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by Andrew Ta
Assistant News Editor

Two student organizations, Owl-
Spark and OwlSquad, are hoping 
they can bring exactly what Rice 
needs for a culture of entrepreneur-
ship. On Saturday, Jan. 26, OwlSquad 
will hold its first event, an entrepre-
neurship summit, to reach out to cu-
rious undergraduates and initiate an 
interest in business creation, accord-
ing to OwlSquad co-founder Allison 
Garza. OwlSpark is a startup acceler-
ator program that will happen each 
summer, she said.

OwlSquad and OwlSpark were both 
created to focus on undergraduates, 
Garza, a Duncan College junior, said.

“The OwlSpark team wanted to 
create an accelerator program at 
Rice, but there wasn’t the culture 
to facilitate it.” Garza said. “That’s 
where OwlSquad comes in. We are 
the community arm, the student arm 
that will foster that culture that will 
allow more teams to apply to Owl-
Spark. We wanted to bridge the gap 
between organizations.” 

Garza said she hopes the summit 
will attract at least 150 students but 
that OwlSquad had backup plans in 
case more showed up.

“This kind of event hasn’t been 
done before,” Garza said. “We want 
it to bring everyone together and al-
low Rice students to see what be-
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Baker College gets LEED Certification
2010 additions earn new Baker wing green rating

by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher StaFF

At the turn of Rice’s first centu-
ry, Baker College stands as the old-
est residential college on campus 
with its mix of century-old archi-
tecture and modern-day buildings. 
According to Director of Sustain-
ability Richard Johnson, the recent 
renovations to the new wing of 
Baker earned the college a Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental 
Design silver certification. 

LEED is a program used to rate 
the environmental performance of 
a building, Johnson said. 

“There are different levels of 
LEED certification,” Johnson said. 
“The highest is LEED platinum, 

followed by LEED gold, then LEED 
silver and, finally, the basic LEED 
certified.”

The LEED program allocates 
points based on various criteria 
and prerequisites for certification. 

The new Baker wing, whose con-
struction followed the completion of 
Duncan and McMurtry Colleges, was 
conceived in 2007, broke ground in 
2009 and was completed in August 
2010, Project Manager Larry Vossler 
said. The project included a com-
pletely renovated kitchen and serv-
ery in addition to a new residential 
building for Baker, Vossler said.

According to Housing and Din-
ing Senior Operations Manager for 
Lovett, Will Rice and Baker Col-
leges Brad Thacker, this project 

was scheduled around the calen-
dar year to reduce disruption to 
students.

According to Vossler, the new 
Baker wing was modeled after the 
newer residential colleges.

“Having the students live in 
Duncan and McMurtry was re-
ally helpful because it highlighted 
some unforeseen problems with the 
new building structure,” Vossler 
said. “We were able to correct these 
problems for the new wing in Baker 
and retroactively correct the issues 
in the newer colleges.”

Student feedback on energy sav-
ing, ineffective pooling of water and 
light sensors was taken into consid-
eration. According to Vossler, if a 
door or window was opened in a Mc-

Murtry dorm room, the air condition-
ing unit would turn off, proving to be 
an inconvenience for students. In the 
bathroom pods, the floors frequently 
collected water because of ineffec-
tive leveling of the floors. Lastly, the 
lights in McMurtry and Duncan were 
coordinated with wireless sensors, 
which frequently controlled multiple 
rooms. In the Baker wing, the sen-
sors were set up individually off-site, 
allowing them to control each spe-
cific room. 

Johnson said 89.8 percent of all 
waste collected during the process 
was recycled, amounting to a total of 
2,188 cubic yards of waste diverted 
from the landfill. The material was 
sorted and recycled off-site. 

APAC mulls  
alcohol rule 
changes

by Joey Capparella
Thresher Editorial StaFF

The Alcohol Policy Advisory 
Committee will continue its discus-
sion of alcohol-related issues this 
week in order to achieve a consen-
sus for its final report to be released 
to Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson Feb. 1.

APAC is equally made up of col-
lege presidents, chief justices and 
masters and was formed in order to 
present student feedback for poten-
tial changes to the alcohol policy. The 
recommendations will go through 
Dean of Undergraduates and the 
Board of Trustees for approval.

APAC member and Baker Col-
lege president Maria Pickett said 
various ideas have arisen as a 
result of discussions among the 
committee, including a hard liquor 
ban, an increase in the amount of 
training required for hosts and a 
cap on the number of people al-
lowed at private parties.

According to APAC member and 
McMurtry College president Peter 
Abraham, no final decisions have 
been reached on these issues.

“We did discuss a punch ban, but 
the hard liquor ban took precedence 
[in the discussion],” Abraham, a ju-
nior, said. “We haven’t made a deci-
sion either way.”

Pickett said the idea of insti-
tuting a maximum capacity for 
private parties would serve to 
further delineate between private 
and public events. Any party with  
more people than the determined 
maximum would be considered a 
public event, Pickett said.

Pickett confirmed that no con-
sensus had been reached on either 
issue and emphasized the educa-
tional component of the policy.

“Regardless of whatever poli-
cies we propose, we want to make 
sure chief justices have a support 
system and the training they need,” 
Pickett said. 

However, Pickett said she did not 
think the administration would take 
any drastic measures at this point.

“I don’t think campus will go 
dry,” Pickett said. “I think being a 
wet campus is part of our culture and 
changing that would drive people off 
campus and create potentially un-
safe situations.”

Hanszen College freshman Brett 
Leatherwood said he was glad APAC 
could provide student feedback to 
the administration.

“Even though it’s a tough situ-
ation, I think it’s good that they are 
going to listen to recommendations 
from students,” Leatherwood said. 
“My guess is that they’re going to try 
to get rid of all hard liquor. They’re in 
a tough situation with all the outside 
pressure that came after [Night of 
Decadence].”

0see baker, page 3

OwlSquad promotes entrepreneurial culture

0see owlsquad, page 3

Students climb a rock wall as part of an OwlSquad initiative to pro-
mote entrepreneurship at Rice. OwlSquad’s first summit is Saturday.

The newest addition to Baker College, completed in 2010, earned the college a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design silver certification. 
LEED considers factors like water efficiency, building materials, and heating and air conditioning controls. 
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SA elections 
need to play 

host to a wide 
array of  

candidates
Forms to run in the 2013 Student 

Association election are due this Tues-
day, and the Rice Thresher is hoping 
to see an election season featuring a 
multitude of possible candidates vying 
in highly competitive races for each 
elected position. 

Last year’s SA presidential election, 
won by Brown College senior Sanjula 
Jain, was contested by a freshman 
deemed too inexperienced to win, a sec-
ond candidate whose exorbitant prom-
ises, especially getting rid of tuition, 
did not gain the trust of the electorate 
and Jain, who won the election sound-
ly. However, this year, Rice and the SA 
are in need of a truly contested elec-
tion for the government’s top position. 
This would push the candidates to more 
deeply develop their platforms while 
running and would ultimately prepare 
the winner to do a better job in office. 

Ideally, this year’s presidential can-
didates will have the skills to oper-
ate with visibility and stewardship of 
the students’ desires. The SA needs 
to become a more central part of stu-
dent life at Rice, and a highly visible 
and charismatic president could help 
student government at Rice become 
a more valuable part of this campus. 
The SA president needs to be a lead-
er, not a bureaucrat. While many are 
qualified to effect change and lead 
the SA, Rice is ready for an SA presi-
dent who will truly lead the whole  
student body. 

Experience is another valuable trait 
for the SA’s next president. However, 
successful candidates need not have 
their government experience at Rice 
be limited to the SA. The idea of an 
“outsider” candidate with little expe-
rience within the SA but a fresh per-
spective could potentially overhaul 
a system that could certainly benefit 
from changes and infusion of a fresh 
leadership. The SA has a number of 
inefficient or irrational practices, such 
as the recent increase of the number of 
new student representatives from each 
college from three to six, which would 
be much more easily recognized and 
changed by a new pair of eyes. Specifi-
cally, candidates with experience in 
residential college government could 
have a dramatically positive effect on 
the SA. At Rice, college governments 
have a great effect on students’ lives, 
and a tenured member of college gov-
ernment would certainly be in touch 
with student desires. By being in touch 
with the students, having demonstrat-
ed ability to lead, and brandishing 
a brand-new point of view, a college 
government veteran could be the best 
candidate for SA president.

Regardless of who the candidates 
are, the Thresher hopes a competitive 
race ultimately yields the best choice 
for the role of SA president and the 
other executive positions. The demo-
cratic process can only take place if the 
students are offered an array of legiti-
mate and viable choices. 
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Rice Thresher Alcohol Policy Reccomendations
In consideration of the Alcohol Policy 

Advisory Committee’s planned release of its 
final report to Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson (see story, p. 1), the Thresher has 
come up with its own proposed revisions to 
the university’s alcohol policies. Each of the 
following alcohol policy recommendations 
will apply equally across all eleven residen-
tial colleges, eliminating any confusion or 
inequities for students across campus.

Private/Public party designations
As under the previous policy, all private 

parties are to be registered with the chief 
justice. A party must be registered as a pri-
vate party based on the number of guests 
and type of room. Under this proposal, the 
threshold number of guests after which the 
party must be registered as a private party 
is six for a single and increases by two for 
each additional resident of the room. Thus a 
double’s threshold is eight people, a quad’s 
is 12 people, a hex’s is 16 people, and an 
eight-person suite’s is 20 people. If a room 
contains more than this many people with 
alcohol present, the party must be regis-
tered. Even once a party is registered, the cap 
for maximum number of people allowed in a 
party is double that of the threshold amount. 
Thus an eight-person suite may not have 
more than 40 people present for a private 
party. Furthermore, registered private parties 
should have a chief or associate justice pres-
ent or checking-in at least once per hour.

There will also be a new designation for 
collective private spaces, as explained in last 
week’s staff editorial (Jan. 18, 2013). These 
spaces are those common areas which are 
shared by a number of students but are 
technically public. Spaces designated as col-
lective private spaces by the residential col-
lege’s government may be rented by a host 
and serve as the site of a party. This party 
would fall under the rules of a private party 
(such as it must be registered) and would 
have a maximum cap of attendees as deter-
mined by the residential college.

Education
There must be a vast educational initia-

tive associated with any new alcohol policy. 
Chief Justices should receive the training 
and support necessary to complete their 
jobs. Hosts should be required to undergo 
host, server and caregiver training before 
hosting a party. Finally, all incoming fresh-
men should receive full alcohol education 
during orientation week. A component of 
this education should be caregiver training 
for each student.

Liquor on campus
Liquor should not be permitted at regis-

tered private or public parties; this includes 
mixed liquor drinks such as punch. Thus 
liquor is only permitted to be consumed by 
students over the age of 21 in gatherings that 
do not meet the attendance threshold of be-
ing a private party.

Underage Drinking
To further limit unsafe alcohol consump-

tion by minors, there should be the institu-
tion of a heightened penalty for students 
purchasing alcohol for minors. Penalties 
should be assessed on a case-by-case basis 
but should have a baseline penalty of rusti-
cation. 

Drinking and Driving
While intoxicated driving has not been 

a widespread problem at Rice, a thorough 
evaluation of the alcohol policy should ad-
dress the issue since it is an issue that uni-
versities around the country contend with. 
RUPD should periodically place sobriety 
checkpoints for outgoing cars at entrance 
8 (the only entrance open past midnight) 
on weekend nights. The intent would not 
be to punish as much as to prevent intoxi-
cated students from driving off-campus. The 
simple presence of such a checkpoint would 
serve as a deterrent for drunken drivers try-
ing to leave campus and would be a service to 
Rice as well as the surrounding community.    

OnlinE CommEnts of thE wEEk
In response to “Residential college governments hold 
too much power” (Jan. 18 2013)

You make some valid points, but what it boils 
down to is that no one cares about Student Associa-
tion elections. Few people even know who is run-
ning for the elections, and few people vote in them. 
No one actually goes to the meetings. Am I wrong 
on this?

Anonymous

Rice student government is local. You live down 
the hall from your student leadership, eat lunch 
with them and hang out in the evenings. There is 
very little friction involved in interactions and usu-
ally very little overhead to getting small things done 

(compared to making an effort to find some Rice-
wide committee member who you have never met, 
lives clear across campus, and can’t make decisions 
anyway without running it by six other people and 
presenting it at a formal meeting). This is a good 
thing, as most of the issues dealt with are inher-
ently local to the individual colleges as well — dif-
ferent colleges have different layouts, personalities 
and expectations. Each has micro-climates within 
itself that are best understood by the members of 
the college. This is what makes Rice great — why 
would you want to homogenize everything into a 
bland gruel of interchangeable dorms governed 
from afar? Dictating required components of college 
shirts? Really? 

Rice Alum

“When you’re done with your work, post it on my wall ... I 
mean on Owlspace ...”
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Sustainability at Baker is not limited to 
the residential college building itself. The 
new Baker Kitchen employs a farm-to-fork-
to-farm process in which the kitchen buys 
produce from a local farmer and sends back 
scraps as compost, Manager of Communi-
cations for Facilities Engineering and Plan-
ning Susann Glenn said. In addition, the 
green roof provides produce and minimizes 
runoff, Glenn said. 

In 2006, Rice University made the com-
mitment to have every new building LEED 
certified, thanks to a student group project 
in ENST 302: Environmental Issues: Rice 
Into the Future, Johnson said. Since then, 
the goal has been to have every new build-
ing attain at least LEED silver certification. 

Sustainability can mean many things, 
but to Johnson, it involves having buildings 
stand the test of time. 

“My hope is that 100 years from now, the 
Baker College addition will have also aged 
just as gracefully and will have remained as 
functional as the original,” Johnson said. 
“Designing buildings that remain useful 
for over 100 years is at the heart of what it 
means to build sustainably.”

Associate Vice President for H&D Mark 
Ditman said this project increased Baker bed 
spaces from 207 to 248.

Ditman said it is our our responsibility 
as a community to live sustainably for the 
future. 

“We have to ask ourselves the question if 
we are willing to spend the extra money to 
create a sustainable situation that we may 
not directly benefit from,” Ditman said. “It is 
our moral imperative as a institute of higher 
education to support [these ventures] and to 
step up with dollars.”

Baker senior Christina Hughes, who is an 
EcoRep at the college, said the new addition 
added to the history of Baker. 

“In general, though, I think Baker feels 
a lot nicer since the renovations,” Hughes 

said. “I think it’s always had an old-school 
feel, but the face-lift has just made it more 
‘shiny’ and livable without taking away from 
the historic feel.”

Baker senior Alan Sosa lived in Duncan 
his freshman year and said he noticed dif-
ferences between the newer colleges and the 
new wing of Baker. 

“I lived on the third floor of [Duncan] in 
my freshman year and in the new wing of 
Baker my sophomore and senior year here 
at Baker,” Sosa said. “The differences are 
noticeable. [For one,] the bathrooms don’t 
flood [here].”

ing an entrepreneur entails. There will be 100 
entrepreneurs from around Houston [who] 
will be there to work with participants as they 
work in teams of five to create a pitch for their 
business. This isn’t a lecture workshop; it’s an 
interactive one.”

Garza said she wanted to clarify that the 
summit was not another business pitch com-
petition.

“You don’t come in with something pre-
pared. You have to go from nothing to a pitch 
in six hours,” Garza said. “We’re trying new, 
innovative ways to bring students into this en-
trepreneurship-friendly environment that we’re 
trying to build. Rice has awesome students, but 
why aren’t our graduates like Mark Zuckerberg? 
The goal is to take us outside of our problems 
and paper and make innovative, awesome 
ideas a reality.”

Rice does not currently have anything direct-
ed toward undergraduate entrepreneurs, accord-
ing to OwlSquad co-founder Isabel Scher.

“Rice students need to get internships and 
make connections with alumni who have seen 
it all,” Scher, a Wiess College freshman, said. 
“The Rice Alliance is for MBAs and is very ex-
clusive. They don’t reach out to undergraduates 
at all. The Rice Business Collaboration is more 
of a club whose members have small interac-
tions like lunches. People don’t have the time 
for small lunches. They’d rather devote half a 

day to really exploring entrepreneurship. Our 
vision for OwlSquad [is] these amazing events. 
We’ve reached out to these other organizations, 
though, to see how we can work with them.”

Garza said Vice President for Administra-
tion Kevin Kirby asked what prevented Rice 
graduates from being Zuckerbergs.

“For me, it was definitely the events at 
Rice that inspired my passion, but even with 
the passion, I hadn’t been exposed to the 
number of events that’s necessary to give me 
the experience to be a successful entrepre-
neur,” Garza said. 

Scher said she wanted more collaboration 
and enthusiasm from Rice students about en-
trepreneurship.

“I want Rice to become a place where people 
are energized about entrepreneurship and are 
bouncing ideas across campus,” Scher said. 
“At a college, you only know so many people; 
you need more interaction and collaboration. 
You need to engage the Houston community. I 
know that’s a very cliche statement, but a lot of 
Houston companies are looking for skilled, un-
paid labor, especially from Rice, to help solve 
Houston’s problems.”

The entrepreneurship summit will help 
gauge interest and influence OwlSquad’s fu-
ture, especially since this year is largely a trial 
for OwlSquad and OwlSpark, Scher said.

“We’re setting all the regular events,” Garza 
said. “We’re definitely in a [trial period]. At the 
end of the day, we’re only successful if we pro-
vide events that matter, [events] that students 
like and enjoy.”

Scher said OwlSquad and OwlSpark made 
Rice more competitive and that she and Garza 
were looking at other successful programs as 
examples. 

“There’s Tigerlabs at Princeton, [StartX at 
Stanford, i-lab at Harvard and Beehive at MIT],” 
Scher said. “Stanford is an entrepreneurship 
hub. If you want to do something right, you 
look at Stanford. They made a transforma-
tion; they have classes on entrepreneurship, 
they have accelerator programs. The [alumni] 
at Stanford are very connected and come back 
often to give talks. They have a vibrant online 
community. This is an example of what Owl-
Squad should be.”

According to Scher, OwlSquad should facili-
tate the transformation of Rice into an entre-
preneurship hub, something she said the Rice 
administration eagerly supported.

“They have so many different ways for stu-
dents to develop and take risks,” Scher said. 
“Undergrads are typically risk-averse. Being an 
entrepreneur is saying, ‘I’ll take on the finan-
cial risk and exploit this opportunity.’”

After the entrepreneurship summit, Owl-
Squad will stay connected with the undergrad-
uate population, Garza said.

“To be successful, we need a constant set of 
events,” Garza said. “At the end of this semester, 
we’re bringing Glowfest, who contacted us. What 
they do is throw this huge party with big names 
like Tiesto and Deadmau5 and then bring startups 
from around the nation to recruit in a career fair 
afterwards. 3 Day Startup is happening in March. 
There’s going to be another career fair, too.”

Rice has the potential to become a great 
school for entrepreneurship, Scher said.

“I’ve yet to meet a person who I’ve pitched 
the summit to who has said, ‘I’m not inter-
ested,’” Scher said. “It’s about reaching the 
students. I know they care and that they’re in-
terested. I don’t know how many there are, but 
we’ve already engaged at least 130 for the sum-
mit. I think they’re passionate; I hope they are. 
The summit isn’t about branding OwlSquad. 
It’s about empowering students.”

Brown College junior Salvatore Testa said 
he thinks opportunities for undergraduate 
entrepreneurship at Rice are currently ex-
panding.

“COLL207: Launch-Entrepreneurship taught 
by Bryan Hassan (Lovett ‘01) teaches students 
how to plan their own startups, culminating in 
a pitch day with actual [venture capitalists],” 
Testa said. “However, I find the student-driven 
initiative to form … OwlSpark to be the greatest 
and most tangible sign of a new wave of entre-
preneurial opportunity at Rice.”

Owlspark, as Rice’s first startup incubation 
program, will ignite Rice’s entrepreneurship 
spirit, according to Testa.

“Rice students will have a structured orga-
nization with the resources to help turn their 
innovative ideas into realities,” Testa said. 
“While Rice undergraduates in the past have 
started successful businesses during Rice’s 
previous century, most famously John Doerr, I 
believe this next century will see an explosion 
in the volume and quality of startups by our 
student body.”

0OWLSQUAD
 from page 1

0BAKER
 from page 1

by Joey Caparella
Local Editor

As of July 11, traveling from Houston to Chi-
na will become a lot easier. Last week, Hous-
ton’s Bush Intercontinental Airport announced 
that it would begin nonstop service to Beijing 
through Air China.

Air China spokesperson Lillibeth Bishop 
said Houston would be the fifth North Ameri-
can city to provide direct flights to Beijing, join-
ing New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco and 
Vancouver.

According to a release by the airport, the ser-
vice will start with four flights a week. One flight 
will depart from Houston at 1:40 a.m. and arrive 
in Beijing at 5 p.m. the next day; the other will 
depart from Beijing at 3 p.m. and arrive in Hous-
ton at 3:30 p.m. the same day, the release says.

Bishop said the nonstop flight would save 
a significant amount of time compared to the 
usual route of changing planes in Los Angeles 
or San Francisco.

“The nonstop flight from Houston to Beijing 
is approximately 12 hours,” Bishop said. “If you 
factor in the time it takes to get from Houston to 
Los Angeles plus layovers, you save more than 
three hours.”

Bishop said fares were not yet released but 
that there would be a price increase for non-
stop flights.

“There will be a significant difference,” 
Bishop said. “Time is money, and a nonstop 
flight saves you the inconvenience of chang-
ing planes.”

Bishop said Houston was chosen as a non-
stop destination for mainly economic and 
geographical reasons but that the city was 

also important in the history of China-U.S. 
relations.

“Houston was one of the cities that for-
mer leader of China Deng Xiaoping visited in 
his first visit to the U.S. in 1979,” Bishop said. 
“Houston was where China established its first 
consulate general ... the city holds a special 
significance to China.” 

Baker College junior Boyu Zhang, an in-
ternational student from Beijing, said this an-
nouncement was to be expected considering 
the increasing economic and educational ties 
between the U.S. and China.

Zhang also said a direct flight might make it 
easier for international students from China to 
return home over breaks.

“It should definitely encourage those who 
don’t go back that frequently to more readily do 
so,” Zhang said. “The days when people missed 

their connecting flight in [San Francisco] and 
thus had to wait until the next morning for the 
next available flight will be history.”

According to the Office of International 
Student Services, almost 50 percent of Rice’s 
more than 1,200 international students come 
from China.

Associate Vice Provost for International Ed-
ucation Adria Baker said international students 
are on their own for finding flights.

“The students have to be really organized for 
booking flights,” Baker said. “Anytime you can 
get a direct flight, it’s a good thing.”

Baker also noted Rice’s increasing connec-
tion with China.

“Expansion with China is a strategic part of 
the Vision for the Second Century,” Baker said. 
“Rice has gotten very popular in China. We’re 
famous there now.”

LEED CRITERIA

According to Johnson, some of the 
highlights that warranted a LEED cer-
tification are: 

■■■ Prefabricated restroom pods

■■■ Dual-flush toilets and low-flow 
shower heads

■■■ Access to natural daylighting in stu-
dent rooms

■■■ Motion-detecting light controls

■■■ Low-emission materials to improve 
indoor air quality

■■■ Heating, ventilation, air condition-
ing controls

■■■ Slag and fly ash to supplement con-
crete usage

■■■ Bricks from within 500 miles of the 
project site

■■■ 15.5% recycled materials

New flights travel directly from Beijing to Houston

NEWS IN BRIEF

Huntsman to speak at Baker Institute
On Thursday, Jan. 31, former U.S. 

Ambassador to China Jon Huntsman, a 
one-time candidate in the race for the 2012 
Republican presidential nomination, will 
speak at the Baker Institute Student Fo-
rum. The speech, entitled “America in 2013 
and Beyond: Challenges and Opportuni-

ties,” will take place at Baker Hall’s Kelly 
International Conference Facility 6-7:30 
p.m. The Rice community is invited to at-
tend, but attendees must send an RSVP to 
bisf@rice.edu.

— Molly Chiu

An argument between two students out-
side the library at Lone Star College-North 
Harris turned sour on Tuesday afternoon 
when 22-year-old student Carlton Berry 
drew a pistol and fired around 10 shots, 
injuring fellow student Jody Neal, 25, and 
maintenance worker Bobby Ray Cliburn, 
69. According to the Harris County Sheriff’s 
Office, the two victims and the shooter are 
recovering in local hospitals, and Berry 
has been charged with a felony for two 

counts of aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon. A fourth person was also hospi-
talized for an anxiety attack caused by the 
shooting. The sheriff’s office said more 
than 140 deputies and other law officers 
reported to the campus within minutes of 
the shooting. After being evacuated from 
campus, students resumed classes on 
Wednesday.

— Joey Capparella

Shots fired at Lone Star College

The Thresher is hiring!
http://jobs.financialaid.rice.edu/index.cfm
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There’s a second Vision for the Second Cen-
tury at Rice, joining President David Leebron’s 
as another guide for the future of the university.

This Tuesday, the Student Association pre-
sented the Student Vision for the Second Cen-
tury to Leebron, Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson and other university leaders.

The Student V2C has 10 points which focus 
on undergraduates and cover different aspects 
of Rice, SV2C Committee Co-Chair Kathleen 
Barker said. 

“We have 10 points … ranging from a lot of 
different areas of campus from academics to 
… wellness and balance to … the Rice identity 
and study abroad and what kinds of students 
we send out into the world,” Barker, a Brown 
College senior, said. “We, of course, talk about 
the residential colleges. We talk about finan-
cial accessibility ... so those are sort of the over-
arching things.”

The SV2C is centered around undergradu-
ates and undergraduate life, Barker said. 

“If you read Leebron’s V2C, there’s a point 
on undergraduates, and it is very, very good, 
and it has got a lot of interesting stuff in it,” 
Barker said. “But out of 10 points, [only] one 
focuses on undergraduates.”

Leebron said that the SV2C was consistent 
with his V2C.

“The students have obviously put a lot of 
thought into this, and formulated recommen-
dations that would serve Rice well in the long 
run,” Leebron said.

However, Leebron noted that there are a 
number of financial difficulties which the SV2C 
does not address.

“We will all need to work together to find 
out where money can be saved and revenues 
raised in order to undertake improvements and 
new ventures,” Leebron said.

Barker said one key aspect of the SV2C is a 
new Rice Memorial Center.

“There were a lot of … student-life re-
sources pieces and [pieces about] engag-
ing the wider Rice community as opposed 
to being very broken out between colleges,” 
Barker said. “The growing student population 
could really use a better space, a better space 
for clubs, a better space for … programs like 
Leadership Rice.” 

The SV2C also looks at the curriculum, 
stress level and wellness, Barker said. 

“We want to look at … the curriculum … to 
see if there’s a way to incorporate professional 
development [and] potentially look at whether 
you could, in terms of … stress level on campus 
and wellness, [make it] so that when people 
take four classes, that’s not necessarily viewed 
negatively,” Barker said.

Getting more students engaged and bol-
stering university pride are also in the works, 
Barker said.

“In terms of Rice engagement and Rice pride, 
there are ways that you can just … promote stu-
dents,” Barker said. “We thought the Centennial 
was a really great model of getting students re-
ally engaged …. To do more programs like that ... 
could be really great for the university.”

The idea of the SV2C was originated last 
year, under the leadership of former Stu-
dent Association president Georgia Lagoudas 
(Lovett ’12), Current Student Association Presi-
dent Sanjula Jain said. 

“[Lagoudas] was … just reflecting upon her 
experience at Rice, and with the role of presi-
dent, you’re constantly talking to your officers 
[about] new projects,” Jain said. “She noticed it 
would be cool for everyone to reflect upon the 
things they saw for Rice while moving forward.”

To read the full report, visit sa.rice.edu/sv2c.

Committee presents SV2C 
to university leadership

by Sana Yaklur
Thresher Staff

On Jan. 31, from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m., stu-
dents will celebrate the beginning of the 
100-day countdown to graduation at 100 
Days, a party hosted by Rice’s Senior Com-
mittee, which will take place at Hughes Han-
gar, according to 100 Days Committee Chair 
Claire Garney.

“100 Days is celebrated because it is a way 
to get people excited about graduation and 
also emphasize the value placed on friend-
ships that have been made over the past four 
years,” Garney, a Baker College senior, said. 
“It’s a way to have one more party with your 
best friends before you leave Rice. It is also a 
chance for an event that is similar to a public 
party but held off campus.”

100 Days is not exclusively for seniors, 
according to Garney.

“The gastro-lounge [Hughes Hangar] is 
opening its doors to 18-year-olds,” Garney 
said. “This year, we are really pushing for 
the underclassmen to come.”

According to Senior Committee Chair Ju-
lianne Roberson, the celebration is a good 
way for underclassmen to see what Houston 
has to offer.

The Senior Committee is a fundraising 
group composed of senior representatives 
that puts on other events throughout the year 
like Senior Toast in the fall and Senior Gala in 
the spring, according to Roberson.

Based on numbers from previous years, 
about 800 people are expected to attend, ac-
cording to Garney. However, the budget for 
this year’s 100 Days was higher than that of 
previous years.

“Due to an increase in safety concerns, we 
felt the need to hire more buses to transport 
students, more police officers, and we were 
unable to work with [Rice Emergency Medical 
Services] and instead hired an outside ambu-
lance service to staff the event,” Garney said.

The senior committee hopes to make a 
small profit from the event, which would go 
toward Senior Gala, Garney and Roberson, a 
Sid Richardson College senior, said. 

To get students to the event, the senior 
committee will be offering a bus service to 
and from Hughes Hangar, Garney said.  

Students can buy tickets to 100 Days 
from their college representatives at lunch 
or online until the day of the event. Tickets 
bought in advance cost $20, and tickets at 
the door cost $25. VIP tickets, available for 
those over 21 years of age, cost $35. Accord-
ing to Garney, being a VIP comes with a lot 
of perks.

“VIP tickets will get you a special area 
and dance space,” Garney said. “Through-
out this space, you will have cocktail servers 
running around so you don’t have to wait in 
line at your special bar. Also, you are able to 
get on an earlier bus reserved for VIP ticket 
holders that will arrive at the venue in order 
to have more time before the crowds. One 
last perk is that we will have a raffle from 
among the VIP tickets.”

According to Roberson, Hughes Hangar is 
the best part of the celebration.

“The venue is really cool: It has an indoor 
space and a huge outdoor patio,” Roberson 
said. “The way that the club is laid out is 
really special. It’s different from what most 
Rice students are used to.”

Duncan College senior Drew Moore said 
he agreed that the venue is a draw.

“I’m excited that it will be a venue on 
Washington Street, which is where most of 
Houston’s night life is,” he said. “Rice kids 
always choose Midtown over Washington, 
unfortunately.”

Moore has not gone to 100 Days in previ-
ous years, but he will go this year, he said.

“My friends didn’t go in previous years, 
so I didn’t either, but I did want to go last 
year, but couldn’t,” he said. “Being a senior 
factors into the decision to go this year.”

100 Days counts down 
to graduation with party

RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Jan. 16, 2013 - Jan. 20, 2013.

Residential Colleges
Baker College

Other Buildings
Rice Memorial Center
Humanities Building

Other Locations
Off campus at Rice Blvd. and 
Kirby Dr.
West Lot

Jan. 20

Jan. 17
Jan. 20 

Jan. 17

Jan. 18

Prohibited items in room (candles) 
trigger a fire alarm, student referred 
to Student Judicial Programs.

Graffiti
Public intoxication, student re-
ferred to SJP

Driving under the influence cleared 
by adult arrest
DUI, cleared by adult arrest

POINTS OF 
STUDENT V2C

■■■ Cultivate academic excellence

■■■ Strengthen Rice identity

■■■ Preserve financial accessibility

■■■ Expand student life resources

■■■ Promote wellness and balance

■■■ Foster collaborative relationships

■■■ Engage community beyond hedges

■■■ Build innovative leaders

■■■ Empower dynamic scholars

■■■ Advance residential college system
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In just over 30 minutes, attendees of the 
Jan. 22 Scientia colloquium listened to Yousif 
Shamoo, James Pomerantz, K. Jane Grande-
Allen and Marcia Brennan while gaining an 
appreciation for the tireless heart valve, ques-
tioning their perception of reality, learning 
the power of creative expression at the end 
of one’s life and discovering similarities be-
tween the functioning of society and of a cell. 

Scientia, an annual lecture series founded 
in 1981, aims to bring together the Rice com-
munity to explore a topic from a variety of per-
spectives, according to Scientia Director and 
professor of anthropology Susan McIntosh.

For this year’s theme, “The Power of Ideas,” 
four speakers from different departments 
across campus were each given five minutes to 
speak on a topic they found intriguing.

Martel College freshman Rachel Sterling 
said she liked the conciseness of the lectures 
and that they were a perfect break from her 
homework that afternoon.

“Even though it was short, I was exposed 
to a lot of new ideas,” Sterling said. “It was a 
little bit like a TED talk.”

Sterling said her favorite speaker was 
Shamoo, a professor of biochemistry and cell 
biology, who discussed the change in scien-
tists’ understanding of biological systems. Al-
though he learned as an undergrad that a cell 
was like a factory assembly line, he said sci-
entists now understand biological processes 
to be more dynamic and complex, much like 
the Internet.

“Our social values and culture move hand 
in hand with science and technology,” Sham-
oo said. “These new ways of thinking have 
completely transformed the field of biology, 
and I’m sure that 30 years from now, there will 
be equally transformative revelations.”

Pomerantz, a professor of psycholorgy, 
said he wanted to challenge the audience’s 
perception of the world.

“We create a neural model of the world 
around us,” Pomerantz said. “It need not re-
semble the world; it only needs to correlate 
with it.”

Pomerantz said the color yellow is simply 
the product of certain neurons firing in our 
brain and that it only exists in the physical 
world as a wavelength.

“We are prisoners in our own mental archi-
tecture,” Pomerantz said. “You want to know 
what reality is really like? Forget about it.”

While our neurons may be unreliable, 
other parts of our bodies, such as our heart 
valves, are biological marvels, according to 
associate professor of bioengineering Grande-
Allen.

“The heart valve is the most mechanically 
active tissue,” Grande-Allen said. “With each 
cycle of our heart, the heart valves slam shut 
with enough force that [the noise] can be 
heard outside our bodies as a heartbeat.”

Grande-Allen said recent research has 
found heart valve tissue to be dynamic and 
responsive to mechanical stimulations, chal-
lenging long-held beliefs about anatomy. 
These developments will be important for 
understanding and treating heart-related dis-
eases such as myxoid degeneration, which 
affects one in 20 men around the age of 60, 
she said.

The experiences shared by associate pro-
fessor of religious studies and art history 
Brennan encouraged the audience to see 
medicine from a completely different per-
spective.

For four years, Brennan has worked as an 
artist in residence at the MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, where she helps dying patients tran-
scribe the memory of something they love into 
a handmade paper journal.

“I work to create human connection across 
a formidable gulf of separation,” Brennan 
said. “With an open heart, the patients find 
heightened awareness, and their trauma can 
be profoundly intertwined with visions of 
beauty, joy and love.”

What’s your 
name? What do 
you do at Rice?

KRISTA COMER: I am a professor of English and the 
assistant director for the Center for the Study of Women, 
Gender and Sexuality.
JOSÉ ARANDA: I am a professor of English and Hispanic 
studies. I teach classes on Mexican-American literature and 
was a chair for Hispanic studies.

How were you 
chosen to be a 
master? How long 
did the process 
take? 

Why did you want 
to be a master 
again?

What do you hope 
to accomplish as a 
master at Brown? 

What do you 
plan on bringing 
to the Brown 
community? Any 
special skills or 
activities?

BOTH: We began applying to be [masters] at [Brown 
College] in October of the past semester. We went through 
two rounds of interviews which were concluded in early 
December. Throughout this time, we were frequently at 
Brown for meals and supported Brown in athletic events. 

BOTH: We loved being masters at [Baker College] because 
it’s great to be on campus and to be involved in campus 
life. As masters, we have a mix of responsibilities, [which 
include] administrative and residential life. 

BOTH: We found that as masters, we can intersect what we 
do in the classroom and campuswide. We are fortunate to be 
a part of the conversation. 

BOTH: We notice that [across Rice], there are a lot of 
[science] majors. We hope, since both of us are humanities 
professors, we can learn from each other. We hope to 
promote conversation about literature, film and art. This is 
our 19th year here at Rice, and we are excited to celebrate 
Brown’s 50th anniversary in the upcoming years together. 

Why Brown? Why 
did you leave 
Baker?

BOTH: We love to interact with students and student 
leadership within the residential colleges. We started out 
at Rice as associates at Wiess [College] and were masters 
at Baker from 2004 to 2010. Through our years [at Rice], we 
have made a lot of friendships both with the student body 
and with administration.

Do you have kids? 
Do you have pets? 
If so, what are 
their names?

What do you do 
for fun?

What kind of music 
do you listen 
to? What’s your 
favorite TV show?

What was your 
most awkward 
college moment?

BOTH: We do not have any pets. We have two sons: Benito 
and Jesse. Benito is 18 and is currently taking a gap year in 
Brazil. He will matriculate at Rice in the fall. Jesse is 15 and is 
a freshman in high school.

BOTH: We love to go to shows, [go to] the beach, swim, and 
walk around Houston. 

ARANDA: One of my favorite [pastimes] is reading 
novels [and watching films] about zombies. I also love 
’80s music.

COMER: I think the most awkward thing here at Rice is 
the day after Beer Bike. You see the most interesting 
things on campus then … and students don’t remember 
their actions the day after, but you do.
ARANDA: For my first Beer Bike, I got a mohawk and 
painted my hair along with the students. Many [of the 
people in the] administration were shocked to see me 
with my hair in [such a fashion].

Mental health 
support is a hot 
topic right now. 
How do you think 
a master should 
respond to a 
student in need?

COMER: I actually volunteered for the task force. It is 
important to continue this conversation with everyone. 
We know from past experiences that masters are deeply 
involved in [the] health and well-being of our students. 
We take mental health very seriously and hope to help 
resolve issues in the long term.

What’s your 
favorite college 
cheer?

Any other aspects 
of Rice that you 
want to highlight? 

BOTH:  We were around for the creation of a cheer at Baker. 
Specifically, the cheer is “Baker loves meat” and is ironic 
because the Baker head chef is vegetarian.

COMER: We love the [Housing and Dining] on campus 
and the support the staff gives to Rice. For example, 
during Hurricane Ike, the staff was here, on campus, with 
the students, dedicated to their jobs. They left their own 
families and were here for our students, which to me sent a 
big message about how much they care about Rice.

Brown College’s new masters Krista Comer and José Aranda
(with son Jesse)

Brown picks new masters
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Scientia panelists offer 
insight at lightning speed
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Edward M. “Ted” Anderson, assistant profes-
sor of art history and Will Rice College associate, 
died last week. He was 46.

Anderson had been an associate at Will Rice 
for about four years. He came to Will Rice for 
lunch with his dog at least once or twice a week. 
He hosted Orientation Week lunches for fresh-
men regularly and was dearly loved at Will Rice, 
according to Will Rice College Coordinator Joyce 
E. Courtois. 

Will Rice senior Kylee Talwar said Anderson 
was very caring. According to Talwar, Anderson 
was often seen chatting with students in Will 
Rice’s game room. She said he was extremely 
passionate about opera and loved to share his 
thoughts on the subject.

Anderson began teaching at Rice in 2006 and 
became an assistant professor of humanities 
three years later, according to the Department of 
Art History website. He received his bachelor’s 
degree from the University of California, Berkeley, 
a Master of Arts from Middlebury College and a 
doctorate from the University of Cambridge. His 
scope of study focused on Italian early modern 
culture, especially the intersection of literature 
and music. His book manuscript, Ariosto, Opera, 
and the Seventeenth Century — Evolution in the Po-
etics of Delight, was just accepted for publication 
at a prestigious Florentine publishing house, ac-
cording to Department of Art History Chair Diane 
Wolfthal.  

“He led the medieval [and] early modern 
workshop on campus with tremendous organiza-
tion and grace,” Wolfthal, who is also the David 
and Caroline Minter Chair in Humanities, said.  
“He was due to speak in a symposium I organized 
at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston.”

According to Wolfthal, Anderson was popular 
among the students. She said he put tremendous 
energy into his students and into enhancing col-
legiality on campus. 

Assistant professor of art history Leo Costello 
said he remembered the time he and Anderson 
were both in Rome. 

“He always spoke Italian passionately and 
loudly,” Costello said. “He loved his research on 
Italian operas.”

Will Rice sophomore Cara Sylvester took An-
derson’s HUMA 102: From Renaissance to Pres-
ent: Introduction to Western Literature, History 
and Philosophy. She said Anderson’s class gave 
her an opportunity to examine complicated prob-
lems with new approaches.

“I really feel that Ted was an outstanding ex-
ample of the Rice 'Unconventional Wisdom' in 
that he truly encouraged us to think out of the box 
and helped us to actually engage with the texts in 
our class discussions, applying them to our own 
experiences,” Sylvester said.

Bradley Houston (Baker ’10) said it was Ander-
son who inspired him in his decision to major in 
art history. 

“[Anderson] used to hold a dinner party for ev-
ery course he taught at the end the semester—that 
was where I knew him personally,” Houston said. 
“He knew the potentials of his students and al-
ways encouraged his students to be themselves.”

Wolfthal said Anderson was a gentle, thought-
ful and passionate man.

“We lament the loss of a wonderful person,” 
Wolfthal said. “We remember his many fine quali-
ties. He will be sorely missed.”

Art history professor 
passes away at age 46

by Molly Chiu
News Editor

Students who believe they live environmen-
tally friendly lifestyles are being put to the test. 
College EcoReps have organized the Green Dorm 
Initiative, a three-week-long, campuswide com-
petition aimed at raising environmental aware-
ness, according to EcoRep Chair Brian Strasters.

The competition runs Jan. 28 to Feb. 17, and 
each week of the competition has a theme: 
energy, water or waste. Students participate 
by taking a 10-question quiz at the start of the 
week on Sunday. They then track their energy 
usage on an Excel spreadsheet, recording in-
formation such as how long they leave the 
lights on and the length of their shower, Stras-
ters, a Lovett College junior, said. 

Points will be awarded for environmentally 
friendly energy usage, and the top scorers across 
campus at the end of the week will win prizes. 
Bonus points will be awarded for extra green ac-
tivities, such as visiting the Rice Farmers Market. 
Although everyone who participates in this com-
petition will win a prize, Strasters said the college 
with the most points at the end of the competition 
will win the grand prize: a catered dinner from 
Housing & Dining.

The GDI began in 2010, but after taking a year 
off, the EcoReps have retooled the program, ex-
panding it to include more students — off-campus 
students can now participate — and engaging the 
residential colleges in competition, according to 
GDI Committee Chair Christina Hughes.

Hughes, the Baker College EcoRep, said 
the GDI is especially important for Rice stu-
dents because the majority of students live 
on campus and are not in charge of their own 
energy bills.

“We have the unique problem that most stu-
dents don’t see their utilities bills or realize how 
much of an environmental impact they make on 
a daily basis,” Hughes said. “The Green Dorm 
Initiative offers students a chance to be ‘graded’ 

on their living habits to see where they are doing 
well and what they can improve on in their habits 
to be more efficient and have less of an [environ-
mental] impact.”

McMurtry College EcoRep Sena McCrory said 
students could be wasting energy on a daily basis 
without even realizing it. 

“Simple things like leaving the lights on 
in an empty room, leaving unused chargers 
plugged in and washing your laundry in hot 
water instead of cold result in significant en-
ergy wastes,” McCrory said. “In GDI, we also 
focus on less-known energy saving choices like 
avoiding fried food, eating less meat and buy-
ing used items instead of new.”

Hughes said she hopes students who partici-
pate in GDI will learn how to make their daily rou-
tine more environmentally friendly.

“While an event like [GDI] might not have a 
measurable impact in the short term, the goal 
of the event is to promote lifestyle changes that 
will have a long-term impact and hopefully save 
Rice — and the students — money through im-
proving residential energy and water efficien-
cy,” Hughes said.

Green competition raises 
environmental awareness

“I really feel 
that Ted was an 
outstanding ex-
ample of the Rice 
‘Unconventional 
Wisdom’ in that he 
truly encouraged 
us to think out of 
the box.”

- Cara Sylvester

Photo courtesy Rice 
News and Media

Edward Anderson The goal of this event 
is to promote lifestyle 
changes that will have 
a long-term impact 
and hopefully save 
Rice — and students 
— money.

Christina Hughes
Baker College ’13
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Thresher StaFF

The members of Rice University Emergency 
Medical Services usually have little time for small 
talk. Their on-the-job interactions are almost al-
ways with people in distress, and this often-thank-
less job leaves these people in uniform anony-
mous. Still, these Rice students manage their 
schoolwork and their lifesaving responsibilities 
with impressive tact. A few REMS members told 
me their stories and talked about how they have 
become involved with Rice’s more than two-de-
cade-old first-responder organization. Students on 
REMS are still on alert throughout the day, ready to 
help as soon as they’re needed.

Karen Li
Wiess College junior Karen Li, who is ma-

joring in psychology and biochemistry, is one  
such student.

“I wanted to join EMS to get some hands-on 
experience treating patients, learn some valuable 
skills that can help save someone’s life, and active-
ly and directly do something that can benefit other 
Rice students,” Li said.

When Li is on duty, she must contact whomev-
er was on duty before her, retrieve the REMS cart, 
radio and pager from him, and relieve him of duty. 
She then drives to the Rice University Police De-
partment to sign out the keys to the cart under her 
name before examining the REMS bags and doing 
a quick inventory check. If anything is missing, Li 
must restock before setting off on her day.

After this preparatory work, Li continues with 
her day as she otherwise would, going to class, eat-
ing lunch, doing homework and talking to friends. 
The only restricted activities are anything that 
would require her to get out of her uniform, such 
as exercising or leaving campus. Li said she also 
tries to sit toward the back of classrooms while 
she’s on duty in case she receives a call.

In the event that she gets a call, Li’s pager alerts 
her to the details of the situation telling her where 
to go and the emergency she will be facing. She 
then turns on her radio, informs RUPD and the “In-
Charge” — one of the officers who run the REMS 
program — that she’s on her way and then tries 
to reach the scene as quickly as possible. Usually, 
the In-Charge is already present, and Li’s role is to 
help with any task within her range of abilities, as 
measured by her certification. She is certified to 
take vitals, keep the patient calm and help with 
necessary paperwork. Once the student has been 
helped, Li helps clean up the scene, debrief and 
carry on with her day.

“The number of calls I get during that 12-hour 
shift can range drastically,” Li said. “I’ve had days 
with zero calls and days with five or more.”

While Li is not special-events trained, which is 
required for duty at a party or similar event, she 
said that shift is generally more hectic and pres-
sure-filled than daytime duty. Most Emergency 
Medical Technicians also get more one-on-one pa-
tient interaction at parties.

“Being on EMS has given me a lot of exposure 
to what it is like to be in emergency situations,” 
Li said. “It has been really rewarding since I feel 
like I have real medical skills that can benefit my  
own peers.”

Alex Hilser
Since his freshman year, McMurtry College ju-

nior Alex Hilser has been a consistent member of 
REMS and came into the program with previous 
interest and experience.

“I started with the fire department back in 
New York when I was in high school,” Hilser said. 
“[When I came to Rice], I was a certified first-
responder, but not an EMT. So, I got into the first 
EMT Basic class I could, got my national certifica-
tion and joined REMS.”

Hilser explained that REMS only takes on mem-
bers with EMS Basic training or higher and that the 
Rice program provides the necessary training for 
that certification each year. Hilser himself is cur-
rently certified EMS Intermediate, which means he 
has the ability to administer more treatments and 
has undergone more training than the nearly 500 
hours required for EMS Basic.

“Every month, we offer additional classes for 
further education,” Hilser said. “Classes include 
subjects like hazardous materials.”

Even the most basic commitment is substan-
tial, Hilser explained.

“At minimum, you must maintain your certifi-
cation, work 48 hours with an outside ambulance 
service and volunteer at least two 12-hour shifts a 
month,” Hilser said.

Still, even within the organization, the commit-
ment ranges. Hilser said some of the leaders of the 
organization will likely spend nearly an additional 
school-year worth of hours with the program.

Hilser was abroad last semester, but he is 
quickly picking up where he left off within REMS.

“I’m currently working an average of two shifts 
a week,” Hilser said.

Hilser is currently studying kinesiology and 
intends to go into medicine upon graduation, but 
one of the most interesting aspects of the REMS 
program is that not every student in the organiza-
tion is currently pre-med or intends to enter a med-
icine-related field in the future, Hilser explained.

Faroukh Mehkri
Offering another perspective, recent graduate 

Faroukh Mehkri (Martel ’12) shared his experi-
ences with REMS. While at Rice, Mehkri was the 
public relations and communications lieuten-
ant, and he now works as a reserve lieutenant 
for the program and helps out when needed at  
special events.

Mehkri has deferred his acceptance into medi-
cal school for a year and has remained in the 
Houston area and maintained a close relationship  
with REMS.

“I’ll be working at the Will Rice [College] public 
party this weekend,” Mehkri said.

But his relationship with the program extends 
beyond helping out as a reserve at specific events. 
In fact, he has been helping train new EMT Basics 
this semester and hosted workshops.

Mehkri then explained how REMS is also part 
of a larger network of collegiate medical service 
organizations.

“We belong to a group known as the National 
Collegiate Emergency Medical Services Founda-
tion,” Mehkri said.

Mehkri further clarified that the range of 
services offered by student EMS services varies 
greatly depending on the university. Some uni-
versities, like Rice, offer first-responder services, 
while others serve as transporter organizations, 
which bring students to nearby hospitals. The 
distinctions are based on the universities’ allot-

ted resources and the associated liabilities of 
such programs.

Mehkri is among the majority of REMS mem-
bers pursuing a career in the medical field, but he 
does not cite the medical or technical components 
of the job as the most important aspect learned 
from the program.

“I think that the most valuable thing I 
learned from the program was lead-
ership,” Mehkri said. “It gives 
[students] self-confidence gradu-
ating from Rice as leaders. Even 
students that aren’t necessarily 
natural-born leaders coming into 
the program leave as stronger and 
more confident leaders.”

Reed Thornburg contributed to 
this article.

Behind the Sirens

elena lacey/thresher

Personal stories of Rice EMTs and how they became involved with Rice EMS

FEAR NOT STUDENT!!! 
I’VE BEEN TRAINED 
TO ROLL YOU ONTO 

YOUR SIDE!!

BLUURPGG... DONT CALL 
FINE, IM EMS... I MEAN.. 

HEHEEEE
HINT: YOU SHOULD 
ALWAYS CALL EMS!
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After last spring’s Hello Hamlet, Wiess Col-
lege Tabletop still has the parody slot covered 
with its new one-act, The Brothers Grimm 
Spectaculathon. Though the cast and crew are 
mostly underclassmen still new to the world of 
college theater, they have created a fast-paced 
romp through all the classic fairy tales, with 
jokes about current events and college life set 
to raise chuckles from Rice audiences.

David Zoldis’ “spectaculathon” presents it-
self as a mixture of a play, a television program 
and a bedtime story on Ritalin that attempts to 
act out all 209 of the Brothers Grimm stories, 
including “Hansel and Gretel,” “Rapunzel” 
and “Cinderella,” with only two narrators and 
five actors. By donning di1erent wigs, the ac-
tors change from prince to villain, witch to 
princess, and sometimes even man to woman 
or vice versa. But be prepared: Not all of the ac-
tion is contained on Wiess’ stage. The melting 
witches, dying princes and flurried narrators 
sometimes burst into the audience with even 
more break-neck, in-your-face comedy.

Overall, the actors do a fantastic job cov-
ering so many parts while bringing a new ac-
cent or physicality to each role. A show with so 
much slapstick humor would quickly die were 
the ensemble unable to adapt and keep the au-
dience engaged. Even when speaking with a 
British accent or fake swooning, the cast mem-
bers make sure their voices carry to every corner 
of the Wiess Commons. 

Most of the time, all seven actors work to-
gether as an ensemble, playing o1 each other’s 
vocal and physical cues, but there are moments 
when the two narrators, Wiess freshmen Vicky 
Comesanas and Sean Doyle, lose their connec-
tion with the rest of the cast. It becomes di2cult 
to see the di1erence between the two narrators 

and the evil enchantress and to decide whether 
the audience should be laughing with the nar-
rators or at them. Much of this problem stems 
from uneven pacing throughout the production. 
At the beginning, the narrators rush through 
their opening monologues, barely leaving the 
audience enough time to relish their introduc-
tory jokes and adjust to the narrators’ role in 
the upcoming spectacle of mashed-up fairy 
tales. But by the end, many of the actors begin 
to show the wear from this demanding show, 
and although I appreciated their e1orts, I felt 
exhausted just watching Wiess junior Ian Bott 

continuously switch from wig to wig to Prince 
Charming crown in “Cinderella.” However, with 
the feedback of a full house of laughing Rice 
students, hopefully this talented and energetic 
cast will let the audience pause from time to 
time to enjoy the witty writing and the actors’ 
added comedic touches.

The bare set gives the actors plenty of room 
to prance and fight, allowing the audience to 
imagine them in both the Grand Canyon and 
the desert surrounding Rapunzel’s tower. At 
some points, the set also contributes to the 
slapdash, rushed feeling that weaves through 

the show. Because all of the costumes are pres-
ent onstage, the actors have to rush on and dart 
awkwardly behind the narrators to exchange 
their hats and wigs. That this madness occurs 
every few moments on stage right distracts from 
the more calculated hilarity on center stage. 
Still, the lighting works well to create di1erent 
moods and present the looming shadow of the 
dreaded Mouse over the Grimm brothers’ origi-
nal stories.

While not the most polished show on cam-
pus, Wiess’ The Brothers Grimm Spectacu-
lathon is certainly a spectacle and comedy 
show worth experiencing. Maybe it is the per-
fect excuse to laugh a little before the rest of the 
semester picks up and the narrators’ jabs about 
writing college term papers become all too true.
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Wiess Tabletop:  
The Brothers Grimm  

Spectaculathon

B
Directed by: Max Payton
Now Playing: Today, tomorrow and Jan. 27 at 
8 p.m.
Price: $4 Rice students, $8 faculty and general 
admission
The rundown: The Brothers Grimm Spectacu-
lathon is an energetic one-act that attempts to 
run through all the Brothers Grimm stories.

CELEBRATEART
Celebrate thrift shop clothing and acous-
tic musicians, scavenger hunts and pho-
tobooths, juried art galleries and on-site 
sketching. The free, second annual Celebrat-
eART Festival takes place today and tomor-
row in and around the Rice Memorial Center. 
The event lineup includes Kinda Sketchy; 
Jess Walker; Jesus, the Crazy, and the Bad 
Kids; a craft couture show and an art gallery 
reception.
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THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 

outside the hedges, both around 
Rice and in the Houston area, for 

this week.
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In an unassuming strip mall o1 of Richmond 
Avenue in Upper Kirby is a trendy tapas bar that 
o1ers an excellent happy hour and dining se-
lection. Oporto Cafe is a small food and wine 
bar with a sophisticated, European atmosphere 
complete with mood lighting and art hanging 
on the walls. 

Chef Richard Di Virgilio’s Portuguese-
Italian heritage has a clear influence on the 
menu, with drinks such as caipirinha — made 
of lime; cachaca, a fermented sugarcane li-
quor; and crushed ice — and desserts like the 
Pastel de Nata, a lemon custard pastry famous  
in Portugal.

Happy hour is a must. From 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, a range of tapas is 
available for $3 each. 

The tapas menu includes dishes like the 
sun-dried tomato hummus with pita and the 
chicken curry empanadas. The smoked salmon 
and goat cheese crostini was my favorite, along 
with the mushrooms a la plancha.

For $5, Oporto also o1ers paninis, including 
the prosciutto, fig preserve and mozzarella, and 
flatbreads, such as the spanish chorizo, cilantro 
and manchego for those looking for a more 
filling meal. The prices and family-style pre-
sentation make it possible for a table to order 
a variety of options for everyone to taste. 

The drinks include the standard discounted 
beer, wine and well liquor drinks. Also o1ered 
are specialty cocktail deals on sangria, caipir-
inhas, margaritas and mojitos. With over 50 
wines from all over the world o1ered by the 

glass, as well as a range of beers and other 
drinks, there is something exotic for everyone to 
try. Though I usually enjoy simple well liquors, 
the sangria is a sweet wine-flavored alternative 
sold at $3 a glass. The woman at the table next 
to mine, however, complained and returned her 
mojito, citing its watered-down limonade fla-
vor, which tasted bereft of any rum.

Wi-Fi and laptop outlets make Oporto a 
great place to come during the day to work on 
homework and choose from a range of soups, 
salads and sandwiches from its lunch menu. 

Even when it is not happy hour, the 
prices are reasonable, with $6 lunch tapas 
and sandwiches averaging $9 each. Be care-
ful about your choices, though: the empa-
nadas were a disappointment — $7 for two  
tiny savory pastries.

Sharable desserts like the Bolo de Bo-
lacha, a Portuguese twist on tiramisu, pair 
nicely with the coffee cocktails, which are 
served at any time of the day.

The Portuguese coffee with amarguinha 
almond liqueur is to die for; and the Kioke 
(a brandy), Kahlua and espresso drink is the 
perfect blend of bitter and creamy.

Seating is limited during peak hours, so 
it is worth trying to get to Oporto for happy 
hour early. Plan on staying a while to get a 
full sample of the various tapas and drinks 
this place has to offer. 

If you decide to go at an off time, such as 
at 2 p.m., you can expect special attention 
from the friendly waiters who know every de-
tail about the Portuguese-Italian flavors the 
menu has to offer.

Happy hour to study sessions, Oporto is a good pick

Wiess Tabletop returns with a Grimm spectacle

Oporto Cafe

A-
Phone Number: (713) 621-1114
Location: 3833 Richmond Avenue
Price: $$
Recommended Menu Items: Smoked salm-
on and goat cheese crostini, mushrooms a 
la plancha, sangria
The rundown: Bring your laptop and make 
studying marginally more pleasant by 
enjoying Oporto’s free Wi-Fi along with its 
discounted tapas and drinks at its Monday 
through Friday happy hour.
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Ellen Trinklein
Thresher Staff

At 7 p.m. on Jan. 18, McMurtry College hosted 
a meeting of 22 students: six writers, four directors 
and 12 actors. With only the Rice Players’ thematic 
guideline off which to work, these students wrote, 
directed and performed four one-act plays within 
24 hours. The theme of this year’s fourth annual 
Play in a Day event: “I can’t feel my (blank)!” 

According to producers Rachel Landsman 
and Maggie Sulc, the event is divided into three 
sections: writing, directing and acting.

Writers have from 8 p.m. until 6:30 a.m. the 
next day to create a 10-minute, one-act play. 
From 6:30 a.m. until 8 a.m., directors take over to 
choose plays and to create a vision. From 8 a.m. 
until  7 p.m., actors work with directors to learn 
their parts and to make the play a reality. 

Play in a Day gives students who are novice 
actors the chance to experiment in theater, and 
gives students who are already comfortable on 
stage the chance to try different roles. 

“I got into theater by doing this kind of event,” 
Sulc, a Martel College senior, said. “I like it be-
cause it gives Rice students the opportunity to try 
theater without the same level of uber-commit-
ment as a normal play.” 

McMurtry freshman Landsman, expressed 
her appreciation for the flexibilities in theater 
roles that Play in a Day offered with its quick 
script-to-stage turnaround.

 “[Play in a Day] is also an opportunity for 
people who already do theater to try a new role,” 
Landsman said. “I usually act, but I want to try 
directing or writing and see how it goes.”

Actors proved their zeal and amenability to 
writers with lines such as, “Yes, I will take off 
clothes for you — within reason.” Despite hectic 
last-minute additions and long hours, the show 
on the evening of Jan. 19 featured four impressive 
and creative comedies. 

The first play, written by Brown College senior 
Ben Seidensticker, directed by McMurtry sopho-
more Grant Raun, and starring McMurtry sopho-
more Juan Cruz, Lovett College freshman Nicole 
Moody, and Hanszen College seniors Nicki Pari-
seau and Jarvis Sam, was titled “The Marionette.” 
The play was about a house spirit that would not 
let the homeowner sell the house. Although a 
simple plot, it was hilarious because of its strong 
characters, which included a cardio-cooking in-
structor and a dancing, juggling, Mexican, spirit-
conjured man.

“[Play in a Day] was really scary.” Seiden-
sticker said. “It was the first time I wrote and had 
a play performed without input. It was really cool 

just to see people take my work and have it grow. 
It went phenomenally.”

The second play was “Life is What You Make 
It,” written by McMurtry junior Daniel Burns, di-
rected by Hanszen junior Audrey Chao, and star-
ring Jones College sophomore John Paul Peng, Sid 
Richardson College junior Kara van Schilfgaarde, 
and Courtney Svatek (Hanszen ’12). 

This play was undoubtedly the most cre-
ative. It was about the meanings given to an 
“artistic” box of Oreos placed in the mid-
dle of the stage, which came to represent 
both one character’s mother and another  
character’s god.

 Both hilarious and insightful, the transfor-
mation of a box of Oreos into a source of conflict 
made this play a great satire.

Third came the most sexual play of the 
bunch, “Little Blue Pill,” written by McMur-
try freshman Olivia Lammers and Hanszen 
freshman Veronica Riggs, directed by Lands-
man, and starring Duncan College sopho-
more Laurel Bingman, Hanszen sophomore 
Becca Ashton Kellner, and McMurtry freshman  
Corey Palermo. 

In this play, a character who could not 
feel his you-know-what due to accidentally 
taking the wrong pill for a headache con-
fronted a tragically overconfident doctor and 
her soft-spoken medical intern. This play 
was a success because of both its good act-
ing and its script, which overflowed with  
clever innuendo. 

The event ended with a play written by 
Baker College sophomores Dennis Budde and 
Andrew Stout, directed by Burns, and starring 
Wiess College senior Brian Biekman, Baker 
freshman Sylvia Omozee, and Will Rice College 
freshman Abraham Younes, called “Ween-Up, 
Clean-Up: Dirty, Then Clean!” 

In this aptly titled play, two recent Master of 
Business Administration school graduates de-
cide to start a stripping and cleaning business, 
but the trick is on the audience. The audience 
is led to believe a female hire named Candy is 
the stripper, only to be called “sexist pigs” at 
the end when it is revealed that one of the male 
MBA school graduates was, in fact, the stripper. 

This play’s great acting, especially by 
Younes, and its involvement and, yes, ridicule 
of the audience made “Ween-Up, Clean-Up” a 
great way to end the show.

Over 24 hours and four plays later, Ham-
man Hall resonated with the sound of  
audience applause.

“It is long, tiring and totally worth it,”  
Pariseau said.

Folk market opens at 
AvantGarden patio bar

Sabrina Toppa
For the Thresher

Houston is not traditionally associated 
with indie craft and design fairs, but a move-
ment is afoot to bring do-it-yourself local 
goods to everyday Houstonians, including 
Rice University students. 

This past Sunday, AvantGarden hosted 
its first monthly folk market, featuring 
over 20 vendors hawking their locally pro-
duced organic and cruelty-free wares. In a 
city of strip malls, Houstonians were given 
a chance to support small independent 
businesses, ranging from those selling vin-
tage clothing to homebound notebooks. 
The inaugural folk market kicked off a 
folk market series which AvantGarden will 
host every third Sunday of the month from  
12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

The monthly markets have been set up 
in anticipation of Pop Shop Houston, which 
promotes itself as a two-day creative fair 
showcasing independent designers. 

“This is really a celebration of the culture 
of makers,” Brittany Bly, the organizer of 
Sunday’s market, said.

The market curated local independent 
designers who have Etsy.com virtual shops 
and were looking to sell their work to a  
wider audience. 

One such independent crafter selling her 
items was Jamie Chatterton, the owner of 1 
Plus 2  = Love. She sells handcrafted items 
such as vintage cards and notebooks made 
from tree-free paper. Chatterton’s paper is 
instead produced from coffee, lemon, ba-
nana and mango.         

“I try to create a sustainable product,” 
Chatterton said. “There are so many tree-
free papers out there.”        

Maria Martinez, the owner of X, a shop 
selling organic beauty products, said all of 
her lip balms were cruelty-free. 

“I test on my friends, not on animals,” 
Martinez said. “I think people really like 
the idea that it’s organic and natural, that 
you know what’s going into it and [that 
you are] not ingesting anything that’s  
potentially dangerous.”

Martinez expressed her support for folk 
markets because to her, these craft fairs 
represent Houston’s creative culture and  
consumer consciousness.          

“In Houston, we have great diversity, 
import/exports and medical facilities, but 
people skip over Houston’s culture because 
they think the only thing in Houston is oil, 
gas and power.” Martinez said.      

The emphasis on sustainability was a 
major draw for attendees. Young crowds en-
joyed the live music by Reverberations DJ, 
$2 tacos, cheap cocktails and crepes from  
Melange Creperie. 

Bly said the event was designed to appeal 
to a fresh crowd that aimed to find things 
not typically seen in standard stores. 

“The cool thing about the indie craft fair 
is that it works so well together as a commu-
nity, and it works really well when people 
have completely different styles, so you get 
to see a lot of things,” Bly said.   

The folk market is one of many spring-
ing up around town. In addition to the 
market at AvantGarden, Houston is home 
to the monthly Lone Star Bazaar, the 
Craftacular market every second Satur-
day and the Houston Rain Market every  
fourth Saturday.      

“I feel like the creative and indepen-
dent business communities are really start-
ing to come together to form their own 
craft markets [in Houston] so you don’t 
have to go to Austin or New Orleans,”  
Martinez said.             

The Houston Pop Shop will occur May 
11 and 12. For more information about the  
market, go to houstonholidaypopshop.com.

Students forego sleep 
for Play in a day event

Brian Biekman, Sylvia Omozee and Abraham Younes perform in the 
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Kara van Schilfgaarde, John Paul Peng and Courtney Svatek perform in Hamman Hall.

Courtney Svatek, Kara van Schilfgaarde and John Paul Peng rehearse their one-act.
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This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser
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All That Echoes - Josh Groban: The sixth studio album from the 
man who returned classical music to pop culture is a collection of 
both self-penned songs and covers of artists such as Stevie Wonder 
and Glen Hansard. Preceded by its lead single, “Brave,” the album 
retains the spirit of Groban’s previous work by including operatic 
melodies as well as more traditional ballads. As evidenced by his 
previous album sales (each of his albums has gone platinum in 
the United States, including two 5X platinum efforts in Closer and 
Noel), expect more success for the vocalist.

Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters – The film begins fifteen 
years after the candy-loving siblings narrowly escaped the Witch’s 
gingerbread house. The effects-driven film follows Hansel (Jeremy 
Renner) and Gretel (Gemma Arterton) into their adult lives as boun-
ty hunters, determined to rid towns of evil sorceresses. This movie 
was originally supposed to be released last March, but was pushed 
back to this weekend. Since considering “shelving” is never a good 
sign for a film and the early reviews have been putrid, the prospects 
for this fairy tale movie look to be pretty Grimm. R. 88 min.

Seven Psychopaths  – This quirky film follows a struggling 
screenwriter (Colin Farrell, In Bruges) who becomes inadvertently 
involved in the criminal underworld of Los Angeles after his friends 
(including Christopher Walken, Catch Me If You Can and Sam Rock-
well, Iron Man 2) kidnap a gangster’s beloved Shih Tzu. After receiv-
ing positive reviews after its screening at the Toronto International 
Film Festival, the film failed to attract moviegoers in theatres but 
looks to build upon a cult audience at home. Bonus features include 
behind-the-scenes featurettes.

Two Lanes of Freedom –Tim McGraw: McGraw’s first album 
on Big Machine Records after 20 years with Curb Records is a more 
emotional record, containing which contains features from fellow 
country superstars Keith Urban and Taylor Swift. Taking a more nos-
talgic approach than he did in his previous work, McGraw reflects 
on his career with both humorous and wistful tracks. Lead singles 
“Truck Yeah” and “One of Those Nights,” which have found success 
on Country charts while also receiving minor crossover attention, 
indicate that McGraw has another hit on his hands.

Movie 43 – Advertised as holding one of the largest main 
casts in cinematic history, including recent Academy Award 
nominees Hugh Jackman (Les Miserables) and Naomi Watts 
(The Impossible), this zany comedy is a compilation of 12 
different segments, each conceived by a different director. 
This anything-goes comedy took over two years to make and 
looks to maintain the producer Peter Farrelly’s track record 
of gross-out, outrageous humor. R. 97 minutes.

Private Berlin (James Patterson) – The newest novel from 
one of the best-selling authors of all time, written in conjunc-
tion with Mark Sullivan, marks the beginning of a new thriller 
series. This time, the story is set in a private investigation firm 
in Berlin. When high-profile agent Chris Schneider disappears, 
it is up to his ex-lover Mattie Engel to solve the case. Mean-
while, Chris is entangled in a web of treacherous places and 
horrifying secrets that brings him to the edge of destruction.
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College presidents pose for Ingham’s portraits

Psychology and Visual and Dramatic Arts major Mathison Ingham opened his “A Presidential 
Photo” exhibit at Matchbox Gallery on Jan. 17. 
“I used five different cameras to create reconstructive figures of each president,” Ingham said. 
“I wanted to explore all the available formats of photography, each with a different texture  
and quality. “
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by Dan Elledge
Thresher StaFF

 With the early start to a Texas spring, it 
was time for the men to tidy up their serves 
and perfect their strokes. The 2013 men’s ten-
nis season got underway last Saturday at Jake 
Hess Stadium. 

The Owls were tested early in the sched-
ule, with their first two dual matches of the 
new year against Texas Tech University and 
Mississippi State University, ranked 29th 
and 11th respectively in the initial Division I 
Men’s Tennis rankings. Rice fought valiantly 
against the Red Raiders, looking for an open-
ing win for new Head Coach Efe Ustundag, 
but could not come up with the crucial points 
when needed it to and dropped the match 
3-4. Playing Mississippi State two days later 
did not help the cause, as the Bulldogs came 
out biting at the chance to shut out the Owls. 
According to Ustundag, the Owls played more 
as a team, but that did not help the scoreline 
as Rice dropped a 1-6 decision.

The Owls are hoping to rebound at Jake 
Hess this weekend as they host Lamar Univer-
sity and the University of Texas, Pan-Ameri-
can University. With a 0-2 start, Ustundag 
knows the team cannot get too discouraged, 
since there is a long season ahead of it. He 
said its their strong performance last week 
against stout teams should give the Owls con-
fidence in the weeks to come.

“We fought well against some formidable 
opponents and came together as a unit,” Us-
tundag said. “Most of the matches last week-

end were close, so that should give them the 
belief that they belong on the same court as 
other elite players.”

Senior Jonathan Chang said he complete-
ly understood that the mindset had to stay 
positive. If the team stopped believing, then 
this early slump could turn to a season-long 
struggle, he said.

“Ultimately, we need to stay positive and 
reflect on the little details that we need to 
work on during practice to stay at the top of 
our game,” Chang said.

If Ustundag was not worried about the 
team’s health last season, he will be now. 
With only eight players on the team (instead 
of the normal 10) and six starting spots, there 
will be constant rotations, as players need to 
get rest in between matches.

 Ustundag knows that the team’s health will 
play a vital role in the type of season the Owls have.

“We have to stay healthy with an eight 
man squad — got to make sure the team is 
fresh going into matches,” Ustundag said.

The Owls host Lamar and Texas Pan Am 
Sunday at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. respectively. 
Rice has had success against Lamar in the 
past, winning 7-0 both of the last two sea-
sons. However, Ustundag was quick to point 
out that neither team should be overlooked 
because they are unranked. In his opinion, 
the Owls need to play at a high level to make 
sure they take care of both of these squads.

“Lamar has improved from last year, as 
they have more experienced players at the 
top of their lineup,” Ustundag said, “The 
main challenge is going to be can we play at 

that high level. If we think of them as an un-
ranked team, we could lose.”

Chang said he understands bouncing back this 
weekend is important and that Lamar and Texas 
Pan Am should not be overlooked. He knows the 
talent is there and that a little extra practice will 
start to lead to results on the court. 

Working together as a team is the key attribute.
“Overall, we just need to keep the energy 

up both in practice and in matches, Chang 
said. “The talent and ability is there. We just 
need to work on encouraging each other to 
stay focused, and [to] trust your strokes and 
your teammates.”

by Ryan Glassman
          Thresher StaFF 

Losers of six straight, the Rice men’s bas-
ketball team took a break from Conference 
USA play on Saturday as it hosted the Univer-
sity of New Orleans, a Division I Independent. 
After the teams exchanged baskets during the 
opening minutes of play, the Owls (4-14, 0-4) 
took control with a 21-6 run midway through 
the first half, capped off by a transition bas-
ket from Max Guercy. Junior Austin Ramljak’s 
3-pointer with 16 seconds left in the half put 
Rice ahead 44-27 at intermission.

New Orleans (5-12) matched the hot shoot-
ing of the Owls in the second half. The Pri-
vateers made 10 of their first 14 shots in the 
second half to cut their deficit to 13 with 10:10 

left. But Rice’s veteran backcourt combina-
tion of Julian DeBose and Tamir Jackson kept 
New Orleans at bay, taking over down the 
stretch to prevent a comeback.

After a 3 from DeBose put Rice up 19, he 
and Jackson converted consecutive baskets 
at the rim to put the game away. Jackson led 
Rice with 24 points, while DeBose set a career 
high with 20. Guercy finished with 18 points,   
six assists and five steals, while Seth Gear-
hart matched his own career high with 15, 
and Ramljak finished with 12.

“I was really proud of our effort, because 
we came out and we played hard,” Head Coach 
Ben Braun said after his team’s first win of 
2013. “We really did a good job of maintaining 
our intensity from start to finish.”

The Owls returned to conference play  

Wednesday night as they traveled to Orlando to 
take on the University of Central Florida. Guer-
cy’s 3-pointer with 44 seconds left in the first 
half tied the game at 32-32 heading to intermis-
sion, but the Knights (13-5, 3-1) pulled ahead by 
nine in the first five minutes of the second half. 
The Owls hung tough with UCF as Austin Raml-
jak’s deep ball made it a 60-57 game with under 
six minutes remaining. But UCF closed out the 
game from the free-throw line, where it went 27 
for 35 on the night, including 11 for 12 in the fi-
nal five and a half minutes.

Rice fell to the Knights 78-67, dropping to 
0-4 for the season in conference play.

The Owls travel to New Orleans tomorrow 
to play Tulane, before hosting rival Houston 
Cougars Wednesday at 7 p.m.

MILESTONE WATCH: 

Senior guard Tamir Jackson’s 24 points Sat-
urday night put him at 1,418 in his career, now 
placing him in the top 10 in points in Rice’s his-
tory. Jackson passed Robert Johnson (Lovett ’99) 
for 10th on the all-time list and may not be done 
moving up just yet. Jackson started the season 
ranked 25th, but has moved up 15 spots with 298 
points so far this year. Not including the confer-
ence tournament, the Owls have 12 games left in 
Jackson’s senior season. Jackson has averaged 13 
points a game in conference play this season. If 
he continues to score at this rate over the rest of 
the season, he will finish with 1,589 career points, 
good for sixth on Rice’s all-time list. Jackson also 
currently ranks sixth all-time in career assists (351) 
and steals (142), with the opportunity to finish his 
career ranked higher on both lists.

Men’s tennis hopes for rebound at Rice-hosted Jake Hess 

Dante zakhiDov/thresher

Men’s Basketball prepares for approaching UH game

Use this library element for a regular photo caption. It has 0p10 margins, just like boxes. Unlike boxes, it can be easily resized. Text is set in Meta Medium, 7.5/10. This box contains everything

soorya avali/thresher

The Rice Owls Basketball team huddles pre-game on Jan. 1 6 before falling to Memphis 77-51 at Tudor Field House. The Owls dropped to 4-14 and are still winless in conference play. 

   Senior Jonathan Chang battles Mississippi State on Jan. 21 at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium.
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by Nicolette Chamberlain
For the Thresher

Last Friday marked the beginning of the 
2013 Rice women’s tennis season, and the team 
kicked off its season with a bang. After a deci-
sive 6-1 victory over Lamar University at home 
on Jan. 18 and a decisive 7-0 sweep against 
University of Texas, Pan American, on Jan. 21, 
the Owls have stood strong behind their No. 29 
ranking. However, the team now shifts its focus 
to the Jan. 26 match against Texas Tech Univer-
sity, which is currently ranked 21st.

While Lamar and Texas Pan Am were 
strong victories for the Owls, the team did 
not win without a fight. Sophomore Liat Zim-
merman came back from a 5-7 loss in her 
first set against Lamar to win 5-7, 6-2, 10-5, 
and senior captain Katie Gater also won in 
a tiebreaker after a 2-6 loss in the first set. 
Still, junior Dominique Harmath only gave 
up three games in her victory over Lamar.

After a day of practice, the team was able to 
defeat Texas Pan Am without reaching a third set.

 While Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt 
was pleased with the sweep, she said she has 
been stressing doubles practice in order to 
prepare for the Texas Tech matchup.

“We improved from Friday’s match to 
Sunday’s match, but there are still some 

things that we can do better, so [we] will con-
tinue to work on that,” Schmidt said.

The women’s tennis team will head to 
Waco, Texas, this weekend for its match on 
Saturday at 2 p.m. The Texas Tech match will 
open the first round of the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association Indoor Kickoff Weekend, 
which showcases the top 64 teams in the na-
tion. If the Owls win their regional, they will 
travel to Virginia to compete in the top 16.

The team will take the momentum from 
its 2-0 record into the indoor tournament and 
through to the rest of the season. The follow-
ing weekend of Feb. 2 and 3 will require a 
strong appearance from the Owls, when Rice 
will face both No. 44 Oklahoma University 
and No. 25 Conference USA rival University 
of Tulsa. Schmidt knows the beginning to the 
2013 season will be tough one, but the Lamar 
and Texas Pan Am victories have set Rice in 
the right direction.

“Overall, I was pleased with our team’s 
performance this past weekend,” Schmidt 
said. “The first matches of the season can 
always be tricky, and I thought our team did 
a nice job staying focused and playing with 
confidence in tight situations.”

Rice hopes to take the same focus and 
confidence to its third match of the season 
tomorrow.  

Women’s Tennis heads to ITA Indoor Kickoff Weekend

Courtesy of james hilton

by Teddy Grodek
Thresher Staff

Since the Owls first received their Conference 
USA schedule, this past week has been circled as 
one they knew was going to be difficult. Tulane 
University, currently in third place in the confer-
ence, visited Tudor Fieldhouse, followed by a road 
trip to Dallas to take on conference leader South-
ern Methodist University. Both teams had more 
than 10 victories already this season.

A good weekend could have moved the Owls 
ahead in the standings and proved to everyone in 
the league that the Owls were a force to be reck-
oned with. Unfortunately, that is not what hap-
pened. Against Tulane, the Owls started out hot (a 
trend at Tudor) but gave ground back in the clos-
ing minutes of the first half (another trend at Tu-
dor). By the end of the first half, Tulane had a lead 
it did not give back.

Rice stayed with Tulane for the entire second 
half but could not ever really challenge the Green 

Wave when the game got tight. Rice, down three 
and on the free-throw line with seconds to play, 
intentionally missed the shot hoping to pull down 
the rebound. It failed to bring the ball in, and Tu-
lane closed the game down with a free throw on 
the other end. The final score was 69-65.

Four Owls scored more than 10, with Christal 
Porter leading the way with 17 points and nine 
rebounds. Forward Jessica Kuster was next on the 
list with 15 points.

Despite the loss, Head Coach Greg Williams 
was proud of his team’s effort. “It was a disap-
pointing loss, a tough loss,” Williams said. “I 
thought we played hard.”

 The next game, on Jan. 20 against SMU, left 
Rice reeling.

“We’re struggling right now, and we know 
that,” Williams said. “We need to get back into our 
defensive mindset.”

Rice kept the game close at the start, but an 8-0 
run put Rice in a deficit it could never close. A 40-
31 score at halftime only got worse in the second 
half. SMU’s first three makes after the locker room 
were all 3-pointers. Rice eventually fell 73-51.

Kuster led the Owls with 16 points and five re-
bounds, with Porter scoring 14 points for her third 
consecutive game of at least 10 points.

This next week, Rice hosts the University of Tex-
as, El Paso, which is the defending C-USA champi-
on and is currently receiving national votes in the 
top 25. UTEP will be one of the Owls’ most difficult 
games this season and a potential massive upset.

The Owls then travel to the University of South-
ern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, which has strug-
gled as of late within C-USA play. It has 10 wins this 
season but did not play the most challenging of 
nonconference schedules. This could potentially 
be a needed break after a difficult UTEP game.

Women’s basketball gears up for rivarly game against UTEP

We’re struggling right now, 
and we know that. We need 
to get back into our defensive 
mindset.

Greg Williams
Women’s Basketball Head Coach

Sophomore Maya Adetula reaches upward on Jan. 13 in a 56-53 winning effort against Tulsa.

Senior Katie Gater takes on UTPA on Jan. 21. The Lady Owls are currently 29th in country.
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The Fifth Lap

What would Martin Luther King Jr. see if he 
could look upon American sports today?

As we complete a week shortened by the 
celebration of his leadership and the remem-
brance of the sacrifices he and so many oth-
ers made to advance the cause of civil rights, 
it seems appropriate to wonder how he might 
view the current American athletic landscape.

Would he see it as a catalyst for the con-
tinuing fight against prejudice? Would he see 
in sports a place in which generations of kids 
are provided icons across the racial spectrum?

Would he be struck by the international 
and multiracial composition in today’s NBA? 
Would he be stunned by the stardom of the 
Williams sisters in tennis or Tiger Woods and 
Vijay Singh in golf? Would he be blown away 
by the precision of Andrew Luck and the ex-
citement of Robert Griffin III? Would he marvel 
at how when American gymnast Gabby Doug-
las won Olympic gold, her race did not feel like 
an important part of her accomplishment?

Or would he see sports from a different 
perspective? Would he — when faced with the 
fact that of the eight new head coaches hired 
this spring in the NFL, not a single one was of 
color — see it as a sign of lingering discrimi-
nation? Would he look at the commissioners 

of  America’s major sports leagues, positions 
still dominated by old white men, as the bitter 
fruits of a not-so-distant past? 

And what would King see if he looked at 
the athletics at Rice University?

When he gave his famed “I Have a Dream” 
speech to the crowds in Washington, D.C., 
Rice still did not admit black students. Yet 
less than 50 years later, he would find, at a 
private university in a formerly Confederate 
state, men and women of different races and 
different nationalities competing together, 
succeeding and failing together, and forging 
the bonds that only such shared experiences 
can create. He would look into the stands 
and see a mosaic of the world’s people in 
front of him, united in support of a simple 
yet common cause.

Would that not be for him the dream he 
spoke so elegantly about played out on fields 
and courts, around tracks and in pools? 

Or would King, walking through the halls 
of Tudor Fieldhouse, instead focus on the fact 
that there are no black head coaches? And 
even if he did notice that, would he see it as 
pure happenstance, or instead as proof that 
his dream has not arrived in full yet? 

I wonder what King would say, what 
he would see, what he would believe, if he 
stepped into today’s world.

 Because while his efforts helped rem-
edy our nation’s most crippling elements of 
race relations, in our time we are left to sort 
through the most complex ones.

 We live in a world in which explicit preju-
dice has largely been reduced, yet research 
suggests our judgments are still subtly influ-
enced by implicit or subconscious prejudices. 
We live in a world that values diversity be-
cause we know it is the best way to combat the 

growth of division and because we strongly 
suspect it can make our ideas, innovations 
and actions better, yet we are not sure of the 
best way to achieve it. 

We know our capabilities are not defined 
by the color of our skin. But we also believe 
our race and heritage are among the puzzle 
pieces that construct each one of us as a com-
plete person.

 We celebrate and showcase our unique ra-
cial and cultural experiences through events 
like last year’s Black Student Association Soul 
Night, through stories about our friends’ cul-
tures, through the values and lessons passed 
down to us from our ancestors of various ori-
gins. We strive to ensure everyone is equal, 
without requiring everyone to be the same.

We search for the appropriate next steps 
first by looking at the micro-experience, and 
then by zooming out to the macro data. And 
we struggle to reconcile the fact that the an-
swers those investigations yield are not one 
and the same.

These are the challenges our society faces, 
and like in the century before, they will be 
challenges that play themselves out in our 
ballparks and stadiums. From the legacies of 
Jesse Owens and Jackie Robinson to the days 
when Southern universities would sit their 
best white players so Northern schools did 
not play their black ones to the moment Doug-
las made headlines first and foremost as an 
American gymnast, without any color-coded 
adjectives attached, sports have alternatively 
given us glimpses of the future, kept us firmly 
stuck in the past and served as reflections of 
the present. 

So I cannot help but wonder: If Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. could look upon American sports 
today, what would he see?

What would MLK Jr. think of Rice Athletics?

Last weekend at the University 
of Houston the men’s and women’s 
track teams conpeted in the Leon-
ard Hilton Invitational. Today and 
tomorrow, the Owls will once again 
return to the UH Athletics/Alumni 
Center for the Houston Indoor Invi-
tational.  The following are the top 
performances of the Rice athletes 
who competed last week.  

Men

Mile 
1. Harry Sagel, 4:19.54
2. Alex Weinheimer, 4:19.75
3. Travis Roberts, 4:19.77 
5. John Cavallo, 4:21.35
6. James Llamas, 4:25.11 

5,000 Meters 
3. Henry Giles, 15:38.51, Unattached  
4. Aneesh Sampath, 15:45.47,
    Unattached

60 Meter Hurdles  
11. Filip Drozdowski, 8.42  
12. Chris Sanders, 8.49

Distance Medley
2. Alex Weinheimer,
    Donte Moore,
    Harry Sagel,
    Travis Roberts, 
     10:31.42

High Jump 
4. Clayton Chaney, 2.00 m
5. Jack Spinks, 1.95 m
7. Tyler Wiest, 1.90 m

Pole Vault
3. Alec Hsu, 4.80 m

Shot Put
2. Alex Zinchenko, 16.61 m

Women

400 Meters 
4. Tyneisha McCoy, 57.99
12. Precious Knighton, 1:00.18

800 Meters 
2. Keltie John, 2.17.14
6. Halsey Fowler, 2.19.13 
9. Lilian Nwora, 2.23.02

Mile
5. Allie Schaich, 5:02.52 
6. Sarah Mason, 5:04.75 
11. Farrah Madanay, 5:19.02 
12. Kathleen Abadie, 5:21.40 
13. Johanna Ohm, 5:22.02
 
Pole Vault
6. Casie Wilson, 3.55 m

4x4 Meter Relay 
4. Tyneisha McCoy,
     Imani Mark,
     Chioma Nwankwo,
     Lilian Nwora, 
     3:56.05

Distance Medley 
2. Sarah Mason,
    Precious Knighton,
    Halsey Fowler,
    Allie Schaich, 
    12.16.96

 

Leonard 
Hilton Track 
Invitational  

Results 

 Gabe  Cuadra
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CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu
WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dy-
namic and Energetic teachers 
wanted.  Starting pay rate is $20 
to $32 per hour.  Flexible sched-
ules.  We provide all training, 
all training is paid, and we pay 
for travel.  Email your resume to 
rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! 
Rice Alum hiring tutors for ALL 
LEVELS of Middle/High School 
Math/Natural & Social Scienc-
es/Humanities. Reliable trans-
portation required. Pay $20-40/
hr based on experience. Contact 
832-428-8330 and email resume 
to siyengar777@gmail.com

Part time, flexible hours, busi-
ness office, accts receivable, 
Hospital customers, Holcombe 
& Kirby (near Rice Univ), Web-
site:  www.iPatientinTouch.com  
Send resume to:  simon@iPa-
tientinTouch.com

Wanted: One Undergraduate 
student, preferably female, to 
tutor a junior HS student (age 
16) in Spanish.  Address: 4020 
Swarthmore (near Weslayan 
and University).  2 or 3 eve-
nings each week (7-9 pm).  Fee 
negotiable.  Please contact 
Michael Altman, MD  Phone:  
713-628-2106 (C).  Send re-
sume to michael.a.altman@
uth.tmc.edu

Unique 1-bedroom in 1930s 
historical building. Minutes 
from Rice campus. Completely 

restored to its old glory with 
all new appliances, wooden 
floors, central a/c, dishwa-
ter, washer/drier, city views, 
carport $1380/mo.  carlosmey-
ers@hotmail.com, 832-545-
8933, 1118 autrey st

TUTOR WANTED Bellaire fam-
ily needs a student to come to 
their house 2-3 evenings per 
week (1-3 hours each time).  
Most of the time will be spent 
with our 7th and 9th grad-
ers who are at local private 
schools.  Proficiency in MATH, 

SCIENCE and ENGLISH is need-
ed at these grade levels.  We 
will also need this student to 
log onto the school websites 
daily to understand what is 
due when and review organiza-
tional  skills with the boys.  Pay 
will be hourly for all time spent 
both at our home at on the 
computer ($20-40 an hour de-
pending on proficiency).  You 
can call Scott at 713 332 4400 
or Email him at scott.b.tiras@
ampf.com for more informa-
tion.

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

misclass
Post your “misclass” 
on the Backpage’s 
facebook wall.

Write your “misclass” 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

Tweet your “misclass” 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass

“I’m inventing the collared bra. It’s a 
bra with a collar.”

“I enter eudaimonia with your 
mom!” -Danny Graves

“Wow, I am by far the coolest fresh-
man at Duncan!” -Dylan Mendelson

“They hired four people to do me.”
-Anonymous

“These are the guys that hate on the 
iPhone?” -Leebron

“Also, it never fits.”
-Elena Lacey

“Pub gives head upon request.”
-Helene Dick

Any questions/complaints about The 
Hoot should go to Helene Dick.

“Please stop being such a labia and 
close your lips.” -Dylan Mendleson

the Calendar
Jan. 25 – Jan. 31, 2013
follow us 24/7 at twitter.com/threshercal

friday 25

HOW TO SUBMiT Calendar iTeMS
The deadline for submission is 3 p.m. the Monday prior to publication.  Submissions 
are printed on a space-available basis.

Submission methods
Fax: 713.348.5238
Email: thresher-calendar@rice.edu
Campus Mail: Calendar Editor
                  Thresher, ms-524

WHAT: CelebrateART fashion show
WHEN: January 25, 4:00 p.m.
WHERE: Ray Courtyard
COST: Free

Second Anual          
CelebrateART Festival 
January 25-26, campus-wide

WHAT: Jess Walker performing for
     CelebrateART

WHEN: Jan. 25, 6-7 p.m.
WHERE: RMC
COST: Free

WHEN: Jan. 25, 10:30 p.m. - 2 a.m
WHERE: Palace Bowling Lanes 

of Houston
WHEN: January 26, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WHERE: Shepherd school of music

WHEN: Jan. 24 - Jan. 27, 8 p.m.
WHERE: Wiess Commons
COST: $4 tickets for students, $8 

for everyone else

The Shepherd Society’s 
Family Concert

RPC presents
 Night Owl Antics at the Alley: 

bOWLing Edition

Wiess Tabletop presents
Grimm Brothers 
Spectaculathon

SaTUrday 26

SUnday 27

WHEN: Jan. 18-27, 7 p.m.
WHERE: Rice Cinema

Festival of New            
Spanish Cinema

WHEN: Jan. 27, 4 p.m.
WHERE: Alice Pratt Brown Hall - 

Stude Concert Hall
COST: $15 general admission

Houston Youth Symphony 
HYS Winter Concert

friday 31

WHEN: January 31st, 10 p.m.-2 a.m.
WHERE: Hughes Hangar
COST: $20

100 Days
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The Backpage is satire and is written by Alex Weinheimer and Anthony Lauriello.  Email comments and questions to ajw3@rice.edu.

Baker Institue 

Student Forum Debate

President Obama: 

Great President 

or 

Greatest President?

Reset 
 GREEN TIP OF THE DAY:

To reduce paper waste, only print necessary materials

SEE PAGE 15 FOR misclass
Post your “mis-

class” on the Back-
page’s facebook wall.

Write your “mis-
class” down and drop 
it off at The Hoot.

Tweet your “mis-
class” to @thresherBP 
& include #misclass
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