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A letter from the editors
W      elcome to the Thresher’s Centennial Issue. We have de-

cided to join in on Rice’s Centennial Celebration this week 
by putting out a special commemorative issue. You will 
not find our paper’s normal sections here — instead, we 

have taken a look back at the university’s last 100 years to try to put 
it all into perspective.

In doing this issue we have discovered a wealth of knowledge 
ranging from important facts to interesting quirks. We have been able 
to take a look at how many of the traditions we take for granted today 
came to fruition and how maintaining those traditions often involved 
a struggle between administration and the students -- and we hope 
that we can start applying some of the lessons of the past hundred 
years to problems we will be facing in the next hundred years.

We have looked to highlight some of the more eccentric moments 
in Rice history, some of which is common folklore and some of which is long forgotten. From reading 
about the famous 180 prank to discovering that Hanszen cheated on Beer Bike way before Sid Rich-
ardson ever dared to, we hope that you’ll enjoy learning about many of the incidents that molded the 
distinctive culture that has come to define Rice.

We have asked several student leaders to write about their thoughts on Rice’s future, and we have 
put in our two cents about what Rice needs to do in the next century as well. Whether you are an 
undergraduate student, an alumnus visiting campus for the Centennial Weekend or another member 
of the Rice community, we hope what you find in these pages will inspire you to join the conversation 
about what Rice can be and what we want it to be as it starts the long journey to another hundred 
years.

We hope you enjoy the issue and the remainder of the Centennial Weekend. Please shoot us a mes-
sage at thresher@rice.edu and let us know what you think.

Ryan Gupta
Seth Brown
Editors in Chief, the Rice Thresher
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by Seth BrOwn and Ryan Gupta
EditOrs in Chief

Become a global academic leader
A priority for Rice over the next 

century should be establishing itself as 
a force in academia. We are certainly an 
accomplished and respected institution, 
but the title of truly elite still escapes us. 
By becoming a true leader in academia, 
we will draw the highest-quality students 
and professors and be more equipped to 
make contributions to society – and those 
contributions will have the potential to be 
truly transformative. 

While the definition of an academic 
leader is undoubtedly subjective, it in-
cludes elements of being internationally 
recognizable and having nearly unas-
sailable respect of others. It cannot be 
quantified through U.S. News and World 
Report rankings or any other metric, but 
it is a worthwhile goal.

We need to better capitalize on our 
location. We are in the energy capital of 
America, and that is something worth em-
bracing. We certainly focus on energy at 
the Baker Institute, but we should spend 
the next 100 years devoting all resources 
necessary to developing our energy policy 
center into the best in the world. Energy 
is already a topic whose importance can-
not be understated, and it may very well 
become the most important topic in the 
world over the next century; this move 
will allow us to shape many of the most 
important discussions that will occur in 
the country and the world over that time. 

We also have a top-notch medical com-
plex as our neighbor. This is a fact that we 
frequently serenade prospective students 
with, and the research, employment 
and volunteer opportunities available 
to undergraduates because of the Texas 
Medical Center are exceptional. However, 
we need to further integrate ourselves 
into the medical community by initiating 
more collaborative programs, focusing on 
the development of medical technologies 
and outcomes in research, acquiring a 
medical school and setting a new bar for 
American medical education, or heighten-
ing the importance of health care policy 
research at the Baker Institute.

Rice has experienced what it means to 
be on the forefront of a field through its 
professors’ work in nanotechnology and 
carbon nanotubes. Focusing on being a 
leader in other specific niches will allow 
us to catapult into a greater leadership 
role in academics overall. Whether it is 
through energy policy research, medi-
cal advances or breaking research in a 
new field, Rice must strive to be at the 
forefront.

Improve Athletics at Rice
You don’t have to be tuned into 

SportsCenter eight hours a day to be 
benefited by an improved athletics pro-
gram at Rice. Certainly, more successful 
teams would contribute to school pride, 
add a currently missing dimension to the 
undergraduate experience and provide 
student-athletes the opportunity to compete 
at a high level. However, a solid athletics 
program would contribute to Rice’s overall 
recognizability on a national, and perhaps 
even international, scale. As recognizabil-
ity improves, not only will athletics grow 
progressively stronger at Rice, but Rice will 
also benefit academically from the ability to 
recruit a higher-quality students and profes-
sors alike. 

Schools such as Stanford University, 
Duke University, Northwestern University 
and the University of California, Los Ange-
les, have proven to the world that academic 
success and athletic competitiveness are 
not mutually exclusive. These schools have 
a rigorous standard of admission but still 
manage to be nationally competitive in mul-
tiple sports or consistent title contenders 
in a given sport. Rice certainly has a solid 
foundation upon which to build. Baseball 
has been a strong program for Rice; how-
ever, recent underperformance in baseball 
paired with little success in most other 
sports, particularly high-revenue sports, has 
called the quality of Rice’s athletics depart-
ment into question.

There are certainly elements to consider 
in improving an athletics department. Fund-
ing is a zero-sum game, and for the most 
part, money spent on athletics is money 
not spent on academics. However, diligent 
athletic-focused fundraising and the realiza-
tion that ultimately, investments paid into 
athletics will be rewarded in the academic 
realm, help alleviate that concern.

Rice has already started making efforts 
to improve athletics with plans to build a 
new football facility in Rice Stadium. This 
renovation will be a key aspect to improving 
recruitment and team quality in the future. 
With the current locker room facilities, which 
are said to be less impressive than the locker 
rooms of many Texas high schools, and 
recent lackluster performance on the field, 
recruiting a high-quality class seems like a 
nearly impossible task. Similar projects will 
be necessary to lure the best athletes in the 
country to Rice. We are already able to boast 
about the great education student-athletes 
will receive at Rice; now, it is time to start at-
tracting athletes for the quality of the teams 
they will play on as well.

Rice is a great institution with stellar 
academics, impressive research and well-
rounded educational offerings; however, 
athletics is the final frontier of excellence 

for Rice to conquer. Doing so will increase 
Rice’s visibility and ultimately contribute to 
making Rice a better academic institution.

Expand wisely
Expansion of the university is a desir-

able goal. It will contribute to the amount 
of academic opportunities available for 
undergraduate students and the breadth 
of research conducted at Rice and will 
significantly expand the future alumni 
network and postgraduate opportunities 
for students. However, expansion is a tricky 
initiative, and if executed incorrectly, it 
could undermine many of the elements that 
have come to uniquely define Rice over the 
past century.

In expanding, Rice will need to add 
a proportional number of residential 
colleges. To put more students into each 
existing college without an increase in 
number of beds could negatively impact 
the on-campus culture that is so impor-
tant to Rice. Similarly, Rice needs to make 
sure that the amount of faculty and other 
student resources also grow to meet the 
needs of the growing undergraduate 
population. General facilities will also 
need to be addressed on campus. Recent 
projects such as the Barbara and David 
Gibbs Recreation and Wellness Center 
and Brockman Hall have been welcome 
additions; however, there is still work to 
be done in terms of important projects. 
Particularly, Rice needs a new student 
center to replace the current one, which is 
significantly worse than peer schools’ stu-
dent centers and is becoming inadequate 
to house student organizations and serve 
as a true social hub for campus.

Finally, Rice needs to be careful to not 
alter its culture throughout this expan-
sion process. As the number of students 
continues to grow, certain traditions 
become amplified, and administration 
feels the need to intervene for the purpose 
of increasing student safety. Of course, 
student safety is a priority, but it needs to 
achieved in a manner that does not under-
mine the traditions and fiber of this uni-
versity. Recent efforts to cut back Baker 
13, possibly close Willy’s Pub and mitigate 
Dis-O are just a few examples of Rice 
traditions under attack. While the reasons 
for the administration’s intervention in 
many cases are valid, it is important to not 
dismantle any of these traditions.

Rice has achieved a lot over the past 
century but has done nothing greater 
than building a culture that separates it 
from any other university in the world. 
As Rice moves into the next century, the 
expansion of Rice is an exciting prospect, 
but Rice should be sure to not move away 
from the features that truly define it.

The Editors’ Vision for the 2nd Century
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Biologist entrepreneur Craig Venter is perhaps 
best known for his work in mapping the human 
genome using a technique known as “shotgun 
sequencing.” His current work as president of 
the J. Craig Venter Institute includes research 
on building synthetic life; in 2010, Venter and 
his team became the first to successfully create 
synthetic life. Venter received the National 
Medal of Science in 2008 and has been listed in 
the magazines Time the New Statesman as one 
of the world’s most influential people.

Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas received the Pritzker Architecture Prize in 2000 
for his work on new modern and unconventional architecture. 
Koolhaas, a professor at Harvard University since 1995, first gained attention 
through his architectural firm, the Office for Metropolitan Architecture, which 
he founded in 1975. 

Angel investor Esther Dyson’s investment focus is in space and technology 
start-ups (among others, she has invested in Space Adventures and 
Flickr. Dyson has also done a good deal of technology-industry writing, 
including long-running Release 1.0, which she edited until 2006, and a 
prophetic 1994 piece, published in 1995 in Wired magazine, on the future 
of intellectual property with the growth of the internet.

Centennial Celebration sChedule
J. Craig Venter, human genome pioneer
“From Reading to Writing the Genetic Code”

tudor Fieldhouse

3-
4:

15
 pm

Four Short talkS
Centennial Lecture Series speakers give half-hour talks

tudor Fieldhouse

8-
10

 pm

north and South bloCk partieS
Kick off the Centennial weekend with your respec-
tive college cohort with food, music and games.
north and South Quads

4:
30

-7
 pm

Comedy in the grand hall
A comedic performance brought to you by RPC.

grand hall, rmC

10
-1

1:3
0 

pm

WedneSday, oCtober 10
rem koolhaaS, pritzker prize-winning architect
“Architecture as a Global Practice”

tudor Fieldhouse

10
-1

1:1
5 

pm

eSther dySon, international angel investor
“Traveling Behind the Scenes”

tudor Fieldhouse
1-

2:
15

 pm

Shirley ann JaCkSon, rensselaer polytechnic president
“Valuing Science: Exploring our Past, Securing our Future”

tudor Fieldhouse

3-
4:

15
 pm

toWn hall: Student ViSion For the 2nd Century
Students will present their vision for Rice’s second century.

grand hall, rmC

4:
30

-7
 pm

real World roundup With alumni
Informal networking with young alumni. 

doré Commons, baker hall

7:
30

-9
:3

0 
pm

mr. riCe talent ShoW
Cheer on your college’s best for a good cause in a night filled 
with talent, charm and humor. Dessert bar to follow. 
grand hall, rmC

9 
pm

homeComing pub night
Join Rice Alumni at Willy’s Pub for a chance to reconnect and 
grab a drink with old friends. 
Willy’s pub, rmC

10
 pm

 -2
 am

 

thurSday, oCtober 11

Physicist Shirley Ann Jackson became the first female and first African-
American president of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1999 after 
having served as chairman of the United States’s Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission since 1995. Jackson, whose research has included particle 
theory and material properties, has worked at Rensselaer to implement 
the “Rensselaer Plan,” which is meant to expand the university’s role in 
technology research. 

Undergraduate students will have the 
opportunity to meet with alumni from the 
classes of 2002-2012 to network and discuss life 
after Rice. Students will rotate among groups of 
alumni to ask questions about the culture shock 
of leaving Rice, careers in various industries and 
whatever else they can persuade young alumni 
to tell them about.
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WORLD PREMIERE CONCERT

The Shepherd School Symphony Orchestra features the world 
premiere of William Bolcom’s single-movement Ninth Symphony, 
commissioned for Rice’s Centennial. 

October 11, 12, 14 
7:30-10 PM 
Stude Concert Hall

FISCHER DUO FACULTY RECITAL

Cello professor Norman Fischer and piano teacher Jeanne Kierman 
Fischer will play a variety of works composed by Shepherd School 
faculty. 

Sunday, October 14 
2-4 PM 
Alice Pratt Brown Hall

RICE DESIGN ALLIANCE GALA

The Rice Design Alliance will hold its annual gala in the Founder’s 
Court tent. 

Sunday, October 14 
6-11 PM 
Founder’s Court

Centennial Celebration sChedule
aCaDEMIC pROCESSION aND CENTENNIaL aDDRESS
The academic procession and President Leebron’s keynote 
address will salute the Formal Opening of Rice.
academic Quad

9:
30

-1
1:1

5 
pm

CENTENNIaL pICNIC
A birthday picnic with food trucks, a live DJ and inflatables.

Central Quad11
:3

0 
pm

 -1
:3

0 
pm

CENTENNIaL ESpERaNza
With a live DJ, delicious food and the ambiance of a downtown 
club right on campus, this Esperanza will be like none other.
Centennial Tent, Founder’s Court

10
 pm

 -2
 am

STuDENT RESEaRCh pOSTER SESSION
A showcase of student research with prizes

Grand hall, RMC

1-
4 

 pm

pRESIDENTIaL paNEL
President Leebron will discuss the future of higher educa-
tion in a global world with visiting university presidents. 

Shell auditorium, McNair hall

2-
4 

 pm

ThREE DECaDES OF ExECuTIvE LEaDERShIp
Former Rice presidents and board chairs will meet to dis-
cuss leadership through the decades. 

Tudor Fieldhouse4:
30

-5
:3

0 
 pm

FRIDaY, OCTOBER 12

hOMECOMING TaILGaTE and FOOTBaLL GaME
The Centennial-sized tailgate will have food, drinks, and festival 
activities. The game against UT-San Antonio starts at 2:30 p.m.
Rice Stadium

NO
ON

COLLEGE OpEN hOuSES
Colleges invite alumni back for the student finale of 
Centennial and celebrate in their own style.
Individual Colleges5:

30
-7

:3
0 

pm

SpECTaCLE IN ThE aCaDEMIC QuaD
A sound-and-light extravaganza under the stars.

academic Quad

10
:4

5 
pm

aRChITEChTRONICa
The Architecture Society’s annual media party: a multi-senso-
ry rave complete with visuals, sound, and dance. 
anderson hall11

:3
0 

-2
:3

0 
am

SaTuRDaY, OCTOBER 13

Panelists Include: 
Rector Ivano Dionigi, Università di Bologna  
President LI Jiajun, Tianjin University  
President Umran Inan, Koç University 
President Shirley Tilghman, Princeton University 
President Joachim Treusch, Jacobs University Bremen

ChIEF JuSTICE JOhN G. ROBERTS, JR. 
“A Conversation with the Chief Justice”

Tudor Fieldhouse

3-
4 

 pm

WEDNESDaY, OCTOBER 17

Under United States Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts, the supreme 
court has ruled in favor of both President Barack Obama’s healthcare 
reform and the nonprofit group Citizens United. The latter ruling prohibits 
the government from limiting independent political expenditures by 
corporations. Roberts, who took his seat on the Supreme Court in 2005 
under President George W. Bush, also worked in the administrations of 
Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H. W. Bush.

OThER EvENTS
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While Rice’s history dates 
back to 1912, the first-
ever college jack at Rice 
University did not oc-

cur until the first Beer Bike in 1957, an 
appropriate dual rise of Rice’s two most 
glorious traditions. Baker College can 
brag about winning the initial Beer Bike, 
but it is Hanszen College that can boast 
about performing Rice’s first-ever jack: 
Hanszen retaliated against its disquali-
fication by stealing one of Baker’s new 
bicycles. 

Perhaps the most defining jack in 
Rice’s history took place on the night of 
April 11, 1988, when a group of dedicated 
students, primarily from Wiess College, 
rotated the iconic statue of William Marsh 
Rice to face Fondren Library, turning his 
back on Lovett Hall. The Wiessmen used 
only $400 and a 24-foot A-frame ladder 
– as well as code names based on X-Men 
characters – to pull off this infamous 
jack, which ended up causing a contro-
versy when the subcontractor hired by 
Rice to reverse the jack, Art Mechanics, 
Inc., ended up charging $1,000 and dam-
aging the statue. According to the 1988 
edition of the Thresher, the jackers sold 
enough T-shirts to not only pay the re-
quired fee, but also throw a party.

The 55-year history of jacks includes 
pranks both innocent and nasty, venge-
ful and clever; the tradition of colleges 
playing practical jokes on each other pre-
cedes many of the colleges themselves. In 
an act of unrivaled anticipation, Hanszen 
mounted a sign resembling the McDon-
ald’s logo that read “McMurtry’s: Super-
sizing Rice” before the construction of 
McMurtry College was even finished.

Similarly, Martel College’s first years 
faced claims of eminent domain and the 
brunt of almost all of the other colleges’ 
malevolent creativity. In a declaration 
of college colonialism, in 2002, Brown 
College asserted its claim on Martel, 
which was built on a Brown parking lot, 
by planting a several-hundred-pound 
concrete slab in the Martel quad, a jack 
which would become a Brown tradition. 
In 2005, Wiess listed Martel on eBay.

Brown has exhibited some of the most 
technically impressive jacks through-
out the years. The college has a running 
theme of bathroom attacks, disabling 
the locks in Jones College and turning 
Will Rice College’s showers into soup dis-
pensers. Former jacks coordinator Pierre 
Elias (Brown ‘11) likened the process to 

performing magic in that a great jack, 
like a great magic trick, requires a decoy 
to avert attention.

“Freshman year, we went to Will Rice 
and took down the shower curtains and 
bathroom stall doors and hid them, but 
the real jack was that we unscrewed the 
shower heads and put bouillon cubes 
inside them,” Elias said. “They thought 
they knew what the jack was, but then 
when they showered, they were shower-
ing in chicken soup.”

Elias also noted the importance of 
spending a lot of time planning the jack 
and making something difficult look 
easy, which came into play the next year 
in a jack on Jones. 

“I went to [Student Health Services] 
and said I was head of student health 
and filled my backpack with three or four 
hundred condoms,” Elias said. “Each 
condom holds five gallons of water. After 
30 or 40 condom balloons exploded, we 
mastered the giant condom water bal-
loons. The idea was to bring around 25 
to Jones and lay them on tables in the 
commons because you could lay a bal-
loon down, but you couldn’t pick it back 
up or it would explode. Everyone thought 
that if [the balloons] got there to the com-
mons, they could just move them. Over 
and over, they would try to pick them up 
and they would explode.” 

Some jacks are just classic, like pump-
ing soap into the Fairy Fountain, the wall 
Hanszen traditionally builds to block 
out Wiessmen, Sid Richardson College’s 
orc raids, putting Bengay on toilet seats, 
stink bombs, flooding bathrooms, stack-
ing tables, and stealing water balloons, 
furniture and silverware to distribute 
at other places on campus. Sometimes, 
these traditional jacks have been com-
pletely blown up: One year in the ’80s, 
some pranksters expanded on the typical 

jack of filling an entire room with news-
paper or popcorn by putting a weather 
balloon in a room in Will Rice and then 
pumping the balloon full of water so that 
it filled up the entire space, almost col-
lapsing the floor. 

Jacks coordinator and Hanszen senior 
Peter Johanningman described an epic 
jack that involved several colleges jack-
ing and anti-jacking each other at the 
same time. 

“My freshman year, some guys at Mc-
Murtry had gotten drunk and thrown a 
table off the fifth-floor balcony,” Johan-
ningman said. “We decided we wanted 
to commemorate that table by giving it a 
proper burial. About 15 of us went to the 
McMurtry Commons around 2 a.m. and 
started moving a bunch of their tables 
outside to their sand volleyball pit. Pretty 
quickly, we were spotted by some over-
enthusiastic McMurtry freshmen who 
decided to try to stop us with water guns, 
but we simply ignored them and kept go-
ing. Before too long, though, they started 
using water balloons. We thought it was a 
bit weird that they would waste balloons 
instead of saving them for the fight on 
Beer Bike morning, but it turned out they 
had actually stolen a trash can of Mar-
tel’s water balloons, and Martel was not 
happy. Suddenly, several dozen Martel-
ians showed up, having just completed a 
jack on Jones, and helped us by pulling 
every single chair and table from McMur-
try outside. We buried one table upside 
down with its legs sticking up, and then 
built a four-table-high pyramid around 
it. Next, we pushed most of their chairs 
down into the sand to look like grave-
stones. Finally, we took a whiteboard out 
of their commons, set it next to the pyra-
mid, and wrote an epitaph for their poor 
deceased table.”

There was actually a $500 cash prize 
for the most creative (and nondestructive) 
jack in 2000, organized by Brown’s Beer 
Bike coordinators with contributions 
from all of the colleges. The winning jack 
was a tie between a group of Wiessmen 
who replaced Hanszen’s “Super HerO-
Week” applications around campus with 
“Crack Ho-Week” forms, and a group 
of Lovetteers who distributed a census 
to “record the statistical information of 
each colonist into the Imperial Record.” 
It was noted that each colonist “by con-
stitutional law counts as [three-fifths] of 
a person.”

Some jacks have not been so success-
ful. In the ’80s, there was a rash of fire 
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people over talking 
about jacks and think-
ing about your college 
as a very special place.
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alarm pulls, and in the ’90s there were 
prank phone calls that students found 
annoying. 1992 was a particularly disrup-
tive year: Sidizens affixed stickers that 
said “Sid Rules” to cars in other colleges’ 
lots. All of the doors to South Jones were 
locked with bicycle locks, which RUPD 
had to use a blowtorch to remove. One 
night, Sidizens filled Brown’s dryers with 
shrimp before turning them on, causing 
Brown to veritably kidnap Sid’s presi-
dent, locking his neck in a bike lock until 
he proclaimed Brown’s superiority (he 
was apparently released without actu-
ally having to do this). In 2008, an un-
authorized jack performed by students 
from Will Rice seriously injured several 
people. Students strung nearly invisible 
webs of fishing wire across campus, often 
at throat level, which hurt a couple of bi-
cyclists.

Every college has unjackable items, 
but that has not stopped colleges from 
being creative about getting to these for-
bidden objects. One year, Wiess made 
a giant pig out of rebar to wrap around 
Hanszen’s guardian, giving the statue 
a suggestive hug from behind without 
any actual contact. Another year, Brown 
made a house around the guardian out 
of concrete cinder blocks, but the real 
joke was when Hanszen students tried 
to rescue the guardian the next day with 
a sledgehammer and accidentally bent 
the guardian’s sword, not realizing the 
blocks were hollow.

But why, during a time as significant 
as Rice’s Centennial, is it important to 
recognize the importance of Rice’s jack 
culture? Wiess senior and former jacks 

coordinator Lisa Anne Hendricks said 
jacks bring the colleges together.

“Jacks are fun; they are great for 
friendly rivalry and bonding with your 
college,” Hendricks said. “They are a big 
part of college identity.”

Elias said it is because the experi-
ence stays with you after you graduate 
from Rice.

“Rice is special because of the college 
system: the ability to create a small, co-
hesive family,” Elias said. “Nothing gets 
you feeling like the person sitting next to 
you is your brother like playing a prank. 

You really bond with people over talking 
about jacks and thinking about your col-
lege as a very special place. It gives you 
a reason to mess with people and make 
you feel closer to the people you are do-
ing it with.”

Johanningman said it is about hav-
ing fun, rather than just annoying oth-
er colleges.

“Jacks make Willy Week the time ev-
ery year when I stop caring about any-
thing else that’s stressing me out and run 
around campus in the middle of the night 
causing trouble,” Johanningman said.

Top 10 jacks you need to know about
Legendary jacks that will live forever in infamy
1. 180: In one of the most iconic jacks to date, Willy’s statue was rotated to face Fondren Library and turn his back on the Sallyport.
2. In the mid-’80s, pranksters pennied shut the doors to Sid’s top floor and used two-by-fours to keep the elevator doors stuck open 

on the floor. Because of a college night at the same time, no Sid students were on the floor, and students were effectively locked 
out of Sid’s top floor for several days.

3. Hanszen covered Willy’s statue in plastic and “sold” it to the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, for $2,370,000.
4. Gerbil Infiltration: In 2007, Brown faked a giant gerbil escape in Sid by leaving gerbil poop everywhere and posting “Have you 

seen this?” signs with photos of gerbils.
5. Gross Misjack: Jones students filled a garbage can with urine, feces and beer to pour all over Brown, but were surprised by 

Brown students in the commons and deserted their potion. Brown students dumped the waste onto Jones’ own couches.
6. SidGov: In 2004, Lovetteers sent letters to Sidizens’ parents informing them of their child’s probation for blowing off their re-

sponsibilities to the Sidney Richardson Colony, causing an uproar of furious and disappointed phone calls. 
7. Gzilcher: Before the pre-Beer-Bike water-balloon fight became an institution, Wiess’ weapon of choice was the Gzilcher: a mas-

sive slingshot made from surgical tubing used to aim water balloons at Hanszen’s sundeck to drench its internal stairwell.
8. Jack of Mass Destruction: Willy Week 2004: Hundreds of students from all the other colleges attacked Martel, causing about  

$10,000  worth of damage and the cancellation of the Beer Bike parade, which was quickly reinstated after threats of a campus-
wide riot.

9. Free War Pig: In 2004, Wiess’ $3,000 floating mascot was cut free by an anonymous, pig-hating vigilante, quelling Wiess’ war-pig 
mania until a giant wooden one was constructed last year.

10. Jazz Hands: Students from a college rumored to be Baker broke into Will Rice’s storage closet the night before Beer Bike, painted 
their hands, stuck handprints all over and wrote “Jazz Hands” across Will Rice’s jerseys. The next day, Will Rice was mad that its 
jerseys were covered, but it still won. That year, Will Rice didn’t sweep – Jazz Hands swept.



College founders
Students wear their founders’ names on T-shirts and scream them at other students during cheer battles, but 

who are those people for whom our colleges are named? From famous oilmen and philanthropists to William Marsh 
Rice’s personal attorney and the university’s first president, the founders of Rice’s residential colleges all shared 
one common love for education and Rice University.
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Captain James A. Baker
Baker College (1957)

Baker, William Marsh Rice’s personal attorney, is most famous for helping prove that Rice’s supposed will, 
which left the majority of his estate to Rice’s lawyer Albert Patrick, was forged. Baker, originally from Huntsville, 
Texas, was a friend of Rice’s and executor of Rice’s previous will. When the new will was called into question, 
Baker rushed to New York, where the investigation into Rice’s murder was taking place, and proved that Rice’s 
real will instructed that his large fortune be used to establish the Rice Institute. Baker became the first chairman 
of the board of trustees for the Rice Institute in 1891, and he held the position until he died in 1941.

William M. Rice Jr.
Will Rice College (1957)

Rice, a Houston businessman and Rice Institute trustee from 1899 to his death in 1944, was the nephew of Rice 
founder William Marsh Rice. He was named chairman of the board of trustees after Baker’s death in 1941. Rice was 
instrumental in selecting Edgar Odell Lovett as the university’s first president, and it was he who went to Princ-
eton, N. J. to offer the position to Lovett. When Rice died, he left a fortune of more than $2 million to the university, 
the first large gift that the university had received since the original endowment from Rice’s uncle.

Harry Clay Hanszen
Hanszen College (1957)

Hanszen, one of the original founders of Humble Oil, which would later become Exxon, was a member of the 
board of governors at Rice, serving as chairman from 1946-1950. Hanszen was a progressive thinker and essential 
in helping to guide Rice into the post-World War II era.

Harry Carothers Wiess 
Wiess College (1957)

Wiess made his fortune in the oil business and was another of the original founders of Humble Oil. He gradu-
ated from Princeton University, where he was a student of Lovett’s. In 1944, he became a trustee of the Institute. 
Like Hanszen, he was a progressive thinker and pushed Rice into the post-war era. Upon his death, he left money 
for the founding of a new dorm, Wiess Hall, which became Wiess College.

Mary Gibbs Jones
Jones College (1957)

Mary was the wife of Jesse H. Jones, former secretary of commerce, onetime owner of the Houston Chronicle 
and one of the benefactors of the city of Houston. Jesse, a friend of Lovett, wanted to give money to Rice to build 
the first residential college for women. In September 1957, the Houston Endowment, funded by the Joneses, gave 
Rice a $1 million grant to build a college for women.
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College founders
Students wear their founders’ names on T-shirts and scream them at other students during cheer battles, but 

who are those people for whom our colleges are named? From famous oilmen and philanthropists to William Marsh 
Rice’s personal attorney and the university’s first president, the founders of Rice’s residential colleges all shared 
one common love for education and Rice University.

Margarett Root Brown
Brown College (1965)

Margarett was the wife of Herman Brown and sister-in-law of George R. Brown, a Rice graduate and member 
of the board of trustees. In October 1963, George donated $1 million through the Brown Foundation to establish a 
second women’s college at Rice to be named after his late sister-in-law. As a nod to Margarett’s fondness for the 
arts, Brown College originally housed a variety of art and furniture donated by the Brown family.

Edgar Odell Lovett
Lovett College (1968)

Lovett, a mathematics professor, served as the first president of the Rice Institute from 1912 to 1946. Original-
ly from Shreve, Ohio, Lovett taught at universities across the country before ending up at Princeton University. 
While he was at Princeton, then-president of the university Woodrow Wilson recommended him for the presi-
dency at the new Rice Institute. William Marsh Rice Jr. offered Lovett the position, and in 1908, Lovett accepted 
and moved to Houston.

Sid W. Richardson
Sid Richardson College (1971)

Richardson, a lifelong Texan, made his fortune in the oil and cattle industries and gave much of his money 
to philanthropy. He was a big supporter of education and wanted to use his money to help education in Texas. 
Although Richardson was never actively involved in the university, the Sid Richardson Foundation donated $2 
million for the creation of a new residential college.

Anne and Charles Duncan
Duncan College (2009)
Charles (’47) attended Rice as an undergraduate and Anne (’69) as a graduate student. Charles, a prominent busi-
nessman, ran his family’s business, Duncan Coffee Company, which later merged with the Coca-Cola Company. He 
eventually rose to be president of Coca-Cola. Charles later served as the United States deputy secretary of defense 
and then the secretary of energy under President Jimmy Carter. He served as chairman of the board of trustees at 
Rice from 1982 to 1996. Charles and Anne made a large donation to Rice to create the newest residential college: 
Duncan College.

Burt and Deedee McMurtry
McMurtry College (2009)

Burt and Deedee both graduated from Rice in 1956, and Burt served on the board of trustees from 1988 to 2004. 
Burt was even a student member of the committee that developed the residential college system. Today, Burt 
works as a venture capital investor in the Silicon Valley, and Deedee is a trustee of the American Conservatory 
Theater in San Francisco. The McMurtrys chose Rice to be one of the benefactors of their philanthropy.

Marian and Speros Martel
Martel College (2002)

Speros Martel, an immigrant to the United States from Greece, was a self-made millionaire. He was an 
important leader in the Greek community of Houston, and when he earned his fortune, he wanted to give to the 
city of Houston and its institutions. Luckily for Rice, the person handling his estate was closely tied to Rice, and 
Martel’s philanthropic foundation, the Marian and Speros Martel Foundation, donated money to Rice in 1998 to 
fund the creation of a ninth residential college.
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    “He’s 40 yards out, 30 yards out, ready, 
set, chug!” Over the past 50 years, Rice Univer-
sity students representing their respective col-
leges have come together each spring to cheer 
and participate in the largest intercollegiate 
competition at the university. Since its estab-
lishment in 1957, Beer Bike has survived on-
lookers’ disapproving opinions about the race 
and has transformed into a unique event in 
which students can drink beer, eat food, throw 
water balloons and participate in a bike race.

On April 12, 1957, the Rice Thresher an-
nounced the tentative details for the first-ever 
Beer Bike, then called “Bike Race.” The race 
was to be included in Rondelet events after the 
now-nonexistent tradition of SongFest. The 
race was originally planned to be a whopping 
15 miles long, starting somewhere in Houston 
and ending on campus. However, this plan 
was quickly discarded, and the first Beer Bike 
race was held on campus to allow for more un-
dergraduate participation. The track, around 
two miles long, began by the gym (present-day 
Tudor Fieldhouse), went down to Lovett Hall, 
and then up the service road, where racers had 
to stop and chug a quart of beer before they be-
gan the second half of their lap. After chugging 
their beers, racers went across the field to the 
stadium and then through the parking lot back 
to the gym, where they passed their bikes on to 
the next racers.

Each college had teams of 10 men and its 
choice of two women from the female colleges 
to complete an extra 11th lap. The winner of the 
first 10 laps would win a trophy, and the win-
ner of the 11th lap would receive a keg.

May 5, 1957 marked the first-ever Beer Bike 
race, organized by Clayton Williams (Lovett 
‘57), Larry Whitmire (Baker ‘58) and Fred 
Woods (Jones ‘58). Baker College was the first 
college to win the intercollegiate competition, 
with Will Rice College taking second place and 
Wiess College earning third . Hanszen Col-
lege was the first college to ever be disquali-
fied when the team broke a few rules and got 
thrown out of the running.

With great excitement for the race, Bak-
er’s cabinet purchased a brand-new $80 
bike for Baker’s racers. Seeing this as an un-
fair advantage, Hanszen fearlessly stole the 
new bike before the race and gave it to its 
female racer, Margie Wise (Jones ‘58), to use 

in the last lap of the race. Hanszen’s antics 
did not stop there; the college’s team fell 
behind in the race and chose to cut in front 
of the library in a “long shortcut” instead 
of making the full loop around Lovett Hall.

Beer Bike got a better footing in 1958 when 
field activities were planned around the race. 
The university held games such as paddle ball 
and sack racing before the bike race and served 
food for students afterward. Even in its early 
years, the big race was already feeling pressure 
from observers. For instance, students asked 
the physical education department whether 
it would be willing to sponsor the event, and 
in response, the department declared that it 
would not sponsor the race unless there was 
a proper training period for the racers and beer 
chugging was omitted. Despite lack of spon-
sorship, the race became an annual event, and 
in 1959, the Thresher printed, “Beer-bike race 
by intramural field,” which marked the first 
appearance of the word “beer” in the event.

The issue of minors consuming beer con-
tinued to cast a shadow on Beer Bike. The 
drinking age was 21 at the time, and many 
Houstonians opposed the inclusion of alco-
hol in the race. In 1961, the Houston Chronicle 
also protested the race by publishing raging 
editorials about the “degeneracy of Rice stu-
dents,” which prompted letters to the editor 
and to the university administration, includ-
ing one that said Rice had the wrong leader-
ship seeing as it “pours beer and whiskey into 
[its students’] veins and warps their minds 
with unbelief in God.”

Over time, Beer Bike became more than 
simply beer chugging. It was a competition 

that united students with their colleges and 
allowed them to practice and fight for their 
honor on the racetrack. The race became more 
serious in 1964, the first race to boast neither 
injuries nor bike malfunctions. 1964 was the 
year Hanszen won its first Beer Bike race. Fifth-
year Hanszenite Ron Keating’s (‘64) four-year-
old lap record of 1:59.1 was broken 15 times 
during the race and was finally set at 1:50.7 by 
Keating at the end of the race. Homer Walker 
(‘66), another Hanszenite, also set the record 
for fastest chug by guzzling a 24-ounce “tall 
boy” in 3.2 seconds. This was a far cry from 
the original Hanszen men’s team that relied 
on sneakiness to try and beat the opposing 
teams. Hanszen also introduced the push-start 
method, which failed miserably in 1960 when 
the team first attempted it but has since been 
perfected.

With men setting lap and chug records, 
women were left feeling less and less enthusi-
astic about their small involvement in the race. 
In an effort to include more women in the Beer 
Bike festivities, Tea Trike was born. Tea Trike, 
established in 1966 and continuing until 1972, 
was for Brown College and Jones College wom-
en only and preceded the main Beer Bike race. 
It served not only as a way to provide friendly  
competit ion  
b e t w e e n 
Brown and 
J o n e s ,  
b u t 

a l s o 
as a 

BeerBike
   by Theresa Masciale
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ed the race by publish-
ing raging editorials 
about the “degeneracy 
of Rice students.”
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way to retain “Southern belle gentility” and 
“lovely grace and feminine sophistication.” To 
achieve this, tea was chugged from flower-cov-
ered beer cans, posteriors could not leave the 
tricycle seat and teams were made up of seven 
females racing seven laps.

The main Beer Bike race also received a 
makeover in 1968 when the racetrack was 
moved to the stadium parking area. The track 
was shaped like an oval. Each racer had to 
complete two laps.

The ’70s brought an incredible amount of 
growth for Beer Bike and took it in the direc-
tion of the Beer Bike we know today. After the 
termination of the Tea Trike race, Brown and 
Jones women formed their own teams and 
competed in the first Beer Bike women’s race 
in 1974. Kris Wingenroth (Baker ‘76) was the 
first female to compete in the men’s Beer Bike 
race in 1975. The Baker team was lacking in 
racers, so Wingenroth stepped up to the plate. 
The next year, she went on to lead the Baker 
women’s team to victory, which resulted in the 
first college sweep.

Colleges also started creating themes for 
themselves by the ’70s, and in 1976, Sid Rich-
ardson College was the first to establish a 
parade-like tradition when it came to the race-
track carrying torches. Its chuggers arrived on 
an ambulance, which was followed closely by 
a brass band playing “Bugler’s Dream,” the 
Olympic anthem. In an attempt to keep up with 
Sid Rich, Will Rice arrived on CitiCars (one of 
which broke down), Hanszen arrived on dilapi-
dated pickup trucks, Jones in a U-Haul truck 
and the Wiess team wrapped itself completely 
in American flags.

1976 was also the year in which Lovett wore 
matching shirts bearing its motto, “We may 
not finish … but we always come.” Choosing to 
acknowledge the lighter side of a friendly com-
petition, Lovett purchased absurd bikes, such 
as a bike for two, a unicycle, a high-wheeler, a 
motorcycle and a rickshaw. Lovett inevitably 
lost the race, but it won the most laughs.

In 1977, Hanszen reverted back to its sly 
ways and found a loophole in the rules. The 
rule concerning racers who starte early stated 
that they would receive a seven-second pen-
alty. However, the seven-second penalty ap-
plied to any racer who started early; it did not 
matter whether the racer started five seconds 
early or two minutes early. Thus, Hanszenites 
sent out multiple racers onto the track and fin-
ished minutes ahead of the opposing colleges, 
even with the seven-second penalty. Hanszen 
was disqualified but was still declared the “un-
official” winner of the race; Will Rice was the 
official winner.

1977 was the first year corporate sponsors 
began supporting different college teams. 
Coors Brewing Company sponsored Brown, 
and Schlitz Brewing Company sponsored Sid 
Rich. Since the drinking age was dropped to 
18, brewing companies found no reason not to 

support the races. However, some companies’ 
tunes changed in 1987 after the drinking age 
was increased to 21 in September of 1986. 1987 
was the first year that water was offered as a 
chugging alternative for minors participating 
in the race.

The 1980s brought the first alumni race in 
1982, and the race was broadcast on televi-
sion for the first time on the Home Sports En-
tertainment Network in 1983. With the race’s 
popularity skyrocketing, the stadium parking 
lot became an unsuitable host for Beer Bike. 
Hackerman Field was paved behind the sta-
dium in 1985 and has since been the site of the 
Beer Bike races. 

In 1988, Will Rice announced in the Beer 
Bike issue of its college newspaper, The Phoe-
nix, that it purchased 100 water balloons to un-
leash on an “unsuspecting college” the Friday 
before the race. Beer Bike soon adopted this 
tradition in place of the original SongFest, and 
it has since played a major role in the event. 
Willy Week was coined in the ’90s as a term 
used to describe the week preceding Beer Bike. 
During this week, colleges jack others and 
come together days in advance to fill hundreds 
of balloons in preparation for the fight. 

By 2001, each college was allowed a flat-
bed truck to load up with trash cans filled 
with water balloons. Volunteers stood by their 
trash cans in the truck and handed balloons to 
their college peers to be thrown at the faces of 
the students of opposing colleges. The trucks 
moved along the Inner Loop to form a water-
balloon parade, stopping in certain places to 
allow students to grab balloons. The parade 
disappeared in 2011, however, when injuries 
and safety hazards made it too risky to con-
tinue. Founder’s Court became the new host 
for the balloon fight. The water-balloon fight 
is still being perfected to best appeal to the in-
terests of students. In 2012, Beer Bike had two 
water-balloon fights in an attempt to attract 
more students to the races, the first at Found-
er’s Court and the second at Intramural Field 1.

The colleges continue to add creative twists 
to their Beer Bike experiences. Sid Rich tries 

to cheat every year, while Will Rice practices 
nonstop to achieve the sweep. Though the tra-
ditions have changed, the emotions surround-
ing Beer Bike have not. Waking up at 4 a.m. to 
college stacks playing “Circle of Life” or “Hells 
Bells” is one of the most thrilling feelings be-
cause the day is sure to bring absolute happi-
ness, the same happiness that Wise or Keating 
must have felt racing and being part of a legacy.BeerBike
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It is difficult to imagine a weekend at 
Rice without some good old-fashioned 
coed mingling. On campus, one can ex-
pect to find a disc jockey (or an iPod with 
quality speakers) pumping out pulsing pop 
songs, a rumbling of rap or some dizzying 
dubstep on any given party night. What 
Rice students seem to crave and seek at cur-
rent social events is loud, thrumming noise 
– basically, anything that has the beat and 
bass to allow you to bop about on the floor. 
Usually, this is a floor sticky with spilled 
beverages, the air misted with colorful 
lights and the humidity requisite of a crowd 
of people in motion; the room has enough 
light for you to make out your friends on the 
dance floor and enough darkness that you 
can feel securely anonymous to dance and 
socialize with people you may never have 
met. Oh, and did I mention you’ll prob-
ably be gussied up in pajamas, a cowpoke 
getup, workout gear from the ’80s or (in the 
case of Wiess College’s Night of Decadence) 
hardly anything at all? These types of pub-
lic parties are perhaps the events that best 
exemplify the current social scene at Rice. 
Themed and informal, these parties serve 
to highlight the culture and individuality of 
a specific residential college while encour-
aging undergraduates from all colleges to 
partake in a night of inter-college mingling. 
With social events that so precisely reflect 
Rice’s unique residential college system, 
it is hard to imagine a time when social 
events were of a very different breed or even 
a time when the residential college system 
did not exist at all.

In the early decades of Rice’s social evo-
lution, the Archi-Arts Ball was the event of 
the year. This costume ball commenced in 
1922 with the theme “Baile Espanol,” fea-
turing intricately detailed decorations and 
sets (built and designed in exacting Span-
ish revival style by Rice’s own architecture 
students), and this formal affair took the 
campus by storm. In fact, the Archi-Arts 
Ball began because the annual play, pre-
viously staged in the drafting room of the 
Autry House, had been dropped with the 
1922 creation of a formal acting troupe on 
campus. However, the staggering popular-
ity of the event, which was complete with a 
buffet supper, acrobatic comedy, orchestral 
entertainment and students dancing into 
the wee hours of the morning, ensured that 
it was not just a stand-in for an abandoned 

play: It was decided with campus-wide ap-
proval that the Archi-Arts Ball would be-
come an annual event.

Perhaps one of the most significant so-
cial events in any current Rice student’s 
career takes place during the tumult of 
bonding activities called Orientation Week, 
so it should not be a surprise to find out 
that O-Week activities have been a part of 
the Rice freshman experience since the 
middle of the last century. After all, what 
better time to mix and match, mingle and 
cleave than very early in the academic year, 
before the pressure of academic life builds 
to the breaking point? What might surprise, 
however, is the marked lack of mashed-
potato fights, college cheer battles and 
scavenger hunts at these early O-Weeks. A 
1958 overview of the first week on campus 
for the class of 1962 reveals that the first-
year students enjoyed many more, shall 
we say, academic activities than one cur-
rently partakes in during the O-Week ritual. 
Not that we     do not get our share of ac-

ademic experiences during O-Week, but 
the next time you want to complain about 
what it is like sitting through an academic 
advising session while you daydream of 
the icebreakers and water-balloon fights 
to come, consider this: Early O-Weeks con-
sisted predominantly of math and English 
classes (from Tuesday until Saturday) to 
prepare first-year students for the rigor and 
expectations of scholastic life at the Rice 
Institute. The highlight of the old O-Week 
was the annual freshman picnic held at the 
H&H Guest Ranch. It was this one picnic 
that provided freshmen the chance to so-
cialize before actual classes began.

When one considers current public par-
ties on campus, the implications of having 
only coed residential colleges rarely come 
to mind (more frequently, what comes to 
mind are thoughts such as “How exactly 
does one dress ‘Eurotrash’?” or “Time to get 
to work on my NOD bod …”) – but the lack 
of coed colleges was a major factor in shap-
ing the social lives of mid-century Rice stu-
dents. It was typical of the men’s colleges of 

the era 
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Parties Years of Decadence(Wiess, Hanszen College, Baker College 
and Will Rice College) to announce public 
parties in honor of Jones College (at the 
time the only women’s residential college). 
While these parties were hosted in the col-
lege commons and lasted well into the early 
hours of the morning, they were quite dif-
ferent affairs from our current notion of 
a Rice public party. It was rare for female 
students to attend such social events with-
out a chaperone, so these parties hosting 
Jones provided a unique opportunity for 
women to meet the men of each residential 
college. The dress code was strictly semi-
formal, and activities usually included 
square dancing and games. Because these 
dances ran so late (until 12:30 a.m.), party-
goers were served breakfast at the end of 
the dance — a tradition that might need to 
be brought back.

In fact, speaking of bringing some tra-

ditions back, it might be quite instructive, 
perhaps even fun, to stage a semi-formal 
men-invite-women gala. Let’s be honest: In 
the same way that religions wrestle with the 
fundamental mystery of death, the raison 
d’etre of Rice’s social events, all residential 
college trappings and thematic folderol 
aside, is preparing for the “couples dance.” 
In fact, currently, Rice has informalized the 
“mystery dance” element of socialization 
such that the fundamental mystery is de-
mystified to the point of mundanity.

At the very least, a one-time revival of 
the Archi-Arts Ball, complete with detailed 
stage setting and props and a cross-college 
(residential and academic) cooperative ef-
fort would add a little spice to the process.

But on second thought, perhaps I’ll just 
invest in some classy Nintendo-themed 
lingerie and a Mario moustache for the up-
coming NOD ....

13



OctOber 12, 2012  |  14

The Space Race
Sept. 12, 1962, seemed like just another 

sweltering, late summer day at Rice. But it 
was anything but typical. That day, Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy daringly announced 
at Rice Stadium that an American man 
would boldly go where no man had gone 
before. 

Kennedy was speaking to a crowd of 
around 40,000 people, according to the 
Sept. 19, 1962 issue of the Thresher. The 
audience was composed mostly of stu-
dents and Houston school children, ac-
cording to Centennial Historian Melissa 
Kean. It was 10 a.m., and incoming fresh-
men were on campus for orientation.

Then-President of Rice Kenneth Pitzer 
introduced Kennedy as a visiting profes-
sor for Orientation Week. Kennedy opened 
his speech with a play off Pitzer’s joke, 
drawing laughter from the crowd.

“I appreciate your president having 
made me an honorary visiting professor, 
and I will assure you that my first lecture 
will be very brief,” Kennedy said.

Kennedy continued, lauding Rice and 
Houston, and was greeted with cheers 
from the “small but vocal audience,” ac-
cording to the Thresher.

“We meet at a college noted for knowl-
edge, in a city noted for progress, in a 
state noted for strength, and we stand in 
need of all three, for we meet in an hour of 
change and challenge, in a decade of hope 
and fear, in an age of both knowledge and 
ignorance,” Kennedy said. “The greater 
our knowledge increases, the greater our 
ignorance unfolds.”

Kennedy garnered another set of 
laughs when he again brought up the lo-
cation of his speech.

“But why, some say, the moon?” Ken-
nedy said. “Why choose this as our goal? 
And they may well ask, why climb the 
highest mountain? Why, 35 years ago, fly 
the Atlantic? Why does Rice play Texas?”

Those laughs soon became thunder-
ous applause from the crowd as Kennedy 
went on to make his bold announcement.

“We choose to go to the moon,” Ken-
nedy said. “We choose to go to the moon 
in this decade and do the other things, not 
because they are easy, but because they 
are hard, because that goal will serve to 
organize and measure the best of our en-
ergies and skills, because that challenge is 
one that we are willing to accept, one we 

are unwilling to postpone, and one which 
we intend to win, and the others, too.”

In his speech, Kennedy designated 
Houston as the center of space exploration 
and space science.

“What was once the furthest outpost 
on the old frontier of the West will be the 
furthest outpost on the new frontier of 
science and space,” Kennedy said. “Hous-
ton, your city of Houston, with its Manned 
Spacecraft Center, will become the heart of 
a large scientific and engineering commu-
nity. During the next five years the Nation-
al Aeronautics and Space Administration 
expects to double the number of scientists 
and engineers in this area, to increase its 
outlays for salaries and expenses to $60 
million a year, to invest some $200 mil-
lion in plant and laboratory facilities, and 
to direct or contract for new space efforts 
over $1 billion from this center in this city.”

Rice would play a large part in this na-
tional effort, Kennedy said.

“I am delighted that this university 
is playing a part in putting a man on the 
moon as part of a great national effort of 
the United States of America,” Kennedy 

said. “Many years ago, the great British 
explorer George Mallory, who was to die 
on Mount Everest, was asked why did he 
want to climb it. He said, ‘Because it is 
there.’ Well, space is there, and we’re go-
ing to climb it, and the moon and the plan-
ets are there, and new hopes for knowl-
edge and peace are there. And therefore, 
as we set sail, we ask God’s blessing on 
the most hazardous and dangerous and 
greatest adventure on which man has ever 
embarked.”

William B. Broyles Jr. (Hanszen ’66) 
was a freshman when he heard Kennedy 
speak at Rice Stadium.

Broyles said he was surprised by the 
magnitude of the endeavor Kennedy was 
declaring.

“That was the moment my freshman 
year when the world came to Rice and 
opened up,” Broyles said. “The idea that 
Texas would be the place where we could 
launch a man into space, the idea that a 
human would be on another planet or 
the moon, to be able to say, ‘Houston, the 
Eagle has landed,’ would have seemed 
extremely far-fetched at the time because 
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Houston seemed as far from the center of things 
as could be. When I was growing up there, it 
seemed like it was far from anything that mat-
tered, and it wasn’t.”

Kennedy’s vision was realized seven years 
later, on July 20, 1969, when Neil Armstrong 
took man’s first steps on the moon.

For many, the first thing to come to mind 
regarding Rice and space may be this famous 
speech from Kennedy at the stadium. However, 
Rice’s involvement with the field far preceded 
Kennedy’s speech.

In 1961, a year before Kennedy spoke at 
Rice, Rice alumni George R. Brown and Con-
gressman Albert Thomas, who had been room-
mates, pushed to have the NASA Manned 
Spacecraft Center located in Houston, accord-
ing to Director of the Rice Space Institute Da-
vid Alexander. The Manned Spacecraft Center 
would later go on to be renamed the Lyndon B. 
Johnson Space Center in 1973, according to the 
JSC website. Once Houston had been selected 
as the location for the center, Brown’s construc-
tion company, Brown & Root, Inc., received the 
contract for its architectural design. The MSC 
sat on 1,000 acres of land donated by Rice to the 
government, according to the 1961 NASA press 
release announcing the center’s location.

The MSC was built to be the command cen-
ter, training site and spacecraft testing site for 
NASA’s lunar landing mission and follow-up 
manned space flight missions, the press release 
states. Today, the JSC directs all NASA space 
shuttle missions, manages all activity on the 
International Space Station, and is the home of 
Mission Control and the NASA astronaut corps, 
according to the JSC website. 

A year after Kennedy’s speech, in 1963, Rice 
established the first space science department 
in the nation, according to Alexander, a profes-
sor of physics and astronomy. The Space Sci-
ence and Technology building was completed 
in 1966.

“We were involved in developing a number 
of experiments for the Apollo moon missions,” 
Alexander said. “Neil Armstrong actually 
placed a Rice dust detector on the surface of the 
moon on that first landing [Apollo 11]. There is 
a mini Rice flag embedded in one of the moon 
experiments to this day.”

Brian O’Brien, a professor of space science at 
Rice from 1963 to 1968, invented the matchbox-
sized detectors for the dust detector experiment 
study that were planted on the moon during the 
Apollo 11, 12, 14 and 15 missions, according to 
the NASA Lunar Science Institute website.

The Rice Space Institute was formed in 2000 
as part of a merger of the former Physics Depart-
ment and the Space Sciences and Astronomy 
Department (now the Physics and Astronomy 
Department). The RSI focuses on encouraging 
interdisciplinary research and education and 
collaboration with academic, industry and gov-
ernment institutions in promoting the robotic 
and human exploration of space. The RSI’s 
goals include establishing stronger ties be-
tween Rice, JSC and industry, fostering collabo-
ration with the humanities and social sciences, 
engaging the broader Houston community, and 

working toward an educational program with 
NASA, according to the RSI website.

The Wiess School of Natural Sciences 
began to pursue a more formal partnership 
between the JSC and RSI in 2011, leading to 
the appointment of Alexander as RSI direc-
tor and NASA astronaut Mike Massimino as 
executive director “on loan” from the JSC, the 
RSI website states.

Alexander said Rice is in a position to have 
such a strong relationship with NASA because 
of several factors.

“We have a long and successful history with 
JSC; we perform world-class research in a va-
riety of relevant areas,” Alexander said. “We 
have strong connections to the other major 
technical sectors in Houston – for example, en-
ergy and medicine. We are one of the strongest 
research universities in the country. We provide 
access to world-class students. We are seen as 
leaders locally and so can work with the broad-
er community to foster the necessary partner-
ships, promote space exploration and develop 
the ideas that will take us forward.”

According to Alexander, there have been 
14 astronauts associated with Rice either as 
graduates or professors, and several professors 
have worked with and for NASA over its history. 
Former JSC Director George Abbey directs the 
space policy program at the Baker Institute.

Alexander said that in the past year under 
his and Massimino’s direction, the RSI has initi-
ated the Space Frontiers Lecture Series, which 
has hosted such prominent figures as retired 
NASA flight director Gene Kranz, noted for 
directing the successful rescue of the crew of 
Apollo 13; created a professional science mas-
ter’s degree in space studies; and partnered 
with the United Kingdom Space Agency and 
Norwegian Space Center to facilitate discus-
sions about space exploration across nations.

RSI is currently working to establish syner-
gies between space and energy and between 
space and medicine, with a particular focus 
on robotics, materials science and the life sci-
ences, according to Alexander.
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The story of every Owl begins with a first 
year. From the primordial era of Rice Univer-
sity’s earliest Guidance programs to the es-
tablishment of the modern Orientation Week, 
freshman and new student programs have 
been integral to Rice’s 100-year history. While 
the methods have changed considerably, the 
reported goal has remained incredibly stead-
fast: Prepare incoming students to adapt and 
thrive as Rice students.

Even before the residential college system, 
Rice had slimes. It was the name that predomi-
nantly sophomores gave to freshman dating as 
far back as the 1920s. These slimes were what 
new students were called before they “evolved” 
into true freshmen after Thanksgiving break. 
Slime rules were strict, and in retrospect, most-
ly hilarious. Some of these early rules included 
wearing a bright green slime cap at all times, 
donning bright red suspenders on Fridays, only 
smoking cigarettes (pipes and cigars were re-
served for upperclassmen), carrying matches 
at all times to light upperclassmen’s tobacco 
products and finally, compulsory attendance at 
all football games.

In addition to these rules, various traditions 
also began to take form during this period, the 
most significant of which included the slime 
parade, greased pole climbs and “brooming.” 
The slime parade was traditionally an experi-
ence that involved all freshmen parading down 
the streets of downtown Houston while sing-
ing the mandatory chants at spontaneous pep 
rallies along the way. The parade culminated 
in a party at the Rice Hotel. The greased pole 
climb was exactly what one might imagine: Ev-
ery freshman sought top honors by climbing a 
greased pole for a special slime cap. Brooming 
has a somewhat confused history but appears to 
be a tradition in which sophomores challenged 
freshmen to fencing-style battles with brooms 
as the primary weapons.

During World War II, the Thresher report-
ed that many of these traditions were lost, but 
a revival movement in the late 1940s created 
a sophomore-run Guidance Committee that 
sought to revive old traditions. The result was 
the rebirth of Guidance, but the program itself 
would become a hotly contested issue for the 
better part of the 1950s.

“Now, I’m not sure in what way I was guid-
ed, but I am damn sure how I was hazed,” 
Bill Heyck wrote about his experience as a 
freshman in 1956.

Heyck’s voice was not alone. Throughout the 
1950s, Thresher editorials made clear that Guid-
ance was a controversial issue. The Thresher it-
self took a strong stance against the harassment 
it saw in the program. Around this time, how-
ever, an even bigger development was taking 
shape that would permanently alter the course 
of Rice’s handling of new students. That change 
came in 1957, when Rice established its now-
defining residential college system.

Just before the system was fully enacted, 
the administration put the Guidance Pro-
gram under university control. The entirely 
sophomore-based tradition of questionable 
intention was over, but it nonetheless left a 
void. Even with a moderate backlash to the 
new residential college system, the students 
made an important decision that helped 
shape the modern O-Week. That decision was 
to let each college operate its own orientation 
program. Although the administration would 

Orientation
   by Reed ThOrnburg
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be more involved, the implementation was 
the responsibility of all returning students.

Then, in 1961, the terms “Freshman Week” 
and “Orientation Program” entered the com-
mon lexicon as new forms of freshman Guid-
ance. It was also at this time that Hanszen Col-
lege pioneered a program in which “advisers” 
directed Freshman Week and served as infor-
mative contacts throughout the rest of the year. 
Hanszen also created a position of “coordina-
tor,” who was tasked with the responsibility of 
creating a complete plan for the program. Baker 
College planned for this revolutionary 1962 year 
by integrating group discussions as a core com-
ponent of its Freshman Week; it also founded a 
bonding weenie roast.

Also during the early 1960s, it was decided 
that some university-wide traditions should 
remain to ensure integration of the entire class. 
The slime parade marked the finale of Guid-
ance for the men’s colleges and shortened the 
program from its traditional length, which had 
been until Thanksgiving break. Jones College’s 
Guidance ended during its traditional annual 
game of powderpuff football.

By the mid-’60s, Guidance had all but fad-
ed, and its usage in the Thresher’s editorials 
became something of a synonym for hazing. 
Still, some colleges kept milder traditions 
alive and required that freshmen wear some 
form of distinguishing dress on Fridays until 
Thanksgiving.

Another defining movement during this 
period was the motion to include academic 
counseling as an important aspect of Fresh-
man Week. Additionally, there began an im-
portant development to help new students 
with sustained advising throughout the year, 
as opposed to the previous system, which 

ended early in the first semester.
Soon, the position of freshman orientation 

coordinator was standardized across campus, 
and the individual colleges sent out reading lists 
to facilitate seminar-type discussions during 
Orientation Week. Also, the tradition of a full 
seven-day orientation week was formally estab-
lished, and various traditions such as compul-
sory cap-wearing were slowly phased out.

Slowly, Orientation Week developed an 
identity, but under this more formal program, 
some issues were made clearer. In the 1970s, 
one prominent issue was the growing isola-
tion Rice football players felt due to conflicting 
commitments and practice schedules and the 
increasingly planned activities of Orientation 
Week. These athletes felt their respective coor-
dinators had not effectively taken this into 
consideration, and the coordinators began 
working with Head Coach Al Conover in the 
1970s to create a more effective combined 
schedule. This student-run movement also 
called attention to how important Orienta-
tion Week was becoming to both academic 
advising and social development.

In the late 1970s and throughout the 1980s, 
Orientation Week continued developing some 
of the characteristics that still distinguish the 
modern O-Week. New students began taking 
the Honor Code exam and the English compe-
tency exam, and the formalization of the ma-
triculation ceremony began. Students began 
going to Judicial Review Committee presenta-
tions, and students living off campus were re-
quired to live in the colleges for the week. Even 
with these similarities, some elements were still 
markedly different, including the rowdy tradi-
tion of the alcohol-fueled Casino Party.

“Friday evening is the social highlight of 

Freshman Week. The Casino Party, held in the 
grand ballroom, features blackjack, dice, danc-
ing and champagne, champagne, champagne,” 
Kathryn Payne (Brown ’80) reported for the 
Thresher.

As orientation moved closer to its modern 
incarnation, its famously chaotic schedule ap-
peared more and more pronounced, and the 
term “O-Week” came into vogue at the end of 
the 1980s. Also during this period, in near con-
junction with the shifting of the Texas age of al-
cohol consumption, the masters and coordina-
tors made the decision that even of-age advisers 
were prohibited from drinking during O-Week. 
This policy of a dry O-Week was then codified 
within Rice’s Alcohol Policy in 1989.

Throughout the 1990s, the tradition of per-
forming “jacks” during O-Week expanded, in-
cluding one infamous year in which Sid Rich-
ardson College freshmen repainted the sign to 
Jones, effectively confusing a massive group of 
new families on move-in day. Finally, the last, 
most significant development in the history of 
orientation at Rice was the relatively modern 
creation of an overarching theme. These themes 
distinguished the colleges and created slight 
variations on the otherwise standardized O-
Week. In some ways, the themes now show the 
lasting influence of Rice’s earliest Orientation 
Week traditions of mandating specific dress 
codes on Fridays.

As Rice ages past its centennial, it becomes 
all the more important that O-Week continues 
its process of growth. In order to best prepare 
students for a school filled with such idiosyn-
crasies, it is imperative this pattern of grappling 
with tradition while embracing change never 
dies. Just as slime become freshmen, O-Week 
should keep evolving.
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Student Leaders Speak

Before I even knew what the SAT was, I 
knew about Rice.  I visited the campus, wore 
my Rice sweatshirt (which inspired many 
“Hey, you’ve got rice on your shirt!” jokes), 
and knew of its academic rigor before I could 
even fathom what college actually meant.  
As the daughter of a Rice alumnus, I was also 
familiar with Baker College, the building 
my dad lived in while at Rice. It wasn’t un-
til I began the college search in high school 
that I realized exactly what “Baker” meant 
in a Rice conversation. As I went to info ses-
sions and other Rice events, I saw my dad’s 
interactions with fellow alumni, each con-
versation including a reference to the college 
system.  From an outsider’s perspective, the 
attachment to a residential building seemed 
excessive. After becoming more familiar with 
the culture at Rice, it began to make more 
sense. After becoming a part of that culture, 
it all seemed to fit into place.

If you ask my dad what the residential 
college system meant to him, he’ll describe 
it as his home of four years. Baker was where 
he met friends in college and where he en-
joyed those moments of “hang-out time.” He 
describes himself and his fellow Bakerites as 
identifying with the personality of their col-
lege and judging the other colleges based on 
those associations. At a time when some col-
leges were still single-sex, Bakerites like my 
father identified with their coed personality.  
He admits to having more Baker pride than 
Rice pride and his only non-Baker friends be-
ing from his classes. Whenever he returns to 
campus, he looks on at the structural chang-
es with awe – and some sadness. The home 
he became so accustomed to has become 
something he is unfamiliar with.

If you ask me what the residential col-
lege system means, I would describe it as my 
home during my time at Rice. Many of my 
friends are from Baker, and you can find me 
at Baker during most of my free time. When 
representing Baker campus-wide, I try to 
adhere to the identifying features  the rest of 
the college clings to so dearly. As someone 

who has been involved in both campus-wide 
and Baker-specific activities, I’ve learned 
the transition to hating other colleges to the 
point of disgust is much easier and quicker 
than anticipated. Just hearing the words 
“Will Rice” during Willy Week is enough 
to get my heart racing and a river of exple-
tives to flow from my mouth. There are times 
when I find myself caring more about what 
goes on at Baker than what goes on at Rice 
as a whole. I think about what Baker might 
be like in the future, and it frustrates me that 
what I do now will have little to no impact on 
future decisions.  I want Baker to stay like the 
Baker I know, with the only changes being 
those that are for the better.

In the future, I hope the residential 
colleges remain institutions of commu-
nity.  I want all students to feel as though 
their colleges provide them with a home, a 
place where they can comfortably be who 
they want to be. I want colleges to open 
up lifelong friendships, while not neglect-
ing the amazing individuals at the 10 lesser 
colleges. I hope college personalities are 
flexible enough for all members to feel as 
though they were put in the perfect col-
lege. I want colleges to provide academic, 
career and life resources to suit every mem-
ber’s needs. I hope that while we take huge 
pride in what our colleges accomplish, we 
never forget the real reason we are here 
and never neglect all of the opportunities 
that Rice University gives us. I hope that 
college members continue to support each 
other in all of their campus-wide endeavors, 
whether it is attending Shepherd School of 
Music performances, cheering on our Rice 
Owls or coming out in full force in campus-
wide elections. I want college members 
to accept change and to realize that their 
current homes will belong to new groups 
of students in a few years. I hope when I 
am asked by a future Bakerite about what 
Baker meant to me, he or she will nod along 
in agreement with everything I say. Baker 
was my home and where I learned the kind 
of person I am and want to be. To Jone-
sians, Jones was their home and where they 
learned about their strengths and values. 
Sid provides the same to its Sidizens, just as 
each college does to its members.  Though 
our future employers will be impressed 
with the name on the degree, we will know 
that part of Rice’s contribution to our suc-
cess was what we gained from our colleges. 
I hope the residential colleges never stop 
giving students a place where they can fully 
become whoever it is they were meant to be.

At 10, I knew I wanted to play soccer in 
college, and I knew I wanted that college to 
be Rice. As the daughter of two collegiate ath-
letes, competition and sports were staples in 
my household. Thanks to my lovely parents, 
this competitive drive was instilled in me at 
a very young age (read: at birth) and is a ma-
jor contributor to where I am today. For better 
and worse, athletics has defined my time at 
Rice. As an athlete representing your univer-
sity, you miss your fair share of college. End-
less college nights, Thursday nights at Willy’s 
Pub – any night at Pub, really – Thursday and 
Friday classes, Screw-Yer-Roommate, Baker 
13, NOD, cabinet, afternoon activities – the list 
goes on. But I’m not sure I would have made it 
through Rice without athletics. It gave me an 
instant support system for a wide-eyed fresh-
man from Michigan. It gave me opportunities to 
meet incredible people, like Condoleezza Rice 
and Lynn Elsenhans. Athletics has given me 
the opportunity to lead a group of individuals 
as the voice of all student-athletes. It has given 
me interview prep and etiquette dinners. It has 
given me Rice pride. It has given me a constant 
talking point. It has given me no-questions-
asked, always-there-for-you best friendships. 
It has given me an excuse to hand out suckers, 
drive around the Inner Loop screaming and 
make music videos to promote our games. It 
has given me time-management skills (missing 
over 20 days of school every fall makes that in-
evitable). It has given me the skills to succeed 
in the classroom, namely hard work, persever-
ance and teamwork. Most importantly, though, 
it has given me the chance to learn and prosper 
at Rice both in and out of the classroom. Today, 
I am in my last season of competitive athlet-
ics and my last year of college, both of which 
are equally hard to grasp. I am grateful for the 
many opportunities and lessons athletics has 
given me, and I will look fondly back on my 
time here at Baker College and the soccer field. 
I am proud to say I’ve played four years of Divi-
sion I varsity soccer, but at the end of the day, I 
will be more proud to say I am a Rice graduate 
– just like my mom, and just like my two sisters. 

Maria Picket
Baker College President

Andie Obermeyer
Student-Athlete Advisory 

Committee President



  |  OctOber 12, 2012 19

Student Leaders Speak

Rice’s Centennial lineup – Esperanza, 
headliner speakers, the homecoming foot-
ball game, alumni reunions – will defi-
nitely be an extravaganza to remember. 
While the celebrations are an important 
part of the student Centennial experience, 
it is equally valuable to recognize the Cen-
tennial as a symbolic moment for the Rice 
community. As students, it is easy to get 
caught up in the grandeur of all the fes-
tivities and overlook the fact that the Cen-
tennial is a prime opportunity to reflect 
on and embrace what we as Rice students 
have achieved.

Currently, Orientation Week and Beer 
Bike are the two events of the year when 
the student body is most engaged and 
its members share the same excitement. 
While the Centennial has not resonated 
with the same degree of enthusiasm as 
has waking up at 5 a.m. for Beer Bike, the 
Centennial is, in fact, a testament to just 
how influential we are as a student body.

The entire journey of preparing for the 
Centennial has been awe-inspiring; I’ve 
watched my peers leverage this momentous 
occasion to be more than just a convenient 
break from our normal routines. The Cen-
tennial has served as a time of reflection 
and learning. From putting together exhib-
its of past O-Week books and picture mon-
tages dating back to the ’60s to organizing 
alumni powderpuff matches and bringing in 
former college leaders to share stories, each 
residential college has managed to celebrate 
and recount its roots.

Rice is unlike any other institution in 
that, in large part, the campus is student-
run. Yet despite our strong sense of com-
munity, Rice is often socially divided, 
which hinders collaboration. However, 
the Centennial has made a case for stu-

dents to transcend all precedent, and for 
the first time, we have seen a large-scale 
partnership between a variety of interests, 
such as athletics, architecture, civic en-
gagement and the colleges, to put together 
a program that caters to nearly every seg-
ment of campus. 

More than just programming, students 
have done an outstanding job of using 
the Centennial as a platform to advocate 
for student interests. On a campus that is 
largely undergraduate focused, we as a 
student body have managed to tag-team 
with the graduate population to rally be-
hind the need for a new and improved 
student center. As a result, we hope the 
launch of a student center design contest 
will demonstrate to alumni and potential 
donors that a new student center is our 
top priority. The necessity of a new cen-
tral facility has yet to be prioritized by the 
administration, but students have dem-
onstrated passionate commitment to the 
cause. Even more admirable is the work 
that has been done to create a campus-
wide conversation to identify the Student 
Vision for the Second Century. This initia-
tive has served to provide an outlet for stu-
dents to share what they value most about 
Rice and what they hope to see in Rice’s 
future. Students are taking ownership and 
have caught the attention of the campus, 
ranging from the board of trustees to staff 
and faculty, by creating an open dialogue 
about the Rice student experience.

As a whole, the Centennial is not only a 
chance to celebrate the great strides Rice 
has made, but also a time for us students 
to stand together and reflect upon old tra-
ditions, create new ones and envision a fu-
ture for the next generation of Owls. This 
entire collaborative process goes to show 
how impactful students on this campus 
really are, and this is truly the most defin-
ing aspect of Rice. The power of student 
initiative plays an integral role in shap-
ing the legacy of Rice, and while we have 
shaped the Centennial to be meaningful to 
us students, this is not the end. What we 
have accomplished during this Centennial 
should become an annual homecoming 
tradition in which we unite as a communi-
ty and celebrate Rice more than just once 
every 100 years.

At 10, I knew I wanted to play soccer in 
college, and I knew I wanted that college to 
be Rice. As the daughter of two collegiate ath-
letes, competition and sports were staples in 
my household. Thanks to my lovely parents, 
this competitive drive was instilled in me at 
a very young age (read: at birth) and is a ma-
jor contributor to where I am today. For better 
and worse, athletics has defined my time at 
Rice. As an athlete representing your univer-
sity, you miss your fair share of college. End-
less college nights, Thursday nights at Willy’s 
Pub – any night at Pub, really – Thursday and 
Friday classes, Screw-Yer-Roommate, Baker 
13, NOD, cabinet, afternoon activities – the list 
goes on. But I’m not sure I would have made it 
through Rice without athletics. It gave me an 
instant support system for a wide-eyed fresh-
man from Michigan. It gave me opportunities to 
meet incredible people, like Condoleezza Rice 
and Lynn Elsenhans. Athletics has given me 
the opportunity to lead a group of individuals 
as the voice of all student-athletes. It has given 
me interview prep and etiquette dinners. It has 
given me Rice pride. It has given me a constant 
talking point. It has given me no-questions-
asked, always-there-for-you best friendships. 
It has given me an excuse to hand out suckers, 
drive around the Inner Loop screaming and 
make music videos to promote our games. It 
has given me time-management skills (missing 
over 20 days of school every fall makes that in-
evitable). It has given me the skills to succeed 
in the classroom, namely hard work, persever-
ance and teamwork. Most importantly, though, 
it has given me the chance to learn and prosper 
at Rice both in and out of the classroom. Today, 
I am in my last season of competitive athlet-
ics and my last year of college, both of which 
are equally hard to grasp. I am grateful for the 
many opportunities and lessons athletics has 
given me, and I will look fondly back on my 
time here at Baker College and the soccer field. 
I am proud to say I’ve played four years of Divi-
sion I varsity soccer, but at the end of the day, I 
will be more proud to say I am a Rice graduate 
– just like my mom, and just like my two sisters. 

Sanjula Jain
Student Association President
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Presidential commencement 
address
Norman Hackerman addresses the 
class of 1985 at commencement. 
Between 1971 and 1990, Rice did 
not invite special commencement 
speakers to campus; instead, Hack-
erman, president from 1971-85, and 
later George Rupp, president from 
1986-93, addressed the graduating 
classes. Hackerman came to Rice 
after three years as president of the 
University of Texas at Austin.

Rice class of ‘26 blasts off
Joseph Sweetman Ames speaks 
at the Rice University 1926 com-
mencement. A professor of physics 
at Johns Hopkins University, Ames 
is best known for being one of the 
founding members of the National 
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, 
the agency that would later become 
NASA. After speaking to the graduat-
ing Rice students, Ames went on to be 
awarded the Langley Gold Medal, an 
award given by the Smithsonian Insti-
tute for achievements in astronautics.

Philology and Architecture
The second graduating class, the 
class of 1917, listens to commence-
ment speaker William H. Carpenter, 
American philologist and provost 
of Colombia Univeristy. Edgar Odell 
Lovett, the president of the Rice 
Institute at the time, can be seen 
wearing an academic hat with a 
tassle.  On the far left in the white 
bowtie is William Ward Watkin, a 
practicing architect who helped de-
sign the Rice Institute and was the 
head of the architecture department 
at the time.

Looking back on 
commencement
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The future of Rice that I envision is one 
of greater restraint. During my time at Rice, I’ve 
noticed the elimination, or at least the discour-
agement, of student-run institutions and tradi-
tions. Rice has had such good reviews for stu-
dent happiness already; hopefully, no one will 
try to fix what’s not broken.

-Erick Miller, Brown College senior

“I envision Rice to maintain its excel-
lence as a top-tier university and make strides 
to improve our national reputation to become 
an institution that is prominently known out-
side the state of Texas. Rice should embrace 
its student self-governance philosophy and be-
come an institution that produces not only the 
next generation of scholars, but [also] innova-
tive leaders across all disciplines.”

-Sanjula Jain, Brown senior and Student 
Association president

“I envision an institution that re-evalu-
ates and resists ‘professional training.’ I hope 
for a Rice which will provide students with rich 
and artistic interdisciplinary playgrounds. In 
this new space, previously considered ‘uncon-
ventional wisdom’ will seem, in a word, con-
ventional. Vive le drame!”

-Philomena Bradford, Duncan College 
senior

“While I cannot predict how Rice will 
change in the next century, I hope that the 
university does not lose sight of the students, 
the culture we have developed and what really 
attracts such a diverse, talented body of stu-
dents.”

-Jesse Passman, Baker College junior

“I envision Rice as a university that is not 
just a center of learning, but rather a force for 
good – that uses research, scholarship and ser-
vice to better the community. I hope Rice can 
continue to enhance its diversity as the world 
becomes more and more interconnected in 
the 21st century. Rice should also strive to pro-
vide more practical training and more on-the-
ground experiences, whether in a company, 
a research lab or a community project, which 
would provide students the skills necessary to 
participate effectively in the hyper-competitive 
21st-century job market. Finally, I hope Rice 
continues to enhance its technology use, per-
haps even allowing real-time class discussions 

with students from other countries. For, in the 
21st century, only students with a global per-
spective will truly be successful.”

-Neeraj Salhotra, Sid Richardson College 
senior

“I see us not 17th in the [U.S. News and 
World Report] rankings. We’re stagnating like 
the economy. The [BioScience Research Collab-
orative] needs to cure cancer, we’ll be at least in 
the top 10 and [Willy’s Pub] will still be here.”
-E-Fei Wang, Hanszen College sophomore

“I see us continuing our legacy of freak-
ing awesomeness and generally just becoming 
one of the best places on earth to learn and 
live.”

-Larisa LaMere, Brown freshman

“In the 21st century, Rice will continue 
to be a great place for research and academics, 
but I think that it will lose the small-school feel 
and quirkiness that many students have come 
to love. As the administration continues to in-
crease the size of the student body, the residen-
tial college system may be abandoned in favor 
of larger dormitories or will no longer be seen 
as feasible, which would significantly alter the 
culture around campus. Change is inevitable, 
and the current culture cannot be maintained 
as is if we wish to continue to grow as a univer-
sity. The improvements to the student center 
will be a great addition, though. The next cen-
tury will be just as wonderful as the last, just in 
its own way.”

-Chris Pettijohn, Baker senior

“Over the past years, we’ve grown a lot 
in terms of the arts, student-run businesses and 
social entrepreneurial culture. These should 
continue to grow stronger into the second cen-
tury. The key to this growth will be inter-organi-
zational collaborations between students and 
the exchange of ideas.”

-Melissa Teng, Martel College junior

In the next 100 years, I want to see Rice’s 
academic system expand to include more ma-
jors to compete with larger schools. I’d really 
like to see journalism, business-finance and 
criminal justice majors, as I think students will 
really benefit from these studies.”

-Cristina Barrera, Sid Richardson senior

“I envision a Rice that embraces the 
many opportunities it offers students to lead 
and create. The most exciting projects that I 
have seen and participated in my time at Rice 
have been student-led or very student-driven, 
like R2: The Rice Review; college courses; fes-
tivals like Celebrate Art; and most importantly, 
the Rice Players and college theater. These are 
the moments and events that have shaped my 
Rice career, and I hope that the university con-
tinues to support and encourage them across 
the disciplines in the coming century.”

-Maggie Sulc, Martel senior

“Here in the heart of the South, I found a 
place that offers all the benefits of a small uni-
versity with all the opportunities of a big-name 
school. At Rice, I have a community that loves 
to learn and grow as much as I do and takes 
care of its students over anything else. Regard-
less of what happens over the next 100 years, I 
want Rice to keep that familial feeling that [it] 
gave me.”

-Carol Nordman, Lovett College junior

“In the next 100 years, I see Rice Univer-
sity as a flourishing institution with thousands 
of young, eager minds and brilliant, caring pro-
fessors, similar to how it is today. I hope to see 
greater investments in the students, research 
and athletics because these are what produce 
the well-renowned top universities in which we 
strive to become.”

-Alec Hsu, Lovett senior

“Rice will be a place where students will 
be a part of more of the important decisions.”

-Tamir Jackson, McMurtry College senior

Hopefully, as alumni continue to achieve 
wonderful things in the world outside Rice, the 
university’s reputation as a shaper of compas-
sionate, motivated leaders will grow. I hope 
that, in textbooks to come, future scholars can 
point to Rice as being hugely, if quietly, influen-
tial in solving the problems faced by Houston, 
Texas, America and even the global commu-
nity. When people hear that someone goes to 
Rice, their response should be, ‘Wow, you must 
be a really good person’.

-Laura Thomas, Lovett sophomore

Man on the street:
 How do you envision Rice in the next 100 years?
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The Party of the Century

Can you find: Edgar Lovett, John Heisman, slimes (freshmen) in their “slime caps”, sailors from the V-12 Navy College Training 
Program, the turning of Willy’s statue, Baker 13, NOD, Larry McMurtry, John F. Kennedy, K.O.C’s, the May Fete, Beer Bike, desegregation 
after Rice changed its charter, track and field champion Fred Wolcott, the Rally Club, the invention of the Bucky Ball, introduction of the 
Backpage, Baseball winning the 2003 College World Series, the MOB’s expulsion from A&M, James Baker founding the Baker Institute, the 
foundation of the college system.   |  OctOber 12, 2012 25



1900s
1891: William Marsh Rice signs a charter for 
the tuition-free William Marsh Rice Institute on 
May 13, 1891.
1900: Rice is chloroformed to death by his own 
valet, who conspired with lawyer Albert T. Pat-
rick to claim Rice’s estate with a forged will. 
Captain James Addison Baker Jr., a lawyer and 
trustee of the Rice Institute, investigates the 
crime and uncovers the true will. 
1904: Rice Institute receives an endowment of 
$4.6 million thanks to the legal efforts of Baker, 
who ensures the real will is followed. 
1908: Edgar Odell Lovett becomes Rice’s first 
president.
1909: The Institute purchases 300 acres at the 
end of Main Street, and Boston-based architect 
Ralph Adams Cram is commissioned to design 
the campus layout and Rice’s earliest buildings.

1910s
1911: The first cornerstone of the first building, 
the Administration Building, is laid on March 2. 
A “time vessel” copper box containing a King 
James Bible, the Institute charter, biographies 
of Rice and the trustees, newspapers and a pho-
tograph of the campus plan is contained within 
the marble cornerstone.
1912: The inaugural matriculation is held on 
Sept. 23, 1912. Classes commence with 77 male 
and female students and 10 faculty members. 
Rice establishes a football team, the owl is cho-
sen as the Rice mascot, and Lovett chooses blue 
and gray as the school colors.
1913: The Rice baseball team is formed.
1914: The Physics Building (later Herzstein 
Hall) and East Hall (later Baker College) are 
built. The men’s track team and the Engineer-
ing Society are formed. Rice becomes a member 
of the Southwest Conference.
1916: The men’s basketball team and the Rice 
band are organized. The student-run newspa-
per, the Rice Thresher, publishes its first issue 
in January, and the Campanile publishes its 
first yearbook. West Hall (later Hanszen Col-
lege) is built. Rice’s football team squashes 
Southern Methodist University with the larg-
est winning margin in Rice history: 146-3. Rice 
holds its first commencement.
1917: The student body votes to establish the 
Honor System.
1918: Hubert Bray is Rice’s first doctoral gradu-
ate, receiving his degree in mathematics. The 
Student Association and student council are 
established. 

1920s
1920: The first Rice Engineering Show baffles 
Lovett with an attendance of 10,000 visitors. 
Exhibits include X-ray demonstrations and a 
radio-controlled car.
1921: Intramural sports and the Dramatic Club 
(renamed the Rice Players in 1951) are formed. 
The Autry Field House is established as a recre-
ation and physical training student center.

1930s

1922: The Rice Literary magazine is established. 
The first Archi-Arts is held in the spring.
1923: The Office of Admission raises its require-
ments and limits the incoming class size to 400 
after undergraduate enrollment passes 1,000 
students.
1924: John W. Heisman becomes Rice’s first full-
time head football coach. 
1928: Rice is inducted as a chapter of Phi Beta 
Kappa, and the Rice faculty committee recom-
mends Rice start charging tuition.

1930: Willy’s statue, which contains Rice’s 
ashes in the base, is dedicated in a ceremony 
on June 8.
1932: The Great Depression hits campus. Fac-
ulty salaries are cut by 5 to 10 percent, and stu-
dents’ registration fees increase from $5 to $10. 
Each student is required to pay $18 to live in a 
residence hall for one year.
1934: The Owls football team, under Head 
Coach Jimmy Kitts, wins its first Southwest 
Conference championship with a 32-0 win over 
Baylor University.
1937: Students are required by the English de-
partment to pass a spelling test before they 
graduate. 
1938: After winning its second Southwest Con-
ference championship, Kitts’ football team, 
ranked No. 18, wins the Cotton Bowl by beating 
No. 17 University of Colorado at Boulder 28-14.

1940s
1941: With the advent of World War II, a Navy 
ROTC unit is established on campus.
1942: Rice allows male seniors to take accel-
erated classes and graduate early to enter the 
armed forces. Rice invests $1 million in the 
Rincon Oil Field in Starr County, Texas, and by 
1978 sees a return of $35 million.
1943: George R. Brown (’20) is the first Rice 
alumnus elected to the Board of Trustees.
1947: William Vermillion Houston, a former 
California Institute of Technology physics pro-
fessor, is inaugurated as Rice’s second presi-
dent on April 10, 1947.
1948: Abercrombie Engineering Lab is erected 
thanks to a donation by James S. Abercrombie 
and his wife.
1949: Hell Week, a seven-day hazing rivalry 
between freshmen and sophomores, is estab-
lished on campus. Fondren Library opens in 
honor of oilman W.W. Fondren and his wife.

1950s
1950: Rice Stadium is built in just over nine 
months. Rice football wins its second Cotton 
Bowl, defeating the University of North Caro-
lina 27-13. The graduate program begins to 
expand in size, scope and reputation. By 1950, 
student enrollment stands at 1,515.
1953: Rice establishes a nuclear experimenta-
tion lab, later named Bonner Laboratory in 
honor of professor Tom Bonner. The main fea- A 
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1960s

ture of the lab is a 6-million-volt Van de Graaf 
particle accelerator.
1954: On Jan. 1, 1954, one of the most famous 
moments in college football history occurs at 
the Cotton Bowl when Tommy Lewis of the Uni-
versity of Alabama jumps off the bench to block 
a run by Rice halfback Dicky Moegle. Referees 
award Rice with the touchdown and Rice goes 
on to defeat Alabama 26-6 to capture its third 
Cotton Bowl. 
1955: Rice drops its spelling test as a graduation 
requirement and begins admitting undergrad-
uate students based on standardized Common 
Entrance Examination Board scores.
1957: The first Beer Bike race is held on campus. 
Hell Week is henceforth banned. Before Lovett 
dies on Aug. 13, 1957, he witnesses his dream of 
a residential college system on campus become 
a reality. The first colleges are Baker, Will Rice, 
Hanszen and Wiess Colleges for men and Mary 
Gibbs Jones College for women. 
1958: The Rice Memorial Center, Keith-Wiess 
Geological Laboratories, Anderson Biological 
Laboratories and Hamman Hall all open.
1959: The college system changes the student 
body politic: The student council becomes the 
Student Senate, with representatives from each 
college. Rice begins to honor graduates with the 
titles cum laude, magna cum laude and summa 
cum laude. The R1 Rice Institute computer is 
constructed and occupies its own room. The 
capabilities of the computer are equivalent to 
those of a 1999 programmable calculator.

1960: Effective July 1, the Rice Institute is re-
named William Marsh Rice University.
1961: Kenneth Pitzer is inaugurated as Rice’s 
third president. 
1962: On Sept. 12, 1962, in Rice Stadium, Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy delivers his famous 
speech promising to land a man on the moon 
by the end of the decade. 
1963: Rice is the first university to open a de-
partment of space science. The board of trust-
ees unanimously decides to file a lawsuit on 
Feb. 21, 1963 to change two provisions in the 
university’s charter: to permit Rice to charge 
tuition and to allow Rice to admit qualified stu-
dents regardless of race or color.
1964: The court allows Rice to alter its charter 
both to charge tuition and to admit students 
of all races. Raymond Johnson, Rice’s first Af-
rican-American student, enrolls in classes at 
Rice. Johnson would return to Rice in 2009 as 
an appointed professor in the Department of 
Mathematics.
1965: Students are now charged $1,200 in tu-
ition. Brown College becomes the second wom-
en’s college. 
1967: KHCR begins to broadcast from Hanszen 
College’s basement.
1968: Pitzer resigns to become Stanford Univer-
sity’s president. The five-day “Masterson Cri-

1970s

sis” ensues after the board announces former 
Dean of Humanities William H. Masterson as 
the new president on Feb. 20, 1968. Masterson 
resigns and Frank E. Vandiver, a history profes-
sor, becomes the interim president. Lovett Col-
lege opens.
1969: The Marching Owl Band is formed. KOWL 
changes its call letters to KTRU. 

1970: Norman Hackerman, a former president 
of the University of Texas at Austin, is inaugu-
rated as Rice’s fourth president. Valhalla, the 
Graduate Student Association pub, opens.
1971: President Lyndon B. Johnson speaks 
at the opening ceremony of Sid Richard-
son College.
1972: Freshmen are given competency exams 
by the English department for the first time.
1973: Baker and Hanszen Colleges both 
become coed.
1974: Baker 13, a social group of streakers, 
makes its first campus run. Rice Stadium hosts 
the Jan. 13, 1974, Super Bowl between the Miami 
Dolphins and the Minnesota Vikings.
1975: Willy’s Pub opens. 

1980s
1980: Jones and Lovett Colleges become coed 
residential colleges. 
1983: Wiess College goes coed, and the Seeley 
G. Mudd Computer Science building is con-
structed.
1984: The engineering quad is completed with 
the opening of the Materials Science building. 
Herring Hall is also built.
1985: George E. Rupp, former dean of the Har-
vard Divinity School and religious studies pro-
fessor, is inaugurated as Rice’s fifth president. 
He is the first non-scientist president.
1985: Rice professors Robert Curl and Rich-
ard Smalley, along with University of Sussex 
professor Harold Kroto, discover buckminster-
fullerene, otherwise known as the “buckyball.”
1986: The Ley Student Center opens alongside 
the Rice Memorial Center and becomes home to 
a variety of student organizations.
1987: Sid Richardson and Brown Colleges be-
come coed.
1988: Students from Wiess College use a hand-
built A-frame to turn Willy’s statue around 180 
degrees. This prank becomes the most famous 
jack in Rice history.

1990s
1990: The 1990 Economic Summit of Industrial-
ized Nations is held at Rice.
1991: George R. Brown Hall is completed.
1993: S. Malcolm Gillis becomes the sixth presi-
dent of Rice.
1993: The James A. Baker III Institute for Public 
Policy is founded.
1995: A student sets fire to Willy’s Pub, largely 
destroying it.
1996: Smalley and Curl win the Nobel Prize in 

2000s

Chemistry for the discovery and application of 
carbon-60 molecules.
1999: In October, former President of South 
Africa Nelson Mandela speaks in Autry Court 
before a packed crowd.

2000: The first baseball game is played at 
Reckling Park: The University of Houston 
beats Rice 6-2.
2001 Former President George H. W. Bush in-
troduces Russian President Vladimir Putin in 
Stude Concert Hall.
2002: Martel College construction is completed.
2003: The Rice Owls baseball team defeats 
Stanford University to win the College World 
Series, Rice’s first national championship in a 
team sport.
2004: David W. Leebron is named the seventh 
president of Rice.
2006: Leebron’s 10-point Vision for the Second 
Century is released.
2008: Brochstein Pavilion opens.
2009: McMurtry and Duncan Colleges open 
as Rice’s 10th and 11th residential colleg-
es, respectively.

2010: New buildings open in Baker and Will 
Rice
2010: Annise Parker (Jones ’78) becomes Hous-
ton’s first openly gay mayor.
2010: KTRU’s radio tower is sold to UH for $9.5 
million. The station is converted by UH to an 
all-classical public station.
2011: Alcohol safety concerns prompt a hard-
liquor probation on campus.

2010s
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SPORTS
Rice football traces its origins back to 

1912, making it one of the university’s origi-
nal sports. The team has won seven confer-
ence championships since then, all in the 
Southwest Conference, most recently in 1994. 
Notably, the team was coached by John Heis-
man from 1924-27, going 14-18-3 during his 
tenure at Rice. Heisman, who had a career 
102-29-7 record as a football head coach (he 
also coached baseball and basketball), is the 
namesake for the eponymous Heisman Tro-
phy award, given annually to best player in 
college football and widely recognized as one 
of the most prestigious awards in sports. The 
Rice Owls team played in nine bowl games, 
winning five, including a 38-14 victory over 
Western Michigan University in the 2008 Tex-
as Bowl. Of course, any history of Rice football 
is incomplete without mention of the historic 
Rice Stadium, which was constructed in 1950. 

Rice Stadium hosted Super Bowl VIII and was 
famously the venue for President John F. Ken-
nedy’s historic 1962 speech in which he chal-
lenged Americans to send a man to the moon 
by the end of the decade. In the 1954 Cotton 
Bowl against the University of Alabama, Rice 
running back Dickey Moegle rushed for a 
Cotton Bowl Classic record (at the time) 265 
yards. However, the highlight of the game 
came when Tommy Lewis of Alabama ran off 
the Alabama sideline to tackle Moegle, who 
had broken free for what would have been 
a 95-yard touchdown. Rice has also kept up 
a rivalry with the University of Texas, which 
includes a massive upset in 1994 when Rice 
won 19-17 on national television after having 
lost 28 consecutive times to UT in the preced-
ing years. Rice has produced 71 NFL players 
in its history, including James “Thor” Casey, 
current fullback for the Houston Texans. 

Football

Since its creation in 1914, the men’s basket-
ball team has won 10 conference titles, all in 
the Southwestern Conference, most recently 
in 1970. The Owls have appeared in four NCAA 
tournaments, again most recently in 1970, and 
advanced to the Sweet 16 in 1954. The team 
has also made it to the National Invitational 
Tournament five times, with its best NIT fin-
ish in 1943 when it reached the quarterfinals. 
Most recently, the Owls participated in the 
CollegeInsider.com Postseason Tournament 
in 2012, going 2-1 before falling in the quar-
terfinals. The Owls have placed 10 players in 
the NBA, the most notable being guard Ricky 
Pierce, who was taken in the first round of 
the 1982 NBA Draft by the Detroit Pistons. 
Pierce won the NBA Sixth Man of the Year in 
1987 by averaging 19.5 points a game for the 
Milwaukee Bucks. He won the award again in 
1990, setting an NBA record in the process by 
averaging 23 points a game without starting a 
single time. Currently, guard Morris Almond is 
playing professionally for Red Star Belgrade 
of Serbia after being drafted in the first round 
of the 2007 NBA Draft by the Utah Jazz. The 
women’s basketball team holds an all-time 
record of 481-470, including 10 postseason ap-
pearances. The team finished third in C-USA 
last season with an 18-14 record, including a 
10-6 mark in conference. 

Basketball
Men’s tennis started in 1920 at Rice Uni-

versity. Initially a member of the Southwest-
ern Conference, the team was champion in 
1958, 1959, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1968, 1969, 
1970, 1971 and 1972. When Rice then made the 
switch to the Western Athletic Conference, it 
was not until 2004 that the team won another 
conference championship. More recently, 
in 2010, the team won the Conference USA 
championship. Rice has been ranked in the 
top 10 schools regarding joint national aca-
demic and tennis rankings.

Women’s tennis got its start in the 1970s 
and was coached from the 1980s by Head 
Coach Paul Blankenship, who coached until 
the 2001 season. The team has qualified for 
the NCAA Championship five times. The first 
three qualifications were in the consecutive 
years of 1996, 1997 and 1998. In 2006, the 
Owls qualified again when they won their 
first Conference USA championship title. 
Last year, Head Coach Elizabeth Schmidt 
coached the team to the NCAA Champion-
ship, where it ended its season ranked No. 39 
in the nation, its highest yet. Natalie Beazant 
and Dominique Harmath comprised the first 
doubles team to qualify for the NCAA Cham-
pionship since 1998, when Sarah Borwell 
and Vessie Ivanova qualified.   

Tennis

   by Marie Walsh and Bhagwat kumar
Sports Editors
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Soccer
Rice Owls women’s soccer got its start in 2001, 

competing in the Western Athletic Conference. 
The team made its first NCAA Championship 
appearance at College Station in 2004. The Owls 
competed in the first round against the University 
of Illinois, which won 2-0 despite an impressive 
premiere by Rice. In 2005, Rice, now a member 
of Conference USA, returned to College Station to 
play the University of California, Berkeley at the 
NCAA Championship. In the first round, the Owls 
lost 2-0, but the game was certainly a demonstra-
tion of their ability. The team’s all-time record go-
ing into this centennial season is 106-89-21. This 
record was established by the feats of the team 
collectively but with the assistance of standout 
players who continue to hold individual records. 
In the 2001 season, Amanda Garrison had 106 
goalkeeper saves. In the 2004 season, Caitlin Cur-

rie played and started in 22 games, and Lauren 
Shockley had 14 goalkeeper wins. In the 2005 
season, Caitlin Robbins scored 14 goals and 
five game-winning goals, and Anne Candee 
had nine assists. In the 2006 season, Erin Scott 
had 71 shots and 33 shots on goal. As for record 
Rice careers, Clory Martin played 82 games, had 
24 assists and scored 64 points (2004-07); Erin 
Droeger started 80 games (2002-05); Sarah Yo-
der scored 22 goals and had 10 game-winning 
goals (2001-04); Scott took 208 shots, includ-
ing 105 shots on goal (2006-09); and Meghan 
Erkel made 280 goalkeeper saves and 31 goal-
keeper wins (2007-10). Head Coach Chris Hus-
ton coached the team from 2001 to 2010, and 
current Head Coach Nicky Adams took over in 
2011. The team has one conference title under 
its belt from 2005.   

The Rice women’s volleyball team start-
ed in 1979 with a 19-9 season. The team 
participated in the Southwest Conference 
from 1982 to 1995 and moved to the Western 
Athletic conference in 1996 until 2004. Since 
2005, the team has been in Conference USA. 
In 1995, the team got one of its best players. 
Rice Athletics Hall of Fame member Sammy 
Waldron received the distinction of making 
second-team All-American by the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association. During her 
time playing in the SWC, she was the all-
time conference leader with 1,830 career 
kills, 565 of which were in the SWC and 604 
season kills, including 196 in the SWC. Her 
other accolades included three-time All-Re-
gion, three-time first-team All-SWC, three-
time Poindexter Award winner and two-time 
United States Olympic Festival participant. 
No other Rice volleyball player was named 
in the AVCA rankings until Olaya Pazo, 
who received honorable mention in 2005. 
Pazo also received AVCA All-Region that 
same year. The team won their its confer-
ence championship in 2009 with assistance 
from standout players Meredith Schamun 
and Natalie Bogan. The team has made 
three NCAA Championship appearances: in 
2004, 2008 and 2009. Volleyball is currently 
coached under Head Coach Genny Volpe.    

Volleyball

Rice’s women’s swim team started in the early 
1970s and established itself in the 1980s as a de-
cent Division II team. In 1986, the team placed 
eighth in the National Division II Championships. 
The following year, the team moved up to Divi-
sion I status. Shortly after, it began competing in 
the Western Athletic Conference. Two incredible 
athletes during that time were Kathryn Scholl 
and Rachel Doyle, who made it into Swimming 
World Magazine for posting times among the 
top 25 in the nation in the 1,650-yard freestyle. 
In that same year, Elizabeth Williams won the 
200-meter individual medley title at the WAC. Wil-
liams’ performance in this race qualified her for 
the Olympic Trials. Rice has had eight Division I 
All-Americans. In 2001, the Owls’ 4x50 relay team 
finished eighth in the nation. In 2003, Mandy Mu-
larz placed seventh in the 50 freestyle at the NCAA 
Championships. In 2006, Brittany Massengale be-
came the first Rice swimmer to go on to swim for 
the United States National Swimming Team. In 
2009, the swim program received a new compe-
tition pool, which significantly helped in recruit-
ing. In 2011, the team won its first conference title 
in Conference USA. More recently, Erin Flanigan 
and Casey Clark qualified to compete in the U.S. 
Olympic Trials this year.

The Rice golf team began competing in 
the Southwest Conference in 1948. Golf has 
had three NCAA All-Americans: John Garrett 
in 1955, Barton Goodwin in 1976 and Bud 
Ludwig in 1981. In its first year competing 
in the Southwest Conference, the Rice golf 
team placed sixth. In 1997, the team moved 
into the Western Athletic Conference, where 
it competed until 2005. That year, the Rice 
Owls began competing in Conference USA. 
In 2010, the Owls had an especially success-
ful season, tying for second in the confer-
ence championships. In that same year, 
golfer Christopher Brown became a C-USA 
medalist and was named All-C-USA First 
Team. Brown was the first conference med-
alist since Mark Pfingston in 1989. Before 
Pfingston, there were four others in Rice 
golf history to win a league championship: 
Joe Greenwood in 1930, Ed Letscher in 1939, 
Buddy Weaver in 1950 and 1951, and Garrett 
in 1955. Weaver was inducted into the Rice 
Hall of Fame in 1973. Brown’s teammate Mi-
chael Buttacavoli made All-C-USA Second 
Team in 2010. In 2011, Michael Whitehead 
was named the C-USA Golfer of the Year.

Swimming Golf
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Since its inception in 1916, the men’s track 
and field team has consistently been one of 
Rice’s most decorated teams, with eight out-
door conference championships across the 
Southwest Conference and Western Athletic 
Conference (1928, 1931, 1938, 1939, 1964, 1965, 
1967 and 1971). The team also won an indoor 
conference championship in the Southwest 
Conference in 1995 after beginning to com-
pete in the sport in 1983. The women’s team 
began competing outdoors in 1983 and has 
placed in the top 20 six times since then. It 
began indoor competition in the same year 
and has already notched six conference titles 
across the Western Athletic Conference and 
Conference USA, all in the last 15 years (2000, 
2001, 2002, 2007, 2008 and 2009). The men’s 
team has produced 14 Olympians, including 
legendary hurdler Fred Wolcott, winner of 
five NCAA individual championships and 10 
Southwest Conference titles. While Wolcott’s 
prime occurred during World War II, when 
there were no Olympic games, he broke sev-

en world records during the late 1930s and 
early 1940s, perhaps most notably in 1940, 
when he broke Jesse Owens’ world record 
in the 220-yard low hurdles with a time of 
22.5 seconds. In 1978, former walk-on turned 
standout Jeff Wells of Dallas, Texas came 
within two seconds of winning the Boston 
Marathon. The women’s team has had six 
Olympic athletes and three Olympic coach-
es, including current Head Coach Jim Bevan, 
who coached former Owl Funmi Jimoh in the 
2008 Beijing Olympics. Additionally, former 
Head Coach Victor Lopez, who coached the 
Puerto Rican track and field team at the 2004 
Athens Games, was inducted into the Puerto 
Rico Sports Hall of Fame in 2012. Most recent-
ly, 2012 graduate Becky Wade was named the 
C-USA Woman of the Year after earning 11 
varsity letters across cross country and track 
and field, setting school records in the in-
door 5,000-meter, outdoor 5,000-meter and 
outdoor 10,000-meter races. 

Track & Field, Cross Country

For the past 100 years, Rice Owls base-
ball has become the gold standard for Rice 
athletics. With seven College World Series 
appearances, including the legendary 2003 
national championship and 14 conference 
championships, Owls baseball has been both 
prolific and consistent. An Owl has won the 
National Player of the Year award nine times, 
including Anthony Rendon’s back-to-back 
victories in 2009 and 2010. Perhaps the most 
prominent figure in Rice baseball history is 
current Head Coach Wayne Graham, who was 
hired in 1992. Graham has been coaching for 
21 seasons and has won 953 games, making 
him both the winningest and longest-tenured 
coach in Rice history. Graham has more than 
1,400 wins as a college head coach and has 
never had a losing season in 38 seasons as a 
high school or college head coach. Perhaps 
most telling, before Graham, Rice had never 
won a conference championship. Rice’s most 
famous baseball alumnus is six-time MLB 
All-Star Lance Berkman, currently 75th on 
the MLB all-time home run leaders list, who 
played for the hometown Houston Astros 
for 11 seasons. The Owls’ crowning achieve-
ment came in 2003, when the team won the 
College World Series. The team, powered by 
pitchers Philip Humber, Jeff Niemann and 
Wade Townsend, went 58-12 over the entire 
season. Humber, Niemann and Townsend 
were also selected in the top eight picks of 
the 2004 MLB Draft, marking the first time in 
history three players from the same univer-
sity were selected in the top 10 picks of the 
draft. Humber also threw a perfect game for 
the Chicago White Sox during the 2012 MLB 
season against the Seattle Mariners. Rice has 
produced 18 players who were picked in the 
first round of the MLB Draft, with the most 
recent being Anthony Rendon, who was se-
lected sixth overall by the Washington Na-
tionals in 2011. 

Baseball
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Rice Thresher: What was Rice like back when you at-
tended, and how do you think it is different now?

RT: What was Rice like back when you attended, and 
how do you think it is different now?

RT: What was Rice like back when you attended, and 
how do you think it is different now?

RT: You mentioned that as a humanities student, you 
felt like an outlier. Could you expand on what it was like 
being a humanities student at the time?

RT: A Slide Rule? 

William Broyles: When I got 
to Rice – the one thing that’s 
not as good now – the tuition 
was free. That was a real plus. 
In every other way, things seem 
better. I think it is so much 
more diverse and interesting 
and alive now, just more fun. 
The [racial] integration of 
the school happened when I 
was there. [Back then,] it was 
still transforming itself from 
being Rice Institute, primar-
ily engineering, to being Rice 
University, which I think makes 
it so much more vibrant with 
so many more people doing so 
many more things. It was kind 
of fun to be in the humanities 
because we felt like we were the 
outliers. It’s always interesting 
when you think you’re an af-
terthought. The offerings [Rice 
has] in the arts, in media, in 
theater, in all kinds of humani-
ties – [they’re] so much more vi-
brant and better [now]. I think 
there are a lot more interesting 
students now. At the time, Rice 
was the place really where 
smart Texas kids who couldn’t 
afford to go elsewhere could 
get a really good education. [...] 
I had a friend from Wyoming 
and one from Virginia, but 
that was pretty rare. [...] Now I 
think it attracts students from 
all over. Every time I visit, just 
the vitality of it. It’s easily three 
times the size it was when I 

was there. It seems like such a 
better place.

[...] My dorm wasn’t air con-
ditioned, if you can imagine 
having to go to school at Rice 
with no air conditioning. We 
had very primitive social rules. 
That is, all the colleges were 
single-sex, and you couldn’t 
even have girl students in your 
room at all. We fought very 
hard and won the right to have 
women in our rooms for like 
two hours on a Sunday so long 
as the door is open and of any 
combination of four feet, three 
were on the floor. It was a very 
different world. There was a 
sense that the university had to 
act in loco parentis, meaning 
[it] had a parental responsibil-
ity to students, which often 
produced this very patriar-
chal, authoritarian feel to the 
university. Those things started 
to change dramatically while 
I was there, and all that’s 
changed for the better.

[...] We were still back in 
this other patriarchal, authori-
tarian world then, and part of 
what I started doing then was 
making the university a more 
collegial place, where students 
and faculty were as much a 
part of the governing of the 
university as the administra-
tion was. That, I think, has 
carried on and made the place 
a lot better.

WB: [...] The editor of the 
Thresher was fired by the dean 
of students, and that was a 
culmination of intense conflict 
between the Thresher as a free 
voice and the dean of students. 
We seized control of the student 
government. [...] That was the 
cause of the first student dem-
onstration at Rice since the Ku 
Klux Klan rally of the 1920s. 

[Editor’s note: According to 
the March 16, 1965 issue of the 
Thresher, over 500 students 
marched in single file for 
fifteen minutes in the Academic 
Quadrangle in protest of the 
lack of due process afforded to 
the editor of the Thresher in the 
termination of his position on 
the paper.] 

We were expecting maybe 
100 or 200 students to support 
us, and it turned out there 
would be 1,000 [signatures of 
support for our statement]. 
We insisted everyone wear ties 

because we wanted to look 
serious. It led to students be-
coming part of the stakehold-
ers of the university, where 
they had to listen to what we 
had to say and include us in 
decisions. That didn’t happen 
before, ever, at all. 

It was a turning point mo-
ment. It was the beginning of 
the transformation of how the 
university related to the stu-
dents. I was just a part of it. 
It’s a process that continues 
to this day. [...] We really felt 
like we were part of helping 
transform Rice from that pro-
vincial institute to hopefully 
a world-class university. Lots 
[and] lots of people since then 
have carried it on. That was 
why it was a really exciting 
time to be there. The charg-
ing of tuition, the change 
of name, the expansion of 
the humanities and social 
sciences and arts – all that 
was just starting to take place 
when I was there, and it was 
an exciting place to be.

WB: [Rice] was just coming out 
of that [kind of administration]. 
It was an all-white institution 
in the early ’60s. The board 
of trustees petitioned to have 
the will of William Marsh Rice 
changed for the admission of 
students of any race, and that 
was challenged in court, and 
we, the student body, the Stu-
dent Association, which I was 

president of, filed an amicus 
curiae in support of [the Board 
opening Rice to all races and al-
lowing it to charge tuition], and 
a lot of students were involved 
in the civil rights movement. 
[...] It was [a matter of] continu-
ing from work in the outside 
community with civil rights and 
bringing the same critical view 
to how the university was run. 

WB: All of my professors were 
young, in their late 20s and 
early 30s. That was fun. They 
were just starting to build up 
the humanities. They were 
extraordinary. They opened 
up my world. Just like you 
said you’d barely been out of 
New York, I’d barely been out 
of Texas, so Rice to me was 
like my exposure to the world. 
That’s one of the things the 

university does best, is bring 
students out of their comfort 
zone and expose them to 
ideas and other people, things 
that make them uncomfort-
able but help them learn, and 
I’m hoping that’s still happen-
ing there.

It was very easy to spot 
the [science and engineering] 
students because they all had a 
slide rule on their belt. 

WB: It’s a handheld comput-
ing device in which you could 
do rapid computations, and 
they come in all different sizes, 
lengths and holsters. It was like 
[the students] were wearing 

weapons, and they would whip 
them out. All the [science and 
engineering] students had to 
take one humanities class, and 
all the humanities students had 
to take one science class. I don’t 

William D. Broyles Jr. (Hanszen ’66) is a renowned screenwriter, best known for his work writing and co-writing the screenplays of Apollo 13 
(1995), which was nominated for an Academy Award for best adapted screenplay; Cast Away (2000), starring Tom Hanks; Flags of Our Fathers 
(2006); The Polar Express (2004); and Jarhead (2005), as well as the critically acclaimed television series China Beach. He is also founding editor 
of Texas Monthly magazine and has served as editor in chief of Newsweek. After graduating from Rice with a Bachelor of Arts in history in 1966, he 
attended Oxford University as a Marshall Scholar, where he earned a Master of Arts in politics, philosophy and economics.

The Thresher spoke with Broyles to hear about his time at Rice and how Rice has continued to influence his life to this day.
During his sophomore year at Rice, he served as news editor at the Rice Thresher, and during his senior year, he was president of the Rice Stu-

dent Association. He is originally from Baytown, Texas. His time at Rice was marked by great change and transition. 

Q&A with William Broyles
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RT: Five out of a hundred?

RT: What is your favorite memory from your time at Rice? 

WB: Yes, that was my 
introduction to Rice, and that 
was when I decided I really 
was a humanities student. The 
Thresher was a real outpost for 
a lot of us. It was a refuge for 
a lot of us humanities people. 
We just had a lot of fun. In a 
place in which the major voices 
were from the science and 
engineering side, The Thresher 
was like an outlet for a lot of 
things. The people I knew on 
the Thresher were exactly the 
people I started Texas Monthly 
with. It was like a continuation 
of the Thresher and the friend-
ships and the way we pushed 
each other to write better and 
to not be satisfied with just be-
ing mediocre.

That’s something Rice 
taught me. Rice really had a 
tradition of, ‘You better be 
good’ at whatever it was. I 
learned so much about jour-
nalism and about writing from 

my fellow Thresher people, 
and there’s a thrill to publish-
ing something. The friend-
ships I’ve made at Rice, and 
particularly on the Thresher, 
really helped carry over into 
what I’ve done with the whole 
rest of my life. To that extent, 
what I did at Rice 50 years ago 
is still very much alive for me. 
[...] If you have that kind of 
continuity and connection 45 
or 60 years later, then you have 
to say that is what a success-
ful university experience is. 
[...] If you have those two or 
three professors who really 
challenge and inspire you and 
get you out of your comfort 
zone and help you become 
what you’re becoming – that 
can happen anywhere, but 
that happened at Rice for me. 
Allen Matusow, my first history 
professor, and [English profes-
sor] Alan Grob – those were my 
favorite professors at Rice.

WB: When we had that dem-
onstration, we students were 
all alone. Grob went on TV and 
stood up for us. He risked his 
job to stand up for students. 

[Another memory I have 
is] when President [John F.] 
Kennedy was assassinated. It 
was on a Friday. Everyone had 
canceled classes on Saturday 
except for Grob. He came in and 
read the poem “Lycidas” by 
[John] Milton. [...] It’s a poem 
about the untimely death of a 
young man. [... Grob] was read-
ing in the context of this young, 
vibrant president.

[...] There were tears in 
[Grob’s] eyes, and he left the 
classroom. And that was 
the first time that I realized 
poetry wasn’t just something in 
a book. It was a way of express-
ing your deep human emotions 
about grief. That was when 
literature stopped being some-
thing dead and became some-
thing alive for me, and that’s a 
moment I’ll never forget. It is 
my most indelible memory of 
Rice. [It brought together the 

sense that] life is changing with 
[the] revelation that literature 
was something alive and mat-
tered. [...] It was part of what 
we were learning. You had to 
bring the wider world into the 
university whether the univer-
sity wanted it or not. I had just 
heard [Kennedy] the previous 
year talking about going to 
the moon, and he represented 
a lot to us then of what could 
be. It was November 1963 and 
the day after he was killed. The 
whole country was in shock. 
We were full of grief. The whole 
world was changing. We did our 
small part to bring some of that 
change to Rice, and that was 
both scary and exciting. 

There are lots of other little 
things, [...] polar bear races in 
[Hanszen College] arcade on 
blocks of ice when we were 
freshmen, wearing the fresh-
man beanie while Kennedy 
was saying his speech. [...] I 
was a freshman when [Ken-
nedy] gave his speech at Rice 
Stadium saying that America 
was going to the moon. I got to 

know if there’s still a core cur-
riculum now, but we didn’t have 
separate science classes for [sci-
ence and engineering] students 
and humanities students. We 
[the humanities students] had 
to take the real science classes 

and the real math classes, 
which was a disaster. When 
I got to Rice, I thought I was 
going to be a math major, and 
I made a five on my first test: 
not five like an A, five like the 
number.

RT: What influenced you to eventually pursue journal-
ism professionally?

RT: You had never considered journalism before work-
ing on the Thresher?

RT: What was it like transitioning from journalism to 
writing screenplays for film and television?

RT: What is it like writing screenplays for movies like 
Apollo 13, Cast Away and The Polar Express?

hear him speak, which was a 
real privilege. However, I had 
to wear my freshman beanie 
because we had freshman haz-
ing then. There were all these 
kinds of rituals of passage for 

the boys, which required a 
ritual humiliation for fresh-
men, which we take a certain 
good humor to and feel nos-
talgic for now, but it was total 
pain then.

WB: The Thresher. 

WB: No, never, zero. Being on 
the Thresher was key to me 
doing Texas Monthly and doing 
journalism at all. I have lots of 
memories of late nights on the 
Thresher and deadlines and 

running back and forth to the 
fax editors and drinking lots 
of coffee. [Matusow] had an 
immense influence on me. He 
and [Grob] were the two biggest 
influences I had there.

WB: I really believe in serial 
careers and not getting too 
satisfied in one thing you’re do-
ing and trying to do something 
new. One thing Rice helped 
me learn is not to be afraid of 

failure. I certainly failed at Rice. 
If they hadn’t failed me at math, 
I might have been a really bad 
engineer, but since they did, I 
ended up learning I wasn’t too 
bad at the humanities.

WB: It’s really great writing 
screenplays for movies that get 
made. It’s not so great writ-
ing screenplays for movies 
that don’t get made. [...] Those 
movies you just named, I had a 
blast on because the actors and 
directors made what I wrote 
even better than I imagined. 
It’s a collaborative medium, 
just like the newspaper. I love 
collaborating with people. And 
I learned all of that at Rice. So, 
Rice gets all the credit, or all 
the blame, depending on what 
you think of my work. [Laughs] 
I owe Rice so much.
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Leebron’s Words

Rice Thresher: What accomplishment are 
you most proud of over your tenure, and 
what accomplishment do you think will 
have or has had the most far-reaching im-
pact on Rice? 
President David Leebron: I’m proud we’ve 
raised international and national visibility 
at Rice with the growth of our student body, 
our research profile and our international 
programs.

RT: What do you think has been Rice’s great-
est strength and its greatest shortcoming? 
DL: Our strength is combining different 
things: We’re a research university with a 
distinctive undergrad experience which of-
fers better opportunities than many of those 
offered at liberal arts colleges. We’re a 300-
acre campus in the middle of the nation’s 

fourth-largest city. Our relatively small size 
can be seen as both a strength and a weak-
ness. We have one of the lowest student-fac-
ulty ratios in the country.

RT: How do you envision Rice 100 years 
from now, and do you see Rice possibly ac-
quiring any more graduate schools (law, 
medical, etc.)?
DL: Though we’re celebrating Rice’s centen-
nial, we’re also celebrating the last 50 years, 
which have really been remarkable. Since 
1962, the university has changed a tremen-
dous amount to become one of the top re-
search universities in the [United States]. I 
hope the next 50 years are as much a period 
of achievement, new endeavors and new 
schools. There are intense changes in higher 
education.

RT: Rice so far has left a legacy of commit-
ment to academic excellence coupled with a 
strong sense of tradition. What do you hope 
your legacy will be when Rice remembers its 
centennial president?
DL: I hope to remembered like [Kenneth] 
Pitzer as having really contributed to fur-
thering the ascendancy of Rice as a top re-
search university while preserving our dis-
tinctive traditions and culture.

RT: What has been your funniest and/or 
most memorable moment at Rice?
DL: During my first year, there was a jack 
at the house that involved putting a signifi-
cant number of pink flamingos on the lawn. 

Though I would never endorse it, there was 
[an] April Fool’s email sent under my name 
which suggested Rice was closing its engi-
neering department. I received many emails 
that week from parents and students.

RT: What is the greatest perk of being the 
president of Rice?
DL: I may sound like I’m pandering, but 
two things: Interacting with faculty and 
students, who are in many what brought 
me here … though both groups can oc-
casionally drive one crazy. Externally, I 
get to meet and talk with extraordinary 
people, like Secretary [James] Baker, 
[President Bill] Clinton, film directors, 
the president of Liberia. There are amaz-
ing people coming through campus in 
every field.

RT: What’s the deal with the Centennial Car?
DL: We’re grateful to DeMontrond Motors 
for the car, which is wrapped in Centennial 
spirit. It reminds those off campus about 
the Centennial, and I think it captures the 
quirky Rice spirit.

RT: What is your favorite Rice tradition?
DL: My favorite Rice traditions occur around 
move-in day. It’s a special day of the year and 
really captures the genuine spirit of Rice.

RT: If you had to pick one college to be in 
which one would it be?
DL: I’m not that stupid to give an answer to 
that question!

   by Farrah Madanay
A&E Editor

Rice’s past Presidents
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Leebron’s Words My time at Rice
The Wiess College War Pig, a large he-

lium balloon, has a storied history.  In the 
late ’80s, the first war pig was created and 
flew successfully over Wiess and later over 
Beer Bike but was lost when the line failed.  
A second war pig was made in the early 
’90s, and though it was too large to fly, it 
made appearances on many occasions to 
the chants of “The pig will fly!”  After this 
pig was damaged in a jack, the college, 
under the leadership of George Fotinos 
(Wiess ’98), vowed to create a new, even 
larger war pig, with large sheets of black 
plastic glued together into a shape which, 
when inflated, filled Wiess Commons.  The 
earlier pigs had a non-expressive face, but 
the new pig sported an angry sneer, and in-
stead of saying Team Wiess on both sides, 
one side of the pig informed its viewers, 
“I’m Pissed!”  The glue lines were not suf-
ficient to seal helium inside, so the college 
hit on the idea of using helium-inflated 
garbage sacks, which were stuffed into 

the main body of the pig via an opening at 
the end opposite the head.  When the pig 
debuted at Beer Bike [either 1997 or 1998], 
this approach served briefly to lift the pig 
a bit, though never fully off the ground.  
Late in the day during that Beer Bike, 
something failed in the pig, as the opening 
near the pig’s rear opened up just enough 
to permit one after another of the inflated 
trash bags to escape.  Beer Bike fans were 
thus treated to the site of an enormous pig 
emitting large, black, puffy objects, which 
one at a time floated away from the pig’s 
rear.  The legendary Dr. Bill came over to 
me, doubled over in laughter with tears in 
his eyes, and after several minutes of be-
ing unable to catch his breath, he finally 
shared “That’s disgusting!” and dissolved 
back into uncontrolled laughter.

That’s my favorite Dr. Bill story, of doz-
ens of other treasured memories of the 
best friend the students of Rice ever had.

Some of my most memorable and cher-
ished moments at Rice are of hanging around 
the small fountain in the [Jones School of 
Business] courtyard with my wife, then-
girlfriend, Lisa [Pabst (Jones ’11)]. I would 
take her there toward the end of a date, or we 
would naturally gravitate to the spot whilst 
on an evening stroll. It was and will always 
be our favorite place on campus.

Spring semester of my junior year, I 
thought it’d be a great idea to teach a stu-
dent-taught course on the history of the 
Space Race. For one of the projects, I had the 
class build, paint and launch their own mod-
el rockets. I’d just turned 21, so I bought [a] 
case of beer, and we set up the launchpad on 
the intramural fields by Wiess as the day was 
winding down. We loaded up the rockets, 
cracked open some beers and fired off the 
first one. The parachute opened successful-
ly, but it drifted back into the middle of an IM 
college softball game on the field next to us. 
Oops. We readjusted the launch pad to face 
well away from the game, and as the night 
went on started putting bigger and bigger 
engines into the rockets until one narrowly 
missed landing on the roof of the Baker Insti-
tute by about a foot, and another drifted all 
the way back to the Baker College quad. Just 
as it was getting almost too dark to continue, 
one of the rockets failed to launch, caught 
fire and began to melt through the metal 
and plastic launchpad. I hadn’t brought a 
fire extinguisher or water or anything, so 
we dumped beer on the flames until the fire 
went out. I wasn’t sure who had more fun – 
us or the old couple who took a break from 
walking their dog to sit down across Wiess 
Drive from the field and laugh at us.

Like every Rice student I grew up a great 
deal during my years on campus.  When I was 
a student here, however, I never suspected that 
someday my own children would grow up at 
Rice as well.  By now, my son has spent nearly 
half of his life on a college campus (and he’s not 

yet a teenager).  Interestingly for my wife and 
I, he learned almost everything a child has to 
learn surrounded by hundreds of fans and ad-
mirers.  Consequently, his sense of how to do 
things was shaped by how people do them in 
the colleges.  We had to break him of some of 
these habits later.  For instance, after we fin-
ished up as Baker College RAs [2000-2004] we 
would sometimes take our little family to din-
ner at a cafeteria.  Early on, my son would gath-
er his food and take a seat at a table that was 
already occupied by a one or two folks!  Out in 
the world, people aren’t quite used to that.  He 
doesn’t do it anymore, but sometimes I think 
we should have followed his lead out in Hous-
ton instead of retreating into convention.

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson

Selim Sheikh 
(Martel ’11, Student Association president 2010-11) Joe Dwyer  

 (Wiess ’11)

Alexander Byrd
(Sid Richardson ’90), Wiess Master 2011-Present and 

Associate Professor of History, RA at Baker 2000-2004
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Timeline of Rice’s next hundred years:
Alumni donate money to cut undergradu-
ate programs, take away student parking, 
remove Willy’s Pub and continue the 
overcrowding of classrooms. Further-
more, the world ends. Or it continues.
 
Mitt Romney becomes the 10th president 
to visit Rice University
 
Rice opens a Department of Social Media
 
Joe-IT guy convicted in brutal murder of 
seven
 
Administration mandates that students 
must wear clothes during Baker 13
 
Bristol Palin becomes the 11th president 
to visit Rice University
 
Administration removes ESTHER and be-
gins randomly assigning students classes
 
Rice students break apathy records when 
Sid Richardson College somehow wins 
Beer Bike
 
Orientation Week is changed into Intro-
duction Half Week
 
Wayne Graham retires
 
Backpage becomes full-page advertise-
ment for Rice Public Relations
 
Sanjula Jain becomes 12th president to 
visit Rice University

Jain is impeached by congress in a scan-
dal known as “iPadgate”
 
Internet fad ends
 
Beer Bike renamed College Bike
 
Introduction Half Week changed into 
Disclaimer and Liability Day
 
Crane Day accident maims 20
 
Rice celebrates having the number 69 in a 
year for the second time in its history
 
Chemistry professor discovers Carbon 420 
molucule, Dickminsterfullerene
 
Tripp Palin becomes 13th president to 
visit Rice University
 
America celebrates 300th anniversary by 
annexing Canada
 
Pub saved
 
Pub closes

 
Rice students “jack” David Leebron’s 
statue by burning it to the ground
 
RPC hosts first successful event
 
Last area of green space disappears with 
the construction of Schubin College
 
University of Houston and its medical 
school surpass Rice on U.S. News and 
world report ranking.
 
Rice ends almost two centuries of discrim-
ination and admits attractive students
 
Sarah Kardashian Palin II becomes 14th 
president to visit Rice University
 
Herzstein Ice Cap melts completely due to 
global warming
 
Rice erects unnecessarily extravagant 
tent to celebrate Centennial Celebration 
of Centennial Celebration. Rice Thresher 
releases celebratory issue in magazine 
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