
by Andrew Ta
Assistant News Editor

In response to the number of 
alcohol-related Rice Emergency 
Medical Services transports during 
Wiess College’s Night of Decadence 
party, Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson said he would convene 
the Alcohol Policy Advisory Commit-
tee to recommend potential changes.

According to the Rice University 
Alcoholic Beverage Policy, the policy 
will be reviewed regularly.

“Whenever necessary, the Dean 
of Undergraduates may convene an 
Alcohol Policy Advisory Committee 
(APAC) to provide input on imple-
mentation of this policy and poten-
tial revisions to it,” the policy states.

According to Hutchinson, the 
APAC will be composed of represen-
tatives from each of the colleges, the 
Student Association and the Uni-
versity Court, and will also include 
Associate Deans of Undergraduates 
Matthew Taylor and Don Ostdiek. 
Hutchinson said he would remain off 
the committee but that he will have 
the final say in any decisions.

On Oct. 27 at NOD, nine of the 
10 students transported for alcohol-

related reasons during the party were 
underage, according to a report re-
ceived by the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission, TABC spokesperson 
Lt. Tana Travis told ABC News. 

After the NOD incident, 
Hutchinson spoke with other mem-
bers of the administration, college 
presidents, college masters and stu-
dents, he said.

“The biggest area of concern was 
a lack of understanding and lack of 
knowledge about the alcohol policy,” 
Hutchinson said. “People [I met with] 
thought [the policy] was too difficult 
to enforce.”

The policy, written 25 years ago, 
was deliberately nonspecific so stu-
dents could say they knew the ex-
pectations and would abide by them, 
according to Hutchinson.

“That said, there are many stu-
dents this year who aren’t aware of 
the expectations and responsibili-
ties,” Hutchinson said. “We’re look-
ing for whatever approach will most 
effectively keep students safe while 
also encouraging responsibility.”

According to Hutchinson, the 
APAC will deliver its report in Febru-
ary when student leaders’ terms end.

by Andrew Ta
Assistant News Editor

The Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission launched an investigation into 
the source of the alcohol served at Wi-
ess College’s Night of Decadence party, 
according to TABC Director of Commu-
nications and Governmental Relations 
Carolyn Beck.

“Whenever there is an alcohol-re-
lated incident that results in serious in-
jury or fatality, we conduct a source in-
vestigation,” Beck said. “We’re looking 
to see if alcohol was provided illegally 
by a TABC-licensed server to a minor. If 
it wasn’t whoever provided alcohol at 
[NOD], who was it?”

The TABC is currently looking into 
the vendor registered for the event but 
may look into other sources of alcohol 
close to Rice, according to Beck.

Willy’s Pub and Valhalla, as TABC-
licensed locations, are subject to regu-
lar investigation, Beck said.

“I actually don’t know [whether 
Pub and Valhalla are being investi-
gated currently],” Beck said. “But it’s 
part of investigators’ jobs. It’s com-
pletely normal.”

Beck said investigators are in plain 
clothes while doing their job.

“There is no uniform for TABC in-
vestigators,” Beck said.

According to Beck, the length of 
an investigation is unpredictable, and 
details will be withheld because the 
investigation is ongoing.

Once the investigation concludes, 
if alcohol was served either to a minor 
or an intoxicated person by a vendor, 
jail time or a fine might be the penalty, 
according to Beck. She said that for in-
dividuals unaffiliated with an organi-
zation, such punishments are still pos-
sible, but only for serving to a minor.

According to Beck, the TABC was not 
looking into Rice or its alcohol policy.

AGENDA OF COMMITTEE

Examine and make specific recommendations on:
1. The limitations on the types and amounts of alcoholic bever-

ages that can be in a student’s room at any one time.
2. The specifications for the number of people who can attend a 

gathering and have it still be considered private.
3. The specifications on what spaces are considered private.
4. The specifications on the responsibilities of students who 

plan to host private gatherings in their private spaces.
5. How to enforce the result of each of the above agenda items.
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FOUR MORE YEARS
“I believe we can seize this           

 future together because we are not 
as divided as our politics suggests. 
We’re not as cynical as the pundits 

believe. We are greater than the 
sum of our individual ambitions, 

and we remain more than a collec-
tion of red states and blue states. 

We are and forever will be the 
          United States of America.

”
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Minor alterations 
necessary for Rice 

alcohol policy
In light of the 10 alcohol-related Night 

of Decadence transports, the Thresher be-
lieves important changes need to occur 
to build a smarter, healthier and happier  
alcohol culture.

Primarily, students need to take personal 
responsibility for their drinking habits and 
the physical consequences associated with 
unreasonable drinking. At this point, the al-
cohol policy is as lenient as it will ever be; the 
administration’s options in changing it are 
either making the penalties harsher or en-
forcement stricter. However, the real change 
needs to come from the student body, in 
knowing personal limitations and mak-
ing smart choices. The administration and 
the student body need to focus on making 
policies that limit students drinking alone, 
drinking quickly and drinking hard liquor. 
Rice’s drinking traditions are social, and 
they are based on wine and beer – the event 
is called Beer Bike, not Vodka Bike – and stu-
dents need to steer drinking habits back in  
that direction.

Despite recent events, however, Rice 
needs to step back and consider the ben-
efits of its alcohol policy. It keeps students 
on campus, and it discourages drinking 
and driving – which is definitively a much 
bigger risk than alcohol poisoning. In com-
parison with peer institutions, Rice is doing 
well; while Emergency Medical Services 
transports look bad, the residential college 
system does not have the negative cultural 
impact that frat culture has. Rice students 
have an outlet to let off steam responsibly, 
and students need to use the outlet in a 
healthy way.

In terms of altering policy, change must 
come from the bottom up. In addition to 
the increased discussions about alcohol 
responsibility during Orientation Week, the 
university should instate caregiver train-
ing for all incoming freshmen. Training 
takes place in a single one-hour session 
and makes students even more aware of 
alcohol’s effects so they can be prepared to 
help friends who need it. This would also 
ensure students are aware of and active 
in the culture of care from the beginning 
and that they would be ready to respond 
to their friends before drinking got out  
of control.

Another small change might be hav-
ing low-key college sponsored events that 
include alcohol for those of age. Serving 
alcohol at events like associates’ night or 
cultural events encourages mature drink-
ing habits for students who are legally 
able to, and it allows younger students 

to witness responsible consumption. Se-
niors have fancier events like Senior Toast 
and alcohol-tasting study breaks but these 
are generally exclusive. It is important 
to teach students who may not have had 
experience with alcohol that there is a 
calm, sophisticated way to drink without  
going overboard.

In addition to these college-level chang-
es, the administration should consider in-
creasing the costs and penalties of a second 
public intoxication infraction. While first 
violations should offer a learning experi-
ence, students need to understand that 
these actions are legal offenses and need to 
be respected.

One of the biggest issues that leads to 
Rice’s problems with drinking abuse is that 
minors have ample access to hard alcohol. 
Last year, the probation still allowed stu-
dents over 21 to possess and drink liquor, 
but it increased the penalties for supply-
ing it to younger students to drink on their 
own. A similar system instituted on campus 
would increase the amount of beer and 
wine on campus and lessen the amount of 
hard liquor that underage students drink. 
A majority of the incidents of alcohol abuse 
occur among underage students (includ-
ing the nine of 10 students hospitalized 
after NOD for alcohol poisoning), and an 
emphasis on drinking only beer and wine 
would allow students under 21 to ease 
into the alcohol culture and encourage  
sensible drinking. 

Penalties should be increased for stu-
dents caught purchasing liquor for under-
age students, and there needs to be an ap-
propriate response to this serious offense. 
Upperclassmen also need to use hard liquor 
responsibly and set an example when they 
do drink with younger students. The one 
comprehensive solution to drinking prob-
lems at Rice would be upperclassmen who 
feel a duty to help underclassmen have fun, 
but in a responsible manner.

Currently, the drinking culture relies 
heavily on shots and hard liquor, but less-
ening the amount of hard liquor in the 
hands of underage students would bring 
back Rice’s tradition of moderate drinking 
in laid-back social environments. Nonethe-
less, as we spend the next several months 
reevaluating our drinking culture at Rice, 
we need to be sure recent events do not ob-
scure the fact that we have a fundamentally 
sound party environment at Rice. It is one 
that is inclusive, provides for the safety of 
our students and contributes to student life 
at Rice. Certainly, we should readjust and 
continuously improve the system to make 
it progressively better, but drastic action is 
simply not necessary.

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.
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Online comment of the week
In response to “Controversy surrounds 11 NOD 
transports” (Nov. 2 2012)

The primary blame here lies with the 10 stu-
dents who drank to excess. They have definite 
potential to ruin everyone else’s fun if the alco-
hol policy is adversely affected because of them. 
They remind me somewhat of the students who 
were transported to the hospital during the 
infamous Lacrosse team debacle of about six  
years ago.

Blame, if you want to call it that, also lies 
with Rice Emergency Medical Services for calling 
so many unnecessary transports. I don’t have a 
problem with them transporting people in our 
own hired ambulances, but distracting Houston 
Fire Department ambulances from their duties is 
a bit over the top. The fact that all 10 students 
were back on campus the next morning is telling. 
I’d bet you money that none were really treated 
in the hospital ERs. At most, perhaps a bolus of 
IV saline and a blanket. I guarantee you they up-
set a lot of nurses that night who would have pre-
ferred to be taking care of other patients.

It is definitely true that REMS sends a lot of 
unnecessary transports, at least when it comes 
to alcohol-related problems. I worked for REMS 
back about seven years ago (and absolutely hat-
ed it, but that’s another story), and it was true 
then as well. Part of this is because the student 
EMTs don’t have any real medical experience 
and therefore exercise an abundance of caution. 
(Although I will note that no one has died on 
campus of alcohol poisoning recently, so kudos  
for that).

REMS needs to work out some deal in which 
it can transport patients itself to the emergency 
room, perhaps in its SUV. I think it is worth re-
membering that all of the ERs in the Texas Medi-
cal Center are within walking distance of Rice – 
five to 10 minutes at most. Transporting someone 
in the SUV would take only two or three minutes. 
Clearly, waiting for (and expending the resources 
on) an HFD ambulance is not a useful use of the 
city’s resources.

P.S. – 10 transports means it must have been 
a hell of a party!

Anonymous
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Eleven students were hospitalized at this 
year’s Night of Decadence. That is the story 
spreading across the country – and even in-
ternationally. But it is only a small part of the 
story, and it is perhaps the least important 
part. I could write a diatribe about the me-
dia’s general failure to provide the necessary 
context for stories and how that failure repre-
sents the prioritization of selling sensational 
headlines over maintaining journalistic in-
tegrity, but that, too, is only a small part of 
the story, and it is relatively unimportant. 
Instead, I will focus on what is truly impor-
tant here: What this says about the drinking 
culture on the Rice University campus and 
where we, as a community, need to focus the 
discussion on how to move forward.

The headlines drawing attention to the 11 
students hospitalized following NOD focus 
on the wrong aspect of the situation which 
led to the hospitalizations. That they were 
hospitalized is a good thing; that they were 
drinking irresponsibly is the real problem. 
On the surface, this may seem like an issue 
of semantics, but looking deeper, the dis-
tinction is far from trivial. It is a distinction 
between a problematic behavior and a com-
mendable response, between something to 
be discouraged and something to be encour-
aged, and between a culture of irresponsibil-
ity and a culture of care.

Focusing on the number of students hos-
pitalized is dangerous both to the health of 
individual students and to the progress we 
have made as a community to establish a cul-
ture of care and to handle issues with alcohol 
safely and responsibly. By using the number 
of students hospitalized as a measure of a 
party’s success, we undermine the work we 
have done to spread the message of Rice 
Emergency Medical Services amnesty – we 
discourage students from seeking medical 
treatment for themselves and their friends. 
That students are seeking medical treatment 
is commendable. But when we frame the con-
versation in terms of the number of students 
hospitalized, we send the opposite message.

We should view the REMS transports that 
occurred at NOD as a positive thing. They 
demonstrate that the culture of care is work-
ing, that members of our community are ac-
tively looking out for each other, and that 
Rice students are seeking help when they or 
their friends need it. Without this culture, 
these students may well have suffered from 
more serious illness or even death. I think 
we can all agree that 11 transports are better 
than one death. While some may question 
whether these students truly needed to be 
hospitalized, being overly cautious is better 
than not being cautious enough.

The important aspect of these events is 
that the students involved got to the point 
where REMS needed to be called in the first 
place. It is in irresponsible behavior with 
regard to alcohol that the problem lies, not 
in our response to that behavior. While irre-
sponsible drinking is to some extent inevi-
table given that this is a college campus, we 
should not simply accept the argument that 
“This is just what college students do,” and 
move on. We are better than that. While ir-
responsible drinking is to some extent an 
individual decision, it is also a decision in-
fluenced by the drinking culture on campus. 
We are influenced by those around us in  
many ways. 

If irresponsible drinking is socially unac-
ceptable, it is less likely to occur. But right 
now, some students are pregaming the pre-
game and collapsing at the public party – or 
before they even make it there.

It is unlikely that we can completely elim-
inate irresponsible drinking, but by extend-
ing our culture of care to be as preventive 
as it is reactive, we can make an impact. We 
need to make a concerted effort as a com-
munity to create an environment in which 
people are less likely to get so intoxicated 
we need to call REMS or hand them off to 
caregivers. Rather than just cleaning up the 

mess – both literally and figuratively – after 
students pregame the pregame and get sick, 
we need to ask ourselves how we can dis-
courage students from doing so in the first 
place. Rather than just accepting the fact 
that some students will drink so much at the 
pregame they won’t make it to the public par-
ty, we need to ask ourselves what we can do  
about it.

Part of the solution lies in better control 
over the alcohol at private parties. Enforc-
ing the drinking age is not the only reason 
students cannot serve themselves at a pub-
lic party, at Willy’s Pub or at a bar. Servers 
and bartenders are expected to turn away not 
only those who are not of age, but also those 
who are too intoxicated. Designating some-
one to serve the alcohol – even at a private 
party – is an important step toward helping 
students drink responsibly. I am not recom-
mending that private parties have Student 
Judicial Programs-certified servers; the solu-
tion need not be so formal. A small group of 
friends having a few drinks need not set up 
a bar, but they should consider designating 
someone to be responsible for pouring the 
drinks and cutting people off when they have 
had enough. 

At a larger private party, the host should 
set up a bar area and staff it with a server, 
thus removing the decision of whether to 
consume more alcohol from those whose 
judgment is impaired and who are therefore 
least capable of making that decision. Con-
cerns have been raised about the ineffective-
ness of freshmen filling this role for service 
points – concerns with which I wholeheart-
edly agree. A server at a private party should 
be either the host, who already has a vested 
interest in the party staying under control, or 
an upperclassman.

This is just one possible step we can 
take toward a solution. Surely the solution 
will need to involve more than just this one 
change – and this change is merely a sug-
gestion. While I believe this suggestion is an 
important component of a working solution, 
the possible solutions are numerous and 
varied, and surely some excellent, compre-
hensive solutions exist that solve the issues 
at private parties a different way. As a cam-
pus community, we must work to generate 
ideas that can be implemented in the short 
term and have both an immediate and last-
ing effect. We must all participate in a dis-
cussion as to what steps we can take both as 
individuals and as a community to improve 
the alcohol culture on campus and solve our 
problems in a way that is consistent with 
Rice’s residential college system and ideals 
of student governance.

The bottom line is that we need to be 
looking out for our friends and fellow stu-
dents not only to make sure they get help 
when they need it, but also to make sure they 
do not need it in the first place. The question 
after an event involving alcohol should not 
be how many students went to the hospital, 
but how many students needed to go. And 
the discussion our campus community must 
now have is how we can reduce that number 
– how we can drink more responsibly, not 
just as individuals, but as a community. In-
stead of just saying we are better than the im-
age presented in the media and better than 
other schools, we need to prove it. We need 
to generate solutions and implement them. 
This is a challenging time for Rice in many 
ways. Let us step up and show each other, 
the administration and the broader commu-
nity that we can meet that challenge.

    
                Brian Baran is a  

Duncan College sophomore.

It is time for students to accept 
slight changes in the alcohol policy

After NOD, focus should not be on 
REMS, but on irresponsible drinking

Brian Baran

Focusing on the number 
of students hospitalized is 
dangerous both to the health 
of individual students and to 
the progress we have made 
as a community to estab-
lish a culture of care and to 
handle issues with alcohol 
safely and responsibly.

How much freedom do we deserve? This 
may seem like a facile question, but it is the 
simple question that dominates many of the 
debates we have been hearing for the last 
week. The majority of Americans feel that 
rich Americans should have a little less free-
dom when it comes to their money so they can 
help pay for the services that helped them ac-
crue their wealth. Many of them cited this – 
in other terms of course – as the main reason 
they re-elected President Barack Obama. This 
is not to say that conservatives always want 
more freedom – the citizens of Colorado and 
Washington feel they deserve the freedom to 
smoke marijuana, whereas those of Arkansas 
do not.

It also has to do with the debates within 
the hedges about the alcohol policy. The nu-
merous transports at Night of Decadence 
have once again brought students’ drinking 
to the spotlight, and this time, the Houston 
Chronicle and other local media outlets are 
paying attention. For many in the Houston 
community, Rice’s sterling reputation for aca-
demics now has a small but not insignificant 
blemish. When you proudly say you attended 
Rice at a job interview, will potential employ-
ers assume you spent a sizable portion of that 
time throwing up from alcohol poisoning? 
Furthermore, what if you are one of those un-
lucky students who got caught breaking the 
law, as opposed to the unnoticed majority? 
Do you think others should be able to make 
this mistake? If you could go back, would 
you still want the ability to make the mis-
take? I ask you again: How much freedom do  
we deserve?

If you are like me, you tend to believe the 
answer should side with more freedom rather 
than less. You are willing to accept a little bit 
more risk for the benefit of a more dynamic 
and liberated society. Furthermore, you dis-
trust many forms of paternalism. Those who 
make the laws, or the majorities who elect 
them, are not necessarily better at making 
choices for you. When possible, we should al-
low the individual to make the choice.

However, this is not always possible. One 
often-cited case for this is in times of war. 
When the security of our nation is at stake, 
we must sacrifice a few of our liberties to 
save them in a long run. President Abraham 
Lincoln suspended habeas corpus during the 
Civil War, and those who revealed sensitive 
information about military operations were 
and still are prosecuted.

It is hyperbolic to say the recent contro-
versy about drinking is akin to a war, but it 
is true that the very culture and ideals of 
Rice are under threat. If our overconsump-
tion continues to attract outside attention, 
the administration will have no choice but 
to end our wet campus policy. If someone 
gets very sick or dies from alcohol, we will 
not just have an incredible personal trag-
edy, but also the end of Beer Bike and NOD. 
How can the administration promote events 
if there is a chance students will die? That 
is not just immoral, but also grounds for a  
negligence lawsuit.

This, of course, would be an incredible 
shame. If alcohol were banned, more students 
would live off campus, there would be more 
students driving while intoxicated and we 
simply would not have the campus culture we 
love. As Backpage editor, I feel it is one of my 
duties to defend these inclusive and fun tradi-
tions. That is why I signed on to this week’s 
staff editorial advocating a reinstatement of a 
modified liquor ban where underage students 
cannot consume hard liquor and students of 
age will get penalized for providing hard li-
quor to students underage.  This is certainly 
not going to truly ruin anyone’s good time. 
Rice’s drinking traditions were founded when 
everyone at college was of age and everyone 
drank beer and wine socially. The idea of 
chugging liquor is entirely modern.

However, I support a modified liquor ban 
with a heavy heart. I have spent much of 
my time at this university arguing for per-
sonal liberty and responsibility, but we have 
reached the point where the paternalism of 
our administration is needed. Let us not hide 
behind illusions of self-government like we 
did durying the alcohol probation. This is not 
the colleges and the Student Association cre-
ating a solution; it is the administration step-
ping in because we cannot manage ourselves.

How much freedom do we deserve? Evi-
dently, less than we have now, and for that, 
we should all be ashamed. 

   
                Anthony Lauriello is a backpage editor 

and a Wiess College senior.

Anthony Lauriello



the Rice Thresher Friday, November 9, 2012NEWS4

by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

The Rice Thresher:  What was the most chal-
lenging part about the long process of building 
and developing the rover to put it on Mars?

Ravi Prakash: It seems like millions of things 
have to go right for us to land on Mars. And we 
can’t overlook any one part, thinking that that 
will go fine, because that’ll be the thing that 
kills us. For us, we developed a new radar for 
this mission ... [It] gave us a lot of problems. 

Bobak Ferdowsi: For me, it was the whole test-
ing program ... trying to understand what we 
can, within time and resources, actually test, 
and what doesn’t merit testing. We had a large 
team, [but] we left some stones unturned in the 
testing program. We put the letters JPL on the 
wheels in Morse code, as a way of just check-
ing each time you’ve turned the wheel, how far 
it’s actually traveled. That might have been the 
most fun.

RT: Was the JPL code the easiest part for you 
as well?

RP: Everything we had to pay attention to – 
there was no part that we could just say, “Oh, 
that’ll work.” So I don’t think there was an easi-
est part.

BF: You didn’t think voting on my hair was the 
easiest part maybe?

RP: We sent out this poll prior to landing that 
said, “Should we wear team shirts? What color 
should [they] be?” and someone added, “What 
color should Bobak’s hair be?” And the choic-
es, I think, were red for Mars, gold because the 
mission control was labeled the “gold mission 
control,” or red, white and blue. We voted red, 
white and blue, and no one knew what Bobak 
was going to do until landing day.

RT: At lunch earlier today, the role of politics 
in space exploration came up. Some people in 
politics argue that problems here on Earth need 
to be focused on first. What is your response to 
these arguments?

BF: That’s certainly not the question for us to 
answer. I will say that I think there are a lot of 
positive aspects to what we do at NASA.

RP: I would say that NASA does help ... everyone 
across the world. We have now more satellites 
orbiting earth than [if you] add up everything 
else in the solar system. So we know our Earth 
much better than we would have without NASA. 
To put it in perspective, a week [of war] in Iraq 
is about the cost of the Curiosity mission. So if 
you’re pushing on NASA, I think you’re pushing 
on the wrong place.

BF: Sometimes, it’s the challenges that we 
aren’t aware of that result in some of our 
greatest accomplishments. I think it’s really 
important to put in perspective how many of 
the things that were, at one point, a NASA 

challenge, but ended up microcomputing 
fuel cells. All these different things … will 
potentially ultimately result in technologies 
that we just use in our everyday lives.

RT: Were you as nervous about the launch in 
general as you were about the landing?

RP: Definitely the most nervous I’ve been on this 
mission is landing. That’s where we know Mars 
has killed us before. The launch vehicle, it’s ... 
in someone else’s hand. But [with] landing Bo-
bak and I understood the things that could go 
wrong. There’s so many things that have to go 
right. Our parachute has to deploy faster than 
the speed of sound. Our radar, which gave us a 
lot of problems on Earth, had to work on Mars, 
and this is an atmosphere ... this spacecraft had 
never been in before. 

RT: I understand that today, you all sat in on 
some Rice design and engineering classes. How 
well do you feel that Rice is preparing students 
who want to go into space exploration?

BF: I’m a little jealous. I would say that their ex-
perience in some ways is vastly superior to what 
I think I had in undergrad, [which was a] more 
traditional, textbook approach to engineering. 
The design facility, [the Oshman Engineering 
Design Kitchen] that we saw, was totally incred-
ible. I mean, I worked in a machine shop for 
a little bit when I was an undergrad, and that 
was, … for me, one of the more tangibly excit-
ing experiences. But seeing these guys ... pro-
gram little things and having tasks they could 
actually accomplish by doing it hands-on, I 
think that’s ... hugely valuable. They’re work-
ing in teams, just like [the way] no engineer is 
in isolation, especially when you talk about the 
[kinds] of missions that NASA does – they’re so 
complex that you’re always working in teams. I 
think they may be better prepared when they get 
out of college than I was.

RP: Absolutely. I’m glad I don’t have to compete 
for a job with them. I’ve been to many univer-
sities, and I haven’t seen a hands-on approach 
like Rice University's [OEDK].

RT: Why did you decide to pursue a career in 
space exploration? 

RP: Even though I grew up in NASA’s backyard 
right here, it wasn’t until after my freshman year 
of college that I knew I wanted to do something 
in space. My family took a trip to NASA, and I 
realized that every time I came … I was inspired. 

BF: I always liked science fiction and space ex-
ploration as a kid. It was not a foreign thought 
to me. I think the decisive moment for me was 
Pathfinder in 1997, which was right as I was 
graduating high school. It was that first moment 
in my history where I saw images come back 
from another planet. How crazy is this that we 
are able to do this on another planet? And that 
was, I think, the moment where I really kind of 
said, “This is what I want to be a part of – this 
NASA family and doing these seemingly crazy 
ideas, but [which are] so engaging and so cool.”

by Tina Nazerian
Thresher Staff

Curiosity brought a group of Rice under-
graduates, graduates and professors togeth-
er for lunch in Duncan Hall on Thursday, 
Nov. 1.

Ravi Prakash and Bobak Ferdowsi, two of 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory engineers who 
developed the Mars rover over the course of 
a decade, traveled from California to speak 
about building the rover.

Following a lunch reception, Director of 
the Rice Space Institute Michael Massimino 
moderated a discussion and a question-and-
answer session.

Discussion topics ranged from the differ-
ence between JPL and other NASA centers 
to anything the two wished they could have 
done as undergraduates.

JPL differs from other NASA centers in that 
it is more flexible and university-like, Ferdow-
si said. 

“I think each center has its own culture in 
some ways, and JPL sort of developed this cul-
ture in expertise in robotics … that’s unique, 
you know, within the NASA center,” Ferdowsi 
said. “I don’t think everybody gets the op-
portunity to put stuff on other planets, nec-
essarily. I think it’s a happy medium between 

maybe a more traditional aerospace company 
and feeling like a college campus.”

JPL also tends to have a younger work-
force, Prakash said. 

During the lecture, a piece of a parachute 
tested on a wind tunnel, similar to the para-
chute used during Curiosity’s landing, was 
passed around to the audience.

The actual parachute helped Curiosity 
reach Martian ground safely by reducing its 
extreme speed, Prakash said.

“We had about seven minutes to get to the 
ground safely without causing a big old cra-
ter,” Prakash said. “What this parachute does 
is it takes us from going supersonically … to 
about 100 miles an hour.”

Upcoming projects to Mars include the 
2014 orbiter Mavern, the Insight, a stationary 
lander with seismometer, in 2016 and some 
sort of orbiter and rover combination for 2018 
and 2020. Apart from expeditions to Mars, a 
spacecraft called Juno is currently headed to-
ward Jupiter, and Europa and Titan – moons 
of Jupiter and Saturn, respectively – are being 
considered for future missions.

An emerging trend in space exploration is 
private corporations like Space X, which has 
goals of putting people on Mars in the foresee-
able future.

“Dealing with people’s lives is a very dif-
ferent game than an autonomous vehicle,” 
Ferdowsi said.

As for the more technical aspects of the Cu-
riosity mission, the team operates on Mars time 
– a Martian day is 40 minutes longer than an 
Earth day. The scientists see which locations 
might be more promising, and the data acqui-
sition plan must be ready by 3 p.m. Curiosity 
moves 1.7 inches per second so that it is more 
likely to stay safe on unknown terrain.

Ferdowsi said the experience of working 
on the Mars rover has been enjoyable.

“Even though a decade may seem like a 
long time, it goes by pretty fast, and it’s really 
enjoyable,” Ferdowsi said. “It’s a very satis-
fying experience, and I’m looking forward to 
doing the next one.”

by Saira Weinzimmer
For The Thresher

On Nov. 1, Rice played host to some current 
NASA celebrities: Ravi Prakash and Bobak 
Ferdowsi (known to many as “Mohawk Guy”), 
two Jet Propulsion Laboratory engineers who 
helped guide the Curiosity rover to the surface 
of Mars in August. The lecture was sponsored 
by the Rice Space Institute and was the last in 
the Space Frontiers Lecture Series.

The Mars rover was launched in November 
2011 and is set to explore the surface of Mars 
for at least two years, according to NASA. 

During their lecture, Prakash, a JPL de-
scent and landing engineer, and Ferdowsi, 
the activity lead and flight director of the “Cu-
riosity” mission, gave the audience an over-
view of the Mars mission.

Prakash provided some additional facts 
of interest about the rover: The print of the 
rover’s wheels spells JPL in Morse code, the 
rover was part of the inspiration for the design 
of Pixar’s WALL-E robot, the rover is about the 
size of a car and there is only one signature on 
the rover — Clara Ma, the name of the 13-year-
old girl who chose Curiosity for the rover’s 
moniker.

Ferdowsi said he is as excited about the 
mission now as he was when Curiosity first 
landed.

“I still find these images breathtaking,” 
Ferdowsi said as he showed the audience 
some photographs of Mars’ rocky terrain 
taken by the rover. “The rover’s wheel mark 
[on Mars] reminds me of seeing those first 
footprints on the moon. This is our robotic 
tribute.”

Duncan College freshman Eric Lee, who at-
tended the lecture, also made the connection 
between Curiosity and the Apollo program of 
the 1960s and ’70s.

“At one point, they talked about how the 
Apollo landing inspired a generation,” Lee 
said. “I think Curiosity could be that inspira-
tion for people now. It definitely sparked that 
for me.”

Ferdowsi and Prakash emphasized the 
sheer magnitude of the feat scientists have 
accomplished and explained that the mission 
was an international effort. 

According to Ferdowsi, Spain, Russia, 
France, Canada and the European Space 
Agency all contributed to different compo-
nents of the Curiosity rover. 

Ferdowsi said 3,400 people at the Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory alone contributed to the 
project and he estimates that, overall, 7,000 
people across the world aided the mission in 
some way.

“This is one of those missions you realize 
you’re part of something you could never do 
alone,” Ferdowsi said. “That’s what’s so cool 
about it. It puts it into perspective, how cool 
it is that you get to be a part of such a thing.”

Jones College junior Steven Rich agreed 
with Ferdowsi and said the collaboration on 
such a scale is what he finds most impressive.

“The coordination between so many 
people is amazing,” Rich said. “They said it 
would take one person 5,000 years to make 
the rover by themselves. That’s inspiring.”

Electrical engineering graduate student 
Himanshu Aggrawal, who was on the orga-
nizing committee for the engineers’ visit, at-
tended the lecture and got to meet with the 
engineers in person that morning. He said 
meeting Prakash and Ferdowsi had encour-
aged him in his own studies.

“They are the people who inspire you to 
work for the next five years,” Aggrawal said. 
“You get so motivated. They are the ones who 
fuel you to graduate studies. It gives you the 
motivation for the field.”

Curiosity lands at Rice

NASA engineers Bobak Ferdowsi, also known as “Mo-
hawk guy,” and Ravi Prakash gave Rice students  a few 
inside secrets about the Mars Curiosity rover. 

NASA engineers 
visit classes

Q&A with Ravi Prakash 
and Bobak Ferdowsi

Mars rover engineers 
discuss details of “Curiosity”

JPL engineers host lunch

We had about seven 
minutes to get to the 
ground safely with-
out causing a big old 
crater. 

Ravi Prakash
JPL engineer

courtesy of rice news & media
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by Amanda MacDonald
Thresher Staff

Rice students can now tackle simple bike re-
pairs themselves with the new Dero Fixit station 
located behind the Housing and Dining Office, 
between Hanszen College and Herring Hall. The 
free station includes a variety of necessary tools, 
including wrenches, screwdrivers, hex keys, tire 
levers and a pump, plus a QR code linked to an 
online instruction manual.

H&D Sustainability and Special Projects coor-
dinator Drew Berger (Lovett ’11) said he installed 
the station after learning that in Spring 2012 the 
Rice Endowment for Sustainable Energy Technol-
ogy approved a budget for at least two stations 
but that the project had been sidetracked due to 
conflicts over the proposed locations.

“With this first station, we’re testing for de-
mand among students,” Berger said. “I don’t 
know when or if other stations will be installed. 
We’re still feeling it out.”

Brown College senior Kori Bertun proposed 
the project to RESET after studying abroad in Co-

penhagen, where she was inspired by the city’s 
extensive biking infrastructure. 

“I thought it would be a really cool thing for 
Rice to have,” Bertun said. “[The repair station] 
empowers students to take simple repairs into 
their own hands.”

Berger said the bike station promotes sustain-
ability on campus.

“We save on material costs by having tools 
and equipment that everyone can share,” Berger 
said. “Plus, it encourages students to ride their 
bikes, which doesn’t use any fossil fuels.

Lovett College junior Mariah Riddlesprigger 
said she had not heard about the repair station 
yet but that she would be interested in using it.

“I’d definitely use it,” Riddlesprigger said. “My 
tires are pretty messed up,” 

The student-run Rice Bike Shop located at Sid 
Richardson College is available for more intensive 
bike repairs. Sid Richardson senior Michael Fuad, 
who works at RBS, said he supports the new re-
pair station because it will compensate for the 
shop’s limited hours and promote bicycle safety 
on campus. 

H&D installs bike repair station

by Brooke Bullock
News Editor

Seven Rice faculty members accepted posi-
tions as fellows in the American Mathematical 
Society’s inaugural class. All 1,141 of the 2013 
AMS fellows were announced Nov. 1. 

The number of fellows is expected to rep-
resent approximately five percent of the over 
30,000 members of the society, according to the 
AMS website. 

Members were invited to become a fellow if 
they satisfied one of three other requirements: 
they had given an invited AMS address, had re-
ceived an AMS research prize, or had given an 
invited address at an International Congress of 
Mathematicians or an International Congress of 
Industrial and Applied Mathematicians, accord-
ing to the AMS website. 

The Rice AMS fellows are professors Mi-
chael Wolf and John Hempel, Wiess Career 
Department Chair and professor David Dam-
anik, associate professor Shelly Harvey, pro-
fessor emeritus and research professor John 
Polking, adjunct research professor Michael 
Field, and Edgar Odell Lovett professor Wil-
liam Veech. 

Damanik said the AMS fellows program 
makes up in a way for the lack of prizes and 
awards in the mathematics discipline. 

“In mathematics there are very few awards 
or prizes,” Damanik said. “Mathematicians 
always seem to be inferior on paper because 
of this.”

The AMS fellows program was first proposed 
in 2006, and then again in 2008, but it did not 
receive the two-thirds vote it needed to pass, the 
AMS website states. In January 2012, the pro-

posal passed with 65.3 percent for the program 
when AMS decided only 50 percent of members 
needed to vote in favor of it, according to the 
AMS website.

Wolf said one reason there was a struggle 
to approve the fellows proposal was a concern 
over competitiveness affecting mathematicians’ 
willingness to communicate with one another. 

“There was a very strong egalitarian streak 
in the mathematical field — the idea being that 
all mathematicians should be and are interested 
in talking about mathematics with other math-
ematicians,” Wolf said.

Hempel said some members of the math-
ematics discipline may not see much additional 
recognition in the Fellows.

“Mathematicians tend to be a little bit pur-
ist,” Hempel said. “Some people might regard 
this kind of program as a way of patting yourself 
on the back.”

Wolf said that though seven professors were 
given the honor of being AMS fellows, most of 
the members of the Rice mathematics depart-
ment deserve the award. 

“It’s a very strong department,” Wolf said. 
“The way the AMS arranged the rules — and I 
have no quarrel with the rules — they omitted 
a number of people who were just as deserving 
as I was.” 

Jones College junior and computational and 
applied mathematics major Missy Lucas said 
the recognition would help bring more attention 
to the mathematics department. 

“I think it’s good just to have recognition in 
general,” Lucas said. “It gives more visibility for 
the math department because not that many un-
dergraduates are math majors. It might encour-
age more people to major or minor in math.” 

AMS names seven Rice 
faculty members fellows

2013 AMS Fellows

“Right now, there are no conclusions,” 
Hutchinson said. “We don’t want to respond in a 
way that will make students avoid EMS. The ques-
tion is why [students] are in that position in the 
first place.”

Hutchinson said the hard alcohol ban en-
forced in spring of 2011 was effective. Accord-
ing to Hutchinson, another probation is not off 
the table because every solution will be consid-
ered.

“We need to consider the [alcohol] policy in 
ways that are clear, more well-defined, and thus 
more enforceable,” Hutchinson said.

The APAC will examine peer institutions for 
effective benchmarks when forming its recom-
mendation, but the eventual solution will prob-
ably be unique to Rice, Hutchinson said.

“What makes Rice unique is the combina-
tion of strong student government and extraor-

dinary student leadership,” Hutchinson said. 
“Rice can solve what others cannot.”

The APAC has been convened before, in 2007 
by previous Dean of Undergraduates Robin For-
man, as well as during the 1997-1998 year and 
2003-2004 year, Hutchinson said. In the 1997-1998 
year, the section on Private Gatherings was add-
ed. In the 2003-2004 year, the same section was 
reexamined, resulting in college-specific rules.

Hutchinson said the post-NOD media re-
sponse was not a factor in calling the committee.

“I always have concerns about student abuse 
of alcohol,” Hutchinson said. “NOD highlighted 
that concern. I’m always examining all aspects of 
care to students. That’s not new.”

Jones College junior Eric Bradford said that 
although he would not enjoy a stricter alcohol 
policy, he thinks Rice students deserve one.

“People are continually showing the admin-
istration that they are not able to responsibly 
consume alcohol,” Bradford said. “I don’t think 
people always appreciate the situation we have 
here on campus. We are given a lot of freedom.”

0NOD
 from page 1

“My field is geomet-
ric topology, which 
is obviously a mix of 
geometry and topol-
ogy. My speciality is 
three dimensional 
manifolds.”
- John Hempel

“I work in spectral 
theory. For students 
who have taken linear 
algebra, it is sort of 
related in that it’s lin-
ear algebra in infinite 
dimensions.”
- David Damanik

“My current math-
ematical interests 
include partial dif-
ferential equations 
and several complex 
variables.” (According 
to math.rice.edu)
- John Polking

“I do low dimensional 
geometry. Particularly, 
I’m interested in prob-
lems in geometry in 
optimizing design.”
- Michael Wolf

“Network dynamics 
and visualization with 
special reference to 
asynchronous dynam-
ics and adaptivity.” 
(According to math.
rice.edu)
- Michael Field

“I do work in geomet-
ric topology. In par-
ticular I’m interested 
in the study of knots 
in three- and four-
dimensional space.”
- Shelly Harvey

* William Veech declined to comment
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Thomas Friedman to 
give talk at Rice Uni-
versity

Three-time Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning journalist Thomas Friedman 
will be at the Baker Institute on 
Nov. 12 for a lunch, dialogue and 
question-and-answer session with 
students from 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

The event, hosted by the Bak-
er Institute Student Forum, will 
include free lunch from noon to 
12:30 p.m. followed by a 30-min-
ute dialogue between Friedman 
and Baker Institute Founding Di-
rector Edward Djerejian. 

For the remaining time, Fried-
man will engage in a question-
and-answer session with students 
in the audience, according to BISF 
President Daniel Cohen.

Friedman is a foreign affairs 
correspondent for The New York 
Times. He has authored six books, 
including New York Times best-
sellers From Beirut to Jerusalem 
(1989) and The World is Flat: A -Nicole Zhao

Brief History of the Twenty-first 
Century (2005). 

He has previously served as 
chief diplomatic correspondent, Je-
rusalem bureau chief and Beirut bu-
reau chief at The New York Times.

“The opportunity to hear from a 
... journalist who has seen more of 
the strife in the Middle East, the in-
ternational fruits and ills of global-
ization and trans-Americana than 
any of us is surreal,” Cohen, a Lovett 
College junior, said. “It is a rare and 
exciting opportunity to hear from 
arguably one of the most influential 
journalists of the [21st] century, par-
ticularly in a student-only session.”

Other BISF speaker events typi-
cally necessitate the BISF officers 
discussing potential candidates, 
drafting an event proposal and 
booking hotel and transportation 
accommodations for the speaker. 

For this event, BISF did not have 
to go through this process; BISF 
was able to secure Friedman as 
a speaker because Friedman is a 
close friend of Djerejian, according 
to Cohen.

by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

The Rice Environmental Club will host its 
second-ever electronic waste recycling drive 
on campus on Nov. 9. Funds from processed 
electronics will go toward a long-term train-
ing and employment program for people liv-
ing with disabilities, according to McMurtry 
College sophomore Hutson Chilton, who or-
ganizes events for EnviClub.

EnviClub is hosting the drive in partnership 
with Houston electronic recycling company 
CompuCycle as part of its WhatIf campaign. 
The campaign aims to collect and recycle 
500,000 pounds of e-waste to aid the clients of 
Easter Seals Greater Houston, an organization 
that serves people with both physical and men-
tal disabilities, Chilton said.

Keyboards, routers, cables, hard drives, 
memory chips, alarm clocks, radios, hair 
stylers and batteries are among the items 
that can be submitted for the recycling drive, 
according to an official list of acceptable 
items provided by Chilton. 

Collection boxes have been placed in 
each residential college; the college with 
the most collected e-waste will receive an ice 
cream party, Chilton said. Large electronics, 
such as laptops or printers, can be dropped 
off in a box that will be set up in West Lot 5 
from 1 to 4 p.m.

EnviClub President Skye Kelty said she 
hopes the drive will help to educate stu-
dents, faculty and staff alike about the need 
for e-waste recycling.

“Batteries, iPods, other items students 
might have – they have some pretty hazard-
ous stuff in them,” Kelty, a McMurtry junior,  
said. “[Students] should keep that and dis-
pose of it properly instead of just throwing 
them out in the trash. The departments have 
a ton of huge computers and lights and all 
kinds of things that haven't been dealt with. 
There’s really not been too much done so far 

[with e-waste recycling], and there’s definitely 
a huge need.”

Kelty said the difference between e-waste 
recycling and typical paper and plastic recy-
cling is that electronics contain many metals 
and other elements that can end up contam-
inating landfills, the air and the water. 

This is EnviClub’s first time partnering 
with a Houston organization for the drive. 
Kelty said she is excited that the partnership 
is local because that ensures the e-waste will 
not be sent overseas.

“It’s kind of scary when you don't know 
where your stuff is going because it could be 
making someone sick in China or anywhere 
else,” Kelty said. “We wanted to try to get more 
local and support Houston organizations.”

EnviClub hopes to hold the drive every 
semester and eventually involve the Texas 
Medical Center to achieve a larger scale col-
lection, Kelty said.

Chilton said the drive makes recycling 
easy for Rice community members.

“We're bringing recycling to you,” Chil-
ton said. “It’s about as easy as throwing it 
away. You just have to bring it down to your 
college [commons].”

Vice President of Development at Com-
puCycle Kelly Hess said CompuCycle is 
thrilled that EnviClub is involved. 

“This is exactly what we wished for with 
this campaign – the viral effect of donating 
waste in an effort to do good,” Hess said. 
“We appreciate everything that the Rice En-
vironmental Club has done and know that 
the clients of Easter Seals Greater Houston 
will benefit from the e-waste collected.”

Brown College junior and EcoRep Rande 
Patterson said she hopes the drive continues 
in future years and gains participation and 
publicity.

“It's actually really cool that just by partic-
ipating in the drive, you're getting rid of your 
junk, helping the environment and helping 
employ the disabled,” Patterson said. 

EnviClub collects e-waste 
in campus recycling drive

by Caleb McBride
Thresher Staff

The Student Association meeting on Nov. 
5 was a forum-style event, designed to gar-
ner student opinions on the alcohol culture 
at Rice and moderated by the SA executive 
board. Students spoke out about issues such 
as caregiving, personal and group responsibil-
ity, educating incoming students and defining 
our current situation. 

Duncan College President Kelvin Pho said 
the forum was an important step in addressing 
the incidents at Night of Decadence regarding 
alcohol consumption.

“The fact of the matter is that conversation 
is helpful and important to every decision we 
make,” Pho, a senior, said. “Every person has 
a stake in the community, and everything said 
at the forum will help both student leaders and 
administrators move forward on this issue.” 

Students said every college’s drinking cul-
ture is unique. Some have year-oriented divi-
sions, while others are more united. Some 
students said that when the drinking culture is 
segregated by year, freshmen do not have the 
advantage of being surrounded by more expe-
rienced students. Others said senior students 
often urge underclassmen to drink more in en-
vironments where they are together. 

Some attendees said they think social life 
at Rice relies too heavily on alcohol. One stu-
dent mentioned that he doubted NOD would 
have been fun had students been sober. 

One student asked, “How can Rice create a 
social drinking culture when parties are held 
in a dark room and students are told that they 
must chug their punch before they leave the 
room?” 

Students made positive comments about 
the Emergency Medical Services amnesty pol-
icy, the culture of walking to and from parties 
with other students, and the fact that Rice par-
ties are held on campus, reducing the number 
of students driving while intoxicated. Howev-
er, students said there are problems with those 
who pregame for pregames. Others said the 
expectation for students to be intoxicated on 
days such as Dis-O, the Saturday after Orienta-
tion Week, is also an issue, as is the shortage 
of non-alcohol-based social programming and 
activities on campus. 

In response to prompts about how to nur-
ture an effective culture of care, students of-
fered several different ideas regarding both 
group and personal responsibility. 

In response to the suggestion that servers 
similar to those at public parties should play 
an important role in private parties, students 
said they doubted the effectiveness of peer 
governance on this issue. Freshmen, who 
would likely staff this position, may not feel 
comfortable refusing to serve a senior, espe-

cially one who is inebriated, students said.
On the subject of college-wide governance, 

a peer probation was suggested as  means of 
enforcing limits. This system is already in 
place in many of the college courts, according 
to some students, but no reports have been of-
fered on the system’s effectiveness. 

Another student said the caregiver pro-
gram has worked to educate students on how 
to take care of peers who have gone past their 
drinking limits. 

One student said friends, not caregivers, 
should take care of each other and questioned the 
reasons for the organization’s existence. Training 
does not properly prepare students to care for in-
toxicated individuals, some students said.

However, other attendees doubted whether 
more intensive training sessions would be 
well-attended. Some students said the educa-
tion they received in their caregiver training 
was beneficial. It was suggested that caregiver 
training be made part of O-Week and that the 
program be sustained throughout the year.

“Having education throughout your four 
years here is effective,” one student said. 
“O-Week cannot be the only time for alcohol 
education.”

Current caregivers said there is a need 
to foster dialogue between Rice EMS and 
caregiving leaders regarding at what stage 
of inebriation caregivers should call REMS. 
One student said the Wellness Center is pre-
paring a training session that will equip stu-
dents with the skills and confidence neces-
sary to tell friends and peers when they have 
had too much to drink. 

The meeting ended with students urg-
ing other students to discuss their respec-
tive visions for Rice’s drinking culture and 
to plan and engage in more non-drinking-
related social programming, such as NODge-
ball, DuncStep and Screw-Yer-Roommate, 
throughout Rice and Houston.

SA hosts student forum 
to discuss alcohol culture

Every person has a 
stake in the community, 
and everything said at 
the forum will help both 
student leaders and 
administrators move 
forward on this issue.

Kelvin Pho
Duncan College President



by Alison Moscoso
For The Thresher

Rather than going to a grocery store to get 
fresh produce, one Houston organization is 
giving people the opportunity to get food out 
of their own neighborhood gardens. This past 
Saturday, in Sunnyside, Houston Mayor Annise 
Parker helped to dedicate the Harry Holmes 
Healthy Harvest Garden, the first in a series of 
community gardens sponsored by the new I-
Grow Houston initiative. 

This initiative is the brainchild of Urban Har-
vest, a nonprofit in Houston that seeks to facili-
tate healthy communities and foster a respect for 
the environment through classes, community 
gardens and farmers markets, according to Ur-
ban Harvest Assistant Community Gardens Coor-
dinator Erin Eriksen.

“Urban Harvest in 1994 was founded as a way 
to combat hunger through community gardens,” 
Eriksen said.

The I-Grow Houston initiative is a more con-
centrated effort of the larger goal and helps to de-
velop community gardens in low-income areas 
with the intention of providing the community 
access to fresh produce, Eriksen said.

The I-Grow Houston Initiative works with 
the Land Assemblage Redevelopment Authority 
to use city land for this project. LARA typically 
uses the plots of land it gains through vacancy 
or tax deliquency to develop affordable hous-
ing, but it is now leasing land to Urban Harvest 
in order to develop the community gardens, ac-
cording to Eriksen. 

Eriksen said Urban Harvest staff went around 
neighborhoods looking at land available through 
LARA to find their sites. 

“Ideally, we would like lots with few 
trees, good sun and no pre-existing struc-
tures,” Eriksen said.

Eriksen said that once Urban Harvest deter-
mined the ideal sites, it brought them 
before LARA, which voted 
in favor and worked with 
the initiative to develop 
lease contracts. 

Initially, Urban Har-
vest will be very involved 
in the gardening pro-
cess, helping to maintain 
the gardens. 

   

However, Eriksen said the goal is to reduce 
the role of Urban Harvest. 

“Our goal with each garden is that we will 
help it get started and, once it is established, let 
the gardeners run it themselves,” Eriksen said.

These gardeners are individuals in the com-
munity who, after paying Urban Harvest a 
monthly fee of $5 to account for costs of water 
and other supplies, may grow whatever they 
would like to in their portions of the gardens. 
They can sell, consume or donate their crops 
— Urban Harvest has no restrictions in terms of 
what the gardeners do with their plants. Harry 
Holmes Healthy Harvest garden has 14 beds and 
is currently at capacity for rental space.

Urban Harvest, which had been promoting 
community gardens even before its new I-Grow 
Houston initiative, helped with the development 
of the three community gardens at Rice, accord-
ing to Rice Environmental Club President Skye 
Kelty. The three gardens are located next to Mar-
tel College, Hanszen College and Wiess College. 
The gardens are maintained by Rice students, 
both voluntarily and as part of the class EBIO 
204: “Environmental Sustainability: The Design 
and Practice of Community Agriculture,” Kelty, a 
McMurtry College junior, said.

Kelty said she has taken the class and that she 
enjoyed it.

“[The course is] super low-key and fun and a 
great chance to learn about Houston as an eco-
system,” Kelty said.

The vegetables grown in the gardens are 
used by the serveries as well as by the students 
in the class, who host harvest parties when the 
garden produces excess, according to Kelty. For 
more information about how to get involved with 
community gardens at Rice, visit www.ruf.rice.
edu/~rsvpgard.

In addition to community gardens, Urban 
Harvest also advocates for farmers markets, 

working to bring fresh local produce 
to Houston. The organization 

helped to facilitate the farm-
ers market Rice has on cam-
pus, according to Kelty. The 
Rice Farmers Market is host 
to local farmers selling a 
wide range of goods, from 
vegetables to flowers to 

cheese to soap. 
Brown College sopho-

more Sam Tormey said he 
shops at the Rice Farmers 

Market and supports 
the idea of local food 

providers.
“The farmers 

market is a way to 
connect to local 

food provid-
ers, and it’s 
nice because 
you know 
where the 
food is com-
ing from,” 
Tormey said. 

“It makes it 
very personal.” 

The Rice 
Farmers Market 

is open Tuesdays 
from 3:30-7 p.m. For 

more information, visit 
farmersmarket.rice.edu.
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Local News for the greater Houston area

Nutcracker Market comes to town
The Houston Ballet’s annual Nutcracker Market is back from Nov. 

8-11 at Reliant Center. More than 300 merchants gather to sell all 
things Christmas. In addition to decorations for the holiday season, 
you can also purchase clothing, accessories and crafts. 

The market is open 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday and 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Tickets  can be purchased at 
all Houston-area Randall’s stores for $12 or at the door for $13. 

Houston celebrates veterans
Sunday, Nov. 11, the City of Houston is showing its support for the 

men and women who serve in the military with the annual Houston 
Salutes American Heroes Veterans’ Day Celebration. Activities begin at 
10 a.m. and include a job fair and a health fair where veterans can get 
flu shots and health screenings. 

The festivities will be capped off by the American Heroes Parade, 
which begins at 12:30 p.m. at the intersection of Lamar and Bagby.

Community gardens grow Election Results
Race/Candidate Total Votes Percent

U.S. SENATOR
Ted Cruz (R) 56.64,456,599

Paul Sadler (D) 40.53,183,314

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 2
Ted Poe (R) 64.8159,369

Jim Dougherty (D) 32.780,262

RAILROAD COMMISSIONER
Christi Craddick (R) 56.24,324,520

Dale Henry (D) 39.63,046,800

RAILROAD COMMISSIONER, UNEXPIRED TERM
Barry Smitherman (R) 73.84,524,880

Jaime O. Perez (L) 18.31,122,792

STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 134
Sarah Davis (R) 54.643,823

Ann Johnson (D) 45.436,366

HARRIS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY
Mike Anderson (R) 52.3595,519

Lloyd Wayne Oliver (D) 47.7542,144

HARRIS COUNTY ATTORNEY
Vince Ryan (D) 51.5585,962

Robert Talton (R) 48.5552,561

HARRIS COUNTY SHERIFF
Adrian Garcia (D) 53.0611,963

Louis Guthrie (R) 45.2522,437

HARRIS COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR
Mike Sullivan (R) 48.9562,504

Ann Harris Bennett (D) 48.7560,006

METRO REFERENDUM ON STREET IMPROVEMENT MOBILITY
For 79.0651,892

Against 21.0173,504

HOUSTON ISD BOND ELECTION
For 69.0216,825

Against 31.097,604

The following propositions all passed:
•	 City of Houston, Proposition A — Public Safety
•	 City of Houston, Proposition B — Parks and Bayou Trails
•	 City of Houston, Proposition C — Public Health Improvements
•	 City of Houston, Proposition D — Public Library
•	 City of Houston, Proposition E — Public Housing

-MOLLY CHIU

ILLUSTRATION BY ELENA LACEY
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BROZA
Listen to a man whose music 
transcends Israeli-Palestinian 
tensions. Israeli superstar Da-
vid Broza will hit the Miller 
Outdoor Theatre stage tomor-
row as part of the 40th-Annu-
al Jewish Book and Arts Fair. 
Broza has gained internation-
al acclaim for his acoustic gui-
tar and flamenco-influenced 
rock ‘n’ roll sound. The con-
cert begins at 7:30 p.m., and 
seating on the lawn is free.

Miller Outdoor Theater
6000 Hermann Park Dr.

erjcchouston.org/music

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 

both around Rice and in the 
Houston area for this week.

TREE
It may not feel like winter, 
but the Galleria will kick off 
the Christmas season tomor-
row at 6 p.m. with its 24th-
annual Tree-Lighting and Ice 
Spectacular. Watch the free 
ice skating musical perfor-
mance, visit Santa Claus and 
get in some early holiday 
shopping. Rice students can 
take Bus 73 to the Galleria.

The Galleria
5015 Westheimer
www.simon.com

MAPS & ATLASES
You do not need to navigate far 
to see Maps & Atlases perform 
live. The Chicago-based band 
heads to Fitzgerald’s on Nov.12 
for a concert at 8 p.m. For $10, 
listen to the progressive art rock 
band play their top singles “Fe-
ver” and “Old & Gray.” 

Fitzgerald’s
2706 White Oak Dr.
fitzlivemusic.com

RADIN
Joshua Radin would rather be 
with you on Nov. 12 for his con-
cert at the House of Blues. The 
songs of the acoustic folk/pop 
singer have been featured in 
the heart-wrenching and dra-
matic scenes of Scrubs, Grey’s 
Anatomy and Bones. Doors open 
at 8 p.m. and general admis-
sion tickets cost $20. 

House of Blues
1204 Caroline St.

www.houseofblues.com

by Maggie Sulc
Thresher Staff

Tartuffe illustrates why Rice University benefits 
from having a theater department with the ability 
to combine student talent with experienced pro-
fessionals to bring a classic piece of theater onto 
Rice’s campus. In the mix of this semester’s many 
other comedic pieces, Moliere’s Tartuffe stands 
out in bringing audiences a satire from the time of 
France’s Sun King that still elicits tittering giggles, 
chuckles and guffaws from today’s audiences.

At the center of the play is Tartuffe, played 
by Duncan College sophomore Jake LaViola, a 
hypocritical beggar who feigns piety in order 
to worm his way into the household of Orgon, a 
French aristocrat (Jones College sophomore Qin-
gyang Peng). First duping Orgon and his mother, 
Madame Pernelle (Alice Rhoades), Tartuffe then 
attempts to seduce the lady of the house, Elmire 
(Jones junior Hayley Jones), secure the hand of Or-
gon’s daughter Mariane (Duncan junior Tasneem 
Islam) and eventually steal the entirety of Orgon’s 
estate from his rightful son and heir Damis (Jones 
freshman John Hagele). The rest of the household 
bands together to oust the greedy, pious imposter 
and reveal the truth to Orgon.

From the first scene of the play, the techni-
cal components in this show shine. The stage, a 
somewhat stretched and tilted perspective of a 
drawing room, sets the scene with its soft lighting 
and bright blue-and-yellow walls. The wardrobe 
and other set pieces hint at the high-class, ridicu-
lous escapades which will take over the space. 
When the characters enter, each of the costumes 
is a work of art with wide bustles and hilarious, 
elaborate hairpieces from the historical period. Ev-
erything comes together to support 
and create a whimsical environ-
ment in which the characters can 
run, dance, lie and cheat in front of 
the audience’s eyes.

Most of the cast turns Moliere’s 
verses of rhyming couplets into 
enchanting daggers to throw at 
the other characters, uncovering 
their sins and hypocritical natures. 

When delivered with the right variation, the dia-
logue paints a vivid picture of the household that 
leaves audience members rocking with laughter 
even after they leave Hamman Hall. Jones junior 
Susannah Eig as Dorine, the maid, pokes fun at 
everyone and defies her station to add her wise 
scheming into every conflict. Even while sweep-
ing in the background, her biting comments draw 
attention away from Orgon, the blustering, true 
master of the house. The lovers, Mariane and 
Valere (Baker College junior Travis Hoyt), play 

up their quarrel well, pairing haughty lines with 
melodrama. LaViola’s charming, yet constantly 
changing voice illustrates how a man such as 
Tartuffe could so enchant Orgon and Madame Per-
nelle, blinding them to the truths spouted by every 
other relative and trusted adviser. Short glimpses 
of his true, devious emotions emerge at just the 
right moments to let the audience in on the gag in 
his world of deceit.

Unfortunately, there are a few weaker charac-
ters that do not hold up under Moliere’s vocal and 
comedic demands. The furrowed brow and sour-
puss expression of Hagele’s Damis blurts out the 
lines, running through the couplets’ rhythms. As 
Orgon, Peng tries earnestly to embody the author-
ity and righteous anger of the master of the house, 
but the language seemed to run away from him. 
The quick clip of the rhymes slows whenever he 
enters the scene. Without a corresponding change 
in his demeanor after the concrete proof of Tar-
tuffe’s sinful lust for Orgon’s wife, it is difficult to 
tell whether the man actually grasps the villain’s 
true nature. Then again, all of his pathetic at-
tempts to reign in Dorine’s meddling and contin-
ued devotion to Tartuffe’s “poor fellow” do make 
it a painful situation to endure, which is what it 
must be for the family members to watch. If Peng’s 
Orgon is meant to look silly as he tries to take con-
trol of his family, that is how it comes across in the 
production.

In the midst of the current state of the nation 
and the political bickering that goes on during 
every stage of history, Tartuffe reminds audiences 
that everyone looks like a hypocrite or buffoon 
from time to time. The Rice Theater Department’s 
clean and witty production is not a burdened 
old piece, but a witty set of escapades in the  
decadent past.

Tartuffe

A-
Directed by: Samuel Sparks
Playing: Today and tomorrow at 8 
p.m., Nov. 11 at 3 p.m.,  
Nov. 15-17 at 8 p.m.
Price: Students $5, Faculty $8, 
General Admission $10
The rundown: The Rice Theater 
Department presents a technically 
sound, outlandish comedy about 
fraud, hypocrisy and family bonds. 
With garish costumes and a spot-on 
cast, the production will leave audi-
ences guffawing in their seats.

Tartuffe triumphs with lies and deceit

by Saira Weinzimmer
For the Thresher

Not all vampires sparkle. Justin Cronin, 
Rice University English professor emeritus 
and author of New York Times best-selling 
novel The Passage, has recently released 
the second book in his vampire apocalypse 
trilogy: The Twelve. Back in 2010, Cronin 
introduced readers to a dark, dystopian 
world which has been taken over by a vi-
rus that turns ordinary people into vicious, 
blood-sucking monsters. Filled with chill-
ing scenes that are enough to make anyone 
afraid of the dark, The Passage has been 
widely acclaimed as one of the best books 
of the past few years, and fans of the series 
eagerly awaited The Twelve’s release on 
Oct. 16 of this year. Cronin has frequently 
been compared to the likes of Michael 
Crichton and Stephen King, and he has 
toured all around the country promoting 
his fresh take on the vampire genre.

Cronin recently returned to Houston to 
introduce The Twelve, and on Oct. 30, he 
dropped by Brazos Bookstore on Bisson-
net Street to read a passage from the new 
book and answer questions from fans. 
The small, independent bookstore was 
crammed wall-to-wall with chairs, but the 
cozy atmosphere of the store and Cronin’s 
down-to-earth manner made the event 
feel comfortably informal. After an amus-
ing story about his first reading event (no 
one but his students, who wanted extra 
credit, showed up to see him), Cronin read 

Rice professor, 
NYT best-seller 
releases new book 

0see Vampire, page 9

Claire elestwani/thresher staff

Courtesy Ballantine PuBlishing
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This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser
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Trilogy (The Weekend) – While primarily a compilation of mas-
tered songs from the break-out R&B artist’s mix-tapes, the debut 
studio album also features new tracks, including “Valerie,” “Twenty 
Eight” and “Till Dawn (Here Comes the Sun).” The Weeknd has al-
ready made a positive impression on the music scene: He has col-
laborated with fellow Canadian Drake and Wiz Khalifa and his con-
cert tour has sold out arenas across the United States. The Weeknd’s 
soulful, seductive sound should satisfy electronic and R&B fans and 
sustain his pattern of critical acclaim.

Skyfall – The 23rd film in the James Bond series marks the 
third appearance of Daniel Craig as Agent 007. Reviewers have al-
ready hailed the thrilling installment as one of the best, if not the 
best, movies in the franchise. The plot follows Bond as he investi-
gates an attack on MI6 headquarters. He soon discovers the attack 
was part of a greater plot to attack the director of the agency, M (Judi 
Dench, Shakespeare in Love). Having already set box office records 
internationally, Skyfall expects to pack theaters nationwide as the 
first major blockbuster of the fall. (PG-13, 143 min., also in IMAX)

Brave – The newest release from animation powerhouse Pixar 
is also the first fairytale produced by the studio, not to mention its 
first project with a female protagonist. The movie tells the story of 
Merida, a princess who would rather make her mark as an archer 
than as a royal. When a clash with her mother compels her to make a 
reckless decision, Merida must lift an ancient curse as she attempts 
to set things right. Bonus Features include deleted and extended 
scenes, audio commentaries and a new short film, The Legend of 
Mor’du. (PG, 93 min., Available on DVD and Blu-Ray)

King Animal (Soundgarden) –The sixth studio album for the 
seminal grunge rock band marks the newest material from the band 
since 1996’s Down on the Upside. Though the 16-year hiatus is the 
longest gap to date between the band’s work, the band returns with 
its signature combination of compelling lyricism and mesmerizing 
melodies. If its first single, aptly titled “Been Away Too Long,” is 
any indication of what to expect from the band’s newest track list, 
Soundgarden should expect to not only excite old fans but also to 
gain new fans from a younger generation of listeners.

Lincoln – Based on the book Team of Rivals: The Political Ge-
nius of Abraham Lincoln by Doris Kearns Goodwin, Lincoln chroni-
cles the final four months of the life of the 16th President of the Unit-
ed States. Directed by Steven Spielberg, the film features an all-star 
cast, including Daniel Day-Lewis (There Will Be Blood) as Lincoln, 
Sally Field (Brothers & Sisters) as his wife Mary Todd and Tommy Lee 
Jones (No Country for Old Men) as congressional leader Thaddeus 
Stevens. Brimming with prestige and media hype, this film will in-
spire both Oscar discussion and patriotism. (PG-13, 150 min.)

Sweet Tooth (Ian McEwan) – The return of the acclaimed au-
thor of Atonement follows Serena Frome, a student noted for 
her beauty and intelligence, as she is recruited by MI5, a British 
Intelligence Agency. Through an operation codenamed “Sweet 
Tooth,” the agency wishes to manipulate society by funding 
writers whose politics are in line with those of the British gov-
ernment. Serena is considered to be the perfect candidate for 
the job, but when love derails her from the operation, tension 
and chaos ensue. 
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a short scene from The Twelve. The Twelve picks 
up the series with a vampire sniper nicknamed 
“Last Stand in Denver” and a wild dash through 
a dark, vampire-infested garage, ending with a 
wonderfully infuriating cliffhanger.

Cronin offered a few hints about what is in 
store for readers in The Twelve. Similar to The 
Passage, The Twelve begins with the world be-
fore the virus has begun to spread (dubbed “year 
zero”) and jumps to approximately 100 years 
later midway through the book, where we fol-
low returning character Amy’s fight against the 
viral vampires. A few characters who had only 
minor roles in The Passage now enter into the ac-
tion and take center stage, something that, as a 
writer, Cronin said he really enjoyed exploring. 
Cronin also spoke about the difficulties of the 
trilogy format –  it is often difficult to prevent the 
second book in the trilogy from becoming simply 

0VAMPIRE
 from page 8

a bridge to get from book one to book three – 
but he has taken special care to give his second 
book vitality of its own.

“I wanted to shoot some fresh energy 
into it, so the course of events would be 

radically altered, so it wasn’t just part two,”  
Cronin said. 

Readers who have already devoured The 
Twelve can attest that he has managed to do 
this quite well.

Cronin and his daughter came up with the 
idea for The Passage trilogy together, Cronin 
said, while he was jogging and she was riding 
her bike around their neighborhood. She was 8 
years old at the time, and the two would come 
up with interesting plot points. According to 
Cronin, there were only two rules: One was that 
everything had to be interesting.

“There are not one but two runaway trains 
in the book – I like runaway trains and so does 
she,” Cronin said.

 The other rule was that there had to be a 
character with red hair because his daughter is 
a redhead. His daughter’s request that he write 
a book about a girl who saves the world prompt-
ed Cronin to begin The Passage trilogy. Cronin 
cited his wife as being an important contributor 
in this second book as well.

After the reading at Brazos, Cronin went 
across the street to the Murder By the Book 
bookstore to read another passage and sign 
copies of The Twelve, and he finished up the 
night with mingling and more book chat at the 
Under the Volcano bar. Cronin said he is very 
supportive of independent bookstores and that 
he wanted to support as many venues as pos-
sible during his Houston night out.

Cronin is currently taking a break from his 
teaching activities at Rice to continue promot-
ing his books and to begin work on the third 
book in The Passage trilogy. Cronin said that 
if things go according to plan, the book will be 
released in 2014. After reading The Twelve, fans 
will be impatiently waiting for the conclusion 
to Cronin’s epic story. The Rice community may 
continue to watch Cronin’s rise to internation-
ally best-selling author and take pride in the 
fact that one of Rice’s own has penned such a 
successful and compelling series of novels. 

This article is a collaboration effort with R2: 
The Rice Review.

I wanted to shoot some 
fresh energy into it, so the 
course of events would 
be radically altered, so it 
wasn’t just part two. 

Justin Cronin
Professor Emeritus
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by Allie Schaich 
and Farrah Madanay

      Our second casual date was a mess. Pump-
kin innards and seeds were strewn across the 
tabletops of the Hanszen College sundeck 
as our dates and friends carved out designs 
ranging from an elephant to a Rice University 
owl. Christmas music hummed from a laptop 
as seven couples got down and dirty carving 
up their pumpkins. Against a backdrop of 
powderpuff teams playing on the intramural 
fields, pumpkin carving with a group of friends 
on campus bore little semblance to a date 
night. Indeed, one of us had not even mustered 
the courage to ask out a date and opted instead 
to invite a friend. Throughout the course of the 
evening, it became very apparent that only one 
of us was on a real date and that the distinction 
between a real date and a friend date makes all 
the difference in successful casual dating.
      Casual dating does not necessarily mean 
planning a three-part dream date with the per-
son you have been crushing on in history class 
for the entire semester. It also does not mean 
going on a date with your friend after asking 
him via text, “Whole Foods? Cheap pizza?” 
and then forcing him to eat on a ripped piece 
of pizza box cardboard. What the casual date 
comes down to is one psychological phenom-
enon: stress. Stress, both eustress and distress, 
as our cross country coach says, is the best 
indicator of whether you are on a real date or 
have copped out and asked a friend. Our obser-
vations below, though certainly not universal 
truths, are dating principles we look to as we 
evaluate casual dating.
1. Anticipation – Before you ask someone on 
a real date, you should feel at least a twinge of 
anxiety. You go through the scenarios in your 
head: What if he says yes? What if he says no? 
What if he says he is busy, but maybe another 
time? The anxiety attributed to the unknown 
compels you to second-guess yourself and re-
flect on your worth as a date-able specimen. In 
contrast, when you ask a friend on a date, his 
response will not make or break your day.
2. Asking – Even if they are witty, terse text 
messages, such as “hungry hungry hippos” or 
“want to nom om om?” are red flags that you 
are asking a friend on a date. Asking someone 
on a real date requires a little more effort. 
Inquiries do not need to be written on cakes or 
complemented with flowers, but they should be 
done in person. If you feel awkward, good: You 
will seem both genuine and endearing. Also, 
be sure to propose an activity or event that is 
enticing to both you and your date. Do not ask 
that hipster to a B L A C K I E concert at Fitzger-
ald’s if you cannot stand screaming rap.

3. Appearance – When preparing for a real 
date, consult Fashion Gaze. But really, you 
should take your appearance into consider-
ation, whether that means going shopping for 
appropriate apparel or borrowing that coveted 
article of clothing from your roommate’s closet. 
You are definitely on a friend date if you arrive 
40 minutes late with wet hair and a Rice T-
shirt. After all, he has seen you in so many out-
fits and states – sick in pajamas, inebriated in a 
Night of Decadence Pikachu costume, breaking 
out in hives in your all-nighter library clothes – 
why should this occasion be any different?
4. Analyzing – On a real date, you will find 
yourself overthinking everything you say and 
do. You worry your laugh is obnoxious, your 
stories are slow-clap worthy and that you are 
word-vomiting in desperation to keep the 
conversation going. Then you proceed to read 
too far into everything your date says and does. 
Maybe he is quiet because he enjoys hearing 
your stories; maybe she is going to the restroom 
to fix her hair and not to call her friend to di-
vulge the night’s play-by-play. On a friend date, 
the person with whom you are eating pints of 
ice cream while sitting in the parking lot of HEB 
will assure you that your story is indeed lame 
and will text his friends mid-conversation. You 
will think nothing of it. 
5. Aftermath – How you feel after the date may 
be the best indicator of the type of date you just 
had. If you are eagerly anticipating a text from 
your date, agonizing over the stupidity of the 
three-day rule, and in the meantime constantly 
replaying the events and dialogue of the date 
in your mind, you went on a real date. You also 
went on a real date if you are already thinking 
about how to thoughtfully, yet quickly, ditch 
him, in the case that he actually likes you and 
you cannot reciprocate. If you are certain you 
will see him the next day to work on chemistry 
homework together, you are safely, whether 
you like it or not, in the friend zone.

Casual Dating is a column written by Wiess Col-
lege sophomore Allie Schaich and Duncan College 
senior Farrah Madanay. The aim of Casual Dating 
is to encourage a laid-back dating culture at Rice.

By Ellen Trinklein
For the Thresher

All self-respecting, at least minimally tal-
ented, writers have, in rare moments of pro-
ductiveness, promised themselves that they 
will write a novel. It is rare, sadly, for such 
well-intentioned thoughts to ever come to 
fruition. Rare, that is, unless you are Brown 
College junior Gabriela Sposito. 

In her memoir, titled The Best Part About Get-
ting Lost, the psychology major, who expects to 
graduate this spring, writes about her transition 
from a sheltered life in Oklahoma to indepen-
dence at Rice University.

“I’ve had this instinct, when something im-
portant happens to me, to write about it and 
about how it affects me,” Sposito said. “That’s 
just how I process things.” 

No surprise, then, that Sposito decided to 
write about it the biggest transitional moment of 
her life: freshman year of college.

“In this year, so many life-changing things I’d 
never done before had happened – a lot of really 
exciting, happy things and sad things, and [writ-
ing] was a way to work through it,” Sposito said. 

In fact, it was the whirlwind transition from 
her life in Oklahoma to her life at Rice that in-
spired the writing of the book, Sposito said.

 “[The book] is about my freshman year 
and adapting to being a college student and 
the college life, but at the same time it’s about 
moving away from home, getting indepen-
dence and the experiences I had that helped 
shape that independence,” Sposito said.

The book is centered around the fear that 
comes with making great change.

“I remembered thinking ‘I don’t know if 
[coming to Rice] was the right thing to do’,” 
Sposito said.

Writing a novel is no small undertaking. 
The endeavor took a few years for Sposito to 
transition from crafting anecdotes and dia-
logues in her mind to penning them on paper. 

“I started summer after freshman year,” 
Sposito said. “Even during freshman year, I 
had scenes and dialogues in my head that I’d 
been keeping track of, and in the summer, I 

started to pool it all together. It wasn’t a fluid 
process.”

Sposito said the writing process became 
a learning process in itself. She said she en-
gaged in self-reflection as she discovered 
her own true reason for writing the book.

“A lot of times, I’d write a scene, come back 
later and have a different perspective on it,” 
Sposito said. “It was halfway through writing 
that I came up with the real meaning of the 
book, which was not just telling stories, but 
about how I moved to a place that became 
home and not just a place I was going to study 
and live for a short amount of time.”

Sposito said that although she did not 
originally plan to publish the book, once it 
was written she began to debate what to do 
next. After positive reviews from friends she 
thought she might go the traditional route 
of sending the manuscript to as many pub-
lishers as possible in the hope that at least 
one would accept. It was a chance encounter 
later on that altered her strategy. 

“One of my professors hosted a dinner 
with various professionals, and a man there 
had self-published his own book,” Sposito 
said. “He explained to me how he went about 
it, so I looked at it and said, ‘Okay, I’m gonna 
do this. I’m gonna do it.’ And that was it.” 
One month later, the book was published.

Sposito does not plan to stop writing any 
time soon. She said she already has the idea for 
her next book, most likely a novel. 

“I have an expo board in my room now with 
pages and ideas scattered all over it,” she said. 

For now, though, Sposito wants to focus on 
graduating and sharing her book, which she 
believes applies to anyone going through a 
rough transition. 

“You can take something positive out of 
any experience, even if it is difficult,” Sposito 
said. “If you’re patient enough and stubborn 
enough to stick it out, anything can be a 
learning experience.”

The Best Part About Getting Lost is avail-
able on Amazon for $13; however, students 
may buy the book for $8 if they email Sposito 
at grs2@rice.edu.

Student writes memoir about Rice Casual Dating: The difference be-
tween a real date and a friend date
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       Ryan Glassman
                                  Thresher Staff

Despite only returning two starters from last 
season and losing over 40 percent of their total 
minutes and points from a year ago, the Owls 
were still projected by the Conference USA coach-
es to finish better than they did last season. 

Junior forward Jessica Kuster, the 2012-13 C-
USA Preseason Player of the Year,  is a key to this 
projected success. 

Kuster, the first Rice player to win preseason 
player of the year in seven years, averaged 17.3 
points (second in C-USA) and 11.1 rebounds (first 
in C-USA, ninth nationally) en route to All-Confer-
ence honors.

Senior Jessica Goswitz, who led the Owls in 
three-pointers in each of the last two seasons, will 
provide invaluable experience in the backcourt, 
moving to point guard to compensate for the loss 
of D’Frantz Smart, the program’s all-time assists 
leader. 

Additional help could come from sophomore 
Christal Porter, a member of the 2011-12 C-USA 
All-Freshman Team and the team’s second lead-
ing scorer and rebounder from last season.

Sophomores Nakachi Maduka and Megan 
Shafer, who combined to average nearly eight 
points and four rebounds a game last season, will 
provide additional depth in the post. 

Sophomore Reem Moussa, fresh off of repre-
senting her native Egypt in the Afrobasket U18 
2012 tournament, will compete with sophomore 
Maya Adetula and promising freshman Elena 
Gumbs for playing time in the backcourt.

In terms of schedule, few teams in the country 
will challenge themselves outside of their league 
to the degree that the Owls will this year when 
they play three teams currently ranked in the top 
20 in the Associated Press Preseason poll. 

The first such test will take place next Thurs-
day against No. 20 University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville. Then, after playing four of its first five 
games on the road, the team returns to Tudor 
Fieldhouse on Nov. 27 to host unanimous top-

rank Baylor University. Baylor returns all five 
starters after a perfect 38-0 mark last season in-
cluding Britney Griner, the reigning AP Player of 
the Year and one of the most prolific athletes to 
play the sport in recent memory. Also of note for 
the Owls is a New Year’s Day game in College Sta-
tion against No. 15 Texas A&M University, the last 
game of a brutal non-conference slate. 

Though the Owls went 6-7 outside C-USA a 
season ago, reaching that mark again this season 
would be impressive for the Owls considering 
their schedule.

The Owls were picked in a poll of the C-USA 
coaches to finish fourth in the conference this 
year. The top echelon in the C-USA consists of 
Tulane University and the University of Texas at 
El Paso, which each received five of the 12 first-
place votes. 

UTEP returns three starters from a squad that 
represented the conference in the NCAA tourna-
ment a year ago and won the regular season and 
conference titles. Tulane brings back 10 players 
from last year’s team, which went 9-7 in C-USA, 
tying with the Owls for third in the conference. 

The Owls are young – nine of the 12 players on 
the roster are freshmen or sophomores – but can 
match up with anyone from a talent standpoint. 
Kuster’s move to the wing should create mis-
matches for other players on offense, providing 
easy baskets for some of the team’s less-experi-
enced players. 

The squad has depth in the frontcourt, but 
point guard play will dictate the team’s success. 
If Goswitz successfully transitions from the shoot-
ing guard position the Owls have the talent to 
compete among the C-USA’s elite.

Will Kuster’s production continue to warrant 
the respect she has received from fans and oppo-
nents alike? Can Goswitz run the point without 
the team compromising its overall shooting per-
centages, an area it has worked hard to improve 
upon from a year ago?

If the Owls answer yes to these two questions, 
they will be in the thick of the battle for the confer-
ence crown come March.

Ryan Glassman
Thresher Staff

When the Rice University men’s basketball 
team’s 2011-12 season came to an end last March 
with a loss to Oakland University in the quarter-
finals of the CollegeInsider.com Tournament, 
there was a sense of optimism surrounding the 
program and its core that combined veteran ex-
perience, youth and energy. But during the seven-
month-long basketball offseason, disappoint-
ment grew when six players decided to leave the 
the program.

The Owls are set to start a new season to-
morrow night when they host University of St. 
Thomas Houston at 7 p.m., and while the focus 
continues to lie on the departed players, those re-
maining have committed themselves to compet-
ing and improving as a team. However, whether 
this commitment can compensate for the team’s 
loss of talent remains to be seen.  

The most glaring weakness that the rash of 
transfers presents is in the post. Of the four return-
ing players, only sophomore Seth Gearhart stands 
taller than 6 feet 4 inches. The team finished last 
in defensive rebounding last year, and controlling 
the  glass will be even more crucial now.

“Everyone on the team has to focus a lot more 
on rebounding,” Gearhart said. 

After coming off the bench a season ago, Gear-
hart will anchor a front court that features fresh-
man Ross Wilson, an athletic wing with the size 
and mobility to create mismatches.

But if the Owls are to exceed expectations 
this year, their primary offensive production will 
come from a group of versatile guards, led by se-
nior Tamir Jackson. The lone upperclassman with 
Division I experience, Jackson enters the season 
already in the top 10 in program history in assists 
and steals. However, the role the New Jersey na-
tive plays for this team supersedes just statistics. 

“With [Jackson], it’s always been about the 
team,” Head Coach Ben Braun said at the Confer-
ence USA media day last month. “He’s been the 
consummate team leader.” 

Alongside Jackson will be sophomore guard 
Julian DeBose, the team’s second-highest return-
ing scorer from last year’s squad. At 6 feet 4 inch-
es, DeBose will move to the wing, looking to build 
off a freshman year in which he averaged seven 
points and two steals during the postseason. 

“[DeBose’s] improvement during the year was 
significant as anybody’s on the team,”  Braun 
said. “He’s got a tremendous work ethic. He’s got 
a tremendous attitude.”

The focus on Jackson and DeBose as the 
team’s primary offensive options speaks toward a 
broader shift in philosophy that the head coach 
stressed at the team’s media day.

 “It’s not going to be a traditional team,” 
Braun said. “You’ll see a lot of guys play  
multiple positions.”

For the team to turn Braun’s philosophy into 
practice, the latest class of recruits will need to 
contribute immediately. Freshman Keith Wash-
ington, a standout prep guard from Philadelphia, 
has a good chance to start at point guard to open 
the year. With good size, quickness and the abil-
ity to drive to either side, Washington’s flexibility 
makes him a strong fit for Braun’s system. 

The final starting spot will likely fall to either 
Nizar Kapic or Wilson, both of whom are interna-
tional freshmen. 

If transfer Austin Ramljak shoots from deep as 
well as he did at the junior college level, he can 
contribute off the bench for a team that will need 
to get innovative on the offensive end. 

Competing with Ramljak will be freshman 
Max Guercy and sophomore Dan Peera, a pair of 
California natives who will look to crack the back-
court rotation early on. The team also recently 
added Bahrom Firozgary, a walk-on junior with 
size and athleticism to add frontcourt depth. 

However, the fact remains that with less than 
a quarter of the team’s minutes and points from 
last year returning, the team is going to experi-
ence growing pains. From a talent standpoint, it 
could be outmatched on the court as the year pro-
gresses. Still, the Owls are looking to the future, 
and may be able to surprise people this  year. 

Women shooting for strong yearMen’s basketball young and hungry
Sophomore Christal Porter could play a major role in the Owls’ success this season.

 Lexi eisenberg/thresher

The Owls will rely on sophomore guard Julian DeBose to build on a strong freshman year.

 dante Zakhidov/thresher

Men’s and Women’s basketball ready to get started
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The Fifth Lap

I am still not completely sure how I feel 
about the events surrounding the cancellation 
of last weekend’s New York City Marathon in 
the wake of Hurricane Sandy, with one key ex-
ception – there are lessons to be learned.  

In the midst of the destruction and tragedy, 
whether or not to hold the annual marathon 
became a source of heated controversy. 

The arguments and analysis ranged from 
pragmatic to emotional. Supporters of holding 
the event saw it as a way to show the city’s re-
silience, to attract media attention and dona-
tions, to act as an economic boom and to give 
weary residents a welcome distraction. 

Those against holding the marathon  
viewed it as an affront to those still suffering 
from the destruction and a waste of resources 
at a time when millions were still out of power 
and areas of the city were still reeling from fa-
tal flooding. 

On the Wednesday after the storm, New 
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg and New 
York Road Runners President Mary Wittenberg 
announced the race would go on as planned 
on the previously planned route. But just two 
days later, the event was canceled, citing the 
divisiveness it had caused. 

Finally, on Sunday, thousands of runners 
gathered, organized by spontaneous Facebook 
groups or parties who had travelled together, 
and ran their own unofficial marathons, lap-
ping intermittently around Central Park. 

These events lend themselves to a myriad 
of angles about the role of sports during trag-
edy, both at an individual level and a societal 
one. However, I would like to focus on one les-
son in particular that can prove especially rel-
evant for collegiate athletic programs.  

It is worth exploring why the marathon be-
came such a lightning rod while other events, 
including New York Giants and New York 
Knicks games, went on with little fanfare. 

Part of it probably had to do with timing. 
Because of the number of out-of-towners who 
fly in to participate or spectate, the organizers 
were forced to make a decision much earlier in 
the week while the shock of the hurricane was 
still in effect. 

The geography of the events also likely 
played a role. Unlike the sequestered NBA or 
NFL venues, the marathon winds through the 
entire city, entering all five boroughs and start-
ing in heavy-hit Staten Island.

But I believe the framing of the issue also 
had a real effect on the public reaction. With a 
small, nuanced change in rhetoric, the recep-
tion may have been different. 

 Before the decision of whether or not to 
race was made, Wittenberg talked not about 
what the marathon could do for the city, but 
what it would do. It is a slight difference, but 
a crucial one. 

“I’ve always said the marathon is much 
more than a race – and once again, it has nev-
er seemed more true than this year as was the 
case after 9/11. Our focus is to deliver an event 
that can aid in New York’s recovery,” Witten-
berg said at a press conference. “To us, the 
marathon really epitomizes the spirit of New 
York City, the vitality, the tenacity, the deter-
mination of New Yorkers, and now, our every 
effort is to once again tell the world that New 
York City, as the mayor would say, is open for 
business, and we welcome the support of the 
world at this trying time.”

Wittenberg’s statement articulates many of 
the ideals related to how important sport can 
be in a trying time. However, the sense of pre-
sumption that the race would undoubtedly go 
on undermined her effectiveness. 

In fact, the statement above would have 
been almost perfect had the decision to race 
already been made. 

If she would have instead framed her argu-
ment slightly differently, the impact may have 
also changed. Imagine if she had instead start-
ed with something to this effect:

“Our first priority is to do what is best for 
the city of New York and its citizens. We be-
lieve the New York Marathon can be and is 
more than just a race ... but only so long as its 
running in no way compromises the rescue 
and recovery efforts.”

The intent and sentiments are identical, 
but the framing makes all the difference. 

I am writing this not to criticize Wittenberg, 
who has done amazing things to advance the 
New York Marathon and distance running 
more generally, but because I believe there is 
a lesson here for collegiate athletics.

At some point, collegiate athletics pro-
grams will face their crisis. It may be at an 
institutional level or at an NCAA level. It may 
be financial, or reputational, or tied to an un-
foreseen event. 

But when that crisis occurs, the programs 
that will be most successful will be those that 
remember and successfully communicate the 
fact that at their core, they exist to serve their 
university and its students. 

Athletic programs do have an incredible 
breadth of offerings that make universities 
better places, but they can be jeopardized in 
a time of crisis if programs have moved away 
from the fundamental notion of serving their 
university. 

 Gabe  Cuadra

On the New York Marathon         Marie Walsh 
                                Sports Editor

On Oct. 29, the men’s cross country team 
found itself on the starting line of the Con-
ference-USA Championship in Hattiesburg, 
Miss. The team coached by Head Coach John 
Warren raced in an eight-kilometer event 
hosted by the University of Southern Missis-
sippi.

 Much excitement surrounded the race, as 
the Owls were going up against formidable 
C-USA opponents such as the University of 
Tulsa and the University of Texas at El Paso. 
Having placed fourth as a team last year, Rice 
improved to third this year due to much im-
proved individual performances. 

Redshirt senior Gabe Cuadra was the first 
finisher for the men’s team, placing an im-
pressive eighth place in a time of 24:34. Af-
ter overcoming an injury that prevented him 
from racing in the 2011 cross country season, 
he was quite focused on having a great race.

Cuadra said he was not only pleased with 
his race, but also incredibly proud of his fel-
low teammates and their respective individu-
al performances. 

“This meet was a race that we could leave 
feeling really proud of,” Cuadra said. “The 
guys we had healthy stepped up and had a 
great run. We had the most team members 
qualify for All-Conference since 2008 and the 
lowest team score since 2006.”

The next finisher was sophomore John 
Cavallo, who was the 15th-place finisher and 
came in at a respectable time of 25:16. Imme-
diately following was redshirt senior James 
Llamas, who placed 16th with a time of 25:18.

Last year, Cavallo was the second-place 
finisher on the team with a time of 25:18. 

Cuadra said he was especially happy with 
Llamas, who he said he believed put forth a 
performance worthy of making an All-Confer-
ence team. 

“On an individual side, the highlight for 
me was the race that [Llamas] had,” Cuadra 
said. “In the past, he had just barely missed 
making the All-Conference team … and this 
year, he put together a great race to put him-
self very solidly on the All-Conference list. 
[After] the race, he came up to me and said, 
‘That was awesome,’ and he really deserved 
to have that kind of awesome moment after 
all he’s done for our team the last five years.”

Coming in a short time later were two more 
Owls; junior Travis Roberts in 20th at 25:30 and 
redshirt freshman Meron Fessahaie in 21st at 
25:31. Redshirt senior Matt Carey placed 29th 
in 25:56; junior Wyatt Doop finished 34th in 
26:20; and rounding out the team, freshman 
Henry Giles placed 39th in 26:22.

All these performances earned the Owls a 
total score of 78 points, which was a notable 
improvement from last year’s 108 points. This 
score put the team in third behind UTEP at 56 
points and winner Tulsa at 25 points.

The first two teams who place in C-USA 
Championships earn trophies, and though 
Rice did not walk rceive one the team held its 
head high. 

Notably, sophomore William Firth, who 
placed third on the team last year with a 
time of 25:19, was unable to compete in this 
season’s meet due to an ongoing battle with 
pneumonia. 

“We really wanted to come home with a 
trophy,” Cuadra said. “But we have to give 
a lot of credit to UTEP and Tulsa. They both 
executed really well and didn’t open the door 
for us.”

With regionals happening this morning in 
Fayetteville, Ark., hosted by the University of 
Arkansas, there are high expectations for the 
team’s performance going into the meet. 

The men’s meet will start at 12:15 p.m., 
while the women will start at 11:00 a.m. Af-
ter their strong finish in conference, the Owls 
will enter regionals with high hopes. 

Men’s cross country third at 
C-USA, now on to regionals 
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Reed ThorNburg
Features Editor

While student-taught courses now seem like an integral part 
of Rice’s identity, they are a relatively recent addition to the uni-
versity. The program began at Wiess College in the spring of 2007 
with three initial offerings: Mathematics of Aesthetics, The His-
tory of Jazz, and Zombies in Fiction and Film. The courses were 
only open to Wiess students, but the forerunners of this move-
ment were optimistic that the idea would spread. It has.

Next spring, Rice’s various residential colleges will offer 
60 courses ranging from Lucid Dreaming Techniques to Eco-

nomics in the News. These classes are the result of motivated 
students who both possess interests that exceed the standard 
registrar offerings and have a desire to share their knowledge 
with the Rice community. While student-sponsored visitors 
teach a few college courses, the majority are still taught by 
Rice undergraduate students.

The most recent development in Rice’s tradition of student-
taught courses is next semester’s course COLL 300: Pedagogy 
for Student Instructors. This course will be a requirement for all 
students planning on teaching a course in the fall of 2013. Here 
is a brief spotlight on some of the classes that students will have 
access to next semester.

COLL 102: American Sign Language 
and Deaf Culture

Like all language courses 
taught at Rice, this Mar-
tel College course aims to 
provide students with not 
only an understanding of 
syntax and grammar in 
American Sign Language, 
but also a chance for stu-
dents to appreciate deaf 
culture and history. Taught 
by Martel College senior 
Anna Meriano, this course 
promises a lively, if silent, 
immersion into unvoiced  
communication.

COLL 103: We Didn’t Start the 
Fire: U.S. History 1949-1989

Do not ask Martel seniors Britney Ghee and Mi-
chelle Synhorst to talk about something from The 
Stranger. They strictly discuss ’80s Joel. This college 
course will analyze American history, politics and 
popular culture from 1949 to 1989 using the 118 top-
ics mentioned in the five-minute “We Didn’t Start the 
Fire” song as the syllabus.

“We are basically going to go through everything 
in the song with interactive lectures, including show-
ing movie clips and listening to music,” Synhorst 
said. “It’ll be epic.”

Maybe you have no interest in American history 
but you secretly have a desire to be that one person 
who knows every lyric to this standard come Sid ’80s 
next year. Regardless, be prepared to create another 
few verses to the song to cover the last 24 years since 
the song’s release for the course final.

COLL 111: Wearing Identity
“Wearing Identity” will draw 

links between sub- and countercul-
ture movements and the fashions 
that distinguish them in popular 
perception. It will provide necessary 
foundational knowledge on the top-
ics of fashion and design and will 
trace the impact of various themes 
such as globalization and gender.

“[The] course is designed to give a 
little more insight into the alternative 
fashions that people see but don’t re-
ally understand,” Wiess College se-
nior and instructor Bayli Berry said.

Berry hopes to use this course to 
dispel myths surrounding alterna-
tive fashions and to provide a deeper 
understanding of the relationship 
between a group’s fashion and  
its identity.

COLL 119: Visual Beauty in 
Mathematics

One of the first student-
taught courses at Rice, Math-
ematics of Aesthetics, sought to 
dissolve visual beauty into an 
underlying rigorous mathemati-
cal structure. Although different, 
the class carries on this same 
tradition of inspiring awe in the 
field of mathematics. The course 
will analyze how mathematical 
concepts have an inherent visual 
beauty and how these aesthetics can aid in a stronger understand-
ing and appreciation of mathematics.

“All too often, students grow up learning mathematics as a 
complicated set of prescribed rules to be applied indiscriminately: 
Such uninspired pedagogy serves only to obfuscate the spirit of 
discovery and awe from which great mathematics transpires,” the 
course syllabus states.

Will Rice College senior and course instructor Hrothgar said-
that the course has no formal prerequisites but that a strong back-
ground in algebra and calculus is highly recommended.

COLL 121: Musical Migrations
This survey of various 

music traditions will ex-
plore the interrelated na-
ture of genres across the 
world. The class will use 
a historical perspective to 
explain the development 
and evolution of certain 
genres and also how vari-
ous genres continually 
influence each other in 
the modern world. The 
course also aims to draw 
links between ostensibly 
disparate music styles. 
The course will not be music-theory-based and requires 
no previous understanding. Under the instruction of 
Jones College sophomore Max Katner, “Musical Migra-
tions” will search the Putumayo planet and connect the 
world’s great sounds.

COLL 133: Modular Origami
Generally, modular origami is an art form that uses re-

lated multiple pieces of single-paper origami — the mod-
ules — in order to create more complicated and multifacet-
ed origami pieces. Brown College senior Frasier Liljestrand 
will guide students in 
the process of creat-
ing their own works 
of modular origami 
and will also use the 
course to explain 
principles of design 
and geometry. Ad-
ditionally, the course 
will facilitate a deeper 
understanding of the 
art by exploring its 
history.

COLL 186: Introduction to Brewing
“Stand, cheer, drink more 

beer!” Brown senior Archibald 
Hampton’s college course will 
provide students with the neces-
sary knowledge and hands-on 
experience to enter the world of 
home brewing. In addition to ac-
tually producing the fermented 
beverage, students will learn 
about the basic chemical pro-
cesses, the history and culture 
of beer, and the various types 
of beers that exist. The course is 
limited to students who will be 
at least 21 years of age by the first 
day of class.

COLL 190: How to be Happy

COLL 209: Introduction to Energy
While most of the featured col-

lege courses represent a niche in-
terest in a particular subject, this 
course stands out in a different 
way — namely, in that it is a mys-
tery something similar does not 
already exist within Rice’s formal 
curriculum. “Introduction to En-
ergy” will be a three-credit-hour 
course taught by David Bates, an 
oil lawyer from the Houston com-
munity. Through interdisciplin-
ary means, the course will require 
students to think critically about 
energy and its role in modern 
society with a particular emphasis on Houston. The course aims 
to educate its students on the issues and ultimately facilitate pro-
ductive conversation on the topic of energy. The course will count 
for a letter grade, and the result will be factored into  students’  
overall GPA.

Spring Semester College Course Preview
Take a look at a sample of what students will be sharing next semester

Duncan College sophomore Zelia Rosenzweig will 
be introducing Rice students to the field of positive psy-
chology in the spring. The course will be dedicated to 
discussing and studying the scientific and practical ele-
ments of happiness. Rosenszweig also hopes to incorpo-
rate various activities such as meditation into the class 
to help students analyze the role that individuals play in 
shaping personal happiness.

“My idea for this course started with hearing that Rice 
students are ranked as the happiest college students in 
the nation,” Rosenzweig said. “What’s amazing is that 
the whole field of positive psychology is dedicated to 
studying how to make life more fulfilling.”

IllustratIons By ElEna lacEy
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What: Shepherd School Opera
presentation of Volpone
Where: Alice Pratt Brown Hall’s 
Wortham Opera Theatre
When: 7-9 p.m.
Don’t lie – you’ve thought about 
what it would be like to attend your 
own funeral to watch the reactions 
of those who came to pay you their 
last respects. However, when actu-
ally put into action (take the Dau-
phin of Huckleberry Finn or Ross 
Geller of Friends, for example) this 
scheme often leads to disastrous 
endings. This evening, the Shep-
herd School Opera and the Shep-
herd School Chamber Orchestra 
present the Texas premiere of Vol-
pone. This operatic adaptation of 
a Jacobean comedy centers on this 
very plot – what will happen when 
the avaricious nobleman, Volpone, 
decides to dupe those vying for his 
fortune by feigning deadly illness? 
This opera is intended for mature 
audiences only. Tickets are $10 for 
students.

What: The Department of Visual 
and Dramatic Arts’ Tartuffe
Where: Hamman Hall
When: Nov. 9-10 at 8 p.m., Nov. 11 
at 3 p.m. and Nov. 15-17 at 8 p.m.
What do you get when the patriarch 
of a well-to-do family is taken in by 
a charming con artist scheming to 
seduce his wife, marry his daughter 
and steal his family fortune? No, 
it’s not an episode of Gossip Girl. 
This is the premise of Moliere’s sa-
tirical comedy Tartuffe. Following 
a plot so replete with scathing reli-
gious satire, comedy and intruige, 
you’ll feel no need to feign amuse-
ment. Directed by visiting director 
and lecturer Samuel Sparks, this 
performance will run until Nov. 17. 
Be sure to buy a ticket now so you 
can be a part of the charade. Tickets 
are $5 for students, $8 for faculty 
and $10 for general admission. For 
tickets and further information, call 
713-348-PLAY.

What: The Houston Grand Opera: 
La Boheme
Where: The Wortham Theater Cen-
ter, 501 Texas St.
When: 7:30 p.m.
If you’ve grown a bit tired of dorm 
living or find yourself constantly 
complaining about your dorm’s 
drafty doors and leaky faucets, you 
will probably  benefit from check-
ing out the Houston Grand Opera’s 
performance of Giacomo Pucin-
ni’s classic La Boheme. There is 
no doubt that watching the tragic 
plight of the female protagonist, 
Mimi, and her struggle to survive in 
the squalor of 19th-century Parisian 
garrets will leave you feeling a bit 
more positive about your dorm room 
or give you material for expressing 

What: Silver Linings Playbook 
screening
Where: Museum of Fine Arts’ Low-
er Law Building
When: 7:30-9:30 p.m.
David O. Russel’s (director, The 
Fighter) most recent film, Silver 
Linings Playbook features a celeb-
rity-studded cast and is already 
an Oscar favorite. Starring Bradley 
Cooper and Jennifer Lawrence, this 
film is far from a cross-over story 
between The Hangover and The 
Hunger Games (though I for one, 
would be interested to see how The 
Hungover Games would fare at the 
box office). This comedy instead 
centers on the relationship between 
a recovering mental patient (Coo-
per) and his beguiling neighbor 
(Lawrence). However, their bud-
ding friendship is threatened but 
by the fact that he is living at home 
with is supportive but smothering 
parents. What ensues is a heartfelt 
portrait of the pains and joys of new 
beginnings. Tickets are $10 for all. 
To purchase tickets, please visit 
mfah.org/films. 

What: Spring registration
Where: Coming soon to a computer 
near you
When: 11:59 p.m.
This is it. At 11:59 p.m. on the dot, 
the newfangled ESTHER Course 
Registration Planner will be locked. 
Be sure to put in your wish list of 
classes before this time. Then sit 
back, relax and let the computer 
sort you into available classes. 
Your initial posted schedule will 
be available at 5 p.m. on the 12th. 
To add/drop and make alterations, 
you will need to do so during the 
window of your registration group. 
For more information, and to figure 
out what on earth your registration 
group is (hint: it has to do with your 
matriculation year), be sure to visit 
registrar.rice.edu.

What: A Simple Life screening
Where: Museum of Fine Arts’ Low-
er Law Building 
When: 1-3 p.m. 
Ann Hui’s 2011 film A Simple Life,  
examines what occurs when a ser-
vant to a wealthy Hong Kong fam-
ily, finds her health declining and 
chooses to remove herself from the 
very people she has dedicated 60 
years of her life to caring for. What 
she finds, however, is that those 
she has been duty-bound to care 
for also care for her. Roger Leung, 
a successful film producer and the 
boy she practically raised as her 
own, seeks her out, and their roles 
reverse. Based on real people and 
events (specifically, on the life of 
this film’s screenwriter and produc-
er, Roger Lee), this emotional film is 
sure to make you a bit misty-eyed. 
Bring tissues. Tickets are $8. To pur-
chase tickets, visit mfah.org/films.

What: “Fashion Houston,” Hous-
ton’s Fashion Week
Where: The Wortham Theater Cen-
ter, 501 Texas St.
When: Nov. 12-15, 5-11 p.m. 
Today marks the beginning of Hous-
ton’s third annual fashion week. 
So cat-walk your way down to the 
Wortham Center post-haste — with 
four nights of fashion shows featur-
ing the creations of top designers. 
This is an event that fashion-enthu-
siasts won’t want to miss. For a full 
schedule of events, visit fashion-
houston.net. Tickets start at $35. 

What: Rice Seminar on Human 
Trafficking: Houston Connections
Where: Herring Hall Room 100
When: 7-8 p.m.
You know Houston as the home of 
our beloved university and one of 
the largest cities in the U.S. A city 
full of vibrant diversity and ample 
eateries and home to NASA and a 
fantastic museum district. But do 
you know that it is one of the top 
hubs in the U.S. for human traf-
ficking? This is not a distant issue; 

every day, in Rice’s own backyard, 
hundreds of girls are held captive as 
victims of servitude. If you want to 
find out what you can do to help, be 
sure to attend Julie Walters’ (direc-
tor of Free the Captives) lecture for a 
discussion with a panel of local law 
enforcement and nongovermmental 
organizations to learn what is being 
done to combat this behind-the-
scenes crime. Admission is open to 
the Rice community.

What: “Passages for the Undocu-
mented” exhibition
Where: The EMERGEncy Room, 
Sewall Hall Room 402
When: Thursdays, 5-7 p.m., Nov. 
1-29
If you’ve ever turned in a writing as-
signment, you know the danger of 
the comma. Misplace a comma, and 
the reflexive quality of words is un-
bounded — your sentence risks be-
coming meaningless (in such cases, 
it is a good idea to argue that you 
were attempting to create Beatnik-
ian language poetry). Artist Massa 
Lemu does something quite differ-
ent with commas. His art is based 
on crafting enigmatic, punctuation-
less statements on the cardboard 
signs of panhandlers. The result is 
the creation of jarringly declarative 
statements.  

your sorrows in song. Tickets start 
at $33. For more information, visit 
houstongrandopera.org.
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CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

C a s h ,  c h e c k  o r  c r e d i t  c a r d  p ay m e n t  m u s t  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t ,  wh i ch  m u s t  b e  re ce ive d  b y  1 2  p. m .  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

classifieds@rice.edu
Wanted
TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact  832-
428-8330  and email resume to  siyengar777@
gmail.com

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING SQUARED, a pri-
vate tutorial service, needs part-time tutors 
in Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Phsyics, 
Spanish, English, Economics, and Finance. 
Flexible hours. EXCELLENT PAY. No house calls. 
Office located close to campus. 713-528-7085

Interested in tutoring middle school or 
high school students?    In this paid oppor-
tunity, currently enrolled Rice students will 
tutor students in the Houston area. For more 
information contact Sonya Ramirez: e-mail 
(sonya.ramirez@rice.edu) or phone  (713-
348-6108).

Algebra Tutor wanted for motivated high 
school freshman. Walking distance from Rice 
Campus. Call Karen 713-823-5050.

Rice professor is looking for a reliable baby-
sitter for an occasional evening out (once or 
twice a month) and possibly some day-time care 
a few times per semester. Seven-minute drive 
from campus. Please email esr@rice.edu

Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and Ener-
getic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate is $20 
to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  We provide 
all training, all training is paid, and we pay for 
travel.  Email your resume to rice-jobs@test-
masters.com.

WALK OR BIKE TO WORK. Pinewood Cafe in Her-
mann Park is hiring. Weekend cashier needed 
immediately.Email pinewoodcafe@gmail.com 
to set an appointment for an interview.Only 
happy people need apply.

Not your normal minimum wage job, check 
out www.greatcollegejob.com

Tutoring positions available.  We are looking 
for dependable, caring academic tutors to work 
with students on a one-to-one basis throughout 
the 2012-2013 school year.  Compensation is $25/
hour.  Please contact Chivonne for more infor-
mation at 713.572.3533 or email chivonneahts@
aol.com.

misclass Post your “misclass” 
on the Backpage’s 
facebook wall.

Write your “misclass” 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

Tweet your “misclass” 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass

If I have to drink beer at public parties again, 
I’m gonna be pissed.

So I guess we’re dating now. I don’t 
 really know. I was blackout.

“You have one more test, so that means you have 
another chance to blow everything up.”–Professor Gao

What king of man would I be if I chose a 
woman over a sandwich?

Retox to detox

So guys, I hear there is a Dick in the Pub.Anthony got it on with a prospie!“Need a condom man? Dem pussies gobble 
that shit up” –Football team 

“My colleague, she’s an expert on Daoist semen 
retention.” –Professor Richard Smith

Everyone knows you’re Duncan’s  
bike bitch.

“And then she finished it off with her ample 
lower end.” –Music History

The Backpage is satire written by Alex Weimheimer and Anthony Lauriello. For comments and concerns please email ajw3@rice.edu

Professor: Do you want to go up or down? 
Student: I usually prefer to go down.

This weekend the most recent James Bond film, Liver Let Die, opens in the United States. In the 
23rd film in the series, James Bond played by Daniel Craig is assigned to the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commison enforcement division with a 007 license to drink. No matter whether the 
drinks are shaken or stirred, Bond will use his suave, charm and strength to bring those who 
drink underage to justice. Like all Bond movies, Liver Let Die has plenty of:

Gadgets
Q returns in this film with plenty of cool gadgets to defeat the bad guys and bring in 

the Minor in Consumption citations. First is a modified Rolex T-9000 with an advanced 
proof counter. When Bond puts the watch over a drink, the watch displays the alcohol 
content of the beverage. Next comes a modified cigarette-breathalyzer that syncs to a 
remote computer. When someone takes a drag on the gadget, it sends the target’s Blood 
Alcohol Content to be used in any court proceedings. Finally, Bond will be outfitted with 
special Rice Goggles that will make the previously unattractive Rice students slightly less 
hideous. 

Girls
It is a known fact that James Bond provides 64 percent of middle school mastur-

batory material. This movie will feature Bond girl Evelyn Clear in addition to the 
exotic Gloria Keg who will either die in a terrible manner or turn out to be an evil 
double agent after which she will die in terrible manner.

Vehicles
What would James Bond be without the awesome vehicles? In Liver 

Let Die, Bond will drive a modified Rice Emergency Medical Servives 
truck with a reinforced gurney to hold seven of even the most overweight 
drunks, a modified high-powered engine and an oil slick to stop other 
emergency vehicles carrying patients with more important medical con-
ditions. The movie also features a submarine because every Bond movie 
features a submarine no matter how tangential to the plot. 

Liver Let Die
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