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GTFO UTSA
Rice Football wins the Centennial Home-
coming game 34-14 against the University 
of Texas at San Antonio.

Op-Ed                                 p. 3

Vote now! 
The presidents of Rice Conservative Fo-
rum and Rice Young Democrats encour-
age Rice students to vote in this year’s 
elections.

Features                          p. 11

All of the lights
Martel senior and architecture student 
Joshuah Howard kept the spectacle go-
ing for Rice students at Architectronica. 

Cumpleaños Feliz
Founding Director of the Baker Institute 
Edward P. Djerejian celebrates 20 years 
of public policy studies at Rice.   

Local                                        p. 10

OMG vs. the Po-po
Oh My Gogi! claims the Houston Police 
Department is targeting them for alleged 
city ordinance violations.

by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

Chief Justice of the United States 
John G. Roberts Jr. arrived at Tudor 
Fieldhouse on the afternoon of Oct. 
17 in the culmination of Rice’s Cen-
tennial celebration.

Roberts spoke to a crowd of 
approximately 4,750 faculty, staff, 
students, alumni and Houston 
community members and an-
swered selected questions from 
audience members and President 
David Leebron.

Leebron and Roberts have 
known one another for 35 years, 
Roberts said, recalling their days on 
the Harvard Law Review, of which 
Leebron was president and Roberts 
was managing editor.

After an approximately 10-min-
ute speech on Rice’s founding and 
history, Roberts introduced the 
question-and-answer portion of the 
presentation.

In response to the question 
of how students considering law 
should think of their options given 
declining job prospects, Roberts said 
students should think about why 
they want to become a lawyer.

“I think there are a lot of people 
who go to law school because they’re 
not good at math, and can’t think of 
anything else to do,” Roberts said. 
“It’s always a difficult profession, 
particularly these days. You have to 
have a reason.”

Roberts said that people should 
not think of the Supreme Court in 
terms of politics.

“We look at cases in terms of the 
law, not in terms of certain liberal or 
conservative agenda,” Roberts said. 
“There are ways of looking at the 
court that make more sense. Some 
of my colleagues prefer to adhere 
very strongly to the text and statute. 
Others of my colleagues like to look 
more expansively to the legislative 
history, the background of the stat-
ute, its purpose. Some of us think 
it’s very important what the framers 
of the Constitution were thinking 
about. Others take a more flexible 
view. Those [ways of looking at the 
court] make more sense.”

DiXita VisNawath
Thresher StaFF

A group of German artists called 
URBANSCREEN combined their love 
for art and architecture with Rice’s Cen-
tennial weekend’s Spectacle, a large-
scale installation highlighting Rice’s 
history. 

The Spectacle, presented in the 
Academic Quadrangle, attempted to 
showcase Rice’s 100-year history in a 
novel format that would inspire audi-
ences for decades to come, according 

to Thorsten Bauer, creative director of 
URBANSCREEN.

At the very core of URBANSCREEN 
are three permanent members: Bauer, 
Art Director Max Goergen and Manag-
ing Director Manuel Engels. Bauer is an 
architect by trade, Goergen has a back-
ground in theater and Engels special-
izes in music. 

The company was established in 
2005 in Bremen, Germany, with eight 
specialized fields such as architecture, 
music, stage design and media-art, ac-
cording to Goergen. 

This project is URBANSCREEN’s 
debut in the United States, accord-
ing to Engels. In the past, they have 
orchestrated a light show at Sydney 
Opera House to the background of 
a Mozart Symphony, and they put 
on an audiovisual staging of the 
Leopold Museum’s architecture 
during the 10th anniversary of the 
Museums Quartier in Vienna, Aus-
tria, said Goergen. 

Bauer described the spectacle 
as a pictorial representation of the 
story of Rice. 

Kathleen Boyd, Centennial di-
rector and Rice alumna, said she 
worked on the project for approxi-
mately three years. Boyd declined to 
disclose any financial information 
regarding the Spectacle.

“URBANSCREEN came into the 
scene just under a year ago and have 
been working on our project ever 
since,” Boyd said. 

Whiting said that URBANSCREEN 
visited Rice a total of four times for 
student and alumni interviews.

German Spectacle lights up Centennial

0see SPECTACLE, page 9

by Michael He
For The Thresher

Our whole university was in a hot 
dense state, then nearly 12 years ago, 
the Rice Space Institute started, wait. 
Math, science, history, Massimino’s un-
raveling the mysteries, as he just starred 
on The Big Bang (Theory).

Astronaut and Rice Space Institute 
Executive Director Mike Massimino 
found himself among the stars yet 
again as he played himself on The Big 
Bang Theory for the fourth time.

Massimino said the television 
show’s producers first expressed inter-
est by contacting the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration head-
quarters in Washington, D.C., which 
movie and television show assistance.

“The writers wanted to speak 
with an astronaut, to [consult and 
to] ask questions,” Massimino said. 
“They wanted to talk to a guy who’s 
been to Hubble.”

Massimino served aboard Space 
Transportation System 109 and STS 
125, both service missions for the 
Hubble Space Telescope, he said.

“We usually help shows that 
show math and science in a posi-
tive light,” Massimino said. “But we 
don’t help everybody. If the Jersey 
Shore people called, we’d probably 
tell them no.”

After agreeing to help, Mas-
simino said he traveled to the studio 
headquarters in Burbank, Calif. to 
meet with the writers.

Chief Justice 
speaks at Rice

A&E                                            p. 18

Undercover brother
Anthony Lauriello reviews one of the 
Centennial Weekend’s biggest block-
buster releases, Argo. Courtesy ZaCk Marx-kuo

Courtesy Mike MassiMino

Astronaut and Rice Space Institute Executive Director Mike Massimi-
no recently appeared in a cameo role for the fourth time on the hit 
television show The Big Bang Theory.

kay rodrigueZ/thresher

andrew ta/thresher
0see BIG BANG, page 5

0see ROBERTS, 
page 8

DJ Samantha Ronson at Esperanza

Massimino appears on “The Big Bang Theory”

URBANSCREEN, a German group of artists, made their debut in the United States with Rice’s Centennial Spectacle. The group worked with 800 gigabytes of 
data to design the 20-minute sound-and-light show in the Academic Quad. 
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Letter to the Editor
To the editor,

Thank you for publishing Emily Nichol’s op-
ed on the Rice Gallery (“Centennial Gallery art 
a letdown” Oct. 5, 2012). Nichol perfectly stated 
and addressed the questions many of us have 
with the decision to display work not represent-

ing the gallery’s unique voice during the Centen-
nial Celebration. We believe this indicates that 
the distinctive, successful and proven vision of 
Rice Gallery Director Kim Davenport is not being 
given the university support it deserves.

Roberta and Gale Stokes

 

Hats off to SA 
for a fantastic 
job during the 

Centennial
While some aspects of the Centen-

nial Weekend left much to be desired, the 
event as a whole served as a reminder for 
students that the university we attend is a 
unique place with a colorful history and 
a myriad of opportunities that we would 
not have elsewhere.

For undergraduates, the successes of 
Centennial Weekend were for the most 
part thanks to student-led organizations, 
in particular the Student Association and 
Rice Program Council. Without the orga-
nizational work and advocacy of these 
two groups, it has become apparent that 
the administration would not have done 
much to interest students for the week-
end. The number of student-oriented 
events was still limited, but the return of 
Esperanza in an extravagant tent in par-
ticular kept students on campus for what 
was the biggest weekend of the year for 
the entire Rice community.

Overall, the Centennial events were 
well-received. Especially notable were 
events that encouraged mingling with 
alumni, like Willy’s Pub’s Young Alumni 
event and receptions held at the colleges, 
as well as the awe-inspiring Spectacle, a 
unique, aesthetically and technologically 
fascinating way to celebrate Rice’s history. 
In a previous staff editorial (“Centennial 
year holds promising speaker line-up” Aug. 
17, 2012), the Thresher lauded Rice’s line-
up of speakers for the Centennial Lecture 
Series, who lived up to their high expecta-
tions by giving thoughtful, academically  
inclusive talks.

Along with Esperanza, RPC and the SA 
also organized the Student Vision for the 
Second Century Town Hall and the Mr. 
Rice competition. Each of these events 
was able to engage the greater under-
graduate population on different levels – 
some purely fun, some intellectual – and 
contribute to the value of the weekend as 
a whole. Esperanza sold more than 2,000 
of the 2,300 available tickets to under-
graduates and sold out the rest, a sign of 
the party’s incredible success. The SA and 
RPC were able to cooperate on the tim-
ing of Mr. Rice, deciding to hold the event 
during the Centennial Weekend. Inclusive 
events like these were well-attended and 
popular, encouraging the present stu-
dent body’s excitement about Rice and  
Rice’s future.

The administration undeniably 
dropped the ball on planning events for 
students for the Centennial, but the stu-
dents themselves stepped up to correct 
the deficit. In the future, the Thresher 
hopes undergraduate events and events 
that include both alumni and undergrad-
uates can be planned in harmony, rather 
than in competition with each other. It 
is commendable that ultimately the SA, 
RPC and the administration were able 
to work together to throw an absolutely 
memorable weekend with events that 
fostered a sense of community for current 
and former students, faculty and staff, 
and the local public. The administration 
should recognize the benefits of allow-
ing the SA to plan events for the current 
student body and helping to fund those 
events, and the administration should 
keep Rice’s internal community in mind 
when planning future blowout weekends.      

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

thresher-ops@rice.edu
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Online comments of the week
In response to “Increased student body raises 
student-teacher ratio at Rice” (Oct. 5, 2012)

This poorly written article fails to convey 
why a 6:1 faculty ratio matters, either positively 
or negatively. While it seems like there would 
be a general air of discontent in the article, the 
numbers seem to indicate that things are okay. 
For example, “The average class size ... is 21 stu-
dents, while the median is 13,” seems to mean 
that there shouldn’t be a problem.

Why not cover the intricacies of the prob-
lems of a 6:1 ratio, such as: It’s hard to register 
for classes, departments have to spread their 
resources thinner, office hours are packed, etc.? 
Talk about the pains (and gains) of the situa-
tion as experienced by the community, not just 
what they perceive the numerical class sizes to 
be. (That is: Why does that perceived number 
matter? That would be interesting to know.)

The article also talks about tenure, but 
doesn’t tie it in to the rest of the article. I’m left 
having to guess that it’s connected to the hiring 
procedure, but even so, the article fails to actu-
ally explain how it affects the faculty numbers.

Mainly, I just don’t understand the point of 
the article. Like many other Thresher articles, it 
makes us sound like we’re just a bunch of whin-
ing undergraduates who don’t know how good 
we have it.

Anonymous

I find this article to be very misleading in 
terms of which majors have “large” classes. As 
an economics major, picking electives in the 

spring is a challenge because literally all of 
them fill up before the middle-to-late registra-
tion periods. Several classmates of mine who 
are seniors could not get into 400-level electives 
like Health Economics because they reached ca-
pacity. All the university does is hire more fac-
ulty for the engineers without paying attention 
to social science and humanities majors who 
face the same problem, perhaps to a more se-
vere degree.

Anonymous

In response to “Rice unable to recapture Bayou 
Bucket from UH” (Oct. 5, 2012)

Marshall University is not the top team in 
Conference USA, and losing to it at home in his 
sixth season as Rice’s head coach should be em-
barrassing for David Bailiff. This team has made 
literally zero progress over the last six years un-
der his leadership, and it isn’t the fault of the 
players, who are stronger and faster than oth-
ers. Bailiff is a nice face of the program, and he 
clearly gets Rice and celebrates its uniqueness. 
But Rice needs and deserves a coach who both 
gets Rice and gets football. Rice is consistently 
excellent in everything except athletics. If the 
heads of the physics or mechanical engineering 
or political science departments had Bailiff’s 
record, they would have been fired two years 
ago. Rice should not accept bad results, as it 
ultimately reflects poorly on the university as  
a whole.

Anonymous

The speakers

The homecoming game

Alumni visiting

Esperanza

What were you most excited 
about for Centennial weekend?

9%

Total number of responses: 100

Centenni-Ale

No classes
19% 8%

Last Week’s Online Poll Results:

36%
14%

14%
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As presidents of the Rice Conservative Fo-
rum and the Rice Young Democrats, we are 
principally known for our disagreements 
about taxes, economic policy and whether 
Rep. Paul Ryan or Vice President Joe Biden 
would win in gladiatorial combat. However, 
there are also some issues we do agree upon, 
and we feel that these happen to be the  
most important.

The first is that if you are an American citi-
zen above the age of 18, you need to vote. Un-
like taking an organic chemistry test or finding 
a date at Rice, voting is easy. In fact, we have a 
polling station on campus for those registered 
in Houston. For you, voting is as simple get-
ting a cappuccino from Coffeehouse. Likewise, 
non-Houstonians must simply Google their 
respective counties for information on how to 
obtain an absentee ballot. This process is quick 
and painless, as the Rice Memorial Center has 
a fax machine you can use, and your college 
coordinator can point you in the direction of a 
notary. You do not have any excuses. 

Some of you may wonder why you have to 
vote in the first place. Perhaps you do not feel 
that your vote will make a difference or you feel 
you are not a political person. Perhaps you do 
not read the newspaper or the partisan bicker-
ing deeply depresses you. Although your vote 
will not decide the election, votes do add up, 
and each one counts. We only need to consider 
the 2000 election to witness the importance 
of each ballot. Even if your state is Texas or 
California, voting is a way to express your be-
liefs and make your voice heard. We know the 
whole process can seem silly at times, but vot-
ing is a privilege, and not a trivial one. Ameri-
can troops have died to defend this privelege 
and our democracy; civil rights activists have 
similarly endured beatings and dog attacks to 
protect it. It is common to hear that you should 
not complain about our current leaders if 
you did not vote. It is equally critical to real-

ize you should not claim to support our troops 
if you do not participate in the democracy  
they defend.

Furthermore, we ask that you make an in-
formed decision when you vote. This does not 
mean you need to read the entire New York 
Times every day or check Politico constantly. 
However, we do request that you pay atten-
tion to the recent headlines and understand 
the issues. One way to do this is by attending 
our next debate hosted by the Baker Institute 
Student Forum where the topic is simply “Who 
should be the next President of the United 
States: Mitt Romney or Barack Obama?” After a 
dinner of free Vietnamese Banh Mi sandwiches 
at the Baker Institute, eight student debat-
ers will discuss a wide array of policy issues 
central to this election, from jobs to Medicare. 
Students and faculty members are not only 
welcome to attend, but also encouraged to 
submit a question by email (bisf@rice.edu) for 
the moderator to ask. Alternatively, feel free to 
offer a question in person during the debate’s  
question-and-answer session.

We believe this debate will be an illustrative 
and informative event, and we hope you will 
take this opportunity to learn more about the 
candidates and their policies. Most important-
ly, we urge you to vote in this election and help 
celebrate the amazing democracy in which we 
all live. 

      
                           Rahul Rekhi  is a 

senior at Sid Richardson College and 
co-president of Rice Young Democrats.

Anthony Lauriello is a senior at Wiess  
College, the president of the Rice Conservative 

Forum and Backpage editor.

Neeraj Salhotra is a 
senior at Sid Richardson College and 

co-president of Rice Young Democrats.
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As Rice University looks ahead after its 
Centennial Celebration, another organiza-
tion on campus will soon be celebrating as 
well. The James A. Baker III Institute for Pub-
lic Policy will mark 20 years of excellence 
next year. During that time, we have built 
programs in energy and geopolitics, science 
and technology, space policy, health policy, 
public finance, Latin American issues and 
Middle East conflict resolution – all making 
valuable contributions to policy here and 
abroad. In the past two decades, we have 
also been fortunate to host distinguished 
statesmen, scholars and business leaders. 
However, throughout our development, our 
core mission remains to connect Rice, its stu-
dents and the world of ideas on campus to 
the world of action on a global scale.

As we have grown, so has the range of op-
portunities for student engagement and en-
richment at the Baker Institute. We continue 
to provide a forum for visiting policymakers, 
academics and experts to speak with the Rice 
community. Our commitment to education 
inside the classroom has led to an increasing 
number and diversity of courses taught by 
institute fellows. This semester, our fellows 
are teaching courses in policy analysis (POST 
388), economics (ECON 421, 437, 481 and 
516), political science (POLI 420 and 483) 
and history (HIST 291, 352 and 425). In the 
spring, I will again teach a course on United 
States policy in the Middle East (POST 455). 
Also starting next semester, the institute for 
the first time will offer a survey course ex-
amining major national and international is-
sues in a comprehensive framework focused 
on the policy challenges and solutions.

In addition to academic courses and 
events, the Baker Institute sponsors initia-
tives intended to help students gain hands-
on experience with public policy, explore 
future career paths and increase knowledge 
of global issues. Throughout the year, we 
hire Rice students to work part-time with our 
fellows in support of our research activities 
and with our administrative staff to organize 
events and other programs. In the summer, 
we support Rice students completing intern-
ships at government agencies, think tanks or 
nongovernmental organizations in Washing-
ton, D.C. Previous participants have worked 
at the U.S. Department of State, National 
Science Foundation and the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers and presented their research 
and experiences to Baker Institute fellows 
and Rice faculty.

More recently, we have established intern-
ship programs that provide opportunities to 
engage with public policy issues abroad. 
Since 2009, the Baker Institute has partnered 
with the French Institute of International Re-
lations (IFRI) and Leadership Rice to send a 

small group of students to Paris and Brussels 
to study policy and participate in a mentor-
ship program. Since 2011, the Baker Insti-
tute Space Policy Program has sponsored 
engineering and science students from Rice 
and other universities on a two-week trip to 
Russia to further international communica-
tion and collaboration for a new generation 
of space scientists. For those students inter-
ested in public diplomacy, global policymak-
ing or the Middle East, a joint Baker Institute 
and Qatar Foundation colloquium offers a 
chance to visit the region and participate in 
dialogues with local students. The applica-
tion deadline for the 2012-13 Public Diploma-
cy and Global Policymaking program is next 
Friday, Oct. 26.

A primary avenue for student engagement 
at the Baker Institute is the Baker Institute 
Student Forum. Open to both graduate and 
undergraduate students, this student-led 
group began in 2002 and has grown increas-
ingly active, holding programs and events 
intended to promote awareness of public 
policy and bringing in speakers such as New 
York Times columnist Thomas Friedman and 
former U.S. Secretary of the Treasury Henry 
Paulson. The student forum also plays a 
valuable role connecting Baker Institute fel-
lows with students and holds weekly meet-
ings every Wednesday. The student debates 
sponsored by the forum have become a high 
point in the institute’s calendar. The debate 
this fall, scheduled for next Tuesday, Oct. 23, 
will cover the 2012 presidential election.

We hope students will take advantage of 
the many opportunities for involvement at 
the Baker Institute by attending our speaker 
events, taking a policy course with our fel-
lows, applying for an internship in Washing-
ton, D.C. or beyond, or by joining the Baker 
Institute Student Forum. Complete informa-
tion about all our events and programs for 
students can be found on our website (www.
bakerinstitute.org). You can also follow me 
on twitter @EdwardDjerejian. As Rice begins 
its journey of excellence into its second cen-
tury, the Baker Institute will continue to lend 
a meaningful voice to national and interna-
tional policy issues. We hope the paths of all 
students at Rice bring them to stop by the in-
stitute, listen and add their own voices to the 
ongoing public policy discussion.

    
                Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian is a 

founding director of the  
Baker Institute for Public Policy.

Get informed and cast your voteBaker Institute here for students 

Edward P. Djerejian

Rahul Rekhi, Anthony Lauriello and 
Neeraj Salhotra

...throughout our develop-
ment, our core mission 
remains to connect Rice, 
its students and the world 
of ideas on campus to the 
world of action on a  
global scale.

Party Patrol

Hanszen’s Boudoir

Rating Categories
Thresher 

Staff
Opinion

PRIVATE PARTIES B+

INTANGIBLES
Perceived security, alcohol safety, accesibil-

ity, anything else that affected the night
B-

A-

A-

A-

Student
 Body* 

Opinion

B+

A-

B

A-

B+

ATMOSPHERE
Theme, costume participation, decor

OVERALL GRADE

MUSIC/DANCING
People getting freaky?

“What happened to the pillows?”

“The lights were amazing and the strip-
per pole provided several epic mo-
ments!”

“The commons seemed pretty empty 
halfway through the party, even with 
about half of it blocked off.  Hanszen 

needs to stick with their theme, instead 
of trying to blur the line between Boudoir 
and NOD.  This party was noticeably bet-
ter in 2010 and 2011 than it was in 2012.  
As far as security (or lack thereof), no 
one even checked my ID when I first got 
a beer at the public.  They did when I got 
another one a while later, presumably 
having been yelled at by RUPD.”

*Based on a poll of 105 undergraduate students

Attend the debate on Oct. 23, hosted by 
the Baker Institute Student Forum. Dinner 
is in the Dore Commons of the Baker Insti-
tute from 5:30 - 6:15 p.m. and the debate 
goes from 6:15 - 7:45 p.m.

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION
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The National Debt

Why Obama’s plans 
will win out in the 
long haul

How Romney can 
get us out of the 

deep end

Neeraj Salhotra
For the Thresher

The single greatest challenge to the U.S.’s long-term security and prosperity is its 
national debt. Debt levels approaching 70% of GDP are simply unsustainable, and 
the nation must develop a plan to reduce them. While both candidates offer plans 
for reducing the debt and deficit, only President Obama’s plan is mathematically 
possible, politically feasible, and economically viable.  

Before explaining President Obama’s and Governor Romney’s plans, it is impor-
tant to understand how we got into the current situation. Simply put, two unfunded 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the Bush Tax Cuts account for 50% of the public 
debt.  Coupled with the recession, wherein spending necessarily rises on programs 
like Food Stamps and Unemployment Insurance and tax revenue definitely falls 
due to Americans being out of work or earning less, these three expenditures repre-
sent 60% of the public debt. While TARP and the Recovery Act passed by President 
Obama contributed to the debt, the primary drivers of the fiscal shortfall stem from 
President Bush’s policies or the recession.

Cognizant of the dismal fiscal reality, President Obama has proposed a bal-
anced plan to reducing the deficit, which calls for $4 trillion of deficit reduction 
over the next 10 years. The President agreed to $1 trillion in spending cuts through 
the Budget Control Act; another $800 billion by ending the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and $143 billion in savings through the Affordable Care Act. He coupled 
these spending cuts with modest revenue increases, because, as the bipartisan 
Simpson-Bowles commission noted, reducing spending alone will not reduce 
the debt. The President also suggested raising taxes on the wealthiest Americans 
and enacting the “Buffet Rule” to ensure that millionaires do not pay a lower tax 
rate than middle-income Americans. Together, this suite of policy options would 
achieve $2.50 of spending cuts for every dollar of revenue increases — quite similar 
to the bipartisan Simpson-Bowles commission, which contained $3 of spending 
cuts for every dollar of revenue increases.

Governor Romney shares President Obama’s concern for the debt and has even 
made deficit reduction a pillar of his much-touted Five Point Plan. His policy pro-
posals, however, fail to reduce the deficit, for, over the next decade, his tax plan 
cuts revenues by $5 trillion, on top of $1 trillion needed to extend the Bush tax cuts, 
alongside another $2 trillion in increased military expenditures. Governor Romney 
adds $8 trillion to our already large debt and then suggests he will reduce the deficit 
by “closing loopholes,” without specifying which ones. If we assume that Gover-
nor Romney only ends deductions that benefit the wealthy, he is still trillions of 
dollars short. There are just not enough deductions to close the deficit, and that is 
simple arithmetic. Governor Romney also proposes capping government spending 
at 20% of GDP which would entail cutting all non-defense discretionary spending, 
including programs like Head Start and the Low-Income Heating Assistance Pro-
gram which support underserved families, by 32% in 2016. These policy prescrip-
tions would hurt the most vulnerable Americans, reduce equality of opportunity, 
and further jeopardize the American Dream. 

Nicole Moody
For The Thresher

With the election fast approaching, presidential campaigns and debates are 
bringing many issues into the light. A prominent one is deficit spending and 
its impact on the debt. So what exactly does the term “deficit spending” mean? 
Suppose that you want to purchase something that costs ten thousand dollars, 
but unfortunately, you only have $6,400. To buy what you want, you have to 
make up for what you don’t have by borrowing the difference. The amount of 
money that you’re short, $3,600, is a deficit. If you continue to spend in this 
way, year after year, the total deficit spending is your debt.

These numbers aren’t arbitrary.  For every dollar that the federal government 
spends, it borrows 36 cents, which doesn’t seem too harmful until you look at 
the scale of government spending. The current amount of money spent by Con-
gress and approved by President Obama is over $3.5 trillion every year, racking 
up a trillion dollars a year of deficit spending, and those owed quarters, dimes, 
and nickels have really added up; the U.S. is now more than $16 trillion in debt, 
making the debt owed by each citizen around $51,000 and growing. The money 
that the United States government owes will not disappear on its own. Our cur-
rent government will pass the bill to the next generation, forcing our children 
to suffer with a crippled economy, and if the debt grows large enough, it will 
outstrip spending on all social programs and the military combined.

Obama has not done enough to stop the deficit; in fact, he enacted policies 
that exploded deficit spending, creating a legacy of debt.  Under his adminis-
tration, the debt increased from nine to sixteen trillion dollars owed through 
his policies of bailouts, regulation and enlarging the government. According to 
Congressional Office calculations, President Obama’s budget for the 2012 fiscal 
year places the nation on a trajectory that will increase federal spending over 
the next ten years, nearly doubling the amount it was when Obama took office. 
President Obama is not only failing to stop the deficit, he’s increasing it. 

Mitt Romney, on the other hand, plans to take action against the deficit, 
putting a hard cap on federal spending and forcing Washington to overcome its 
addiction to deficit spending. By eliminating wasteful spending and shrinking 
an oversized government, Romney will be able to save taxpayer dollars and 
even increase government revenue. By getting the government out of the mar-
ketplace through spending cuts, a great amount of market uncertainty will be 
eliminated, and entrepreneurs will once again gain confidence and invest, hir-
ing more employees, creating more jobs, increasing salaries and thus increas-
ing the amount of tax revenue.

We have a choice. We can choose to reelect a president who has spent $200 
billion more in one term than all previous presidents combined, or to elect a 
businessman with fiscal experience who will bend the spending curve down-
ward to stop reckless spending. The health of our future economy will depend 
on the president’s fiscal responsibility, so be decisive, and choose wisely. 

If you are interested in writing an op-ed for the Thresher on an election issue, please contact Julian Yao at julian.yao@rice.edu. 

In 11 days, hundreds of millions 
of people in this country will head to 
the polls to cast their votes for the 
next president of the United States. 
As we head into the final stretch 
before the election, the Thresher is 
covering different topics pertinent 
to the election, featuring opinion 
editorials from individuals in the 
Rice community that discuss each 
candidate’s policies. Our goal is 
to bring political awareness to the 
Rice University Campus and to allow 
individuals in the Rice community to 
voice opinions that matter to them, 
their peers and their colleagues. 
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51%46%
According to an Oct. 24 Gallup Poll of likely voters.
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RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Oct. 3-15.

Residential Colleges
Duncan College
South Colleges 

Other Locations
Rice Stadium

Academic Quadrangle

N/A

Oct. 15
Oct. 14

Oct. 13

Oct. 13

Oct. 4

Roommate dispute
Suicide attempt

Football game, alum fought with 
officers after being removed from 
game – arrested
Intoxicated undergraduate – SJP 
referral
Staff member victim of identity theft

by Tina Ou
Thresher Staff

The Baker Institute for Public Policy estab-
lished a Center for Energy Studies that will serve 
as an umbrella for energy and environmental 
studies, according to Senior Director for the Cen-
ter for Energy Studies Kenneth Medlock. The 
center was created with the intention of engaging 
more broadly with other energy and environmen-
tal initiatives on campus, Medlock said.

Baker Institute Founding Director and Ambas-
sador Edward Djerejian said the Baker Institute is 
very excited in taking the energy program to an-
other level.

“As we approach the [Baker Institute’s] 20th 
anniversary next year, we’re looking at how we 
can consolidate and amplify some of the flagship 
programs that we have,” Djerejian said. “Hous-
ton is the energy capital of the world, so it’s only 
natural that one of the first flagships of the Baker 
Institute was energy policy.”

The institute’s plans for the center dovetail 
with the Energy and Environment Initiative, Pro-
vost George McLendon’s initiative aimed at ex-
ploring all forms of energy, their effective use and 
responsible development, according to Medlock. 

As such, the Center for Energy Studies will 
encompass various existing programs as well as 
create new areas of focus. The center will address 
more domestic energy issues and environmental 
issues associated with domestic energy develop-
ment. It will act as a funding vehicle as well as co-
ordinate research for the institute, Medlock said. 

“The idea is that the center will be the coor-
dinating vehicle for all these programs,” Med-
lock said.

Djerejian agreed that the center is growing in 
its scope, with areas of focus not only on geopoli-
tics but also on environmental regulation policies 
affecting the energy sector, alternative energy, 
and shale oil and shale gas.

Preparations for the opening of the center be-
gan in September 2012, according to Medlock, the 

James A. Baker III and Susan G. Baker Fellow in 
Energy and Resource Economics. 

Djerejian said there are plans to create other 
new centers along the lines of the Center for En-
ergy Studies.

Medlock said he encourages undergraduate 
students to apply for the intern programs that of-
fer basic research opportunities. The center will 
be seeking faculty hires in areas such as energy 
environmental regulatory affairs, energy envi-
ronmental science, global oil and international 
geopolitics. According to Medlock, however, the 
hiring may take a couple of years due to the need 
for endowment funding.

Djerejian said the new center has been estab-
lished in time to examine an important possibility 
of energy security in the Western Hemisphere.

“If you look at the Western Hemisphere now, 
the pre-salt oil deposits found offshore [in] Bra-
zil will make Brazil a major producer of energy,” 
Djerejian said. “Argentina, Venezuela and Mexico 
are also major players. If you add the shale oil and 
shale gas reserves from North America, especially 
in the United States, and the tar sands reserves 
in Canada — for the first time, the Western Hemi-
sphere can be energy-secure.”

Djerejian said such events may cause shifts in 
the U.S.-Middle East policies. According to Djere-
jian, a more energy-secure Western Hemisphere 
will lead to less dependence on Middle East oil.

“Something exciting is going to be happening, 
and our center is going to look at this in depth,” 
Djerejian said.

Brown College sophomore Nicole Chun said 
that as someone majoring in energy policy stud-
ies and minoring in water and energy sustainabil-
ity, she is glad Rice is furthering its research in the 
energy field.

“Even before this new energy center, the Baker 
Institute had been doing a great job with its En-
ergy Forum,” Chun said. “Energy policy research 
has always been a big part of the university and 
that is a major factor that drew me to Rice in the 
first place.”

Baker Institute creates 
Center for Energy Studies

“I got to the building, and all these writers 
were sitting around a table,” Massimino said. 
“They were more or less asking me questions, 
and I would be telling stories or cracking jokes. 
I gave them a few ideas, like the nicknames we 
have and that families get to talk with us while 
we’re in space.”

The writers primarily sought input on the 
social aspects of space flights, Massimino said.

“They tried to make the show as realistic as 
possible,” Massimino said. “They didn’t go too 
much into the experiments or the science of it, 
but they got into the lifestyle and how it affects 
the family, the personal side of things.”

Massimino said his involvement continued 
a few months later after an executive producer 
asked if he wished to do a cameo on the show.

“I went out there to Skype, which was 
strange because the role they wrote for me 
was that I was myself and I was on Skype,” 
Massimino said. “I asked why I didn’t just 
Skype them, but they said I needed to come 
down. They actually built a replica of my 
office there. This is high-dollar stuff. They 
don’t mess around.”

Massimino returned for the May 10, Oct. 4, 
and Oct. 18 episodes, as his character accom-
panied Howard Wolowitz, portrayed by Simon 
Helberg, and a Russian cosmonaut to the Inter-
national Space Station.

Massimino said NASA encouraged his in-
volvement as a way to reach out to the public.

“With the Mars rover, there were about 3 
million people watching, but 16 million people 
watch this TV show every week,” Massimino 
said. “For NASA, this is a great way to get a 
positive message out to many more people 
than they could ever reach with their own pub-
lic relations machine.”

Massimino is still an employee of the NASA 
Johnson Space Center, but said he is “on loan” 
to Rice in an effort to build connections be-
tween the two.

“Our overall goal is to foster a better rela-
tionship between Rice and the space program, 
particularly the Johnson Space Center,” Mas-
simino said.

Hanszen College freshman Danielle Whyte 
said she found that Rice’s connection to the 
show interesting.

“I think it’s cool that someone affiliated 
with Rice is on the show because it seems like 
a comedy that’s appreciated by a more intellec-
tual crowd,” Whyte said. 

0BIG BANG
 from page 1
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By Nicole  Zhao
News Editor

Rice University’s Centennial Celebration, a 
multi-year joint effort by the administration, Stu-
dent Association, Rice Program Council, the Grad-
uate Student Association and university staff, saw 
a turnout and response that exceeded the expecta-
tions of many involved in planning the events.

Held from Oct. 10-14, the Centennial weekend 
featured events for faculty, staff, alumni, students, 
donors and Houston community members alike, 
including the Centennial Lecture Series, Esper-
anza, Faculty and Staff Reception, Alumni Finale, 
an international panel of visiting university presi-
dents, the Spectacle and the Student Vision for the 
Second Century Town Hall, among other events.

Centennial Director Kathleen Boyd said she 
was surprised by the high turnout for several 
events, such as the Centennial Picnic, Faculty and 
Staff Reception and homecoming football game, 
which had nearly double the expected number of 
attendees.

According to Boyd, approximately 6,000 alum-
ni registered to attend events during the Centen-
nial weekend, with more attending who did not 
register. Boyd said this number was above expec-
tations, since the typical alumni turnout for home-
coming at universities is around 3,000 or 4,000. 

Since the floor of Autry Court in Tudor Field-
house can seat approximately 1,000 people, Boyd 
estimated at least that many people attended each 
of the four lectures in the Centennial Lecture Se-
ries, since she said the floor was fairly full for each 
lecture. She estimated between 2,000 and 2,500 
people attended the lecture by architect Rem Kool-
haas, and said 28,000 attendees were at the home-
coming football game on Oct. 13.

Hanszen College freshman Tom Kim said 
though he appreciated the break, he did not feel 
this midterm recess was much different than any 
other fall break.

“I feel like the majority of students didn’t go to 
a lot of Centennial events — like they went to Es-
peranza, Spectacle, Architectronica, and the block 
parties and that’s it,” Kim said. “It just felt like any 
other break where all these events happened.”

Martel College junior Michael Ip said he en-
joyed Centennial weekend.

“Rice did a really good job in bringing a lot of 
people here, building a lot of things, especially the 
tent, which was amazing, and just using the re-
sources to throw a great Centennial party,” Ip said. 
“It was awesome.”

The SA played a large role in ensuring student-
centered events were incorporated into the Cen-
tennial celebrations, according to SA President 
Sanjula Jain.

“I’ve heard great things from students,” Jain, a 
Brown College senior, said. “I haven’t heard many 
negatives. I think if we [the SA] hadn’t gotten in-
volved and said, ‘Hey, we need to make this more 
geared toward students,’ it wouldn’t have had 
such a positive reaction. I can confidently say that. 
I think everyone had a great time.”

President David Leebron said he has been to 
other universities’ celebrations and had never seen 
anything go as well as Rice’s Centennial.

“To my great surprise, it vastly exceeded my ex-
pectations,” Leebron said. “It didn't feel like it was 
just a big party. It really felt special.”

Leebron said he felt the two most important 

events were Esperanza on Oct. 12 and the Alumni 
Finale on the night of Oct. 13.

“They really captured the reactions of the 
people and the spirit of what was going on,” Le-
ebron said. “I thought it was fabulous to see our 
whole community come together like that. People 
do want to celebrate the university, and that's what 
these events reflected. There was a sense of, ‘This 
is special. This is for us.’”

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
said the objective of the Centennial was to inspire 
enthusiasm for the university as it moves into its 
second century and to build a sense of community 
and pride.

“My measure of success is the community re-
sponse, and the community response exceeded 
my expectations,” Hutchinson said. “The campus 
really came together as a tight knit community. 
What I'm hoping has come out of this is a sense of 
emotional commitment to the university by every-
one: faculty, staff, alumni and students.”

Boyd said the Centennial office has been bud-
get-conscious in planning Centennial activities.

“We piggybacked on existing budgets,” Boyd 
said. “For example, the Centennial Lecture Series 
replaced the President’s Lecture Series, so we used 
money for that. Celebrate Rice: The World Tour 
replaced annual presidential visits to cities where 
alumni and friends live.”

For Celebrate Rice: The World Tour, which be-
gan in March 2012, Leebron has been visiting cities 
such as Istanbul, Dallas, New York City, Washing-
ton, D.C., and San Francisco to meet alumni. He 
will visit Taipei and Hong Kong in November, ac-
cording to the Centennial website.

“That was a budget that would have been 
spent anyway,” Boyd said. “We just put a Centen-
nial spin on it.”

Boyd declined to disclose the cost of the con-
struction of the Centennial tent.

“It is probably less expensive than holding all 
of those events we held in there off campus, which 
would be terrible,” Boyd said. “The whole point is 
to bring everyone together at Rice. Strategically it 
was very important to keep people on campus.”

Hutchinson said the next focus of the univer-
sity regarding the Centennial is to achieve the goal 
set for the Centennial Campaign, a fundraising 
effort set to finish by July 2013. The $1 billion goal 
was set five years ago, he said. 

The campaign would go toward funding con-
struction projects, such as the two most recently 
built residential colleges and the construction 
of the Barbara and David Gibbs Recreation and 
Wellness Center, as well as a large endowment 
for student scholarship funding, faculty positions 
and the creation of the Kinder Institute for Urban 
Research, among other things, Hutchinson said.

Volunteers and donors have raised $906 mil-
lion toward the campaign’s $1 billion goal as of 
Oct. 10, 2012, according to the Centennial Cam-
paign website.

Vice President of Resource Development Dar-
row Zeidenstein said he believes there were two 
goals for the Centennial.

“First, we wanted to do something that would 
be truly unforgettable,” Zeidenstein said. “Second, 
we wanted to keep our alumni, students,  faculty, 
staff,  and  friends excited about our mission and 
our future success. I think we have succeeded.”

Vice President for Public Affairs Linda Thrane 
said the university also strove to incorporate the 

greater Houston community into the Centennial 
celebrations.

“Whether it was the Spectacle, the lectures, the 
academic procession – we tried to make it as much 
an experience for them as it was for the Rice peo-
ple,” Thrane said. “We wanted to let folks know 
that Rice is here to serve Houston, because Hous-
ton has done so much for Rice. In effect, Houston 
and Rice have grown together. Centennial really 
helped get that message across.”

Leebron credited much of the success of the 
Centennial to the diligence of staff in ensuring ev-
erything ran smoothly.

Assistant Vice President of Facilities Russell 
Price said staff members were in the Facilities Cen-
ter Wednesday through Sunday until midnight.

“All hands [were] on deck,” Price said. “Picking 
up trash cans was in everyone's job description. 
Everybody was pitching in to help. There weren't 
any lines drawn, like ‘No, that's not my job.’ It was 
a team effort.”

Jain said the SA was heavily involved in inte-
grating several student-centered events into the 
Centennial weekend schedule: the North and 
South college block parties, the SV2C Town Hall, 
Real World Roundup, Mr. Rice, Architectronica, 
Tailgate Owley, the Centennial Cup and the college 
open houses.

When Jain took office, the SA had not budgeted 
for or been given any funds for any Centennial-
related expenses, she said. 

“From when I took office, we hadn’t budgeted 
for anything Centennial,” Jain said. “In that as-
pect, the entire thing was unexpected.”

When the SA created the Centennial Student 
Involvement Committee in 2011 to determine the 
role students would play in the Centennial, funds 
had not been set aside for any Centennial costs, 
CSIC chairman Clinton Willbanks said. In July 
2012, Jain, Willbanks and SA External Vice Presi-
dent Yoonjin Min submitted a formal proposal 

soliciting funding from Hutchinson’s office, Will-
banks, Jones College senator and junior, said. 

The SA was subsequently given $13,500 from 
the offices of Hutchinson, Leebron and Alumni 
Affairs, according to Jain. The funds went toward 
food for Tailgate Owley, the production of the Cen-
tennial Cup, the $1,000 prize for the Cup compe-
tition, the disc jockey for the Centennial picnic, 
color-changing cups at the picnic, and the costs of 
marketing posters and flyers put up in every col-
lege, Jain said. According to Willbanks, the CSIC, 
which was responsible for planning these events, 
spent $12,082.48 in total.

Each college also received $1,000 from the Cen-
tennial office to create college exhibits to show-
case to alumni and students; however, the SA had 
requested this funding so that the exhibits could 
occur, Jain said. The SA had financial support in 
co-sponsoring other Centennial events with estab-
lished organizations across campus, according to 
Willbanks.

The SA spent approximately $3,500 from its 
own budget on printing cards and catering food 
for the SV2C Town Hall, monetary prizes for the 
Rice Memorial Center design contest and the Real 
World Round-up event, co-sponsored with the Of-
fice of Alumni Affairs, Jain said. 

The Real World Roundup event, held on Oct. 
11, brought young alumni working in various 
fields to speak with students. Min, a Jones College 
junior, said the event was well-attended, with 130 
students who RSVP’d.

SA Treasurer Hersh Agrawal said the SA had 
originally allocated approximately $4,500 of their 
budget toward these expenses. He is still in the 
process of finalizing receipts, according to Jain.

“The reason we have money leftover is because 
Dean [Hutchinson] was so nice with matching 
what the proposal said,” Agrawal said.

Jain said that she had asked RPC to move Mr. 
Rice, which occurred on Oct. 11, to Centennial 

CENTENNIAL RECAP

Mathison inghaM/thresher

The Academic Procession and Centennial address by President David Leebron took place on Oct. 12 and included remarks from Leebron, United States Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson and stu-
dent, faculty, staff and alumni representatives. The ceremony was meant to mirror the official opening ceremony of the Rice Institute held in 1912.

elena lacey/thresher

Students rallied together on Oct. 13 for Tailgate Owley and the homecoming game against 
the University of Texas at San Antonio, which the Owls won 34-14.
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weekend. Architectronica was a last-minute addi-
tion to the Centennial schedule, according to Jain.

“I felt we had a hole in our program on Satur-
day night and I wanted people to go to the Spec-
tacle,” Jain said. “That’s why we did the [Student 
Finale] dinner in the colleges and talked to archis 
to do it because it’s like a rave and light party. At 
one point we were told we wouldn’t be able to do 
the archi party because [Rice University Police De-
partment] and [Emergency Medical Services] were 
spread so thin, but we worked with [Hutchinson] 
to make it happen.”

Jain said she thought events such as the Stu-
dent Finale dinner and the Real World Round-up 
were integral.

“I know that the Centennial didn’t have a lot 
of plans for alumni and student interactions, and 
that was something Yoonjin and I really thought 
was important,” Jain said. 

According to Jain, there was some resis-
tance regarding the scheduling of the Student 
Finale dinner at the colleges on the night of the 
Alumni Finale: Party of the Century, held in the 
Centennial tent.

“In our original planning, we got a lot of push-
back from the Homecoming and Centennial offic-
es and just got one hour to do it because it would 
overlap with the [Finale],” Jain said.

Jain said that many alumni decided to stay at 
the colleges and not go to the Finale.

“That really goes to show how important stu-
dent involvement was in retrospect, and it was just 
funny because they didn’t want us to originally,” 
Jain said. “They were adamant that the time frame 
could only be 5:30 to 7:30, which was tough be-
cause the football game went past 5:30, and the 
Finale started at 7. There was a time where they 
were like, ‘Why are you guys even bothering with 
this event?’”

Wilbanks said he did not think the Centennial 
Commission, which was charged with planning 
the Centennial celebration and managing the 
Centennial Campaign, initially realized the impor-
tance of engaging students during the weekend 
celebrations. The Centennial Commission is com-
posed of alumni, faculty, board members, commu-
nity leaders, the administration, the SA and GSA 
presidents, Centennial class representatives and 
Willbanks himself. 

"There was a lot of making sure there was fund-
ing in place for events and reserving of spaces,” 
Willbanks said. “It was an uphill battle to kind of 
really help them recognize just how important it is 
to make sure students had a great time, but I think 
we accomplished it.”

Willbanks said he thought the Commission’s 
efforts were initially focused on engaging the 
alumni.

“They realized I think as they got further along 
on the process that [ ... ] you have to have your in-
ternal house in order and make sure the people 
here on a day-to-day basis are just as welcomed as 
an [alumnus],” Willbanks said.

Jain said the SA had to put in a lot of effort into 
advocating for greater student engagement during 
the Centennial.

“It was frustrating from an [administration] 
perspective,” Jain said. “It was hard to work with 
them. They worked with us after we pushed for it 
and advocated it.”

Hutchinson said the SA helped to expand stu-
dent programming during the Centennial.

“The events were planned for all sectors of the 
Rice community from the outset,” Hutchinson 
said. “However, under Sanjula’s leadership, ad-
ditional programs were created of specific interest 
for students.”

Hutchinson said he was not aware of any dif-
ficulty students had working with administrators 
and staff to promote greater student engagement 
during Centennial.

“We did negotiate with the SA about their pro-
posals to find ways to use additional funding opti-
mally, and I think we all agreed on the final alloca-
tions of the additional funds,” Hutchinson said. “I 
think the SA did a wonderful job of working with 

the Centennial Commission to encourage student 
participation.”

Willbanks said there should have been 
greater recognition on the students’ side as well 
of how important student involvement in the 
Centennial would be.

“I don’t really want to blame [the admin-
istration] for that,” Willbanks said. “Part of 
this goes back to the fact that we didn’t rec-
ognize and think about how we were going to 
implement the events for students until like 
five months before the Centennial and they’ve 
been planning this event for  four years.”

Willbanks said he hoped the SA’s work 
with the Centennial could serve as a model.

“It was a lot of passive aggressive emails, a 
lot of pushing certain buttons on people and 
trying to pull the strings,” Willbanks said. “I 
hope the administration can recognize where 
the importance of the faculty and students in 
the actual planning process and how impor-
tant it is to meet their needs with everything 
they’re doing. It’s not just about how the ex-
ternal world views us.”

Jain said she was initially nervous about 
taking on the initiative of making the Centen-
nial relevant for students.

“Everyone was talking about [Austin City 
Limits] and booking tickets to leave and I felt 
that students needed to be here,” Jain said. “I 
know some people still went to ACL but [...] 
it became a cultural norm to stay and I think 
that was an ultimate metric way to see what 
we did. A few months ago that was not the 
case.”

Centennial Picnic
One of the largest events held during Centen-

nial was the Centennial Picnic, which occurred 
during lunch on Oct. 12. The expected number 
of attendees was 5,000, but approximately 8,500 
people attended, according to Manager of Com-
munications for Facilities, Engineering & Planning 
Susann Glenn.

Willbanks said CSIC contributed the idea for 
the Picnic, which featured 9 different food ven-
dors, including Chick-fil-A, Papa John’s, Sushic 
and food trucks, such as Phamily Bites, Oh My 
Gogi! BBQ and Monster PB&J.

“There had been given time for a carnival-style 
event with a photobooth, the same old same old 
picnic that [the university has] had in previous 
years,” Willbanks said. “We wanted to make it big-
ger. We said, ‘Well, that’s cool, we think we can 

do something better.’ We came up with the idea 
of having a great picnic and providing awesome 
food. One of our committee members thought of 
having food trucks.”

Director of the Faculty Club Ann Swain said 
the cost of putting on the picnic was comparable 
to having all-you-can-eat options in the serveries 
and that she operated with practically no limita-
tions on budget.

“We kept adding vendors, kept asking them to 
ship more food,” Swain said. “We tried to have as 
much variety as we could and we knew what was 
really popular. We had relationships with a lot of 
the vendors, like Chick-fil-A and Papa John’s.”

Jain said that the SA decided to pay for a DJ for 
the Picnic to enhance the atmosphere.

“We didn’t know we had to pay for a DJ for 
the picnic,” Jain said. “It wasn’t something that 
was told to us like, ‘Hey, find a DJ.’ It was some-
thing we felt was lacking that would make it fun 
for students.”

Swain said there were no major glitches in the 
event and she would be interested in holding an 
event of a similar scale in the future.

Hanszen College sophomore Tatiana Narvaez, 
who attended the event, said that though she 
thought the picnic was a great idea, she felt it was 
too hot to wait in the lines for food.

“The picnic was a fun way to enjoy a variety 
of different foods," Narvaez said. “From what I 
heard, the food was good, but I had no desire to 
wait in those lines.”

Willbanks said the Picnic demonstrated Rice 
has the capacity to host events of this scope at an 
on-campus location.

“It shows that even though we have a lot of 
space on campus for activities like that, we can 
still have a great time in those spaces,” Will-
banks said.

SV2C Town Hall
The SV2C Town Hall was attended by ap-

proximately 200 people, according to SV2C chair 
Kathleen Barker.

The SV2C consists of 10 points: cultivate aca-
demic excellence; strengthen Rice identity; pre-
serve financial accessibility; empower students 
to be dynamic scholars; advance the residential 
college system; expand student life resources; 
promote wellness and balance; foster collabora-
tive relationships; engage communities beyond 
the hedges; and build innovative leaders.

To gather the 10 points, the committee con-
ducted exit interviews with seniors last year, 
surveys of incoming freshmen this year on why 
they chose Rice and engaged in focus groups 
with club leaders and other continuing students 
on campus, Barker, a Brown College senior, said.

Hutchinson said he thought the SV2C was 
well done and the committee did careful re-
search. 

“They did their homework,” Hutchinson 
said. “[One question I had at the Town Hall was 
that] not everything that's there can be simulta-
neously achieved, so a good question is what are 
the priorities.”

Barker said that the committee plans to pub-
lish a full report at the end of the academic year.

“We need to make sure we really articulate 
the specifics in our full report so we can advo-
cate for the things we want and outline what re-
sources are required,” Barker said. “A lot has to 
do with a change in mentality and how people 
operate in the status quo and that doesn't require 
money.”

Barker said she sees the SV2C as a supple-
ment to Leebron’s Vision for the Second Century. 

“There are striking similarities, which makes 
sense because we do all have common goals for 
the university,” Barker said.

Esperanza
RPC distributed 2,100 tickets to undergradu-

ates and 200 tickets to graduate students, sell-
ing out for Esperanza this year, according to RPC 
social Sachin Allahabadi. 

The official formals budget allotted out of 
this year’s RPC budget was $9,000, RPC social 
Libby Ulman said. The cost of hosting Esperanza 
was paid by ticket sale revenues in addition to 
the RPC budget, Allahabadi, a Sid Richardson 
College senior, said.

“The RPC Esperanza/Socials budget plus 
money made from ticket sales helped pay for the 
food, DJ Samantha Ronson, the mixologists, the 
ice sculpture, photography and intelligent light-
ing,” he said. 

Ulman, a Sid Richardson senior, said she and 
Allahabadi were told two years ago that Esper-
anza would be held in the Centennial tent.

“We saved a lot of money that would normal-
ly be spent booking a venue since the university 
paid for the tent and tent staff,” Allahabadi said. 
“Oftentimes, having an event at a different ven-
ue locks you into that venue’s catering, so hav-
ing our own venue in the on-campus tent really 
gave us the freedom to explore popular food op-
tions we normally wouldn’t necessarily have.”

Because the tent was on campus, the 
socials were able to bring in food options 
that would not have been available at other 
events, Allahabadi said. 

“One of the ways we took advantage of hav-
ing the tent on campus is by having the various 
options with the food trucks, dumplings inside, 
catering and bars, and pizza delivery,” he said.

The RPC budget for the event was slightly 
lower this year than in previous years because 
of the addition of a committee in RPC, which 
slightly decreased all committee budgets, Ul-
man said. 

Approximately 100 of the 2,300 total tickets 
sold were free, non-refundable, non-transfer-
able tickets given to students on the night of 
Skyzone. The undergraduate tickets cost $20 
each and graduate tickets cost $25 each. Gradu-
ate students’ tickets were more expensive be-
cause they do not pay blanket tax fees to RPC, 
he said.

Ip said he liked Esperanza this year much 
more than in previous years.

“I went to Esperanza my freshman year and 
it was in Minute Maid Park. It just felt like I was 
at a club,” Ip said. “This year it felt more con-
nected to the school.”

Brooke Bullock contributed to this article.
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Jones College junior Nick Semon speaks 
at the SV2C Town Hall on Oct. 11.

Nearly 8,500 people gathered in the Central Quad for the Centennial Picnic on Oct. 12.

Over 2,300 attendees danced the night away at Esperanza, held in the Centennial tent this year and featuring music mixed by disc jockey Samantha 
Ronson, beverages made by professional mixologists and food options ranging from Papa John’s to Bernie’s Burger Bus and Gigi’s Dumplings.
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by Saira Weinzimmer
For The Thresher

Fifty-four thousand students are currently 
signed up for one Rice class.

This might seem impossible, but Rice’s 
partnership with an online learning com-
pany called Coursera has made Rice’s “An 
Introduction to Interactive Programing in Py-
thon” course available to students all around 
the world. 

Coursera’s website hosts thousands of free 
courses from some of the most prestigious 
universities in the world, bringing first-class 
professors to anyone with access to the Inter-
net. According to Coursera.org, most Coursera 
courses include regular video lectures, online 
homework assignments and online interaction 
with instructors. Students can enroll in courses 
at any time throughout the class.

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
said Rice joined Coursera this past summer. 
Rice’s first Coursera class, “An Introduction to 
Interactive Programing in Python,” began on 
Oct. 15, according to Coursera’s website. Com-
puter Science department chair Joe Warren, 
associate professor of computer science Scott 
Rixner, and computer science lecturers John 
Greiner and Stephen Wong are teaching the 
class together, Warren said. 

According to Hutchinson, four other Rice 
courses are scheduled to debut in the near fu-
ture: “Chemistry: Concept Development and 
Application,” “Nanotechnology: The Basics,” 
“Fundamentals of Electrical Engineering” and 
“Analytical Chemistry.” Hutchinson said he ex-
pects more Rice courses will become available 
on Coursera in the coming years, including 
many humanities and social science courses.

Warren said Rice’s Coursera involvement 
will do more than simply open Rice classes to 
the public. Some Rice Coursera courses will be 
integrated with their on-campus counterparts: 
For example, students in COMP 160: “Introduc-
tion to Computer Game Creation” watch video 
lectures from the Coursera “Interactive Pro-
graming” course outside of class and use class 
time to work on problems.

Coursera and COMP 160 professor John 
Greiner said he believes Coursera courses 
could help advance Rice classes.

“[Coursera] should be a great tool for Rice 
students, as we are going to take what we learn 
and apply it to Rice courses and improve the 
Rice courses and what we can do for the stu-
dents here as well,” Greiner said.

Hutchinson also said Rice students will 
benefit from Coursera.

“The students will be given the opportunity 
to hear lectures and receive materials outside 
of the classroom setting so that the classroom 
can be used for other purposes: discussion, 
problem-based learning, problem-solving, 
collaboration,” Hutchinson said. “I think the 
switch to having in-class discussions and col-
laborative work among the students is desir-
able all by itself […] and I think [Coursera] en-
hances that change.”

Warren, one of the “An Introduction to In-
teractive Programming in Python” instructors, 
said the large size of the Coursera class has 
allowed him to learn about his own teaching 
style and improve based on feedback on this 
larger scale. 

“I think one of the things that can happen 
when you teach a class of 10,000 or 50,000 
people is you get exposed to so many styles of 

learning,” Warren said. “I think in the end, it 
will give me an opportunity to become a much 
better teacher.”

Beyond immediate benefits for the students 
is an opportunity for Rice to expand its pres-
ence in the international education commu-
nity, Hutchinson said.

“[Coursera] gives us an opportunity to share 
what we have created internally at Rice with 
people who are outside of Rice in exactly the 
same way we do with research publications,” 
Hutchinson said. “It should be possible for us 
to share the excellence of the educational activ-
ities at Rice with the world. That doesn’t mean 
we replicate them; the experience of a Rice 
student will always be enormously better [...] 
but [people] will know more about the teach-
ing missions of Rice and the ways that we do 
things here and the excellence of our teaching 
program.”

Duncan College freshman Aaron Braun-
stein said he supports Rice’s involvement with 
Coursera.

“I think it is inevitable that we’re going to-
ward the web in terms of education,” Braun-
stein said. “I’m glad that Rice is embracing 
that not only for Rice students but [also] for 
students who don’t have access to university 
classes.”

Warren said the students enrolled in “An 
Introduction to Interactive Programing in Py-
thon” range from an 11-year-old elementary 
school boy to Warren’s 73-year-old father-in-
law. And according to Warren, students from 
all around the world are logging in to take 
Rice’s course.

“You name a country: I have a student from 
that country,” Warren said. “There are study 
groups forming in Asia, Eastern Europe, South 
America — you name it and there are students 
from it.”

Wiess College senior Susan Xie said the 
course increases accessibility to higher edu-
cation.

“I really like the direction this is going in, 
making education more widely accessible re-
gardless of whether you have the economic 
means,” Xie said.

0ROBERTS
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There are study 
groups forming in 
Asia, eastern Europe, 
South America — you 
name it and there are 
students from it.

Joe Warren
Chair, Department of 

Computer Science

Roberts said the framers of the Constitution 
deliberately set the Supreme Court up in a way 
that would allow justices to make decisions that 
may not be popular.

“We have pretty low approval ratings, but 
we’re better than the legislative or the executive 
branch,” Roberts said. “I think we’re low be-
cause people’s view of government is low. But 
we’re doing something different from the other 
branches. [The judicial branch] is the most 
transparent of the branches. The other branch-
es don’t have to explain to you why they do what 
they do. We have to write opinions. Why? Pre-
cisely because we’re not political.”

Roberts said he believes the most daunting 
challenge for the court in the next 50 years is 
how they will determine how to apply the Con-
stitution in cases as science and technology be-
come increasingly advanced.

“When the framers wrote the Fourth 
Amendment about searches and seizures, did 
they envision wiretaps?” Roberts said. “Allow-
ing people to intercept private conversations 
constituted the same sort of search and seizure 
of material that the framers wanted to detect, so 
we try to find the […] fundamental principle un-
derlying what constitutional protection is and 
apply it to new issues and new technology. DNA 
is an obvious example. Is it search and seizure 
to take a tweezer of hair and match it to some-
thing else?”

He said he does not have an overarching ju-
dicial philosophy, but puts weight on what he 
believes the Founding Fathers were trying to 
accomplish. He has been most pleasantly sur-
prised by the caliber and seriousness of discus-
sion among justices that occurs in the confer-
ence room, he said. 

“It’s not speeches, it’s very serious discus-
sion about very serious issues, but there’s never 
been a voice raised in anger in that room,” Rob-
erts said. “If you read our opinions, you’d think 
we were at each other’s throats [...] but we are 
extremely close. It’s a unique arrangement. You 
may work at an organization or corporation, 
but you do different things. We all do the same 
thing, decide the same cases, read the same 
briefs. You learn to get along.”
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“[URBANSCREEN] visited Rice primarily to 
find the student voice,” Whiting said. “They 
interviewed hundreds of random students 
from all grades, ethnicities, residential col-
leges and backgrounds on their Rice experi-
ence for their project. Students were not told 
what their responses would be used for to 
maintain the surprise.”

Graduate student of architecture Alex 
Hohman was interviewed by Bauer for his Rice 
experience. 

“It was inspiring to see their take on an old 
form of media,” Hohman said. “[The group] want-
ed us to think about what it meant to celebrate an 
event; Rice’s Centennial was more than a gala, 
it was an appreciation of how far we came as a 
school and broke an architectural barrier. The 
Spectacle reaffirmed how important architecture 
is to a place.”

Rice Architecture Dean Sarah Whiting, along 
with Boyd, selected URBANSCREEN after an ex-
haustive screening project, Whiting said.

“About a year ago, we invited three firms to 
come in for an interview,” Boyd said. “Our com-
mittee was adamant that this event should be 
an artistic endeavor; it would not be a commer-
cialized, superficial view of Rice. We were very 
impressed with URBANSCREEN’s works in their 
incorporation of the building into their art.”

Boyd and the committee produced a docu-
mentary about Rice entitled “Beyond the Hedges: 
Rice and the City of Houston.” 

URBANSCREEN got many of their historical 
facts from this documentary and the research 
behind the documentary, Boyd said. According 
to Boyd, URBANSCREEN received approximately 
1 terabyte of data in both audiovisual and text for-
mat to begin their project. 

Brown College senior and Student Associa-
tion president Sanjula Jain said that the entire 
program was under wraps. 

“I knew the Spectacle was occurring in March, 
but I was not given explicit details on what it con-
tained,” Jain said. “When I saw the first premiere 
showing, I was in awe and was amazed at what 
we could do to celebrate Rice.”

URBANSCREEN used 800 gigabytes of data 
of the 1 terabyte they received for the Spectacle, 

Boyd said. The projection gear was leased from 
Houston-based LD Systems, a lighting and sound 
production company, according to Boyd. 

Boyd oversaw the setup of the equipment nec-
essary for the Spectacle. 

“Within the week, LD Systems, operated by 
Rice alumn[us] Rob McKinley, constructed a two-
stage mask that blocked the Sallyport and set up 
12 20,000-watt projectors and the surround sound 
system,” Boyd said. 

According to Kevin Foyle, associate vice 
president for development, the Centennial com-
mittee wanted to preserve the Centennial cele-
bration in some way. The committee planned to 
leave small lights in the academic quadrangle 
to highlight the buildings and pave the way for 
students in the night. 

Goergen said the incorporation of sound into 
the event was deliberate and changed the way the 
Spectacle was perceived. 

“The main difference between auditory and vi-
sual perception is that an auditory event is always 
there,” Goergen said.  “A viewer has no choice but 
to listen to the event. This is a very dramatic form 

of art that forces the viewer to pay attention.” 
According to Boyd, all three Spectacle show-

ings — at 8:45 p.m., 9:45 p.m., and 10:45 p.m. — 
on Oct. 13 had more attendees than expected. 

“For the 9:45 showing, I would not be sur-
prised if there were 8,000 to 9,000 people,” 
Boyd said. “The space in the front part of the 
Academic Quadrangle seats 8,000 to 9,000 peo-
ple and there were people toward the back as 
well. At a minimum, there were 5,000 people.

The Sunday encore showing, scheduled 
for 9:30 p.m. for the guests at the Rice Design 
Alliance Gala, was moved to 8:45 p.m. due to 
weather concerns, Boyd said. However, because 
so many people came at the 9:30 p.m. time, the 
Spectacle was shown again at that time.

“Around 500 people came just from word of 
mouth,” Boyd said. “We put one on at that origi-
nal time just to keep them happy.”

Martel College junior Mika Tabata said that the 
Spectacle changed the way that she viewed Rice. 

“Sometimes I forget that the people who have 
been on this campus and who are on this campus 
have made incredible contributions to society,” 

Tabata said. “The light show is really inspiring for 
all people with any connection to Rice to watch.”

Lovett College freshman Michael Armstrong 
said that although he did not know exactly what 
to expect, he was amazed by what the group 
could do. 

“[The Spectacle] really was about Rice pride,” 
Armstrong said. “By showcasing the owl imagery 
and walking us through Rice’s history, I felt like I 
really connected with my school. Although there 
was a lot of important information packed into 
that presentation, I did not understand it all be-
cause I did not know of our history well enough.”

Brown College senior Hannah Lee said that, as 
an architecture student, she was amazed by the 
intricacy of it all. 

“I think they did a wonderful job presenting 
Rice’s legacy of dedication to learning and teach-
ing beyond conventional standards,” Lee said. 
“The media itself – cutting edge animation pro-
jected onto a canvas of century-old architecture 
– really speaks to our university’s commitment to 
embracing this incredible heritage and pushing 
for higher heights in every aspect.”

0SPECTACLE
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Images depicting historical moments for Rice, such as one of former President of the United States John Kennedy delivering a speech in 1962 at Rice 
Stadium declaring the nation would land a man on the moon, were projected onto Lovett, Sewall and Herzstein Halls during the Spectacle.



by Amanda MacDonald
Thresher Staff

While one normally expects Starbucks 
to provide coffee, many of the coffee chain’s 
workers were recently on the streets of Hous-
ton for a different reason. On Oct. 6, nearly 
5,500 Starbucks employees, with the help of 
about 30 Rice students, volunteered at a vari-
ety of service projects in Houston’s Fifth Ward 
in an effort to revitalize one of Houston’s poor-
est communities.

The service day was a part of the three-day 
Starbucks Global Leadership Conference in 
Houston, which was attended by Starbucks 
store managers and executives from around 
the country, according to Fifth Ward Commu-
nity Redevelopment Corporation intern Franc-
esca Schley (Sid Rich ’12).

Starbucks partnered with Fifth Ward CRC, 
the main nonprofit for the area, after selecting 
Houston for the location of their second con-
ference of this kind, the first being held in New 
Orleans in 2005, according to Schley.

“[Starbucks] was deciding between Detroit 
and Houston for the conference,” Schley said. 
“But Detroit has already been getting a lot of 
nonprofit attention because of how bad their 
economy is doing, and [Starbucks] believed 
Houston also really needed the help.”

Community Bridges, a fellowship program 
combining academic coursework with hands-
on community service in the Fifth Ward, orga-
nized Rice students’ involvement in the event, 
according to Community Bridges Coordinator 
Christina Rojas (Brown ’12).

“Our main program is the fellowship, but 
this semester we’re also exploring ways to en-
gage more of the Rice community,” Rojas said. 
“About half of the students were fellows, and 
the other half were volunteers.”

Community Bridges fellow Adriana Bolivar 
helped paint houses and build a community 
garden during the service day.

“The goal was to make the Fifth Ward more 
attractive, so that businesses would be more 
likely to open there,” Bolivar, a Wiess College 
senior, said.

Schley said projects included building a play-
ground and an urban garden, painting buildings 
and homes, and adding signs to storefronts.

“We gave the neighborhood a facelift,” 
Schley said.

McMurtry College junior Bailey Firszt said 
she decided to volunteer after reading about 
the event on the McMurtry listserv.

“I signed up because I thought it would be 
eye-opening,” Firszt said. “We live in a nice 
area, but there are a lot of areas in Houston we 
aren’t exposed to.”

Firszt, who also assisted with the urban 
garden, said the volunteers were enthusiastic 
about their work, even though it mostly con-
sisted of moving heavy cinderblocks.

“There was loud music playing, oldies that 
everyone knew,” Firszt said. “Once the project 
got going, people were really excited. It was 
definitely rewarding.”

Rojas said the Starbucks employees were 
great to work with.

“There was initially a division between Rice 
students and the Starbucks volunteers, but by 
the end, they were telling us stories about the 
craziest drink orders,” Rojas said. “They were 
awesome. And hilarious.”

Schley said she thinks the service projects 
will have a big impact, even though the event 
only lasted three days.

“The Fifth Ward is a food desert; there’s re-
ally nowhere to get food other than fried chick-
en,” Schley said. “The community garden will 
encourage people’s interest in eating fresh 
produce, plus build relationships and give the 
community a sense of pride.”

Furthermore, the new playground provides an 
area for kids, a basic need which had not previous-
ly existed in the Fifth Ward, according to Schley.

Both Bolivar and Firszt said the event could 
have been better organized.

“When we first got there, it was really cha-
otic,” said Bolivar. “We had to lead the Star-
bucks employees to the different project sites, 
and some of the groups had up to 70 people.”

Despite the initial inefficiency, Bolivar 
said she thought their work really helped the 
community.

“The homeowners [of the refurbished hous-
es] were really thankful,” Bolivar said. “This 
didn’t happen at the house I was working at 
specifically, but I know at some of the houses 
[the homeowners] got pretty emotional.”

Schley, who was involved with community 
service in Houston during her time at Rice, en-
courages current students to do the same.

“I encourage Rice students to be more curi-
ous about what’s beyond the hedges,” Schley 
said. “There’s so much that can be done right 
in Houston.”

by Joey Capparella
Thresher Staff

Rice University students may have been rav-
enously attacking the Oh My Gogi! BBQ food 
truck at the Centennial Picnic and Esperanza 
this past week, but the Houston Police Depart-
ment has recently been pursuing the truck for a 
different reason.

 According to Oh My Gogi owner Eric 
Nguyen, the truck, which moves between 
various locations in Houston including one 
in Rice Village, has had some run-ins with 
HPD recently due to alleged permit viola-
tions. Nguyen said the problems started in 
April when an unidentified officer came by 
and started asking questions.

“There was an officer that visited our truck 
and started looking around with a flashlight, 
asking questions and telling us what we were 
doing wrong,” Nguyen said. “He wouldn’t give 
us his name or show us his badge.”

Then, Nguyen said two officers came 
back to the truck about three weeks ago and 
that this time they provided their names and 
badges. Nguyen said these officers cited the 
truck for violating a city ordinance stating that 
health codes and permits must be displayed in 
restaurants.

“We didn’t know that this rule applied to us 
also,” Nguyen said. “The incident lasted about 
two hours. They shut the truck down and they 
said that we couldn’t serve.”

Nguyen said he thinks the police went too 
far by shutting the truck down.

“I’ve never heard of a cop going into a res-
taurant and shutting it down,” Nguyen said. 
“Especially since it wasn’t a food-related viola-

tion, it seems like they’re wasting their time and 
hurting our business at the same time.”

In another recent incident, the truck was 
found in violation of regulations concerning a 
propane tank, and officers forced his employees 
to throw away food, Nguyen said.

However, HPD spokesman John Cannon said 
this was not within the authority of HPD officers.

“[If there are] any claims of throwing away 
food, those are not HPD officers,” Cannon said. 
“We do not have the authority to shut down a 
vendor or tell the vendor that he or she needs to 
discard any food. The only people who can do 
that are city health inspectors.”

Nguyen said he was not on-site for this in-
cident, but that he had relayed claims of what 
happened from his employees who were work-
ing at the time.

Nguyen said he had talked to other food 
trucks around Houston and felt that the police 
were targeting Oh My Gogi.

“There’s some trucks that run illegally, 
and they need to be caught,” Nguyen said. “I 
understand that the police are doing a crack-
down on mobile dining, but we do everything 
by the book.”

Cannon said that Oh My Gogi was not 
treated differently than any other food truck in 
Houston.

“It’s not a crackdown by any means,” Can-
non said. “It’s a three-month increased en-
forcement effort. No one is getting selectively 
enforced. Someone has to make sure that every-
one is following all the rules and regulations.”

Cannon said that since this enforcement ef-
fort began two months ago, officers have given 
approximately 50 citations to various mobile 
operators.

Van Pham is the owner of Phamily Bites, an-
other food truck that frequents Rice campus. He 
said his truck has not had any incidents with 
Houston police or code violations recently.

“We have rules to follow, just like any other 
restaurant,” Pham said.

However, Pham did say that maintaining a 
food truck business is not easy.

“It’s difficult to keep the business running 
the way it is,” Pham said. “We have to get an 
annual inspection, pay an annual fee of around 
$1,000 to $1,500 to the city and pay a daily com-
missary receipt of around $12. It’s almost like 
paying rent.”

Jones College junior Sallyann Zhou said 
that she goes to Oh My Gogi fairly frequently 
but that she has not noticed anything 
suspicious.

“I’m never really 
concerned with 
health regu-
lations 
when I go 
to Oh My 
Gogi,” Zhou 
said. “The 
thought 
never really 
crossed my 
mind. I 
guess I’m 
pretty 
trusting of 
food estab-
lishments.”

 Cannon said 
that from the police point of view, public 
safety is most important.

“Officers are getting a bad rap because we’re 
the ones enforcing, but we’re not in the business 
of putting small business owners out of busi-
ness,” Cannon said. “All we’re doing is making 
sure that it’s in the customer’s best interest. The 
majority of vendors and operators would agree 
because they’ve had no problems. Operators 
think they’re getting picked on if they’ve been 
visited multiple times.”

Nguyen said he was most frustrated with the 
HPD’s repeated visits.

“They keep coming back, but I don’t under-
stand why they couldn’t have told us everything 
we were doing wrong on the first visit,” Nguyen 
said. “I don’t mind the cops coming by and 

checking us out, but 
this feels like 

harassment.”
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Starbucks employees lend a hand to Fifth Ward

Oh My Gogi! BBQ food truck in controversy with HPD
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by Reed Thornburg
Features Editor

The Spectacle had three official showings 
on Saturday and an encore performance on 
Sunday for a total run time of one hour, and for 
most of us that was our first experience with 
the growing new art form known as “projection 
mapping.” However, the Spectacle was not the 
only chance to see this fusion of architecture 
and light design on Saturday night - immedi-
ately after the final showing, undergraduate 
students filed into Anderson Hall for the Ar-
chitectronica public party, where once again, 
images flooded the architectural space in tune 
to music. And while their impressive proj-
ects coincided last Saturday, their connection  
fruns deeper.

The Spectacle was produced by URBAN-
SCREEN, a large-scale projection design team 
based in Germany, and the Architectronica 
light show was the product of Martel College 
senior and architecture student Joshuah How-
ard. Dean of the School of Architecture Sarah 
Whiting referred Howard to URBANSCREEN 
after noting his particular interest in media ar-
chitecture; Howard himself was already in the 
process of apply for a travel grant to study the 
global progression of innovative media-based 
architecture.

 “[The URBANSCREEN employees] were 
like ‘We usually take people on for three 
months at a time, but you can show up,’” 
Howard said. “But I wanted to be aggressive 
about the whole thing, so I ended up just fly-
ing to Bremen, [Germany].”

While working in Bremen, Howard initially 
found himself working as a mover while UR-
BANSCREEN transitioned studios. After the 
move had settled, however, he found time to 

interview the members of the group and gain 
insight into their artistic process.

“I interviewed them about their process,” 
Howard said. “In [the Spectacle Unplugged 
Lecture], they mentioned how they like to have 
everything derivative of the architecture.”

Thorsten Bauer of URBANSCREEN made 
that point clear in his lecture. He continuously 
highlighted how his art is not entirely about the 
technology, but that these techniques are effec-
tive in telling the story of the architecture.

 “We call it ‘Lumentecture,’” Bauer said. 
“It’s our art.”

Still, Howard feels certain aspects of the 
Spectacle did not strictly follow that principle 
and cites the collage effects as weak points in 
the show.

“They were not always generative of the ar-
chitecture,” Howard said. “It’s the difference 
between looking at a TV and the parts of the 
Spectacle where it seemed real.”

Howard said he thinks the medium is 
most impressive when the story is told figu-
ratively, using abstraction as the primary 
descriptive mechanism. However, he said 
he acknowledges collaging was likely due to 
Rice’s desire for more literal representations 
of its history.

Bauer himself explained this as a main chal-
lenge in developing the Spectacle. Not only did 
he have to present his ideas to a diverse board 
with a wide range of interests, but he also had 
to engage with and channel Rice’s history into 
his work.

Similarly, in his own work at Architectron-
ica, Howard felt that although the crowd left 
satisfied, it did not always meet his high per-
sonal standards.

“We had several songs that were fully se-
quenced with corresponding visuals to every 

sound,” Howard said. “But unfortunately, [my 
software] crashed during the show.”

Howard continued the show without one of 
his main controllers and did the rest of the visu-
als entirely live, working with his DJ, Will Rice 
College senior Vivas Kumar. For both URBAN-
SCREEN and Howard, the music plays an impor-
tant role in the development of the art.

Bauer explained that for URBANSCREEN proj-
ects, sometimes the music directs the projections 
and other times the projections dictate the music 
that surrounds them. For the Spectacle, URBAN-
SCREEN alternated between the two, depending 
on the segment. The introduction and future seg-
ments were all guided by the music, while the 
100-year history in the middle was created first 
and then paired with complementary music.

In contrast, Howard mainly works with popu-
lar electronic music, and as such, works from the 
music to create the visuals.

“We’re working with pop music,” Howard 
said. “It’s music that people know. With a party 
like [Architectronica], it’s for the people. Every-
thing is meant to please the people.”

In order to ensure they were selecting crowd-
pleasing music, Howard and Kumar even created 
an online playlist through the site Spotify, where 
students could submit their requests before  
the party.

“We combined [these requested songs] with 
some of our favorites — the ones that we know 
very well,” Howard said. “I like the logic of artists 
like Wolfgang Gartner and deadmau5. It’s all very 
structured and architectural.”

That ability to hear and see architecture out-
side of buildings themselves is another thing that 
unites Howard and URBANSCREEN. When they 
speak about their work, they describe it in terms 
of structural components even though nothing is 
produced in a physical sense.

Bauer explained that one of the most interest-
ing challenges in designing the Spectacle was de-
termining how to represent the future. Ultimately, 
he decided to use the students’ voices to drive his 
approach. So he posed as a relative of Whiting 
and candidly interviewed students around cam-
pus. Without any previous knowledge of Bauer or 
URBANSCREEN, these students heard those re-
cordings for the first time as they echoed through-
out the academic quadrangle Saturday night.

Visually, the URBANSCREEN team decided 
that the future should be soft and transition in 
layers between the visual and the auditory. As 
such, it decided a fluid was the perfect symbol.

As is the case with most Rice students, future 
also plays an important role in Howard’s life. 
While it is obvious he enjoys working with media 
architecture, he does not see it as the entire focus 
of his architectural career.

“[Media architecture] is something that I’m 
interested in,” Howard said. “But I don’t want to 
end up doing something like the Spectacle. While 
it is something that I want to inform my archi-
tectural career, I’m basically doing it because it 
adds a breadth and character to what I’m doing 
at Rice.”

After viewing the Spectacle, it is obvious 
why a young architect would find this new me-
dium appealing; it transforms the ways in which 
we look at buildings and space in general. The 
experience of looking at Lovett Hall is now for-
ever altered by the haunting image of an owl  
taking flight.

Such a temporary art is often hard to accept. 
One of the sad inevitabilities of this art form is 
that it is not permanent. On Monday, the decon-
struction began, and both shows are now gone. 
But like installations in the Rice Gallery, or as 
Bauer cites, Buddhist sand mandalas, there is 
beauty in its transience.
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DJ Samantha Ronson mixes at Esperanza, churning out tunes ranging from DMX’s “Gon Give it to Ya” to Kanye West’s “Clique.” Ronson paused the music in the middle of the 
dance to ask to borrow a charger from an attendant.

Guests dance the night away at Esperanza, which 
was held in the Founder’s Court Tent on Oct. 12.

Brown College senior Gabe Baker claims the 2012 
Mr. Rice title over his 10 competitors.

Baker College sophomore Andrew Stout gets some love at Mr. 
Rice, which was held in the Rice Memorial Center Grand Hall on 
Oct. 11.

McMurtry College senior Aaron Daniels strikes a pose at Mr. 
Rice.

Wiess College junior Bahrom Firozgary, the newest member of Rice’s basketball team, teases the crowd at Mr. Rice. 

Martel College freshman Rachel Sterling talks with Leonard Chan (Lovett ’07) at the Government/Public Sector table at the Real World Round Up networking event hosted by the SA and CCD. Real World Round 
Up invited young alumni (Classes of 2002-2012) to participate in discussions with current Rice students on topics including industry, engineering, finance and Rice life.  

Baker sophomores Lexi Eisenberg and Renee Anderson dance at South Block 
Party on Oct. 10.
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EMPOWER STUDENTS TO BE DYNAMIC SCHOLARS
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PROMOTE WELLNESS AND BALANCE
FOSTER COLLABORATIVE RELATIONSHIPS
ENGAGE COMMUNITIES BEYOND THE HEDGES
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DJ Samantha Ronson mixes at Esperanza, churning out tunes ranging from DMX’s “Gon Give it to Ya” to Kanye West’s “Clique.” Ronson paused the music in the middle of the 
dance to ask to borrow a charger from an attendant.

Hanszen College senior Jarvis Sam dissipates the awkward tension after DJ Samantha 
Ronson called for dancers to fill the empty space in the middle of the dance floor. 

Martel College freshman Rachel Sterling talks with Leonard Chan (Lovett ’07) at the Government/Public Sector table at the Real World Round Up networking event hosted by the SA and CCD. Real World Round 
Up invited young alumni (Classes of 2002-2012) to participate in discussions with current Rice students on topics including industry, engineering, finance and Rice life.  

Baker sophomores Lexi Eisenberg and Renee Anderson dance at South Block 
Party on Oct. 10.

Jones College President Sebastian Castro celebrates Jones’ winning the Centennial Cup on 
the field with Student Association President Sanjula Jain and Centennial Chair Clinton  
Willbanks. 
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by Teddy Grodek
Thresher Staff

The weather and the football team were 
the two things the Centennial Commission 
could not control this past weekend. Luckily, 
both turned out nearly perfect.

“How nice was that?” Head Coach David 
Bailiff asked. “All we had going on this week-
end was a football game, a 100-year birthday 
party, Tommy Kramer coming in with the Col-
lege Football Hall of Fame and Homecoming. 
If you could pick one [game] you definitely 
wanted to win, it would be that one.”

The Owls, after falling short of winning 
a game in the past four weeks, including a 
rough loss to a struggling University of Mem-
phis team, were desperately hoping for some 
homecoming magic. The Owls knew that a 
loss to undefeated University of Texas at San 
Antonio would leave them in a bad place for 
the rest of the season.

Rice scored before UTSA could register a 
first down and never stopped. With 318 rush-
ing yards, the Owls simply overpowered the 
Roadrunners, constantly moving the ball 
down the field. The Owls won the 34-14.

Running back Charles Ross led the rush-
ing staff with an impressive 117 yards on only 

16 carries.  Junior redshirt quarterback Taylor 
McHargue, finally healthy after suffering a 
shoulder injury three weeks ago, only threw 
for 144 yards, but combined that with 68 
rushing yards and two rushing touchdowns.

“[McHargue] just knows the game really 
well,” Rice center Nate Richards said. “Like 
that long scramble for a touchdown. He kind 
of has in-game savvy. It’s like a moxie you 
can’t explain. It’s just — he’s the guy.”

The Rice offensive line managed to keep 
pressure off McHargue, with UTSA register-
ing no sacks. Linebacker Cameron Nwosu 
had a huge day on defense with eight tackles, 
five of which were unassisted.

This week, the Owls take on a team with 
Conference USA championship aspirations – 
the 6-1 University of Tulsa Golden Hurricanes 
– at Tulsa in a challenging matchup. 

The Hurricanes, undefeated so far in C-
USA, lost their only game of the season to 
Iowa State University in the first week of 
the season. Admittedly, Tulsa has not ex-
actly challenged itself in its non-conference 
schedule outside of Iowa State (with games 
against Nicholls State University and Califor-
nia State University at Fresno).

Tulsa is led by second-year Head Coach 
Bill Blakenship, who led the team to a loss 

last year in the Armed Forces Bowl against 
Brigham Young University. Blakenship, who 
took over after former Owls coach Todd Gra-
ham left, is much more tolerant of the Owls 
fans and especially the Marching Owl Band 
than Graham. 

Tulsa’s main attack is its rushing game – 
currently 10th in the nation in average yards 
per game – which uses an arsenal of three 
different backs. 

With 24 rushing touchdowns over the 
team’s first seven games, the Golden Hur-
ricane lights up the scoreboard regularly. 
Using two speedy backs and one short-yard 
powerhouse, Tulsa seemingly has the answer 
to every running situation.

“We’re going to have to prep on all three of 
them,” Owls linebacker James Radcliffe said. 
“Look at their tendencies and see what they 
do. Then we’re going to have to play well and 
tackle well.”

Junior quarterback Cody Green, originally 
from Texas and a transfer from the University 
of Nebraska, is prone to mistakes, having 
posted 10 touchdowns and six interceptions, 
this could be a potentially big game for the 
Owls secondary. 

Green has thrown for more than 250 yards  
once this season with a completion percent-

age occasionally dropping below 50 percent. 
Defensively, Tulsa has been hit-or-miss, 

holding Tulane University to only 10 while 
letting Marshall University and the Univer-
sity of Alabama at Birmingham run up more 
than 30 points each. Most of the bowl team 
from last year is back, giving opponents an 
improved team to play against. 

The defensive ends for the Golden Hurri-
cane are especially dangerous, meaning Rice 
will need to have another solid week of of-
fensive line play.

Last week was a much-needed, emotion-
al victory that the Owls simply had to have 
to keep this season afloat. With Centennial 
events going on around them, the Owls were 
amped up to play in a very crowded Rice Sta-
dium. Official attendance was over 28,000.

“It gives us confidence,” Richards said. 
“You just want to build on this confidence, 
keep it going into Tulsa, and pick up the win 
there.”

The real question is which Owls team will 
show up. If the team can play like it did last 
week, with passion and enthusiasm, Tulsa is 
a team that can be exploited – its weaknesses 
are obvious. But if the same Owls team that 
traveled to Memphis comes out to play, it 
could be a difficult game to win.     

Keys to the Game Players to watch
•	 Taylor McHargue – Last week showed that he was healthy. The cor-

relation is pretty clear; a big game for McHargue would mean a big 
game for the Owls offense. 

•	 Bryce Callahan – With Tulsa’s questionable quarterbacking, an in-
terception could be both likely and game-changing.

•	 Charles Ross – As always, his big plays have the potential to move 
the ball and make the opposing team respect the run, opening up 
the passing game.

•	 The offensive line – Tulsa will bring pressure this week. The line 
needs to have another big game – which it certainly can – to help 
create big plays.

•	 Stop the run – Tulsa has the potential to kill almost any team in the 
country with the run. Rice has to be able to stop this somehow.

•	 Let McHargue run – McHargue’s legs have proven to be almost as 
dangerous as his arm. On the move, he’s a real danger to opposing 
teams.

MATHISON INGHAM/THreSHer

Junior Taylor McHargue takes on two UTSA players at the highly anticipated Centennial Homecoming Game this past weekend, which Rice won 34-14.  

Rice wins 34-14 at Centennial Homecoming 

Owls prepare to take on inconsistent Tulsa 
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 Baseball has a plethora of talented players   
by Darshan Patel

Thresher Staff

This past summer, while many students 
had already returned home, the Rice Owls 
baseball team was still hard at work trying 
to make it to the College World Series. With a 
Conference USA title under its belt once again, 
the team was rewarded one of the regional 
tournament host sites, where teams play to de-
termine who will eventually play at the World 
Series in Omaha, Neb.  

Sadly, the season ended early with an Owls 
loss to Sam Houston State University. 

The Major League Baseball draft took place 
after the season and saw eight Owls drafted 
by major-league teams, the most since 11 were 
drafted in 2008.  

Leading the list of Owls drafted this sum-
mer are J.T. Chargois and Tyler Duffey, who were 
both selected by the Minnesota Twins with the 
72nd and 160th overall picks, respectively. 

Now, with summer’s excitement finished, 
the Owls, led by Head Coach Wayne Graham, 
began their fall practices this Monday, Oct. 
1. Despite the loss of some players due to the 
draft or graduation, the Owls have returned, 
bolstered by the addition of new talent, ready 
to begin preparation for the season. 

“We have a little more speed than last 
year,” Graham said. “The guys are addressing 
hitting attitudes that are necessary and the hit-
ting fundamentals, and the young people are 
just fine.”

 There are still unfilled positions that need 
to be addressed, providing an opportunity for 
new players to potentially step up and fill the 
void left by departed team members. 

“Well, we [have to] replace Michael Fuda in 
center field and another corner outfielder, but 
we [have] some really valid options because Mi-
chael Aquino led the Texas Collegiate League 
in hitting this summer and Keenan Cook had 
a great summer in the Valley League,” Graham 

said.“We [have to] find a first baseman, but we 
[have] a lot of options with Blake Fox and pos-
sibly Aquino and Skyler Ewing.”

To fill these spots, Graham said that he 
was open to the possibility of a younger play-
er making enough of an impression to earn a 
starting position. 

“Leon Byrd, is of course, a true quality re-
cruit at shortstop,” Graham said. “He can play 
short and center field. Ford Stainback can play 
short, center field and second base.”

Along with these new additions, the key to 
any successful team is its pitching staff, and 
the Owls are no different. Despite the loss of 
Matthew Reckling and Andrew Benak, the 
starting rotation has the potential to be strong 
again this season. 

The team has many pitching options, in-
cluding returning starter Austin Kubitza. John 
Simms, Zech Lemond, Tyler Spurlin and fresh-
men Kevin McCanna and Chase McDowell also 
are all possible starters. McCanna, Byrd and 
McDowell were drafted after last season but 
elected to play for the Owls instead. 

“McCanna certainly was the best high 
school pitcher in [Texas] that didn’t sign a pro 
contract, “ Graham said. “And there’s Spurlin, 
who’s looked very [good] in the fall. Spurlin is 
definitely an option.”

While there are many questions still re-
maining regarding the team’s lineup and ro-
tation, there is plenty of time for them to be 
answered in the upcoming weeks. 

For now, Coach Graham and the other Owls 
coaches will be able to test if their goals are be-
ing met to their expecations, as the team plays 
three exhibition games during the month of 
October, including a recent scrimmage against 
the Texas Christian University Horned Frogs 
on Oct. 14.   

The Owls turned in a 16 inning performance 
with an 11-6 victory, but of course, more im-
portantly, the coaches were able to analyze 
the team and players for the first time in a live 

setting. Two more exhibition games remain on 
the schedule this October against Lamar Uni-
versity and Sam Houston State University on 
Oct. 20 and 28, respectively.

While the season may not be till the spring, 
the Rice Men’s Baseball team is back to ac-
tion, and ready to try to get back to the College 
World Series. 

With the release of the season schedule on 
Oct. 15, the Owls games are no longer a secret. 
The team starts off the season running out of 
the gate with a three game series against the 
Stanford Cardinal, one of last season’s NCAA 
Super Regional Teams. 

The three other NCAA tournament teams 
that the Owls will encounter are Dallas Baptist 
Univeristy, Sam Houston State and the Univer-
sity of Central Florida.

Other notable games to look out for include 
teams such as the University of North Caroli-
na, and road trips to face Florida International 
University and the University of Hawaii.

The men’s team will finally seek to continue 
conference domination, beginning on March 
22, 2013, against the University of Southern 
Mississippi, hopefully ending with tourna-
ment play beginning May 31, 2013, leading all 
the way to the College World Series. 

Upcoming exhibition games will assist with lineup decisions

Catcher Hunter Kopycinski attempts to lay down a bunt last season for the Owls. 

MATHISON INGHAM/THreSHer
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Recaps, details and betting lines 

Powderpuff Scouting Notebook: Week 5

What is a line? 
The spread, or “line,” of a game refers to the 
expected point differential between the two 
competing teams. In any matchup the favorite 
is the team giving, or “laying,” points, signi-
fied by a negative number indicating the mar-
gin by which they are projected to win. Pick-
ing a favorite means betting that their total 
points, less the spread, will be more than the 
points scored by the underdog. The same ap-
plies for the underdog, only with points added 
instead of subtracted. 

the Thresher’s 
Week 6 Powderpuff lines

Gsa (-11.5) vs. Brown 
McMurtry (-6.5) vs. Jones 
Martel (-11.5) vs. Duncan 
hanszen (-5.5) vs. Wiess

sid (-5.5) vs. lovett 

Wiess vs. Jones (14-6) 
Wiess College was dominant in the first 

half en route to a 14-0 lead highlighted by 
stifling defense but faltered a bit in the 
second, allowing Jones to come within five 
yards of tying the game before it ran out 
of time. Wiess’ point differential is still the 
second-best in the league, but this measure 
might be slightly inflated, as it looks more 
like the third- or fourth-best team. 

McMurtry vs. Duncan (20-12) 
McMurtry College was firing on all cylin-

ders offensively early in the game and did 
a solid job overall defensively. Duncan Col-
lege was able to put together a strong scor-
ing drive late in the second half, but could 
not get the stop it needed to regain posses-
sion, and McMurtry was able to run out the 
clock to clinch the game. 

McMurtry has progressed significantly 
since last season and has been the best 
team in the North Division thus far both ac-
cording to record and point differential. We 
cannot say enough about the turnaround 
seasons McMurtry and Wiess are experienc-
ing, as both have gone from tremendous 
struggles last season to serious contention 
this year.  

GSA vs. Jones (20-0) 
This game looks like a statement game 

for the Graduate Student Association on 
the surface due to the lopsided score, but 
a closer look reveals that the team was not 
nearly as dominant as the final margin in-
dicates. The GSA has fallen off from last 
season, when it outscored its opponents by 
82 points over seven games. Discount this 
game and its point differential is still at -11 
for the year. 

Jones College was also able to move 
the ball downfield at times, but its offense 
stalled at inopportune moments, and threw 
a couple of costly interceptions, including 
two that were returned for touchdowns. 
Jones was actually favored by a touchdown 
by the Thresher, so we were way off, but 
again, this game was a play or two away 
from looking very different. 

Sid Richardson vs. Wiess (12-6)
This game was a truly impressive victory 

for Sid Richardson College. We have been a 
little skeptical of Sid here at the Thresher 
and had actually favored Wiess by 6.5 enter-
ing the game, but Sid put on a performance 
worthy of title favorites. 

Sid looked good offensively in the first 
half, but Wiess’ defense held strong deep in 
its own territory, preventing Sid from finish-
ing drives and forcing a turnover on downs 
on the five-yard line on Sid’s first posses-
sion of the contest. 

Wiess was unable to score until late in 
the game, and while its offense has grown 
by leaps and bounds since last season, it 
still has progress to make before it can score 
consistently against defenses like Sid. 

This year Sid has displayed the ability to 
win close games and thus looks compara-
tively worse than the other elite teams in 
terms of point differential, but it left no 
doubt after this game that it belongs in 
the discussion for the title of best team in 
the league. As we have said almost all year 

in this space, Wiess is a very solid team. 
However, the South Division is absolutely 
loaded, and Wiess still might not be good 
enough to make the playoffs, a travesty 
since it would most likely be the best team 
in the North. 

Martel vs. Brown (27-0) 
Martel College, as the score suggests, 

dominated this game from the outset. Still, 
its point differential stands at -13 after this 
massive victory because it has struggled in 
its other games this season. However, with 
the North looking weak this year, there 
could be hope for it to sneak by either Mc-
Murtry or the GSA with a little luck, but we 
would not count on it. 

Hanszen vs. Will Rice (20-0) 
Will Rice College actually played quite 

well in the first half, forcing three inter-
ceptions, and challenged Hanszen College 
much more than the final margin indi-
cates, but the real story in this game was 
Hanszen’s dominance. Priyanka Duvvuru 
had three interceptions for touchdowns 
in the second half, and Hanszen’s defense 
looked fast, aggressive and intimidating en 
route to accounting for all of the team’s 20 
points. Hanszen’s offense did not look good 
in this game, but with a defense that lethal 
and Duvvuru flying around the field, it may 
not matter much. 

Hanszen vs. GSA (18-0) 
This game was a truly dominant per-

formance from Hanszen, one that we had 
been clamoring for in this space for weeks. 
Hanszen looked explosive on offense, scor-
ing on big plays and racking up yardage, 
and airtight on defense, forcing several 
turnovers and stifling GSA all over the field 
in the process of shutting it out. This was a 
hard-fought, feisty matchup, and Hanszen 
impressed throughout. 

Hanszen has the best player in the game 
and is on a roll right now, actually lead-
ing the league in point differential at +47. 
Hanszen will play Wiess next week in a ri-
valry game. These two teams battled it out 
last season, and with Wiess looking much 
improved this season and Hanszen looking 
absolutely lethal, it looks like it could be 
one of the best games of the year. 

The South is now 9-2 against the North 
this year, and it looks like the South will get 
four teams into the playoffs. Amazingly, a 
deserving team from the South will still be 
left out; at the moment, Wiess is on the out-
side of the playoff picture looking in.

GSA vs. McMurtry (18-12) 
This game was pretty evenly matched 

throughout, a classic example of how look-
ing simply at binary wins and losses can be 
misleading. Neither team truly looked bet-
ter than the other, but the win will go a long 
way toward helping the GSA secure the top 
spot in the North. The North gets two teams 
into the playoffs automatically (as does the 
South, with the last two spots being wild 
cards), and it looks like these are the two 
that will advance. The GSA has won all of its 
divisional games but has yet to secure a win 
against the South, a good indicator of the 
talent disparity between the two divisions. 

PoWderPuff StandingS
north division

Jones 1 2 0-1 -8

Brown 1 3 1-2 -42

Duncan 0 4 0-2 -32

McMurtry 3 2 2-1 20

GSA 3 2 3-0 9

Martel 1 3 1-1 -13

team W L divison
Point 

differential

South division

Hanszen 3 1 1-1 47

Wiess 3 2 1-2 35

Will Rice 0 4 0-2 -77

Lovett 3 0 1-0 12

Baker 3 0 2-0 31

Sid Rich 3 1 1-1 13

team W L divison
Point 

differential

Sid Richardson beat Wiess 12-6, solidfying its position as one of this season’s elite teams. 

Rosheem BRowne/thResheR
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The Fifth Lap

Last weekend, Austrian daredevil skydiv-
er Felix Baumgartner paused. There he sat 
for a moment, on the edge of his high-tech 
space balloon, 24 miles above the surface of 
the earth, on the verge of doing something 
no human had ever done before. 

Over a hundred thousand feet below and 
several hours removed, Rice athletes paused. 
There they sat for a moment, in a locker 
room, on the bench or on the starting line, in 
Texas, Carolina, Kentucky or Alabama on the 
verge of doing something many people had 
done before. 

Then, Baumgartner literally did what the 
Rice athlete then did figuratively: He jumped. 

One of the reasons I am so passionate 
about sports specifically, and extracurricular 

activities more generally, is that they teach 
lessons and develop skills that are incredibly 
difficult to cultivate in other settings. One of 
those hard-earned lessons is how to take a 
step away from the safety of the known into 
an unknown full of risk and possibility. 

Obviously, the stakes that come with 
starting a game or a meet are not the same 
as those that come with free-falling from 
the edge of space. And this is not to say that 
sports are transforming kids around the 
world into a generation of daredevils (I’ve 
competed for years but still have a hard time 
jumping off a six-foot diving board, much 
less an airplane). 

The parallel, however, is a great visual il-
lustration of this important lesson. 

Whenever an athlete (or a musician or 
performer) steps into competition, he takes 
on the very real risk of an extremely public 
failure in something he cares deeply about 
and has worked hard for. This idea was on 
full display in Rice sports last weekend. 
Football faced the weight of being one of the 
central pieces of the Centennial Celebration.  
Soccer and volleyball faced the increased 

scrutiny and pressure that come with being 
near the top of the conference standings. 

And both men’s and women’s cross coun-
try competed in their most visible, high-pro-
file non-championship meets of the season.

All of these competitions provided great 
opportunities for success. But in order to 
have a chance at those successes, they re-
quired taking on the accompanying risk of 
failure. 

This ability to take on challenges despite 
the risk of failure is applicable far beyond 
the realm of athletics. It applies to every-
thing from starting a new business, to pio-
neering a new medical procedure, to taking 
an unconventional diplomatic approach, to 
just asking out that cute girl that lives down 
the hallway. 

Those who have competed or performed 
have taken on such risks before and have 
almost certainly having failed at some point 
along the way. They are therefore much bet-
ter prepared to take on opportunities when 
they come about. 

This lesson is just one of the reasons con-
tinued support for competitive athletics and 

other competitive extracurricular activities 
is critical, especially at the elementary, ju-
nior high and high school levels.  

Being competitive is one of the key ele-
ments for truly impactful extracurriculars. 
Yes, the fun, fair, positive soccer leagues of 
the world where everyone plays, everyone 
wins and everyone gets a trophy probably 
have their place. 

But every kid deserves the chance to 
lose, whether that’s losing the game, getting 
benched or cut from the team, not making 
All-State band, or not getting the lead in the 
play. It is the best way for children to learn 
how to take on that risk, how to thrive under 
that pressure, and if they do fail, how to get 
up and go after it again. 

As we become parents, little-league 
coaches and community members, the re-
sponsibility will fall to us to raise the next 
generation. If we are going to be successful, 
we have to continue to let them compete, to 
let them learn to take those risks. 

The responsibility falls to us to prepare 
them to make the jumps no human has ever 
made before.

 Gabe  Cuadra

Sports teaching the jump 



THE FAILURES
No one wants to experience fail-
ure – unless it is a traveling play 
around Rice. Written by Martel 
College senior Maggie Sulc, The 
Failures features a four-person 
cast and will show in Baker Col-
lege tomorrow at 8 p.m. and in 
McMurtry, Jones and Martel col-
leges Oct. 25 and 26 at 8 p.m. 
and Oct. 27 at 5 p.m., respective-
ly. Admission is $5 for the Martel 
show, which includes dinner.

Baker, McMurtry, Jones and  
Martel Colleges

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

ART FAIR
The Rice Gallery returns to its ec-
centric art roots with its gallery 
exhibit “ClockShop” at the Texas 
Contemporary Art Fair. Artist 
Jane Miller will cover booth 913 
with clock-themed wallpaper 
over the four-day period from 
yesterday to Oct. 21. Free tickets 
to the fair are available online 
compliments of the Rice Gallery.

George R. Brown  
Convention Center

txcontemporary.com

GUERNICA
Famously known through Picas-
so’s gargantuan painting, Guer-
nica comes to life in the Duncan 
College Quad tonight and tomor-
row at 8 p.m. The Duncan Culture 
and Arts Committee presents the 
four-character, 50-minute, out-
door play by Fernando Arrabal 
for free.

Rice University
Duncan College Quad

IMAX SPACE
My stars! IMAX filmmaker Toni 
Myers touches down at Duncan 
Hall on Oct. 23 at 7 p.m. to give 
a talk about making IMAX mov-
ies in space. Thanks to Space 
Station 3D and Hubble 3D, au-
diences have traveled to space 
through astronauts’ cameras.

Rice University
McMurtry Auditorium

spacefrontiers.rice.edu
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Anthony Lauriello
Thresher Editorial Staff

Charles Dickens used the contrasts and sim-
ilarities of London and Paris in A Tale of Two 
Cities to comment on the French Revolution, 
the current unrest of his time and the human 
condition. Over 150 years later, Director Ben Af-
fleck (The Town) uses the three world capitals 
of Washington, D.C., Los Angeles and Tehran 
in his latest film, Argo, a story about the Ira-
nian Hostage Crisis, the current conflicts in the 
Middle East and the human condition. Just like 
I would recommend that everyone read Tale of 
Two Cities, I urge Rice students to go see Argo. 

Argo tells the true tale of how the CIA res-
cued six American embassy workers hiding in 
a Canadian ambassador’s house during the 
Iranian Hostage Crisis: a story of timely signifi-
cance given the recent attacks in Benghazi, Lib-
ya. Those afraid the movie may be above their 
heads need not fear: The introductory scene 
provides ample historical background, and my 
date easily followed the plot despite her lack of 
knowledge on Middle Eastern history. 

The film’s protagonist, Tony Mendez (Ben Af-
fleck), is a CIA agent whose expertise is exfiltration. 
He might not have James Bond’s gadgets or charm, 
but he does have an uncanny and understated 
calm. The audience knows he is a professional. 
Mendez also has a penchant for drinking, which 
the film cleverly uses as a way to high-
light his journey into Iran, where alco-
holic beverages are now a state crime. 

In fact, the movie is at its best when it 
draws these smart contrasts between cul-
tures. We first see Mendez in the board-
rooms and hallways of Washington, where 
powerful men make life-and-death calcu-
lations, often with imprecise information. 
Mendez stares in horror at the United States 
Department of State officials who think the 
trapped workers can bike to safety in the 
Iranian winter. 

The movie then moves to Los Angeles, 
where lying and blustering are taken for 
granted. Mendez constructs a plan to shoot 
a fake Canadian film in Iran in order to save 
the embassy workers, whom he will dis-
guise as the film’s production crew. Mendez 
recruits makeup artist John Chambers (John 
Goodman, The Big Lebowski) and director 
Lester Siegel (Alan Arkin, Little Miss Sun-
shine) for the ploy. They pull strings and 
bluff to give the fake movie a legitimate 
script and office. 

Finally, there is Tehran. Its beautiful 
mountains and skyscrapers stand in con-
trast to the mobs on the streets and revenge 
killings. By showing the city as both a beau-
tiful tourist destination and hotbed of ex-
tremism, Affleck makes it far more real and 
frightening. 

The portrayals of these three cities 
would be an achievement by themselves, but 

Affleck succeeds in blending them together. 
A poignant moment comes when a newscast 

shows protesters burning 
a flag and kicking some-
one with whom they dis-

agree. However, this is not in Tehran, but in 
Houston, as Americans burn Iranian flags and 
commit racist crimes. Ugliness is not confined 
to the Middle East. 

 One of the best scenes in the film is during 
a press reading of the Argo script in an attempt 
to give the movie legitimacy. Affleck directs a 
montage of actors dressed in ridiculous cos-
tumes talking about spaceships and the Iranian 
revolutionaries in Tehran making demands of 
the U.S. We see that both these groups are try-
ing to play to the cameras. They are both trying 
to sell a fantasy. 

All of this could become very depressing, 
and the film could easily become bogged down. 
However, Affleck applies a tasteful amount 
of humor. Yes, this story deals with American 
lives, but it also deals with an incredibly goofy 
scheme. Affleck uses the superb Goodman and 
Arkin to provide comic relief and insights and 
relishes in the 1970s costumes to add another 
touch of levity. The movie also has an ulti-
mately uplifting message, and the audience will 
walk out of the theater with a smile. (On that 
note, I recommend staying for the end credits, 
in which the movie shows the real-life photo-
graphs of the events.) 

Throughout the film, the individuals from 
all three cities prove their courage in their own 
separate ways. The villain of the movie is the 
unthinking mob, and the heroes are those in-
dividuals who triumph in their use of creativity 
and intelligence. That is a lesson both powerful 
and timeless. 

Courtesy GK Films

Argo

A+
Starring: Ben Affleck, John Goodman
Rated: R
Released: Oct. 12
The rundown: Having received acclaim 
at the British Film Institute London Film 
Festival, Argo is expected to garner 
Oscar nominations for its thrilling 
depiction of the Iranian Hostage Crisis. 
Director Ben Affleck presents the elabo-
rate plan and rescue of six Americans 
from the Canadian ambassador’s house 
by following CIA agent Tony Mendez 
through the cities of Washington, D.C., 
Los Angeles and Tehran.

Affleck’s Argo worthy of golden fleece, statues
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Red – Taylor Swift – The fourth studio album from the mega-
star, paced by breakout singles “We Are Never Ever Getting Back 
Together” (which topped the Billboard Hot 100 while becoming the 
fastest-selling song in digital history) and “I Knew You Were Trou-
ble,” looks to set anticipated sales records in its opening week. Tak-
ing a decidedly more pop-heavy direction than her previous efforts, 
Swift again includes self-penned anthems of love lost, including a 
duet with rising singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran. (Also available in 
2-Disc Deluxe Edition)

Paranormal Activity 4 –The fourth entry in the wildly pop-
ular and profitable horror series uses its characteristic found-
footage technique to tell the story of a family bothered by the 
presence of ghosts. However, in order to differentiate this in-
stallment from previous films in the franchise, Paranormal Ac-
tivity 4 utilizes other forms of cameras to document the horror, 
including a laptop camera and Xbox Kinect technology. Featur-
ing Katie Featherston (Paranormal Activity) and Kathryn Newton 
(Bad Teacher). (R, 95 minutes)

Magic Mike – The surprise summer box-office hit from Academy 
Award-winning director Steven Soderbergh stars Channing Tatum 
(21 Jump Street) in a semi-autobiographical role as a male exotic 
dancer helping a young new recruit find his way. Despite featur-
ing scene-stealing supporting performances from Matthew McCo-
naughey (The  Lincoln Lawyer) and Matt Bomer (White Collar), the 
film is surprisingly darker than its advertising leads audiences to 
believe. Bonus features include deleted dance scenes and behind-
the-scenes documentaries. (R, 110 minutes)

good kid, m.A.A.d. city – Kendrick Lamar – Following his 
highly-acclaimed independent release Section.80, Lamar faces the 
pressure of releasing perhaps the most anticipated debut studio 
album from a rapper this year. One of the 11 XXL Magazine Fresh-
men of the Year in 2011, the Compton, Calif., native puts forth a bio-
graphical love letter of hip-hop, documenting the struggles of his 
youth in a crime-plagued urban neighborhood. The album features 
guest appearances from Drake, Top Dawg Entertainment label-mate 
Jay Rock and the king of West Coast hip-hop himself, Dr. Dre.

Alex Cross – Based on James Patterson’s blockbuster se-
ries of crime-thrillers, this film marks the return of the famed 
police detective and psychologist Alex Cross since his silver 
screen debut in 2001’s Along Came A Spider. Inheriting the 
title role from Morgan Freeman is Tyler Perry (Madea’s Fam-
ily Reunion), who will be acting in only the second  film (Star 
Trek) that he is not also directing, writing or producing. Also 
starring Matthew Fox (Lost), the film aims to breathe life into 
an aged franchise. (PG-13, 102 minutes)

Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter – While Steven Spiel-
berg’s faithful adaptation of the life of Abraham Lincoln hits the-
aters next month, this summer’s fantasy horror film from the direc-
tor of Wanted takes the life of America’s 16th president and turns it 
on its head. In the parallel universe of the film, Honest Abe (Benja-
min Walker, Flags of our Fathers) leads the United States, but not 
without killing a few vampires on the side. Bonus features include 
audio commentary, making-of documentaries and a Linkin Park 
music video. (R, 105 minutes)
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Cathy Hu
Thresher Staff

No words are left unspoken and no emo-
tions are left untouched in indie folk-rock band 
Mumford & Sons’ new album, Babel. Despite 
the title’s biblical allusion to barriers built by 
miscommunication and misunderstanding, 
this album has no trouble communicating the 
universal themes of love, loss and perseverance 
through a universal language: music. 

Although critics have voiced disapproval 
of Mumford & Sons’ lack of innovation in its 
sophomore album, why try to fix something 
that does not need to be fixed? The band already 
discovered a nearly perfect balance of musical, 
lyrical and emotional elements through its first 
album, Sigh No More. The next step was simply 
transferring these colors to paint a picture on 
the blank canvas which was Babel. 

But first, take a moment to bask in the glory 
which is Marcus Mumford’s voice. One of the 
most distinct and nontraditionally beautiful of 
this time, Mumford’s tone ranges from a deep, 
hushed whisper of vulnerability to an exuber-
ant, gritty howl of emotion. His voice bears the 
ability to be simultaneously smooth and muted, 
yet rough and raucous. 

The renowned Mumford & Sons cross-genre 
sound introduced and revolutionized in Sigh No 
More makes a return in Babel, coming back with 
more strength, development and raw emotion. 
In each song, indie meets folk meets rock meets 
bluegrass in a beautiful compilation of musical 
styles and elements. Tracks such as the hit sin-
gle “I Will Wait” bear a certain similarity to the 
memorable anthem “The Cave” from the band’s 
first album. The juxtaposition of a capella har-
monies and raucous instrumental breaks of the 
verses and the crescendo and decrescendo out 
of the roar of the chorus in these songs are musi-
cal elements that have come to define Mumford 
& Sons. 

“Whispers in the Dark” and “Ghosts That 
We Knew” showcase the almost unhuman gui-
tar, mandolin and banjo picking and speed-
strumming skills that the members of the band 
possess. The instrumental lines are passed back 
and forth between these instruments as others, 
such as vocals, electric guitar and percussion, 
are added on, building the song to a point where 
the listener can hear and feel the infamous 
Mumford stomp and head bang taking hold. 

However, the band does make a few efforts 

to change up its style in tracks such as “Bro-
ken Crown,” which explores a much darker, 
grungier side of Mumford & Sons that has not 
been revealed before. In it, the band employs 
electric guitar and a full drum set in an almost 
hard-rock style. A complementary style can be 
heard in “Reminder,” a soft spoken interlude 
consisting of acoustic guitar and voice. “Hope-
less Wanderer” opens with another new musi-
cal idea: 90 seconds of piano and voice until ev-
erything drops out and returns with a pounding 
double-time rock. 

Babel is essentially an album of juxtaposi-
tion. Throughout the album are themes of love 
and heartbreak, insecurity and self worth. The 
moments of silence are broken by instrumental, 
vocal and emotional crescendos. From the soft 
timbre of the piano and acoustic guitar and the 
raucous metallic roar of brass and electric gui-
tar, to the connotation of confusion in the title 
and the actual clarity that the album exudes, 
Mumford & Sons’ sophomore album is impres-
sive, strong and universal. It speaks a language 
that moves far beyond words and notes; it tells 
the story of the human condition in a self-em-
powering whisper and battle cry. 

Babel

A
Artist: Mumford & Sons
Label: Island Records/Glassnote 
Records
Released: Sept. 25
Recommended Tracks: “I Will Wait,” 
“Hopeless Wanderer,” “Below My 
Feet”
The rundown: Mumford & Sons’ Ba-
bel is anything but confused noise. 
The sophomore album features 
tracks with similar tonality to hits 
like “The Cave,” but the band also 
innovates on its sound with electric 
guitar and acoustic rock.

Mumford & Sons return strong 

Allie Schaich
Thresher Staff

Tucked behind the main restaurants and 
shops in Rice Village, and somewhat hidden be-
hind construction, is a little-known eatery gem: 
Local Foods. Local Foods receives its produce 
from farms and ranches located in close proxim-
ity to Houston. The freshness of the food is re-
flected in the deliciousness of the meals, and the 
sandwiches, priced closer to Kahn’s Deli than to 
Jimmy John’s, are well worth the price. One of 
the first elements I noticed and liked about Lo-
cal Foods was the coffee-shop-like atmosphere 
of the mix-matched tables, chairs and wall de-
cor. With a better interior design than the stereo-
typical hipster coffee joint, the distinct layout 
of Local Foods certainly gives it an enticing and 

enjoyable atmosphere. The exposed brick on the 
walls and the huge farm-style bags of vegetables 
and grains on a shelf help to establish the home-
grown, small-town feel of Local Foods.

Although its menu is not large, Local Foods 
offers a variety of sandwiches and salads, such 
as the capered tuna sandwich, truffled egg salad 
sandwich and spicy Szechuan tofu salad. It also 
offers a wide range of sides and soups, including 
the homemade potato chips, Tuscan kale, and 
posole soup (green chili, chicken and cilantro). 
Whether you want something hot or cold, rich 
or light, crunchy or smooth, Local Foods has a 
tempting option. The meals range in price from 
$10 to $12, but most of them come in a hearty 
portion and with a generous helping of a side. 

I ordered the crunchy chicken sandwich, 
which included nut-crusted chicken breast, pro-

volone cheese, buttermilk ranch dressing and 
a pretzel bun. With it, I ordered a cup of the 
market vegetable soup, made with matzo balls 
and Parmesan cheese. The sandwich had a fla-
vor I had not tasted before. The nut crust gave 
the chicken a slightly sweet taste, which con-
trasted with the saltiness of the pretzel bun. 
The ranch dressing complemented the grilled 
provolone cheese, which created a creamy tex-
ture in contrast with the crunchiness of the 
chicken. Every component of the sandwich 
was fresh, but the soup fell flat with its overly 
salted flavor.

I had never encountered a meal like this be-
fore: picky eaters, beware! However, the fresh 
food should not be overlooked, and the close 
proximity to Rice makes Local Foods a great 
off-campus dining option for Saturday nights.

Local Foods

B+
Location: 2424 Dunstan Rd.
Phone Number: 713-521-7800
Price Range: $
The rundown: Local Foods in Rice Village 
creates innovative sandwiches with local 
farm and garden ingredients.

Local Foods rakes in customers with gourmet farm-to-table meals
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Bach and Forth
Who doesn’t find the music of 
Bach and Chopin to be the perfect 
soundtrack for relaxation? Get your 
weekend relaxation started early 
with Shepherd School’s Senior Re-
cital this evening, showcasing To-
masz Robak playing selections of 
Bach, Beethoven, Chopin and Rach-
maninoff on the piano. The recital 
will be held in Alice Pratt Brown 
Hall’s Duncan Recital Hall from 
5:30-7 p.m. Admission is free and 
open to the public.

Silence the Batman
Wonder what Batman would be like 
without the goblin-y growl of Chris-
tian Bale or the soundtrack of Hans 
Zimmer? What if it were a little less 
like Batman and a little more like, 
say, Buster Keaton? Filmmaker An-
dre Perkowski and the Two Star 
Symphony present a silent-film 
style telling of the Batman story. 
Combining original title cards, an 
innovative re-purposing of public 
domain footage and the live per-
formance of Two Star Symphony’s 
original score, Perkowsi’s Shadow 
of the Bat-man will be one super-he-
ro movie take that you haven’t seen 
before. The screening will be held 
on Discovery Green’s Anheuser-
Busch Stage from 7:30-9:30 tonight. 
Admission is free and open to the 
public. 

Fandango folklórico
If the slight temperature drop 
has you panicked about winter 
and wanting to rush to equato-
rial climes, try heating up your 
weekend with a viewing of Ama-
lia Hernandez’s Ballet Folklórico 
de México. Amalia Hernandez’s 
dance company specializes in their 

own pioneered dance form, “baile 
folklórico,” which encompasses 
traditional Latin American dances 
and folk culture. The show begins 
tonight at 7:30 p.m. at Miller Out-
door Theatre. Seating is open and 
tickets are free but you must reserve 
a ticket in advance if you want a 
seat in the covered seating area. 
For information on reserving tickets 
call 281-373-3386.

Green flea, white elephant
If the fall weather has got you itch-
ing to do some al-fresco shopping, 
then you’re in luck because it’s time 
for this month’s “Discovery Green 
Flea.” From noon to 6 p.m. at Dis-
covery Green’s Grace Event Lawn 
you will be able to scavenge for ev-
erything from hand-knit amigurumi 
dolls, to vintage repurposed fur-
niture, to a one-of-a-kind piece by 
Houston’s own Flower Man, an artist 
who creates art out of objects he dis-
covers on his daily bike rides around 
our city. If you’re not into shopping, 
don’t let that deter you from a day of 
fun — there is plenty more to enjoy 
at the market including delicious 
food from local vendors and a free 
concert by the Grievous Angels from 
3-5 p.m. For more information visit 
discoverygreen.com.

Peripatetic Play
Ever found yourself talking yourself 
out of heading out to an event be-
cause it’s across campus? A travel-
ing one act play from Martel College 
is going to put an end to that, pre-
miering six different performances 
at six different residential colleges 
so you have no excuse not to attend 
one of them. Did I mention this 
one-act is not only being performed 

by  Rice students and directed by a 
Rice student, but was also written 
by a Rice student? This one-act, The 
Failures, was written by Martel se-
nior Maggie Sulc. The plot centers 
on the interaction between a con-
testant on a singing show who has 
horribly botched her audition and 
a reporter backstage, and the inter-
view goes anything but as planned. 
This evening’s performance will be 
held at Baker at 8 p.m. For a list of 
the other performances please visit 
facebook.com/events/433450160025
454/?fref=ts.

Ossuary outing
Does the upcoming All Hallow’s Eve 
have you wanting to stroll through 
graveyards in hopes of reenacting Mi-
chael Jackson’s “Thriller”? Well, you 
may not get the heebie-jeebies but 
you’re sure to find the Orange Show 
Eyeopener Tour, “Houston’s Grave-
yards: The Graveyard to Eternity” a 
thrilling tour. Lead by author and ex-
pert on Houston’s cemeteries,Marks 
Hinton, this tour will provide you 
the opportunity to walk through the 
marble monuments of Glenwood, 
College Park and Founds cemeteries 
while celebrating the lives of notable 
Houstonians. The tour will depart 
from the Orange Show Center for Vi-
sionary Arts in a luxury motorcar and 
will return at 6 p.m. Tickets are $40 
for Orange Show members and $60 
for non-members. Visit orangeshow.
com for more information.

The Cantinera
This evening the Humanities Research 
Center’s Rice Seminar on Human 
Trafficking: Houston Connections 
presents a screening of The Cantinera 
and a discussion with the film’s direc-
tor, Ruth Villatoro. This documentary 
exposes a form of human trafficking 
taking place in U.S. nightclubs. This 
form of sex slavery is known as “can-
tineras” or “cantina girls”, in which 
young women are forced by fraud and 
coercion to consume large amounts 
of alcohol and prostitute themselves 
for a living.  The film follows the sto-
ry of a cantinera, an advocate and a 
vigilante while revealing the powerful 
crime organization behind this form 
of sex slavery. The screening begins 
at 7 p.m. in the Rice Cinema Auditori-
um and a discussion with the director 
will be held in the Main Gallery of the 
Rice Media Center. Space is limited so 
please RSVP to laurenk@rice.edu.

Blame it on Rio
Did the closing ceremonies of the 
2012 Olympics leave you with post-
partum depression and an Olym-
pic-sized void in your life? Then get 
yourself busy learning more about 
the city hosting the next summer 
games: Rio de Janeiro. Today from 
5-7 p.m. Bruno Carvalho will be 
presenting a lecture on the inter-
sections of urban development and 
cultural history in Rio with his lec-
ture  “Rio de Janeiro, City of Moni-
kers: Marvelous and Integrated, 
Divided and Olympic.” The talk will 
be held in Sewall Hall 309 and is 
open to all students.
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No means no
This week is Rice Women’s Re-
source Center’s “Consent is Sexy 
Week,” a week which aims to raise 
awareness about sexual assault 
prevention and different aspects of 
sexual consent on Rice’s campus. 
In honor of this week, the RWRC in 
conjunction with the Wellness Cen-
ter present “An Evening with Nancy 
Schwartzman: Screening of The 
Line & Discussion.” Join the nation-
ally renowned filmmaker in Keck 
Hall from 7-8:30 p.m for a screening 
of her documentary The Line and a 
discussion on sexual violence pre-
vention. Seating is first-come, first-
served and advanced RSVP to sign-
up.rice.edu/wwseries is requested.

Drug Disquisition
Election season and the prolifera-
tion of political debates may have 
you wanting to know more about 
global issues currently affecting 
our country. For instance, you may 
be hearing a lot about the drug-war 
south of the border but have no real 
idea what’s going on. Guest Lec-
turer Laura Carlsen’s “The Human 
Cost of Mexico’s Drug War: Health 
Effects on Women, Migrants, and 
Youth” should leave you with a 
deeper understanding of this im-
portant situation. This lecture will 
be held in McNair Hall’s Anderson 
Family Commons from 6-7:30 p.m. 
The lecture is free and open to all 
students but you must RSVP to csw-
gs@rice.edu.

Guide to globetrotting
Hoping to study abroad soon but 
lacking a passport? Fear not; to-
day from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. there will be 
a Passport Fair held for those who 
are new passport applicants. This 
fair is for those applying for their 
first passport, renewals will not be 
reviewed at the fair. For a reduced 
wait time, head over to the RMC’s 
Meyer Conference Room with your 
passport forms and RSVP. Alterna-
tively, walk-ins are welcome. Visit 
www.delivery.rice.edu/News.cfm for 
more information on forms and RS-
VP-ing.

Let your hair down
Celebrate the dawning of the age of 
Aquarius and 80th birthday of Mi-
los Forman, director of the 1979 film 
adaptation of the Broadway Musical 
Hair, with the Museum of Fine Arts’ 
screening of Hair. His film, which 
departs from the plot of the hit mu-
sical, highlights the counter-culture, 
political tensions and sexual libera-
tion of the sixties while showcasing 
iconic songs like “Good Morning, 
Starshine,” “Age of Aquarius” and, 
of course, “Hair.”  The screening will 
be held in the MFAH’s Law Building 
from 6-8 p.m. Tickets are $6 for mem-
bers and $7 for non-members. Visit 
mfah.org/films to purchase tickets.



misclass
last week’s winners:

“How did you not know you were covered in blood?”
-my girlfriend

The best submissions each week will be awarded a free hot food item from The Hoot!

“Sometimes, I wish I were 
a dog, so I could get away 
with humping random peo-
ple” -Graham Hogg

Dad!! My dad is casually racist

Tip for getting ladies: Turn 
your room into a designated 
“No Pants Zone.” That way, 
the first obstacle in your 
quest for poon is removed. 
Everyone has to comply. It’s 
the law.

This test is f**$*g me in 
the ass, and not in the fun, 
experimental way.

Sorry I can’t fulfill all of your 
carnal pleasures.

Kevin “Smooth Moves” Mc-
Donough

Wanna have sex with the 
“drift king?” Call (713) 517-
8400

“There is a freshman: get in 
top of that”

Honestly. when I’m not busy, 
I’m lazy.

“Damn. I wish I had a vagina.” 
- RC

#centenniweird

Stay in! You little f*#k. I love all of you, and that’s 
not funny.

“Inconstheebable!”
- DL

BRC: Big Red Cock

I heard Helena Dick owns 
the hoot

Is ravi memes Likes bongs, sucks dick F**K RPC

“My future wife is in middle 
school.” - Ben

I enjoy “Organic Chemistry 5th 
Edition” by Marc Loudon as a 
little light reading before bed. 
It’s classy. 

“Only you can prevent forest 
fires”- Kelvin Pho

Jeff Brown is a *$%# juggling 
thunder *$*%*# who likes 
**##$* around his *$#$.

Is Centennial. No more 
Sallyport

That feeling when 60 naked 
people jog past Leebron 
and he struts on like it don’t 
matter

All I want to do is watch Ti-
tanic, drink champagne out 
of our matching Lovett Ser-
vice Awards and make sweet, 
sweet love. #LovettPrez

“I don’t believe in physics” 
-Mrs. Dr. Dunning

“That’s not what handle bars?”  
-Kevin Young

“In that case, I’ve been in many 
orgies” –Dante Zakhidov

Holla Holla get $$$Hoot sucks

the Rice Thresher MISCLASS 23Friday, October 19, 2012

sponsored by

“Go to pub, hook up with him, then ask him to Esperanza.  
All problems solved in one sentence.” - Lauren Rutherford

Tweet your “misclass 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass.

Post your “misclass” 
on the Backpage’s 
facebook wall.

Write your “misclass” 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.



CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

C a s h ,  c h e c k  o r  c r e d i t  c a r d  p ay m e n t  m u s t  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t ,  wh i ch  m u s t  b e  re ce ive d  b y  1 2  p. m .  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

classifieds@rice.edu
Wanted
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and Ener-
getic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate is $20 
to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  We provide 
all training, all training is paid, and we pay for 
travel.  Email your resume to rice-jobs@test-
masters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact 832-
428-8330 and email resume to siyengar777@
gmail.com

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING SQUARED, a 
private tutorial service, needs part-time tu-
tors in Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, 
Phsyics, Spanish, English, Economics, and 
Finance. Flexible hours. EXCELLENT PAY. No 
house calls. Office located close to campus. 
713-528-7085

Seeking in-home tutor for two 4th graders to 
help with Language Arts, Math, and Reading 
homework. Located 1 mile from Rice.  Flexible 
hours (weekday evenings and/or weekends).  
$20/hour.  832-724-4232 or 713-522-1136.

Varsity Tutors has many students seeking 
smart tutors for math, science, languages, all 
other subjects and test prep. Competitive pay 
and make your own schedule. Only online ap-
plications will be considered.  Please apply at: 
http://www.varsitytutors.com/houston-tutor-
ing-jobs.

Tutors needed: Bellaire area multidisci-
plinary group seeks experienced, responsible, 
dependable  individuals to tutor in specific 

subjects; teach study and organizational skills; 
and do test preparation. Great opportunity in 
progressive group. Send resume to drsusan@
capshouston.com

2 AKC registered English Bulldogs for free, if 
interested please contact; ffbenneth@gmail.
com

Tutor needed for 16 year old boy in 10th grade.  
Focus on English, Math, and Science.  Galleria 
Area.

Internet Sales Positions.  Sell Internet web-
site and social media products. Heights loca-
tion.  Weekly Pay. Morning and afternoon shifts.  
Apply @ http://housbm.com/careers.html or 
call directly @ 713.492.0025

Lawyer near campus needs part-time help: 
general clerical, typing, research, writing, er-
rands.  We have had at least five former Rice 
students work in this position that have gone 
on to become attorneys.  Reply to freddietrich@
msn.com.

Experienced Calculus Tutor for high school 
student. Generally, one time during the week 
and Saturdays. Hours very from 1-2 hrs each ses-

sion; more sessions during major tests and or 
finals.  Tutoring location:  near Town and Coun-
try and Beltway 8. Please do not respond if you 
have no tutoring experience.Please respond by 
emailing                         jmkdpkbak56@aol.com  
Thanks!

Algebra II and Chemistry tutor needed for lo-
cal high school student.  Live very close to Rice. 
Email ljaaronson@gmail.com with “Rice tutor” 
in subject line.

Abejas Boutique on Kirby seeks part time sales 
gurus for the Holiday season and possibly lon-
ger.  Our ideal team member has: retail experi-
ence, a positive attitude, an eye for styling and 
fashion, excellent interpersonal skills.  Please 
email your resume to: ryan@abejasboutique.
com

WORDORIES:  A Place Where Word Meets Story.  
Vocabulary.  Humorous.  WORDORY.WORD-
PRESS.COM

Elite Private Tutors, a Houston-based Rice 
Alumni’s company, hiring tutors in ALL sub-
jects.  Flexible schedule, hip team culture, FREE 
HOME-COOKED INDIAN FOOD every month, 
CAREER MENTORSHIP with Rice Alumni, and 

HIGH PAY PER HOUR!  You must own/have ac-
cess to a car, passion for working with students, 
and interested in helping them drive great 
grades.  If you are available only in December 
in Houston, please apply too!  Email us at elite-
privatetutors@Yahoo.com if you are interested 
ASAP. Local stars helping rising stars!

HELP WANTED: Convert small C program to run 
on NVIDIA CUDA platform using Visual Studio 
2008.  Location: Woodlands. Time est.: Less 
than 4 hours; $75. $50 bonus for success.  walt 
281-367-2258. walt.colquitt@gmail.com

I am seeking an After-School Nanny who can 
pick my daughter up from a nearby middle 
school at 3pm and stay/study with her in my 
Med Center home until 6ishpm.  Must have 
own transportation and safe driving record. 
713.524.5558 or csbirdwell@live.com. 

Family looking for part-time household orga-
nizer/assistant. Duties include errands, shop-
ping, returns. Helping family with daily tasks 
with children, after school activities. Close to 
Rice. Must have car, good driving record, clear 
criminal background. Serious inquiries only. 
Contact lancedavis@davisholdingslp.com.

Most Rice Owls know that this past Wednesday, Chief Justice of the United States John Roberts visited Rice University. But what they 
may not know is that before he joined the Supreme Court, Roberts was just another wacky Harvard Law School student graduating magna 
cum laude in 1979.  And everyone who has read President David Leebron’s Wikipedia page knows our dear president also graduated in 
1979 magna cum laude from Harvard Law School. But what only the most prominent legal scholars know is that in the summer of 1978, 
the dynamic duo got into an old Volkswagon Van dubbed the “Brandies Bus” and traveled the country with their loveable pooch Hutch, 
solving the grooviest court cases this country had to offer. The following are their most righteous adventures:

The Case of the Spooky 
Prospector v. The Aban-
doned Gold Mine (169 
P.2d. 666, Colo. App., 1978)

A gold mine previously thought 
abandoned in fact had  an untapped 
vein of gold in a secret passageway. 
This clandestine wealth was only 
known to one “Fightin’ Jack” Rick-
ers, a caretaker of the mine. Rickers 
created a device to project the image 
of a ghost prospector from a local leg-
end out of an old toilet paper roll and 
flashlight in order to scare the kind, 
elderly couple who owned the mine 
into selling it. 

Leebron, writing for the court, 
held that Rickers was not liable for 
the tort of intentional inflection of 
emotional distress because the cou-
ple could not prove any real damages 
or emotional harm other than hold-
ing each other close and looking wor-
ried. Roberts also said that since the 
caretaker had lived in the mine for 20 
years in an open and notorious man-
ner without any real compensation, 
he in fact had secured an adverse 
possession. Therefore, the court 
awarded the mine and its gold to Old 
Man Rickers. Roberts concurred in a 
separate opinion. Pooch Hutch ate 
some rocks in the mine and contract-
ed a very bad tummy ache.

The Case of the Float-
ing Axe v. The Creaky 
Mansion (96 P 69 
Conn., 1978)

Our favorite legal trio encountered 
an old mansion haunted by a float-
ing axe created by a neighbor and 
irritable septuagenarian “Old Man 
Warren” using a lumberjack’s axe 
and a piece of string attached to the 
roof. “Old Man Warren” enacted this 
scheme to scare developers from vis-
iting the house and tearing it down. 

Writing for the court, Roberts said 
that for the purposes of the Anti-Axe 
Act of 1867, the axe was in fact not an 
axe because the statue specified the 
axe had to be used with the sole in-
tent for murder to be illegal. However, 
Roberts said that the axe was an axe 
when considering the torts of tres-
pass and assault and that “Old Man 
Warren” must pay damages. There-
fore, the axe is both an axe and not 
an axe. Leebron dissented because 
he felt that logic would never hold 
up in a higher court of law. Pooch 
Hutch got stuck in a closet and be-
came hungry. 

The Case of the Ghost 
Tractor v. The Creepy 
Corn Field (420 P.3d. 696 
Mo., 1978)

      In rural Missouri, the gang ran into 
American Civil Liberties Union law-
yer and certified babe Ruthie Gins-
burg working on a separate case, Du-
ren v. Missouri (1978). Ruthie helped 
out when corrupt mayor John Spear 
used a bicycle pump and a John 
Deere tractor to give the townspeople 
the belief that their land was haunted 
by a ghost tractor in an attempt to 
force them to sell their property so he 
could build a big, polluting factory 
that would destroy the local town.
      Ruthie, guest writing for the court, 
held that Spear had grounds for an 
eminent domain taking of the farm-
land for economic development. 
Leebron concurred, but Roberts dis-
sented, pointing out that townspeo-

ple would still have their land if it  
were not for those meddling 

and overly broad interpreta-
tions of the Fifth Amend-
ment. Pooch Hutch got into 

a fight with some crows in the 
field. 

check out page 23 for some groovy misclass
The backpage is satire written by Alex Weinheimer and Anthony Lauriello.   

Email comments and questions to purple@rice.edu.

the Rice ThresherBACKPAGE Friday, October 19, 201224

the summer of ‘78
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