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Controversy surrounds 11 NOD transports
by Joey Capparella

Thresher StaFF

Wiess College’s annual Night of 
Decadence garnered attention beyond 
the hedges this year when outside news 
reports claimed 11 students were trans-
ported to the hospital on the night of 
the party.

The Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission is also launching an investi-
gation into whether the vendor that 
served beer at NOD followed rules and 
good practices to ensure those served 
were of drinking age, according to Lt. 
Tana Travis, supervisor on the case. 

ELEVEN TRANSPORTS
This number of transports was con-

firmed by Rice Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Director Lisa Basgall.

Not all of the 11 hospital transports 
of the night were directly related to 
NOD, Basgall said.

“There were 11 ambulance trans-
ports during NOD, but one of them was 
not related to the party,” Basgall said. 
“There just happened to be a non-alco-
hol-related medical emergency during 
that same time period.”

Chief of Rice University Police De-
partment Johnny Whitehead said most 
of the cases occurred between approxi-
mately 12:30 a.m and 1:30 a.m.

“One of the challenges of this year’s 
NOD was that there were a lot of pa-
tients at the same time,” Basgall said.

Basgall said there were 24 REMS 
staff members on duty and that they 
were set up in a classroom at Wiess 
serving as a first-aid room. Basgall also 
said two trained professional EMS phy-
sicians were on the scene.

According to Basgall, REMS cared 
for 32 patients total in the first-aid room 
over the course of the night, in which 
they assessed patients to determine 
whether to send them to caregivers, 
back to their college or to the hospital.

Basgall said the main concern for 
intoxication cases is obstruction of the 
airway.

“If they can’t lean over a trash can 
on their own or cough and clear their 
throat, they could be lying on their 
back somewhere vomiting, and this 
could cause an airway problem that 
could cause death,” Basgall said. 
“That’s why people need to go to the 
hospital.”

According to Basgall, if EMS deter-
mines that a patient must be sent to a 
hospital, the hospital would primarily 
be monitoring the patient to ensure 
that he or she can maintain his or her 
own airway. Basgall said that the type 
of monitoring done in the hospital is 
not within the scope of practice of ei-
ther REMS or caregivers.

One of the head caregivers for NOD, 
Adeola Adegabi, said all caregivers are 

trained to deal with patients in danger 
of choking on their own vomit.

“All the caregivers on-duty had 
been trained prior to the event to know 
what to do if that was the case,” Ad-
egabi, a Wiess College sophomore, 
said. “If it got to the point that we had 
to question the safety of the person we 
were helping, we could call REMS who 
was just a minute away.”

On Oct. 31, hundreds of Rice students ran through campus covered in nothing but shaving 
cream as part of the 37-year old tradition that is Baker 13. The Halloween run is traditionally 
one of the biggest runs of the year.

Baker 13 caps off eventful  
Halloween week at Rice

#  NOD
# of patients EMS cared
for at NOD:                                 32
# of REMS staff on duty:              
# of RUPD officers:                       14
# of private ambulances hired:           3
# of HFD ambulances used:                6
# of student arrests, 2012:            0
# of student arrests, 2011:             
# of student arrests, 2010:                  2
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24

State of student-run businesses’ appeal up in the air
by Nicole Zhao

News Editor

In response to the requests 
made by student-run businesses to 
eliminate their rental and adminis-
trative fees on Oct. 24, Dean of Un-
dergraduates John Hutchinson said 
the university would consider the 

requests as part of the university’s 
annual budgetary analysis and al-
location process.

Hutchinson said the budget en-
hancement requests made by the 
SRBs were reasonable but would 
have to be considered in competition 
with other resources and requests re-
quiring university funding. 

“There’s not just money lying 
around that I’m going to decide 
‘yes’ or ‘no’ to give them the mon-
ey,” Hutchinson said. “We have a 
process by which we analyze all 
budget requests. [This is] one of 
dozens of such requests that we get 
from students in ways they would 
like us to enhance their experienc-

es here. I have to consider them all 
in competition with each other.”

The Hoot Marketing Manager 
Helene Dick said she hopes the 
university recognizes and supports 
SRB’s current impact on the Rice 
community, as well as its growing 
potential.

Staff ques-
tion drop in 
Rice’s sex 
health rank

by Brooke Bullock
News Editor

Following Consent is Sexy Week 
and released just before Night Of 
Decadence, Trojan Sexual Health 
Report Card dropped Rice University 
from No. 48 in 2011 to No. 65 in 2012. 

“The Trojan Sexual Health Re-
port Card is an annual ranking of 
the sexual health resources and in-
formation available to students on 
campuses nationwide,” the Trojan 
Sexual Health Report Card press re-
lease states.

141 schools were graded on 11 
categories, including health center 
operational hours, condom avail-
ability, HIV and STI testing availabil-
ity and website usability and quality, 
according to the press release. 

Director of the Wellness Cen-
ter Emily Page said she doubts the 
scientific method and accuracy of 
the survey because neither she nor 
Director of Health Services Dr. Mark 
Jenkins were contacted. 

“Jenkins contacted me when the 
ranking was released and said he 
had not been contacted,” Page said. 
“When I had seen the survey two 
years ago, I was trying to search for 
how [the researchers] got their info. 
I think [the researchers] are just get-
ting whoever they can get.”

Jenkins said he checked whether 
anyone else in Health Services had 
been contacted by the researchers, 
but no one had spoken to Trojan’s 
researchers. Since no one at Rice was 
contacted, it is hard to tell how accu-
rate the ranking is, Jenkins said. 

Trojan used a separate research 
firm, Sperling’s BestPlaces, to pre-
pare its Sexual Health Report Card. 

“Sperling’s BestPlaces research-
ers collected extensive data via stu-
dent health center representatives, 
along with follow-up secondary re-
search on those centers and students 
on campus,” the press release states.

Head Rice Health Advisor Chris 
Keller said he was initially shocked 
by the ranking, but after investiga-
tion did not put much faith in the 
survey’s methods.

“Of course, it’s alarming at first: 
We were No. 24 in 2010, then No. 
48 in 2011, and now we’re No. 65,” 
Keller, a Jones College senior, said. 
“Then I looked at the methodol-
ogy, and it says that they contacted 
health center representatives. When 
I asked around, no one at the Well-
ness Center said they had been con-
tacted, and no one at Health Services 
said they had been contacted.” 

Keller said that neither he nor 
fellow Head RHA Jenny Wan were 
contacted.

0see NOD, page 5

Sports                                     p. 15

Knocked out
Rice Women’s Soccer lost in the first round 
of the C-USA tournament 3-1 against SMU, 
knocking them out of the tournament.

Op-Ed                                    p. 2

You’ve got mail
A student questions how sweatpants af-
fect a student’s ability to do well in class.

Voter’s Guide 

The presidential elections are just four 
days away. Check out the Voter’s Guide 
to find out where to vote on Rice campus. 
To get the know-how to be well-informed 
when the time comes, read the summa-
ries of referendums, propositions and 
local and presidential candidates. 

Save the Metro
Learn why voting no on the General 
Mobility Program supports public 
transportation. 

Honkytonk Time

Duncan’s annual dry party, Duncstep, is this 
Saturday at 10 p.m. Get moving to the Boot 
Scootin’ Boogie.

Features                                    p. 7

Know your rights
Read on to learn what happens after receiv-
ing a citation from an RUPD officer.

A&E                                          p. 18

Do not leave unattended
Hanszen and Brown collaborate on The 
Drowsy Chaperone showing tonight, tomor-
row and Nov. 8-10 at 8 p.m. 

0see Trojan, page 4 0see SRBs, page 6
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NOD shows 
need for EMS 
and drinking 

changes
The fact that 11 students were sent to 

the hospital after Night of Decadence 
for alcohol poisoning is deplorable, 
and it should prompt a reconsideration 
of Rice’s drinking culture and medical 
safety systems. Last weekend’s events 
make it clear that the student body 
needs to make changes to limit the 
number of transports in the future. 

First and foremost, students need 
to stop drinking such high quantities 
of alcohol. NOD’s historical notori-
ety gives it a lot of hype, but realisti-
cally, it is not much different than most 
other public parties; it should not gar-
ner such high expectations. Students 
should never feel like they need to 
get especially drunk for NOD. If stu-
dents are not comfortable at NOD, they 
should either wear more clothes or do 
something else – students should never 
put themselves in a situation in which 
they feel they need to drink to the point 
of illness. 

Drinking your way to the hospital is 
not appropriate for adults after college, 
and it should not happen in college, ei-
ther. Students need to take responsibil-
ity for their mistakes and learn to apply 
their experiences to help form a health-
ier drinking culture. Rice students are 
lucky to have such a lenient, student-
oriented alcohol policy. Especially since 
the hard-liquor ban has been lifted, 
students should not abuse their right 
to drink on campus. One way colleges 
might regulate student drinking before 
university-wide public parties is to host 
small pre-parties to make sure students 
are drinking transparently and respon-
sibly – and not downing hard liquor 
in their private rooms. Regardless of 
what is done to remedy binge drinking 
at Rice, any time a situation like this 
occurs and is reported by the general 
media – often in an inflammatory man-
ner – Rice’s reputation is tarnished, 
and we as a student body are ridiculing 
the respect the administration has ex-
tended toward us with such a trusting  
alcohol policy.

The other issue surrounding the 
transports is communication between 
Rice Emergency Medical Services and 
university-trained student caregivers. 
It is appropriate for REMS to err on the 
side of caution, especially in the case 
of alcohol poisoning. At the same time, 
REMS should only transport students 
who are seriously ill, not just to ensure 
that someone responsible is watching 
them. Speculation of frivolous trans-
ports by REMS is present on campus, 
and whether it is true or not, people 
may become more hesitant to call REMS 
if they think they may be unnecessar-
ily hospitalized. The situation is not an 
easy one for REMS, but it is important 
that students who can be cared for on 
campus are not transported. 

The Rice community can provide stu-
dent volunteers to stay with someone 
who is sick after REMS has seen them 
– in fact, that is precisely what student 
caregivers are qualified to do. Students 
who may not be in need of intubation 
or a respirator should not tie up Hous-
ton’s resources or fill hospital space 
just to be babysat. A system of student 
caregivers exists at every college, and 
volunteers are always available dur-

ing public parties to make sure vom-
iting students are OK. These student 
support systems should be utilized 
more. Communication between these 
student systems and REMS should be 
increased to decrease the number of 
potentially unnecessary transports. 
The last thing anyone wants is for 
students to call REMS less because 
they think they will be sent across  
the street. 

The aftermath of NOD should teach 
students about how ludicrous some as-
pects of our drinking culture are – like 
getting wasted for a particular party 
– and push the importance of upper-
classmen setting positive examples and 
of college-wide efforts to reduce binge 
drinking. It should also make the cam-
pus aware of issues within our emer-
gency medical protocol and aware that 
structures within the university for tak-
ing care of fellow students may need to 
be used to give sick students the care 
they need on campus instead of send-
ing them to the hospital. 

It is not REMS’ fault that 11 students 
got drunk enough to get sent to the hos-
pital, but REMS does need to be more 
rigorous in deciding whether a student 
seriously needs to be hospitalized.
However, despite the bad press and the 
embarrassment associated with having 
11 students from one university hos-
pitalized in one night, it is infinitely 
preferable to one student dying, and 
everything that happened last Saturday 
was done to protect students. Wiess 
College’s socials ensured the party was 
well-staffed and prepared for anything 
to keep students safe. 

While the system needs tweaking, it 
is one that works to ensure the safety 
of students. As students, we need to 
make efforts to alter our drinking cul-
ture and campus medical systems 
protocol to reduce transports; how-
ever, NOD 2012, more so than anything 
else, has proven student safety is still  
Rice’s priority. 

Endorsements
The Rice Thresher endorses City of 

Houston Proposition B, the issuance 
of $166 million in park improvement 
bonds. This would connect parks and 
trails along the bayous, improving 
spaces near campus and apartments 
that off-campus students frequently in-
habit. Houston would have more trails 
than any other city in the United States 
and become a better place to work and 
live. The fact that it would do this with-
out any tax increase earns Propositon B 
our enthusiastic support.

Our stong support for Propositon B   is 
coupled with our strong rejection of the 
Metro Referendum Election. If passed, 
this bill would divert money away from 
Houston METRO, to the detriment of 
Houston’s public transit system. Not 
only do we feel that naming the refen-
dum METRO is both cynical and mis-
leading, we also feel it serves as  a dan-
gerous precedent for the city to raid its 
long-term investments in order to cover 
short-term costs. Houston needs public 
transportation to grow as one of Amer-
ica’s premier cities, and the Rice com-
munity in particular would benefit from 
METRO’s expansion in that it would 
make it easier for students, faculty 
and staff to get transportation around  
the city.

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.
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Yes, I am more likely 
now to vote for Obama

No, I still plan on voting 
for Romney

Yes, I am more likely 
now to vote for Romney

No, I still plan on voting 
for Obama

Have the recent presidential debates changed 
your mind about who you will vote for?

8%

No, I do not intend on 
voting

9%

Last Week’s Online Poll Results:

17%

55%

11%

Total number of responses: 279

“I was one day from retirement, one day.”

The Rice Thresher, the official student 
newspaper at Rice University since 1916, is 
published each Friday during the school 
year, except during examination periods 
and holidays, by the students of Rice 
University.

Letters to the Editor must be received by  5 
p.m. the Monday prior to publication and 
must be signed, including college and 
year if the writer is a Rice student.  Letters 
should not exceed 250 words in length.  The 
Thresher reserves the rights to edit letters 
for content and length and to place letters 
on our Web site.

 

Editorial and business offices are located on 
the second floor of the Ley Student Center:

6100 Main St., MS-524
Houston, TX 77005-1892
Phone (713) 348-4801
Fax (713) 348-5238
Email: thresher@rice.edu
Website: www.ricethresher.org

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All 
other opinion pieces represent solely the 
opinion of the piece’s author.
The Thresher is a member of the ACP, TIPA 
and CNBAM Just loco. 
© Copyright 2012
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Rice students love METRORail. It is quick 
and easy to use, and it connects us to numer-
ous art, culture, dining, entertainment, em-
ployment and recreation destinations. The 
principal complaint I’ve heard is that it simply 
doesn’t go enough places. On Election Day, 
Houston-area voters will have an opportunity 
to ensure that METRO’s rail expansion pro-
gram will continue and that a robust local and 
express bus system will support it.

Those of us registered to vote at Rice (or 
elsewhere in the METRO service area) will find 
a question on the ballot this November ask-
ing whether we support something called the 
General Mobility Program. Most people prob-
ably agree that, in general, mobility is a con-
cept worthy of support. However, there is more 
to this question than meets the eye. General 
Mobility, in fact, is the main reason Houston 
continues to have an inadequate transit sys-
tem for a city of its size. Allow me to explain.

The majority of the funding METRO re-
ceives for the operation and expansion of its 
system of buses, trains, high-occupancy ve-
hicle lanes, vanpools and paratransit services 
comes from a 1 percent sales tax levied within 
its service area. Since 1978, a quarter of that 
percent has been set aside for the city, county 
and smaller cities in the service area to spend 
on roads, the justification being that it would 
help them maintain the curb lanes used by 
METRO’s buses. Over the years, however, this 
General Mobility Program has become a slush 
fund for those jurisdictions, going to projects 
like neighborhood street paving that have lit-
tle bearing on regional mobility.

The bizarre part is that the METRO board of 
directors, the nine-person body appointed by 
the member jurisdictions to govern the agency, 
is promoting the passage of the General Mobil-
ity ballot measure as the way forward for the 
agency. Its argument is that the new GMP we 
are being asked to support will only divert 19 
percent of the sales tax revenue over 10 years 
rather than the current 25 percent.

The bottom line is this: METRORail expan-
sion, including the critical east-west connec-
tion to Greenway Plaza and the Galleria area 
known as the University Line, will grind to 
a halt if this referendum passes. There will 
be no meaningful expansion of Park & Ride 
or local bus service. Houston will be stuck 
with an inadequate transit system for the  
foreseeable future. 

METRO’s long-term expansion plans in-
clude extending light-rail service to dozens 
more neighborhoods, job centers and desti-
nations, including both airports. Improved 
local and rapid bus service would fill in the 
gaps, freeing hundreds of thousands of Hous-
tonians from traffic, gas and parking. Join me 
in voting against the METRO ballot item so a 
more livable, transit-friendly Houston can be-
come a reality.

    
                James Llamas is a  

Jones College graduate class of 2012.

Centennial spectacle expresses 
what it means to be a Rice student

Vote NO to METRO, be pro-transit

James Llamas

METRORail expansion, 
including the critical east-
west connection to Green-
way Plaza and the Galleria 
area known as the University 
Line, will grind to a halt if 
this referendum passes.

There are moments in life when we do 
not fully understand the magnitude of re-
sponsibility we have. Understanding can in-
crease with awareness of the past – the peo-
ple who explored, created, discovered and 
did before. Watching three of the Spectacle 
showings during Centennial, I understood 
what it means to be a Rice student.

From its opening with the flying owl to 
its “future” segment with flowing waves 
and student interviews, the Spectacle left 
me in awe all three times I watched it. Un-
like some of the alumni standing behind 
me, I did not cry, for I have only been here 
for two months, but I still found myself 
moved. As the images of those involved in 
Rice’s past sprung up, I saw that they had 
done extraordinarily great things. Whether 
those extraordinarily great things were sci-
entific or athletic, they all pulled together 
into one history. 

Standing there, I realized the responsi-
bility I have as a Rice student to continue 
that tradition. I realized the responsibility 
I have as a Rice student to positively impact 
the world in some way. I realized the respon-
sibility I have as a Rice student to somehow 
fill up the waves in the “future” portion.

All of us here at Rice are receiving a su-
perb education and are at the forefront of op-
portunity. We should not let that education 

remain only within ourselves. We should 
free it, allowing it to spread its wings. We 
should embrace the chances we have to use 
our given opportunities to make opportuni-
ties for others so that in 100 years, not only 
will Rice have even more to be proud of, but 
also, the world will have more to be proud 
of. 

But how? The truth is that most of us will 
not find the cure for cancer, finish discov-
ering the secrets of the universe or develop 
new and innovative surgical techniques. 
But that is ok, because in truth, big, ben-
eficial changes to society are, upon closer 
inspection, the merging of countless little 
things. Making a difference can be as sim-
ple as making cards and bracelets for sick, 
hospitalized children. Making a difference 
can be as simple as serving food at a home-
less shelter. Making a difference can be as 
simple as explaining a rhetorical device to a 
middle school student. 

Individuals have their own ways of 
positively changing society based on their 
unique talents and interests. Figuring 
out what takes  longer for some than oth-
ers. Some of us already know how we will 
change society and are out there taking 
charge. Some of us are simply experiment-
ing. Some of us have yet to begin exploring 
our options. Personally, I know my way is 
going to involve writing in some shape or 
form. I also know I should keep my options 
open, as I think we all should. 

A closer look revealed that the waves 
were actually made of millions of little par-
ticles. We, the students of Rice University, 
are the particles, and changing the world is  
our wave. 

    
                Tina Nazerian is a  

McMurtry College freshman.

Tina Nazerian

Letter to the editor
To the editor:

Last week’s “Fashion Gaze” column (Oct. 26, 
2012) gave me a bit to think about. I appreciate its 
purpose as stated in the second paragraph:

“This weekly column will feature easy ways 
to integrate some style into your closet without 
taking too much time away from your organic 
chemistry problem sets or too much money out 
of your late-night Domino’s Pizza fund.”

However, the column does not go on to give 
trend reports or advice about how to find good 
clothing deals as one would expect. Instead, the 
authors go on to shame Rice students for their 
choice of clothing and imply that students who 
don’t dress “well” are somehow worse students 
than their peers, as shown in the quote below:

“But, whether intentionally or not, your 
wardrobe communicates something about you 
personally and, more to the point, academically.”

The authors first make the point that certain 
events have certain clothing requirements. The 
example given is a formal concert at the Shep-
herd School of Music. I agree with the authors 
that, in this setting, there is a certain style of 
dress that is expected and that blatantly break-
ing this norm is distracting to both the audience 
and the performers.

The next point brought up (and the main pur-
pose of the column) is the lack of “professional-
ism” that Rice students display in the clothing 
they wear to class. The authors seem to be trying 
to draw a parallel where none exists. There is no 
norm that students dress professionally for class. 
That is not a trend. Perhaps the authors recognize 
this because, rather than informing students that 
their clothing choices are disruptive (which they 
are not), the authors go on to try to convince stu-
dents why they should dress “well.”

“Wearing pajamas to class communicates 
contempt both for your professors’ time and for 
the subject they teach.” 

I disagree. Dressing “poorly” communicates 
nothing about my devotion to a particular class. 
The most powerful communicators of  “contempt 
both for your professors’ time and for the subject 
they teach” are things like failing to pay attention 
during class, turning in shoddy work (or no work 
at all) or not preparing appropriately for exams. 
The pants I wear to my 9 a.m. class do not affect 
my ability to take notes, participate in discussion 
or solve a problem.

“Why not take the extra 30 seconds to put on 
a pair of real pants rather than just rolling out of 

bed and plopping down in your seat for class?” I 
will respond with another question: Why should 
I be obligated to take those extra 30 seconds 
(which could translate to a bagel or coffee in the 
morning) if I don’t want to? If I’m going to a set-
ting where the benefits of my experience are de-
termined by my participation in class, the quality 
of my homework assignments and my prepared-
ness for exams, why does the fact that my pants 
have a zipper and pockets mean that I am a  
better student?

“What we are getting at is that unless you are 
going for a workout, are currently working out or 
are returning from a workout, you should not be 
wearing exercise clothes. While choosing to do 
so is not as disrespectful as walking around in 
pajamas, exercise attire is purposed attire and is 
therefore inappropriate in the classroom.”

Whom am I disrespecting by cavorting around 
campus in my flannel pajama pants? My fellow 
students, who have the right to see me dressed 
as they would please rather than as I would 
please? The professors, who have spent years 
in academia so that they can be entitled to see 
only “well-dressed” people in their daily lives? 
William Marsh Rice, who originally founded this 
university as the Institute for the Advancement 
of Zippered Pants and Shirts That Have Buttons?

I would argue that, though exercise clothes 
are suitable for things like running and biking, 
that does not mean that they are unsuitable for 
anything else. That “sensible black dress and 
heels” mentioned in the third paragraph is cer-
tainly appropriate for a formal concert – but I 
doubt that the authors or anybody else would 
say it was appropriate for class. Are we also to be 
discouraged from wearing cowboy boots if we’re 
not on a ranch? From wearing scarves when it’s 
not cold out? From wearing just our underwear 
to a party?

I fully support the Thresher running a weekly 
fashion column that discusses trends, points stu-
dents to inexpensive clothing options or features 
creative outfits from Rice students. However, I do 
not think that a column chastising students for 
wearing gym shorts to class will do anything to 
change our norms, nor do I think there is any 
reason we need to change our norms. Those who 
want to wear sweatpants will wear sweatpants, 
and those who do not, will not. 

Sarah Frazier is a
Brown College sophomore.

thresher-ops@rice.edu

Party Patrol

Wiess’ NODtendo

Rating Categories Thresher 
Staff

Opinion

PRIVATE PARTIES
A-

INTANGIBLES
Perceived security, alcohol safety, accesibil-

ity, anything else that affected the night
B+

B+

B+

B-

Student
 Body* 

Opinion

C+

B-

A

A

A-

ATMOSPHERE
Theme, costume participation, decor

OVERALL GRADE

MUSIC/DANCING
People getting freaky?

“So much skin, cleavage and makey-outties.”

“Wiess did what it could to keep students 
safe. It can’t be held responsible for the 
reckless actions of the few. Too bad the DJ 
was terrible.”

“Dem titties.”

“The pancakes were delicious. Good idea.”

“It was really cool, fun and unique. The 
theme was great and the castle entrance 
was executed perfectly. Not everyone had 
a good time though.”

“Can’t blame Wiess for all the transports, 
as security was great, but the music was so 
bad.”

“Completely overhyped.”

“I don’t want any bagels at 10 p.m.”

“Peach’s castle was amazing,”

“NOD security reminded me of airport 
TSA.”

“I thought the private parties were lame.” 

*Based on a poll of 126 undergraduate students
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Thresher Staff

Rice University students craving healthy late-
night food options may now have a venue to sati-
ate that hunger: Smooth Eats, a new late-night 
food venture selling smoothies and sandwiches, 
will hold its second trial night in the next cou-
ple of weeks, according to founders McMurtry 
College senior Tolu Akinwumi, Martel College 
junior Melissa Teng and Wiess College junior 
Sophie Xu. 

Smooth Eats maintains a Facebook page to 
update Rice students on its plans since they have 
no permanent location during their trial period, 
the founders said.

Smooth Eats sells fresh, handmade sand-
wiches and smoothies made of natural ingre-
dients, Akinwumi said. For the first trial night 
held in Baker Commons on Oct. 16, 2012, Xu and 
Teng prepared the food according to the orders 
received, while Akinwumi delivered to the re-
quested locations on campus. 

Akinwumi said he, Teng and Xu plan to give 
student groups in need of a way to fundraise for 
their projects the opportunity to run Smooth 
Eats themselves for a guaranteed profit each 
night. For example, a club might be interested in 
raising $500, and because it knows for sure that 
it will earn a predetermined amount of money 
each night, it can request to run Smooth Eats for 
the number of nights necessary to raise $500.

No matter how much money Smooth Eats 
may bring in for one night, Teng said, the stu-
dent group running Smooth Eats for that night 
will receive a pre-determined, guaranteed profit. 
Leftover profit, Teng said, will go toward future 
Smooth Eats operations.

Teng said she, Xu and Akinwumi began 
Smooth Eats for the class COLL 207: Launch-
Entrepreneurship, taught by adjunct professors 
Bryan Hassin (Lovett ’01, ’02) and Paul Thomas 
(Sid Richardson ’99). According to Teng, the 
class is primarily for those interested in entre-
preneurship. 

Teng said she and her COLL 207 classmates 
pitched project ideas, then formed groups and 
each chose how to approach the ideas. 

Akinwumi said he and his teammates re-
searched ideas to see what might work as an en-
trepreneurial venture at Rice, and Smooth Eats 
is what grew from their research.

“[Smooth Eats] is not our final project,” Akin-
wumi said. “It’s a work in progress.”

Xu said orders can be placed by on a Google 
document on their Facebook page or by text to a 
phone number, also listed on the Facebook page.

According to Akinwumi, they completed 
20 orders in one-and-a-half hours before 
running out of fruit for the smoothies at 
11:30 p.m. In addition, Akinwumi said, they 
had underestimated the amount of interest 
in Smooth Eats’ menu.

“We couldn’t take all the orders we received 
because we didn’t have enough people to answer 
all of them,” Teng said.  “We didn’t think we’d 
get that many customers.”

Xu said that by the end of the first night, they 
had made a profit of $30 after some deductions 
due to spillage and logistical problems. She said 
they are encouraged by the positive reception 
from students so far.

“We know there’s a demand for it because 
we’ve received requests even after the first night 
without any additional marketing,” Xu said. “It 
motivates us to keep this venture running.”

According to Xu, they will be making a few 
changes for the second trial night, including a 
debit/credit payment option. In addition, Xu 
said, Smooth Eats will likely stop deliveries to 
dorm rooms due to difficulties finding rooms 
and using elevators. Instead, they are consid-
ering delivering to each college’s commons.

McMurtry College senior Joseph Vento said 
Smooth Eats looks like a great idea that could 
potentially be a tool for streamlining the fund-
raising process for clubs at Rice.

“The trick will be in setting the sales thresh-
old so that both Smooth Eats and the student 
clubs will earn profit,” Vento said.

Teng said they do not necessarily intend for 
Smooth Eats to be an established student-run 
business. She said Smooth Eats is more like a 
startup.

“You can’t predict where a startup goes,” 
Teng said.

Director of the Women’s Resource Center Kori 
Bertun said there were no substantial changes in 
sexual health programming at Rice over the past 
year that would cause the ranking to decrease. 

Bertun said if Health Services would begin 
offering emergency contraceptives again, it may 
improve rankings. 

According to Jenkins, Health Services no 
longer offers emergency contraceptives because 
state law made them available over the counter 
24 hours a day at any pharmacy. Health Services 
would have to hold a pharmacy license to offer 
emergency contraceptives, which is not a possi-
bility for Health Services, Jenkins said. 

The Wellness Center, Health Services and 
RHAs all continue to offer free condoms and con-
traceptive advice to students, Keller said. 

Another problem Bertun said may exist is a 
lack of students using the resources provided. 

“In general, we need to reach out to students 
who don’t know about [sexual health],” Ber-
tun said. “Some students are coming to college 
from Texas public schools, where they teach 
abstinence-only programs, and others know a lot 
more. We need to be more cognizant of the differ-
ent levels of knowledge.”

Keller said he thought Rice students were well-
educated on sexual health and that, as an RHA, 
he tended to get more relationship-oriented ques-

tions than sexual health-related questions. 
“The survey didn’t look as much into the re-

lationship aspect of sexual health,” Keller said. 
“[The survey] focused more on sexual health and 
not sexual wellbeing.”

Jones freshman Adeene Denton said the RHAs 
are helpful sources for advice but that sexual 
health is not a popular topic. 

“[Sexual health resources] are just something 
that’s hard to make accessible,” Denton said. “It’s 
awkward, and people don’t really want to talk 
about it.”

Martel College senior and Wellness Center in-
tern Devon Morera said students not reaching out 
may be caused by a certain mentality here at Rice. 

“A lot of Rice students don’t think about sexu-
al health very much,” Morera said. “There are ste-
reotypes of relationships at Rice – either you’re in 
a long-term relationship, only hooking up or are 
perpetually single, so students don’t think sexual 
health is important … We want students to take 
advantage of resources on campus and be aware 
of how important sexual health is.” 

Jenkins said he thought the Rice student body 
was fairly proactive about sexual health and that 
Health Services receives well-informed questions 
from students. 

“I think from the range of questions we get 
and the number of people we have coming in, 
we have a knowledgeable student population,” 
Jenkins said. “I think we have a proactive commu-
nity. I think it does help us do our job well in that 
we have an informed student body.”

Smooth Eats runs trial nights 0TROJAN
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Former REMS In-Charge Jenny Groover said 
she believes REMS pressures students into being 
transported to the hospital because REMS feels it is 
more liable if the patient is not transported.

“Several Rice students have definitely been re-
luctantly and unnecessarily transported by ambu-
lance to the hospital because they felt compelled 
by REMS,” Groover, a Jones College senior, said.

Groover said that life-threateningly intoxicated 
patients would likely be intubated and put on a 
respirator. The patients would then likely have to 
stay in the hospital for 24 hours after being taken 
off the respirator, according to Groover.

“If an intoxicated patient was released after a 
few hours, chances are either no treatments were 
done, the patient was watched among many other 
patients as the student sobered up, or IV fluids 
were given,” Groover said.

All 11 students were released from hospitals 
within a few hours and were back on campus by 
Sunday morning, according to Dean of Undergrad-
uates John Hutchinson.

Groover, who quit her position at REMS be-
cause of disagreements with the organization’s 
leadership practices, now works for a Houston 
911 ambulance agency, where she says there is no 
pressuring of single patients to take an ambulance 
to the hospital.

“From a stubbed toe to a heart attack, all EMS 
teams always recommend an ambulance because 
it’s the safest mode of transport to a hospital,” 
Groover said. “In the real world, the liability is the 
same once the patient signs witnessed release of 
liability waivers, regardless of how much the pa-
tient was or was not pressured. There is a differ-
ence between informing patients of their best op-
tions and constant pressuring.”

Basgall said REMS does provide students with 
this choice.

“We make our best judgment whether they are 
able to walk without assistance, if they can talk, 
and if they’re not vomiting,” Basgall said. “If they 
can do all of these things and they are oriented and 
responsible for themselves, then we offer them a 
refusal of EMS care.”

Hutchinson said the administration has begun 
an investigation into each of the 10 alcohol-related 
transport cases with help from the college masters.

“One of the things that we know from feed-
back is that all of the students who required trans-
port had consumed alcohol prior to the event,” 
Hutchinson said. 

 
NEXT STEPS

Hutchinson said he could not comment on 
any possible policy changes until the investiga-
tions into the individual cases were completed. 

Hutchinson said he hopes investigations will 
be completed within the next week.

“The problem that we are concerned about 
is a lack of healthy behavior on the parts of our 
students,” Hutchinson said. “The party itself 
was extremely well-organized and quite safe. 
Rather, it’s [other] events prior to the event, 
where students are choosing to [consume al-
cohol] in privacy and possibly in violation of 
policy. The focus of our attention needs to be on 
those areas.”

Hutchinson said respect is is a key factor in de-
termining  the alcohol policy’s success.

“It is imperative that students respect the 
policy and abide by it,” Hutchinson said. “If they 
don’t respect it, then the policy fails and it must be 
replaced.”

HOUSTON FIRE DEPT. RESOURCES
Whitehead also cited a problem surrounding 

the use of Houston Fire Department resources. 
Whitehead said that, of the 10 patients trans-

ported from NOD, six were transported by HFD 
ambulances that had to be called due to the num-
ber of transports occurring at one time. 

Four were transported by the three private 
Aemstar ambulances that had been hired for the 
party, Whitehead said.

HFD supplied four Basic Life Support ambu-
lances, two Advanced Life Support ambulances, 
one paramedic squad, one engine, one ladder 
truck, two EMS supervisors and two EMS chiefs, 
according to HFD Captain Scott Shaunfield of HFD 
Station 33, who was on duty the night of NOD. 

Shaunfield said HFD is always willing to to 
help when needed but cited the importance of re-
source organization.

“Obviously, units can’t be in two places at the 
same time,” Shaunfield said. “This is the nature of 
our business, and resource management is some-
thing that we are always aware of.”

RUPD Captain Clemente Rodriguez said over-
use of these resources could burden the city.

“You would hope that we could minimize the 
impact on the city’s resources and that the stu-
dents would take that into consideration,” Ro-
driguez said. “When it’s something that could be 
controlled by just making better decisions, you’d 
like to see that happen so that we didn’t have to 
call those ambulances.”

Hutchinson also said that this issue was impor-
tant for students to think about.

“One of the things that I hope our students un-
derstand is that while we want to make sure that 
they are cared for once they get into medical dif-
ficulty, by making poor choices, they impose on a 
lot of people,” Hutchinson said. “They consume 
a lot of resources, they take a lot of people’s time, 
and that needs to be discouraged.”

MEDIA COVERAGE
The large number of ambulance transports at 

one time caught the attention of local media, ac-
cording to Senior Director of News and Media Rela-
tions B.J. Almond.

“At one point early Sunday morning, we had 
a news helicopter flying over campus,” Almond 
said. “News crews usually have to go through the 
News and Media Relations office, but we didn’t 
even know about it until Captain Rodriguez called 
me saying that there was a helicopter above on 
Sunday morning around 1:30 a.m. Then we started 
getting requests for a statement.”

Wiess president David Payne said there had 
been some concern at Wiess over reporters coming 
on campus.

“There was a reporter who came onto campus 
during NOD, and he wasn’t supposed to be there,” 
Payne, a senior, said. “He never made it inside of 
Wiess because he was quickly stopped by RUPD 
and student security.”

Several local media outlets began reporting on 
the story beginning on Sunday. On Monday, the 
Huffington Post ran a story with the headline, “11 
Rice University Students Hospitalized Following 
‘Night Of Decadence’ Mega-Party.”

Brown College sophomore Elena Rodriguez 
said she thought these news reports portrayed the 
situation unfairly.

“The news reports make it seem like the ad-
ministration is allowing this to happen, but it ac-
tually happens because systems like EMS exist, 
which is a good thing,” Elena Rodriguez said. “At 
bigger state schools, I don’t even know what they 
do in these kinds of situations. It’s annoying that 

the news profiled us when we are so much safer 
than state schools.”

Almond said Rice does not coordinate student 
interviews on campus because students do not 
have the authority to speak on behalf of the uni-
versity.

However, Almond said Rice could not stop the 
news crews from talking to students on public 
property, such as on the Outer Loop, which is tech-
nically public property.

Despite the negative media attention, Hanszen 
College senior Sam Stein said he was glad to hear 
that students put safety above all else.

“I think it’s good that we were conservative in 
calling ambulances rather than the alternative,” 
Stein said. “It’s better than walking your friend 
back to their room and pretending that nothing 
bad happened.”

Whitehead said it was important to focus on 
the positive.

“I don’t think any of us are happy about the 10 
students transported to the hospital, but let’s not 
lose sight of the 1,000-plus kids who had a good 
time, were well-behaved and got home safely,” 
Whitehead said.

NOD SECURITY
Clemente Rodriguez said that, from an overall 

security perspective, NOD was a success.
“No county citations were issued, no criminal 

arrests, no other referrals for any other incidents 
except for public intoxication,” Clemente Rodri-
guez said. “The students were well-behaved.”

In 2011 one student was arrested, and in 2010 
two students were arrested at NOD (see “1,400 stu-
dents bare all at NOD,” Nov. 2, 2011).

Payne said the party was well-organized.
“Security, caregivers, even partygoers did a 

great job getting their friends help when needed,” 
Payne said. “It was a collaborative effort between 
students, RUPD and [REMS].”

Hutchinson agreed that the party was run well, 
but also said that the high number of transports 
was disappointing given the relatively few alcohol-
related incidents that have occurred during the 
academic year thus far.

“Prior to this last weekend, we had been hav-
ing a good year,” Hutchinson said. “The weekend 
before NOD there were no [alcohol-related] inci-
dents and during Centennial Weekend there were 
very few. That makes it more disappointing that 
there was a lack of responsibility this weekend.” 

0NOD
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“We really are only asking for fair consider-
ation,” Dick, a Martel College junior, said. “It’s 
not about cost. We’re not here to reap a profit, but 
to contribute something substantial to Rice and 
learn in the process. Our prices and priorities re-
flect that. We’re just asking that the university’s 
priorities reflect the same.”

Hutchinson said the university already 
supports the SRBs with advising resources 
not covered by administrative fees, subsidized 
rent for Willy’s Pub and subsidized utilities.

“Of course, we’ve been happy over the 
years to support them … but I don’t want it 
to be a pretend business,” Hutchinson said. 
“My view is that it is an important part of the 
learning experience of running a student-run 
business that you understand how to cover 
your costs.”

Dick said that though other student-run 
programs pay students salaries and would be 
expected to pay rent “in the real world,” no 
other student-run organization is required to 
pay rental and administrative fees.  

Dick said that although the university 
currently subsidizes some costs and has pro-
vided funds for SRBs, such as for the renova-
tion of Coffeehouse and the Hoot’s launch, 
the support should be increased because of 
the growing impact SRBs have on the Rice 
community. 

“Our first priority is our customers, but if 
we need to rally the community around this is-
sue to demonstrate that we are a priority, we 
will definitely bring this issue to the student 
body and the larger Rice community any way 
we can,” Dick said.

Will Rice College sophomore Vinay Kota-
marti said there is a lot of value to Coffee-
house, Hoot and Pub being student-run.

“It makes me feel way more connected to 
Rice when I go to these student-run business-
es,” Kotamarti said. “I love seeing my bros be-
hind the counter.”

Director of the Student Center Boyd Beck-
with said Coffeehouse pays the full rental 
and utilities cost, and Pub pays a subsidized 
rental cost. In the past, Pub had to pay rent 
for the entire square footage of its space, but 
since 1995, Pub has been mandated to pay 

rent for only the square footage of the space 
behind its bar. 

This rental cost is further discounted, ac-
cording to Beckwith. Pub’s rental cost is $7,828 
for the fiscal year of 2013; if the university were 
not further discounting the rent, Pub would 
have to pay $16,291 this year for the space be-
hind the bar, Beckwith said.

Coffeehouse’s rental cost is $10,529. Rental 
fees are paid to the university and cover costs 
such as utilities, police and custodial charges, 
Beckwith said.

Unlike other student organizations, SRBs 
pay rent because they were established as 
businesses, and they have been paying rent at 
least since Beckwith came to Rice in 1998, ac-
cording to Beckwith. Beckwith said the Hoot 
does not pay rent because Housing and Dining 
is invested in the Hoot’s success and thus will 
not charge the SRB to use the servery space.

Dick said that unlike at Rice, peer schools 
such as Princeton University and Harvard Uni-
versity do not charge SRBs rent or advising fees.

“We are student-run first and businesses 
second,” Dick said. “The university’s choice 
not to subsidize this cost substantially de-
tracts from the educational spirit of student-
run business.”

Beckwith said the SRBs must pay for the 
majority of their advising resources because 
the adviser position was initially created in 
response to Coffeehouse’s growth. The SRBs 
— Coffeehouse, Pub, Hoot and Valhalla — 
collectively pay around $37,000 in adminis-
trative fees to the Student Center, Beckwith 
said. Dick said Valhalla is not participating 
in the appeal regarding the fees because or-
ganizationally, Valhalla and undergraduate 
SRBs work together less frequently, but she 
said they would be open to involving Valhalla 
more in the future.

The $37,000 figure includes the cost of 
fringe benefits for employees on top of the 
$29,000 previously reported, Beckwith said. 

In the past, staff members in existing po-
sitions advised Coffeehouse and Pub, Beck-
with said. Once Coffeehouse began to grow, a 
separate advising position was created, paid 
for by Coffeehouse and a small portion of uni-
versity funds.

Dick said the advisers play a valuable role 
in the educational aspect of SRBs for students.

“None of the student managers arrived ful-

ly knowledgeable of how to run a business,” 
Dick said. “We got there by having great advis-
ers to both encourage and educate us.”

Beckwith said that ideally he would not 
have to charge the administrative fees, but 
he said there are currently no existing univer-
sity funds to go toward supporting the adviser 
roles, citing the economic recession and two 
consecutive years of budget cuts.

“We did not have the funds at the time 
when [Coffeehouse] needed additional sup-
port, and that’s why it’s coming out of their 
budget,” Beckwith said. 

Beckwith said all the Student Center staff 
play a role in supporting the SRBs, so the ad-
ministrative fees do not cover the salary of just 
one person. He said he also spends time assist-
ing the SRBs, and the administrative fees do 
not pay for that time.

Beckwith said that though he believes in 
the value of SRBs, it is a matter of prioritizing 
expenses.

“Students probably don’t realize that the 
change from the blue and green 1950s curtains 
in the Grand Hall to the current, much less 
dated curtains — that’s a $15,000 purchase,” 
Beckwith said. “The new podiums and new 
carpeting to make this really old building not 
so old are really expensive. There’s just other 
expenses that we have to pay for.”

Beckwith said he has told Dick he would com-
mit whatever funds were left over for the Student 
Center’s annual summer renovation project this 
year toward renovating Pub over the upcoming 
winter recess. Beckwith said that based on rev-
enue thus far, he could comfortably commit to 
spending $10,000 to $15,000 on renovations for 
Pub over winter break.

“The opportunities SRBs provide is one of 
the things that sets Rice apart,” Beckwith said. 
“It’s great to see the SRBs banding together. 
The campus probably doesn’t have an appre-
ciation for everything they do, the specific 
challenges that they have as SRBs and what 
they bring to the campus, as well as what they 
bring to their employees.”

Dick said that regardless of college or major, 
every Rice student will be impacted by an SRB.

“It’s not just about coffee, beer, and piz-
za,” Dick said. “It’s about a tradition of stu-
dent leadership, an incredible asset to cam-
pus life,  and a part of Rice culture that makes 
Rice, Rice.”

0SRBs
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by Andrew Ta
Assistant News Editor

On Sept. 18, assistant professor of chem-
istry Zachary Ball received over $200,000 
from the National Cancer Institute’s Provoc-
ative Questions Project to look into a novel 
technique with potential future implica-
tions for cancer treatment, according to the 
National Institute of Health’s website. The 
grant aims to encourage innovation.

Ball said he was working with Baylor 
College of Medicine assistant professor of 
internal medicine Michele Redell and BCM 
professor of medicine and chief of the sec-
tion of infectious diseases David Tweardy to 
look into using a combination of metal and 
organic molecules to target traditionally 
“undruggable” cells.

“Most drugs target enzymes and recep-
tors for small molecules, but there are a lot 
of other proteins that might play a role in 
cancer,” Ball said. “Traditional drugs are 
organic molecules, and they don’t target 
many of these other proteins very well. 
Using metal chemistry with organic mol-
ecules gives a stronger interaction to over-
come some of the weaknesses of tradition-
al approaches.”

According to Rice graduate student Mat-
thew Minus, who works in Ball’s lab, rho-
dium, the focus of Ball’s research, could 
enhance the potency of a drug by strength-
ening its binding to its target.

“I synthesize the drugs and their rhodi-
um conjugates,” Minus said. “We send them 
to our collaborators at Baylor, where they 
test their biological activity.”

Rhodium has not been used in this con-
text before, Ball said.

This is not Ball’s first grant for this proj-
ect; in 2011 he received $160,000 from the 
Simmons Family Foundation to develop 
something new that would treat acute my-
eloid leukemia, according to the Simmons’s 
Collaborative Research Fund website.

“The Simmons grant facilitates getting 
scientists out of their comfort zones and to 
build new bridges in research,” said Ball. 
“That’s how I ended up working with [Re-
dell] and [Tweardy]. I looked at the litera-
ture and they had done outstanding work 
on the STAT3 pathway, so I contacted them 
and they were interested.”

STAT proteins are transcriptional regula-
tory proteins that deal with cell death and 
growth regulation. The STAT3 pathway has 
shown promise as a target for otherwise 
drug-resistant cancers, according to Ball.

“The STAT3 pathway hits a class of 
tumors where currently technology falls 
short,” Ball said. “So far, there have been 
no successful clinical drugs using the 
pathway.”

Ball said it would be awhile before the 
technique would reach any humans.

“The concept will make it easier to build 
probe compounds for research purposes, 
but it has a long way to go before it can be 
used on humans,” Ball said. “Perhaps one 
day it might [be used]. It has the potential.”

Jones College freshman Hannah Chen 
said she felt encouraged by Ball’s commit-
ment to finding a novel approach.

“It’s interesting and inspiring and some-
thing I’ll definitely keep with me as I look 
into the future when I consider a lab to do 
research with,” Chen said.

Information on Ball’s lab and projects is 
accessible at www.ztb.rice.edu.

Grant allows re-
search into new 
cancer treat-
ment technique

The concept will 
make it easier to build 
probe compounds for 
research purposes, 
but it has a long way 
to go before it can be 
used on humans.

Zachary Ball
Assistant Professor
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Consumed: A typicAl experience with  
the rice judiciAl progrAm

by Reed ThorNburg
Featires Editor

“Did someone dress up as a police officer? Is this legit[imate]?” After you discover that your friend 
at the door is actually not a Nintendo character, but an officer from the Rice University Police Depart-
ment, you begin to panic. You see alcohol all around you but cannot decide what to do next. Since 
Orientation Week, you have been taught that compliance is important, but what does that actually 

mean? You hand over your student ID, and the officer hurriedly writes down that terribly  
unfortunate number.

So what exactly occurs after an infraction such as a Minor in Consumption? While many different 
courses of action exist, your college’s University Court representative is best equipped to answer 
that question. So, in order to better understand this somewhat confusing process, I spoke to my own 
representative, Hanszen College sophomore Rohit Reddy. After a discussion, here are some possible 
and generalized explanations to the question of what happens after a citation a for first-time MIC.

The Officer
Starting with the RUPD officer, the result 

of such an occurrence can take many differ-
ent paths. Usually dependent on the severity 

of the infraction, the officer makes the deci-
sion whether to solely make a referral to Rice 
Student Judicial Programs or to also issue a 
Harris County ticket.

College Masters
After it has become apparent that some 

form of disciplinary action has been taken, 
the various college masters will likely become 
involved. Even if the violation has not yet been 

directly reported to the masters, talking to your 
masters is an excellent opportunity to involve 
a figure of authority in the case. They can serve 
as guides throughout the process and can help 
assess the situation.

Harris County
At this point, the officer has decided that 

the significance of the action has required the 
intervention of the official judicial body of Har-
ris County. Legal counsel is highly suggested 
in order to ensure your rights are protected 
in this legal process. This will almost always 
accompany the additional internal proceedings 
of SJP, which is an independent process, the re-
sult of which is not dependent on the outcome 
of the Harris County process.

Student Judicial Programs
If the case has been referred to SJP, the 

office will determine what, if any, viola-
tions have occurred and will issue associ-
ated sanctions in person at its office in 
Lovett Hall. In this meeting, the student will 
decide whether to accept the accusations 
and subsequent sanctions or to contest the 
violation of the Code of Student Conduct in 
further action within the University Court 
system. UCourt refers to this procedure as 
pleading “in violation” or refusing to submit 
to such allegations. If the student feels 
falsely accused, then pleading “in viola-
tion” is not necessary. Importantly, UCourt 
determines which violations occurred and 
the appropriate sanctions based on further 
review; this process is not limited to SJP’s 
initial findings, and the initial sanctions can 
be increased, reduced or upheld based on 
UCourt’s findings.

CHOICES
The CHOICES program is specifically 

offered by the Wellness Center to help stu-
dents analyze their drinking habits and their 
implicit safety concerns with a focus on 
making safer decisions with regard to alco-
hol. As per the Wellness Center website, the 
program is encouraged for all Rice students 
and can help students make educated deci-
sions regarding alcohol usage.

Fine
While not considered punitive, SJP uses the 

fine to encourage students to seriously evaluate 
their behavior and decisions. It adds gravity 
to the situation and aims to encourage growth 
through a monetary investment in the situation. 
Although certain standards exist, the fines are 
greatly variable dependent upon the situation. 
Influencing factors include the severity of the 
violation and any mitigating or aggravating 
factors relevant to the particular situation as 
determined by SJP or UCourt.

Although the entirety of the process is 
at times confusing, Rice’s intricate judicial 
policy largely tends toward involving stu-
dents as often as possible. The cooperation 
of RUPD and likewise supportive adminis-
trative officials makes possible a system by 
which democratic peer governance remains 
a possibility. 

University Court
Students who believe they are not in 

violation of the Code of Student Conduct 
can appeal the SJP decision and request a 
preliminary review by their peers on UCourt. 
During this phase, the accused student pre-
pares a written statement and files it for the 
preliminary review. UCourt subsequently is-
sues a decision and corresponding sanctions 
that it feels best fit the violation. This can 
increase, diminish or uphold the sanctions 
initially determined by SJP.

Formal Hearing
After learning of the results of the prelimi-

nary review, the student once again has the op-
portunity to contest the decision. At this phase, 
the student can request a formal investigation 
and hearing. At the in-person tribunal, the 
student has the opportunity to bring witnesses 
and present formal testimony. At this stage, a 
UCourt member also interviews the referring 
RUPD officer to analyze and corroborate the 
various stories. Also, the student’s residential 
college’s UCourt representative serves as an 
ombudsperson to provide procedural guidance 
throughout the process. Unless very particular 
circumstances necessitate another round of 
appeals, the ensuing sanctions and decisions 
are largely final. (Such appeals involve Associate 
Dean of Undergraduates Don Ostdiek and, in 
cases involving suspension, a second appeal to 
Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson.)

Now What?
If the student is found not in violation, the 

UCourt process ends. Otherwise, the student 
is found in violation of the Code of Student 
Conduct. If a student is found in violation, an 
internal record will be kept for 10 years. As such, 
this information is protected by the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act. However, 
most programs of graduate education – including 
law schools and medical schools – require that 
these accusations be accounted for in the assorted 
applications. The typical sanctions of a citation 
such as an MIC include the following: a CHOICES 
class with the Rice University Wellness Center, 
a university-imposed fine, an evaluation with 
the Rice Counseling Center and the issuance of a 
disciplinary warning.



Women’s Soccer Team’s Conference Winning Season

Holly Hargreaves, Wiess ’16, and Hannah Thomson, Sid Richardson ’15, skirmish with each other dur-
ing a practice before their season opener against Baylor University. 

Lauren Hughes, Will Rice ’16, maintains control of the ball after a one-on-one with the keeper at a 
home game against Marshall on Oct. 5. Hughes scores just before the end of the half in the 42nd 
minute bringing the Owls to a 2-0 lead over Marshall. The Owls finished the game strong with a final 
score of 4-1. 

Holly Hargreaves, Wiess ’16, establishes the Owl offense early in the Sept. 2 game with a goal against Texas State 
University in the 38th minute. The Rice Owls won the game 2-1 and improved to 2-2-1 on the season. 

Lauren Hughes, Will Rice ’16, leaps to head the ball at the Sept. 23 SMU game. The home game was a 3-2 victory 
for Rice. During the game, Hughes and teammate Holly Hargreaves, Wiess ’16, combined for three goals and 
three assists.

Courtesy James Hilton
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Women’s Soccer Team’s Conference Winning Season

Gabriela Iribarne, Will Rice ’15, launches a gravity-defying kick in the home game against Sam Houston State on Sept. 16. The Blue and Gray maintaned a dominating offense against Sam Houston 
throughout the game with 22 players seeing action. Rice outshot Sam Houston 22-2. The game was a 2-0 win for the Owls. 

Andie Obermeyer, Baker ’13, blocks a shot as goalkeeper during the game against the Cougars on Oct. 26. The Owls claimed the C-USA  
regular season co-championship with a 1-0 victory against our Houston rivals. The Owls finished 11-6-3 for the regular season and finished 
in a tie for first place with Colorado College with identical 8-2-1 conference records. 

At the home game with Texas State University that ended in a 2-1 win for the owls, Quinney Truong, Will 
Rice ’15, faces off against TSU midfielder Yesenia Salceda.

Holly Hargreaves, Wiess ’16, and Hannah Thomson, Sid Richardson ’15, skirmish with each other dur-
ing a practice before their season opener against Baylor University. 

Lauren Hughes, Will Rice ’16, maintains control of the ball after a one-on-one with the keeper at a 
home game against Marshall on Oct. 5. Hughes scores just before the end of the half in the 42nd 
minute bringing the Owls to a 2-0 lead over Marshall. The Owls finished the game strong with a final 
score of 4-1. 

Courtesy James Hilton

Courtesy James HiltonCourtesy James Hilton
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MUERTOS
You do not need to be Mexi-
can to celebrate the dead, es-
pecially when the celebration 
involves customizing shot 
glasses and drinking Mexican 
hot chocolate to the tunes of a 
mariachi band. El Gran Malo 
is hosting a Dia de los Muer-
tos party from 11 a.m. tomor-
row to 2 a.m. Nov. 4. No cover 
charge, but bring $5 for arts 
and crafts.

El Gran Malo
2307 Ella Blvd.

www.elgranmalo.com

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 

both around Rice and in the 
Houston area for this week.

DIWALI
Have a sweet tooth and a 
penchant for Indian dance? 
The Indo-American Asso-
ciation presents a free con-
cert, “Celebrate Diwali with 
Dances of India,” tomorrow 
at 7:30 p.m. Dancers from 
will enthrall audiences with 
classical, folk and Bollywood  
dance routines.

Wortham Theater
501 Texas Ave.

iaahouston.com

LES MIS
Have you ever dreamed a dream 
of seeing Les Miserables? Now is 
your chance to see the Broadway 
hit as it takes the stage Nov. 6-11 
at the Hobby Center. Producer 
Cameron Mackintosh has re-
vamped the musical for its 25th 
anniversary, Call the box office 
to ask for student discounts. 

Hobby Center
800 Bagby St.

houston.broadway.com

ASHER ROTH
11 students may not love college 
as much after last weekend, but 
Asher Roth is in town to turn 
things around. Roth will stop by 
the House of Blues on Nov. 7 as 
part of his fall tour. The Penn-
sylvania rapper will surely drop 
his platinum single “I Love Col-
lege” and share songs from his 
upcoming sophomore album, 
Is This Too Orange? Tickets cost 
$18 at the door.

House of Blues
1204 Caroline St.

www.houseofblues.com

Cathy Hu
Thresher Staff

Whoever said Austin was the only place in 
Texas to experience good music was terribly 
misinformed. Fitzgerald’s, one of the oldest and 
most widely recognized live music venues in 
Houston, recently hosted Bombay Bicycle Club 
as a stop on the band’s American tour. The in-
die rock band from London performed a show 
of which even the hippest of hipsters in Austin  
would approve.

For all the music junkies at Rice University, 
Fitzgerald’s mainly hosts shows by the obscure 
bands you claim to have heard and loved 
first. For the rest of you lay listeners, Fitzger-
ald’s is a great place to take a break from the 
top-40 radio standards and delve into a new  
musical experience.  

After a short 15-minute drive from cam-
pus, a few other Rice students and I pulled up 
into a dated neighborhood. At night, under 
the muted glow of the fluorescent lights of 
streetlamps and restaurant signs, the neighbor-
hood looked like the setting of a classic Ameri-
can horror movie. An unexpected number of 
people formed a line comparable only to those 
at Disney World, awaiting their musical lib-
eration in the borderline-rundown, two-story,  
white-shingled Fitzgerald’s. 

The building itself looked and felt like a re-
vamped old western saloon, with ornate and 
slightly out-of-place chandeliers hanging from 
the high ceilings. The concert was on the upper 
floor in a homey space in front of a small stage. 
When I imagined an intimate hole-in-the-wall 
music venue, the image of Fitzgerald’s was 
pretty close to what came to mind. 

Demographically, the audience fit comfort-
ably into the indie music scene stereotype. 
Looking around, I saw no less than 70 percent 
of the people in thick-rimmed glasses, plaid 
shirts, unkempt facial hair or a combination 
thereof. The room smelled of alcohol, smoke 
and body odor, but in a cozy, not completely 
unpleasant, way. 

After an hour of waiting in 
musical limbo, the crowd cheered 
halfheartedly to see the opener fi-
nally arrive onstage. The members 
of Tiger Waves, a small band with 
roots in Austin, explained that 
they were late because their old 
Dodge Ram’s makeshift cardboard 
sunroof blew off in their rainy 

Jacquelyn Pass
For the Thresher

Hanszen College and Brown College theater’s 
The Drowsy Chaperone offers a hilarious sendoff 
of the beloved classical musicals of yesteryear, 
resulting in a meta-experience that is both 
strange and enjoyable. It is perfect for those 
who have ever had one too many Cole Porter 
songs ingrained in their minds as the musical 
both mocks and celebrates the corniness of old-
school musical theater.

The show opens in the home of a single, not-
so-subtly gay musical enthusiast who shares 
his nostalgic longing to experience the joys of 
theater in its heyday, when Gershwin and Ber-
lin were enjoyed by all and one’s worries could 
be left outside the theater doors for a few short 
hours. Thus begins the show within a show, The 
Drowsy Chaperone: The paradigm of 1920s mu-
sicals showcases the standard pointless show 
tunes, mistaken identities and uncomfortable 
racial stereotypes.

The enjoyability of this bizarre little romp is 
directly linked to the highly entertaining, over-
the-top, nonsensical characters portrayed by a 
superb ensemble cast. The Man in the Chair who 
provides explanations and trivia throughout the 
show is played by Sid Richardson College senior 
Alex Karge. Karge acts the part to perfection. 
Every line delivery and expression is spot on 
as he revels in watching the outdated musical, 
compelling the audience to love the cliches and 

contrivances 
as much as 

he does. Supposed B-rate side characters steal 
the show just as much as the leads. The comedic 
styles of theater veterans Jones College senior 
Carter Spires and Hanszen senior Nicki Pari-
seau do not fail to delight. You may wonder at 
first what the disguised gangsters or the moronic 
Latin lover Adolpho, played by Brown senior 
John Mendell, are doing in this setup, but these 
characters are all so ridiculously funny you will 
not care.

Lead actor Brown senior Omar Banda is a 
charming dope groom who should be praised 
simply for his abilities to tap dance and roller-
skate around the stage. Duncan College  junior 
Megan Troxell, while charming and mostly 
capable in her role of the showgirl ready to tie 
the knot, lacks both the presence and graceful 
movements needed to be convincing as a siren 
of the stage. 

The songs were written to be performed by 
powerful voices, and the majority of the solos 
are not sung to the caliber they deserve. The ex-
ception is the drowsy chaperone herself, played 
by Brown junior Elizabeth Pogue, whose impres-
sive pipes make the number “Stumble Along” 
the best by far. While not always succeeding 
individually, the performers do manage some 
skillful harmonies, most likely the result of solid 
vocal direction.

The Drowsy Chaperone is not an easy produc-
tion to critique objectively. Appreciating it does 
take some experience with classical musical the-
ater, and while the audience is led to believe the 
horrendous lines and lyrics scattered through-
out the show are intentional, they are still pain-

ful to suffer through at 
times. A few too many 

pauses disrupting the rhythm make parts drag 
on for longer than they should. Still, the produc-
tion is well-executed, with terrific costumes, an 
impeccably kitschy set and bright, fun lighting. 
Though perhaps not for everyone, The Drowsy 
Chaperone is an entertaining, laugh-out-loud 
farce and a must-see for any theater lover.

The Drowsy Chaperone is anything but tired

Bombay Bicycle Club

A-
The rundown: British indie rock band 
Bombay Bicycle Club graced the stage 
of the second floor of Fitzgerald’s with 
an eclectic set ranging from mellow to 
raucus. Austin-based underground band 
Tiger Waves opened for the clean-cut 
Londoners with laid-back rock character-
istic of hipster grunge.

The Drowsy Chaperone

B+
Directed by: Audrey Chao
Playing: Tonight, tomorrow and 
Nov. 8-10 at 8 p.m. in Hanszen Col-
lege Commons
Price: $5 students, $8 staff,  
$10 general admission
The rundown: Hanszen and Brown 
College theaters’ remake of the 
Tony Award-winning musical suc-
ceeds with an entertaining cast 
and production but slightly falters 
in its song delivery.

Bombay Bicycle 
Club at Fitzgerald’s

Claire elestwani/thresher

0see Bicycle, page 11
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This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser
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R.E.D. (Ne-Yo) – The fifth studio album from the R&B superstar 
(the name is an acronym for “Realizing Every Dream”) hopes to re-
energize a fan base after 2010’s disappointing effort Libra Scale. 
This marks the first Motown Records album for Ne-Yo, who was re-
cently appointed senior vice president for artists and repertoire of 
the label. As evidenced by his top-10 single “Let Me Love You (Until 
You Learn to Love Yourself),” the singer seems to be placing a heavi-
er emphasis on dance synth and lyrical content and attempting to 
cross his appeal over to even larger mainstream audiences.

Wreck-It Ralph – A whimsical look at the world of arcade 
games features the voice of John C. Reilly (Step Brothers) as the 
antagonist of a classic game who decides he no longer wants 
to be the bad guy. Through the use of power outlets, he visits 
other video games, and he encounters a cast of colorful charac-
ters who prove he is more than just a villain. Viewed and posi-
tively received by Rice students earlier this week in an advance 
screening, Disney seems to have another family blockbuster on 
its hands. (PG, 108 min.)

The Amazing Spider-Man  – This reboot of the superhero fran-
chise stars Andrew Garfield (The Social Network) as the famed web-
slinger and tells the origin story of the hero. The movie follows high 
school student Peter Parker in his evolution from mild-mannered 
academic to superhuman, defending NYC from the Lizard (Rhys If-
ans, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1), while saving his 
sweetheart Gwen Stacy (Emma Stone, The Help). Bonus features in-
clude deleted scenes, audio commentaries, screen tests and stunt 
rehearsals. (PG-13, 136 min., available on DVD and Blu-Ray)

¡Dos! (Green Day) – The second in a trilogy of albums (the 
first entry, ¡Uno!, was released on Sept. 21 to generally positive 
reception and a No. 2 debut on the Billboard 200) contains a 
dirtier garage rock sound than its predecessor. The album will 
feature 13 tracks instead of 12, including a tribute track to singer 
Amy Winehouse, “Amy.” The first single, “Stray Heart,” has only 
recently been released, but a passionate fan base indicates a 
strong return for the band and sets up for the conclusion of the 
newest era of Green Day.

Flight – This suspenseful drama, starring Denzel Washing-
ton (Training Day), marks the first live-action directorial effort from 
Academy Award-winner Robert Zemeckis since 2000’s Cast Away. 
The film follows an investigation of a pilot’s emergency landing, in 
which he saves all the passengers but had alcohol in his system dur-
ing the flight – an offense which might land him in prison. Featuring 
John Goodman (Argo) and Don Cheadle (Iron Man 2) in supporting 
roles, this film has already received early acclaim, seeming to garner 
support for its star’s third Oscar. (R, 139 min.)

The Last Man (Vince Flynn) – The 13th novel in the Mitch 
Rapp series, this new edition follows the counter-terrorist op-
erative as he is dispatched to Afghanistan in order to find the 
missing CIA head of clandestine operations, all while avoiding 
the FBI on his trail. With his base operations in crisis, Rapp 
must be ruthless and deceitful in order to complete his mis-
sion. Early reviews indicate that this entry maintains the same 
thrilling tone of its predecessors, with some saying this edi-
tion may be one of the best yet.
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road trip down to Houston. That excuse, coupled 
with the lead singer’s dingy red HEB polo, placed 
Tiger Waves in the stereotypical mold of an un-
derground band. As for musicality, the band’s 
style was laid back and very chill yet somehow 
exploding with a quiet energy. I, however, spent 
the duration of the set mesmerized by the drum-
mer, who was very possibly the offspring of Harry 
Styles and Andrew Garfield. 

When Bombay Bicycle Club walked on stage, 
the members were met with a resonating cheer. A 
much more clean-cut and charismatic group than 
the opening act, the band’s presence demanded 
attention. As a fan only familiar with the band’s 
better-known songs, I did not know exactly what 
to expect, but from the moment it started playing, 
I knew it would be a good show. 

The set list was well constructed, shifting back 
and forth between styles, tempos and popularity 
of songs. The simple layering of light bass, guitar, 
drum and vocal lines in a mellow groove, so of-
ten associated with popular Bombay Bicycle Club 
songs such as “Shuffle” and “Always Like This,” 
begged for subtle head-bobbing and toe-tapping. 
These songs were masterfully interjected by the 

heavier, raucous style of the band’s lesser-known 
songs. Lead singer Jack Steadman connected with 
the crowd but seemed to serenade an internalized 
audience, smiling slightly through each song as 
he kept his eyes either closed or fixed on a spot 
above the audience’s heads.

Time seemed to stop yet pass quickly, and be-
fore long, through the roaring applause after the 
encore, Steadman was telling us the band mem-
bers would be around after the concert if anyone 
wanted to meet them. We capitalized on the op-
portunity and pushed our way to the front of the 
meet-and-greet line. The band members were 
exactly what they seemed like on stage: genuine, 
laid-back and charismatic. After signing our tick-
et stubs, they gladly posed, throwing up the Rice 
University owl hand sign with us for a picture. 

The Bombay Bicycle Club’s concert epito-
mized the vibe of Fitzgerald’s. Fitzgerald’s is not 
a venue where you sing your lungs out to every 
word of every song. Rather, it is a venue where, 
whether you know the band or not, you sway with 
the crowd members and nod in appreciation of 
the hole-in-the-wall venue you just found in this 
world of Toyota Centers and Houses of Blues.

0BICYCLE
 from page 10
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Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports
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EDITORIAL

Teddy Grodek
Thresher Staff

There is definitely something magical 
about Rice Stadium for the Owls: Something 
different seems to happen when the team is 
at home. The offense seems more efficient, 
the defense hits harder – and all of this re-
sults in more wins on the field.

In their four home games this year, the 
Owls have played noticeably better than on the 
road, beating and competitively playing some 
teams that logic says they would not. But, on 
the flip side, the team has struggled mightily 
on the road, with its win against a one-win 
University of Kansas team as their only victory. 
A loss against University of Memphis on the 
road is one of the largest blemishes so far this 
season.

This weekend, the Owls lived up to their 
reputation at Rice Stadium, rolling over the 
University of Southern Mississippi Golden 
Hurricanes, the defending Conference USA 
champions. The game was an absolute rout, 
with Rice clicking on all cylinders.

“I’m really proud of this football team,” Rice 
Head Coach David Bailiff said. “Proud of how we 
started the game, and really proud of how we start-
ed the second half. I thought the defense today, 
with five forced turnovers, was where the separa-
tion really started happening in the second half. 
When you looked up on the scoreboard, we had 17 
second-half points.”

By halftime, the score was 21-10. The Owls 
finished 44-17 and their biggest win of the 
season.

Turner Petersen, a junior running back, 
led the way for the Owls with an impressive 
136 rushing yards. He had a rushing and a re-
ceiving touchdown, helping stoke the offense 
for Rice. Petersen ended with an average of 
over seven yards per carry.

Both Rice quarterbacks contributed, with ju-
nior Taylor McHargue going 7-12 for 80 yards and 
a touchdown before being slammed to the ground 
on a nasty horse collar. Freshman backup Driphus 
Jackson entered the game, contributing 92 yards 
and two touchdowns.

“I was so proud, offensively, of Driphus Jack-
son, who came in and played early and then fin-

ished the game,” Bailiff said. “McHargue could 
have come back in, but we opted to keep him out 
with the score being where it was.”

The Rice defense was ferocious, allowing only 
116 rushing yards out of a good rushing team.  
Gabe Baker, a sophomore starting in only his sec-
ond game, led the way with nine total tackles.  Red 
shirt juniors Cody Bauer and Hosam Shahin and 
red shirt senior Jared Williams all contributed two 
tackles for losses.

“I think defensively as a whole, we worked 
better each week,” safety Paul Porras said. “With 
Tulsa, they ran the ball, and with Southern Miss, 
they tried to air the ball out a little more. I think it’s 
really preparing us to go against [Tulane Univer-
sity]. They have a very pass-oriented offense, and 
our defensive backs are going to be ready.”

Tulane, the Owls’ opponent this week, pres-
ents a decent passing offense but is one of the 
worst teams inside C-USA. With only two wins 
on the season, Tulane could be an easy Owls 
victory – if Rice shows up to play on the road.

The Green Wave has a decent passing of-
fense, averaging over 250 yards per game, 
but has struggled both on the run and de-

fensively. Tulane seems to handle every posi-
tion,  with a large number of quarterbacks, 
running backs and wide receivers all getting 
touches on the ball.

The Mercedes-Benz Superdome, where Tulane 
plays, has a rough atmosphere. Not necessarily be-
cause Tulane fans  pack the stadium, but because 
the NFL-sized dome presents an atmosphere in 
which most college teams are not used to playing.

If Rice can adjust to the challenging dome 
environment, this is a very winnable game. 
With a 6-6 record needed to be eligible for a 
bowl, the Owls need to win their next three 
games to have the possibility of playing De-
cember football. The big problem is that two 
of those games come on the road.

Surely, it has snuck into at least a few of the 
players’ minds that a bowl appearance, which 
would be the first since 2008, is still on the table 
if the team can just win. After the Southern Miss 
game, McHargue was feeling optimistic about the 
team’s chances.

“Great team win,” McHargue tweeted. “No 
reason why we can’t rip [three] more off and 
make a bowl!” 

Owls Football dominates Southern Mississippi, 44-17  

Keys to the Game Players to watch

•	 Taylor	McHargue – Last time he was hurt, it spelled doom for the 
Owls’ offense. Let us hope he is really back and healthy for this 
week’s matchup.

•	 Gabe	Baker –He came into the big time in prime form, making big 
tackles when the Owls needed him. They’re going to keep needing 
him, and hopefully he can keep making big plays.

•	 Turner	Petersen – It seems like every weekend, the Owls have a 
new standout player in the backfield. Hopefully, Petersen can con-
tinue the momentum he found against Southern Miss and can be-
come a consistent playmaking back for the Owls.

•	 Stop the pass – Rice has been far better over the past few games at shut-
ting down the pass than in the last few seasons. If Tulane’s passing can be 
stopped, that is good news for the Owls.

•	 Deal	with	the	dome	– Hopefully, having played in Reliant Stadium, the 
Owls are used to big settings. With the Superdome as big  as it is, it will be 
key for the Owls to play to the conditions.

•	 Protect	the	quarterbacks – McHargue has been beat up quite a bit this 
season. Keeping him off the ground and in the game will have to be a major 
goal for the Owls’ offensive line the rest of the season.

Rice	looks	to	win	the	next	three	games	to	acheive	bowl	eligibility	

Red shirt junior Turner Petersen shuts down Southern Mississippi Golden Hurricane’s defensive lineman Khyri Thorton at last weekend’s game, hosted at Rice Stadium on Oct. 27.  

 dante Zakhidov/thresher
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Ian Chiang
Thresher Staff

The Rice women’s cross country team took 
its talents to Hattiesburg, Miss., on Oct. 29 to 
compete in the 2012 Conference USA Cross 
Country Championships, hosted by the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi. Last year, the 
women finished in third place behind Southern 
Methodist University and the University of Tul-
sa. This year, the women found themselves fin-
ishing in a tie for fourth place with University of 
Alabama at Birmingham. They finished behind 
SMU, Tulsa and East Carolina University. 

The women’s team had nine runners com-
pete, headed by Marie Thompson, who was the 
first runner to finish for the Owls, coming in 
15th out of 89 runners. She had a time of 17:40.0 
for the five-kilometer run. The second finisher 
was Allie Schaich, who came in at 18:05.0 for 
26th place. Farrah Madanay came in at 18:25.5, 
finishing in 35th place. 

The twin freshmen Audrey and Christina 
Wassef, running in their first C-USA Champi-
onships, finished 38th and 42nd, respectively. 

Lindsay Miller, Laura Michel, Johanna Ohm 
and Keltie John rounded out the Rice team with 
times of 19:02.8, 19:05.9, 19:09.3 and 19:23.9, re-
spectively. 

Thompson, whose 15th-place finish 
earned her Third Team All C-USA honors, 
said she felt the race had great results for the 
team, despite the rough run. 

“The conference meet is always a big meet 
for us, and I think we were all pretty excited 
to compete,” Thompson said. “It was a hilly 
course with some good teams in SMU and Tul-
sa, so we knew we’d need to run tough. It was 
a cool morning and a great day to race. We had 
a few girls that ran really well – Schaich and 
Madanay definitely stepped up.”

The team has raced all season long, pre-
paring for the last important invitational 
meets which include the NCAA Regional 
Championship.  

“We’ve had some ups and downs with the 
bigger invitational meets this year, but we had 
some great workouts leading up to the confer-
ence meet, and we were ready to run hard,” 
Thompson said. “This was probably our best 

race as a team this season, and I think it gives 
us nice momentum heading in to the regional 
meet in two weeks.”

As the season is coming to an end, Thomp-
son reflected upon how the team has done 
throughout the course of all the different races.

“We had some blows early in the season 
with both upperclassmen and freshman be-
ing sick or injured,” Thompson said. “But the 
group that has been competing has worked re-
ally hard, and we’ve all improved throughout 
the season. I’m really proud of the way we com-
peted at the conference meet.”

Thompson, who experienced prolonged 
injuries in the past, showed how tough a run-
ner she is by leading the team this year as a 
healthy runner. 

“I’ve been able to have the first season of 
consistently hard training in a long time, and 
that’s really helped me become strong and have 
the confidence to race hard,” Thompson said. 
“I struggled this season with fueling myself 
for morning meets, but we’re slowly figuring 
out how to mitigate that. It’s been great to re-
ally trust my fitness and be aggressive in races 

again. Racing is a lot of fun, and I get an op-
portunity to train and compete with a fantastic 
group of girls.”

“Personally, I felt stronger in this race than 
I have all season, and it was nice to be able to 
pass people and move up during the second 
half of the race,” Thompson said.

With the C-USA Championships over, the 
Owl’s look ahead for the NCAA South Central 
Regional Championship in Fayetteville, Ark., 
on Nov. 9. Thompson said the team is peaking 
just in time for the race and hopes to bring that 
momentum into the competition.

“We’re not ranked in the top five right now 
in our region, and I think we will definitely sur-
prise some people,” Thompson said. “We’re all 
hitting our stride at the right time, and I think 
we’ll have a very good race in Arkansas. We’re 
in a very competitive region, and I think it will 
bring out the best in us.”

With a strong finish in the C-USA Champion-
ships and a positive outlook on the NCAA Re-
gional Championship, the Rice women’s cross 
country team has all the tools and talent to seize 
a spot to compete in the NCAA Championships. 

Darshan Patel
Thresher Staff

With a potential conference co-champion-
ship on the line, the Rice University Owls did 
not disappoint, winning 1-0 against in-city rivals 
University of Houston. The Owls were victorious 
due to the great defense of sophomore goal-
keeper Amy Czyz and the penalty kick by cap-
tain Lauren LaGro. LaGro, a senior, did not miss 
in the most consequential minute of play and 
scored the decisive championship goal. With the 
win, the Owls ended the night and the regular 
season as Conference USA co-champions along-
side Colorado College. At the end of the season, 
the Owls had an 11-6-3 record, including an 8-2-1 
conference record. While the Owls were able to 
celebrate their glory for a short while, there was 

a quick turnaround in their schedule: the C-USA 
Championship Tournament. 

Before the tournament even began, C-USA re-
leased its all-conference honors for the year. Four 
Owls made the cut. Freshman forward Holly Har-
greaves, who has had an impressive season this 
year, received the honor of C-USA Freshman of the 
Year. Hargreaves is the first to receive the honor in 
Owls soccer history. Hargreaves also received two 
other honorable distinctions. She was selected 
to the all-freshman team along with teammate 
Lauren Hughes, and Hargreaves was also named 
a member of the all-conference first team along 
with sophomore midfielder Quinney Troung. The 
Owls also posted two members, Hughes and La-
Gro, on the all-conference second team. These rec-
ognitions to the all-conference teams are equal in 
number to those of conference rival and nationally 

ranked University of Central Florida, emphasizing 
just how great a season the Owls have had. 

With the loss to Colorado College two weeks 
ago, the Owls were relegated to the No. 2 overall 
seed heading into the tournament. This was defi-
nitely a surprise for many in C-USA, as the Owls 
were projected to finish sixth in the conference 
during preseason rankings. Heading into the tour-
nament, Head Coach Nikki Adams was cognizant 
of the work still ahead.

“The tournament’s tough,” Adams said. “SMU 
has always been a rivalry with Rice. We expect the 
best coming from them.”

The Owls began their tournament play on 
Oct. 31 with a loss against the Southern Meth-
odist University Mustangs, 3-1. Hagreaves 
scored the lone goal for the Owls, her tenth 
of the year. With the loss, the Owls have been 

eliminated from the tournament.
With the tournament behind them, the Owls 

must wait to see if they receive an at-large bid invite 
to the NCAA tournament next week. Until then, we 
can assess the success that the team has had this 
year. The Owls, as mentioned before, defied all 
expectations of everyone in the conference. They 
were projected to finish sixth in the conference, 
but ended the season with a co-championship.

 The future looks even brighter for the program, 
especially with Hughes and Hargeaves having a lot 
more soccer to play for the Owls. If their freshman 
season was this good with many records broken, 
imagine what the 2013 season has in store for the 
women’s soccer. Add to the fact that the whole 
team for the most part was young this year, one 
more year of play together has them primed hope-
fully to repeat as C-USA champions.

Rice Women’s Cross Country excels at Conference

Soccer falls to SMU in Opening Round of C-USA, 3-1

 dante Zakhidov/thresher

Women’s Soccer Team takes on Southern Methodist University on Oct. 31, losing 3-1.   
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The Fifth Lap
Soccer’s Conference Championship caps amazing season

I was late to the last Rice women’s soccer 
game of the regular season at the University 
of Houston last Friday. Very late, actually. 

I had planned to go to the whole game, 
in which Rice had not only bragging rights 
on the line, but also a chance to secure a 
share of the C-USA regular season title. 
Other responsibilities arose, however, and 
I found myself at Rice a little after 8 p.m., 
realizing that by the time I made it to the 
game, there would only be about 20 minutes 
left. I started to turn for home but reconsid-
ered and instead made a left down Main 
Street toward Robertson Stadium.

I am incredibly glad I did.  
It was worth it to get to see this Rice 

women’s soccer team play in person one 
more time.

Not only has this team been very good 
(its finish tied atop the C-USA standings was 
its  best since joining the league in 2005), it 
has also been compelling. 

To begin with, the team plays exciting 
soccer. It mixes a great balance of veteran 
experience with new talent. It creates lots 
of scoring chances (although admittedly a 
crude and sometimes misleading measure, 
the team averaged over 16 shots a game). It 
possesses the ball, involving players from 
all positions on any given attack and rarely 
lapsing into a kick-and-run offense. It is 
willing to challenge defenders one-on-one 
but does so strategically, not selfishly. It 
plays tough, confident defense. And it has 
consistently great goalkeeping. 

Secondly, this team has worked hard to 
engage the Rice community, especially the 
student body, making a concerted effort to 
share its special season with all of us. This 
included everything from promoting at the 
colleges, driving around the Inner Loop 

with horns and banners during lunch be-
fore Friday night games, creating Facebook 
events and even recording its own promo-
tional music videos (search “Rice Soccer” 
on YouTube if you missed them). 

One of the best parts about walking into 
Robertson Stadium at UH last Friday night 
was entering into a sizable and energetic 
Rice contingent of fans. There were college 
groups, friend groups, other varsity sport 
athletes and various Rice supporters. 

These fans did not only trek across town 
because of the game’s significance but also 
because the team had included them in the 
excitement all season. When it comes to fan 
engagement, this team set the bar for the 
rest of the varsity teams on campus.

Finally, this year’s team represented an 
inspiring and much-deserved ending to the 
journey of this senior class.

Three years ago, the team played Hous-
ton not with a league championship at 
stake, but instead to secure a ninth-place 
finish. The next season, 2010, the program’s 
founding coach Chris Huston left mid-sea-

son, one game away from the start of confer-
ence play.    

At many schools, that series of events 
would have set the program back for years. 
Instead, this year’s senior class is finishing 
its final regular season atop the conference 
table. 

Whether it’s Lauren LaGro anchoring the 
defense, Amy Beger leading in transition, 
Julia Barrow controlling the midfield and 
giving the team shape, Alex Burton provid-
ing change of pace at forward or the amaz-
ingly contagious energy of Andie Obermey-
er, these seniors have been instrumental in 
this season’s success. Their play and their 
leadership have allowed the young talent 
around them to grow and shine. 

When the final whistle blew last Friday 
night at a cold, windy Robertson Stadium, it 
was hard not to just stand and smile. Those 
last 20 minutes had drama, great moments, 
and gritty plays. But most of all, they fea-
tured a special team completing a special 
accomplishment. 

I am incredibly glad I was there.

 dante Zakhidov/thresher  dante Zakhidov/thresher  Michelle lo/thresher
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sure you look as purty as a calf in 
springtime out on the dance floor. 
This is a dry public party, so there 
will be no alcohol served. Rice ID 
required for entrance.

What: The Drowsy Chaperone 
Where: Hanszen College Commons
When: 7:30 p.m., on Nov. 2, 3, 8, 9 
and 1o
“Man in Chair” may sound like the 
name of an extra on a movie set, 
but in The Drowsy Chaperone, the 
Hanszen-Brown co-produced musi-
cal, this is the name of the protag-
onist-narrator. This musical begins 
when the “Man in Chair” starts lis-
tening to a recording of a 1928 mu-
sical only to find the characters ap-
pearing in his living room. Tickets 
are $5 for students, $8 for faculty 
and $10 for the general public.

What: DuncStep
Where: Duncan College Commons
When: 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
This evening, you’re entitled to 
channel your inner Britney Spears 
or Honey Boo Boo and get all down-
home country at Duncan College’s 
DuncStep “The Wild, Wild West” 
party. Worried about soft-shoeing it 
around this hoedown without any 
prior knowledge on how to two-
step? Don’t worry, partner: There 
will be a free two-stepping lesson 
held at 9:30 p.m. so you can make 

What: Election Celebration
Where: Bayou Bend Collection and 
Gardens, 1 Westcott St.
When: 1-5 p.m. 
It may surprise you to know the 
presidential election was once cele-
brated not with Saturday Night Live 
parodies but with parades, cake 
and bean-and-corn votes. To expe-
rience the election revelries of yes-
teryear, including a live 19th centu-
ry-style debate, a parade, live music 
and food, then don’t miss this poll 
party. Admission is free. 

What: Shepherd School of Music 
Freshman Class Recital
Where: Alice Pratt Brown Hall’s 
Duncan Recital Hall
When: 12:15 p.m. 
Shake off your case of the Monday 
blues with an emergency transfu-
sion of serotonin-inducing classi-
cal music, courtesy of the Shepherd 
School of Music’s freshman class. 

What: The World on a Wire 
screening
Where: Sewall Hall, Room 305
When: 7-10:20 p.m. 
If you thought Inception’s dream 
within a dream plot was a trip, wait 
until you see Rainer Fassbinder’s 
1973 film The World on a Wire. This 
science-fiction film revolves around 
a supercomputer hosting a simu-
lated world complete with “people” 
who have no idea their world is a 
farce. When the mastermind behind 
this technology dies, one of his un-
derlings begins to investigate the 
strange goings-on at the institute, 
discovering that all the world may, 
in fact, be simulation. Admission is 
free and open to all. 

What: “Books that Shaped My 
World” Lecture
Where: The Kyle Morrow Room, 
Fondren Library
When: 7-9 p.m. 
Right now, in the slump between 
midterms and finals, it’s perfectly 

understandable if you’re feeling a 
bit cagey about approaching edu-
cational materials such as, dare I 
say it, books. Fear not, for Friends 
of Fondren Library’s presentation 
of Elizabeth Long’s lecture “Books 
that Shaped my World” will not 
only provide you with the oppor-
tunity to expand your reading list, 
but may also serve as a sort of rein-
troduction therapy into the realm of 
reading. A reception will follow the 
talk. This event is free and open to 
all members of the Rice community.  

What: Senorita Extraviadia  
screening
Where: Rice Media Center
When: 2:30-4:30 p.m. 
From 1993-2001, over 350 young 
women were kidnapped, raped and 
murdered in Juarez, Mexico. To 
this day women continue to disap-
pear  in Juarez. In her documentary, 
Lourdes Portillo investigates these 
unsolved crimes and provides an 
outlet for the families who have 
lost girls in this city altered by the 
effects of a global economy. Today, 
she will present her film in the Rice 
Media Center. Admission is free and 
open to students only. 



As Americans get ready to head to the polls on 
Nov. 6, the presidential contest remains neck-and-
neck. The latest National Thresher poll revealed 
President Barack Obama leading with 48 percent 
compared to 47 percent for Governor Mitt Romney. 
This is well within the margin of error of 20 per-
cent for the newspaper, whose sample size rarely 
exceeds 10.

Obama also holds a slim lead in the Electoral 
Colleges. Currently, Obama has a commanding lead 
over the artistically minded Baker College, environ-
mentally conscious Duncan College and densely 
populated Brown College. On the other hand, Rom-
ney has a strong control of fiscally conservative Wi-
ess College, family values-oriented Hanszen College 
and individualistic-minded Will Rice College.

Despite Republican vice presidential candi-
date Congressman Paul Ryan’s hometown roots 
in Jones College, Obama still looks poised to add 
the college to his total votes. Many attribute this 
to Romney’s opposition to the bailout of the goat 
industry in 2009. Ryan tried to repair his image 
when he called Romney a “goat guy” during the 
vice presidential debate, but this only led to charg-
es that Romney was out of touch with voters be-
cause it made him seem like a goat-human hybrid, 
known as a satyr in Greek mythology. Sid Richard-
son College looked to be a competitive college, but 
an all-out effort from Sid seniors and Romney die-
hards Neeraj Salhotra and Rahul Rekhi has made 
the former governor a modest favorite.

With both camps unable to clear the electoral 
hurdle of 69 votes with their current colleges, there 
has been intense focus on the swing colleges of 
Lovett College and McMurtry College. Despite mil-
lions of dollars in advertising, the races in these col-
leges are at a draw. Statistician Neely Atkins, writer 
of the TwoHundredEighty election blog, summed up 
the race in stark terms.

“The race has come down to one college: 
Lovett,” Atkins said. “Both Romney and Obama 
need the toaster college, and whoever wins there 
will become the next president.”

Romney seemed keenly aware of this fact as he 
held a campaign rally at Lovett yesterday lambasting 
the president’s inability to solve campus crises.

“Obama has done nothing to fix the dire state of 
Rice,” Romney said. “He promised to get us below 
15th in the Princeton Review rankings in his first year 
in office, but we are still 17th. He promised to cut 
down on EMS transports, but we had 11 last week-
end. He promised to bring us back our cups, but they 
are still leprechaun-sized. It’s time for a change.”

While the speech drew big cheers from the 
crowd, not everyone was convinced.

Danny Cohen doubted Romney’s sincerity and 
felt he was just pandering to the crowd.

“Romney seems to change his mind a lot. At 
McMurtry, he campaigns ‘Lovett / Hate it / Burn 
it / Down,’ but at Lovett, he says ‘McMurtry and 
Duncan are the same,’” Cohen said.

Meanwhile, Obama returned to the campaign 
trail in McMurtry after dealing with the storm of nu-
dity that hit Brown this Halloween and left it soaked 
in water balloons and shaving cream. He gave a 
scathing speech attacking Romney’s plans to cut 
budgets to a cheering crowd of supporters.

“We need to tackle our problems together,” 
Obama said. “Romney does not seem to understand 
that everyone needs to do his or her part. He wants to 
cut blanket taxes for the wealthiest of students and 
cut important programs such as Campanile. Imagine 
a school without iPads for the Student Association or 
one that does not spend thousands of dollars to send 
yearbook kids to student media conferences every 
semester so they can produce a hard-cover book that 
lacks everyone’s photograph.”

While the election fervor has grasped most of 
campus, not all students are impressed. Rachel 

Marcus claimed she was voting for third-party 
candidate Gary Johnson.

“I don’t feel like either candidate will represent 
my constitutional rights or my desire for a less mili-
taristic foreign policy,” Marcus said. “And by rights, I 
mean my right to get as high as balls on same dank-
ass chronic, and by less militaristic foreign policy, I 
mean opening the University of Houston border to 
allow me to export the aforementioned dank-ass 
chronic.”

On the other hand, Jordan Bunch feels the en-
tire Electoral Colleges system needs to be changed.

“We have a system where a candidate can lose 
the popular vote and win the election,” Bunch 
said. “Worse, it means Lovett is given the power 
to pick the president. I mean, come on. Lovett 
is a piece of shit block of concrete nobody cares 
about unless there is an election. Has anyone even 
met someone from Lovett?”

Despite these naysayers, Nicole Moody said 
she remains passionate about the election.

“I love Rice, and I love Obama,” Moody said. 
“If he loses, I am going to pack up and go live at 
Martel.”
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WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and Energetic 
teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate is $20 to $32 per 
hour.  Flexible schedules.  We provide all training, 
all training is paid, and we pay for travel.  Email your 
resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum hiring 
tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/High School Math/
Natural & Social Sciences/Humanities. Reliable 
transportation  required. Pay $20-40/hr based on 
experience. Contact 832-428-8330 and email resume 
to siyengar777@gmail.com

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING SQUARED, a private 
tutorial service, needs part-time tutors in Mathemat-
ics, Biology, Chemistry, Phsyics, Spanish, English, 
Economics, and Finance. Flexible hours. EXCEL-
LENT PAY. No house calls. Office located close to 
campus. 713-528-7085

Varsity Tutors has many students seeking smart 
tutors for math, science, languages, all other sub-
jects and test prep. Competitive pay and make your 
own schedule. Only online applications will be con-
sidered.  Please apply at: http://www.varsitytutors.
com/houston-tutoring-jobs.

Bellaire area multidisciplinary psychology/
psychiatry/educationalgroup seeks experienced, 
responsible, dependable, and mature individuals 
to tutor in specific subjects; teach study skills, plan-
ning and organization; and do test prep. Great op-
portunity in progressive group.

2 AKC registered English Bulldogs for free, if inter-
ested please contact; ffbenneth@gmail.com

Lawyer near campus needs part-time help: general 
clerical, typing, research, writing, errands.  We have 
had at least five former Rice students work in this po-
sition that have gone on to become attorneys.  Reply 
to freddietrich@msn.com.

Elite Private Tutors, a Houston-based Rice Alum-
ni’s company, hiring tutors in ALL subjects.  Flexible 
schedule, hip team culture, FREE HOME-COOKED 
INDIAN FOOD every month, CAREER MENTORSHIP 
with Rice Alumni, and HIGH PAY PER HOUR!  You 
must own/have access to a car, passion for working 
with students, and interested in helping them drive 
great grades.  If you are available only in December 
in Houston, please apply too!  Email us at elitepri-
vatetutors@Yahoo.com if you are interested ASAP. 
Local stars helping rising stars!

WORDORIES:  A Place Where Word Meets Story.  Vo-
cabulary.  Humorous.  WORDORY.WORDPRESS.COM

Nanny Needed.  2 Adorable Daughters (age 8 & 11).  
2-6 p.m. M- F (little flexible).  Additional Hours when 
needed.  Pick up from school.  Drive to activities.  
Homework Help.  Must speak English, have well-
maintained car, valid drivers license, live in or out, 
great opportunity

*** TUTOR WANTED *** We are looking for a Rice 
student to teach math & science subjects to our son, 
an 11th grader at our home. We live about a mile 
from the Rice University at West University Place.  If 
interested, please contact the undersigned.  Thanks, 
Jason Shah, 713-668-0946, Jus221@hotmail.com

BREAKING NEWS SPECIAL ELECTION 2012 COVERAGE SPECIAL IMPORTANT EDITION

misclass Post your “misclass” 
on the Backpage’s 
facebook wall.

Write your “misclass” 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

Tweet your “misclass” 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass

“A fucking acorn drew blood from my 
face.” -Richard LedoNOD: EMS Training

“Is this not why you are here? ARE YOU 
NOT ENTERTAINED?” -Baker 13 runner

winner:



ELECTION
by Molly Chiu and  

Anthony Lauriello
Thresher Editorial Staff

Welcome to the Thresher election guide. 
In this insert, you will find a breakdown 
of political views on campus as found in a 
survey conducted by the Thresher, editorial 
opinions on the two presidential candidates 
and summaries about candidates in major 
local elections. For the purposes of our vot-
ers guide, we have only included Republi-
can and Democratic candidates due to space 
limitations and the fact that the vast major-
ity of Rice students will choose from one 
of these two parties. For more information 
about third party candidates please refer to 
the League of Women Voter’s guides or the 

Ted Cruz (R)

U.S. Senator
 Cruz, a candidate endorsed by the Tea 

Party, served as the solicitor general of Texas 
from 2003-08. He won the Republican nomi-
nation for the Senate race after defeating Lt. 
Gov. David Dewhurst in a runoff election.

Cruz supports a balanced budget amend-
ment, the repeal of Obamacare, reducing the 
size and spending of the government, and 

the defense of the constitution, according to 
his campaign website. Cruz says he stands 
on a platform of upholding conservative val-
ues, including the support of a free-market 
economy, the preservation of religious free-
dom, the protection of the country’s borders, 
the defense of the 2nd Amendment and the 
defense of the sanctity of life.

Sadler, who hails from Henderson, Texas, 
served in the Texas House of Representatives 
from 1991 to 2003 and is currently running as 
the Democratic candidate in the race to fill 
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison’s seat.

On the issue of immigration, Sadler sup-
ports the Dream Act and wants to create a 
streamlined way for immigrants to legally 
apply for citizenship. On the issue of foreign 
intervention, Sadler is in favor of effective 
and legitimate intervention on the basis of 
protecting human rights while still respect-

ing national sovereignty. His priority is na-
tional security. On the issue of health care, 
Sadler believes the Affordable Care Act has 
some good aspects which encourage mak-
ing health care more efficient, but he also 
believes the government should continue 
to improve access to health care. On the is-
sue of gridlock in Congress, Sadler says he 
will bring his record of problem-solving to 
Congress and wants to work for practical 
solutions. He says he is open to ideas from 
everyone.

Paul Sadler (D)

U.S. Representative
Poe, the incumbent, lives in Humble, Tex-

as. He has served in this office since Janu-
ary 2005.  Rice was previously represented 
by John Culberson, but due to redistricting, 
Rice now falls into Poe’s district. 

On the issue of immigration, Poe sup-
ports strong border security and wants to 
reform the immigration system to streamline 
the process for legal immigration without 

using dependency or amnesty. He also sup-
ports a guest worker program. On the issue 
of the government’s role in job creation, Poe 
believes the government should lower cor-
porate taxes to promote job creation. Addi-
tionally he is against the idea of government 
imposing excess regulations. He is fiscally 
conservative, and he is in favor of a balanced 
budget amendment.

Dougherty lives in Houston and currently 
works as an attorney, mediator and certified 
public accountant. He has previously served 
as precinct chair of Harris County Precinct 
70 from 1995-2000.

On the issue of immigration, Dougherty 
supports the Dream Act and work visas. He 
believes the U.S. is a country of immigrants 

and that its immigration policy should re-
flect that history. On the issue of the gov-
ernment’s role in job creation, Dougherty 
believes the federal government should 
provide the structure and support for busi-
nesses and individuals to grow and succeed. 
He also supports affordable education and 
entrepreneurship.

Ted Poe (R)

Jim Dougherty (D)

Railroad Commissioner

Craddick, who currently lives in Austin, is a 
small business owner and attorney with a focus 
on the oil and gas industry, among other things. 
She has not previously held public office.

On the issue of energy, Craddick believes 
Texas can be the leader in energy growth for 
the country, using what she calls an “all of the 
above” strategy led by oil and gas production. 
On the subject of safety issues related to urban 
drilling, Craddick says public safety is extremely 
important. She wants to increase the number of 
safety inspectors on pipelines.

Henry is from Mills County, Texas, where 
he formerly served as county commissioner. 
A registered petroleum engineer, he current-
ly serves as a board member of the Kempner 
Water District.

Henry’s primary concern as railroad com-
missioner would be water safety. He would 
focus on protecting the environment, spe-
cifically groundwater, and ensuring that oil 
and gas companies are held accountable in 
following the law, according to his campaign 
website.

Christi Craddick (R) Dale Henry (D)

The Railroad Commissioner of Texas has far more influence and power than its name im-
plies. The agency regulates Texas’ vast energy industry, but strangely enough has no power 
over any actual railroads. 

Smitherman, who lives with his family in 
Austin, has been serving as railroad commis-
sioner since July 2011 and now is seeking an 
unexpired term. He has previously served as 
chair of the public utility commission.

On the issue of energy, Smitherman be-
lieves Texas has an abundance of energy 
resources and that while renewable energy 

is part of the abundance, it should not use 
taxpayer money. Instead, Smitherman wants 
to focus on oil and gas production, which he 
says will provide jobs and protect national 
security. On the subject of safety issues in 
urban drilling, Smitherman says he will en-
force the current rules protecting health and 
safety but will not impose new regulations.

Barry Smitherman (R)
Railroad Commissioner, Unexpired Term

State Representative
Davis, who lives in West University Place, 

is the incumbent. She was elected to the po-
sition in 2010 and currently serves on the 
Public Health and Judiciary and Civil Juris-
prudence Committees.

On the issue of state finances, Davis 
wants to ensure that we get the most out of 

our money. She wants to focus on creating 
more jobs and strengthening the economy. 
On the issue of domestic trafficking, Davis 
wants to fund rehabilitation services like 
safe houses and to enforce laws against traf-
ficking of minors. She is a co-author of HB 
2014, a human trafficking bill.

Johnson, a Houston resident, is an attor-
ney who represents child victims of harass-
ment and bullying. She has not previously 
held a public office.

On the issue of state finances, Johnson 
says she will fight in Austin to ensure that 
Texas gets its share of federal funds, such 

as $76 billion for Medicaid, which would 
go toward patient care at the Texas Medical 
Center. On the issue of domestic trafficking, 
Johnson says she currently works for vic-
tims. She wants to enforce laws to protect 
these victims and provide resources for their 
safety and rehabilitation.

Sarah Davis (R)

Ann Johnson (D)

2012 GUIDE

District Attorney 
Anderson has 17 years of experience as a 

prosecutor and has served as assistant dis-
trict attorney. He has 12 years of experience 
as a judge and has served as a state district 
judge. He currently lives with his family in 
Houston.

In response to Harris County’s growing 
population, Anderson says he would main-
tain a strong staff of well-prepared prosecu-

tors. He says his office would aggressively 
pursue a good position for plea bargains. 
On the issue of driving under the influence 
and drug cases, Anderson says he would 
prosecute according to the law. On the issue 
of DA relations with other law enforcement, 
Anderson says he would work as a team with 
law enforcement to ensure that criminals are 
off the street and prosecuted.

Mike Anderson (R)

Oliver lives in Houston and has practiced 
criminal law for more than 35 years. He has 
previously worked as a deputy in the Harris 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

In response to the growing population 
in Harris County, Oliver says he wants to fo-
cus working hours on prosecuting corporate 
crime and corruption and create time-effi-

cient guidelines for prosecuting drug cases. 
On the issue of DUI and drug cases, Oliver 
says he will prosecute cases involving even 
trace amounts of drugs and will mandate 
rehab in all drug cases. On the issue of DA 
relations with other law enforcement, Oliver 
says he hopes for cooperation from both par-
ties and to avoid corruption and politics.

Lloyd Wayne Oliver (D)

Guthrie, a native of Humble, Texas, start-
ed working in the Harris County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice in 1991. He currently serves as the vice 
president of the Harris County Cultural Edu-
cation Facilities Finance Corporation.

Guthrie says his opponent has cut pa-
trol positions while in office, which he says 
has resulted in an increase in violent crime. 
Guthrie says he would eliminate bureaucra-
cy at the top and put patrol positions back 
on the streets.

Garcia, a Houston resident, is the incum-
bent, serving as Harris County Sheriff since 
2008. Before becoming sheriff, he served 23 
years with the Houston Police Department 
and six years as a Houston city councilman.

Garcia says that during his time in office 
he has scaled back his office’s budget and 
plans to stay under budget. He says he would 
continue emphasizing the use of techno-
logical and cost-efficient strategies to keep 
crime in check.

Louis Guthrie (R) Adrian Garcia (D)

Sheriff

G r e e n , 
Libertarian and Constitu-
tion Party websites. All candidate positions 
are taken from either their official campaign 
websites or their responses to the questions 
posed by the League of Women Voters. The 
LWV is a nonpartisan organization with the 
goal of ensuring that each voter casts an in-
formed vote. 

For a full list of the candidates and their 
positions for all races on the ballot, visit 
www.lwvhouston.org. To view the full ballot 
that you will see in the voting booth, visit 
www.harrisvotes.com.

On Election Day, you must vote in your 
assigned precinct and location. If you reg-
istered using your Rice address, your poll-

ing place is the Miner 
Lounge. This is located on the first floor 
of the Rice Memorial Center across the hall 
from the Office of Academic Advising. If you 
registered using another Houston address, 
check your precinct number on your voter 
registration card. You can find a list of the 
polling locations by precinct by visiting 
www.harrisvotes.com.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Nov. 6. To vote, present your 
voter registration card or some other form 
of identification, such as a driver’s license, 
passport, birth certificate, or even a pay-
check that shows your name and address. 

You do not need to present a photo 
ID card to vote. When you enter the voting 
booth, you may bring written notes or a Vot-
ers’ Guide, but you may not use electronics 
such as phones or laptops. By law, no can-
didate may campaign within 100 feet of a 
polling place. 

If you encounter any problems on Elec-
tion Day, call the County Clerk’s office at 
713-755-6965, the Texas Secretary of State 
Election Division at 1-800-252-8683 or the 
United States Department of Justice at 
1-800-253-3931.



Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity, Referendum on Street Improve-
ment Mobility Program

“The continued dedication of 
up to 25 [percent] of METRO’s sales 
and use tax revenues for street im-
provements and related projects for 
the period [Oct.] 1, 2014, through 
[Dec.] 31, 2025, as authorized by law 
and with no increase in the current 
rate of METRO’s sales and use tax.”

Currently, METRO’s funds come 
from a 1 percent tax revenue, a 
quarter of which Harris County 
uses for street improvements and 
other projects. The METRO refer-
endum would extend this arrange-
ment. If it is not approved, METRO 
would be able to use 100 percent 
of its funds from the tax. Support-
ers of the referendum believe it is 
a useful way to pay off short-term 
debt while also funding bus and 
bus shelter improvements. Oppo-
nents believe the referendum will 
prevent METRO from using funds 
for future rail expansion.

METRO Referendum 
Election

In the City of Houston Propositions A-E, voters have 
the choice to approve or reject the sale of new bonds 
by the city of Houston to raise funding for various cap-
ital improvement projects. The sale of these bonds 
will not affect city tax rates.

Houston Community 
College System 
Bond Election

“The issuance of $425,000,000 
school building bonds for con-
struction, acquisition, and 
equipment of school buildings 
in the system, school sites and 
the levying of the tax in payment 
thereof.” 

The $425 million will go toward 
all HCC campuses for renovat-
ing facilities and obtaining more 
modern technology, especially in 
science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics areas.

Houston Independent School District 
Schoolhouse Bond Election

“The issuance by Houston 
Independent School District of 
$1,890,000,000 schoolhouse 
bonds for the construction, acqui-
sition and equipment of school 
buildings in the district (includ-
ing the rehabilitation, renova-
tion, expansion and improvement 
thereof) and the purchase of the 
necessary sites for school build-
ings, and the levying of the tax in 
payment thereof.”

 The $1.89 billion will go toward 
modernizing and building new 
schools and making improve-

ments on all HISD campuses. The 
largest portion of the bond, $1.36 
billion, would be used to rebuild or 
renovate 28 district high schools. 
Other projects include three new 
elementary schools, converting 
five elementary schools to K-8 
campuses and improving tech-
nology  among others. If the bond 
is passed, HISD plans to gradu-
ally increase the property tax rate, 
eventually reaching a maximum 
of 4.85 cents per $100 of taxable 
value by 2017, according to the 
HISD website.

Special Referendums 
and Bond Elections

City of Houston, Proposition A

“The issuance of $144,000,000 
public safety improvement bonds 
for the acquisition, construction, re-
habilitation and equipment of pub-
lic safety public improvements for 
police and fire departments and the 
levying of taxes sufficient for the pay-
ment thereof and interest thereon.”

 Public Safety 

“The issuance of $166,000,000 
park improvement bonds for the 
conservation, improvement, acqui-
sition, construction and equipment 
of neighborhood parks, recreation-
al facilities and bayous, including 
such green spaces along all bayous 
to create an integrated system of 

bayou walking, running and bicy-
cle trails to enhance, preserve and 
protect the health of citizens, water 
quality, natural habitat and native 
wildlife and the levying of taxes 
sufficient for the payment thereof 
and interest thereon.”

Parks and Bayou Trails

 “The issuance of $57,000,000 perma-
nent public improvement bonds for the 
acquisition, construction, rehabilitation, 
remediation and equipment of perma-
nent improvements that support public 
health, sanitation and other essential 
general services of the city and the levy-
ing of taxes sufficient for the payment 
thereof and interest thereon.”

Public Health Improvements

 “The issuance of $28,000,000 li-
brary improvement bonds for the 
acquisition, construction, rehabil-
itation and equipment of the pub-
lic library system and the levying 
of taxes sufficient for the payment 
thereof and interest thereon.”

“The issuance of $15,000,000 af-
fordable housing bonds for the ac-
quisition, construction, rehabilita-
tion and equipment of affordable 
housing and the levying of taxes suf-
ficient for the payment thereof and 
interest thereon.”

 Public Housing

 Public Library
City of Houston, Proposition C City of Houston, Proposition D

City of Houston, Proposition B City of Houston, Proposition E



Politics often resemble an 
exciting football game, with 
constantly changing scores 
and surprise plays. However, 
ignoring the attack ads, the 
accusations and the spin, it 
is clear that on Nov. 6 Ameri-
cans face an important choice 
of who to pick to lead this 
country. Choosing the presi-
dent is never a burden to be 
taken lightly, but this year’s 
election is especially impor-
tant. The U.S. is at a cross-
roads in a changing world, 
and there are two candidates 
with different opinions about 
how big government should 
be and, more fundamentally, 
why it should exist.  

After analyzing these ques-
tions for some time, it be-
came clear to me that the 
right choice is Governor Mitt 
Romney. While there were 
many reasons for this deci-
sion, here are the top three:
We don’t deserve excuses 

It is of no doubt that Presi-
dent Barack Obama inherited 

difficult circumstances when 
he came into office. Howev-
er, he also rose to power on 
a wave of optimism, strong 
electoral support and a House 
and Senate controlled by the 
Democratic Party. The rea-
son for his landslide victory, 
in which he won Republican 
bulwarks such as Indiana, 
was that Obama promised 
change. He promised bipar-
tisan solutions and to reach 
across the aisle to Republi-
cans. The Bush years had di-
vided Americans, and many 
looked forward to a time 
when everyone could come 
together.

What we got was something 
altogether different. Obama 
rammed his healthcare bill 
through using reconcilia-
tion and failed to reach any 
consensus with Republicans. 
This created the backlash 
that gave birth to the Tea Par-
ty movement. It is of no doubt 
that those on the right should 
have done better at compro-
mising, but Obama’s failure at 
almost every turn, from pass-

Anthony Lauriello
Thresher Editorial Staff

AMERICA    WHO SHOULD 

ELECT?

Special Referendums 
and Bond Elections

Julian Yao
Thresher Editorial Staff

As Barack Obama was sworn 
in as the 44th president of the 
United States on the ledge of the 
United States Capitol on a chilly 
January morning in 2009, the 
American economy was crum-
bling and suffering from the 
worst financial crisis since the 
Great Depression. The president 
inherited an economy that was 
losing 800,000 jobs a month; in 
2008 alone, the U.S. lost 2.6 mil-
lion jobs. Three and a half years 
later, despite a do-nothing Con-
gress controlled by the Republi-
can Party, Obama avoided a sec-
ond Great Depression and led the 
steady recovery of the economy. 
Americans have seen 31 straight 
months of job growth and over 
5.2 million new private sector jobs 
created. The Affordable Care Act 
is bringing millions of formerly 
uninsured Americans reliable 

and affordable health care, and 
people with pre-existing condi-
tions can no longer be denied 
coverage. Gay and lesbian Amer-
icans who defend the U.S. on 
the front lines of battle can now 
serve the country without having 
to suppress their sexual orienta-
tion. Women are now legally pro-
tected from discriminatory pay 
in the workplace. Detroit is alive, 
and Osama Bin Laden is dead.

While the U.S. is on the path 
toward recovery, the economy 
is at risk of falling into another 
recession if the wrong policies 
are enacted. Obama has a clear 
and sensible plan for restoring 
the economy and has a balanced 
approach toward reducing the 
deficit. Obama has laid out a 
long-term economic plan that fo-
cuses on the success of the mid-
dle class through investments 
in education, infrastructure de-

velopment, small businesses, 
research, technology and clean 
energy, all while extending the 
tax cuts for the middle class and 
asking the wealthy to pay a little 
bit more so that millionaires are 
not paying lower tax rates than 
secretaries. Asking the wealthy 
to pay their fair share, control-
ling spending cuts and ending 
the war in Afghanistan would re-
sponsibly reduce the deficit by $4 
trillion in the next decade. Gov-
ernor Mitt Romney’s economic 
plan, however vague, slashes 
funding for education, research 
and technology, all while cutting 
taxes for millionaires and further 
burdening the deficit through an 
unnecessary $2 trillion expan-
sion of the Department of De-
fense’s budget. Romney’s plan 
to permanently extend former 
President George W. Bush’s tax 
cuts and eliminate 

long-term capital gains taxes 
would only boost the welfare of 
millionaires and exacerbate the 
income gap. Romney’s tax plan 
will actually increase the debt 
because he has failed to identify 
offsets to his increased spending 
and decreased revenue. The U.S. 
cannot afford more inequality, 
particularly on the backs of the 
country’s most financially inse-
cure.

On Tuesday, you are faced 
with a clear choice: a choice be-
tween a path that would revert 
us back to the backward and ir-
responsible policies that led the 
U.S. to the economic crisis in the 
first place, or a path that would 
continue the secure path toward 
recovery and responsibly move 
the country forward. America is 
recovering; we cannot afford to 
turn back now. 

ness because it is what he has 
been doing for all of his life. 
Obama may claim that he will 
change the economy, but the 
past four years have proven 
that he is unable to do so. 
Furthermore, it stretches cre-
dulity when Obama claims to 
support business but, in re-
ality, is universally feared by 
the business community. It is 
no secret that almost all busi-
ness organizations have spent 
countless dollars to defeat the 
incumbent.

Romney will help grow the 
economy by providing jobs 
for people, cutting regulation 
and allowing for the energy 
industry to flourish. Perhaps 
most importantly, he will cut 
the ballooning debt and pro-
vide much needed entitlement 
reform. The U.S. economy 
cannot be considered sound 
when the government’s debt 
far exceeds our gross domes-
tic product.

 For these reasons and more, 
I voted Romney for president 
this election. I hope you do 
the same.

ing needed immigration reform 
to the debt ceiling, proved he 
cannot rise to the challenge of 
being president. We can sympa-
thize with the problems Obama 
has, but as our leader it is his job 
to solve them. Excuses simply do 
not cut it.
Romney has a proven 

track record
Despite the attempts to paint 

Romney as an ideologue, the 
former governor’s experience 
shows he knows the value of 
bipartisanship and compro-
mise. Romney was elected in 
one of America’s most liberal 
states and successfully passed 
a state healthcare exchange by 
working with the Democratic 
legislature. Yes, Romney had to 
veer to the right in order to win 
the primary, but as the debates 
have shown, the real Romney 
is a moderate willing to listen 
and explore the opposition’s 
ideas. And the U.S. has not had 
that for four years.
It’s the economy stupid

In the end, this election re-
ally boils down to the econo-
my. Romney understands busi-



How will Rice vote?

Economy

Health care

Federal/Budget/Defecit

Education

Foreign Policy

Energy/environment/
climate change

Role of government

Immigration

Same-sex marraige

Abortion

Homeland security

Social security

Gun control

Priority of the 
election issues:
MOST CONCERNED

LEAST CONCERNED

In general, do you think things in the U.S. are headed in the right direction?

YES NO MIXED OPINION/ 
UNDECIDED

Ve ry Bad

Bad

Fa ir

Good

Ve ry Good

How would you rate the economic 
condition of the U.S. today?

Disapprove

Approve

Strongly disapprove

Strongly approve

Do you approve or disapprove of how 
Obama is handling his duties?

25.81%
21.7

9%
47.4

0%

If the election were held today, 
who would you vote for?

OBAMA76.71%

ROMNEY23.29%

Strongly Unfavorable

Unfavorable

Neutral

Favorable

Strongly favorable

Do you have a favorable or 
unfavorable view of Joe Biden?

Do you have a favorable or 
unfavorable view of Paul Ryan?

Strongly Unfavorable

Unfavorable

Neutral

Favorable

Strongly favorable

Behind the numbers: respondent demographics

59.87%
39.66%

*Out of 648 total respondents
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Disapprove: 12.58%

Approve: 55.28%

Strongly Disapprove: 11.18%

Strongly Approve: 17.7%

Very Bad: 4.95%

Bad: 26.01%

Fair: 60.22%

Good: 8.36%

Very Good: 0.46%

Strongly Unfavorable: 9.18%

Unfavorable: 11.51%

Neutral: 32.81%

Favorable: 32.04%

Strongly favorable: 14.46%

Strongly Unfavorable: 40.87%

Unfavorable: 21.67%

Neutral: 20.9%

Favorable: 11.15%

Strongly favorable: 5.42%
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