
Jon Huntsman sat down to speak candidly about his experiences in 
China and the 2012 presidential campaign for the Baker Institute Stu-
dent Forum.
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Rice students can now officially 
start learning about the brain as a 
field of study. On Jan. 30, 2013, the 
proposal for a neuroscience minor 
at Rice was approved by the Fac-
ulty Senate, so students graduating 
in 2014 or later can now minor in 
neuroscience.

The minor was developed by a 
steering committee of nine faculty 
members, including professor of 
computational and applied math-
ematics Steven Cox.

However, according to Cox, 
the faculty was not the only driv-
ing force behind the neurosci-
ence minor.

“Students have organized an 
effort to build neuroscience at Rice 
since 2008 and have made signifi-
cant contributions to the tailoring of 
the proposal,” Cox said. “Students 
have reached out to Baylor and UT 
faculty. They even invited the Bay-
lor [College of Medicine] chair of 
neuroscience to Rice for lunch, as 
well as other faculty from Baylor.”

Two students who spearheaded 
the formation of this minor are 
alumni Nazima Zakhidova (Sid 
Rich  ’10) and Tommy Sprague (Wi-
ess ’10), according to Cox. 

“I came into Rice in 2008 want-
ing to learn neuroscience but was 
misled by the cognitive sciences 
program,” Zakhidova said. “It was 
psychology-heavy, and I wanted 
to learn more about the biological, 
chemical and electrophysiologi-
cal side to neuroscience. I started 
emailing people on day one and 
by Sept. 1, 2008, had started corre-
spondence with [Cox] about initiat-
ing a neuroscience minor.”

In order to gauge interest in a 
neuroscience minor, Zakhidova 
said she emailed a survey to col-
leges’ mailing lists, which is how 
she met Sprague. They then met 
with the steering committee for 
the minor to work out the details 
of the minor.

by AmaNda MaCDoNald
ThResheR StaFF

Former Governor of Utah, U.S. 
Ambassador to China and candi-
date for the 2012 Republican presi-
dential nomination Jon Huntsman 
donned a pair of cowboy boots to 
speak at the Baker Institute Stu-
dent Forum Thursday, Jan. 31.

Prompted by questions from 
the audience and from moderator 
Allen Matusow, director of aca-
demic affairs at the Baker Institute, 
Huntsman shared his viewpoint on 
a range of topics.

Huntsman, who is fluent in Chi-
nese, reflected on his multiple trips 
overseas as U.S. ambassador to China.

“It’s a wake-up call to live some-
where else for a while and to see how 
they’re preparing for the 21st century,” 
Huntsman said. “I wish every member 
of Congress could experience it.”

When asked about his opinions 
on the many complications facing the 
U.S.-China relationship, Huntsman 
said he is optimistic that with the right 
approach, the two powers could suc-
cessfully work together on many issues, 
from medicine to the environment.
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Open 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Becca Kellner explains the shortfalls of 
Rice’s infamous Cashier’s Office.

Mamma Mia 
Check out two Italian restaurants for ideas 
on where to share one long piece of spa-
ghetti with your sweetheart.

Alcohol policy in contention
Christian Neal and Nathan Ogden argue 
against possible changes to the Alcohol 
Policy.

A&E                                           p. 10

Intrigue enter, stage left 
Uncover the enigma behind The Mystery 
Plays at Hamman Hall Feb. 8, 9, 14, 15 and 16.
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Women’s basketball wins
Women’s basketball team soars past 
the UAB blazers to win 61-53, their first 
victory after a five-game losing streak.

Hide yo laundry
Ben Ong is known as Brown College’s 
mysterious Laundry Ninja because of 
his weekly raids of the laundry room. 
Take a look at what he does each 
Sunday night.

by ANdRew Ta
AssIstaNt News EdItoR

After an opinion piece printed in 
the Thresher, a student rally and count-
less Facebook statuses, a conversation 
addressing the mental health and well-
being of Rice University students took 
place Feb. 4. Dean of Undergraduates 
John Hutchinson and Associate Dean of 
Undergraduates Don Ostdiek, accom-
panied by staff from the Wellness Cen-
ter, Counseling Center, and the Office of 
Student Development and Retention, 
responded to student questions on 
Rice’s handling of mental health issues 
at a meeting hosted by the Student As-
sociation, Active Minds, the Women’s 

Resource Center and the Rice Health 
Advisors, according to discussion mod-
erator and chair of the Wellness Work-
ing Group Philomena Bradford. 

Bradford, a Duncan College senior 
who helped organize last semester’s 
mental health rally, asked the deans 
questions submitted by Rice students.

Hutchinson said it was important 
to maintain communication and to en-
sure that the community is educated 
about and understands the resources 
for mental wellness available at Rice. 

“We began a year ago and asked 
how we should have this conversa-
tion about mental health and how to 
find what resources were available,” 
Hutchinson said. “This led to the Well-

being Project, which has the same 
objective as the working group now, 
which is to ensure we have the resourc-
es we need and that people are aware 
of those resources and will use them.”

Hutchinson said that after a year 
of assessing the reserouces available 
at Rice, for the last year and a half, the 
university began to expand the Coun-
seling Center and the resources avail-
able for mental wellbeing.

“It’s very difficult to put a marker on 
how [the center] has grown,” Hutchin-
son said. “There was restructuring and 
more staff. There was an increase in 
available resources by about 30 per-
cent. If that’s not adequate, we’ll keep 
building forward from there. We hired 

clinical social workers to manage re-
sources, manage students, especially 
those in need of hospitalizations [so 
they] get the care they need and tran-
sition back to the university. We’re in 
the process of hiring a new psychiatrist 
who will lead the Counseling Center.”

According to Hutchinson, the cur-
rent concerns are presence and avail-
ability of resources, how Rice works 
with students in crisis and how deci-
sions are made for those students.

“For the past year and a half, we’ve 
been revising protocol and processes,” 
Hutchinson said. “We don’t want peo-
ple to be afraid. We want you to trust 
we have your wellbeing at heart. If you 

New minor 
focuses on 
neurology

Students partied in celebration of the final 100 days before graduation at Hughes 
Hangar on Thursday, Jan. 31. Attendees order drinks from the bar as others dance 
throughout the club.

Students celebrate 100 days to 
graduation

0see neuro, page 4

Deans discuss mental health issue at Rice 

Huntsman talks China, presidential bid

0see huntsman, page 4

0see health, page 5

The theories about 
how we learn come 
from neuroscience, 
so it seems to me that 
any institution of 
higher learning would 
need to know some 
things about neuro-
science.

Steven Cox
CAAM Professor

Dante zakhiDov/thresher

Dante zakhiDov/thresher
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Election problems con-
tribute to SA’s disconnect 

with the student body
With Student Association elections sched-

uled for Feb. 11-15, the campaigning, debat-
ing and persuading that is associated with a 
democratic election for the university’s next 
president will be noticeably absent this year. 
Of the nearly 4,000 undergraduates at Rice, 
only one made and stuck with the decision to 
run for the position of SA president.

Whether because of a poor perception 
of the SA around campus or widespread 
apathy toward the campuswide govern-
ment, this year’s presidential election will 
be uncontested, and students around cam-
pus will have no say in who leads them 
over the next year. This fact is not just an 
abstract corruption of the democratic ideal, 
but also a tangible way in which the student 
body is becoming even less connected to its  
campuswide government.

The Thresher wishes future SA President 
Yoonjin Min the best of luck during her ad-
ministration; however, it is apparent she 
will have to contend with a growing discon-
nect between the SA and the student body. 
For the SA to have a reasonable ability to 
tackle campus problems in the future, it will 
need to establish a way to identify with the  
students first.

A part of making students interested in the 
SA is by allowing them to become invested in 
candidates during the election season. While 
the presidential election is uncontested, 
other positions will be won and lost in close 
races. Unfortunately, students are more like-
ly to vote for the candidate they are closer to 
socially than for the candidate deserving to 
win. A part of the problem is an asymmetry 
of information. The only publicly available 
information about candidates is the blurbs 
and coverage printed in the Thresher and, 
possibly, supplementary information re-
leased by candidates in the form of a website 
or video. However, those sources offer only a 
limited amount of information — mostly re-
lated to the candidates’ promises for their up-
coming administration if elected. However, 
student media and the student body need to 
be privy to the candidates’ histories as well. 
The SA needs to begin keeping and releasing 
data regarding candidates’ voting history, at-
tendance numbers and other information, 
such as initiatives introduced to the SA by a 
candidate. The availability of this data would 
improve student media’s coverage of elec-
tions in the future and, as a result, would al-
low students to more intelligently select the 
best candidate for the job.

Endorsements
On Rice Program Council blanket tax 

increase request: Reject.
RPC has not proven adequate competen-

cy with the funds it has, and to expand the 
funds given to RPC with its recent history of 
poor performance would be irresponsible. 
For further commentary on this issue, refer to 
last week’s editorial (“RPC’s increased blan-
ket tax unnecessary” Feb. 1, 2013).

On RESET being confirmed as a perma-
nent blanket tax organization: Approve.

The Thresher strongly supports the mis-
sion of the Rice Endowment for Sustain-
able Energy Technology and applauds its 
many recent successful initiatives. RESET 
has proven itself as a sustainable organiza-
tion that can effect real change. However, 
the Thresher does not believe it should be 
the responsibility of the students to pay for 
the environmental improvement of campus. 
Housing and Dining as well as Facilities En-
gineering and Planning should be respon-
sible for targeting problems and paying for 
the implementation of solutions to those 
problems. These organizations have indi-
viduals more qualified for this sort of work 
and have a better understanding of campus 
that could be used to more effectively target 
the greatest environmental problems at Rice. 
Certainly, student input is important and 
should be included by having students on 
an environmental panel that reviews project 
proposals; however, it should be the job of 
the administration to pay to make Rice more 
green. Moving into the future, the effective 
framework established by RESET should be 
maintained, but the funding should come 
from the administration. But until the ad-
ministration takes the initiative, as it rightly 
should, to fund all environmental improve-
ments on campus, RESET should continue to 
receive its blanket tax.

On the University Court amendment 
to allow students to plead in violation but 
contest sanctions: Approve.

This change makes good sense, and it 
gives students more options when facing de-
cisions from UCourt. Mitigating situational 
factors can dramatically change the degree 
to which a student should be punished, and 
students should have a right to argue a sanc-
tion on that basis. The likely obstacle to get-
ting this amendment passed will be reaching 
the required 20 percent quorum for passage, 
so the Thresher encourages students to vote 
yes to this proposal.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

LEttErs to thE Editor
To the  editor,

As the executive board, we would like to clarify 
the factual inaccuracies presented by the Thresh-
er’s Feb. 1 editorial regarding Rice Program Coun-
cil’s blanket tax increase request.

The selection of Samantha Ronson was out of 
RPC’s control. Due to the nature of the weekend, 
we were limited to a pre-selected list of musical 
acts set by the Centennial Celebration office. The 
short list of choices allowed us very little flexibil-
ity with the budget, and Esperanza ended up be-
ing more expensive than it typically is. However, 
though Esperanza was over $100,000, over 50 
percent of the event costs were picked up by other 
parties, minimizing the overall cost to students. 
Lastly, this Esperanza was not an ordinary oc-
currence and we wanted to take the event to the 
next level to reflect the atmosphere during Rice’s  
100th anniversary.

As stated in the Thresher’s article last week 
titled “No Rondelet for Second Year In A Row,” we 
did not receive the final charge from the Centen-
nial office for Esperanza until Jan. 28. Our maxi-
mum capacity for Esperanza increased only days 
before the event and we never received a copy of 
the invoices for the variable cost amenities at the 
event. We couldn’t give our Socials Committee a 
budget for Rondelet, so there was no way it could 
book a venue and start planning the event in time. 
Furthermore, the Welcome Back Concert only used 
$5,000 of blanket tax monies this year. The remain-
der of the festival and concert costs were handled 
by various offices within the administration and 
by donations. Due to the nature of our relation-
ship with the administration’s co-sponsorship in 
the past, we have attempted to keep its interests 
in mind as much as possible. Moving forward, we 
will receive a much-reduced sum from the admin-
istration specifically for the event and, instead, we 
will be partnering with corporate sponsors. That 
said, there will likely be major changes to the event  
moving forward.

While the bus for Sky Zone was indeed an un-
fortunate occurrence, we feel that the situation has 
been remedied in two ways. We received a refund 
for the buses and can now apply this credit toward 
other events. Additionally, we have found a differ-
ent bus company that we used with much success 
for our bowling event last weekend.

Lastly, blanket tax does not cover the subsidies 
for tickets to events like the Rodeo. The funding for 
the Arts and Entertainment Committee comes from 
the Office of the President, so the number of tickets 
we can buy with this money is limited by the funds 
we are given. The committee receives no blanket 
tax funding, so unfortunately, we cannot reallocate 
funds to subsidize more tickets.

We know that the problems with Sky Zone and 
with Rondelet being cancelled again have upset 
students, and you should rightly question why you 
should vote to give us a blanket tax increase. In the 
end, though, these are students planning events for 
students, and all of them put their hearts and souls 
into making these events successful. Mistakes hap-
pen — we learn from them, and we always appreci-
ate feedback on how to make these events a better 
experience for you.

We sincerely hope students will consider the 
initial recommendation by the Student Asso-
ciation’s Blanket Tax Review Committee, which 

was to increase RPC’s blanket tax for the 2013-14 
academic year. Please be assured that the com-
mittee’s recommendation was a well-informed 
decision that came from an extensive, in-depth 
review of our budget and expenditures from 
the last three years. Should you have further 
questions, we encourage you to reach out to us  
at riceprogramcouncil@gmail.com.

Rice Program Council Executive Council 

To the editor,

I am Calvin Schmidt, president of the Rice Busi-
ness Collaborative’s Entrepreneurial Division. We 
strongly support OwlSquad and what it is doing 
to promote entrepreneurship on campus, but we 
are being misrepresented in your article about it 
(“OwlSquad promotes entrepreneurial culture” 
Jan. 24, 2013). You quoted Allison Garza as saying, 
“The Rice Business Collaboration is more of a club 
whose members have small interactions like lunch-
es. People don’t have the time for small lunches. 
They’d rather devote half a day to really explor-
ing entrepreneurship.” Along with this informa-
tion simply not being true, Garza herself said she  
was misquoted.

In actuality, our club offers a variety of resourc-
es to Rice’s undergraduate entrepreneurs and has 
done so for a number of years. The small lunches 
mentioned in the article attracted over 100 students 
last semester who were able to have intimate con-
versations with entrepreneurs from all over Hous-
ton. These lunches have educated Rice students on 
a variety of topics and have led to many new rela-
tionships between Rice students and outside entre-
preneurs. We will be giving students here a fantas-
tic ability to see what entrepreneurs go through, as 
we have secured positions for them to volunteer for 
and observe the Rice Business Plan Competition, 
the world’s largest business plan competition. We 
also offer internships at startups and multiple ways 
for students to get leadership experience by putting 
on their own events with our support, and we are 
assisting the Rice Alliance with putting together a 
website for Rice entrepreneurs to find resources.

As for larger events, we, along with the Rice 
Center for Engineering Leadership, the Rice Alli-
ance for Technology and Entrepreneurship and the 
Oshman Engineering Design Kitchen, coordinate 
the largest entrepreneur events for Rice undergrad-
uates, our elevator pitch and venture challenge 
competitions. These events have grown every year, 
and our upcoming Undergraduate Venture Chal-
lenge promises to be the best yet, with over $5,000 
in prizes; we are already accepting submissions 
on the RCEL website. Leading up to this, we will 
be hosting multiple events to get teams together 
and help them present their business plan to our 
diverse panel of judges. Our work has enabled Rice 
students to be successful in their entrepreneurial 
goals across all fields.

I would also like to mention that both the Rice 
Alliance and RCEL have done a lot to help un-
dergraduates and are the main sources of fund-
ing behind all of the large entrepreneurial events  
for undergraduates.

Calvin Schmidt
McMurtry College junior

thresher-ops@rice.edu
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“It’s time for a confession: do you 
or do you not have a crush on the 

freshman down the hall?”
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Make no change to alcohol policy
At every college government meeting that 

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson has 
attended since NOD, he has emphasized the im-
portance of treating students like adults. He said 
that although Texas state law does not view those 
under 21 as adults when it comes to alcohol, he 
still views us in this manner. Rightly so, he expects 
hosts to take responsibility for the guests at their 
party, exactly as any adult should. Additionally, 
he has emphasized individual responsibility when 
it comes to consuming alcohol. We wholeheart-
edly agree that Rice students should be held to this  
reasonable standard.

We do not, however, believe drastic changes 
to the current policy are necessary or will make 
students any safer. Hutchinson convened an Al-
cohol Policy Advisory Committee in November 
to provide recommendations on defining private 
gatherings and limiting the types and amount of 
alcohol allowed at such gatherings. Anyone who 
has read Rice’s alcohol policy can see that it pro-
vides ample guidelines for enforcement and safe-
ty. The problems that arose at Night of Decadence 
can be traced back to insufficient support for chief 
justices, lack of quality alcohol education during 
Orientation Week and an unwillingness by the uni-
versity to enforce its own policy.

Currently, CJs receive no regular training to pro-
vide advice and expectations from Student Judicial 
Programs. While APAC made recommendations 
about increasing support for CJs, Hutchinson did 
not even ask the committee to comment on this 
lack of support. He claimed the current policy is 
unenforceable but has done nothing to assist the 
CJs in enforcing it. This past spring, CJs did not 
even meet with SJP before Beer Bike. SJP should 
have held regular meetings with CJs in order to 
provide them with them with advice, support and 
expectations for how to enforce Rice’s current  
alcohol policy.

Although student governance is one of Rice’s 
most distinctive values, CJs should still expect a 
level of support compatible with the high degree 
of responsibility inherent in the position.  The CJ’s 
role is one of the most challenging across campus; 
not providing them with regular meetings about 
the health and safety of the campus is unaccept-
able. Until the university takes the CJs more seri-
ously, we cannot expect the drinking culture to 
change across campus. Hutchinson also did not 
ask for recommendations on changes to O-Week 
and continuing freshmen education about alco-
hol. The 2011 O-Week coordinators knew they had 
a challenge when it came to educating freshmen 
about alcohol given the fragile state of the hard-
liquor probation. This group truly rose to the oc-
casion and provided a comprehensive view of al-
cohol at Rice through lectures and panels at both 
the university and college levels. Although these 

programs had their faults, they were a definitive 
step toward breaking the status quo.

Come 2012, however, the importance of O-
Week alcohol education decreased. Instead of fix-
ing the small kinks in the previous year’s program, 
the alcohol education was completely reset, with 
far less emphasis on college-level programming. 
The scenario-based education which had been ef-
fective in 2011 was completely phased out in 2012.

A good program for O-Week to use would be 
based on CHOICES. Currently, however, this pro-
gram is only for people who have been identified 
as having a drinking problem or have received a 
citation for underage consumption of alcohol, yet 
this information could be useful for all students. 
Many incoming freshmen have no prior history of 
drinking and could therefore benefit the most from 
information about standard drink sizes, blood al-
cohol content and tolerance to alcohol. As it stands 
right now, they are not made adequately aware of 
this information. Many families do not educate 
about these issues, and the university should take 
responsibility for providing this knowledge.

Lastly, with regard to the belief that the cur-
rent alcohol policy is insufficient, this is simply 
not true. The methods of enforcement are clearly 
spelled out within the policy. According to Section 
F of the current alcohol policy, individual colleges 
can be sanctioned for being in violation of Rice’s 
alcohol policy through fines and alcohol-free peri-
ods. On the night of NOD, 11 students were sent to 
Houston-area hospitals. We both agree this num-
ber of transports is completely unacceptable and 
misrepresents the quality of Rice students.

That being said, multiple transports from the 
same college should raise a red flag about that 
college’s enforcement of the Rice alcohol policy. 
Two colleges in particular had three transports 
each. SJP should have investigated what parties 
were being thrown the night of NOD at these col-
leges. To our knowledge, no such investigation 
was performed even though the alcohol policy al-
lows for the university to investigate and sanction 
such violations on a college level. Clearly this lack 
of follow-through on the alcohol policy by the ad-
ministration undermines the effectiveness of the 
alcohol policy as a whole.

If SJP actually enforced Section F of Rice’s alco-
hol policy and educated CJs about Section F, then 
colleges would be incentivized to behave in a more 
responsible manner. The enforcement of this sec-
tion of the policy has not been taking place, and as 
a result colleges have no oversight when it comes 
to preventing unsafe and illegal drinking.

Rice definitely does need to make changes to its 
drinking culture both in regards to safety and the 
expectations on students. The best way to facilitate 
this cultural shift is not through making draconian 
changes to the alcohol policy. In fact, enacting 
these significant changes could potentially make 
matters worse despite their good intentions. In-
stead, the administration needs to support and 
enforce its current policy, provide sufficient edu-
cation to incoming CJs, and work with the O-Week 
coordinators to give comprehensive and relevant 
alcohol education to new students.

   
Christian Neal is a junior and  

 president of Lovett College. 
Nathan Ogden is a senior and  
chief justice of Lovett College.

Nathan Ogden & Christian Neal
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SaTUrday 9

SUNday 10

WedNeSday 13

TUeSday 12
Shepherd School  
Symphony Orchestra

WHEN: Feb. 8, 8-9:30 p.m.
WHERE: Stude Concert Hall - Alice  
       Pratt Brown Hall

Lunar New Year Show 2013
WHAT: Rice Chinese Student  
               Association’s show full of  
               dancing and music.
WHEN: . Feb. 9, 6-9 p.m. (show starts                 
                 at 7 p.m.)
WHERE: Grand Hall, RMC
COST: $4-9 cost for food

Rice Men’s basketball vs SMU
WHEN: Feb. 9, 7 p.m.
WHERE: Tudor Field House

Honor Council open meeting
WHAT: Open meeting to review and  
    possibly revise portions of the  
    Honor System  
              governing documents.
WHEN: . Feb. 9, 2 p.m.
WHERE: Sewall, room 309

Rice Women’s basketball  
vs Houston

WHEN: Feb. 10, 12:00 p.m.
WHERE: Tudor Field House

Imagine Dragons concert
WHEN: Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: House of Blues
COST: $22.50 general admission

Kerouac Fest Fundraiser  
Poetry Reading

WHAT: Poetry reading
WHEN: Feb. 10, 2:00 p.m.
WHERE: Brazos Bookstore  
               on Bissonnet

Fun. concert
WHEN: Feb. 13, 8 p.m.
WHERE: Bayou Music Center
COST: $29.50-36 

Rice administration lacking in 
facilitating services for students

I made a mistake today; I visited the Ca-
shier’s Office. As I am sure any student who 
has been there can tell you, it was not a pleas-
ant experience. However, this piece is not 
about bashing the Cashier’s Office — although 
it will contain a certain amount of that — but 
rather it is about how elements of the adminis-
tration here at Rice are overly inconvenient for 
students, when they could be far simpler.

My mission today was one of innocence: 
I tried to top up my METRO Q Card (you can 
probably see where this is going). After attend-
ing the Lady Gaga concert, I realized I was 
running low on funds and decided to execute 
my right as a Rice student to top up this card. 
However, what I failed to realize was that at 
some point my card had become mixed up with 
a friend’s, which is shocking considering how 
easily distinguishable these cards are from 
one another — I mean, who hasn’t memorized 
their personal serial code? When I apologized 
and asked whether I could have the card back 
to return to my friend and then look for my 
own, I was greeted with an almost laughable 
response. No. I must instead call my friend, 
tell her to pick up her card that day lest she 
be faced with a $25 replacement fee even if she 
picked up the card the next day in the instance 
that, heaven forbid, she had class in the four 
hours the Cashier’s Office is open.

Instead of leaving with the renewed free-
dom of public transportation I had hoped for, 
I walked out of the Allen Center cardless and 
feeling guilty, clutching a post-it note with my 
serial number on the off chance I come across 
my card. Now, there’s not much I could really 
have done with the card — I had very little 
money left on it, and I wasn’t going to be able 
to top it up. If they gave me the card back and 
I decided to give it to some homeless man in 
Hermann Park, what would it matter to them? 
They weren’t going to lose any money on this 
card. In fact, I had shown them I was a Rice 
student with a Rice METRO card. Couldn’t they 
leave it at that and just top up the card?

This experience got me thinking about 
other places where Rice prides itself in mak-
ing things difficult. Take Housing and Dining. 
Now, I am, perhaps, one of the few people who 
does not have many qualms with the servery; 
there are good days and bad, but overall, I 
tend to find the food palatable and the staff 
accommodating. However, the one thing I 
cannot get over is that if you do not have your 
card, you are not eating. You may have pre-

paid your meal plan, know the person swip-
ing your card, be able to recite your NetID and 
student number and offer up your firstborn 
child, but you are not getting through with-
out a guest swipe. If you have ever had to ask 
your friend to swipe you in after losing your 
ID at a public party or leaving it in a hookup’s 
room, you know the embarrassment and an-
noyance you feel at such a system (although 
perhaps not as much embarrassment as comes 
with having to ask for your card back from last  
night’s mistake).

“Come on!” You may plead with the keeper 
of the servery gate, “You swipe my card ev-
ery day, you must know I’m a student here  
by now!”

I remember in my freshman year, if you 
had forgotten your ID you were able to write 
down your Student ID Number and be allowed 
in; could that system be implemented again? 
Those students who live on campus, and many 
of those who do not, have pre-purchased meal 
plans and that can easily be shown using your 
ID number, as we have seen in previous years, 
it seems unreasonable to deny food to students 
who have already paid because they forgot 
their ID.

Now, the rules are there for a reason, but 
the lack of consideration for students makes 
it seem that rather than enforcing rules that 
would benefit the entire university, the ad-
ministration is making life as inconvenient for 
students as possible, when there are simple 
solutions out there to resolve such issues. A 
way to access a meal plan via an ID number, 
more convenient office hours at the cashier, 
and a little bit of leniency would go a long way 
in maintaining and building student-adminis-
tration relations, which are currently severely 
lacking. It might even encourage more dona-
tions when we become those treasured alumni.

   
                Becca Kellner is a  

Hanszen College sophomore.

Becca Kellner

Now, the rules are there for 
a reason, but the lack of 
consideration for students 
makes it seem that rather 
than enforcing rules that 
would benefit the entire 
university, administration is 
making life as inconvenient 
for students as possible, 
when there are simple solu-
tions out there to resolve 
such issues.
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“We continued to meet regularly for a year 
or so, working on a rough draft of what a minor 
might look like,” Sprague said. “The current 
minor, as is, is very close to our original plan 
from 2009.”

In order to minor in neuroscience, a student 
would have to take two of three core courses and 
four electives in either the humanities and so-
cial sciences (HS) track or the natural sciences 
and engineering (SE) track, according to Cox.

“We stratify the brain into cell and molecu-
lar level in [professor of biochemistry and cell 
biology] David Caprette’s course Cellular and 
Molecular Neuroscience,” Cox said. “The cells 
and molecules are then woven into systems in 
the course Fundamental Neuroscience Systems, 
which is taught by [adjunct professor of psy-
chology and BCM professor of neuroscience] 
David Dickman. These systems are reflected 
in behavior, which is taught in Biopsychology, 
taught by [research scientist in psychology] Cris 
Hamilton.”

All students seeking to minor in neuroscience 
will have to take Fundamental Neuroscience Sys-
tems and students who choose the HS track will 
have to take Biopsychology while students who 
choose the SE track will have to take Cellular and 
Molecular Neuroscience, according to Cox. 

Generally, approving a minor from that point 
would not have taken as long as it did, according 
to Speaker of the Faculty Senate Peter Caldwell.

“Let’s say we’re creating a minor in history.,” 
Caldwell, the Samuel G. McCann Professor of His-
tory, said. “We already have a major in it, so we 
would just have a somewhat reduced course load. 
The neuroscience minor was different because we 
don’t have a major for it. In this case, we looked 
at a whole series of things we wouldn’t normally 
look at … [such as] if it was feasible in terms of 
personnel, the relationship between Rice and 
outside of Rice in running the program, and ex-
plicit questions about the budget.”

Another difficulty was figuring out who 
would direct the program since the minor is in-
terdisciplinary.

“The main difficulty was that most of the mi-
nors are within a major or are across two related 
majors. One of the advantages of neuroscience 

is that it cuts across all these schools, but the 
difficulty lies in finding a home for it,” Cox said. 
“We decided that the director for the minor will 
be a Baylor faculty member [Dickman].”

Everything finally came together this year. 
According to Cox, the core courses were offered 
for the first time this semester. 

“We felt strongly about [the minor],” 
Caldwell said. “There was a strong demand 
and a good intellectual justification for it ... At 
every level, all the faculty involved were com-
pletely convinced of the relevance of the minor. 
The Senate’s discussion was about if we could 
do it, not whether we should do it, because of 
course we should do it.”

Cox said there were several reasons a neu-
roscience minor was greatly needed at Rice.

“One reason is that students are here to 
learn,” Cox said. “The theories about how we 
learn come from neuroscience, so it seems 
to me that any institution of higher learning 
would need to know some things about neuro-
science.” 

According to Cox, the interdisciplinarity 
of the minor was a plus, as it would unite all 
four schools of study, the natural sciences, 
engineering, the humanities and the social 
sciences. The minor could also strengthen the 
bond between Rice and the Medical Center, 
which would be beneficial to all parties in-
volved, Cox said.

“They have the expertise in biological and 
clinical neuroscience, while we have the exper-
tise in cognitive neuroscience and in teaching 
neuroscience,” Cox said.

Sprague said he believed a neuroscience 
minor was important for other reasons.

“Rice is relatively uniquely positioned to 
have a pretty fantastic undergraduate neuro-
science program given its physical proxim-
ity and close relationship to Baylor College of 
Medicine, which has its own very good neuro-
science graduate program,” Sprague said. 

Zakhidova said she believed a neuroscience 
minor was needed because she found the brain 
fascinating and thought others would too.

“The brain is a complex and fascinating organ 
that defines who we are, what we do, and how 
we behave, and yet we still have so much more to 
discover,” Zakhidova said. “It’s important to of-
fer students the opportunity to learn about it and 
hope that they can contribute to the field.”
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“We [the U.S. and China] have a marriage, and 
divorce is not an option,” Huntsman said. “There 
is no global issue today that does not somehow 
run through the U.S.-China relationship.”

Despite identifying as a Republican, Hunts-
man said some of his views differed from his par-
ty, such as his take on immigration policy reform. 
He said that while serving as governor of Utah, he 
embraced many proposals that gave illegal immi-
grants greater equality and opportunities.  

“If young kids were brought here with no 
say in the journey or its consequences, and 
they’ve gone to our schools and done well, 
they should qualify like anyone else for tu-
ition,” Huntsman said.

Huntsman said comments such as these 
hurt him during the Republican primary but 
that he stands by his convictions.

“Immigration is always seen as a secu-
rity issue,” Huntsman said. “We need to also 
start seeing it as an economic issue — here is a 
chance for an infusion of new brainpower and 
new ideas into our economy.”

McMurtry College sophomore Becky Satter-
field said she supported much of what Hunts-
man had to say.

“With his views on things like immigration 
and clean energy, it’s interesting to me that he 
wants to stick with the Republican Party,” Sat-
terfield said.

During the question-and-answer session, 
another student asked Huntsman about his 
loyalties to the Republican Party. Huntsman 
said he believed in small government, with 
most of the power delegated to the states. He 
also said he believed in the historical, tradi-
tional values of the Republican Party.

“Equality under [the] law, dignity of the 
individual, conservation, education — these 
are all values [that] originally come from the 
Republican Party,” Huntsman said.

Huntsman said he recognized that his 
party will need to make some changes if it 
hopes to regain a broad base of support.

“[The Republican Party] is in a silo,” 
Huntsman said. “We’re speaking in partisan 
terms. We’ve got to do something soon to 
create an inclusive, visionary platform.”

In a self-deprecating quip, Huntsman re-
flected on his experience during the Repub-
lican primary debates.

“I remember looking around the stage 
and thinking ‘In a country of [313] million 
smart, decent people, this is the best we can 
do?’” Huntsman said. “We are only as good 
as the people we put forward.”

Huntsman said the students in the audience 
were in a perfect position to someday assume 
roles of responsibility and make a change. 

“You should be proud of where you sit,” 
Huntsman said. “The networking and opportu-
nities available to you are unrivaled. Knowing 
that, you should feel a responsibility to carry 
something forward.”
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RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Jan. 28 - Feb. 4, 2013.

Residential Colleges
South Colleges

Other Buildings
McNair Hall

Allen Center
Willy’s Pub

Jan. 30

Jan. 30

Jan. 31
Feb. 2

Simple Assault, Class C Harris 
County Citation

Theft of iPod/iPad, iPod/iPad re-
covered
Theft, inactive investigation
Liquor law violations, referred to 
SJP
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“We need to have a clear understanding of 
what’s going on to know when you’re ready to 
come back,” Hutchinson said. “What do we 
request? Very little. We don’t ask deeper ques-
tions, like about diagnosis, prescription or un-
derlying causes.”

Hutchinson said that because of Rice’s small 
size, the conversations held and steps taken with 
students in crisis are always on a case-by-case ba-
sis. He said all relevant parties, including the stu-
dent, masters, counseling staff and even parents, 
when appropriate, are involved and that in most 
cases, the student is the decision-maker.

“We try to find the best path back to Rice,” 
Hutchinson said. “We ask the student if they can 
manage Rice’s workload, if they are better taking 
some time off or if it’s something more serious 
that’d require hospitalization. Rice can’t hospital-
ize someone. [We will work] very hard ... to per-
suade the student that they need to be in a safe 
location where they can get the care they need. 
Well over 90 percent who are in a situation where 
a withdrawal is necessary choose to withdraw.”

Hutchinson said there were three main criteria 
for evaluating if a student should remain at Rice.

“Is the student a risk to themselves?” Hutchin-
son said. “Are they a risk to other members of the 
community? Can the student disrupt the ability of 
other Rice students to maintain their lives? For stu-
dents who take a voluntary withdrawal, 75 to 80 
percent return. 20 to 25 students leav[e] a semester. 
These students typically self-identify. They turned 
to us for help. We have an Office of [Student De-
velopment and] Retention focused on getting stu-
dents back to Rice.”

Bradford said the forum was organized by the 
SA and the deans and she appreciated everyone 
who attended and that the working group she will 
lead will make the deans accountable.

“Now we need to make sure those changes re-
ally do happen,” Bradford said. “I think policy is 
still unclear. I’m still not sure if all decisions are 
always in a student’s best interest.”

Students should be wary about only com-
plaining and not offering solutions, Martel College 
freshman Rachel Sterling said.

"To merely request better services and then 
complain when the administration’s version of 
'better services' does not match our own, should 
not be seen as a fault of the administration, but a 
lack of communication [on the students'] part," 
Sterling said.

After McMurtry College President Peter Abraham withdrew from the running for Student As-
sociation president, SA External Vice President Yoonjin Min was the only serious candidate re-
maining. In lieu of a one-man debate, Thresher Editor in Chief Seth Brown sat down with Min to 
ask her about her candidacy. All responses have been paraphrased. See the full interview online 
at www.ricethresher.org.

know the resources and processes, you’ll more 
readily turn to us so we can give you support.”

Hutchinson said the goal of expanding re-
sources was to ensure that everyone could access 
them in a timely fashion. He said resources have 
been ramped up dramatically in the past semes-
ter and so there should no longer be delays for 
people getting access to counseling.

Ostdiek said change did not occur immedi-
ately and that the last year and a half was indica-
tive of the aggressive push the administration was 
making for mental wellbeing. He said student 
feedback was always needed, and the issue was 
not an arms race against peer institutions.

“To reach more people, we need to increase 
the ways they can learn about the resources we 
have,” Ostdiek said. “We need something during 
[Orientation Week], more structure and training to 
get people aware about them. We will have coun-
selors go to residential colleges at night. Our re-
sources are very accurate; we are well-resourced.”

Hutchinson said the policies were already 
publicly accessible and clearly posted.

“If people think it should be posted more, 
we’ll do it,” Hutchinson said. “That’s one of the 
things we’ll work with the working group on — 
other ways on how to get the info out. Every stu-
dent who’s been sexually assaulted should know 
how to contact someone and what to do.”

Hutchinson said Rice was attempting to es-
tablish a relationship with the Houston Area 
Women’s Center as a resource separate from the 
university students could contact.

“I think it’s a resource we need,” Hutchinson 
said. “They have the best expertise on mental 
health in the city, and they would be an indepen-
dent group that students could trust in.”

Ostdiek said that HAWC, despite its name, is 
for everyone.

“Training is for everyone, both males and 
females,” Ostdiek said. “There have been male 
victims who have come forward to us. We will ad-
dress them as well.”

Hutchinson said there were good reasons why 
the university asks for information from mental 
health professionals for students returning from 
medical leave and that students should not be de-
terred from being open with their therapists.
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Yoonjin Min

Rice Thresher: What are the most important is-
sues to you for your term?
Yoonjin Min: On a personal level, getting col-
leges to buy in and expanding from college 
president involvement to involving all under-
graduates. We can do that by 
increasing senator involve-
ment around campus and 
by empowering all students 
involved to talk about the 
SA in a way that’s relevant 
to the students at every col-
lege – changing it from an SA 
initiative to a student initia-
tive. Campus-wide, APAC in 
the short term, especially on 
the education and enforce-
ment side; parking on cam-
pus – addressing this from 
the student side and using it 
as an opportunity to address 
something that’s been im-
portant to us for a long time. 
We want more parking, we 
want parking to be cheaper.
RT: What sort of issues do 
you think will be created by your running unop-
posed and how do you plan to deal with them?
YM: I’m definitely not happy about running un-
opposed – there’s definitely a legitimizing aspect 
to being truly elected as opposed to being de-
faulted into it. I think students will still be able 
to see that I am qualified and passionate. I think 
I’ll feel like I need to prove myself more but that 
could be a good thing if I’m constantly pushing 
myself so people don’t regret that situation.
RT: What has been your involvement with APAC 
and what do you think should be done about 
the alcohol issue?
YM: I am not on APAC, but my roommate is, and 
I talk to Sanjula a lot. I think as far as the alco-
hol policy goes it’s not necessarily an issue of 
the policy itself so much as of the enforcement. 
I think at this point the administration is going 
to change the policy because that’s what they 
think is important and there’s nothing we can 
do about that, but there is a lot we can do as far 
as how we respond to that – showing that we 
are responsible adults, we can take on the own-
ership of this issue and we’re not going to lose 
the capability to self-govern because of alcohol. 
The Drinking Culture Task Force is being recon-
vened to handle the education and enforcement 
aspects of the alcohol issue and I think that 
that’s something we should focus on because 
the policy thing is unfortunately not something 
that I see anyone wavering on.
RT: How specifically can you make the SA more 
accessible to students who aren’t directly in-
volved?
YM: One constant issue is the fact that the five 
SA executive board members aren’t at your col-
lege – they aren’t people you see all the time or 
people you relate to. As president, I want to be 
able to walk around on campus, say hello to a 
lot of different people and be able to hear feed-
back from them about what’s happening, what 
they care about. A lot of that has to do with the 
five of us going out a lot – going to lunches, 
sitting down with college presidents and sena-
tors, holding office hours, stopping people on 
the street. That gives us a way to gain trust that 
we don’t have right now. I haven’t met all 3,700 
people on this campus, whereas a college presi-
dent most likely has met all 300-400 people at 
their college.
RT: What’s the first thing you want to get done?
YM: I don’t know if it needs to be changed, 
but should be revisited, is the New Student 
Representative program. We had a lot of NSRs 
this year – six per college. I was a lot more im-
pressed with the quality of the work than I had 
expected to be, but I think it could be revisited 
in the way that we train and develop them. Hav-
ing 66 strong NSRs is not a bad thing, but hav-
ing 66 NSRs who are thrown into projects, don’t 
know what to do and then all want to quit after 
four months is a different story.
RT: What have been the biggest mistakes of the 
last few SA administrations and how have you 
learned from them?
YM: One of the biggest issues that I saw was how 
relatable the president was. I think I’m a person 
who has a level of sociability that maybe hasn’t 
been seen in the last few presidents. Sanjula is 
definitely sociable, but the two before that were 
definitely more strict and uptight, which lends 
to the image of the SA being strict and uptight, 
which I think alienates a lot of people. Another 
thing is that former presidents haven’t been 
as transparent as they should have been with 
some of the projects they were working on – Se-

lim threw a convenience store on us at the end 
of the year – and I think student engagement is 
important especially for things that will really 
change campus.
RT: What in particular that you learned from 

your work on the Centennial 
Celebration will you be able 
to apply in the next year?
YM: As far as the adminis-
tration goes, if you don’t tell 
them something, they really 
don’t know. You can’t ever 
assume that just because a 
bunch of students think in 
one way that the adminis-
tration knows it. When we 
were writing our Centennial 
proposal, we were worried 
about being too blunt – we 
wanted to get the message 
across that, “You guys aren’t 
caring about us, you’re only 
caring about the million dol-
lar donors. What about when 
we’re, 20 years down the 
road, the million dollar do-

nors – do you think we’re going to give back to 
you?” but at the end we decided we just needed 
to be blunt about it. If you’re not going to ad-
dress us during the Centennial, why would we 
address you 20 years later? Now, instead of the 
administration always bringing issues to us and 
telling us to deal with them, it’s time to push 
back and say that this is what we care about.
RT: You mention in your blurb that the SA presi-
dent is often a figurehead and the senate is a 
stamp of approval – how does that get changed?
YM: A lot of that has to do with the way we in-
troduce legislation. Right now, we’ll talk about 
something a lot, get a consensus, and then 
write the legislation. At that point, everyone 
has pretty much come to an agreement, so there 
isn’t any discussion there. A shift that would be 
interesting is if, when an issue comes up, you 
immediately write legislation that shows a posi-
tion on it and bring that to the senate first. From 
there, the senate is actually discussing it. That 
also facilitates college discussions – if some-
thing is introduced, presidents and senators 
will actually bring it back to the colleges and 
discuss how to vote on it. That’s what I plan to 
make the process as president.
RT: Do you have any plans for improving the 
transparency of the SA and its communications?
YM: As far as process goes, nobody really 
knows what our process is – it’s always kind of 
been that we deal with each project in a differ-
ent way, but I thought it would be nice to have a 
chart that people can refer to so you know who 
to go to or what channels to take. Another idea 
is to have meeting digests – it could be interest-
ing to have a strong newsletter with information 
about all the projects so that if anyone is inter-
ested they can know exactly who the point per-
son is. That definitely would have been helpful 
with some of our processes like club approvals.
RT: A number of criticisms have been made 
about how the blanket tax review committee 
was run this year – how do you intend to deal 
with the issues brought up about this?
YM: A lot of this had to do with process – we 
didn’t say early enough that this is the plan and 
it was thrown upon the blanket tax organiza-
tions. I think there are some inherent issues in 
that we review the blanket tax but we’re not re-
ally in a position to suggest an increase or a de-
crease. I think we need to take a step back from 
the process itself and really understand what 
a blanket tax organization is and why we need 
blanket tax organizations, and I think we need 
to take a more holistic approach to looking at it 
rather than saying, “This is what is written in 
your constitution, why didn’t you do this, this 
and this?” Dealing with some of the broader 
issues about blanket taxes is probably where I 
would start.
RT: How do you ensure that changes you make 
stay in play in the long term?
YM: A lot of it has to do with the way we utilize 
groups on campus and connect people – for al-
cohol, for example, if we could have an O-Week 
program that’s owned by a group, and they do 
it year after year, and they change it every year 
so that it’s the same program but nuanced and 
better fit to the culture, then that becomes sus-
tainable, as opposed to everyone saying “Oh 
my gosh, we need to address this in O-Week,” 
because the year after that there is none of that 
sustainable infrastructure set in place. If we 
could focus on something more results-driven 
and something attached to a structure, then 
we’ll be more successful with it.



by Joey Capparella
Local Editor

A growing group of Rice students have be-
come involved with the Houston Parks Board’s 
Bayou Greenway Initiative thanks to the initia-
tive’s increased emphasis on campus outreach.

Community Organizer for the Houston Parks 
Board Dani Neuharth-Keusch said the Houston 
Parks Board was a nonprofit organization that 
functions as the implementation arm of the 
City of Houston Department of Parks and Rec-
reation. According to Neuharth-Keusch, the 
initiative is aimed at creating a system of green-
ways to connect the various parks and trails in 
Houston’s bayous.

“The bayous are a pretty big part of Hous-
ton’s history and culture,” Neuharth-Keusch 
said. “For 100 years, people have been talking 
about using the bayous as a way to connect 
the city. This initiative is the first move to make 
that happen.” 

Neuharth-Keusch said the current goal of 
the initiative was to work with the Houston City 
Council to access funds granted for the project 
in last November’s elections.

“There was a bond passed in November 
that appropriated $166 million of funding to 
this initiative,” Neuharth-Keusch said. “How-
ever, we don’t have that funding because the 
city council has to approve it. Our campaign is 
currently aiming to build on that momentum 
coming out of the election and build up com-
munity support to convince the city council to 
make this a priority.”

Neuharth-Keusch said campus outreach 
is an important part of the campaign. Student 
initiatives are in place here at Rice and at the 
University of Houston in addition to citywide 
community outreach, Neuharth-Keusch said.

“Rice is an active part of the Houston com-
munity,” Neuharth-Keusch said. “Students are 
passionate and dedicated volunteers, and it’s a 
great resource to tap into.”

Neuharth-Keusch said the campaign at Rice, 
made up of herself and eight student interns, 
had already accomplished a lot, including get-
ting more than 450 petitions signed and recruit-
ing 55 volunteers at their kickoff meeting.

Wiess College freshman Melanie Zook is 
working as a civic engagement intern for the 
campaign on campus. Zook said she was in-
terested in working for the Bayou Greenways 
Initiative because of the opportunity for local 
political engagement.

“I know that it’s a priority for the Houston 
community, but I feel like [city council approval] 
is such a convoluted process,” Zook said. “Vot-
ers can vote, and it can be years until anything 
happens. It’s important to get [the] city council 
to actually pay attention.”

Zook and Neuharth-Keusch said the group’s 
next step was a Feb. 19 trip to Austin to lobby 
at the state level for increased funding to cities 
for environmental projects like the Bayou Gre-
enway Initiative.

“The group from Houston is a coalition of 
different environmental groups,” Neuharth-
Keusch said. “It’s important that we get a good 
showing to make an impact.”

Students engage 
in Parks Board 
bayou initiative

Voters can vote and 
it can be years until 
anything happens. It’s 
important to get city 
council to actually 
pay attention.

Melanie Zook
Wiess ’16

Texting-and-driving bill in talks
by Johanna Ohm

Thresher Staff

Texting while driving caused an estimated 
2,000 to 3,000 deaths last year in Texas alone, ac-
cording to the Texas Department of Transportation. 

The issue has come to recent media atten-
tion in Houston as the 2013 session of the Texas 
Legislature that began Jan. 8 will be debating 
the passage of House Bill 63, or, the Alex Brown 
Memorial Act, named after a victim of a texting-
while-driving accident.

Texas is one of 11 states nationwide which has 
yet to pass a statewide ban, according to the Official 
U.S. Government Website for Distracted Driving. 

Past efforts to ban texting while driving, 
spearheaded by Rep. Tom Craddick, have been 
vetoed by Gov. Rick Perry. The most recent at-
tempt, House Bill 243, was vetoed in 2011, accord-
ing to Texas Legislature Online.

Craddick explained his motivation to crimi-
nalize texting while driving on the Texas House 
of Representatives’ website. 

“If passed next session, this law will provide 
a uniform statewide approach to curb this unsafe 
practice [texting] and will go a long way in help-
ing educate drivers on the dangers posed by tex-
ting while driving and save lives,” Craddick said 
after pre-filing the bill in November.

A ban on texting while driving has not been 
unanimously supported. According to Hands 
Free Info, a privately run website dedicated to 
informing the public on local traffic safety laws, 
Rep. Larry Taylor has voiced opinions that only 
the writing of texts should be prohibited, while 
the reading of texts should still be allowed.

The current wording of the bill also compli-
cates the issue because of the question of the ex-
act definition of what qualifies as text messaging.

“‘Text-based communication’ means a com-
munication that is designed or intended to be 
composed with at least one hand on a handheld 
wireless communication device and that is trans-
mitted between wireless communication devices 
for the purpose of manually communicating in 
a nonspoken manner with another person in a 
written medium,” the bill states.

25 of Texas’ cities have already passed bans 
on distracted driving according to Hands Free 

Info, including Austin and El Paso. The new act 
would enforce statewide regulations, according to 
a press release from Craddick.

Hanszen College senior Sarah Mason lives off 
campus and commutes to Rice on her bicycle. 
Mason said she frequently witnesses the problem 
of texting and driving in Houston traffic.

“When I ride my bike, it seems like everyone 
driving is on their phone,” Mason said. “It’s frus-
trating because I know they are not paying atten-
tion. I’ll have the right of way but will still be wait-
ing because I know someone is driving on their 
phone and not paying attention to bikers.”
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by Joey Capparella 
and Molly Chiu

Thresher Editorial Staff

It’s midnight on Sunday, and while 
most people are struggling to finish last-
minute homework, Ben Ong is in the 

Brown College basement ready to strike. 
Ong, a Brown senior, calls himself the 

laundry ninja.
First, he surveys his territory. Random as-

sortments of clothes are strewn around the room 
in unorganized baskets: single socks, lacy under-
wear, abandoned high-school T-shirts. Ong pulls 
out his laundry bag and gets to work. He takes 
each basket and empties its contents without re-
gard to any stray flashcards, headphones or pens 
that find themselves among the mess. 

Then he goes to work on the stray loads of 
laundry left unattended long after their dryer 
cycles have finished. Just as he is about to empty 
an unlucky sophomore’s dryer load into his stash, 
the elevator opens in a flash of frantic activity. The 
poor sophomore nervously explains that he for-
got to take his load out of the dryer and quickly 
rummages through Ong’s growing pile to find 
his clothes before they get whisked away. Ong, 
unphased, simply moves to the next dryer and 
continues his work. However, he is not merciless. 
When possible, he makes an effort to identify the 
clothes and notify the owner. 

Meanwhile, more and more students trickle 
out of the elevator to claim their laundry, each of 
them flustered and apologetic. Everyone had re-
ceived warning the night before thanks to Ong’s 
snappy email to the Brown Listserv, but a few peo-
ple clearly emptied their inboxes too soon. 

The job does not end when all of the aban-
doned clothes are in the sack. Ong now moves 
to the dirty floor, picking up debris everyone else 
has neglected to pick up throughout the week. 
This week’s assortment of stale dryer sheets and 
leftover detergent is nothing compared to laun-
dry raids of the past, which have produced used 
condoms, physics assignments and negative preg-
nancy tests.

Twenty-five minutes after the cleanup began, 
the laundry room is spotless. The baskets are ar-
ranged in their proper place, the floor is clear of 
trash, and the empty washers and dryers are ready 
for their next loads.

Ong takes the sacks full of clothes to the garage 
of the master’s house where they will remain until 
Tuesday so students have the opportunity to re-
trieve their lost items. After Tuesday, any leftover 
clothes are donated to charity.

Ong started this tradition of weekly Sunday 
night laundry raids in the fall of 2011 when he de-
cided something had to be done about the laundry 
room mess.

“My freshman year, I thought it was bizarre 
that no one wanted to do anything about the 
laundry room,” Ong said. “They were just talk-
ing about it. One day I said, ‘This is disgusting,’ 
so I did it myself.”

For his first cleanup, Ong alerted Brown with a 
surprise email warning everyone to get all of their 
laundry out by midnight — or else. He said the job 
was especially hard at first when people did not 
take his threats seriously. Back then, few people 
at Brown understood the concept of laundry room 
etiquette.

“[During Orientation Week], there is no such 
thing as laundry room ethics,” Ong said. “People 
don’t teach people how to use it. Maybe because 
their parents do their laundry for them. One of the 
big things for O-Week [should be] to tell people: 
This is the laundry room. It’s a common space. It’s 
for everyone.”

Ong said he was frustrated with the current 
system in place that randomly assigned a few of 
Brown’s floor representatives the insurmount-
able task of managing the laundry room. The po-
sition was not well-defined and there was little  
accountability.

“There were three laundry reps, but no one 
wanted to do [the cleanup job],” Ong said. “If you 

don’t have a personal motivation to want to do it, 
you don’t see the value. You’re not going to want 
to do it because it’s degrading blue-collar work.”

Ong said he thinks this mindset repre-
sents a larger problem among leaders in the  
residential colleges.

“People put value in certain things like chief 
justice because of the white-collar association,” 
Ong said. “The laundry room is down and dirty — 
you have to sweep the floor.” 

Ong said he noticed a lack of initiative from 
students.

“Everyone likes a clean table when they sit 
down to eat, but no one is willing to help maintain 
cleanliness,” Ong said. “Laundry is the exact same 
thing. Growing up, I realized there is so much inef-
ficiency in society. You come to a realization that 
no one is going to [make an] effort, [and you’ve] got 
to be the person who does it.”

Brown senior Ben Seidensticker said the 
problem stems from a lack of responsibility 
from students.

“People are just stupid, and they don’t care 
about their clothes,” Seidensticker said. “I don’t 
understand why clothes sit there for more than 
a night. He’s motivating people to do something 
they should be doing for themselves anyway.”

Seidensticker thinks Ong has really made a dif-
ference at Brown.

“Even if some people are super slow learners, 
at least now other people’s choices don’t affect the 
rest of the college,” Seidensticker said. “One way 
or another, [the laundry room] is clean.”

Brown sophomore Caroline Lowry said what 
she loves most about the laundry ninja is his en-
tertaining emails.

“People pay attention because he’s funny and 
mean,” Lowry said. “But I think it’s hilarious, and 
he gets the job done.”

Brown Master Steve Cox said these emails 
make Ong’s laundry raids a cause the whole col-
lege can rally around.

“I support anytime that students take situations 
under their own control,” Cox said. “We could just 
keep on complaining, but when students decide to 
mobilize [and they] do it with humor rather than 
sarcasm, the whole college buys in.”

Ong expressed his desire to add a personal 
element to an otherwise impersonal form of 
communication.

“I always believed that to connect with people, 
there has to be an emotional touch,” Ong said. “I 
imagine myself talking on a day-to-day level. It’s 
like me talking to you, go get your f------ laundry.”

Ong frequently heads these emails with eye-
catching lines, such as “Rated M for Mature: 
Parental Discretion Advised,” or “Same S---, Pip-
squeaks.” But these emails are not only about 
funny quips to catch people’s attention: Ong also 
uses them as a way to set expectations for laundry 
room behavior. 

“Please refrain from sex or smoking in the 
laundry room,” one email advises. “Throw your 
lint in the garbage instead of on the floor; it’s only 
like 10 feet away,” another reads.

Ong is also open to suggestions for improve-
ments to the laundry room. Brown junior Kylie 
Cullinan said she suggested a socks box. When lost 
socks are found, they go in the box.

“I hate losing socks, and people frequently find 
strange socks in their laundry,” Cullinan said. “It 
seemed like a logical way to return orphan socks 
to their owners. I found a few of my socks in there.”

Ong thinks his Sunday night ritual has made a 
difference in the overall college mindset concern-
ing the laundry room.

“Now there’s a stronger sense of social stigma 
of not taking your laundry up,” Ong said. “Some-
times, I just don’t do [the cleanup]. During mid-
terms, no one does laundry. The constant nagging 
and worry in their head is enough to deter people 
[on Sundays].”

Some might question why Ong would take on 
this dirty job, but he sees it as a positive contribu-
tion to the college.

“I don’t feel like I’m getting shafted,” Ong said. 
“Everyone gets a clean laundry room.”
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Ben Ong is Brown’s resident laundry vigilante: Every Sunday he gathers forgotten clothing for donation



by Bhagwat Kumar
Thresher Staff

Bike theft is a constant, looming specter 
in the mind of any bicycle-owning college 
student. For most students whose primary 
method of transportation is a bike, losing 
this vehicle, even for a temporary period of 
time, can be disastrous. Aside from making 
the commute to and from class a more time-
consuming endeavor, losing a bike can also 
limit a student’s ability to carry out even the 
most basic off-campus errands. Additionally, 
if a student lives off campus, simply getting 
to school each day can become an unforeseen 
challenge. As a result, the Rice University 
Police Department has bolstered its theft-
prevention measures, recently instituting a 
bait bike program to help catch and arrest 
potential bike thieves. 

“Bike theft is by far one of our most 
common thefts on campus,” Capt. Clemente 
Rodriguez said. 

Rodriguez said this problem is not unique 
to Rice and that it is endemic to all college 
campuses. Because bikes are so ubiquitous 
on college campuses and because most 
university campuses are easily accessible, 
they become prime targets for small-time 
thieves in the neighboring areas. 

According to Rodriguez, a large number 
of the bikes stolen on campus are taken by 
the same offenders or group of offenders. 
While there is no overarching organization 
between the perpetrators, many display 
similar tendencies and motivations. There is 
a subset of small-time criminals who often 
target college campuses as easy sites for 
petty theft, and these are the criminals the 
“bait bike” program is supposed to target 
and deter. 

The program, as its name suggests, 
consists of several unsecured bikes placed 
strategically around campus, each ostensibly 
similar to a regular, student-owned bike. The 
crucial difference, however, is that each of 
the bait bikes has a hidden, 
attached 
GPS 

device that notifies RUPD when the bike is 
moved, allowing the officer on duty to track 
the bike as the thief attempts to ride it away. 

The bikes have been accumulated by 
RUPD over time and then renovated to entice 
potential thieves into taking them. RUPD 
purchased the GPS system it now uses toward 
the middle of last year, according to Rodriguez, 
and has been implementing the devices since 
then. Rodriguez credited Sgt. Gary Spears, 
head of special operations for RUPD, with 
implementing the program here at Rice.

“Really the biggest goal is to make the 
bike thieves out there aware that we’re 
proactive in terms of discouraging them 
from taking bikes,” Rodriguez said. 

Because most of the bike thieves are 
repeat offenders, the primary impact from 
the program will be to dissuade them from 
attempting to steal bikes from Rice. As the 
news that there are bikes intentionally 
being left unsecured around campus as bait 
spreads, potential thieves will hopefully 
become more and more wary of seeking out 
unlocked bikes at Rice because of the added 
probability of being caught.

Although catching and arresting potential 
thieves is another goal of the program, the 
relatively minor punishments they receive 
in court often are not enough to deter them 
from stealing again. 

“We’ve actually arrested one guy three 
times for stealing a bait bike,” Rodriguez said. 

The reason for this seeming oddity is 
that most bike thieves do not receive major 
punishments. Because most bikes are valued 
under $500, stealing a bike is classified as a 
misdemeanor, and perpetrators usually only 
receive anywhere between 10 and 50 days in 
jail as punishment for their crimes. 

“If they steal a few bikes and then get 
caught and do 10 days in jail, that’s not 
a heavy penalty to discourage them from 
stealing bikes,” Rodriguez said. 

Most of the criminals usually serve their 
sentences and continue to steal afterward 
on the assumption that the potential profits 
from selling stolen bikes outweigh the risk of 
getting caught again. According to Rodriguez, 
the majority of the thefts are simply for a 
quick reimbursement, and the stolen bikes are 
usually sold to nearby pawn shops for cash to 
fund other illicit activity or habits. 

“The bike thieves get out of jail so quickly 
that they are going to continue to come 
back and steal bikes, since they may get two 
or three before we are able to get them,” 
Rodriguez said. 

Rodriguez said the rationale behind 
the bait bike program is that if criminals 
are aware of the planted bikes, they will 
understand that the risk of being caught 
stealing a bike is higher than usual, making 
stealing a bike more costly, and therefore 
less attractive, proposition than without 

the bait bikes. 
The program has been a success so 

far, with RUPD placing bikes in varying 

locations based on recent theft trends. One 
such location is the BioScience Research 
Collaborative, where RUPD has arrested 
thieves attempting to steal parked bikes on 
four separate occasions.

In general, the thieves simply take the 
bikes and attempt to ride them away to 
safety. Rodriguez said RUPD has caught 
thieves from a variety of locations, ranging 
from the medical center area to all the way 
down the bayou. Once a bait bike is moved, 
a message is sent to the RUPD officer on 
duty along with a map allowing him or her 
to track the thief. The officer can access 
the map on his phone to catch up with the 
thief and eventually arrest the perpetrator, 
recovering the stolen bike. So far, RUPD 
has had a 100 percent success rate with the 
stolen bikes; each of the eight times one has 
been moved, its taker has been caught.

Still, despite the early successes of 
the program, Rodriguez stressed that the 
community’s greatest defense against bike 
theft is constant vigilance and safety on 
the part of all students, faculty and staff, 
especially those who are bike owners. 

“Our best tool to combat bike theft is 
students doing a few simple things like 
registering their bikes, using a U-bolt lock 
instead of cable locks, which are really easy to 
defeat, and also using the U-bolt locks properly 
once they have them,” Rodriguez said. 

Rodriguez said that because of the 
number of bike thieves in the area, and 
the relative facility with which campus can 
be accessed, preventing any theft is nearly 
impossible if a large number of bikes are left 
unsecured or poorly secured. 

As a result, RUPD has taken several other 
measures to help minimize the number of 
bike thefts on campus. Firstly, students can 
buy U-bolt locks from RUPD for $15, which is 
cheaper than their price on the open market. 
RUPD sells these locks at wholesale prices, 
with the objective being increased bike 
protection for students, not profit. 

“We’re selling them at cost because 
we’re just trying to get students to have the 
best locks possible to prevent bike theft,” 

Rodriguez said. 
Once students have U-bolt locks, 

they must be sure to consistently 
secure their bikes properly. 

“I know students are sometimes 
in a rush, but it takes just a few 

extra minutes to make 
sure the bike is 

s e c u r e d , ” 
Rodriguez 

said. 

While it may not seem to make a huge 
difference, taking the extra minute or two 
to properly lock a bike using a U-bolt lock 
can be the deciding factor in preventing bike 
theft. Rodriguez said students should take 
care to lock the U-bolt to the actual frame of 
the bike, as opposed to just a wheel. 

The reason for this is that many bikes 
have a quick-release system which allows 
for wheels to be easily detached from the 
main frame of the bicycle, allowing thieves 
to separate the bike from the wheel that is 
locked to the rack. Then, the thief need only 
find a replacement wheel before riding off 
with the stolen bike. 

“You want to lock the U-bolt to the 
frame, not to the wheel,” Rodriguez said. 
“Sometimes, the wheel is locked to [a] rack, 
and the thieves will just take a tire from a 
different bike and steal the bike by putting a 
second tire on it.” 

Finally, students can also register their 
bikes with RUPD, providing another line 
of defense against possible theft. To do 
so, students just need to go online to the 
RUPD website and follow the link relating 
to bike registration. Once registration is 
completed, the owner will receive a decal 
sticker containing a registration number to 
place on the bike. This number is associated 
with a description of the bike, its value and 
its serial number and allows RUPD to search 
nearby pawn shops for the stolen bike. 

By taking these relatively easy steps, 
students can greatly reduce the risk of 
having their bikes stolen.  

“I can’t stress enough that while [the 
bait bike program] has been successful, our 
best tool will be the community taking basic 
steps to secure their bikes,” Rodriguez said. 

Another easy step students can take to 
prevent bike theft is to simply notify RUPD 
of any suspicious activity taking place near 
bike racks, especially later at night or by a 
person who very clearly appears to not be a 
student. 

Rodriguez said RUPD has actually 
arrested thieves after a student called with 
a tip that there was a person spending an 
unusual amount of time at a bike rack or who 
appeared to be searching for an unlocked 
bike. Even if the perpetrator is not caught in 
the act of stealing a bike, he or she can still 
be arrested for trespassing, again potentially 
preventing them from returning. 

Most thieves simply find racks with a 
large number of bikes and search through 
them until they find one that is unsecured or 
poorly secured.  So by just taking the time to 
lock their bikes and notifying the authorities 
when someone appears to be looking for 
unsecured bikes, students can eradicate a 
vast majority of the bike thefts that occur on 
campus. 

“If we get cooperation from the 
community to follow those simple steps, we 
will definitely see a decrease in the amount 
of bikes that are stolen,” Rodriguez said. 
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SA PRESIDENT

SA EXTERNAL VP
What is your main goal for this term?

SA INTERNAL VP
What kind of actions do you  

hope to see taken by the SA 
standing committees this year?

2013 GENERAL ELECTIONS
CANDIDATES Q & A

Yoonjin Min

“The Centennial year is almost to a close. 
We students have written our vision for the next 
100 years, but we cannot lose ownership of our 
priorities moving forward. The Student Associa-
tion president is often a figurehead, the senate a 
“stamp of approval.” I want this to change. Col-
laboration does not imply deference. Students 
should have a two-way conversation with the 
administration, aiming for reasonable compro-
mise from both parties. If elected president, I’d 
be able to understand the administrative per-
spective, but still defend students’ interests.

As SA external vice-president, I have built 
strong relationships with administrators, fac-
ulty and staff. In collaboration with others, I’ve 
lessened the LPAP requirement, created the 
Hedgehopper card, and funded student events 
during the Centennial. Through both successes 

and failures, I’ve learned how to create tangible  
results on this campus.

I am a Rice student. No matter our college, 
our hometown, our majors, or our interests, this 
identity holds us together. The Student Asso-
ciation, to build credibility and reputation as a 
true governing body, must attain campus-wide 
respect; our officers must be relatable. I have 
been involved with Jones College Cabinet, Beer 
Bike and Justice League. Moreover, I have eaten 
a meal in every servery, paid my $1 cover charge 
at Willy’s Pub, and languished on a waitlist.

I believe we can increase transparency and 
communication. I believe all students can bring 
forward a proposal and see it come to fruition. 
And I believe I have the experience, perspec-
tive, and passion to make it happen. United for 
Yoonjin!”

Nathan Liu

Min Ji Kim

NL: As a past committee chair, I value the 
working relationships that each committee 
has made with specific members within the 
administration. I believe it is important to keep 
fostering these ties and to reach out to new re-
sources, such as seminar classes like ENST 301 
and ENGI 120 for inspiration and cooperation 
towards solving wide campus issues.

Because the topics of academics, student 
life and the environment are broad, each 
committee has a diversity of students with 
varying interests and passions. Due to this, 
I’d like to see committees utilizing these 
strengths by forming subcommittees devoted 
to specific projects, so that each member may 
fully utilize their strengths on the projects 
they care about.

I’d also like to see more involvement from 
students strictly outside NSRs roles, specifi-
cally reaching out to upperclassmen who may 
have more experience on their belts. I’m a 
big believer of role-leadership over position-
al-leadership, and I’d love to see individu-
als who are not officially affiliated with the 
SA join a committee. This will require bet-
ter marketing of the committees and their  
regular meeting times.

MJK: A wonderful thing about SA commit-
tees (Academic, Environmental, Student Life) is 
that any Rice student can join the committees. 
They do not have to be new student representa-
tives. In fact, upperclassmen and new students 
who aren't NSRs are highly encouraged to join! 
I hope that SA committees will greatly advertise 
that idea.

Additionally, I hope the SA committees will 
be more visible in showing the progress of their 
projects and publicizing the success of past 
projects such as the bike share program and Re-
chargeU.

As SA IVP, I will have a separate date for the 
committee NSRs to present their projects like the 
best practice NSRs who had a separate event for 
their presentations. Having the committee NSRS 
present their projects at a SA meeting was not 
enough time. I will emphasize that even though 
the two types of NSRs, committee and best 
practice, have different roles, they are equal in 
the fact that they are all new students who are 
leading initiatives and projects for the benefit of  
Rice students.

Andrea Mansur Kristina Vu Ravi Sheth

KV: My main goal for this term is to make the 
SA more accessible to students and to groups on 
campus and to increase the student body's trust of 
the SA. I have heard some students say things like, 
"The SA doesn't understand colleges' problems," 
or, "The SA doesn't know students' concerns." I 
want to help students see that the SA isn't some 
faceless body separate from the Rice undergradu-
ate community; it's composed of Rice students 
who want to hear students' concerns and who 
want to help address students' concerns on cam-
pus-wide issues. I want to help kindle more trust 
between the SA and the student body because 
the SA is supposed to be made up of every under-
graduate at Rice, and every undergraduate at Rice 
should know that they can bring their concerns to 
the SA leadership, and the SA leadership will do 
their best to help the student address them.

AM: Meaningful discussions with each 
other and administration and continue Rice’s 
proud tradition of valuing student opinion. 
We are currently facing pressing issues re-
garding student mental health and alcohol 
policy, and now more than ever we as stu-
dents need to come together to take personal 
responsibility for our campus by voicing our 
opinions in constructive ways. As EVP it will 
be my top priority to make sure I am well in-
formed on students’ opinion across campus 
by having more student forums and empha-
sizing my approachability to the student body. 

RS: My main goal for the term is to in-
crease the impact and visibility of the SA. The 
highlight of my term would be to implement 
new, more convenient ways for students to 
be involved in the organization. I would cre-
ate a "special external projects" group within 
the SA, allowing students to lead individual 
projects in collaboration with leadership and 
external groups (e.g. create a new website 
and input system, encourage attendance to 
athletic events etc.). This would be less of a 
time commitment than the current elected 
positions, allowing many more students to 
be involved in the SA and develop leadership 
skills, while also increasing the impact of the 
organization overall.

Andrew Ta Muhammad Harirah Nathan Andrus

SA SECRETARY
How would you improve upon the job of the secretary?

MH:  Most of us know what the job of any secre-
tary is - to help everyone keep their stuff organized 
and to take down minutes at meetings. If elected 
SA secretary, I would like to evolve that role from 
just a record keeper to an avid engager. One thing I 
would like to do as secretary is to get Rice students 
just like you involved by making campus-wide 
events more easily accessible and by making what 
the SA does an attractive place for students to con-
tribute their voice. Through a more concise use of 
the SA website and more eye-catching mini-min-
utes, I feel a stronger bridge will be built between a 
student's voice and its representation

AT: The secretary position, though crucial to 
communication within the SA and between the SA 
and you, is currently relegated to motivational and 
cheer-leading duties. As secretary, I will do more 
than just your minutes and instead make practical 
improvements to SA communication. I will create 
a website where you will be able to see the voting 
records and viewpoints of your SA officials. I will 
make club chartering more timely. I will make the 
campus calender useful and relevant. With "A  T.A.  
for SA," you will see a more competent, commu-
nicative and proactive SA. Most importantly, your 
vote for Andrew Ta will set the stage for a future of 
actual SA improvement, so be sure to cast it!

NA: I have a feeling that many people do 
not realize the amount of leadership respon-
sibility the secretary has and the potential 
and freedom the secretary possesses to con-
nect different bodies of people. With my ex-
perience from being a senator, along with 
other positions, I will improve the amount of 
leadership and cooperation the secretary has 
with directors, senators and other SA officers. 
I will also improve the communication the 
SA has with the student body, through both 
existing channels and new, probably more  
personal means.
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RSVP CHAIR

RSVP INTERNAL VICE CHAIR

RSVP EXTERNAL VICE CHAIR
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CAMPANILE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

KTRU STATION MANAGER

RTV5 PROGRAM DIRECTOR

RTV5 STATION MANAGER
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UNCONTESTED

RPC PRESIDENT
What is one thing that you hope to improve on during your time as president?

CY: I’d like to see the growth of our Night Owl 
Antics and Publicity committees. I think Night 
Bites has a lot of potential – it’s a relatively new 
event, but students seem to be very receptive to 
our recent ideas to better publicize and brand 
RPC events. Night Bites is also a great way for 
us to show support for Rice’s student-run busi-
nesses. As of this semester, we’re also launch-
ing a new graphic design team. I hope that 
these improvements will help more students 
know about the events we organize so that they 
can participate in all of the amazing opportuni-
ties on- and off-campus that RPC provides!

AJ: My principal goal as president would be 
to facilitate RPC’s responsiveness to the student 
body, and ensure that the organization truly 
serves the needs of those it intended to, by im-
proving the college rep program. Instead of rep-
resentatives simply advertising events, I’d like 
them to take polls and get student feedback at 
their colleges for future events. Many students 
have had long-standing issues with certain 
annual RPC events (e.g. Crush Party question-
naire, artist selection for Welcome Back Concert 
and the absence of Rondelet), and previous RPC 
administrations have failed to address this. As 
president this would be my first area of focus 
and I would work to rectify these issues instead 
of only directing attention to new events.Aisha Jeeva Catherine Yuh

Michael Pan Lauren Thomson

Nick Ryder

Rachel Marcus

Jyra Bickham

John Cavallo

Evan Austin

Abigail Ender

Ibrahim Akbar

Seth Lauer

Rebecca Curtis

Cathy Hu Anastasia Bolshakov

Mark Dudley

Fatima Alvi

RESET Removes a clause in constitution 
that would remove RESET’s blanket-tax fund-
ing after this year, making it a permanent  
blanket-tax organization.

RTV5 Clarifies RTV5 constitution by removing 
language no longer accurate.

KTRU Clarifies KTRU constitution by removing 
language no longer accurate.

RPC Raises RPC blanket-tax funding from $13 
per student to $16 per student.

UCourt Adds a plea option that would allow 
defendants to plead guilty to charges but still 
debate sanctions.

Student Association elections run Feb. 11-15.  
To vote, visit sa.rice.edu/election2013. To see 

full blurbs and Q&As for candidates in all races,  
visit www.ricethresher.org.

AMENDMENTS ALSO 
ON THE BALLOT



SHORT FILMS
This year, preparing for the 
Academy Awards ceremony 
might involve more than 
studying A-list actress pre-
Oscars diet plans. On Feb. 9, 
10 and 11 the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston will be present-
ing this year’s nominees for 
best short film. Films include 
Inocente and King’s Point.

Museum of Fine Arts
1001 Bissonet St. 
www.mfah.org

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Ellen and Kaylen’s  

picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

METAL ART
Art is an oil painting. Art is the 
sun setting on an Italian land-
scape. This week, art is also 
metal. The 18 Hands Gallery 
is exhibiting a Houston Metal 
Arts Guild Member Show, 
today through Feb. 14. The 
free exhibition includes met-
alworks varying from sculp-
tures to pendants.

18 Hands Gallery
249 West 19th St., Suite b
www.18handsgallery.com

MCBRIDE
Open your ears to a world 
of jazz. Tonight at 8 p.m., 
Grammy Award winner Chris-
tian McBride and his quintet, 
Inside Straight, will perform 
America’s one authentic mu-
sic genre at  Wortham Theater. 
Upright bassist McBride’s jazz 
concert is bound to be one of 
the swankiest around. Tickets 
start at $33.

Wortham Theater Center
501 Texas Ave.

www.dacamera.com

WINE TOUR
For a creative date-night, look 
no further than the Texas 
Bluebonnet Wine and Choco-
late Trail tomorrow from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Feb. 10  
from noon to 5 p.m. This ro-
mantic getaway will allow 
guests to sample two wine 
tastings and chocolate delica-
cies from nine member winer-
ies. A ticket for two is $45.

Bluebonnet  Wine Trail
211 Liberty St.

texasbluebonnetwinetrail.com

Friday, February 8, 2013    | 10

by Shivani Morrison
Thresher Staff

Common wisdom says you cannot mess 
up pasta. It is the first food many people learn 
how to cook. Throw some spaghetti in a boiling 
pot of water, add a jar of tomato sauce, maybe 
some black pepper and voila! Tasty. 

Pasta is pretty much just pasta. However, 
those of us who have had the good fortune 
to try freshly-made pasta know this is not the 
case. While the dried pasta sold at grocery 
stores can be done up impressively in sauces, 
it simply cannot compare to the tender, silky 
texture and distinct, delicate flavor of fresh 
pasta. Unless you have an Italian grandmother 
in the Houston area or a pasta maker or (let’s 
be honest) even a kitchen, you might think 
fresh pasta of superb quality is out of reach. 
No more. Near Rice there are two remarkably 
different, delicious Italian restaurants that 
both make fresh pasta in house. Giacomo’s 
Cibo e Vino and Paulie’s, both on Westheimer, 
offer fresh pastas in a variety of inventive and  
traditional sauces.  

Giacomo’s has an intimate yet casual ambi-
ance that would be perfect for a date. The de-
cor is both warm and modern, with dark wood-
en furniture and bright accents of cherry and 
mint. Though it specializes in cichetti, small 
Italian snack dishes similar to Spanish tapas, 
the fresh pasta is the real standout. The pasta 
has such a supple, ribbon-like texture that pro-
vides an excellent canvas for whatever sauce 
is on top. I tried a classic Italian dish, the ta-
gliatelle alla Bolognese. The Bolognese sauce, 
as tradition dictates, is rich and meaty, but 
does not overwhelm the taste of the fresh pas-
ta. Another standout dish is the pappardelle 
al telefono. Wide sheets of housemade pasta 
tossed in a fragrant olive oil sauce with garlic, 
mozzarella and fresh basil add up to create a 
dish as delicious as it is simple. Giacomo’s also 
has a varied wine selection and a knowledge-
able staff to help you pair wine with your meal. 
As per their motto, “mangia poco, bene espes-
so,” which means “eat little, well and often,” 
Giacomo’s serves conservative portions with 
half-portions available as well. If you are still 
hungry after dinner, Giacomo’s offers an array 
of gelatos to choose from. All in all, Giacomo’s 
might be a tad pricey for an average weekend 
meal, but great for a special occasion — say, for 
a certain romantic holiday that is coming up.

Paulie’s serves up a similar menu of fresh 
pastas but has a more informal, family restau-
rant vibe.  It may seem to be a no-frills system 
where customers order and pick up food at the 
counter, but the staff is helpful and courteous 
and little touches give the restaurant a certain 
degree of polish. Each pasta dish comes with 
complimentary bread for dipping and the 
water is infused with cucumber. I ordered the 
bucatini amatraciana, a spicy dish with thick 
homemade spaghetti-like noodles and a vi-
brant, tart sauce of tomato, bacon and pepper 
flakes. The pasta was a little thick and not as 
delicate as Giacomo’s, but it stood up well to 
the flavorful sauce. Notably, Paulie’s is afford-
able for college students, with most pasta dish-
es costing under $10. Before you leave, do not 
forget to try one of Paulie’s cookies. I recom-
mend either the iced shortbread cook-
ie or the chocolate-dipped peanut 
butter cookie. While Giacomo’s might 
be a once-in-a-while, top-notch date 
place, Paulie’s is an affordable neigh-
borhood find with excellent food  
and service.

Compare Italian 
at Giacomo’s 
and Paulie’s

by Jacquelyn Pass
Thresher Staff

The Mystery Plays presents us with the 
notion that there is much in life that cannot 
be explained. Our expectations are compli-
cated by forces beyond our understanding, 
whether it is fate, the supernatural or simply 
human nature. 

Through the mysterious tales of two in-
dividuals, we are led to wonder whether 
any meaning can be taken from life’s trag-
edies. This is heavy, challenging mate-
rial to tackle, and, for the most part, this  
production succeeds.

The Rice Players take a unique spin on 
staging by transforming the stage at Hamman 
Hall into a black box, with the play peformed 

in the round. This lends a certain intimacy 
to the performance, allowing the actors to 
confront the audience face-to-face with the 
drama. Though the stage design is simple, it 
is utilized extraordinarily well. The masterful 
lighting design transforms the set into differ-
ent worlds when called for. The simple stage 
picture of an actress seated under a ladder is 
made beautiful and haunting, allowing us to 
believe she is reliving her childhood memo-
ries under a familiar tree.

Though the atmosphere is set up superbly, 
the acting is not quite on par throughout. The 
Mystery Plays’ dialogue is difficult to make 
sound natural, and only some of the cast can 
pull off the delivery. 

A key scene on a train at the beginning 
slightly misses the mark due to the actors, 
Brown College seniors John Mendell and Ben 
Seidensticker, who add strange inflections 
and pauses and overall sound too staged. 
They are unable to immediately pull us into 
the story, yet they do manage to build the ten-
sion and succeed in pulling us in by the end.

The large cast seems unnecessary at times, 
and it very well could have been to the show’s 
benefit if more people were double cast. Jones 
College senior Carter Spires’ performance 
in thematically similar roles, including the 
narrator and a detective, helps keep the acts 
from feeling disconnected, which would have 
been better achieved if other actors had been 
similarly cast. 

The standout performance is by Baker 
College sophomore Alyssa Dugar as the at-
torney revisiting her hometown. Dugar’s per-
formance is the saving grace of the show’s 
action, due to the sensitivity and emotional 
weight she gives the role, as well as her in-
teractions with the figment of her brother 
played by the 

skilled McMurtry College freshman Juan  
Sebastian Cruz.

The end result is a thoroughly intrigu-
ing, and at times inspiring, exploration of 
life’s mysteries and how we must face them. 
Though the production is very good, some 
shortcomings in the acting prevent The Mys-
tery Plays from reaching its full potential.

The Rice Players present an unsettling mystery

The Mystery Plays

B+
Director: Susannah Eig
Now Playing: 8 p.m. Feb 7-9 and 
14-16, in Hamman Hall
Price: $10 general admission, $5 
students, $8 faculty, alumni, staff 
and senior citizens

Claire elestwani/thresher

Claire elestwani/thresher
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This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser
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Dead Space 3 – This third person action shooter game is 
set on a mysterious frozen planet. The game follows series 
protagonists Isaac Clarke and John Carver as they attempt to 
end the Necromorph threat. Though the new waypoint navi-
gation is a bemoaned addition to a game that claims to be 
of the “survival horror” genre, the new tuck-and-roll com-
mands as well as improved co-operative game play should 
increase the profile of the already successful series. Avail-
able for XBOX 360, PlayStation 3 & PC. 

Identity Thief – In this comedy, after a businessman San-
dy Patterson (Jason Bateman, The Change-Up) has his iden-
tity stolen by a con artist (Melissa McCarthy, Bridesmaids), 
he has one week to track down her whereabouts so that he 
can clear his name and restore his shattered credit rating. 
Coming from the creative minds behind Horrible Bosses and 
The Hangover Part II, this raunchy, outrageous romp looks to 
attract audiences as the first major-studio comedy of the new 
year. R. 111 min.

Skyfall  – After becoming the first James Bond film to 
cross the billion-dollar threshold in worldwide grosses, the 
spy blockbuster comes to home entertainment. The 23rd en-
try in the series follows Bond (Daniel Craig, Defiance) as he 
investigates an attack on MI6. The attack is part of a plot by a 
former MI6 operative (Javier Bardem, No Country for Old Men) 
to humiliate, discredit and kill the head of MI6 (Judi Dench, 
The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel). Bonus features include be-
hind-the-scenes documentaries and audio commentary.

Community (Season 4) – The critically-acclaimed comedy 
finally returns (Thursday at 7 p.m. on NBC) after several delays, 
under the direction of new showrunners and executive produc-
ers Moses Port and David Guarascio, after the departure of se-
ries creator Dan Harmon. Marking their senior year at Greendale 
Community College, this season finds the misfit study group in 
a variety of humorous situations, including in the season pre-
miere (aired 2/7), which centers on The Hunger Games competi-
tion to secure registration.

Side Effects – From acclaimed Academy Award-winning 
director Stephen Soderbergh comes this psychological 
thriller that follows a young woman (Rooney Mara, The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo) who experiments with prescription 
drugs while waiting for her husband (Channing Tatum, 21 
Jump Street) to be released from jail. Also starring Jude Law 
(Sherlock Holmes) and Catherine Zeta-Jones (Chicago), this 
suspenseful movie will keep viewers on the edge of their 
seats. R. 105 minutes.

Alex Cross, Run (James Patterson) – In the incredible 
20th edition of Patterson’s best-selling series, detective 
Alex Cross must face a revenge-seeking, prison-escaped 
enemy while tracking down three serial killers at the same 
time. Featuring an unscrupulous doctor who refuses to go to 
jail and a frenzied Washington, D.C., this tale of murder and 
mayhem is true to the series’ trademark sense of intelligent 
action. Run should appease fans of the title hero as yet an-
other successful case is solved. 
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Men’s Basketball falls to last place in C-USA

by Ryan Glassman
          Thresher StaFF 

After an upset win over crosstown rival 
University of Houston Cougars, the Rice Owls 
men’s basketball team took the court last 
Saturday looking to start a winning streak in 
conference play as they played host to East 
Carolina University.

The Owls (5-17, 1-7) and Pirates (13-8, 4-4) 
exchanged the lead five times in the game’s 
opening minutes, with the visitors control-
ling the offensive glass but Rice staying in the 
game by forcing turnovers early on. The hosts 
took the biggest lead of the half when fresh-
man guard Keith Washington’s jump shot with 
10:24 remaining put Rice up by an early 18-14 
ledger. The Owls held onto a slim lead into the 
final minutes of a low-scoring half in which 
the teams went a combined three for 16 from 
3-point distance. A mini 6-1 run to close out the 
half gave ECU a slim 29-26 lead at intermission, 
with Head Coach Ben Braun’s club utilizing on-
the-ball pressure to force turnovers and keep 
the game close.

But in spite of some scrappy play from 
Rice in the opening 20 minutes, the Pirates 
came out on a quick run in the second half 
that proved insurmountable for the under-
sized Owls. After a bucket by senior guard 
Tamir Jackson opened scoring after the 
break, ECU went on a 12-0 run in which it 
forced three turnovers and made six of eight 
shots from the field. A layup by sophomore 
guard Julian DeBose stopped the bleeding for 
the Owls, making it a 41-30 game, but the Pi-
rates continued to get the ball inside for easy 
looks at the basket throughout the rest of the 
half. The deficit for Rice swelled to as much 
as 25 in the closing minutes, and the guests 
cruised to a 79-63 win over the Owls at Tudor 
Fieldhouse. Jackson led Rice with 19 points 
and nine rebounds in the defeat.

In the second half of their win over the 
Owls, ECU shot 15 for 21 (71.4 percent) from 
the field and made 27 trips to the free-throw 
line, consistently getting good looks at the 

basket by running its offense through the low 
post. With the exception of Rice’s thrilling 
win last week against Houston, Rice oppo-
nents have often outplayed the Owls in the 
second half of games this season by utiliz-
ing a very familiar blueprint. On average, 
Rice is allowing just 36.4 points per first half 
this season, but a disappointing 43.9 points 
per second half. The reason opponents have 
been able to improve their scoring numbers 
against the Owls late in games is due in part 
to their increased offensive efficiency after 
the intermission. Teams are shooting 51.3 
percent from the field against Rice in the sec-
ond half of games this year, compared to just 
45.9 percent in the first half. As ECU did on 
Saturday, teams playing Rice have displayed 
more of a commitment to getting the ball 
down low later in games, leading to better 
looks at the hoop and more efficient offen-
sive possessions. This is further evidenced 
by the number of 3-point attempts per half. 
Rice’s opponents are taking nearly three 
deep balls less per second half than they are 
per first half this year.

After splitting the brief homestand, the 
Owls traveled to El Paso on Wednesday to take 
on the University of Texas, El Paso, for the first 
time this season. But Rice was never able to 
overcome a quick start from the Miners (13-8, 
6-2), who led 18-8 in the opening minutes and 
took a 14-point lead into the half. The Owls 
clawed back late in the game, as a Washington 
deep ball brought Rice to within eight with 7:19 
remaining. But UTEP quickly responded with a 
3-pointer of its own, which sparked a 12-4 run 
to put the game out of reach. Jackson led Rice 
with 12 points on the evening, but the Owls fell 
on the road by a final score of 65-53. Freshman 
guard Max Guercy added 11 points in the de-
feat after he was named the C-USA Freshman 
of the Week for the second week in a row and 
the third time this season.

The team takes on Southern Methodist 
University tomorrow night at 7 p.m. at Tudor 
Fieldhouse before traveling to Marshall for 
another conference tilt Wednesday.

The Fifth Lap

Last Sunday, the Baltimore Ravens were 
rolling to a Super Bowl win and NFL champi-
onship. In fact, rolling might not do the situ-
ation justice. They had a lead bigger than any 
ever surmounted in a Super Bowl. They had 
just opened the third quarter with what tied 
for the longest kickoff return for a touchdown 
in NFL history. They controlled the game.

They possessed all the momentum.
Then, suddenly, half the stadium lights 

went out. After a 34-minute delay, what ap-
peared headed for a blowout turned into an 
impressively exciting contest as San Fran-
cisco put together 17 unanswered points and 
eventually clawed its way within a two-point 
conversion of tying the game.

Somewhere in those moments of dark-
ness, most agreed, the momentum was al-
lowed to shift. 

Momentum. It’s one of the simplest, most 

intuitive phenomena in sports. Even over the 
TV, the audience can perceive a team seizing 
momentum in such a way that the feeling be-
comes almost tangible. It manifests itself in 
body language, in decisions, in styles.

Yet because it is so simple, the fact that it 
exists at all, especially at the upper echelon 
of sports, becomes so much more confusing.

There is an academic literature in sports 
psychology on momentum, and I am in no 
way an expert in the field, but the basic 
premise behind momentum is as follows: 
An event occurs that causes an individual or 
team to feel more confident. This confidence 
(or feeling of power) leads to cognitive and 
physiological changes, which affect the way 
the team plays, ostensibly (though not al-
ways) for the better. This improved play rein-
forces the feeling of confidence while at the 
same time diminishing the confidence and, 
therefore, the play of the opponent.

It’s simple — on paper, anyway. But why, 
then, if we understand it as the product of a 
change in confidence, do professional and col-
legiate athletes get caught up in it? And why 
does this virtuous cycle so often break down 
and reverse itself? Why is a well-timed timeout 
so effective or a calm, collected momentum-
changing player such a rare commodity?

The answer likely has at least two compo-
nents. The first strikes at the control, or lack 
thereof, that we truly have over our emotions. 
Ideally, after years of experience, athletes 

would be able to enter each situation with 
the ideal level of confidence to maximize 
their performance and then maintain that 
level throughout the contest despite outside 
events. Yet without fail, athletes everywhere 
make crucial mistakes as they either become 
under- or overconfident.

Mistakes from underconfidence magnify 
the effect of an opponent’s momentum, lead-
ing to blowouts. Mistakes from overconfi-
dence often open the door for  an opponent 
to regain confidence, therefore allowing the 
momentum to swing.

While it would be very difficult to study, 
it would be fascinating to see whether the 
effects of momentum change based on the 
level and experience of the players. In theory, 
professional athletes should be able to deal 
with both negative and positive momentum 
better than their youth team counterparts, for 
example.

Yet momentum is still cited as critically 
important by announcers and analysts of the 
highest levels. Are the sport’s greatest really 
no better at dealing with the effects of mo-
mentum at their prime than they were in their 
youth? Or is there simply a canceling effect 
as everyone involved handles momentum 
better, therefore making it still crucial at the 
margin?

The second component likely deals with 
attribution error: Momentum simply gets too 
much credit.

Last weekend’s Super Bowl provides 
several examples in which the momentum 
should have led to an outcome different to 
the one that actually occurred. For example, 
after scoring two unanswered touchdowns 
in the third quarter and pulling within one 
score of tying the game, the 49ers recovered 
a fumble deep in Baltimore territory. Based 
on momentum, they should have scored a 
touchdown.

Instead, they settled for a field goal.
Again, the 49ers seemed to have all the 

momentum at the end of the game when, 
down by five points, they drove down inside 
the Baltimore 10-yard line with four plays to 
take a late lead. But despite the momentum, 
they failed to score.

And did the blackout really spark San 
Francisco’s comeback to begin with? While 
the tide of the game did turn after the lights 
came back on, it is very possible San Fran-
cisco would have scored on that interrupted 
possession regardless. The 49ers had, after 
all, completed a 17-point comeback in the 
NFC championship game against the Atlanta 
Falcons without the benefit of any electrical 
assistance.

So what, then, is this momentum? Is it 
simply a product of perception? Is it a real 
friend or an imaginary foe? Why does it 
quickly come, then quickly go? And perhaps 
most importantly, why is it so incredibly dif-
ficult to predict or control?

The impact of momentum

 Gabe  Cuadra

cheerry dong/thresher

Freshman Keith Washington steals away with the ball at the ECU game last Saturday.

After beating out UH, Owls fail to maintain momentum  this week
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by Teddy Grodek
Thresher Staff

 

The Rice Owls women’s basketball team drew a 
line in the sand. This Rice team is just too talented 
to lose six in a row, and the team must have real-
ized that heading into a big weekend of games.

Another two losses would have buried the Owls 
firmly at the bottom of Conference USA, down to a 
point where recovery is unlikely in the conference 
standings with only eight games left to play. While 
a split this weekend did not vault the team into the 
upper echelon of C-USA, it gives the team momen-
tum to possibly pull off a streak of wins and posi-
tion itself for a decent seed at the C-USA tourna-
ment in Tulsa, Okla.

The first game this weekend, against a middle-
of-the-pack University of Memphis team on the 

road, did not provide the Owls the win they 
wanted but proved the team can compete 
away from Tudor Fieldhouse. The Owls’ last 
four road games had all been substantial 
blowout losses.

Typical of the Rice team, it fell down badly 
in the first half, going down 29-14 at one point. 
It managed to close the lead to 10, heading into 
the break down 33-23.

After playing well the first few minutes, Rice 
managed to close the gap to only a few posses-
sions. It started hitting the 3-ball with some 
consistency, much better than the 10 percent 
from behind the arc it shot in the first half.

Rice got within three but could not get that 
one big turnover, eventually losing the game 
64-60.  Head Coach Greg Williams said he was 
pleased with the effort.

“I thought that this was our best consistent 
road game, to battle back from down 10 at the half 
to get within three twice,” Williams said. “Jessica 
Kuster had a really strong game as we tried to get 
her some looks in the second half.”

Forward junior Kuster had 22 points for Rice, 
her sixth 20-point game of the season.

The next Sunday, the Owls welcomed the Uni-
versity of Alabama, Birmingham to Tudor Field-
house, looking for a much-needed victory after five 
straight losses.

The Owls got off to a fast start, going up 11-2 in 
the first three minutes. A halftime score of 30-21 
gave the Owls confidence heading into the half.

The Owls traveled to the line an impressive 17 
times during the first half, with great ball move-
ment to the inside of the post.

The Owls held off their opponent for the entire 

second half at home, never letting UAB back into 
the game until the closing seconds. The 61-53 fi-
nal’s eight-point difference makes the game out to 
be closer than it really was.

Kuster had another double-double, her 11th 
this season, scoring 18 points and pulling down 14 
rebounds in the win. She went an impressive eight 
for 10 from the free-throw line. Senior guard Jessica 
Goswitz also contributed eight points in the win.

The next game is a big one for the Owls, who 
will take on city rival University of Houston at Tu-
dor. Houston’s team, which has struggled in the 
conference, is a very winnable game for the Owls 
and an important potential later tiebreaker for 
postseason seeding.

The Owls then travel to New Orleans, La., to take 
on Tulane University, which the Owls barely lost to 
earlier in the season at home by a score of 69-65.

Lady Owls bust slump with home victory against Birmingham

by Nicolette Chamberlain
Thresher Staff

The Rice women’s tennis team’s strength lies 
in numbers. Despite losing its last three of four 
matches and dropping to a 3-3 overall record, the 
Owls have proven that their successes derive from 
a full team effort.

In their match two weeks ago against Texas 
Tech University in Waco, it was No. 1 singles soph-
omore Natalie Beazant and No. 2 singles junior 
Dominique Harmath who earned the two victories 
in their 4-2 loss. Harmath was named Conference 
USA Women’s Tennis Athlete of the Week after her 
strong performance in Waco, defeating a singles 
player from Texas Tech ranked in the top 50. On 
Sunday, the two victories against conference rival 
University of Tulsa came from the No. 5 and No. 
6 singles spots held by junior Liat Zimmermann, 
who had missed three matches due to concussion-
like symptoms, and freshman Solomiya Zinko. In 
Rice’s 4-3 win over the University of Oklahoma 
Feb. 2, it was again the lower half of the lineup 
that executed.

“When the top of the lineup struggled a 
little bit this weekend, the lower spots did a 

great job stepping up,” Head Coach Elizabeth 
Schmidt said.

Even though the team was outplayed 5-2 
against No. 23 Tulsa at an away game, the Owls 
made a strong showing on the road against Okla-
homa the day before. They split singles, clinching 
wins in the No. 4, No. 5 and No. 6 spots, which left 
the meet to be determined by doubles. After be-
ing down 0-40 and three games in match point, 
senior Daniela Trigo and Zinko managed to come 
back 8-7 (7-4). This No. 3 doubles victory ended up 
being the deciding point of the match.

“This team plays as a team,” Schmidt said. 
“The attitude that they put forth as a team carries 
forward to their individual play.”

Although the women’s tennis team has been 
picking up for each other’s struggles, all of the 
players are going to have to step up to push toward 
a winning record. The competition continues for 
Rice this weekend with a match Saturday against 
the University of Texas, Arlington. However, the 
Owls are especially looking toward the matchup 
against conference rival Tulane University Feb. 15. 
With both matches at home, the team will be look-
ing for support from both its teammates and fans 
to earn a pair of wins.

Women’s Tennis lifted by lower lineup
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by Dan Elledge
Thresher Staff

The Rice University Owls were looking to 
make an early peak over .500 as they battled 
with the University of Miami last Sunday in Cor-
al Gables, Fla. However, Rice was hit by a Miami 
hurricane, falling short against the Canes 1-6.

Miami knocked out not only the Owls, but 
also senior Peter Frank. Frank was hit in the 
head by a volley at the net during doubles play 
and did not return to the match. 

Head Coach Efe Ustundag said Frank suf-
fered a concussion, but Ustundag is hopeful for 
a swift recovery.

“Peter’s injury is day to day,” Ustundag said. 
“He had some concussion-like symptoms, and we 
hope to see him out there on the court soon. If the 
doctors don’t feel like he is ready yet, we will take 
it one day at a time to see if he makes the lineup 
[against Louisiana State University].”

The Owls have a season record of 2-3 pending 
Thursday’s result at home against Texas A&M 
University. The tough slate continues this week-
end for Rice with a trip to Baton Rouge, La., on 
Sunday to take on LSU. In last year’s contest the 
Tigers rolled in and took care of the Owls comfort-
ably, 5-2, at Jake Hess Stadium.

Ustundag said he felt the Owls could have 
performed much better against Miami, but he 
said the team is ready to put this loss behind it 
and move forward. He said it cannot let its last 
loss dictate its future play, and that is what he 
likes about the college tennis regular season. 

It is not a win or go home mentality like indi-
vidual tournaments.

“The good thing about college tennis is that it 
is not a tournament during the regular season,” 
Ustundag said. “The result the day before does 
not affect your next match. You are not trying to 
advance or else you have to go home.”

Junior Philipp Seifert said keeping up the in-
tensity in practice is key. He said the doubles play 
needs to significantly improve if the team wants 
to win some of these matches against ranked 
teams, especially when the team is on the road. 
He said momentum in a hostile environment is 
crucial for the Owls to have success.

“I feel like we need to keep our heads up and 
practice hard,” Seifert said. “We need to keep 
the practices intense and work on our doubles 
a little bit because it is not huge things, but the 
small aspects of doubles, that can cost us that 
early point.”

Ustundag said he sees a lot of similarities be-
tween the match at Miami and the match at LSU. 
Even though the Owls have been on the short 
end the past couple of years against the Tigers, 
Ustundag said he is very encouraged that they 
have the right matchups to get their first major 
win of the season.

“Just like we have had our success against 
Miami, we have lost a lot of close matches 
against LSU,” Ustundag said. “It is a tough 
team to play on the road, but I really do like 
the matchups. We match up fairly well across 
the board. If we play with our best six, it is a 
winnable match.”

 Men’s Tennis loses in Miami   
by Gabe Cuadra

Thresher Staff

When President Barack Obama called to con-
gratulate the Baltimore Ravens and Head Coach 
John Harbaugh on their Super Bowl victory, he 
made a special point to mention how inspired he 
and the first lady were by a story on Rice alumnus 
O.J. Brigance.

Brigance, who is currently the Ravens’ director 
of player development, was a standout linebacker 
and three-year starter for the Owls from 1987 to 
1991, twice being named to the All-Southwest 
Conference team.

After going undrafted in 1991, Brigance played 
in the Canadian Football League before eventu-
ally making the NFL roster of the Miami Dolphins 
in 1996. In 2000, Brigance joined the Baltimore 

Ravens and became the team’s special-teams 
captain. When the Ravens reached Super Bowl 
XXXV that season, it was Brigance who recorded 
the game’s first tackle in what would be a winning 
effort.

In 2007, Brigance was diagnosed with amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis, also known as ALS or Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease. The debilitating and eventually 
fatal motor neuron disease robbed Brigance of his 
ability to use his arms, to walk and, eventually, to 
talk. Yet using a motorized wheelchair and com-
munication technology, Brigance has continued 
in his front-office role with the Ravens, making 
the most of the abilities and the time he has left to 
continue having an impact on those around him.

For more on Brigance, see the video “Heart of 
the Ravens” on ESPN.com or search “Brigance” at 
riceowls.com.

Former Owl inspires NFL Ravens

Gaby Gonzalez/thresher

Freshman Tommy Bennett playing in singles against Texas A&M at  Jake Hess Stadium.
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WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate 
is $20 to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  
We provide all training, all training is paid, 
and we pay for travel.  Email your resume to 
rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/
High School Math/Natural & Social Scienc-
es/Humanities. Reliable transportation  re-
quired. Pay $20-40/hr based on experience. 
Contact  832-428-8330  and email resume 
to siyengar777@gmail.com

Dance instructor.  5 minute drive from 
Rice.  Specifically salsa, and modern dance.  
$30 per hour.  713-269-3743

Super power memory. Revolutionary 
breakthrough turns your brain into super 

charged memory machine. Recall more in-
formation. Improve exam and board scores. 
www.2013megamemory.com 1-800-530-9661

We are a family looking for a nanny to help care 
for our children on a part-time basis. We have a 
son who is 2 years old and are expecting another 
child, a newborn, soon. Responsibilities would 
include providing care for one or both the chil-
dren in our home and performing all tasks that 

correlate to the care of the children. We would 
like the nanny to continue our goals of creating 
a safe, nurturing and stimulating environment 
in which the children can thrive and develop. 
The ideal candidate will have previous childcare 
experience with qualified references and would 
work well with the children’s mother, who would 
be home as well. The nanny position would also 
include some light kitchen food prep work and 
child cleanup duties.  Hours of work would be 

approximately 20 hours per week (Mon – Fri) 
during the afternoon time period of 2:00 -7:00pm 
(exact afternoon hours and days would be flex-
ible depending on candidate’s needs). Location 
is in the West University area. Compensation 
would be app. $12 - $15 per hour based on quali-
fications. Position would expect to be filled and 
begin during February 2013. Interested candi-
dates should contact for more information via 
email to   msm727710@gmail.com.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

misclass
Post your “misclass” 
on the Backpage’s 
facebook wall.

Write your “misclass” 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

Tweet your “misclass” 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass

“I didn’t want my ass to get all 
sticky again.”

The 
Thresher
 is hiring!
We want 

you to apply. 
Check out our 
job listings at 
http://jobs.
financialaid.
rice.edu/in-
dex.cfm

“I need Davers like a flower needs 
the sun.”

“I guess I’ll just cut off my own 
head, then.”

Get drunk with Leebron #Underage

“My mom didn’t believe it was lotion 
all over my face.” - Neil Longenbaugh

“Stop making fun of me with your 
eyes guys!” - Drunk Chick
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Comrades! The time 
to rejoice is here. For 
too long have the 
great student work-
ers of Rice had to 
shoulder the burden 
of electing a leader. 
Now Yoonjin Min will 
usher in a glorious 
age with the first 
ever dictatorship of 
the proletariat. The 
handpicked successor 
of Premier Jain, whose 
iPad Socialism helped 
usher in this great 
revolution, Comrade 
Min has worked for 
the party her entire 

life. The people have 
saluted her labors 
to strengthen the 
United Soviet Student 
Association over and 
over again.    
Comrade Min not 

only has an impres-
sive intellect with a 
2340 SAT score (Criti-
cal Reading 750, Math 
800, Verbal 790), her 
more than 9044 Face-
book pictures also 
show a great appre-
ciation of the fine 
arts. Our new premier 
will put these skills 
to use as she helps 

complete the revolu-
tion and begins the 
age of the all-pow-
erful United Soviet 
Student Association. 
However, she cannot 
do this without the 
support of the peo-
ple. Premier Min may 
not need your votes, 
but she demands your 
obedience.
 We must unite so 

that she can kindly 
and forcefully reed-
ucate ignorant stu-
dents, such as the 
one time usurper Pe-
ter Abraham. We must 

unite so that she can 
end the bourgeois 
propaganda known 
as the Thresher. We 
must unite so that 
she can replace the 
selfish will of the 
individual with all-
knowing committees. 
We must unite so 
that she can end the 
decadent consump-
tion of alcohol. We 
must unite under her 
banner so that she 
may crush the capi-
talist college gov-
ernments. We must 
unite.

The Revolution is here

The backpage is satire and is written by alex 

weinheimer and anthony lauriello. Email comments 

and questions to purple@rice.edu

united for yoonjin
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