This increase] re-elevated our concerns that 
we needed to improve the situation,” Hutchinson 
said. “Our goal is to keep students safe, even in 
those circumstances where students are making 
decisions outside of our reach. We try to make 
a set of rules and procedures that influence stu-
dents to make appropriate choices.”

MacCormack said he worries that a stricter 
alcohol policy could have a negative impact on 
students’ attitudes towards drinking. 

“I don’t think Rice has a drinking problem 
that’s any better or any worse than other schools, 
but we’re more out in the open about it,” MacCor-
mack said. “Everything happens on campus so 
we’re very aware of our problem. I would be afraid 
that if we eventually moved towards a more strin-
gent alcohol policy, the drinking is not going to go 
away, it’s just going to go into hiding.”

Joey Capparella also contributed to this article.

0APAC
 from page 1

The following were noted at the most recent meeting of the Student Association on Feb. 11.

■■■ SA President Sanjula Jain announced the beginning of the 2013 general elec-
tion. Polls opened at 11:59 p.m. Feb. 11.

■■■ SA External Vice President Yoonjin Min announced that Rice had received a $20 
million donation for a new art center to be built in the next three years next to 
the existing media center and the Rice University Police Department building. 
A committee to help design the new center is looking for five undergraduates. 
Send interest letters to sapres@rice.edu by 5 p.m. Feb. 20.

■■■ Min said the Wellbeing Working Group would be split internally into different 
focus and outreach groups and that any comments or concerns should be sent 
to Working Group Chair Philomena Bradford at philomena.r.bradford@rice.edu.

■■■ The Student Senate passed the Chief Justice Support and Training Resolution.

■■■ The Student Senate passed an amendment to the SA bylaws governing the 
spring election.

■■■ McMurtry College Senator Trent Navran presented a resolution that would en-
courage more cohesiveness between Rice’s entrepreneurship organizations and 
would recommend that they be allowed to ask for support from Rice. The resolu-
tion will be voted on in the coming weeks.

■■■ University Court Secretary Brian Baran presented amendments to the UCourt 
Bylaws and Investigation, Hearing and Appeal Procedure that would clarify 
membership requirements and restrictions on studying abroad while in office, 
prevent ties in final votes during hearings, clarify the role and responsibilities of 
the ombudsperson, increase the discretion of the investigator in obtaining wit-
ness testimony, and specify a procedure for students charged to call witnesses.

■■■ Student Vision for the Second Century Committee Co-Chair senior Kathleen 
Barker and Wiess College President David Payne presented the Student Vision 
for the Second Century, highlighting continued effort toward a new student cen-
ter, more focus on a holistic curriculum, the creation of a committee on under-
graduate curriculum with representatives from student leaders and continued 
emphasis on strengthening Rice’s reputation within the United States. The full 
report can be read at sa.rice.edu/sv2c.

■■■ Jones College President Clinton Willbanks announced a new homecoming com-
mittee that would focus on creating events for students during homecoming 
week. The application will be at sa.rice.edu at a later date.

The SA will next meet Feb. 18 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.
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Women’s basketball is edged out by Houston  
Nail biting game favors Owls cross-town Conference-USA rival, 53-51

Last week, I found myself staring at a 
framed newspaper from the day after Rice 
baseball won its first NCAA College World 
Series title in 2003. Even though I’ve seen 
them over and over again, whether they’re on 
the wall at Pub, or placed in Tudor, or on a 
banner along the inner loop, the images from 
that game still cause me to pause.  

In some ways, it’s strange the impact they 
have on me. I don’t remember the game. At 
the time I didn’t keep up with college base-
ball or Rice sports or really even know much 
about Rice in general. 

Yet for me the pictures, the murals, the 
old newspapers, they all stand as testaments, 
powerful proofs of what can be achieved from 
inside the hedges. The challenges at Rice, 
athletically and otherwise, are unique. But 
so are the possibilities. 

It’s fitting that the same Stanford Cardinal 

ball club that Rice defeated to win its first cham-
pionship will visit Reckling Park this week-
end for the first pitch of the 10th anniversary 
season of that victory.  Rice’s successes and 
shortcomings in the decade between that 
championship and this weekend’s series 
have simultaneously highlighted the strength 
of the program while putting into perspective 
how special that 2003 accomplishment really is. 

Since winning the championship, Rice has 
extended its streak of winning the conference 
regular season and/or tournament title to 17 
years (leading to this year’s Phil Jackson-
esque posters of Coach Wayne Graham and 
all his rings). They’ve also now reached the 
NCAA tournament on 18 consecutive occa-
sions, giving them the fourth longest active 
streak behind only Cal State Fullerton (21), 
Florida State (35), and the University of Mi-
ami (40). And since 2003 Rice has been fea-
tured in Omaha three additional times, in 
2006, 2007, and 2008. 

The magic of that 2003 victory, however, is 
in some ways magnified by what hasn’t been 
accomplished since.

 Rice has not made a College World Series 
final since 2003. In both 2006 and 2007, the 
team came within one victory of that platform 
before being eliminated by consecutive losses.

Moreover, the Class of 2012 became the 

first class since 1996 to finish their under-
graduate careers without seeing the Owls 
play in Omaha, despite the team twice enter-
ing the tournament as a top-8 national seed 
(rewarding them with home field advantage 
throughout the tournament) and featuring 
arguably the best player in Rice history in 
Anthony Rendon.  

These recent statistics are not criticisms. 
They should not be seen as failures or letdowns. 
They are simply reminders of how impressive 
the program’s accomplishments taken together 
over the last two decades really are. And lest we 
take for granted the accomplishment of making 
the NCAA tournament in and of itself, it should 
be noted that before beginning this streak in 
1995, Rice had never qualified before. 

Rice baseball isn’t just consistently one of 
the best teams on campus — it is one of the best 
programs in the nation across all sports.

Not only is it one of the best programs in the 
nation, it also provides a home-game experi-
ence that is not only unique and excellent, but 
also is a potential piece of a great Rice experi-
ence. Enjoying baseball requires slowing down, 
and a chance to slow down is often what this 
campus sorely needs. 

At Reckling Park, you can spend an eve-
ning out on the outfield hill enjoying the 
sunset, watching little kids play and young 

alums have bottle rolling competitions. Or 
you can soak in the afternoon sun from the 
stands listening to the rhythm of each pitch 
reaching the catcher’s glove broken by the 
staccato sound of hits off an aluminum bat. 

And somehow in this slowed down state 
moments still become incredibly exciting, 
painfully heartbreaking, and occasionally even 
inspiring. There are acrobatic catches, sudden 
home-run shots, and phony fly-balls that get 
your hopes up off the bat before drifting harm-
lessly to an outfielder. 

There are those game-on-the-line mo-
ments with two men on and two men out 
settled by the ritual challenge between the 
pitcher and his ball and the batter with his bat.  

 It’s a different kind of sporting experi-
ence, but it’s one that begs to be taken ad-
vantage of. 

So this weekend series against Stanford 
shouldn’t be the only trip to Reckling Park. 
Instead, it should be a regular piece of this 
spring. Rice baseball can be a relaxing Satur-
day afternoon, a mid-week multi-inning study 
break, or a reason to procrastinate a little lon-
ger before starting Sunday’s work. 

Plus, it’s impossible to know when the boys 
with the R on their cap will give us, and the stu-
dents who come after us, pictures to pause and 
marvel at once again. 

by Teddy Grodek
Thresher StaFF 

With only one game this weekend, the Rice 
Owls had a lot of time to prepare for the arrival 
of the University of Houston Cougars to Tudor 
Fieldhouse this past Sunday. Coming off their 
first win in quite a while, the Owls were hoping 
to use their victory against the University of 
Alabama, Birmingham, as a stepping stone to 
leave the basement of the conference standings. 
Unfortunately, the Cougars had other plans.

Houston has played a streaky season all 
year, with stretches when it looked unstoppa-
ble and stretches when it was self-destructive. 
Redshirt senior Porsche Landry, one of Confer-
ence USA’s best players, has averaged 17 points 
a game, and Houston’s results have been based 
largely on her play.

Rice played a solid first half, holding Hous-
ton to only 24 points with strong defense. The 
Owls had trouble scoring during stretches but 
still led 31-24 heading into the locker room. 
They shot 30 percent from the field but missed 
all six of their 3-point attempts, scoring most of 
their points in the paint.

Rice came out of the locker room and con-
tinued opening up its lead. The Owls were up 
14 points with 14 minutes left in the game but 
began slipping and shooting poorly.

With two minutes left and Rice up three, 
Houston had the ball and found its star player. 
Like leaders do, Landry hit the big shot, tying 
the game with a 3-ball. After a wasted Owls pos-
session the next time down the floor, Houston 
responded with another 2-point shot which be-
came the game-winner.

Rice took one last shot at the buzzer, but the 
3-pointer did not fall, giving the Cougars the vic-
tory. Rice ended up shooting under 30 percent 
in the second half on its home floor – not a com-
bination that will help a team win basketball 
games. In the end Houston prevailed and won 
53-51 in an incredibly close game.

Junior forward Jessica Kuster had a stand-
out game for the Owls, adding 22 points and 15 
rebounds in the loss. The 15 rebounds moved 

her into third place all-time for the Owls, and 
the 22 points moved her into eighth all-time 
in scoring.

Kuster outscored Landry, who had 17 
points but hit the big shots when the Cougars 
needed them.

“Give Houston credit, they fought back,” Head 

Coach Greg Williams said. “[Landry] had a great 
second half; we struggled to guard her, and she 
stepped up.”

This next week, the Owls travel to both games, 
with a Thursday night contest in New Orleans 
against Tulane University and a game in Oklaho-
ma against the University of Tulsa.

Rice lost to Tulane earlier in the season but 
squeaked by Tulsa earlier in the year at home, giv-
ing the Owls hopes for another split. After this road 
trip, Rice’s next week of games will be at home.

Tulane is currently tied for second in C-USA, 
while Tulsa is in the middle of the pack with a win-
ning percentage below .500.

The Fifth Lap
In a Rice Baseball state of mind

Lexi eisenberg/thresher

  Gabe  Cuadra

Rice Sophomore Nakachi Maduka, No. 21, fends off University of Houston Yasmeen Thompson, No. 20, at last Sunday’s game at Tudor.  
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by Dan Elledge
Thresher Staff 

The treading gets tougher for the Owls 
as they try to break out of their recent slide. 
Last Thursday, the Owls fell to a rolling Texas 
A&M University team that cruised in and took 
the 6-1 result. Even with the negative result, 
Head Coach Efe Ustundag took some posi-
tives from the match saying the team now 
knows the level they need to play at to beat 
those elite teams.

“We have been emphasizing this all sea-
son that the talent level is not that much dif-
ferent,” Ustundag said. “It is the good teams 
that make you play for every point. They do 
not give you anything free.”

Rice was supposed to play at Louisiana 
State University on Sunday, but weather 
played a factor. Ustundag said the match 
would have gone on in an indoor facility, but 

Mardi Gras made travelling to New Orleans 
almost impossible.

The team said they felt there were many 
benefits from the extra time including the 
potential recovery of senior Peter Frank, who 
is listed as day-to-day. Ustundag is hopeful 
that he will have Frank back out there for 
the weekend and beyond. Otherwise, major 
shifts in doubles will have to occur. 

“I think the pushing back of the game 
gave us a little bit of time to see what Peter’s 
status is and we have to shuffle some doubles 
around so we can practice with those pairs,” 
Ustundag said.

Senior Jonathan Chang agreed that the ex-
tra time was much needed as more practice 
and more rest is just what the doctor ordered.

“I think it gives us more time to fix what 
we did wrong against A&M,” Chang said. 
“Also, it gives us more time to rest.”

Depending on the result against LSU yes-

terday, the Owls are now off to a 2-4 start, 
something that Ustundag was not envision-
ing in his first year at the helm.  Rice has a 
quick turnaround in two days as Texas Chris-
tian University comes to visit Jake Hess Sta-
dium. Last year against the Horned Frogs, 
the Owls won in a thriller in Fort Worth 4-3. 
Rice is hoping to build off last year’s result 
as this is an important mark in their season. 
Another loss could be sending the Owls to a 
disappointing season, but a win here could 
change the swing of things.

Ustundag said he feels that TCU is an 
underrated team with narrow losses against 
elite teams and an upset win earlier in the 
year over Stanford.

“[TCU] is a very good team, ” Ustundag said. 
“They have had some unlucky losses. They lost 
to A&M 5-2, but they said it was the best oppo-
nent they have faced all year. TCU beat Stanford on 
the road and had a very tough loss at Tulsa.”

Chang said he agrees that TCU is going to 
be a challenge and is excited to be playing 
in front of the fans at Jake Hess because he 
knows they will help.

“TCU is a really good team this year, but 
they just beat Stanford,” Chang said. “I actu-
ally do not know what to expect at this point. 
They have some good new players, so we will 
see how it goes. I am excited to play at home 
because it gives us a nice advantage.”

Ustundag feels this match against TCU 
could be tougher than the match against  LSU 
would have been. He says the season is hitting 
an important stretch and knows that this sched-
ule will push the Owls to the limit.

“I think they are more dangerous than 
LSU when talent level and coaching is con-
cerned,” Ustundag said. “I like the fact we 
are playing them at home, but I think they 
will be stronger than LSU so the road does 
not get any easier for us.”

Men’s Tennis prepares for TCU match up 

Men’s Basketball has an off day against SMU
by Ryan Glassman

 Thresher Staff 

Less than two weeks removed from an out-
ing in which the Rice men’s basketball team 
scored 54 points in a single half, the Owls (5-
19, 1-9) were unable to match such offensive 
output in a frustrating conference defeat. 
Hosting the Southern Methodist University 
Mustangs (13-12, 3-7) last Saturday, Rice had 
its worst shooting day of the season in a 61-39 
defeat at Tudor Fieldhouse. The Owls came 
out with a game plan to attack offensively 
from the perimeter, converting on four out of 
13 attempts from behind the 3-point line in 
the first half. But Rice simply could not pro-
duce any offense from inside the arc, scor-
ing just two points in the paint over the first 

20 minutes against SMU. Led by legendary 
NCAA and NBA Head Coach Larry Brown, the 
Mustangs took a 26-17 lead at the half. Sopho-
more guard Julian DeBose and senior guard 
Tamir Jackson each reached double digits in 
scoring for Rice, but the Owls struggled all 
day from the field and were unable to bring 
the deficit within single digits in the second 
half. The team shot just 19.6 percent (10 for 
51) from the field for the game, falling at 
home on an offense-deprived evening. 

Head Coach Ben Braun’s squad was much 
more competitive on the road Wednesday 
when it traveled to take on Marshall Uni-
versity (11-14, 4-6) for another league tilt. 
The Owls and Thundering Herd played to a 
33-33 tie at halftime, and Jackson and junior 
guard Austin Ramljak combined for 22 points 

in the first half. Rice took the lead late in an 
incredibly close second half when freshman 
forward Ross Wilson’s layup with 3:53 remain-
ing made it a 61-60 game. But after Marshall 
scored four straight points from the line, Jack-
son was forced out of the game with an eye 
injury in the closing minutes. Freshman guard 
Keith Washington entered the game and scored 
layups on back-to-back possessions, but Mar-
shall responded with a corner 3 and iced the 
game with free throws while Jackson made his 
way back into the game. The resilient Owls, 
shorthanded with sophomore forward Seth 
Gearhart out due to injury, battled all night on 
the road but fell by a one-point margin 71-70 
for their fourth straight loss.

Milestone Watch: Amid what has been a 
tumultuous senior season, Jackson continues 

to put his finishing touches on what has sim-
ply been one of the best careers in the history 
of the men’s basketball program. Jackson be-
came just the ninth player in program history 
to surpass the 1,500-point mark Saturday and 
currently stands eighth on the career scoring 
list after going for 16 at Marshall. Jackson also 
now ranks fourth all time in career assists and 
fifth in career steals after this week’s games. 
With six regular season games left, Jackson 
has the opportunity to finish at least second 
all time in games played in a career, depend-
ing on how far the Owls can advance in the 
Conference USA tournament. Lastly, Jackson 
currently stands second all time in minutes 
played and is on pace to pass Dana Hardy (‘89-
’92) for the career record, 3,397 minutes, if he 
stays healthy for the rest of the season.
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In the past few weeks, students 
all across campus cast their ballots 
to elect the newest crop of residen-
tial college presidents. Now’s your 
chance to learn more about these 
new leaders and their thoughts 
about key issues like their presiden-
tial goals, the alcohol policy and 
their favorite traditions.

2. What are 3 things you would like to accomplish as president?

3. My all-time favorite Baker tradition is the freshman camping trip because 
of the way it brings an entire class together, while also celebrating Baker pride 
for the upperclassmen. The freshman camping trip is when the freshman class 
camps somewhere outside of Houston on one Friday night in November and 
comes back to Baker the next morning with a Christmas tree that the freshmen 
found, chopped down and hauled back. It is then a spectacle for the upper-
classmen to watch them struggle with setting the tree up in the commons while 
rekindling freshman-year nostalgia. It’s kinda cute.

3. My favorite tradition is Keg in the Quad. Every other Friday or so, we put a 
keg out in the quad along with non-alcoholic drinks and food so people can 
come out to relax and celebrate the start of the weekend. People chitchat on 
the benches, throw a football around and eat good food, and the atmosphere 
is super chill. It is the best way to start the weekend and hang out with your 
friends. 

what’s always been done, and 3. act as a liaison to help Hanszenites better  
the Rice campus.

3. My favorite Hanszen tradition is Crane Day. After being required to evacu-
ate Hanszen New Section during the construction of new Wiess, Hanszenites 
made the best of a bad situation, got a keg and threw a party in the quad. 
We now pay tribute to this great day every February— it is much like a college 
night, but it’s my favorite tradition because it proves that older residential col-
leges can still develop new traditions.

3. My favorite tradition is the Ubangee. The Ubangee is the ultimate expres-
sion of Wiess love and is something that every Rice student should experience 
before graduation.

better history-keeping for the foreseeable future. Currently, we have very little pro-
gramming for OC students, something which can be rectified by working with the 
OC floor rep and  subsidizing more meals on a regular basis. Finally, some years 
back we lost our precious parking spaces to the construction of Martel dormitory. I 
would like to reclaim those spots by whatever means necessary.

3. My favorite Jones tradition is the annual Christmas party. The Jones Christmas 
party is held on the last day of classes in the fall right before study days begin. 
Generally, the last week of classes is one of the most stressful times of the year, 
many would argue even more stressful than finals period itself. During the rest of 
the semester, regardless of if it’s the weekend or a short break, we all still have the 
thought of some work that we should be doing hanging over our heads. However, 
for that brief night between the last week of classes and buckling down to start 
studying for finals, we can all take some time to truly enjoy ourselves and forget 
about classes for once.

1. How do you plan to help your college respond to any potential changes to the alcohol policy?

1. I plan to help the drinking culture at Jones respond to any potential changes in 
the alcohol policy by doing my best to serve as a bridge between the administra-
tion and the student body. Many misunderstandings are created by the fact that the 
students aren’t aware of the reasoning behind decisions from the administration or 
the administration simply isn’t able to adequately see things from the student point 
of view because, well... it’s been a long time since many of them have been in our 
shoes. My hope is that by taking the time to gain a full understanding of both points 
of view, regardless of whether they are at odds with each other or not, I can convey 
this information and bring both sides a bit closer to understanding each other.

2. 1. Improving history-keeping at Jones, 2. engaging off-campus students better 
and 3. reclaiming the Martel parking lot. Jones is severely lacking in terms of consis-
tent history-keeping; I’d like to empower our historian to be more than a photogra-
pher, work with the Woodson Research Center and use existing relationships with 
them to improve our archives, and set up a sustainable system that will ensure 

1. As president, I will ensure there is a clear understanding of our new expec-
tations by communicating the changes to Wiessmen. Also, I will work with 
other Wiessmen to explore ways to maintain our culture and traditions in a 
way that complies with the alcohol policy changes. Finally, I will support the 
Wiess chief justice and other members of our college court system in appropri-
ately enforcing the new changes in the alcohol policy.

2. 1. Empower more Wiessmen to creatively engage in, take ownership of and 
find ways to improve our college. 2. Find opportunities to improve the social 
cohesion at Wiess. 3. Ensure that our college culture and traditions transition 
smoothly into any changes in the alcohol policy.

1. As we are in this waiting period to hear of any concrete changes to the Rice 
alcohol policy, it is crucial that we take time to reflect on our college-specific 
and campuswide drinking cultures to determine best practices to carry into 
this transition period. As Hanszen president, I see my role in this situation 
being two-fold: 1) being able to communicate the expectations and reasoning 
behind the decisions of the Rice administration to Hanszenites, and 2) actively 
taking part in the reshaping of the drinking culture at Hanszen according to 
the new policy, whether that means overseeing healthy drinking events or even 
facilitating discussions to ensure that healthy drinking habits are promoted 
within all classes and that these healthy habits remain apart of Hanszen’s 
drinking culture.

2. As Hanszen president, I am hoping to: 1. continue to cultivate a family 
community at Hanszen, 2. re-evaluate and rediscover the purpose in our 
 traditions, rather than just go along with them because they are  

1. The best way to respond to any change that may occur is to try to under-
stand the reasoning behind why parts of the alcohol policy were changed. It’s 
easy to stand from the outside and criticize changes that may not make much 
sense, but there was a long thought process that went behind each decision. 
Knowing what that reasoning is makes it much easier to accept why these 
changes need to happen. Clearly articulating these reasons and making Will 
Ricers understand them will hopefully ease the transition that the drinking 
culture at Will Rice will go through.

2. 1. I really want to strengthen the community at Will Rice even more. Our 
college is already really tight-knit, but there’s always space for improvement. 
2. Empower the underclassmen to step up and serve the college. They’re the 
next generation who are going to keep our college burning with the spirit of the 
Phoenix. 3. Sweep Beer Bike.

1. Baker’s culture is not dependent on the types of alcohol we drink, nor is 
it dependent on irresponsible behavior, and I am confident we are all mature 
enough to be able to handle the changes to the alcohol policy without jeopar-
dizing our culture. We just all need to know that— and I plan to help us realize 
the strength in our community.

2. The first and most important goal I would like to accomplish is to redefine 
Baker pride as pride not just in the college history, but also in our current com-
munity and its members as a whole. I would also like to bring the power to 
shape the culture and history of our college to every Bakerite, so that everyone 
can leave knowing they personally contributed to making this college better. 
Finally, part of this presidency is going to be known for the implementation of 
the new alcohol policy, so I would like to make this transition as safe and with 
as much student buy-in as possible.

Meet the new college presidents
3. What is your favorite tradition at your college?

8 COLLEGE PRESIDENTS

Adrian Yao/Baker College

Won He Lee/Will Rice College

Caroline Gutierrez/Hanszen College

Bernard Miller/Wiess College

Connor Hoppe/Jones College
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3. My favorite tradition would have to be Brown Day. It’s an event that hap-
pens in our quad at the end of the spring semester that allows everyone from 
Brown to unwind before finals and to enjoy being a part of Brown.

of jointly coordinated events by the colleges and providing more opportuni-
ties for Rice students to interact through their colleges with other colleges. 3. 
Ensure a smooth and safe transition to the new alcohol policy.

3. Although new, Lovett’s tradition of dominating powderpuff is my favorite 
tradition because it is one of the few times when everyone from the college, 
drinkers and nondrinkers alike and all other socially divided groups, come 
together to support each other. Everyone cheers on our awesome ladies and 
shows their pride for Lovett. It also proves that, as our cheer says, “We are the 
best college.”

the campuswide community, whether that be in SA meetings, in conversations 
with members of the administration or just among the other presidents. All in 
all, I hope these three goals come together to create a Sid community that feels 
happy, welcomed and cared for.

3. There’s nothing quite like getting out of class at 3 p.m. on a Friday afternoon 
and walking back through the grove to the sounds of Radio Free Sid, particu-
larly Back in Black. To me, that always signals the start of a great weekend. 
Although, I do admit to owning a necklace of plastic baby heads, and the Orc 
Raid is another Sid tradition that holds a special place in my heart.

3. Martel Matriculation: While the Rice Matriculation welcomes all new stu-
dents to the Rice community, our matriculation welcomes new Martelians to 
the family. Martel Matriculation truly generates a sense of comfort, security 
and caring among the new students and helps foster the sense of family that 
permeates throughout all of our college.

3.  I actually love that we don’t have concrete traditions yet. Part of the beauty 
of being a young college is the privilege to make the traditions as we go. I think 
tradition is a pretty organic process, and Rice students are pretty creative. I’ll 
just say to look out for bananas at Beer Bike this year. 

3.  I personally love DuncTavern. When Duncan first began, we lacked the 
room in our budget to fund a pub night. As a result, we decided to utilize the 
Duncan Sundeck, and the event now provides a chance to socialize and enjoy 
each other’s company with good food and music.

1. As president, I will engage the college leadership, adult team and commu-
nity to determine how we can best align our culture to fit within the framework 
of current and future changes.

2. I hope to highlight different forms of involvement, particularly those not 
requiring a formal position or title. As a president of a new college specifically, 
I hope to work with members of the community to standardize our positions 
and procedures to provide structural consistency. I also want to ensure that a 
wide range of opinions and perspectives are factored into the decisions made 
by our government.

1. I do not see it as my job to change the drinking culture of a college. That’s 
up to the members. I hope that McMurtry can be a place that takes pride in its 
community standards, and I hope to reinforce that McMurtry is an inclusive 
community that is welcoming to a wide range of students.

2. I hope to truly serve as a representative of the whole of McMurtry. I feel 
like it’s easy for a small, loud voice to be heard, but I want others to be able to 
contribute as they deserve. This is especially important with the restructuring 
within our McMinistry and the call for closer ties with the SA.

1. I think it is important that Martel fully understands any new changes that are 
implemented. I will be working closely with and supporting my awesome chief 
justice to make sure problem areas are looked at closely and a suitable solution 
is reached. With a thorough understanding of what the changes are and why 
they were made, I believe my college will be able to adapt well to the new rules. 

2. 1. I want to work with my new prime minister to improve committees. We have 
quite a few committees that all put on amazing events at Martel, but I want to see 
more collaboration between these groups and more involvement from the college. 
2. I want to improve public spaces at Martel— we definitely have the best facilities 
on campus, and every area of Martel should be at the same high level. 3. I want to 
increase Martel involvement with athletics. We have a bunch of talented athletes  
at Martel, and I want to get the rest of the college excited to get out there to support 
them.

1. It’s difficult to know what my exact response will be since the alcohol policy 
changes have not yet been officially decided. In general, I would like to pro-
mote healthy and responsible drinking habits, such as continuing to encour-
age social drinking rather than secretive or more dangerous behaviors. Some 
traditions may have to be redesigned in response to policy changes, and my 
hope is that we can come up with ways to organize these events so that they are 
still fulfilling and fun. I don’t want Sidizens to feel the loss of any positive or 
social aspects of our drinking culture, even if the alcohol policy changes what 
can be consumed at these gatherings.

2. My primary goal is to spend a lot of time listening to my college. Along 
those lines, my second goal is to provide support and guidance to Sidizens 
who have great new ideas or programs they would like to implement within 
the college. My third goal is to faithfully represent the interests of my college to 

1. I, the chief justice, and all of the Central Committee will have a uniform 
strategy of enforcement that is fair and publicly communicated to all Lovet-
teers so that no one is confused about or unaware of the expectations that we, 
as a college, set. Everyone on the Central Committee will embody this principle 
and will always be open to feedback and recommendations from Lovetteers. 
The key is to encourage safe, responsible social behavior and to encourage 
Lovetteers to discourage each other and guests of Lovett from making poor 
decisions. Everyone should model the appropriate behavior that we want at 
Lovett and keep each other accountable through informal and formal mecha-
nisms. 

2. 1. Increase Lovett bonding and freshman class unity through the expan-
sion of the Lovett new student representative’s role. 2. Increase intercollegiate 
interactions to improve intercollegiate relationships by increasing the number 

1. If changes do take place, I want to be open and honest with Brown about 
how our drinking culture and the expectations associated with it will change. 
I also want to engage both drinkers and nondrinkers in these changes since 
the college drinking culture affects everyone who lives at Brown, not just those 
who imbibe.

2. As president, one thing I’d like to focus on is continuing to bridge the gap 
between the SA and the colleges. Additionally, I’d like to increase the number 
of collaborative college events such as shared pub nights, college nights and 
Friday quad events. Most importantly, at Brown, I want to make sure we have 
a smooth transition going into next year. Besides having to worry about ac-
commodating any potential changes to the alcohol policy, Brown will also be 
getting new masters next year, and I want to ensure that their time as masters 
gets off to a good start.

John Muller/Brown College

Danny Cohen/Lovett College

Caitlin Devereaux/Sid Richardson College

Izzy Spanswick/Martel College

Mason Sanders/McMurtry College

Jeremy Scher/Duncan College



Still, as with any other large-scale endeavor, 
Futbol 4 Dreams is not without its complications. 
According to Iribarne, the biggest difficulty is 
the constant need to be actively searching for 
new ways to receive donations, as well as to find 
people and organizations that can deliver the 
group’s shipments.

“It requires constant effort, otherwise it 
would die out,” Iribarne said. “It is a great idea, 
but it does not thrive without constant effort to 
stay on the map and constantly being in contact 
with people that are willing to help and stand 
behind the organization.”

This effort has its obvious benefits; however, 
the feedback from children who have been ben-
efited across the the world is the primary one.

“Seeing how our donations and efforts affect 
communities across the world makes it all worth 
it,” Iribarne said.

Although Iribarne is often unable to personally 
deliver the donations, she said the knowledge the 
organization is bringing joy to children interna-
tionally is enough.

“There are no words to describe emotion of the 
kids that receive the donations,” Iribarne said. “It 
makes all the effort worthwhile, and every time we 
get pictures, it drives motivation for us to keep the 
organization growing and for finding more dona-
tions and places we can send our shipments to.”

Futbol 4 Dreams is starting to receive recogni-
tion for its success. It was formally recognized as 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit by the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice this January. Iribarne also said she wants to 
run the organization full time, eventually traveling 
to set up a soccer clinic and become a part of the 
communities Futbol 4 Dreams is reaching.

Iribarne also said Futbol 4 Dreams is currently 
active. Interested donors can visit the website at 
http://futbol4dreams.wix.com/futbol4dreams or 
email the group at futbol4dreams@gmail.com.

Gabriela Iribarne 

For Iribarne, this passion is bringing the joy 
of the sport she loves to underprivileged children 
around the world. In 2006, Gabriela Iribarne’s sis-
ter Nicolette Iribarne, a junior at the time, founded 
Futbol 4 Dreams, a nonprofit that focuses on col-
lecting soccer balls, uniforms, cleats and other 
soccer equipment and sending them to under-
privileged children around the world. Volunteers 
decorate the soccer balls personally with inspira-
tional messages and images.

The idea was formulated at the family dinner 
table. Gabriela Iribarne and her siblings played 
soccer throughout their childhood. Their fam-
ily also traveled frequently during this time, and 
everywhere they went, they saw children playing 
soccer. Iribarne said she and her siblings were im-
mediately able to connect with these children, ir-
respective of any cultural or linguistic barriers. The 
idea started as sending soccer balls to refugees, 
with Azerbaijan as the intended destination, but 
was then expanded to underprivileged children 
in general. Once Nicolette moved to Spain to study 
abroad, Iribarne took responsibility for Futbol 4 
Dreams in the United States.

Iribarne started a chapter of the club at her 
high school, which is still running along with sev-
eral other chapters at sister high schools. Iribarne 
and her sister work in conjunction to run the club 
even while Nicolette is abroad.

“We are currently both working collaboratively 
on the organization and are in constant contact, 
and [we] are working on ways to improve our non-
profit and keep it running,” Iribarne said.

Statistically, soccer is the most popular sport in 
the world. However, too many children around the 
world are unable to purchase the requisite equip-
ment to play, which is where Futbol 4 Dreams 
comes in, providing these children with the re-
sources they need to enjoy the sport.

“We aim to share the game with them, ex-
tend our friendship and give them a gift that 
expresses how we feel about football,” Iribarne 
said. “It’s a fun, dynamic activity we can share 
together no matter who we are, where we come 
from or where we are going.”

Iribarne and her sister have been successful 
so far, as the organization has grown into an in-
ternational club that has sent more than 3,000 
soccer balls to children around the world since 
its inception.

Despite the organization’s growth, Iribarne still 
has to juggle expanding the charity with the rest 
of her priorities, especially her own athletic career. 
Iribarne said she believes playing soccer has 
actually helped her to run the organiza-
tion.

“Because soccer is such a rel-
evant part of my life, I find it easy 
to relate to other people such as 
coaches, teams and indi-
viduals that share the 
same passion for the 
game that are motivated 
through my efforts to 
keep the organization 
running and growing every 
day,” Iribarne said.

Iribarne said that although life 
can get busy quickly with school-
work and soccer, she is able to make 
room in her schedule for Futbol 4 
Dreams because it is something 
she feels is making an impact in communities 
around the world.

“Soccer has always been a big part of my life, 
so I can’t imagine running the charity without soc-
cer,” Iribarne said.
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Being a student-athlete is about as taxing an occupation as one can find on the Rice campus. In addition to the hours spent in 
practice, working out individually or competing, these students must also deal with the exhaustive amount of schoolwork customary 
at Rice. Still, some of these athletes find time between the classroom and the courts to pursue their passions. Gabriela Iribarne, a 
sophomore soccer player at Will Rice College, and Tommy Economou, a sophomore golfer at Hanszen College, are two such athletes.

Tommy Economou

Tommy Economou’s off-the-field passion 
is music. Economou, who has been a musi-
cian since the age of 7, plays both the guitar 
and the drums in addition to being a talented 
vocalist. He has been playing the guitar for 
seven years, and he picked up the drums a 
year after he started the guitar.

Interestingly, Economou’s original foray 
into music was actually forced upon him. 
When he was 7, his mother coerced him into 
joining the school choir. Even though Econo-
mou was initially resentful, he quickly real-
ized he enjoyed singing. This revelation even-
tually also led him toward the guitar, and he 
wound up being a member of the choir for 11 
years, through his senior year of high school. 
Since then, Economou has been playing, per-
forming and writing music of his own.

Economou said his biggest influence as a 
young musician was primarily classic rock. 
Economou specifically mentioned the Bea-
tles, the Doors and Led Zeppelin as artists 
who had helped shape his musical style.

Unsurprisingly, Economou’s personal musi-
cal taste reflects his major influences, with a few 
more recent bands included. He said his all-time 
favorite band is Radiohead, with the Beatles and 
the Red Hot Chili Peppers rounding out his top 
three. As anyone who knows Economou can at-
test, he often can be heard singing songs by these 
artists, and many others, at all hours of the day.

Playing music is a major component of 
Economou’s life, and he tries to play every 
day. He plays constantly at home, either cov-
ering songs from other bands or musicians or 
working on personal projects.

“Whenever I’m in a bad mood or stressed, 
music always makes things better,” Econo-
mou said.

Economou said he also enjoys the social 
aspect of music, especially getting to per-
form and work with other artists. Music is an 
emotional release for Economou and one he 
enjoys being able to share with other people.

“I also love being able to play with my 
friends and collaborate with people,” Econo-
mou said. “Playing music is definitely one of 
my favorite things to do in life.”

For Economou, playing music is not some-
thing he must make time for, but something 
he must work the rest of his schedule around, 
which can sometimes lead to casting aside 
other priorities.

“I try to play every day, probably when 
I should be doing homework,” Economou 
said. “I play whenever I have free time.”

Economou aspires to eventually be a pro-
fessional musician and has been working on 
original music. He has written his own songs 
over the past year, and he hopes to record 
them soon. He said he will ideally be able to 
release his music in the near future.

Economou was also featured recently at 
Rice Coffeehouse’s “Espresso Yourself” concert 
series, performing a versatile setlist of about 15 
songs that featured artists ranging from Radio-
head to Alice in Chains to John Mayer.

According to Economou, performance is 
the best part about playing music, despite the 
nerves that accompany any live performance. 
Again, the sociality of music is important 
to Economou, who enjoys performing even 

more when he is able to do it with others.
“The adrenaline rush of playing in 

front of people is really great, especial-
ly when you’re playing with a band,” 
Economou said.

While getting to celebrate his work 
publicly is Economou’s favorite aspect of 

being a musician, it’s often the unsung, be-
hind-the-scenes work that he finds the most 
frustrating. Still, as with any good musician, 
the reason it is often so much work to pro-
duce music is that Economou is his own big-
gest critic, meaning it usually takes time to 

create something he is fully satisfied with.
“The most frustrating part is definitely 

trying to write your own music,” Econo-
mou said. “It’s so tough to create some-
thing that’s original and of good qual-

ity. It takes a lot of time 
and patience.”

Both Economou and 
Iribarne said their pas-
sions are activities they 

find solace in, not ones 
they view as time commit-

ments. While most students are busy doing 
homework or procrastinating on said home-
work, Economou and Iribarne are putting 
their efforts into the things they love, mak-
ing progress each and every day on their 
respective goals. If there is a lesson to be 
learned from the two, it is that no matter 
how busy someone is, there is always time 
in the day to work on something that matters 
to them. Whether it is expanding a charity 
or writing a song, Economou and Iribarne 
teach us that it is always important to pursue 
what we love.
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   When asked about The Vagina Monologues, 
playwright Eve Ensler said, “I think often women 
are not listened to, and the monologue forces you 
to listen.” Although originally written in the ‘90s, 
it is clear that the issues of womanhood, identity 
and sexuality Ensler wanted to give voice to back 
then are very much present now. 

Director and Baker College junior Tori Laxalt 
and her cast of 18 women courageously continue 
Sid Richardson College’s tradition of bringing 
those issues to life in this year’s production of The 
Vagina Monologues.

The production consists of a series of mono-
logues based on the experiences of over 200 
women Ensler interviewed, each introduced with 
a fact or statistic by narrator and Martel College 
freshman Carrie Li. Some monologues are compi-
lations of the stories of several women, while oth-
ers are based on a single woman’s account, a fact 
one wants desperately to forget when listening to 
a few of the more harrowing monologues. 

The sheer amount of memorization and cour-
age required of each cast member is remark-
able.  With virtually no set, lighting or dialogue 
to rely on, each actress is completely vulnerable 
onstage, asked to command the entirety of the 

audience’s attention for minutes on end.  This is 
clearly a difficult feat which some are able to pull 
off rather impressively. 

Although the title of the play may lead some 
to assume a night of no-holds-barred male bash-
ing, the monologues are more about the experi-
ences of navigating through a world which holds 
so many conflicting views towards women. The 
monologues range from the lighthearted (“Six-
Year-Old Girl”) to the heartbreaking (“My Vagina 
Was My Village”) to the shocking (“Reclaiming 
Cunt”). Although the show is far from comfort-
able, these monologues do exactly what Ensler 
set out to do, which is present the true accounts 
and experiences of women all over the world — 
the beautiful and the ugly.

The Vagina Monologues falls victim to a few 
production issues. Although the venue itself is 
small enough to support an intimate produc-
tion, it is at times difficult to hear or understand 
what actors are saying due to projection or 
enunciation issues. This shortcoming occasion-
ally takes away from potentially funny or mov-
ing moments.

One of the biggest challenges in staging a 
series of monologues is maintaining the mo-
mentum of the show and avoiding stagnancy, 
a challenge not quite overcome by this produc-
tion. This is especially evident in the transitions 
between monologues, when the audience has to 

wait for one actress to exit before the next can 
enter. Some monologues could use a bit more 
staging to support the weaker actresses, while 
in other monologues, the movement seems ill-
planned and tends to be distracting.

There are certainly moments when the show 
shines, mostly due to the individual actresses 
who bring their monologues to life in a wonder-
fully engaging way. 

In “The Flood,” Duncan College sopho-
more Clara Roberts is masterful as an elderly 
woman haunted by an embarrassing incident 
during her teenage years. The matter-of-fact 
way in which she recounts the story hits all 
the humorous moments while still effective-
ly conveying the deep humiliation and fear 
which resulted.

McMurtry College sophomore Shane Alp-
ert throws inhibition to the wind in her fast-
paced and highly amusing presentation of 
“The Woman Who Loved to Make Vaginas 
Happy,” which culminates in a masterful 
display of vocal Olympics. Other standouts 
include Lovett College freshman Amber 
Wang in “Because He Liked to Look at It” as 
a woman who learns to love herself through 
the love of another and Sid Richardson Col-
lege sophomore Maddie Camp, who performs 
a hilarious diatribe against the restrictions 
society places on women and their vaginas in 
“My Angry Vagina.”

Despite its flaws, The Vagina Monologues 
brings up many topics that tend to be shied 
away from, and this production is sure to 
bring up important questions and beliefs that 
deserve to be examined, both here at Rice 
and in communities around the world.  

Proceeds from the performances will go to 
the Houston Area Women’s Center.  
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GOD OF 
CARNAGE

This weekend, escape cam-
pus and indulge in a little 
dark comedy. Stark Naked 
Theatre is starting off its sec-
ond season with celebrated 
play God of Carnage. See it 
Feb. 21-March 9. $20 for gen-
eral admission, $10 for stu-
dents.  7:30 p.m. Thurs., 8 
p.m. Fri.-Sat. and 3 p.m. Sun.

Stark Naked Theatre
1824 Spring St.

www.starknakedtheatre.com

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Ellen and Kaylen’s  

picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

RA RA RIOT
Are you an indie rock fan?  
Then you’ll love Ra Ra 
Riot, playing at Fitzgerald’s 
Feb. 21. The band will play 
tracks from its two previ-
ous albums and  new album 
Beta Love. Doors open at 8 
p.m. General admission is 
$14, tickets bought the day 
of are $16 and tickets are 
$18 at the door.

Fitzgerald’s
2706 White Oak Drive

www.fitzlivemusic.com

LECTURE
If you have ever been curious 
about Holocaust history, you 
will not want to miss world-
renowned New York University 
professor Rolf Wolfswinkel dis-
cuss his research on Anne Frank. 
The lecture is 6:30-8 p.m. at the 
Holocaust Museum Houston. 
Tickets are $5 for HMH mem-
bers, $8 for nonmembers, and 
$4 for seniors and students.

Holocaust Museum Houston
5401 Caroline St.

www.hmh.org

FASHION
Paper and Space is hosting a 
night of art, fashion and mu-
sic at Hardy and Nance Stu-
dios. Designers include Urban 
Izzy, Fab Jewelry and Kelly 
Kielsmeier, with music by DJ 
Fredster.  The event is from 
6-10 p.m. Feb. 23.  Admission 
is free.

Paper and space 
902 Hardy St.

www.facebook.com/Paper-
andSpace

Vagina Monologues gives Rice women a voice

The Vagina Monologues

B
Director: Tori Laxalt 
Now Playing: Feb 14-16, 8 p.m. in 
Sid Richardson College Basement. 
Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
Price: $5 general admission. Pro-
ceeds go to the Houston Area  
Women’s Center.

All photos by DAnte zAkhiDov/thresher
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Steal away into the Texas Hill Country 
without leaving Houston. The creek group, 
Onion Creek, Cedar Creek, Dry Creek and Can-
yon Creek, is a family of four restaurants with 
transparent country folk pride. In the past 
two weeks, I ventured into two of the four, 
Onion Creek and Cedar Creek, to escape the 
city smog and Fondren Library lights.

Located in the Heights, sharing the neigh-
borhood with Fitzgerald’s and several open-air 
bars and restaurants, is Onion Creek, the origi-
nal creek cafe. Beyond the patio seating, which 
wraps around from the entrance to one side of 
the cafe, is the indoor seating and order coun-
ter. On the wall behind the hybrid order counter 
and bar, rows of beer bottles sit atop shelves 
laced with Christmas lights. Neon-lit beer com-
pany signs hang alongside painted, wooden 
city signposts, Animal House posters and deer 
heads. In contrast to the elaborately decorated 
walls, the seating is simple and cozy.

Outside, cigarette smoke furled over par-
ties of people squeezed knee-to-knee on 
wooden bench tables as they shared buckets 
of Shiner’s. Inside, patrons watched ESPN 
from couches and booth seating, while a cou-
ple slid into the stool seats of an appropri-
ated Pac-Man machine.

 A circular table with a solitary burning 
candle beckoned my friend and me to sit near 
a dormant hearth. The waiter brought us our 
starter, chips with salsa, queso and guaca-
mole. At a steep price of $12, we thought the 
portion would be able to feed a party of four, 
but the dips came in small bowls, and the two 
of us finished most of the chips before our 
dinner arrived 10 minutes later. Of the three 
dips, the salsa was the best, with a crisp bite 
of spice. The guacamole was comparable in 
taste to Baker College kitchen guacamole, 
and the cheese was of the same consistency 
and taste as the nacho cheese pumped onto 
chips at a baseball game.

Onion Creek offers a breakfast menu and 
a lunch and dinner menu. In addition to 
chip-based starters, there are the standard 
hummus and spinach-artichoke dips and the 
not-so-standard fried pickles. More substan-
tial plates include salads, sandwiches (cutely 
called sammiches) and country backyard 
barbecue favorites: Frito pies, hot dogs, burg-
ers and pizza.

While Onion Creek keeps some dishes 
simple, like the Frito pies, it creatively de-
viates from the basic ingredients of others, 
such as the pizzas. One gourmet innovation 
is the Italian goat ciabatta bread pizza, an 
artisan ciabatta stacked with a conglomera-
tion of pesto, Italian sausage, goat cheese, 
artichoke hearts and spinach. The pizza was 
savory, a little greasy and hard to put down in 
one sitting. We also tried the brewhouse dog, 
which, to my dismay, had to be served atop 
a far-too-thick bun of soft white bread rath-
er than a pretzel bun because Onion Creek 
was out. The pretzel bun would have better 
complemented the Munich-inspired beef hot 
dog with grilled onions and spicy ale mus-
tard, but with the white bun, it fell short of 
top dog.

After peeling one slice of havarti cheese off 
the Big Nasty Burger, which also contained 
grilled onions, crimini mushrooms, apple-
wood bacon, horseradish mayonnaise and 
barbecue sauce, the burger was delicious. 
Onion Creek justifiably cooked its onions 
right: soft but not soggy. The mayonnaise and 
barbecue sauce seeped into the medium-rare 
burger, and the sweet challah bread balanced 
the pungent hint of horseradish.

Farther north in the Heights, hidden with-
in a nondescript residential neighborhood, 
Cedar Creek made me feel like I had stum-
bled upon a patio bar in Luckenbach, Texas. 
The restaurant sits atop a hill surrounded by 
a trickling creek and is accessible by a short, 
wooden footbridge. Trees shorn of their 
leaves in winter hold up criss-crossed lines 
of large, bulbed white Christmas lights. Beer 
advertisements scatter the walls of the patio 
and plants hang from the awnings. Past the 
fire pit encircled with logs is the cafe bar and 
grill. The interior echoes that of Onion Creek, 
with beer bottles lining the counter wall and 
a heterogeneous mix of dining furniture.

Outside, a trio of men, all sporting cow-
boy boots, kicked back with cold beers, and 
a pair of women enjoyed glasses of wine 
while their children played around the creek. 
Whereas the diners at Onion Creek were 
mainly groups of friends in their mid-20s 
and 30s, the patrons of Cedar Creek included 
more families with young children.

My friend and I ordered at the counter, 
indulging in beer and burgers. Cedar Creek, 
akin to Onion Creek, offers a breakfast menu 
as well as a lunch and dinner menu. The “Ce-

dar Creek Fixins” lunch and dinner menu is 
as large as Onion Creek’s but focused less 
on making simple food gourmet and more 
on showcasing country and Tex-Mex flavor. 
Dishes here include starters like the bat-
tered fried jalapenos and fried mushrooms 
with buttermilk ranch sauce. The menu also 
offers a host of shareable baskets (finger 
food), such as the jumbo Gulf Coast shrimp 
basket with cole slaw, Texas toast, fries 
and tartar sauce, and quesadillas, like the 
“Down Home” with spinach, mushrooms, 
grilled onions and red bell peppers. Com-
pared to Onion Creek, where Cedar Creek 
has downsized in hot dogs and pizza, it has 
expanded in its offerings of burgers. The 
menu includes Angus beef burgers ($3 extra 
for a buffalo patty substitute), bird burgers 
(chicken and turkey) and meatless burgers.

Outside, on a slightly unstable metal ta-
ble with mismatched lawn chairs, we tried 
the Hill Country Burger with a side of on-
ion rings and the ‘Bello Burger with a cup 
of fruit. The Hill Country Burger is Cedar 
Creek’s house burger, a fresh ground beef 
patty decked with lettuce, tomato, red onion 
and pickle. The standard toppings played 
second fiddle to the char-grilled medium-ra-
re burger supported in a thick challah bread 

bun. A nod to both the big-as-your-face 
Texas portions and the original creek cafe’s 
eponymous speciality vegetable, large gold-
en-battered onion annuli filled half the plate 
and reached a height taller than the burger. 
Thin, crisp ring shells enclosed but did not 
disguise the sharp onion taste.

I made the mistake of trying to cut the 
‘Bello Burger, a portobello mushroom topped 
with goat cheese, tomato, onion, lettuce and 
sweet pesto mayonnaise, in half. The challah 
bread crumbled under the pressure of the 
goat cheese-laden mushroom, and the con-
tents of the delicate burger toppled across 
the plate. Otherwise, the burger, chosen 
with a side of subpar fruit (melons and pine-
apple), was a gummy mix of meatless good-
ness, oozing with tomato and highlighted by 
detectable, though not overpowering, pesto 
and goat cheese flavors.

Onion Creek beats Cedar Creek in its 
varied menu options, proximity to Rice 
and more gregarious atmosphere, but Ce-
dar Creek has that country folk charm in its 
quaint Hill Country decor, creekside seating 
and unhurried staff members who you hope 
will say “y’all come back now” before you 
traverse the bridge and return to the paved 
parking lot of the city.

Onion Creek beats Cedar Creek with country-style charm

Onion Creek

A-
Location: 3106 White Oak Drive
Phone Number: 713-880-0706
Price Range: $$
Recommended Menu Item: 
Big Nasty Burger
The rundown: Onion Creek 
serves up simple dishes with a 
gourmet twist.  Order anything 
with onions and sit outside if it 
is a temperate night.

Cedar Creek

B+
Location: 1034 W. 20th St.
Phone Number: 713-808-9623
Price Range: $$
Recommended Menu Item : 
’Bello Burger
The rundown: Cedar Creek capi-
talizes on the folk charm of the 
Texas Hill Country with Southern 
U.S.-inspired dishes and rustic 
outdoor patio atmosphere.

Jones College sophomore Marcel Merwin and Sid 
Richardson college sophomore Zach Bielak perform 
in 8, a play that dramatizes the California proposition 
which prohibited gay marriage. 

Brown debuts 
play about Prop 8

Soorya avali/ThreSher

Restaurants deliver country food to Houston
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Blast from the Past: 
Rocko’s Modern Life

All photos by 
Michelle lo/
thresher

by Bruna Costa
Thresher Staff

So it may be a little insane and may even 
drive you up the wall, but you know the feel-
ing. It is when you suddenly find yourself 
overcome with happiness — wait, there’s 
also a little sadness infused in there. That is 
just what nostalgia is, I guess: two compet-
ing emotions, grappling for your attention. 
This feeling is enough to get you to talk up 
the old Nicktoons as though they were the 
best things in existence, and naturally, you 
grew up in the best decade ever: the ’90s. The 
other day, I revisited an episode of Rocko’s 
Modern Life, and while I loved the show as 
a kid, I wonder how warped my childhood 
mind must have been for me to have enjoyed 
it for so long.

The episode “I Have No Son!” details 
Rocko’s neighbors, called the “Bigheads,” 
and their cartoonist son. It starts off with 
the same funky little theme song I always 
remembered in which Rocko’s brain flies out 
and he gets flicked downward into a place 
where a flashing sign reads “Real World.” 
Satirical commentary and strange sexual 
undertones follow. Do not let the cute little 
Australian Wallaby fool you for one second 
— this show is not for the faint of heart.

Mr. Bighead works at Conglomo, a bla-
tantly capitalistic corporation with a flash-
ing slogan that fittingly beams “We Own 

You.” Mr. Bighead wants his son to continue 
onward in the legacy of paper-pushing, so 
he offers him a position in the company. Of 
course, little Bighead denies the position; 
his heart is set on becoming a cartoonist. Mr. 
Bighead reacts in a fit of anger, disowning 
him and vehemently shouting, “I have no 
son.” The rest of the episode is spent in the 
city of “Hollowod,” where Rocko attempts to 
restore morale and the Bighead family is fi-
nally brought together again when the father 
realizes the error of his money-loving ways.

Moreover, as the episode progresses, 
Rocko is repeatedly grabbed by an old man 
who twirls him around with an elongated 
tongue. I am not sure whether the word 
“dancing” qualifies here; it is really just that 
strange. So strange, in fact, that I browsed 
through some other clips online and discov-
ered that casual references to masturbation 
and voyeurism were also frequent occur-
rences in the show. The town diner is called 
Chokey Chicken, and its favorite board game 
is Spank the Monkey. Rocko’s favorite ac-
tivity is jackhammering, and he enters a 
Jack-a-Thon competition in O-Town. There 
is also an episode in which Rocko gets a job 
as an operator for a sex hotline, repeating 
“oh baby, oh baby, oh baby” over and over 
again. I seriously wonder how Rocko’s Mod-
ern Life slid under the radar for so long as 
‘‘appropriate for general audiences.” For 
now, it remains a mystery.

The 
Lunar 
New 
Year 
Show

The Thresher is hiring!
We want you to apply. 
Check out our job listings at 
http://jobs.financialaid.rice.edu/index.cfm

Tony Zhao breaks it down in one of the Lunar New Year show’s modern dance segments.

Pairs of students put on lion costumes for a Chinese lion dance, complete with thrown cabbage.

Connie Feng, Belicia Ding and Joanna Wu strike a pose as part of a traditional fan dance.
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This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser
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Crysis 3 – The third entry in the popular first person 
shooter series is set in a futuristic New York City, which has 
been contained in a giant nano-dome of seven distinct envi-
ronments, and follows the Prophet, the nano-suit soldier, on 
a quest to rediscover his humanity and exact brutal revenge. 
The game contains upgrades including expanded multiplay-
er options, new weapon selections, a new signature “bow 
and electric arrow” and improved graphics. Available for 
Xbox 360, PS3 and PC.

A Good Day to Die Hard – The fifth installment of the 
iconic action franchise debuts 25 years after the first movie 
and marks the continuing adventures of New York City police 
officer John McClane (Bruce Willis, The Sixth Sense). In this 
edition, McClane travels to Russia to save his supposedly 
misguided son but instead finds himself partnered with this 
same son (Jai Courtney, Spartacus: Blood & Sand) as they 
are caught in the middle of a Russian terrorist plot. R. 98 
min. (Also in IMAX)

Argo  – After winning top prizes at the PGA, DGA and SAG 
Awards, this stirring thriller produced, directed by and starring Ben 
Affleck (The Town) about the rescue of six U.S. diplomats during the 
1979 Iran Hostage Crisis is widely considered the leading candidate 
in the best picture race for this year’s Academy Awards, airing Feb. 
24.  The film features an all-star cast including Alan Arkin (Little Miss 
Sunshine) in an Oscar-nominated supporting role. Bonus features 
include behind-the-scenes documentaries, audio commentary and 
feature-length Picture in Picture.

Push The Sky Away (Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds) – The 15th 
studio album from the acclaimed Australian alternative rock band 
is also the first not to include former band member Mick Harvey. 
The CD is another unique collection of original songs, preceded 
by a lead single “We No Who U R,” that is a decidedly more low-
key and contemplative effort than the rest of the album that 
shows a sense of restraint from the group. The band will also be 
promoting its newest collection of songs with a performance at 
this spring’s Coachella Valley Music and Arts Annual Festival.

Beautiful Creatures – Based on the best-selling young 
adult novel by Kami Garcia and Margaret Stohl and the first 
in the Caster Chronicles series, this film looks to capitalize 
on the fan base of similar supernatural franchises such as 
Twilight to create a new teen phenomenon. When a young 
woman (newcomer Alice Englert) moves to a new town, she 
realizes she possesses strange powers which threaten a 
budding romance, and she must learn to control her abilities 
before her fate is decided. PG-13. 123 min.

The Storyteller (Jodi Picoult) – From the best-selling 
author of My Sister’s Keeper comes a suspenseful story of 
trust and morality. The novel tells the story of Sage Singer, 
a lonely baker, who meets an elderly man in her grief sup-
port group and strikes up an unlikely friendship. However, 
when a shameful secret comes in the way of their relation-
ship that could have severe legal repercussions, Sage must 
explore the lengths she may need to go in order to protect 
her interests.
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WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate 
is $20 to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  
We provide all training, all training is paid, 
and we pay for travel.  Email your resume to 
rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/
High School Math/Natural & Social Scienc-
es/Humanities. Reliable transportation  re-
quired. Pay $20-40/hr based on experience. 
Contact  832-428-8330  and email resume 
to siyengar777@gmail.com

We are a family looking for a nanny to help care 
for our children on a part-time basis. We have a 
son who is 2 years old and are expecting another 
child, a newborn, soon. Responsibilities would 
include providing care for one or both the chil-
dren in our home and performing all tasks that 
correlate to the care of the children. We would 
like the nanny to continue our goals of creating 
a safe, nurturing and stimulating environment 

in which the children can thrive and develop. 
The ideal candidate will have previous childcare 
experience with qualified references and would 
work well with the children’s mother, who would 
be home as well. The nanny position would also 
include some light kitchen food prep work and 
child cleanup duties.  Hours of work would be 
approximately 20 hours per week (Mon – Fri) 
during the afternoon time period of 2:00 -7:00pm 
(exact afternoon hours and days would be flex-
ible depending on candidate’s needs). Location 
is in the West University area. Compensation 

would be app. $12 - $15 per hour based on quali-
fications. Position would expect to be filled and 
begin during February 2013. Interested candi-
dates should contact for more information via 
email to   msm727710@gmail.com.

We are looking for someone that is energetic 
and likes kids. We have 3 very active children (13, 
12, and 7) and mom needs help with after-school 
pickup, homework, driving to/from extra curric-
ular activities (all within 5 miles from our home). 
Ability to keep kids entertained, preferably out-

doors and away from the TV is a huge plus! The 
job may require assistance with running other 
household errands as well. An ability and will-
ingness to cook is a plus, but not a requirement. 
please call 713-725-8781

I am looking for a babysitter in the after-
noons for my 13-year-old child. I live in the 
West University area.  I would like someone 
that could work 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., but the 
hours are flexible.  I can be reached by phone 
at 832-474-5180.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

misclass
Post your misclass 
on the Backpage’s 
Facebook wall.

Write your misclass 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

Tweet your misclass 
to @thresherBP and 
include #misclass

“I’m here to learn and f--k bitches. 
And I’m all done learning.”

“Second semester senior year: Time 
to start cashing in friendships.”

“Made that orgo test my bitch. Just 
like that girl from Fifty Shades of Rice.”

1 3 8

7 9 6 2

5 2 4

6 7 4

2 3 9 7

7 6 3

8 1 2

7 9 5 3

5 2 6

Puzzle 1 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.69)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/sudokugen/ on Wed Feb 13 04:29:03 2013 GMT. Enjoy!

Puzzle 1 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.69)

124753689
378964251
596812347
639527814
812349765
745681923
483176592
267495138
951238476

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/sudokugen/ on Wed Feb 13 04:29:03 2013 GMT. Enjoy!

Sudoku
Difficulty: Hard

This sudoku puzzle was rat-
ed “hard” with a difficulty 
factor of 0.69/1.00 by the su-
doku generator OpenSky. For 
more sudoku puzzles, visit 
www.opensky.ca. The solu-
tion to the puzzle above is 
printed to the right. 

the Calendar
feb. 15 – feb. 21, 2013
follow us 24/7 at twitter.com/threshercal

friday 15

hoW to sUbmit calendar items
To submit Calendar items, email thresher-calendar@rice.edu. The deadline for submission is 
3 p.m. the Monday prior to publication.  Submissions are printed on a space-available basis.

satUrday 16

sUnday 17

tUesday 19

Fright Night
What: The Rice Players present Ro-
berto Aguirre-Sacasa’s The Mystery 
Plays, two horror plays 
Where: Hamman Hall
When: Feb. 14-16, 8 p.m.
Cost: $5 for students, $8 for se-
niors, faculty/staff and Rice alumni, 
and $10 for the general public.

Batter up!
What: Baseball: Rice vs. Stanford
Where: Reckling Park
When: 4:30 p.m.
Cost: Free with student ID

This ain’t our first rodeo
What: The Firkin & Phoenix is host-
ing a Rodeo Roundup Pub Crawl
Where: The Firkin & Phoenix
When: 2 p.m. for registration and 
pregaming, 3 p.m. for crawl
Cost: $25; proceeds go to Bel Inizio

For never was a story of more woe
What: The Houston Symphony pres-
ents Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet
Where: Jesse H. Jones Hall for 
the Performing Arts in downtown 
Houston
When: 2:30 p.m.
Cost: Tickets start at $25

Fly me to the moon!
What: Universal Pictures: Celebrat-
ing 100 Years screening — Apollo 13
Where: Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
When: 5 p.m.
Cost: $9 general admission

Perfect Pitch
What: Rice Chorale performs with 
conductor Thomas Jaber and organ-
ist Ken Cowan
Where: Alice Pratt Brown Hall
When: 7:30 p.m. 
Cost: Free 
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The Backpage is satire and is written by Alex Weinheimer and Anthony Lauriello.  Email comments and questions to ajw3@rice.edu.



Isabella adamIak/thresher



ROUNDING OUT THE ROSTER

Name Position Year B/T Hometown
Connor Teykl Pitcher Freshman  L/R Sugar Land
Hunter Kopycinski Catcher Freshman  R/R Houston
Tyler Spurlin Infield/Pitcher Senior  R/R The Woodlands
Beau Rathjen Outfield Freshman  R/R Houston 
Kirby Taylor Infield/Outfield Sophomore  R/R Houston/Bellaire
John Simms Pitcher Junior  R/R The Woodlands
Michael Aquino             Infield/Outfield             Junior                    R/R         The Woodlands
Andrew Murphy Catcher Sophomore  R/R Shreveport, La.
Matthew Ditman Catcher Sophomore  R/R Richmond, Texas  
John Williamson Outfield/Pitcher Sophomore  L/L Houston/Lamar
Jordan Stephens Pitcher Sophomore  R/R Alvin, Texas

PLAYERS

STARTING LINEUP 2013
A closer look at this season’s stacked roster  

11
SO
SSFORD 

STAINBACK

01
FR
CFLEON

BYRD

05
 SR
2BCHRISTIAN

STRINGER

17
JR
LFKEENAN

COOK

02
JR
3BSHANE

HOELSCHER

28
SR
CGEOFF

PERROTT

21
JR
PAUSTIN

KUBITZA

44
SO
1BSKYLER

EWING

08
SR
RF

15
JR
LFMICHAEL

FUDA

23
JR
3BANTHONY

RENDON

04
FR
SSDEREK

HAMILTON

21
JR
CFJEREMY

RATHJEN

16
SO
RFRYAN

LEWIS

14
SO
1BJ.T.

CHARGOIS

08
SO
2BMIKE

RATTERREE

10
JR
CCRAIG

MANUEL

33
FR
PJOHN

SIMMS

MICHAEL
RATTERREE

Name Position Year B/T Hometown
Jeremy Fant Pitcher Senior  R/R Cypress, Texas
Blake Fox Infield/Pitcher Freshman  L/L Houston/Bellaire
 Zech Lemond Pitcher Sophomore  R/R Houston
Connor Mason Pitcher Sophomore  R/R Suwanee, Ga. 
Kevin McCanna Pitcher/Util. Freshman  L/R          The Woodlands
Ryan McCarthy Pitcher Sophomore  R/R Plano, Texas
Chase McDowell           Pitcher/Outfield            Junior                    L/R          College Station
Holt McNair Pitcher Senior  L/L Austin
 Austin Orewiler Pitcher Sophomore  R/R Galveston  
Evan Rutter Pitcher Sophomore  R/R Spring, Texas
Brian Smith Outfield Junior  R/R Cypress, Texas
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by Ryan Glassman
Thresher Staff 

Under the guidance of the Hall of Fame 
Head Coach Wayne Graham, fans of the Rice 
baseball team have been spoiled by success 
amid the program’s rise to national promi-
nence over the last two decades.

The Owls made their first-ever trip to the 
NCAA Tournament in 1995, just three years 
after Graham took over following his suc-
cessful career at the Junior College level, and 
have not looked back since. Rice has been to 
the tournament in each of the last 18 seasons 
since making its first trip, including a run of 
five College World Series appearances in sev-
en years from 2002 to 2008 and, of course, the 
National Championship title in 2003.

But there is little doubt the team’s incred-
ible run of postseason success has hit a bit 
of a speed bump in the past few years. Since 
the program’s inaugural tournament berth 
in 1995, Graham’s teams have not only made 
the postseason every year, but also have won 
multiple postseason games in all but three 
years. The Owls have won their regional 
opener before losing their next two games 
in each of these instances, occurring in 1998 
and in each of the last two seasons.

The brief streak of NCAA Tournament dis-
appointments, combined with the departure 
of many key contributors from last season’s 
team, leaves the Owls flying a bit under the 
radar entering the 2013 season. The losses 
from last season’s team include reigning 
Conference USA Pitcher of the Year Matthew 
Reckling, key starters Taylor Wall and An-
drew Benak, a pair of the nation’s best bull-
pen arms in Tyler Duffey and J.T. Chargois, 
and veteran bats Jeremy Rathjen, Michael 
Fuda, Ryan Lewis and Craig Manuel. Graham 
and his staff are tasked with replacing 57.7 
percent of their run production and 56.1 per-
cent of their innings pitched from a season 
ago and will call upon a promising class of 
newcomers and the group of returning play-
ers to take increased roles. 

Baseball America ranks the Owls at No. 18 
in its preseason poll, recognizing the talent 
Rice consistently attracts but asking ques-
tions about how some of the major losses will 
be replaced. But even if the prognosticators 
place the Owls a few spots below where they 
have been ranked in years past, do not think 
the expectations around Reckling Park have 
changed one bit.

“We feel like we’re an Omaha-type pro-
gram, and that’s where we want to go,” 
Graham said before the team’s first practice 
of the season Jan. 25. “I think the expecta-
tions are always there. We’ve had a couple 
of tough breaks the last few years, not only 
recruiting, but on players that had off years. 
But I think we’ve put that behind us, and I 
think we’ll have a quality player at every  
position this year.”

Starting Pitching
Key Player: Austin Kubitza, junior, RHP: 

The clear ace of the staff, Kubitza was re-
cently named the C-USA Preseason Pitcher 
of the Year for the second season in a row. 
After pitching as well as any freshman in the 
country in 2011, Kubitza got off to a very slow 
start in 2012 and was even removed temporar-
ily from the weekend rotation. But after tak-
ing time to work on mechanical issues with 
his delivery, Kubitza returned to form in the 
second half of the season, finishing with a 
rotation-leading 2.69 ERA in more than 80 in-
nings pitched. 

“Everyone realizes Austin’s potential is 
unlimited,” Graham said of his staff ’s an-
chor. “He is close to being as good as any-
body out there.” 

X-Factor: Jordan Stephens, sophomore, 
RHP: After a few outstanding starts in his 
freshman year, most notably throwing six in-
nings of one-hit ball against a top-five Stan-
ford team, Stephens was shut down late last 
year with a hand injury. Stephens is expected 
to back up Kubitza in the weekend rotation 
after going 2-3 with a 4.38 ERA in his first year 
at Rice. If Stephens can cut down his walks 
(5.77 per nine innings pitched last year) and 
emerge as one of the better starters in the 
league, it will go a long way toward con-
structing one of the strong starting rotations 
Rice has become known for under Graham.

Watch Out For: Kevin McCanna, fresh-
man, RHP: Arguably the top freshman in a 
highly touted class, McCanna has a good 
chance to enter the weekend rotation from 
the opening series against Stanford. The 
Woodlands native was recently touted as the 
top newcomer in all of C-USA by Baseball 
America and has a good chance to be the 
next in the line of dominant starting pitchers 
at Rice.

Bottom Line: Starting pitching has typi-
cally been a strength of Graham’s teams, and 
this year should be no different. As long as 
Kubitza pitches as well as he has over most 
of his first two seasons at Rice, the success 
of this group will depend on whether Ste-
phens can take the next step in his progres-
sion as a top-line starter and whether Mc-
Canna will immediately pitch at or near his 
potential. Also look out for Chase McDowell 
and Zech Lemond to compete among this  
group for starts.

Bullpen
Key Player: John Simms, junior, RHP: 

John Simms came to Rice as one of the most 
highly touted arms in the nation and has 
found his niche as a dominant arm out of the 
bullpen. In 25 appearances last year (21 in 

relief), Simms went 6-0 with a 2.56 ERA and 
averaged almost one strikeout per inning 
pitched. With the departures of Tyler Duffey, 
Taylor Wall and J.T. Chargois, arguably the 
best trio of bullpen arms in the nation last 
year, the onus to replace this level of produc-
tion will start with Simms.

X-Factor: Holt McNair, senior, LHP: As 
the only returning southpaw on the staff with 
experience, McNair will prove a valuable as-
set out of the bullpen if he can prove he has 
returned to health after missing almost all 
of last season. McNair had a 3.48 ERA in 12 
appearances in 2011 and will get the chance 
to be one of Graham’s primary bullpen con-
tributors once back at full strength.

Watch Out For: Evan Rutter, sophomore, 
RHP: Rutter showed flashes of his electric 
stuff in a few appearances last year and 
enters this season as one of the go-to guys 
out of the pen after a strong summer in the 
highly regarded Cape Cod League. If Jordan 
Stephens is the player most expected to make 
the jump in the rotation, Rutter fits that same 
bill among the contributors out of the bull-
pen, with an above-average fastball and a 
spiked curve with a sharp break.

Bottom Line: Considering Rice had one 
of the best bullpens in the nation last year, 
it is not going to be easy to replace the tal-
ent that was lost through graduation and 
the draft. But the players mentioned above, 
as well as guys such as Connor Mason, Ty-
ler Spurlin, and the aforementioned Lemond 
and McDowell, all flashed potential in fall 
ball to make the coaches believe the bullpen 
may be replenished this year with depth, if 
not the top-line talent from a season ago. 
Also keep an eye on sophomore Matt Ditman, 
who emerged as one of the surprises of the 
fall and is going to get a chance out of the 
bullpen to show off a lively fastball.

Infield
Key Player: Christian Stringer, senior, 2B: 

One of the best Junior College additions in 
all of Division I last season, Stringer led the 
Owls last year in battering average, on-base 
percentage and runs scored en route to First 
Team All C-USA honors last season. Stringer 
was recently named the Preseason C-USA 
Player of the Year and will be asked to anchor 
a lineup that is missing 4-5 regular starters 

from a season ago. “Christian is a valid top-
of-the-line Division I player,” Graham said. 
“He should be one of the best second base-

men in the country.”
X-Factor: Shane Hoelscher, junior, 3B: 

Hoelscher is the piece that will most heav-
ily influence the performance of this unit. 
After a promising freshman year in which he 
hit .281 and was among the team’s leaders in 
RBIs and slugging percentage, Hoelscher hit 
just .244 in a frustrating sophomore season. 
Hoelscher led the team in hitting in the fall 
and has received praise from his coach as one 
of the most improved players on the team. 
If he can bounce back from a down year at 
the plate and elevate his hitting to where his 
fielding has already progressed, Hoelscher 
can take the infield from a strong group to 
one of the better units in the country.

Watch Out For: Skyler Ewing, sopho-
more, 1B/DH: Graham has expressed interest 
in platooning Ewing at first base (most likely 
with freshman Connor Teykl), but wherever 
Ewing plays, he has the chance to emerge as 
the best power hitter on the team if he can 
make the leap his coaches expect of him. Ew-
ing went 2-11 at the plate last year but was 
recruited as an elite power hitter with a high 
ceiling as a weapon in the middle of the line-
up. Graham has stated his interest in keeping 
Ewing’s bat in the lineup, as Ewing has the 
potential to add some pop to a lineup lacking 
in power hitters.

Bottom Line: Returning three starters in 
Stringer, Hoelscher and steady sophomore 
Ford Stainback, whose improved offense 
has impressed in practice, this unit has the 
chance to be strong depending on a few fac-
tors. Defensively, this should be an outstand-
ing group of players, with Hoelscher’s strong 
glove at the hot corner and Stringer and 
Stainback returning as one of the better dou-
ble-play pairings in the country. Offensively, 
the middle of the infield was strong last year, 
but the overall success of the group will de-
pend on the corners. If Hoelscher bounces 
back from his sophomore slump, Ewing dis-
plays the power he was recruited for and 
Teykl has the immediate impact the coaches 
believe he is capable of, the production of 
the infield has a very good chance to improve 
from where it was a year ago. 
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STARTING LINEUP 2013
Expectations for this season. Where the team expects to be and 
which players to keep a special eye out for. 

We feel like we’re an 
Omaha-type program 
and that’s where we 
want to go.

Wayne Graham
Head Coach

Everyone realizes Aus-
tin’s potential is unlim-
ited. He is close to being 
as good as anybody out 
there. 

Wayne Graham
Head Coach

Christian is a valid 
top-of-the-line Di-
vision I player. He 
should be one of the 
best second baseman 
in the country.

Wayne Graham
Head Coach

Rice baseball players practice their pitching in preparation for this season. Junior Shane Hoelscher, No. 2, attempts to knock one out of the park.
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2013 Conference USA Foes
Conference Teams the Rice Owls will be going head to head with. 

By Dan Elledge
Thresher Editorial Staff 

According to Baseball America’s Top 25 
Preseason poll the Owls are only playing 
three ranked opponents this season, but 
their schedule is still daunting with key con-
ference matchups and rivalry games. 

The Owls are not slacking going into the 
season as they are hosting number nine 
Stanford University in the home opener at 
Reckling Park today, starting a three game-
set that ends Sunday. Last year, Rice went to 
Palo Alto, CA and dropped two of three to the 
Cardinal in a frustrating road trip. The Owls 
hope this can be a jumpstart to their season, 
especially since these games will be on their 
home turf. 

The Astros Foundation Classic brings 

some major names to Minute Maid Park as 
Rice hosts number one University of North 
Carolina along with Texas rivals: Texas 
A&M University and Baylor University from 
March 1-3. Out of the three, the Owls only 
played Texas A&M last year, in a 5-4 win at 
College Station. Playing UNC, Texas A&M, 
and Baylor back to back will push the Owls 
to the limit, but they hope the friendly con-
fines of nearby Minute Maid Park will play to  
their advantage.

In one of their most challenging road trips 
of the season, the Owls start off Conference 
USA play with a three-game set in Hatties-
burg, Miss., against the University of South-
ern Mississippi from March 22-24. Besides 
Rice, the Golden Eagles are the only other 
ranked C-USA team (No. 23) and were picked 

second behind Rice in preseason conference 
ratings. Even though this is the first week-
end of conference play, this can be a major 
decider in who takes the conference regular 
season crown.

Although not as strong as last season, 
the Owls host the University of Central 
Florida at home from April 12-14. UCF fin-
ished one game behind Rice in the final C-
USA standings after the Owls took a crucial 
two out of three games in Orlando last sea-
son. The Golden Knights are picked to fin-
ish fourth this year in conference, but will 
nonetheless be a monumental challenge  
for the Owls.

The other major series on the schedule is 
when the Owls head cross-town to face arch-
rival University of Houston from April 19th 

to April 21. Last season, the Cougars finally 
stumped the Owls as they took the first of a 
three game set at Reckling Park, 11-6. Rice 
rallied to win the last two and avoided the 
embarrassment of losing a series to their con-
ference foes. This year, the Owls hope they 
avoid a similar letdown as the Cougars are 
picked to finish seventh in the conference.

After the regular season is complete, Rice 
will host the C-USA Championships at Reck-
ling Park from May 22-26. After winning the 
regular season title last year, the Owls could 
not keep up the momentum as they made a 
quick exit in the conference tournament. 
Rice is hoping they can complete the double: 
regular and postseason C-USA crown before 
they start off on their journey to the NCAA 
tournament.

Teams in Conference USA

   Rice’s cross-town rival had a mostly 
forgettable season last year with a 5-18 
record in conference play to finish in 
eighth. The Cougars’ Achilles heel last 
season was their pitching, which fin-
ished dead last in conference play with 
a 5.32 ERA. Houston is hoping that they 
can rebound from an abysmal season 
to show that there is more than just 
one college baseball team in the city of 
Houston.

    After a disappointing sixth place fin-
ish in conference last season, the Pirates 
look to rebound eyeing a return to the 
NCAA tournament. Even with the me-
diocre finish in conference, the Pirates 
might have been the most balanced team 
in the league as they were second in both 
Earned Run Average and Batting Aver-
age. With much of their pitching staff 
and starting lineup returning, it might be 
time for the Pirates to assert themselves 
back at the top of the C-USA standings.

    The Thundering Herd were in the C-USA 
basement last season with a 5-19 record 
and that is where coaches think they will 
be again this season with a prediction of 
ninth. For Marshall to improve their rank-
ing in C-USA, they have to work on their 
batting average (.263), which was a league 
worst in 2012. The Thundering Herd want 
to make sure C-USA does not view them 
as the conference’s punching bag as they 
look to make a move up the standings  
this season.

   Picked to finish very low in the C-USA 
preseason rankings last season, the Tigers 
went out and shocked their critics with a 
14-10 conference record. Still, going into 
this season, people are discounting them 
from rising up in the standings as coaches 
are picking them to finish sixth. For Mem-
phis to be more consistent, they have to im-
prove their pitching, which was sixth in the 
league with a 4.00 ERA last season.

    UCF nearly stole the regular season 
crown from the Owls last season, but could 
not clinch the series title at home, dropping 
two of three to Rice. Still, their season was 
not a complete waste as they landed a bid 
to the NCAA tournament as the number 
two seed in the Coral Gables, Fla. (Miami) 
,region. There, the Golden Knights were 
just one game away from a bid to the super 
regionals, but fell to Stony Brook Univer-
sity.

    Birmingham-UAB had a quiet regular 
season in C-USA as they finished in seventh 
with a 9-15 conference record. It was not 
until the postseason that they made some 
real noise, beating Memphis in the final to 
take the C-USA tournament title and seal a 
birth in the NCAA tournament. UAB landed 
a number four seed in the Tallahassee, Fla. 
(Florida State), regional where they went 
0-2. However, a berth to the NCAA tourna-
ment was better than they expected.

    The Golden Eagles are expected to be 
the Owls’ main competition this season 
as they are the only other team ranked 
in the Baseball America Preseason Poll 
at number 23. USM finished tied for 
third in C-USA with Tulane University 
at a 14-10 conference record. That mark 
was not good enough to make it to the 
NCAA tournament as they were one of 
the last teams to miss the cut. This year 
maybe the Golden Eagles will make 
some noise.

    Just like the Golden Eagles, Tulane’s 
2012 season left the Green Wave with a 
feeling of what could have been. They tied 
for third with USM and narrowly missed 
a trip to the NCAA tournament with a 
promising record of 38-20. Now, they are 
picked to finish in the middle of the pack 
in C-USA at fifth, but they know they have 
the talent to land an NCAA berth. If they 
can keep up their league-leading batting 
average (.305) from last season, the oppor-
tunities are endless from this club.

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

TULANE UNIVERSITY

EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITYMARSHALL UNIVERSITYUNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDAUNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
-BIRMINGHAM

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN  
MISSISSIPPI

Outfield
Key Player: Michael Ratterree, senior, RF: A 

starter from his freshman year, Ratterree enters 
his final year as the player who likely controls 
the fortunes of the entire team more than any-
one on the roster. 

“The sky’s the limit on his potential, and 
we think we will reach his potential,” Graham 
said. “A big year for [Ratterree] could mean a 
big year for us.” 

At his very best, Ratterree is one of the most 
feared hitters in the country and is more than 
capable of carrying a team for long stretches. 
But Ratterree has been inconsistent at times 
and is coming off a disappointing junior cam-
paign in which he hit just .233 with six home 
runs and 32 RBIs. If Ratterree can channel the 
potential he flashed as a sophomore, when he 
hit .327 and earned All C-USA honors, he can 
single-handedly elevate the ceiling of the entire 
lineup. If the Owls want to reach the postsea-
son and make a run at Omaha, Neb., they will 
need Ratterree to return to form as an outstand-
ing athlete in the outfield and an elite bat in the 
order. 

X-Factor: Keenan Cook, junior, LF: After an 
impressive freshman season in which he made 
53 starts and hit almost .300 over the final 30 
games of the year, Cook saw a decrease in play-
ing time last season with Ratterree moving to 
the outfield and Jeremy Rathjen returning from 
injury. There has never been any doubt about 
Cook’s ability, and now that he will return as a 
likely starter in the outfield, he has the chance 
to build upon the strides he made over the last 
few years and give Rice a solid left-handed bat 
that can hit anywhere in the order. If Cook con-
tinues his hot hitting from the end of last sea-

son, a year in which he hit .304 in 27 games, 
he will be a vital piece in a lineup that, while 
it may lack power hitting, will be very strong 
from top to bottom.

Look Out For: Leon Byrd, freshman, CF: 
If McCanna has been the freshman arm on 
the roster who impressed the most, then Byrd 
has been the new player in the lineup who has 
brought the most excitement. An elite athlete 
with outstanding speed, Byrd is expected to 
start in centerfield and hit first or second in the 
lineup from day one. Byrd is a line-drive switch 
hitter at the plate who poses a threat as a base 
stealer once he gets on. His range and arm in 
the outfield have been extremely impressive to 
coaches in fall ball and early practices. Ranked 
as the third-best newcomer in C-USA by Base-
ball America, Byrd has a chance to provide 
instant impact both in the lineup and on the 
field thanks to the physical tools he brings  
to the roster.

Bottom Line: If the Owls want to meet their 
ambitions of ending their minor postseason 
slump, a lot of production will have to emerge 
from this group. First and foremost, the team 
is going to need Ratterree to emerge as a con-
sistent performer in the middle of the lineup. If 
Ratterree can catch fire for an extended stretch, 
as he did in the second half of his sophomore 
season, he has the potential to ignite the entire 
offense and emerge as one of the best talents 
in the league. Cook and Byrd will be asked to 
get on base in front of Ratterree and the power 
bats, while shoring up the defense with excel-
lent range in the outfield. Michael Aquino, John 
Williamson and transfer Brian Smith will also 
be given the opportunity to hit in the lineup 
and provide great depth for the overall unit. 

Catcher/DH
Graham is expected to employ a platoon be-

hind the plate for much of the season, where 
senior Geoff Perrott and freshman Hunter Kopy-
cinski are likely to split time. Perrott has proven 
to be a reliable backstop over the last few years, 
hitting .289 in 30 appearances (15 starts) while 
playing behind Craig Manuel last season. He 
is an extremely reliable defensive catcher who 
has much experience with the pitching staff 
and can contribute as a line-drive bat. Kopycin-
ski’s potential is also more significant on the 
defensive side, particularly with his throwing 
arm and ability to control the running game. 
Together, the tandem of Perrott and Kopycin-
ski should prove extremely reliable defensively 
and will add some value in the order by getting 
on base. The position of designated hitter will 
likely be a rotation between the extra first base-
man (Ewing or Teykl) and junior Aquino. Aqui-
no had a very solid sophomore year in which he 
led the team off the bench with a .324 average, 
and he is coming off of a great summer playing 
in the Texas Collegiate League. Aquino brings 
experience and speed to the lineup and will 
share time between the DH and the outfield.

Three series not to miss
Stanford at Rice, Feb. 15-17: Ranked No. 9 

by Baseball America, the Cardinal has as much 
top-level pro talent as any team in the country, 
led by potential No. 1 pick Mark Appel and out-
fielder Austin Wilson. Come out Friday night to 
see Appel versus Kubitza — a matchup of two of 
the best college arms in the country.

Astros Foundation College Classic at 
Minute Maid Park, March 1-3: A usually  

talented field is absolutely loaded this year. The 
Owls will take on the University of North Caro-
lina, Chapel Hill (No. 1 in Baseball America), as 
well as local rivals Texas A&M University and  
Baylor University.

Rice at the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi, March 22-24: In the first weekend of 
action in C-USA play this year, the preseason 
pick to win the league travels to take on the 
team picked to finish second. The regular sea-
son league crown may very well come down to 
which team comes out on top in this series, as 
it did when Rice took down Southern Miss in 
the final weekend two seasons ago.

Final Outlook
Graham has elevated the standard of play 

at Rice to where the fans expect not just post-
season berths, but also trips to the World Se-
ries. With the usual mix of talented newcom-
ers, experienced returnees and elite arms in 
the rotation in the bullpen, Rice is again the 
favorite to repeat as C-USA champion. But the 
team is flying under the radar nationally and 
will have to exceed some expectations to meet 
the goals the coaching staff sets for its team 
every year. There is no doubt the talent is in 
place for Rice to make a run at Omaha. But for 
the team to have success both now and in the 
postseason, it will need more consistent per-
formance from its core players and immediate 
contributions from some of the newcomers to 
the lineup. The talent and the expectations 
are both set in place. The ultimate success of 
the 2013 squad will not be measured by how 
the team plays early on, but rather by how 
they perform under the pressure of the May 
and June heat.
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