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Theatre makes golf sexy 
Rice Players’ fall production, “Fox on 
the Fairway,” premieres tonight at 8 
p.m. There will be additional shows 
Sept. 30 at 3 p.m. and Oct. 4-6 at 
8 p.m. Tickets are $5 for students. 
Come see your fellow owls get foxy! Having hens in Houston

A Rice alumna founded Hens for Houston 
to fight for the right to raise chickens in 
her backyard.

A&E                                       p. 13

Second round success
British indie band The xx maintained 
its  trance-like sound on its sophomore 
album “Coexist,” released Sept. 5.

Op-Ed                                    p. 3

I want it that way
Anthony Lauriello argues for a market-
based system in the serveries, where the 
choices of students, not H&D, decide.

Features                           p. 9

Walk this way
See what motivates some of Rice’s walk 
on athletes. What makes them do it even 
without a scholarship?

Let the games begin
Election coverage kicks off with two 
takes on the economic policies of 
Obama and Romney. 

by Bhagwat kumaR
SpoRts EdItoR

The Bayou Bucket, the annual contest for 
college football bragging rights in Houston, will 
be played tomorrow at Reliant Stadium. Both 
the University of Houston Cougars and the Owls 
have been struggling as of late, but their records 
fail to capture both teams’ potential on the 
field. This week’s matchup will provide the two 
teams a chance to right their respective ships. 
However, this game holds deeper meaning than 
most weeks. The Rice football team views this 
game as a battle for respect. 

“Here in Houston, [Rice football] doesn’t 
really get that much exposure,” Rice wide 
receiver Donte Moore said. “People really don’t 
look at Rice as a great football school, just more 
of an academic school.” 

The Owls will look to change that perception 
with a victory tomorrow.  

“I feel like all the years I have been here, 
even more this year, we can really let people 
know that Houston isn’t just run by [UH]; it’s 

also run by Rice,” Moore said. “I feel like we 
have the athletes, the coaches and the staff to 
show that this is a program where great football 
happens.”

The Bayou Bucket, introduced in 1973, has 
been awarded 36 times. Houston has dominated 
the matchup, winning the trophy 26 times, 
including 18 of the first 22 games.

Cougar quarterback David Piland  said he 
understands the importance of the trophy in 
the city.

“It means a lot to have it, and it means a lot 
to lose it,” Piland said. “I’ve seen them take it 
from our sideline, and that will stick with me 
forever. It’s definitely a special thing to have, but 
that means that it hurts that much more to see it 
go. We want to keep it here.”

The Cougars are coming off their best season 
ever in 2011 – having just barely missed a Bowl 
Championship Series game – and are struggling 
to rebound after losing star quarterback Case 
Keenum. Keenum, now on the Houston Texans’ 
practice squad, practically rewrote the NCAA 
record book, leading the Cougars to a 73-34 beat 

down of the Owls last season.
With the loss of Keenum, the expectation 

was that the Cougars’ offense would struggle – 
but it was really the defense that led the team 
to a 0-3 record so far this season. Allowing an 
average of 41 points a game, the Cougars rank 
120th in the country in points against.

Rice is one of the only teams in the country 
ranked lower – at 45.8 points a game and 124th 
in the country.

Offensively, Houston is still dangerous, 
clocking in at an average of 347 yards per game. 
While Piland has thrown five touchdowns with 
1,040 yards, he does have the tendency to be 
wild: He has thrown six interceptions.

The Cougars started their season against 
Texas State University, falling 30-13. They only 
scored three points in the final three quarters.

The next week, against Louisiana Tech 
University, the Cougars lost in a shootout by a 
score of 56-49. Piland had 580 passing yards, 
but could not overcome the offensive onslaught 
that also stopped the Owls.

 

H&D seeks to 
add more beds

0see FOOTBALL, page 12 0see H&D, page 5
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Shooting for the moon
M.D. Anderson’s new Moon Shots 
research program targets eight major 
types of cancer.

by BRooke Bullock
News EdItoR

Synthetic chemist Kyriacos Costa Nicolaou, 
responsible for the synthesis of the cancer treat-
ment drug Taxol, will join the Rice faculty from 
the Scripps Research Institute in 2013 as the 
Harry C. and Olga K. Wiess Chair of Chemistry 
with the aid of a $6 million grant from the Cancer 
Prevention and Research Institute of Texas, ac-
cording to Provost George McLendon. Nicolaou 
is considered the No. 1 synthetic chemist in the 
world, McLendon said. 

Nicolaou is currently the Aline W. and L.S. 
Skaggs Professor of Chemical Biology and Darlene 
Shiley Chair in Chemistry at the Scripps Research 
Institute, according to the Scripps website. Accord-
ing to McLendon, the grant will be used to ensure 
a seamless transition from the Scripps Institute 
to Rice since Rice would not be able to fund the 
same large lab setup at the BioSciences Research 
Center on its own. Nicolaou’s research at Scripps 
was focused on innovating synthetic reactions 
and strategies for synthesizing complex molecules 

with specific interest in the biological properties of 
the molecules and drug design, according to the 
Scripps website. 

Nicolaou said he is nervous about driving on 
Houston’s highways but looks forward to the op-
portunity to work with various groups at Rice. 

“I am especially looking forward to collabora-
tive research programs with other groups at Rice 
in which our expertise in synthesis of natural and 
designed molecules will complement their know-
how in biology, nanotechnology and bioengineer-
ing,” Nicolaou said. “Having clinicians next door 
[at the Texas Medical Center], of course, provides 
further opportunities for discovering and develop-
ing new medicines for people.”

Nicolaou said he intends to collaborate with 
many departments during his research at Rice. 

“Our research goals at Rice will be to advance 
the art and science of chemical synthesis and to 
collaborate with biologists, bioengineers, nano-
technologists and clinicians from Rice and the 
nearby institutions of the Houston Medical Center 
as we strive to discover and develop new cures for 
cancer and other diseases,” Nicolaou said. “We are 

particularly grateful to CPRIT for a generous grant 
to facilitate our cancer research programs.”

Jones College junior Lucy Gao said she heard 
about Nicolaou in her chemistry classes and is ex-
cited to have him join Rice’s chemistry faculty. 

“I actually do breast cancer research,” Gao 
said. “His [proximity to] the [Texas Medical] 
Center will definitely draw a lot more attention 

to cancer research, which is never a bad thing.” 
McLendon said Rice’s reputation will benefit 

from Nicolaou joining the faculty because it vali-
dates Rice as an attractive place for top researchers. 

“Any time you get the No. 1 person in the 
world to join your faculty, it improves your repu-
tation and ability to teach students at the frontier 
of the field,” McLendon said.

Nicolaou said the icing on the cake for him 
was having his daughter, a Rice psychology in-
structor Colette Nicolaou, and five-month-old 
grandson in Houston. 

According to Nicolaou, his grandson was one 
of the first babies delivered in the new Children’s 
Hospital across the street from the BRC on April 
6, 2012.

“Talk about a good omen for productivity and 
discoveries in biomedical research,” Nicolaou said.

McLendon said he is excited to have Nicolaou 
on the faculty and has heard he is a great teach-
er, researcher and person.

“In addition to the happiest students, we may 
have the happiest synthetic chemistry depart-
ment now, too,” McLendon said.

In addition to the happiest 
students, we may have the 
happiest synthetic chemis-
try department now, too.

George McLendon
Provost

Synthetic chemist K.C. Nicolaou to join Rice in 2013

by ANdRew Ta
ThResheR StaFF

The administration is seeking to increase the 
percentage of undergraduates living on campus 
to 80 percent, according to Dean of Under-
graduates John Hutchinson. Currently, 75 per-
cent of undergraduates live in college-owned, 
college-operated or college-affiliated housing at 
Rice, according to U.S. News and World Report. 
With 3,755 undergraduate students currently 
enrolled, this 5 percent increase requires 190 
students to come on campus.

Hutchinson said no decisions or recommen-
dations have been made. According to Hutchin-
son, President David Leebron requested a study 
of housing on campus and hired consultants to 
explore feasible options.

“The Dean’s office, Housing and Dining, and 
Facilities Engineering and Planning are in the 
process of exploring the options for housing 80 
percent of our students on campus,” Hutchin-
son said. “Some of these options were rejected 
as non-starters. Some were kept for further con-
sideration and for cost analysis. No decisions 
have been made.”

Hutchinson said there was no timetable for 
action and that the process was still in an ex-
ploratory period.

Jones College Redesign Committee Head 
Joe Eletto said he believed Jones will be the 
first to receive additional beds but that the 
initiative will spread throughout campus by 
renovation priority.

“We were contacted [by H&D] last year. 
They told us to form a committee of represen-
tatives, so we selected the people ourselves,” 
Eletto, Jones’ Vice President, said. “Our presi-
dent at Jones selected a few people he thought 
would provide the most diverse feedback pos-
sible, including two architecture majors.”

Eletto said that according to the current 
plans from H&D, Jones is expecting 20 new 
beds, but also that Jones was on the smaller size 
of the expansion project.

Courtesy Daily Cougar
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While Rice University students have 
grown accustomed to staff editorials 
displaying the full splendor of the Eng-
lish tongue, this week the University of 
Houston has challenged the Thresher 
to a match of verbal jousting to precede 
Saturday’s Bayou Bucket. We fear that 
if we hurl insults at the University of 
Houston using our regular lexicon, the 
message will be entirely lost on their 
not-entirely-refined intellects. There-
fore, we apologize to our Rice readers 
for writing the rest of this editorial in 
simple English so that the Cougars  
might understand it.

 UH sucks. Imagine Nicki Minaj 
and Rebecca Black performing a song 
without autotune and at full volume. 
Now multiply that by 10. (Note to UH 
freshmen: Multiplication is like add-
ing again and again. Never mind. 
You’ll learn about it in your sophomore  
math classes.) 

 Rice does not suck. In fact, it is quite 
good at many things: like winning No-
bel Prizes and getting its undergradu-
ates jobs. No, we are not the prettiest 
people, but we marry the prettiest 
people because we earn lots of money. 
One thing at which we are not always 
great is football. That’s because we 
are a small school, and our football 
team goes to class with the rest of the 
students. Apparently that’s not a thing 
at other schools. Anyway, when Rice 
plays big state schools, we are always 
the underdogs. Oh, did we say big state 
schools? We meant big state schools 
that aren’t UH.

 You see, in the last three years, Rice 
has beat UH for the Bayou Bucket twice. 
This means that UH loses at the one 
thing at which they should win. When 
we see you guys yelling “Go Coogs” 
and throwing up your shocking hand 
symbol, two things come to mind for a 
Rice fan. The first is that no one should 
do that with their hands in public. The 
second is pity.

You will say that we are wrong and 
that for a while UH did well at football. 
The reason for that was Case Keenum, 
and that reason graduated. Now you 
are set to join the Big East, and some 
of you are very excited, but, like Sarah 
Palin trying to be elected Vice Presi-
dent, it probably won’t work out quite 
like you think. (You may not get that 
joke, but that’s okay.) Teasing aside, 
we are sure you will succeed in the 
Big East, just like you did in Confer-
ence USA – if your definition of success 
means having a losing record to us.

So when Chris Boswell kicks the ex-
tra point that cements Rice’s victory, 
know that while we cheer in joy, we 
shed a small tear for you guys. We don’t 
know how it feels to lose like that, but 
we can imagine it is quite unpleasant. 
(Note: Unpleasant means sad.) 

Unsigned editorials represent the 
majority opinion of the Thresher edi-
torial staff.  All other opinion piec-
es represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.
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Totally for it. This country  
is ready for it.

Not sure how I feel.

Against the drug.

It’s fine for medicinal  
uses only.

How do you feel about the 
potential legalization  
of marijuana?

Last Week’s Online Poll Results:

Total number of responses: 293

49%

Dude.

6%
5%

“I’ve heared talk of strawberries at west.”“I heard talk of strawberries at West.”

32%

8%
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If you’re reading this, it means 
you’ve managed to stop weeping into 
your Harvard rejection letters long 
enough to check the news. Congrats.

With the Bayou Bucket around 
the corner, we Coogs just wanted to 
remind you how much we love your 
football team. The “just for fun” men-
tality you all play with is adorable. 

It’s heartwarming to see a school 
like Rice jeopardize its reputation by 
allowing such a talentless team the 
opportunity to play with real college 
football players.

 No matter how pitiful your team’s 
performance is to watch, you still 
humbly ignore the pressure to im-
prove. As long as everybody gets an 
orange slice at half time, the Owls 
can go home happy.

 However, some of your students 
still don’t seem to understand that 
your team is not meant to be serious.

We find it surprising that Rice 
students are even aware the foot-
ball team exists. We just didn’t think 
you all had the time to notice, in be-
tween lighting piles of money on fire 
and collecting BMWs.

 Nonetheless, a number of you be-
lieve that by some miracle Rice has a 
chance this Saturday. Aren’t you all 
supposed to be smart? 

For Rice, the Bayou Bucket is an 
opportunity to prove your worth. For 
us, it’s two bye weeks in a row. 

During the last 20 years, Rice has 
taken the game of football and turned 
it into its own mutilated creation. It’s 
like Frankenstein’s monster, except 
worse to look at and nobody would 
ever spend time reading about it.

Watching Rice play is like watch-
ing rice. The last time something 
exciting happened at Rice Stadium, 
John F. Kennedy was talking about 
going to the moon.  

Rice’s inability to recruit decent 
football players is not the fault of a 
coach with a 45-56 career record, a 
crumbling stadium or the school’s 
admissions standards. Good foot-
ball players don’t go to Rice because 
when they visit campus they meet 
3,000 scarf-wearing “artists” with 
fake British accents trying to read 
them poetry.

Don’t be bitter that the Big East 
didn’t want anything to do with you. 
Conference USA needs you. Who 
else is going to make UAB and Mar-
shall feel good about themselves?  

All jokes aside, we really do look 
forward to seeing you this Saturday 
at Reliant. It’s been a while. You re-
member where it is, right? It seems 
like away games are the only time 
you snobby birds leave your golden-
laced nests.

Let’s have a good game this week-
end. We hope for a strong turnout 
but of course we don’t expect many 
Rice students to show up once they 
find out there’s no valet parking. 

Go Coogs.

Dear Plebeians, Dear Alcoholics,

In the spirit of our friendly rivalry with the University of Hous-
ton, the editorial boards of The Daily Cougar and the Rice Thresh-
er have exchanged editorials. In anticipation of Saturday’s foot-
ball game, these two editorials are running in both newspapers 
this week. This is one of the biggest athletic events of the year, 
and we hope to see a huge Blue and Gray turnout at Reliant Sta-
dium this weekend. We don’t want to be outdone by Cougar High.
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With the Centennial less than a month 
away, we are given the unique opportunity 
as students to reflect on 100 years of his-
tory and also to look forward to the future. 
As President David Leebron laid out in his 
Vision for the Second Century, Rice has set 
high goals and standards as we mark this 
historic junction and move into our next cen-
tury. His 10-point plan includes increasing 
recognition of the Rice name internationally, 
engaging with the city of Houston and fos-
tering partnerships with other institutions  
for research.

With President Leebron’s V2C as a model, 
the Student Association hopes to affirm what 
undergraduate students believe is important 
as Rice moves forward. One of our primary 
goals is to create a conversation about the 
best way to strengthen the university and 
maintain the unique Rice experience that 
leads students to choose Rice. The Student 
Vision for the Second Century committee 
is gathering the feedback and opinions of 
the students. This is an important platform 
that will gather administrators, faculty, 
alumni and students for a discussion about  
their thoughts.

Accomplishing a task of this magnitude is 
difficult. We know that some students will be 
apathetic about filling out yet another sur-
vey, or may not see the value in taking time to 
give feedback. It may seem that the long-term 
projects are daunting or impossible, but we 
are optimistic that the changes we make now 
will not only better future Owls, but current 
students as well. We can only benefit with 
the improvement of our already outstand-
ing university and the Student Vision for the 
Second Century is an opportunity for stu-
dents to voice opinions about where we hope 
Rice will be in our lifetimes. In the midst of 
meetings and midterms, classes and problem 

sets, the Centennial is a moment to pause 
and take a step back. Taking 15 minutes to re-
flect on your time at Rice, whether you have 
been here for three months or three years, is 
important for all of us. We know that seeing 
the big picture is difficult, but we believe it  
is imperative.

The SV2C also comes at a definitive mo-
ment in the relationship between the student 
body and the administration. We understand 
that some students feel a disconnect be-
tween student opinions and the goals of the 
administration. Our priority is to help start to 
bridge this gap and enter the next hundred 
years working together to tackle Rice’s larg-
est issues and make it the best university it 
can be.   

This relationship will only be successful 
if both sides are willing to come to the table, 
and as students we have both an opportunity 
and a responsibility to voice our thoughts 
constructively and purposefully. We hope 
that through the SV2C, we can advocate for 
ourselves and highlight the aspects of Rice 
that we value, such as the residential college 
system. At the same time, we can begin to 
consider things we would like to see on cam-
pus to further enhance our Rice experience. 
As the happiest students, sometimes we are 
all guilty of focusing on small imperfections, 
like the cups in the servery.  Instead we hope 
to use this conversation to address broader 
issues ranging from academics and career 
development to student life and facilities 
such as the RMC. In return, we expect the 
Rice administration to continue to respect 
student insights and work to consider the re-
percussions on students when big decisions 
are made.

We hope students will join us in the con-
versation, as this truly is a defining moment 
in Rice’s history. Please email SV2C@rice.edu 
with any thoughts, opinions or ideas, or visit 
our website or Facebook page for more infor-
mation. The results of this committee discus-
sion will be presented at the SV2C Townhall, 
which will be held on Oct. 11 during the Cen-
tennial Celebration from 4:30-5:30 p.m. in 
the Grand Hall of the RMC.    

Sanjula Jain is the SA president and  
a Brown College senior.  

Kathleen Barker is the SV2C committee chair 
and a Brown College senior. 

Samantha Hea is an SA senator and a 
Martel College sophomore.

In 1989, when the Berlin Wall finally 
fell, East Germans rushed to the West to en-
joy the fruits of a democratic society. These 
fruits – kiwis, pineapples, bananas and 
strawberries – had long been scarce in the 
communist economy of the East but were 
prevalent in the capitalist West. I ponder this 
anecdote often at Rice University, not when I 
pass by the piece of the Berlin Wall in front 
of the Baker Institute, but in the servery 
where I scrounge under the unwanted hon-
eydew and cantaloupe for the hope of one  
red strawberry.

Like East Germany, the Rice servery sys-
tem is a textbook definition of a command 
economy. All students on campus must pay a 
$2,000 per semester tax to a governing body 
that then determines our food needs and 
provides them to us. This amounts to around 
$500 a month, not counting the lack of ser-
vice for Saturday dinner. We have no choice 
in how we allot that $2,000. We pay when the 
food is delicious and when a caring Hous-
ing and Dining employee makes us a custom 
item. We pay when the food is disgusting and 
we feel forced to eat off campus. We pay when 
we are on school sponsored trips, when we 
just get a glass of water or when we sleep 
through breakfast. We pay no matter what.

This lack of a market means both an im-
balance of information and power. It distorts 
the relationship we should have with the 
servery. In the capitalist system, demand 
determines price and supply. The consumer 
choosing goods creates a conversation be-
tween those who provide the goods and those 
who use them. Consider a Sunday dinner left-
over night with utterly unappetizing food. In 
our current command economy, it does not 
matter to the servery if students consume this 
dinner. In a capitalist system, though, the 
servery would lose money when no one chose 
to purchase the food. The servery’s manage-
ment would learn from its mistake, correct 
itself and then offer goods that the students 
actually want. 

The lack of a market also means there is an 
imbalance of power. In the command system, 
the servery can take away popular features 
such as paper plates and regular sized cups, 
and students are powerless to stop them.  In 
the capitalist system, students could pro-
test such moves by choosing to frequent off 
campus establishments. Furthermore, the 
servery staff treats us not like customers 
but thieves. Consuming their products hurts 

their financial position, as we have already 
paid at the beginning of the year. There-
fore taking Cheerios to our rooms is consid-
ered larceny and too often the servery views 
students not as potential customers but  
potential criminals. 

H&D apologists will object and say that 
we have the choice to live off campus. This 
argument runs contrary to the basic concept 
of a democracy. Rice students live on campus 
so they can experience the unique culture of 
our university, not so they can pay for tofu 
squares in the salad bar that they never eat. 
Consenting to live on campus does not mean 
we forfeit the right to fight for a better school 
for us and future generations. Saying that 
we should simply move off campus if we dis-
agree with H&D is akin to telling Americans 
to leave their country if they object to any 
policies from Washington. We cannot leave 
campus just because the system is broken. 
We must try to fix the system.

And the fix is both simple and elegant. The 
school should offer meal plans based on Tet-
ra points. An all-you-can-eat meal would cost 
a certain number of Tetra points, or students 
could elect to pay fewer Tetra points and 
simply get one item a la carte. Each student 
would purchase an amount of points that 
tailored to their needs. If a student overesti-
mated the amount of points they would need, 
the points would roll over to next semester, 
and if a student  underestimated, he or she 
could always purchase more. Furthermore, 
the students could frequent on-campus food 
vendors and student-run businesses with the 
points. Students on financial aid packages 
who receive room and board would receive 
a plan as part of their benefits, and no other 
students would be the wiser. If this makes a 
whole lot of sense to you, you are not alone. 
Most schools have similar systems that give 
students choices and allow for  market-based 
systems for food that still help encourage 
communal dining.

I know that I will probably never see this 
idea take fruition at Rice. The status quo is 
strong at this school, and the administra-
tion’s responsiveness to students is at its 
weakest. Yet we as students must do some-
thing to solve the problem. We must chal-
lenge our elected leaders, especially the Stu-
dent Association, to represent the growing 
discontent about an H&D management team 
that seems to care little for us. We must show 
our affection to the staff at H&D who take 
pride in their jobs and help us, while sending 
a strong message to their bosses. The odds 
may seem insurmountable, but while we may 
not succeed in replacing the nonfunctional 
and broken command system with a free and 
open market in the near term, I have faith. 
History and economics are on our side. 

 
                           Anthony Lauriello is a  
                                                 Wiess College senior and  a 
                                         Thresher backpage editor.

Get involved with SV2C’s initiativeH&D, tear down this servery system

Kathleen Barker, Sanjula Jain and  
Samantha Hea

Anthony Lauriello
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Baker College’s Baker Blues

Rating Categories
Thresher 

Staff
Opinion

PRIVATE PARTIES D

INTANGIBLES
Perceived security, alcohol safety, accessi-
bility, anything else that affected the night

B

B-

B-

C+

Student
 Body* 

Opinion

C-

B-

B+

A-

B-

ATMOSPHERE
Theme, costume participation, decor

OVERALL GRADE

MUSIC/DANCING
People getting freaky?

“The 12 piece band made up most of the 
crowd.”

“MILF central.”

“My family had a ton of fun. It was perfect 
for the weekend.”

“If you bother to get a live band for a blues 
party, play blues music. Seriously, if we 
wanted to listen to pop music, we could 
have played it on speakers, which is what 
we did half the time anyway since the band 
took so many breaks.”

*Based on a poll of 61 undergraduate students



In 39 days, hundreds of millions 
of people in this country will head 
to the polls to cast their vote for the 
next president of the United States. 
As we head into the final stretch 
before the election, the Thresher 
will start to cover a different 
topic pertinent to the election 
in each issue, featuring opinion 
editorials from individuals in the 
Rice community that discuss each 
candidate’s policies. Our goal is 
to bring political awareness to the 
Rice University Campus and to allow 
individuals in the Rice community to 
voice opinions that matter to them, 
their peers and their colleagues. 

The state of the economy today
One of the most important issues in this election is the overall economy, which is still recovering from 2008’s Great Recession, the worst economic crisis the country has witnessed since 

the Great Depression in the 1930s. While there has been job growth since the recession, it has stagnated in the past few months, leaving the unemployment rate at a stagnant 8.1% and the US 
economy in a $14 trillion deficit. Moreover, with the “fiscal cliff” approaching — the expiration of several rounds of tax cuts at the end of 2012 that would result in half a trillion dollars in budget 
cuts and tax increases that could push the US into another recession, the stage has been set for another battle between the next President and Congress.

The central debate surrounding the economy is how to create jobs and stimulate growth. President Obama has advocated for government expenditure in investments as well as 
ending the Bush tax cuts for those making over $250,000. Romney has pledged to cut government expenditure and has promised not to raise taxes. 

Why Obama’s plan 
grows the economy, 
reduces the deficit, 
and ensures the 
American Dream

The Great 
Depression of 1920 

and why I support 
Mitt Romney over 

Barack Obama

Neeraj Salhotra
For The Thresher

At the Democratic National Convention, former President Bill Clinton effectively articulated 
President Barack Obama’s economic vision when he said: “We believe in a we’re-all-in-this-
together society.” This vision of shared prosperity and shared sacrifice underscores President 
Obama’s economic framework and renders his approach significantly stronger than Governor 
Mitt Romney’s, which promotes a society where everyone is on their own.

President Obama’s singular long-term economic vision is providing opportunities for all 
people to achieve the American Dream.  The President realizes, however, that given our current 
economic situation the primary short-term focus must be on reducing unemployment. To that 
end, the President outlined the American Jobs Act which would help grow the economy. He 
proposed extending the Payroll Tax cut so low-income Americans would have more money to 
spend. He also supported the creation of an infrastructure bank which would leverage private 
dollars to help rebuild America’s roads, bridges, and airports. President Obama also advocated 
retrofitting the U.S.’s dilapidated schools, which stifle educational progress. These repairs 
would stimulate the economy today, as unemployed construction workers would get back 
to work, and grow the economy tomorrow, as improved roads and airports will boost trade 
and commerce and rebuilt schools will better students’ learning environments. According to 
Moody’s, these policies would “increase GDP by 2 percentage points in the following year, add 
1.9 million jobs, and cut the unemployment rate by a percentage point.”

President Obama also understands that, while short-term stimulative policies are neces-
sary, the nation must also get its fiscal house in order. He has therefore proposed a medium-
term deficit reduction package that includes a mixture of increasing revenue and cutting 
spending. Specifically, President Obama has offered $4 trillion in cuts over the next 10 years. 
The President agreed to $1 trillion in spending cuts through the Budget Control Act; another 
$800 billion by ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and $143 billion in savings through 
the Affordable Care Act. He coupled these spending cuts with modest revenue increases, be-
cause, as the bipartisan Simpson-Bowles commission noted, reducing spending alone will not 
solve the debt problem. The President proposed raising taxes on the wealthiest Americans and 
enacting the “Buffet Rule” to ensure that millionaires do not pay a lower tax rate than mid-
dle-income Americans. It is important to remember that for every dollar of revenue increases, 
President Obama cuts $2.50 of spending — quite similar to the Simpson-Bowles commission 
which contained $3 of spending cuts for every dollar of revenue increases.

More than just stimulating the economy in the short-run and controlling the deficit in 
the medium-term, President Obama’s economy philosophy represents a just and honest 
approach. Unlike Governor Romney, whose tax plan actually raises taxes on the lowest in-
come quintile, President Obama maintains or reduces taxes on 95% of Americans. While 
Congressman Paul Ryan’s budget cuts Food Stamps, Pell Grants and Medicaid, President 
Obama invests in infrastructure, education, and research. Most fundamentally, President 
Obama’s economic approach ensures that every American, regardless of income, has an 
equal opportunity at the American Dream.

Steven Moen
For The Thresher

Do you remember the Great Depression? I’m sure you studied it a lot in your history and 
economics classes. But I’m sure you are thinking of the Great Depression of 1929, not the 
Great Depression of 1920. You might be asking yourself: What’s the Great Depression of 
1920? The reason why you haven’t heard of it is because the Great Depression of 1920 never 
happened. That’s right, while there was a massive spike in unemployment in 1920 (up to 
12 percent), the U.S. economy recovered very quickly and unemployment dropped back to 
6.7 percent by 1921 and to 2.4 percent in 1923. How did this happen? Well, according to the 
Obama administration, “all economists agree” that the stimulus caused unemployment to 
be lower than it otherwise would be. Well, I call B.S. on that claim. Now, while it is true that 
some economists agree that stimulus spending helps, there are also doctors who will pitch 
burn-fat-while-you-sleep pills and the benefits of smoking.

Let’s look a little more at 1920. Was there a stimulus bill passed in 1920? Nope, President 
Warren Harding cut spending — he cut the budget in half between 1920 and 1922. Did the 
Federal Reserve do a long spurt of “quantitative easing,” i.e. printing lots of money? No, the 
Federal Reserve did not even do any open market operations yet, so it couldn’t have been 
the Fed that got us out of the depression. Was there a war that helped boost demand? No 
again. The three usual answers that people give for why recessions end all fall flat.

Look at today – we’ve tried a $787 billion dollar stimulus, lots of money printing (quan-
titative easing), and protracted wars in Afghanistan and Iraq — and our unemployment is 
down 1.9 percent from a peak of 10 percent in November of 2009. Getting the government 
out of the way of a recovery — by reducing spending and not printing vast amounts of 
money — works much better than the government trying to stimulate the economy by do-
ing the opposite.

The candidate who will be less involved in the economy is certainly Mitt Romney, and he 
is the better candidate for that reason. Mitt Romney has pledged to do much of what Warren 
Harding did: cut taxes, lower spending, and stop rapidly printing money. Romney wants 
to lower taxes across the board for both corporate and personal income, reduce spending 
to around 18-20% of GDP, and replace Ben Bernanke with someone who will enact a tight 
money policy. Supporting Barack Obama, a man who is unwilling to give the U.S. economy 
the best medicine known for a recession – benevolent neglect – is much worse for the coun-
try. Americans will stay needlessly poor and underemployed under Barack Obama. Not be-
ing able to purchase pot legally or being able to marry someone you love, while certainly 
important, does not matter if you can’t afford to stay in your house or send a child to college. 
So, for these reasons, Mitt Romney is the better candidate.

So there’s my endorsement. It’s bittersweet – I disagree passionately with Mitt Romney 
on many important issues. I’d prefer Ron Paul to Mitt Romney, just as liberals might pre-
fer Dennis Kucinich to Barack Obama. But elections are about a choice between imperfect 
alternatives, and so Mitt Romney is the best choice for people who want the economy to 
improve, and therefore allow Americans to have the best possible quality of life.

To vote in the presidential election in November, you have to register by Oct. 9. First, decide if you want to vote here or in your home precinct. Some people register for their home 
county if they feel their vote will make a bigger difference there. Others prefer the convenience of being able to vote on campus, so they register for here. If you want to vote at Rice, grab 
a registration form from the Office of Public Affairs in Lovett Hall, entrance B. Fill it out, using your Rice address, and mail it in your college coordinator’s office — no postage necessary. 
For outside Harris County, you can register online at gottaregister.com. If you are registered for your hometown, go to longdistancevoter.org to request an absentee ballot before the end 
of October. The site can also help you verify your registration; just because you did not get a certificate in the mail does not necessarily mean you are not registered. The county clerk’s 
offices are backed up, so even if they have processed your form, they may not have been able to send you confirmation yet. Finally, once you have registered, grab a friend — or all your 
friends — and help them to do the same.

If you are interested in writing an op-ed for the Thresher on an election issue, please contact Julian Yao at julian.yao@rice.edu. 

Information about how you can v ote
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by Joey Capparella
Thresher Staff

Students may want to get their blueprints 
ready and creative juices flowing because they 
could have a say in what a new student center  
will look like.

A campus-wide competition in conjunction 
with the Centennial Celebration and sponsored 
by the Student Association will allow students to 
submit designs for a new student center, accord-
ing to SA External Vice President Yoonjin Min. 
Min, a Jones College junior, said the goal of this 
competition is to introduce student voices into 
conversations about a new student center.

“The student center had been a big priority 
ever since we had discussions on the [Asset Liq-
uidation Funds Appropriation] committee,” Min  
said. “We came up with this competition at a lead-
ership summit this fall and thought that it would 
be a great way to get students involved in chang-
ing something that matters to students.”

SA Senator Min Ji Kim is a member of the SA’s 
Student Center Campaign Task Force. Kim, a 
Lovett College sophomore, said the student de-
sign competition is part of a larger Student Center 
campaign put together by the SA.

“The campaign’s goal is to capture the atten-
tion of the administration and donors to let them 
know that a new student center is a priority for 
students,” Kim said. “Compared to many other 
universities’ student centers, the [Rice Memorial 
Center]  is a lot smaller and less useful.”

According to Kim, the campaign’s next steps 
will include talking to various campus organi-
zations and student groups that use the current 
student center.

“We’re trying to assemble suggestions from 
organizations that use the RMC, like Willy’s 
Pub, Coffeehouse and the Office of Internation-
al Programs to see what they use the current 
RMC for,” Kim said. “After that, we’re looking 
to assemble a collage of photos and sugges-
tions to show how a larger, more resourceful 
student center would benefit all of these differ-
ent organizations.”

Kim said this same type of SA campaign was 
what brought about the new Barbara and David 
Gibbs Recreation and Wellness Center a few 
years ago.

Vice President for Administration Kevin Kirby 
said students have greatly influenced other build-
ing projects in the past as well.

“Student input has been instrumental in past 
projects, like the building of Duncan [College] 
and McMurtry [College],” Kirby said. “The origi-
nal plan was to add two new colleges on the south 
side of campus, but students expressed a desire 
to balance out the student population between 
south and north colleges.”

The competition opened on Sept. 24, and 
entries are due by Oct. 5. According to the com-
petition’s website, any medium will be accepted 
for this competition, including digital designs, 
sketches, sculptures and even designs in the 
“Sims” video game. Prizes will be awarded to the 
winners, with $500 for first place, $300 for sec-
ond place and $200 for third place. Min said this 
money would come out of the SA budget. 

Brown College senior Cheryl Hu, an ar-
chitecture student, said she was not aware 
of the competition.

“I’m surprised that I haven’t heard about it at 
[Anderson Hall],” Hu said. “I feel like lots of ar-
chitecture students would be interested. It sounds 
like a fun way to procrastinate on studio work.”

Min said the competition would be open to all 
students regardless of major.

“This is not just for architecture students,” 
Min said. “Since the competition is on such a 
quick timeline, we’re not looking for full designs 
that are architecturally sound. This is more for 
conceptual ideas and drawings, so anyone who is 
artistically inclined is encouraged to participate.”

Min said the committee was still working out 
whether the winners would be decided through a 
student vote or by a panel of judges.

“We’re hoping that this competition will be a 
way for the whole campus to come together and 
collaborate to change something,” Min said. “Ide-
ally, the winning ideas will be presented to the 
Facilities, Engineering and Planning Department 
to see if they can take these designs and go some-
where with them in the future.”

Kirby said student input would be most 
important in the future for what he called 
the pre-design stage of the project for a new 
student center.

“The pre-design stage is when everything is 
taken into account in terms of what is needed 
for the space, and student engagement would be 
especially important for a project like the student 
center,” Kirby said.

Kirby said the administration has already 
been collecting student data about the student 
center and that entries for the design competi-
tion could definitely be influential in the pre-
design process.

For now, Kirby said next steps in the pro-
cess are dependent on finding potential donors 
for the project, which he says could cost up to 
$40 million.

“The Rec Center and the Brochstein Pavilion 
are examples of projects that had a transforma-
tive effect on the Rice campus, and the student 
center will be the same,” Kirby said. “Students 
made a strong statement through the ALFA com-
mittee that a new student center was something 
that mattered to them, and it’s among President 
[David] Leebron’s highest priorities.”

NEWS IN BRIEF

Ronson is Esperanza DJ 

Disc Jockey Samantha Ronson will per-
form at the Centennial Esperanza taking 
place in the Founder’s Court tent, Rice Pro-
gram Council announced on Wednesday. 

RPC social Libby Ulman said a priority 
for Esperanza was getting a great DJ that 
combined star quality and skill level. 

“We believe [Ronson] brings both of 
these attributes to the table and are excited 
for the great atmosphere she will create the 
night of the event,” Ulman, a Sid Richard-
son College senior, said.

RPC External Vice President Shaurya 
Agarwal said no expense was spared when 
selecting a DJ. 

“The venue is the tent this year, so not 
as large of a portion of the budget went 
toward the venue, and more of the budget 
could go toward the DJ,” Agarwal, a Brown 
College junior, said.

RPC social Sachin Allahabadi said RPC 

does not wish to disclose its exact budget 
at this time but was lucky to have the sup-
port of the Centennial office. 

Allahabadi, a Sid Rich senior, said he 
believes Ronson will draw more students to 
Esperanza. 

“Overall, [Ronson] is an integral part of 
the night, but just one piece of many that 
will make this party truly unique,” Allahaba-
di said. “In the Centennial tent with a large 
glass facade facing Lovett Hall at night, we 
will have a mixologist making three signa-
ture nonalcoholic drinks, lounge furniture, 
huge TV screens, awesome lighting, food 
trucks, an ice sculpture being carved dur-
ing the event and many other attractions.”

Agarwal said this Esperanza will be an 
events students will not want to miss.

“It’s going to be like no other formal 
you’ve ever been to,” Agarwal said. “This 
is the Centennial Esperanza. It’s once in a 
hundred years.” 

-Brooke Bullock 

SA initiates campaign to 
redesign Student Center

by Tina Nazerian
For The Thresher

Five Student Judicial Programs referrals for 
underage drinking were issued by Rice University 
Police Department at Will Rice College on Sept. 
21, according to Will Rice College Associate Jus-
tice Erica Skerrett. 

Among the five students receiving referrals 
was a Student Association senator, according 
to an anonymous source from Will Rice’s gov-
ernment and subsequently confirmed by the 
Thresher.

Will Rice Associate Justice Leila Bell said 
RUPD found six students in the common room 
between suites drinking. Five of the students 
were under 21. 

One of the five students who was referred 
to SJP said there was some alcohol left after the 
Chemical and Biomedical Engineering crawl, 
and he and five others, one of whom was 21, were 
sitting in the lounge and drinking the leftovers. 
About 20 minutes later, RUPD showed up, the 
student, who spoke with the Thresher on the con-
dition of anonymity, said. 

The student said RUPD then asked them for 
their Rice IDs and state licenses. 

“We all complied,” the student said. “They 
questioned us about what happened. They told 
us they got a call about underage drinking. It 
seems strange that someone would call for [an] 
underage drinking violation.”

The SJP website states the University Court is 
responsible for administering justice and giving 
student perspectives on violations of the Rice 
University Code of Student Conduct. If students 
participate in irresponsible behavior, their choic-
es will be reviewed by both SJP and UCourt under 

the rules of the Student Handbook, the Rice Alco-
hol Policy, the Code of Student Conduct and the 
General Announcements, the website states. 

The Rice Alcohol Policy is in accordance with 
Texas state law, according to the SJP website. Stu-
dents are not permitted to drink if they are under 
21, and students must register alcohol with SJP if 
it is to be served at a public event or party, accord-
ing to the UCourt website. 

If referred to SJP and UCourt by RUPD, a stu-
dent will get a citation and be informed of his or 
her sanctions, according to Will Rice UCourt Rep-
resentative Jorge Aceves.

“The student has two options: to accept the 
violation or [bring] the case to UCourt,” Acev-
es, a senior, said. “If this happens, there will 
be a preliminary meeting with the student’s 
view presented. After UCourt deliberates, [it] 
will send another letter on the violation. If the 
student still chooses to proceed with the trial, 
it will become a full court case with more thor-
ough investigations.”

According to the SJP website, if a student 
chooses to accept the violation and the appli-
cable consequences, the judicial process does 
not continue. In this case, the student is often 
required to pay a fine and participate in follow-
up meetings with SJP, the Rice Counseling Center 
and/or the Wellness Center, states the website. 
If a student chooses not to accept responsibility 
for the violation, the student can make the deci-
sion as to whether he wants his case reviewed by 
a UCourt or SJP staff member, the website states. 

According to the SA constitution, an elected 
SA official on academic or disciplinary probation 
is not eligible to hold office, unless two-thirds of 
the Student Senate votes to allow the student on 
disciplinary probation to maintain his office. Dis-

ciplinary probation, where the student receives a 
written notice from Assistant Dean of Undergrad-
uates Don Ostdiek, constitutes one of the possible 
sanctions for Class I violations, which include 
Alcohol Violations. Disciplinary warning consti-
tutes a less serious sanction, in which the student 
receives a written notice of their violation. In the 
case that a judicial body handles a Code of Stu-
dent Conduct violation, sanctions against the 
student will be recommended to Ostdiek, who 
imposes the sanctions.

The referrals of the five Will Rice students 
will go on their university records and not their 
criminal records, Skerrett, a sophomore, said. Ac-
cording to the SJP website, records of violations 
will be kept on a student’s internal record for at 
least 10 years. Graduate, law and medical schools 
often want non-specific information about a stu-
dent’s disciplinary record as an undergraduate, 
the website states. Schools will see that a student 
had a disciplinary violation and finished all nec-
essary requirements. A student may choose not 
to release his/her disciplinary records at the risk 
of schools considering their applications incom-
plete, the website states.

“It won’t negatively affect them after they 
graduate,” Skerrett said.

Another of the five students referred to SJP, 
who also spoke with the Thresher on the condi-
tion of anonymity, said he must pay SJP a $100 
fine. According to the SJP website, $100 is the 
base fine for any general alcohol-related incident. 

The student said his consequences extend be-
yond a fine. 

“I also have to take a CHOICES class at the 
Wellness Center, which will teach me about the 
Alcohol Policy at Rice,” the student said. “I am 
also on disciplinary warning, which means that 

if anything bad happens in the future, I could be 
suspended.”

According to the SJP website, CHOICES is an 
alcohol risk reduction education program that 
aims to provide accurate information about alco-
hol to students.

The student said that involving RUPD in the 
incident was an unnecessary step.

“I think there is a sharp disconnect and mis-
trust between members of the college,” the stu-
dent said. “People could have come to us and 
talked to us directly; we could have moved.”

Will Rice Chief Justice Vivas Kumar said he 
believes he could have handled the situation on 
his own. 

“I went to the [RUPD] officers and told them 
that they were the best kids from Will Rice Col-
lege,” Kumar, a junior, said. “If somebody is [call-
ing] in for underage drinking, they can call me. I 
can diffuse the situation.”

Skerett agreed that the first point of contact 
for students in these cases should be the justices.

“We feel that as a justice system, we are a 
mediator between college students and RUPD,” 
Skerrett said. 

Will Rice College freshman Carlos Hernandez 
said he believes the incident could have been 
avoided if things had been kept within Will Rice.

“I think [the incident] was ridiculous,” Her-
nandez said. “We live in a diverse community 
where people are thrown in a variety of situations 
and choose different things for themselves. We 
should not be the vigilante, but we should help 
them when they need it.” 

Bell said she believes the incident is an 
isolated situation.

“I don’t think this will happen again,” 
Bell said.

Five students referred to SJP for underage drinking

“I believe small colleges like Hanszen 
[College] are going to receive a sizable addi-
tion,” Eletto said. “The intention of this ex-
pansion is to increase the amount of people 
able to live on campus, not the amount of 
people enrolled at Rice as a whole. I do think 
there will be a slight increase in enrollment at 
smaller colleges, but the larger ones should 
stay about the same.”

Eletto said that, according to H&D, six 
new doubles and eight new singles would 
be split evenly between the north and south 
wings of Jones.

“These rooms would be placed in the ex-
isting library spaces in North and South and 
would include one floor restroom facility and 
no common area,” Eletto said. “The agree-
ment includes a stipulation that any space 
taken by H&D will be replaced somehow 
within the college.”

Will Rice College President Brynnan Web-
ster and Hanszen College Facilities Director 
Priyanka Duvvuru said their colleges have 
had some preliminary discussions about 
adding beds, but no decisions have been 
made. Lovett College and Duncan College 
have not been contacted by H&D according 
to their development committee representa-
tives, Vikram Parolkar and Hannah Willey, 
both juniors.

Brown College junior and Permanent Im-
provements Committee Head Salvatore Testa 
said H&D has talked to them about adding 

additional beds to Brown since the end of 
August.

 “[H&D] asked us to form a committee 
and [has] been in constant discussion with 
us,” Testa said. “Ultimately though, it will be 
President [Leebron] who decides.”

According to Testa, H&D is looking for poten-
tial spaces that could be converted into space for 
nine beds at a relatively low cost without acting 
against Brown students’ interests.

“One popular idea is making two quads 
on each floor by removing the kitchens and 
underused study cubbies,” Testa said. “H&D 
would give us a new kitchen on the first floor 
in return.”

Testa said Brown residents received the di-
alogue well and were particularly impressed 
by the extensive diagramming and architec-
ture work H&D had done for suggestions.

“The general attitude from Brown resi-
dents is that we’re glad H&D came to us and 
extensively worked with us to form an idea,” 
Testa said. “We’re glad they just didn’t come 
and tell us so-and-so was happening.”

Testa joined Eletto and the administra-
tion in stating that everything was tentative.

“It’s still just an idea at this point,” Testa 
said. “I don’t know that they particularly 
have a desire to do it. I think this is more 
of a polished possible scenario that they 
want input on in the case that Leebron says 
he wants more rooms. There is a definite 
chance of this not happening.”

0H&D
 from page 1
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by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

Amy Myers Jaffe, director of the Baker 
Institute Energy Forum and the Wallace S. 
Wilson fellow in energy studies, will leave 
her position at Rice University on Oct. 5 to be 
executive director of energy and sustainabil-
ity at the University of California at Davis, ac-
cording to Jaffe. Jaffe said she will also have a 
joint appointment to the Graduate School of 
Business and the Institute of Transportation 
Studies at UC Davis.

According to Baker Institute Founding Di-
rector Edward Djerejian, Jaffe will be replaced 
by Deputy Director of the Energy Forum Ken-
neth Medlock III, who is also the James A. 
Baker III and Susan G. Baker fellow in energy 
and resource economics.

Jaffe said UC Davis’ focus on energy-efficient 
technologies, renewable energy and transporta-
tion policy is what draws her to the university. 

“UC Davis is well-known for its influential role 
in advising the state of California on transporta-
tion and climate policy, and the campus’ emphasis 
on sustainability matches closely with the courses 
that I have enjoyed teaching at Rice – POST 401: 
Energy Policy and POST 411: Integrated Solutions 
to Sustainable Development,” Jaffe said.

According to Jaffe, another major attraction 
of UC Davis for her is being able to work on a 
campus with the largest planned net-zero-ener-
gy community in the country, West Village.

“It is a mixed-use community that will use 
a mix of energy-efficiency technologies and 
renewable energy, including a biodigester, to 
make energy from campus waste,” Jaffe said. 
“My office will literally be on the main square of 

the West Village, and that is going to be a very 
exciting atmosphere to work in.”

Djerejian said Jaffe helped to establish the 
energy program and the Energy Forum at the 
Baker Institute. Jaffe has been working at the 
Baker Institute since 1996, three years after 
its founding.

“[Jaffe] did an outstanding job and really 
built the energy program from those early years,” 
Djerejian said. “This is a new opportunity for her 
because she’s been very interested in the whole 
area of transportation fuels and energy-efficient 
alternative energy solutions to transportation is-
sues, such as battery-driven cars. They’ve estab-
lished a program there that fits into her substan-
tive interest. It’s a good fit for her.”

According to the Baker Institute Energy 
Forum website, the Energy Forum is a policy 
program that promotes discussion and re-

search on energy-related challenges.
“The mission of the Energy Forum is to pro-

mote the development of informed and realistic 
public policy choices in the energy area by edu-
cating policymakers and the public about impor-
tant trends that shape the nature of global energy 
markets and influence the quantity and security 
of vital supplies needed to fuel world economic 
growth and prosperity,” the website states.

Jaffe said she treasures her time at Rice.
“Rice has an incredibly creative, highly mo-

tivated student body, and I have loved to have 
the opportunity to work on energy research and 
sustainability projects with Rice undergradu-
ates,” Jaffe said. “My most enjoyable time at 
Rice has been spent traveling with Rice stu-
dents as part of the summer program that goes 
with the course Integrated Solutions to Sustain-
able Development.”

Amy Myers Jaffe leaves Rice for UC Davis job

Rice announces Energy 
and Environment Initiative

by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

Rice University is launching a long-term 
interdisciplinary research plan called the En-
ergy and Environment Initiative (E2I) that will 
bridge faculty researchers across schools at 
Rice with Houston’s energy industry to work 
toward models of sustainable uses of energy, 
according to Provost George McLendon.

According to McLendon, more than 100 
faculty members from the humanities, social 
sciences, natural sciences and engineering 
schools, as well as faculty from the Jones 
Graduate School of Business and the Baker 
Institute for Public Policy, were involved in 
launching the faculty initiative.

“We are blessed to be in Houston, the en-
ergy capital of the world,” McLendon said. 
“This sets up natural partnerships with in-
dustry to address one of the greatest chal-
lenges of the 21st century: the sustainable 
uses of energy.”

Associate professor of anthropology Dom-
inic Boyer, a member of the committee lead-
ing E2I, said the initiative is unique because 
it integrates humanities and social sciences 
research.

“The genius of E2I is that it is the first 
such initiative to really take the expertise 
of the humanities and social sciences seri-
ously,” Boyer said. “Many scientists and 
engineers would agree that we already have 
much of the technology we need to create 
a more sustainable energy situation across 
the world. The problems tend to come at the 
implementation end.”

Boyer said to implement alternative en-
ergy solutions more successfully, more re-
search on the political, cultural and social 
facets of energy use is necessary.

“We need to understand the meanings, 
ideas, values and ethics associated with par-
ticular forms of energy and what the social 
and political obstacles are to change,” Boyer 
said. “That research can help to inform better 

policy, and it can also help in the implemen-
tation of technologies that we already have 
and in the design of new technologies in the 
future.”

The initiative will strive to address a num-
ber of challenges to meeting the rising global 
demand for energy, according to chair of the 
committee leading E2I Pedro Alvarez. 

These challenges include how to enhance 
hydrocarbon discovery and recovery with 
lower economic and environmental costs, 
how to develop shale gas and unconvention-
al hydrocarbon reserves eco-responsibly, and 
how to manage the interdependency between 
energy security and water security, which 
encompasses water management and tech-
nological innovation for water treatment and 
reuse, Alvarez, the George R. Brown Professor 
and chair of the Department of Civil and Envi-
ronmental Engineering, said.

According to McLendon, funding for the 
initiative is coming from energy companies 
in Houston, which will be collaborating with 
Rice faculty in the initiative, as well as from 
donors.

Alvarez said E2I stemmed from faculty 
members. 

“The impetus came from the faculty who 
collectively recognized that ensuring reliable 
and affordable access to energy without sig-
nificant damage to the environment is one of 
the greatest global challenges – and oppor-
tunities – of the 21st century,” Alvarez said. 

The end result of the initiative would be 
interdisciplinary collaborative projects with 
industrial support to address challenges re-
garding sustainable uses of energy, according 
to Alvarez.

“We envision Rice as a leader in studying 
how society will transition to an efficient, eq-
uitable and secure global energy landscape 
that is scientifically, environmentally and 
culturally informed,” Alvarez said. “Eventu-
ally I envision Rice as a place to go for tech-
nological  innovation and strategic strategic 
advice about a wide variety of energy issues.”

The following were noted at the most recent meeting of the Student Association on 
Sept. 24.

■■■ Baker College Senator Jarrod Boyd presented a follow-up on Baker 13 conversations. He 
said that, effective for the next Baker 13 run, scheduled for Oct. 13, runners will be required 
to clean up afterward. Students will also not be allowed to enter buildings during Baker 
13 runs, Boyd said. There will also be an attempt to reduce the number of runs to just the 
13th of each month, except for historically large runs, such as the Halloween run, he said. 
He said these changes are experimental and may be adjusted according to results and 
feedback.

■■■ Barbara and David Gibbs Recreation and Wellness Center Director Emily Page and cam-
pus-wide Rice Health Advisor program coordinator Chris Keller announced the various 
events occurring during the first-ever Wellbeing Week and said that they hope to make 
Wellbeing Week an annual event in the fall. 

■■■ Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson announced that the Center for Teaching Excel-
lence is now up and running. The center will work with faculty, undergraduates, graduates 
and community members who work in outreach programs for kindergarten to 12th grade, 
Hutchinson said. Sixteen faculty fellows, including faculty director and computational and 
applied mathematics professor Steve Cox, make up the body of the center.

■■■ McMurtry College Senator Trent Navran announced a new entrepreneurship group on 
campus called OWLSpark. Navran said the group will pair up with a startup incubator in 
Rice Village. He asked SA senators and new student representatives to help gauge stu-
dent interest in entrepreneurship by sending out a survey. 

The SA will next meet on Monday, Oct. 1, in the Farnsworth Pavilion at 9 p.m.

RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Sept. 20-26.

Residential Colleges
Baker College

 
Academic Buildings
Humanities Building

Sewall Hall

Other Locations
Shakespeare Apts.

Sept. 20

Sept. 24

Sept. 25

Sept. 26

Baker undergraduate reported 
missing by parents. Found next day 
in his  dorm room.

Repeated vandalism to classroom 
during overnight hours.
Artwork stolen.

Graduate student with suicidal 
thoughts, admitted to neuropsychi-
atric hospital.
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A little “birdie” told me...
Cart yourself over to Hamman Hall 
for the Rice Players’ fall production 
of Ken Ludwig’s “The Fox on the 
Fairway.” This clubhouse comedy 
centers on the interactions of six 
characters during a particularly 
chaotic golf tournament between 
two competing country clubs. Come 
find out what happens when div-
ots fly and tensions tee-off. Perfor-
mances will be held this evening 
and tomorrow evening from 8-10:30 
p.m. and Sunday from 3-5:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 for students, $8 for 
faculty, staff and senior citizens, 
and $10 for general admission. To 
purchase tickets call 713-348-PLAY.

SUDOkU

This sudoku was created by sudokupuzzler.com.
It is rated spicy difficulty.

The solution will be posted on Twitter at twitter.com/threshercal.

Ride the (New) Wave 
The Museum of Fine Arts’ Berto-
lucci retrospective continues this 
evening with the screening of his 
2003 film “The Dreamers.” Set in 
1968 Paris (during the student riots 
and the heyday of nouvelle vague 
cinema), the plot follows the re-
lationship between an American 
exchange student and a French 
brother and sister who bond over 
a shared love of films. As they at-
tempt to pattern their lives after 
beloved movies, a tumultuous love-
triangle (so controversial in the 
United States that the film earned 
an NC-17 rating) ensues. The film 
will be screened from 7-8:55 p.m. in 
the MFAH’s Law Building. Tickets 
are only available to those 17 and 
up and are $7 for non-members and 
$6 for members.  Visit mfah.org to 
purchase tickets.

Splendid China
If the Mid-Autumn Festival has 
piqued your interest in Chinese cul-
ture or has you missing home, you 
won’t want to miss Miller Outdoor 
Theatre’s upcoming production of 
“Splendid China VII.” For the next 
two nights only, the Miller Theatre 
stage will host award-winning art-
ists from China’s top dance com-
panies in a show that combines a 
rich cultural past of dance with the 
innovation of modern choreogra-
phy. The show begins tonight and 
tomorrow night at 8 p.m. Seating is 
open, and tickets are free, but you 
must reserve a ticket in advance. 
For information on reserving tickets 
call 281-373-3386. 

Sonic supplement
Recharge your serotonin stores 
with a healthy dose of Shepherd-
sponsored sonic supplementa-
tion. This evening music director 
Larry Rachliffe leads the “Shep-
herd School Sinfonietta” in a per-
formance featuring selections from 
Schubert and Dvoárk. The sinfo-
nietta performs from 8-9:30 p.m. in 
the Student Concert Hall. Admis-
sion is free and open to the public.

Tale as old as time
“Now we invite you to relax. Let 
us pull up a chair while the dining 
room (and The Hobby Center with  
Gexa Energy Broadway) proudly 
present…” Disney’s “Beauty and 
the Beast.” This favorite Broadway 
musical enters its final weekend at 
Hobby Center’s Sarofim Hall. Per-

formances run until Sept. 30, so be 
sure to head out to see this “tale as 
old as time” before it goes back into 
the vault! This evening’s perfor-
mance begins at 7:30 p.m. and lasts 
until 10 p.m. The Hobby Center is 
located at 800 Bagby St., Suite 300. 
Tickets start at $45. Call 713-315-
2525 for ticket information.

Petit prince
Tonight is another evening of Ber-
tolucci at the Museum of Fine Arts. 
This time the MFAH presents one of 
the director’s most famous films, 
“The Last Emperor.” Bertolucci in-
vestigates the turbulent life of Chi-
na’s last emperor, Pu Yi, from his 
birth into the ruling class in 1906 to 
his 1967 death as a peasant worker 
of relative obscurity. This visually 
astounding film is narrated in a 
sequence of historical flashbacks 
and flash-forwards to the present. 
The screening will be held in the 
MFAH’s Law Building from 6-8:45 
p.m. Tickets are $7 for non-mem-
bers and $6 for members. To pur-
chase tickets, visit mfah.org. 

Absorb some (yeast) culture
Oktoberfest 2012 is halfway over. If 
you have yet to don your lederho-
sen and partake in German good-
ies, head out to Bar Munich this 
evening. From 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. the 
bar is hosting a evening of “trinken, 
singen und tanzen” (drinking, sing-
ing and dancing). So, if you’re of 
age, sip on a stein and listen to the 
peppy polka tunes of Das Ist Lustig. 
Bar Munich is located at 2616 Loui-
siana Street. For more information 
visit barmunich.com. 

Statley stepping
One of the world’s leading experts 
on Bharata Natyam (a form of 
classical Indian dance known for 
its sculpturesque poses), Mythili 
Prakash, will be performing at the 
Asia Society Texas Center this eve-
ning; Prakash was hailed a child 
prodigy and has toured worldwide,  
so don’t miss this rare chance to 
see this master in action. The per-
formance begins at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Asia Society Center, located at 1370 
Southmore Blvd. Tickets are $20 for 
students with ID and $25 for mem-
bers. Call 713-469-9901 for further 
information. 

Flood forum 
Did the apocalyptic Rice Cam-
pus deluge of winter ’12 leave you 
drenched and wondering what sort 
of watery wonders Houston would 
experience if the Buffalo Bayou ac-
tually did flood? Tonight the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts hosts “The For-
gotten Buffalo Bayou: A Civic and 
Civil Discussion about a Touchy 
Subject.” This panel focuses on re-
cent civic attention toward the bay-
ou and speculates on what could 
happen if the Addicks and Barker 
reservoirs failed. The panel will in-
clude a 30-minute presentation of 
factors that would create the perfect 
storm on Buffalo Bayou. The panel 
is located in the MFAH Law Build-
ing from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
free but required. Reserve tickets 
and by calling 713-639-7771.

Girls who run the world
This evening, the Center for the 
Study of Women, in conjunction 
with the Rice Women’s Resource 
Center, present author Angella 
Nazarian, speaking about her book 
“Pioneers of the Possible: Celebrat-
ing Visionary Women of the World.” 
Nazarian’s aim is to showcase fe-
male visionaries as a means of in-
spiring a new generation of lead-
ers and thinkers. The Grand Hall’s 
doors open at 6 p.m., and the lec-
ture is from 6:30-7:30 p.m. A recep-
tion and book signing will follow 
the talk. This event is free and open 
to all students. 

Paranoia picture show
If Oktoberfest has you craving all 
things German or if you’re a fan of 
film, then don’t miss the Depart-
ment of German Studies monthly 
film series “Kino Dienstag: The 
Politics of Surveillance.” October’s 
film is Wim Wenders’ 1997 film, 
“The End of Violence.” This psy-
chological thriller tells the story of 
a hyper-paranoid movie producer 
who finds himself framed for mur-
der. The film runs from 7-9:02 p.m. 
in Sewall Hall 305. The screening is 
free and open to all students. 

Bucket Liszt
Experience Lisztomania this eve-
ning with Shepherd School’s Doc-

toral Recital this evening from 
8-9:30 p.m. Richard Marshall will 
be performing selections of Liszt, 
Busoni and Ravel on the piano in 
Duncan Recital Hall. This event is 
free and open to the public. 

Road trip 
Did you spend most of World His-
tory class daydreaming about cara-
vanning on the Silk Road? Do you 
really like exploring new cultures? 
Today is Houston’s first Silk Road 
Festival, organized by the Tur-
quoise Council of Americans and 
Eurasians. This venue will feature 
food, artisanal goods, and cultural 
shows from the countries that make 
up the Silk Road region. The festi-
val will be held at the Stafford Cen-
tre, 10505 Cash Road from 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Tickets range from $6-$15. 

Meet the mayor!
The Rice Ally Program and Center 
for the Study of Women, Gender 
& Sexuality, in partnership with 
Rice’s Centennial Celebration pres-
ent “100 Years of LGBTQ History 
at Rice.” A presentation on Rice’s 
history of support for its LGBTQ 
community will begin at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Farnsworth Pavillion. Hous-
ton’s own Mayor Annise Parker 
(Jones, CO ’78) will speak from 1-2 
p.m and discuss her own experi-
ences while at Rice. She will partici-
pate in a Q&A session after the talk. 
The event is free and open to all 
students but seating is limited and 
will be first-come, first-serve. For 
further information visit wellbeing.
rice.edu/100YearsofLGBTQHistory.



by Amanda MacDonald
For The Thresher

Houston may be known for its diversity, but ac-
cording to Claire Krebs (Hanszen ’09), it’s missing 
one thing: chickens.

Backyard chickens provide families with fresh 
eggs, a sustainable alternative to supermarket 
eggs, which seldom come from an eco-friendly 
source, according to Krebs. Chicken waste also 
makes for great fertilizer, Krebs said.

Currently, a city ordinance requires a chicken 
coop to be 100 feet from neighboring residences 
and prohibits the use of chicken waste as fertil-
izer. Hens for Houston, an organization started by 
Krebs earlier this year, is petitioning the Houston 
City Council to change this because the require-
ment is impossible in a dense city like Houston, 
Krebs said.

Some Houstonians manage to raise chickens 
illegally, but Krebs said she wants to see a change.

“I think that if you’re doing something illegal, 
and you really believe in it, you should, at the 
same time, be trying to make it legal,” Krebs said.

Rice University statistics faculty fellow 
Loren Raun, a chicken owner and resident of 
Bellaire, Texas, where raising chickens is le-
gal, said she thinks the Houston ordinance is 
restrictive and outdated.

“One of the main complaints people have 
against chickens [in an urban setting] is they make 
a lot of noise,” Raun said. “Roosters make noise, 
but hens don’t. People just don’t get that.”

Many other urban cities allow residents to raise 
chickens, according to Krebs. The distance re-
quirement in Dallas is 20 feet, and other cities, like 
New York City, do not have a distance requirement.

Hens for Houston proposes three main chang-
es to the current ordinance: eliminating the dis-
tance requirement, equalizing violation punish-
ments for chickens with those of other pets, like 
cats and dogs; and allowing chicken waste to be 
composted as fertilizer, according to the Hens for 
Houston website.

Hens for Houston is working with the Hous-
ton Bureau of Animal Regulation and Care to 
make the appropriate changes to the ordinance. 
Chris Newport, a public information officer at 
the City of Houston Administration and Regu-
latory Offices, said they are about two to three 
months away from having specific recommen-
dations to submit to the council.

As a newcomer to the political process, Krebs 
said she started out her campaign simply by talk-
ing to as many people as possible. Krebs does not 
own any chickens, so she said she talked to cur-
rent illegal chicken owners to see if a change in the 
ordinance was something they even wanted.

“Illegal chicken owners might not have want-
ed any attention drawn to them because they 
might have worried that their chickens would be 
taken away,” Krebs said. “But I found that a lot 
of people think it’s a good idea; they just needed 
someone to step up.”

As a recent Rice graduate, Krebs said 
she wanted to involve Rice students, so 
she approached Rice’s Environmental 
Club. EnviClub President Skye Kelty said 
she and the other members were eager 
to help.

“[EnviClub] went to visit one 
of these illegal coops in the Third 
Ward, expertly disguised under 
abandoned plastic political 
signs and broken-down wood,” 
Kelty, a McMurtry College junior, 
said. “The owner opened the 
door, and inside was a top-of-
the-line chicken castle with 20 
beautiful laying hens. I was hooked.” 

EnviClub volunteers helped with 
research and raising awareness, and 
this semester, they will be canvass-
ing and collecting petition signatures 
at the Rice Farmers Market, according to Kelty.

Krebs said she is confident the changes to 
the ordinance will ultimately be pushed through.

“I’m an engineer. I didn’t know anything about 
politics,” said Krebs. “But if you put yourself out 
there and you have a good core idea, people will 
give you really good feedback.”

For more information on Hens for Houston, 
v i s i t hensforhouston.com.
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Local News for the greater Houston area

Ballots go out for elections
With the Nov. 6 election just around the corner, the Harris County 

Clerk’s office has begun mailing out absentee ballots. Eligible voters 
can request a ballot by mail through Oct. 30. To avoid long lines on 
election day, voters can vote early in person at any one of 37 locations 
across Harris County beginning on Oct. 22.

To apply for a ballot by mail, visit harrisvotes.org.

Register to vote
According to Texas state law, a person must register to vote 30 

days before the election that he or she wishes to vote in. To vote in 
Harris County, you must be a United States citizen, a resident of the 
county and at least 18 years of age on election day. To register to vote, 
visit votetexas.org, fill out the online application there, print it out and 
mail it to the Harris County Voter Registrar.

MD Anderson shoots for the moon in curing cancer
by Molly Chiu

Local Editor

Fifty years ago, President John F. Kennedy 
stood at Rice and said, “We choose to go to the 
moon … not because [it is] easy, but because 
[it is] hard.” Now, the University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center is taking his words to 

heart. Last week, MD Anderson President Dr. 
Ronald DePinho announced the Moon Shots Pro-
gram, an initiative to accelerate cancer research 
and to reduce the number of deaths caused by 
eight major types of cancer.

Beginning in February 2013, the Moon Shots 
Program will bring together top researchers and 
clinicians to target eight types of cancer: mela-

noma, myelodysplastic syndrome/acute my-
eloid leukemia, chronic lymphocytic leukemia, 
triple-negative breast cancer, ovarian cancer, 
prostate cancer and lung cancer. Each Moon 
Shot group will research everything from the 
most effective treatment and drugs to preventa-
tive measures and testing, according to an MD 
Anderson news release.

Although the American Cancer Society reports 
that there will be an estimated 11.3 million cancer 
survivors in the United States by 2015, an estimat-
ed 100 million people will die of cancer worldwide 
in the next 10 years, according to the news release. 

Dr. Anil Sood, professor of gynecologic oncol-
ogy and reproductive medicine and member of the 
Moon Shots team that will work on ovarian and 
breast cancer, said Moon Shots aims for a compre-
hensive fight against cancer.

“[The program] will not just try to design a new 
treatment, but rather ... work to improve the early 
detection of cancer, targeting cancer in high-risk 
groups and looking at survivors to reduce the tox-
icity of therapy,” Sood said. “The goal is focused 
on improving the outcome for patients with can-
cer, whatever it takes to get there.”

The long-term goal of the program is to find 
cures for these cancers within the next 10 years, but 
Sood said the attainability of that goal is uncertain.

“I don’t know [if we can do it in 10 years], 
but we’re certainly going to try to make improve-
ments,” Sood said.

In the ovarian and breast cancer program, 
those improvements could come in the form of 
universal genetic testing for cancer, Sood said.

“We know that there are groups of women 
who have certain genetic changes that pre-
dispose them to these types of cancers,” Sood 
said. “All patients diagnosed with these cancers 
would undergo testing with the goal of not only 
treating these individuals, but also looking at 
who may be at risk for developing these cancers 
in their families, and then looking at preventa-
tive measures for these people.”

Sood said his team will also work on fitting 
treatment to specific patients.

“Right now, the way that treatments are done 
is pretty uniform,” Sood said. “For ovarian can-
cer, they receive surgery and go on to go through 
chemotherapy. We’re looking at more tailored 
approaches to this treatment.”

The program is estimated to cost $3 billion. 
This money will come from philanthropic dona-
tions, research grants, commercial profit from 
discoveries of the program and MD Anderson’s 
revenue. The cost of the program will not affect 
funding for regular research projects at MD An-
derson, according to the news release.

Sood said the Moon Shots Program is dif-
ferent from MD Anderson’s usual cancer re-
search because the program’s goals are more 
widespread.

“Most individual labs focus on their individ-
ual goals,” Sood said. “That’s worked for a long 
time. But a Moon Shot effort is different. It’s not 
that you’re aiming for [the success of] one lab or 
one investigator. The goal is to make massive im-
provements.”

Brown College junior and pre-med student 
Kylie Cullinan said she has some doubts about 
the program.

“It doesn’t seem that revolutionary because 
everyone’s trying to cure cancer,” Cullinan said. 
“I also don’t know how realistic it is.”

Sood said he recognizes that Moon Shots is 
an ambitious effort but sees it as a great oppor-
tunity. Moon Shots gets its name from Kennedy’s 
famous speech calling for a space program to put 
a man on the moon. Sood said this program will 
operate under a similar sense of determination.

“The program is designed to be goal-orient-
ed,” Sood said. “When Kennedy gave that speech, 
he didn’t say, ‘Let’s study how to get to the moon.’ 
He said, ‘We’re going to the moon.’ Whatever it 
took to get there, we would have to do.”

Cullinan said despite her doubts, she sup-
ports the program and its goal to cure cancer.

“I think it’s good that they are centralizing 
research under one program,” Cullinan said. “I 
think it could also be a great opportunity if some 
Rice students could get involved in the research.”

Rice alumna fights to change laws against chickens

Lung Cancer
New Cases: 226,160
Deaths: 160,340

Prostate Cancer
New Cases: 241,740
Deaths: 28,170

Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia
New Cases: 13,780
Deaths: 10,200

Ovarian Cancer
New Cases: 15,596
Deaths: 12,750

Melanoma
New Cases: 81,240
Deaths: 12,190 Chronic Lymphocytic 

Leukemia
New Cases: 16,060
Deaths: 4,580

Triple-Negative 
Breast Cancer
New Cases: 68,718
Deaths: 11,976

INFOGRAPHIC BY ELENA LACEY
SOURCES: AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY, HOUSTON CHRONICLE
*Numbers represent current US annual rates

ILLUSTRATION BY DARLENA TRAN



by Kaylen Strench and Veronica Riggs
For The Thresher

Rice University athletes unquestionably have a 
lot on their plates. In addition to attending classes, 
studying and balancing various other commit-
ments, these students spend upward of 30 to 40 
hours per week preparing for and playing a sport. 
For scholarship students, this kind of commit-
ment, though still demanding, is expected. How-
ever, what about those students who receive no 
compensation for their time and energy spent rep-
resenting Rice at the highest level of competition? 
What motivates these “walk-on” athletes to take 
on the mental and physical stresses of competing 
at the NCAA level? 
 
Chandler Watkins

For many, it appears to come down to a love 
of the sport. Hanszen College freshman Chan-
dler Watkins, a walk-on linebacker on the foot-
ball team, felt the need to at least attempt play-
ing football in college.

“In high school, I realized that I really, really 
loved football, and I knew no matter where I 
went, I wanted to at least try out [playing on the 
team],” Watkins said. “I definitely didn’t think I 
could go for the next four years at Rice without 
at least trying.”  

Watkins began the process of securing a 
spot on Rice’s team as early as his sophomore 
year of high school.

“Sophomore and junior year, [I] started talk-
ing to the coaches, sending them film of [me] 
playing, and going to their different camps,” 
Watkins said. “Midway through senior year, 
I found out that they had given out all their 
scholarships for linebackers, so I knew I wasn’t 
going to be on scholarship for Rice, but I still 
kept talking to the coaches and checking in. It 
was after signing day before I made my deci-
sion. Once I got into Rice, I decided that that’s 
where I wanted to play at. There’s a couple oth-
er schools I could have played at, but they were 
small, Division I-AA or Division III, and they 
were also non-scholarship.”

 Despite the difficulty of gaining a spot on 
the team, Watkins described playing 
for Rice as a highly rewarding expe-
rience.

 “The best part is definitely 
the team unity,” Watkins said. 
“Playing with and against ath-
letes at this level is unbeliev-
able.

For many athletes, the opportunity to play 
for Rice played a smaller role in their decision 
to attend the university. Choosing to walk on to 
a team only accentuates the college experience 
that they felt would have been positive regard-
less of whether they could play on the team.

Lindsay Daniel
 Sid Richardson College junior Linsday 

Daniel, a member of the volleyball team, was in-
tent on attending Rice regardless of her participa-
tion as an athlete.

“I wanted to go to Rice no matter what, so 
[getting to play] was just an added bonus,” Dan-
iel said. “I can’t imagine going to any other school 
than Rice.”

 Daniel, like Watkins, started the process of 
joining the Owls back in high school, although 
she has been playing volleyball since middle 
school.

 “I approached the coaches in the fall of my 
senior year after a huge win, so they were really 
happy already,” Daniel said. “I sent them some 
film of myself, and they came and watched me 
at practice and at some tournaments, and they 
called me January of my senior year to tell me 
they had a walk-on position for me.”

 Daniel describes the team experience as what 
has made playing at the NCAA level worth the 
commitment.  

“The rewarding part about playing is just be-
ing a part of an amazing team and having new 
teammates each year,” Daniel said. “I love seeing 
the team progress.”

Though all very talented, walk-on athletes are 
admitted to Rice independently of their athletic 
ability. Rice has a specific number of scholar-
ships available for each sport, and like at most 
schools, there are not enough scholarships for ev-
ery necessary athlete. Talented students can ap-
proach the coaches of the various teams before or 
even after admission to Rice to try to walk on to a 
team and, depending on their performance, pos-
sibly earn a scholarship in future years. In some 

sports, students can walk on to a team even 
after their freshman year. 

Santano Rosario
Duncan College junior Santano Rosario did 

not join the track team until his sophomore year. 
Even with the addition of a new, demanding 
practice schedule to his challenging workload 
as a double major in economics and kinesiology, 
Rosario described the decision as being very re-
warding and positive.

“It was a pretty smooth transition,” Rosario 
said. “I love my coach, I love the people that I 
work with, which makes it very easy for me. It’s 
something that I’ve really enjoyed.”

Rosario has not only enjoyed his time as a 
student athlete, but has also discovered that 
being on the team has positively affected his 
academic work.

“I feel like [practicing] helps me stay or-
ganized with structure in my day,” Rosario 
said. “[It’s] definitely a commitment with a 
lot of time and effort [involved] in it, but it’s 
time and effort I’d much rather spend doing 
that than something else.”

Rosario said that being a walk-on among 
recruited athletes has given him further motiva-
tion to work hard and perform well.

“I definitely feel like me being a walk-on 
to the team [has meant] that I’ve had a lot to 
prove, not just to the coaches and the other 
players, but also to myself, that I do deserve 
to be a member of the team,” Rosario said. “I 
think with this added pressure, it’s made me 
perform better, and I think it’s given me a chip 
on my shoulder, and with the continuing pres-
sure throughout the year, it’s been growing, 
and the chip has really motivated me to give 
everything I can.”

Rice stands apart from many comparable 
schools in having such strong academics in ad-
dition to its respectable athletic program. For 
instance, of the current top 25 NCAA Division 
I football teams, as ranked by the Associated 
Press, only three schools — Stanford University, 

the University of Notre Dame and the Univer-
sity of Southern California — make the top 
40 on U.S. News & World Report’s “National 
University Rankings.” This means that Rice 

athletes, more than those at other col-
leges, have an additional level of re-

sponsibility, handling particularly 
challenging coursework along-

side academically competitive 
peers.

Adrian Jones
Adrian Jones, a 

Baker College fresh-
man and safety on 
the football team, 
described how 
these additional 
challenges have 
affected his experi-
ence as a walk-on 
football player.

“The most dif-
ficult part has been 

the academic as-
pect,” Jones said.  

“Division I schools 
tend to not be up to 
the academic stan-

dards of Rice — 
now of course, 

s o m e t i m e s 
t h e y 

a r e , 

but for instance, we play some schools that you 
don’t have to be at the top of your class com-
ing out of high school to go to. Obviously aca-
demically, it’s challenging here whether you’re 
an athlete or not, and the time commitment of 
sports is definitely a bit challenging.”

However, Jones noted that Rice’s academic 
standing also means that substantial opportu-
nities and notoriety await graduates who are 
accomplished student athletes.

“It’s rewarding, though, because of that 
same reason: that you get to participate in Di-
vision I athletics and be at a top school at the 
same time, knowing you’re able to handle both, 
and knowing in the future, when you’re done, 
people will look at you and say, ‘Wow, he’s able 
to do all that,’” Jones said. “That’s definitely the 
most rewarding part of [playing on the team], 
down the road, once it’s all said and done with.”

Jones believes the combination of a Rice 
degree and athletic record will ultimately help 
him secure his dream job after graduation.

“One day, I hope to be in sport manage-
ment, like in the executive offices, front offices 
of teams, and oftentimes having experience 
playing the game you want to be in contributes 
to becoming a manager or executive or some-
body in that field,” Jones said.
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Run
Walkdon’t

Top: Sid Rich junior Lindsay Daniel
Middle: Hanszen freshman Chandler Watkins

Bottom: Baker freshman Adrian Jones
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by Ian Chiang
Thresher Staff 

For the fourth straight week, junior Megan 
Murphy was named Conference USA Co-Set-
ter of the Week, a C-USA record for the most 
consecutive Setter of the Week awards won 
by a single player. 

Murphy was also the first Owl since 2006 
to post a triple-double. She recorded 10 digs, 
58 assists, and a career-high 10 kills on Sept. 
23 in a win against the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham. 

“It felt great to accomplish a triple-double 
against UAB, but honestly, I was just thrilled 
that my team pulled out that game to give us 
a 3-0 start to conference,” Murphy said. “It 
wasn’t the best game we have played all year, 
but we held our composure throughout the 
match and managed to overcome adversity to 
get the win.”

The win against UAB marks the fifth 
straight victory the Rice women’s volley-
ball team has recorded. The winning streak 
started on Sept. 14 when the women’s team 
defeated Houston Baptist University 3-1. 

In that game, senior Laurie McNamara 
logged a career-high 21 kills, hitting .431 (a 
player’s hitting average is their kills less er-
rors divided by total attempts). Senior Nancy 
Cole added 14 kills, while Murphy showed 
why she has been named Setter of the Week 
four weeks in a row with 50 assists. Both were 
named All-Rice Invitational II. 

The second victory in the streak came 
against Texas Tech University in the last 
game of the Rice Invitational. The team won 
in just three sets. The second set was tied for 
the longest set in school history as the two 
schools fought until the Owls came out on 
top, 38-36. 

Cross-town rival University of Houston 
was the third team to fall to the Owls. This 
game marked the beginning of C-USA compe-

tition, and the Owls started off well, beating 
the Cougars 3-0. Rice’s defense dominated 
and was able to hold Houston to -0.036 hit-
ting, the Cougars’ lowest mark since August 
0f 2005.  

The winning streak was extended to four 
with a sweep against Memphis University. 
Sophomore Jillian Humphrey led the way 
with 12 kills and a .688 hitting percentage. 
The winning streak hit five games against 
UAB, but the game proved tougher than oth-
ers, taking five sets for Rice to win. Cole led 
the team with 20 kills and a hitting percent-
age of .361. 

“We honestly don’t even think about the 
winning streak,” Murphy said. “We take it 
game by game and focus on what we can do 
to win that particular game. This team is so 
competitive and the standard we have for 
ourselves is so high that we expect to win 
every match that we go into, especially now 
that conference has started. Our goal is to 
improve every match, and if we do that, the 
wins will keep coming.”

 Cole also said that she was happy with 
the team’s development. 

“I am extremely proud of my team at this 
point in our season,” Cole said. “We learned 
a couple of lessons early on and got our bad 
matches out of the way.”

The last time the women’s volleyball team 
started 3-0 in conferene play was in 2009. In 
that year, the Owls went on to win the C-USA 
Tournament and got a berth in the NCAA 
Tournament. This season could see the same 
or even better results.

“As a team, we have focused mainly on our 
side of the net rather than our opponents’,” 
Cole said. “Looking closely at ourselves and 
revisiting our responsibilities on the court 
has helped us tremendously.” 

Murphy added that while the team is en-
joying its fast start, its members know they 
need to stay focused to maintain its success.

“3-0 is definitely an exciting start to con-
ference, but we also know we have a lot of 
work ahead of us,”  Murphy said. “This con-
ference is so competitive, and anyone can 
beat anyone on any given day”

Though Cole and McNamara are the 
team’s only seniors, Murphy noted the depth 
and great overall skill level of the team.

“The great thing about our team is that 
we have so much depth,” Murphy said. “Ev-
eryone on the team is really stepping up, 
and it helps us get better every day in prac-
tice because we can compete so intensely in 
our own gym. Each and every person on this 
team has contributed something to help us 
get better this year.”

Cole also said that new players have been 
helping the team succeed.

“A new face that our opponents haven’t 
seen is Noelle Whitlock,” Cole said. “She 
plays all the way around for us this season 
and contributes in more ways than one.”

The team has 13 games left in conference 
play and is 10-7 overall.   

“We have a lot of games ahead of us, and I 
think the most important thing is that as long 
as we keep improving every day, we are going 
to have success,” Murphy said. “We expect to 
be competing at the end of the season for a 
spot in the NCAA tournament.”

With these lofty goals in mind, the Owls 
remain focused on the road ahead.

“The rest of the season is tackling our 
conference one game at a time,” Cole said. 
“Thus far, we are pleased with our record 
and believe we still have a lot of talent that 
has yet to be seen when put all together. We 
are on the right track to peak at the perfect 
time of our season, and we all are invested.”

The Owls’ next two games are today at 7 
p.m. against Southern Methodist University 
and Tulsa on Sunday at 1 p.m., both at home.

“We want as many fans as we can get 
Please come and support us!” Cole said.
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McMurtry College junior Tyler Jenkins 
leaps for the volleyball. 
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Volleyball maintains recent winning streak
Cole and Murphy continue to help the Owls rack up victories 

by Darshan Patel
For The Thresher

With the year well under way, the Rice 
Owls women’s soccer team has already 
played 11 games. 

Entering conference play, the Owls had a 
3-4-2 record, including games against chal-
lenging opponents such as Oklahoma State 
University and Baylor University, who were 
ranked Nos. 7 and 25 in the nation, respec-
tively, at the time. 

Despite a seemingly below-average re-
cord, the team’s members were optimistic, 
due to the fact that many of the games were 
close matches and hard-fought losses. 

This tough early schedule, in addition 
to Rice’s convincing victory two weeks ago 
against Sam Houston State University, had 
the Owls optimistic heading into the all-im-
portant stretch of conference games. 

With only these crucial conference games 
remaining on the schedule, the outlook for 
the rest of the year is becoming clearer. 

“We are all very excited for our prospects 
this season,” team captain Julia Barrow, a 
senior, said. “We have a really talented and 
committed team, and we are confident that 
we will do very well.”  

It was this team attitude and depth that 
led the Owls to begin their journey toward 
conference glory against the University of 
Tulsa Golden Hurricane and the Southern 
Methodist University Mustangs with two im-
pressive wins. Last Friday, behind freshman 
Holly Hargreaves’ goal, the Owls defeated 
Tulsa 1-0. 

Just two days later, it was the freshmen 
on the team again — Hargreaves and Lauren 
Hughes — who helped the Owls win a thriller 
over SMU 3-2.  Hughes scored the first two 
goals of the game and finished her tremen-
dous effort with a game-winning assist to 

Hargreaves in the 87th minute. 
“It was a big game for the team,” Hughes 

said. “I touched the ball once or twice and 
saw that Holly was open and had a way better 
opportunity than I did, and so I gave it to her, 
and she scored.” 

The Owls started off conference play last 
weekend with a 2-0-0 record and are current-
ly tied for first place in Conference USA. 

The weekend play also netted Hargreaves 
the honor of C-USA Co-Offensive Player of the 
Week. Hargreaves, who is seventh in the na-
tion with four game-winning goals, said 

“It feels awesome,” Hargreaves said. “It 
was a huge surprise, and it was super excit-
ing.”

However, while the team has started off 
well, there are still significant challenges re-
maning on the schedule. 

The group will continue to be tested, start-
ing today as the conference-undefeated Owls 
play against Southern Mississippi University, 
followed by a game against the currently na-
tionally ranked University of Central Florida 
on Sunday. The next challenge for the Owls 
will come on Oct. 11 against the University of 
Memphis Tigers. 

Both UCF and Memphis look prime to once 
again be the front-runners for the conference 
title. The Tigers have won the past five C-USA 
championships, and UCF has been a frequent 
participant in the NCAA tournament. 

But the Owls are quickly showing that 
they are a force ready to compete. By winning 
games against these two opponents, the Owls 
could prime themselves for a regular season 
title and more. 

The Owls will finish the season against 
rival University of Houston, another tough 
test, before the conference tournament. 
With eight games still remaining in confer-
ence play, there is much action ahead for the 
women’s soccer team.   

Soccer a C-USA contender, 2-0 in conference

Freshman Holly Hargreaves attempts to gain possession of the ball for the Owls. Harg-
reaves leads the team with six goals scored and three assists on the season. 

MATHISON INGHAM/THreSHer
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The Fifth Lap

During my time at Rice, our rivalry with the 
University of Houston has seemed, for lack of 
a better word, forced. 

Don’t get me wrong, I always look forward 
to Rice-UH matchups. At a broad level, draw-
ing fans from both sides creates a pretty neat 
atmosphere. And at a personal level, having 
grown up in the Houston area, I have friends 
and family who are UH students and alums 
(including my dad). 

But there are times the “rivalry” feels a little 
imposed by geography. It’s kind of like being a 
little kid at the birthday party of a neighbor’s 
son, not because you and he are very good 
friends, but because his mom felt obliged to 
invite you because you’re a neighbor. Yes, it’s 

fun, but it’s not quite the same as being at your 
best friend’s. 

Moreover, recently both universities have 
quietly courted other potential rivalries. UH 
desperately wants to have a big, state school ri-
val like Texas Tech University. And Rice games 
against the University of Tulsa and Southern 
Methodist University have taken on increas-
ing hype and significance. However, neither 
school offers an all-out rivalry. 

And maybe that’s not such a bad thing. 
My brother is a student at Texas A&M Uni-

versity, giving a little insight into what comes 
with a college rivalry at the opposite end of the 
spectrum from Rice-UH. 

On the one hand the atmosphere of a Uni-
versity of Texas-Texas A&M game is electric. 
The old football games (which I predict will 
be back sooner rather than later) drew stu-
dents, alums, and families together to cam-
pus with an enthusiasm well beyond what 
you can get from homecoming or parents 
weekend. Even for families who don’t make 
it to campus, watching the UT-A&M game is 
often part of the Thanksgiving tradition, put-
ting both universities squarely in the state’s 
spotlight. Beyond football and the Thanks-
giving tradition, the Lone Star Showdown 
automatically gave every varsity team a mar-

quee matchup sure to draw fans. 
At the same time, though, the rivalry is so 

extreme as to border on obnoxious and det-
rimental. The university starts to define itself 
not around being Texas A&M, but as being the 
anti-UT (known as TU if you’re a true Aggie).  

Heck, the first actual words in Texas A&M’s 
fight song are “Goodbye to Texas University.” 
And hearing Aggies hiss anytime UT comes up 
in conversation gets old really fast (about the 
first time, actually). 

The bad blood became caustic enough and 
present high up enough in the university that 
it played a role in Texas A&M’s decision to 
move to the SEC, as well as the UT’s refusal to 
play the Aggies in non-conference matchups. 
Now both fan bases will simply sing about the 
other, while never actually getting to compete. 

So, as Rice and UH approach the Bayou 
Bucket game and prepare for the transition of 
UH out of Conference USA, the question pres-
ents itself: What to do with our tepid rivalry?

The answer, I propose, is to shift the focus 
away from competing against each other and 
instead toward engaging the Houston commu-
nity as a whole. 

While being located in a big city presents 
clear advantages, it also makes it more difficult 
to connect fully with the community at large. 

While the local university is often a focal point 
of college towns or small cities, Rice and the 
University of Houston are simply two entities 
in a myriad of opportunities and attractions. 
Rarely is either one of us the center of the city’s 
attention, athletically or otherwise. 

Imagine, then, Rice and UH combining 
to create a week during which we are Hous-
ton’s center of attention, much as Texas vs 
A&M used to garner the state’s focus. Athlet-
ics can be the impetus or the culmination, but 
shouldn’t be the full extent. Instead, that week 
could include events that engage the business 
community, that bring grade-school students 
to our campuses or that provide fun family ac-
tivities. It could provide the energy needed for 
journalists to put us on the front page, or run 
mini segments on the evening news.

Such an event would require creativity, co-
ordination, and calculated timing. Its benefits 
likely wouldn’t be reaped until the future, and 
even when they are, they will likely to be hard 
to quantify. But it would provide both universi-
ties with broad exposure that neither can cap-
ture on its own. 

If it succeeded, it would take the Bayou ri-
valry and use it to bring out the best in both 
universities. And that, at the core, is the best 
kind of rivalry after all.    

 Gabe  Cuadra

On potential directions for Rice’s rivalry with the University of Houston 

Friday, Sept. 21
Volleyball vs. University of Memphis
W 3-0, — Memphis, Tenn. 
Soccer vs. University of Tulsa 
W 1-0— Rice Soccer Stadium  
Golf at Mason Rudolph Championship
13/15 (888, +36) — Franklin, Tenn.
Soccer vs. Oklahoma 
T 1-1 — Rice Soccer Stadium 
Men’s Tennis at Baylor HEB Intercol-
legiate
No members placed  — Waco, Texas 
Women’s Tennis at Longhorn Invita-
tional 
1st Singles, Natalie Beazant; 1st Doubles, 
Natalie Beazant and Dominique Harmath  —
Austin, Texas 

Saturday, Sept. 22
Football vs. Marshall University 
L 54-51 (2OT)— Rice Stadiun  

Sunday, Sept. 23
Soccer vs. Southern Methodist Uni-
versity
W 3-2 — Rice Soccer Stadium
Volleyball vs. University of Alabama
W 3-2 — Birmingham, Ala.

Friday, Sept. 28
Soccer vs. University of Southern 
Mississippi
4 p.m. — Hattiesburg, Miss.
Women’s Cross Country at Paul Short 
Invitational
11 a.m. — Bethlehem, Pa.
Volleyball vs. Southern Methodist 
University 
7 p.m. — Tudor Fieldhouse 
Men’s Tennis at Rice Invitational 
All Day — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Saturday, Sept. 29
Football vs. University of Houston
2:30 p.m. — Reliant Stadium
Women’s Tennis at ITA All-American 
Championships 
All Day — Pacific Palisades, Calif.
Men’s Cross Country 
All Day — Lawrence, Kan. 

Sunday, Sept. 30
Soccer vs. University of Central Florida
12 p.m. — Orlando, Fla.
Volleyball vs. University of  Tulsa 
1 p.m. — Tudor Fieldhouse

Tuesday, Oct. 2
Golf  at Jim Rivers Intercollegiate 
All day — Ruston, La.

OWLOOK
This Week in Sports

Results Upcoming
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Junior receiver Donte Moore attempts to catch a pass 
against Marshall University. Rice will attempt to get 
back on track against UH after consecutive losses. 

Owls try to 
bounce back 

Write for Thresher Sports
thresher - sports@rice.edu
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Recaps, details and betting lines 
Powderpuff Scouting Notebook: Week 3

WHAT IS A LINE? 
The spread, or “line,” of a game refers to the 
expected point differential between the two 
competing teams. In any matchup the favorite 
is the team giving, or “laying,” points, signi-
fied by a negative number indicating the mar-
gin by which they are projected to win. Picking 
a favorite means betting that their total points, 
less the spread, will be more than the points 
scored by the underdog. The same applies for 
the underdog, only with points added instead 
of subtracted. 

the Thresher’s 
Week 3 Powderpuff lines

McMurtry (-12.5) vs. Will Rice
Baker (-13.5) vs. Brown
GSA (-6.5) vs. Sid Rich

Hanszen (-5.5) vs. Martel
Wiess (-5.5) vs. Jones

Lovett (-11.5) vs. Duncan

Last week, the University of California at 
Los Angeles stopped the Cougars 37-6, with 
few glimpses of hope for the defense. It looked 
like a unit that was badly overmatched.

Despite the string of losses from the Cou-
gars, Assistant Coach John Reagan said he 
hopes Rice’s confidence comes from its own 
performance, not UH’s underperformance.

“If you look at UH against Louisiana Tech, 
I don’t think they struggled at all,” Reagan 
said. “I hope our confidence comes from suc-
cess that we’re having and we’re building. We 
didn’t have any turnovers. I’ve never been 
a part of 600-something yards and no turn-
overs. I think that’s where we’re taking our 
confidence from: from what we’re doing.”

This past week, the Owls lost a heart-
breaker against Marshall University in a dou-
ble-overtime thriller. It dropped the Owls’ 
record to 1-3 and set Rice to 0-1 inside the 
conference.

With 2:29 left in the game, the Owls forced 
Marshall to put on a big three and out, down 
41-38. Redshirt junior quarterback Taylor McH-
argue led the team down the field, including a 

47-yard rush that put the Owls on the two.
When he tried to drive into the end zone at 

the end of the rush, McHargue smashed his 
shoulder against the ground, sending himself 
out of the game. Quarterback Driphus Jackson, 
a redshirt freshman, came into the game but 
couldn’t punch the point in, resulting in a ty-
ing redshirt junior Chris Boswell field goal.

Despite scoring in the first overtime, Rice 
could not convert in the second, losing the 
game 54-51.

The big question now in front of the Owls 
is McHargue’s health. Without McHargue, the 
Owls’ offense has the potential to struggle. 
Assistant Coach Darrell Patterson said McH-
argue should be ready to go for Saturday.

“We’re prepared to have him,” Patterson 
said. “He’s responded very favorably, and 
we’re very optimistic.”   

Expect the game to be an absolute shoot-
out this week, with both teams having the po-
tential to end up with scores in the 40s. The 
neutral site will leave both teams without a 
clear advantage.

Despite all of the distractions, junior line-
backer Cameron Nwosu is expecting his team 
to be ready to play for pride.

“Bayou Bucket – it’s all we’re focused on,” 
he said.

Senior receiver Sam McGuffie and junior running back Jeremy Eddington celebrate against 
Marshall University. The Owls take on rival University of Houston tomorrow at Reliant Stadium.  

Keys to the Game Players to watch
•	 Shut down the passing attack – If the Owls’ secondary struggles, it will be 

a long night. UH has the ability to shred the backfield if the Rice second-
ary is not ready to play.

•	 Keep using all of the weapons – Seven different receivers touched the 
ball against Marshall for the Owls. It is hard to cover a well-done spread 
offense where the ball could legitimately go to everyone on the field.

•	 Rice fans show up – A Reliant Stadium full of red will not be a great place 
for the Owls to play. Rice fans have to show up to the game, otherwise it 
could really be an unwelcoming atmosphere.

•	 Taylor McHargue – Rice needs him to be healthy. He has been everything to this 
offense and this is not the game for Rice to lose his spark.

•	 Sam McGuffie – Made waves last week with two long touchdown catches – by 
far most productive game he has had this year. If he can keep playing well, he 
gives the Owls’ offense a new dimension.

•	 Paul Porras – The team’s leading tackler has certainly had some success with 
stops in open space, but he will need to have another big week against such a 
productive Cougars passing game.
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 from page 1

Brown  vs. Duncan  (12-7) –

The two teams traded scores, but Brown moved 
the ball more explosively. Duncan put together 
several consistent, prolonged drives but was un-
able to finish on all except one. Duncan’s receiv-
ing corps played well, sustaining the offense 
and making plays. Duncan was driving late in 
the fourth quarter but was unable to score, as 
Brown’s defense seemed to take a bend-not-
break approach. Brown is 1-2 with the third-
worst point differential in the league, so while 
we do not have enough data to make conclusive 
decisions about Duncan (the team has only 
played one game), the loss does not inspire con-
fidence. Duncan was favored to win this game by 
the Thresher but did not justify that projection 
with its play.  

Baker vs. Sid Richardson (6-0, quadruple 
overtime) –

This game was a defensive clinic. Both of these 
teams have looked sharp and dangerous in the 
past weeks, and Baker continued to impress by 
grinding out a victory. Baker also showed some 
versatility, as the team had previously won with 
a dominant rushing attack but this time relied 
on a shutdown defense to beat Sid. These two 

teams have looked strong early, and Baker 
might be the championship favorite at the mo-
ment. The team is hard-nosed and powerful and 
has been rolling all year. Baker was favored by 
5.5 entering the game, so the game was just 
as close as expected, albeit with less scoring 
overall. Sid has a huge game against the Gradu-
ate Student Association next week that could 
provide a lot of information about where both 
teams stand.

Wiess  vs. Will Rice (26-0)  –

Wiess has been the best team this season. It is 
just another reminder that football leagues re-
order themselves each year. Any team can move 
from one end of the spectrum to the other with 
the right additions. While Wiess is only 2-1, the 
team has a +34 point differential, easily leading 
the league. However, Will Rice has also been 
by far the worst team this year, having been 
outscored by 45 total points in two games, so 
it’s hard to determine what fraction of this out-
come was Wiess excelling and what was Will 
Rice struggling. It’s pretty clear that this Wiess 
team is not the one from last year, though. The 
defense is dominant, and the offense is rolling. 
Wiess belongs with Baker as the two most im-
pressive teams in the league so far. Wiess has 

been destroying the spread this season and did 
so again this week after coming into this game 
favored by just 6.5 points but winning by 26.

Lovett vs. Hanszen (12-7)

Hanszen scored on its first drive on a long catch-
and-run by junior Priyanka Duvvuru to go up 
7-0. After a dominant performance in Hanszen’s 
first-round playoff loss last year, she appears 
primed to retain her title as the best player in 
powderpuff. The Lovett defense looks as good 
as ever. The most controversial call of the game 
was Hanszen going for it on fourth down late in 
the second half while backed up in its own terri-
tory and failing to convert. Aggressive play call-
ing is usually for the better, but Hanszen had not 
shown an ability to gain yards consistently and 
the decision was a poor one. Of course, hind-
sight  is 20/20. This was actually the first time 
Lovett trailed in a game since 2010 in the cham-
pionship game against the GSA. This is a team 
that has been consistently good for multiple 
years amd should not be slept on. Do not be 
surprised if it emerges on top again after this 
year. The South remains loaded, with Wiess, 
Baker, Sid Richardson and Lovett looking like 
legit contenders. Hanszen always seems to be 
on the verge of breaking out but has yet to do so. 
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In my previous experiences, food trucks 
have always seemed to provide somewhat inter-
esting and unusual foods, such as Korean bar-
beque or ridiculous types of waffles. However, 
the Monster PBJ food truck takes a classic sand-
wich reminiscent of elementary school lunches 
and expands it into a plethora of different styles 
of peanut butter and jelly. Monster PBJ boasts 
an all-vegetarian menu, gluten-free options, 
fresh-ground nut butters and locally produced 
jellies. When I went, the two employees were 
incredibly friendly and goofy. They made the 
already odd experience of buying peanut butter 
and jelly from a truck even more ridiculous. 

The tricky thing about food trucks is that 
they are mobile. Thankfully, Monster PB&J typi-

cally stays around the Menil Collection in the 
Museum District, but it will occasionally travel 
to the Heights and park on White Oak Drive. It 
also caters to private events. However, if you are 
in the area, the giant purple truck with a picture 
of a one-eyed monster on it is not easy to miss. 

Monster PBJ offers a wide variety of things 
you can put on a seemingly simple sandwich. 
It offers three types of bread (white, wheat and 
gluten-free), three types of nut butters (almond, 
cashew and peanut), a variety of jams and fruits 
(apple jam, blueberry jam, strawberry jam, ap-
ples, bananas and strawberries), and sweeten-
ers (agave, honey and nutella). Then, if you re-
ally want to go back to the lunchbox days, there 
is an option to remove the crust from the sand-
wich. Additionally, sandwiches can be grilled 
upon request. Sandwiches come in three sizes: 
junior, classic and monster. These sandwiches 
cost $3, $5 and $7, respectively. Monster PBJ also 
offers drinks, chips, fruits and a variety of des-
serts for $2 each. 

Due to the wide variety of options, it was 
honestly a bit of a struggle to pick out what I 
wanted. I ended up selecting a classic sand-
wich on white bread with almond butter, 
strawberry jam, apples and nutella. I have eat-
en a lot of peanut butter and jelly sandwiches 
throughout my lifetime, and this was certainly 
the best one I have ever had. Even though the 
food came out of a truck, it was surprisingly 
fresh. There was just the right amount of each 
ingredient on the sandwich, and the flavors 
were great. The sweet nutella and strawberry 
jam combined nicely with the salty almond 
butter, and the sliced apples on the sandwich 
provided a nice crunch. 

Unintentionally stumbling upon Monster 
PBJ was a great experience. I would definitely go 
back and recommend it to others. The food was 
great, even if I did feel somewhat silly ordering 
peanut butter and jelly from a truck. 

Farrah Madanay
A&E Editor 

Mayor Annise Parker (Jones ’78) may have 
established the Healthy Houston task force to 
slim down the city, but Crescent City Beignets is a 
Westheimer staple worth the calorie splurge. The 
dimly lit New Orleans-inspired diner remembers 
its roots with gold and purple streamers hang-
ing from the ceiling and cheap Mardi Gras masks 
decorating the walls. The Saturday-evening 
crowd fills out half the tables, dipping beignets 
into coffee, chatting with the cashier and polish-
ing off large, shallow bowls of roux.

My friends, who included an avid Yelp re-
viewer and a New Orleans native, and I ordered 
at the counter, and luckily, the cashier took credit 
cards. The countertop showcased a row of plates, 
each heaped with bite-sized beignet strips with 
different toppings: original powdered sugar, 
strawberry syrup and cinnamon. The menu enu-
merated a short selection from sandwiches such 
as the muffuletta to creole comfort food such as 
seafood gumbo and red beans and rice with an-
douille sausage. I opted for the crawfish etouffee 
with a single beignet and a cafe au lait. Before I 
signed the check, one of the cooks had already 
scooped the rice and etouffee into a bowl from 
two different premade batches rest-
ing in silver bins next to the cashier. 
I love transparency with restaurants, 
but I would have been OK not know-
ing my dish was being served to me 

cafeteria-style, especially since it cost me over 
$10. I brought my lukewarm plate to the table and 
waited for the cook to 
bring my friend’s De-
catur panini, a simple 
grilled-turkey-and-
provolone sandwich 
with garlic cream 
sauce.

The etouffee, 
crawfish tails and 
vegetables in a to-
mato base roux, 
albeit warm and 
ambiguously made 
at some point ear-
lier in the day, was 
actually commend-
able. Though the 
dish lacked that 
signature Cajun 
bite, the roux was 
light, and the taste 
of the crawfish was 
not overbearing. I 
would have liked 
more than a single 
scoop of rice in lieu 

of the two fried hush puppies that haphaz-
ardly garnished the plate. The Decatur pani-

ni was served without any 
Big Easy flair: two halves 
of a baguette-filled sand-
wich and a handful of po-
tato chips.

When the name of a dish 
is inserted in a restaurant’s 
title, it would be unseemly 
to walk out of the restaurant 
having bypassed it. Above 
all else on its menu, the sig-
nature pairing of beignets 
and cafe au lait draws Wes-
theimer locals and students 
from Lamar and St. John’s 
schools into Crescent City.

A cook turned over the 
choux dough squares in a 
vat of oil just behind the 
cashier, who meanwhile 
handed me a mug. At Cres-
cent City even the cafe au 
lait is self-serve, from a can-
nister which sits on the bar 
between regular coffee and 

frozen mocha cafe au lait machines. The cafe au 
lait poured light brown, and judging from the 
sweet, creamy taste, whole milk was the lait of 
choice.

An order of one beignet is not the same as 
one order of beignets. Like at the famous Cafe 
du Monde in the French Quarter of New Or-
leans, one order of beignets at Crescent City 
means a plate of three pillowy fried pastries, 
each stacked with a quarter-inch of powdered 
sugar. Though i had to lightly shake off some of 
the sugar, the beignet was warm, not too dense 
and manageable to hold in one hand. 

Beignets, enjoyed in the company of friends 
in a diner decorated by Parisian print posters, 
framed clippings of old newspaper reviews and 
the buzz of Food Network playing on the TV, are 
a calm Saturday night treat. 

Crescent City is a stereotypical dive: a little 
grungy, but with a neighborhood friendliness 
and comfort food dishes that serve to satisfy. 
Good creole food is hard to find outside of NOLA, 
but Crescent City is as authentic as it gets. Cres-
cent City may not have a spot on Mayor Parker’s 
“healthy eating” list, but its grub will definitely 
motivate that extra half-hour of exercise.
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RICE PLAYERS
The Rice Players embrace Rice’s 
pretentious stereotype with a 
slapstick show about competing 
country clubs during an annual 
golf tournament. The Players’ 
“The Fox and the Fairway” is to-
night and tomorrow with shows 
from 8-10 p.m. and Sept. 30 at 3 
p.m. Tickets are $5 for students, 
$8 for faculty and staff and $10 
for general admission.

Hamman Hall
Rice University

theatre.rice.edu

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this 

week.

BRAHMS
Piano virtuoso Jonathan Biss re-
turns for a third week with the 
Houston Symphony to perform 
the best of Brahms. The perfor-
mances tonight and tomorrow 
start at 8 p.m. and the last per-
formance on Sept. 30 is at 2:30 
p.m. Each night Biss will en-
thrall audiences with Brahms’ 
Piano Concerto No. 2. Student 
rush tickets start at $12.

Jones Hall
615 Louisiana St.

houstonsymphony.org

FRESH
Ever wonder where your food 
comes from? The Green Film 
Series, hosted by Chipotle Mexi-
can Grill, begins tonight at 7 p.m. 
with the film “Fresh,” which 
commemorates Americans who 
are taking the initiative to pro-
duce healthier, cleaner food. 
Attendees will receive a free 
Chipotle Burrito card, and those 
who will donate a nonperish-
able food item receive a bever-
age ticket.

Discovery Green
1500 McKinney St.
discoverygreen.com

BOOM
“Sex to change the end of the 
world.” An unusual Craigslist 
advertisement lures a woman 
into a research lab run by a 
marine biologist  who truly 
believes the world will end in 
the evening. The Black Lab 
Theater’s apocalyptic comedy, 
“Boom,” will finish its run at 
the Wildfish Theatre tonight 
and tomorrow at 8 p.m. Ad-
mission costs $12 for students.

Wildfish Theatre
1703 Post Oak Blvd. 

wildfishtheatre.com

Crescent City Beignets

B+
Location: 3260 Westheimer Road
Phone Number: 713-520-8291
Price Range: $
Recommended menu items: 
Beignets, Cafe au lait
The rundown: Crescent City Beignets of-
fers a taste of the Big Easy with pillowy 
beignets, pre-made cafe au lait and 
Creole dishes, from gumbo to etoufee. 
Embrace the grunge of this Mardi Gras-
themed diner, and order your beignets 
in threes.

Monster PBJ

A
Find the truck: www.monsterpbj.com
Phone Number: 855-725-5683
Price Range: $
Recommended menu items: 
almond butter, strawberry jam and apples
The rundown: A food truck selling peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches may not seem 
worth the money, but Monster PBJ broad-
ens the concept of the lunchbox sandwich 
with a variety of nut butters, jams, fruits, 
sweeteners and breads.

Crescent City Beignets worth the cost in calories

Truck goes nuts with PBJ

Brown College senior John Mendell of SpoCo performs as part of a joint event with SpoCo 
and the Phils for families weekend.

Mathison inghaM/thresher



Farrah Madanay
A&E Editor

Just steps from Interstate 10 lies a gem 
full of delicious Tex-Mex food for those in the 
know. An inconspicuous little restaurant with 
a sordid history, The Last Concert Cafe is defi-
nitely a word-of-mouth kind of joint. The place 
does not advertise, and there is no sign outside. 
The front door remains locked at all times, and 
customers must knock twice to enter. This tra-
dition dates back to the 1960s, when one of the 
biggest drug busts 
in Houston’s history 
occurred within the 
cafe’s walls. In its 
early days, the Last 
Concert was the 
place where a man 
could buy a meal 
and a good time – 
if you know what I 
mean. Customers 
were screened after 
knocking to keep 
the troublemakers 
away as well as the 
police. Today, it is 
merely a tradition 
kept alive to remem-
ber the past and add 
to the restaurant’s 
mystique. 

Though pres-
ently the restaurant 
operates on much 
more legal terms, 
the dining experi-
ence remains lively. With brightly painted red 
and green walls and Mexican knick-knacks 
adorning shelves throughout the room, the 
interior is cozy and inviting. The space ex-
tends outdoors to an unexpectedly large pa-
tio equipped with twinkling Christmas lights, 
banana trees and a stage for live music per-
formances. The place is filled with music from 
a variety of acts every night during dinner. 

Audiences range from a tranquil two dozen 
on a Monday night to packed with bodies on 
the weekends. The crowd is an eclectic one, 
including local artists, construction workers, 
students and wealthy businessmen. All are 
drawn to the seemingly “underground” qual-
ity and delicious food of the Last Concert. 

My meal at the Last Concert started off with 
thick tortilla chips and a decently spicy salsa. 
For my entree, I ordered the Burrito Grandiosa 
with shredded chicken smothered in queso. 
This burrito was indeed grandiose, about the 

size of my face, and 
about as hearty as they 
come. There were sev-
eral different flavors in 
this one over-sized taco, 
so I was never bored 
while eating. My dining 
companions felt simi-
larly about their food, 
which ranged from the 
cheese enchiladas to 
the guacamole tacos. 
One friend even went so 
far to say it was the best 
taco he had ever eaten. 
Granted, he is from 
Pittsburgh, but still. 
The menu is comprised 
of classic Tex-Mex food 
as well as a couple 
American options, like 
burgers. The specialty 
by far is the enchilada – 
all different types, and 
all covered in sauce. 

The Last Concert is a 
hip place to be with some great food to boot. 
Entertainment is everywhere, and the history 
adds intrigue. Just be sure to check out the sec-
ond building for seating. If the doors behind 
you look like they lead to hotel rooms, do 
not doubt your instincts. Fifty years ago, a 
“patron,” if you will, did not have to walk 
too far from his good meal for some good 
company. 
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Les Givral’sRoa sted:

Amanda Gutierrez
While examining the menu at Les Givral’s 

Sandwiches and Cafe in Midtown for a deli-
cious, low-price dinner, my eyes were drawn 
to an interesting coffee brewing contraption 
behind the counter. It was then that I discov-
ered the “ca phe sua da,” Vietnamese iced cof-
fee with condensed milk. Intrigued, I bought a 
24-ounce cup for only three dollars. With one 
sip, I had instantly formed a new addiction and 
would return to Les Givral’s many times just for 
a tall cup of this bold coffee. 

The special filter and brewing method used 
makes the ca phe sua da very different from any 
coffee I have ever tasted. Condensed milk is first 
poured into a glass, and then the coffee is brewed 
with a special filter that sits on top of the cup. 
This small filter works similar to a French Press in 
that water is poured onto the grounds. The coffee 
drips into the plastic cup, and after five minutes, 
ice is stirred into the mixture to make an intense-
ly concentrated yet sweet and smooth cup of cof-
fee, the perfect beverage for a warm Houston day, 
or for a long night of studying. 

The best part about this brewing method is 
that anyone can brew Vietnamese-style coffee 
without trekking to Midtown. If you get tired of 
your trusty auto-drip coffee machine, Vietnamese 
coffee filters are available for purchase for about 
$5 online and are small, reusable and portable. 
The preferred coffee to use is a French Roast with 
chicory, an herb that is dried, ground and added 
to coffee for spice. Any sweetened condensed 
milk will do. In addition to coffee, my most rec-
ommended items on the menu are the $2 sand-
wiches which come with strips of beef, chicken 
or tofu, cucumbers and cilantro with a special 

sauce spread on french bread. For a more tradi-
tional dish, I recommend the pho, a signature, 
flavorful soup of vegetables and tofu or meat.  If 
you enjoy Vietnamese sandwiches and steamy 
pho as a precursor to the smooth and sweet sua 
da, then you are in for a delicious indulgence 
that won’t burn a hole in your pocket book.

Inside, Les Givral’s Cafe has an open din-
ing area with many windows for light to pour in 
which makes it a great environment to have an 
enjoyable Saturday night dinner with friends. 
It is accessible by the METRORail: get off at the 
McGowen stop, walk left on McGowen and take 
a right on Milam. 

Les Givral’s is situated in the center of many 
other Vietnamese cafes and restaurants in Mid-
town. Saigon Cafe, located in the shopping 
center right across the street from Les Givral’s, 
is another place to get a refreshing glass of tra-
ditional sua da for a low price. Many tea houses 
will have Vietnamese coffee as well; however, 
these versions tend to shy away from the tradi-
tional style of the sua da by adding tapioca or 
using a different type of milk. 

Les Givral’s Sandwiches and Cafe

A
Location: 2704 Milam St
Phone Number: 713-529-1736
Price Range: $
Recommended menu items: 
vietnamese coffee, tofu da hu sandwhich
The rundown: Les Givral’s Sandwiches 
and Cafe offers cheap order-at-the-counter 
Vietnamese sandwiches and pho. Complete 
a meal with the Vietnamese coffee, and you 
will have all the energy you need on Satur-
day night for the public party, or to study.

The Last Concert Cafe

A+
Location: 1403 Nance St.
Phone Number: 855-725-5683
Price Range: $$
Recommended menu items: 
burrito grandiosa
The rundown: Behind the unmarked door 
of the Last Concert Cafe lies a lewd history, 
an entertaining atmosphere and delicious 
Tex-Mex food. Though the cafe may no 
longer be a place for male patrons to “have 
a good time,” knocking twice to enter is 
still enforced.

The Last Concert Cafe
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Cathy Hu
For The Thresher

Minimalism at its core, “Coexist” strips away 
the superfluous elements of standard electronic 
pop, exposing raw emotion through simplistic 
musicality. The long-awaited sophomore al-
bum of The xx continues the story of the British 
indie-pop band rather than beginning a new 
chapter. 

The album flows like a series of waves, set-
tling into a fluid rhythm from track to track. 
Moments of silence juxtaposed with bursts of 
soft energy exemplify the illustrious style of 
The xx as it whispers stories of ambiguous love 
and leaves listeners in an indefinable limbo be-
tween a dreamy thought and reality. 

Each track on the album is aptly named with 
a single word, which read in succession create 
a story in and of themselves. “Coexist” tells the 
story of a relationship lost in uncertainty, of lov-
ers in a stage of simply coexisting. 

“Angels” opens as female lead Romy Mad-
ley-Croft reveals a quiet yearning, creating an 
almost otherworldly sensation. The story con-
tinues as male lead Oliver Sim enters, read-
ing like a dialogue between quarreled lovers 
in “Try” as the couple attempts to reconnect 
and reestablish their relationship. “Sunset” 
illustrates the pain and tension of the lovers 
as they reach a stage of estrangement until 
they reveal these feelings of heartbreak and 
loneliness in “Unfold.” The album ends with 

a vulnerable and fragile declaration of love in 
“Our Song.”

While the musical style of the band’s sopho-
more album retains many familiar elements: 
sparsely layered electronic beats, synthesized 
countermelodies and sensual vocals, Coexist 
also introduces a few original elements. 

The album opens with “Angels,” inducing 
listeners into a sort of meditative trance. It 
features more instrumental percussion than 
the standard muffled thumps of The xx, add-
ing to the rhythmic texture a guitar line that 
mirrors the style of Explosions in the Sky. 

“Reunion” opens with vocals floating over 
murmuring instrumental lines and unconven-
tional steel drum percussive features building 
into a pulsing beat. This is a common musi-
cal theme for The xx: creating form out of the 
unformulated. The transition into “Sunset” 
seamlessly continues the pulsating beat of 
“Reunion,” a rhythmic pace calling for a sub-
tle indie head bob. “Swept Away” opens like 
a lullaby and reveals The xx’s first significant 
use of a piano and instrumental focus.

Despite the few subtle nuances, “Coexist” 
stays true to the style and content revealed 
in The xx’s first album, “xx.” If “xx” made a 
silent splash in the music industry, “Coex-
ist” is simply the ripple effect of that initial 
impact. While it maintains the integrity of 
the band and its signature sound, “Coexist,” 
though just as good an album as its predeces-
sor, simply doesn’t have the same shock fac-
tor. The xx was received as a first of its kind 
with its almost painful simplicity, stirring 
vocal duets and pure emotions. Coexist does 
not take many risks to stray away from such a 
well-calculated formula. 

That said, the similarity to its predecessor 
does not diminish the dark beauty and musi-
cal art that Coexist offers. Each track builds 
tension as the listener waits for the static 
murmurs and silence to shift into a percus-
sive hook. But what makes these songs mes-
merizing is that they continue to build this 
tension but never really break the surface. 

The line between the imagined and the real 
is blurred; a silent storm brews in the nebu-
lous space between the two worlds. The soft, 
haunting vocals tell a story as if they too 
were on the verge of sleep and conscious-
ness: without inhibition, without distraction, 
but simply with heart. The album feels like a 
dream, one in which you find yourself ques-
tioning where you are, where you are going 
and what it means to be there.

A story of love and coexistance told in The xx’s new album

Coexist

A-
Artist: The xx
Label: Young Turks
Released: Sept. 5
Recommended tracks: “Reunion,” 
“Angels”
The rundown: The xx’s sophomore 
album is as dark and hauntingly 
beautiful as its predecessor, but the 
band takes less of a gamble in each 
of its tracks.

This Week in Entertainment
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“The 2nd Law” – Muse –The sixth studio album from the 
English alternative rock band has been robustly described 
by lead singer Matthew Bellamy as “a Christian gangster rap 
jazz odyssey, with some ambient rebellious dubstep and 
face-melting metal flamenco cowboy psychedelic music.” In 
other words, the band will certainly be experimenting with 
its signature symphonic sound. Singles already released in-
clude “Madness” and “Survival,” the latter of which doubled 
as the official song of the 2012 London Olympics.

“Won’t Back Down” –This film is based on the 2010 parent 
trigger law debates in California, when administrative overhaul 
was proposed for underperforming public schools in the Los 
Angeles area. The plot follows two determined mothers (Mag-
gie Gyllenhaal, “The Dark Knight” and Viola Davis, “The Help”) 
who look to transform their children’s failing inner-city school. 
This movie is the first appearance of actress Holly Hunter (“The 
Incredibles”) in over seven years and also stars Ving Rhames 
“Mission: Impossible.”PG, 121 minutes.

“Dark Shadows” – From the unique mind of acclaimed 
director Tim Burton, this adaptation of the soap opera of the 
same name follows an imprisoned, cursed vampire (Johnny 
Depp, “Pirates of the Caribbean”) who, after 200 years, is 
freed into 1970s America and UK, and, with the help of his 
descendants, attempts to settle a previous romance. Met 
with mixed reception from both critics and audiences during 
its theatrical release, the film looks to find an audience at 
home. Available on DVD and Blu-Ray. 

“Kaleidoscope Dream” – Miguel – The second album 
from rhythm and blues soul-man Miguel looks to please critics 
and audiences with sultry songs such as lead single “Adorn” 
and includes a feature from Alicia Keyes. This release follows 
in the footsteps of a new wave of R&B artists less concerned 
with electronic sounds and more interested in unfurling slow 
grooves, in the style of artists such as Frank Ocean, The Week-
nd and Elle Varner. This is also Miguel’s first album under RCA 
Records after the disbandment of Jive Records.

“Looper” –In this futuristic action film, the mob sends 
a target 30 years into the past to “looper” Joseph Simmons 
(Joseph Gordon-Levitt, “The Dark Knight Rises”), a mob-
hired assassin. When Simmons realizes his newest target is 
the future version of himself, he fails to complete his mis-
sion and must elude the consequences by the mob. Early 
reviews have been extremely positive, so look for the sci-fi 
thriller to perhaps jump-start a stagnant fall box office. PG-
13, 118 minutes.

“The Casual Vacancy ” – This highly anticipated new 
book from “Harry Potter” author J.K. Rowling is her first 
novel both written outside of her blockbuster series and for 
an adult audience. Though non-disclosure agreements have 
kept many publications mum, the black comedy is said to 
follow an election for a newly open seat on a parish council 
fraught with passion, duplicity and unexpected revelations. 
Be sure to watch whether this book catches on with one of 
the largest built-in literary audiences of all time.
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CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

C a s h ,  c h e c k  o r  c r e d i t  c a r d  p ay m e n t  m u s t  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t ,  wh i ch  m u s t  b e  re ce ive d  b y  1 2  p. m .  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu
WANTED
TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact  832-
428-8330  and email resume to  siyengar777@
gmail.com

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING SQUARED, a pri-
vate tutorial service, needs part-time tutors 
in Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Phsyics, 
Spanish, English, Economics, and Finance. 
Flexible hours. EXCELLENT PAY. No house calls. 
Office located close to campus. 713-528-7085

Interested in tutoring middle school or high 
school students?   In this paid opportunity, cur-
rently enrolled Rice students will tutor students 
in the Houston area. For more information con-
tact Sonya Ramirez: e-mail (sonya.ramirez@
rice.edu) or phone (713-348-6108).

Algebra Tutor wanted for motivated high 
school freshman. Walking distance from Rice 
Campus. Call Karen 713-823-5050.

Rice professor is looking for a reliable baby-
sitter for an occasional evening out (once or 
twice a month) and possibly some day-time care 
a few times per semester. Seven-minute drive 
from campus. Please email esr@rice.edu

Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and Ener-

getic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate is $20 
to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  We provide 
all training, all training is paid, and we pay for 
travel.  Email your resume to rice-jobs@test-
masters.com.

WALK OR BIKE TO WORK. Pinewood Cafe in Her-
mann Park is hiring. Weekend cashier needed 
immediately.Email pinewoodcafe@gmail.com 
to set an appointment for an interview.Only 
happy people need apply.

Not your normal minimum wage job, check 
out www.greatcollegejob.com

Tutoring positions available.  We are looking 
for dependable, caring academic tutors to work 
with students on a one-to-one basis throughout 
the 2012-2013 school year.  Compensation is $25/
hour.  Please contact Chivonne for more infor-
mation at 713.572.3533 or email chivonneahts@
aol.com.

misclass
history

Forty years ago Thresher Editor in 
Chief Steve Jackson decided to offer 
“misclassifieds” to Rice students for 
seven cents per letter on the last page 
of the Thresher. The first response, on 
Oct. 5, 1972, was a joke:

“Female Rice junior seeks male 
friend for platonic relationship. Call 
521-9932.”

 While lesser editors would have be-
come annoyed that people were taking 
advantage of the new cheap advertise-
ments, Steve Jackson loved the inter-
jection of humor. He made misclas-
sifieds free for all Rice students and 
encouraged them to  “buy, sell, trade 
and insult your friends.” The Back-
page was born.

 The number of misclassifieds ex-
ploded as Rice students took the op-
portunity to write irreverent poetry, 
crack jokes, and quote their friends and 
professors out of context. Eventually, 
“misclassifieds” became shortened to 
“misclass.” Every once in a while, the 
editors of the Thresher wrote short and 
funny stories to accompany Misclass. 
Eventually, the editors took more and 
more of the page with their stories, and 
students submitted less and less con-
tent. Misclass disappeared to make way 
for the modern Backpage and ultimate-
ly faded out of memory.

 Now, on the eve of the Centennial, it 
is time to bring Misclass back. With the 
advent of the Internet and the support 
of the Hoot, the Backpage is going back 
to where it all began.

share 
Submit funny messages and quotes you hear around 
campus from professors, friends and strangers to the 
backpage.

NOTE: Using names is encouraged, especially to embarrass your friends, but remember that Rice’s policy on ha-
rassment still applies. If the person you are quoting would not laugh with you, don’t do it.

Tweet your quote or message to @thresherBP and  
include #misclass.

Post your quote or message on our wall at 
www.facebook.com/thresherbackpage.

Write your quote or message down and drop it off 
at The Hoot North or The Hoot South drop boxes.

win
The best submissions each week will be awarded a free 
hot food item from The Hoot!

sponsored by

“Why do we have voting sys-
tems? Do they keep us warm? 
Do we spoon with them at 
night?” – POLI 212 graduate 
student TA

“It’s always better to enter from the back.” 
– Reed Thornburg outside the RMC

“It might be soft, 
or it might be 
hard, but there will 
be penetration.” –
John Cavallo on a 
STAT 312 problem

“It’s not like I was looking for good 
sex. It was just all about weird, 
kinky sex.” – Bhagwat Ram Kumar

Did Sammy 
the Owl get a 
sex change?

“He is getting 
way older. It’s like 
Benjamin Button 
in reverse.” –
Overheard at Cof-
feehouseHappy birthday, J-Bro! We will 

remember you like when you 
were a freshman, exposing 
yourself in a banana suit. –
Backpage Editors

Fuck 
Orgo.

What’s the difference between 
an Owl and a Coog? Who cares – 
Hasnzen still sucks.

#bucketofyolo
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