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by Joey Capparella
Local Editor

The flu season is here, and Hous-
ton has been hit especially hard. 

The City of Houston Department of 
Health and Human Services reported 
a spike in flu-related visits to Hous-
ton emergency rooms during the last 
weeks of December.

Department of Health and Human 
Services spokesperson Kathy Barton 
said this year’s Houston flu season 
was unusual.

“The season had an early onset, 
and there was a dramatic increase in 
the number of cases,” Barton said. 
“In Houston, we typically see cases 
just beginning in December and 
peaking in late January.”

According to the Department of 
Health and Human Services’ influ-
enza surveillance report, the per-
centage of influenza-like-illness 
cases in emergency room visits in-
creased from 4 percent of cases to 
5.5 percent of cases from the last two 
weeks of 2012. Of the approximately 
1,800 patients in Houston reporting 
influenza-like-illness symptoms, the 
age groups most affected were 5- to 
24-year-olds and 25- to 64-year-olds.

Baylor College of Medicine profes-
sor of virology and microbiology Dr. 

Pedro Piedra explained that three dif-
ferent strains of influenza exist—type 
A, type B and type C—and that one 
strain is typically circulated each flu 
season.

“Each strain is characterized by 
certain molecular components as an 
influenza virus,” Piedra said. “The 
ones that we worry about during 
the influenza season are type A and 
type B. Within type A, there are also 
two major subtypes: H3N2 and H1N1, 
which is the 2009 virus that caused 
the pandemic.”

Piedra said vaccine strains are 
usually chosen in February, long be-
fore the influenza season begins.

“The influenza vaccine strain is 
selected before we know what strain 
is going to be circulated,” Piedra 
said. “Fortunately, this year about 90 
percent of what is out there is well-
matched to the vaccine.”

0see flu, page 4

Will Rice College freshman Erica Kim explains her wave pattern experiment to President 
David Leebron and School of Natural Sciences Associate Dean Kenton Whitmire during 
Leebron’s visit to her PHYS 126 lab as part of one of his walkabouts on Jan. 17.

President Leebron visits 
Herzstein

Flu season reaches fever pitch in Houston

by Tina Nazerian
Thresher StaFF

This semester, be on the lookout 
all across campus for President David 
Leebron. 

Leebron will be exploring 100 
different aspects of Rice on Jan. 24 
and Feb. 1, 6 and 11 to gain a better 
understanding of the university as 
he enters his 10th year as president, 
according to Rice University News 
and Media. 

The idea of this walkabout came 
to him spontaneously, Leebron said.

“I think given that we really com-
pleted the Centennial Celebration 
with great success and we’re nearing 
the end of the campaign, it seemed 
the time to just kind of step back for 
a second and think more and learn 
more about Rice,” Leebron said.

Leebron said he took this new 
approach to help with the transition 
between the Centennial and the next 
century.

“There’s a lot that I do that could 
every year be described as kind of 
walkabout-like,” Leebron said. “But 
I think this kind of organized and fo-

cused approach was really something 
I chose to do in a moment of transi-
tion between the preparation and 
execution of the Centennial and the 
completion of the campaign and sort 
of the beginning of our next century.” 

Leebron said he thinks the walk-
about will help him gain knowledge 
of people’s experiences at Rice.

“It enables me ... to understand 
some of the challenges and problems 
people face,” Leebron said. “It allows 
me to communicate that what they 
do is important to the university. We 
try to do [so] every day, but there’s 

nothing that speaks so much really 
as a physical visit.”

Leebron said he wants to get 
inspiration from different people 
around campus.

“It’s really the opportunity to be 
inspired by people who are proud of 
what they contribute everyday to the 
university,” Leebron said.

Leebron said there have been 
over 100 suggestions, some from 
alumni, and while an effort is being 
made to schedule the visits over the 
course of the 5 pre-planned days, 
exceptions  can be made. 

RUPD halts 
highlighter 
party at Sid

by Molly Chiu
News Editor

On the evening of Friday, Jan. 11, 
Rice University Police Department 
officers responded to a noise com-
plaint about the highlighter party 
taking place at Sid Richardson Col-
lege. When officers arrived, they 
asked that the music be turned off. 
The partygoers dispersed at that 
time, according to RUPD Captain 
Clemente Rodriguez.

At the party, the officers found 
an unclaimed keg, which they 
recovered, but no further action 
was taken. Officers estimated that 
there were approximately 100 
people in attendance at the party, 
Rodriguez said.

Sid Rich Masters Dale and 
Elise Sawyer  and Sid Rich Chief 
Justice Allison Connell declined 
to comment on the situation. 

Hanszen College freshman An-
gela Masciale attended the party 
and said a police officer came to 
the party around 1:30 or 1:45 a.m.

“There were 200-300 people 
in the Sid lobby, and they cleared 
out in like five seconds,” Masciale 
said. “Tumbleweed was blowing 
in the wind.”

Rodriguez said that officers 
stopped a party that had gotten 
out of control.

“[The party was] definitely 
larger than it should have been,” 
Rodriguez said. “[The officers] 
stopped what was an unregistered 
party from continuing to occur.”

Rodriguez said college chief 
justices could play a role in help-
ing RUPD in future cases.

“[It] works out best for us if 
chief justices keep students aware 
of ... policies and procedures,” Ro-
driguez said.

Brown College freshman Aly 
Lardenoit said this party seemed 
larger than other private parties.

“I felt like there were a lot more 
people than other private parties, 
which made it difficult to dance 
or get around,” Lardenoit said. “I 
ended up only staying for about 
half an hour because it was really 
hot and packed.”

Leebron visits 100 hotspots on walkabout

0see LEEBRON, page 4
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Women’s basketball scores
The Owl ladies edge out Tulsa in a close 
56-53 home game.

Calling all art aficionados
Ever want to be an art critic? Get your chance 
at CelebrateArt. Explore the work of Rice’s 
culture creators. RMC, 12 p.m. Jan. 25, 26.

Men’s track starts strong
The season springs off the blocks at the 
Texas A&M Indoor Invitational.

A&E                                           p. 8

00:30 
Zero Dark Thirty tackles the manhunt for Bin 
Laden with cinematographic finesse.

Features                              p. 14

College power belongs to SA
Shaan Patel argues that the power 
balance in Rice government should 
shift from the colleges to the SA.

Student-run Businesses
New term, new managers, new 
business plans. Read a report on the 
future of the Hoot, Coffeehouse and 
Willy’s Pub.

DANTE ZAKHIDOV/THrEsHEr

[The officers] 
stopped what was 
an unregistered 
party from continu-
ing to occur.

Clemente Rodriguez
RUPD Captain
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Erratum
In last week’s news article, 

“Mental health at Rice: How 
the Counceling Center oper-
ates and the withdrawal pro-
cess works” (Jan. 11, 2013), the 
number of clinical counselors 
was reported in both the article 
and the info graphic based on 
the information available at 
that time on the Rice Counsel-
ing Center’s website. However, 
the RCC actually has seven clini-
cal counselors, all of whom are  
licensed therapists.

EDITORIAL2

Cartoon by ElEna laCEy and anthony lauriEllo

OnlinE CommEnts of thE wEEk
In response to “The clutch side of choosing to drive 
vehicles with manual transmissions”  
(Jan. 11 2013)

Joey Capparella’s column encouraging students 
to learn how to drive a manual transmission is right 
on. Not only does a stick shift compel you to drive 
with less distraction, but it’s also useful in case of 
emergencies and foreign travel. In many other coun-
tries, if you can’t drive stick, you can’t drive.

Anonymous

In response to “Take the time to smell the roses and 
consider gardening at Rice” (Jan. 11 2013)

I confess that I had zero interest in gardening 
until my mother visited one spring and I bought a 
kids garden kit for her to get my kids involved with. It 
didn’t take their fancy, but for me it opened a whole 
new world – now I’ve got an herb garden on the side 
of the house along with some spicy peppers. If you 
really want to take it to the next level, however, start 
looking at aquaponics. It’s a bit different in that you 
are taking care of fish as well, but the plants grow 

at an incredible rate once you get it going. Since my 
first aquaponics planting in September, I’ve grown 
the cool weather plants – romaine lettuce, broccoli, 
spinach, arugula and kale.

It’s a shame I didn’t get exposure to gardening 
earlier. I don’t think we had such a class at Rice in 
the early ’90s. Sid Richardson College did have a col-
lege-sponsored wine tasting class, or – That leaves 
memories. So guess what my next planting is going 
to be? Two muscadine grape vines!

Anonymous

In response to “Glasscock School gets new home” 
(Jan. 11 2013)

This new facility will help beautify what 
is somewhat of an ugly area of campus. In ad-
dition, it will be a major source of revenue for 
the school. Some of this revenue can be used to 
support other Rice programs. All in all, it sounds 
like a win-win situation. Glad we are making 
this expansion now.

Anonymous

Establish “private 
collective spaces” 
for private parties
Sid Richardson College’s annual and 

unofficial Highlighter Party this past 
weekend served as a reminder of Rice’s 
common problem with common spaces. 
Highlighter is one of many private parties 
thrown in technically public spaces, and 
while there is a precedent of having par-
ties in Sid’s seventh-floor lobby, Will Rice 
College Long Hall, the halls of Brown Col-
lege’s seventh floor and other public spac-
es, the existence of these sorts of common 
areas needs to be addressed by the Alcohol 
Policy Advisory Committee and ultimately 
by Rice’s alcohol policy.

As it currently stands, parties held in 
public spaces are strictly regulated and 
require full registration with Student Ju-
dicial Programs and the Rice University 
Police Department. On the other hand, 
private parties are not subject to external 
intervention as long as things stay under 
control and the party is registered with a 
chief justice.

However, as we have seen with unoffi-
cial parties such as Highlighter and Screw 
Yer Screw, large but unregistered and, in 
that sense, private, parties are often con-
ducted in places deemed to be public. 
These sorts of spaces seem to fall into a 
quasi-public category, as they are common 
spaces utilized only by a small number of 
students who live on the floor or in imme-
diate proximity to the area, and parties are 
often successfully conducted in them with-
out police intervention; however, the fact 
that the spaces are currently categorized 
as public means students who host parties 
in these spaces are liable for disciplinary 
consequences under the alcohol policy.

In order to eliminate this vagueness 
and adapt the alcohol policy to work more 
effectively with Rice’s social gatherings to-
day, spaces that are not decidedly public 
or private need to be placed in a third cat-
egory of private collective spaces.

Under the designation of private col-
lective space, an area may be used to host 
parties by students. Just as with a private 
party, the host would have to register the 
party with the college’s chief justice; how-
ever, beyond this, the student would have 
to reserve the space from the college dur-
ing a government meeting, and Rice Emer-
gency Medical Services would be notified 
of the registration for that party. College 
government and REMS need not act on the 
information in any way, but with these two 
groups being cognizant of the party, they 
would be in a better situation to move into 
action if things were to go awry.

Ultimately, it would be up to each col-
lege to determine which areas constitute 
private collective spaces, and which par-
ties qualify as truly private.

This new proposal does not actively 
change how things operate with parties 
at Rice; as it is, students already party in 
these quasi-public spaces. By designating 
them as private collective spaces, however, 
RUPD will be able to be more consistent in 
how it handles these sorts of affairs, and 
student safety will be heightened at such 
parties as well. Since many of these large 
private parties being held in private collec-
tive spaces are far from being truly private 
anymore, making a move to acknowledge 
the existence of such parties will allow the 
safety resources that are necessary to be 
more available to student attendees.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
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opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.
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What do you want to 
do tonight?

I dunno, I was thinking it would be fun to 
have other people’s sweat drip all over me 
and have people draw penises on my shirt.
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First, I would like you to remember 
that we are all Rice students who have 
been randomly selected to live among peo-
ple who have been randomly assigned to  
live together.

Second, I want you to think about the 
organizational power of our student self-
governance as if it were the United States 
government. Think about the colleges as in-
dividual states and the Student Association 
as the federal government. The college presi-
dents translate into governors, the SA presi-
dent into the president of the United States 
and so on. I believe the system we have de-
veloped at Rice more closely resembles the 
failed Articles of Confederation than the  
U.S. Constitution.

As with the governors under the Articles, 
the students at Rice with the strongest influ-
ence and sway are the college presidents. 

They are consulted on every major deci-
sion, are notified on university-wide chang-
es, are able to affect daily decisions at the 
colleges and act as representatives of the  
student body.

However, college presidents are techni-
cally elected to run our colleges, not our uni-
versity. State governors are not responsible 
for national security, and I do not believe 
the college presidents should be determin-
ing university-wide policy. As students, we 
elect a board, the SA officers,  to represent 
us in university-wide decisions. Utilizing the 
college governments to make these decisions 
acts as a procedural injustice.

Remember again that we are all Rice stu-
dents. With this in mind, I cannot help but 
wonder why Baker College’s interests should 
be different than those of Jones College, 
or of McMurtry College or of any other col-
lege. One has to wonder why our colleges 
should represent us in any substantial way 
at all because each is but a microcosm of  
the whole.

For example, Dean of Undergraduates 
John Hutchinson recently created a Alco-
hol Policy and Drinking Task Force made 
up of one representative from each college. 
It is comprised of one-third chief justices, 
one-third college masters and one-third col-
lege presidents. What I do not comprehend 
is the requirement of a representative from 
each college. What makes us all so different 
that we require a representative from each 

random group of 300 people? Also, why is 
the committee not made solely of SA offi-
cers as they are the only ones truly elected 
to represent us on a university-wide level? 
This committee should represent a diver-
sity of drinking and partying levels to truly 
represent the students and offer a diversity  
of opinions.

The root of this problem is that we as stu-
dents trust our college governments more 
than our student association government. 
Due to this mistrust, most decisions are left 
to the colleges, such as what is done during 
Orientation Week, when quiet hours are, who 
gets kicked off campus and how we define a 
party. However, why are these not standard-
ized across all students? Again, we are all 
Rice students. Changing these things would 
not be belittling the power of the colleges, 
but empowering the university to recognize 
what brings us together above superficially 
setting us apart and may allow for more co-
herency and better communication.

Furthermore, instead of falling into a 
trend of entrenched cognition, Rice students 
must beg the question “why” more often and 
begin to make common sense of how we gov-
ern ourselves. Elect people for positions that 
are meaningful, clear and defined. If we do 
not empower the SA to govern, then the SA 
will never govern. Currently, there appears 
to be a system in which the SA recommends 
changes and the colleges decide whether or 
not to follow them. For example, there was 

a motion for colleges to begin putting “Rice 
University” on every piece of memorabilia 
they make. However, the resolution was more 
of a practices suggestion and carried no offi-
cial weight. Another project aimed to start a 
calendar of Rice events, which is a necessary 
and beneficial tool for all students; however, 
the SA handed over its responsibility and 
content management to the college secre-
taries. The SA has shown competence and a 
readiness to handle more in this Centennial 
year. It should be able to mandate certain 
things to the colleges and supersede unnec-
essary overlaps in policy from college to col-
lege. The colleges work beautifully as tools 
of personal mentorship, friendship, social 
events and friendly competition but at times 
can degrade university-wide efforts.

To remedy this, we need to empower not 
just the SA, but also university-wide student 
groups. Empower the Resident Health Advi-
sors, Rice Program Council and every student 
who wants to do something substantial on 
this campus. Maybe with these changes we, 
as students, will begin to have more shirts 
that sport the beautiful Rice “R.” Maybe we 
will show more willingness to take part in 
campus-wide initiatives and take advantage 
of how small it really is. Finally, maybe we 
will recognize more and more that in the end, 
we are all Rice students. 

    
     Shaan Patel is a  

McMurtry College junior.

Dream & reap benefits by joining 
Rice’s entrepreneurship initiatives

Residential college governments hold too much power on campus

Shaan Patel

Last year, I had the pleasure of organizing 
Rice’s very first 3DayStartup. It was incredible 
to see what ideas Rice students could come 
up with and execute even during a brief pe-
riod of three days. Even though none of the 
companies were able to continue past the 
summer, those who took part in being co-
founders of their own companies can speak 
to the transformational experience of that 
weekend. Beyond just meeting other students 
who were passionate about starting their 
own initiatives, the multifaceted participants 
were able to engage with many of the main 
players in Houston’s startup network includ-
ing venture capitalists, diverse mentors and  
seasoned entrepreneurs.

After that weekend, I began to realize that 
one of the ways in which we students can en-
deavor to change the world is by lifting as we 
climb toward our passions. I only have a se-
mester and a half left here at Rice, but I have 
a vision where in five years, there is a thriving 
community of Rice alumni and student co-
founders seeking to tackle some of our city’s 
(and our world’s) biggest problems through 
the avenue of capitalism and full-on leader-
ship initiative that is entrepreneurship. How 
incredible would it be to know that we came 
together during this period of time to foster 
that community of entrepreneurs, one which 
could give birth to Rice co-founders for years  
to come?

Being a facilitator of 3DayStartup definite-
ly opened my eyes to both the brilliance and 
unrealized potential of Rice students. After 
that weekend last year, my peers inspired me 
to continue to plow forward in spreading the 
ideals of entrepreneurship and startups here 
at Rice; for example, among other endeavors, 
I am currently working with a team to estab-
lish OwlSpark, a Rice accelerator program so 
that students who have ideas can look to cre-
ate and commercialize them through a vehicle 
here on campus. We truly have a talented 
student body that would benefit from immers-
ing in the challenges of entrepreneurship – 
and more than that, we have a world full of 
worthy problems that can be solved through 
the tenaciousness and tactful execution of  
young minds.

Maybe I sound too much like a wide-eyed 
idealist with my head in the clouds when I 
make this declaration, especially since I have 

yet to be a true entrepreneur myself. But when 
I look at the life stories crafted by the risk-lov-
ing entrepreneurs who have shaped our glob-
al community, I cannot help but be reminded 
that comfort is overrated. Specifically, it is too 
easy to spoil ourselves as students by burying 
ourselves in the comfort of our studies, tan-
gibly measurable grades and the social struc-
tures of our residential colleges. Although 
I advocate engaging in opportunities in en-
trepreneurship (like 3DayStartup), the truth 
is that there are many opportunities that we 
Rice students can take advantage of as we ex-
plore our endowed passions. Sometimes we 
forget to make that process of exploration a 
priority. Entrepreneurship just happens to be 
one passion I share with many others on cam-
pus who are looking to spread its ideals.

What would you accomplish if you knew 
you could not fail? This question, in my opin-
ion, embodies the essence of entrepreneur-
ship. Fail at a venture in any capacity, and you 
have learned invaluable lessons; succeed, 
and – corny as it may sound – you truly have 
the opportunity to change the world through 
living the American Dream and establishing 
or creating something to solve a problem.

OwlSquad, OwlSpark, the Rice Alliance, 
Rice Business Collaborative and all those in-
vested in the entrepreneurship movement 
here on campus are looking to establish that 
very community.

Many entrepreneurs dedicate their lives to 
pursuing their dreams. I urge Rice students to 
spend just a day to take a taste of entrepre-
neurship. If you have not yet signed up for 
OwlSquad’s Jan. 26 entrepreneurship sum-
mit, I encourage you to do so. I am willing to 
bet you’ll love it.

And when you do, you just might want 
to apply to the OwlSpark accelerator for  
the summer.  

                        Veronica Rae Saron is a 
                                                        Will Rice College junior.

Veronica Rae Saron

The 83rd Texas Legislature has officially 
convened in Austin with a bit of great news. 
Texas boasts an $8.8 billion surplus, thanks 
to a growing economy and the recent boom 
in natural gas production. That was wel-
come news to veteran lawmakers who, just 
two years ago, faced a $27 billion shortfall. 
Regrettably, the debate over how to spend 
that surplus may be equally as vicious as the 
debate over budget cuts that many students 
from Texas likely remember.

There is no doubt that the Texas Legisla-
ture faced a daunting task of maintaining the 
state’s financial order last session. The Texas 
State Constitution requires a balanced bud-
get, leaving debt financing off the table. Gov. 
Rick Perry’s opposition to using the Rainy 
Day Fund meant the entire shortfall had to 
be managed through budgeting. A recovering 
economy and the strength of conservatism 
made new taxes impractical. Legislators had 
to cut spending on virtually every function of 
the state government.

Perhaps the most controversial element 
of the budget cuts was made to education. 
Higher education funding was cut by $1 bil-
lion. Public K-12 education funding was cut 
by $5 billion. These cuts strained an already 
underfunded system.

One does not need to believe simply 
spending more money is the solution to Tex-
as’ education problems to accept that spend-
ing cuts do real harm in the classroom. Less 
money means having fewer or older books. It 
means firing teachers and increasing class 
sizes. It means fewer extracurricular activi-
ties or special services. None of these conse-
quences are desirable. It is the duty of Texas 
state legislators to provide adequate finan-
cial resources to schools, without which 
students are less able to succeed. Education 
is the only public service of the state govern-
ment explicitly required by the state con-
stitution. As such, this is where the surplus 
should be spent.

Unfortunately, there seems to be a shock-
ing lack of support for this notion. Perry 
has cautioned against spending the sur-
plus while simultaneously supporting “tax 
relief.” The Tea Party movement seems to 
have mixed education into a generic op-

position to government spending. This 
should alarm Texans. Such positions are  
terribly misguided.

First, education is an investment. Educa-
tion enables individuals to get jobs. A better 
quality primary education increases the like-
lihood of success in college, which yields a 
higher paying job. The return on investment 
in higher education is widely recognized, yet 
the return on primary education investment 
is far greater. It is primary school that pro-
vides the foundation for a successful college 
education. Spending on primary education 
is not just another line in the budget to be 
slashed one year and then ignored the next. 
It is the central pillar of the Texas economy 
upon which all else relies.

Second, education reduces the cost of 
welfare programs that are so despised in 
Texas politics. Once education is obtained, 
the individual is empowered to become a 
self-sufficient citizen with a decent job. 
Without a quality education, the individual 
is doomed to drain social services because he 
or she cannot obtain a job with sufficient pay 
to meet the cost of living, or worse, cannot 
find a job at all. If politicians really wanted 
to cut down on the cost of welfare programs, 
they would seek to improve education, not 
deprive it of funding.

Third, tax rates are only relevant if a range 
of prerequisites is satisfied. A tax rate of zero 
will not attract businesses if Texas lacks a 
skilled workforce. Education is the means of 
building the skilled workforce employers are 
seeking. Technology and globalization have 
dramatically reduced the value of a simple 
high school diploma. A college degree is es-
sential to obtain a decent job in the modern 
economy. Nevertheless, a high school diplo-
ma remains a crucial stepping stone toward 
that degree. Texas needs to be increasing its 
educational investment, not cutting it. Only 
if Texas improves its educational system will 
low tax rates remain relevant.

 Many Democrats are already calling for 
the surplus to be spent on education, but 
so far, they lack Republican support. This 
should not be a partisan issue. It is not even 
an ideological issue. I am a proud fiscal con-
servative (just ask the Rice Democrats), but 
education is worth investment. This is pretty 
common-sense. Current budget proposals 
leave much of the surplus unspent. But the 
last thing Texas needs is another fund like 
the Rainy Day Fund. Our education system is 
in distress now.

It is time Texas state representatives look 
ahead to the changing dynamics of the econ-
omy and start respecting the importance of 
both primary and secondary education. Tell 
them to restore the education funding.

     
                         James Dargan is a  
                                          Wiess College sophomore.

Texas education system in huge 
distress from lack of attention

James Dargan

How incredible would it 
be to know that we came 
together during this period 
of time to foster that com-
munity of entrepreneurs, 
one which could give birth to 
Rice co-founders for years  
to come?
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Piedra said college students especially 
should follow recommendations to be vacci-
nated annually against the flu.

“If you are paying tuition and you’re not 
able to attend classes or take finals because 
of the flu, that could cost you the semester,” 
Piedra said. “The vaccine is inexpensive, safe 
and affords good protection.”

Barton agreed, noting that the vaccine 
was widely available and effective.

“Everyone is susceptible to influenza, so 
everyone needs to get a flu shot,” Barton said.

Barton also advised keeping good social 
hygiene practices and avoiding sick people, 
especially children, who are more infectious 
even before they display symptoms of the flu.

Director of Rice Health Services Dr. Mark 
Jenkins said approximately 560 students 
have received vaccines from Rice this aca-
demic year, more than any other year.

“We did a big push for vaccinations at the 
beginning of the fall semester,” Jenkins said. 
“It’s not too late now, but the flu has already 
hit campus by now, and the vaccine takes 
about two weeks to go into effect.”

Brown College junior Shelley Reese said 
Rice Health Services told her there were no 
available flu vaccines when she called to 
make an appointment last week.

“I had never gotten a flu shot before, but 
my dad specifically told me to make sure I 
got one because of all the publicity the flu 
was getting this year,” Reese said. “I called 
Health Services last week, and they said they 
were out. When I called again to try to make 
an appointment, they said they didn’t want 
to schedule an appointment until they knew 
that they would have enough shots.”

Reese said she called again this week and 
was able to schedule an appointment to re-
ceive the vaccine.

Jenkins said Health Services had a slight 
supply issue because of increased demand 
last week but said more vaccines had arrived 
as of this week.

“Our walk-in clinics were in the fall, so 
now we simply order more vaccines based 
on demand,” Jenkins said. “Generally, 
there is a turnover time of about two days. 
There is not a shortage of vaccines. It’s just 
that if we order too many and don’t use all 
of them, that’s a waste of money.”

Jenkins said flu shots cost $15 for stu-
dents and that appointments can be made at 
Health Services. He also said students with a 
high risk for influenza, such as patients with 
asthma, could receive the vaccine for free.
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“Although we did not communicate 
directly to alumni about this because we 
wanted to focus on the campus, word had 
gotten out  to alumni, and so they’ve also 
been sending in various suggestions,” Le-
ebron said. 

There are still some slots for suggestions 
left, even though there have been over 100 
suggestions, Leebron said. 

“We want to keep it a somewhat dynamic 
process so that if people get ideas, we’ll still 
have room to absorb them,” Leebron said. 

If a suggestion does not fit on one of the 
planned days, and it is found to be merit-
able, a time slot will  be made for it, Lee-
bron said. 

On Jan. 10 and Jan. 15, Leebron kicked 
off his walkabout by visiting several places, 
including the Masters of Architecture Thesis 
Defense, Department Chair of Biochemistry 
and Cell Biology Janet Braam’s lab, Valhal-
la, an opera rehearsal with Richard Bado at 
Shepherd School of Music, Fondren Library 
and the Lovett College Central Committee 
meeting, according to his Twitter.

Senior lecturer in statistics Neely Atkin-
son said he thinks the walkabout is a posi-
tive idea.

“I think he probably has the opportunity 
to make a number of decisions that affect 
people’s lives, and the more he understands 
about what the lives of all sorts of different 
participants in Rice University life are like, 
the better he’ll be able to make those deci-
sions,” Atkinson said. 

Jones College sophomore Yo Sup Keum 
said he thinks it is important for Leebron to 
encourage interaction and to explore vari-
ous vantage points.

“It’s really … important for him to main-
tain the interactions and to explore different 
perspectives going around the campus,” 
Keum said.

To suggest a place for Leebron to visit on 
his walkabout, email president@rice.edu. 

0LEEBRON
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Grant Alford & Lauren Neatherlin
Why did you want to be RAs? 

We thought we would be able to bring a lot of 
useful input and guidance to the college be-
cause we both work at Rice in different roles. As 
an administrator, Lauren is a good source for all 
information from the school up to the univer-
sity level. On the other hand, studio teaching 
is unique in how intimate and collaborative the 
one-on-one conversations are in class. Studio 
instructors are like mentors, and this seemed 
like a good dynamic to bring to the college. Of 
course, we love Rice and the campus as well.

We were drawn to the sense of community, re-
spectfulness and friendliness of Martel. The 
students have worked hard to cultivate a well-
balanced atmosphere of knowing how to have 
a good time while being serious and ambitious 
students.

Martel College selected two new sets of resi-
dent associates this spring, Martel College Presi-
dent Katie Doody said. The first set is comprised 
of senior lecturer in the School of Architecture 
Grant Alford and school administrator in the 
School of Architecture Lauren Neatherlin. Grant 
teaches first- and fourth-year undergraduate ar-
chitectural design studios. In the spring, Grant 
teaches ARCH 305: Architecture for Non-Archi-
tects, a seminar about architectural design for 
nonmajors. He also directs the summer design 
program LAUNCH and is on the board of the Rice 

Design Alliance. Lauren previously served as 
graduate coordinator in the School of Architec-
ture. Currently, she is focusing on projects of a 
larger scope within the school. 

The second set of RAs is composed of Thiago 
Simoes Correa and Adrienne Simoes Correa. 
Thiago is originally from Brazil and received his 
doctorate in comparative sedimentology from 
the University of Miami. He is currently a geolo-
gist at ConocoPhillips. Adrienne is a lecturer in 
ecology and evolutionary biology department.

Doody, a senior, said the RAs were selected 

over the course of two months through brain-
storming sessions with the masters and two stu-
dents, the Martel president and vice president. 
They evaluated which qualities were important 
in an RA. This group was looking for someone 
passionate about being involved with students 
and interacting with the college as a whole. It 
took interest in people who were responsible 
and caring as a whole. A short list of potential 
RAs met with groups of Martel students four 
times in a formal panel interview, a group din-
ner, Oktoberfest and during a game of charades.

Martel selects two new pairs of RAs

We both felt that Rice is a great community 
and campus and wonderful place. We wanted 
to become more involved in the everyday life 
of the students, and when we heard of the 
opportunity to become RAs, we were very ex-
cited to do so.

Why Martel?

What will you do as RAs? What are 
your plans for future events?
We’re particularly interested in small group 
events. We started a film series (“Texas!!!”) and 
hope to foster engagement with the arts. We 
have a trip to the Houston Ballet planned for 
March.

Old chihuahua Chloe. Cat named Sugar.

Thiago wants to have an international Brazil-
ian themed dinner. Adrienne is interested in 
biological/outdoor based events by restoring 
native plants around Houston.

Do you have kids? Do you have 
pets? If so, what are their names?

We have a little boy who is almost 1 year old, 
named Caio.

What do you do for fun?

Grant: Reading widely, buying too many books 
to read, Xbox, learning obscure tricks for Il-
lustrator and Rhino (software), occasional hill 
country fishing.
Lauren: Reading fashion and interior blogs and 
magazines, baking and learning to sew.

Music: Pretty eclectic (everybody says that, we 
know). We’re on club/electronica/indie music 
right now, coming late to things like MGMT, but 
we’re just as happy listening to Merle Haggard or 
Doc Watson lament muskrats.
TV: Arrested Development, Modern Family.

We love to play with our son, run and drink 
good coffee. You can usually find us around 
Martel or around campus, especially at Rice 
Coffeehouse.

Do you agree or disagree with the 
following statement: Martel is not 
a college. Defend your answer.
Martel is not [just a] college. It’s a family! 

Disagree. Martel is the best college ever.

Why Martel?

Do you have kids? Do you have 
pets? If so, what are their names?

What kind of music do you listen 
to? What’s your favorite TV show?

Thiago & Adrienne Simoes Correa

We love that Martel is a newer college, and 
it has the opportunity to develop and con-
tinue new traditions. Here, we feel like we 
are a big family, and we can all interact in a 
unique way.

Why did you want to be RAs? 

What will you do as RAs? What are 
your plans for future events?

What do you do for fun?

Do you agree or disagree with 
the following statement: Martel 
is not a college. Defend your 
answer.
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by Lydia Smith
For The Thresher

One of Rice University’s newest clubs aims to 
unite students of different faiths by engaging in 
service projects in the Houston area. 

Better Together was started at Rice last sum-
mer as a chapter of the Better Together campaign 
created by Interfaith Youth Core, a larger national 
organization whose founder, Eboo Patel, is also a 
part of of President Barack Obama’s inaugural Ad-
visory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships. 

According to the campaign’s website, the 
Better Together campaign aims to promote reli-
gious tolerance on campus and engage students 
through conversation while acting together to con-
front common issues that impact the community. 

The Rice chapter of Better Together is led by 
Brown College senior Lara Wik, Lovett College ju-
nior Eric Talbert and Will Rice College sophomore 
Shayak Sengupta. 

Executive Director of Rice’s Boniuk Center for 
the Study and Advancement of Religious Toler-
ance Mike Pardee said the center has been sup-
portive of this new club. 

“To the extent that the Boniuk Center focuses 
its efforts on promoting tolerance and service 
among students, the club’s events represent stu-
dent-centered initiative at its best,” Pardee said. 
“The program was conceived entirely by Rice stu-
dents, and they have been the driving [force] be-
hind coordinating the events.”

Sengupta said the club has already engaged 
with the Houston community during its first year.

“We had many events this past semester, from 
writing letters to victims of crimes stemming from 
religious intolerance to a movie screening about 
religious misunderstanding after 9/11,” Sengupta 
said. “We also took a volunteer trip where we 
helped build a prayer garden in the lot of a former 
church in Houston’s Freedmen’s Town.”

Talbert said the Freedmen’s Town project en-
gaged Rice students with people from Houston.

“We’ve really connected with the Freedmen’s 
Town restoration movement due to our similar 
missions of promoting human rights awareness,” 
Talbert said. “Working on their prayer garden was 

a perfect project for our interfaith movement.”
Sengupta said another successful community 

project was the group’s visit to the Houston Food 
Bank in the fall.

“The trip to the food bank was definitely a 
worthwhile experience,” Sengupta said. “It was 
pretty cool to see so many people of faith and non-
faith traditions come out and do something mean-
ingful for the community.” 

The club’s next event will be an interfaith dia-
logue and hunger awareness simple meal for stu-
dents Saturday, Jan. 19 in the Brown Commons to 
benefit the food bank, Wik said.

Led by Wik, Talbert and Sengupta, this will 
be one of the Better Together Rice chapter’s main 
events of the semester and has been in the plan-
ning stages since this past summer, Wik said. 

According to the Boniuk Center Blog, Better 
Together participated in an Interfaith Youth Core 
Leadership Conference at the University of Penn-
sylvania over the summer and, after competing 
against 30 other schools, won a $250 scholarship 
to launch the event and advertising campaign.

Talbert said the goal of this event is to bring 
together members of different faith backgrounds 
and establish a common forum for people to talk 

about issues valued by all religions, such as feed-
ing the hungry. 

“The great thing about this dinner is that it 
generates dialogue about both faith and social is-
sues,” Talbert said. 

Wik said the event will consist of a simple ca-
tered meal, equivalent to what someone in poverty 
would be able to afford, followed by a discussion.

“Given that this weekend is Martin Luther King 
Jr. weekend, it seems especially relevant to come 
together to share our differences in the hope of cre-
ating a more peaceful and integrated community 
on Rice’s campus,” Wik said. 

As seen on the event’s Facebook page, Rice 
students have volunteered to participate in the ad-
vertising campaign for this event by modeling for 
posters holding signs stating their religious iden-
tity and why they care about hunger in Houston. 
According to Wik, students are invited to continue 
the campaign and post their own photos on the 
Facebook event online.

Tickets for Saturday’s event, beginning at 6 
p.m. in the Brown Commons, can be purchased 
for $5 or in exchance for a donation of two cans of 
food at the door. The event is open to anyone in the 
Rice community.

Club combines religious tolerance, service 

A group of Rice students visits the Houston Food Bank as part of the “Better Together” 
campaign, a new club aimed at promoting religious tolerance and bringing people of dif-
ferent religions together to do service in the Houston community.

by Dixita Viswanath
For The Thresher

The Oshman Engineering Design Kitch-
en is presenting an opportunity for stu-
dents, faculty and staff aimed at testing 
creativity and skill at various challenges, 
OEDK Director Maria Oden said. 

According to Oden, every Friday of this 
semester, except for during spring break 
and midterm recess, an OEDK Innovate 
event will be held from 12-1 p.m. for up to 
45 participants. Each week will feature a 
unique task targeted at different aspects of 
the creative design process, Oden said.

According to Oden, the purpose of this 
event is to work in teams to stretch the pow-
ers of observation to form remarkable solu-
tions to everyday problems. Participants 
are not expected to have any prior knowl-
edge to complete the challenge.

Oden said she recognizes students may 
have other commitments at 1 p.m. 

“Participants will be able to register on-
site beginning at 11:50 a.m. in the OEDK 
computer lab,” Oden said. “The program 
will begin at 12:05 p.m. sharp and will end 
by 12:55 p.m.”

Upon registration, participants will be 
divided randomly into teams of three peo-
ple, Oden said. Participants may neither 
choose their own teams nor work with the 
same members more than once.

Participants will be given the appropri-
ate materials to work with and specific in-
structions at the start of every challenge. 
Oden said most of the challenges must be 
completed within a time limit and will be 
assessed on-site. The winning team will 
split a $300 prize among the three partici-
pants. 

Oden said she got the idea for the pro-
gram after attending a meeting this sum-
mer called “Frontiers of Engineering Edu-
cation” and talking to a professor from St. 
Louis University about a similar program at 
his university. 

“[At SLU,] the challenge became a kind 
of a weekly institution,” Oden said. “They 
had to move it into the student center be-
cause so many people came to participate 
and watch the event. I want Rice’s OEDK’s 
Innovate program to eventually be that 
full.”

This program is being funded through 
money given directly to the OEDK in sup-
port of its activities, Oden said. In the fu-
ture, Oden hopes to encourage sponsors for 
this program. 

This past Friday, roughly 55 participants 
showed up to the first OEDK Innovate chal-
lenge. The first 45 participants were given 
entrance. For the first challenge, partici-
pants were given three jigsaw puzzles and 
were instructed to finish each one within 
the time limit. Oden said the first puzzle 
consisted of 100 pieces. The second puzzle 
was a bit trickier; participants were al-
lowed to look at the picture for one minute. 
The third puzzle was a 3-D model of a cat. 

Brown College junior Melody Tan, one 
of the three first-place winners of the com-
petition, said that without coordination 
within the group, success would have not 
have been possible. 

“We definitely had to work together to 
solve the puzzles,” Tan said. “For example, 
for the second puzzle, each of us memo-
rized one section of the puzzle and pro-
ceeded to build that section in particular.”

Jones College freshman Madeleine 
Crouch, another winner of the first OEDK 
Innovate challenge, arrived without any 
expectations for the hour. 

“I wanted to attend the challenge be-
cause I wanted to meet other students 
interested in solving puzzles and think-
ing outside the box,” Crouch said. “I also 
wanted to challenge myself by attempting 
to solve some difficult problems that fell 
outside the scope of normal classwork.”

According to OEDK Administrative Co-
ordinator Marilee Dizon, the registration 
computers crashed prior to the event. The 
problem was solved almost immediately, 
leaving a smooth run for the first OEDK In-
novate challenge.

“If, in the future, our biggest problem is 
a malfunction with our computers, I’ll con-
sider every week a success,” Dizon said. 

Oden said each week’s winning team 
would be featured on the OEDK website at 
oedk.rice.edu.

OEDK Innovate 
offers creative 
design challenge
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by Jane Su
For the Thresher

Students who are used to grabbing a bite of 
Chinese food at the window beside Sammy’s do 
not have to change that habit. The food, how-
ever, will no longer be coming from the O’Yeah 
Cafe. Instead, it will come from the new Ambas-
sador’s Chinese Restaurant.

The still sign-less Ambassador’s Restau-
rant moved into the Rice Memorial Center two 
weeks before the end of last year. The restau-
rant, owned by Wendy Wang, has been operat-
ing in Houston for 37 years, according to Wang. 
It started by cooking Cantonese food but soon 
branched out to dishes from all parts of China. 
Wang said the restaurant also tried to create 
some dishes that blend the Chinese tradition 
with the American taste.

“Some Chinese dishes are too strong in fla-
vor, so we decreased the amount of spices being 
used,” Wang said. “We also sweetened some 
dishes so that they are more agreeable to our 
American guests.”

Rice Housing and Dining Senior Business 
Director David McDonald said he could not dis-

cuss the details of why O’Yeah Cafe suddenly 
moved out.

“I can just say that O’Yeah Cafe failed to 
meet some requirements on the contract and 
had to be replaced soon,” McDonald said. “But 
O’Yeah can still do catering at Rice.”

McDonald said O’Yeah Cafe was originally 
introduced to H&D by the Rice Chinese Student 
and Scholar Club, an association for interna-
tional Chinese undergraduate and graduate 
students. He said RCSSC reminded him that 
Rice has a lot of Chinese students and suggest-
ed including a Chinese cafe in Rice’s on-cam-
pus dining options. According to McDonald, 
RCSSC helped with O’Yeah’s move-in process, 
making it quicker than normal.

RCSSC, however, is unaware of the details of 
the replacement process. According to RCSSC 
president Lu Wang, the club received an email 
at the end of last semester indicating that the 
O’Yeah Cafe would soon be replaced by a new 
Chinese restaurant.

“I didn’t even know the name of the new res-
taurant until now,” Lu Wang said.

Lu Wang said RCSSC has used O’Yeah to 
cater events in the past, and she enjoyed the 

food. She said she wondered why O’Yeah dis-
appeared so quickly and was replaced without 
warning.

McDonald said the choice of Ambassador’s 
was largely due to the timing. However, he said 
he personally liked the restaurant.

“Look at the long queue in front of their 
window — you can see that people love it, Mc-
Donald said. “They know their business and 
can serve the customers really quickly.”

Manager of Communications for Facilities 
Engineering and Planning Susann Glenn also 
expressed her praises for Ambassador’s.

“I eat there [two] or three times each week, 
and I like the food there,” Glenn said. “Wendy 
knows her customers; she always told me that 
I should add more of this or that. She is like an 
old mom.”

Fifth-year architecture student Luis Esteban 
Salcedo said Ambassador’s couldn’t compare 
to O’Yeah Cafe in food quality and service.

“There were more options at O’Yeah and the 
food generally looked more appetizing,” Sal-
cedo said. “The cheerful attitude of the servers 
of O’Yeah made going there a pleasant experi-
ence every time. The Ambassador reminded me 
of the gas station-like RechargeU that was right 
behind me.”

On the other hand, Wendy Wang said she 
is trying to improve the food quality of Ambas-
sador’s. She said her staff noticed that some 
people buy food at the window every day, so 
Ambassador’s purchases different vegetables 
and meats every day to ensure its customers 
can try different dishes.

Ambassador’s is only operating during 
lunchtime at the moment, but Wendy Wang 
said she planned to open her window for din-
ner as well.

“Rice told us that some people of the MBA 
program dine on campus in the evening,” Wen-
dy Wang said. “We will be glad to offer them 
dining services if possible.”

McDonald said H&D is considering allowing 
Ambassador’s to operate during dinnertime.

“We hope that by letting [Ambassador’s] 
serve dinners here, people at Rice can have 
more dining choices,” McDonald said.

Ambassador’s replaces O’Yeah Cafe NEWS IN BRIEF

Construction in front 
of Brown, Jones to 
fix flooding

The construction around Brown 
and Jones Colleges is attributed to the 
establishment of a new storm-sewer line, 
according to Facilities, Engineering and 
Planning Project Manager Joe Buchan. 

Buchan said the construction was 
prompted by flooding issues from previ-
ous years. 

“This area of campus has had 
trouble in the past with flooding issues,” 
Buchan said. “This installation should 
help eliminate the flooding problems 
because the new line is bigger and more 
robust.”

Construction by Belknap Plumbing 
involves replacing the main storm-sewer 
line, according to Buchan. The existing 
curb inlets will be tied into the newer line 
as weather permits. 

Buchan said the current phase of 
construction, which began on Jan. 17, is 
expected to be complete by the end of 
January if weather permits. According 
to Buchan, the rain last week hampered 
construction and changed the schedule. 
The second phase will take place next 
summer and will include the installation 
of an additional storm sewer.

Jones senior Mihir Mongia said that 
the construction is a deterrent in his 
daily path. 

“The pathway that is currently used is 
full of bikers and increased foot traffic,” 
Mongia said. “This makes biking [nearly] 
impossible.”

Brown freshman Amritha Kanakam-
edla said she is fine with the construc-
tion taking place currently. 

“It may be a hassle to walk around 
it, but in the long run, it will benefit both 
Brown and Jones,” Kanakamedla said. 

- Dixita Viswanath

Rice students, facutly and staff line up outside the Ambassador’s Chinese Restaurant to get a 
bite of Chinese food. Ambassador’s now occupies the location where O’Yeah Cafe used to be.
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NEWS IN RHYME

Notre Dame linebacker 
caught in a lie

Te’o and the Ghost (to the tune of 
Beauty and the Beast)

Tale as old as time
True, as it can be
But probably a lie
 
A linebacker in need of love
A woman on the coast
One tackles blokes
The other is a hoax
Te’o and the Ghost
 
But then from above
God called the girl home
At least that’s what Te’o said
That his dear love was dead
On air to Jim Rome
 
Tale as old as time
A man falls for hoax
True, as it can be
But probably a lie
Te’o and the Ghost

Manti Te’o’s deceased girlfriend was 
revealed to be a fraud this weekend. 
The Notre Dame linebacker claimed 
he was victim of a hoax, though 
many believed he invented the girl-
friend, her battle with Leukemia and 
the inspiration it caused him this 
football season.

– anthony lauriello

Obama presents gun control 
legislation

Obama announced that he thinks am-
munition rounds should be small
And that gun show rules would have to 
go through a strict overhaul
And that no one should be able to use 
assault weapons
The NRA sees these policies as a veri-
table Armageddon
And they feel a great deal of re-
sentment
About what they see as an attack on the 
2nd amendment
Obama says he is willing to fight
But chances of him passing anything in 
this congress are slight.

President Barack Obama unveiled a 
combination of legislation and execu-
tive orders for gun control this Wednes-
day in the wake of the Newton Massa-
cre in Connecticut last December. The 
NRA has vowed to fight the proposals.

RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Jan. 10, 2012 - Jan. 15, 2013.

Residential Colleges
South Colleges

Hanszen College
Sid Richardson College

Lovett College

Other Buildings
Alice Pratt Brown Hall

Other Locations
Off Campus on Main Street
Entrance Two

Jan. 12

Jan. 12
Jan. 12

Jan. 14

Jan. 12

Jan. 12
Jan. 13

Class C Assault, Class C citation 
issued
Theft of bicycle
Loud noise disrupts public peace, 
student referred to SJP
Theft of a bicycle

Theft of a bicycle

Driving with licence suspended 
Driving while intoxicated, adult ar-
rested

STUDENT ASSOCIATION MINUTES
The following were noted at the most recent meeting of the Student 
Association on Jan. 14.

■■■ SA President Sanjula Jain announced two informational sessions for those in-
terested in running for college or SA president. At each, Dean of Undergradu-
ates John Hutchinson will speak, and a panel of current presidents will answer 
questions and reflect on their experiences. Those with questions should email 
sapres@rice.edu or talk to their college president.

■■■ SA External Vice President Yoonjin Min announced the Spring Involvement Fair, 
which took place in the Rice Memorial Center Grand Hall on Jan. 15.

■■■ SA Director of Elections Monica Zatarain presented the timeline for SA General 
Elections. Students interested can begin submitting petitions Jan. 22. Election 
positions and the full timeline can be found at sa.rice.edu.

■■■ McMurtry College Senator Trent Navran spoke about entrepreneurship at Rice, 
mentioning OwlSpark and introducing entrepreneurship.rice.edu, and said he 
would present a revised proposal to the SA soon. Brett Hanson spoke about Owl-
Squad and announced that the Entrepreneurship Summit will be on Jan. 26. Stu-
dents can RSVP at goo.gl/aqDlk.

■■■ Jain said the Committee for the Student Vision for the Second Century was work-
ing on a final draft and would present it to President David Leebron’s cabinet 
on Jan. 22. She asked the audience for suggestions on how to ensure the SV2C 
remained relevant in future years.

■■■ Jain said she was setting up more opportunities for students to communicate 
with Rice’s board of trustees. She said on March 20, a tentative date, board 
members would eat with students in the serveries.

■■■ Jain said the initiative for a new student center was still on the agenda and that 
for it to happen, all of Rice’s students would need to push for it. She asked that 
those with suggestions for the new Rice Memorial Center email sapres@rice.
edu.

■■■ Jain said the Alcohol Policy Advisory Committee would submit its  recommenda-
tions to Hutchinson by Feb. 1 and that she expected changes in the Rice Alcohol 
Policy to happen before mid-March. She said that policy changes would occur. 
She asked for suggestions on how to announce the changes and encouraged stu-
dents with ideas to email sapres@rice.edu or to talk to their colleges presidents.

■■■ Jain said the Wellbeing Working Group received many applications from under-
graduates but she could only choose two. She asked for suggestions on how the 
group should communicate and maintain transparency.

■■■ Jain said college chief justices had been complaining about a lack of a support 
structure and resources. Jain said future chief justices should expect more  train-
ing sessions and support in the future.

■■■ Min announced the University Committee on Admissions’ new project to survey 
student leaders to get a better idea of what traits to look for in prospective stu-
dents. She said students with ideas should talk to her.

■■■ Kay Rodriguez and Andrea Mansur announced that an international service 
project to Guatemala would take place from May 5-19 and that applications, 
which are due Jan. 23, can be found at cic.rice.edu/ISP.

■■■ Jones College President Julian Castro announced that on Jan. 29 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Jones College Commons, Larry Kellner, a member of Rice’s board of trustees 
and former CEO of Continental Airlines, would be speaking.

■■■ Duncan College Senator Chynna Foucek announced that on Jan. 15, the leader 
of the Center for Teaching Excellence would speak at Herman Brown Hall Room 
227. She also said a sign belonging to Willy’s Pub had been stolen.

The SA will next meet on Jan. 28 in Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

NEWS IN BRIEF

The Thresher is hiring!
http://jobs.financialaid.rice.edu/index.cfm

NATIONAL NEWS



 by Ellen Trinklein
Thresher Staff

Prepare yourselves, Rice University stu-
dents. Sooner than you know, your hipster 
friends, laboratory partners, engineering room-
mates and those athletes you have never spo-
ken to will be sharing their artistic talents at 
the second annual undergraduate-led Celebrat-
eART Festival, Jan. 25-26. This year’s festival, 
similar to last year’s, will be held in and around 
the Rice Memorial Center and will showcase 
student works in visual arts, photography, film, 
music, dance, performance and fashion. The 
festival, sponsored in part by Rice Public Art, 
the Rice Student Activities President’s Program-
ming Fund and Saint Arnold Brewing Company, 
has expanded from one to two days in order to 
spread out the acts so that festival attendees 
will be able to experience more of the events.

According to visual arts committee co-head 
Andrea Romero, CelebrateART offers an oppor-
tunity for students of all majors to exhibit their 
artistic talents through a variety of media.

“It’s a chance for those who have [or have 
not] taken art classes to show their work, for 
others to appreciate it and to learn about the 
talent on campus,” Romero, a Martel College se-
nior, said. “It’s an effort to bring art to everyone 
on campus and to make them aware that there’s 
a presence for students to pursue it either as 
their major or as their hobby.”

This year’s festival has much more breadth 
than last year’s, festival co-coordinator Jennifer 
Ding said. From festival T-shirts that attendees 
will be encouraged to doodle on to the current 
Fondren Library first-floor hallway installation 
of sticky notes, prompting students to answer 
the question “What inspires you?” Celebrat-
eART is meant to not simply show students 
art on campus, but rather to involve them in it. 
Digital publicity for the festival has also demon-
strated the lengths to which the CelebrateART 
team is willing to go in order to make art fun and 
accessible to the Rice community.

“We are exploring new mediums of art, such 
as film, to promote the festival. We have short, 
silly clips of Rice students, such as [Baker Col-

lege sophomore] Andrew Stout draw-
ing President [David] Leebron and 
[Hanszen College sophomore] Dante 

by Brian Biekman
Thresher Staff

Alfred Hitchcock famously remarked that he 
enjoyed “playing the audience like a piano.” In 
the first scene of Zero Dark Thirty, director Kath-
ryn Bigelow (The Hurt Locker) plays all 88 keys 
at once. She is faced with a serious challenge: to 
portray the Sept. 11 attacks in an innovative man-
ner that will shock the audience without depicting 
either stock news footage or recreated images of 
planes crashing into the Twin Towers. In the most 
brilliant opening scene of recent years, the screen 
stays black as we listen to overlapping 911 calls 
from the Twin Towers. These first few minutes are 
terrifying and set the tone for the rest of the film: 
the lurid manhunt for Osama bin Laden.

After Sept. 11, the film moves to a CIA black 
site, a secret prison where suspected terrorists 
are tortured in an attempt to gather intelligence 
on bin Laden’s whereabouts. Jason Clarke (Pub-
lic Enemies) is sublime as the mysterious head 
interrogator, Dan. On the surface, Dan has all of 
the signs of a psychopath, but years of torturing 
detainees wear on his conscience so much that he 
begs for a Washington desk job. His performance 
drives home that most CIA interrogators are not 
monsters, even if their acts are monstrous. At the 
first black site, the audience meets Maya (Jessica 
Chastain, The Help). The first 45 minutes of the 
film follow Maya between black sites and CIA 
meeting rooms. The meetings are the low points of 
the film, primarily used to push the plot forward 
with confusing CIA jargon.

Chastain is the current front-runner for the 
Academy Award for best actress—and deservedly 
so: Maya belongs with Sarah Connor of the Ter-
minator franchise and Ellen Ripley of Alien in the 
pantheon of female movie badasses. However, un-
like these action heroes, Maya is not always heroic 
in her work. She has trouble with torturing detain-
ees and has to endure great frustration 
when it produces little intelligence. 
Her entire adulthood is dedicated to 
her mission, and we deeply under-
stand the psychology of someone like 
Maya, or William James in The Hurt 
Locker, whose life is completely fix-
ated on one thing. When bin Laden is 

finally killed, we feel like the greatest triumph be-
longs to her, not the intelligence community, Navy 
SEAL Team 6 or even the United States.

Recently, politicians and pundits have 
hounded Bigelow and screenwriter Mark Boal 
(The Hurt Locker) with accusations that they 
support the torture program employed during 
the Bush Administration (feminist Naomi Wolf 
even compared Bigelow to Leni Riefenstahl, 
director of the Nazi propaganda piece Triumph 
of the Will). These accusations are based on a 
specious argument: that depiction implies en-
dorsement. Quite the contrary: the film’s graphic 
and unromantic depiction of torture suggests 

Bigelow and Boal’s anti-torture stance. Bigelow 
and cinematographer Greig Fraser (Snow White 
and the Huntsman) shoot each interrogation 
scene in close-up, refusing to let audiences look 
away as a detainee begs for mercy or chokes dur-
ing a waterboarding session. Zero Dark Thirty 
does not need to condemn torture explicitly. It 
trusts that as compassionate people, we will be 
repulsed that human beings treat each other so 
horribly in America’s name. I doubt the pundits 
who revile Zero Dark Thirty place the same trust 
in the audience. Apologists of torture could per-
form mental gymnastics and claim Bigelow sup-
ports them if they ignore key facts of the film. For 
example, the manhunt for bin Laden makes no 
major progress until long after the detainee pro-
gram ends. Would clearly articulating the ineffi-
cacy of torture improve the movie? Probably, but 
that is a far cry from calling it a fascistic defense 
of war crimes.

While the torture controversy will linger 
for months and is the most probable reason for 
Bigelow being snubbed for a best director Os-
car nomination, few have disputed the artistic 
achievement of Zero Dark Thirty. Bigelow de-
picts several jihadi attacks including the July 7, 
2005, London bombings, with technical mastery 
and powerful emotion. The audience is used to 
explosions in movies, but the explosions are 
usually just a feast for the eyes, lacking any real 
meaning. When a terrorist attack claims casual-
ties in Zero Dark Thirty, the audience knows the 
personal or political context behind that attack. 
The raid on bin Laden’s compound is a master 
class in suspense filmmaking. Many Americans 
already know the story of Navy SEAL Team 6, but 
subconsciously, the audience is still anxious. Bi-
gelow and Boal try to make a great epic about the 
War on Terror, and on every level, they succeed. 
Zero Dark Thirty is the best American movie since  
The Hurt Locker.

Zero Dark Thirty

A
Starring: Jessica Chastain,  
Chris Pratt, Joel Edgerton
Rated: R
Released: Jan. 11
The Rundown: From the Sept. 11 
attacks to the assassination of 
Osama bin Laden, director Kathryn 
Bigelow’s Zero Dark Thirty follows 
CIA operatives in a graphic yet 
humanistic depiction of torture 
and warfare.

CelebrateART Festival
CelebrateART Festival
Produced by: Art Lab
Where: Rice Memorial Center
When: Jan. 25, 12 p.m.-10 p.m.; Jan. 26, 
12 p.m.-5 p.m.
The rundown: The second annual Cel-
ebrateART Festival will feature student 
art in a variety of forms, including studio 
art, photography, film, dance, perfor-
mance, music and fashion.

SCIENCE CAFE
Do angels and demons coex-
ist with the ghost of Darwin in 
a cosmos pre-existing the Big 
Bang? Jan. 23, from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m., The Rice University-Texas 
Medical Chapter of Sigma Xi will 
host its free science cafe event, 
a conversation called “Sci-
ence and Religion: Angels and 
Demons?” University of Texas 
Health Science Center professor 
Henry Strobel will be the fea-
tured speaker.

The Tasting Room
2409 West Alabama St.

www.sxricetmc.org

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this 

week.

FOLK MARKET
Friends do not let friends shop 
at generic chain stores. The in-
die crafters, makers and sell-
ers, including Cat Lady Crafts 
of Pop Shop Houston, will host 
their first-ever Folk Market at 
AvantGarden on Jan. 20. This 
market will repeat every third 
Sunday of the month and will 
feature activities, beverages, 
music and art from 12 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. on the patio bar.  
Admission is free.

AvantGarden
411 Westheimer Road
popshophouston.com

LOUIS
Louis Armstrong may have 
passed but “They Can’t Take 
That [Music] Away From Me.” 
Trumpeter and singer Byron 
Stripling will invoke the influen-
tial jazz musician with his Arm-
strong musical renditions today 
and tomorrow at 8 p.m. and 
Jan. 20 at 7:30 p.m. in the Jones 
Hall for Performing Arts. What a 
wonderful evening it will be at 
the Houston Symphony. Tickets 
start at $29.

Jones Hall for the Perform-
ing Arts

615 Louisiana St.
houstonsymphony.org

MLK JR.
Remember the reason for our 
long weekend on Jan. 21 by 
attending the Black Heritage 
Society’s 35th annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. birthday parade 
and community festival. The 
free parade will start at 10 a.m. 
at Minute Maid Park, and the 
festival will host activities, live 
performances and food booths 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Minute Maid Park
501 Crawford St. 

originalmlkparade.org
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Zero Dark Thirty incites controversy

CelebrateART Festival 
exhibits student talent

0see Celebrate, page 10
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This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser
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12-12-12: The Concert for Sandy Relief (Various Artists) 
Recorded from the benefit concert at Madison Square Garden, this 
collection includes standout performances from artists such as 
Bruce Springsteen, Alicia Keys, Coldplay, Eric Clapton, The Who and 
Bon Jovi on a two-disc set. In the spirit of the event, the Robin Hood 
Foundation relief fund will receive 100 percent of the net proceeds 
of Columbia Records and the artists from the sale of this album. Pro-
ceeds will go toward improving areas in the Mid-Atlantic and North-
eastern United States affected by Hurricane Sandy in October 2012.

Broken City – In his return to gritty, dramatic roles after 
starring in last summer’s hit film Ted, Mark Wahlberg plays 
an ex-cop who sees a chance for redemption when New 
York’s powerful mayor (Russell Crowe, Les Miserables) calls 
upon him to help determine whether his wife (Catherine Ze-
ta-Jones, Chicago) is having an affair, which might hurt his 
chances for re-election. Yet as he begins to investigate the 
case, the cop becomes embroiled in a bigger scandal than 
he realized. R. 109 min.

End of Watch  – From the writer of 2001’s Training Day comes a 
similarly riveting story of two Los Angeles police officers (Jake Gyl-
lenhaal, Brokeback Mountain and Michael Pena, Crash) patrolling 
the mean streets of the city’s South Central region, captured from 
the lens of handheld and surveillance cameras. Well-reviewed and 
-acted, the gripping film keeps viewers on the edge of their seats 
as the cops find themselves the target of the nation’s most danger-
ous drug lord. Bonus features include an audio commentary and 
deleted scenes.

Love Songs (Destiny’s Child) –The first release from one of 
the all-time best-selling musical trios since 2005’s compilation 
#1’s, Love Songs is a collection of previously unreleased ballads 
and romantic compositions recorded during the group’s heyday 
of 1997-2004. The album also includes “Nuclear,” a new single 
produced by Pharrell Williams, and serves as further promotion 
for lead singer Beyonce’s upcoming performance during the Su-
per Bowl XLVII Halftime Show, where the group is expected to 
make its first public appearance in nearly a decade.

The Last Stand – For the first time since his stint as governor 
of California, Arnold Schwarzenegger returns to the screen in a 
starring role, after cameo appearances in The Expendables se-
ries. Portraying a sheriff in a sleepy border town, Schwarzeneg-
ger must work with a United States law enforcement agent (Forest 
Whitaker, The Great Debaters) in order to intercept a notorious 
drug kingpin fugitive. Also starring Johnny Knoxville of Jackass 
fame, this popcorn flick will satisfy action fans over the long 
weekend. R. 107 minutes.

Suspect (Robert Crais) – From the best-selling author of 
Taken and The Sentry comes another crime fiction novel sure to 
satisfy fans of his Elvis Cole and Joe Pike series. This edition fol-
lows Scott James, a Los Angeles Police Department officer unfit for 
duty following an assault that killed his former partner, until he 
meets his new companion, a bomb-sniffing German shepherd. To-
gether, the unlikely pair sets out to investigate the culprit behind 
the death of James’ former colleague, and while learning more 
about himself, James encounters an unlikely truth about the case.
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Zakhidov taking photos in the academic 
[quadrangle],”  Ding, a Baker sophomore, said. 

The festival lineup includes art galleries 
displaying 2-D, 3-D and digital art as well as 
photography, film screenings, a fashion show, 
music acts, dance performances, theatrical 
one-acts and a student art market. The art mar-
ket will provide a platform both for individual 
students to sell their art and for clubs to recruit 
members with interactive activities.

On Friday night, visitors will want to catch 
the performance of student sketch comedy 
group Kinda Sketchy. The group performed at 
last year’s festival to a crowd that filled all of 
Sammy’s. This year, the group hopes to once 
again leave the audience in stitches.

While the art hanging from the gallery 
walls will be selected based on quality by 
the CelebrateART team, Ding said the goal 
of this year’s festival is to engage as many 
Rice students as possible through accessible,  
interactive media. 

“After a visit here, you’ll find yourself leav-
ing with an arm embellished with henna tat-
toos, a new commitment to a hip-hop crew 
and cool art that you have created,” Ding said. 
“This year, we are focusing on the interac-
tive nature of art through fun, artistic activi-
ties that literally anyone can and should try. 
Spray-painted T-shirts, a drum circle, stop-
motion photography and dance workshops 
are just a few of the many things we have 
planned for people to experience art in an  
unconventional way.”

Other festival activities include a drawing 
circle and a photo booth hosted by the Intsti-
tute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers. 
There will also be an art gallery reception on 
Friday night, at which winning artworks will 
be announced; the winners will be selected 
by a panel of judges made up of profession-
als involved in the arts both at Rice and in the 
greater Houston community.

According to Romero, the variety of visual 
art submissions looks promising so far. 

“We’ve received works in every cat-
egory,” Romero said. “I was surprised about 
the amount of sculptures and digital art  
we’ve received.”

CelebrateART also boasts a full music 
schedule, with acts performing in venues in-
cluding the Rice Memorial Chapel, Ray Court-
yard and the Grand Hall, music committee co-
head Alexandra Krawetz said.

“Some performance highlights include 
[McMurtry College senior] Jess Walker, stu-
dents of the Shepherd School of Music and 
various bands, such as Fire Alarm,” Krawetz, 
a Will Rice College freshman, said. 

The festival will also feature five- to 10-min-
ute lectures from musicians such as DJ Chaney 
(Will Rice senior Clayton Chaney); Shepherd 
School of Music associate professor of compo-
sition and theory Anthony Brandt; and profes-
sor of physics and astronomy Frank Toffoletto, 
who teaches Rice’s Physics of Music class, 
Krawetz said.

CelebrateART’s GuerrillaART, which is 
publicity in the form of quirky art installa-
tions set up around campus, will kick off the 
final push for advertising in the week before  
the festival.

“This annual tradition of covering campus 
with crazy art installations overnight is one of 
my favorites, and I can’t wait to see how things 
turn out this year,” Ding said.

For more information about the festival, 
visit celebrateart.rice.edu. 

0CELEBRATE
 from page 8

Amanda Gutierrez
Thresher Staff

The newest shop in the Houston coffee 
scene is already proving to be a sensation 
among local coffee-lovers. Tucked away be-
hind Aladdin Mediterranean Cuisine and the 
Japanese restaurant Uchi is Southside Espres-
so, a small shop that you could easily miss if 
you drive too quickly down Westheimer. The 
quaint coffee bar was opened in the fall by 
Sean Marshall, a well-known name in the lo-
cal coffee circle. Marshall is also the owner of 
Fusion Roasting Company, located in south 
Houston. He was mentored by the one-and-
only Ken Palmer, a famous Houston specialty 
roaster and himself the student of Alfred Peet. 
Peet founded Peet’s Coffee & Tea and revolu-
tionized coffee roasting with innovative tech-
niques, such as being one of the first to use 
the French roast in the United States. He is 
also credited with teaching the founders of 
Starbucks essentially everything they knew.

Marshall continues this specialty roasting 
legacy through his own company and is form-
ing special partnerships with coffee-growers 
in Ethiopia and Yemen. Southside imports 
green, raw coffee beans grown and milled 
at a family coffee farm located deep in the 
mountains of Yemen. Packages of these coffee 
beans, along with beans from Honduras and 
El Salvador, are sold at the shop.

After hearing the history of Marshall and 
the origins of his coffee business, I tried one 
espresso and one coffee drink. The barista 
suggested the Honduras Las Trancas drip cof-
fee, which I found to be too oily and acidic. It 
had medium boldness and a delightful citrus 
taste, but that was completely overpowered 
by the mouth-puckering acidity. It was light 
and a good coffee to drink black; however, 
since I enjoy a sweeter, smoother taste, it was 
difficult for me to enjoy this one at all.  

Next, I tried a latte using the El Salvador 
blend. It was sweet, smooth and a bit savory, 
with a chocolate undertone. This espresso 
redeemed Southside to me after the unpleas-

antly bitter drip coffee I tasted. For those who 
enjoy bold espresso drinks, Marshall recom-
mends the Yemen single origin espresso as a 
macchiato. To add variety, Southside features 
a guest coffee from local roasters each week, 
such as Cuvee Coffee roasted in Austin. 

Southside offers relatively cheap coffee, 
with each drink costing $2-$4. The indoor 
seating area of the cafe is relatively small, 
with tables barely large enough to hold both a 
laptop and a cup of coffee. However, the shop 
is neither busy nor distracting and offers free 
Wi-Fi. It may not be the best place to set up 
shop and study for an upcoming test, but it 
is perfect for socializing with friends and ob-
serving the baristas as they craft drinks using 
fancy coffee contraptions. Step into Southside 
for a savory cup of espresso, and listen to Mar-
shall’s fascinating story of his journey to be-
coming coffee-roasting royalty.

Southside EspressoRoa sted:

Southside Espresso

A-
Location: 904 Westheimer Road
Phone Number: 713-942-9990
Price Range: $
The rundown: Though seating is 
limited, Southside Espresso is 
a cozy Westheimer coffee shop 
that offers free Wi-Fi and smooth, 
savory espresso drinks. AmAndA Gutierrez/thresher

AmAndA Gutierrez/thresher

Sean Marshall pours manual drip coffee.

Rosetta latte art at Southside Espresso.

Want to work for 
the Thresher?

Our business 
department is hiring! 
Check http://jobs.financial-
aid.rice.edu/index.cfm for 
jobs listings and more infor-
mation about positions.
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by Nicolette Chamberlain
For the Thresher 

After boosting their ranking from No. 71 
to No. 30 throughout the 2012 season, the 
Rice women’s tennis team is taking that mo-
mentum straight into the 2013 season. With 
a 10-person team composed almost entirely 
of returning players, Head Coach Elizabeth 
Schmidt and the team are eager to add to the 
successes of last year.

The Owls will begin their spring season this 
Friday, Jan. 18, at 1 p.m. with a home opener 
against Lamar University. According to the ini-
tial Intercollegiate Tennis Association Division 
I Women’s Team Rankings released Jan. 10, 
Rice women’s tennis will be entering the sea-
son ranked 29th, sharing the spot with Arizo-
na. Though the team came back from a month 
and half break from practice last Monday, 
Schmidt is optimistic for Friday’s dual match.

“[The team] came back with a lot of energy, 
a lot of passion, and had a really good week 
of practice last week,” Schmidt said. “We’re 
hoping to build on that this week and get a 
lot of point play in to get ready for Friday.”

In addition to beginning the season with 
such an improved ranking, the Owls are also 
coming off of their first appearance in the 
NCAA Sweet 16. Like Schmidt, sophomore 
Natalie Beazant has even more hope for the 
season after seeing the team’s capability.

“[Making it to the Sweet 16] was a great 
experience for us and something that we are 
now craving even more,” Beazant said. “I 
would also like for us to keep moving Rice 
women’s tennis forward so that in the future 
we are known as a dominant program.”

Beazant held the No. 1 singles and dou-
bles spot for the Owls last season in addition 
to being named the 2012 Conference USA 
Player of the Year. Ranked 50th in singles 

and 56th with sophomore Dominique Har-
math in doubles, Beazant will continue to be 
a strong benefactor.

Despite being unable to complete the ITA 
National Indoor Championships in Novem-
ber due to an elbow injury, Beazant’s victory 
in both singles and doubles at the Midland 
Invite Sep. 14-16 and a 9-3 record for the fall 
foreshadow a successful spring.

However, the true wave of success for the 
team has been a result of the team’s depth.

Harmath, who earned a 7-2 singles and 8-3 
doubles fall record, won the No. 1 singles title 
in the Cougar Fall Open Nov. 4 in addition to 
producing several upsets in other invitation-
als. Junior Kimberly Anicete and sophomore 
Stephanie Nguyen are also coming off strong 
fall showings.

Sophomore transfer Liat Zimmerman will 
be adding a lot to the Owls lineup this season 
as well. Senior captain Katie Gater, who went 

undefeated in the NCAA finals last year, sees 
great potential in this across-the-board talent.

“So many of the girls are extremely men-
tally tough and I know we can win a lot of big 
matches this year with this strength,” Gater 
said. “The freshmen have also been working 
very hard and it’s great to know that our team 
this year will have even greater depth than 
last year.”

With a full team effort from the players, 
coaches, trainers and fans, the Rice women’s 
tennis team hopes to qualify for the NCAA 
tournament, host a regional and return to the 
Sweet 16. The Owls are also hoping to get re-
venge on conference rival Tulsa after losing 
to them in the 2012 C-USA finals. Despite the 
bright outlook for this year, Schmidt will be 
constantly pushing her team to improve.

“I think really the important thing is to 
take it one match at a time and keep focused 
on that,” Schmidt said.

Women’s Tennis sets sights on improvement

Women’s basketball takes down Tulsa, 56-53 

Teddy Grodek
           Thresher Staff 

Things were merrier in 2012 for the Rice 
women’s basketball team than in 2013 so 
far. After a long Winter Break home stand, 
the Owls lost their first game of the new 
year to 37th ESPN ranked Texas A&M Uni-
versity team, ending a five-game winning 
streak. The team then opened Conference 
USA play with a fall to Eastern Carolina 
University before rebounding with a victory 
against a bottom-of-the pack University of 
Tulsa team.

The Owls went down quickly against 
A&M, which started the game on a 27-9 run. 
The Owls closed the gap at halftime only to 
have A&M open the lead back up. The Owls 
lost by a final score of 80-57. Junior forward 
Jessica Kuster led the way with 18 points and 
eight assists for the Owls.

Rice, which has traditionally had trouble 
playing on the road, started the C-USA sea-
son against ECU in Greenville, N.C. The Pi-
rates, who played well in the non-conference 
portion of their season, are one of the favor-
ites to compete for the C-USA crown.

ECU started off hot, going on a 10-0 run to 
start the game. Rice only shot 29 percent from 
the field in the first half and did not score a 
single 3-point bucket. They were down 15 
points headed into halftime.

Rice battled the second half but fell well 
short of closing the gap, losing 60-41. Sopho-
more guard Maya Adetula led the team with 
10 points off the bench in only 13 minutes of 
play. The Rice starters contributed only 20 
points in the contest.

Against Tulsa this past Sunday at Tudor 
Fieldhouse, the Owls had a much better start. 
They jumped out to a 6-0 lead in the game 
forcing an early Tulsa timeout, then opened 
up the lead to 17-8 before Tulsa came roar-
ing back.

Tulsa, after a plethora of lead changes, 
eventually took a four-point lead with three 
minutes left in the first. After Rice made 
a basket, the Owls headed into halftime 
down two.

With only minutes to go, the game was still 
a one-possession game. Freshman forward 
Megan Palmer hit a jump shot with three 
minutes left. Tulsa had a chance to tie on the 
next possession, but let Kuster get around the 
ball, resulting in a turnover. Kuster hit a free 
throw on the other end of the court, sealing 
the Owls’ victory with a final score of 56-53.

“Both teams came in here after losing the 
opening conference game,” Head Coach Greg 
Williams said. “So it was very important for 
us to win and protect our home court.”

Kuster had her ninth double-double this 
year, dropping 18 points and 12 rebounds. 
Sophomore forward Christal Porter recorded 
her first career double-double, with 11 points 
and a team-high 15 rebounds. Sophomore for-
ward Nakachi Maduka, getting a start after 
her previous team high in points, had 13 on 
five rebounds.

The Owls look forward to a home game 
against Tulane University before hitting the 
road and taking on Southern Methodist Uni-
versity. Both teams already have 10 wins this 
season, making this one of the Owls’ most 
difficult weeks of conference play.

Freshman Elena Gumbs, No. 24, fends off Tulsa’s Antoinet Webster, No. 15 at Tudor Fieldhouse last Sunday. Rice won 56-53. 

The Owls concentration now shifts to Tulane and SMU

lexi eisenberg/thresher

lexi eisenberg/thresher
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Ryan Glassman
Thresher Staff

After a loss in the league opener last 
Wednesday, the Rice Owls men’s basketball 
team traveled to Tulsa, Okla., on Saturday for 
its first Conference USA road game of the sea-
son.

Led by senior guard and leading scorer 
Tamir Jackson, the Owls (3-12, 0-2) jumped 
out to a 33-26 lead at the half, shooting eight 
for 13 from the 3-point line in the first 20 min-
utes while assisting on eight of their first 10 
baskets. Rice held off the University of Tulsa 
Golden Hurricane (10-7, 2-1) for the first 10 
minutes of the second half, but Tulsa chipped 
away before taking the lead on a pair of free 
throws with under eight minutes left. The Owls 
reclaimed the lead on free throws from sopho-
more Seth Gearhart with 5:57 left but were held 
to just one field goal over the remainder of the 
game. Tulsa pulled away for a 67-51 victory in 
spite of a strong effort from Jackson, who lead 
the way with 14 points, five rebounds and five 
assists.

After an even disparity at the free-throw line 
at halftime, Tulsa went 20 for 23 from the stripe 
in the second half, utilizing its size advantage 
after intermission to wear down Rice’s interior 
defense. The Owls were out-rebounded 22-7 in 
the second half, allowing Tulsa to win in the 
game’s final minutes.

“This game was a building block for us,” 
Head Coach Ben Braun said after the defeat. 
“I thought we came out aggressive. If we could 
have closed the disparity at the free-throw 
line, I think we would really have had a good 
chance to win.”

Rice then hosted the University of Memphis 
(13-3, 3-0) on Wednesday night. Memphis is 
the top team in the conference, with trips to 
the NCAA Tournament in eight of the past 10 
years. The Owls took a two-point lead with un-
der five minutes left in the first half but entered 
the break trailing 31-24 after a Tigers run. Mem-
phis took control in the second half, pounding 
the ball inside and getting easy looks at the 

rim against the undersized Owls. The visitors 
went 15 for 22 from the field in the second half, 
outscoring Rice 30-14 in the paint en route to 
a 77-51 victory. Junior Austin Ramljak led the 
Owls with 14 points, while freshman guard 
Max Guercy added 13 points.

 “In the second half, [I] give Memphis 
credit,” Braun said. “They went inside. They 
made a concerted effort to go to the basket. 
They had quite a size advantage on us … Even 
though our guards battled hard, that created 
a margin for them.”

Rice hosts the University of New Orleans 
tomorrow at 7 p.m. in its final non-confer-
ence game of the year before heading east on 
Wednesday for a league game at the Univer-
sity of Central Florida.

Recruiting Update

Over the holiday season, Braun announced 
the addition of a fifth member to his 2013-14 re-
cruiting class; 6-foot-9-inch forward Sean Obi 
from Green Farms Academy in Connecticut.

Ranked by ESPN as the No. 32 center in his 
class, the native of Nigeria led the nation last 
season with 20 rebounds per game. The addi-
tion of Obi, now the most highly-touted mem-
ber of the class, will provide a post presence 
for a team that currently stands last in the C-
USA in rebounding.

Obi joins a group of four more high school 
seniors that Braun brought in during the 
early signing period. Leading that group is 
Drew Bender, a small forward from Phoe-
nix, Ariz., praised for his shooting ability 
and competitiveness at the high school level. 
Marcus Jackson, the lone guard in the group, 
brings from Los Angeles a lethal jump shot 
and a wiry frame with room to add some 
weight. Also headed to Rice is 6-foot-11-inch 
Andrew Drone from Illinois, a large body on 
the block with raw offensive skills and plenty 
of upside. The fifth member of the group is 
Denzel Davis, a 6-foot-8-inch power forward 
from Orlando, Fla., with great length and the 
ability to play on the wing.

Men’s Basketball falls to Memphis, 77-51 

Senior Tamir Jackon attempts to shoot a basket past Memphis junior guard Geron Johnson.
soorya avali/thresher

Men’s Track season starts
Daniel Elledge

Thresher Staff

After a much deserved winter break, various 
members of the men’s cross-country team put on 
their running shoes and got back out in their re-
spective events. Joining the rest of the men’s indoor 
track team the season started rapidly at the Texas 
A&M University 12-team Indoor Invitational.

It was an all-Texas affair as all 12 university 
track programs from Texas, including Baylor Uni-
versity and the University of Houston. Nationally 
ranked Texas A&M won their own meet, with Rice 
finishing in the middle of the pack in 7th place.

Despite the average ranking, the Owls shined, 
especially the long-distance runners. Freshman 
Will Roberts (brother of junior Travis Roberts) 
started his freshman campaign in style, with a 
victory in the mile run and a time of 4:19:88. He 
outlasted Texas A&M senior Stephen Curry and 
Stephen F. Austin University senior Hunter Russell 
by .2 seconds . Following Roberts were Rice seniors 
Mike Troop and Sammy Abuhamra, who finished 

in 12th and 21st, respectively.
Rice was not done with its strong long-distance 

performance, as senior Gabe Cuadra also stepped 
up. Cuadra managed a third-place finish in the 
3,000-meter with a time of 8:31:34, only two sec-
onds behind Houston sophomore Yonas Tasfai, 
who won the race. Cuadra was not the only Owl 
flying in that race: Seniors James Llamas and Matt 
Carey finished in 8th and 18th, respectively.

The Owls also got some team points thanks to 
senior Clayton Chaney in the 60-meter hurdles. Ini-
tially, Chaney qualified in sixth, which was good 
enough to place him in the final. There, Chaney 
gave a solid effort, winding up with a fifth-place 
finish with a time of 8.11 seconds. Helping out in 
the field was sophomore Chris Pillow in the pole 
vault. He was one of only four men to jump over 
five meters, with his highest completed attempt a 
height of 5.10. Senior Alec Hsu came away with 8th 
place with a height of 4.80 meters. The Owls are 
back in Houston tomorrow as they look to compete 
in the Leonard Hilton Classic at the University of 
Houston Athletics/Alumni Center.
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The Fifth Lap

Ten thousand stories passed by Rice 
last Sunday morning. 

Or perhaps better said, 10,000 sets of 
people’s stories. As much of campus slept 
or sheltered from the cold, rainy morning, 
10,000 people raced, ran, shuffled and 
walked past the ninth mile marker and 
down South Main Street on their way to 
completing the Houston Marathon, each 
with their own unique tales of how they 
came to the starting line. 

I have had the privilege of volunteer-
ing during the marathon over the last four 
years, with jobs that include updating the 
splits of the leaders from the press truck 
and working in the elite athlete hospital-
ity suite. Every year, I have come away 
struck by the event. 

I am always awed by the feats of the 
elite human athlete. Men crank out sub-
five-minute mile after sub-five-minute 
mile, while the top women find them-
selves consistently under 5:30 — and 
that doesn’t even begin to note the even 

more blistering pace by those only rac-
ing 13.1 miles.

I am always impressed by the display 
of human persistence. For over six hours, 
runners of all ability levels battle blisters, 
sore muscles, aching joints and whatever 
conditions the temperamental Houston 
January weather decides to throw at them, 
all in order to reach a finish line that 
marks not only the end of a race, but also 
the completion of months of preparation. 

And I am always moved by the show 
of support for the runners. From fans 
to bands and belly dancers, not to men-
tion scores of volunteers, every year  the 
people of Houston come out to support 
the runners that flood their streets. Even 
in the unpleasant conditions that marked 
this past Sunday’s race, the streets were 
still lined with supporters. 

This year, however, I was struck by 
something else I did not wholly expect. 
Reflecting on marathon weekend, I could 
not help but note how often I found myself 
proud to be affiliated with Rice University. 

It is a strange sensation to have after 
participating in an event in which Rice is 
not institutionally involved. Yet in small 
but meaningful ways, it became clear that 
Houston’s great running event and great 
research university are indirectly inter-
twined. 

There were the accomplishments of 
Rice-affiliated runners.  For example, tra-
versing the Houston course once again 

was Rice alumnus Jack Lippincott (Baker 
’70), who in 5 hours, 54 minutes completed 
his 39th consecutive Houston Marathon, 
more consecutive Houston Marathons 
than any individual ever. Meanwhile, on 
the other end of the experience spectrum 
sat the smiles and stories of classmates 
and friends who had left the hedges to 
complete their first full or half marathon. 

There were the Rice-organized support-
ers, most notably the Marching Owl Band, 
which, fedoras firmly in place, had mem-
bers gathered along the Outer Loop to lend 
musical encouragement to those passing by. 

There were those with miscellaneous 
connections to the university. All around 
the course flashed the familiar faces of 
a masters running group (a designation 
for those competitors past their athletic 
prime) that often trains at Rice’s track. 
The weekend also featured various con-
versations with fellow volunteers whose 
sons or daughters or friends had gradu-
ated from Rice (one of whom was proud 
to know that no matter what the time, 
Hanszen College still sucks). 

And it would be remiss not to note 
Rice’s contribution to the media cover-
age. Sitting in the TV booth fully clad in 
Rice gear was men’s track and field Head 
Coach Jon Warren, adding expert com-
mentary and becoming a face for Rice Uni-
versity to households across the area who 
tuned in to ABC 13’s coverage. 

The experience served not only as an 

example of the ways Rice is subtly con-
nected to Houston, but also as a reminder 
of the opportunity and responsibility our 
university has to positively impact the city 
it calls home. 

It is a responsibility and opportunity 
that touches all parts of campus, from 
our researchers to our community service 
groups to our athletic department. More-
over, it should manifest itself both in for-
mal ways, with events like Outreach Day, 
and informal ways, in which those of us 
fortunate enough to work or study at Rice 
use what we learn to make a difference 
outside of it. 

There exist numerous examples of 
Rice responding to this opportunity, from 
Professor of Sociology and Co-Director of 
the Kinder Institute for Urban Research 
Stephen Klineberg’s Houston Community 
Survey to the construction of the new con-
tinuing studies building, the D. Kent and 
Linda C Anderson and Robert L. and Jean 
T. Clarke Center, to the youth teams that 
attend Rice games. But as we enter our 
second century, it would be a grave error 
to rest on those laurels. 

Rice strives, as it should, to be a place 
that changes the world. However, as part 
of that pursuit, it must devote itself to 
changing the smaller world in which it 
resides. 

Ten thousand stories should not just 
pass by Rice — at least some of them 
should be transformed by it. 

Rice University and the significance of the Houston Marathon

 Gabe  Cuadra

Men’s Track season starts
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Rice Student-Run Businesses Changeover

When Hanszen College junior Mathi-
son Ingham first started working at Coffee-
house, he still went by Nick and the entire 

store was located in the small space that 
has since housed Little Willy’s and two  

Chinese restaurants.
“My [Orientation Week] advisor worked 

at Coffeehouse, and he encouraged me to 
apply,” Ingham said. “I started my sec-
ond semester of freshman year and have 
been working there ever since.”

Ingham started at Coffeehouse’s 
entry-level position: a “Keeper of the Cof-

fee,” or KOC. After one semester, Ingham 
moved with Coffeehouse into its current lo-
cation and became the food manager. How-
ever, the unprecedented new volume of the 
larger location presented new challenges.

“We had no idea how much food to pur-
chase,” Ingham said. “Eventually, we ad-

justed, but it took a while to adapt to the new 
demand. It gave me the opportunity to learn 
the business aspects of the shop.”

After a semester with the purchasing re-
sponsibilities, Ingham transitioned into the 
more creative role of special projects manag-
er. This open-ended position gives a Coffee-

house employee the opportunity to develop 
new projects and initiatives for the store.

“My two main projects were the Art Wall in-
store showcase and the weekly concert series, 
Espresso Yourself,” Ingham said.

With experience in two managerial posi-
tions, Ingham made the decision to apply for 
the position of general manager in the fall. 
He felt his background in multiple aspects of 
the business would prove a valuable asset in 
Coffeehouse’s overarching managerial posi-
tion. At Coffeehouse, the outgoing Coffee-
house seniors — including then-manager Sid 
Richardson College senior Emika Ijuin — in-
terview and eventually select a current em-
ployee for the general manager position, and 
at the end of last November, Ingham learned  
he had been chosen.

The general manager position primarily 
consists of organizing the managerial staff and 
establishing the main goals for the store in the 
following year, Ingham explained. As such, 
he has been working with his staff to plan  
for the year.

“My plan has three major components,” 
Ingham said. “First, I want to improve the 
consistency of KOC training. Second, I want 
to increase coffee education for custom-
ers of the shop. Lastly, I want Coffeehouse 
 to become more involved in the growing Hous-
ton coffee scene.”

Coffeehouse has a large group of employ-
ees to balance the demand of the Rice commu-
nity with the hectic schedules of the student 
employees. As such, the considerable staff 
presents its own set of difficulties, Ingham 
said. Namely, he cited the issue of effectively 
training so many KOCs.

“[Coffeehouse] is now the largest-vol-
ume private vendor of coffee in Houston,”  
Ingham said.

Ingham wants to use this large consumer 
base to increase customers’ coffee knowledge. 
He wants to educate people on the entire pro-
cess of coffee production and to lead them to-
ward a deeper appreciation of the product.

Lastly, Ingham hopes Coffeehouse can be-
come an important player in the emergent lo-
cal coffee scene in Houston. He explained that 
this coffee community is still small and that 
Coffeehouse can learn from and grow along-
side this grassroots coffee movement.

“Houston is becoming a great city for cof-
fee with new shops opening and is really 
supportive and enthusiastic,” Ingham said. 
“I think Coffeehouse can be one of the best  
shops in Houston.”

Helene Dick started 
working at Willy’s Pub the same 
day she was selected as the gen-
eral manager. As she explains, she is the sec-
ond-newest employee.

“At the end of last semester, [Pub] issued an 
open application to all the student-run busi-
ness managers,” Dick said. “So I applied.”

Although new to Pub, Dick has been in-
volved with Rice’s student-run businesses 
since her freshman year, when she was an 
inventory manager for the Hoot. From there, 
Dick’s work for the business continued as she 
served as the manager of the Hoot North and 
as the marketing manager for the Hoot.

“The only place that I’ve never really been 
as far as student-run businesses go is in fi-
nance and food safety,” Dick said.

Using this experience, Dick has big plans 
for the future of the business, and her gift for 
effective marketing is already apparent — she 
started the semester with a series of different 
Syllabus Week promotions. She leads her man-

agement team as collaboratively as possible, 
focusing more generally on the entire team 
rather than assigning highly specific roles.

“I hired two students to work on the man-
agement team in marketing positions,” Dick 
said. “My job is to make sure that [Pub] come[s] 
out of the basement.”

Still, she acknowledges that this task has 
its own set of challenges. Pub’s legacy and 
history is very important to the business, but 
sometimes it can make changes difficult.

“Everyone knows that you can get a beer at 
Pub,” Dick said. “Not everyone knows that you 
can also get a panini.”

Still, she is working to change this per-
ception by offering new and more appealing 
food options. Specifically, Dick has estab-
lished two new partnerships with Hobbit Cafe  
and Jason’s Deli.

She hopes to not only expand within the un-
dergraduate population, but also to reach new 
customers like graduate students, all while main-
taining and strengthening Pub’s consistent brand.

One issue that continually surrounds Pub is 
its sustainability as a business. The real issue 
is expanding beyond just the Thursday night 
market, Dick explained. While this tradition 
is important for Pub, Dick cites college Pub 
Nights and food sales as equally important to 
keep Pub fiscally sound.

While Pub has very different challenges 
from the other student-run businesses, Dick 
remains optimistic that she can use Pub’s 
strong brand to her benefit and invigorate this 
long-standing Rice tradition.

Running a business is no easy task. To do so 
successfully requires tireless effort, energy and 
creativity. Managing a full course load at the 
same time seems downright scary. This, however, 
was the challenge Martel College sophomore Mat-
tie Pena took on after becoming the new general 
manager of The Hoot. Pena, who is pursuing a 
major in linguistics with a business minor, served 
as The Hoot’s product development manager 
last fall, a role that saw her manage The Hoot’s 
inventory, products and nighttime specials. She 
was hired as general manager this spring, replac-
ing Will Rice College senior Justin Sable, who had 
spent the last two years in the position.

Pena, who joined The Hoot her freshman 
year, said she immediately fell in love with the 
business, which was part of her motivation to 
push for greater responsibility.

“I applied to work at The Hoot on a whim and 
came to love it,” Pena said. 

After spending time on the staff and as the 
product development manager, Pena said she 
felt ready to take on a greater role in the busi-
ness she had grown to appreciate, a feeling 
that has since been validated.

“As a manager, I have fallen in love with 
business and am passionate about working 
at a business that is for the people, by the 
people,” Pena said. 

Pena said that while Sable, her predeces-
sor, laid a strong foundation for the business, 
she has several goals she would like to see ac-
complished during her time as manager.

“Some specific goals I have are to reduce 
waste, find a distributor, formalize the em-
ployee training and discipline processes, de-
velop trends and analytics, and build our Hoot 
brand,” Pena said. “Student-run business is 
about being resourceful, so I ultimately want 
to use our resources to provide the best service 
for students.”

However, just like with any other business, 
there are difficulties that accompany oversee-
ing the operations of The Hoot. A central is-
sue Pena faces is dividing her time between 
The Hoot and schoolwork, in addition to al-
locating her time spent on the various issues 
that need attention.

“I am constantly thinking about The Hoot, 
and it consumes a lot of time,” Pena said. “As 
soon as one task is complete, there is always 
something new to do.”

Pena also said a major challenge she fore-
sees is the unpredictability associated with 
a young business. Despite these challenges, 
Pena said it is always rewarding to be able to 
go to The Hoot and see firsthand the fruits of 
her and her team’s labor.  

A change Pena said she would like to 
make would be to establish a greater focus 
within the business on analytics. Because 
of the constant flow of everyday operational 
tasks, Pena said it is often easy to lose track 
of the higher-level trends and analysis every 
business must conduct.

“If we can find some trends, this will help 
us reduce waste in ordering since we must be 
a sell-out business to maintain profitability.”

Pena said something she would like people 
to know about The Hoot is that it buys all of 
its goods from Sam’s Club, meaning that every 
week, the product development manager has 
to drive to the store and purchase all the neces-
sary goods for the upcoming week before deliv-
ering the products to each location.

“It is a ton of work, and items are constant-
ly running out,” Pena said. “We try our best to 
have everything on hand, but this proves logis-
tically difficult.”

Despite the constant challenges inherent 
to managing and growing a young business 
— The Hoot is only three years old — Pena is 
approaching the task with enthusiasm and 
optimism.

“I feel so proud to be a representative of 
The Hoot, and it will always be rewarding to 
see The Hoot in action,” Pena said.

Reed Thornburg and Bhagwat Kumar
Thresher StaFF

New general managers discuss their plans for the coming year
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WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate is 
$20 to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  We 
provide all training, all training is paid, and 
we pay for travel.  Email your resume to rice-
jobs@testmasters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation  required. 
Pay $20-40/hr based on experience. Con-
tact 832-428-8330 and email resume to siyen-
gar777@gmail.com

“Part time, business office, Accts Rec, 
Hospital customers, Holcombe & Kirby. 

Website:  www.iPatientinTouch.com  Send re-
sume to:  simon@iPatientinTouch.com”

Wanted: 1 Undergraduate student, prefera-
bly female, to tutor a junior HS student (age 16) 
in Spanish.  Address: 4020 Swarthmore (near 

Weslayan and University).  2 or 3 evenings 
each week (7-9 pm).  Fee negotiable.  Please 
contact Michael Altman, MD  Phone:  713-628-
2106 (C).  Send resume to michael.a.altman@
uth.tmc.edu

Household assistant available  Weekdays and 
occasionally weekends.  Household assistant dut
ies,grocery,transportation,errands.  Assistant af-
ter school with home works.  For more info, con-
tact Isabel at;  Momentum2007isabel@gmail.com

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit  card payment must  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 12 p.m.  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu

misclass
Post your “misclass” 
on the Backpage’s 
facebook wall.

Write your “misclass” 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

Tweet your “misclass” 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass

“This tongue has been in many 
places ...” 

“Stop pussy-footing around.” - Prof

“The only hard thing in a marathon 
is you.” - Dante

“I’m Nick and I’m huge.”

“Matt Hernandez lasts the longest.” 
- Lovett College

“Well, I light your fart on fire with 
my rhymes!” - Jess Dalton

“No, but how would you say, ‘I am 
cuming!!!’?” 

“I’m being ridden like a pony right 
now.” - Sam Adams, WRC

“We learned how to feel people up 
today in EMT.” - WRC

the Calendar
Jan. 18 – nov. 24, 2013
follow us 24/7 at twitter.com/threshercal

friday 18

hoW to submit calendar items
The deadline for submission is 3 p.m. the Monday prior to publica-
tion.  Submissions are printed on a space-available basis.

Submission methods
Fax: 713.348.5238
Email: thresher-calendar@rice.edu
Campus Mail:  
  Calendar Editor
             Thresher, ms-524

•	 Last day to add courses
•	 Last day to withdraw with 

100% tuition refund
•	 CelebrateART submission 

deadline
•	 OEDK Innovate, Oshman 

Engineering Design Kitch-
en, 12 p.m.

sunday 20
•	 Black Student Associa-

tion MLK Candlelight Vigil, 
RMC Ray Courtyard and 
Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

•	 DJ Battle in Pub, 10 p.m.- 
2 a.m.

monday 21
•	 Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day: No classes

tuesday 22
•	 Scientia: The Power of 

Ideas, McMurtry Auditori-
um in Duncan Hall, 4-5 p.m.

thursday 24
•	 Grimm Brothers Spectacu-

lathon, Wiess Commons, 8 
p.m., $4 for students, $8 
others
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Puzzle 1 (Very hard, difficulty rating 0.83)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/sudokugen/ on Thu Jan 17 23:45:28 2013 GMT. Enjoy!
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SCENE I

A college private dining room. Five stu-

dents are gathered around the well-lit 

table picking at servery food.

POLONIUS: [Laughing] We all love laugh-

ing about the one time we played a 

drinking game to Downton Abbey, but 

let’s get to the point of this meeting.  

How are we going to make The Invisible 

Girlfriend the best show ever?

PROSPERO: I think we need an all-star cast 

who can sing, dance and act. So we need to 

talk about auditions. 

DESDEMONA: I agree. Now, of course Rice 

students will be clamoring for a chance 

to be on the stage, but I am worried that 

because of their hectic lives, they will 

forget the audition dates!

PROSPERO: Oh no! That is a terrible prob-

lem.

All three sit, thinking hard for a solu-

tion. 

POLONIUS: Wait. I think I have an idea. 

Wait for it: Facebook. 

PROSPERO: Of course. It’s so simple a 

child could have thought of it. We will 

spam all of our Facebook friends with the 

audition dates every day of the week. Not 

only will no one forget about the audi-

tions, our fellow students are also sure 

to be grateful for such a kind service. 

DESDEMONA: And we can send out messages on 

the listserv!

POLONIUS: It’s good, but how will we ad-

vertise the show to the audience? I don’t 

think simple computer messages will suf-

fice for the incredible demand for The 

Invisible Girlfriend. If only there were 

a way to reach all students, regardless 

of how much they check their computers….

PROSPERO: Yes, if only there were a place 

where all Rice students gathered and were 

our captive audience….

DESDEMONA: If only there were a way for us 

to capitalize on our loud voices, and our 

love of hearing those voices….

SCENE II

A college commons at lunch. Students are 

happily eating lunch.

PROSPERO & DESDEMONA: Hey college!

Some students stop eating, while others 

ignore the announcement.

PROSPERO & DESDEMONA: [Louder] HEY COL-

LEGE!

All students look at Prospero and Desde-

mona, many of them visibly annoyed.

PROSPERO: So, um, we are in charge of this 

year’s production of The Invisible Girl-

friend, and it’s going to be great, so all 

of you should come. You will get to see 

Polonius talk in a British accent, and 

it’s really funny and great, so you guys 

should all come. Tickets are $10 for non-

Rice students and $8 for Rice faculty, but 

since you’re students, they’re only $7.95 

with your Rice ID!

DESDEMONA:  It’s going to be the best, 

funniest play ever. Tell your friends! So 

yeah.

Prospero and Desdemona step down from the 

table, and students go back to eating. All 

lights fade out.

SCENE III

Two Rice students are having dinner and a 

conversation

RICE STUDENT 1: You know, I almost like the 

MOB when they play for basketball games.

RICE STUDENT 2: Yeah, at least they can’t 

do those confusing halftime shows like at 

football games.

RICE STUDENT 1: Yeah. Want to come to the 

game against New Orleans with me Saturday 

Jan. 19 at 7:00 p.m.? It’s free with your 

Rice ID.

RICE STUDENT 2: Of course, I love to sup-

port Tamir and the boys.

Prospero and Polonius ENTER STAGE RIGHT, 

interrupting Rice Student 2

PROSPERO:[To Rice Students 1 and 2] Hey! 

What are you doing? What are you doing?

RICE STUDENT 1: Eating dinner…?

POLONIUS: It’s dress rehearsal for The 

Invisible Girlfriend! We get the commons 

after 7:00, and it’s 7:01! Get out!

RICE STUDENT 2: Can we finish our rubbery 

chicken fried steak and overcooked rice?

PROSPERO: No! We are trying to make art. 

Don’t you understand?

Enter Desdemona from stage right.

DESDEMONA: Hey, what’s going on?

POLONIUS: Some jackasses are still eating 

dinner, even though its 7:02.

DESDEMONA: What? Don’t they know how hard 

we worked for The Invisible Girlfriend? 

How rude and inconsiderate.

Desdemona walks over and throws their 

plates to the ground. The chicken fried 

steak stays completely intact, as it is 

hard enough to put a hole through a wall. 

Rice students walk off.

PROSPERO: Finally. Now, let’s start our 

breathing exercise.

SCENE IV

Outside the commons at opening night for 

The Invisible Girlfriend. The windows are 

covered in poorly designed posters. Rice 

Student 1 walks toward the commons.

PROSPERO: Hey! I see you are coming to see 

The Invisible Girlfriend! That will be 

$10, unless you have a Rice ID, in which 

case it will only be $7.95.

Rice Student 1: I forgot the commons was 

closed tonight. Stupid plays….

Rice Student storms off angrily

THE END

Much Ado About Nothing
A College Play about College Plays

SEE PAGE 19 FOR misclass
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