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Topsey turvey time 
Heads up to all the eager beavers 
already ready to go for next week: 
Monday will follow a Friday class 
schedule and Tuesday will follow a 
Thursday class schedule in order to 
balance the number classes missed 
due to holidays. 

290 gets a face lift
U.S. Highway 290 will be widened to five 
to six lanes in each direction to decrease 
traffic - not to mention stress levels.

Sports                                p. 12

On the road again...
Rice football prepares to take on the 
University of Memphis Tigers Oct. 6 for 
another away game. 

Op-Ed                                    p. 3

Keep Rice Weird
Emily Nichol says Rice Gallery should still 
respect its unique reputation of hosting 
one of a kind installation pieces.

Features                          p. 16

Big wheels keep on turning
This week features the Rice bus drivers: 
the men and women who keep us out of 
the heat and off our feet. 

First round showdown
See two Rice students’ take on the 
first presidential debates for the 2012 
elections.  

Local                                         p. 8

Ron Swanson does not approve
Parks by You pushes to pass Proposition 
B in the 2012 elections to increase the 
number of parks and trails in Houston.

by DiXita ViswaNath
Thresher StaFF

Though the administration is trying to 
increase student enrollment as part of its 
Vision for the Second Century, the number 
of faculty has not increased commensu-
rately, according to Dean of Undergradu-
ates John Hutchinson.

As a result, the student-faculty ratio is 
6:1, as compared to 5.2:1 in 2005, Hutchin-
son said. 

According to Hutchinson, the number 
of faculty is fixed and does not fluctuate 
drastically from year to year. 

“In our Vision for the Second Century, 
we are trying to increase student enroll-
ment from 2,800 to 3,800,” Hutchinson 
said. “Since we did not hire an influx of 
professors, our student-teacher ratio will 
be a bit higher than in the past.” 

Rice currently has 3,708 undergradu-
ate and 2,374 graduate degree-seeking 
students, according to Hutchinson, who 
received this information from the Office 
of Institutional Research. This number is 
projected to increase in the future. 

The student-faculty ratio in 2000 was 
7:1, according to U.S. News and World Re-
port. This decreased to 5.2:1 in 2005 and 
increased again to 5.7:1 in 2010. 

Increased student 
body raises Student-
Teacher ratio at Rice

0see RATIO, page 5

by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

Its debt having doubled in the past year, the 
management of Willy’s Pub is currently focus-
ing efforts on creating a sustainable model of 
business, according to Assistant Dean of Stu-
dents and Director of the Student Center and 
Campus-wide Programs Boyd Beckwith.

Beckwith said Pub is $28,000 in debt. Pub 

has until the end of the academic year to cre-
ate a sustainable business model and not incur 
additional debt, Yoonjin Min, ex officio member 
of the board of directors of V & W Permits, Inc., 
said. A deadline for repayment of the $28,000 
has not been set, according to Beckwith.

Min, who is theStudent Association exter-
nal vice president, said Pub was most prof-
itable back when the drinking age in Texas 
was 18, prior to 1986.

“Unfortunately, there’s only a subset of 
students on campus who are over 21 and can 
buy beer [and] therein lies the problem,” 
Min, a Jones College junior, said. “While they 
have other options, students don’t seem to 
consider them as a place to get food or study. 
They also have to pay some rental fees, which 
means they have to make more than just the 
cost of their raw materials to be profitable.”

Business model changes in store for Pub

0see PUB, page 5

New center aims to improve teaching methods at Rice
by Brooke Bullock

News Editor

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchin-
son announced the creation of the Center for 
Teaching Excellence and the appointment of 
its faculty director, professor of computation 
and applied mathematics Steven Cox, at the 
Student Association meeting on Sept. 24. Cox 
said the CTE fellows have been selected and 
initial discussions have begun, but no plans 
have been finalized yet. 

The center will be open to all of the Rice 
community, including faculty, undergradu-
ates, graduate students, staff and adminis-

tration, Cox said. According to Cox, the CTE 
plans to offer seminars and workshops in in-
novative teaching methods. 

“CTE is led by a faculty director and a board 
of fellows with demonstrated excellence in 
teaching. This group builds the foundation 
for programming about teaching and learning 
at Rice. CTE fellows include faculty such as 
the George R. Brown Award and Salgo Award 
winners and other faculty nominated by their 
chairs and deans,” the CTE mission states.

The CTE currently consists of 16 fellows, 
including Cox, from all schools except the 
Shepherd School of Music, Hutchinson said. 
The selection committee, which consisted of 11 

active Piper Professorship winners from Rice 
University as well as a representative from the 
Faculty Senate, also tried to select a group that 
was diverse in years of teaching experience 
and departments and that included tenured 
and non-tenured professors, Hutchinson said. 
According to Hutchinson, half of the fellows 
will serve a two-year term and half will serve 
a three-year term, so that half the fellows will 
rotate out and new fellows will come in. 

“The goal is to get as many faculty mem-
bers involved as possible while still main-
taining a workable size,” Hutchinson said. 

Associate Dean of Undergraduates Brian 
Gibson said one of his hopes is to use the 

center to help train academic fellows and 
mentors for the one-on-one and small-group 
tutoring they do. 

Jones College Head Fellow Claire Taylor 
said that the opportunity to learn from some 
of the best teachers available would be in-
valuable to mentors and fellows.

“Rice is full of bright minds, but it also 
has some of the most well-equipped teachers 
in the world,” Taylor, a senior, said.  “If the 
Fellows and Mentors could learn to imple-
ment their successful techniques in a more 
intimate setting, I think that would be im-
mensely beneficial for Rice’s students.”

0see CTE, page 6

Pub has been brainstorming ideas for how to increase profit and student traffic in order prevent further debt. Ideas include adding gates to 
the bar so that Willy’s Pub can close but still function as a study and lounge space for students.  

Dante ZakhiDov/thresher

Since we did not hire an 
influx of professors, our 
student-teacher ratio will 
be a bit higher than in the 
past. 

John Hutchinson
Dean of Undergraduates



the Rice Thresher Friday, October 05, 2012OP-ED4 EDITORIAL2

The Thresher questions the Stu-
dent Association’s Executive Board’s 
decision to purchase an iPad for the 
SA president’s use (see story page 7). 
As a blanket tax organization, the SA 
should make prudent use of student 
tax money, and the Executive Board’s 
members have failed to justify  
the purchase.

The SA claims the iPad was neces-
sary for the president to take notes 
during meetings because “typing on 
a laptop with a large screen, divert-
ing most of the user’s attention, is 
often considered rude and imper-
sonal” and “writing in a notebook 
during every meeting would require 
extremely rapid handwriting.” While 
the SA president undeniably needs 
to be able to take notes at the many 
meetings she attends, the claim that 
using an iPad for that purpose would 
be less rude or somehow more ap-
propriate than a laptop leaves much 
to be desired. The SA and most other 
organizations have survived count-
less meetings without the luxury of 
a tablet. Without a keyboard, it is 
difficult to see how the SA president 
would be able to both effectively take 
notes and participate in the meeting, 
and with a keyboard, there is very 
little difference between an iPad and 
a small laptop.

The SA further defended the pur-
chase by stating that “the iPad of-
fered a unique solution in that it is 
a durable, portable machine with 
excellent battery life.”  However, the 
current market offers several cheaper 
tablet computers, and the iPad is not 
a unique solution, but rather a high-
end option. Although the choice ulti-
mately made by the Executive Board 
is an older model, it seems unlikely 
that any iPad is actually the most cost 
effective selection, given the needs it 
is meant to fill.

The SA concludes by saying that 
“the purchase of this iPad will make a 
positive difference in the president’s 
communication with the student 
body.” While solid communication 
between the SA and the student body 

is an excellent goal to have in mind, 
a student-funded iPad does not seem 
to be a necessary part of that equa-
tion. While the SA undeniably has 
work to do when it comes to connect-
ing with the bulk of the student body, 
it is unclear how its officers would be 
aided in improving the SA’s online 
and college presence by a tablet.

This purchase might seem to be a 
minor issue, but the Thresher does 
not believe it is responsible to spend 
student tax money – a small or large 
amount – on something that does not 
benefit the students. The funds for 
the tablet constitute the bulk of a fund 
meant to be used on new ideas and ini-
tiatives of the SA’s Executive Board’s 
members. Surely there are more ef-
fective and creative potential uses for  
these funds.

While the Thresher applauds the 
hard work of the SA, we believe the 
SA must focus on representing the 
students’ true interests, reporting its 
accomplishments more frequently so 
students may see the value brought to 
Rice by the SA and spending its funds 
as if they were a trust from taxpayers 
instead of a gift. 

In a period of Rice’s history when 
our traditions and rights often seem 
under attack, it is the SA that must 
defend the student body, just as they 
did by making the Centennial acces-
sible to the students. There’s not an 
app for that.

Errata
The review of the Last Concert Cafe 

in last week’s Arts and Entertainment 
section of the Thresher was misattrib-
uted to Farrah Madannay. The Review 
was written by Clara Navarro. 

The Bayou Bucket article in last 
week’s News section was misattrib-
uted to Bhagwat Kumar. The article 
was written by Teddy Grodek.

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.
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Economy

Immigration

Social Issues

Foreign Policy

Which election issue is 
most important to you?6%

Total number of responses: 102

Health Care

11%

11%

“But it wasn’t a dream. It was a place! And you were there...and you...”

Other

46%

22%

4%

“I’m done with midterms, Toto!”

The Rice Thresher, the official student 
newspaper at Rice University since 1916, 
is published each Friday during the 
school year, except during examination 
periods and holidays, by the students of 
Rice University.

Letters to the Editor must be received by  
5 p.m. the Monday prior to publication 
and must be signed, including college 
and year if the writer is a Rice student.  
Letters should not exceed 250 words in 
length.  The Thresher reserves the rights 
to edit letters for content and length and 
to place letters on our Web site.

 

Editorial and business offices are located 
on the second floor of the Ley Student 
Center:

6100 Main St., MS-524
Houston, TX 77005-1892
Phone (713) 348-4801
Fax (713) 348-5238
Email: thresher@rice.edu
Website: www.ricethresher.org

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All 
other opinion pieces represent solely the 
opinion of the piece’s author.
The Thresher is a member of the ACP, 
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Last Week’s Online Poll Results:

SA’s new iPad an unjustified expense 

OnlinE CommEnts of thE wEEk
In response to “The Great Depression of 1920 
and why I support Mitt Romney over  
Barack Obama”  
(Sept. 21, 2012)

You’re basing your entire premise on a 
counterfactual occurrence that happened 
before the modern monetary system was in 
place. You don’t back up your assertions with 
any actual facts or even a fleshed-out theory 
other than to present as unchallenged the 
idea that less government interference leads 
to higher economic output. Anyone could 
easily refute your assertion with current, 
real-world examples of countries that have 
tried your approach and failed, such as Ire-
land, and examples where the government 
plays a much larger and more active role in 
the economy and has steady, measurable 
success, such as Germany. Those two exam-
ples, however imperfect, are much more rel-
evant to the system in place today and show 
that much has changed since 1920.

You’re right to say (even in the rude 
way you did) that President Barack Obama 
shouldn’t have claimed that “all” econo-
mists agree on anything (if he ever did so 
– I couldn’t find that quote online). How-
ever, he could easily have said that “most” 
economists agree on this or that “leading” 
economists do, which still means some-
thing. I trust the experts much sooner than 
I trust someone who posts a badly written, 

unsupported political diatribe on the Web. 
If you want people to come over to your way 
of thinking, try doing some more research 
and making a compelling argument, rather 
than picking one non-event out of the dis-
tant past and attempting to use it out of 
context. Look instead at the many decades 
of steady, solid growth achieved by almost 
all Western countries in the second half of 
the last century, and see what governments 
did and did not do to help that growth oc-
cur. Bombastic ideology is being done much 
better over at Fox News.

Anonymous

In response to “Why Obama’s plan grows the 
economy. reduces the deficit, and ensures the 
American Dream”  
(Sept. 21, 2012)

President Barack Obama demands spe-
cifics from Governor Mitt Romney on taxes, 
energy, etc., but he only gives broad state-
ments about his proposals for the next four 
years – what’s up? He also accuses Romney 
of increasing taxes on lower-income people, 
knowing it’s false. He promises equal op-
portunity regardless of income as long as 
you make a large contribution to his re-elec-
tion, a la Solyndra and others.

Anonymous 
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“Civil disobedience is the true foundation of 
liberty. The obedient must be made slaves.” –
Henry David Thoreau

It is wisdom students all share to some extent, 
many of them more than they think. It is unyield-
ing defense of individual freedom against the 
unjust, spanning centuries of history plagued 
by struggles between the oppressor and the op-
pressed. And it is a belief that subconsciously 
drives our actions in everyday life.

Humans have an inherent drive to disobey 
rules or laws they do not agree with. Whether it 
is drinking, smoking or even jaywalking, people 
regularly act on personal beliefs in spite of what 
higher authorities tell us. It is why top-down law 
enforcement so often struggles to curtail any so-
cial problem, while grassroots movements are 
often quite successful in reform. Ultimately, le-
gitimacy trumps legality in our daily life. Take for 
instance the disconnect between paper and prac-
tice regarding the Rice University Alcohol Policy.

Rice has a drinking culture conducive to un-
derage drinking. Students do not think twice 
when underclassmen grab a beer. We all know 
it is illegal, but the majority culturally accept 
this behavior and quickly cease to distinguish 
between the arbitrary classification of over or 
under 21. Underage drinking becomes just drink-
ing, more or less, in the eyes of the student body. 
Once society accepts a certain behavior, it be-
comes difficult to change. Imagine the struggle 
the administration would face if it aggresively 
attempted to end underage drinking after years 
of student noncompliance have made it the  
social norm.

Despite differing views, the principle remains 
true. Few struggle to identify at least one rule un-
worthy of compliance, and once one rule is bro-
ken, it becomes easier and easier to justify break-
ing another. One act becomes many, and the 
relative severity of one act of disobedience com-
pared to another blurs. Acting on your personal 
beliefs of what the law ought to be becomes sec-
ond nature. Therein lies the rub.

We each hold unique views of which laws 
are just and which are unjust, which results in a 

gap between community expectations and per-
sonal action. Our entire body of law originates 
from compromise between opposing factions in 
Congress representing competing views of which 
laws are just. Civil disobedience undermines this 
process and, if tolerated, erodes the credibility of 
institutions advocating or enforcing such laws. 
Enforcement appears arbitrary, and we question 
such inconsistency, motivating further disobedi-
ence on similar issues which might not be as uni-
versally accepted.

The new tobacco policy bans smoking near 
the colleges, but experience already shows not 
all smokers will comply. Should this be treated 
any differently? It is difficult to differentiate one 
student drinking underage from another smok-
ing on a balcony. The fundamental motivation of 
each action is identical, but social responses may 
vary. The Rice community discourages smoking 
while creating traditions involving drinking, but 
it is illogical to use this difference to justify sepa-
rate treatment of the two.

The same question applies to use of marijua-
na or hard drugs, as each represents a minority 
engaging in civil disobedience against what they 
view to be an unfair law. The Rice community is 
unlikely to tolerate, let alone encourage, drug 
use, but the libertarian rationale for the toler-
ance of underage drinking remains equally valid 
in principle for hard drugs (technical arguments 
aside). A group of participants in an illegal activ-
ity refuse to obey a law that appears to be unjust 
in their eyes.

Where shall we draw the line? Limiting dis-
obedience to those activities supported by the 
majority of students implies that underage drink-
ing must end once 51 percent of students oppose 
it, a fate few drinkers will accept. How can any 
line drawn be seen as legitimate? Non-enforce-
ment of one law discredits enforcement of anoth-
er. Should we tolerate any illegal consumption 
that does not harm others? The Rice community 
is hardly ready to welcome this reasoning. Yet, 
accepting underage drinking inevitably supports 
accepting all drug use.

The principle of this trend remains even with 
technical arguments included. Questionable 
distinctions between various substances relate 
only to whether a drug should or should not be 
legal in itself. But accepting these proposed dis-
tinctions, the principle remains that if we define 
acceptable behavior as what the Rice community 
believes what the law should be, underage drink-
ing will not survive the day 51 percent of students 
support the current drinking age. Are you ready 
to accept that fate?

    
                James Dargan is a 

Wiess College sophomore.

Last spring, the Centennial was an abstract 
event overlaid on midterm recess. Besides the 
fact that the St. Arnold Brewing Company had 
released two repackaged Rice-inspired Centen-
niAle bottles that I collected for posterity, the 
Centennial meant nothing to me. I was not 
alone in my apathy; my peers revelled in the 
thought of going home or to Austin City Limits 
during the recess. The administration’s initial 
plans for incentivizing students to stay for the 
long weekend included Esperanza and a series 
of lectures it had yet to announce but prom-
ised would be worthwhile. With events geared 
largely toward alumni, faculty and donors, 
students were an afterthought, and thus unin-
volved and unexcited.

For the bulk of my Rice career I have 
treated “the administration,” from the Of-
fice of the President to the Student Associa-
tion, as a monolithic group. But as the count-
down to the Centennial draws to a close, I 
have realized that while the administration 
has rested on its laurels, assuming its “hap-
piest students” would undoubtedly stay on 
campus for a Sadie Hawkins dance, the SA 
has taken the initiative to make the Cen-
tennial relevant to us, and us relevant to  
the Centennial.

Before the administration takes credit for 
the panoply of planned Centennial events, I 
want to commend the SA for making the Cen-
tennial matter to us, the students. Those Rice 
Centennial Student Events Tour pamphlets we 
received in our mailboxes this week are packed 
with daily activities because the SA, not the ad-
ministration, cared to make sure the students 
were involved. To be sure, the administration 
and other departments did cooperate and fund 
some of the events, but not without resistance. 
SA President Sanjula Jain said in some cases 
the negotiations for funding a one-hour activ-
ity spanned two months. Juxtapose the student 

Centennial schedule featured on the Rice web-
site homepage with that on the SA’s homepage 
and you will see the stark contrast from blank 
blocks of time to days packed with overlapping 
events, which include the North and South 
block parties, the student finale college dinners  
and Architectronica. 

Of course, the SA did not work alone. Prof-
fered an initial budget of $0, the SA, largely 
with the help of Student Activities Director 
Kate Abad, and Student Center Assistant Direc-
tor Julie Neisler, necessitated the collaboration 
of student clubs and committees to innovate a 
student twist to the Centennial. Though I am 
not the biggest fan of the Rice Program Coun-
cil, which has a knack for scheduling Screw-
Yer-Roommate every year on the Friday of the 
Rice cross country home meet, it deserves 
plaudits for having rescheduled and modified 
its annual events, such as the Mr. Rice Talent 
Show to fall on Centennial weekend. Jones Col-
lege junior Clinton Willbanks and the Centen-
nial student involvement committee listened 
to students’ picnic food complaints and com-
missioned about a dozen food trucks for the  
Centennial Picnic.

External Vice President Yoonjin Min 
reached out to the Rice Young Alumni and 
the Center for Career Development to orga-
nize a networking event for students. College 
presidents have sent save-the-date emails to 
their colleges’ alumni and have encouraged 
student enthusiasm for the Centennial Cup. 
No detail has been overlooked, from branding 
the Centennial as a “four-day birthday party” 
to arranging the Student Vision for the Second 
Century Town Hall, in which students have a 
platform to make noise, and perhaps grab the 
attention of donors for a Rice Memorial Center 
upgrade, which unsurprisingly is not near the 
top of the administration’s new projects list.

With Esperanza tickets sold out and stu-
dents selling their ACL tickets on Facebook, 
the SA’s campaign to make the Centennial mat-
ter to students seems to have been successful. 
Rice students can no longer stand to be an af-
terthought or ignored in the administration’s 
decisions and in light of the Centennial, the SA 
has demonstrated it just may have the pluck to 
represent our student body.

     
                           Farrah Madanay is a  
                                  Duncan College senior and  
                        Thresher Arts & Entertainment editor.    

This year’s SA is strong in pushing 
student opinion in the Centennial 

Put substances on even ground

James Dargan

Farrah Madanay

Rice University Art Gallery is awesome, and 
it holds an important place in Rice’s community: 
It is completely unique in that it is the only uni-
versity gallery in the country dedicated to site-
specific installation art. It almost always hosts 
single artists (or artist pairs who always work 
together) to install temporary work that uses in-
novative, unusual materials. So the decision to 
host a conventional gallery show at Rice Gallery, 
especially right now, is an odd and not entirely 
welcome choice.

The current show in the gallery, “Tradition 
Redefined: The Larry and Brenda Thompson 
Collection of African-American Art,” “seeks to 
redefine the canon of African-American art,” ac-
cording to the gallery’s website. While this col-
lection of paintings, sculptures and print work 
is definitely thought-provoking and taps into 
issues of the avant-garde outside of traditional 
western art, it does not quite fit at Rice Gallery. 
The show is beautiful and meaningful, but it 
is so normal. You could imagine seeing it at 
any art museum in the country. Why is this the 
show – which is so out of character with Rice 
Gallery’s mission – that is being billed as Rice’s  
Centennial Exhibition?

The issue of Rice Gallery’s flexibility may be 
challenged, but I do not think it should be put 
forth during such a pivotal moment in Rice’s his-
tory. Perhaps there are questions of the gallery’s 
popularity on campus, and more traditional art 

shows might bring in more students, families 
and community members. However, the gallery 
is highly respected across the nation for its com-
mitment to such inventive and site-specific work, 
however ephemeral or bizarre. It is the nature of 
the artwork, and it is part of what makes it spe-
cial – but either way, this point does not need 
to be debated right now. In fact, Rice could have 
used the Centennial celebration to assert Rice 
Gallery’s position in the art world and its impor-
tance on campus. Why not use the celebration to 
pull in a widely known, popular artist to do some 
amazing original work just for Rice? Rice could 
have utilized the gallery’s particular mission in 
conjunction with its birthday to create work peo-
ple could only see and appreciate during this his-
torically meaningful moment for our university. 

Rice Gallery holds not only a special position 
nationally, in comparison to other university 
galleries, but also in Houston. The local art com-
munity will doubtless notice this strange shift 
toward conformity. This change may actually 
have a negative effect on the gallery’s popularity, 
since it so opposes the gallery’s usually progres-
sive contemporary stance toward the creation of 
art. It may jeopardize the gallery’s relationships 
with local donors and patrons that keep the  
gallery open.

Most of all, Rice needs to recognize that stu-
dents notice the change this exhibition marks for 
the gallery. While it may be an honor to host part 
of a nationally recognized collection on our cam-
pus and we should note the importance this col-
lection holds in and of itself, this show is a poor 
representation of the distinctive, one-of-a-kind 
art that Rice Gallery normally encourages. This 
should be a time to celebrate Rice’s individual-
ity and distinction in the art world. The gallery’s 
own tradition should not be redefined in a mo-
ment that looks like a compromise for popularity. 

 
                                                     Emily Nichol is a  
                                                            Wiess College senior and 
                                                           Thresher senior editor.   

Centennial Gallery art a letdown

Emily Nichol 
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The Presidential Debate

Why Obama, Romney, 
and the American 
people lost  
the debate

The real Romney 
comes out of 

hiding 

Neeraj Salhotra
For The Thresher

As the first presidential debate ended, I found myself asking: How did everyone lose 
that debate? While Governor Mitt Romney may have done slightly better than President 
Barack Obama, nobody, not even the American people, truly triumphed.

This debate presented both candidates with an opportunity to offer a vision for ad-
dressing two of our nation’s greatest challenges – widening income inequality and falling 
social mobility – which trap low-income Americans in poverty and prevent thousands 
of underserved students from reaching their dreams. Yet, neither candidate mentioned 
terms such as equality of opportunity, American Dream or socioeconomic mobility. 
Obama, for example, explained the nuances of specific policy proposals, including his 
proposed Medicare savings, the Dodd-Frank legislation and the Independent Payment 
Advisory Board that would offer recommendations as to which medical procedures actu-
ally work. Romney, on the other hand, was rather vague about his tax reform proposal, 
his healthcare plan and his financial reform initiative. Perhaps the only matter on which 
Romney was specific was his desire to cut the subsidy to the Public Broadcasting Service, 
despite his professed love for Big Bird. These issues are all crucially important; however, 
neither candidate discussed the real suffering many Americans are feeling.

Although statistics never truly capture people’s pain, the magnitude of our chal-
lenges can be seen through three numbers. Firstly, the top 1 percent of Americans cur-
rently hold nearly 18 percent of the nation’s income, and the top 20 percent control 50 
percent of the nation’s income. Secondly, 42 percent of American children born in the 
lowest income quintile will remain in that quintile when they become adults. Thirdly, 
15 percent of Americans live below the poverty line. These numbers together paint a 
dismal reality, wherein many Americans are mired in a cycle of poverty, making social 
mobility a fantasy.

These statistics may seem vacuous, but they represent real people who cannot de-
termine their own futures. These are kids who live in a low-income ZIP code, attend a 
sub-par school and are therefore unable to attend college. These are parents who work 
multiple jobs but because of inadequate government support cannot provide for their 
families. These are youth who face neighborhood violence that stifles their academic po-
tential. Most importantly, these are our fellow Americans, with values, dreams and aspi-
rations similar to our own, who cannot achieve a middle-class life. 

While both candidates claim to care about these Americans, neither presented a plan 
to fix their situation. Neither articulated a vision that would reduce income inequality by 
increasing the tax code’s progressivity, improving our educational system and strength-
ening our transfer system. Neither candidate outlined a plan to expand programs like 
Pell Grants or Earned Income Tax Credits that help low-income Americans achieve their 
aspirations. Neither candidate, perhaps most unfortunately, explained their aspiration 
of ensuring that every American, regardless of the community in which they live, can 
achieve the American dream. This single failure left the American people losers of this de-
bate, and if neither candidate develops a plan to expand equality of opportunity, perhaps 
the people will find themselves losers for the next four years as well.

Anthony Lauriello
Editorial Staff

Only America’s unique political system requires that the candidate behind in the polls 
look chipper while the candidate favored to win pout like a 5-year-old whose parents took 
away his Halloween candy. Yet this is exactly what happened Wednesday night as frontrun-
ner President Obama made a new definition of playing it safe by staring at his podium while 
Governor Romney tried a desperate gambit to win back the votes of Americans; he decided 
to be himself.

Instead of the cringe-worthy Romney we have seen on the campaign, a confused candi-
date whose talking points seemed only aimed at the Fox News set, we had a confident poli-
tician willing to tackle important issues and appeal to the center. Romney didn’t run away 
from passing healthcare in Massachusetts, he embraced it and contrasted his bipartisan 
approach with Barack Obama’s use of reconciliation to force a vote in the Senate. Romney 
didn’t cry class warfare as soon as Obama mentioned tax cuts on the rich, he made a clear 
promise not to lower tax cuts on the wealthy. Romney explained his policies, and while he 
did not always go into detail, he offered a vision of a free market approach while appearing 
presidential.

In response, Obama said little and looked afraid of making any mistakes. At times he spoke 
like a professor bored of his own subject. The president even uttered the painful phrase: “Let 
us talk about taxes, as I believe it is instructive”. He also had no clear response to Romney’s 
challenges. He was unable to refute Romney’s arguments about delegating more power to the 
states or the importance of the ballooning deficit, and he could not answer why no Republi-
can voted for his healthcare plan, which he described as a “Republican idea.”

This is not to say Romney is without his own faults. His remarks to Jim Lehrer about 
cutting funding to PBS: “I love Big Bird. Actually, I like you too. But I’m not going to keep 
on spending money on things to borrow money from China to pay for us,” fell flat. Fur-
thermore, PBS’s share of the budget is negligible. While Romney is correct in the painful 
choices we need to make to bring down the debt, he should be tackling the monster of en-
titlement spending, not small and useful discretionary spending. Later in the debate Rom-
ney addressed those issues head on and spoke honestly about the need to reform Medicare.

The response to the debates from the left was that Romney won because he lied. This is 
not true. Yes, Romney did exaggerate some statistics, like all politicians, including Obama, 
do, but he did not tell any outright fibs. I hope that in the coming weeks Romney releases 
more information about his tax policies to quiet the claim that his plan does not add up. 
Furthermore, I have read many scathing reviews of moderator Jim Lehrer’s control of the 
debate. Lehrer had the near impossible job of telling the most powerful man in the country 
to shut up and he did a good job of letting the candidates steer the conversation and draw 
contrasts between themselves. He left the challenging to the politicians and focused his 
energy on trying to keep the candidates from running over time.

As Obama reevaluates his performance, I am sure he will switch tactics and debate bet-
ter in the future. What is important is not that he miscalculated but that Romney finally be-
came comfortable and found his message. Despite claims to the contrary in the last couple 
of weeks, this election is far from over.

If you are interested in writing an op-ed for the Thresher on an election issue, please contact Julian Yao at julian.yao@rice.edu. 

Obama 49%

Romney 45%

Obama vs. Romney 2012 pre-election 
results among registered voters

A Gallup poll conducted from 
Sept. 27-Oct. 3 asking registered 
voters who they would vote for if the 
election were held today showed a 
49 percent to 45 percent advantage 
for the incumbent, Barack Obama, 
over Mitt Romney. Another poll, con-
ducted Wednesday night by CNN, 
found that 66 percent of respon-
dents thought Romney won the first 
presidential debate, compared to 

25 percent who thought Obama had 
won. While the general consensus is 
that Romney had a stronger showing 
than Obama, it is difficult to gauge 
how much of an effect the debate 
will have on polling numbers. With 
two presidential debates and a vice 
presidential debate remaining, 
Obama has a chance to redeem him-
self while Romney will seek to con-
tinue bringing the pressure. 

49%45%

In 32 days, hundreds of millions 
of people in this country will head 
to the polls to cast their vote for the 
next president of the United States. 
As we head into the final stretch 
before the election, the Thresher 
will start to cover a different 
topic pertinent to the election 
in each issue, featuring opinion 
editorials from individuals in the 
Rice community that discuss each 
candidate’s policies. Our goal is 
to bring political awareness to the 
Rice University Campus and to allow 
individuals in the Rice community to 
voice opinions that matter to them, 
their peers and their colleagues. 

Other 6%

6%
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In addition, U.S. News and World Report 
states that 69.6 percent of Rice’s classes have 
fewer than 20 students while 22.5 percent of Rice’s 
classes have between 20 and 49 students in the 
class. Only 8 percent of classes have over 50 stu-
dents. The average class size for all classes at Rice, 
according to the Office of Institutional Research, 
is 21 students, while the median is 13. 

Recently, upper-level engineering classes 
have had relatively high enrollment, according to 
Hutchinson, who received the information from 
the Office of Institutional Research. Hutchinson 
said this increase is due to student body’s shifting 
interests. 

“The population of students moves around 
from year to year,” Hutchinson said. “Since we 
are a small university, the demand for different 
majors will vary over time. In both the past and 
future, we will have dramatic increases in all 
subjects.”

Brown College senior and electrical engineer 
Isabella Gonzalez said she believes the class sizes 
for engineering classes are much higher than that 
of courses in other departments. 

“If I had to guess, the [typical class size] is 15 for 
electrical engineering students,” Gonzalez said. 

Gonzalez attributes the increase in class size 
for electrical engineering courses to the increased 
interest in the major.

“My classes are really unnaturally large,” 
Gonzalez said. “In the year above us, there were 
about 20 electrical engineers. In my year, there are 
about 45 electrical engineers.”

Sid Richardson senior and economics, classi-
cal studies and policy studies major Neeraj Sal-
hotra said class sizes may be different for upper-
level humanities courses. 

“I am currently taking three classes where it 
is just me and the professor,” Salhotra said. “The 
upper-level courses in these subjects are great for 
their small faculty interaction.” 

Will Rice College sophomore and political sci-
ence major Devynn Moreno, who was previously 
an architecture student, said the ratio can differ 
by distribution. 

“Our architecture [class size] was typically 13,” 
Moreno said. “Currently, I would predict the aver-
age [class size at Rice] to be 20.”

Brown College junior and bioengineering ma-
jor Melody Tan said bioengineering classes are 
much larger.

“For most bioengineering classes, not includ-
ing general math and science courses that are 
required for our major, I would estimate that the 
[class size] is 50,” Tan said.

The overall student-faculty ratio is calculated 
using a formula published by the U.S. News  and 
World Report. Senior Director of News and Media 
Relations BJ Almond said it involves both full-
time and part-time students and faculty. 

“The [student-faculty] ratio is the the ratio of 
full- time equivalent students plus one-third part-
time students to full-time equivalent instructional 
faculty plus one-third part-time,” Almond said. 

Hutchinson said full-time equivalent faculty 

does not include those who are predominantly 
involved in teaching graduate-level students, 
teaching assistants, undergraduate assistants, 
faculty at the Jones School of Business or under-
graduate student-taught courses. Part-time in-
structors are added on a fractional basis, accord-
ing to Hutchinson.

“At Rice, we have 617 faculty with full-time 
equivalence,” Hutchinson said. 

Full-time equivalent professors do not neces-
sarily carry tenure, according to Hutchinson. He 
defined tenure as a continuing contract with the 
university throughout a professor’s career. 

“When hired initially, faculty are normally 
hired without tenure with the plan that they will 
get tenure,” Hutchinson said. “Faculty are ex-
pected to carry on scholarship throughout their 
years at Rice. Scholarship entails creative produc-
tion, design or publication.”

Hutchinson said that professors undergo a re-
view for tenure in their seventh year of professor-
ship at Rice. If tenure is not granted, the professor 
will be given an eighth year to find a different job 
at another university. 

The rules and time scale for tenure vary by 
university, according to Hutchinson. In addition, 
tenure from one university may not necessar-
ily carry over to another university if a professor 
changes jobs.

According to Hutchinson, 23 percent of pro-
fessors at Rice are on the non-tenure track, which 
means there is not a plan to consider them for ten-
ure. Although they are on the non-tenure track, 
they can still be considered full-time faculty. 

“[Ann Saterbak] won the George R. Brown 
Prize for Excellence in Teaching in 2011 and is an 
excellent member of our faculty. Although she 
does not hold tenure, she does still count as a 
full-time faculty member of the Rice community,” 
Hutchinson said.

The student-faculty ratio at comparable uni-
versities is at a similar level, according to U.S. 
News and World Report. Dartmouth College has 
a 8:1 student-faculty ratio and 64.7 percent of 
classes there have fewer than 20 students. Duke 
University’s student-faculty ratio is 7:1, and 71.6 
percent of its classes have fewer than 20 students.

0RATIO
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cut costs and waste
by Sana Yaklour

For The Thresher

With a new year comes change. This year, 
Rice students returned to find that the paper 
cups in the serveries had been replaced with 
smaller, 8-ounce cups.

Senior Business Director of Housing and 
Dining David McDonald said the cup size was 
reduced because of the increasing costs of 
food and paper products.

The cost of a 12-ounce cup eight years ago 
is the same as the cost of an 8-ounce cup to-
day, and food costs have been increasing by 
3 percent every year, which is equivalent to a 
20 percent increase over the past eight years, 
McDonald said. 

“We have to watch every dime we spend,” 
McDonald said. 

McDonald said in order to be able to allo-
cate more money toward better quality of food 
for Rice students, some money needs to be 
cut from the money allocated to purchasing 
paper products. With the switch to 8-ounce 
cups, H&D now can allocate 4 cents per cup 
toward food quality and quantity, according 
to McDonald. 

H&D Manager of Communications Susann 
Glenn said there is a misconception that H&D 
is for-profit, but it is not.

The size reduction of the paper cups is 
also a part of H&D’s ongoing effort to be more 
green and to reduce its paper footprint, Mc-
Donald said. Previous moves toward this goal 
include dispensers for plastic utensils and pa-
per napkins, which greatly reduced spillage 
and therefore waste of the utensils and nap-
kins, according to McDonald. 

By reducing the sizes of the paper cups 
in the serveries, McDonald said he hopes to 
reduce the amount of trash produced by Rice 
that goes into landfills.

Duncan College senior Abigail Corrington 
said she agrees with H&D’s goal to become 
more sustainable but questions whether re-

ducing the sizes of the paper cups in the serv-
eries is really the right way to go about attain-
ing that goal. 

“I appreciate what H&D is trying to 
achieve,” Corrington said. “However, … the 
switch from large paper cups to small ones 
… may not be accomplishing their goal, as 
students seem to use twice the number of 
cups as they would if we still had the large 
ones in an attempt to get the same amount 
of their drink.” 

McDonald advises against using two cups 
to get the same amount of drink and instead 
hopes to encourage students to bring their 
own containers to take their drinks with them 
to promote sustainability.

According to both Jones College food rep-
resentative Pooja Reddy and Baker College 
food representative Chelsea Rodrigues, an-
other reason H&D replaced the larger paper 
cups with smaller ones was to discourage 
students from using the cups to take food and 
dessert from the serveries. McDonald, how-
ever, disagrees. 

“Although it is true that some people take 
food in the cups with them, H&D made this 
decision [to reduce the sizes of paper cups] 
from a sustainable and financial standpoint,” 
McDonald said. 

Glenn and McDonald said they wanted 
to remind students that they have a voice in 
H&D’s affairs.

“When students are concerned about 
something in the servery, they should contact 
us directly,” Glenn said. “We want and en-
courage collaboration between the students 
and the chefs.”

Wiess College freshman Alex Tran said 
he finds the smaller cups problematic even 
though he has never had the 12-ounce cups 
since it is his first year. 

“I like to get a paper cup for a drink after 
lunch and dinner while I’m doing work in my 
room, but the size means I end up finishing it 
too fast,” Tran said. 

0PUB
 from page 1

Beckwith attributed the increase in Pub’s 
debt from $14,000 in October 2011 to a num-
ber of factors including fewer rentals for 
events, such as college Pub nights; compe-
tition from Valhalla for beer sales; competi-
tion from The Hoot for late-night food sales; 
and increases in fixed costs, such as rent 
paid to the university and the administrative 
support fee paid to the Student Center. Beck-
with said both the rent and administrative 
support fee have been discounted. The rent 
paid to the university includes the costs of 
utilities and custodial services.

Beckwith said the Student Center does 
not have the financial resources to continue 
to cover Pub’s losses.

“[Last year,] we wanted to the give Pub a 
chance to improve its operations,” Beckwith 
said. “However, financial projections made 
at the beginning of the semester indicated 
that Pub might incur an additional $10,000 
in debt.”

Beckwith said that in order to create a 
sustainable business model, Pub must not 
primarily rely on revenue from alcoholic 
beverages.

“Pub needs to find additional ways to 
generate revenue,” Beckwith said. “Pub can-
not rely on selling a product that less than 
25 percent of the undergraduate population 
can purchase. They are making great strides 
with their food operations; however, many 
in the Rice community still do not see Wil-
ly’s as a place to get a meal.”

Beckwith said V & W Permits, Inc. mem-
bers and the Student Center are working 
with Pub to brainstorm options for a more 
profitable business model.

“The Student Center is getting quotes to 
install a security gate around the bar area 
that could decrease Pub’s personnel costs 
by allowing them to close during their less 
profitable hours,” Beckwith said. “However, 
it would allow the space to still be used by 
the Rice community as a lounge, meeting or 
event space. However, this is just one option 
that is being considered.”

Brown College sophomore Elena Rodri-
guez said she thinks Pub is important to the 
campus.

“Even though it can be a drinking envi-
ronment, it’s not exactly like a party,” Rodri-
guez said. “It’s a good place to meet people, 
socialize and just relax after a long week of 
classes.”

Wiess College junior Olyver Yau said 
many students do not know that Pub sells 
food and its location is more inconvenient 
than other vendors on campus.

“I don’t know much about Pub,” Yau 
said. “I don’t really feel like they ever talk 
about it. The Hoot is easy because it’s in the 
servery, but you don’t pass through Pub. You 
have to want to go there already.”

Yau said he was not aware that Pub 
served options other than alcohol until he 
was a sophomore and suggested that Pub 
advertise that information during Orienta-
tion Week.

“I feel like people don’t really think of 
Pub having food and that’s probably why 
nobody goes,” Yau said.

Rodriguez said Pub should encourage 
students to come study and work on group 
projects there.

“I think it would be really good for [Pub] 
to try to find other ways to earn money be-
cause I’d hate to see it close down,” Rodri-
guez said.

My classes are really un-
naturally large,” Gonzalez 
said. “In the year above 
us, there were about 20 
electrical engineers. In my 
year, there are about 45 
electrical engineers

Isabella Gonzalez
Brown College senior
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STUDENT ASSOCIATION MINUTES
The following were noted at the most recent meeting of the Student 
Association on Oct. 1.

■■■ SA President Sanjula Jain announced that a temporary student task force is being 
formed to gather student opinions on what should be emphasized by the Center for 
Teaching Excellence. This task force is the way for students to contribute to the Center 
by collecting student opinion about what makes teachers excellent. Email sapres@
rice.edu with CTE in the subject line if you are interested in being a member of this 
task force.

■■■ Director of the Center for Written, Oral, and Visual Communication Jennifer Wilson 
made a presentation about services offered by the CWOVC including providing feed-
back on written work and oral/visual presentations. Learn more at cwovc.rice.edu or 
visit the 2nd floor Mezzanine of Fondren.

■■■ Lovett College President Christian Neal announced that the Student Activities Presi-
dents Programming fund is looking for students interested in becoming involved with 
the committee. The SAPP committee reviews applications and awards funds to student 
organizations. Email sapres@rice.edu with SAPP in the subject line if you are inter-
ested in becoming a member of this committee.

■■■ Jain stated that the SA has started a campaign to start conversations about the need 
for a new student center. Learn more at sa.rice.edu/studentcenter.

■■■ SA Internal Vice President Yoonjin Min said that the Real World Roundup, put on by the 
Career Development Center, will take place during Centennial weekend on Thursday, 
Oct. 11, at 7:30 p.m. The Roundup is a chance for students to meet with Rice alumni 
from around the world. An RSVP is required and you can sign up on Rice Link (ccd.rice.
edu) under Events.

■■■ Min stated that Willy’s Pub is $28,000 in debt. Managers are working to create a 
stable business plan and they encourage all students to look into their new services.

■■■ Representatives from the Dean’s Cup Task Force collected student opinion at the Sen-
ate meeting about potential solutions to issues regarding the President’s Cup and IM 
Sports program. Issues discussed included making the President’s Cup a trophy the 
winning college will hold for a year, emphasizing IM sports sign up during O-week, 
and charging respective colleges the forfeit fees that are now being paid by captains.

■■■ Sigma Fi representative Bob Williams announced that seniors majoring in Chemistry 
may be eligible for membership in Sigma Fi, an honorary science and engineering 
organization.

The SA will next meet on Monday, Oct. 8, at 9  p.m. in the Farnsworth Pavilion.

IM lights affect Skyspace
Taylor said the center would also be help-

ful for teachers of student-taught courses, 
many of whom have never run a classroom 
before. Cox said training STC teachers is one 
of his own goals, as well as training students 
who work in labs and offer assistance on 
problem sets. 

“The better we do at training them, the 
more visible we will be,” Cox said.

According to Hutchinson, the CTE will 
also help students interested in long-term 
careers in teaching through the workshops 
and seminars, which will be open to stu-
dents as well as faculty, staff and adminis-
trators. 

McMurtry College junior and student in 
Rice’s Undergraduate Teacher Education Pro-
gram Francis Iyer said the center would be 
helpful if it allowed for practical experience. 

“I definitely think I could benefit from 
the new center, especially as I’m studying to 
become a high school teacher, but it does de-
pend on whether the programs end up being 
geared more towards faculty at Rice or stu-
dents,” Iyer said. “In the teaching certifica-
tion program, we’re always looking for more 
opportunities to teach in a realistic environ-
ment, so if the center offered something that 
could help facilitate that, I would definitely 
take advantage of it.”

Hutchinson said so far, there are only 
faculty fellows, but he and the CTE will con-
tinue to ask how students can become more 
involved, both as beneficiaries and as part 
of the CTE itself. Student Association Presi-
dent Sanjula Jain announced at the Oct. 1 SA 
meeting that a task force is being formed to 
gather student opinions about potential pro-
grams at the CTE.

The CTE has its initial funding from an 
extended budget Hutchinson requested last 
year, he said. However, he said he hopes a 
donor will grant an endowment, as many 
universities have similar programs named 
for their endower. Cox said the CTE will also 
be pursuing grants to help raise funds.  

The CTE fellows will meet on a monthly 
basis to develop the center’s programs this 
semester, Cox said.

0CTE
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TEACHING 
FELLOWS

Teaching fellows from each school at 
Rice other than Shepherd have been 
selected to help lead the Center for 
Teaching Excellence. The Center aims 
to engage Rice faculty and students in 
the efforts to promote teaching excel-
lence at Rice and beyond.

Engineering
■■■ Steve Cox - Computational and    

         Applied Mathematics
■■■ Marcia O’Malley - Mechanical                                              

         Engineering and Materials 
         Sciences

■■■ Ann Saterbak - Bioengineering
■■■ Jane Grande-Allen - Bioengineering

Humanities
■■■ Kate de Luna - History
■■■ Lisa Balabanlilar - History
■■■ Matthias Henze - Religious  

    Studies

Natural Sciences
■■■ Mike Gustin - Biochemistry
■■■ Kathy Matthews - Biochemistry
■■■ Jason Hafner - Physics

Social Sciences
■■■ Ric Stoll - Political Science
■■■ Bridget Gorman - Sociology
■■■ Rachel Kimbro - Sociology

Architecture
■■■ Reto Geiser

Jones School of Business
■■■ Al Napier
■■■ Robert Westbrook

by Tina Ou
Thresher Staff

Students may notice a change to the intramu-
ral field lights in the next month.

The IM lights are being adjusted to avoid influ-
encing the sunset light shows of neighboring Tur-
rell Skyspace, according to Assistant Director for 
IM and Club Sports Justin Stafford. The changes 
to the IM lights should be completed by the end of 
October, Stafford said.

Stafford said the issue of the IM lights adverse-
ly affecting the Turrell Skyspace became apparent 
toward the end of the spring semester of 2012, 
when several IM games had to be rescheduled to 
accommodate the sunset light shows at Turrell 
Skyspace.

Jones College junior and powderpuff coach 
Nick Semon said he and a few other students had 
received an email earlier this semester from the 
Intramural Sports regarding a few dates when the 
IM fields would be closed because the lights could 
not be turned on due to events being held at the 
Turrell Skyspace.

Jones College senior and powderpuff coach 
Richard Ledo said there was a rumor that do-
nors who visited the Rice campus and wanted 
to visit the Turrell Skyspace would ask the Bar-
bara and David Gibbs Wellness and Recreation 
Center to turn off the IM field lights for better 
viewing of the light shows. According to Ledo, 
there has not been a problem with the IM lights 
for the past four weeks.

Turrell Skyspace Manager Emily Stein said 
she has been working with the recreation center 
to communicate possible scheduling conflicts 
this year.

According to Recreation Center Director Tina 
Villard, she and Stein communicate about two 
weeks in advance of any conflicting dates, and 
over the past month and a half, the Skyspace light 
shows did not affect much of the IM scheduling, 
with only about five dates containing potential 
conflicts.

Stein said the university realized after project-
ing sunrise and sunset sequences that the light 
shows would overlap with IM events and that the 
IM field lights would influence the light shows. 
The Turrell Skyspace light show operates based 
on the light perceived from its surrounding envi-
ronment, Stein said. The LED lights shining onto 
the ceiling shift depending on the colors of the 
sky during sunrise and sunset, but lights from the 
campus can also affect the light sequence.

“The light sequence, because it’s comprised of 
light, is affected by lights,” Stein said.

“There are lights all over, including the IM 
lights and the walkway lights.”

Stein said the university has been working 
with a light consultant to reach a solution that 
will minimize light spillage in the areas around 
the Turrell Skyspace.

Facilities, Engineering and Planning Senior 
Project Manager Eleni Barzouka said the light-
ing consultant will work with the campus elec-
trical engineer to find a resolution. According to 
Barzouka, the adjustments will only take place 
for a few selected IM field lights and will include 
changing those light fixtures to reduce or elimi-
nate light spillage. Barzouka said the change will 
not affect the quality of the lighting.

“Only a few poles facing the Skyspace will be 
adjusted,” Barzouka said. “This involves chang-
ing some light fixtures to those that reduce spill-
age, adjusting the mounting height of these light 
fixtures and using visors specifically made for 
these updated fixtures which will direct the light 
to the IM fields.”

Villard said changing the IM lights was neces-
sary to make sure they would be able to provide 
sufficient lighting for the entire field. According to 
Villard, the university will be footing the bill for 
the light changes, and in the case of Field 7, the 
lights will be an upgrade.

During the past few weeks, the Turrell Sky-
space has been closed on Mondays and Wednes-
days to accommodate IM matches, Stein said. On 
Tuesdays, the Skyspace is also closed, reverting 
from its role as a public arts exhibition to being 
a music lab for the Shepherd School of Music, 
which experiments with digital music and acous-
tic music inside the space. Stein said that even-
tually, the Shepherd School of Music will also 
hold performances on selected Tuesdays in the 
Skyspace.

“[The Skyspace is] kind of like an ampitheater, 
though it’s an art installation,” Stein said.

The Turrell Skyspace is currently closed for 
cleaning, maintenance and technical updates 
before the Centennial Celebration, according to 
Stein. During the Centennial Celebration, the 
Skyspace will be open only to Rice staff, students, 
faculty and alumni. It will reopen to the public on 
Oct. 15. 

Barzouka said the problem of light spillage is 
often encountered around stadiums, intramural 
facilities and airports.

“The solution reached enables the lighting of 
the current fields to be updated while at the same 
time addressing concerns for the light spillage of 
the Skyspace, an art project of great significance 
to Rice,” Barzouka said. 
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Flooding threatens Buffalo Bayou
By MOlly Chiu

LOCal EdiTOr

The Bayou City may soon need to take mea-
sures to protect one of its bayous. Last Tuesday, 
the Museum of Fine Arts Houston hosted a panel 
entitled “The Forgotten Buffalo Bayou: A Civic 
and Civil Discussion About a Touchy Subject,” 
in which panelists discussed two potential flood 
threats to Buffalo Bayou – on the east from the 
Houston Ship Channel and on the west from Ad-
dicks and Barker Reservoirs.

The panel was led by Rice University professor 
of civil and environmental engineering Jim Black-
burn and included City Council Member At-Large 
Stephen Costello, University of Houston architec-
ture professor Thomas Colbert, SWA Group CEO 
Kevin Shanley and professional engineer Law-
rence Dunbar.

According to Blackburn, the Ship Channel is 
vulnerable to hurricanes.

“All of it is relatively low-lying, and if the right 
storm came along, you could have over $100 bil-
lion in damage,” Blackburn said. “Plus, there 
would be tremendous environmental damage.”

One solution to this problem that has been 
proposed is the “Ike Dike,” a barrier system 
that would complement the current seawall 
with dikes and floodgates. Blackburn said the 
Severe Storm Prediction, Education and Evacu-
ation from Disasters Center at Rice University 
has come up with another feasible solution to 
the Ship Channel problem: a gate structure at 
the mouth of the channel that would protect 
against a 25-foot storm surge.

“We can protect that area, we can finance 
it locally and we can do it relatively quickly,” 

Blackburn said. “We need to step up and pro-
tect this area to protect our economic and envi-
ronmental future.”

Buffalo Bayou is bordered on the west by 
Addicks and Barker Reservoirs. According to 
the Army Corps of Engineers, which has ap-
proximately 300 dams under its jurisdiction, 
these dams are two of the six most dangerous 
dams in the United States.

“They have been identified [by the Corps of 
Engineers] as having urgent and compelling prob-
lems with dam safety,” Blackburn said. “There is 
the potential of a catastrophic failure of those res-
ervoirs.”

As a result of these findings, the Corps of En-
gineers made an interim plan to not use the dams 
beyond 40 percent capacity, meaning that 60 per-
cent of the flood control capacity has been lost, 
Blackburn said. To make up for the loss of flood 
control at the dams, Blackburn said flood control 
needs to take place west of the dams.

“We have to protect these dams,” Blackburn 
said. “We have to come up with better flood 
control measures west of these dams as more 
development is proposed in the Katy prairie.”

In order to avoid damage to the dams, the 
Corps of Engineers will drain more water from 
the reservoirs than previously planned, increas-
ing flooding downstream in the Buffalo Bayou 
Watershed, which includes developed neighbor-
hoods like River Oaks, the Memorial Drive area 
and downtown, Blackburn said.

According to Blackburn, developments 
west of the reservoirs currently use deten-
tion ponds, which are designed to hold water 
for a maximum of 24 hours. Blackburn said 
there should be development controls requir-

ing the use of retention ponds instead, which 
are designed to hold water for a longer pe-
riod of time.

Colbert said that the situation in Houston after 
a hurricane could be worse than the situation in 
New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. Addition-
ally, Colbert said that there was evidence present-
ed four months before Katrina struck that storm 
surges could overwhelm levees in New Orleans 
and city leaders were warned that action needed 
to be taken.

“New Orleans was warned, and we’ve been 
warned,” Colbert said.

Civil engineering major and Brown College ju-
nior Shelley Reese attended the lecture and said 
she agrees with Colbert.

“I think what happened in New Orleans was 
a warning that we need to take action when we 
know something’s wrong,” Reese said. “We know 
that the dams aren’t working well, and if a large 
storm came through, we would not be prepared. It 
seems like no one is taking action, so it’s the com-
munity’s responsibility to step up.”

Blackburn said that is the type of re-
sponse he hopes to see from people who at-
tended the lecture.

“We need to talk about these issues,” Black-
burn said. “There should be a community upris-
ing to take control of this issue.”

According to Costello, some of this issue is 
outside the City of Houston’s control and must be 
dealt with on a federal level.

“It really depends on how we reach out to our 
congressional delegation and our state senators 
to indicate that this is an imminent problem for 
the city of Houston,” Costello said. “We have to go 
through the federal process.”

TxDOT receives funding for expansion on U.S. 290
By JOEy CapparElla

ThrEshEr STaFF

Road trips to Austin could be a lot less stressful 
in the future thanks to a new expansion project on 
U.S. Highway 290 in Houston.

According to Texas Department of Transpor-
tation Public Information Officer Karen Othon, a 
project to expand U.S. 290 has been in the works 
since the late 1990s but has recently been put on 
the fast track thanks to increased funding.

“We were able to accelerate the construction 
schedule for this project thanks to increased fund-
ing from our partnership with the Harris County 
Toll Road Authority,” Othon said. “[U.S.] 290 is a 
priority because there has been a lot of population 
growth in the Northwest part of Harris County. As 
the population grows, there are more motorists on 
the freeway.”

Othon said the population along the U.S. 290 
corridor between Interstate Highway 610 in Hous-
ton and Farm-to-Market Road 2920 near Tomball is 
expected to grow from approximately 543,000 peo-

ple today to 888,000 people by 2035. Othon said 
U.S. 290, which stretches northwest from Houston 
toward Austin, is currently one of the 20 most con-
gested roadways in Texas.

A TxDOT fact sheet outlines the proposed 
changes for a 38-mile stretch of U.S. 290 in Harris 
County, including widening of the freeway from 
three-to-four lanes to five-to-six lanes and the ad-
dition of auxiliary lanes for high-occupancy ve-
hicles and tolled traffic. Most of the construction 
will begin in mid-2014, with a target completion 
date of 2016.

Othon also said there was potential for a bicy-
cle greenway and even a light-rail corridor.

“We made presentations to many stakeholders 
and neighborhood groups, and those are the things 
that people were asking for,” Othon said. “Our ap-
proach is multi-modal, so there are provisions 
made in the ultimate plan, like the 50 feet of the 
corridor that are reserved for the possibility of light 
rail. The Gulf Coast Rail district has done a study 
that basically says, ‘if you build it, they will come.’”

Brown College junior Alison Moscoso said 

she takes U.S. 290 frequently 
from Rice to her home in Jer-
sey Village, a Houston suburb.

“The traffic is really bad,” 
Moscoso said. “It usually takes 
me about 25 minutes to get home, 
but if the traffic is heavy, then it 
can take more than an hour.”

Moscoso said she is glad to 
hear that work is underway on 
the freeway expansion to re-
lieve traffic problems but that 
she is even more supportive of 
the plans for a possible light-rail 
corridor.

“My town was talking about 
all of the different ways that a new 
light rail could benefit commut-
ers, and I completely agree,” Moscoso 
said. “Instead of continuing to build 
more and more freeways, I think that Houston 
should really invest in more viable public transpor-
tation options.”

Bond for parks 
improvement 
on Nov. 6 ballot

By MOlly Chiu
LOCal EdiTOr

Houston has its very own group of Leslie 
Knopes who are passionate about parks and 
recreation. Parks by You, a nonpartisan coali-
tion of citizens, is campaigning to pass Proposi-
tion B, a $166 million bond which will improve 
parks and trails along bayous in Houston.

If passed, Proposition B will create roughly 
2,000 acres of new parks and green space 
throughout the city and will double the bayou 
walking and biking trails to nearly 150 miles, 
connecting seven of the city’s major bayous, 
campaign volunteer Jessica McElroy (McMur-
try ’12) said. Of the proposed $166 million, $100 
million will go toward the trails, and $66 million 
will go toward neighborhood parks, she added.

The bonds will be repaid using revenue from 
current property taxes, with no additional prop-
erty tax increases, according to a Parks by You 
fact sheet.

Funding raised through bond sales will be 
matched by private state and federal sources for 
up to $105 million, and much of that money has 
already been pledged, according to McElroy.

McElroy said the improvements to the parks 
and trails can be finished in seven years if Prop-
osition B is passed, and at the end of the project, 
Houstonians will be closer to green space.

“The majority of Houstonians will live or 
work less than 1.5 miles from accessible green 
space,” McElroy said.

McElroy said that passing Proposition B will 
enhance Houstonians’ quality of life.

“For being such a large city, we have a lack 
of green space and safe places for people to get 
outside and exercise,” McElroy said. “Passing 
this proposition will be transformative for Hous-
ton’s public health and community cohesion.”

Rice University students will have a chance 
to get involved with the campaign by participat-
ing in a phone bank Tuesday, Oct. 9 from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m., according to campaign volunteer and 
Wiess College senior Anthony Lauriello.

“It’s a good experience working with a cam-
paign on a nonpartisan issue,” Lauriello, a 
member of Thresher editorial staff, said.

ILLUSTRATION BY ELENA LACEY

GRAPHIC 
SHOWS 
STRETCH OF 
U.S. 290 TO 
BE EXPANDED

COURTESY CHARTINGBUFFALO.ORGBuffalo Bayou flooding after Tropical Storm Allison, 2001

HOUSTON

The majority of Housto-
nians will live or work less 
than 1.5 miles from acces-
sible green space.

Jessica McElroy
McMurtry ’12
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J. CRAIG VENTER, human genome pioneer
“From Reading to Writing the Genetic Code”
Tudor Fieldhouse

8-
10

 PM
 FOUR SHORT TALKS

Four Centennial Lecture Series speakers give short talks

Tudor Fieldhouse
in one intellectual evening.

10
-1

1:
30

 PM
 

COMEDY IN THE GRAND HALL
A comedic performance brough to you by RPC
Grand Hall, RMC

4:
30

-7
PM

 

NORTH AND SOUTH BLOCK PARTIES
Kick off the Centennial weekend with your respective college

North and South Quads
cohort with food, music and games.

10
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15

 PM
 

REM KOOLHASS, Pritzker Prize-winning architect
“Architecture as a Global Practice”
Tudor Fieldhouse

4:
30
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TOWN HALL: STUDENT VISION FOR

Students will present their vision for Rice’s second century.
Grand Hall, RMC
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 PM

 

ESTHER DYSON, international angel investor
“Traveling Behind the Scenes”
Tudor Fieldhouse

3-
4:

15
 PM

 SHIRLEY ANN JACKSON, 

“Valuing Science: Exploring our Past, Securing our Future”
Tudor Fieldhouse

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute president

9 
PM

 

MR. RICE TALENT SHOW
Cheer on your college’s best for a good cause in a night

Grand Hall, RMC

7:
30

-9
:3

0
PM

 

REAL WORLD ROUNDUP WITH ALUMNI
With topics ranging from important industry questions to adjusting to

Doré Commons, Baker Hall
life after Rice, alumni and students will network in an informal setting.

filled with talent, charm and humor. Dessert bar to follow.

10
 PM

 

HOMECOMING PUB NIGHT
Join Rice Alumni at Willy’s Pub for a chance to reconnect

Willy’s Pub, RMC
and grab a drink with old friends.

-2
AM

THE SECOND CENTURY

1-
4 

PM
 

STUDENT RESEARCH POSTER SESSION
A showcase of undergraduate and graduate 
student work with large prizes

Grand Hall, RMC
PRESIDENTIAL PANEL
President David W. Leebron will be joined by an international 
panel of visiting university presidents to discuss the future of higher
education in a global world.
Shell Auditorium, McNair Hall
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0 
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15
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ACADEMIC PROCESSION 
The academic procession and President Leebron’s keynote address 

Academic Quad

4:
30
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:3

0 P
M

 

THREE DECADES OF EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP
Former Rice presidents and board chairs will meet
to discuss leadership through the decades.

Tudor Fieldhouse

and CENTENNIAL ADDRESS

will hark back to the Formal Opening of the Rice Institute in 1912.

11
:3

0 A
M

 CENTENNIAL PICNIC
A birthday picnic with food trucks, a live DJ and inflatables. 
Central Quad

2-
4 

PM
 

CENTENNIAL ESPERANZA
With a live DJ, delicious food and the ambiance of a downtown club
right on campus, this Esperanza will be like none other.
Centennial Tent, Founder’s Court

10
 PM

 -2
AM

PM
 

NO
ON

-2
:3

0 
PM

 

HOMECOMING TAILGATE
Come early for a Centennial-sized tailgate with

Tailgate Owley and College Row, Rice Stadium
food, drinks and festival activities.

2:
30

 CENTENNIAL/HOMECOMING FOOTBALL GAME
Cheer on Rice Owls as they take on UT-San Antonio. 
Rice Stadium

SPECTACLE IN THE ACADEMIC QUAD
A sound-and-light extravaganza under the stars. 
Academic Quad

-2
:3

0 
11

:3
0 

PM

ARCHITECTRONICA
The Architecture Society’s annual media party: a multi-sensory
rave complete with visuals, sound and dance. 
Anderson Hall

PM
 

10
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5:

30
-7

:3
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COLLEGE OPEN HOUSES
Colleges invite alumni back for the student finale of Centennial 

Individual colleges

AM

and celebrate in their own style.

Biologist entrepreneur Craig Venter is 
perhaps best known for his work in 
mapping the human genome using 
a technique known as “shotgun 
sequencing.” His current work as 
president of the J. Craig Venter 
Institute includes research on building 
synthetic life; in 2010, Venter and his 
team became the first to successfully 
create synthetic life. Venter received 
the National Medal of Science in 2008 
and has been listed in the magazines 
Time the New Statesman as one of 
the world’s most influential people.

Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas received the Pritzker Architecture Prize 
in 2000 for his work on new modern and unconventional architecture. 
Koolhaas, a professor at Harvard University since 1995, first gained attention 
through his architectural firm, the Office for Metropolitan Architecture, which 
he founded in 1975. Koolhaas is also known for his architecture books, 
which include “Delirious New York” and “S,M,L,XL.”

Angel investor Esther Dyson’s investment focus is in space and technology start-ups 
(among others, she has invested in Space Adventures and Flickr. Dyson has also 
done a good deal of technology-industry writing, including long-running Release 1.0, 
which she edited until 2006, and a prophetic 1994 piece, published in 1995 in Wired 
magazine, on the future of intellectual property with the growth of the internet.

Physicist Shirley Ann Jackson became the first female and 
first African-American president of Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in 1999 after having served as chairman of the 
United States’s Nuclear Regulatory Commission since 
1995. Jackson, whose research has included particle 
theory and material properties, has worked at Rensselaer 
to implement the “Rensselaer Plan,” which is meant to 
expand the university’s role in technology research. 

Undergraduate students will have the opportunity to meet with alumni 
from the classes of 2002-2012 to network and discuss life after Rice. 
Students will rotate among groups of alumni to ask questions about the 
culture shock of leaving Rice, careers in various industries and whatever 
else they can persuade young alumni to tell them about.

Rice President David Leebron will be joined by 
a panel of visiting university presidents from 
around the world to discuss the future of higher 
education. Panelists include:

Rector Ivano Dionigi, Università di Bologna  
President LI Jiajun, Tianjin University  
President Umran Inan, Koç University 
President Shirley Tilghman, Princeton University 
President Joachim Treusch, Jacobs University Bremen
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 CHIEF JUSTICE JOHN G. ROBERTS, JR.

“A Conversation with the Chief Justice”
Tudor Fieldhouse

Under United States Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts, the 
supreme court has ruled in favor of both President Barack Obama’s 
healthcare reform and the nonprofit group Citizens United, the latter of which 
prohibits the government from limiting independent political expenditures by 
corporations. Roberts, who took his seat on the Supreme Court in 2005 
under President George W. Bush, also worked in the administrations of 
Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H. W. Bush.

FACULTY REPLICA CONCERT

Shepherd School string faculty will perform a replica 
concert of the Oct. 11, 1912 performance by the Kniesel 
String Quartet. The performance will include works by 
Mozart, Schubert, Debussy and Beethoven, but oddly 
nothing by John Cage.

Saturday, October 6  
3:30-4:30 PM 
Stude Concert Hall

WORLD PREMIERE CONCERT

The Shepherd School Symphony Orchestra presents the 
world premiere of William Bolcom’s single-movement 
Ninth Symphony, commissioned for Rice’s Centennial. 
The concert will also include Sergei Rachmaninov’s 
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, featuring Professor 
Jon Kimura Parker on piano, and Jean Sibelius’s 
Second Symphony.

October 11, 12, 14 
7:30-10 PM 
Stude Concert Hall

FISCHER DUO FACULTY RECITAL

Cello professor Norman Fischer and piano teacher Jeanne 
Kierman Fischer will play a variety of works composed 
by current and former Shepherd School faculty. The 
performance will feature works by Samuel Jones, Ellsworth 
Milburn, Anthony Brandt, Shih-Hui Chen and Pierre Jalbert.

October 14 
2-4 PM 
Alice Pratt Brown Hall

RICE DESIGN ALLIANCE GALA

The Rice Design Alliance will hold its annual gala in the 
Founder’s Court tent. 

October 14 
6-11 PM 
Founder’s Court

the Rice ThresherFriday, October 5, 2012 CENTENNIAL SCHEDULE 11

Design by claire elestwani
content by seth brown



the Rice Thresher Friday, October 5, 2012SPORTS12

Owls hope to rebound against lowly Memphis
by Teddy Grodek

Thresher Staff

Perhaps playing the worst football team 
in college football is just what the Owls need 
after a disappointing outcome at Reliant Sta-
dium last Saturday against the University of 
Houston. Despite a strong effort that showed 
grit toward the end, Rice failed to match the 
Cougars’ offensive attack, letting the Bayou 
Bucket leave the hedges once again. 

The University of Memphis, which cur-
rently holds the top ranking in ESPN’s “Bot-
tom Ten,” hopes the Owls will be its first win 
of the season. Rice hopes Memphis can serve 
as a springboard to Conference USA success 
in the coming weeks. Neither team has had 
the start it wanted.

Memphis football has struggled might-
ily over the last few seasons, turning over 
head coaches and quarterbacks at a pace 
unmatched by any other team. Four quarter-
backs have transferred out of the program 
in a little over a year. This year’s new head 
coach, Justin Fuentes (a former coordinator 
at Texas Christian University), is the third 
coach in four seasons. None of this instabil-
ity has set this year’s team up for success, as 
players must attempt to learn another new 

system from yet another new head coach.
The starting quarterback for the Tigers 

has Houston roots, with Texas Tech Univer-
sity transfer Jacob Karam under center. The 
former Friendswood High School standout 
started his college career with Tech. But see-
ing relatively little playing time in Lubbock, 
Karam transferred to Memphis and was eli-
gible to play immediately after graduating 
from Tech according to NCAA rules. He has a 
solid arm but has only made 18 pass attempts 
before this year.

The Memphis offense has not moved the 
ball well, averaging around 300 yards per 
game. It ranks among the 20 worst teams 
in both points for and points against in the 
Football Bowl Subdivision right now, and it 
has not played a ranked team yet this year.

It started the season off with a loss against 
the University of Tennessee at Martin, giving 
the program its first ever win over an FBS 
team. It followed up that loss with losses 
against Arkansas State University and Middle 
Tennessee University, setting the Tigers back 
to 0-3. It played a fourth consecutive game 
against Duke University, getting blown out in 
Durham, N.C. The Tigers will at least be well 
rested from sitting a week before taking on 
the Owls.

Last weekend, Rice struggled offensively 
in the first half, failing to put any points on 
the board. Quarterback redshirt junior Taylor 
McHargue was forced to sit out due to injury, 
despite hopes that he would play earlier in 
the week, leaving redshirt freshman Driphus 
Jackson to lead the team.

“[Jackson] got us going in the right direc-
tion,” offensive lineman redshirt junior Nate 
Richards said. “He motivated the offensive 
line. He needed us to protect him. We fought 
our tails off for him. We just came up short 
in the end.”

Heading into the second half, Jackson 
looked much more composed, finding wide 
receiver redshirt senior Sam McGuffie on two 
big passing plays for touchdowns. One of the 
passes, an 88-yarder, set the school record 
for longest passing touchdown. The 14 points 
were too little too late, though, as Houston 
went on to win 35-14.

“Offensively, we didn’t have our best per-
formance of the year,” Head Coach David 
Bailiff said. “We did not execute, and one 
of the things that we have been able to do 
this season is execute. We had way too many 
dropped passes; we left a lot of opportunities 
and points out on the field. You can’t do that 
in college football. It’s hard to win games.”

Rice did play well defensively in the first 
half, holding the dangerous Cougar offense 
to only 14 points. Safeties sophomore Julius 
White and redshirt junior Paul Porras in the 
backfield had impressive games, combining 
for 17 total tackles.

The Owls hope McHargue will be back this 
week under center for the Owls, but Jackson 
proved he can be a formidable piece of the 
Owls’ offense when called upon. Earlier this 
week, Bailiff was optimistic about McHar-
gue’s return. 

This week will be a major test for the Owls, 
as common sense says this should be an easy 
victory against a bad football team. After 
such a strong performance against Marshall 
University, perhaps the top team in C-USA, 
the University of Houston game was certainly 
a letdown. 

But this Rice team simply has more athlet-
icism than the struggling Memphis program. 
The Owls should really be able to dominate 
the field, picking up some of their momen-
tum heading into the easier back-end of their 
schedule.

 “We’re just going to take it a game at a 
time,” Richards said. “We’re just trying to fo-
cus on Memphis. We’ve just got to get after 
them.”

Keys to the Game Players to watch
•	 Taylor	McHargue	–	Last week showed how important he is to the 

Owls’ offense. To put it simply, he needs to be back in the lineup 
soon for there to still be hope for a successful season.

•	 Sam	McGuffie	–	McGuffie is showing why he’s on the side of the 
team’s truck. His athleticism is simply too much for a lot of C-USA 
opponents to match. Hopefully, he’ll keep making explosive plays.

•	 Vance	McDonald	–	The tight end had two catches of at least 20 
yards last week that really opened up the field for the offense. If 
more balls went his way, he could be a great spark plug against a 
small Memphis team.

•	 Start	quickly	–	Memphis is 0-4 and has not been competitive since 
its first game. If Rice can get out to a quick start, Memphis could fold.

•	 Find	the	rush	again	– Rice only had 69 yards on 34 rushes against 
Houston. This is partly why Rice gave up five sacks last week against 
Houston. An unproductive running game does not scare anyone into 
dropping more men into coverage.

•	 Bring	the	pressure	–	Memphis is currently sixth-to-last in the country 
in passing yards. Rice has done a good job of pressuring opposing 
quarterbacks so far this season. Hopefully, this will add up to a long 
day for the Memphis QB. 
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Rice unable to recapture Bayou Bucket from UH

MATHISON	INGHAM/THreSHer

Junior receiver Donte Moore escapes a tackler against the University of Houston. Moore finished the game with 44 receiving yards as the Owls fell 35-14. 
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by Teddy Grodek
Thresher Staff

Going into the fall season of women’s ten-
nis, sophomore Natalie Beazant was ranked 
15th in the country for singles matches and 
eighth for doubles with partner junior Domi-
nique Harmath by the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association. Beazant completed a great per-
formance during the Racquet Club Collegiate 
Invitational in Midland, Texas, Sept. 14-16. She 
was the top-seeded athlete in the tournament 
and proved she was deserving of this ranking.  

Beazant started the tournament by ad-
vancing to the quarterfinals with two vic-
tories in her singles matches. She defeated 
Giada D’Ortona (6-4, 6-2) and Natalie Yoo (6-
0, 6-2), both from Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity, in order to  onward to the quarterfinal 
round of the tournament. 

In her doubles match, Beazant and Har-
math won 8-4 against the doubles team from 
Texas State University. 

In the quarterfinal round, Beazant de-
feated Sandra Dynka of Texas Tech Univer-
sity (6-4, 6-2) to advance to the semifinals. 
She and Harmath won against the University 
of Nebraska’s doubles team 8-2. 

In the last days of the tournament, Bea-
zant demonstrated true dominance. In the 
semifinal round, she defeated Simona Para-
jova of Texas Christian University (6-1, 7-6), 
and immediately went into the finals match. 

Though she had just finished her semifinals 
game, Beazant continued to stay strong in or-
der to win the singles tournament by winning 
against Petra Januskova of Penn State Uni-
versity. Beazant won a total of 12 of 14 games 
throughout the course of the tournament. In 
the doubles match in the final round, Bea-
zant and Harmath won against Texas Tech’s 
doubles Sandra Dynka and Kelli Hine 8-2 to 
finish a great beginning to the new season. 

One impressive aspect of Beazant’s per-
formance was the sheer volume of tennis 
that she played during the tournament. 

“It was definitely a lot of matches to play 
in three days. I played nine matches over-
all during the three-day tournament. Five 
singles and four doubles,” Beazant said. 
“That’s good though, because that was the 
purpose of going to play the tournament: to 
get some match play.”

Furthermore, Beazant concluded the 
tournament by playing four high-leverage 
matches on Sunday. 

“It was difficult, especially on the Sunday 
because I had to play two singles then two 
doubles,” Beazant said. “But that’s what we 
do all the fitness and practice for, so in the 
end it’s all worth it. I would have to say that 
I played my best match in the singles final. 
I felt that my game started clicking and ev-
erything came together for that match. I was 
getting more and more match-fit the deeper 
I went into the tournament.” 

With her successful start to the tourna-
ment, Beazant noted that such success does 
not come easily. 

“I would say that a lot of it definitely 
comes down to putting in the hours,” Bea-
zant said. “I would also have to say that my 
team and coaches do an amazing job of help-
ing me stay focused and definitely help me 
to push myself day to day.”

Beazant said that another part of attain-
ing success is maintaining a strong physical 
and mental status during the time leading 
up to a match. 

“Physically, I make sure to take care of 
myself by stretching and making sure to ice 
bath,” Beazant said. “This is something that 
I do day to day, and not only during tourna-
ments. Mentally, I just make sure that I get my-
self pumped up for matches and just to make 
sure that I am focused on the job at hand.”

With a new team and a new season, Bea-
zant said that the team will strive to improve 
and move along in the right direction. She 
noted last year’s appearance in the Sweet 16 
and said that this year’s team hopes to ad-
vance past that mark.

Recaps, details and betting lines 

Powderpuff Scouting Notebook: Week 3

WHAT IS A LINE? 
The spread, or “line,” of a game refers to the 
expected point differential between the two 
competing teams. In any matchup the favorite 
is the team giving, or “laying,” points, signi-
fied by a negative number indicating the mar-
gin by which they are projected to win. Pick-
ing a favorite means betting that their total 
points, less the spread, will be more than the 
points scored by the underdog. The same ap-
plies for the underdog, only with points added 
instead of subtracted. 

the Thresher’s 
Week 3 Powderpuff lines

 McMurtry (-6.5) vs. Duncan 
Jones (-5.5) vs. GSA 
Wiess (-5.5) vs. Sid 

Hanszen (-13.5) vs. Will Rice  
Hanszen (-5.5) vs. GSA
Brown (-6.5) vs. Martel 

McMurtry vs. Will Rice (12-0) 

McMurtry had a couple of solid scor-
ing drives, which was enough to put this 
game away. Will Rice continues to struggle, 
but did look improved on both sides of the 
ball. After being outscored in their first two 
games by an average margin of 22.5 points, 
Will Rice showed progress in this game. 
Plus, as Wiess has shown this season, teams 
can make significant year-to-year leaps, and 
it will be interesting to see how Will Rice de-
velops over the second half of the year. Mc-
Murtry continues to look above-average af-
ter struggling last season, another testament 
to how quickly teams improve. McMurtry is 
both winning the North Division and second 
in it in point differential, having outscored 
their opponents by 18 points so far this sea-
son. McMurtry was favored by 14.5 by the 
Thresher entering the game, and while the 
final difference was around the projected 
margin, the game seemed much closer in 
actuality. 

Sid Richardson vs. GSA (13-8) 

Sid looked utterly dominant in the first 
half, putting together two long and ex-
tremely impressive scoring drives. GSA was 
able to make adjustments at halftime and 
prevent Sid from scoring in the second half. 
However, GSA’s only score came on a freak-
ish tipped pass. Sid looked ready to put the 
game away and was challenging in the red 
zone before throwing an interception. GSA 
was able to return the pick into Sid territory, 
but the Sid defense stepped up, as it had 
all day, and prevented the score. If Sid can 
play this well consistently going forward, 
especially offensively, they very well could 
be title favorites. GSA was actually favored 
by the Thresher in this game, and while 
Sid looked extremely impressive, the point 
differential (+1) still raises questions as to 
whether it is as good as its record would in-
dicate. Sid against Wiess is the early pick for 
Game of the Week. 

Hanszen vs. Martel (20-6)  

Hanszen looked undeniably impressive 
in this outing. Martel has not been great this 
season, but Hanszen made plays on both 
sides of the ball and looked much sharp-
er than last week against Lovett. Martel 
looked good utilizing screens and a power 
running game in the short-to-intermediate 
field, but was unable to convert when it got 
into obvious passing situations. Hanszen 
compiled two extremely impressive drives, 
looking methodical on its first touchdown 
and then executing a 75-yard two-minute 
drill capped by a touchdown pass to junior 
Priyanka Duvvuru, who continues to look 
like an unstoppable force. Last week we 
said in this space that Hanszen was clearly 
a step below the elite of Baker, Lovett, Sid 
and Wiess, but that may need to be revised. 
The South is now 6-2 against the North this 
season and is clearly the superior division. 
It looks like a very deserving team is going 
to be left out of the playoffs due to this dis-
parity. Hanszen came in favored by 5.5 by 
the Thresher, so it outperformed expecta-
tions by quite a bit. 

Lovett vs. Duncan (12-6) 

This was just business as usual for 
Lovett, as it stayed undefeated behind its 
stifling defense and productive-enough of-
fense. The two teams entered halftime tied 
at six, and the turning point of the game 
came on a pick-six by Lovett. This Lovett 
defense is quick and makes plays, and is 
going to be difficult to contend with for any 
team. Lovett came into the game favored 
by 5.5 points by the Thresher, so the line 
was just about right in this one. Not much 
more can be said about this Lovett team. 
It has won 10 straight games dating back 
to last season by an average of 10.5 points 
per game, and has been the best team in 
Powderpuff for an impressively long stretch 
of games. The team is well-coached and 
smart, and it shows in its results. 

POWDERPUFF STANDINGS
North Division

GSA 1 1 1-0 1

Duncan 0 2 0-1 -11

Martel 0 3 0-1 -40

McMurtry 2 1 1-0 18

Jones 1 0 — 19

Brown 1 2 1-1 -15

Team W L Divison
Point 

Differential

South Division

Wiess 2 1 1-1 34

Hanszen 1 1 0-1 9

Will Rice 0 3 0-1 -57

Baker 2 0 2-0 18

Lovett 3 0 1-0 12

Sid Rich 2 1 0-1 7

Team W L Divison
Point 

Differential

Beazant continues recent run of dominance
Wins both singles and doubles at Racquet Club Invitational

Natalie Beazant stretches out to prolong a point during the Racquet Club Collegiate 
Invitational. Beazant only lost two games over the course of the entire tournament. 

photo courtesy/james hilton
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The Fifth Lap

During my time here, I have grown to 
love fall Friday nights at Rice University. 

It goes beyond the fact that they begin 
the weekend and beyond the fact that they 
so often feature beautiful evenings you can 
actually enjoy free from Fondren Library.

Fall Friday nights are also consistently 
some of the best sports days at Rice, thanks 
to almost every one featuring either a wom-
en’s soccer home game or a women’s volley-
ball home game.

For the sake of what follows, allow me to 
pause and emphasize something from the 
above: It’s two women’s sports that make 
up the best sporting nights on campus. 

I almost feel silly highlighting the gen-
der piece of the equation. The games are 
compelling not because the players are 
women, but because they are consistently 
exciting Rice home contests played at an 
impressively high level. 

However, the fact that they are women’s 
sports underscores both the historical con-
text, specifically that this is the 40th year 
since the passage of Title IX, and the simul-
taneous and somewhat perplexing broader 
state of women’s athletics, which have ex-
perienced huge growth over this period.

 June 23 of this summer marked 40 years 
since the passage of Title IX, an education 
bill seeking to promote equality between 
genders. It has become largely synonymous 
with sports because of a provision within 
the law requiring gender proportionality 
in financial aid, opportunity and support 
(such as coaching, medical attention and 
facilities) in varsity athletics. 

The law is often credited with the quick 
rise in participation of female athletes at 
all levels of competition. As our nation’s at-
titudes toward the role of women evolved, 
so did women’s participation in top-level 
athletics (with each probably positively im-
pacting the other). 

The growth in women’s athletics has 
indeed been impressive. According to the 
American Association of University Wom-
en, in the years between Title IX’s passing 
in 1971-72 and 2007-08, female participa-
tion in high school sports jumped 940 per-
cent growing from just under 300,000 to 
over 3 million. Over the same period, male 
participation increased 19 percent.

At the NCAA Varsity level, female par-
ticipation jumped from 29,972 to 166,728 
between 1972 and 2005, a 456 percent in-
crease. Simultaneously, the growth on the 
men’s side was 31 percent to 222,838. 

It is important to note that the provi-
sion has been criticized, fairly or unfairly 
depending on who you ask, for limiting op-
portunities for men in non-revenue sports. 

However, whether this reality is driven 
by Title IX or instead by the increasing em-
phasis on football and basketball spending 
is a debate for another time and should not 
distract from the strides of women’s athlet-
ics over the last four decades.

The more visionary supporters of Title 
IX no doubt imagined a world in which 
women’s teams would add significantly to a 
campus’ athletics experience, just as wom-
en’s soccer, volleyball and other sports do 
here at Rice.  

However, they probably did not expect 
to, at the very same moment in time, be able 
to go to a major sports news outlet and not 
see a single headline about women’s sports. 
Yet at the time of this writing, ESPN’s web-
site does not have a single front-page head-
line regarding women’s athletics (and it’s 
a pretty low bar, as the page included the 
headline “Ex-OSU star, 63, busted in road 
rage shooting”). 

It’s a dichotomy that highlights the par-
ticularly perplexing state of development of 
women’s athletics.

On the one hand, many individual sports 
have seen women reach parity in coverage 
and exposure with men. This summer’s 
Olympics were a beautiful case in point: 
Swimmer Missy Franklin was just as big 
a household name as counterparts Ryan 
Lochte and Michael Phelps; Allyson Felix 
and Sanya Richards-Ross of  the U.S. track 
delegation were as prominent as Leo Manz-
ano or Aries Merrit; Gabby Douglas and her 
teammates captured the nation’s attention 
and imagination in gymnastics, while Misty 
May-Treanor and Kerri Walsh-Jennings 
were by far the most popular beach volley-
ball duo of the summer. 

Outside of the Olympics, women’s tennis 
has, depending on the year, garnered the 
same or more attention than men’s. 

However, golf stands out as a mean-
ingful exception, pointing to the idea that 
there are more complex forces at work than 

simply women’s individual sports being 
more compelling. 

Women’s team sports, particularly soc-
cer, volleyball, and to a lesser extent, bas-
ketball, have seen incredible participation 
and interest at the club, high school and 
collegiate levels. 

However, their success at the profes-
sional level is left wanting. Women’s soccer 
is very popular during major international 
tournaments, but then quickly falls off the 
grid during the rest of the year. 

Professional women’s volleyball play-
ers travel overseas to compete. And, while 
I’m a little ashamed to admit this, I have no 
idea when the Women’s National Basketball 
Association playoffs start or end (and I sus-
pect I’m not alone). 

While the reasons for this dichotomy are 
complex, its foundation is likely rooted to-
day more in cultural inertia than in sexism. 
The popularity of various sports change, 
but they do so very slowly. Interestingly, 
women’s sports have risen most quickly 
when they either share the stage with men 
(the Olympics or tennis) or when they are 
inherently tied to an adopting fan base 
(high school and NCAA sports). These ele-
ments seem to have been key elements in 
overcoming the inertia against these sports. 

It’s common to see youth girls’ soccer 
teams out at Rice games, either in a block 
as fans or working as ball-girls. The inter-
action is an awesome example of women’s 
teams being positive role models for the 
girls following in their footsteps. 

But I wonder if, maybe someday in the 
future, we’ll see the boys’ youth teams out 
there too. Then we’ll know that women’s 
athletics have fully arrived.  

 Gabe  Cuadra

On the growth and future development of women’s sports 

Friday, Sept. 28

Women’s Cross Country atPaul Short 
Invitational
22nd/40 —  Bethlehem, Penn.

Men’s Tennis at Rice Invitational
All Day —  None placed 

Soccer vs. University of Southern 
Mississippi
W 1-0 —  Hattiesburg, Miss.

Volleyball vs. Southern Methodist 
University  
W 3-2 —  Tudor Fieldhouse

Saturday, Sept. 29

Men’s Cross Country at Rim Rock 
Classic   
5th/14 —  Lawrence, Kan.
  
Football vs. University of Houston,
L 35-14 — Reliant Stadium

Sunday, Sept. 30

Soccer vs. University of Central 
Florida
L 1-0 —  Orlando, Fla.

Volleyball vs. University of Tulsa
L 3-2 —  Tudor Fieldhouse

Monday, Oct. 1
Golf at Jim Rivers Intercollegiate
9th of 14 (892, +28) —  Ruston, La.

Friday, Oct. 5

Soccer vs. Marshall University
7  p.m. —  Rice Soccer Stadium

Men’s Tennis at Cardinal
All Day —  Beaumont, Texas

Volleyball vs. University of Texas at 
El Paso
7  p.m. — Tudor Fieldhouse

Saturday, Oct. 6

Football vs. University of Memphis
6 p.m. — Memphis, Tenn.

Sunday, Oct. 7

Soccer vs. East Carolina University
1 p.m. — Rice Soccer Stadium

Women’s Tennis at ITA All-American 
Championships 
All Day —  Pacific Palisades, Calif.   

Volleyball vs. Tulane University 
1 p.m. —  Tudor Fieldhouse

Thursday, Oct. 11

Soccer vs. University of Memphis
7 p.m. —  Memphis, Tenn.

OWLOOK
This Week in Sports

Results Upcoming
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It is rated spicy difficulty.

The solution will be posted on Twitter at twitter.com/threshercal.

Charitable cavaliers  
They’ve been feathering their tal-
ent-nests, preening their owl-y 
feathers, and now it’s time to watch 
your college’s finest owls soar in 
the second annual Mr. Rice pag-
eant, “Mr. Rice 2012: Centennial 
Edition.” Watch these gents exhibit 
their dashing good looks, unique 
talents and swimsuits. If the com-
petition for the coveted Mr. Rice 
title has you in need of some stress-
eats, fear not, there will be desserts 
provided. Not only will you once 
again have the opportunity to bid 
on a life-size poster of your favorite 
contender, but this year you have 
the opportunity to keep the Centen-
nial Celebration going strong all 
year long with a 2012 Mr. Rice cal-
endar. The going price on these ba-
bies is $12, and the posters will start 
at $20. Doors open at 8:30 p.m. and 
the show will be held in the Grand 
Hall from 9-11 p.m. The entrance fee 
is $5. All proceeds go to The Rose, 
Houston’s nonprofit breast cancer 
organization. 

“The Kid with a Bike” 
We’re a ways out from finding out 
Academy Award nominations, but 
with its Grand Jury Prize at the 
Cannes Film Festival and Golden 
Globe nomination for Best Foreign 
Language Film, “The Kid with a 
Bike” might be a fair bet for Oscar 
prognostications. This French film 
follows the life of an abandoned 
11-year-old boy bent on finding his 
father’s bicycle. In his search, he 
becomes the ward of a generous 
young hairdresser, but his obses-
sion with finding his father puts 
this new relationship in jeopardy. 
The screening lasts from 7-9 p.m. 
tonight at 14 Pews theater at 800 
Aurora St. Tickets are free for mem-
bers and $11 for non-members. To 
purchase tickets visit 14pews.org. 

Wicked warblers
If you’re fan of musicals or have 
ever found yourself singing Celine 
Dion songs in the shower, then 
you won’t want to miss the Hous-
ton Symphony’s presentation of 
“Wicked Divas” tonight at 8 p.m. 
Two Broadway stars, Nicole Parker 
and Alli Mauzey, will perform songs 
from film and Broadway, including 
songs from “Wicked,” “Titanic” and 
more. “Wicked Divas” will be held 
at 615 Louisiana St. in Jones Hall. 
Tickets start at $25, and $12 student  
tickets will be available an hour be-
fore the performance with presenta-
tion of a valid ID. To purchase tick-
ets visit houstonsymphony.org. 

Mucha musica 
Houston is home to one of the old-
est events celebrating Chicano mu-
sic in the world, the Annual Festi-
val Chicano. Tonight is the second 
night of the 33rd festival, highlight-

ing musical forms from Mariachi to 
Orchestra, and is sure to be a night 
jam-packed with Tejano tunes. This 
evening, enjoy the performances of 
Little Joe y La Familia, Gary Hobbs, 
and A J Ybarra y Los Bandoleros on 
the Miller Outdoor Theatre stage. 
Shows begin tonight and tomor-
row night at 7 p.m. Seating is open, 
and tickets are free, but you must 
reserve a ticket in advance. For in-
formation on reserving tickets call 
281-373-3386. 

Jammies jammin’
Given the recent influx of mid-
terms, essays and problem sets, 
you probably want nothing more 
than to spend your whole weekend 
in your pajamas. Unfortunately, a 
uniform comprised of only PJs is 
unacceptable at most social gath-
erings. Lucky for you loungewear 
enthusiasts, Hanszen College is 
hosting its annual Boudoir public 
party. From 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. in the 
Hanszen Commons, you can paja-
ma-party the night away. Boudoir 
2012’s theme is Victoria’s Secret, so 
come as a naughty-negligeed angel 
or a snug sleepwear supporter. Rice 
ID required for entrance. 

Sushi stewardship
Craving sushi? After viewing Mark 
Hall’s documentary “Sushi: The 
Global Catch,” you just might 
change your mind about which 
type of nigiri you order the next 
time you head out for dinner. This 
documentary manages to cele-
brate the art of sushi while impel-
ling viewers to explore the impact 
global sushi consumption is having 
on the delicate bio-balance of the 
world’s oceans. Tracing the history 
of sushi from its early cultural past 

to the recent worldwide obsession 
with the food, this film will edu-
cate foodies and ocean enthusiasts 
alike. The screening is from 7-8:15 
p.m. tonight in the Museum of Fine 
Arts’ Law Building. Tickets are $6 
for members and $7 for non-mem-
bers. To reserve tickets visit mfah.
org/fils/sushi-global-catch. 

Pax luminaria
Today marks the end of Mahatma 
Gandhi week, which means it’s 
time for MG Week’s fluorescent fi-
nale.  This evening is “1,000 Lights 
for Peace,” a ceremony celebrating 
the life of Gandhi in which each 
individual present will have the 
opportunity to light a candle in a 
personal promise for peace. “1,000 
Lights” begins with the “5K Walk for 
Peace,” starting at the Gandhi stat-
ue in Hermann Park’s Rose Garden 
and concluding at the Miller Out-
door Theatre. Here, children from 
across the metroplex will perform 
in a multicultural dance and music 
show followed by the candle-light-
ing ceremony. To learn more about 
MG Week and for more information 
on activities visit gandhilibrary.org. 

Monday is the new Friday? 
If the excitement surrounding 
Rice’s upcoming Centennial Cel-
ebration Weekend has got you a 
bit confused about your scholastic 
schedule for the week, never fear – 
the answer’s here! Today is “Class 
Meeting Equalization Day.” In lay-
man’s terms, this simply means all 
of the classes you would normally 
have on Friday are meeting to-
day, and all of the classes that you 
would have on an average Monday 
have been cancelled. Likewise for 
your Tuesday/Thursday classes. 

The art of compromise
Has the recent presidential debate 
and the campaign season in gen-
eral got you interested in all things 
political? Then don’t miss the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts Houston’s ongo-
ing gallery talk “Art and Politics.” 
Today from 12:30-1:15 p.m. in the 
MFAH Beck Building you can ex-
plore how art has related to politics 
since the time of the Roman forum.

Visionary vignettes
This evening, the Centennial Lec-
ture Series presents you with the 
unique opportunity to see four of 
the five visionaries invited to lec-
ture at Rice for the Centennial Cel-
ebration together in one room dur-
ing the program “Four Short Talks.” 
From 8-10 p.m., Esther Dyson, Shir-
ley Ann Jackson, Rem Koolhaas and 
J. Craig Venter will each be present-
ing brief discussions. This event is 
open to the Rice community.  

Dr. DNA 
Head out to Tudor Fieldhouse this 
afternoon from 3-4:15 p.m. to hear 
a lecture by one of Time magazine’s 
“World’s Most Influential” people. 
The Centennial Lecture Series pres-
ents J. Craig Venter, one of the first 
people to sequence the human ge-
nome, giving a talk on this historic 
event “From Reading to Writing the 

Those who’ve gone before
Have you ever seen Rice alumni on 
campus and had to restrain yourself 
from bounding up to them with an 
overwhelming torrent of questions 
about what lies beyond the hedges? 
Tonight from 7:30-9:30 p.m., not 
only will you not have to repress 
such behavior, you will actually be 
encouraged to pose your queries 
to alumni and network in an infor-
mal setting during the “Real World 
Roundup with Alumni” held in Bak-
er Hall’s Dore Commons. This event 
is open to all Rice students. 

Hundred-year harmony
Did you know that Rice commis-
sioned a symphony in honor of 
the Centennial Celebration? This 
piece, William Bolcom’s “Ninth 
Symphony” will make its world 
premiere this evening performed 
by the Shepherd School Symphony 
Orchestra. This program will also 
feature performances of selections 
from Sibelius and Rachmaninoff ’s 
“Rhapsody on a Theme of Pagani-
ni, Op. 43” featuring Professor Jon 
Kimura Parker as the soloist. This 
“Rice University World Premiere 
Concert by Shepherd School Sym-
phony Orchestra” will be held from 
7:30-10 p.m in Stude Concert Hall. 
Early reservations are offered to 
Rice Alumni, remaining tickets will 
be offered to the general public on a 
first-come-first serve basis. For tick-
ets call 713-348-8000. 

Genetic Code.” This event is open 
to all Rice students but registration 
is required. To register visit centen-
nial.rice.edu.



by Alex Bisberg and Kira Clingen
For The Thresher

Inside the hedges, there are four means 
of transport: foot, skateboard, bike and bus. 
If you’re anything like the rest of the under-
graduate population, struggling out the door 
of the servery, paper cup stuffed with bacon 
in one hand and overflowing mug of coffee in 
the other, chances are the bus is your most 
convenient and efficient option. Luckily, 
there is a team of often-overlooked individu-
als ready to save you – and your latte – and 
get you to class on time. These are the Rice 
University bus drivers, a diverse group of 
workers from all walks of life dedicated to 
transporting students across campus. In in-
terviews with the Thresher, they shared their 
experiences from the Inner Loop and beyond.

Kenneth L. Tezeno
Kenneth Tezeno has called Rice Universi-

ty his employer for the past five years, but he 
has only worked as a bus driver for the past 
eight months. Tezeno originally worked in 
the university mailroom until a series of lay-
offs left him without a job, but with a choice.

“Actually, it wasn’t my decision; they had 
budget cuts in the mailroom,” Tezeno said. 
“It just so happened that I still had my Com-
mercial Driver’s License from when I drove 
trucks a few years back. They had a position, 
so they went ahead and switched me over. 
It’s been good ever since.”

Tezeno now enjoys engaging with stu-
dents as they board and depart the bus. He 
said one of the most rewarding aspects of 
the job is the contact with young individu-
als from around campus. Typical conversa-
tions consist of a variety of topics, ranging 
anywhere from home life to classes to sports, 
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especially his favorite hometown teams, the 
Texans and the Astros, which he catches up 
on while at home with his three children.

“I prefer [the daytime] shift; it’s hard to 
get any sleep during the day. I was trying 
to go to school and take care of my family.” 
Tezeno said. “I just finished my associate’s 
[degree]; I’m finally trying to take a break for 
the fall, but hopefully in the spring I can start 
back up on my bachelor’s degree.”

However, Tezeno hasn’t been held back by 
the lack of his degree. He’s already started 
his own business and looks forward to main-
taining it.

“It’s a corporation that I’ve started called 
K&J Entertainment,” Tezeno said. “I’ve got-
ten into videos and music because I want to 
encourage the younger generation not to get 
into adult situations and show them how to 
get out of them if they do happen to.”

Tezeno described an incident that oc-
curred while he was a driver on the night 
shift that reveals the perspective adults on 
campus might have toward Rice’s traditions. 
While the drivers are an integral part of the 
Rice University staff, they are not initiated to 
the university’s traditions the way new stu-
dents are during O-Week.

“The first few nights I was an escort driver 
from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., and between Baker 
[College] and the library stops, there were all 
these kids with whipped cream all over them, 
and that was weird” Tezeno said.

While Baker 13 may feel like second na-
ture to runners and observers alike, to some-
one unfamiliar with the event, it can seem 
a bizarre ritual. Other strange occurrences 
Tezeno has witnessed happened at an unusu-

al time, when most students were enjoying 
their summer vacations.

“Rice is actually very busy during the 
summer time; you might not know that,” 
Tezeno said. “We have different classes going 
on, different seminars going on. The summer 
is busy throughout the whole, whereas dur-
ing the regular semester, it’s just in spurts.

Various groups come and stay on cam-
pus throughout the harsh Houston summer. 
Tezeno said that Teach for America was an 
especially rowdy bunch.

“Friday nights were their night,” Tezeno 
said. “They partied.”

As a whole, though, Tezeno said he appre-
ciates the student body here. 

“Sometimes they need a pep talk, and 
sometimes they need to pep me up; it goes 
both ways,” Tezeno said.

Yolanda Wright
Yolanda Wright’s excitement is conta-

gious. Her spirit flows through her laugh 
and her hearty welcomes as students step 
onto her bus. She calls herself a bus driver 
by trade, and 10 months ago, she traded in 
her seat after 10 years on a yellow school bus 
filled with screaming elementary children to 
drive the Inner Loop shuttle at Rice.

This transition was partially by chance, 
but Wright seems fully satisfied with her 
decision in choosing Rice University as the 
home of her new job. 

“My husband was surfing the Internet; I was 
working at METRO at the time,” Wright said. 
“He said, ‘Maybe you’ll like this.’ I liked the pay, 
so I filled out the application, and here I am.”

Wright’s experience has been extremely 
positive so far. 

“I love driving buses,” Wright said. “I love 
the people. Being right here with you now, 
I’m having fun.”  

She went on to speak about the great mu-
tual respect she felt she and the students had 
for each other.

“Rice is Rice,” Wright said. “Like I said, 
everyone here is well-disciplined – the adults 
and the undergraduates. The students are 
never rude, they know that I can handle my-
self, and they respect me fully.”       

Undergraduates make up the bulk of her 
bus riders, and while she sees around 500 
riders a day, she still recognizes a few as reg-
ulars. One of her favorite spots, Duncan Hall, 
is also the most crowded.

“I call it the famous Duncan Hall,” Wright 
chuckled.

After Duncan Hall, the endeavors of Rice 
students are clear based on the other most 
popular stops. She emphasized that as a 
whole, Rice students seem to be a studious 
and responsible bunch.

“I have never seen so much studying in my 
life,” Wright said. “The library is definitely 
used, and the Rice Memorial Center is where 
students congregate.”

With kind and caring bus drivers like 
these, transportation around Rice’s campus 
is as enjoyable as it is easy.

“Bus driving is what I do, and I enjoy the 
youth.” Wright said.

If the traffic is light and you need a friend-
ly person to talk to, your Rice bus driver will 
be there.

graphic by elena lacey
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Aaren Pastor
Thresher staff

“The Fox on the Fairway” was first pro-
duced in 2010 and means to hearken back to 
the sex farces of the ’30s and ’40s, but in the 
costuming of the late ’70s.  To me, this means 
an utter lack of insightful social commentary 
in the subtext and instead a play entirely of 
alcohol quips, sports lines as sexual innuen-
do and no-innuendo-just-overtly-sexual one-
liners. The plot is cookie-cutter and mecha-
nistic, with all the predictable twists of a 
farce: Abandoned babies return as adults, 
love is hidden, lost and reunited once more.

In short, a young man, pursuing his wait-
ress girlfriend to the Quail Valley Country 
Club, finds himself hired by the soon to be 
fresh out of luck club president, who has wa-
gered $100,000 and his wife’s antique shop to 
his rival of the Crouching Squirrel Club’s wa-
ger of $200,000. Player poaching, rapid club 
inductions, a wedding proposal, a diamond 
in the U-bend and a rain delay then quickly 
work to ensure much tail-chasing through 
the doorways of the clubhouse, where the 
play is staged. By the performance’s end, 
though, there are still three couples, albeit 
re-arranged and presumably much happier 
with their new partners than old. 

Despite the lack of originality and depth 
to the script, “Fox” proves to be entirely 
enjoyable, a frothy sugary treat to enjoy 
and laugh at with friends on a newly crisp  
fall evening. 

The staging of this production is won-
derful. The cast is excellent, from 
delivery to movement.  Jones Col-
lege freshman John Hagele’s Bing-
ham is frumptastic, from ‘stache to 
sideburns to rumpled suit. Please, 
please let those magnificent pilary 
stylings be real. His reaction to Mc-
Murtry College freshman Rachel 

Landsman’s Muriel is sublime. The nervous 
hand-wringing and perfect ability to blurt 
right things at inappropriate times com-
pletes the portrait. Though only a freshman, 
Hagele is spot on. 

Jones senior Cart-
er Spires, making his 
debut for the Rice 
Players, is over the 
top. Images of Bob 
Pinciotti of “That 
’70s Show” swim 
in my corneas after 
watching Dickie work 
his pelvic swagger in 
those oh-too-tight-
and-white bell-bot-
toms. Wearing garish 
sweater after garish 
sweater and con-
stantly clenching a 
fat cigar in his teeth, 
Dickie never misses a 
chance to underscore 
his ludicrous idiocy 
that also makes per-
fect sense. Because 
really, you do need a sock to wear a shoe, 
when you think about it.

Baker College sophomore Dennis Budde’s 
Justin is overly earnest, gangly and driven 
to tantrums after encounters with the Betty 
Boop Louise, played by Duncan College junior 
Jacquelyn Pass. Though occasionally pitchy, 
Justin, as the new hire-cum-golf prodigy-cum-
savior of the Quail Valley Country Club, is a 

bundle of awkward, stammering nerves. Lou-
ise, with her big, starry eyes and penchant for 
bastardizing Homerian epics, is occasionally 
just too one-dimensional to stomach, cling-

ing to her pin-up 
girl aesthetic to the  
bitter end. 

 Jones junior 
Susannah Eig’s Pa-
mela, the sophisti-
cated woman prone 
to drinking and dev-
astating one-liners, 
is the well-dressed 
accent to Bingham’s 
frump. And my God, 
that luscious mane 
of hair. Landsman’s 
Muriel is quite the 
domineering wife, 
who is last to the 
mayhem but pro-
ceeds to trample all 
the males into line 
when she executes 
her well-timed en-
trance. 

Plaudits upon plaudits for the set design, 
stage, lighting, and sound crews. Having had 
the dubious pleasure of once dining in the Red 
Room of the Houston Country Club, I found 
the oxblood red well walls and white trim of 
the Quail Hollow club a fine facsimile of a 
presumptuous country club. Though the mi-
crophone and megaphone cues did not sound 
quite right, that is just the barest of blemishes 

to a solidly executed 
performance. 

HP CONCERT
Whether by apparition, Floo 
Network, broom or METRORail, 
be sure to head to Jones Hall 
tomorrow for the Houston Sym-
phony’s concert, “Wands and 
Batons: The Music of Harry Pot-
ter and More.” The symphony 
will herald in the Halloween 
season with two spellbinding 
shows  at 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
Tickets are $24 and capes, hats 
and wands are encouraged. Just 
no toads please.

Jones Hall for the 
Performing Arts

615 Louisiana Street
houstonsymphony.org

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

CASABLANCA
“Here’s looking at you, kid.” 
Best Picture Academy Award 
winner “Casablanca” returns 
to the silver screen tonight 
and tomorrow at 11:55 p.m. at 
the River Oaks Landmark The-
atres. For $8, traverse both dis-
tance and time to Casablanca 
circa 1942 and experience the 
quintessential wartime love 
story featuring famed actors 
Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid 
Bergman. Watch it once, Sam. 
For old time’s sake.

River Oaks Theater
2009 West Gray Street
landmarktheatres.com

THE SHINS
Things can get really rough, 
but The Shins are in town to 
turn your luck around. On 
10/10 The Shins will take the 
stage at the House of Blues to 
promote their newest album, 
“Port of Morrow.” Having 
begun its career in 1996, the 
Portland-based band is sure 
to have an eclectic set. Tick-
ets are $39.50 in advance and 
doors open at 7 p.m.

House of Blues Houston
1204 Caroline Street 

houseofblues.com

GREEK FEST
Opa! The 46th Annual 
Greek Festival is here to-
day through 10/7 at the An-
nunciation Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral in Montrose. The 
festival features traditional 
Greek dishes, from gyros to 
baklava, Greek folk danc-
ing, Greek knick-knacks and 
cathedral tours. Entrance 
costs $5 and togas are not 
required.

Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral

3511 Yoakum Boulevard 
greekfestival.org

“The Fox” scores a hole-in-one

The Fox on the Fairway

A-
Produced by: Matthew Johnson
Now Playing: Today and tomorrow at 8 p.m.
Price: $5 Rice students, $8 faculty, 
$10 general admission
The rundown: With superb staging and act-
ing, the Rice Players elevate the unoriginal 
script of a country club comedy to an over-
the-top, yet spot-on theatrical farce.

Reed Thornburg
Editorial Staff

TV Recommendation: Freaks and Geeks
Site: Netflix Instant Streaming

“Freaks and Geeks” was too good to 
last long on television. It was cancelled 
after only 12 episodes, but its cultish 
fan base lobbied for a six-episode ex-
tension. The grand total: one season, 
18 episodes, and a show that actually 
understood high school.

Set in a fictional suburb of Detroit 
in the early 1980s, the show follows 
the lives of brother and sister Lindsay 
and Sam Weir. The series begins with 
Lindsay growing apart from her over-
achieving friend group at William 
McKinley High School, and becoming 
closer with a group of drug-using “out-
siders” who take no part in the social 
hierarchy. To quote Lindsay’s offbeat 
father, she transitions from “mathlete” 
to “burnout.” The other main charac-
ter, Sam, is a freshman at McKinley and 
the leader of a very tightly knit group 
of Star Wars-obsessed “nerds” that are 
just as sexually frustrated as they are 
confused. With the two Weirs as the 
focal points, the plot revolves around 
their friend groups, the “freaks and 
geeks,” respectively.

The show is excellently acted, 
which is unsurprising considering 
just how many prominent actors used 
“Freaks and Geeks” as their starting 
point. Produced by Judd Apatow (“For-
getting Sarah Marshall”), the “Freaks 
and Geeks” cast features common 
Apatow standards such as Seth Rogen, 
James Franco and Jason Segel as mem-
bers of the “freaks.” Other now-famous 
actors such as Rashida Jones and Shia 
LeBeouf alsodot the series with young 
cameo appearances.

Where the show most succeeds is in 
its ability to surpass the somewhat lim-
iting genre of high school drama. The 
show refuses to trivialize all the con-
fusion and embarrassment, and most 
importantly, it captures all the hilarity.

Nearly 10 years after its cancella-
tion and a brief period of syndication 
on cable networks, “Freaks and Geeks” 
makes its return on Netflix Instant 
Streaming. As Rice students, most of 
us were either “freaks” or “geeks,” and 
even if that is not the case, all of us can 
relate to one of the best television pro-
grams of the last decade.   

Streamlined is a column which fo-
cuses on finding and reviewing the dia-
monds in the rough of Netflix’s instant 
streaming content.

courtesy rice players

Getting freaky
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“Halcyon” 
Ellie Goulding: The British songstress looks to capitalize on her 

surge in U.S. popularity following this summer’s breakout hit single 
“Lights.” Her second album provides more of her synth-pop sound, 
and lead singles “Anything Can Happen” and “Explosions” are al-
ready major hits in England. However, as evidenced by the slow rise 
of her former sleeper hit, which took 15 months to break into the Top 
10 of the Billboard Hot 100, it may take time before Goulding can 
find similar success with these songs on American radio stations.

“Taken 2”
 The follow-up to the surprise 2009 hit sees star Liam Neeson re-

turn as retired intelligence agent Bryan Mills, only this time around, 
it is his ex-wife (Famke Janssen, “X-Men”) who is captured by the 
villainous group from the first film as an act of revenge. Despite the 
general acclaim of its predecessor, the film has already been re-
leased in European markets, and early reviews have indicated that 
a re-tread plot makes this installment feel unnecessary. PG-13, 92 
minutes.

“Prometheus” 
Director Ridley Scott (“Gladiator”) returns to his sci-fi roots with 

this prequel to his classic thriller “Alien.” Starring Michael Fass-
bender (“Shame”) and Charlize Theron , this visually stunning movie 
centers on the crew of a spaceship as it searches for the remnants of 
the ancient culture of the Earth and the origins of humanity. While 
reviews were mixed in regard to the plot of the film, the cinematogra-
phy and special effects have received near-universal acclaim. R, 124 
minutes. Available on DVD, Blu-Ray and Blu-Ray 3D.

“Lace Up”
MGK: The debut album from Cleveland rapper MGK (also known 

as Machine Gun Kelly) marks the first major release for Bad Boy 
Records since CEO Diddy’s 2010 “Last Train to Paris.” Perhaps best 
known for his fast flow and his party-starter “Wild Boy,” MGK looks 
to use his album as a means of creating a darker sound than his live-
ly, feisty mixtapes, as evidenced by lead single “Invincible.” The al-
bum contains features from rappers Tech N9ne, Twista, Waka Flocka 
Flame and Houston hip-hop mainstay/former Rice professor Bun B.

“Pitch Perfect” 
Successfully shown in limited release last weekend, this musi-

cal comedy aims to capitalize on the success of the TV show “Glee” 
and the surplus of singing talent shows on television to become a hit 
with audiences. Starring Anna Kendrick (“Up in the Air”), the movie 
follows a college women’s a cappella group in its quest to make a 
name for itself in a male-dominated competition. The soundtrack 
features covers of songs such as “Just the Way You Are” and “Party 
in the U.S.A.,” creating a pop-centered score. PG-13, 112 minutes.

“30 Rock” (Season Seven) 
The highly acclaimed NBC comedy returned Thursday, Oct. 4 for 

its seventh and final season. This 13 episode season aims to ap-
pease fans by wrapping up long-running storylines and finding suit-
able endings for beloved characters such as Liz Lemon (Tina Fey, 
“Date Night”) and Jack Donaghy (Alec Baldwin, “Rock of Ages”). 
Look for recurring characters to make appearances throughout the 
season and the return of main cast member Maulik Pancholy (“Whit-
ney”) as Donaghy’s obsessively admiring assistant, Jonathan.
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by Louis Lesser

Audrey Chao
For The Thresher

Remember those days when you and a few 
friends would dress up and enjoy a night at the 
theater? Not the popcorn-peddling AMC down 
the block – the theater with live performanc-
es. Unfortunately, neither do I, but that is not 
to say theater is dead. In fact, this upcoming 
Houston theater season looks to be a promising 
one – a fact I much appreciate after the lame 
excuse for a season we had last year. Here is a 
look ahead at some highlights of the fall semes-
ter, both on campus and off:

Today and tomorow: “The Fox on 
the Fairway” (Hamman Hall, Rice 
University)

There is still one more weekend to check out 
Rice’s only university-wide student-run theater 
troupe in its first performance of the school year. 
“Fox” is a comedy about love, golf, wagers and 
interwoven relationships. If the Rice Players do as 
well with this farce as they did with “Noises Off!,” 
prepare for a hilarious and thoroughly enjoyable 
evening.

9/28 – 10/28: “Death of a Salesman”  
(Alley Theatre)

A Tony Award and Pulitzer Prize winner, 
“Death of a Salesman” was recently revived 
on Broadway starring Philip Seymour Hoffman 
and Andrew Garfield. Although we will not be 

seeing Hoffman and Garfield here in Houston, 
Miller’s play about the reality of the American 
Dream is a stage classic. If you missed your 
chance to reserve a free ticket courtesy of Rice’s 
Passport to Houston, tickets that were not 
picked up are now available to everyone  at the 
Rice Memorial Center Info Desk.

10/9 – 10/21: “Jekyll and Hyde”  
(Hobby Center)

I am looking forward to this production the 
most. First of all, there is the history: “Jekyll and 
Hyde” was not only Frank Wildhorn’s claim to 
Broadway fame, but it also made its world premiere 
here in Houston. Secondly, “Jekyll and Hyde” is an 
extremely easy-to-enjoy crossover musical – there 
is a hint of pop/rock influence that should suit the 
stars’ voices well. Starring Constantine Maroulis 
of “American Idol” fame and Deborah Cox, this 
production is anticipating to open on Broadway in 
April 2013, so we will be able to see this musical 
before New Yorkers.

10/20: “Sound of Music Sing-along”  
(Miller Outdoor Theatre)

It is not technically a theater production, but 
“Sound of Music,” with a nun who sings, makes 
clothes out of drapes and falls in love with a cap-
tain who heroically escapes with his family to 
elude forced service for the Third Reich, deserves 
coverage. Plus the show is free. Rodgers and Ham-
merstein, Julie Andrews and the hills of Austria, 
what more could one ever need in a musical?

10/26 – 11/11: “The Italian Girl in Algiers” 
(Wortham Center)

Imagine writing an operatic sensation before 
graduating from college. At age 21, Giaochino Ros-
sini (“Barber of Seville”) wrote “The Italian Girl,” 
a story about a girl, Isabella, who arrives in the Al-
giers to rescue her boyfriend Lindoro from pirates. 
When Isabella attracts Lindoro’s amorous slave 
owner Mustafa, who wishes to divorce his wife to 
marry her, she must be cunning to plan her and 
Lindoro’s escape. The Houston Grand Opera pres-
ents this romantic shipwreck comedy with an all-
star cast. If you have ever wanted to dip your toe 
into opera, this would be one to try.

11/1 – 11/3, 11/8 – 11/10: “The Drowsy Chap-
erone” (Hanszen College Commons)

This story-within-a-story begins with a middle-
aged theater aficionado listening to his favorite 
musical theater record: The Drowsy Chaperone. 
When the record’s musical production magically 
comes to life, its Jazz Age tale leads the audience 
through a scenarios of seduction, misunderstand-
ing, gangsters and follies.

11/6 – 11/11: “Les Miserables” 
(Hobby Center)

There is a reason this is the third-longest-run-
ning show on Broadway; “Les Mis” is, in all as-
pects of the word, epic. Hear the song “I Dreamed 
a Dream” British X-Factor star Susan Boyle made 
famous in its intended context, and prepare for 

the film adaptation of the musical, starring Hugh 
Jackman, Russell Crowe, Anne Hathway and Sa-
sha Baron Cohen, which is coming to theaters this 
December. The creative team of “Les Mis” took a 
fresh approach to the material for its 25th anniver-
sary, so even if you have seen it before, you will not 
want to miss this production.

11/9 – 11/11, 11/15 – 11/17: “Tartuffe”  
(Hamman Hall, Rice University)

Written in 1664 by French Playwright Moliere, 
“Tartuffe” is a witty roast of religious hypocrisy.  
Tartuffe adeptly cons Orgon and his mother by 
convincing them his opinion is divine. Though 
Tartuffe has pulled the wool over Orgon’s eyes, the 
rest of Orgon’s family is not deceived. As the family 
tries to out Tartuffe, he in turn tries to blacklist the 
family out of their own home. The Rice Visual and 
Dramatic Arts promises a funny and visually gor-
geous production. 

Be sure to check out the “Passport to Hous-
ton” Facebook page for discounts to certain 
shows for students, and if you are feeling more 
adventurous, most productions offer student 
rush tickets. Although policies vary depend-
ing on the show and venue (call the box office 
for specifics), in most cases, if you arrive at 
the theater one to two hours before showtime 
and show your student ID you will receive dis-
counted tickets. Bottom line: Pay less money; 
see more shows!
Farrah Madanay contributed to this article.

Wit, laughs and melodies take the stage this fall
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Black Hole is a caffeinated force to be 
reckoned with. It lures in coffee lovers with 
its relaxing atmosphere, reasonable prices 
and astronomical selection of delicious coffee 
and tea. This original Houston phenomenon 
is tucked away on Graustark Street in a cozy 
neighborhood and only a 15-minute bike ride 
or five-minute drive from Rice. 

All of the time spent finding a parking 
spot or bike rack will be rewarded once you 
enter the cool, dimly lit interior of Black Hole. 
Walking through the glass doors, it feels as 
though you have entered an underground 
coffee oasis that only local Houstonians (and 
Rice students) have the privilege to utilize. 
Take your pick from a variety of retro couches, 
chairs and tables under the Lindsay Lohan 
pop art to set up shop and take advantage of 
the free Wi-Fi. Most of the inside and outside 
seating is filled with students and business-
men typing furiously on their MacBooks, so 
it can be a hassle to find a seat. However, the 
coffee is worth the trouble. 

Black Hole only uses coffee locally roasted 
by Big Bend Coffee Roasters in Marfa, Texas. 
All espresso drinks are made with Big Bend 
Italian Roast Espresso, and Black Hole serves 
the basics, including the cubano, latte, cap-
puccino, americano and macchiato. There are 
a variety of blends offered for french press, 
cafe au lait and iced coffee, but the friendly 
barista, who also plays in the Houston band 
Young Mammals, asserts that the best beans 
for drip coffee are Mexican Chipas, a Full City 
Roast, and Ethiopian Yirgacheffe, a  
Vienna Roast.

Taking into account the barista’s sugges-
tions, I tried a cafe au lait using the Ethiopian 

Vienna Roast Coffee, which is a moderately 
dark roast. To my delight, it had chocolaty 
hues that added a pleasant sweetness. It was 
bold, yet very smooth. There was a subtle tart 
bite of citrus, but it finished nicely with a full-
bodied sweet aftertaste.

The Italian Roast Espresso was quite the 
opposite of the Ethiopian. The bartender 
hinted that the drip coffee was much better 
than the espresso, but I tried a traditional 
cappuccino nonetheless. Since it was an 
Italian Roast, it was very dark and not acidic, 
with a bitter bite and savory aftertaste. How-
ever, it had prominent burnt overtones, which 
made it quite distasteful for me. 

In addition to coffee and espresso, Black 
Hole sells various teas, including chai and 
mate, as well as wine and beer. For palatable 
food options, it sells pastries, quiches and 
scones to eat along with your coffee.

Black Hole is open every day from 6:30 
a.m. until midnight. If you bring a pair of 
noise-canceling headphones to drown out the 
voices and eclectic mix of music, it could be a 
pleasant place to study and enjoy a flavorful 
cup of joe.

Black Hole

B+
Location: 4504 Graustark Street 
Phone Number: 713-528-0653
Price Range: $
Recommended menu item: 
Ethiopian Yirgacheffe drip coffee
The rundown: A mere five minute drive 
from campus, Black Hole is a laid-back 
hipster haven with noteworthy drip 
coffee. 

Roa sted:Black Hole

Amanda Gutierrez

AmAndA Gutierrez/thresher

Just off Montrose Blvd., Black Hole is an ideal study spot with quality drip coffe and free Wi-Fi.

Thresher Arts & Entertainment
write about what you love. get paid. 

thresher-arts@rice.edu 
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a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
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CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu
WANTED
Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and Ener-
getic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate is $20 
to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  We provide 
all training, all training is paid, and we pay for 
travel.  Email your resume to rice-jobs@test-
masters.com.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact  832-
428-8330  and email resume to  siyengar777@
gmail.com

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING SQUARED, a pri-
vate tutorial service, needs part-time tutors 
in Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Phsyics, 
Spanish, English, Economics, and Finance. 
Flexible hours. EXCELLENT PAY. No house calls. 
Office located close to campus. 713-528-7085

Interested in tutoring middle school or 
high school students?    In this paid oppor-
tunity, currently enrolled Rice students will 
tutor students in the Houston area. For more 
information contact Sonya Ramirez: e-mail 
(sonya.ramirez@rice.edu) or phone  (713-
348-6108).

Tiff’s Treats is hiring Drivers and Kitchen staff 
to bake and deliver warm cookies with a great 
attitude. Drivers start at $7.25/hr + Tips.   Kitch-
en starts at $9.00/hr.  Full and part time posi-
tions are available. Apply at http://tiffstreats.
com/Company/Job-Application.aspx

Tutoring positions available.  We are looking 
for dependable, caring academic tutors to work 
with students on a one-to-one basis throughout 
the 2012-2013 school year.  Compensation is $25/
hour.  Please contact Chivonne for more infor-
mation at 713.572.3533 or email chivonneahts@
aol.com.

Job Available:  We are looking for a student to 
pick our 11 and 13 year old kids up from school 
and watch them from 4-6pm for 3-5 days/week.  
If interested, contact me at: shgiordano@gmail.
com

Boutique Tutoring Company Seeking Part 
Time Tutors!  Bee Tutored, a boutique tutoring 
company is  recruiting part time tutors in the 
Houston area.  We offer competitive pay and 
flexible schedules.  Please send resume to bc-
cbeetutored@gmail.com. Be sure to include 
RICE RECRUIT and the subjects you are quali-
fied to teach in the subject line.

Seeking in-home tutor for two 4th graders to 
help with Language Arts, Math, and Reading 
homework. Located 1 mile from Rice.  Flexible 
hours (weekday evenings and/or weekends).  
$20/hour.  832-724-4232 or 713-522-1136.

WALK OR BIKE TO WORK. Pinewood Cafe in Her-
mann Park is hiring. Weekend cashier needed 
immediately.Email pinewoodcafe@gmail.com 
to set an appointment for an interview.Only 
happy people need apply.

Family looking for part-time household orga-
nizer/assistant. Duties include errands, shop-
ping, returns. Helping family with daily tasks 
with children, after school activities. Close to 
Rice. Must have car, good driving record, clear 
criminal background. Serious inquiries only. 
Contact lancedavis@davisholdingslp.com.

Varsity Tutors has many students seeking 
smart tutors for math, science, languages, all 
other subjects and test prep. Competitive pay 
and make your own schedule. Only online ap-
plications will be considered.  Please apply at: 
http://www.varsitytutors.com/houston-tutor-
ing-jobs.

Like Santa’s workshop or the meat 
section at a Costco, the testing room was 
cold. My nipples stood erect under the 
dirty college sweatshirt I had worn three 
sleepless nights in a row. A few days ago, 
this would have made me self-conscious, 
but now I did not care. Now all that mat-
tered was the test.

The proctor handed out the tests one 
by one. The anticipation was agonizing. 
My hand quivered, eagerly grasping the 
wooden shaft of the pencil. I was shaking, 
and I knew it was not just the gallons of 
Red Bull I had consumed in Fondren. The 
proctor put the test face-down on my desk. 
It was a packet both thick and white. The 
desk seemed to buckle under its girth. I 
looked down at the enormous, hard test. 
The flourescent lights allowed me to see a 
rough outline of the last problem. I could 

not help but stare. Even 
though I was unable to read it exactly, it 
stimulated me nonetheless. I was grip-
ping the pencil harder now, the thought 
of the test making my brain throb and my 
heart race.

“You may now turn your test over.”
It was test time. I had fantasized about 

this moment for so long. When I was alone 
at night in my bed, I would think about 
this very day, this very test. Now it was 
real. I read the first question, then the 
second, then the third. In my fantasies, I 
had thought about how I would look over 
the questions before I started on them, 
but I did not expect this. I knew nothing. 

The questions could have been writ-
ten in Portuguese. It would have made 
no difference. This test was going to 
dominate me.

I tried to work through the first prob-
lem. I began to write some calculations, re

m e m -
bering what my 

professor had taught 
me. I began to feel pleasure 

welling up inside of me. Then the test 
struck back. My answer made no sense. 
All of my effort was for naught. I was the 
test’s slave, and it was my master.

My grip on the pencil was unsure now. 
I was used to tests in high school where I 
had control, but now I felt danger. Sweat 
dripped from my forehead. The room no 
longer seemed cold, and I took off my 
sweatshirt to reveal the college shirt I had 
also worn for three days. I reached down 
to my sweatpants and adjusted them so I 
would not develop a wedgie on the small, 
uncomfortable chair.

With that small step toward nudity, I 
decided to tackle the second question. But 
I did not even know what it was saying. I 
stood up suddenly. I was getting desper-
ate. My brain was telling me I needed to 
try anything to break the test’s hold over 
me. Yet deep down, I knew I could not. 
Even if I could answer the questions, a 
part of me doubted that I wanted to.

I walked over to the proctor. I was hold-
ing the test with both hands, feeling its 

weight. So far, the test and I had only inter-
acted between the two of us. I was about to 
make it a threesome. I asked the proctor 
for help on the second question. He told 
me he could not answer. I was struggling 
to be on top, striving to gain control. But 
the test was winning. I sat back down. I 
looked between my legs and realized how 
wet I was. That damn Nalgene bottle had 
spilled on the chair. I knew I should have 
screwed the cap on that thing. I glanced 
back at the test. I realized there was no 
fighting it. The test had won. I let it control 
me. I let it own me.

That’s when an amazing feeling 
rushed through me. It was titillating. I 
remembered the syllabus saying that the 
final exam could cancel our test grade 
out. I thought of the extra-credit project 
we could do. I climaxed in excitement. 
I thought about how the class was on a 
curve. Relief poured over every ounce of 
my body as I wiggled in my chair in ecsta-
sy. I got up and turned in my test.

I walked out the door of the auditori-
um, the sultry Houston air filling my nos-
trils. Now that the test was over, I could 
do anything I wanted. Finally, I had some 
free time so that I could watch some tele-
vision or take a nap. Also, someone put-
ting his penis inside of my vagina would 
be nice.

Dad!

“If you ain’t got health, you ain’t got … 
SHIT!” –Sid 

O-Week, you should know what I’m talking about

“Fuck models!” –Stephen Palasi on economics

#poundsignoctothorpe

“You just gotta take life and shoot it right 
between the eyes.” –Navetej Dhaliwal

Sid 604-606! Come and say “hi” to us.

“You threw out your shoulder ribbon twirling? 
What did you tell the doctor?” “That I was flail-
ing.  Which was true.”

#ghostweird

“If a number looks the same, it is the same; it 
probably even smells the same.” –Professor 
Zhiyong Gao

The Ryder Cup is like the Super Bowl for 60-year 
old WASPs…

“Why can’t we be friends?” –Biochemistry 
and cell biology professor Michael Gustin on 
molecule bonding in BIOS 201

This is a good line -> _______________

Why don’t you have any hot food?! Damn I’ve 
been doing econ for fucking ever!

Brace yourselves. The shithawks are coming.

Ass clowns

I’m gay

Dad?

How do you keep someone in suspense?

“Once I get the constipation in my head out, 
the poop comes easily” –Sophie Lin

“Why don’t we have Centennial every year?” –Clue-
less freshman

I would pay big money to Michael Jordan to 
reprise his role as Michael Jordan in a sequel 
to Space Jam

UH was here

“Alcohol is my only friend.  Everyone else is a 
mutual friend.” –Houston McConnell

^Huge moron

Potbelly’s permanently

Female archi looking for some stress relief ;)

dad?

I like big butts and I cannot lie.

Dad!

ASSMAN

Junior female seeks male who can squat more 
than her. Tougher than it sounds.

MISCLASS@rice.edu

Fiftyrrrr          
 Shades 

      of Midterms

Chapter 69: The Test
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win The best submissions each week will be awarded 
a free hot food item from The Hoot!

Tweet your “misclass 
to @thresherBP & in-
clude #misclass.

Post your “misclass” 
on the Backpage’s 
facebook wall.

Write your “misclass” 
down and drop it off 
at The Hoot.

“I just want a big dick that won’t call in the morning” –Sid elevator
I like boobs because boobs.winners

The Backpage Editors
#1 Backpage Critics Choice 2010-2012

The Backpage is satire and is written by Alex Weinheimer and Anthony Lauriello.  Email comments and questions to ajw3@rice.edu.
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Course syllabi can now be posted within 
ESTHER and archived over the years, accord-
ing to Vice Provost of Academic Affairs Paula 
Sanders. The impetus for this initiative came 
from students, Sanders said.

The syllabi posting mechanism went live 
the week of Sept. 24, Registrar David Tenney 
said. Instructors will be encouraged to post 
their course syllabi within ESTHER prior to 
the first day of class and must do so no later 
than the end of the first week of classes, Ten-
ney said. Instructors may update the syllabi 
throughout the semester, according to the Reg-
istrar website.

Additionally, faculty and instructors will 
be required to archive syllabi within ESTHER 
beginning in the spring of 2013 in a motion 
passed by the Faculty Senate on Oct. 3, accord-
ing to Sanders.

One benefit to having an archive of syl-
labi is that graduate schools and employ-
ers often ask to view a course syllabus to be 
sure that certain material had been covered 
in the course, Sanders said. Rice graduates 
continue to have access to ESTHER after 
graduation, according to Tenney.

“Many students need to provide a syllabus 
to an employer or a graduate school in order to 
demonstrate the scope and content of a course 
that appears on their transcript,” Sanders said. 
“But syllabi often get discarded or misplaced, 
and it’s possible that a faculty member may no 
longer be available or might not have a sylla-
bus from a previous year.”

Jones College junior Nick Rizopoulos 
worked last year as Jones Student Asso-
ciation Senator to help propose the syllabi 
standards policy, the posting of syllabi on 
ESTHER and the archiving of syllabi to the 
administration, he said. He said the idea 
originally came from Steven Boswell (Jones 
’12), who was the Jones Senator two years 
ago while Rizopoulos was a New Student 
Representative to the SA.

“This initiative will play a huge role in im-
proving the quality of a Rice education for both 
the short and long-term,” Rizopoulos said. 
“Having an archive of syllabi will play a cru-
cial role in accreditation and re-accreditation 
of departments at Rice, and having the archive 
accessible to students will allow them to look 
at course syllabi before they register for a class, 
which will give them a better idea of what to 
expect from a class.”

Rizopoulos said that after the resolution 
for the syllabi standards policy and the ar-
chival of course syllabi passed through the 
Student Senate, he presented the resolution 
to the Committee on Undergraduate Curricu-
lum. The syllabi standards policy requires 
that all syllabi meet 11 basic requirements, 
including a course outline, grading policies 
and overall course expectations. 

Rizopoulos said the CUC then facilitated the 
resolution’s movement toward approval at the 
Faculty Senate.

Speaker of the Faculty Senate Jane 
Grande-Allen said that as an advisor for the 
master’s program in bioengineering, she can 

understand the need for students to be able 
to view a course syllabus years after taking 
the course. 

“We passed [the motions] because the 
SA, in consultation with the [CUC], did a 
great job of justifying why this was neces-
sary,” Grande-Allen, a bioengineering pro-
fessor, said.

Deputy Speaker of the Faculty Senate Carl 
Caldwell said the syllabi archiving also ben-
efits departments and schools.

“It will be far easier for a department or 
school to track what has actually been of-
fered [and] what courses look like in a given 
program--necessary information if a depart-
ment or school is interested in assessing and 
altering its offerings,” Caldwell, a history 
professor, said. 

Caldwell said that although he does not ex-
pect most syllabi to be posted far in advance 
of the first day of classes, he aims to have his 
syllabi viewable by the time of registration in 
future years.

“Maybe they won’t be complete, maybe 
they will require minor or even major tweak-
ing, but their very presence will indicate 
to students what my courses are about far 
better than the limited descriptions in the 
course catalog do currently,” Caldwell said.

Grande-Allen said she thought the mech-
anism on ESTHER for posting syllabi was 
well set up.

“The way that the Registrar has set up ES-
THER to upload syllabi is really easy and con-
venient,” Grande-Allen said. “I don’t know 
how many faculty will be able to upload a 
syllabus ahead of time before the semester 
starts, but I agree that it would be ideal.”

According to the Registrar website, a stu-
dent may contact the instructor’s academic 
department if the instructor does not post the 
course syllabus in a timely fashion or ignores 
requests to post the syllabus.

Brown College sophomore Karina Farias 
said being able to see syllabi on ESTHER and 
access them the first day of classes will help stu-
dents know what topics are coverd in the class.

“It’s really nice and helps us find those re-
sources easier,” Farias said. “You also know 
now on the first day what you’re getting into, 
because professors don’t really get into that 
on the first day. Having to put the syllabus on 
ESTHER also makes them have a more final-
ized one to begin with.”

ESTHER to archive syllabi

Rice students made the trek to Reliant Stadium on 
Sept. 29 for the Bayou Bucket as the Rice Owls took 
on the University of Houston Cougars. 

Rice spirit at the 
Bayou Bucket

SA President given iPad
by Farrah Madanay

Editorial Staff

The Student Association Executive Board col-
lectively decided to purchase an iPad for SA Presi-
dent Sanjula Jain to take notes on at meetings, 
according to a joint statement from the board. 
The iPad was purchased using $381 of the $600 
of the SA budget allotted to the executive fund, 
according to SA Treasurer Hersh Agrawal. The SA 
budget is funded in part by $2.45 of the blanket 
tax money paid by each student, according to the 
SA website. 

Agrawal said the $600 executive fund is dedi-
cated to new initiatives determined by members 
of the executive board.

Agrawal said he has a neutral stance on the 
purchase.

“I think it is a responsible use of the money,” 
Agrawal said. “It was a necessary purchase, but it 
was a hard decision. As the person that’s decid-
ing the money, I understand [the] need, but [...] 
it’s hard to see $381 leave to something like that.”

The SA Executive Board cited reliability in its 
joint statement as the main deciding factor in opt-
ing for the Apple iPad over cheaper tablets. The 
user-friendly familiarity in using an Apple-brand 
electronic device was also given consideration. 

“If you’re looking for reliable tablets, pricing 
does come to $400,” Agrawal said. “We opted to 
get a slightly older iPad for that same cost. Tablets 
under that price, we just didn’t find them.”

The board’s statement enumerated several 
reasons for the purchase. As a team, the SA Ex-
ecutive Board proposed the idea of buying the 
SA president a tablet after noting that the distinct 
benefits would afford Jain greater efficiency in 
gathering and communicating data from meet-
ings to the student body, the statement says.

According to the statement, typing on a lap-
top with a large screen during meetings can be 
considered rude and impersonal, and writing in 
a notebook diverts attention during a meeting to-
ward penmanship and rapid writing. The board 
said a laptop for note-taking is also inconvenient 

because of the limited battery life of the Jain’s 
personal computer and the little time she has to 
recharge her laptop between attending classes 
and meetings. Transcribing her notes from paper 
to digital form also creates a lag in sharing up-to-
date information with the student body, the SA 
Executive Board said in its statement.

“The number of meetings that [Jain] 
goes to does not compare to anyone else’s,” 
Agrawal said.

The board said the iPad is not a personal 
gift to the president, but rather a resource to be 
used by presidents of the SA to facilitate com-
munication and transparency of the SA to the 
student body. The iPad will be primarily used by 
Jain, but when her term is up, the iPad will be 
passed down to subsequent presidents, accord-
ing to the joint statement.

“The iPad allows for the president to quickly 
type notes during meetings that can be eas-
ily archived in their digital format, as well as 
shared with the student body,” the SA Executive 
Board said in the statement. “The intent of the 
purchase of the iPad is to allow for improved 
efficiency and etiquette during the president’s 
daily meetings, and [it] will allow for easy and 
rapid sharing of information acquired from 
these meetings.”

Parking Lots
West Lot

Other Locations
Entrance 1

Entrance 22

Sept. 30

Sept. 27

Sept. 28

Vandalism to a visiting tour bus.

Intoxicated passenger in a ve-
hicle stopped, referred to EMS.

Staff member being harassed by 
a co-worker. Referred to HR.

You also know now on the 
first day what you’re getting 
into, because professors 
don’t really get into that on 
the first day. 

Karina Farias
Brown College sophomore

claire elestwani/thresher

As the person that’s decid-
ing the money, I under-
stand [the] need, but [...] 
it’s hard to see $381 leave 
to something like that.

Hersh Agrawal
Jones College sophomore

RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Sep. 27-30.
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