
by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

Sid Richardson College senior 
Rahul Rekhi is one of 34 students 
selected nationwide to receive a 
2013 Marshall scholarship. The 
Marshall scholarships fund up 
to 40 American students annu-
ally to study at the graduate level 
at any institution in the United 
Kingdom in the field of study of 
their choice, according to the 
Marshall scholarships website.

Rekhi, a bioengineering and 
economics double major, said 
he will spend his first year at the 
University of Oxford pursuing a 
master’s of science in biomedi-
cal engineering. He will spend 
his second year pursuing a mas-
ter’s of science in International 
Health Policy at the London 
School of Economics.

“While at Oxford, I’m re-
ally looking forward to getting 
involved with the cutting-edge 
translational research taking 
place at the Institute of Biomedi-
cal Engineering to develop novel 
therapies for cancer and stroke,” 
Rekhi said. “[At the LSE,] I’d like 
to engage with world leaders on 
healthcare policy and learn from 
some innovative programs that 
the UK has pioneered, such as 
their national system of health 
technology assessment.”

The scholarships cover uni-
versity fees, living expenses, an-
nual book grant, thesis grant, 
research and daily travel grants 
and fares to and from the United 
States, according to the Marshall 
Scholarships website.

Rekhi is the 24th Rice stu-
dent to win a Marshall scholar-
ship and the fifth student to win 
since 2010, according to Caroline 
Quenemoen, director of the Of-
fice of Fellowships and Under-
graduate Research.
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In response to a presentation of the 
Rice Student Action Team at a Student 
Association Senate meeting, one Sen-
ate member walked out while others 
reacted with hesitation and concern.

On Nov. 19, McMurtry College se-
nior Henry Deng and Aakash Keswani 
(Lovett ’12) presented RSAT as a group 
of eight to 12 selected students who 
would identify campus issues and 
work with the SA, members of the ad-
ministration and relevant individuals 
to create long-lasting, feasible solu-
tions to issues across campus. They 
said RSAT would also work with out-
side consultants, in particular Rice 
alumni working at consulting firms, 
to develop those solutions. They an-
nounced they had begun to accept ap-
plications for the team.

Liaisons from RSAT would report 
specifically to Dean of Undergradu-

ates John Hutchinson, Vice President 
for Administration Kirby Kirby, SA 
President Sanjula Jain and SA External 
Vice President Yoonjin Min, Deng and 
Keswani said at the meeting.

According to Deng and Keswani, 
RSAT, inspired by complaints of lack 
of practice rooms in Alice Pratt Brown 
Hall, would tackle projects like atten-
dance at athletic events and how Rice 
online courses worked.

Deng and Keswani said RSAT had 
spoken with and already gotten the 
approval of Jain, Min, Hutchinson 
and Kirby.

“They agree RSAT fills a niche and 
also a role where [RSAT] can collabo-
rate with the SA to understand which 
issues RSAT will work on and which 
issues the SA will work on,” Keswani 
said at the SA meeting. 

Hutchinson said that although he 
had met with Deng and Keswani, he 
had not endorsed them.

“Regarding RSAT, it was present-

ed at the SA meeting that I supported 
the proposal to create RSAT, but this 
is not true,” Hutchinson said. “I met 
briefly ... with the student and [alum-
nus] who proposed RSAT but agreed 
only that they could include me on 
the slide showing me as a point of 
contact for RSAT were it to be cre-
ated by the SA. I did not endorse the 
proposal. To the contrary, I expressed 
reservations.”

Kirby said he met with Deng and 
Keswani before their presentation 
and supported their proposal, but 
that whether RSAT happened was up 
to the SA.

“If students come to me and want 
to solve problems, my first thought is, 
‘how can I say yes?,’” Kirby said. “Am 
I supportive of the idea? Yes. Do I have 
the ability to approve it? No.”

Jain said she and Min had met 
with Deng and Keswani before their 
presentation to offer advice and ideas, 
but that she never green-lighted the 

project.
“The message was miscommuni-

cated on the part of the presenters,” 
Jain said. “[Min] and I supported the 
idea, like we do with all student initia-
tives, of finding more ways to engage. 
However, we never gave any official 
approval to solicit for RSAT applica-
tions. The purpose of the Senate pre-
sentation was to have a transparent 
discussion with the student body.”

Min said although she saw merit in 
RSAT, but execution would be difficult.

“They can fill a niche where the SA 
doesn't work,” Min said. “The problem 
comes in the execution. We're strug-
gling to see how they can keep it so 
pure and in that niche. In a university, 
everything's interconnected, so even 
when they try to be separate, it’s not 
possible.”

According to Jain, RSAT as it 
was presented probably will not 
happen.

RSAT proposal causes uproar at SA Senate meeting

Rahul Rekhi was named one of 
34 Marshall scholars this year.
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Rice Owls celebrate winning 34-16 against Southern Methodist University on Nov. 17 to keep their bowl hopes alive. The Owls earned their spot in a 
bowl game for the first time since 2008 when they won 33-24 against the University of Texas El Paso Miners on Nov. 24.

Winning streak sends Owls bowling in December
by Teddy Grodek

Thresher staff

For the third time in 50 years, the 
Rice University Owls will be traveling 
to a bowl game. After a big away win 
against the University of Texas at El 
Paso this past weekend, the Owls met 
the six-win requirement to go bowling – 
capping the improbable four-game win-
ning streak needed for postseason play.

For a team that started the year 1-5, 
it was a feeling of ecstasy as the final 
seconds ticked off the clock. Few fore-
saw this outcome, with many inside the 
media counting the team out of bowl 

eligibility following a rough road loss 
at University of Memphis. It was not 
until the week leading up to UTEP that 
the Owls showed up in anyone’s bowl 
projections.

“I think a lot of it was the locker 
room after the Memphis game,” Head 
Coach David Bailiff said. “We knew 
we were good, and we had some little 
guy, Phillip Gaines, who said enough 
is enough. We’re just too good. We had 
enough guys to draw a line in the sand, 
and that’s the point where we grew up 
as a football team. I think we matured a 
lot that day.”

0see Football, page 8

Dante ZakhiDov/thresher

Volume c, issue no. 15 student-run since 1916 friday, noVember 30, 2012 



the Rice Thresher Friday, November 30, 2012OP-ED4 EDITORIAL2

The discussions which took place during 
the Student Association meetings on Nov. 19 
and 26 on the creation of the Rice Student 
Action Team brought up a number of issues 
(see story pg. 1). The Thresher agrees that 
the creation of a committee with stated goals 
which would seem to fall entirely under the 
jurisdiction of the SA would undermine the 
SA’s authority. Further, the Thresher believes 
bringing in outside consultants, even Rice 
alumni, to provide leadership and counsel 
in solving the problems the undergraduate 
body faces would be counterproductive. 
While outside advice may at times be called 
for, the Thresher believes that the experi-
ence of solving our own problems is essen-
tial to Rice’s undergraduate experience and 
that RSAT, in its proposed form, would take 
some of that experience away from the stu-
dent body. Finally, the Thresher has some 
concerns about placing too much trans-
formative power in the hands of a group of 
unelected students and outsiders. However, 
the proposal to create RSAT does illustrate 
the disillusionment some members of the 
student body have with regard to the SA. If 
the SA were functioning as it should, no one 
would have thought RSAT necessary.

The Thresher believes the issues with the 
SA are not with its individual student lead-
ers, but rather with its current organizational 
structure and procedures. The Thresher has 
several suggestions for potential avenues of 
reform, but in order for the SA to maximize 
the participation of the student body in the 
SA, it will be necessary to consult the stu-
dent body as a whole.

One of the primary purposes of the SA 
should be to provide support and legitima-
cy to motivated students trying to organize 
university-wide changes or events which are 
relevant to the undergraduate student body. 
While the current committee structure of the 
SA encourages students interested in influ-
encing some aspect of the undergraduate 
experience to join one of the three commit-
tees in order to do so, the Thresher believes 
the new student representative system in 
particular bogs the committees down. The 
committees must assign the NSRs to prob-
lems in which the NSRs may have little inter-
est and thus little motivation. A more effec-
tive system would have motivated students 
of all years, including freshmen, volunteer 
to work on specific problems or events as 
they were identified. In some cases, those 
who identified the problems would also be 
the best qualified, or at least the most mo-
tivated, to work toward their solutions; in 
others, the framework of the SA would be 
necessary to find students who had a par-
ticular interest in the given problem. If no 
students could be found who were moti-
vated to solve a problem, it would suggest 
that no students were bothered enough by 
the problem. While the committee heads 
could be an important organizational tool, 
the committees themselves would no longer 
be necessary as such. In any case, it seems 

likely to the Thresher that this division of 
labor would encourage more students to 
get involved with student government, 
even if only to work on a single project — 
especially if they only had to commit to a  
single project.

This change suggests another, in order 
to ensure and increase student involvement 
with the SA. The attendance of current SA 
meetings seems to consist of the same group 
of students from week to week, and while 
senators communicate the SA’s projects and 
plans to their colleges, the SA’s leadership 
needs to be more proactive in engaging mem-
bers of the student body who do not attend 
the SA’s Monday night meetings. In conjunc-
tion with our previous recommendation, 
having members of the SA’s executive board 
and committee heads frequent college cabi-
net meetings to discuss the ideas of students 
there and find student volunteers to work 
on specific projects would be another step 
toward broadening student involvement in  
student government. 

The college governments have a higher 
level of priority, importance and impact on 
students’ lives than the college-wide govern-
ment. Thus, the structure of the SA should 
reflect that; elected members of the SA 
should be fully integrated with their colleges 
first and report to the SA second, rather than 
having SA senators be more integrated with 
the SA and then report to the colleges. To ad-
dress this fact, senators should be chosen 
from the pool of each college’s government 
or should be placed on the executive board 
of each college government. This would 
ensure that all senators are fully integrated 
with their college governments and thus 
are more privy to the concerns of students 
at their colleges. The simple fact is that col-
lege governments are better connected to 
the students, and the SA needs to capital-
ize on this fact by ensuring that all elected 
SA members are truly integrated with their  
colleges’ governments. 

The SA also needs to focus on acquir-
ing and demonstrating the backing of stu-
dents on issues it is tackling; it would be 
exceedingly difficult for the administration 
to ignore a problem in the face of the en-
tire undergraduate population. If the SA 
can further its efforts to really be a liaison 
between the student body and the adminis-
tration, which often has the power to solve 
the problems students face, much more will  
be achieved. 

Whether or not the SA decides to imple-
ment these specific suggestions, we hope 
the implications of the RSAT proposal 
prompt the SA’s leaders to seek out the opin-
ions of the entire student body on how the 
SA should function by going to the student 
body, not just by sending out another survey 
or asking about it at an SA meeting. 

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

Letter to the editor
To the editor:

 
It has come to my attention that there is a 

new club on campus. Its members call them-
selves the Rice Progressives.

A quick look at their Web page reveals an 
alarming pattern of pernicious misinforma-
tion and slander against the Jewish state of 
Israel. This being a college campus, there is 
certain to be a healthy and spirited debate 
among students; however, the problem is 
that the club, contrary to any progressive 
ideals suggested by its name, have instead 
stifled debate and hijacked a potentially  
fruitful conversation.

This is not the Progressives’ first foray into 
attacking Israel. Last March, they hosted a 
notorious critic of Israel, Norman Finkelstein. 
At the time, I suggested that they balance the 
discussion by bringing a voice from the other 
side of the debate. This idea was immediately 
shot down by the club’s leaders. One said, “In 
terms of the question of contrast, I’d encour-
age you to participate in the [question-and-an-
swer session].” Another who chimed in said, 
“I support Rice Progressives’ [sic] decision 
not to invite a pro-Israel speaker. Zionism is 
neither progressive nor underrepresented. It 
would have no place.” The absurdity of both 
these sentiments demonstrates a serious lack 
of self-awareness and a disdain that the Pro-
gressives appear to harbor against appropriate  
academic discourse.

Thus, perhaps I should not have been sur-
prised to see last week that during the Israeli 
operation in Gaza, the Progressives propagat-
ed noxious lies about Israel’s defensive cam-
paign. On their Web page, the Rice Progressives 
linked to Jewish conspiracy sites and blogs, 
they encouraged protesting against Israel 
and advertised on behalf of the Students for a 
Democratic Society at the University of Hous-
ton, which is a radicalized, hateful group that 
supports sanctions and divestment against 
Israel — a position whose adherents even Nor-
man Finkelstein said belong to a “hypocriti-
cal, dishonest cult.” Apparently, the Progres-
sives’ hate for Israel defies even their own  
organizational logic.

Last Monday night, having learned from a 
link on the Rice Progressives’ Web page that 
a rally against Israel would take place along 
the Dunlavy Street bridge over U.S. Highway 
59, I took it upon myself to stage a counter 
demonstration in support of Israel. I stood 
with an Israeli flag at the neighboring Mandel 
Street bridge until sunset, at which point a 
man from the rally that the Rice Progressives 
supported approached me. He ambushed me 
with a point-and-shoot camera, attempting 

to intimidate me or provoke an unseemly re-
action. This man, who told me he is an active 
member in the sorts of protests the Rice Pro-
gressives support, also recounted a long list of 
vile conspiracy theories, ranging from Israel’s 
involvement in 9/11 to denying the Holocaust. 
Although this man is not a student or employ-
ee at Rice, this encounter is suggestive of the 
kind of company the Rice Progressives choose 
to keep.

So who are the Rice Progressives? The 
ironic tragedy is that they are by no means 
progressive. A truly progressive organization 
does not stifle what could be a rich debate, nor 
does a truly progressive organization conspire 
against one of the most progressive social 
movements of the 20th century — Zionism. It 
is unclear who these progressive imposters 
are in their entirety, but research shows the 
club’s leadership is entirely comprised, rather 
curiously, of graduate students in the English 
department, including Joanna “Jo” Fax and 
faculty sponsor Jose Aranda.

The Rice Progressives’ activities span be-
yond their mistreatment of Israel. With Occupy 
Houston, they also organized the interruption 
of House Majority Leader Eric Cantor’s speech 
at the Baker Institute last year, which drew 
negative media attention to the university and 
even police action. More recently, it appears 
that this band of English graduate students is 
teaching a course on social movements under 
the guise of the “Americas Research Center.” 
Based on the club’s utter mishandling of one 
such social movement in Israel, I would seri-
ously question its leaders’ qualification to 
teach even a paltry one-credit course on the 
topic next semester.

I told the madman on the bridge last Mon-
day that if he wanted to talk in a civilized 
manner, he should arrange a time and place 
to speak. But he was not interested. He con-
tinued to harass me until I ignored him for 
long enough. Indeed, the Rice Progressives 
have also somewhat ironically stifled debate 
on their own Web page, preventing me from 
corresponding or commenting in any fashion. 
An email I sent over two weeks ago asking why 
I had been specifically denied the privilege 
to engage with them has gone unanswered. 
Thus, being unable to express my concerns to 
the club directly, I wish to express them to the 
entire Rice community. I do not think the Rice 
Progressives ought to be silenced like they 
have tried to silence me, but I do think they 
should begin to behave within the acceptable 
standards of this university.

 Eli Spector
McMurtry College Junior
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“How much farther to West Lot?”
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I have been trying to write this for a long 
time, but after reading Angie Epifano’s ar-
ticle in The Amherst Student, “An Account 
of Sexual Assault at Amherst College,” (Oct. 
17, 2012) I felt the similarities between our 
situations reinforced the fact that certain 
flaws in university administrations need to  
be discussed.

I attended Rice from August 2010 to Sep-
tember 2011 and again from January 2012 to 
March 2012. From September 2010 to Septem-
ber 2011, I was physically, verbally and sexu-
ally abused by a boyfriend I had met during 
my first few days as a student at Rice.

In September 2011, my abuse got out of 
hand. Traumatized, I finally began to talk 
to the resident associates. With their en-
couragement (and a little bit of force), I re-
ported him to the Office of Student Judicial 
Affairs. Eventually, he was suspended from 
Rice University for the remainder of the  
academic year.

He lost his place on his athletic team, and 
his teammates hated me for it. Nobody knew 
what was going on. He called me a liar, and 
I had been so isolated for the past year that 
people did not know me at Rice except as 
his girlfriend. I was lonely and broken, con-
stantly wondering whether I had made the 
right choice. I felt like I had betrayed my best 
friend. Nothing felt fair. Other students were 
blissfully ignorant and enjoying college, but 
for me, my undergraduate experience was 
already the worst time of my life. Assistant 
Dean of Student Judicial Programs Donald 
Ostdiek recommended I take a medical leave 
of absence from Rice so I could recover.

That fall, I went home and slowly began 
to heal. I filed for a protective order, was 

seeing a psychologist and had a steady job. 
I petitioned Rice for readmission for the 
Spring 2012 semester and was accepted due 
to my “successful recovery” during my time 
at home.

I returned to Rice in January 2012 and be-
gan receiving harassing emails from my ex’s 
friends. I took the emails to the Rice Univer-
sity Police Department, but they said noth-
ing could be done.

 On March 15, my ex parked his truck di-
rectly across the street from Duncan College. 
When I confirmed it was his truck, I called 
RUPD, sobbing and in shock. Two officers 
met me back at Duncan. They had the truck 
towed but told me there was nothing more 
they could do.

I asked RUPD whether I would be able 
to press charges because he had violated 
my protective order by coming that close to 
where I live. The officer told me they could 
not do anything because he had not hurt me 
“yet.” He also said I should not have been 
across the street because I could only be pro-
tected while I was on campus. It made me 
think — could I no longer leave campus? Was 
I not able to go out to dinner with friends or 
go shopping at the mall? And even though 
he had hurt me for a year, would they not do 
anything if he came near me unless he hurt 
me again first? I was extremely frustrated; 
they were not taking me seriously.

 On March 22, I was asked to go to the Rice 
Counseling Center to meet a psychologist I 
had never seen before. She asked how I was 
doing, and I told her I was a little frustrated 
and stressed out because of my situation. 
She responded by saying that she thought I 
should be withdrawn from Rice. I was com-
pletely taken aback. The psychologist had me 
escorted to the Student Health Center, where 
I was asked to strip down to my underwear. 
A doctor and a nurse searched my body for 
any self-inflicted injuries. Every bruise was 
scrutinized. I told them I am just a clumsy 
person, but they did not seem to believe me.

I was asked to meet with Dean of Under-
graduates John Hutchinson that afternoon. 
My academics were not in question; my 
grades were all excellent. The dean simply 
said it was Rice’s observation that I was not 
healthy enough to remain on campus. There 
was no room for discussion. When I asked 

for examples, arguing that my depression 
was under control until the “truck incident,” 
he told me he could not discuss specifics. He 
signed the papers for my forced withdrawal 
and dismissed me. I walked straight out of 
the building and sat on the ground outside. 
The Duncan master came to sit next to me. 
Still crying, I told him it was not fair. He told 
me he wanted me to come back next fall. He 
told me I was a role model for his daughter 
and for other women at Rice. But he did not 
change anything.

They gave me two hours notice to move 
all of my things out of my room. I turned in 
my key at the designated time, but I still had 
not packed everything. My roommate helped 
me move the rest of my stuff, but a head resi-
dent fellow saw us and threatened to call the 
police. I was supervised as I moved the rest 
of my things out. My roommate was shocked; 
she saw me every day and did not think I was 
unstable. Nobody had asked her whether I 
should be withdrawn from school. The rest 
of my friends had the same shocked reaction.

Rice did not refund any of my tuition.
Later that spring, I received the Duncan 

Edelweiss Award. It was an award for my 
“outstanding service to the community.” I 
laughed when I opened that package.

 They wanted me to return for the Fall 2012 
semester, but I could not go back to Rice after 
how I was treated. Returning in Spring 2012 
had taken a lot of hard work. They took away 
everything I had built up during my spring 
semester: my academics, my leadership po-
sitions and my friends. As a freshman, I had 
assumed I would go to Rice for four years 

and graduate. However, my life has not gone  
as planned.

I talked to some other people at Rice 
about what had happened to me. One man 
told me he was forced to withdraw for one 
year for depression. Other women told 
me about their experiences with assault 
on campus. The perpetrators were rarely 
punished. Victim-blaming seemed to be a  
common theme.

I was lucky to get out of my abusive re-
lationship, but the way the Rice administra-
tion dealt with my situation was unhelpful 
and detrimental. I have a case number asso-
ciated with my assaults, but it is not listed 
on Rice’s crime log. I was treated like some-
thing to be ashamed of. Those on the admin-
istration that had supported and advised 
me through ending my abusive relationship 
were people I trusted, but they were the ones 
who seemed to turn on me this spring.

Rice University is ranked nationally for 
having the “happiest students” and “best 
quality of life,” but is this actually true? Or 
does Rice have those titles only because the 
administration asks any unhappy students  
to leave?

I am immensely disappointed in the way 
Rice handled my situation, and I am con-
cerned for anyone who may have a similar 
experience in the future. I withdrew from 
Rice twice. Both times, the major response 
I received from the administration was that 
Rice could not support me. I was too much 
of a burden.

Mental health issues are becoming in-
creasingly common on college campuses. It 
is concerning to me that Rice does not have 
sufficient resources to support students. 
During my time as a student, I found that 
the Rice Counseling Center was not helpful, 
and I know many other students who feel 
the same way. As an abuse survivor, I have 
also realized that Rice does not have enough 
resources for victims of assault, abuse and 
stalking. I would like to see this changed. 
Rice is a truly wonderful university, but 
without the proper support for students with 
mental health issues, it has not yet earned its 
title for best quality of life.

    
                Olivia Hansen matriculated into  

Duncan College in 2010.

Rice maintains “happiest students” status by ousting unhappy students

Olivia Hansen

I was lucky to get out of my 
abusive relationship, but the 
way the Rice administration 
dealt with my situation was 
unhelpful and detrimental.

When, in the course of campus events, 
an off-campus alumnus finds it necessary to 
“consult” the Student Association, it is time 
to dissolve the political bands that have in-
competently governed us. Using consulting 
groups such as McKinsey & Company is not 
a welcome solution to the deep and inherent 
problems in the SA. Despite precedent, we at 
Rice should be perfectly capable of running 
our own government, and as the need for a 
liquor ban shows, when we falter, the admin-
istration will be the one to take our power 
from us. Our alumni should voice their opin-
ions in alumni organizations. As a senior, the 
very fact that a Rice graduate has the time or 
the desire to attend an SA meeting terrifies 
me to my very core.

However, the fact that a team of consul-
tants feels needed in the first place and is not 
laughed off as ridiculous shows us in what a 
low place we are. While we could blame indi-
viduals for this, I believe the fault lies in our 
institutions. Our student government is set 
up as a federalist system, with a central body 
(the SA) set up to rule local governments 
(the colleges). While this system works for 
the United States, it does not reflect the true 
nature of the college system. The colleges 
are where almost all the power and political 
capital lies. If you doubt this, then look at the 
simple fact that college socials wield more 
influence and name recognition than col-
lege senators. Aspiring and successful politi-
cians on campus dream of controlling their 
colleges, not the SA. The SA president is at 
best the 12th most important student leader 
on campus. The SA has become a second-
rate body. During the meetings, the college 

presidents sit bored as an insulated and bu-
reaucratic body argues about minutiae. The 
SA does not need to be reformed; it needs to 
be abolished.

To accomplish this goal, we need to call 
a constitutional convention to scrap the 
confusing and poorly worded SA Constitu-
tion and create a new body that reflects the 
college system. The current constitution re-
quires 5 percent of the student body to sign 
a petition to get a referendum on the ballot. 
This amounts to roughly 185 students. I and 
several others plan to issue a petition some-
time in the beginning of next year. 

In the SA’s place, I would like to see a Con-
federacy of Colleges modeled on the Europe-
an Union. (Confederacy sometimes has nega-
tive connotations due to American history. 
Here, it simply implies a looser organization 
of powers. Perhaps a different name will be 
required if it brings back too many painful 
associations.) The college presidents will sit 
on an executive committee with revolving 
chairmanships and a few elected positions, 
such as a treasurer. Due to the busy nature 
of presidents, colleges will also send a rep-
resentative to the central body. Unlike sena-
tors, these representatives will work closely 
with their college presidents and be impor-
tant voting members of their college cabi-
nets. The college presidents will know who 
in their college can best tackle problems, 
and when committees are needed, they will 
know which students feel passionately about  
certain causes.

Of course, my proposed solution is not 
necessarily the correct one, and any SA re-
placement would have to be created through 
the democratic process. What is clear, how-
ever, is that the SA is broken and beyond re-
pair. This is not a school of small ideas, and 
when it comes to our student government, 
we need bold thinking and the courage to 
dispose of what has failed time and time 
again. Let’s stop complaining about the SA; 
let’s get rid of it. 

   
               Anthony Lauriello is a backpage editor  

and a Wiess College senior.

SA needs to be abolished, replaced
Party Patrol

Jones’ Welcome to the Jungle

Rating Categories Thresher 
Staff

Opinion

PRIVATE PARTIES
A-

INTANGIBLES
Perceived security, alcohol safety, accesibil-

ity, anything else that affected the night
A

B

B+

B

Student
 Body* 

Opinion

B-

A-

B-

B+

B+

ATMOSPHERE
Theme, costume participation, decor

OVERALL GRADE

MUSIC/DANCING
People getting freaky?

“The beer was flat and the only visible decor 
were two cages.”

“JIBA!”

“Great party. DJ Chaney was awesome and  
the decorations were on point. A lot of peo-
ple were getting lucky and no transports. I 
liked it.”

“Broken cage was a sad moment.”

“Night was going great until I got mauled 
by an actual lion. Not sure the Jones socials 
have been to a petting zoo before.”

“I was weirdly impressed with the party. I 
still hate Jones, but it was pretty fun.”

“It got much better as the night went on. I’d 
say overall it gets around a B+ because it 
started slow.”

*Based on a poll of 103 undergraduate students

Anthony Lauriello
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by Francine Hessel
Thresher Staff

This Dec. 6, 7, 8 and 10, Fondren Library 
is piloting a new program in which it will 
host groups of therapy dogs in the library for 
Rice students to play with, pet and hug in 
hopes of helping to ease stress during final 
exams. Fondren will be working with Faith-
ful Paws, a volunteer organization in Hous-
ton sponsored by Bellaire United Methodist 
Church that typically visits hospitals and 
nursing homes with trained animals.

“It will be their first time visiting young 
people at a university, so they are very ex-
cited about this,” Anna Shparberg, reference 
librarian and one of the program coordina-
tors, said.

Shparberg worked with assistant uni-
versity librarian Kerry Keck, who contacted 
the organization and believed Rice students 
might enjoy and benefit from such animal 
visits.

“Therapy dogs have been in use at se-
lected universities … for a number of years,” 
Keck said.

According to Faithful Paws’ website, pet-
ting an animal reduces one’s blood pressure 
and heart rate. The website states that inter-
action with dogs, cats and bunnies has been 
proven to positively affect patients in other 
ways as well. According to the website, the 
animals are all very friendly and safe, as 
Faithful Paws requires them to go through 
certification programs of varying lengths, 
depending on the animal, before they can 
join the program. The website states that 
once the animals have been certified, they 
visit patients, or in this case, students, a 
minimum of one time per month.

According to Shparberg, Faithful Paws 
agreed to send to Rice 30 volunteers with 36 

total dogs over the course of four days. The 
volunteers and their animals will visit in 
shifts so that there will be about five to six 
dogs at a time in Fondren. Shparberg said 
they are going to remove a few study tables 
by the reference area on the first floor to cre-
ate a big, open space for the dogs, so look 
for them directly to the right when entering 
the library from the academic quadrangle. 
Small, medium and large dogs will visit.

Faithful Paws Secretary Kathy Bilnoski 
expressed her enthusiasm for working with 
Rice and said she encourages students to in-
teract with these volunteer animals. 

“We’re really looking forward to meet-
ing the students at Rice and bringing some 
fun to you stressed kids,” Bilnoski said. “We 
often take pictures at events, so feel free to 
snap a few with the dogs if you’d like. Some-
times, they even dress up in Christmas rein-
deer antlers.”

Fondren will also be serving snacks, cof-
fee and other beverages to students who 
come to visit. According to Shparberg, this 
is the first time Fondren has thrown a sort 
of “study break” for students, though it is 
not the first time Rice has hosted animals for 
students’ enjoyment. 

“We will be gathering feedback from stu-
dents, and assuming that feedback is posi-
tive, we plan to repeat [the event] every se-
mester,” Keck said. 

Hanszen College freshman Savannah 
Rohloff and other students shared the link 
on Facebook with friends.

“I’m probably not the only one who 
misses her dog, and there’s something about 
dogs that just makes you feel better,” Rohl-
off said. 

“I love dogs; I hate exams,” Hanszen 
freshman Rachel Garber said. “I will defi-
nitely be there.”

by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

Rice University’s first dual-degree doc-
toral program with the Universidade Es-
tadual de Campinas (UNICAMP), located in 
Brazil, was approved by the Faculty Senate 
on Nov. 14. 

This program offers graduate students 
in history the opportunity to study at both 
Rice and UNICAMP and receive certification 
from both universities, according to Associ-
ate Vice Provost for International Education 
Adria Baker.

Associate Vice Provost for Academic Af-
fairs and Graduate Studies Arnaud Cheval-
lier attributed the conception of this program 
to a need for students to be prepared for the 
rapidly globalizing world. 

“Having two degrees will allow students 
to have better connections and access to re-
sources that they would not have [had] previ-
ously,” Chevallier said. 

History professor Alida Metcalf conceived 
this program, and it awaits approval by Pres-
ident David Leebron. According to Metcalf, 
this program will enable a few students to 
have a truly global experience by providing 
them with an education in both a leading 
United States institution and a Brazilian uni-
versity. 

According to Metcalf, students will have 
to take graduate-level courses at both uni-
versities. For example, all Rice graduate stu-
dents are required to take an Introduction to 
Doctoral Studies course, a reading seminar 
and a research seminar in a subject of their 
interest. 

Students in the dual-degree program have 
to study at both campuses and complete min-
imum requirements for both, Metcalf said. If 
any potential courses overlap, the credit will 
count toward both universities. In order to 
receive certification from both universities, 
students will have to write one doctoral dis-
sertation in their native language and defend 
it with their advisers in their home university 
as well as write a publishable paper in their 
host language and present it to their host ad-
visers, Metcalf said. 

Rice and UNICAMP will, to the best of 
their abilities, match financial aid and will 
attempt to cover the tuition for participating 
students, Metcalf said. 

Metcalf believes this program is a step-
ping stone for future international endeavors 
by Rice. 

“At the moment, the dual-degree program 
is distinguished from all other graduate pro-
grams in history where students might want 
to study Brazil or the Atlantic world because 
students who come to Rice will be able to 
study in Brazil,” Metcalf said. “There is no 
other such program in the U.S. We believe, 
also, that it is the first such dual-degree pro-
gram in the humanities entered into by a 
Brazilian university.”

Metcalf said Rice established a relation-
ship with UNICAMP through undergraduate 
study abroad programs, and Brasil@Rice has 
made this program possible. Brasil@Rice is 
an undergraduate program aimed at increas-
ing study abroad opportunities for students 
in science or engineering fields, Metcalf said.  

“Under the Rice-UNICAMP memorandum 
of understanding, UNICAMP students can 
study for a semester at Rice, and Rice stu-
dents can study for a semester at UNICAMP, 
tuition waived,” Metcalf said. “This was es-
tablished after the Brazilian government ini-
tiated the Science Without Borders Program, 
which gives scholarships for select Brazilian 
students to study abroad in [science-, tech-
nology-, engineering- and mathematics-re-
lated] fields.”

According to Baker, UNICAMP graduate 
student Ludmila Maia will be the first stu-

dent to participate in this program. Maia is 
currently on campus completing her dual 
degree with Rice. In the future, the program 
plans to expand with more exchange stu-
dents from both Rice and UNICAMP in both 
countries, Baker said. According to Metcalf, 
the program is looking to stay small and will 
accept one to two students every year. 

The mission of the program is to have 
Rice students proficient in multiple lan-
guages and to make global connections, 
Baker said.

“When a student graduates from Rice, 
they are held to a certain standard of excel-
lence,” Baker said. “Dual-degree programs 
such as this one ensure that students can 
thrive in the growing global sector.”

Maia said her experience in the United 
States is something every student should have. 

“My adviser chose me to participate in 
this program because I have studied abroad 
before and know English fairly well,” Maia 
said. “Here at Rice, I am excited to take a 
gender issues course because it is very dif-
ferent from my courses [in] Brazil. One of 
the main differences [I noticed between Rice 
and UNICAMP] is the number of opportuni-
ties that Rice provides. Students really do 
have the … opportunity to study anything 
they want here. ”

Maia said she will spend a total of two se-
mesters at Rice and will keep in touch with 
her Rice co-adviser via Skype and email. 

Metcalf said she believes the most chal-
lenging aspect of this program is being able 
to communicate effectively in both English 
and Portuguese. 

“By the end of this program, a student 
should be functionally proficient at an 
academic level in two languages,” Metcalf 
said. “Both their English and Portuguese 
have to be sophisticated enough to learn, 
write and communicate effectively in both 
countries. Students who are aiming to take 
this program should take at least two years 
of the other language in order to prepare 
themselves for the rigor studying abroad de-
mands.”

Baker said Rice’s recent efforts toward 
globalization will contribute to the univer-
sity’s constant pursuit of excellence in edu-
cation.

“It is important to expand our initiatives 
because it allows for true globalization with 
top universities and top programs,” Baker 
said. “It is very important that our global-
ization is not spread thin. In the future, we 
are aiming to broaden our sights to other 
universities in Latin America.”

Duncan College sophomore Eshan Kejri-
wal said studying abroad has a major impact 
on a student’s education. 

“Having a foreign experience is more 
than just education,” Kejriwal said. “It is 
definitively a life-changing experience be-
cause it takes you out of your comfort zone 
and gives you an opportunity to grow.”

by Farrah Madanay
Editorial Staff

Hanging from the wall of the main stairwell 
in the BioScience Research Collaborative is 
“Think,” a 14-by-9 foot bright yellow painting 
by Dana Frankfort, commissioned by the Rice 
Public Art Program. “Think” joins Leo Villare-
al’s “Radiant Pathway” in the second-floor cafe 
and James Surls’ “Walking Molecular Flower” 
in the main courtyard of the BRC as part of Rice 
Public Art’s program to advance culture on 
Rice’s campus. 

Frankfort’s largest work to date, “Think” 
is visually accessible from both stories of the 
BRC. The acrylic work animates the stairwell 
with a mixture of bright, bold colors and text. 
The word “think” is expressively scrawled in ab-
stract lines and brushstrokes integrated as a for-
mal element of the painting. The text, coupled 
with layers of iridescent orange, purple, yellow 
and white hues of paint engages viewers, whose 
perception changes with their spatial relation-
ship to the painting as they ascend and descend 
the stairs. 

“The scale of [the] text acts as a magnet that 
pulls you toward itself,” University Art Director 
Molly Hubbard said. “It’s a confrontation where 
you don’t get bruised.”

Frankfort said she presented the BRC stake-
holders and the Rice Art Committee with a list 
of words to choose for the subject matter of her 
painting. “Think” emerged as a highly abstract-
ed acrylic painting incorporating the word into a 
golden color palette scheme, Frankfort said.

“The word ‘think’ ties her painting together 
with the science space,” Assistant to the Rice 
Public Art Program Hallie Jordan said.

At the Nov. 19 opening reception, Hubbard 
officially introduced the painting. Hubbard 
commissioned Frankfort, a native Houstonian 
who formally teaches at Boston University’s 
College of Fine Arts, to become an artist-in-res-
idence at Rice University in order to create the 
site-specific work. 

Frankfort, who has exhibited her work since 
1999, won a Guggenheim fellowship in 2005, and 
in the same year was featured in her first solo ex-
hibition, What’s So Funny, in Brooklyn, NY. Her 
latest solo exhibition, Pictures, took place at the 
Inman Gallery in Houston in 2010. 

Hubbard said she commissioned Frankfort 
because she was enamored by the energy and 
visual tension in Frankfort’s work.

“[Frankfort’s] work emanates emotional en-
ergy, with text as a formal element in a hyper-
delicious juxtaposition,” Hubbard said.

Over the course of the year, Frankfort spent 
time with the researchers and in the spaces of 
the BRC to acculturate herself to the environ-
ment of her commissioned work. Frankfort said 
her own perception of the painting changed once 
it was hung beneath the recessed can lights be-
cause she had never seen it vertically. Frankfort 
had worked on the painting with the canvas laid 
horizontally in a physics laboratory on campus.

“I drilled brushes together to make a huge 
roller to paint the canvas,” Frankfort said. “The 
brushwork marks the archaeology of the paint-
ing. The text is only a secondary reading.”

Rice and Brazilian university 
create dual-degree program 

At the moment, the dual-
degree program is 
distinguished from all 
other graduate programs 
in history where students 
might want to study Brazil 
or the Atlantic world. 

Alida Metcalf
History professor

Fondren hosts therapy 
dogs for student stress

Frankfort creates new 
art piece for BRC space
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Want to make 

a difference in the 

lives of 25 first-year 

students? 
Want to get paid $6,000 for it? 

The Rice Emerging Scholars Program (RESP) 

is seeking 5 undergraduate Student Coaches 

to serve as tutors, advisers, and mentors to 

25 first-year students interested in science, 

technology, engineering, or math. This on-

campus program will run from June 17 to 

August 3. Student coaches will be provided 

room and board for the duration of the 

program and will receive a $6,000 stipend. 

Questions? Email ptt@rice.edu

Interested? Email a resume, the names and contact 

information of 2 references, and a personal statement 

about why you are uniquely qualified for the position to 

mrm4@rice.edu. Look for a flier with more information 

in your college's listserv announcements! 

Apply by Jan. 17

“The Marshall is among the most prestigious 
postgraduate awards,” Quenemoen said. “The 
scholarship will enable Rahul to build upon 
his impressive record of scholarship, on topics 
ranging from the computer simulation of blood-
vessel growth to qualitative assessment of sci-
entific research, and his significant leadership 
in improving access to healthcare and scientific 
information.”

Rekhi said he is excited and humbled to re-
ceive the scholarship.

“For me, the Marshall is at once a validation 
of my vision, a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
and a reminder that my aspirations must always 
be higher than the self,” Rekhi said. “I view this 
investment in me as a mandate to make real, 
global impacts.”

After his stay in the U.K., Rekhi plans to pur-
sue graduate education in the U.S. and engage 
in a career that spans the fields of health, tech-
nology and policy, he said.

“My vision is to not only be involved with 
developing biomedical innovations that help 
tackle many of the major diseases afflicting the 
globe, but to also craft public policy at the na-
tional and international levels,” Rekhi said.

A 2011 Barry M. Goldwater Scholar and a 

2012 Harry S. Truman Scholar, Rekhi has com-
pleted policy internships at both the National 
Science Foundation and World Health Organi-
zation. He did a global health technology de-
velopment internship with Beyond Traditional 
Borders in Malawi and interned twice in cancer 
imaging and immunotherapy at the MD Ander-
son Cancer Center.

Since his freshman year, Rekhi has done re-
search in the lab of assistant professor of bioen-
gineering Amina Qutub on computational mod-
eling of angiogenesis.

Qutub said she is thrilled that Rekhi is being 
recognized as a Marshall Scholar.

“Any initial reservations of taking on a new 
undergraduate were quickly replaced with the 
joy of seeing [Rekhi] develop his talents as an 
innovative systems biologist and science policy-
maker,” Qutub said. “[Rekhi] maintains a sense 
of intellectual curiosity, humor and modesty 
that makes him an ideal ambassador for the 
Marshall Scholar program.”

Brown College junior Nathan Truong said 
the scholarship will offer Rekhi a unique ex-
perience.

“He’s a very intelligent person who has a 
wide array of interests spanning from science 
and public policy that will lead him to pursue a 
impactful career,” Truong said. “It’s an amazing 
accomplishment and the scholarship speaks to 
what he’s done at Rice and his bright future.”

0REKHI
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STUDENT ASSOCIATION MINUTES
The following were noted at the most recent meetings of the Student 
Association on Nov. 19 and 26.

Nov. 19:

■■■ Duncan College Senator Chynna Foucek said the director of Brown University’s 
Center for Teaching Excellence will be presenting on his center’s policies on  
Dec. 5 at 9:30 a.m. in Humanities Building Room 119.

■■■ President David Leebron spoke about what has changed over the last decade at 
Rice and the university’s plans moving forward.

■■■ Leebron said the number of yearly applicants has doubled, fewer accepted stu-
dents choose to attend Rice, and the graduate and undergraduate population 
have both increased by over 30 percent. Leebron said tuition revenue has almost 
tripled and scholarship assistance has almost quadrupled. 

■■■ Leebron said the projects closest to being fully funded and breaking ground are 
a new tennis facility, a building for the Glasscock School for Continuing Studies 
and the Klein Hall for Social Sciences. Construction on the new tennis facility 
is set to begin in the spring of 2013. He said the current tennis facilities do not 
meet the standards necessary for hosting a conference tournament.

■■■ Leebron said the reason Rice has remained stagnant at No. 17 in the U.S. News 
& World Report ranking is because of its less visible national reputation and its 
lower graduation and retention rate compared to some peer institutions. Rice’s 
current four-year graduation rate is 79 percent. In comparison, Duke Universi-
ty’s is 89 percent and Stanford University’s is 87 percent, according to the U.S. 
News & World Report website. Along with improving graduation statistics, Rice 
is working hard to increase its media visibility, he said.

■■■ Leebron said Rice is made up of a large percentage of Texas students because 
the university does not have the ambition to become a Northeastern university 
located in Houston. The Rice experience is intended to be distinctly Texan, Le-
ebron said.

■■■ McMurtry College senior Henry Deng and Aakash Keswani (Lovett ’12) presented 
about the Rice Student Action Team, which would have students working with 
professional advisers identify issues, develop projects in response to issues and 
enact solutions to these problems.

■■■ Students made various complaints regarding the RSAT presentation. Few indi-
viduals present were aware of the preliminary discussions for RSAT. Other stu-
dents questioned the legitimacy of placing extensive power in the hands of un-
elected students and community members. Attendees questioned the overlap in 
roles of governance between the SA, RSAT and college governments.

Nov. 26:

■■■ SA Internal Vice President Gabrien Clark introduced the Environmental, Student 
Life and Academics Committees for presentations about ongoing projects. These 
three committees each contain four to five different project-based subcommittees. 

■■■ The Environmental Committee’s five projects include increasing the size and 
quality of the bike-sharing program, partnering with composting businesses to 
reduce Rice’s ecological footprint and improving the ease of recycling across 
campus by adding outdoor recycling bins. To reduce Rice’s energy consumption, 
one subcommittee is working with chemistry labs to monitor their fume hood 
usage. Another group is planning to have LEDs installed in the Sid Richardson 
College Commons.

■■■ The Student Life Committee’s current initiatives include increasing the support 
available for first-generation college students, enhancing resources for off-cam-
pus students and improving parking in the interests of students. To increase 
student attendance at athletic events, a subcommittee plans to install a semi-
permanent banner outside of Fondren Library with weekly athletic schedules.

■■■ The Academics Committee’s projects include working to identify and remove ob-
stacles to studying abroad and publicizing the available opportunities. Groups 
collaborating with the Office of the Registrar are working to make electronic tran-
scripts available and to put together a student response about the spring regis-
tration system via a survey and focus group. Another group mentioned plans to 
create a centralized website for fellows programming and resources in order to 
increase collaboration between academic fellows at various colleges.

RUPD undercover 
sting busts drug sale 

A man was arrested near Wiess 
College on Nov. 1 for attempting to 
sell marijuana to a Rice University 
Police Department officer who was 
working undercover. 

The officer was working off an 
anonymous tip, according to RUPD 
Captain Clemente Rodriguez. The 
man, who was not affiliated with Rice, 
was subsequently charged with a 
third-degree felony for delivery of a 

controlled substance on a school cam-
pus. He attempted to sell a quarter ounce 
of marijuana.

Rodriguez said the officer was under-
cover in preparation for the potential for 
violent resistance.

“We rarely do undercover stings like 
this,” Rodriguez said. “In this case, we 
had confidential information and acted 
on it. Although we are talking about 
marijuana, there is always the potential 
for violence when you deal with some-
one selling drugs. That is why we took 
action.”

-Nicole Zhao

NEWS IN BRIEF
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by Zhifan Li
Thresher Staff

A female Rice graduate student was robbed by 
a man who displayed a handgun and demanded 
money at Bus Stop B on Nov. 20 shortly after 9 
p.m. The suspect fled with the victim’s cell phone 
and cash in a vehicle driven by another unknown 
suspect. The student was not harmed.

According to the Rice University Police De-
partment crime alert sent out at 10:22 p.m. that 
night, the suspect was described as a black male 
in his 20s. He is approximately 5 feet 8 inches in 
height, of thin build, clean-shaven with short hair 
and was wearing a red T-shirt. 

As of Nov. 28, the suspect had not been found, 
RUPD Chief Johnny Whitehead said.

The student was waiting for the bus to go back 
to her apartment when robbed. 

“She reported that [a] man approached her 
[and] said something to her,” Whitehead said. 
“She did not really understand initially what he 
said. Then he said to her, ‘Give me your mon-
ey.’ He pulled out a handgun. He took her cell 
phone, and she gave him a little bit [of] cash she 
had.” 

After the robbery, instead of using the blue-
light system, she got on the bus, went to her 

friend’s place and called RUPD, Whitehead said.
Baker College freshman Wei Zeng said he felt 

frightened because he was very close to the loca-
tion of the robbery.

“I was waiting at that bus stop just one hour 
before the robbery with my friends. It was very 
scary, and I will never go out of Rice at night 
again,” Zeng said.

Duncan College sophomore Kaching Ho said 
she thinks campus may not be that safe.

“I try not to wander alone at campus at night, 
and [I] walk with other people,” Ho said.

Whitehead said RUPD has taken action to pro-
tect students.

“We have increased patrol presence around 
parking lots, bus stops and isolated areas of 
campus,” Whitehead said. “The campus will be 
patrolled by additional police officers and uni-
formed security specialists. We have requested 
the Houston Police Department and the South-
ampton Police Patrol’s help with increasing 
patrols in the neighborhoods surrounding the 
campus. Our investigators are sharing informa-
tion with HPD and other local police departments 
in an effort to identify suspects. We are exploring 
other strategies to improve security, including the 
use of technology, improved lighting, and bus 
routes and stop locations.”

by Zhifan Li
Thresher Staff

Two unarmed men attempted to rob two fe-
male Rice graduate students who were walking 
north of campus toward their vehicle parked at 
Kent Street and Dunstan Road on Nov. 16 around 
10 p.m. The students resisted as the suspects 
tried to take a cellphone from one student and 
a purse from the other. The suspects ran away 
empty-handed. 

According to police Captain Clemente Ro-
driguez, Rice University Police Department 
searched the area but could not find the suspects. 

As of Nov. 27, the suspects had not been 
found, according to Rodriguez.

The suspects were described as black, be-
tween the ages of 18 and 22, between 5 feet 8 
inches and 5 feet 10 inches in height, and wear-
ing dark shirts and dark basketball shorts.

There did not appear to be bystanders when 
the victims were attacked, Rodriguez said.

“They were yelling, but nobody came to 
[help],” Rodriguez said. “So there was nobody 
walking around in that area at that time. Nobody 
they observed.”

According to Rodriguez, the suspects 
stalked the women first. During the robbery, 

the students resisted, and one student suffered 
a cut to the finger while the other suffered an 
abrasion on the forearm, Rodriquez said. The 
suspects then allegedly ran away in different 
directions, according to Rodriquez.

After the attempted robbery, the students 
tried to call 911 but could not get through. They 
ran back to campus and called RUPD, Rodri-
guez said.

Rodriguez said RUPD officers are patrolling 
around campus and are still looking for the sus-
pects. RUPD also notified the Southampton Pa-
trol and the Houston Police Department of the 
incident when it occurred.

Sid Richardson College sophomore Lau-
ren Schmidt said she felt the crime alert im-
pacted her.

“It was very scary. When it happened, we were 
all in the [resident associate’s] room,” Schmidt 
said. “It makes me never want to go out again.”

Rodriguez said students should cooperate in 
these situations.

“Don’t fight for your personal property be-
cause it ends worse,” Rodriguez said. “It ends 
[with] somebody getting hurt. In this case, thank-
fully, they suffered from only minor injuries, but 
we recommend you just give the items away with-
out resisting.”

SAFETY TIPS FROM CHIEF WHITEHEAD
■■■ Program RUPD’s phone number, 713-348-6000, into your cell phone.

■■■ Do not forget that there are emergency blue-light phones located 
around campus that ring directly to the RUPD Dispatch Center.

■■■ Take advantage of night escort services, especially if going to the 
graduate apartments after dark, by calling RUPD.

■■■ Never fight back. Cooperate with the assailant, then contact the po-
lice as soon as it is safe to do so.

■■■ Be aware of your surroundings and report any suspicious activity 
or emergencies on or near campus immediately to RUPD or local 
police.

Graduate student falls 
victim to armed robbery

Students resist robbers, 
leave with minor injuries
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RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Nov. 17-28.

Residential Colleges
Duncan College
Jones College
Duncan College

Hanszen College

Academic Buildings
BRC
BRC

Nov. 17
Nov. 21
Nov. 25

Nov. 25

Nov. 18
Nov. 20

Theft of a bicycle
Theft of money and purse
Criminal trespass by non-Rice 
male. Male had previously stolen a 
bike on campus and was found loi-
tering near bike racks.
Theft of a mannequin

Theft of a bicycle
Theft of a bicycle

by Sana Yaklur
Thresher Staff

The lab of Qianfan Xu recently produced 
a spatial light modulator that can manipu-
late and moderate light faster than current 
light-modulating technologies. Light modu-
lation entails sending information by using 
light signals in optical cables, similar to how 
information is conveyed to a computer user 
through digital pixels.

Current light-modulating technologies, such 
as liquid crystal displays used in computer moni-
tors or digital clocks, are slow in modulating light 
because they only have two dimensions to work 
with, Xu, assistant professor of electrical and 
computer engineering, said. 

“The photonics field [the study of the use of 
light for information transmission] is developing 
very quickly, but the devices we currently use are 
very limited,” Xu said. 

The SLM device is made of a thin silicon layer 
with nanometer-sized grooves, according to Xu.

The device has many applications. It would 
help signal processing, a single-pixel camera be-
ing developed in another Rice lab and routing 

optical networks become more efficient, Xu said.
Jianbo Chen, a graduate student working in 

Xu’s lab, said that this device can be used to dis-
play pixels since its light output can be modified 
to any wavelength. Chen said it can also be used 
as a sensor.

The lab’s SLM modulates light through free 
space, so it works much faster and can switch 
light intensities much faster, according to Xu. 

The device works based on a mechanism 
called diffractive coupling, Chen said.

“A simple way to understand this is to consid-
er a wavelength of adjustable light incident at the 
device in the normal [perpendicular] direction, 
and in most situations it will transmit [through 
the device] because the media is transparent to 
those wavelengths,” Chen said. “However, due to 
the property of the periodic structure of the de-
vice, also known as ‘photonic crystal’ structure, 
at some wavelength point or light energy, the de-
vice will prohibit the light from transmitting, and 
that gives us a method to control the ‘on and off’ 
status of light.”

The device was developed not only because 
it manipulates light faster, but also because it is 
energy-efficient, Chen said.

Xu said the idea for the device was first devel-
oped two years ago, although the original idea 
only slightly resembles the current product. 

“The first device we built was based on a ring 
resonator. It looked like a gear, so we called it a 
microgear resonator,” Xu said.

Prototypes were built based on this original 
ideal but they turned out to be unsuccessful.  

When the lab came up with the concepts be-
hind the current device, instead of building the 
device itself, it sent the design to a silicon fac-
tory because it was too complicated to make in 
the lab, according to Xu. After a few months, the 
device was built, but with imperfections. The 
size was larger than ideal since the size the lab 
had requested was smaller than the factory could 
produce, but the device worked regardless.

Xu’s device could potentially change how in-
formation is transmitted.

by Amanda MacDonald
Thresher Staff

Gift Operations Manager Jessie Shieh died un-
expectedly of cardiac arrest on Nov. 12. She is sur-
vived by her husband, Jai Paniker, and her two 
children, Raena and Ronan.

Shieh worked in the Office of Resource 
Development for 12 years. She joined Rice as 
a financial analyst in 2000 and then was pro-
moted to gift operations manager in 2007, ac-
cording to Executive Director of Development 
Services Karen Rubinsky.

Reflections from Shieh’s colleagues demon-
strate how much they valued working with her.

“The thing that keeps coming to me is her 
always ‘up’ attitude,” Development Information 
Services Coordinator Liz Nunez said. “She saw 
the humor in things and had a great laugh.”

Many of Shieh’s colleagues touched upon her 
great attitude. 

“Jessie was a believer in ‘Keep Calm and Carry 
On,’” Gift Records Specialist Libby Wilson said. “I 
admired her ability to not sweat the small stuff.”

Shieh was known for her devotion to family.

“In addition to our close working relation-
ship, we were raising our kids together,” co-
worker  and Data Operations Manager Lawanda 
Sanders said. 

Shieh was a committed volunteer for the Girl 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, her children’s schools and 
her son’s soccer team, according to Sanders. 

Shieh made a strong impact on those she 
knew at Rice. 

“Her passing leaves a huge hole in our hearts, 
and [we] will miss her for a long, long time,” Wil-
son said. 

Rice mourns loss of Shieh Rice lab produces new 
light modulating device

“The primary concern with RSAT is the infra-
structure they're proposing,” Jain said. “There 
is overlap with the organizational structure of 
the SA.”

Min said the SA represents undergradu-
ates’ interests even when they are unrealis-
tic. She said RSAT was more focused on hav-
ing undergraduates help the administration 
rather than voice student concerns.

Deng later said that presenting RSAT at 
the SA meeting was not the best choice and 
that RSAT had not yet been finalized.

“When we said we wanted applications, 
that was just to gauge interest,” Deng said. 
“The presentation was just so that we could 
start a discussion.”

Deng said he planned to engage college 
presidents and senators in smaller meetings.

“We still want discussions before RSAT 
moves on to the next stage,” Deng said.

According to Jain, college presidents had 
not yet accepted the invitation to meet pri-
vately with RSAT.

“They don’t see a need for them to have a 
separate meeting,” Jain said. “That’s just be-
cause that’s not normally how these things 
are handled. It’s kind of inefficient if the 
same presentation would be given to presi-
dents and senators. That’s why Senate meet-
ings exist.”

Lovett College President Christian Neal said 
at the Senate meeting he felt that RSAT would fail 
to engage the student body or Faculty Senate.

“I just don’t know what roles you’d play 
in this university, with the SA or within col-
lege leadership,” Neal said. “I, for one, do 

not think that RSAT should happen. I’m ac-
tually a little insulted that college leader-
ship and the SA senators were not consulted 
about this before this meeting. It seems like 
it’s just been thrown at us as something 
that’s going to happen.” 

Neal later walked out of the meeting as 
Deng and Keswani replied to his points. Lat-
er that night, Neal sent an email to SA sena-
tors, SA executives and college presidents 
apologizing for his actions.

“I will say that I stand behind everything 
I said at the SA meeting, but I do have regrets 
about walking out of the meeting,” Neal 
said in a personal interview. “I apologized 
for taking these issues too personally and 
stated that I would be working on improv-
ing my abilities to debate personal issues by 
focusing on principles rather than people.”

Min said she should have stepped in at 
the SA meeting to clarify that RSAT was only 
a proposal. Min said she wants to see the SA 
meetings become a place where ideas are intro-
duced, as opposed to having college presidents 
or senators know about them beforehand, es-
pecially if the issue affected all students.

Lovett Senator Min Ji Kim said she was 
dissatisfied that the SA meeting was the first 
time she had heard of RSAT.

“I was surprised that RSAT was already 
asking for applications and resumes by Nov. 
30,” Kim said. “It seemed like they were an-
nouncing their project rather than discuss-
ing and listening to students' opinions. The 
presidents and senators were not informed 
about RSAT before the SA meeting. RSAT did 
not follow the process of seeking … the stu-
dent body's thoughts before [it] announced 
[its] plan at the meeting.”

Baker College freshman Nitin Agrawal 
said he understood the hesitation about 
RSAT but was surprised when Neal walked 
out of the Senate meeting.

“I do understand [Neal’s] anger toward 
the RSAT program in general because the 
way it was presented, it does seem like it 
basically took work away from the college 
senators and presidents,” Agrawal said.

Will Rice College freshman Erica Kim 
said  she did not think RSAT would be able 
accomplish its goal of remaining objective.

“I feel like the SA is effective,” Kim said. 
“I don't see the point of RSAT because if it's 
going to be eight to 12 students, they’re go-
ing to have a natural student bias. You’re not 
going to have a completely objective group.”

Deng said he and Keswani wanted to ad-
dress the concerns that had been raised and 
get started with RSAT in January. 

0RSAT
from page 1

The photonics field [the 
study of the use of light for 
information transmission] 
is developing very quickly, 
but the devices we current-
ly use are very limited.

Qianfan Xu
Assistant professor, electrical 

and computer engineering

“Jessie was a 
very active and 
involved mom, but 
she still managed 
to teach Raena 
and Ronan to be 
independent and 
self-reliant.” 

- Lawanda Sanders

Photo courtesy Rice 
News and MediaJessie Shieh

I just don’t know what roles 
you’d play in this univer-
sity, with the SA or within 
college leadership. I, for 
one, do not think that RSAT 
should happen.

Christian Neal
Lovett College President
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With six primary bowl slot agreements for 
Conference USA, and only five bowl eligible 
teams, the only question the Owls have is 
where exactly they’ll be traveling. C-USA has 
announced that Rice will be heading either 
to Fort Worth for the Bell Helicopter Armed 
Forces Bowl or to New Orleans for the R+L 
Carriers New Orleans Bowl, as C-USA likes to 
find locations as close as possible to home 
for their bowl teams.

The United States Air Force Academy has 
already accepted a slot in the Armed Forces 
Bowl to be played on Dec. 29. The Air Force 
Falcons also just narrowly snuck into bowl 
play at 6-6, losing three of their last four. 
University of Louisiana at Layfette, which 
has one game yet to play and could end up 
8-4, has already committed to the R+L Carri-
ers New Orleans Bowl. The Louisiana Ragin’ 
Cajuns, who play in the Sun Belt conference, 
made national headlines a few weeks ago by 
just barely losing against the University of 
Florida, currently ranked fourth in the BCS, 
after letting Florida return a blocked punt 
with just two seconds left. The New Orleans 
Bowl would be played on Dec. 22.

The deciding factor will be the outcome 
of the C-USA title game to be played Satur-
day. University of Tulsa will be taking on the 
University of Central Florida, at Tulsa, with 
Rice’s fate in the balance. A Tulsa win will 
send Tulsa to the Liberty Bowl in Nashville, 
Tenn., and Rice to the Armed Forces Bowl. A 
UCF win will send Tulsa to the Liberty Bowl, 
East Carolina University to the Beef O’Brady’s 
Bowl in St. Petersburg, Fla., and Rice to the 
New Orleans Bowl game. 

“All the work we put in, from the offsea-
son to the fall camp to come in here, it took 
a team effort,” linebacker Cameron Nwosu 
said. “All the seniors, man, they wanted to 
do it. This is their last year, and we have sev-
en seniors on this team. Every week, we told 
the team play like it’s our last. We told the 
team it’s like high school playoffs: You have 
to win every week to get to the state cham-
pionship.” 

UTEP put up a good fight, keeping the 
game in doubt until the closing minutes. It 
was Head Coach Mike Price’s last game, end-
ing a 31-year collegiate head coaching career 
which included two Rose Bowl visits.

Rice’s rushing game led the way in the first 
half, with running back Charles Ross record-
ing over 100 yards in the first two quarters. 
Paired with crisp passing from quarterback 
Taylor McHargue, the Owls found themselves 
with a 17-14 lead heading into halftime – not 
nearly the breathing room that they wanted.

With six minutes to play in the third quar-
ter and the Owls still with a three-point lead, 
UTEP completed a 51-yard passing play over 
the middle, setting itself up at the Owls’ 
3-yard line. Rice caused a fumble on the goal 
line, but it was still recovered by UTEP in the 
end zone, putting them up four after the ex-
tra point. 

A 56-yard return by running back Jeremy 
Eddington set up a Rice field goal on the 
very next drive, however, with kicker Chris 
Boswell successfully making a 51-yard field 
goal. The kick was Boswell’s sixth from 50+ 
yards this season and brought the Owls to 
within one.

UTEP seemed poised to match the field 
goal on its next drive, advancing to the Rice 
37-yard line. But, a huge open field tackle 
by defensive tackle Hosam Shahin, his sixth 
sack of the season, moved the Miners out of 
field goal range and forced them to punt.

With the ball downed at the 5-yard line, 

McHargue put on a quarterback clinic, lead-
ing the Owls 95 yards and 20 plays before 
Ross found the end zone on a 9-yard run. The 
drive had five third-down conversions. An 
attempted two-point conversion would fail, 
however, still leaving UTEP down less than a 
touchdown at 26-21.

The defense, hoping to hold the Miners 
scoreless and let the offense seal the game, 
forced a three and out and an ensuing UTEP 
punt. The Owls fumbled the punt, however, 
handing the Miners the ball back inside Rice 
field position.

The defense allowed two first downs on 
the ensuing UTEP drive but was able to hold 
the Miners to a field goal, protecting the 
Owls’ lead. Senior defensive end Jared Wil-
liams was instrumental in helping stop the 
Miners from gaining their third first down of 
the drive with pressure on a key third down.

With the lead still two, and with over six 
minutes to play, the Owls needed a touch-

down to seal the game. They got perhaps the 
Rice play of the decade, with Eddington re-
turning the UTEP kickof 97 yards for the Owls 
touchdown.

“There can’t be a more emotional 6-6 team 
The team has progressed in every aspect this 
season, looking like a completely different 
group than the one that stepped on the field 
against University of California Los Angeles. 
The defense, always the biggest question 
mark, has been capable of making stops in 
big instances, keeping the Owls in games.

And the offense, led by McHargue, has 
only put up less than 30 three times this 
season, claiming a place as one of the more 
dangerous units in C-USA. Granted, being 
guaranteed at least a field goal (thanks to 
Boswell) if you can get within the 35-yardline 
certainly helps.

And now, the Owls have one game left to 
end up where they always wanted to be: a 
winning team, with a winning record.

Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports
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The Fifth Lap

Do you remember August? 
As so often happens, it feels like yesterday and 

like forever ago. Those hot, sweaty days, filled 
with dreams and free from impossibilities, have 
transformed into another semester completed 
and another fall season of sports written in the 
history books.

So as finals start and the basketball season be-
gins, it is worth pausing to try and put Rice athlet-
ics’ fall of 2012 in perspective.

Perhaps the best place to begin is where all 
seasons are ultimately judged: in the standings. 
The picture painted there is a pretty impressive 
one. Every fall team sport besides football fin-
ished in the top half of the conference, including 
three top-three finishes in conference standings: 
Women’s soccer finished No. 1, women’s volley-
ball, No. 2; and men’s cross country, No. 3. More-
over, the football team’s 4-4 record in Conference 

USA play and 6-6 record overall, making it eligible 
for a bowl, was its best finish since 2008. That 
level of competitiveness across a wide range of 
sports is incredibly impressive.

 But stopping with the standings would fail to 
capture the full dynamics of the fall of 2012.

This was a season full of moments, those in-
delible instances and images that come to define 
a year. They include Chris Boswell’s game-win-
ning field goal against the University of Kansas 
and the celebration of the women’s soccer team 
after it overcame the University of Houston and 
the weather in its final game to capture a share of 
the C-USA regular season title. Those will be the 
pictures of the fall of 2012.

This was a season full of great stories. Stories 
like that of women’s cross country senior Ma-
rie Thompson, who came back from over a year 
out of competition due to injury to capture All-C-
USA honors. Stories like the scoring explosion of 
freshmen Holly Hargreaves and Lauren Hughes, 
who combined to score 19 of the women’s soccer 
team’s 25 goals this season. Those will be the tales 
of the fall of 2012.

And this was a season full of accolades and 
achievements. At the top of the list has to be the 
accomplishments of women’s volleyball’s junior 
setter Megan Murphy and senior middle blocker

 

Nancy Cole. Murphy, who garnered C-USA Setter 
of the Year honors and was five-time C-USA set-
ter of the week, posted 14 double-doubles on the 
season and had over 30 assists in every C-USA 
contest. Cole became the 13th player in Rice his-
tory to tally 1,000 career kills on her way to a First 
Team C-USA selection. Those, along with many 
others, will be the record book’s mention of the 
fall of 2012.

However, the semester also had its share of 
hurt, heartbreak and disappointment. Despite 
great regular seasons, first-round conference 
tournament exits left both the women’s soccer 
and women’s volleyball teams on the wrong side 
of the NCAA tournament bubble. Both men’s and 
women’s cross country teams saw their bids to be 
Cinderella national qualifiers derailed by untime-
ly injuries and illnesses. And three of the football 
team’s four conference losses were decided by 
one score or less, making it hard not to wonder 
what might have been.

Moreover, no summary of the fall of 2012 
would be complete without mentioning one of 
the biggest stories outside of competition: the 
high profile transfers of men’s basketball play-
ers Arsalan Kazemi and Omar Oraby, the final 
two of six players to leave the program before 
the end of their eligibility since last season. The 

moves constituted a huge blow for a program 
that appeared to be on the verge of significant ac-
complishments.

Taken together, it was a semester of ups and 
downs, a semester of smiles and tears, a semester 
featuring both thrilling victories and sickening de-
feats. It was a semester unlike any other, which, in 
that sense, makes it like every other. It was a se-
mester with everything that keeps us as fans com-
ing back season after season, year after year.

Now, on the other side of the semester from 
those distant August days, where one is left de-
pends largely on who one is. Fans are left an-
ticipating a spring full of basketball, swimming 
(which has already started), tennis, golf, baseball 
and track. Coaches and returning athletes are left 
preparing for the campaign of the fall of 2013.

And graduating seniors are left to sit back and 
reflect on the journey that was their collegiate ath-
letic career before moving on to whatever is next. 
For most, they will likely find that their careers 
look a lot like the fall of 2012. They were careers 
filled with indelible moments, careers made up of 
highs and lows, careers that featured both great 
accomplishments and stinging disappointments.

They were careers, like the fall seasons of 
2012, of which the Rice community can — and 
should — be proud. 

 Gabe  Cuadra

Reviewing the major sporting events of the fall season

0FOOTBALL
 from page 1

Four game win streak garners Rice a bowl game

Quarterback Taylor McHargue attempts to fend off an SMU tackler while stretching out for extra yards. The Owls beat SMU 36-14. 

dante zakhidov/thresher
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Dear Coach Bailiff,
Congratulations! As Owls, we cannot be more 

excited about this year’s football season. Doing 
things right by having true student-athletes and 
still having a .500 record is something in which 
everyone at this school should take pride. Of 
course, there were some close and disappoint-
ing games, such as our home loss to Marshall 
University in overtime or our barely-missed 
chance to take out C-USA favorite University of 

Tulsa. However, these were offset by our upset of 
the University of Kansas Jayhawks or our grtty win 
over Tulane University. As the saying goes, you 
win some and you lose some. We are overjoyed 
that for the first time in our collegiate careers, we 
have not lost more than we have won.

However, as we move to an exciting bowl 
game in either New Orleans or Fort Worth, we 
have one small request to make. You see, in 
our last home game against Southern Method-
ist University, we found ourselves cheering 
for Rice to not convert on third down during 
the fourth quarter. The reason for this strange 
turn of events was twofold: Our victory was 
assured, and we wanted to see Chris Boswell 
kick. Already, Boswell had kicked three field 
goals over 50 yards, tying a NCAA record. We 
wanted to see that record broken. And that’s 
not the only record we want to see broken. 

We believe that with a guy like Boswell on the 
squad, there is no reason the school record 
should be less than 60 yards.

In fact, why stop there? Our exhaustive 
Wikipedia research indicates the world record for 
an in-game field goal is a mere 69 yards, kicked 
in 1976. Seeing Boswell’s 56-yard kick yard sail 
easily and powerfully during the SMU game 
demonstrated that breaking this benchmark is 
not inconceivable. Rice Stadium is where America 
launched its successful attempt to go to the moon; 
let’s make it the place where we launched our 
successful mission to reach 70 yards.

Imagine what would happen if we set the 
record during our bowl game. Chris Boswell 
would be on Good Morning America, and even in 
this crazy year for college football, Rice University 
would make it to the highlight reels. It would be 
famous not only in school history but nationally, 

providing loyal fans with an achievement to cite 
when forced to defend the Owls’ contributions to 
the sporting world.

Naturally, as head coach of a Division I foot-
ball team, your first priority is ensuring the devel-
opment of your student-athletes, and your second 
is winning games. We are not suggesting that 
you throw out the playbook and simply go into 
the bowl game with the sole purpose of breaking 
field-goal records. However, it should be your 
secondary purpose. Later this month, when we 
find ourselves around midfield late in the fourth 
quarter, a bowl game victory already secured, we 
implore you, Coach Bailiff: Let Chris Boswell kick 
us into the history books.

Anthony Lauriello and Alex Weinheimer are 
Thresher Backpage editors. Lauriello is a Wiess Col-

lege senior and Weinheimer is a Martel College senior.

An open letter to Rice Football Coach David Bailiff
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Houston City Hall Menorah Lighting
For the 17th year in a row, Chabad Lubavitch Out-

reach Center of Houston will be hosting a menorah 
lighting ceremony in front of City Hall to celebrate 
the eighth and final night of Hanukkah at 8 p.m. on  
Dec. 15. After the lighting of Houston’s largest menorah, 
attendants will enjoy Hanukkah treats, such as gelt and 
dreidels. This year, the celebration will also be in honor 
of soldiers who have given their lives for the U.S.

10 things to do in Houston during the holiday season
by Molly Chiu aNd Joey Capparella

Editorial StaFF

Are you dreaming of a white christmas? Just because there’s no snow in Houston doesn’t 
mean that Houstonians can’t appreciate a winter wonderland. Whether you’re looking for a fun 
study break to spread some holiday cheer or wondering what you’ll do with all your free time 
after those pesky finals are over, Houston has plenty of events to offer this holiday season.

Zoo Lights at the Houston Zoo
You can visit our furry neighbors at the Houston Zoo 

year-round, but now through Jan. 5, you can see the Zoo 
lit up for the holiday season. From 6-10 p.m. nightly, visi-
tors can experience Zoo Lights, a spectacular display of 
lights and music. The zoo is decking the halls at several 
animal habitats, including the elephants, tigers and gi-
raffes. While you’re visiting the animals, enjoy tasty treats 
like hot chocolate and funnel cake. In addition to the ani-
mal exhibits, visitors can also listen to carolers, ride the 
Wildlife Carousel or watch the Polar Express 4-D Experi-
ence. Admission is $8 for members and $10 for nonmem-
bers. Tickets are $1 off if you purchase online. For more 
information, visit www.houstonzoo.org/zoolights.

Christmas Tree Lighting at City Hall
The City of Houston is kicking off the holiday season 

today with the Mayor’s Holiday Celebration and Tree Light-
ing at City Hall. Festivities kick off at 6 p.m. and include a 
Motown performance by Dennis Edwards and The Tempta-
tions Review, a visit from Santa Claus and the Houston Bal-
let Sugar Plum Fairies, and a fireworks show. At the center 
of the event will be the 63-foot tall White Fir tree, decked to 
the nines with lights and ornaments. For more information 
on the celebration, visit www.houstontx.gov. 

Houston Ballet’s The Nutcracker
Clara and the Nut-

cracker Prince are taking 
on the Rat King in the 
Houston Ballet’s annual 
production of The Nut-
cracker ballet. Listen to 
Tchaikovsky’s famous 
score while Clara trav-
els through the Land of 
Sweets. Now through  
Dec. 30, you can see the 
ballet at the Wortham 
Theater. Although tick-
ets through Passport to 
Houston are sold out, you 
can still purchase tickets 
through the Houston Bal-
let. For a full schedule of 
performance dates and 
times or to purchase tick-
ets, visit www.houston-
ballet.org/TheNutcracker.

A Christmas Carol at the Alley Theatre
Ebenezer Scrooge is getting a visit from the Ghosts of 

Christmas Past, Present and Yet to Come in the Alley The-
atre’s annual production of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas 
Carol. Join the miserly Scrooge as he learns about the true 
meaning of Christmas. Performances run now through Dec. 
24. For a full list of performance times and to purchase tick-
ets, visit www.alleytheatre.org.

Ice Skating
Channel your inner Michelle Kwan, grab a pair of skates 

and head to the Houston Galleria for some ice skating this 
holiday season. If you don’t own your own skates, you can 
rent a pair. Skaters of all skill levels are welcome. During 
the holidays, there is a giant Christmas tree in the middle of 
the rink. Admission and skate rental cost $15. If you prefer 
to skate in the fresh air, take a trip down to the ICE at Dis-
covery Green. Now through Jan. 27, outdoor skating is fea-
tured on Kinder Lake. Admission and skate rental are $12.

Houston Texans
If you’re a football fan, take a trip down to Reliant Sta-

dium to support the Houston Texans. With a record of 10-1, 
the Texans are on a roll. Be sure to wear your navy and red 
to support Matt Schaub, Andre Johnson, Arian Foster, J.J. 
Watt, former Rice Owl James Casey and the rest of the Tex-
ans. The next home game is Sunday, Dec. 16, against the 
Indianapolis Colts. To see the Texans’ full schedule, visit 
www.houstontexans.com.

Houston Rockets
Have you heard about the legendary beard? Whether 

it is James Harden’s epic mane or the magic of Linsanity 
that strikes your fancy, watch the Houston Rockets play at 
the Toyota Center. With 10 home games in December, the 
Rockets will be looking to improve on their 7-8 record as 
they battle teams such as the Los Angeles Lakers on Dec. 
4, the Dallas Mavericks on Dec. 8 and the Atlanta Hawks on 
New Year’s Eve. For ticket information and a full schedule, 
check out www.nba.com/rockets.

Holiday Lights in River Oaks
Looking for a low-key way to spread some holiday 

cheer? Grab a few friends and drive over to the River 
Oaks area to check out the neighborhood’s spectacular 
holiday light displays. River Oaks residents are notori-
ously competitive about their displays, making for a 
great show of lights. Sip hot cocoa from the comfort of 
your car while you cruise through the streets reveling in 
the glow of the holiday spirit.

New Year’s Eve Live
New York City is not 

the only place that goes 
all out for New Year’s Eve. 
Houston has its very own 
celebration at Discovery 
Green and the George R. 
Brown Convention Center 
called “New Year’s Eve 
Live.” This free event is 
full of exciting celebra-
tions to usher in the new 
year, including an illumi-
nated art car parade, a 
special 3-D light and fire-
work show, and live music 
performances. For more 
information, visit www.
newyearsevelive.com.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ELENA LACEY
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Editorial StaFF

Fisher v. The University of Texas has revived 
one of the most polemical debates in America: 
whether race can be used as a factor in admis-
sions to institutes of higher education. This is-
sue undoubtedly resonates at Rice University, 
which, like most American universities, factors 
an applicant’s ethnicity when selecting its fresh-
man class. While the arguments concerning af-
firmative action are widely known, a true un-
derstanding of the issue requires both legal and  
historical background.

In 2007, one year before current seniors 
applied to Rice, Abigail Noel Fisher of Aus-
tin, Texas, sent off her college applications. A 
soccer player and cellist with above-average 
grades, she hoped to secure admission into 
the freshman class of the University of Texas at 
Austin. Her father and sister had made it to UT, 
but Abigail did not. Instead, she made history. 
Fisher felt cheated by UT’s use of race in admis-
sions when she was not accepted and sued the 
university in Fisher v. The University of Texas.  
The case was heard in October of this year by 
the Supreme Court, and will be decided some-
time next year, most likely around June.

Fisher’s case rests on the unique nature of 
UT’s admissions program. As all of Rice’s Texas 
students know, admissions to UT are governed 
by the Texas House Bill 588, known as the “top 10 
percent rule,” which stipulates that the top 10 per-
cent of each high school class gains admission to 
UT. This determines around 75 to 80 percent of the 
university’s admission slots, resulting in an uphill 
battle for students who, like Fisher, came from 
strong public schools and failed to rank in the 
 top 10 percent.

The top 10 percent rule cannot be under-
stood without a brief history of affirmative ac-
tion law. The first Supreme Court case regarding 
affirmative action in college admissions was 
Regents of the University of California v. Bakke 
in 1978. Allan Bakke, a white man applying to 
the University of California at Davis School of 
Medicine, felt cheated when he received rejec-
tion letters two years in a row. Bakke felt that 
UC Davis’ admissions policy, which reserved a 
certain number of spots for minorities, euphe-
mistically referred to as “special applicants,” 
violated his constitutional rights.

The Bakke case sharply divided the Su-
preme Court. Four justices from the liberal 
wing judged the program and the use of race 
in admissions was legal. Four justices from 
the conservative wing ruled the opposite and 
declared the program a violation of the 14th 
Amendment. Justice Lewis Powell, the only 
justice of the nine not in one of these camps, 
wrote what the Supreme Court refers to as a 
plurality opinion, meaning that different jus-
tices joined him on different parts of his deci-
sion. Powell joined with the conservative wing 
in finding UC Davis’ policies in violation of the 
14th amendment but joined with the liberal 
wing in finding that the state had a compel-

ling reason to allow affirmative action as long 
as it was a “plus factor” but not a determining 
one. However, Powell felt affirmative action 
could only be for the purpose of diversity. The 
Bakke case is a landmark decision and one 
that all too often gets lost in the debate over 
affirmative action. While proponents have ar-
gued for other reasons to support affirmative 
action, such as righting historical wrongs or 
providing an “equal playing field,” these justi-
fications have been unconstitutional in higher 
education since 1978.

In 1996, UT lost an affirmative action case, 
Howard v. University of Texas, in the 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, one of the federal appeals courts 
that serves as the intermediary between federal 
district courts and the Supreme Court. UT quickly 
changed its policies to disallow racial consider-
ation in the admissions process, which meant the 
Supreme Court could not hear the case, as there 
was no longer an issue. After Hopwood v. Texas, 
none of the states in the 5th Circuit’s jurisdiction — 
Louisiana, Texas and Mississippi — could use race 
as a factor in admissions decisions. This included 
Rice University, which stopped its use of race  
in admissions.

The decrease in African-Americans and 
Hispanics at UT did not sit well with the Texas 
Statehouse. In 1997, the Texas Legislature, 
including Governor George Bush, passed the 
race-neutral “top 10 percent rule” to increase 
diversity at UT. The Legislature believed that 
because many public high schools in Texas 
have significant racial differences, the plan 
would increase diversity.

The new rule did not end the debate, and 
in 2003, the Supreme Court heard a pair of 
cases involving the University of Michigan. 
The first case, Gratz v. Bollinger, focused on 
Michigan’s undergraduate program. Michi-
gan utilized a numerical scale to rate appli-
cants giving points based on extracurricular 
activities and grades.  It also assigned points 
to underrepresented minorities.  In a bare 
majority of conservative justices, the court 
struck down this system and the use of any 
quantitative methods of considering race in 
admissions. While Gratz helped clarify what 
the court felt failed strict scrutiny, the sec-
ond case, Grutter v. Bollinger, demonstrated 
what admissions programs the court con-
sidered constitutional. Whereas Gratz sued 
Michigan’s undergraduate program, Grutter 
filed against its law school. Unlike the un-
dergraduate system, the law school did not 
use any quantitative measures for race. In-
stead, they simply used race when evaluating 
each candidate in order to achieve a “critical 
mass” of minority students. Unlike mass in 
the physical sciences, this had no quantita-
tive value; instead, it was defined as simply 
“enough” minority students. Justice Sandra 
Day O’Connor wrote for the court, joined by 
its liberal wing. Thus, the pair of Gratz and 
Grutter mirrors the decision in Bakke. One 
justice agreed with the conservatives in strik-
ing down a particular plan, but upheld some 

affirmative action with the liberals.
UT reacted to the ruling in Grutter by rein-

stating affirmative action for those students 
not admitted under the top 10 percent rule. 
Because this rule has already made UT one 
of the most diverse campuses in the nation, 
Fisher feels UT does not have a “compelling 
state interest” in using affirmative action for 
the rest of its admissions decisions. Further-
more, the plaintiff points to language in Grut-
ter that says that all affirmative action deci-
sions should have a foreseeable end. UT has 
no such end, and furthermore, its definition of 
critical mass, a sizeable minority population 
in every UT class, strikes Fisher as too high. 
Finally, the petitioner claims that only a small 
number of students admitted independently 
of the top 10 percent rule are minorities and 
that the race-based policy has an insignificant 
effect on total campus diversity. This ostensi-
bly counterintuitive argument asks why a pol-
icy that does little and carries a large potential 
risk for constitutional harm should exist at all.

UT simply argues that its policies fit court 
precedent, and that Fisher’s case is solely mo-
tivated by a desire to overturn Grutter after the 
replacement of Associate Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor with the far more conservative Asso-
ciate Justice Samuel Alito. This has made Asso-
ciate Justice Anthony Kennedy the swing vote. 
Justice Kennedy dissented on Grutter but has 
indicated he supports an extremelly narrowly 
tailored factoring of race.

However, UT is not alone in making its case. 
Numerous institutions have supported UT in its 
court case by submitting amicus curiae briefs. 
Amicus curiae means “friend of the court” and 
allows important groups to let the Supreme 
Court know their opinions on cases. In addi-
tion to the administration of President Barack 
Obama, a group of Fortune 500 companies and 
others, several groups of colleges have submit-
ted briefs, including Rice University. Richard 
Zansitis, general counsel for Rice, detailed how 
the university came to this decision. 

“After the Supreme Court decided that 
it would hear the appeal in Fisher, various 
groups began to come together to submit am-
icus briefs to the Supreme Court,” Zansitis 
said. “Rice was part of a such a group in 2003, 
and this year, I had discussions with a num-
ber of general counsels to explore jointly filing 
a brief.  We were interested in joining with a 
group of schools that were research universi-
ties such as ourselves, but also wanted a group 
with a significant involvement in STEM fields.  
It started out as a smaller group, but eventu-
ally grew to the size that it became:  CalTech, 
Carnegie Mellon, Case Western, Emory, George 
Washington, Northwestern, Tulane, Rochester, 
Washington University and Rice.”

The brief, publically available online, does 
indeed stress the importance of STEM fields 
and the lack of minority participation in them.

“In these fields [STEM], which depend on 
creative insights to solve problems, and where 
graduates will work in a highly globalized 

market, a lack of the diversity among the stu-
dent population detracts from the educational 
experience of both minority and non-minority 
students who are enrolled,” the brief states.

The brief notes Rice’s policies as an example 
of holistically evaluating admissions candidates.

“At Rice University, for example, appli-
cants are considered both ‘individually and 
collectively’ in order to determine who ‘will 
take fullest advantage of what the school has 
to offer,’” the brief said.

Those concerned with Rice’s prestige might 
feel upset with one of the other briefs submit-
ted to the court.

“The Ivy League schools decided to sub-
mit their own brief but included other schools 
among their group by invitation, including 
Stanford, University of Chicago, Duke, Johns 
Hopkins and Vanderbilt,” Zansitis said. “Each 
of these additional schools, by the way, has a 
medical school.”

This brief did not mention the importance 
of STEM fields.

While Rice supports the legality of UT’s ad-
missions policies, its policy is different. Chris 
Munoz, vice president for enrollment at Rice 
University, said that while Rice does use race 
in admissions, it does not goes as far as UT.

“President [David Leebron] has clearly stat-
ed we do not have any ‘critical mass’ goals,” 
Munoz said. “It’s a policy I strongly agree with.”

Munoz stressed the modesty of Rice’s affirma-
tive action, pointing to statistics showing that the 
admissions rate for underrepresented minorities 
was 22 percent compared to a general acceptance 
rate of 18 percent. Munoz also discussed what he 
sees as the success of the program.

“Rice is a majority-minority campus,” Mu-
noz said. “As this election just showed, Amer-
ica is changing demographically, and Rice is 
already there. We are where everyone else will 
be in a couple of years.”

While this policy is more narrowly tailored 
than UT’s and thus less likely to be ruled un-
constitutional, if the court accepts Fisher’s 
argument that too modest of a policy does not 
constitute a compelling interest, Rice’s status 
quo could be jeopardized. Furthermore, Rice 
does not have any planned end for its policies, 
as some feel Fisher calls for.

“As long as the law continues to permit uni-
versities to consider race and ethnicity among 
the ‘plus’ factors in a holistic admissions pro-
cess, I do not see Rice abandoning that tool 
since that would put us at a disadvantage in 
achieving our educational goals, as well as 
a competitive disadvantage with our peers,” 
Zansitis said.

Still, Munoz said he believes a complete over-
ruling of Grutter would not signal a sea-change.

“It would change, but it would change 
modestly,” Munoz said.

However, it would be a change, and one 
that could affect Rice for better or for worse.

“Of course, what the Supreme Court says 
in Fisher will set the rules for all public and 
private universities,” Zansitis said.

Affirmation: The Future of Admissions
How Fisher v. University of Texas could change the admissions process of Rice University

Dana Verkouteren/courtesy associateD Press



OF MONTREAL
Let’s pretend we’re done with 
finals and head to the Of Mon-
treal concert at Warehouse 
Live on Dec. 3. Take a break 
from studying during dead 
days and listen to the psyche-
delic indie pop band, which 
will take the stage along with 
the French Horn Rebellion 
and the Wild Mocassins at 9 
p.m. Tickets start at $18.

Warehouse Live
813 Saint Emanuel St.
warehouselive.com

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

DESIGNCRAFT
Shop for Christmas gifts and 
support the local Houston 
art community tomorrow. 
From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., AIGA 
Houston will host the third-
annual DesignCraft market at 
Downtown Houston’s Market 
Square Park. The free one-day 
event will feature art vendors, 
live music and food booths.

Designcraft
301 Milam St. 

houston.aiga.org

BALLET
Substitute your tacky Christmas 
sweater for formal attire  and 
attend the Houston Ballet’s an-
nual Nutcracker  performance 
at the Wortham  Theater Center. 
Since its premiere 25 years ago, 
the Houston Ballet troupe has 
shared the story of Clara and her 
magical nutcracker with over 1 
million people. Tickets start at 
$19, and the 7:30 p.m. shows on 
Dec. 2 and 7 are discounted.

Wortham Theater Center
501 Texas Ave.

houstonballet.org

ART
’Tis the season for creativity. 
With the annual Rice Celebrat-
eART festival  coming in Janu-
ary 2013, the call for art is out, 
and submissions from all stu-
dents are welcome. Attend the 
Saturday Holiday Arts Markets 
in the Heights tomorrow and 
Dec. 8 for artistic inspiration, 
live music and shopping.

Wind Water Gallery
548 W. 19th St.

firstsaturdayartsmarket.com
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Rice Dance Theater communicates angst, whimsy
by Laura Michel
For The Thresher

Rice Dance Theater’s fall 2012 production, 
Louder Than Words, was one of its best shows 
to date and truly a remarkable performance. 
Building on the momentum of its spring 2012 
production, Dancing Between the Lines, the 
show demonstrated that RDT is continuing 
to move in the right direction and is gain-
ing more of a following. In the past, RDT 
had incorporated some modern elements of 
dance and performance that, while innova-
tive, have not always made the show very ap-
proachable to the average attendee. Its latest 
production, however, featured performances 
and music spanning a variety of time periods 
and genres.

The show comprised twelve performances 
from RDT’s 30 company members as well as a 
few other dancers. The pieces were varied and 
distinct, some shorter, some longer, but all mem-
orable in their own right. A few highlights from 
the show included a piece called “With Us,” a 
duet between two sisters, which was a simple 
yet eloquent dance exemplifying innocence 
and purity. Another, “Consequences of Caring,” 
set to Gotye’s megahit “Somebody That I Used 
to Know,” showcased two company members’ 
masterful partner work. The tension and angst in 
the song was perfectly manifested in the chore-
ography, and the dancers’ motions and expres-
sions conveyed the sense of longing and pain 
so famous in the song. Other memorable works 
included the flirtatious “Let Me Think About It,” 
a light, airy piece called “The Dreamers;” and a 

salute to the roaring twenties in “All That Jazz.” 
Perhaps the most relatable dance was “Work-

aholics.” At some point in their academic careers, 
all Rice students have surely felt overwhelmed 
by the sheer volume of coursework. The piece en-
capsulated this experience, showing the dancers 
trudging through the most challenging of weeks, 
intejected with a light, whimsical interlude por-
traying the gaiety of the rare but restful respites.

Among these highlights, the true standout 
performance was “Breaking the Mold,” a fu-
turistic, almost otherworldly performance that 
featured black lights and mysterious all-white 
and ripped costumes that contributed to the 
energetic, enigmatic vibe. The program noted 
that the dance was “non-traditional,” and this 
certainly held true, but the performance was 
nevertheless enjoyable. The song choice, “Sail” 

by AWOL Nation, was an ultramodern selection 
that suited the performance nicely. By ventur-
ing out of the ordinary and experimenting with 
new lighting and dance techniques, the piece 
succeeded in proving the value of adventure 
and newness.

Overall, the show was well-run and -put-to-
gether. Although the last dance was perhaps not 
as memorable as it could have been, there was 
a certain unity in bringing out all 30 company 
members that left me with a positive impression 
of the show. For all who have yet to venture out 
to the Barbara and David Gibbs Recreation and 
Wellness Center to catch an RDT performance, 
I would highly recommend attending the show 
this coming spring. If this semester’s show was 
any indication, the group will only continue to 
get better and better.

by Cathy Hu
Thresher Staff

Explosions burst when reactive substances 
combine, producing bright lights, loud sounds, 
vibrant colors and blazing heat. Dhamaka, the 
Hindi word for explosion and the name of the 
Rice South Asian Society’s annual fall cultural 
show, was nothing less than an explosion in ev-
ery sense of the term. 

Student performers brought together ele-
ments of South Asia along with Western influ-
ences in a cultural fusion. Under brilliant stage 
lights, through dance-inducing music and in 
vividly colorful attire, Dhamaka brought the 
heat in a high-energy atmosphere for both per-
formers and the audience alike. 

The turnout exceeded expectations. I imag-
ined the event being a small crowd of people 
coming to support their friends in the show, 
but it turned out to be a well-executed and well-
attended event – no free food bribes for miserly 
college students necessary. Over 300 students, 
staff and family members gathered in the Rice 
Memorial Center Grand Hall in anticipation of 
a great show. 

Every group had its own distinct 
appeal, creating within each per-
formance a comprehensive glimpse 

into South Asian culture. Many styles of Indian 
dance were showcased, from the hip-hop/Bol-
lywood storytelling of Buh-Bam to the classical 
Bharatanatyam style of Natyalicious. 

“It was a great showcase of both modern 
and classical aspects of Indian culture,” Martel 
College freshman Tanya Rajan said. 

A range of ages was also represented in 
the performances, from Martel Ka Mirchi, a 
dance team comprised almost solely of Mar-
tel freshmen, to Ghati Dance, consisting of 
seasoned seniors. Sid Richardson senior Raj 
Salhotra, a member of Ghati Dance and a Dha-
maka veteran, looked back on his performance  
with nostalgia.

“It was fun to do it one final time, but sad 
at the same time since it was my last,” he said.

Not every dancer was formally trained in 
Indian dance or even in dance at all, but the 
range of experience kept the show versatile and 
interesting. While Chowl Bhangra, a group that 
practices regularly and competes in competi-
tions, put on nothing less than a spectacular 
show, other dance groups were formed by stu-
dents just for this event.

“It was a rewarding yet time-consuming ex-
perience helping those who had absolutely no 
idea what Bollywood dancing was learn clas-
sical dance moves and gestures,” Martel fresh-
man Sanjana Puri, who choreographed for Ka 
Mirchi, said.

Other acts, such as duet Sur Sangam 
and a cappella group Basmati Beats intro-
duced an even broader range of culture  
through song. 

A crowd favorite, the fashion show, fea-
tured a variety of South Asian clothing from 
a local boutique as student models danced, 
rather than walked, down the runway. 

Dhamaka was like a series of fireworks: 
explosions of color lighting the dark-
ness one performance at a time. Glitter-
ing displays in bright hues of every color 
in the spectrum coupled with diverse 
and synchronistic music and dance 
formed a raw energy that mesmerized 
me from beginning to end. Different 
sights, sounds and styles all culminated to 
one explosive showcase of talent, vivacity  
and culture.

Dhamaka’s explosive performances light up the Grand Hall
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Ty Segall

Dry the River
Dum Dum Girls
Wild Nothing
Woods

Presets, The

Lambchop
Curumin
Chrome Canyon
Sun Airway

Ramona Falls

Icky Blossoms
All Tiny Creatures
Teen Daze
Alice Cohen

Tame Impala

Bat for Lashes
Van She
Cactus Channel
Vijay Iyer Trio

Laurie Spiegel

Guided by Voices
Shabazz Palaces
Allah-Las
Janka Nabay/Bubu Gang

Young Man

Fergus & Geronimo
Wadada Leo Smith
Metric
Erykah Badu

Bonde do Role

Funk Ark
Maus, John
Josephine Foster
JJ Doom

Twins

Shallow Bed
End of Daze
Nocturne
Bend Beyond

Pacifica

Mr. M
Arrocha!
Elemental Themes
Soft Fall

Prophet

S/T
Harbors
Inner Mansions
Pink Keys

Lonerism

The Haunted Man
Idea of Happiness
Haptics
Accelerado

The Expanding Universe

Class Clown Spots a UFO
Black Up
Tell Me b/w Sacred Sands
En Yay Sah

Volume 1

Funky was the State of Affairs
Ten Freedom Summers
Synthetica
New Amerykah pt. 2

Tropical Bacanal

High Noon
A Collection of Rarities
Blood Rushing
Keys to the Kuff

Drag City

RCA Records
Sub Pop
Captured Tracks
Woodsist

Modular

Merge
Urban Jungle
Stones Throw
Dead Oceans

Barsuk

Saddle Creek
Hometapes
Lefse Records
Crinoline

Modular

Capitol
Modular
Hope Street Recordings
Act

Unseen Worlds

Guided by Voices Inc.
Sub Pop
Innovative Leisure
Luka Bop

Frenchkiss

Hardly Art
Cuneiform
Metric Music Intl.
Universal Motown

Mad Decent

ESL Music
Ribbon Music
Fire Records
Lex

ARTIST ALBUM LABEL

KTRU TOP 35 PLAYLIST

by Ellen Trinklein
Thresher Staff

In the past month, students may have 
heard talk of an art panel, a new thrift store 
in the Rice University Memorial Center, or 
even a fabled “zine.” Hipsters may not be 
infiltrating Rice, but Art Lab is. 

Martel College junior and economics ma-
jor Melissa Teng and Wiess College junior 
and architecture major Austin Jarvis have 
just launched a new club, Art Lab, with the 
hope of becoming a resource for Rice’s bud-
ding art community. 

The idea first came about as a response to 
the success of 2012’s CelebrateART festival, 
an event which featured student creativity 
of all kinds.

“Essentially, what we realized after Cel-
ebrateART was that there is a lot of unmet 
[artistic] potential at Rice, that there is a 
ton of talent and interest on campus for the 
arts,” Teng said. 

After maintaining contact over the summer 
and working out how they could help expand 
the arts at Rice, the duo received an Envision 
Grant for an art residency program, according 
to Teng, but since then, plans have changed. 

“We realized that even if we created an 
art residency program, it wouldn’t have been 
very well-accepted because campus culture 
isn’t primed for it,” Teng said. “The problem 
is not resources, but the culture surrounding 
creativity and arts [at Rice].”

According to Teng, Art Lab is now focus-
ing on a workshop- and events-heavy model. 
In workshops, students will be able to work 
with locals and other artists and have op-
portunities for hands-on experience. Mean-
while, events will focus on field trips and 
artist talks or panels. 

Part of the purpose of such a structure is 
to bring Rice’s art community together. 

“These are ways to help build the communi-
ty,” Jarvis said. “There’s no other outlet for peo-
ple to find people with these same interests.”

One of the key aspects of Art Lab is its 
availability to Rice students of all majors, not 
just those studying art or art-related fields.

“At our first meeting, we didn’t have any 

art majors, so it was immediately obvious 
that even though art is a school within Rice, 
a lot of people do art in their spare time,” 
Jarvis said. “We think that art can help 
anybody. Research or [engineering] design 
requires creativity, so art can help [science 
and engineering students] with their major. 
Some people don’t always see the direct rela-
tion of their majors to art.”

Although still in its beginning stages, Art 
Lab already has a series of projects in mind, 
according to Jarvis. 

Nov. 18 marked the opening of BALTRA, 
a thrift store in the RMC basement that will 
be the club’s hot spot for fashion along with 
a fashion blog.  

Other projects include a “Zine,” short 
for magazine, which will showcase art, art 
events and lectures in the Houston commu-
nity. Ideas for accessible art and recording 
studio spaces are also in the works. 

In addition to these projects, Art Lab has a 
newly launched website, riceartlab.org, which 
features all the projects the club is working on 
and a link to subscribe to the Listserv, which 
will send out regular email updates.

Students interested in joining should get 
on the Listserv and start attending meetings. 

“That’s where spontaneous things hap-
pen,” Jarvis said. 

Both Teng and Jarvis emphasize that Art 
Lab is a resource to help everyone explore 
their creativity.

“We’re trying to broaden the idea that art is 
not just drawing and to promote more creative 
experimentation on campus,” Teng said. 

Currently, Art Lab is calling for art sub-
missions for its second CelebrateART festi-
val in January. The submissions may come 
from students of any major and in media 
ranging from fashion to photography, music 
to performance art.

“Art is not the kind of thing you have to 
compromise for your studies,” Jarvis said. 
“Art doesn’t mean creating masterpieces or 
going to museums every day. We want to 
make the act of creativity accessible for stu-
dents, dissolve the boundaries around art 
and help people realize that you can blend 
art with chemistry or nanotechnology.”

Art Lab fosters creativity with art 
talks, projects and a thrift shop

Students rummage through clothes in BALTRA, Art Lab’s thrift shop in the RMC basement.

Art Lab members Luis de las Cuevas and Ian Kretz price second-hand clothes for BALTRA. 

victoria laxalt /thresher

victoria laxalt /thresher
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the Calendar
Nov. 30 – DEC. 4, 2012

friDay 30

SaturDay 1

moNDay 3

FA LA LA LA LA
What: The Rice Philharmonics’ “Phils 
Before Phinals”
Where: Rice Memorial Center Chapel
When: 8-9 p.m.
If the end of classes has you happy 
enough to burst out in song but you lack 
the, ahem, talents of those more vocal-
ly skilled, then fear not. This evening 
Rice’s premiere co-ed a capella group 
will do the celebratory singing for you. 
Not only will you be able to kick back 
and relax to the Phils’ soothing vocal 
stylings on Phils “phavorites” like Ellie 
Goulding’s “Lights” and Toto’s “Africa,” 
but the Phils will be adding a few holi-
day ditties and two brand spankin’ new 
songs to their repertoire. This event is 
free and open to the Rice community.

Paper Riot (8)
What: 3D Printmaking Studio Show
Where: Visual Arts Gallery at Rice Me-
dia Center
When: Nov. 29 - Jan. 15
This is the first week of the “Paper Riot 
(8)” exhibition. All of the work in this 
exhibit was produced by Rice students 
from the fall 2012 class of ARTS 322. 
Head out and support your classmates, 
and you’ll be doing yourself a favor too; 
after all, studies have shown that look-
ing at artwork for an hour or more can 
stimulate brain activity and increase 
memory. This event is free and open to 
the public.

Art Lab Holiday Study Break
What: Art Lab Holiday Study Break
Where: The Ley Student Center’s Brown 
Garden (across from Coffeehouse)
When: 8-11 p.m.

On this penultimate night of “dead 
days” you may feel that the free-spirited, 
creative half of you brain has atrophied 
due to your overworking the stern, se-
rious, scholastic half — Art Lab wants 
to help you fix that. Flex your creative 
muscles with some cookie decorating 
and shirt spray-painting, and soothe 
your soul with heaping helpings of hot 
chocolate and a screening of Home 
Alone. Give a little love back to Art Lab 
by donating some of your unwanted 
clothes to Goodwill and BALTRA, Art 
Lab’s own thrift store. This event is free 
and open to the Rice community. For 
more information, visit facebook.com/
events/447555255281043.

The end as we know it
What: McMurtry College’s “2012: Party 
Like There’s No Tomorrow”
Where: McMurtry College Commons
When: 10 p.m. - 2 a.m.

Each year, McMurtry holds the distinc-
tion of hosting the final public party of 

tuESDay 4
But is anything actually better 
than wine?

What: Tallis Scholars’ “Love is Better 
than Wine”
Where: Shepherd School’s Stude Con-
cert Hall
When: 7:30 p.m.

This evening, the Shepherd School of 
Music, in conjunction with the Houston 
Friends of Chamber Music, presents a 
performance by the group the New York 
Times has heralded as “the rock stars of 
Renaissance Music,” the Tallis Schol-
ars. The Tallis Scholars were founded 
in England in 1937 and have since be-
come the most important vocal group in 
Renaissance music. This evening, they 
will perform selections from Vivanco 
and Praetorius, Lassus, Arvo Part and 
H. Praetorius. Tickets start at $20, and 
seats must be reserved in advance. Call 
713-348-5400 for tickets.

Ice Ice Baby
What: “Cheap Skate Night”
Where: Discovery Green’s Ice Rink
When: 4-10 p.m.

Chances are, you’ve spent your “dead 
days” in a sedentary state, maddening 
yourself with study sheets, flashcards 
and an overabundance of odd Pandora 

Just had sex in the 
TV room. Winning 

bitches.

“Do you remember Frieza 
from Dragonball Z? I totally 
thought he was a girl, and I 

got a boner from it.”
-ARB

“It all depends on 
the best position to 

optimally score.”
-Danny Graves

“Red is just a 
toasted yellow ... 

stoptional!”
-Kamille Perry WRC

I heard a gunshot outside 
my apartment and then my 

roommate started freakin’ out. 
“Relax buddy, if you heard the 
shot and didn’t feel pain, then 

it wasn’t meant for you.”

“I’d like Shamoo 
to deliver my baby.”

Looking for an 
easy D III A+?
Try CAAM 335

“Yes means anal”
-Molly Cougill

Why does The 
Hoot only stock 

politically contro-
versial food?

“The imaginary part is 
real. It’s like how a big 
bird is still small and a 

small elephant is 
still large.”

-Professor Lukic

“All I do is win.”
-Hersh Agarwal

“The only purpose of 
Chick-Fil-A sandwhiches 
is to get the sauce into 

your mouth faster.”
-Zach Scott

Lana Del Rey is in 
my MATH 101 class.

“Where do I look? 
There are nipple 

piercings all around 
me!”

Making a gingerbread 
strip club. That’s how 
Free People sex it up. 

#FreePeopleClub

My first kiss was 
at NOD.

“Math is hard”
“Yeah, math is pretty hard.”

“I dunno, I’m pretty good 
at math.”

-Three high guys at the Hoot

“In the end you’re 
just a fucking owl.” 

-TJ

“What’s the time 
when Rice students put 
whipped cream on their 

balls?”
-Runner on the inner loop

“I didn’t even know 
what a dick was!”

-WRC

“It’s fucking 50 
degrees outside! 

Good weather for a 
Speedo.”

(Grave robbing) + 
(chunks of dead prosti-

tutes) = (my sex life)
-Cards against humanity

“Wiess is really, really 
rich.  One can say ‘well-

endowed.’”
-Wiess Cabinet

“Dude, what are you 
doing for Thanksgiving?” 

“Going on a vision 
quest.”

“Oh. Me too.”

xmisclass advent calendar see Backpage, page 16

stations intended to motivate your aca-
demic battle. Today would be a perfect 
time to balance your beleaguered mind 
and body with a bracing study break, 
on the rocks. Discovery Green, in con-
junction with MegaBus.com, presents 
“Cheap Skate Night” tonight. It will only 
set you back $5 to skate to your heart’s 
content. For more information, visit dis-
coverygreen.com.

the year. This year, it may also hold the 
distinction of hosting the final public 
party ever (that is, if the infamous Mayan 
2012 apocalypse prophecy holds true), 
so it is time to follow McMurtry’s lead 
and “Party Like There’s No Tomorrow.” 
Head out to McMurtry tonight to dance 
until the world ends — those brave 
enough to head out will be rewarded 
with pizza, snacks, drinks for those of 
age and a special midnight surprise.
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CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

C a s h ,  c h e c k  o r  c r e d i t  c a r d  p ay m e n t  m u s t  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t ,  wh i ch  m u s t  b e  re ce ive d  b y  1 2  p. m .  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu
WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and Energetic 
teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate is $20 to $32 per 
hour.  Flexible schedules.  We provide all training, 
all training is paid, and we pay for travel.  Email 
your resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum hir-
ing tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/High School 
Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Humanities. Reli-
able transportation required. Pay $20-40/hr based 
on experience. Contact  832-428-8330  and email 
resume to siyengar777@gmail.com

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING SQUARED, a private 
tutorial service, needs part-time tutors in Math-
ematics, Biology, Chemistry, Phsyics, Spanish, 
English, Economics, and Finance. Flexible hours. 
EXCELLENT PAY. No house calls. Office located 
close to campus. 713-528-7085

Afternoon Nanny Wanted.  Rice alum seeks 
upbeat female to care for children, 5 and 9.  WU 
home. Car provided for school pick up.  M-F 2:45-
6:15 $12/hr. 713-653-7810 or eharris@susmangod-
frey.com.

Personal Trainer wanted for high school fresh-
man male.  $25 per hour.  2 to 3 hours a week.  West 
university area.  Equipment needed

PERSONAL ASSISTANCE NEEDED:  We are 
looking for an Office Assistant. Duties in-
clude greeting clients, answering phones, 
and routing mail, data entry and retrieve, 
scheduling and calender maintenance,Ideal 
candidates will have proven customer service 
skills in an administrative setting and experi-
ence with Microsoft Office applications email 
resumes to anthonyadams0012@gmail.com 
IF INTERESTED.

“Family Assistant Needed for active Bellaire 
family with 2 children (boy-11 & girl-7). Help 
with children, errands and home organization.  
Requirements: enjoy children, have transporta-
tion and be punctual.  4-5 hours/day, M-F, start-
ing at 3PM.  $12/hour.  Contact Jason: 713-574-
5750 x.2.”

Varsity Tutors has many students seeking smart 
tutors for math, science, languages, all other sub-
jects and test prep. Competitive pay and make 
your own schedule. Only online applications will 
be considered.  Please apply at: http://www.varsi-
tytutors.com/houston-tutoring-jobs.

Rice alums seeking BEER GOLF CADDIES!!!  
Will pay $20/hr for your services on the after-
noon of Dec 1.  For details, email Greg at ghol-
loran@hotmail.com.

Looking for AP Physics tutor for senior high-
school student once or twice weekly.  Student 
can drive to meet tutor.  Will pay hourly rate.  
Please call Robin at 832-661-5191 or 713-795-
3581.

The Backpage is satire written by Alex Weimheimer and Anthony Lauriello. For comments and concerns please email ajw3@rice.edu

Welcome to the Backpage’s X-misclass Advent Calendar. To use the calendar, simply staple the Thresher shut (its not like there 
is anything worth reading in there anyway) and cut out a box on the Backpage for each day leading up to Christmas and enjoy some 
wholesome holiday cheer from your classmates. Happy Holidays and see you next year!    
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