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For spring registration, stu-
dents will use a new course reg-
istration process that prioritizes 
based on matriculation year rather 
than number of credit hours, ac-
cording to Dean of Undergraduates 
John Hutchinson. 

Students will have 11 days, 
starting Nov. 1, to work with an 
online shopping cart on ESTHER, 
putting in or taking out first and 
second choice courses without 
any consequence, Hutchinson 
said. At 11:59 p.m. on Nov. 11, the 
cart will close and finalize. From 
then until 5 p.m. the next day, 
the system will sort students into 
courses with priority being given 
by matriculation year rather than 
total credit hour; those with the 
further matriculation year will 
have priority over those who more 
recently matriculated.

According to Hutchinson, the 
system will use a graduation year 
by adding four to regular students’ 
matriculation year. Transfer stu-
dents will add three.

At 5 p.m. on Nov. 12, after the 
system finishes, students will be 
able to see their schedules. A day 
and a half later, at 7 a.m. on Nov. 
14, the add-drop period will begin; 
each matriculation year, in order 
of priority, will have 10 minutes, 
followed by open add-drop where 
anyone can finalize their schedule. 
After that, it is the same system of 
special registrations and waitlists. 

Hutchinson said the 11-day 
period allows students to get any 
advising they need and that last-
minute advising will be possible 
in the day and a half between the 
schedules coming out and the be-
ginning of the add-drop period.

“When students add a course 
to their shopping cart, they’ll be 
able to see how many others, by 
year, currently have the same 
course in their carts,” Hutchinson 
said. “That way, if you know you 
won’t have a chance at getting a 
spot, you won’t waste one of your 
choices on it.”

The new system, developed by 
Technical Manager for Administra-
tive Systems Bob Truscott, changes 
the algorithm for course assign-
ment, Hutchinson said.

“There are two goals with the 
change,” Hutchinson said. “One 
is to make the process less stress-
ful and less frantic, with no more 
rushing to get course numbers 
into the system. The new system 
is user-friendly and gives time for 
proper advising. The second goal 
is to make the entire course regis-
tration process more equitable.”

According to Registrar David 
Tenney, the new system will re-
move the advantage for students 
coming in with a lot of credit hours.

by AmaNda MacDoNald
Thresher StaFF

A population of 50,000 living on 
a network of manmade islands, com-
plete with schools and crops, could be 
more than just a science fiction fantasy, 
thanks to Rice University architecture 
students. Their proposal for a safe, 
sustainable way to access offshore oil 
reserves scored the team and the uni-
versity $40,000 total, the top prize of 

the Odebrecht Award for Sustainable 
Development.

McMurtry College fifth-year archi-
tecture student Joanna Luo, Brown 
College fifth-year Alex Yuen, Hanszen 
College fifth-year Weijia Song and ad-
vising professor Neeraj Bhatia beat 
out 422 students from 173 universi-
ties to win this prestigious national 
award. Johns Hopkins students won 
second, and North Carolina State Uni-
versity students took third, according 

to the Odebrecht Award website. 
Entries were required to apply sus-

tainability principles to an innovative 
engineering, chemical or architectural 
project, according to the competition 
guidelines found on the website.

Luo, currently working in New York 
as part of Rice’s architecture program, 
said she was surprised her group won 
in a competition that seemed to be 
geared towards engineers.

by Seth BrowN
Editor iN ChieF

Student leaders from each of 
the student-run businesses met 
with Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson on Wednesday to re-
quest that he work to relieve SRBs 
of the administrative and rental fees 
they must pay to the university. 

Rice’s three SRBs are Coffee-
house, Willy’s Pub and the Hoot; 
they were represented at the meet-
ing by Coffeehouse General Manager 
Emika Ijuin, Pub General Manager 
Jordan Rueter and the Hoot Market-
ing Manager Helene Dick.

The annual administrative fees 
go primarily toward supporting the 
salaries of staff advisers to the SRBs, 
according to Dick, a Martel College 
junior. According to Rueter, Willy’s 
Pub must pay a rental fee of $9,000 
and, according to Ijuin, Coffehouse 
must pay $10,800 a year, respective-
ly, to the Student Center.

No other student-run program at 
Rice is held responsible for paying 
rental fees to the university or advis-
ing resources fees, Dick said. 

Currently, the three SRBs are ad-
vised by Student Center Assistant Di-
rector of Marketing Erin Willey and 
Student Center Assistant Director 
of Student Businesses Kerim Davis. 
Willey declined to comment on the 
situation.

“We’re just asking that we don’t 
have to pay, at a minimum, these 
costs that aren’t incurred [by] other 
organizations,” Dick said. “We do 
not believe these charges are in the 
spirit of the educational nature of 
SRB. We’re not businesses at the 
end of the day. We’re student-run 
businesses, and that’s a whole 
other animal.”

Hutchinson declined to comment 
on the situation except that he would 
first need time to discuss with his 
staff the requests made by the SRBs.

The Student Center decides 
the distribution of administrative 
fees across the three businesses 
annually, Dick said.

“The distribution is decided [...] 
on the ‘basis of what we can afford,’ 
not on the basis of the actual hours 
we spend with our advisers,” Dick 
said. “Given the volatile nature of our 
market – the Rice community is not 
the most stable demographic – we 
all feel that the fees prevent us [from] 
ensuring our developmental stabil-
ity as well as future growth.”

Specifically, Ijuin, Dick and Ru-
eter asked that Hutchinson recom-
mend to Vice President for Finance 
Kathy Collins that the university re-
lieve the SRBs of their rental fees and 
that he provide for an addition to the 
Student Center budget to accommo-
date for the administrative fees cur-
rently charged to the SRBs.

Sports                                     p. 15

Defeat in Oklahoma
Rice football faced off against the University 
of Tulsa last Saturday in a close game that 
ended in a 28-24 loss for the Owls.

Op-Ed                                    p. 2

Keep it green
After a non-green Centennial Week-
end, Christina Hughes advocates for 
increased recycling on campus.

Jiggle my Joystick

It is that wonderful time of year again 
when all the undergraduates come out 
to play. Get your Fifty Shades level of 
freak on at Wiess College’s annual Night 
of Decadence. NODtendo 69: Block My 
Cartridge will bring out a whole other 
side to Peach and Pikachu that students 
will not be able to forget.

Money, money, money
This week’s election coverage dis-
cusses both candidates’ stances on the 
national debt. 

Local                                        p. 21

Power to the people
Rice Empower is reaching out to local 
schools to help encourage kids to pursue 
STEM career paths.

Architecture students win national prize

Registration 
overhauled 

Student-run 
businesses 
set demands

Owls seek first 
place in C-USA today

0see Women’s Soccer, page 14

0see SRB, page 5

Homes for Heroes
Rebuilding Together Houston will com-
pete in Aprons in Action, run by Home 
Depot, for a prize of $25,000 to help 
build homes for veterans and the eldery.

A&E                                          p. 18

The traveling show
Martel College senior Maggie Sulc’s The 
Failures will be on the move, showing to-
night at Jones and tomorrow at Martel.

0see Register, page 5

0see PRIZE, page 7

Courtesy Joanna Luo
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Student-run 
businesses 

should not have 
to pay advisers

In light of the recent demands to 
waive the fees for advisers and rent 
made by the coalition of SRBs to the 
Office of the Dean of Undergraduates, 
the Thresher believes there is certainly 
more the administration could do to 
foster and support SRBs on campus.

Rice’s SRBs are a vital part of Rice’s 
culture, both socially and education-
ally. Besides contributing to Rice’s 
awards in entrepreneurship and qual-
ity of life, these businesses offer work-
study jobs to students who may not 
otherwise be able to pay their tuition, 
as well as serving as on-campus job op-
portunities that make coming to Rice 
enticing to many prospective students. 
Most importantly, they serve as learn-
ing experiences for students to get lead-
ership and management experience 
to prepare them for business in a way 
that books simply cannot. These busi-
nesses give students the chance to be 
innovative and try to solve real-world 
problems – and similar to positions in 
the college system, they give students 
the opportunity to fail and learn from 
their decisions.

Having some sort of adviser is im-
portant for these businesses’ success, 
but this person’s fees should not have 
to come from the businesses’ earnings. 
An adviser’s suggestions can vastly 
contribute to the learning process these 
businesses offer, which makes it a fee 
the university should be happy to pick 
up. The point of an adviser is to help 
guide successful business plans, so 
they should not strain struggling stu-
dent companies. Rice can afford to pay 
those who serve in advisory roles, and 
this small investment in SRBs will help 
the businesses  to invest in themselves.

One issue involved with waiving 
these fees is what SRBs would do with 
the extra funds they would gain by 
having adviser fees waived. Businesses 
should put forward specific proposals 
to outline what sorts of events or prod-
ucts this revenue would go to in order 
to justify administration funds that 
might otherwise sponsor other kinds of 
student activities.

While real-world businesses are not 
forced to pay for an adviser, they do 
need to pay rent. Paying rent is a nor-
mal business cost that needs to be bud-
geted in all business systems. While 
Rice should endeavor to keep these 
prices reasonable, businesses need to 
feel some sense of responsibility for 
their space and its cost.

Charging for a business adviser is 
unreasonable and not a part of real-
world business practices, so the admin-
istration should immediately stop its 
policy of forcing SRBs to pay for their 
advisers. However, businesses also 
need the real-world experience of pay-
ing rent and establishing a viable enter-
prise under realistic parameters. Busi-
nesses and the administration need to 
be able to work together to restructure 
Rice’s business environment in order to 
maintain the tradition of SRBs, which 
is important to Rice’s identity and  
student life.

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

cartoon by elena lacey and anthony lauriello

To the editor,
In the midst of Rice’s 100th year of exis-

tence, I feel I am constantly being inundated 
with Rice’s self-praise. Rice is a phenom-
enal place. Its warm community and sooth-
ing inclusivity are truthfully unparalleled 
in societal institutions. Its academics, while 
overwhelming and sometimes even rigorous, 
are exemplary. Rice also boasts the highest 
endowment-per-student ratio in the nation. 
Which then begs the question:

Why in God’s good name is the toilet paper 
so deplorable?

In this age of glory and praise, I would be 
morally remiss if I did not articulate the pas-
sionate cries of the common student. Rice is 
considered by a most certainly reliable study 
to have the happiest students. Of course, an 
emotion is something easily quantifiable, thus 
I have heard this statistic quoted more times 
than the average student has even considered 
attending a Rice athletic event. If it is not for 
the oh-my-God academics that push people to 
cheat and/or despise themselves, the wildly 
anti-climactic social life or the smell of sweaty 
vaginas at Night of Decadence, it is certainly 
not the toilet paper that breeds such joy in our 
students. Anal friction leads to social friction. 

Although Rice students generally have 
never shotgunned a beer in their lives, they 
have all defecated. Defecating should be 
happy and comfortable in such a happy and  
comfortable place.

I am using the Centennial event as an op-
portunity to demand an upgrade to the sand-
paper dispensers that currently populate 
Rice’s toilet facilities. I may or may not have 
hemorrhoids but certainly can empathize with 
that lifestyle. On the bottom of every syllabus, 
the professor places a disclaimer stating that 
any student with a disability can be accom-
modated in his or her class. Every first day of 
class, I walk right up to the professor, shake 
his or her hand, and say, “Hello. I am excited 
to be in your class. My name is Larry Fitzger-
ald, and I may or may not have hemorrhoids.” 
The professor is usually stupefied.

Whether or not this condition is prim is 
not the question. It is a condition. And Rice 
fails oh-so-dramatically in accommodating 

the needs of its students with this condi-
tion. Now, although the option brings forth 
a charming nostalgia in me, I am not ex-
pecting the professor to take me to the bath-
room and wipe my anus with the patience of  
pre-kindergarten caring.

There are so many posters everywhere on 
campus, informing me of what to do and how 
to feel. “Bell or yell.” “Plan ahead, go to bed.” 
Where are the posters directing me to a girl-
friend? Or teaching ways to improve my self-
esteem? Or helping me cope with erectile dys-
function – or embracing such a frustrating sex 
life that renders ED irrelevant?

Or telling me what to do about my poten-
tially existent hemorrhoids.

Last year, on a glorious Sunday after-
noon, I may or may not have defecated in the 
Will Rice College quad and may or may not 
know that that experience was only slight-
ly worse than taking a traditional dump at 
 Rice University.  

I am currently in the process of contacting 
the Charmin bear. I plan on convincing him to 
be in my fraternity so he can be my pledge and 
follow me around with his toilet paper. I yearn 
to twinkle with the same facial expression the 
little bear does in the Charmin commercial. I 
have not been that happy since the last time a 
female commented on the size of my penis in a 
positive and sincere manner, which happened 
just last never. 

So President David Leebron, when you 
are not busy obsessing with the U.S. News & 
World Report, implementing the most inhu-
mane parking system or delivering deflating 
jokes, make an investment that will matter not 
only in the hearts of Rice’s students, but also 
in their behinds.    

I have not been this upset since the day 
passion orange guava juice died. Do not en-
hance my water. Enhance my toilet paper.

Or our bloody bumholes will take to  
bloody revolt. 

Speaking with courage to expose the real 
Rice University,

Anonymous 
Lovett College 
Class of 2014

Letter to the Editor thresher-ops@rice.edu
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The Rice Ring is a tradition almost as old as 
the university itself. Created in 1916 and fully 
designed by students, the Rice Ring under-
went one more change in 1917 before being fi-
nalized in 1918. The ring remained unchanged 
until last year, when the first ring committee 
and the Association of Rice Alumni voted to 
add the option of engraved college crests on 
the interior face of the ring. The Rice Ring now 
fully represents the complete Rice experience: 
the loyalty we all have to our respective colleg-
es, our graduation year and the pride we feel 
for our university as a whole. The Rice Ring is 
our lifelong connection to the university that 
has given us all so much, and the physical rep-
resentation of the blood, sweat and tears we 
all have put in during our time at Rice.

 

In recent years, Rice has had poor partici-
pation when it comes to ring sales, especially 
compared to other universities. However, over 
the past two years, a campus-wide ring com-
mittee has been formed to renew the tradition, 
and increase both sales and visibility of the 
Rice Ring. This spring, for the first time, there 
will be a campus-wide Ring Celebration held 
to celebrate the tradition of carrying a Rice 
Ring in this Centennial year. Details are still 
being finalized, but the event will be similar 
in format to the Senior Toast: a sophisticated 
event where you will receive your ring and cel-
ebrate four years of hard work at Rice. The ring 
committee and the Office of Alumni Affairs are 
working hard to put on a great event that is 
commensurate with the prestige of earning a 
Rice Ring. In addition to the Ring Celebration, 
the ring allows access to the alumni tent dur-
ing Beer Bike and Homecoming, and there is 
a program in the works that is similar to the 
Hedgehopper program, where alumni wearing 
their Rice Ring will receive discounts around 
Houston.

A common question the ring committee 
has received is, “Why should I buy a ring?” 

The simple answer is because it looks so darn 
sexy. But on a more serious note, the ring is 
easily recognized by alumni, and I personally 
have made several connections with alumni 
wearing their rings this semester, including 
someone interviewing me for a job. The Rice 
alumni network grows larger every year, and 
the more alumni wearing rings, the more vis-
ibility Rice has around the world. The Rice 
Ring represents a potential connection made 
in a Houston coffee shop or an airport in Eu-
rope. Rice alumni are spread across the world 
doing incredible things, and a Rice Ring is the 
easiest way to recognize and connect with a 
fellow Owl.

Rings can be purchased at the bookstore 
at any time, but representatives from Balfour, 
the exclusive Rice Ring company, will be in 
the student center from Oct. 30 - Nov. 1 from 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Rings are available in a variety of 
sizes and metals, including the new and con-
siderably cheaper celestrium (stainless steel) 
and sterling silver options. Interest-free pay-
ment plans are available in order to ease the 
cost of buying a ring.

Graduating from Rice is a huge accom-
plishment and purchasing a Rice Ring is a 
great way to commemorate your hard work 
and dedication. On a final note, during Com-
mencement, when President David Leebron 
asks the seniors to turn their rings to face the 
outside world, we will all know that our time 
at Rice has come to an end. However, wearing 
the Rice Ring is a constant reminder of the un-
forgettable memories we all have made here 
and how our time at Rice will continue to in-
fluence the rest of our lives.

    
                Zack Panos is a 
Hanszen college senior.

University needs to make strides 
in better outdoor recycling options 

Go bling with a Rice Ring and make
a lifelong connection with Rice

Zack Panos
Rice alumni are spread 
across the world doing 
incredible things, and a Rice 
Ring is the easiest way to 
recognnize and connect with 
a fellow owl.

I am sure people have their fair share of com-
plaints about the Centennial Picnic and home-
coming tailgate (don’t get me started about 
those lines), but there was something else that 
crushed me about the way these events were 
handled. I am generally against disposable 
water bottles, but it was a million degrees at 
that tailgate, and I’ll admit it – I caved. How-
ever, amid the waves of heat and alumni, I 
decided to try a little experiment on Saturday, 
Oct. 13. I decided to stubbornly hold on to my 
technically recyclable containers until I could 
find a recycling bin. After hours of awkwardly 
bulging pockets and almost a mile of walking, 
I finally found one: back in my room at Baker 
College. From this experience, I feel pretty jus-
tified in my assumption that most other stu-
dents got rid of their own bottles and cans that 
day in one of the overflowing oil-drum garbage 
cans in and around the stadium or along the  
Inner Loop.

This is definitely not the first time this has 
happened. In fact, at almost every Rice event I 
have attended where water bottles have been 
handed out, there were no recycling facilities 
in sight. What makes these most recent events 
worse, however, is that they were held to com-
memorate our Centennial. So much empha-
sis has been placed on how the university 
has grown and what enormous strides we’ve 
made. So much money and effort went into the 
last-minute campus facelift. Celebrate Rice: 
100 years without public recycling. Isn’t any-
one else embarrassed?

Think for a moment about how many dis-
posable water bottles and sodas must have 
been consumed during the Centennial. All 
of that could have been recycled, but I am 
guessing that over half of it is now in a land-
fill somewhere, poisoning our planet. Parents 
and alumni cannot be expected to know there 
are recycling bins outside the Grand Hall in 
the RMC, if you just walk all the way across the 
courtyard, go through those double-doors and 
turn right.

Although Rice has had some chest-thump-
ing moments in terms of sustainability im-
provements, outdoor recycling is obviously 
not one of them. The complete and utter lack 
of outdoor, public-use recycling bins on our 
campus is actually ridiculous. I can guarantee 
there is not a single location to recycle along 
the entire Inner Loop of campus, except some-
times outside Valhalla. (Four for you Valhalla. 
You go, Valhalla). So what is the point of hav-
ing single-stream recycling if people have no-
where to recycle?

Curious as to the uniqueness of our predic-
ament, I did some basic research on outdoor 
recycling in the United States. There are many 
universities and even several cities able to pro-
vide accessible, public-use, outdoor recycling 
bins for their populations. Yet for some rea-
son, our prestigious, private, four-year univer-
sity has not been able to handle providing the 
same services for a 300-acre campus in the 25-
plus years since recycling services have been 
offered in Houston. I know students have been 
hearing about cutbacks and inadequate fund-
ing (see Centennial Spectacle) at Rice, but these 
are recycling bins I’m talking about, not the  
Turrell Skyspace.

So, what can we do about the recycling 
bin problem? I personally do not believe 
this is something students should have to 
apply for and use RESET funding for; that 
should be reserved for new and innovative 
energy-saving initiatives. Recycling isn’t 
exactly a new concept. Students, though,  
have influence. 

To be fair, Facilities, Engineering and Plan-
ning has previously considered providing In-
ner Loop recycling receptacles but has always 
prioritized other purchases. And what about 
at student events? Did no one really even con-
sider providing recycling bins at the North and 
South Colleges Block Parties, Centennial Pic-
nic or the homecoming tailgate this past week-
end? I am a firm believer that every trash can 
should have a recycling bin alongside it. Now, 
I may be writing all of this under the assump-
tion that people live in an age where recycling 
is a first inclination – that all those water and 
soda bottles sticking out of the trash bins are 
because of inadequate recycling facilities, not 
laziness. That may be overly optimistic, but 
regardless, should we not be a school that ca-
ters to those who care, rather than those who  
do not?

    
                Christina Hughes is a  

Baker College senior.

Christina Hughes

As students don hot Night of Decadence cos-
tumes and head to Wiess College, they are ex-
pecting nothing less than a great night. However, 
in the back of their minds might be all of those 
“Pre-NOD” talks by the Rice Health Advisors and 
reminders not to get intoxicated to the point of 
needing Rice Emergency Medial Services. 

First, a disclaimer: This op-ed is in no way tell-
ing you when or when not to call REMS or 911. 
That is at your discretion, and when in doubt, you 
should always call for help. This is simply to pro-
vide some tips on how to get the best care possible 
if you or your friends need EMS and streamline the 
process if you do not. This statement is based on 
research and experiences and in no way speaks on 
behalf of any EMS service.

How many of you have ever had to watch your 
friend get EMS’ed? It can be a confusing time when 
REMS, dressed in black uniforms with a shiny 
badge and looking similar to police officers, tell 
you or your friend what you should do.

Recently, a few students reported being told by 
REMS members, “You can either go to the hospital 
or jail.” Can your fellow peer, the person you sit 
next to in Organic Chemistry, truly wield that pow-
er? Did you know you can buy the same badge they 
wear online? How do you know what to believe?

As students head into NOD, here are four clari-
fications to keep in mind for yourself and your 
friends – some tips that REMS may not inform you 
of but that you have a right to know:

First, when you or your friend is having a medi-
cal emergency, you want the best care you can 
possibly get. Rice hires Aemstar, a private ambu-
lance service, to be on standby for all parties, large 
events, and every Friday and Saturday night. The 
ambulance holds a lot of equipment and life-sav-
ing drugs that REMS does not carry. Also on that 
ambulance is a certified paramedic who has more 
expansive protocols than REMS and can legally do 
a lot more to take care of you or your friend than 
REMS can. That paramedic with all of his or her 
equipment is waiting in Rice’s parking lot a few 
hundred feet away. During an emergency, do you 

want the most advanced care possible? You can 
choose who you want to treat you. On a Friday 
or Saturday night, Aemstar and REMS are almost 
the same distance away from you, but Aemstar 
has more advanced capabilities. Even if REMS 
approaches you to provide medical care, you can 
request Aemstar or the Houston Fire Department 
instead. All you have to do is ask for Aemstar or 
HFD, and the Rice University Police Department or 
REMS is required to call them for you so you can 
get the highest level of care in your time of need. 

Second, if you ever have a medical emergency 
and you know you are going to need an ambulance 
or you do not want REMS to respond, call 911 and 
get an ambulance en route. Figure out what en-
trance you are closest to, and tell the dispatcher to 
enter there. Next, call RUPD and tell the dispatcher 
an ambulance is en route and which entrance you 
told it to use. That allows RUPD to help guide the 
ambulance to your location. Furthermore, if you 
want REMS to respond in addition to the ambu-
lance, since REMS may be able to get there a little 
earlier, tell RUPD that you would also like REMS. If 
you do not want REMS to respond, tell RUPD you 
do not want REMS to respond.

Third, REMS cannot threaten “hospital or jail.” 
Only the police can threaten jail, not a fellow stu-
dent. Rice’s EMS amnesty policy protects students 

from legal repercussions if they, not RUPD, initi-
ated the call for help and nobody is being violent, 
aggressive or threatening. REMS can call RUPD, 
but REMS is never allowed to threaten “hospital or 
jail.” REMS is not the police.

Finally, if you are over 18 years old, not suicidal 
or homicidal, and can answer simple questions 
such as your name, what year, month and day of 
the week it is, where you are and what you were 
doing a few minutes ago, REMS cannot force you 
to go to the hospital. Even if REMS calls an am-
bulance for you, you can still refuse to go with 
the ambulance. However, it may be in your best 
interests to go to the hospital. You may be risk-
ing your health or life by not going to the hospi-
tal, but if you are conscious enough to know the 
information above, it is your choice. Even though 
you could throw a rock across the street and hit 
the Memorial Hermann Hospital Emergency 
Room, an ambulance ride can cost around $1,000  
without insurance. 

Hopefully, neither you nor your friends will 
need EMS care, and if someone does, you will not 
hesitate to call for help. However, it is your right to 
know the above information.  

    
               Jennifer Groover is a Jones college  

senior and EMT-Intermediate.

Learn about the rights you deserve when EMS comes knocking 

Jennifer Groover
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The National Debt

Why Obama’s plans 
will win out in the 
long haul

How Romney can 
get us out of the 

deep end

Neeraj Salhotra
For the Thresher

The single greatest challenge to the U.S.’s long-term security and prosperity is its 
national debt. Debt levels approaching 70% of GDP are simply unsustainable, and 
the nation must develop a plan to reduce them. While both candidates offer plans 
for reducing the debt and deficit, only President Obama’s plan is mathematically 
possible, politically feasible, and economically viable.  

Before explaining President Obama’s and Governor Romney’s plans, it is impor-
tant to understand how we got into the current situation. Simply put, two unfunded 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the Bush Tax Cuts account for 50% of the public 
debt.  Coupled with the recession, wherein spending necessarily rises on programs 
like Food Stamps and Unemployment Insurance and tax revenue definitely falls 
due to Americans being out of work or earning less, these three expenditures repre-
sent 60% of the public debt. While TARP and the Recovery Act passed by President 
Obama contributed to the debt, the primary drivers of the fiscal shortfall stem from 
President Bush’s policies or the recession.

Cognizant of the dismal fiscal reality, President Obama has proposed a bal-
anced plan to reducing the deficit, which calls for $4 trillion of deficit reduction 
over the next 10 years. The President agreed to $1 trillion in spending cuts through 
the Budget Control Act; another $800 billion by ending the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and $143 billion in savings through the Affordable Care Act. He coupled 
these spending cuts with modest revenue increases, because, as the bipartisan 
Simpson-Bowles commission noted, reducing spending alone will not reduce 
the debt. The President also suggested raising taxes on the wealthiest Americans 
and enacting the “Buffet Rule” to ensure that millionaires do not pay a lower tax 
rate than middle-income Americans. Together, this suite of policy options would 
achieve $2.50 of spending cuts for every dollar of revenue increases — quite similar 
to the bipartisan Simpson-Bowles commission, which contained $3 of spending 
cuts for every dollar of revenue increases.

Governor Romney shares President Obama’s concern for the debt and has even 
made deficit reduction a pillar of his much-touted Five Point Plan. His policy pro-
posals, however, fail to reduce the deficit, for, over the next decade, his tax plan 
cuts revenues by $5 trillion, on top of $1 trillion needed to extend the Bush tax cuts, 
alongside another $2 trillion in increased military expenditures. Governor Romney 
adds $8 trillion to our already large debt and then suggests he will reduce the deficit 
by “closing loopholes,” without specifying which ones. If we assume that Gover-
nor Romney only ends deductions that benefit the wealthy, he is still trillions of 
dollars short. There are just not enough deductions to close the deficit, and that is 
simple arithmetic. Governor Romney also proposes capping government spending 
at 20% of GDP which would entail cutting all non-defense discretionary spending, 
including programs like Head Start and the Low-Income Heating Assistance Pro-
gram which support underserved families, by 32% in 2016. These policy prescrip-
tions would hurt the most vulnerable Americans, reduce equality of opportunity, 
and further jeopardize the American Dream. 

Nicole Moody
For The Thresher

With the election fast approaching, presidential campaigns and debates are 
bringing many issues into the light. A prominent one is deficit spending and 
its impact on the debt. So what exactly does the term “deficit spending” mean? 
Suppose that you want to purchase something that costs ten thousand dollars, 
but unfortunately, you only have $6,400. To buy what you want, you have to 
make up for what you don’t have by borrowing the difference. The amount of 
money that you’re short, $3,600, is a deficit. If you continue to spend in this 
way, year after year, the total deficit spending is your debt.

These numbers aren’t arbitrary.  For every dollar that the federal government 
spends, it borrows 36 cents, which doesn’t seem too harmful until you look at 
the scale of government spending. The current amount of money spent by Con-
gress and approved by President Obama is over $3.5 trillion every year, racking 
up a trillion dollars a year of deficit spending, and those owed quarters, dimes, 
and nickels have really added up; the U.S. is now more than $16 trillion in debt, 
making the debt owed by each citizen around $51,000 and growing. The money 
that the United States government owes will not disappear on its own. Our cur-
rent government will pass the bill to the next generation, forcing our children 
to suffer with a crippled economy, and if the debt grows large enough, it will 
outstrip spending on all social programs and the military combined.

Obama has not done enough to stop the deficit; in fact, he enacted policies 
that exploded deficit spending, creating a legacy of debt.  Under his adminis-
tration, the debt increased from nine to sixteen trillion dollars owed through 
his policies of bailouts, regulation and enlarging the government. According to 
Congressional Office calculations, President Obama’s budget for the 2012 fiscal 
year places the nation on a trajectory that will increase federal spending over 
the next ten years, nearly doubling the amount it was when Obama took office. 
President Obama is not only failing to stop the deficit, he’s increasing it. 

Mitt Romney, on the other hand, plans to take action against the deficit, 
putting a hard cap on federal spending and forcing Washington to overcome its 
addiction to deficit spending. By eliminating wasteful spending and shrinking 
an oversized government, Romney will be able to save taxpayer dollars and 
even increase government revenue. By getting the government out of the mar-
ketplace through spending cuts, a great amount of market uncertainty will be 
eliminated, and entrepreneurs will once again gain confidence and invest, hir-
ing more employees, creating more jobs, increasing salaries and thus increas-
ing the amount of tax revenue.

We have a choice. We can choose to reelect a president who has spent $200 
billion more in one term than all previous presidents combined, or to elect a 
businessman with fiscal experience who will bend the spending curve down-
ward to stop reckless spending. The health of our future economy will depend 
on the president’s fiscal responsibility, so be decisive, and choose wisely. 

If you are interested in writing an op-ed for the Thresher on an election issue, please contact Julian Yao at julian.yao@rice.edu. 

In 11 days, hundreds of millions 
of people in this country will head to 
the polls to cast their votes for the 
next president of the United States. 
As we head into the final stretch 
before the election, the Thresher is 
covering different topics pertinent 
to the election, featuring opinion 
editorials from individuals in the 
Rice community that discuss each 
candidate’s policies. Our goal is 
to bring political awareness to the 
Rice University Campus and to allow 
individuals in the Rice community to 
voice opinions that matter to them, 
their peers and their colleagues. 
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Obama Romney

51%46%
According to an Oct. 24 Gallup Poll of likely voters.
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Dick said although the meeting came after 
reports of Pub having financial troubles (see 
“Business model changes in store for Pub,” Oct. 
5, 2012), the presentation and the requests made 
were not primarily about Pub.

“There’s no point in denying that Willy’s Pub 
is part of the puzzle, [but] the big picture here is 
not Willy’s Pub’s financial issues,” Dick said.

Pub Operations Manager Teddy Grodek said 
Pub has been profitable, making its monthly 
projections and will stay open for the rest of the 
academic year. However, Dick, who will become 
Pub’s general manager in December or January, 
said Pub’s business model will change regard-
less of whether or not the requested changes 
are made. One aspect of that change will be ex-
panding Pub’s daytime market, Dick said. 

Whether Pub gains financial stability or 
closes, the SRBs will continue to appeal for the 
elimination of the rental and administrative 
costs, according to Dick.

“It’s slowly killing us,” Grodek, a Martel Col-
lege senior, said. “It’s very hard to compete in 
the RMC with legitimate businesses, especially 
when trying to sell products to students at the 
smallest margin possible.”

Ijuin, a Sid Richardson College senior, said 
that the SRBs’ leaders do not currently have 
a plan for how they will respond if their re-
quests are not met. However, Ijuin said that, 
based on their revenues and costs last year, 
she expects Coffeehouse to make at least 
$40,000 this year even with the adviser fee 
and rent taken into account. 

Rueter, a Martel College senior, said the Hoot 
is currently projected to make $1,000 this year 
after its adviser fee is taken into account but 
that she is not able to make a projection for the 
amount Pub will make this year due to changes 
being made to Pub’s business model.

Dick said that although the three SRBs are 
technically nonprofits, they need to have some 
money in the bank at the end of the year in or-
der to deal with extraordinary expenses, such 
as new equipment and emergency repairs. Ru-
eter cited two broken ovens and two broken 
refrigerators as expenses for Pub over the past 
six months.

Ijuin said that while Coffeehouse is cur-
rently able to pay rent and the adviser fee while 
remaining financially solvent, all the SRBs are 
subject to significant changes to their business 
climates over time.

“It is not just a question of affordability,” 
Ijuin said. “Our business models are prone to 
fluctuation inherently.”

According to Dick, while student-run orga-
nizations work with yearly budgets, SRBs must 

work with revenue as it is collected.
Ijuin said she feels the administration mis-

understands the purpose of SRBs.
“We don’t measure our success in monetary 

terms; we measure it in terms of the learning 
and growth opportunities we offer to our em-
ployees as well as the ability to provide afford-
able goods to the students, faculty and staff of 
Rice,” Ijuin said. “We don’t really cleanly fit into 
[the category of business or student-run organi-
zation], so as a result, we’re placed in this awk-
ward no-man’s-land. It seemed as though [the 
administration] expected us to be able to oper-
ate autonomously, but like many other groups 
on campus, we need the support of the univer-
sity to exist.”

The presentation given to Hutchinson 
also included what each SRB would do with 
the money saved by not having to pay rent or 
adviser fees. 

According to a copy of the presentation Dick 
provided to the Thresher, the Hoot would equip 
the Hoot South with furniture and entertain-
ment equipment, Coffeehouse would replace 
equipment and expand team development op-
portunities and Pub would improve its acous-
tics and lighting setup to make the space more 
conducive to student performance and rental 
opportunities.

Dick said the amount the Hoot spends on 
the Hoot South relative to the amount of money 
the Hoot makes total will depend on whether or 
not it exceeds its current projections.

Ijuin said she also hopes that Coffeehouse 
will eventually be able to give more back to the 
Rice community.

“If we were to ever find ourselves at a point 
where it would be a feasible option to explore, 
we would love to be able to find ways to invest 
the money into the greater Rice community,” 
Ijuin said. “That being said, that’s still a distant 
dream that we can’t [fulfill] right now and not a 
main priority.”

Dick said that during the meeting, she cited 
the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, 
Harvard University and Princeton University 
as three institutions which do not charge their 
SRBs for advising.

“[Those institutions] all pay for adviser re-
sources because they consider SRBs to be edu-
cational,” Dick said.

Coffeehouse Special Projects Manager Math-
ison Ingham said that, because of the transient 
nature of an individual student’s involvement 
with a given SRB, the advisers are a necessary 
source of institutional memory.

“Our advisers [...] offer long-term plans and 
visions,” Ingham, a Hanszen College junior, said.

Wiess College junior Jim Sheng said he 
thinks SRBs deserve to have their rent and ad-
vising fees removed because of the service they 
provide to campus.

“The student-run businesses are extremely 
beneficial for the students both as a source of 
income, a way of getting out into the working 
world and as ways for students to get late-night 
food,” Sheng said. “It would be very unfortu-
nate if the businesses suffer because of a lack 
of funding from the school since they are so re-
warding and bring so much positive spirit to the 
student population.”

Brown College sophomore Oke Orieka, who 
works at the Hoot North, said SRBs are part of 
Rice’s student life.

“Going to the Hoot, Coffeehouse and Pub 
is as regular as going to class, in my opinion,” 
Orieka said. “I go to Pub and Coffeehouse once a 
week, and when I work at the Hoot, I see a lot of 
people who come at the same time every week 
and order the same thing.”

Nicole Zhao contributed to this article.

0REGISTER
 from page 1

“One specific request [from students] we’re 
trying to accommodate is eliminating the Ad-
vanced Placement disparity during the prior-
ity registration that starts registration week,” 
Tenney said.

Hutchinson said the previous system did not 
make sense.

“The system took flexibility away from those 
with the longest road ahead of them,” he said.

Student concerns and complaints from 
previous years drove the change, according to 
Hutchinson.

Many thought it was difficult to get the courses 
they needed because of the unfair advantage for 
their peers coming from high schools that offered 
AP programs, Hutchinson said.

Even students from the International Bacca-
laureate programs were concerned since the AP 
program offers much more credit, Hutchison said.

The system was given a trial run during Ori-
entation Week, when freshmen used it to register 
for the classes they are taking now, according to 
Associate Dean and Director of Academic Advis-
ing Brian Gibson.

“We had 70 percent of freshmen get every-
thing they wanted,” Hutchinson said.

Duncan College freshman Xilin Liu said com-
petition would still be stiff for small classes.

“I know for ENGI 120, many students wanted 
to get in but didn’t,” Liu said. “As for the new sys-
tem, I had 63 AP credits, and now they’re worth-
less, but I agree the new system is fairer for all.”

Tenney said the system will go through all the 
course numbers in random order, and for each 
course number, will find everyone who requested 
it as a first choice and sort them by graduation 
year. Going from soonest to latest in terms of 
graduation year, the system will randomly assign 
the course to as many as possible. Within a gradu-
ation year, who gets the course first is entirely ran-
dom. After all the first-choice requests have been 
evaluated, the system will do it all again with 
second-choice requests, filling up classes that still 
have space. “For every single course, the system 
will randomly select students; no one is given first 
preference each time within a graduation year,” 
Tenney said.

Further changes were made based on the re-
sults of the system’s first run during O-Week, ac-
cording to Hutchinson.

“For courses requiring special permission, 
or where a student might have unmet prerequi-
sites, students can hand in a form beforehand to 

let the system know to let them in,” Hutchinson 
said. “I know there are concerns about co-re-
quirements, like a course and its corresponding 
lab, but based on O-Week, we have the space to 
accommodate everyone. Some students might 
need to use special registration and waitlists, 
however. That’s easier, too, though, because 
now you can waitlist for a different section of a 
course you’re already in.”

Hutchinson said the previous system made 
sense in the past because more hours meant a 
student was closer to graduation, but as AP hours 
became increasingly prevalent, more hours did 
not equate to earlier graduation.

“Few ever used the credits they had to gradu-
ate earlier,” Hutchinson said. “Statistically, only 
3 percent of students graduate in three years; 3.5 
[percent] in three and a half years.”

Hutchinson said the system would not priori-
tize graduating early.

“We don’t discourage it, but we’re not going to 
encourage it, either.” Hutchinson said. “It’s pos-
sible down the line we’ll allow people to declare 
the intention to graduate early and possibly give 
them additional priority, but we need some way 
to verify their honesty. Otherwise, people will take 
advantage.”

Although some students will dislike the 
change, the administration decided it was neces-
sary, according to Hutchinson.

“The new system allows us to act on demand 
and improve in future years,” said Hutchinson. 
“We’ll know to open up more sections of a given 
course. We have also been in talks to see if we can 
integrate [professor of computer science] Scott 
Cutler’s visual schedule planner into this.”

Student Association President Sanjula Jain 
said that while some students will love the 
change, others will hate it.

“Students don’t react to change well,” Jain 
said. “We have this culture at Rice where if we 
want something and we don’t get it, something’s 
wrong with the system. It’s just a matter of stu-
dents understanding that the matter of success-
ful registration isn’t getting what you want, but 
of making it fair and getting what you need for 
graduation.”

O-Week PAA and Jones junior Ambila Bob-
manuel said she thought course registration has 
improved tremendously since her first year here, 
when many students had upperclassmen hold 
courses for them to get their courses.

“[The administration] has been working to im-
prove it,” Bobmanuel said. “It’s been a while in 
the making, but if it’s based off this past O-Week, 
it’ll be a success.”

RENT AND 
ADVISER FEE

■■■ Willy’s Pub: $9,000/year rent, 
$8,000/year administrative fee

■■■ Coffeehouse: $10,800/year rent, 
$20,000/year administrative fee

■■■ The Hoot: $0/year rent, $1,000/
year administrative fee
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by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

Shoppers always are looking for a good 
deal; yet finding one, especially for a college 
education, takes intensive research. Kiplinger’s 
Personal Finance Magazine released their 2012 
edition of their best value colleges on Oct. 24. 
Rice University was ranked No. 2 for best value 
among private universities for a college educa-
tion in the national survey. 

Rice has placed No. 4 every year since 2009 
and has jumped to No. 2 this year partially due 
to poorer performance by peer institutions, ac-
cording to Marc Wojno, Senior Associate Editor 
of the Kiplinger’s Personal Finance Magazine.

Yale University currently holds the No. 1 
spot for best value; Princeton University, cur-
rently No. 3, was the previously ranked No. 1.

The survey ranks colleges based on their 
net cost, calculated by subtracting the average 
financial aid package from the sticker cost of 
attendance. For example, according to Wojno, 
Rice’s net cost is $19,440.

Wojno defined best value to be the combina-
tion of a good education for an affordable price. 

“Best value is the ability for a student to 
receive a first rate education without having to 
spend an excessive amount for it,” Wojno said. 
“To determine our rankings, we look at finan-
cial aid programs, need-based aid and merit 
aid and [weigh] them into our rankings.”

According to the Kiplinger website, the 
main factors that Kiplinger considers in this 
ranking are a school’s competitiveness, aca-
demic support and graduation rates. Competi-
tiveness is determined by the admission rate, 
enrollment rate and SAT/ACT scores of the en-
tering freshman class, while academic support 
is measured by the student-faculty ratio and 
the percentage of freshman who return for their 
sophomore year, Wojno said. 

President David Leebron said that Rice’s 
commitment to an excellent education should 
be acknowledged on the national scale. 

“I am thrilled that the combination of Rice’s 

commitment to generous financial aid and 
need-blind admission, reflected in the remark-
able quality and diversity of our undergraduate 
student body and the extraordinary quality of 
our total undergraduate experience have once 
again been recognized, indeed at an even high-
er level, by Kiplinger’s,” Leebron said. 

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
said that Rice’s ranking is indicative of the 
university’s nature as a whole. 

“This ranking adds to the growing and im-
pressive body of data showing clearly that, for 
the brightest students of all means and from 
all backgrounds, Rice is unquestionably the 
place to be,” Hutchinson said.

Hanszen College sophomore Seth Davis 
said that although the tuition at Rice is low 
compared to peer universities, it is still quite 
steep compared to public universities. 

“I think the tuition at Rice is pretty rea-
sonable [when] compared to similar univer-
sities,” Davis said. “However, I am not sure 
why private universities are as expensive as 
they are, in general. I’d classify Rice as a ‘Best 
Value’ school in the sense that it is low-priced 
for what is – as far as selective private univer-
sities go, Rice offers a good value.” 

Director of Student Financial Services 
Anne Walker said Rice admits students re-
gardless of their ability to pay and provides fi-
nancial aid packages that meet 100 percent of 
their demonstrated need. Demonstrated need 
is determined by subtracting the expected 
family contribution from the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid and College Scholar-
ship Service Profile from the sticker price of 
tuition. According to Walker, 62 percent of 
undergraduate students at Rice receive some 
form of financial aid, which includes grants, 
scholarships, federal work study and merit 
aid. 

Wojno said that the merit aid system at 
Rice rewards hard-working students with a 
financial incentive to attend and do well at 
Rice.

“Unlike many top-tier private universities, 
Rice also awards merit aid to a significant 
percentage of students,” Wojno said. “They 
average at just under $16,000 [per student 
who receives merit aid] awarded in merit aid, 
a value that is on par with state universities 
nationwide.”

According to Walker, Rice caps the to-
tal amount of student loan debt at $10,000 
through unsubsidized or subsidized federal 
loans. However, some students may choose to 
take out additional loans not covered by the 
federal government. 

Walker said that despite rising tuition 
costs, Rice is dedicated to providing an afford-
able college education for all. 

“Rice University began as a free-tuition ed-
ucational institute,” Walker said. “Even now, 
we are among most affordable among the top-
tier schools. It is a combination of keeping tu-
ition affordable while providing need-based 
packages to allow everyone to attend college.”

by Sana Yaklur
For The Thresher

October is Asian American Heritage and 
Culture Month at Rice, and Asian-American 
culture clubs all over campus are hosting 
events to celebrate.

The month’s events included a Dandiya 
Study Break, Garba Dance Celebration, callig-
raphy workshop, Make Your Own Banh Mi and 
leadership workshops with speakers such as J.D. 
Hokoyama, President & CEO of the Leadership 
Education for Asian Pacifics, Inc., according to 
Chinese Student Association co-president Karen 
Lin and South Asian Society co-presidents Onkur 
Sen and Amol Utrankar.

CSA co-president Jessica Ma said that AAHCM 
was necessary to remind Asian-American stu-
dents about not only their culture, but also their 
identities.

“It is my hope that [AAHCM] can start a much-
needed conversation on campus not just about 
students’ cultural heritage, but also their iden-
tity as Asian-Americans and the struggles of the 
larger APIA [Asian-Pacific Islander American] 
community that they belong to,” Ma, a Wiess Col-
lege junior, said. “Too much of the Asian Ameri-
can community at Rice remains unaware of their 
own history [...] and buy into the model minority 
myth. Too many students don’t realize that [...] the 
‘bamboo ceiling’ is a very real issue for students 
with dreams and high aspirations.” 

Sen said that AAHCM is important because it 
helps culture clubs promote awareness around 

the diversity of perspectives on campus.
“Our goal is to expose people to different 

cultures and perspectives, not to just allow 
people of the same culture to form their own 
cliques,” he said.

The idea for AAHCM originated from CSA, Lin, 
a Baker College senior, said.

“When I became one of the presidents of 
CSA, I felt a strong conviction to bring CSA 
beyond purely social interaction that revolved 
around food,” Ma said. “AAHCM was an idea 
that formed then, as a way to really expand the 
scope of CSA events.”

Since CSA provided financial backing for this 
month, they started the planning toward the 
beginning of the school year, Lin said. Ma said 
that she began planning for this month over the 
summer. Ma said CSA financed most of the main 
events with money raised through fundraising 
and the Student Activities’ President’s Program-
ming grant.

“After I came up with a complete picture of 
what kind of program I thought best fit Rice, I pro-
posed the idea to the other club presidents over 
email,” Ma said. “All of them were very open to 
the idea, so when we got back to school, we met 
around five times to iron things out.”

According to Utrankar, the events were dis-
cussed during a series of meetings in mid-Sep-
tember with other Asian-American cultural clubs. 

Brown College freshman Josh Lipschultz said 
he had not yet attended any events, but because 
of flyers he had seen, intended to head to a few, 
especially those involving food.

Kiplinger’s raises Rice to 
second best value university

Clubs unite to celebrate culture month

Consent is Sexy week aims to 
stimulate discussion before NOD

by Micaela Canales
For the Thresher

This week the Rice Women’s Resource Center 
hosted events that cover a range of topics from 
“sexpectations” at college parties to safe sex prac-
tices, Director of the Rice Women’s Resource Cen-
ter Kori Bertun said.

According to the Women’s Resource Cen-
ter website, “Consent is Sexy Week aims to 
raise awareness about sexual assault preven-
tion, healthy sexual relationships, and effective 
boundary setting and communication. Each day 
of the week features an event that brings a differ-
ent perspective on consent to the Rice University 
campus.” 

Brown College senior Bertun said the week  is 
deliberately scheduled the week before Wiess Col-
lege’s Night of Decadence party.

“It is very, very purposely done the week before 
NOD because it [NOD] is such a highly sexualized 
event on campus,” Bertun said.

Since students launched the first Consent is 
Sexy Week, it has annually been planned and ex-
ecuted by the Women’s  Resource Center’s student 
coordinators and director, Bertun said. 

On Monday night the Women’s Resource Cen-
ter held an open house to kick off the week. 

Tuesday night at Willy’s Pub there was a “Sex-
pert Q&A” entitled “What Your Mother Never Told 
You About Sex.” The panel featured Head Resi-
dential Health Associate Chris Keller, McMurtry 
College senior Lena Silva, Vice President of Educa-
tion for Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast Meryl Co-
hen, Rice counselor Hannah Golub and gynecolo-
gist Catherine Karmel.

Keller, a Jones College senior, said that he en-
joyed being a part of the event and that the turnout 
exceeded expectations.

“There were more people than I expected, and 
more guys than I expected, which was cool,” Keller 
said. “I think the week so far is going well, based 
on turnout tonight and also the people I have seen 
around campus with the Consent is Sexy T-shirts.”

Will Rice College freshman Ronal Infante said 
the panel was enjoyable.

“It was fun,” Infante said. “It was what I ex-
pected. If I finish my homework, I want to go to the 
event tomorrow night.”

Wednesday night featured a showing of The 
Line by Nancy Schwartzman. The event was made 
possible through the collaboration of the Women’s 
Resource Center as well as the Barbara and David 
Gibbs Recreaction and Wellness Center, according 
to Wellness Center Program Coordinator Patrick 
Lukingbeal. 

Lukingbeal said the collaboration made sense 
because the WRC and the Wellness Center had a 
similar goal in mind.

“It was really a natural partnership and made 
sense for us to team up,” Lukingbeal said. “We 
had already considered doing a workshop on sex-
ual violence in the Wellness Center, so there was a 
strong connection.”

According to the Media Education Foundation, 
the documentary chronicles Schwartzman’s per-
sonal story of rape survival and an investigation 
into the culture and factors surrounding sexual 
violence in the U.S. and the world. The showing 
was preceded by an event at Coffeehouse about 
personal definitions of consent. Schwartzman at-
tended the screening of the documentary and par-
ticipated in a Q&A session at Keck Hall afterward.

Sid Richardson College sophomore Jesal 
Shah said she heard about the film through 
social media. 

“I heard about the week and events through 
Facebook,” Shah said. “The Wednesday night 
documentary sounded really interesting.”

“Sexpectation and the NOD Craze” was the 
title of the “Popcorn and Perspectives” event held 
Thursday night. “Popcorn and Perspectives” is 
an event regularly held in the Women’s Resource 
Center that provides a forum for discussion about 
topics such as body image or women in film. “Sex-
pectations and the NOD Craze” focused on the 
Rice campus response to NOD.

The finale of Consent is Sexy week will be a 
performance tonight by the Rice sketch comedy 
group “Kinda Sketchy” tonight at 8 p.m. in Farn-
sworth Pavilion titled “NOD Appropriate: Kinda 
Sketchy gets Kinda Sexy.” 

This ranking adds to 
the growing and impres-
sive body of data show-
ing clearly that, for the 
brightest students of all 
means and from all back-
grounds, Rice is unques-
tionably the place to be.

John Hutchinson
Dean of Undergraduates
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by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

A new university commencement award, the 
Distinction in Research & Creative Work, will first 
be awarded to students in the spring of 2013. 

The distinction will be granted to students 
who have produced a research, design or creative 
project that reveals commitment or achievement 
“above and beyond the norm,” according to As-
sociate Dean of Undergraduates Matthew Taylor. 

The commencement award will appear on 
each awardee’s transcript and diploma, accord-
ing to Taylor.

“It's in the official record,” Taylor said. “For 
a student who's applying to graduate school, it 
shows that the university considers it a significant 
thing. The Rice diploma hasn't changed for de-
cades, so the addition of this award is a big deal.”

Taylor said the idea for the award came from 
Provost George McLendon and Dean of Under-
graduates John Hutchinson, who wanted to rec-
ognize and reward student work, as well as en-
courage more undergraduates to pursue serious 
projects.

“There's a sense that a real research, original 
design experience is a fundamental part of a Rice 
education,” Taylor said. “By and large the univer-
sity's delivered on that. The award is a way to rec-
ognize what we think is important.”

Students who do required senior projects, 
such as senior theses or design projects, do not 
automatically receive the distinction, but may 
submit their work for consideration. The distinc-
tion is open to all students, including those who 
have done original work at another university or 
in partnership with a community organization, 
Taylor said.

Taylor said the award would recognize a wide 
variety of projects, such as music, architecture, 
visual and performing arts projects, a body of 
research conducted over the course of several se-
mesters, or a portfolio of creative work.

“One of the most important things the com-
mittee recommended was that whatever group 
judged the submissions, that they encourage a 
wide range of projects, not just a thesis, not just 
a senior design project,” Taylor said. “We wanted 
to acknowledge that our students do all kinds of 
different things. We wanted students to be able to 
pursue what they were interested in and not just 
say, ‘Gee, now I need to do a thesis so I can qualify 
for this award.’”

Departments are responsible for reviewing ap-
plications and determining the awardees, though 
the university has set basic criteria across the 
schools for the award that include a minimum 
GPA of 3.3 in Rice courses and good academic 
standing.

Students must apply for this award through 
the department that corresponds most closely 
with the field in which their original work falls 
under and include a letter of support from a fac-
ulty advisor.

Each department was charged with releasing 
a set of criteria specific to the department for the 
types of projects that will be considered and what 
would constitute “above and beyond the norm” 
within their respective discipline. Taylor said he 
requested departments submit their criteria for 
this year by Oct. 12, though not all have done so. 

The deans of schools will review departmental 
criteria biennially.

“Frankly, what the math department sees 
as research distinction would differ quite a lot 
from what the history department considers re-
search distinction,” Faculty Senate Speaker Carl 
Caldwell said. “As we talked about it, we realized 
the difference between the departments was so 
great we really had to be able to define what con-
stitutes distinction.”

Taylor said the university award is different 
from various departmental research awards in 
that it considers a broader range of project types.

“Most of the departmental awards are fairly 
strict,” Taylor said. “For example, most of the so-
cial sciences and humanities departments have a 
thesis award. The [Faculty Senate] endorses the 
notion that that's too narrow for this. If depart-
ments have designed the criteria [for this distinc-
tion] liberally enough, you'll see a wider range of 
students both submitting their work and being 
recognized.”

Physics and astronomy professor David Alex-
ander said the award would focus more on the 
quality of original work than on a student’s GPA, 
as the Latin honors, such as summa cum laude, 
magna cum laude and cum laude, do. Alexander 
was a member of the working group that made 
recommendations to the Faculty Senate regard-
ing the distinction.

“We have a [Latin] honors distinction that’s 
basically focused on GPA, and we felt that our 
students are represented by a wide range of stuff 
that they do, and it’s not all GPA,” Alexander said. 
“The idea was how we would acknowledge that 
and encourage it. This is supposed to be broader 
than the Latin honors.”

Taylor said there has not been a maximum 
number of awardees set across departments, 
though some departments have set a percentage 
target or maximum.

“[Departments] argued reasonably that some 
years all the projects are excellent and some years 
they’re not,” Taylor said. “I think that’s complete-
ly reasonable. Obviously, if 80% of our graduat-
ing students are getting the award, then we need 
to recalibrate.”

The application deadline also varies by de-
partment, though the working group recom-
mended applications be due no later than the 
10th week of the spring semester.

History professor Carl Caldwell said that since 
the history department already has an honors 
program in place that requires a thesis, he does 
not expect a major change in practice in his de-
partment.

“I expect that most of our students who re-
ceive the distinction in research are going to be 
students in our honors program, [...] but we do 
have a greater opening for students who are do-
ing extraordinary work,” Caldwell said. “Since 
we have students interested in doing so many 
different interesting things it makes sense to have 
more pathways to the major. This should be seen 
as part of a more general issue of opening up our 
curriculum to more student initiative.” 

Brown College junior Tiffany Trinh said she 
thought the award was a good idea.

“It will help to benefit and distinguish stu-
dents that have worked hard in their field,” 
Trinh said.

New award for original work created
by Tina Nazerian

For The Thresher

On Oct. 23, the Baker Institute Student 
Forum held a debate between the Rice Con-
servative Forum and the Rice Democrats.

Audience members were given a pre-de-
bate opinion card, a post-debate opinion card 
and a lined question card to submit questions 
later in the debate. Each member of the audi-
ence was asked to circle the name of the can-
didate they supported before the debate, so 
that the percentage of a change in opinions 
after the debate could be calculated.

The eight Rice students, four from each 
side, rallied for their candidate’s positions  
in front of a packed audience of current stu-
dents, professors and alumni. The debate 
began with the moderator Gabe Cuadra in-
troducing the two sides and each side giving 
their opening statements, summarizing the 
arguments that were to be discussed.

The Rice Young Democrats advocated 
President Barack Obama’s success in job 
growth, his balanced and reasonable plan 
for the budget, his extended healthcare cov-
erage to millions more Americans and his de-
termination to not cut Planned Parenthood.

The Rice Conservative Forum advocated 
Governor Mitt Romney’s plan to give the 
workforce necessary skills for success, his 
plan to promote international relationships 
so the U.S. can have better trade prospects, 
his plan to cut the U.S. deficit by capping 
government spending, his tax reforms, his 
plans for energy independence and his plan 
to aid small businesses.

After each side gave their introductions, 
Cuadra, a Will Rice College senior, began the 
Question and Answer session. 

The Q&A session covered the role of the 
American government, the economy, en-
ergy policy, the deficit, “Obamacare,” For-
eign Policy, bipartisanship and the moment 
which shows why their candidate should be 
president. 

Next, it was the audience’s turn to ask 
questions, via the lined question cards sub-
mitted to the moderator. The questions were 
addressed to either the Rice Conservative Fo-
rum or the Rice Democrats and covered the 

issues of education, sanctions on Iran and 
illegal immigration. 

Representing the Rice Conservative Fo-
rum, Wiess College senior Anthony Lauriello 
said he supported Romney’s work as govenor 
in Massachusetts.

“Governor Romney has a proven track 
record in Massachusetts,” Lauriello said. 
“He’s shown that he’s willing to work with 
the sides. He’s shown that he can develop 
new solutions for this country.”

Representing the Rice Democrats, Sid 
Richardson College sophomore Hira Baig 
pushed for an Obama presidency, support-
ing Obama’s recovery plan and job plan.

“Today, employment is growing,” Baig 
said. “Banks are beginning to lend again, 
and in a lot of places, housing prices are 
even picking up,” she said.

The post-debate poll results showed a 
5.74 percent increase in support for Obama, 
and a 5.75 percent decrease in support for 
Romney, according to the calculations made 
after the debate.

Wiess sophomore James Dargan of the 
Rice Conservative Forum said that he does 
not think that people supporting Obama 
were convinced to switch sides because 
most voters have already decided who they 
are supporting.

Sid Richardson College senior Neeraj 
Salhotra of the Rice Democrats said that he 
thinks his side convinced people to switch 
their positions to support Obama.

Overall, Dargan said that the debate was 
politically neutral.

“It was a great opportunity for Rice stu-
dents to see views of both candidates’ posi-
tions in a way that enables them to make a 
meaningful decision on which candidate to 
support,” Dargan said. 

Salhotra also said he thought the debate 
was a good way for Rice students to learn about 
the issues that are important to the election.

“I think it was a great opportunity for the 
Rice community to learn about the issues,” 
Salhotra said. “Both sides really presented 
their candidate’s positions effectively and 
accurately. And I think Rice students are 
now well equipped to make smart decisions 
on Nov. 6.” 

BISF debates presidential election

0PRIZE
 from page 1

“I didn’t know what to expect,” Luo said. “I 
didn’t think we stood a chance against the en-
gineers. It was a perfect opportunity to show 
people that architects can also play a big role in 
sustainable development.”

The concept for the project came from the 
Fall 2011 “Plural Infrastructure” research semi-
nar and continued into the design phase during 
the Spring 2012 studio class “The Petropolis of 
Tomorrow: Floating Frontiers.” Both were taught 
by Neeraj Bhatia, visiting Wortham Fellow and 
advising professor to the winning project.

Students in the course were instructed to re-
search and design a financially, environmentally 
and socially sustainable way for workers to live 
aboard oil rigs located a great distance from the 
coast, a real-world challenge detailed in a report 
by Petrobas, a Brazilian energy corporation, ac-
cording to Bhatia.

“The project was neither pro- nor anti-oil,” 
said Bhatia. “Whether we like oil or not, there 
is going to continue to be drilling off the coast 
of Brazil for the next 20-25 years, and there are 
social, economic and sustainability issues that 
need to be addressed.”

The class traveled to Rio de Janeiro with 
the support of KeppelFELS, the Shell Center 
of Sustainability and AECOM, where it wit-
nessed firsthand the workings of an oilrig. 
By the end of the year, the nine students in 
the class had created a total of three projects 
in response to the original challenge, but 
only one group submitted their project for 

the Odebrecht Award, according to Bhatia. 
Brown College fifth-year student Alex Yuen, 

also currently working in New York, said he 
was not sure how feasible their project could 
actually be.

“Right now, we’re just going for getting the 
idea out there,” Yuen said. “It’d be incredibly 
complicated technically, economically and po-
litically, but it [would] be a really fascinating, 
radical development.”

Luo said their communication with Ode-
brecht, the Brazilian multinational that spon-
sored the competition, and other oil compa-
nies has her seeing potential for their project.

“As an architect in school, you just let your 
imagination run wild,” Luo said. “Suddenly, 
we have the connections to people who have 
the power and resources to make [our design] 
actually happen.”

Of the $40,000 total prize, $20,000 went 
to the students, $10,000 went to the advising 
professor and $10,000 went to the university, 
according to the competition guidelines. 

Finalists for the award also received ad-
mission to the Odebrecht Young Partner or 
Braskem Associate trainee and internship pro-
grams. Luo said she does not think either she 
or her teammates will pursue this opportunity 
due to their current enrollment in Rice’s archi-
tecture program.

Yuen said he encourages his architecture 
colleagues and Rice students to embrace col-
laboration.

“As archis, we tend to stay in our studios,” 
Yuen said. “There’s a lot of potential for aca-
demic collaboration and interaction with the 
rest of the community.”
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by Brooke Bullock
News Editor

OwlSpark is a new accelerator program cre-
ated by three Rice University undergraduates 
and one Rice MBA candidate to assist the Rice 
community in commercializing products and 
forming business plans. 

Finalized plans are still being established, but 
the group plans to offer mentorship, workspace, 
curricula and initial investments to groups that 
apply to the summer 2013 program, OwlSpark co-
founder Veronica Saron said. Summer 2013 will 
be the first run of the program, but current plans 
are to create a sustainable program that will con-
tinue to support entrepreneurship in future years 
as well, co-founder Akash Morrison said. 

The program will teach Rice community 
members how to build businesses and allow 
them to start their own during the summer, Mor-
rison, a Will Rice College senior, said.

“Over the three months, there will be a struc-
tured program that each team will go through,” 
Morrison said. “In the spirit of Rice, we want [the 
teams] to be able to complete their projects and 
make something that will change the world.”

Saron, a Will Rice junior, said the goal of the 
program is to increase entrepreneurship at Rice. 

“OwlSpark will enable Rice community mem-
bers to bring ideas they have for businesses to 
market as well as commercialize Rice technolo-
gies – so the program teams will definitely call 
for more than engineers,” Saron said. “Many 
skill sets will be needed: business, analysis, mar-
keting, implementation, but most of all, a spark 
for making things happen. So we definitely will 
need students of all different majors to team up 
to make businesses.”

There has been a lot of buildup for entrepre-
neurship over the past five to 10 years, Morrison 
said. The Rice Alliance for Technology and Entre-
preneurship has made efforts to promote entre-
preneurship at Rice but has shifted to focus more 
on graduate students than undergraduates, co-
founder of OwlSpark Vivas Kumar said. 

The founders feel that an accelerator like 
OwlSpark can help build on efforts already start-
ed by RATE and other groups like the Rice Center 
for Engineering Leadership, Leadership Rice and 
the Entrepreneurship Club to allow students to 
turn their technologies and ideas into profitable 
realities, Morrison said.

Morrison said the founders first came up with 
OwlSpark in spring 2012. Kumar, a Will Rice ju-
nior, said the idea for OwlSpark came from what 
he and the other founders – Morrison, Saron and 

Rice MBA candidate Darren Clifford – were see-
ing happen across the country. 

“One of the things that’s happening in the 
entrepreneurship world is accelerators,” Kumar 
said. “They last for three months. They give 
teams that are starting a business or interested 
in developing a product access to workspace, 
legal advice, banking advice, and mentors who 
have had their own experiences in entrepreneur-
ship and setting up their own businesses.”

Morrison said program details will be worked 
on through the end of October so the group has a 
clear idea of what will need to be put in place be-

tween now and May. The next step will be finding 
financial support for the program, he said. 

“Over the course of November, December 
and January, we’re going to pitch the idea to the 
Kauffman Foundation and other nonprofits, as 
well as individual investors, for financial sup-
port,” Morrison said. 

The board of advisers not only provides ad-
vice in terms of its members’ experience with 
entrepreneurship, but also helps the group 
with networking to find potential donors and 
mentors, Morrison said. The board of Advisors 
includes Provost George McLendon, adjunct pro-
fessor of entrepreneurship Bryan Guido Hassin 
(Lovett ’01) and Managing Director of the Rice 
Alliance for Technology and Entrepreneurship 
Brad Burke.

Saron said OwlSpark will be hosting events 
for Rice students during the semester, co-spon-
sored by Shell Game Changer and other sponsors 
who are not yet locked in. According to Saron, 
the events may include workshops, mixers and 
networking events to gauge student interest and 
hear what students would want out of the sum-
mer program. 

Students interested in planning OwlSpark  
events or discussing the program should contact 
Saron via email at vk7@rice.edu.

OwlSpark created to inspire entrepreneurs

Dropbox offers free space at recruitment session
by Zhifan Li

For The Thresher

Students received 10 GB of free Dropbox space 
at a recruitment information session hosted by 
the company’s user operations team in Duncan 
Hall on Oct. 22. 

An additional 10 GB of space was also pro-
vided for every member of the residential college 
with the most attendees. 

McMurtry College won 10 GB space for every 
attendee; Brown College had the second highest 
number of attendees, and Lovett College came in 
third place.

Founded in 2008, Dropbox provides cloud 
storage, file synchronization and client software 
for more than 50 million users, according to the 
Dropbox website.

Dropbox User Operations Engineer Stefano 
Cayre said the purpose of the session was to re-
cruit students to work for the company.

“[The industry] is growing very fast, and we 
need to hire great people,” Cayre said. “Rice is 
one of the places we go to.”

This is the first time that Dropbox has recruit-
ed through the Office of Employer Relations and 
the first time that Dropbox has been on Rice’s 
campus, although they have posted jobs in RICE-

link since 2011, according to Jessica Campbell, 
Associate Director for Employer Relations.

“I think that Dropbox did a great job of adver-
tising their session by creating a Facebook event 
and having a contest where the college with the 
most attendees won extra space on Dropbox,” 
Campbell said. “They had a Rice alum involved in 
marketing and did a great job of connecting with 
student clubs and getting the word out.”

Besides emphasizing the diverse working 
environment at Dropbox composed of people 
from different backgrounds, the presentation 
also focused on user operations and interna-
tionalization. 

At the beginning of the presentation “User 
Operation — the Voice of the User,” Cayre intro-
duced the jobs available within the user opera-
tions team of 30 people. 

McMurtry College senior Heaven Chen said 
that as a computer science major, she was inter-
ested in the company and wanted to learn more.

Brown College junior Alex Chiu said that he 
went to the session for free Dropbox space and to 
learn about the company.

Hanszen College freshman Aurea Li went to 
the session for a different reason.

“I use Dropbox a lot, and I really want a free 
T-shirt,” Li said.

In the spirit 
of Rice, we 

want [the 
teams] to be 

able to complete 
their projects and 

make something that will 
change the world.

Akash Morrison
Will Rice College senior
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RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Oct. 18-22.

Residential Colleges
Will Rice College
Brown College

Academic Buildings
Anderson Hall
Fondren Library

Other Locations
West Lot 3
Rice Boulevard
North Annex Lot

Oct. 18
Oct. 22 

Oct. 18
Oct. 22

Oct. 18
Oct. 19
Oct. 19

Theft of a computer
Theft of a bicycle, suspect arrested

Theft of a bicycle
Disorderly conduct

Attempted burglary of a vehicle
Driving while license invalid
Criminal mischief

by Jennifer Shen
Thresher Staff

The old joke, “Rice has more squirrels than 
students,” may not be true anymore with the 
increased student enrollment and what now 
seems to be a decreased squirrel population.

One of the popular theories among students 
is that Housing and Dining may have reduced 
the number of squirrels in the interest of Cen-
tennial.

“[My friend thought] that maybe the Univer-
sity has actually tried to relocate the squirrels or 
in some way sweep them aside for Centennial 
so that you don’t have a hundred rodents run-
ning around when people are trying to walk,” 
Sid Richardson college senior Charlie Behr said.

Susann Glenn, manager of communications 
for Facilities Engineering and Planning, said 
H&D did not do anything with the squirrels.

“We love the squirrels here,” Glenn said. 
“They are a special part of the unique culture on 
this campus.”

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Assistant 
Professor Amy Dunham said that the population 
of Rice’s squirrels may have decreased from the 
intense drought and spotty acorn crop last year.

“Texas Parks and Wildlife reports that fox 
squirrel population numbers are down in 
some regions,” Dunham said.

However, Dunham said there is an over-
abundance of acorns this year.

According to Glenn, Grounds Superinten-
dent for Facilities Engineering and Planning 
Ron Smith thinks that because of the excess 
of acorns, squirrels have been coming out 
less frequently since they no longer rely on 
humans for food.

“They’re around, but have been hanging 
out in their trees,” Glenn said.

Will Rice College senior Aurelia Fu said 
she noticed that there are fewer squirrels on 
campus when she had to count them for a 
lab she is taking.

“We walked around campus for [over] two 
hours, and we counted less than 25,” Fu said.

Dunham said squirrels reproduce quick-
ly in good years, and with plenty of food 
around, she expects Rice squirrel population 
to boom next season.

“I expect that next year you will see the 
squirrels back in force on campus, maybe 
more than we have seen in a long time,” Dun-
ham said.

Squirrels amiss on campus

by Brooke Bullock
News Editor

Rice University radio station KTRU dedicated 
its broadcasting station to alumnus Ben Horne 
(Wiess ’02) over Centennial Weekend in memo-
rial of his passing this summer. A plaque honor-
ing Horne will be placed next to the broadcasting 
station. The plaque will also feature the phrase 
“Maintain the Light,” which is the name of 
Horne’s memorial webpage (maintainthelight.org) 
created by his family. 

Horne and fellow climber Gil Weiss died in a 
mountain climbing accident in Peru. A memorial 
was held in Horne’s honor on Oct. 13 during Cen-
tennial weekend. The event was coordinated by 
KTRU alumni with aid from the administration, 
KTRU station manager Nick Ryder said. 

“There was huge support to remember him 
as he should be remembered: for his adventur-
ous spirit and [for] how he really had the spirit 
of KTRU at heart,” Ryder, a Duncan College 
junior, said. 

The dedication is a special memorial because 
KTRU has never dedicated anything to an indi-
vidual, Ryder said. 

“KTRU has never been about the individual, 
so we’ve never dedicated anything to an indi-
vidual before,” Ryder said. “But after all that he’s 
[Horne] done for KTRU, it seemed appropriate. It 
would seem inappropriate if we didn’t.” 

The idea to dedicate the broadcasting studio 
to Horne came from Johnny So (Will Rice ’01). So 
worked with Horne for three years at KTRU and 
was Horne’s immediate predecessor as station 
manager, he said. Horne began working for KTRU 
as a DJ his freshman year and worked up to DJ 
manager before succeeding So in spring of 2001. 

So said he first approached KTRU general 
manager and Rice Broadcast Television advisor 
Will Robedee with the dedication idea, then took 
it to the KTRU alumni. With the support of Robe-
dee and the alumni, the current KTRU manage-
ment, the administration and Horne’s parents, So 
– with the help of Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson – began plans to have the plaque 

made, So said. Architecture students created 
the temporary wooden plaque currently in place 
until the etched metal plaque can be made and 
installed.

So said he proposed the idea of dedicating the 
broadcasting station in Horne’s name because 
Horne spent a large part of his time and efforts at 
Rice working with KTRU.

“On a selfish level, Ben was a friend of mine, 
and I was pretty upset when I heard he passed 
away,” So said. “[But] I remembered how much 
work and effort he put in to KTRU, not just as a 
manager, but as a [disc jockey] director and DJ. He 
put four years into KTRU and was instrumental in 
getting it back on air [after a shutdown in 2000].” 

Baker College junior Tori Laxalt said she felt 
the dedication was fitting after stories she heard 
about Horne. 

“I had known a little about Ben before the 
dedication but not much,” Laxalt said. “After 
hearing all the stories about him, not only in 
relation to his involvement with KTRU but also 
about how much he affected every person he 
touched, I felt that it only made sense to dedi-
cate the station to him.” 

Hutchinson was Wiess College master when 
Horne was at Rice and said he and Horne had fre-
quent discussions about KTRU. 

“Ben and I found ourselves on opposite sides 
of the issue when KTRU was briefly shut down in 
2000, but we maintained close communication 
through our differences,” Hutchinson said. 

Hutchinson said that Horne knew how to 
reach out to the greater student body at Rice. 

“Ben understood how to recruit more stu-
dents into KTRU from a wider swath of campus, 
and he understood how to use KTRU to build a 
community,” Hutchinson said. 

So said he felt the dedication of the broad-
casting studio was a good way to commemorate 
Horne’s outstanding contributions to KTRU.

“A lot of times station managers are just in 
charge of administrative duties at the station, but 
Ben went above and beyond that,” So said. “He 
went on to reshape KTRU. He went above and be-
yond what they normally do.”

KTRU honors late manager 
with dedication of studio
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by Veronica Riggs
For The Thresher

Everyone knows about NOD; it is easily the 
most anticipated party of the year. However, few 
people know anything about the DJ who will be 
spinning all the tracks for the night. Will Rice se-
nior Clayton Chaney is the man behind the music.

A passion for music in high school inspired 
Chaney to become a DJ.

“I was always the guy that had the brand 
new music and gave it to all my friends,” Chaney 
said. “I was always burning CDs for people. Mu-
sic was always a big thing for me, like number 
one priority.”

However, once he started studying at Rice, the 
demanding schedule of a civil engineering major 
put a damper on Chaney’s interest in music.

“I got into college and was extremely busy 
with school,” Chaney said. “I couldn’t really do 
the music thing like I wanted to.”

School was not the only thing occupying 
Chaney’s time. A decorated track athlete, he 
competed at last spring’s Conference USA Cham-
pionship, winning both the decathlon and the 
heptathlon with a personal best time in the latter. 
His athleticism granted him advancement to the 
national level. He ultimately placed 12th in de-
cathlon at the 2012 NCAA Outdoor Track & Field 
Championship and was named a second-team 
All-America athlete.

His performance is even more impressive be-
cause of his modesty. In conversation, Chaney 
barely mentions his involvement on the track 
team, much less the facts about his medal-worthy 
achievements. He makes the intensive practice 
schedule and diligence required for an athlete 
of his caliber seem entirely inconsequential.  His 
lack of emphasis on his track star status only high-
lights his passion for and dedication to music.

Despite the heavy course load and rigorous 
track schedule, Chaney managed to make time to 
pursue music. He was inspired to DJ by watching 
and learning from other DJs.

“I go out and about in Houston and I met a 
DJ that I really liked,” Chaney said about mentor 
DJ Mr. Rogers. “I followed him, went to his gigs, 
and I eventually met him. I spent the whole past 
two years with him and he taught me everything 
about DJ-ing. He showed me the world.”

With DJ Mr. Rogers as his model, Chaney set 
out to provide a similar experience as a DJ who 
interacts with the audience and feeds off the 
crowd’s energy. Since he began, he has worked 
at about 20 weddings. He is most active around 
campus; Chaney had three gigs over Centennial 
weekend and often DJs for Willy’s Pub. Through-
out his experience, his favorite part of the job is 
encountering new people.

“You meet all kinds of people from all over,” 
Chaney said. “They just come over to check 
out your system and you always make connec-
tions.”

At Rice specifically, Chaney has found unique 
music tastes. 

“I love it,” Chaney said. “Everybody here is so 

diverse; everybody likes all types of genres. I just 
take what I like and take what other people like 
and integrate it into my own thing.”

His comprehensive style and his involve-
ment on campus helped him secure the NOD DJ 
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“I asked them two months ago,” Chaney said. 
“They said, ‘We really want you to do it.’”
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NOD,” Chaney said. “Hopefully out of the whole 
CD, everyone will like at least one of the songs.”

Beginning with Mario-themed dialogue and 
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of seductive tracks. In addition to the download-
able version of the mixtape which is available on 
his website, Chaney plans to distribute CDs on 
campus.  

The mixtape serves to increase excitement 
about NOD, but Chaney put just as much thought 
into the actual NOD playlist. In addition to incor-
porating the NODtendo theme, he will also be ac-
knowledging the occasion.

“I mean, it is Halloween too,” Chaney said. 
“That’ll definitely be integrated into my mix, es-
pecially for the prime hour.”

The tracks will include popular Halloween 
hits like “Thriller” and the Jaws theme song.

Following NOD, he has no intention of slow-
ing down.

“With the DJ thing in general, I’m like a kid in 
a candy store,” Chaney said. “I don’t really know 
where it’ll go after I’m done with college, but I 
hope that I can pursue it around 
Houston. I’m go-
ing to get my 
job and then, 
on the week-
ends, DJ.”
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 Who is responsible for all the decadence? 
While the task of creating Rice’s largest and 
most famous party is shared by a large net-
work of students, ultimately the responsibil-
ity of planning the event falls on the Wiess 
College social committee. This year, Wiess 
juniors Bobby Prengle and Adriana Bolivar 
have undertaken the daunting task of orga-
nizing and directing Night of Decadence.

“I pretty much wanted to become a social 
as soon as I looked at the Wikipedia page for 
NOD before coming to [Rice],” Prengle said. 
“How many people can say they planned a 
party for more than 1,500 people that was 
[once] in Playboy’s top 10 parties? And it’s 
fairly well known outside of Rice.”

Since the early 1970s, the history of NOD 
has largely been an interwoven mix of hyper-
bole and truth. Getting past the hearsay leg-
end of the event is a challenge, but what is 
known is that what started as a small event 
with a select group of Wiessmen in 1973 rap-
idly developed into a focal point of Rice’s 
party culture. Starting in the mid-1970s, the 
party soon developed into a themed event.

In 1978, the theme chosen for the party 
was Animal House, in reference to the then 
recently released film of the same title. The 
Thresher reported that year that the first 200 
couples to enter the party were given rubber 
gloves.

“[We] go to extreme measures to make 
sure we know what’s worked in the past and 
what hasn’t,” Prengle said. “We’re always 
looking for ways to improve, and we can’t do 
that unless we know the history.”

As the party itself continues to change 
and develop, so does the role of planning 
it. Most notably, security has come to the 
forefront as one of the chief concerns when 
planning the party. With attendance consis-
tently growing each year, the security mea-
sures have likewise expanded.

Additionally, the socials are involving 
the rest of campus in order to host a safe and 
secure event. In addition to student security 
open to all colleges, the socials are levying 
the now more robust university caregiver 
program.

“There’s also a lot of campus-wide in-
volvement with caregiving that’s happened 
thanks to the increased caregiving pro-
gram we’ve seen in the past year or so,”  
Prengle said.

NOD, unlike any other Rice public party, 
charges for admission in order to offset the 
greater costs associated with the party. This 
difference might appear inconsequential, 
but it affects the rules regarding the Rice 
University Alcohol Policy and makes the 
party a greater challenge to plan.

“The biggest challenge is that we need a 
license to provide alcohol and [need to] use 
a third-party vendor to serve,” Prengle said. 
“That requires a lot of different departments 
coming together to fill out paperwork. But 
overall, it allows us to really guarantee that 
it’s the safest party on campus. Over half our 
budget is spent on making sure partygoers 
are taken care of, whether that’s through 
our student security force, EMS or RUPD. We 
really do more than any other party in that 
regard, and we can only handle those costs 
by charging admission.”

Still, admission is not the only difference 
between NOD and other Rice public parties, 
and the administration first noticed this fact 
in the late 1990s and early 2000s. During this 
period, the administration realized that NOD 
presented its own unique challenges due to 
the high volume of guests. As such, they cre-
ated new guidelines to help make NOD safer.

“[Wiess] had to make a lot of changes, 
specifically to security measures, to make 
sure not only is it a decadent and unique 
event, but that it’s also a safe event,” Pren-
gle said.

While the role of social varies at each 
college, most colleges typically assign their 
socials a range of responsibilities. At Wiess, 
the socials run a few smaller events in the 
spring, but the focus is almost entirely on 
the Saturday before Halloween. Unsurpris-
ingly, the planning for NOD starts early.

“[We started in] June,” Prengle said. 
“That was a lot of looking back at past years 
and doing things like the party plan, which 
really wasn’t much but made life this fall so 
much better. Getting the little things done 
over the summer makes dealing with big 
things a lot easier.”

Then, in September, the theme was fi-
nally selected. The current ritual for selec-
tion involves a Wiess-wide retreat to discuss 
submissions made throughout the year. Em-
phasis is placed on current events, the ease 
of decoration and costuming.

As is the case with most large-scale 
events, planning NOD requires sound orga-
nization and a large amount of paperwork. 
The socials cite keeping organized as both 
essential to the party’s success and the 
greatest challenge in planning the event. 
Still, they acknowledge the support of vari-
ous groups and individuals as indispens-
able.

“I think that if lots of people come to 
Wiess, have a good time and are safe, it’s 
a great NOD,” Prengle said. “As long as ev-
erything we can possibly think of is in place 
for people to enjoy themselves in a safe and 
responsible manner, then we as socials have 
done our job. If we’ve done everything right, 
then the numbers, like attendance, will be 
there for other people to judge us on.”

Night of Decadence
and the DJ is ...

Dj Chaney

Behind the scenes with

The Socials

the many scantily clad faces of night of decadence



DESIGN A
NEW RMC

 THE RULES
Any medium (digital, sketch, sculpture, the Sims...) will be accepted.
Design must show some idea for the interior of the building (e.g. a cross section of the floors). Exterior details would be a nice addition
Architectural soundness is not required.
Current parts of the building (e.g. the Chapel, Pub) may be included, but are not required.
You may assume that the entire building was torn down and a new one is being built in its place or you may create modifications to the existing structure.

 THE JUDGES
Dr. Kevin Kirby, Vice President for Administration
Boyd Beckwith, Director of the Student Center
Susann Glenn, Manager of Communications for FE&P and H&DFix  The  RMC

The  Problem:

What  is  a  good  student  center?

The  Solution:

CIRCULATION:

Currently the only way for people to move through the entire RMC is on the 
ground �oor. This can be extremely confusing for people looking for services 
that are not on the �rst �oor as they attempt to �gure out which of the two 
separate buildings they need to enter to get where they are going. The idea 
of having a single main axis fails when it only functions on one level.

NO FOCUS

People can enter the RMC from all sides. Meaning despite the fact that their 
is a “front” side of the RMC it is under-utilized and never becomes a focal 
point of the building.  Entry from the central quad side of the building is 
particularly disappointing. You walk by the beauty of the Brochstein pavilion 
and then must enter through a hidden door to the RMC.

HISTORIC

This is not so much as a problem as an important issue. The RMC has 
some incredible history and it would be a shame to tear down the entire 
building. The new proposal should build on the �aws of the historic 
buildings, making the new improved building function as a strong whole.

EASY CONNECTIONS

A new addition to the RMC must carry the central axis to the second and 
third �oors of the building. This allows for easy to understand connections to 
currently disconnected parts of the building.

ACTIVATE CENTRAL QUAD + INNER-LOOP

By completely �lling in one courtyard and by partially �lling in another, the 
building now creates two large entry spaces that face the central quad. 
These glass encased space become beacons as one approaches from the 
south and allow the RMC to stand up to the  substantial presence of the 
Brochstein Pavilion. New unique views towards the interloop would be 
created as the central axis is raised to a second and third level.

FLEXIBLE SPACES AT DIFFERENT SCALE

Within the new addition the spaces must be �exible. The student center 
needs to provide spaces for such a large number of activities and events it 
is important that it has a variety of spaces that ful�ll the needs of the 
students. These spaces should also be rich in natural light and have 
connections to the outside, providing a positive and inspiring zone rather 
then a dark and depressing one.

CAMPUS CENTER ACTIVITIES
Require Flexible Spaces

POSSIBLE PROGRAM PRECEDENTS:

Current Conditions:

Illinois Institute of TechnologyWellesley UniversityWesleyan University

New Addition:

Expanded Coffeehouse Lounge

Coffeehouse has already out grown their sitting area. It 
is a vibrant spot that kids are motivated to study 
together in. This atmosphere should be built on by 
creating a much larger lounge with plenty of natural 
light. This area will also be a better space for 
coffeehouse concerts without having to use the more 
Formal Grand hall.

Nook Study Spaces (With A View!)

Maximizing the potential of this narrow passageway 
Small study spaces and computer terminals allow for 
personal space but also a view, as one can look out 
onto the inner loop or on the opposite side look out 
towards the new bustling central quad.

Study/Practice Rooms

Small private rooms give students the opportunity to 
meet for group projects or to just hangout and chat 
privately. These rooms would also provide a  quiet place 
to practice an instrument or practice lines for an 
upcoming drama performance

Club meeting and Courtyard connection

With so many awesome clubs at Rice, their seems to be a 
lack of good meeting rooms. These larger private rooms 
would provide the perfect central location for clubs to meet. 
They would also be great for small movie screenings or 
conference meetings.

On the lower level exterior panels would rotate and slide 
opening up the space to the courtyard outside
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Current Conditions:

Illinois Institute of TechnologyWellesley UniversityWesleyan University

New Addition:

Expanded Coffeehouse Lounge

Coffeehouse has already out grown their sitting area. It 
is a vibrant spot that kids are motivated to study 
together in. This atmosphere should be built on by 
creating a much larger lounge with plenty of natural 
light. This area will also be a better space for 
coffeehouse concerts without having to use the more 
Formal Grand hall.

Nook Study Spaces (With A View!)

Maximizing the potential of this narrow passageway 
Small study spaces and computer terminals allow for 
personal space but also a view, as one can look out 
onto the inner loop or on the opposite side look out 
towards the new bustling central quad.

Study/Practice Rooms

Small private rooms give students the opportunity to 
meet for group projects or to just hangout and chat 
privately. These rooms would also provide a  quiet place 
to practice an instrument or practice lines for an 
upcoming drama performance

Club meeting and Courtyard connection

With so many awesome clubs at Rice, their seems to be a 
lack of good meeting rooms. These larger private rooms 
would provide the perfect central location for clubs to meet. 
They would also be great for small movie screenings or 
conference meetings.

On the lower level exterior panels would rotate and slide 
opening up the space to the courtyard outside

SXL M L

Kitchen/Servery
Dining Halls
Food Court
Cafe
Coffee Shop
Bar/Pub
Formal Lounges (Semi-Private)
Social Lounges (Public)
College Bookstore
Copy Center
Mailboxes

Convenience Store
Laundry
Welcome Center
Founder’s Center
Meeting Rooms

Conference Center (Lecture)
Multi-Purpose Room
Multi-Purpose Area

Roof Deck

Movie Theater
Game Room
Exhibition Galleries 
Art/Dance Studios
Meditation Rooms
Performance Hall
Computer Lab
Reading Rooms
Student Counseling
Student Government
Multi-Cultural Resources

Radio Station
Chaplain Suite

Student Groups Fair
Student Orientation Campus Welcome

Eating

Relaxing

Study

MeditationWorship

Conversation

Lectures

Presentation

Performances
Exhibition

Rehersal

Weddings
Formal Dinners

Ceremonies Grab-n-Go

Retrieve Mail

Food Preperation
Sleeping Overnight

Naping

Drinking

Dancing

Movies

Jobs Fair Playing

Web Access

Wellness

Administration

Other Organized Student 
Events

First Place: Josh Herzstein

by Brooke Bullock
News Editor

     The Rice Memorial Center Redesign Compe-
tition results were announced at the Student 
Association meeting this past Monday. First 
place went to Hanszen fifth-year architecture 
student Josh Herzstein; second to McMurtry Col-
lege sophomore Claire Estewani and McMurtry 
junior Shaan Patel; third to Baker College fifth-
year architecture student Kyle Byrne; and hon-
orable mention to Will Rice College senior Tanvi 
Sharma and Baker senior Xueyao Zhou. Prizes 

were awarded to the first, second and third place 
winners in the amounts of $500, $300 and $200, 
respectively. 
     Submissions were graded on six categories 
on a scale from one to 10, SA External Vice Presi-
dent Yoonjin Min said. Grading categories in-
cluded creativity, addressing deficiencies, con-
cept and relevance to Rice. 
     Vice President for Administration Kevin 
Kirby said the winning plans will not figure 
much in to the future pre-design for the new 
RMC, but student opinions are important to the  
pre-design process. 

     “It’s not so much the competition itself, it’s 
the cumulative total of the student voice saying 
this is an important project to us and in all kinds 
of ways,” Kirby said. 
     Min, a Jones College junior, said the SA knew 
that the projects would not be picked up as a 
whole by the university, but that the ideas present-
ed in them would help voice student opinions. 
     “There’s a campus architect and they’ve done 
pre-designs in the past but we thought having 
these designs would help them [the administra-
tion] visualize what the students want so that 
when it comes time to talk to an architect they 

aren’t just showing another architect’s designs,” 
Min said. 
     Kirby said the next step will be to gather do-
nors for the RMC re-design. ALFA has already 
donated $1 million to the re-design, but one or 
two large donors and several smaller donors 
will be necessary to fund the project which is 
estimated to cost anywhere between $20-40 mil-
lion, he said. 
     “You can’t raise money for this $50,000 dol-
lars at a time or $5,000 at a time,” Kirby said. 
“You need a very substantial gift to build mo-
mentum and start the process.”

And the winners of the design competition are...

  I guess I was just inspired 
by the fact that Rice is such 
a great institution but we 
don’t have a student center 
that I felt fulfilled the needs 
of the community. Rice 
needs something that is flex-
ible, sustainable, and fulfills 
student needs ... The RMC is 
sort of old and hodge-podge. 
It needs one simple design 
move to help simplify and 
connect all those pieces. I 
wanted to keep it simple to 
help connect those pieces.

Josh Herzstein
Hanszen ’12

Honorary Mention: 
Tanvi Sharma and Xueyao Zhou 



Second Place: Claire Elestwani and Shaan Patel

CONVERGE

�e Convergent Space 
Proposal’s central atrium acts as 

a social condenser that brings 
together the disparate parts of 

Rice student life, and invites 
them into one collective space. 

Ground Floor

Basement

Second Floor

Third Floor

Large Communal Spaces

These spaces are pre-programmed, and 
are designed with particular ideas in 
mind. The ones shown here are a 
pub/restaurant space, a chapel, an 
auditorium, a bookstore, and a large food 
court. 

Student Organizational Spaces

These spaces of varying size can be 
given, leased or loaned to different 
student groups. Along the interior, they 
create “storefronts” allowing for 
advertising, awareness, and connectivity 
to the void. From the exterior, they 
unjulate in size as to create different 
sized spaces, shading, terraces, and 
external autonomy.

Administrative Space

Currently, the Student Center houses 
certain administrative bodies that 
students need on a day to day basis. 
These will be loaded on the ends of the 
void, and be larger to allow for varying 

  We were inspired by the 
disparate culture at Rice and 
[the need] to create a design 
that brought these separate 
parts together. 

       We were also intrigued by 
the way that Rice kids kind of 
cut their own paths through the 
grass to get wherever, so we 
tried to capture that spirit of 
extreme efficiency in the design 
of the irregular stairways.

Shaan Patel
McMurtry ’14

Claire Elestwani
McMurtry ’15

Third Place: Kyle Byrne
   Basically my design was a 
reaction to the two issues I feel 
plague the existing RMC: the 
first one being that it’s one of 
the more confusing buildings 
on campus — it has discon-
nected second floors and it’s 
generally hard to find things; 
second — and this is kind of 
for campus as a whole — is 
there’s a lack of food options 
whereas the other universi-
ties I’ve been too have fielded 
more food options and most 
of those center around the 
student center. Kyle Byrne

Baker ’12

Honorary Mention: 
Tanvi Sharma and Xueyao Zhou 
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Darshan Patel
Thresher Staff

With the season almost over, the women’s soc-
cer team has not disappointed, posting an over-
all record of 10-6-3, including an impressive 7-2-1 
mark in Conference USA play. The Owls’ improve-
ment from non-conference play to the team they 
are today is no easy feat, and the team is reaping 
the rewards of this progress. The Owls are tied for 
first in the C-USA standings entering the final week 
of conference play and are trying to not only wrap 
up a conference championship, but also secure 
the first seed in the upcoming C-USA tournament, 
which begins on Oct. 31. 

Women’s soccer began during the middle of 
August with nine non-conference games against 
competitive teams from other conferences. The 
Owls came out of the gate with a tough non-con-
ference schedule, playing teams such as Baylor 
University and Oklahoma State University. These 
games were set up the team’s success in confer-
ence play this year, Head Coach Nicky Adams said.

“There’s a reason that we go out and sched-
ule really tough teams – so that we are prepared 
for the conference,” Adams said. “With us having 
such a young team, I think it was good for us to 
mold really early and be able to do what we have 
this second half of the season.” 

This is Adams’ third year as head coach, and 
she is one of the reasons for the team’s success this 
season. Since Adams took over the women’s soc-
cer program in 2010, the Owls have constantly im-
proved, and her players agree that Adams has been 
key to Rice women soccer’s recent rise in C-USA. 

“Since [Adams] took over, we’ve definitely had 
a different mindset because our style changed a lit-
tle bit and became more of a team,” team captain 
and senior midfielder Julia Barrow said. 

Barrow has played for the Owls both before 
and during Adams’ tenure.

With the non-conference games behind them, 
the Owls turned their attention to the heart of their 
schedule and conference matchups. The women 
opened conference play at home on Sept. 21 and 
23 with victories against both the University of 
Tulsa and Southern Methodist University. These 
two games not only opened conference play with 

a demonstration of the strength of Rice’s team, but 
also displayed one of the keys to the Owls’ success 
this season: the freshmen.

Freshmen forwards Lauren Hughes and Holly 
Hargreaves are a major reason the Owls are tied for 
first in conference play. Hughes and Hargreaves 
have each scored nine goals so far this year, mak-
ing them responsible for 18 of the 23 overall goals 
scored by the team.  Additionally, both women 
have set Rice women’s soccer all-time records for a 
single season. Hargreaves set a record for the most 
game-winning goals in a single season. She has 
scored six so far, including the epic game-winner 
against Southern Methodist University that helped 
her net the honor of C-USA Co-Offensive Player of 
the Week of Sept. 24. Adams said that even be-
fore the season she knew Hargreaves and Hughes 
could possibly play crucial roles this year.     

“We knew coming in that they were going to be 
impact players for us, but any time with freshmen, 
you do not know what you are going to get,” Ad-
ams said. “But those two just came in and we have 
been on fire ever since the beginning, and both of 
them took their roles seriously. The thing is, they’re 
working really good together as well.” 

With the emergence of both Hughes and Har-
greaves, the Owls continued to win, following up 
their Tulsa and SMU wins with a split on their first 
conference road trip. The team defeated the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi but fell 1-0 to the 
University of Central Florida, which was ranked 
No. 10 in the nation at the time. Next, the Owls de-
feated Marshall University before tying with East 
Carolina University the same weekend, leaving the 
Owls tied for second place in conference behind 
the University of Memphis and setting up a pivotal 
matchip in Memphis, Tenn., on Oct. 11. 

The game was picked up for national television 
and was named Fox Soccer Channel’s National 
Soccer Coaches Association of America Game of 
the Week. The Owls defeated the Tigers  2-0 with 
goals from Hughes and sophomore midfielder 
Gabriela Iribarne. The victory also culminated in 
Hughes winning C-USA Offensive Player of the 
Week on Oct. 15. The win jolted the Owls into first 
place in C-USA, where they have remained. Adams 
herself stressed the importance of the win and get-
ting into first place as crucial. 

Following the Memphis win, the women 
ended the road trip by defeating the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham, leading to the final 
home weekend of the season. This past week’s 
games were the final home games for seniors 
Barrow, Amy Beger, Alex Burton, Lauren LaGro 
and Andie Obermeyer. Last week’s play resulted 
in a split with a 1-0 win versus the University of 
Texas at El Paso on Oct. 19 and a 1-0 loss to Colo-
rado College last Sunday.  

The loss left the Owls tied with Colorado Col-
lege for possession of first place in C-USA as they 
head into the final regular-season game tonight 
against rival University of Houston. For the Owls, 
the game means more than just bragging rights 
this year. Also on the line is the C-USA champi-

onship and a possible No.1 seed in the C-USA 
Tournament, based on Colorado College’s result 
in its final game. However, the Owls need a lot in 
order to have both these things take place. First 
and foremost, they must defeat UH. A loss to the 
Cougars, and the Owls’ chances of a No. 1 seed 
in the conference tournament are gone. Also, 
UCF is right on the heels of Rice and Colorado 
College and plays a weak University of Southern 
Mississippi team in its final match of the year. 
If both the Owls and Colorado College lose and 
UCF wins in Hattiesburg, Miss., UCF will win 
the C-USA championship. In essence, the Owls 
must win today for a championship trophy this 
season, making today’s match the most critical 
of the year. 

Women’s soccer season ending, first place in sight

Alexandra Trenary (center) attempts to gain possession of the ball against Colorado College. 

Gloria Quintanilla/thresher

Farrah Madanay
Editorial Staff

The Rice Rugby Football Club will play its first 
regular season game tomorrow at 2 p.m. against 
Texas State University. Though only the season 
opener, captain Agha Nkama said he thinks the 
game will be a good indicator of who will win the 
league championship.

“I look forward to the game against Texas State 
because it practically determines who’s going to 
win the league,” Nkama said. “It looks like we’re 
the favorites, and I’m looking forward to success.”

Last year, the rugby team finished second in the 
Southwest Conference to the University of Texas. 

This year, the Owls are favored to win the Division 
I-AA conference championships since UT has since 
moved up to Division I-A. 

However, the rugby men are not taking this sea-
son for granted. In addition to practicing on Tues-
days and Thursdays like last year, the team has 
added Monday and Wednesday morning runs and 
conditioning to its regimen.

The true test of the team’s fitness will come 
tomorrow as the team expects to beat the only 
other team, after UT, that beat the Owls last year. 

“Last year, we weren’t prepared physically so 
we ended up losing [to Texas State],” Rugby Pres-
ident Shaun Haby said. “Now, we have stepped 
up our training, and I think it shows.”

Not only have the Owls trained harder this 
year, but they have also, for the first time in Rice 
rugby history, prepared for the regular season 
by participating in the 7s (7 men on each side) 
preseason in an effort to gain extra practice en-
tering the year.  

Despite finishing as the seventh overall seed 
after playing in two round-robin tournaments, 
the Owls are optimistic about their upcoming 
15s (15 men on each side) season.

“7s wasn’t too kind to us, but 15s is what 
we’ve always done, so it should be our bread 
and butter,” Haby said. “We didn’t lose too 
many guys from last year, so we should have a 
strong team.”

Nkame, who has been in the rugby club 
since his freshman year and played on the team 
that went to Division II national championship 
two years ago, said this team looks like it has 
the most potential since he joined it.

“We have strong senior and junior classes 
that make up all the starters,” Nkame said.

Haby, who spent the past summer playing 
rugby in New Zealand, he said he wants to end 
his career on a high note by winning the confer-
ence championship and going to nationals. 

Though Rice lost to Texas State in the 7s con-
ference championship tournament earlier this 
year, Nkame and Haby have confidence that 
their strong returning roster will play to win.

Rugby wraps up preseason and prepares for a promising year ahead
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Teddy Grodek
Thresher Staff

Last season, the University of Southern 
Mississippi football program was the only 
thing that stood between the University of 
Houston and a BCS bowl. With 11 wins and 
a conference title, the 2011 season surpassed 
everyone in Hattiesburg’s wildest dreams. 
With 18 consecutive winning seasons under 
their belt, it seemed that Southern Miss was 
a storybook mid-major program – and then 
2012 struck.

With a coaching change and a brutal 
non-conference schedule that has to be con-
sidered one of the hardest in the nation, the 
Golden Eagles find themselves seven games 
into the season without a win. 

Seemingly everything that could go wrong 
has, with injured quarterbacks, a defense 
that cannot stop anyone and one of the worst 
turnover ratios in the nation.

And yet, this team still has some fight. 
With a few games that have only been decid-
ed by one possession, a running attack that 
still can be dangerous and special teams that 
have been playing well, Rice cannot simply 
look at this team as an easy victory, especial-
ly with the team’s recent performances.

“We’re very close, but we’re very close to 
the season being over,” Rice quarterback Tay-
lor McHargue said. “You can only be close for 
so long and then you are out of chances.”

Last weekend, Rice lost another heart-
breaker on the road against the University 
of Tulsa Golden Hurricanes. Tulsa, tied for 
the C-USA lead with five straight conference 
wins, was heavily favored against the Owls.

Rice got on the scoreboard first with a 
huge special teams play, as wide receiver 
Sam McGuffie blocked a punt and returned 
it for a touchdown. Rice and Tulsa traded 
touchdowns for the rest of the half (two 
short touchdowns from McHargue), sending 
Rice into the locker room 21-14, having never 
trailed the conference leader.

Both defenses came out to play in the sec-
ond half, with the first 14 minutes of the third 
quarter going scoreless. But a Rice intercep-
tion led to great Tulsa field position, and one 
good throw from Tulsa quarterback Kalen 
Henderson tied the game back up at 21-21.

Rice put together a strong drive in the 
fourth, leading to a 35-yard field goal from 
kicker Chris Boswell. Boswell, the best kicker 
in the C-USA, had previously missed from 47 
yards in the third and would miss from 36 in 
the closing minutes of the fourth.

Tulsa, down three with only three minutes 
to play, knew they needed to put together a 
full-field drive to have a chance at winning 
the game. The big play struck the Owls, with 
running back Jaterian Douglas snapping off a 
75-yard run, setting Tulsa up at the five-yard 
line. A one-yard run was be the nail in the 
coffin for the Owls, falling 28-24.

The most impressive performance of the 
evening came from freshman running back 
Luke Turner, with 102 yards, mostly out of the 
Wild Owl formation, all coming in the second 
half. He provided a needed spark to the Owls’ 
offense and seemingly fooled the Golden 
Hurricanes, giving them one more thing to 
worry about.

McHargue played well, with one rushing 
touchdown and one passing touchdown, but 
struggled at times against a great Tulsa de-
fense. The sudden revelation of Luke Turner 
really helped open up the field for him, pro-
viding a much needed lift for the recently-
struggling quarterback.

With the season-ending injury to corner-
back Bryce Callahan the week before, Head 
Coach David Bailiff was forced to slide safety 
Malcolm Hill to corner, starting sophomore 
Gabe Baker at strong safety. The move ap-
peared to work well, with Baker recording 

seven tackles. Baker had seen a lot of repeti-
tions over the season in second-string duty, 
so he was prepared to play a bigger role.

The game was Rice’s 14th consecutive C-
USA loss on the road. Despite the progress of 
some players, the entire Rice team was still 
upset with losing another close game.  

“It was a heartbreaking game,” Bailiff 
said. “This team played well, and we led 
the whole game except the last minute and 
30 seconds. It was one where we had some 
opportunities out there, and we have to take 
advantage of those opportunities when you 
play a team like Tulsa. They were there, but 
we didn’t finish.”

Hopefully, having beat UTSA their last 
game at home and playing well against a 
good Tulsa team will provide a needed boost 
for the Owls in their return to Rice Stadium 
against Southern Miss.

The offensive look with Luke Turner (who 
played quarterback in high school and can 
also throw the ball) out of the Wild Owl re-
ally changes the game plan for those playing 
Rice. Now, with a mobile quarterback, a suc-
cessful history of running the option and the 
Wild Owl, there is no shortage of gadgets in 
Bailiff ’s arsenal.

Keys to the Game Players to watch
•	 Sam	McGuffie – His big play potential is undeniable. There’s a 

correlation between his touchdowns and winning games.
•	 Luke	Turner – Can he do it again? Last week he was an offensive 

weapon. This week?
•	 Chris	Boswell – Rice has won games in the past because of Bo-

swell. After one of the few off-weeks of his career, will he quickly 
rebound the next week?

•	 Start fast – If Rice can pile on quickly, Southern Miss will be reeling. A 
team that hasn’t won this year will likely lose confidence quickly.

•	 Take	 advantage	 of	 the	 quarterback	 situation – Southern Miss will 
have the choice between three quarterbacks this week, none of them re-
ally appealing. This is definitely the weakest part of the Southern Miss 
team.

•	 Win	the	turnover	contest – Southern Miss gives the ball up a lot and is 
one of the worst teams in the nation in this regard. There will be free pos-
sessions for the taking. 

Tulsa	squeaks	past	floundering	Owls,	28-24
After a gut-wrenching game last week, the Owls look forward to playing Southern Miss
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Recaps, details and betting lines 

Powderpuff Scouting Notebook: Week 6

WHAT IS A LINE? 
The spread, or “line,” of a game refers to the 
expected point differential between the two 
competing teams. In any matchup the favorite 
is the team giving, or “laying,” points, signi-
fied by a negative number indicating the mar-
gin by which they are projected to win. Pick-
ing a favorite means betting that their total 
points, less the spread, will be more than the 
points scored by the underdog. The same ap-
plies for the underdog, only with points added 
instead of subtracted. 

the Thresher’s 
Week 7 Powderpuff lines

 Hanszen (-6.5) vs. Baker 
Sid Richardson (-13.5) vs. Will Rice 

Jones (-5.5) vs. Brown 
Wiess (-6.5) vs. Lovett 

 

Brown vs. GSA (6-0, OT) 

This game was a defensive struggle on both 
sides, with Brown College managing to scrape 
together a touchdown drive in overtime to 
clinch the game. The Graduate Student Asso-
ciation was without its starting quarterback in 
this contest, possibly accounting for the over-
all lack of scoring. GSA and McMurtry College 
were the two best teams in the North Division 
entering the week, and according to the stand-
ings still are, but neither looked too impressive 
this past week. 

Jones vs. McMurtry (14-13) 

McMurtry College looked impressive early, 
scoring and seeming as though it would turn 
this game into a blowout. However, Jones Col-
lege was able to battle back to go into the half 
down 13-6 before scoring in the final two min-
utes of the game to bring the game within one 
point. Jones then smartly elected to go for the 
two-point conversion to win the game, a deci-
sion we would like to take a second to praise. 

Extra points in Powderpuff are far from 
given, and we would argue not nearly twice 
as easy as a two-point conversion, so going for 
two is almost always the probabilistically wise 
decision. To understand this with the game on 
the line is commendable, and the Jones coach-
ing staff deserves credit for its decisiveness. 
McMurtry did not look good in this loss, but 
Jones also might be better than we thought in 
light of this victory and its narrow loss to Wiess 
College. 

 
Martel vs. Duncan (7-0, OT) 

Martel College took care of business in this 
game, albeit in an unimpressive manner, 
winning in overtime after scoring and then 
intercepting Duncan College to end the game. 
Martel remains in the playoff hunt despite be-
ing under .500 and possessing a negative point 
differential. Martel is, however, 2-1 in the North 
Division. Winning games in-division is far 
more crucial to a team’s playoff success than 
winning its inter-conference matchups, and 
Martel has done a solid job at this thus far. The 
playoff picture is wide open in the North, as 
Jones has a chance to sneak in with a couple of 
divisional victories. Brown also has a chance 
at the playoffs with a victory over Jones and a 
McMurtry loss to Martel. 

Sid Richardson vs. Lovett (13-6)

In what was probably the most anticipated 
game of the week, Sid Richardson was able 

to defeat Lovett. The game was a hard-fought 
defensive battle, and Sid looked extremely 
impressive in victory. Sid went up 13-0 in the 
middle of the fourth quarter, but Lovett scored 
with slightly under two minutes remaining, 
stopped Sid on its subsequent drive and ad-
vanced the ball all the way to Sid’s 20-yard line 
before Sid ended the game with a sack. 

Lovett has displayed a tendency to fall 
down early in games before riding torrid come-
backs to victory, but that pattern will not hold 
up against the tough competition of the South 
Division. This was a massive win for Sid and 
tightens up the race for the South, with Baker, 
Hanszen, Sid and Lovett Colleges all having 
legitimate shots at first place. As we have said 
before, sometimes it looks like the five best 
teams in the league are in the South, and it 
is truly a shame that Wiess College will most 
likely be on the outside looking in come playoff 
time.

Hanszen vs. Wiess (35-20)

As the score would indicate, this game 
was an absolute offensive showcase. Hanszen 
looked brilliant at times on offense en route to 
five total touchdowns in what was easily quar-
terback Audrey Chao’s best game of the year. 
Chao accounted for all five of Hanszen’s touch-
downs, with three coming through the air and 
two on the ground, and if she can maintain 
something close to this level of play going for-
ward, Hanszen has true juggernaut potential. 

We criticized Hanszen’s offense a little bit 
in this space in recent weeks, arguing that 
most of their scoring came either directly from 
its defense or as a result of the short fields its 
defense created, but the offense was truly on 
fire against Wiess. Wiess also looked quite im-
pressive offensively and produced a point total 
that would be enough to win most weeks, but 
the team had the misfortune of running into a 
dominant opponent. 

Hanszen leads the league in point differen-
tial by a mile at +57, which is 28 points greater 
than Baker’s margin of +31. Baker’s point dif-
ferential is 28 points greater than that of sev-
enth-place GSA, showing just how much better 
Hanszen has been according to this particular 
metric. The race for the South is going to come 
down to the finish and the favorite seems to 
shift with each passing game. Hanszen plays 
Baker in a critical game next week, which not 
only will go a long way toward determining 
playoff seeding but will also give us another 
piece of data in the ongoing discussion about 
the best team in Powderpuff, an argument that 
in our opinion currently comes down to one of 
these two teams.

Hanszen sophomore Priyanka Duvvuru reaches for extra yards in Hanszen’s win over Wiess.

Courtesy BarBara Morris
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Ian Chiang
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Rice University has distinguished itself from 
many other Division I universities by having 
student-athletes who not only excel in their 
respective sports but also perform well in the 
classroom. Freshman Alex Lyons has demon-
strated what it takes to be a high-achieving stu-
dent while playing sports at the high school and 
the collegiate level. 

Lyons, a linebacker for the Owls football team, 
was awarded the National Football Foundation 
National High School Scholar-Athlete Award, an 
honor given to only five football players through-
out the country for their exemplary performance 
both on the football field and in school. The award 
was given based on  merit and the region where 
the athletes played during their high school ca-
reer. Lyons represented the South Region. He and 
the other four winners were chosen from a total 
of 450,000 high school football players who were 
followed by the NFF Chapter Network. 

“It feels pretty good,” Lyons said. “I guess the 
true feeling has not hit me yet, but I do feel ex-
tremely blessed to receive the award.”

Lyons said that he did not anticipate receiving 
the award at first and was pleasantly surprised to 
hear that he was a winner. 

“My initial reaction was shock,” Lyons said. 
“I was on my way back home to Dallas when I got 
the call. When I heard the news, I seriously could 
not believe it.” 

Lyons and the other winners will receive their 
awards during the NFF Chapter Awards Lun-
cheon on Dec. 4, 2012, in New York City. 

Lyons said that he was appreciative of win-
ning the award, and was quick to express grati-
tude toward those who had helped him get to 
this point. 

“My high school experience with football and 
academics was great,” Lyons said. “I saw a lot of 
success in both areas. Balancing time for football 
and school was not difficult in high school be-
cause most things came naturally.”

On the football field, Lyons won numerous 
accolades, including First Team All-District. He 
said he is most proud of being named Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year in his district as a sopho-
more, as well as the NFF Scholar-Athlete Award.

Lyons said he hopes to bring the same 
motivation, effort and dedication to his 
sport as a student-athlete at Rice University. 
At the college level, this could prove to be 
more difficult because of longer practices, 
travel and harder classes. 

“Honestly, managing football and academ-
ics at Rice is by far the most challenging task 
I have ever faced,” Lyons said. “Actually, I am 
still in the process of figuring out the most effec-
tive way to do it. I cannot wait for the day when 
I figure it out.”

Lyons joins just a total of 96 all-time win-
ners for this prestigious award. He can also 
go on to win the same award at the college 
level by maintaining the levels of academic 
and athletic excellence that helped him win 
it in high school, a feat only five athletes 
have accomplished. 

The Fifth Lap

In a New York Times column published 
last week, William Rhoden lambasted the idea 
of an idealized “sports hero.” Citing the fall 
from grace of stars ranging from Tiger Woods 
to Michael Vick to, most recently, Lance Arm-
strong, Rhoden argued that the definition of 
a sports hero as an example or a role model 
needs to be thrown out. 

At one level, I agree with Rhoden that we 
often incorrectly equate greatness on the field 
with greatness off it. Athletes and coaches, 
like all people, are incredibly complex and of-
ten face vices just as impressive in magnitude 
as their athletic talent.  There is value in being 
able to separate out and praise someone’s ad-
mirable characteristics without projecting that 
across their entire person, whether that per-
son is an athlete or holds a different position 
of influence. The principle holds just as well 
for Michael Jordan as it does for Steve Jobs.  

However, Rhoden begins to take the path 
a step further, implying that at some level we 
shouldn’t hold athletes to a standard of con-
duct. It is here that I strongly disagree.  

Rhoden begins his article by citing an old 
commercial with Charles Barkley where Bark-
ley asserted that he is “not a role model,” that 
instead the responsibility is on parents to be 
role models and raise their kids. Rhoden then 
goes on to infer that the not-a-role-model idea 
is fundamentally right, that society should not 
have expected Barkley to be a role model be-
cause he can shoot a basketball. 

But role model or not, Barkley was, and 
had no choice but to be, a representative of 
the organizations and cities that he played 
for. And it is because of this that we can and 
should hold athletes to a standard of conduct 
outside of competition as well as in it. 

This idea is particularly clear when applied 
to our Rice student athletes. By putting on the 

Rice uniform, they become representatives of 
the university, its alumni, its students and its 
values. They become representatives of us. 

And, realistically, that representation 
doesn’t end when the uniform comes off. In-
stead, personal interactions and off-the-field 
headlines (positive or negative) add signifi-
cantly to the public perception of Rice athlet-
ics, and therefore Rice University. 

Social media has added a new dimension 
to off-the-field interaction between fans and 
athletes, and therefore applies in this area as 
well. What student athletes post reflects to a 
certain extent on this university, whether that 
works to build its reputation or tear it down. 

Critics will argue that athletes are compen-
sated for their athletic performance, not for 
the quality of their character or conduct. Rice 
does not give out athletic scholarships to indi-
viduals because they are “good people,” and 
even star athletes whose personal misconduct 
has tarnished their and their organizations’ 
reputations are often still rewarded for athletic 
performance. 

Michael Vick still makes a lot of money 
playing football. Tiger Woods still is rewarded 
handsomely by golf tournaments and his myr-
iad endorsement deals.  

But even though we reward athletes pri-
marily for their athletic prowess, being a repre-
sentative is part of the job. Therefore, their or-
ganizations and endorsers should hold them 
to a certain standard of conduct, encourage 
them to go above it and not tolerate if they fall 
too far below it. In practice, this idea seems to 
still hold. Tiger Woods did lose endorsements. 
Michael Vick did spend time in jail. Olympic 
athletes who posted racially inflammatory 
comments were dismissed by their countries.

Athletes are going to make mistakes, some-
times egregious mistakes. Inevitably, we will 
at some point be blindsided by personal rev-
elations about an athlete whom we admired. I 
already have been, many times over. 

But expectations drive behavior, and there-
fore we should continue to expect athletes to 
be positive representatives of their organiza-
tions and fans. Just because they sometimes 
fail does not mean that the expectation should 
be lowered. 

We wouldn’t lower them on the field. We 
shouldn’t off the field, either. 

 Gabe  Cuadra

On the responsibilities of our 
athletes on and off of the field

Football’s Alex Lyons wins 
NFF scholar-athlete award

Liat Zimmerman returns a volley at the ITA Regional in Waco, Texas last weekend. 

Courtesy James Hilton

Linebacker Alex Lyons



BIKE RIDE
Not a fan of NOD? Burn calories 
in a costume by participating in  
the Moonlight Bicycle Ramble 
tomorrow starting at 11:59 p.m. 
Registration is $25.

George R. Brown
Convention Center 

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 

both around Rice and in the 
Houston area for this week.

JUSTICE
D.A.N.C.E to Justice at the House 
of Blues on Oct. 28. The French 
electric rock duo will take the 
stage at 9 p.m. to perform music 
from their two albums. Tickets 
cost $40 at the door.

House of Blues Houston 
1204 Caroline Street 

ART/CONCERT
The Shepherd School of Music 
teams up with the Rice Gallery 
for the New Art/New Music: Tra-
dition Redefined concert tomor-
row at 3 p.m. Performances will 
be inspired by the Centennial.

Rice University Art Gallery
352 Sewall Hall

1960S
We may have missed out on 
Woodstock, but the Miller Out-
door Theater will honor the 
psychedelic decade with a mul-
timedia concert tonight and to-
morrow at 7:30 p.m. 

Miller Outdoor Theatre
6000 Hermann Park Drive 
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Jacquelyn Pass
For The Thresher

It is undoubtedly true that we cannot really 
understand who we are until we discover our own 
short-comings. Failure is a powerful, difficult part 
of life yet, for some reason, we love to watch others 
experience it. Martel College senior Maggie Sulc’s 
The Failures provides an intriguing take on failure 
that is highly entertaining, but has little bearing  
on reality.

The play starts with an audition for an Ameri-
can Idol-like talent show. An overly eager wannabe 
superstar fails utterly with her horrendous rendi-
tion of “Amazing Grace,” but she does not real-
ize her own ineptitude. She spills her hopes and 
dreams to a reporter writing a story on like-minded 
delusional divas. He is amazed at the sheer level 
of her delusion, and from there, the two deal with 
the repercussions of having their lives’ ambitions 
crumble around them. 

The Failures offers a distinct experience by 
traveling to different colleges to bring the show 
to students. The concept of the show lends itself 
to minimal set design that can be easily recreated 
at each venue since the entirety of the show takes 
place backstage of an auditorium. The lighting is 
also minimal but used effectively.  The bright light 

shining from the stage is the perfect imitation of 
the spotlight that blinds performers on stage and 
provides that barrier between them and the judges.

While the acting in general is not very convinc-
ing, the actors have a lot of fun playing the roles 
of ridiculous characters. Jones College freshman 
Mariah Lawhon stands out as Alexa, the delusional 
hopeful. She brims with energy and optimism, and 
though her singing is grating, she is so self-assured 
and likable that we sympathize with her rather 
than engage in the mockery typical of reality show 
audiences. Lovett College sophomore Ian Loya as 
the reporter, David, comes off as wooden and un-
natural, but Wiess College sophomore Marie Chat-
field is gloriously over the top as Alexa’s mother.  At 
times, the blocking is transparent, as if the charac-
ters are moving and speaking simply because they 
have been directed to do so, but the performers are 
nevertheless fun to watch.

The characters themselves seem less like real 
people and more like caricatures created to make 
a point. Alexa’s mother is the cliched, overbearing 
stage mother who exists to illustrate why Alexa has 
gone so long without realizing she cannot sing. Da-
vid comes along to finally shatter Alexa’s delusions, 
but he is not a realistic portrayal of a reporter.  It 
is hard to imagine that any 
respectable reporter would 

be so unprofessional as to break out in laughter at 
Alexa’s ambitions, or to get so emotionally involved 
in her situation. The audience can, however, par-
take in his frustration that no one at the audition 
can bother to tell Alexa that she has failed – not 
even the stressed, overworked producer played by 
Martel junior Julie Eisenberg, the only character 
who might realistically exist in the real world.

For a show that is meant to be silly, there is not 
an issue with the characters being concepts rather 
than people, except that the play is not explored to 
its full potential. The premise of the play hits on in-
triguing and universal questions: Why are there so 
many people in the world who cannot understand 
they simply are not good enough?  What do we 
do when we fail utterly at the only thing we have 
ever wanted to do?  There is a long buildup of Al-
exa’s ambitions of stardom, but she too soon real-
izes that singing is not her forte. The Failures never 
drags, but it is not long enough to unearth the true 
implications of failure.

There is a certain schadenfreude to watching 
horrible singers on American Idol. Sulc’s play is wit-
ty even though the dialogue does not sound natu-
ral. As a whole, though it lacks real depth, The Fail-
ures is enjoyable to watch and certainly does not fail  

to entertain.

The Failures

B
Directed by: Grant Raun
Playing: Tonight at 8 p.m. in Jones 
College Commons, tomorrow at 5 p.m. 
in Martel College Commons
Price: Free admission tonight; $5 
tomorrow, includes dinner
The rundown: The Failures high-
lights the familiar scenario of a sing-
ing contestant rudely confronted 
with the honest truth that she can-
not sing. With caricature personas, 
The Failures explores talent, lack 
thereof and self-discovery.

Martel College senior spotlights failure in her witty play

Maggie Sulc
Thresher Staff

Duncan College’s performance of Spanish 
playwright Fernando Arrabal’s Guernica sends 
its audience somewhere outside of its green col-
lege quad, but where, I am not exactly sure. As 
planes pass over, the sound of bombings echoes 
through the courtyard and off-stage characters 
and random passersby watch the play in the 
center of the quad. I cannot tell whether I am 
meant to see the play as set in bomb-ridden 
Guernica, Spain — the fake rubble in the middle 
of an otherwise safe and clean college; or set 
in the aftermath of almost any large act of vio-
lence. In any case, I appreciated that the short, 
sharp college production directed by Duncan 
senior Philomena Bradford could lead me to ask 
such questions.

Guernica draws from both the 1937 bomb-
ing of the Basque city during the Spanish Civil 
War and Pablo Picasso’s mural of the same 
name. Fanchou (Duncan junior Ben Hirsch) 
tries to talk to his wife Lira (Hanszen College 
senior Nicki Pariseau) and help her escape from 
the rubble of the lavatory in their bombed-out 
house. Fanchou is constantly interrupted by 
characters from Picasso’s mural, including a 
sadistic officer (Bradford), a refugee mother 
(Duncan freshman MiJin Han), her scared child 
(Duncan freshman Chloe Vuang), a writer and 
a novelist surveying the historic moment (Dun-
can freshman Jack Williams and Martel College 
junior Ellise Brooks) and the sirens and chaos of 
each new round of bombings.

Overall, each actor gives a solid perfor-
mance. Pariseau’s voice strongly rings out 
across the quad and creates the image of a 
whining, whimpering old wife even though 
she remains hidden behind a shack of rubble 
throughout the entirety of the play. Hirsch’s ev-
ery shuffling step in ratty bath slippers speaks 
of an older man even though his face and clear 
voice seem to hint at the younger demeanor of 
the actor underneath.

Though he totters through the rubble and 
stumbles backaward when the officer prowls 
too close, Fanchou neither shivers at the bombs 
floating overhead nor seems to care when his 
wife’s cries intensify as she is buried deeper by 
the falling stones. Is he really the war hero that 

the writer and journalist catalogue and immor-
talize? Or has he become one with the violence 
all around him, bickering with Lira as if they 
cannot be touched by the next round of bombs? 

Though some of the other characters, such 
as the mother and daughter, merely dash across 
the stage in fear, their quick entrances contrast 
Fanchou’s nonchalance. The victims of Guer-
nica are not purely brave and courageous; they 
are not above squabbling over trite day-to-day 
events in the midst of a civil war.

One of this show’s best assets is its use of 
space. Duncan already has lighting and a pave-
ment area marked out for a stage in the center 
of its courtyard. With rubble stacked up in piles 
and built up into a small shack, the quad is easi-
ly transformed into a war-torn arena. Better yet, 
this open space allows the outside world to con-
tribute and comment on the action occurring 
within the play’s written text. When a South-
west Airlines plane flies over just as the next 
round of bombing noises begins, it seems as if 

Duncan senior Ryan Artecona had planned it 
into his sound design. Every so often, the pres-
ence of Duncan students watching the show as 
they wait for the elevator draws me away from 
the action and reminds me that I, too, am an ob-
server, spying in on these moments. 

This open area also means that although the 
smaller roles are not on stage, their every move-
ment still contributes to the main action. Vuang 
is still an innocent little girl when she sits off-
stage, swinging her legs underneath her chair. 
And the officer, menacing like a creepy clown, 
scares the audience just as much when she 
walks behind the seats as when she leers and 
prods at Fanchou on stage. Every movement 
both draws the audience out and points it back 
to the play. 

What Bradford and the Duncan college 
theater creates is not purely Guernica, Spain, 
or even Picasso’s painting, but something cre-
ated by the perceptions of every cast member  
and passerby. 

Guernica

A
Directed by: Philomena Bradford
The rundown: Guernica is influenced 
by the 1937 civil war bombings of the 
Spanish town and Pablo Picasso’s 
famous eponymous painting. The 
outdoor setting engages with the audi-
ence to at once estrange it from the 
play and include it in the civil war.

Guernica grapples with questions of violence and war

courtesy luis Duno-gottberg
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Rice University students, when considered 
in totality, are not well-dressed. We wish we had 
a dollar for every time someone walked past in 
running shorts – two if they were also wearing 
a free T-shirt from some RPC event. The typical 
Rice student is busy with so many commitments 
that perhaps wardrobe choices, when consid-
ered at all, are made hastily. Oftentimes, these 
wardrobe choices are made out of sheer neces-
sity to throw something on other than pajamas.

 It is the opinion of Fashion Gaze that hasty, 
ill-made apparel choices need not be the case 
and that anybody can be well-dressed. This 
weekly column will feature easy ways to inte-
grate some style into your closet without taking 
too much time away from your organic chemis-
try problem sets or too much money out of your 
late-night Domino’s Pizza fund.

For this first Fashion Gaze, we thought we 
should discuss something of greatest impor-
tance and generality style-wise: knowing how to 
dress appropriately for a given occasion. Look-
ing good comes down to knowing what ward-
robe choices are acceptable in a particular set-
ting. The person wearing a sensible black dress 
and heels is not the one who sticks out at the 
Shepherd School performance – it is the student 
who showed up in cutoff shorts and a crop-top.

The most relevant setting to discuss on a uni-
versity campus is the classroom, as all of us are 
at least supposed to be in one at some point each 
week. The classroom demands a certain amount 
of professionalism from us as students and our 
style should reflect that. We are not saying you 
should go out and buy a new wardrobe consist-
ing entirely of pantsuits to wear to your 10 a.m. 
class. But, whether intentionally or not, your 
wardrobe communicates something about you 
personally and, more to the point, academically.

Let us talk about what not to wear to class. 
It is never acceptable to be in the presence of 
someone who holds a doctorate while wearing 
pajamas. That is not a thing. Your professors 
at Rice are professionals who have all made it 
in their fields, and though they may not (and 
probably will not) comment on your sitting in 
the front row of their lecture in your favorite PJs 
(you know, the ones that say “PINK” right across 
your rear), they will notice it. Wearing pajamas 
to class communicates contempt both for your 
professors’ time and for the subject they teach. 
Why not take the extra 30 seconds to put on a 
pair of real pants rather than just rolling out of 
bed and plopping down in your seat for class?

Now for the running shorts. We are com-
pletely baffled by the insatiable need some Rice 
students apparently have to be workout ready 
at any moment throughout their day. Are you 
guys hitting the recreation center during those 
10-minute windows between classes? We feel 
the answer is no, given the average physique 
about campus. What we are getting at is that un-
less you are going for a workout, are currently 
working out or are returning from a workout, 
you should not be wearing exercise clothes. 
While choosing to do so is not as disrespectful 
as walking around in pajamas, exercise attire is 
purposed attire and is therefore inappropriate in 
the classroom.

We believe it is our duty as students in one 
of the nation’s top schools to look the part. We 
have the potential to achieve the unimaginable, 
which can only get a little easier once we under-
stand what to wear and where to wear it.

Fashion Gaze is a column written by Wiess 
College juniors Luis de las Cuevas and Ian Kretz. 
The purpose of Fashion Gaze is to improve the  
social norms of style on campus.

Fashion Gaze
Leave the pajamas and  
running shorts out of class

Luis de las Cuevas and Ian Kretz

by Allie Schaich 
and Farrah Madanay

Rice University has that well-known curse 
that students either find a partner during Orienta-
tion Week and date him or her until marriage or 
constantly hook up with random people at par-
ties and never settle. This curse is an exaggera-
tion, of course, but the Rice social culture seems 
to have no semblance of a third realm in this di-
chotomy of committed couples and hook-ups. 
What if you are not keen on the random hook-
up, but also do not care to spend the rest of your 
life with the next person you date? The answer:  
casual dating.

The reason for this column is two-fold: First, to 
demonstrate that casual dating is OK and a great 
way to meet new people, and second, to highlight 
the entertainment scene outside of Rice campus 
that offers countless date-night options.

We define casual dating as asking out and 
spending time with someone you find attractive 
– whether for humor, looks, brains or style. This 
casual date may result in a consecutive date if you 
are both interested, or it may result in a new ac-
quaintance and a story to tell your friends. Most 
importantly, for the casual date to be successful, 
both daters must steer clear of any post-date ex-
pectations or awkwardness.

Our second aim is to present alternatives to 
the typical weekend night of donning a question-
able outfit, drinking suspect punch and grinding 
at a public party. It is difficult to learn as much 
as someone’s first name, let alone anything 

else about them, when both of you are inebri-
ated and screaming to be heard while dancing to  
“Gangnam Style.” 

As Forbes’ coolest city in America, Houston, 
unsurprisingly, is a hotbed of eateries, concert 
venues, live performance theaters, museums and 
parks with free entertainment. With so many at-
tractions, Houston could be labeled one of the 
best date cities in the U.S. as well. And when it 
comes to casual first dates, the nature of the date 
itself can serve as a talking point to help ease any 
initial feelings of anxiety.

For our first date, we decided to break the an-
tiquated social norm by asking a couple of chaps 
to accompany us on an adventure 20 minutes east 
of Rice to the Melody Club for “Swingin’ Fridays.” 
Our friends jumped onto our casual dating band-
wagon so that by the time Friday rolled around, 
our double date had expanded into a group of 
seven pairs. 

We pulled into the parking lot of the Melody 
Club, alongside a fenced-in electrical plant. De-
terred by neither the industrial location nor the 
eerily flickering, neon Melody Club sign, our 
group giddily emerged from our cars to peer into 
the club. Having arrived midway through the 8 
p.m. beginners’ class, we decided to pay the $5 
entrance fee and wait anxiously in the back of the 
hall for the 9 p.m. social dance hour. Tripping over 
each others’ feet as we attempted to emulate the 
shuffles and twirls of the elderly couples in the 
class, the manager approached us and offered to 
teach us a few basic steps for free, with the help 
of his dance instructor. Our instructor, Amanda, 

a recently relocated Australian expatriate, chuck-
led as we side-passed and sugar-pushed our way 
to a basic understanding of the steps of West  
Coast swing.

As the regulars filed into the dance hall, jiv-
ing to both contemporary pop and 1960s favor-
ites, our group practiced our moves on the mar-
gins of the dance floor. Not only were we clearly 
less experienced, but we were also younger by a  
couple generations. 

The overhead lights dimmed, and strings of 
blue and red Christmas lights draped down from 
the ceiling. A projector replaying video clips of 
champion swing dance routines from the 1980s 
set the backdrop to confident balding men leading 
women in cheetah print and fringe dresses across 
the parquet wood floor. As the crowd loosened up 
(there was also a minibar), we internalized our 
six-beat counts, attempted whips and underarm 
passes and nervously asked some of the regulars 
to dance. By the end of the night, our group had 
caught the dancing bug: We alternated between 
dance partners, learned advanced moves like the 
basket whip and chugged bottles of water to keep 
up with the youthful senior crowd.

As we highlight the best of our casual dating 
adventures, we encourage others to get to know 
their peers within the hedges by exploring events 
beyond them.

Casual Dating is a column written by Wiess Col-
lege sophomore Allie Schaich and Duncan College 
senior Farrah Madanay. The aim of Casual Dating 
is to encourage a laid-back dating culture at Rice.

Casual Dating: Swing at Melody Club
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This Week in Entertainment
by Louis Lesser
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Music from Another Dimension! (Aerosmith) – The return 
of the best-selling American rock band of all time also marks the 
band’s first collection of all-original tracks since 2001’s Just Push 
Play, the longest gap between new releases from the group, and is 
a collection of new recordings reportedly dating back to 2006. The 
effort includes singles such as “Legendary Child” and “Lover Alot” 
and is the last album in the band’s recording contract with Columbia 
Records. After a near breakup of the band in late 2009, fans should 
be relieved to see new material from the rock ‘n’ roll legends.

Chasing Mavericks – Based on a true story, this film 
documents the efforts of the late Jay Moriarity (played by 
newcomer Jonny Weston), a surfer with a quest to conquer 
some of North America’s most dangerous waves in Northern 
California. Under the guidance and training of a local legend 
(Gerard Butler, 300), a distinct friendship develops before 
the two men take to the sea to accomplish “the impossible.” 
The film also features Elisabeth Shue (Leaving Las Vegas). 
(PG, 116 min.)

The Campaign  – This summer’s political comedy pitting Will 
Ferrell (Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy) against Zach Gal-
ifianakis (The Hangover) in a duel for a pivotal congressional seat 
is being released for home entertainment fittingly just before the 
national election. The movie features the duo’s brand of nonsen-
sical humor but also ventures into political satire, lampooning the 
influence of corporate money in modern American politics. Bonus 
features include deleted scenes and a digital copy of the film. (R, 85 
min., available on DVD, 2-Disc Extended Edition DVD and Blu-Ray.)

Dreams & Nightmares (Meek Mill) – After years as a mixtape 
artist from West Philadelphia prided on a passionate fan base of 
“dream-chasers,” Meek Mill (real name: Robert Williams) signed 
with fellow MC Rick Ross’ Maybach Music Group in early 2011 and, 
after appearing on the group’s collaborative Self Made series of al-
bums, is finally making his major label debut. Featuring collabora-
tions with John Legend, Nas, label-mate Wale and Houston’s own 
Kirko Bangz, look for Meek to add to 2012’s growing legacy for 
young hip-hop artists.

Cloud Atlas – The directorial return of the Wachowski sib-
lings (The Matrix Trilogy) adapts the 2004 science fiction novel of 
the same name by David Mitchell. This is one of the most expensive 
independent films of all time, with a reported budget of $100 mil-
lion. A story of human interaction, the film is notable for its use of a 
few actors to play multiple roles, including Academy Award winners 
Tom Hanks (Forest Gump) and Halle Berry (Monster’s Ball). The film 
received a 10-minute standing ovation at the Toronto International 
Film Festival, but not all critical reception has been kind. (R, 172 min.)

The Panther (Nelson DeMille) – The sixth entry in the 
popular John Corey novels, this new entry follows the anti-
terrorist task force member and his wife while posted in Ye-
men, where they track down a high-ranking al-Qaida opera-
tive known as “The Panther.” Early reception has indicated 
that the book lives up to the bar set by its predecessors in 
terms of fast-paced action and suspense while maintaining 
a wry sense of humor and is a worthy read for any fan of 
adventure fiction.
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by Molly Chiu
Local Editor

Most students have to take basic science 
courses like chemistry, biology and physics in high 
school, but one Rice group is trying to bridge the 
gap between these classes and their real-life ap-
plications. Rice Empower, now in its third year, is 
working to teach students in Houston-area schools 
about careers in the sciences.

According to Rice Empower President Trent 
Navran, the organization has three main initia-
tives: training Rice students to be leaders in sci-
ence, educating K-12 students about science while 
inspiring them to pursue careers in the sciences 
and encouraging dialogues about science in the 
Houston community.

All Rice students who participate in the pro-
gram are trained in leadership workshops in col-
laboration with Leadership Rice. Members addi-
tionally work with the Civic Scientist Program at 
the Baker Institute for Public Policy. The program 
tries to cultivate knowledge about and interest in 
science, according to Navran.

“A civic scientist is someone willing to step be-
yond the lab to communicate about science and 
increase an interest in STEM,” Navran, a McMurtry 
College sophomore, said.

Once equipped with skills in scientific leader-
ship, members participate in school dialogues at 
K-12 schools. Thus far, Rice Empower has worked 
with nearly 1,500 students at Houston-area 
schools. The dialogues consist of a panel session 
with civic scientists from a variety of fields and 
workplaces including Rice, the Texas Medical Cen-
ter and the oil industry, according to Navran.

After the panel discussion, the students get a 
chance to apply their scientific knowledge by par-
ticipating in hands-on science activities, such as 
launching bottle rockets and building solar cells, 
Navran said.

Rice Empower Faculty Sponsor Renata Ramos 
said she thinks the program helps kids see what 
scientists and engineers actually do.

 “A lot of times, you’re in high school, and 
you’re doing fundamentals of these subjects, and 
they seem kind of boring,” Ramos, a lecturer in 
bioengineering, said. “Bringing people in who are 
in science and math [as careers] will get them ex-
cited about the topic. [Students] can see that the 
careers are interesting and that this is a fun option 
that they might not have considered before.”

Rice Empower Chief of Staff Gabrien Clark said 
he was inspired by a recent dialogue in which Rice 
University professor of computational and applied 

mathematics Steve Cox stepped down from the 
table and spoke directly to the students on a more 
informal basis.

“The students were able to more comfortably 
relate to him,” Clark said. “He opened up and 
shared not only his successes, but also his failures 
and how he was able to persevere. It’s a model we 
want to follow for future dialogues.”

Clark, a Hanszen College junior, is in charge of 
organizing the school dialogues. He said that in 
addition to teaching students about science, Rice 
Empower members also serve as informal mentors 
to students. 

“It’s an excellent opportunity to talk to the stu-
dents and share your experience beyond science,” 
Clark said.

Navran said he found opportunities to talk to 
students about college.

“We can talk about college applications, the 
SATs or how to get into Rice,” Navran said. “I really 
encourage people who might not otherwise apply 
to college to consider applying.”

After visiting a school, Navran said the pro-
gram offers the school the Empower Challenge, 
which encourages teachers and students at the 
school to pass down what they learned to the stu-
dents in the grades below them.

“You get most excited about something when 
you’re sharing it with someone else,” Navran said.

According to Navran, the program is seeing 
positive results.

“We did a survey of the approximately 1,200 
students reached in our first two years, and over 
90 percent said that they are more interested in a 
career in science,” Navran said.

Rice Empower is working with Houston Inde-
pendent School District to find ways to expand the 
program to more schools. Additionally, the organi-
zation informally collaborates with Rice graduates 
working with Teach For America to find schools, 
according to Navran.

On campus, Rice Empower members are 
helping out with events like the Sally Ride Sci-
ence Festival, which takes place on Oct. 27. Hun-
dreds of fifth- to eighth-grade girls will come to 
Rice to participate in workshops and listen to 
talks designed to pique their interest in science 
and math, according to Navran.

In addition to educating students about sci-
ence, Rice Empower also works to engage the 
community in scientific discussion through 
community dialogues.

“We want to bring science to the working-
age public and show them how science is rele-
vant to their lives,” Navran said. “When people 

vote for the next president, who they’re voting 
for will influence scientific development.”

One such community dialogue entitled 
“The Future of Science in America” will take 
place Monday, Oct. 29 at the Baker Institute. 
The discussion will compare the scientific poli-
cies of President Barack Obama and Governor 
Mitt Romney.

“Such a dialogue is extremely important for 
communicating the fact that science policy di-
rectly influences our abilities to confront global 

challenges, advance scientific understanding 
and innovate technologies,” Navran said.

The founder of Rice Empower, Kareem Ayoub 
(Lovett ’12), is working to take the Empower model 
to other universities. His nonprofit organization 
World STEM Works has started around 10 Empow-
er chapters across the country. Navran said Em-
power’s potential for broader impact excites him.

“I look forward to having Rice be the chapter 
that continues to innovate and be the example for 
other chapters,” Navran said.
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Rice Empower inspires students to pursue STEM

Charity seeks prize money to build homes for veterans
by Joey Capparella

Thresher StaFF

A Houston organization that rebuilds homes 
is giving students the chance to finally use their 
Facebook account for good.

Rebuilding Together Houston is an organi-
zation founded in 1992 that aims to rehabilitate 
the homes of low-income, elderly, disabled and 
veteran homeowners. According to Director of 
Development and Communication for Rebuild-
ing Together Houston Jennifer Touchet, the 
organization needs your vote to win the Home 
Depot Foundation’s Aprons in Action competi-
tion for October.

The competition awards $25,000 each month to 
the veteran-focused nonprofit that wins the most 
votes through a Facebook competition, according 
to the Aprons in Action website. As of Wednesday 
evening, Rebuilding Together Houston is in sec-
ond place among four nonprofits for the month of 
October with approximately 3,500 votes, behind 
the Michigan Veteran’s Foundation’s 6,220.

Touchet said she hopes a big push to vote 
over the next week will help Rebuilding Togeth-
er Houston win before the competition closes on 
Oct. 31.

“If we could get one big hit, I think we could 
win,” Touchet said. “Last month’s winner got 
39,000 votes, and 15,000 of them came in the last 
weekend.”

According to Touchet, Rebuilding Together 
Houston, which operates on volunteer labor, could 
purchase materials for around 25 to 30 homes with 
the $25,000 prize. 

Touchet also said winning would enter Re-
building Together Houston into a larger competi-
tion, where the stakes are much higher.

“Each month’s winner gets entered into an-
other competition in May where the grand prize 
is $250,000, second place gets $150,000 and third 
place gets $100,000,” Touchet said.

Touchet said Rebuilding Together Houston has 
had a long partnership with Home Depot.

“[Home Depot is] our community partner here 
in Houston,” Touchet said. “We have gotten mate-
rials from them for a while, and around a year and 
a half ago, local Home Depot employees began 
volunteering for us.”

Baker College sophomore Molly Jones said she 
agrees with the cause and that she has volunteered 
to help veterans before.

“I volunteered with an organization in my 
hometown that raised money to fly Veterans to 
Washington D.C. to see the World War II Memo-
rial,” Jones said. “They go through a lot for us, 
and government assistance for veterans is actually 
pretty bad. For the mental and emotional stress 
they go through, they are sadly unrepresented.”

Touchet said this competition reinforces the 
importance of Rebuilding Together Houston’s 
cause, especially in the year of the organization’s 
30th anniversary. 

“We are helping keep homeowners in their 
homes,” Touchet said. “They love their homes 
and they want to stay in their homes, but they are 
financially and physically unable to keep up with 
their homes.”

To vote for Rebuilding Together Houston, visit 
apronsinaction.homedepotfoundation.org.

Syed Zafar of ExxonMobil speaks to Deer Park High School students about pursuing careers in 
STEM at Rice Empower’s first school dialogue of the year.

Deer Park High School students work with Rice students to make homemade ice 
cream as part of one of the Rice Empower educational modules about chemistry.
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fRIDAy 26

This sudoku was created by sudokupuzzler.com.
It is rated spicy difficulty.

The solution will be posted on Twitter at twitter.com/threshercal.
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SUNDAy 28

MONDAy 29

tUESDAy 30

WEDNESDAy 31

tHURSDAy 1
What is love?

This evening the Department of 
Philosophy presents Simon Keller’s 
lecture “Is Love a Mistake?” Ro-
mantic revelations will ensue. The 
talk will be held in Rayzor Hall 
Room 123 from 4-6 p.m. This event 
is free and open to all students. 

SUDOkU

This sudoku was created by sudokupuzzler.com.
It is rated spicy difficulty.

The solution will be posted on Twitter at twitter.com/threshercal.

Getting groovy
Do you ever feel you were born in 
the wrong era? Do you long for the 
days of the swinging ’60s when it 
would have been possible to watch 
Jimi Hendrix perform at Woodstock 
or The Beatles debut on The Ed 
Sullivan Show? Unfortunately, the 
technology for time travel hasn’t 
quite been worked out yet, but you 
are invited to take a psychedelic 
trip down memory lane with Miller 
Outdoor Theatre’s “This is the ’60s: 
A Live Multimedia Musical Experi-
ence.” Combining a live concert 
with film, computer-generated im-
agery, dance and stage design, this 
show was conceived as a sort of liv-
ing documentary of the soundtrack 
that shaped and was shaped by one 
of the most influential decades in 
American history. “This is the ’60s” 
will be held at Miller Outdoor The-
atre this evening starting at 7:30 
p.m. Admission is free and open to 
the public. 

The naked truth 
Let’s face it, we anticipate the hilar-
ious tales of awkward experiences 
in the aftermath of Night of Deca-
dence as much as we anticipate 
NOD itself. Tonight, Kinda Sketchy, 
in support of the Women’s Resource 
Center’s “Consent is Sexy Week,” 
presents “NOD Appropriate: Kinda 
Sketchy gets Kinda Sexy.” So come 
to Farnsworth Pavilion at 8 p.m. to 
watch some situational comedy and 
laugh off your jitters about your im-
pending night of scant clothing. 
This event is free and open to all 
students.  

Ambulatory acting
If you missed last weekend’s per-
formances of the Rice Players’ pro-
duction of Martel College senior 
Maggie Sulc’s one-act The Failures, 
then be sure to head out to one of 
the final performances this week-
end. This traveling production has 
been making rounds at many of 
the residential colleges, so chances 
are, it’s coming to a commons near 
you this weekend. The plot centers 
on the interaction between a con-
testant on a singing show who has 
horribly botched her audition then 
meets a reporter backstage, and 
the interview goes anything but 
as planned. This evening’s perfor-
mance will be held at Jones College 
at 6 p.m., and tomorrow evening’s 
performance will be held at Martel 
at 5 p.m. Worried about making it 
to dinner off-campus, The Failures 
and Night of Decandence? The Fail-
ures has you covered; tomorrow 
evening’s performance will feature 
a free dinner at 4 p.m. for all those 
attending. Admission is “pay what 
you can” for tonight’s performance 
and $5 for tomorrow. For more in-
formation visit facebook.com/event
s/433450160025454/?fref=ts.

ArBOOretum
Does college life and its constant 
reminder that you are nearing what 
society might call a “grown up” 
have you feeling nostalgic for the 
fall carnivals and trick-or-treating 
of your youth? Then you’re in luck: 
children of all ages are invited to 
the Houston Arboretum and Na-

ture Center’s “ArBOOretum” event. 
Don your finest (and most fami-
ly-friendly) Halloween costume 
and head out with other boys and 
ghouls to haunt the fall foliage of 
the arboretum. You’ll be able to sat-
isfy your sweet tooth on the forest 
trick-or-treat trail and take part in 
much-loved fall festival activities 
like cake walks, pumpkin decorat-
ing and a petting zoo. ArBOOretum 
will be held from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
today. General admission, which 
includes all activities, is $15, and 
member admission is free. For more 
information and to purchase tick-
ets, visit houstonarboretum.org. 

“Creepy” crawlers 
If you’re in the mood for a more 
adult rendition of trick-or-treating 
(and you’re of age), then you might 
want to consider heading out to the 
sixth-annual Montrose Crawl. Come 
hang out with fellow spirits while 
sipping on spirits on a “trick-or-
treat trail” at 11 of Houston’s favor-
ite haunts this evening. A portion 
of all drink sales during the crawl 
will be donated to the Houston Area 
Women’s Center. There is actually 
no strict order to the crawl stops, 
and stop times will overlap because 
no one location is large enough to 
hold all of Houston’s creepy crawl-
ers, so please visit montrosecrawl.
com for a full list of all of the bars 
and restaurants hosting this eve-
ning. The crawl officially lasts from 
6 p.m. to midnight and is open to all 
those 21 and up.

I’m too sexy for my... 
Bertrand Blier’s 1989 film Too 
Beautiful for You (Trop belle pour 
toi) follows the trials and isolation 
of a beautiful woman. Living under 
the constant awareness that people 
resent her for her beauty, the wife 
of a successful car salesman finds 
her husband has been carrying on 
a torrid affair with his much plain-
er secretary. Catch a screening of 
this lauded film in the Museum of 
Fine Arts’ Lower Law Building from 
5-6:30 p.m. this evening. Tickets are 
$7 for general admittance and $6 
for students with ID, members and 
senior adults. For more information 
and to purchase tickets in advance, 
visit mfah.org/films.

The end is nigh
The end of the world is a mere 54 
days away, at least according to 
the Mayan Apocalypse prophecy, 
so you’ll want to head out to the 
Houston Museum of Natural His-
tory’s newest exhibit “Maya 2012: 
Prophecy Becomes History” be-
fore your days are any more num-
bered. This exhibit will provide 
you with enough evidence of this 
ancient civilization’s superior sci-
entific intellect that you may be-
gin second-guessing what exactly 
will happen on Dec. 21, 2012. These 
were the people who domesticated 
corn, performed monumental feats 
of architecture and developed an 
astronomy system long before the 
more-lauded civilizations of the 
Mediterranean. Will the world end? 
Study the uncovering of a second 
Mayan inscription predicting the 
apocalypse, analyze murals depict-
ing the rigorous calendrical compu-
tations of a Mayan scribe and judge 
for yourself about how many days 
you have left. The exhibit runs from 
Oct. 26, 2012 through March 31, 2013 
at the Houston Museum of Natural 

History. Exhibit hours are 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. every Monday and Wednes-
day-Sunday. Tickets for this special 
exhibit are $20 for students.

Secret screening 
This fall, the Spanish Resource Cen-
ter and the Department of Hispanic 
Studies presents the “Spain and the 
Academy Awards (1) Film Series,” 
celebrating recent and critically 
acclaimed films from Spain. This 
evening’s film, the second in this 
series, is the 1998 Academy Award 
nominee for Best Foreign Language 
film, Secrets of the Heart. This 
mystery follows two brothers who 
visit a mountain village while on 
holiday. While staying in a house, 
the younger brother becomes con-
sumed with interest about the se-
crets lying beyond a locked door. 
What will happen when the child’s 
curiosity is sated? The screening 
will be held in Sewall Hall Room 
303 from 7-8:45 p.m. tonight. The 
film is open to all students.

Terror trek
It may not be All Hallow’s Eve quite 
yet, but that doesn’t mean you 
can’t start getting spooked a bit 
early this year. If you find yourself 
in need of some adrenaline to get 
through this evening’s homework, 
then take a break to seek out the 
things that go bump in the night. 
If you dare, make your way over to 

Memorial Park’s Tennis Center at 
7 p.m. this evening to join Bayou 
City Outdoors in its sixth-annual 
“Haunted Hike.” Bug spray, a flash-
light and a group of friends will be 
your only defenses against what’s 
lurking around Memorial Park this 
evening. Costumes are optional but 
appreciated. Admission is free and 
open to all. For more information, 
visit bayoucityoutdoors.com.

Mother may I
Halloween just wouldn’t be com-
plete without watching a horror 
movie – and what could be more 
appropriate than watching the hor-
ror film that shaped the structure of 
the modern horror genre? Tonight, 
Miller Outdoor Theatre will host 
a screening of Alfred Hitchcock’s 
infamous 1960 horror-thriller, Psy-
cho. After watching the protago-
nist’s misadventure at the Bates 
Motel, be prepared to feel very wary 
the next time you take a shower … 
or hear violins. The show will run 
from 8-9:45 p.m. Admittance is free 
and open to all who dare.
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Wanted
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and Ener-
getic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate is $20 
to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  We provide 
all training, all training is paid, and we pay for 
travel.  Email your resume to rice-jobs@test-
masters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact  832-
428-8330  and email resume to  siyengar777@
gmail.com

Elite Private Tutors, a Houston-based Rice 
Alumni’s company, hiring tutors in ALL sub-
jects.  Flexible schedule, hip team culture, FREE 
HOME-COOKED INDIAN FOOD every month, 
CAREER MENTORSHIP with Rice Alumni, and 
HIGH PAY PER HOUR!  You must own/have ac-
cess to a car, passion for working with students, 
and interested in helping them drive great 
grades.  If you are available only in December 
in Houston, please apply too!  Email us at elite-
privatetutors@Yahoo.com if you are interested 
ASAP. Local stars helping rising stars!

Experienced Calculus Tutor for high school 
student. Generally, one time during the week 
and Saturdays. Hours very from 1-2 hrs each ses-
sion; more sessions during major tests and or 

finals.  Tutoring location:  near Town and Coun-
try and Beltway 8. Please do not respond if you 
have no tutoring experience.Please respond by 
emailing jmkdpkbak56@aol.com  Thanks!

Algebra II and Chemistry tutor needed for lo-
cal high school student.  Live very close to Rice. 
Email ljaaronson@gmail.com with “Rice tutor” 
in subject line.

Abejas Boutique on Kirby seeks part time sales 
gurus for the Holiday season and possibly lon-
ger.  Our ideal team member has: retail experi-
ence, a positive attitude, an eye for styling and 
fashion, excellent interpersonal skills.  Please 
email your resume to: ryan@abejasboutique.
com

WORDORIES:  A Place Where Word Meets Story.  
Vocabulary.  Humorous.  WORDORY.WORD-
PRESS.COM

*** TUTOR WANTED *** We are looking for a 
Rice student to teach math & science subjects 
to our son, an 11th grader at our home. We live 
about a mile from the Rice University at West 
University Place.  If interested, please contact 
the undersigned.  Thanks, Jason Shah, 713-668-
0946, Jus221@hotmail.com

2 AKC registered English Bulldogs for free, if 
interested please contact; ffbenneth@gmail.
com

Bellaire area multidisciplinary psychol-
ogy/psychiatry/educationalgroup seeks expe-
rienced, responsible, dependable, and mature 
individuals to tutor in specific subjects; teach 
study skills, planning and organization; and 
do test prep. Great opportunity in progressive 
group.

Lawyer near campus needs part-time help: 

general clerical, typing, research, writing, er-
rands.  We have had at least five former Rice 
students work in this position that have gone 
on to become attorneys.  Reply to freddietrich@
msn.com.

Varsity Tutors has many students seeking 
smart tutors for math, science, languages, all 
other subjects and test prep. Competitive pay 
and make your own schedule. Only online ap-
plications will be considered.  Please apply at: 
http://www.varsitytutors.com/houston-tutor-
ing-jobs.

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING squared, a pri-
vate tutorial service, needs part-time tutors 
in Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Phsyics, 
Spanish, English, Economics, and Finance. 
Flexible hours. EXCELLENT PAY. No house 
calls. Office located close to campus. 713-
528-7085

Introduction
Night of Decadence (NOD) is Rice University’s premier party. 

Beginning in the 1970s, NOD has functioned as a sexual ritual 
for the campus in which normally asocial students fulfill each 
other’s carnal desires. As preeminent scholar Sara Nydick (1978) 
eloquently put it: “Dicks get wet, and poon gets stuffed” (p. 420). 

While the parties always include risque costumes, they also 
adhere to a theme. While the themes began with literary and 
apocalyptic references, they have recently become more related to 
childhood characters and nostalgia (Figure 1). This trend began in 
1991 with “Seuss is Loose” and has increased at an accelerated rate 
since then. Graphing the number of childhood themes in five-year 
periods, one can see an extreme correlation between year and ju-
venile theme choices. In fact, 80 percent of the themes in the past 
five yeares are related to childhood in some way. This has sparked 
a fierce debate among scholars with competing theories. This pa-
per summarizes the main hypotheses in the field. 

The Childhood Sublimation Approach
It is of no doubt that childhood entertainment has increased 

in its sexuality. There are subliminal messages in Disney movies, 
cartoons filled with double entendres and overt sexual behavior 
in young adult fiction [1]. The current generation of college stu-
dents has consumed an unprecedented amount of sexual media 
its elementary school years. Kyle Denny, from the University of 
Chicago, believes children who are unable to understand or com-
prehend these sexual messages suppress them into the subcon-
scious. The fact that the current college generation may not be 
cognizant of its mental connection of childhood characters with 
sexuality does not make it any less real.  When choosing themes 
for their preeminent sexual ritual, it is only natural to these chil-
dren to revert to this association. In short, NOD themes involve 
the childlike because the childlike has become sexual.  

The Return to Comfort Theory
The literature on Rice University’s student body’s arrested 

and immature development is extensive. It is generally accepted 
that when Rice students become freshmen, instead of becoming 
more mature, they revert to a “middle school mentality coupled 
with alcohol and a lack of adult supervision.” (Owens, 2008) 
Their interpersonal relationships become volatile and seemingly 
arbitrary, while emotional control becomes almost nonexistent. 

As Kentrell Owens put it, “Rice might have a very small theater 
program, but every student becomes proficient in drama”  (2008). 
Owens uses the vernacular definition of the word “drama,” refer-
ring to social upheavals [2]. Sexuality is naturally the epicenter 
of these disruptions and causes an inordinate amount of mental 
anguish for Rice students.

The so-called “return to comfort” theory posits that students’ 
anxiety toward sex and interpersonal relationships encourages a 
flight to the familiar and safe. Therefore, when confronted with 
NOD, an event filled with what Owens calls “drama,” they choose 
childhood symbols in an attempt to assuage their anxieties. Rice 
students face great risks by dressing down to their lingerie and 
promissory engaging in sexual activity, but doing so in the cos-
tumes of childhood heroes such as Harry Potter or Mario some-
how makes them feel better about doing it. 
 
The Garney and Garney Hypothesis

Psychologist team and cousins Monica and Claire Garney, 
from George Mason University, hypothesize a historical explana-
tion for the shift in NOD themes. The two feel that while previ-
ous themes focused on clever references to literature and current 
events, modern themes are just focused on puns. 

According to the hypothesis, Rice students simply do not have 
the intellectual girth for creative intercourse anymore. Unable to 
achieve the stimulation necessary to erect clever ideas, they are 
forced to rub out crass, unimaginative and blatant innuendos for 
quick but unsatisfying gratification [3].  
 
Conclusion

While there exists no clear reason why NOD themes have be-
come increasingly childlike, it is obvious the phenomenon exists 
and is not going anywhere. Further study of NOD will be required 
to reconcile these theories and answer other questions such as 
why anyone with an IQ above 70 would use the term NODbod or 
the health effects of the party on the Wiess College Commons. 

 1. For a detailed summary of this phenomenon, please see Facebook 
posts of annoying Internet articles or that one kid in middle school who 
heard about these innuendos from his older brother.
 2. Rice students frequently use this term as well. A common phrase is “I hate 
drama,” as in “I like having sex with my roommate’s boyfriend, but I hate 
drama” or “I am going to gossip about my close friends because I hate drama.” 
 3.  Penis

Night of Nostalgia:

misclass Post your “misclass” 
on the Backpage’s 
facebook wall.

Write your “misclass” 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

Tweet your “misclass” 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass

A summary of psychoanalytical theories 
concerning childhood NOD themes

misclass winners this week:

win The best submissions each week will be 
awarded a free hot food item from The Hoot!

“So the turbulent boundary layer is 
a hot mess. It’s like Britney Spears on 

crack.” –MECH prof

“It couldn’t have been mine. I’m a 
swimmer. I don’t have pubic hair.”

“Has anyone else noticed the lack of 
squirrels/excess of acorns on campus? 

I think President Leebron had all the 
squirrels killed for the Centennial.”  

–Yianni R-Money’s new hit single: “Binders 
fulla women”

We’re gonna recycle the SHIT out of 
this pary- Majo

Failed Chem # YOLO

Shotgunning beers is never a good 
crawl stop. Ever.

“How may I service you tonight?”- 
Julian Nguyen, Hoot employee of life

“Sheep are the next best thing to 
women”- my POLI prof

The Backpage is satire and is written by Alex Weinheimer and Anthony Lauriello.  Email comments and questions to ajw3@rice.edu.
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