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Sports                                    p. 12 
Marshal the troops 
Rice faces off against Marshall in football this 
weekend. Bring out the blue and grey to sup-
port the Owls during Families Weekend. 

Get high like paper 
James Dargan argues for a conversation on 
the legalization of marijuana.

Partying with mom and pop
Baker Blues is back, and who doesn’t 
love partying with everybody’s par-
ents? A little blues in the background 
sets the mood this weekend for a 
relaxing night spent with friends and 
family. There’s nothing better than 
cracking open a beer with the old 
man. 
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Be on your best behavior
Families Weekend is here! Time to wash the 
sheets for the first time this semester and 
finally put out the trash.
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Wiess freshmen act out
The annual Wiess Freshman One Acts are back. 
Come see the new students on stage tonight and 
tomorrow at 8 p.m.

Op-Ed                                    p. 2

Call me, definitely
Clarifying the EMS amnesty policy is a step in 
the right direction, according to Brian Baran. 

All dressed up with somewhere to go
Rice students made their way to the Houston 
Symphony last weekend for Rice Night at the 
Symphony sponsored by Passport to Houston. 

by Ryan Gupta
Editor in Chief

Rice senior Arsalan Kazemi request-
ed a release from the basketball team 
and received it on Monday, according 
to Rice Athletics, making him the sixth 
player to leave the team since the con-
clusion of last season. The 6-foot-7 for-
ward had been the Owl’s most valuable 
player, averaging 12.1 points and 10.3 
rebounds per game in 2011-2012. He was 
one of only 21 NCAA division I players 
to average a double-double last season.

While Kazemi declined to comment 
on his decision, his departure was met by 
confusion from some teammates.

“I don’t get it because this is his last 
year and also because all his stats were 
going to sky-rocket,” shooting guard 
Tamir Jackson said. 

Athletic Director Rick Greenspan also 
expressed his disappointment in Kaze-
mi’s departure.

“We take pride in the high graduation 
rate of our Rice student-athletes, and 
we’re always sad when a student-athlete 
leaves without finishing his or her de-
gree, but we wish Arsalan all the best,” 
Greenspan said.

While head coach Ben Braun said that 
Kazemi had attended all pre-season con-
ditioning sessions and individual work-
outs, the Owl’s star forward is now look-
ing to play at Kentucky, Texas, Oregon, 
Ohio State, Florida or Cincinnati. Profes-

sional European leagues also remain a 
viable option for Kazemi, but there has 
been no indication yet that he intends to 
go overseas to play. 

The competition at these high-profile 
schools will be much more challenging 
than that of the C-USA. However, Kazemi 
has always held NBA ambitions, even 
telling VOA News in 2011 that he would 
like to move on to the NBA after his ju-
nior year; his performance in a stronger 
conference could dictate whether he ever 
makes it to the highest level of profes-
sional basketball.

 Kazemi’s departure is a resounding 
blow for a team that seemed to be on the 
up and coming after attaining a Colleg-
einsider.com Tournament playoff berth 
last season — its first postseason ap-
pearance since 2005. However, since the 
conclusion of last year’s campaign, a 
massive exodus has taken place with six 
players leaving Braun’s squad. The team 
had previously lost Jarelle Reischel to 
Rhode Island, Dylan Ennis to Villano-
va, David Chadwick to Valpariso and 
Ahmad Ibrahim to overseas play. Last 
week, Omar Oraby, a friend and room-
mate of Kazemi, received a release to 
leave for USC as previously reported by 
the Thresher.

Head Coach Ben Braun acknowledged 
that there was a problem with the large 
number of departures and stated that he 
and Athletic Director Rick Greenspan are 
on a C-USA committee analyzing the cur-

rent state of college basketball, including 
why so many players are transferring. 

Braun believes that a number of the 
transfers occurred because of a lack of 
playing time or a desire for an expanded 
role on the team.

“We’re in an instant gratification type 
society,” Braun said. “There’s a feeling 
sometimes that if you don’t contribute 
immediately, you’re failing.”

Braun also added that some players 
talked about a desire for more visibil-
ity and getting noticed by professional 
scouts more often.

Jackson, the only current senior on 
the team, said he was unsure why the 
team has endured so many transfers, 
but he feels that the team chemistry is 
not the problem.

“I don’t really know why so many 
players left,” Jackson said. “I’m guess-
ing they feel it is better for them indi-
vidually. But we all are friends and have 
lots of love for each other. We all con-
sider ourselves as a family.”

Jackson also said he feels that Braun 
is not a part of the problem.

“Coach Braun is a great leader,” 
Jackson said. “He’s been coaching for a 
very long time and has a lot of pro play-
ers that came out of his program and 
changed the Rice basketball program 
tremendously. I feel he is a great coach 
and connects to his players very well, 
and I stand by him with no hesitation.”

by TiNa Ou
Thresher StaFF

Willy’s Pub is approximately $40,000 in debt 
and could face closure by January, according to a 
Pub staff member who agreed to speak with the 
Thresher on the condition of anonymity. A manag-
er divulged this information to Pub staff at a staff 
meeting, the source said. 

The amount owed by the student-run under-
graduate business has escalated since last year, 
according to Boyd Beckwith, assistant dean of stu-

dents and director of student center and campus-
wide programs.

According to an official statement from Willy’s 
Pub General Manager Jordan Rueter, as a student-
run business, Willy’s Pub’s operations have been 
complicated by costs implemented by the admin-
istration. These costs range from an $8,000 an-
nual Student Center Administration fee to $120 
for changing light bulbs, Rueter, a Martel College 
senior, said.

“Recent changes, including larger lunch sales 
and adjusted profit margins, have helped us make 

major strides in increasing our profitability from 
last year and grow as a business,” Rueter said. 
“However, the current university attitude toward 
these prohibitive costs makes it hard to imagine 
that a three-decade old staple of Rice culture will 
be around for future students to enjoy.”

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson said 
Willy’s Pub is expected to repay the funds they 
owe the Student Center.

“It is the case that they [Pub] have a substan-
tial deficit and their business model has not been 
sustainable,” Hutchinson said. “I don’t have a date 

[regarding when the pub may close], but if they 
are not able to sustain themselves, Pub cannot 
survive.”

The anonymous staff member who said that 
Willy’s Pub may face closure by January said that 
the pub operated with a profit last semester.

“We have a model that is sustainable and prof-
itable,” the staff member said. “The amount being 
charged by administration is unreasonable, espe-
cially for an undergraduate business on a campus 
where a majority of students are not even 21.”

Willy’s Pub in debt, may close by January

exodus
six walk away

0see exodus, page 14

0see Pub, page 5
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Online comments of the week
In response to “Sciences fill Career Expo”  
(Sept. 14, 2012)

In a time where humanities and social sci-
ences majors are being called upon to justify 
their choice of studies, I find it rather shocking 
that Rice is not doing more to help them. Not to 
be rude, but engineers, pre-meds and hard sci-
ence students are not going to have problems 
finding jobs once they leave the hedges. Rice 
should be helping its non-science majors to 
find employment, as they’re the ones who are in 
need of the help!

Anonymous

In response to “Students in School of Natural Sci-
ence burdened with inferior advising”  
(Sept. 14, 2012)

Great article. I was a biochemistry major a 
few years back, and I remember not developing 
a sense of “belonging” to the department until 
my senior year, when I did an honors thesis and 
actually spent a lot of time in a lab. During my 
giant introductory classes earlier in my college 
career, I didn’t feel like we were getting enough 
of a “welcome” to the department, if that makes 
any sense. I took the introductory bioengineer-
ing class to see what it was like, and I remember 
on the first day, the professor took everyone’s 
pictures and posted them on the wall in the 
department. You were now part of the bioengi-

neering department, which was going to be your 
home and provide you with academic support 
throughout your career at Rice. That seemed 
pretty cool. The professors talked about possible 
future career paths and how to plan for them. I 
didn’t see the same thing happening in the bio-
chemistry department, however. Perhaps things 
have changed now, though.

I think there needs to be more emphasis ear-
ly on getting biochemistry students together in 
small mentor groups. Students need to know that 
they can have exciting careers in pharmacy, in 
molecular epidemiology (a career path I wasn’t 
even aware existed as an undergrad), in public 
health and even in law. Pre-medical students 
need robust advising, too. If a student is inter-
esting in orthopedics or physical medicine and 
rehabilitation, maybe a degree in mechanical or 
bioengineering would make more sense than a 
degree in biochemistry. On the other hand, if he 
or she is interested in a career in endocrinology 
or infectious disease, perhaps that biochemis-
try or evolutionary biology degree makes more 
sense. A student interested in a future career in 
neuroscience or genetics might be better steered 
toward a degree in computer science or compu-
tational and applied mathematics. Most college 
freshmen and sophomores don’t yet have the 
long-range outlook and experience to know that 
these undergraduate major choices might really 
affect their future in the medical field.

Anonymous

 

Rice must lend 
helping hand to 
a struggling Pub

It is necessary for Willy’s Pub and the 
Rice University administration to work 
together to negotiate a plan to resolve the 
current Pub debt crisis (see story, page 1). 
The Thresher recognizes that Pub needs 
to pay its debt, but excessive charges for 
maintenance and administration fees are 
not the way to reinforce the importance of  
student-run businesses.

While Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson has criticized Pub’s business 
plan as being unsustainable, Pub’s most 
recent management has been working 
hard to overhaul the traditionally poor 
model – and has been succeeding. While 
Pub has certainly had its share of finan-
cial woes in past years, the fact that Pub 
has been able to pull itself out of the red 
and actually turn a profit indicates prog-
ress. Administration should meet this 
progress with a willingness to negotiate 
a plan for the future rather than the hard-
line debt collector stance it seems to have  
assumed instead.

Ultimately the recent financial strides 
indicate that Pub does have the potential to 
pay back its debt – with time. The admin-
istration’s desire to receive its payments is 
understandable as Pub has been in debt 
for an extended period; however, now that 
Pub seems to have reversed its dismal fi-
nancial record, it would be a disservice to 
Pub and to the Rice community to demand 
the sizeable debt begin to be repaid in a 
matter of mere months.

The administration should have an 
interest in preserving this historically stu-
dent-run business. In general, student-run 
businesses provide learning experiences 
and foster entrepreneurship: Pub is great 
for the undergraduate social scene, and it 
is also academically relevant. It helps inno-
vative students learn about how enterpris-
es function in the real world. This week, 
Rice was ranked seventh in the country for 
entrepreneurship on Unigo; to close down 
Pub would be a major blow to the atmo-
sphere of student enterprise that has been 
steadily growing for the past few years.

The closing of Pub would also make 
a less safe environment for students to 
consume alcohol. Students will opt for 
off-campus alternatives that might lead to 
dangerous consequences. 

While the administration should recog-
nize its incentive not to write Pub off, Pub 
certainly needs to sustain this profitable 
business plan and maintain its current 
financial trend. Pub needs to prioritize 
paying off this debt over a period of time; 
however, December is too soon for Pub 
to utilize its new model in order to save 
enough money to begin satisfying its debts.

Pub is not just a bar or a Thursday night 
gathering spot, it is a hallmark of Rice. In 
under a month students, alumni and ad-
ministration will celebrate 100 years of this 
university. We will reflect on everything 
that makes this place as special as it is and 
we will take great pride in the unique cul-
ture of this school.

In the face of this centennial, to con-
sider shutting down a quintessentially Rice 
fixture and to eliminate such an important 
student run business is a disgrace. The cel-
ebration of this university should not be 
limited to the centennial long weekend, 
but should be carried out each and every 
day in the form of respecting and support-
ing those facets of Rice that make it great. 

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.
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Awesome, we’re going on a 
real date next.

Super awkward.

Great, we’ll definitely stay 
friends.
OK, we didn’t have much 
in common.

How was your screw date?

Last Week’s Online 
Poll Results:

31%

6%

Total number of responses: 100

34%

No date, sat in the dark drinking.15%14%

“Mom, Dad, you’re embarrassing me”“Mom, Dad, you’re embarrassing me.”
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“Prohibition will work great injury to the 
cause of temperance. It is a species of intemper-
ance within itself, for it goes beyond the bounds 
of reason in that it attempts to control a man’s 
appetite by legislation, and makes a crime out 
of things that are not crimes. A Prohibition law 
strikes a blow at the very principles upon which 
our government was founded.” – President  
Abraham Lincoln.

Prohibition failed. There is no denying this. 
To say otherwise would ignore 14 long years of 
U.S. history. To deny its failure would be to ignore 
organized crime, black markets and the resolve 
of American citizens to openly defy a law that 
infringed on our liberties. Prohibition demon-
strated that a top-down approach of forbid and 
punish does little to change the social behaviors 
of the people. But as the old saying goes, those 
who forget history are doomed to repeat it.

The War on Drugs has failed, and no less 
disastrously than Prohibition. Nearly 40 years 
after the formation of the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, our inmate population for drug-
related charges is the highest in the world, yet 
our consumption remains the highest as well. 
Forty-two percent of high school graduates have 
smoked marijuana. Crossing all socioeconomic 
divisions and cracking down on enforcement 
has done nothing to reverse this trend: Nothing 
has been accomplished but tarnished records 
and broken hearts. But at last, a glimmer of hope  
has emerged.

This weekend, a poll found a majority of Colo-
rado voters supporting proposed Amendment 64 
to the Colorado State Constitution, an initiative 
to fully legalize marijuana possession and use of 
amounts under 1 ounce for those over 21, subject 
to regulations determined by the state. That’s 
right. Full legalization (in essence). The Denver 
Post found that across every income bracket and 
every age group under 65 years of age, more vot-
ers supported than opposed the measure. Seven-
teen states and the District of Columbia have al-
ready legalized medicinal marijuana at the state 
level, but Colorado could be the first in the coun-
try to pass full legalization. The road, however, 
will still be difficult.

Actually passing such a proposal on election 
day will be difficult, but there is hope. This year 
is a presidential election year and voter turnout 
among lower age groups is likely to be signifi-
cantly higher than in off years, reducing the clout 
of the consistently active elderly vote, the only 
voter bloc whose majority opposes legalization 
in Colorado. This would be similar to the 2000 
election, which resulted in Colorado’s approval 
of medicinal marijuana. While a similar proposal 
was rejected in Colorado in 2006, an additional 
six years of expanded medicinal marijuana con-

sumption may have eroded enough cultural op-
position to reach a majority this year.

The hidden threat to the success of Colorado’s 
legalization initiative may come from its biggest 
supporters. Many advocates for legalization of 
marijuana oppose Amendment 64 because it 
grants too much regulatory power to the state 
and offers insufficient protection of the rights of 
marijuana users. The unrest within these groups 
may cripple any attempts at the unified cam-
paign needed to officially pass the measure.

The federal government also remains a threat 
to legalization. The federal ban on marijuana use 
could spell trouble even if the measure passes 
and the federal government decides to take ac-
tion. President Barack Obama has lessened en-
forcement during his first administration, but 
he has disappointed many supporters who ex-
pected more leniency from him. And the public 
certainly does not know how he would react to 
full legalization. Some reports indicate he op-
poses full legalization. Former governor Mitt 
Romney would undoubtedly tend toward strict  
enforcement policies.

Despite these obstacles, the legalization 
movement is promising. Past attempts in mul-
tiple states have failed, but the persistence of 
the rapidly expanding movement may yield 
fruitful results in the near future. The 2011 Gal-
lup polls ushered in renewed enthusiasm when 
support for legalization broke 50 percent, and 
the movement shows no signs of fatigue. If any-
thing, it has demonstrated a resolve to fight to the  
bitter end.

But why does this matter to Rice? It presents 
an opportunity for the student body to engage in 
a healthy discussion about arguments for legal-
ization, its potential benefits, harmful side effects 
and the steps we can take to push for reform in 
Texas. So I ask Rice, would students support le-
galization of marijuana in Texas?

There are plenty of valid concerns raised by 
opponents. Some fear an increase in use will 
inevitably follow. Some oppose government be-
coming an enabler of an unhealthy habit. Others 
cite the health risks associated with marijuana 
use as reason to fight even harder against le-
galization. Personally, I reject all of these argu-
ments, and I know a number of Baker Institute 
Fellows who do as well. But whatever your views, 
it is a discussion worth having.

Rice is in no way isolated from marijuana use 
or its effects. I am sure any student reading this 
can name at least one person who has smoked  
marijuana at Rice. What is the appropriate re-
sponse to marijuana use on campus? Should 
we as Rice students discourage marijuana use 
altogether? Should higher administrative pow-
ers coerce students into abstinence? Should we 
tolerate the decisions of others to engage in this 
activity? Should we protect our friends from po-
tential legal consequences associated with this 
choice to participate? How do we resolve the 
divide between what is socially acceptable and 
what the law tolerates?

There is no easy answer to these questions 
no matter how strongly you feel about one side 
or the other, but they must be addressed. Why  
not now?

    
                James Dargan is a 

Wiess College sophomore.

Clear and consistent standards, expec-
tations and communication are necessary 
for a strong student-led community at Rice 
University – especially as they pertain to 
student health and safety. In the interest of 
clarity, the university’s emergency medical 
services amnesty policy, as detailed in Ar-
ticle B, Section 4 of the Rice Alcohol Policy, 
was recently amended to better explain the 
violations to which amnesty applies, what 
amnesty entails, the requirements for receiv-
ing amnesty and behaviors that will result in 
the loss of amnesty. 

It is understandable for students to be 
concerned about what at first seems a sud-
den, under-the-radar change in policy. Upon 
closer inspection, these concerns are un-
founded, for this is not a change in policy, 
but a change in wording to clarify a long-
standing policy. This policy is in line with 
the general expectations placed upon the 
Rice community and is in the best interests 
of the student body.

In the Thresher article reporting the clari-
fication of the policy (“EMS amnesty policy 
clarified,” Sept. 14, 2012), a student raised 
the concern that having a friend who gets 
angry while intoxicated places students in 
a “lose-lose situation.” Supposedly, with-
holding amnesty from non-cooperative stu-
dents presents a choice of (a) calling EMS 
with the risk that the friend will not receive 
amnesty, or (b) not calling, and facing disci-
plinary action for endangering the friend’s  
physical well-being.

That some consider this a choice is dis-
tressing. Refraining from calling EMS places 
your friend in danger of serious injury or 
even death; this is unconscionable. Ensur-
ing that a student receives appropriate med-
ical attention far outweighs any concerns 
about the student’s disciplinary record – 
which is the logic behind amnesty in the 
first place. As members of this community 
– and as responsible adults in general – we 
have a duty to not only refrain from endan-
gering others’ well-being, but also to pro-
mote it. We must look out for those around 
us. This is what it means to have a culture of 
care. To be a member of the Rice community 
is a privilege we should be thankful to have. 
Let us not forget the responsibilities that  
accompany it.

Do not be distracted by the additional 
paragraphs. These paragraphs do not limit 
amnesty. Instead, they express limita-
tions and qualifications that already ex-

isted and that make sense in light of the  
policy’s purpose.

The key to understanding the EMS am-
nesty policy is that it exists to promote stu-
dent health and safety by encouraging stu-
dents who need medical attention to seek 
that attention. Its purpose is not to condone 
or encourage dangerous levels of alcohol 
consumption, irresponsible decisions or 
other conduct unbecoming of Rice students 
and the Rice community. Instead, it seeks 
to encourage students to properly prioritize 
receiving medical attention over avoiding 
disciplinary action by removing the risk of  
disciplinary action.

It is not a new requirement that students 
must initiate a request for assistance in or-
der to receive amnesty. That this require-
ment must exist is evident from the policy’s 
purpose. A policy that exists to encourage 
students to seek medical attention should 
not apply to students who choose not to  
do so.

It is not a new requirement that students 
must cooperate with emergency respond-
ers, including Rice EMS, the Rice University 
Police Department and other university offi-
cials. This is an expectation placed upon all 
members of the Rice community at all times.

Article B of the Code of Student Con-
duct states, “By entering Rice University, 
students accept several responsibilities: 
to respect the welfare of all persons in the 
University community and their guests.” 
Further, “In all activities each student is 
expected to be respectful of the rights and 
interests of the community and of others in 
the community.”

Consumption of alcohol is not an excuse 
for violating the fundamental expectations 
placed upon members of the Rice commu-
nity. It is not an excuse for belligerence and 
disrespect toward those here to keep us safe 
and healthy – or toward anyone else. It is 
not an excuse for placing any member of the 
community in harm’s way.

But if this clarification of the policy has 
no real impact on the expectations placed 
upon members of the Rice community, what 
benefit does it offer?

This clarification is a positive step be-
cause it helps facilitate communication 
between the students, their government 
and the administration. Clearly stated 
expectations are easier to understand 
and to embrace. Thus, a clearly stated 
policy will provide greater benefit to the  
university community.

A clearer, more understandable 
EMS amnesty policy will help nur-
ture the culture of care that sets the 
Rice community apart and is an impor-
tant component of the quality of life at  
this university. 

     
                           Brian Baran is the  
                                                     University Court  secretary  and a 
                                        Duncan College sophomore.   

EMS amnesty policy clarification 
a positive step for owl community

Is the public ready for legalization?

James Dargan

Brian Baran

Author Gil Stern once said, “Both optimists 
and pessimists contribute to our society. The op-
timist invents the airplane and the pessimist the 
parachute.” With that one quote, he perfectly ex-
emplified the contrast between pessimism and 
optimism. However, this contrast can sometimes 
be so great that the pessimist is pitted against  
the optimist.

Do they need to be at odds, though? Can 
they not coexist, together causing humanity 
to shake, to progress, to ponder, like in Stern’s 
example? As a more-or-less pessimist (or, as 
I typically like to say, realist), I was formerly 
convinced that optimism was inferior to pessi-
mism. I clung to the notion that optimism can 
be dangerous because it can focus on what is 
good, potentially causing neglect of the things 

that need to be improved. In retrospect, I be-
lieve that what I really meant was that optimism 
alone is dangerous, in the same way that pes-
simism alone is dangerous. The two must be 
in harmony for a functioning society, and on a 
smaller scale, a functioning university.

Optimism is hope. It is the sparkle that lit 
up our eyes when we, as anxious high school 
students, gazed upon Lovett Hall, daring to 
think that maybe, just maybe, we would one 
day walk through the Sallyport. It is the chant-
ing of millions of protesters throughout history 
who gambled with their lives to save their na-
tions. It is the rapt attention of hundreds of 
audience members as a distinguished scientist 
presents new research on cancer treatments. 
Without optimism, there would be no sparkle, 
no chanting, no attention. Optimism – hope – is 
one of the bases of change. No revolution can 
take place without optimism. Rice, which is 
at the forefront of educational, technological, 
scientific and humanistic progress, needs to  
utilize optimism.

If optimism is hope, then what is pessi-
mism? It is the belief that nothing can help 
the victims of a natural disaster. It is the smug 
reaction to an invitation to another Sammy’s 
Picnic. It is the anticipation of a failed public 
party on the night of a rainy day. At first glance, 
a world without an emphasis on the negative 

is a good thing. But, without the acknowl-
edgement of possible undesirable outcomes, 
how would we see the faults in our world? We 
first have to see the faults, after all, if we are 
to have a chance at hoping to improve them. 
Rice cannot do its part in advancing soci-
ety if it cannot recognize the tragic aspects of  
the world.

Pessimism and optimism are and should be 
interconnected. Having only pessimism would 
create a tiring, gloomy atmosphere, and having 
only optimism would create a falsely cheerful 
atmosphere. Too much of either is detrimental. 
Alone, both of these vantage points are unpro-
ductive and self-defeating, but arm-in-arm, 
they are golden. A progressive university like 
Rice needs its share of pessimism as much as 
it needs optimism when it comes to increas-
ing its influence in the world. Rice researchers, 
professors, staff members and students need to 
be able to see the worst of the campus issues 
before they can create the best solutions for  
these issues.

In short, we need three types of people 
at Rice: those who invent airplanes, those 
who invent parachutes and those who  
do both.

 
                           Tina Nazerian is a  
                                         McMurtry College freshman.   

Optimism and pessimism living in harmony on campus

Tina  Nazerian

!
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by Frances Hessel
For the Thresher

Starting in the fall of 2013, Rice will 
offer a new doctoral program in systems, 
synthetic and physical biology that was 
officially approved by the Rice Senate 
on Sept. 12. The program was originally 
envisioned by assistant professor of 
bioengineering Oleg Igoshin, professor 
of statistics Marek Kimmel,  professor 
of biochemistry and cell biology Yousif 
Shamoo, and other professors from the 
Wiess School of Natural Sciences and the 
George R. Brown School of Engineering. 

With foundations in quantitative and 
life sciences, the program aims to make 
important advances in bioscience with 
work from students and 34 faculty mem-
bers who specialize in biology, chemistry, 
computer science, engineering, mathe-
matics, statistics or physics. An addition-
al goal is to expand research, according 
to Igoshin.

“Another goal of the program is to en-
able us to do research we couldn’t do be-
fore,” SSPB Director Michael Deem said. 
“We will have more students to work 
with, and we hope to attract additional 
funding from the federal government or 
from private foundations.”

This program is the first of its kind in 
the United States, Igoshin said.

“This is the first program in the coun-
try that has ‘synthetic’ biology in its 
name, and this name is very much relat-
ed to its foundation,” Igoshin said. “We 
see this new biology as a system: a whole 
with interacting parts.” 

The program will feature one core 
course open for undergraduate enroll-
ment but will otherwise be exclusively 
open to graduate students. It will be 
highly selective because the faculty are 
looking to recruit eight first-year gradu-
ate students per year, Deem said.

According to Igoshin, the program 
will be highly interdisciplinary and will 
include faculty members from eight de-
partments in the schools of engineering 
and natural sciences.

“We observed [that] the large expan-
sion of Rice faculty [who were] doing 
biology-related research … were not nec-
essarily from the biology department, but 

from computer science, statistics, biolog-
ical and chemical engineering,” Igoshin 
said. “There was a good resource of tal-
ented people to create such a program.”

According to Igoshin, this program is 
designed to develop a new approach to-
ward the study of biology. 

“Systems and synthetic biology seeks 
to understand how biological systems 
work,” Igoshin said. “We build them, 
take them apart, reconnect them in nat-
ural and unnatural ways, and through 
this process try to discover how to create 
something exciting like a new way to syn-
thesize a chemical or a drug.”

According to Igoshin, the doctoral 
program’s foundations partially stem 
from the Faculty Forum on Rice Initia-
tives in 2010, when three university-
wide task forces were created by Provost 
George McLendon:  Biosciences and Hu-
man Health, Energy and the Environ-
ment, and International Strategy.

According to the program’s website, 
the past few decades have been part of 
the Information Age, and the upcoming 
few will most likely be biological ones in 
which organisms are engineered to pro-
duce new medicines, fuels and materials. 

Jones College freshman Daphne Chiao 
said she is inspired by the chance to do 
cutting-edge research.

“I love biology and am excited by the 
idea of trying to find cures for diseases 
we can’t currently cure, so this seems like 
an exciting program in which to partici-
pate in the newest approach to modern 
science,” Chiao said.

Deem was appointed head of the pro-
gram in July 2012 by Dean of the School of 
Engineering Edwin Thomas.

“We are seeking to develop an excep-
tional graduate program,” Deem said. “We 
are interested in specifically attracting stu-
dents interested in collaborative work who 
otherwise might not come to Rice.”

Chemistry graduate student Bo Sh-
uang said he believes the program will 
definitely attract passionate students.

“I think biology is a huge upcoming 
field and market in the U.S., so for sci-
ence majors who specialized in a single 
subject, this will help them apply their 
knowledge in multiple disciplines,” Sh-
uang said.

Rice to launch new doctoral program in 
systems, synthetic and physical biology

by Dixita Viswanath
Thresher Staff

Dana McDowelle and Anthony Pulido, the 
two former pre-health professions advisors for 
all students, left their positions at Rice prior to 
the start of the academic year, prompting sev-
eral structural changes to pre-health advising 
at Rice, according to Associate Dean of Under-
graduates and Director of Academic Advising 
Brian Gibson.

McDowelle assumed her current position 
as assistant dean of student diversity and 
professional development at the University 
of Texas Health Science Center at San Anto-
nio on Sept. 1, McDowelle said. 

McDowelle, who had been associate di-
rector of academic advising since 2006, left 
the Office of Academic Advising in Decem-
ber 2011 to become Director of Civic Research 
and Design in the Center for Civic Engage-
ment. Now at UT San Antonio, McDowelle 
said she is working on changing medical 
education to accommodate the medical stu-
dent better. 

“As medical students continue with their 
education, they are subjected to high levels 
of stress,” McDowelle said. “Their overall 
wellness deteriorates. As this declines, their 
soft skills, such as etiquette and bedside 

manner tend to decline as well. My role is to 
change medical education to help the stu-
dents through their studies.”

Pulido, who was assistant director of aca-
demic advising, left Rice on June 1 to pursue 
an opportunity in Dallas closer to home, ac-
cording to Gibson. 

From 2006 to December 2011, Pulido 
advised the freshmen and sophomore pre-
health professions students, while McDow-
elle advised the juniors and seniors, McDow-
elle said.

Gibson said a number of changes were 
made to pre-health professions advising.

“We now have five official health profes-
sions advisors registered with the Association 
of American Medical Colleges,” Gibson said. 
“We also created a Health Professions Advising  
Committee [within the faculty], which has rep-
resentation across the academic schools and 
works collaboratively to write committee letters 
on behalf of our applicants to medical school.”

According to McDowelle, the Office of Aca-
demic Advising was restructured so that all 
advisers were trained to be health professional 
advisers. As a result, students can have mul-
tiple pre-health professions advisers, includ-
ing Gibson, McDowelle said. Gibson said these 
advisers are overseen by the OHPAs, who help 
students on a case-by-case basis. 

Will Rice College sophomore Meg Cornaghie, 
who is also a part of the Rice/Baylor Medical 
Scholars Program, said the advising styles have 
changed since McDowelle left in December.

“I feel like [McDowelle] was more firm with 
pre-med requirements than [Gibson, my current 
adviser],” Cornaghie said. “For example, [Gib-
son] said that it’s fine to study abroad and fulfill 
my pre-med requirements later, whereas [Mc-
Dowelle] wanted us to finish our requirements 
before other experiences.”

Baker College senior Kunal Rayakar said that 
McDowelle was a very valuable advising resource.

“Dr. McDowelle was an insightful health 
advisor, whose candid advice and experi-
ence will be sorely missed by Rice’s pre-
medical community,” Rayakar said.

Pre-med advising revamped 
Departures of Pulido and McDowelle prompt changes

We now have five official 
health professions advi-
sors registered with the 
Association of American 
Medical Colleges.

Brian Gibson
Director of Academic Advising

by Zhifan Li
For the Thresher

Kinder Institute for Urban Research Co-Direc-
tor Michael Emerson is the new faculty leader for 
Global Urban Lab, a study abroad program orga-
nized by the School of Social Sciences.

Emerson said the reason for the leadership 
change is that both the Kinder Institute and 
Global Urban Lab prepare students for a global-
ized world. 

“With the support of the School of Social Sci-
ences and the university, the Kinder Institute is 
developing an Emerging Global Cities Initiative, 
and Global Urban Lab is an important compo-
nent of our strategy,” Emerson said.  “The pro-
gram allows for research to be conducted by 
students in world cities and helps develop con-
nections with scholars and officials from key 
locations around the globe.” 

Jones College freshman Yuan Chang said 
she is excited by the collaboration with the 
Kinder Institute. 

“The new connection with the Kinder Insti-
tute is a great chance to learn about urban re-
search and to publish papers,” Chang said.

According to the School of Social Sciences 
Gateway program website, the program offers 
an opportunity for students to study abroad by 
directly taking a course instead of applying for 
transfer credit. Students who submit the ap-
plication by Oct. 12 can get the chance to com-
plete an independent research project in Lon-
don starting  Jan. 7 during the spring semester 
of 2013 or in Istanbul from Feb. 23-March 3 
during spring break. There are four project 
themes: immigration, transportation, urban 
sports and city culture. Students will finish a 
10-page factual white paper about one of the 
themes. According to Dr. Emerson, the white 
paper that students complete will become part 
of the School of Social Sciences and Kinder In-

stitute’s paper series, which are paper collec-
tions about London and Istanbul. Internships 
for the London provider, CAPA International 
Education, are also available during the stay 
in London.

According to Associate Dean of the School 
of Social Sciences Ipek Martinez, students 
need to take three required courses — POST 
350: Global Urban Lab, SOSC 422: Internship 
Abroad and POST 359: Analyzing and Ex-
ploring the Global City: London-Modernity, 
Empire and Globalization — and choose two 
electives from a selection of seven, includ-
ing POST 351: Ethics in Media and POST 352: 
International Economics. 

Martinez said this year’s program will con-
centrate on the underground transportation 
system in London and the Olympic bid com-
mittee in Istanbul, Turkey. The program for 
the spring of 2013 will allow more time than 
in previous years with Rice faculty by expand-
ing three weeks of lecture time to five weeks, 
Martinez said.

Jones College senior Angie Bautista-Chavez 
said the she appreciated the opportunity to go 
abroad while doing meaningful work with the 
Global Urban Lab. 

“The Global Urban Lab allowed me to en-
gage in independent research projects that were 
meaningful to me, as well as live and work in 
one of the most interesting cities in the world,” 
Bautista-Chavez said.

McMurtry College senior Satoshi Mizu-
tani said the variety of activities made the 
trip unforgettable.

“Whether eating amazing Turkish food, vis-
iting with different city officials, meeting with 
the Olympic bid committee or being treated as 
celebrities at a local elementary school, Ms. Ipek 
Martinez and Dr. Melissa Marschall orchestrated 
a week that I will always remember as one of the 
greatest experiences of my life,” Mizutani said.

Global Urban Lab under new leader
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RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Sept. 13-19.

Residential Colleges
Will Rice College

Duncan College

Other Locations
Campanile Road
N/A

Sept. 13

Sept. 15

Sept. 14
Sept. 14

Theft- Bicycle. Bike found in pawn 
shop, arrest warrant filed on non-
Rice subject.
Theft- Bicycle. Non-Rice subject ar-
rested.

Non-Rice driver charged with DUI
University property found in eBay 
auction.  Property recovered.

0PUB
 from page 1

NEWS IN BRIEF

Trespasser by RMC
An individual soliciting magazines in 

front of the Rice Memorial Center was issued 
a criminal trespassing warning on Tuesday 
afternoon around 2 p.m., Rice University 
Police Department Captain Clemente Ro-
driguez said. The individual may have also 
been harassing students while soliciting 
magazines, he said. Rice does not allow 
solicitation on campus. The warning states 
that should the individual return to campus, 
he or she will be considered to be trespass-
ing, Rodriguez said.

-Brooke Bullock 

RMC Bathrooms
The Rice Memorial Center’s restroom 

renovations have been delayed due to 
budget and construction issues, but the 
restrooms are set to open by the Centennial 
Weekend, assistant dean of students and 
director of the student center and campus-
wide programs Boyd Beckwith said.

“The budget that was approved was no-
where near the budget that we were going 
in with, partially because there’s a glimmer 
of hope that this entire building would be 
renovated,” Beckwith said. “The process of 

finding a contractor who could do the things 
that we wanted at a price we could afford 
took us much longer than expected.”

The renovations include additional 
stalls, improved lighting, a drop-tile ceiling 
and a new air handler, which circulates air 
through the restroom, Boyd said.

“We found that the air handlers for those 
restrooms were original to the building,” 
Beckwith said. “They were 54 years old. You 
can imagine how ineffective they are at this 
point, so we had to coordinate a separately 
funded maintenance project to replace just 
the air handlers at the same time as the con-
tractors are renovating the restrooms.”

According to Boyd, a plywood barrier 
was originally in place to prevent people 
from climbing between the restrooms, and 
in the process of renovation, contractors 
replaced this barrier with a new, fire-
retardant one.

“With drop tiles, it’s really easy to get 
up into the ceiling, so we had to have a 
barrier go between the two restrooms,” 
Boyd said. “It was for security concerns 
that we needed a barrier, and to have a 
barrier, we needed one that was up to fire 
code. We did not actually have any fire 
code violations. The restructuring had 
nothing to do with the fire code.”

-Michael He

Got somethin’ on your mind?

email thresher-ops@rice.edu for details

et the entire Rice community read it.
Write a column for the Rice Thresher.L

Beckwith said that Willy’s Pub is working 
with V and W Permits, Inc., of which he is 
currently the president, to find a solution to 
their financial issues. V and W Permits, Inc. 
provides corporate supervision for the two 
on-campus pubs and was created on June 29, 
1990, when it became illegal for individuals 
or the university to hold an alcohol license, 
Beckwith said. ‘V and W’ stands for Valhalla 
and Willy’s Pub, according to Beckwith.

“I can clarify that [Willy’s Pub] is not 
closing down at the end of the month,” 
Beckwith said.

The board of V and W Permits, Inc. will 
be meeting to discuss Willy’s Pub’s financial 
issues and the future of the pub on Sept. 25, 
according to Beckwith. In the case that Wil-
ly’s Pub may close down, V and W Permits, 
Inc. would make the final decision through 
a vote, Beckwith said. The voting members 
of the board consists of the General Manager 
of Willy’s Pub, a representative of Valhalla’s 
managers, the board treasurer, an alumnus 
board member, and the board secretary. Ac-
cording to Beckwith, the president votes in 
the case of a tie.
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by Alex Tedesco
For The Thresher

A new project to benefit student well-
being, particularly mental health, will be 
instituted by the Wellness Center, Active 
Minds and the Rice Health Advisors starting 
on Sept. 21. “The Wellbeing Project” is a stu-
dent-led initiative to open up a conversation 
about well-being on campus by reintroduc-
ing the current programs focused on general 
wellbeing and mental health as well as start-
ing a new set of programs, according to RHA 
campus-wide coordinator Chris Keller. 

The project will target conflict and stress 
issues relevant to Rice students, Director of 
Student Development and Retention Kate 
Noonan said.

 “[It] will provide interactive and educational 
workshops to address a variety of wellness top-
ics, including academic stress, addressing inter-
personal conflicts [and] managing your obliga-
tions, among other topics,” Noonan said. 

To kick-start the Wellbeing Project, the Well-
ness Center is launching Wellbeing Week from 
Sept. 21 through Sept. 28, which will showcase 
various Wellbeing Project programs, as well as 
the people on campus associated with better-
ing students’ health. Through the kickoff week, 
students will learn to fully utilize the health 
resources provided to them, Keller, a Jones Col-
lege senior, said. 

Wellbeing Week will include activities that 
help students deal with stress, analyze lifetime 
goals, and become familiar with wellbeing and 
mental health resources, Keller said. A collabo-
ration between many campus organizations, 
the week will host an array of events with a va-
riety of different purposes including trips orga-
nized by Rice Outdoor Programs and Education. 
The Wellness Center will also be hosting various 
workshops, trainings, and talks centered on 
student well-being to open up conversation to 
these topics. On Sept. 25, RHAs of each college 
will host a study break in locations yet to be de-
termined.  All these events lead up to the night 
of Sept. 27, when Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson will host an open dialogue about 
happiness, success and well-being. 

“The event will be an informal, relaxed 
discussion meant to break down the barrier 
between students and faculty and open up the 
conversation to well-being,” Active Minds presi-
dent Emily Begnel said. 

In addition to these new special events, 
there will be returning events such as Nirvana 
sessions, which are guided imagery and medita-
tion sessions that promote relaxation.

According to Noonan, after the initial kickoff 
week, the Wellbeing Project will continue with 
regular programs throughout the entire year, 
and it will evolve and adapt to meet the needs of 
the student body.

Following talks between the Wellness Center 
and student leaders, a need to establish a posi-
tive outlook on mental health issues became 
clear, according to the Wellness Center website. 
The Wellbeing Project was modeled to mirror, 
in part, the methods previously used to combat 
campus alcohol issues by hosting talks and pro-
grams to inform students, according to Begnel, 
a Baker College sophomore.

Active Minds is a mental health awareness 
club that was asked to collaborate with the Well-
ness Center for the Wellbeing Project. 

“A lot of times there is a stigma associated 
with mental health, and a lot of times people 
don’t seek help,” Begnel, a Baker College sopho-
more, said. “Our goal is reduce that stigma, and 
to let people know it’s okay to get help when you 
need it.”  

The Wellbeing Project hopes to highlight the 
resources students have at Rice to deal with the 
stresses that accompany attending an academi-
cally rigorous school, as well as those present in 
everyday life, according to Keller. Keller said the 
project is a way to focus and talk more holisti-
cally about students’ well-being on campus.

Duncan College sophomore Morgan Sutter 
said she did not have previous knowledge of 
mental health resources. 

“Midterms are very stressful, and besides 
study breaks I had no idea Rice provided other 
resources to manage stress,” Sutter said. ”I’m 
excited to see what Wellbeing week has to offer.”

A full list of the Wellbeing Week events 
can be found on the Wellness Center web-
site, rcc.rice.edu.

Wellbeing Week launches

by Frances Hessel and Kevin Lin
For The Thresher

Rice was ranked seventh on a list of 
“Top 10 Colleges for Aspiring Entrepre-
neurs” by Unigo on Sept. 1. 

The 2013 Unigo College Rankings are 
based on student polls and voting, the Uni-
go website states. Unigo, a blog sector of 
the Huffington Post website, is a resource 
with more than 250,000 college reviews by 
students, according to the Unigo site. Ac-
cording to Unigo, the “top 10 schools for 
budding entrepreneurs” have exceptional 
programs in entrepreneurship and easily 
accessible resources for students hoping 
to start a program 
or company. 

Unigo refer-
enced the Rice 
Alliance for Tech-
nology and En-
t re p re n e u r s h i p 
and the 2012 Rice 
Business Plan 
Competition as 
justification for 
the ranking.

The Rice Alli-
ance for Technol-
ogy and Entre-
preneurship was 
formed in 2000 as 
an alliance among 
the George R. 
Brown School of 
Engineering, the 
Wiess School of 
Natural Sciences, 
the Jesse H. Jones 
Graduate School of 
Business, the Vice 
Provost of Inter-
disciplinary Initia-
tives and the Office 
of Research, the 
Rice Alliance web-
site states. Over 
the past 12 years, the Rice Alliance has helped 
launch over 250 startup companies, which 
have raised over $500 million collectively.

“In 2012, the Rice Business Plan Com-
petition, hosted at Rice, awarded $1.55 
million in prizes to competitors from 
across the globe who pitched their new 
technology business plans to judges who 
have already proven their abilities as ven-
ture capital investors,” the Unigo website 
states. “With such an amazing concen-
tration of talent and financing, it’s little 
wonder that Rice is one of the top 10 col-
leges for aspiring entrepreneurs.”

Dennis Qian (Will Rice ’12) said only one 
team from Rice is allowed to compete in the 
Rice Business Plan Competition, which was 
a centerpiece of the Unigo ranking.

“It has no benefit to Rice students 
and every benefit to tooting Rice’s horn,” 
Qian said.

Will Rice College junior Veronica Sa-
ron said Rice’s current resources for en-
trepreneurship are lacking. Saron, who 
helped coordinate 3 Day Startup, a col-
laborative computer programming event 
last year with Qian, said organizations 

Unigo lists Rice as one of top 
10 schools for entrepreneurs

UNIGO TOP 10 COLLEGES 
FOR ASPIRING 
ENTREPRENEURS

10. Babson College

 9. The University of Texas at Austin

 8. Baylor University

 7. Rice University

 6. Indiana University-Bloomington

 5. University of Miami

 4. University of Maryland-College Park

 3. University of Southern California

 2. University of Pennsylvania

 1. University of Oklahoma Norman

WRITE FOR

such as the Rice Alliance focus mainly on 
graduate students.

This is not the first time Rice has re-
ceived a high ranking in entrepreneur-
ship. In 2010, Rice was ranked No. 6 in 
the U.S. Princeton Review & Entrepre-
neur magazine, according to the Rice Al-
liance website.

Provost George McLendon said the 
rankings are well-founded.

“As one who is currently teaching a 
course on leadership and entrepreneur-
ship, I am impressed with the entrepreneur-
ial energy and creativity of our students,” 
McLendon said. “And as a serial entrepre-

neur myself, I 
think this ranking 
properly captures 
a real spirit of 
Rice. We are in the 
top few – higher 
than Stanford or 
MIT – in compa-
nies spawned per 
research dollar. 
With the continu-
ing advances of 
the Rice Alliance 
and the Jones 
School and with 
new activities like 
our BioScience 
Accelerator, Rice 
continues to offer 
great opportuni-
ties for our stu-
dents to be active 
participants in en-
trepreneurship.”

Qian said that 
Rice is starting 
to engage under-
graduates in en-
trepreneurship 
with grassroots 
attempts like 
the computer 

science club and its campus-wide hack-
athons. He said he recommends that 
students plug in to the Houston startup 
community if they are interested in entre-
preneurship. 

Saron said that students interested 
in entrepreneurship should look into 
college classes like COLL 207: Launch-
Entrepreneurship and LEAD 313: Entre-
preneurial Leadership.

Jones College freshman Charlotte Lar-
son said she has already sensed an entre-
preneurial spirit among students within 
her first month at Rice.

“In my Leadership 309 class, ‘Theory 
to Practice,’ we took a poll, and all but 
three students in the class hope to become 
entrepreneurs,” Larson said. “We learn 
leadership theories and analyze cases in 
which leaders put these into practice in 
this class, which is valuable to future en-
trepreneurs, as it teaches us to assess our 
own relative strengths and weaknesses as 
well. At Rice, I think it is common for stu-
dents to try to think outside the box and 
create their own projects, a key founda-
tion for entrepreneurs.”
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By Andrew Ta
Thresher Staff

McMurtry College was included on Fla-
vorWire’s list of “The Most Beautiful College 
Dorms in the World,” published on Sept. 14. 
McMurtry stands among 10 dormitories from 
locations around the world, including France, 
the Netherlands, Denmark and Slovenia.

According to the FlavorWire website, Fla-
vorpill Productions, LLC, covers international 
events, art, books, music, and pop culture.

In the article, McMurtry is described with 
a single phrase.

“If only our college dining hall was that 
awesome,” the website states.

According to the article, McMurtry Col-
lege, which opened in 2009, was designed by 
Hopkins Architects of London working in con-
junction with Hanbury Evans Wright Vlattas 
and Company.

McMurtry College president Peter Abra-
ham said that finding out he lives in what oth-

ers consider one of the most beautiful dorms 
in the world made him prouder to be not only 
a resident, but also a Rice student.

“Seeing the ranking made me appreci-
ate the building and facilities that we have 
here — not just at McMurtry but at Rice as a 
whole,” Abraham, a junior, said. “It’s really 
easy to take for granted that we live on one 
of the most beautiful college campuses in the 
world. Articles like the recent one are great 
for all Rice students because it reminds us 
how privileged we are to be living on such a 
beautiful campus.”

Sid Richardson College sophomore Kara 
van Schilfgaarde echoed Abraham’s opinion.

“It’s really exciting that Rice made that 
list,” Schilfgaarde said. “We know we have 
a beautiful school, but it’s nice to show the 
world that Lovett Hall isn’t our only architec-
tural masterpiece.”

McMurtry freshman Kate Nicholson said 
she specifically loves the sundeck and the 
McMurtry Commons.

“With beautiful wood, bright lights and 
wrap-around windows, [the ranking] is no 
surprise,” Nicholson said. “The underrated 
sundeck gives us a fantastic place to have 
fun, study and relax outside.”

McMurtry Master Karim Al-Zand said the 
commons was his favorite location.

“The McMurtry commons, which the list 

singles out in particular, is bright and color-
ful,” Al-Zand, an associate professor of music 
composition and theory, said. “Its design is 
also spacious and flexible enough to accom-
modate the considerable variety of events we 
hold there.”

Al-Zand said he appreciated McMurtry and 
Duncan College’s unique aesthetics.

“All of the buildings at Rice have a unique 
appearance, which I think is part of the 
charm of the campus,” Al-Zand said. “McMur-
try and Duncan’s aesthetic well-complements 
the modern look of other buildings like the 
Brochstein Pavilion and Brockman Hall.”

Jones College freshman Mario Aragon said 
he didn’t particularly find the college deserv-
ing of its placement on the list.

“You know the world has issues when Mc-
Murtry is picked as one of the most beautiful 
college dormitories in the [world], but [it’s] 
what can be expected when things as simple 
as dots on a wall are considered modern art,” 
Aragon said.

McMurtry College ranks amongst world’s most beautiful dorms

ElEna lacEy/thrEshEr

Seeing the ranking made me 
appreciate the building and 
facilities that we have here – 
not just at McMurtry, but at 
Rice as a whole. 

Peter Abraham
McMurtry College President

McMurtry College was listed as one of the world’s 10 most beautiful college dormitories by FlavorWire on Sept. 14, according to the FlavorWire website. Other dormitories on the list are located 
in France, the Netherlands, Slovenia and Denmark. 
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Bomb threats give university campuses scare
University of Texas at Austin and Louisiana State University among campuses to receive false threats

by Amanda MacDonald
For The ThreSher

Since last Friday, a string of false bomb 
threats have been made to four universities in 
the United States – the University of Texas at 
Austin, North Dakota State University, Hiram 
College and Louisiana State University – all 
resulting in temporary campus evacuations.

At UT, a bomb threat was called in at 8:35 
a.m. on Sept. 14 by a man claiming to be a 
member of al-Qaida, according to UT Presi-
dent’s Office spokesperson Gary Susswein. 
Susswein said the campus of 50,000 students 
and 20,000 faculty was notified to evacuate 
at 9:50 a.m., 10 minutes before the caller had 
said bombs would go off.  An all-clear was is-
sued before noon.

An evacuation order sent via text to all 
students read, “Evacuation due to threats on 
campus. Immediately evacuate all buildings. 
Get as far away from the buildings as possible. 
Further information to come.”

UT junior Katie Martin said she was con-
cerned about the administration’s decision to 
wait so long before issuing an evacuation and 
also of the vagueness about the cause of the 
evacuation.

“Although the threat was not carried out, 
the campus should have been informed soon-
er as to what the situation was and just how 

serious it was,” Martin said. “The texts were 
urgent, but not very descriptive, and because 
of this, I think a lot of people were unsure of 
how crucial the evacuation actually was.”

Victoria Cheng, a junior who was off cam-
pus the day of the bomb threat, also said she 
was concerned about the vague nature of the 
emergency text.

“It was weird that they weren’t being spe-
cific about what the threat was,” Cheng said. 
“I found out that it was a bomb threat on the 
news later.”

Susswein said the university administra-
tion is evaluating its response to the incident 
in order to better its evacuation plan.

“Whenever we have an incident of this lev-
el, we evaluate what was done right and what 
can be improved,” Susswein said. “Student 
safety is our number one priority.”

Despite their concerns, both Cheng and 
Martin said they trust the decisions made by 
the UT administration.

“I still feel safe here at UT,” Martin said. 
“Some might be frustrated, but I think the uni-
versity’s actions always had the students’ best 
interests in mind.”

A similar situation occurred at LSU on Sept. 
17. The university received a call saying there 
was a bomb on campus, according to the Times-
Picayune. An evacuation order was issued at 
11:32 a.m. via text, email and website update.

Unlike the situation at UT, LSU explicitly 
mentioned the bomb threat in its emergency 
message, which read, “A bomb threat has 
been reported on the LSU campus. Please 
evacuate as calmly and quickly as possible.”

LSU junior Moriah Purdy said there was a 
lot of confusion and frustration, but not nec-
essarily fear or panic, as an estimated 30,000 
students all tried to leave the campus at once. 
Buses were packed, and traffic quickly came to 
a standstill.

“People initially thought it was a joke, [so] 
they weren’t going to leave until everyone 
around them started leaving,” Purdy said. “No 
one seemed scared, but we all called [our] par-
ents to update them on the situation.”

Investigations by law enforcement led to 
the arrest of a suspect, William Bouvay Jr., 
late Tuesday night. Bouvay, a Baton Rouge 
resident, does not have any connection to LSU, 
nor do authorities believe he was responsible 
for the other three bomb threats, according to 
the Times-Picayune.

At Rice University, the Crisis Management 
Team would be responsible for handling 
an incident such as a bomb threat, accord-
ing to Rice University Police Department 
Chief Johnny Whitehead. The team, which 
is chaired by Vice President of Administra-
tive Affairs Kevin Kirby, includes members 
from RUPD and the Environmental Health 

and Safety Department, plus representatives 
from facilities around campus.

In response to the recent string of bomb 
threats, Whitehead said the Crisis Manage-
ment Team will be distributing a compre-
hensive checklist to the campus community 
detailing what to do in the case of receiving a 
bomb threat call.

The Crisis Management Team’s check-
list will be based off of the Bomb Threat Call 
Procedure published on the Department of 
Homeland Security’s website. The procedure 
includes a list of questions for the person re-
ceiving the call to ask the caller, as well as a 
checklist of details to pay attention to, such as 
background noises and the caller’s voice.

Exact evacuation plans depend on the type 
of incident. For example, the Crisis Manage-
ment Team would decide whether it was nec-
essary to evacuate all or only part of the cam-
pus, according to Whitehead.

Rice currently uses a variety of methods 
to issue an emergency message, including 
text, email and Rice’s public address system. 
There have not been any mass evacuations of 
Rice campus in recent history, according to 
Whitehead.

Calling in a false bomb threat is a Class A 
misdemeanor in the state of Texas, resulting in 
up to $4,000 in fines and/or up to a year in jail, 
according to Whitehead.

City task force fights obesity problem in Houston
by MileS Kruppa

ThreSher StaFF

Often called one of the fattest cities in 
America, Houston is now taking measures to 
get healthy. On Sept. 12, Mayor Annise Parker 
(Jones ’78) announced the creation of a new 
22-person task force called Healthy Houston, 
which is designed to encourage exercise, 
lower obesity rates and promote healthy eat-
ing in the Houston area, according to a City of 
Houston press release. 

The initiative will produce four ideas to be 
implemented dealing with promoting urban 
agriculture, making healthy and local foods 
more readily available, educating citizens on 
the risks of obesity and unhealthy lifestyles, 
and promoting physical activity programs. 
Parker said lowering obesity will have ben-
eficial side effects.

“We know obesity is a significant health 
threat in our city,” Parker said in the press 
release. “We want to tackle this issue with in-
novative ideas and thinking to help Housto-
nians make smart decisions to lead healthy 
lifestyles, prevent problems before they oc-
cur, lower healthcare costs, and increase pro-
ductivity and quality of life.”

The task force includes government of-
ficials, business owners and nonprofit rep-
resentatives, according to the press release. 
City of Houston sustainability director and 
task force member Laura Spanjian said she 

is optimistic about the task force’s solutions.
“I think this is a great initiative, and the 

task force is going to come up with great, 
concrete, implementable ideas to get people 
to lead healthy lifestyles and get physical ac-
tivity,” Spanjian said. “The task force is re-
ally action-oriented, and [we’re] really going 
to work on finding things [we] can implement 
in the Houston community.”

The 2010 Houston Area Survey conducted 
by Rice University sociology professor Stephen 
Klineberg showed that 28 percent of fourth-
graders, 17 percent of kids age 15-18 and 29 
percent of adults in Harris County were obese. 
Spanjian, who in her role as sustainability di-
rector educates citizens about eating healthily 
and locally, said she thinks Houston’s reputa-
tion as a fat city is overblown.

“I think it is a stereotype, and I think we 
have definitely gotten much better in [reduc-
ing] the number of obese citizens,” Spanjian 
said. “But we’re a very large city, a sprawling 
city, and people drive a lot. It’s not as easy 
to get around places without driving, so I 
think that can contribute [to the amount of 
obesity].”

Spanjian said she thinks making Houston 
more active during everyday activities will 
greatly help reduce obesity rates.

“I think encouraging alternative transpor-
tation is important,” Spanjian said. “When 
people walk to the bus or rail or they bike to 
work or they walk to work, those are great 

ways of getting physical activity every single 
day. The more we can encourage that and 
provide infrastructure and resources, the 
better.”

At Rice, the Rice Health Advisors also 
have a task force focused on body image and 
nutrition. Sid Richardson College sophomore 
and RHA Kate Travis, a member of the body 
image and nutrition task force, said the cre-
ation of task forces to fight health issues are 
important to Houston and Rice.

“Having students and the people of Hous-
ton be active and fit helps people do well in a 
lot of other areas,” Travis said. 

“Having good physical wellness will, at 
Rice, help you do better academically, and it 
will increase your confidence, so I definitely 
support [these initiatives].”

Young professionals happy in Houston
A recent list published by Forbes ranked Houston 20th among other 

U.S. “Cities with the Happiest Young Professionals.” The rankings 
were based on factors such as work-life balance, work environment, 
growth potential and compensation. This ranking comes after Forbes 
ranked Houston the “Coolest City in America” in August.

Jones College junior Mahima Dhume said she is surprised Houston 
is not ranked higher than 20th.

“Great weather, great diversity, good standard of living – I can 
see why a lot of people would want to work here,” Dhume said. “I’m 
currently looking at medical schools, but if I were looking for a job, 
Houston would definitely be my first choice.”

Trader Joe’s opens on Shepherd
Trader Joe’s is opening today in the Montrose area in the former 

building of the historic Alabama Theater on South Shepherd Drive in 
Houston. Trader Joe’s is a specialty grocery store known for its wide 
range of gourmet and organic items. Two other locations opened on 
Sept. 8 in The Woodlands and Fort Worth, marking the first Trader Joe’s 
locations in Texas. 

Duncan College senior Hannah Bosley said she is excited for 
the opening.

“I love how Trader Joe’s has Whole Foods-style food like 
organic and fair-trade products, but it’s way cheaper,” Bosley said. 
“Everything is delicious, especially the peanut-butter filled pretzels.”

Local News for the greater Houston area

– Joey Capparella

ILLUSTRATION BY DARLENA TRAN



TORCHY’S TACOS:
2411 S. Shepherd Drive
Austin, Texas, transplant 
Torchy’s Tacos has made 
an impression on the 
palates of many Housto-
nians, including Rice stu-
dents. Though the line 
is usually out the door, 
the tacos are worth the 
wait, and the chips and queso arrive as soon as 
you snatch a table. Torchy’s green chile queso, 

mixed with guacamole and diab-
lo sauce, has a full body of flavor 
and a refined hot-sauce kick. If 
the names of the tacos do not en-
tice you, the laundry list of high-
er-end taco ingredients, such as 
hand-battered fried shrimp and 
Jamaican jerk chicken, will.
 

REEF:
2600 Tra-
vis Street
Easily ac-

cessible by light rail or 
car, Reef offers an upscale 
interpretation of Texas Gulf seafood. Definitely on 
the expensive end of Houston’s dining spectrum, 
Reef is the fine-dining flagship of local restaura-
teur and chef Bryan Caswell. In 2009, Caswell was 
named Best New Chef from Food & Wine Maga-
zine, and he more recently appeared on The Next 
Iron Chef on Food Network.

  
LITTLE BIGS: 
2703 Montrose Boulevard
Chef Caswell’s more ca-
sual restaurant, Little Bigs 
is a creative take on the 
traditional slider. These 
smaller cousins of the 
hamburger are perfect for 
sampling, and the french 
fries are made-to-order. Little Bigs also boasts 
a very impressive wine list and a wide range of 
paired craft beers. For those underclassmen that 
choose sobriety during Families’ Weekend, the 
milkshakes are also delicious.

6. TURRELL 
SKYSPACE:
Last spring, noted 
visual artist James 
Turrell brought his 
signature creative use 
of light to Rice Univer-
sity. This impressive 
space changes color to actively complement 
and highlight the surrounding natural light-
ing and environment. The skyspace is best 
appreciated during dawn and dusk every day 
of the week except for Tuesday.

7.  SHEPHERD 
SCHOOL: 
To conclude Families’ Week-
end, noted Shepherd Music 
School professor Thomas Jaber 
will celebrate his 25th year at 
Rice with a concert highlight-
ing Shepherd musicians and 
composers. This capstone 
event will take place on Sun-
day at 9 p.m.

8. PHILS VS. SPOCO: 
In what has become a Families’ Weekend tra-
dition, Rice a capella squares up against im-
provisational comedy as two leading campus 
clubs put on a combined performance. This 
epic duel will take place at 8 p.m. on Friday 
at Lovett College.

THE MENIL COLLECTION: 
1515 Sul Ross Street
Houston’s main artis-
tic and cultural center 
turns 25 this year, and 
it is throwing a birthday 
party. The Menil Collec-
tion began in the early 
20th century as John de 
Menil and his wife Domi-
nique Schlumberger championed modern art in 
Houston throughout their lives and opened up 
its impressive collection to the general public 
in 1987. The festivities for this Saturday include 
a birthday cake on the lawn and a speech from 

Rice alum and cur-
rent Houston Mayor 
Annise Parker (Jones 
‘78) at 4 p.m. The 
party itself goes from 
3-6 p.m.
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1. BLACK WALNUT: 
A short walk from campus down 
Morningside, this family-friendly 
restaurant has a large range of of-
ferings suitable for even the pickiest 
younger siblings. The fare is mostly Ameri-
can comfort food, and the price for an entree 
ranges from $10-15.

2. SWIRLL: 
As an alternative to more tra-
ditional desserts Swirll is a lo-
cal example of how the frozen 
yogurt trend has gained trac-
tion in Houston. For those new 
to this movement, the process 
consists of selecting a yogurt 
type and then adding a wide 
range of toppings. The price is 
then determined by the overall 
weight of the cup. While it can 
be an affordable dessert, it is 
easy to get blinded by excite-
ment in the toppings section.
  

3. LOCAL FOODS:
Local Foods is a recent addition to the Hous-
ton dining scene, and prominently features  
produce from local farms. The food is earthy, 
and ranges from light salads to more substan-
tial offerings like their gourmet sandwiches.

4. KAHN’S DELI: 
Located in Rice Village, Kahn’s sources its 
delicious sandwiches and bread from small 
local establishments and providers whenever 
possible. The Thresher recommends trying 
“Rice Owl’s Hoot,” a smoked turkey sand-
wich that comes with the signature “Hoot 
Sauce” and is modestly priced at only $9. 
Kahn’s also offers a large selection of craft 
beers and wines.

5. OWLS 
FOOT-
BALL: 
Come support 
the Owls as they 
take on the Marshall 
University Thunder-
ing Herd. The Owls have  
already proven themselves 
with their dramatic win over B o w l 
Championship Series competitors in Kansas 
and should be hungry for a win after a tough 
loss to Louisiana Tech University. The game 
begins at 2:30 p.m. but be sure to stop by ear-
lier for tailgating.

Family Weekend hot spots
What to do with your parents this weekend

Rice UniversityRice Village

1

2

3

4

5

6
7

8

Rice and the Village:
Where to walk

by Reed Thornburg
FeatureS Editor

This week marks Rice’s annual Families’ 
Weekend, when parents and siblings alike 
flock to campus and attempt to make sense 
of Rice’s distinctive culture. Usually Rice 
students have no problem filling free time, 
but when forced to entertain visiting family 
members, time seems to stand still. In order 
to help with that dilemma, the Thresher has 
compiled a list of activities and restaurants. 
These options vary from short walks from 
campus to longer drives through Houston 
and satisfy a spectrum of different interests. 
For those locations farther away than Rice 
Village, you can use a “QR reader” on your 
smartphone for instant directions. Use this as 
a helpful list of suggestions, and do not stress 
too much; there is plenty of time for stress 
during midterms next week.

Houston Museum District 
shuttle departs from Ley Stu-
dent Center at 2, 3 and 
4 p.m. Friday

ST. ARNOLD’S BREWERY 
TOUR: 
2000 Lyons Avenue
Founded in 1994 by Rice 
graduates Brock Wagner 
(Lovett ’87) and Kevin Bar-
tol (Sid Rich ’81), St. Ar-
nold’s Brewery offers tours 
of its facilities on week-
days at 3 p.m. and on Sat-
urdays from 11 a.m.2 p.m. 

The tour is $7 and includes 
a souvenir glass and refills 
of their signature brews. If 
you decide to tour on Friday, 
make sure to bring closed-
toed shoes; they are required 
during production hours.Onto Houston ... 

You’ll need a car
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Middle blocker Jillian Humphrey spikes the ball during Tuesday’s game against the 
University of Houston, finishing the evening with eight kills. Women’s Volleyball 
beat Houston 3-0 to open C-USA play.

MATHISON INGHAM/THRESHER

MEGH GORE/THRESHER

Wiess College freshmen Ryan Deal and Isabel Scher play Adam and Eve in “In the 
Beginning,” one of seven new Weiss Freshman One-Acts. The plays can be seen 
tonight and tomorrow night in the Wiess commons at 8 p.m.

Baker College senior Andie Obermeyer revs up the crowd during the women’s 
volleyball game against the University of Houston.

Students brave the rain for RPC’s Screw Yer Roomate on Sept. 14. Decked out in a wide array of costumes, students search for their costume counterparts 
in this classic Rice tradition. Despite the rain, the event was not moved inside to the RMC’s Grand Hall, as it has been in previous years.



MATHISON INGHAM/THRESHER

Middle blocker Jillian Humphrey spikes the ball during Tuesday’s game against the 
University of Houston, finishing the evening with eight kills. Women’s Volleyball 
beat Houston 3-0 to open C-USA play. MATHISON INGHAM/THRESHER

Rice hosted its home cross country invitational on Sept. 14. Schools from all across 
Texas came to compete in a 5,700 meter race located at the intramural fields. Rice 
placed third in the meet. 

ROSHEEM BROWNE/THRESHER

GAHBRIELLE ARMARDI/THRESHER

MEGH GORE/THRESHER

The Rice Art Gallery opened a new exhibit featuring African American art. In a move 
away from installation art, the exhibit features both 2-D and 3-D pieces. 

Weiss freshmen Sean Doyle and Eric Stone perform in single act play “An Ongoing 
Examination on the True Meaning of Life” as part of Wiess’s Freshman One-Acts.
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Too little, too late for Owls in loss at Louisiana Tech

Owls falter early, unable to overcome deficit
by Teddy Grodek

Thresher Staff

Rice University has been playing well 
in the fourth quarter so far. The Owls have 
moved the ball down the field, found big 
defensive stops and made game-changing 
plays. The Owls look like a team that could 
win football games – if you only watch the 
fourth quarter.

Unfortunately for Rice, that comes with 
the team typically down a couple of touch-
downs and hoping to mount an improbable 
comeback. To the Owls’ credit, they pulled it 
off against the University of Kansas. In their 
only win so far this season, the Owls were 
down nine headed into the fourth. The team 
has been outscored 50-13 in the first quarter 
this year – not a recipe for football success.

Last week, against Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity, the Owls ended up down 21-0 before 
fans even had a chance to turn on the televi-
sion, putting themselves in a hole they simply 
could not escape. Once the offense started 
stringing drives together, Rice scored consis-
tently, but it was not enough to make up for 
the early deficit. The Owls ended up losing 
56-37.

“We’re obviously coming off a game where 
offensively we had some production,” Offen-
sive Coordinator John Reagan said. “But obvi-
ously not as much as we needed.”

Kicker Chris Boswell had another strong 
game, however, breaking the school record 

for most career field goals while also tying 
the school record for the longest field goal, 
booting a 57-yarder that had a few extra 
yards in it.

“It was a great hold, snap, and he did get 
through the ball,” Assistant Head Coach Dar-
rell Patterson said. “Our kicking game has 
been consistent for the most part.”

This was also Boswell’s seventh field goal 
of more than 50 yards, another school record, 
and a total that places him in a tie for first in 
the country from 50 or more yards.   

Fortunately for the Owls, their opponent 
this week – the Marshall University Thunder-
ing Herd – has not exactly been earth-shat-
tering in the first quarter of this season. With 
only 17 points in the three first quarters of this 
season, the Marshall offense has also taken 
some time to acclimate to the game – some-
thing in which Rice fans can potentially take 
solace. However, the team has scored abun-
dantly once they got going, averaging just 
over 27 points per game on the year.

“If we continue to work on starting fast 
and continue to keep doing what we’re do-
ing, we’ll be able to get better and continue 
to progress throughout the year,” junior run-
ning back Charles Ross said. “As a team, even 
though we lost, I feel like we’ll be able to 
bounce back this week.”

Marshall, coming off a 20-10 win in the 
Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Bowl against Florida Inter-
national University last season, is one of the 
favorites to make the Conference USA cham-

pionship this season. This game should be 
another shootout for Marshall, which has one 
of the best offenses in the conference.

Marshall began the year with a prime-time 
69-34 loss to West Virginia University, which 
is ranked eighth in the country. Marshall, 
however, showed its depth and scored 34 
points on a strong team. 

The Herd followed up the defeat with an 
impressive 52-24 victory against Western Car-
olina University before being losing to Ohio 
University 27-24.  

The Thundering Herd currently ranks first 
in the nation in passing yards per game, with 
sophomore quarterback Rakeem Cato throw-
ing for over 1,200 yards in three games. After 
a streaky freshman year, he looks like the 
leader Marshall always suspected he could 
be. Look for Marshall to take advantage of 
a banged-up Rice secondary by going deep 
early and often.

The running game for Marshall has been 
more sporadic, with four different running 
backs all getting more than 10 touches this 
season.

Marshall’s defense has struggled at times 
and will most likely give the Owls scoring op-
portunities. Whether or not Rice can capital-
ize on Marshall’s young defensive line and 
backfield will be one of the deciding factors 
of the game. Without former star Vinny Curry, 
who is now playing on Sundays, the Marshall 
defense looks drastically different than it did 
last year.

“I’m so glad that Vinny Curry isn’t playing 
against us. He had the game of his life against 
us,” Reagan said. “He may have gotten draft-
ed based on his game against us last year.”

The Thundering Herd does have some dif-
ficulties lining up against Rice and its wealth 
of offensive weapons. It will be difficult for 
them to stop the combined running attack of 
Ross, averaging over seven yards per carry 
this season, and junior Turner Petersen. In 
addition, every team is worried about quar-
terback Taylor McHargue, who looks much 
improved in his junior season.

“We have our work cut out for us and have 
to have a great week of preparation,” Marshall 
Head Coach Doc Holliday said at his Monday 
press conference. “It starts with the quarter-
back with Rice. He can beat you with his feet. 
He has rushed for over 200 yards, and he can 
throw it. He created issues for us a year ago 
with the different options and types of plays 
he runs. We will have to do an extremely good 
job on defense to contain him.”

This is a winnable game for the Owls, 
which is crucial before the Bayou Bucket ri-
valry game against the University of Houston 
the following week at Reliant Stadium. The 
game could very well be won in the first quar-
ter, by whichever team starts off with an early 
lead and does not lose momentum. 

“We want to be able to make a bowl game 
this year,” Ross said. “Starting off conference 
strong would be a big help, so hopefully we 
can come out with a win.”

The Owls were unable to find any breathing room during the first quarter against Louisiana Tech, falling behind 21-0. The team has been outscored 50-13 in the first quarter this season.   
    

Keys to the Game Players to watch
•	 Charles	Ross	–	Coming off of a 116-yard game against Louisiana Tech, 

hopefully he can maintain his momentum and force opposing teams 
to respect the running game, opening the field up even more for the 
offense. 

•	 Julius	White	–	The sophomore free safety has had 21 tackles in his 
first two career starts and is currently second on the team. In addition 
to forcing two fumbles already this season, White has stepped into 
the Owls’ secondary nicely.

•	 Jordan	 Taylor	 –	 Another sophomore who has made an impact, he 
leads the team with 205 receiving yards on 15 catches. It is hard for 
McHargue to miss his 6-foot-5-inch frame.

•	 Start	early	–	Given a little momentum, Marshall’s offense could be 
very difficult to stop. A quick score combined with a quick stop could 
really help the Owls.

•	 Stay	balanced	– The Owls’ offensive play calling has been impres-
sively balanced this season. Keep this trend up to keep opposing de-
fenses off-balance. Rice has too many weapons to focus on just one.

•	 Apply	some	pressure	–	Granted, Rice has played some impressive of-
fensive lines so far this year, but pressure is needed to help the back-
field. Rice’s four sacks put it in a tie for 78th in the country.  

MATHISON	INGHAM/THreSHer
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The Fifth Lap

For Rice Men’s Basketball, it feels like 
the dream has been put on hold. 

I won’t say it’s over. The program has 
made too many strides in the five years 
since their 3 win season in 2007-2008 to 
just give up on it. But with the recent de-
partures of Arsalan Kazemi and Omar Ora-
by, the fifth and sixth players to have left 
the team before the end of their eligibility 
since last season, the dream feels at least 
postponed.

The dream, for me as a fan, had two 
basic pieces. Piece one was watching Rice 
become a specific type of team. Piece two 
was seeing that team achieve great results. 

When I say type of team, it’s the old-
school, romanticized, story-worthy type 
of team. It’s a team mixing hungry, time-
tested veterans with fun loving, dynamic 
young players. It’s a team that’s cohesive 
and passionate and plays hard from start 
to finish. It’s a team that can overcome 
adversity, and that has players who know 
when to take a game over and when to help 
a teammate star. It’s a team that combines 
all these things, and goes out to beat teams 
far more talented on paper. 

The second piece of that dream is the 
result. For Rice, that result could be an 
NCAA or NIT berth, depending on how 
ambitious you’re feeling, but either one 
would be an exciting step forward. 

And what’s tough to swallow is that at 
the end of last year, the dream seemed like 
it might finally be tangible for Rice’s men’s 
basketball team. 

You had the veterans in Kazemi and 
guard Tamir Jackson. They had been 
through the growing pains of this program. 
They had taken the bruising losses, and 
celebrated in the hallmark victories. And 
on the court, they seemed to complement 
each other perfectly. Jackson was cool, col-
lected, and always confident. Kazemi was 
exciting and contagiously passionate. 

You had Oraby, the story of untapped 
talent being transformed. The 7-foot-2-inch 
Egyptian national came here as a very large 
man, and grew into an effective player. 

And you had the young, impact play-
ers in Dylan Ennis (who made the C-USA 
Freshman team), Jarelle Reischel, and Ju-
lian DeBose.  

Last year, they put together a winning 
record (including a win at Texas A&M), 
and claimed a post-season tournament 
berth. And as the season came to a close, 
you couldn’t help but feel like maybe it was 
a stepping stone to even greater things.

Now, of those above, only Jackson and 
DeBose are left. 

The reality is that this kind of turnover 
is more the rule than the exception in col-
lege basketball. According to Athletic Di-
rector Rick Greenspan, the NCAA saw over 
450 basketball transfers in the past year. 
This is a world where talent isn’t expected 
to stay put, where coaches recruit players 
with the expectation that they won’t stay 
four years. This is the world where Ken-
tucky wins the national championship 
with a group of teenage, future first-round 
picks whose plan was always to turn pro 
the next year. 

But at Rice, as with so many other 
things, to be successful we have to be 
the exception. We have to recruit and de-
velop players who want to contradict the 
prevailing trends, players who want to be 
Rice athletes and Rice students, with ev-
erything that comes along with that, for 
four years. We have to recruit and develop 
players who understand all the costs and 
rewards that come with Rice basketball, 
and are excited by them.  

The 2012-2013 Rice Owls basketball 
team might still be exciting. On paper they 
look undersized and unproven. They are 
definitely young: the only upperclassman 
besides Jackson is junior college transfer 
Austin Ramljak.  

But it’s a team that should be playing 
with a chip on its shoulder, which should 
be relishing its opportunity to redefine 
Rice basketball. It’s a group of guys who 
will be scrappy, creative, and will play 
hustle basketball. It’s a unit with a confi-
dent, undisputed leader in Jackson, and 
with followers who don’t know any better 
but to win basketball games. 

If they put together a good run, this 
team could be one of the best sports stories 
of the spring, even of the year. 

Until then, though, we’re left waiting 
and wondering about the dream that could 
have been, the dream could now be com-
ing to a premature end. 

 Gabe  Cuadra

On the journey ahead for men’s basketball

Friday, Sept. 14
Volleyball vs. Cal State Northridge, 
Houston Baptist
L 3-0, W 3-1 — Tudor Fieldhouse 
Women’s Cross Country at Rice Invi-
tational
2nd/14 — Rice Intramural Fields 
Men’s Cross Country at Rice Invita-
tional 
2nd/14 — Rice Intramural Fields
Soccer vs. Oklahoma 
T 1-1 — Rice Soccer Stadium 

Saturday, Sept. 15
Football vs. Louisiana Tech University 
L 56-37 — Ruston, La.  
Volleyball vs. Texas Tech University
W 3-0 — Tudor Fieldhouse 

Sunday, Sept. 16
Soccer vs. Sam Houston State
W 2-0 — Rice Soccer Stadium
Men’s Tennis at Racquet Club Invita-
tional
All day — Midland, Texas
Women’s Tennis at Midland Invite
All day — Midland, Texas

Tuesday, Sept. 18
Women’s Volleyball vs. University of 
Houston
W 3-0 — Tudor Fieldhouse 

Friday, Sept. 21
Volleyball vs. University of Memphis 
7  p.m. — Memphis, Tenn.

Soccer vs. University of Tulsa
7 p.m. — Rice Soccer Stadium

Saturday, Sept. 22
Football vs. Marshall University
2:30 p.m. — Rice Stadium

Sunday, Sept. 23
Soccer vs. Southern Methodist Uni-
versity
1 p.m. — Rice Soccer Stadium
Volleyball vs. University of Alabama 
at Birmingham 
1 p.m. — Birmingham, Ala. 
Golf  at Mason Randolph Champion-
ship
All day — Franklin, Tenn.
Men’s Tennis at Baylor Invitational
All day - Waco, Texas 
Women’s Tennis at University of Tex-
as Tournament  
All day — Austin, Texas

Thursday, Sept. 27
Women’s Cross Country at Paul Short 
Invitational, Islander Splash, Grass 
Routes XC Fesitval 
11 a.m., 6:20 p.m., TBA 

OWLOOK
This Week in Sports

Results Upcoming
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The transfers of Kazemi and Oraby occur 
on the heels of Marco Morcos’s departure 
from the team. During his time at Rice, Mor-
cos, an Egyptian native, played a major role 
in recruiting – particularly in bringing Kaze-
mi, Oraby and many of last year’s recruiting 
class to the team, according to the Houston 
Chronicle.

While Braun declined to comment on any 
potential role of Morcos in the departure of 
the players and Morcos could not be reached 
for comment, Jackson said he felt that Morcos 
was a reason behind the player exodus. 

“His relationship with the players he re-
cruited was great,” Jackson said. “I do think 
their departure had to do with Coach Morcos 
… I’m guessing because they were close to 
him.”

Morcos has left schools amid scrutiny over 
his recruiting practices in the past. Morcos 
previously coached high school ball at the 
LEAP Academy, a charter school in Newark, 
NJ. According to a document from the Com-
missioner of Education in New Jersey, while 
there, Morcos was involved in a scandal 
where three basketball players were ultimate-
ly deemed ineligible. 

Two of the players came in from out of 
state and were wrongfully registered at the 
school, and a third was wrongfully given a  
“Katrina waiver” to play immediately after 
transferring, although it was later discovered 
that the student was not affected by the hur-
ricane. Marcos left the school for a position as 
Director of Basketball Operations at Univer-
sity of Alabama at Birmingham, and the LEAP 
academy was put on probation. 

This infraction concerning the wrongful 
Katrina waiver is of particular interest since 
Oraby is currently seeking his own “hardship 
waiver” to forego the one year he would have 
to sit out according to NCAA rules. 

Morcos has been invested in Oraby’s ca-
reer since his departure from Rice; according 
to Joseph Duarte of the Houston Chronicle, 
Morcos actually joined Oraby on his trip to 
the USC campus. 

Morcos’ assumption of the position of 

Coming off three straight victories at home, the Owls 
hit the road this weekend to face Conference USA foes 
Memphis and the University of Alabama, Birmingham. 

Winning streak 
takes Owls to 8-7

Recaps, details and betting lines 
Powderpuff Scouting Notebook: Week 2

WHAT IS A LINE? 
The spread, or “line,” of a game refers to the 
expected point differential between the two 
competing teams. In any matchup the favor-
ite is the team giving, or “laying,” points, sig-
nified by a negative number indicating the 
margin by which they are projected to win. 
Picking a favorite means betting that their to-
tal points, less the spread, will be more than 
the points scored by the underdog. The same 
applies for the underdog, only with points 
added instead of subtracted. 

Sean Lee/threSher

Jones vs. Will Rice (19-0) - 
Jones’ running game looked impressive and 
absolutely lit up Will Rice. They were able to 
score three touchdowns. The defense also 
looked strong, holding Will Rice’s offense in 
check throughout the game. Will Rice went 
2-5 last year, scoring just 31 points during 
the season, and looks to be in trouble this 
season after their struggles last week. Jones 
seems much improved after an 0-7 record last 
season. Jones’ freshman class looks strong 
offensively, and the 19 points from Week 1 
were more than they scored in any game last 
season. 

Sid Richardson vs. Brown (20-12) - 
Brown held Sid to 13-12 for most of the game.  
Sid was able to put together long drives for 
most of the game, while Brown scored on two 
big plays. Maybe Brown is just extremely ex-
plosive, but it’s more likely that they should 
have lost by more than eight points. Sid’s 
defense looked out of sorts in the first half 
and allowed 12 points but tightened up for a 
scoreless second half. Sid will be tested this 
week against a Baker team that has come out 
firing on all cylinders. 

Wiess  vs. Martel (20-0) - 
Wiess again looked markedly improved from 
last season, showing a vastly more potent 
offense. Despite a respectable defense last 
season, Wiess still had a -86 point differen-
tial, mostly due to an offense that struggled 
to get on the board most games. All of that 
seems to have changed this season, with the 
defense looking as strong as ever and the of-

fense appearing to have found much-needed 
help in the freshman class. It should be noted, 
however, that Martel was missing its starting 
quarterback. After coming into the game as 
9.5-point underdogs, Wiess has put the rest 
of the league on notice that they’re going to 
be much more of a threat this year. The South 
continues to look absolutely loaded, with Bak-
er, Sid, Lovett, Wiess and Hanszen all project-
ing to be at least respectable. 

Lovett vs. McMurtry (7-6)  - 
This game was paused after three quarters 
on Sunday night to be completed Monday. 
Lovett got ahead early but was unable to ex-
tend the lead, with McMurtry scoring in the 
third quarter but unable to convert the extra 
point. Lovett’s defense made critical stops 
throughout the game but seems to have 
lost some of its explosiveness offensively. 
Teams also should not discount McMurtry 
this year, as the team looks significantly 
better through two weeks after its sub-par 
performance last season. With a spread of 
13.5 points, this game was much closer than 
anticipated. Either Lovett is not as good as 
expected or McMurtry is much better than 
originally thought. My guess is that the 
truth lies somewhere in between. 

Baker  vs. Duncan (7-0 at halftime) -  
The two will continue the game this week, 
though it has yet to have been rescheduled. 
Through the first two quarters, Baker’s run 
game still looks as solid as ever. Baker also 
has an interesting match coming up this 
week against Sid.

the Thresher’s 
Week 2 Powderpuff lines

Duncan (-2.5) vs. Brown 
Baker (-5.5) vs. Sid

Lovett (-2.5) vs. Hanszen
Wiess (-6.5) vs. Will Rice

0EXODUS
 from page 1

Director of Basketball Operations at UAB 
coincided with a commitment from a player 
named Terrence Roderick, whom Morcos 
coached in AAU ball, according to Morcos’ 
biography on the UAB website. When Morcos 
left for Rice after a year he was followed al-
most immediately by Roderick. 

Moving into the future, Braun said he be-
lieves he needs to sell students on the true 
value of Rice.

“We want to put together a staff and play-
ers who I believe will really succeed at Rice 
and really value their experience here,” Braun 
said.  “We have to build that culture and then 
solidify it. We want players to think ‘Maybe 
playing a few more minutes isn’t worth trans-
ferring from Rice.’”

Jackson also acknowledged the difficulty 
associated with retaining players.

“There isn’t really much a coach can do” 
Jackson said. “Players leave schools every 
year due to multiple reasons, and most of the 
time it is because of playing time. 

But I guess players should always keep 
this in the back of their heads when deciding 
to leave a school or not: The grass isn’t always 
greener on the other side, it is greener where 
you water it.”

In looking forward to next season, Braun 
said he and his staff will have to work toward 
rebuilding the team. The roster officially has 
six open spots, and the coaching staff will 
have to make the best of the situation by 
finding walk-ons or other athletes who can 
contribute at a high enough level to help the 
Owls overcome the loss of a the team’s super-
star and multiple promising players from last 
year’s freshman class

Jackson, however, is not deterred by the 
huge player turnover and its impact on the 
upcoming season.

“The only problem I think that we are 
facing is people counting us out and talking 
down on us because of what is happening and 
not having faith in the guys we have” Jackson 
said. “Because we have already heard nega-
tive things about us on the internet and on 
campus, I just want to say, don’t count us out 
just yet.”

Ryan Glassman and Bhagwat Kumar contrib-
uted to this article. 
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by Ian Chiang
Thresher Staff 

Injuries are a part of sports. Whether it is at 
the professional level or just high school ath-
letics, injuries can plague athletes and prevent 
them from practicing and competing. Yet the toll 
injuries can take on athletes, both mentally and 
physically, is unknown to the average sports fan. 
What exactly does an athlete at a highly competi-
tive level go through during the process of recov-
ering from a severe injury?

Marie Thompson, a senior on the Rice wom-
en’s cross country team, experienced firsthand 
how serious injuries can be to an athlete but now 
focuses her attention to the current season post 
injury. On Sept. 14, Thompson and nine other 
runners competed for Rice at the Rice Invita-
tional. With a time of 13:01 in a 3,800-meter race, 
Thompson led the Rice squad to a second-place 
finish. She finished seventh out of 138 runners, 
noteworthy considering this was her first race 
back after battling injuries for the last 18 months. 

“I was so excited to race - it was so fun to be 
back on the line again,” Thompson said. “I was 
nervous a few weeks ago, but last week, we had a 
workout where I felt great, and something in my 
brain switched from ‘I’m healthy’ to ‘I’m healthy, 
and I’m ready to race again.’” 

Head Coach Jim Bevan said he was incredibly 
pleased with Thompson’s performance over the 
weekend. 

“She picked up where she left off. Thompson 
is going to be much better as the season pro-
gresses; she got started with a very good race 
after a long break, and I know she will only get 
better,” Bevan said.

Thompson, who said she had apprehensions 
about her first race back, was also pleased. 

“I think the race went pretty well,” Thomp-
son said. “Nothing can really prepare you for 
that special kind of race day pain, but overall, I 
thought it was a good effort, and I’m happy and 
relieved to have a solid start.”

Thompson said her injury was concentrated 
around her hip.

“It’s a long story, and we’re not really sure 
how it started, but toward the end of my junior 
year cross country season, my legs were not 
right,” Thompson said. “I continued to race into 
that indoor season, but by then I had a lot of pain 
in my right hip. Over the course of the next year, I 
saw a lot of doctors, trainers, surgeons, physical 
therapists and chiropractors who each had dif-
ferent opinions of what was going on.”

Thompson described the pain she perse-
vered through last year as a junior. 

“Essentially, through over-training or bad 
shoes, the back part of my right leg had shut 
down,” Thompson said. “My glutes and ham-
strings were just not firing, and the front of 
my hip, quad and IT band had to compensate. 
By the time I stopped running and realized 
how serious the issue was, there were strains 
and inflammation in a lot of muscles in the 
front of my hip, and it was a frustrating trial-
and-error process of rehab and treatment to 
see what my body would respond to.”

Injuries can be physically deteriorating for 
an athlete. However, injuries can also impact 
the mental toughness of an athlete. It can be 
extremely difficult to cope with missing com-
petitions while enduring through the entire 
recovery and healing process. 

Bevan understands what it takes for an 
athlete at the college level to recover from 
injuries. 

“It is very frustrating for any high-achiev-
ing athlete,” Bevan said. It is even tougher 
when they enjoy the basic act of running and 
they can’t run without pain. It is very much a 
day-to-day situation, and not being able to do 
what is their instinct is very tough.”

Thompson went on to explain the other 
struggles she faced outside the physical pain of 
her injury. 

“It takes you away from a sport you love, 
from teammates you love, and from competi-
tion you love,” Thompson said. “There were 
absolutely periods of time where I was really 
lost, in pain, cross-training alone and com-
pletely frustrated.” 

Fortunately for Thompson, she had a sup-
portive cast of coaches, teammates, friends and 
family that helped her along the way. This cast 
included Rice alumna and past All-American 
runner Becky Wade (Martel ’12). 

Thompson said she was incredibly thankful 
for teammate Wade’s support during the ordeal. 

“Wade, who graduated last year and went 
through a huge injury herself, had some great 
advice: Sometimes, you can’t control the situ-
ation, but you can always control your per-
spective,” Thompson said. “That was kind of 
the philosophy I lived by for a while, and even 
though there were bad days, in the long term, I 
knew it would be worth it.” 

Bevan also said that Thompson was able to 
mature because of the experience. 

“Thompson has done a great job of learn-

ing about her body and where she is at and 
what needs to be done,” Bevan said. “In addi-
tion, she has stayed optimistic about running 
and racing throughout her period of time away 
from racing,” 

Thompson explained that she was able to 
learn and draw motivation from her teammates.

“Being a distance runner is riding a fine line 
between hard training and injury sometimes, 
and some of the most talented friends and 
athletes I know on this team – Halsey Fowler, 
Keltie John, Jo Ohm, Gabe Cuadra, Matt Carey 
– have all been through some tough times with 
injuries,” Thompson said. “Being there for 
each other and helping each other get back was 
huge for me.”

Competing at such a high level as the NCAA 
Division I means athletes need to put in extra 
dedication and hard work in order to put them-
selves in the game. 

Injuries may seem to derail athletes, but 
according to Thompson, the same amount of 
determination needed to compete needs to be 
translated to a strong impetus for recovery.

“The discipline, motivation and just sheer 
work ethic it takes to rehab, get treatment and 
cross-train day after day can be mentally and 
physically exhausting,” Thompson said. “We’re 

not coming back because we want to be able to 
run again. We’re coming back from injury be-
cause we want to compete with the best, and to 
do that, there’s no cutting corners.” 

In order to stay healthy for the rest of the 
season, Thompson said she has taken on a va-
riety of injury-preventive strategies. 

“No distance runner is going to feel great 
all of the time, but I make sure I’m constantly 
stretching, foam-rolling and keeping up with 
my strength stuff,” Thompson said. “I’ve 
learned to be completely honest with my 
coach and my trainer if something isn’t right 
and that it takes more guts to call it and be 
safe than it does to train through the pain.”

While injuries are obviously never consid-
ered a positive experience, Thompson said 
that they do have certain positive aspects, in-
cluding helping her to develop a new perspec-
tive and outlook on her passsion. 

“I’ve come out of this a stronger person 
and a stronger and definitely smarter runner, 
and that’s invaluable,” Thompson said. “My 
whole perspective about why I run and race 
has changed. I’m so happy and thankful to be 
healthy and to have the opportunity to run for 
Rice again with an amazing coach and an in-
credible group of girls.” 

Marie Thompson returns healthy and ready to race

Marie Thompson, second from the right, races during her sophomore season. 

COURTESY MARIE THOMPSON
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Prima Pasta, with its cartoonish sign and 
faux brick facade, is high-end Italian restaurant 
in disguise. On the corner of Kirby Drive and 
Holcombe Boulevard, Prima Pasta strives for 
authenticity, from its rustic interior to its cuisine. 

Our friendly waiter immediately seated 
us and brought us garlic bread on the house. 
We ordered a classic pepperoni pizza, which 
came piping hot to our table. The pizza had 
a thick crust topped with mozzarella cheese 
and pepperoni. 

This pizza did not taste like delivery; it was 
extremely fresh and tasted as though it was 
made from scratch.  The crust was soft and deli-
cious and the cook put just the right amount of 
cheese on top.  The pepperoni added a bite of 
spiciness to the pizza, and did not make the piz-
za too oily.  The pizza is large enough to fill up 
one person, and other topping options include 
margarita, chicken mushroom, and bolognese.

The next dish that we ordered was the pasta 
primavera. The pasta primavera included al 
dente linguine pasta, a sweet and tangy mari-
nara sauce and boiled broccoli, cauliflower, car-
rots, zucchini and squash. All of the vegetables 
tasted fresh, and the flavors blended very nicely 
in the marinara sauce. There was just enough 
sauce to cover the pasta, but not so much that it 
drowned out the flavors of the vegetables. 

Prima Pasta is the perfect place if you want 
familiar, reliable and delicious Italian food at a 
reasonable price. 
      Houston Hideaways is a column written by 
Sasha Schoch and Allie Schaich that explores 
Houston restaurants beyond the usual Rice  
student haunts.

Aaren Pastor
Thresher Staff

The much-venerated Wiess College tradition 
of recruiting starry-eyed freshmen to perform a 
slew of one-act plays, this year’s ranging from 
clever reflections on humanity to a ridiculous 
burlesque sketch, has come again. 

The actors should be granted accolades for 
being bold enough to get up on stage in the first 
weeks of what can be an exhausting introduction 
to college life. However, there were several cardi-
nal sins committed during the performance that 
stained the productions.

First: Do not, as an actor, make nervous “Am I 
doing this right?” eye contact with your reviewer. 
Not only are you obviously breaking whatever 
character, or caricature, you are performing, it 
also mars the flow of the production.

The second, third and fourth sins all fall un-
der tech: Transition, lighting and sound cues 
are not afterthoughts to a production. Blackouts 
must be timed and precise. Otherwise your ac-
tors are left frozen, eyes darting nervously about 
the stage. Coupled with that, transitions between 
acts need to be swift and silent. A flimsy screen is 
not a backstage muffler. Sound needs to be loud-
er and the audience does not need to hear you 
clicking away on your Macbook Pro to increase 
the volume. I understand that this is a low-tech 
ensemble production, but that does not mean 
sloppy tech.

All that being said, I found all the selections to 
be witty and pleasing enough. There were several 
stellar performances, namely Jonathan Rand’s 
“Drugs are Bad,” Bruce Kane’s “In the Begin-
ning” and S.W. Senek’s “An Ongoing Examination 
of the True Meaning of Life.” 

 “Drugs,” directed by juniors Anne Wei, Jim 
Sheng, Luis de las Cuevas and Ian Kretz, was a 
delicious treat, inverting the stereotype of “good, 
straight-laced parents produce bad-apple kid” in 
a hilarious manner. (In this case, it would seem 
the more directors, the better.) Anne Wells and 
Vicky Comesanas star as Dad and Mom, two 
charmingly accented parents who bemoan the 
condition of their offspring, played by Teddy 
Hickman, a Princeton-educated, scientific jour-
nal-reading, skim-milk drinker. The 
energy between parents and child was 
spot on, from the incomprehension at 
such nefarious antics as learning to 
the exasperation of a teenager looking 

upon his seemingly dud parents. A twist at the 
end ties the piece up tidily and leaves the viewer 
jonesing for another.

Bruce Kane’s “In the Beginning” re-frames 
the classic Adam and Eve knowledge story in a 
bar with apple margaritas, one dumb lug and an 
Eve no man or serpent could resist. Adam, played 
by Ryan Deal, is stiff to the point of being exces-
sively awkward in the first moments, but the 
scene livens up when Eve (Isabel Scher) sashays 
her smart self onto the scene and undoes that de-
mure little sweater. Gavin Cross’s Serpent is unc-
tuous, posturing and oh-so-slimy. The wardrobe 
in this play perfectly complements the setting 
and choreography. Accolades to sophomore di-
rectors Marie Chatfield, Helen “Andie” Eikenberg 
and Matt Keene. 

Directed by juniors 
Meredith Jackson and 
Thomas Ladd, “An On-
going Examination of 
the True Meaning of 
Life” steals the show. 
The act features a Nar-
rator, played by Eric 
Stone, He, played by 
Sean Doyle and She, 
played by a crude dum-
my. He and She literally 
do steal the play away 
from the Narrator to 
enact a perfect revenge 
mirroring what  the 
Narrator has spent the 
play putting He and 
She through. The pom-
pom haired dummy in 
a green – no, yellow – 
no, green sweater was a 
laughably lumpy prop. 
The energy on stage 
was incredibly dynamic 
and kinetic. And the 
voices – the tones of the voices were spot on: so 
rich, so bold. I might even go so far as to liken Eric 
Stone, in his hapless actions and occasionally fre-
netic movements, to a bit of a young Hugh Grant. 
Maybe it was the momentary deployment of Brit-

ish accents and 

scenes on a park bench that unduly influenced 
me to appreciate the cheeky character.

Though these three top the list, there are hu-
morous moments in all the performances. Sopho-
mores James Dargan and Christian Hauser direct 
F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “Porcelain and Pink,” which 
starred Olivia Tati, Blaque Robeinson and Benja-
min Laun. While a bit flat and lacking in chemis-
try, Lois Marvis’ blue nails create a mesmerizing 
effect, even from her position as Queen of the Tub.

Junior Leslie Nguyen and sophomores Annie 
Zeumer and Addison Verger’s treatment of Walter 
Wykes’ “The Tragical Tale of Melissa McHiney Mc-
Normous McWhale” involves a host of characters, 
outrageous costumes and salvation promised 
with a butter knife. Dropped lines and a musi-

cal miscue kept this 
production from stay-
ing afloat, despite its 
enormous derriere. 

David Ives’ “Sure 
Thing,” directed by 
junior Jay Becton and 
senior Emily Nichol, 
was slightly undone 
by sound in that at 
first I could not even 
hear the bell ringing. 
An injection of pep 
and charm would go a 
long way.  

Tracey Wilson’s 
“Small World” has 
the trickiest sound 
effects of the night in 
the coordination of 
all voices on stage. 
“Small World” is a 
solid performance 
with a cheeky twist, 
but a staleness in the 
interactions causes it 
to lag. 

These one-acts will leave you chuckling even 
if they do not provoke awe or much contempla-
tion. Perfect 80-minute fare to dip your toes into 
the college theater scene and a pleasant activ-
ity for families’ 
weekend. 

MENIL’S 25TH
Happy Birthday Menil! Cel-
ebrate the Menil Collection’’s 
25th birthday tomorrow from 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. for free. The 
front lawn will feature mu-
sic by the Kashmere Reunion 
Stage Band and the TSU Jazz 
Ensemble, as well as a birth-
day cake and ice cream cer-
emony. Mayor Annise Parker 
will also make an appearance.

Menil Collection
1515 Sul Ross 

menil.org

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

TRADER JOE’S
The wait is over. This morning 
at 8 a.m. Trader Joe’s opened 
its doors in the appropriated 
Alabama Theater. The specialty 
grocery store, with its Hawaiian-
shirt-wearing employees and 
aisles of seemingly healthier, 
better quality snacks, breads 
and frozen dinners, will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day.

Trader Joe’s
2922 S. Shepherd Drive

www.traderjoes.com

PICNIC
Ever attend a surrealism-in-
spired picnic? The Orange Show 
celebrates Napoleon’s 1812 Bi-
centennial Picnic: Russia vs. 
France tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. 
Austin band Invincible Czars 
will deliver modern interpreta-
tions of Russian and French can-
ons and attendees are encour-
aged to dress either country’s 
garb. Tickets are $10 in advance, 
$15 at the door.

Orange Show Center 
2402 Munger Street

orangeshow.org

FESTIVAL
Craving a cuban? Puerto Rico 
and Cuba team up to host the 
6th Annual Puerto Rico and 
Cuban Festival tomorrow from 
noon to 10 p.m. Downtown 
Houston transforms into the 
Spanish Caribbean as food ven-
dors, musicians and dancers 
flaunt the rich cultures of both 
countries. The festival also of-
fers arts and crafts and a car 
show. Tickets cost $12. 

Tranquility Park
400 Rusk Street 
prcfestival.com
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Wiess Freshman One-Acts

B-
Produced by: Christian Hauser and 
Kyle Adams
Now Playing: Today and tomorrow at 8 p.m.
Price: $5 Rice students, $8 faculty, 
$10 non-Rice
The rundown: Wiess Freshman One-Acts 
kick-start the theater season with cheeky 
freshmen in roles varying from Adam and 
Eve to He/She. Though the freshmen were 
obviously not all actors, the technical pro-
duction of transitions, lighting and sound  
proved most problematic.

Wiess Freshman One-Acts
Mixed apples of temptation

Prima Pasta

A-
Location:6811 Kirby Drive
Phone Number: 713-666-4047
Price Range: $$
Recommended menu item: 
pasta primavera
The rundown: Prima Pasta offers au-
thentic Italian dishes in a homey setting. 
Classic dishes, such as the pepperoni 
pizza, elevate fresh ingredients and  
home-made taste.

Sasha Schoch and 
Allie Schaich

Houston Hideaways: 
Prima Pasta
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Kayla Shearer
For The Thresher

Rice Night at the Symphony, sponsored 
by the Passport to Houston program, allowed 
300 students to make their way downtown to 
Jones Hall on Sept. 14 to explore Houston and 
to indulge their appreciation for classical mu-
sic. Students arrived dressed to the nines, rep-
resenting Rice in sparkling dresses, tailored 
blouses and suits. The rest of the crowd was 
older than the average undergraduate and au-
dibly confused by the influx of so many fresh 
faces. However, once the lights began to flash 
and everyone settled into the plush red seats, 
there was no hesitation on either side to strike 
up conversation and enjoy each other’s com-
pany. There was little that any culture-seeker 
would wish for that the venue could not offer, 
with a bar for those over 21 and a small cafe for 
others interested in a quick snack.

The Symphony Orchestra’s program, “The 
Best of Brahms,” did justice to the enchanting 
music that lives on in its composer’s stead. 
From start to finish, conductor Hans Graf led 
his musicians in a riveting display of wrist 
flexibility that translated into euphony. As 
part of his final series of performances as mu-
sic director of the Houston Symphony, Graf’s 
concert led him out with a bang, flourish 
and crescendo. At his side, soloist Garrick 
Ohlsson bewitched the audience on the 
piano, and behind them, musicians 
armed with flutes, oboes, clarinets, 
bassoons, horns, trumpets, tim-
pani, strings, contrabassoons 
and trombones all brought the 
genius of Brahms’ Piano Con-
certo No. 1 in D minor, Opus 
15, and Symphony No. 1 in C 
minor, Opus 68, to life.  

While it is unlikely 
that the next Rice Night 
at the Symphony will co-
incide with another per-
formance of the “Best 
of Brahms,” the event 
itself was so enjoy-
able that tickets 
will surely be 

as sought-after again in the future. Even if 
classical music does not tickle everyone’s 
fancy, the experience as a whole was pleas-
ant and relaxing. The Symphony could not 
have been more welcoming or accommo-
dating to the lucky Owls who managed to 
score tickets. Graf personally welcomed the 
Rice students at the beginning of the con-
cert, and their fellow patrons reinforced the 
sentiment with a round of applause. After 
the performance, the students gathered on 
the mezzanine, where tables covered in rich 
chocolate cake, delectable fruit tarts and 
other treats awaited them. No expense was 
spared in the evening’s entertainment.   

For those students who could not get tick-
ets, a number of performances are coming to 
Jones Hall that may be of interest. There will 
be several showings from Wicked Divas, as 
well as performances entitled “Wands and 
Batons: The Music of Harry Potter and More,” 
“Lang Lang Plays Beethoven” and “Berlioz’ 
Symphonie Fantastique.” 

Passport to the Classics

A-
HOMEMADE
•	 Prices: Oscar Meyer Turkey, 

$3.99 for 7 oz. package, $1.71 
for 3 oz. serving

or
•	 Custom Sliced Deli Counter Tur-

key, $6.97 per pound (on sale), 
$1.31 per 3 oz. serving

•	 Pita Pal Hummus spread, $2.50 
for 16 oz. tub, $0.15 for 1 oz. (lo-
cal)

•	 HEB Spinach, $1.99 for 6 oz. 
bag, $0.33 for 1 oz.

•	 Onion, $0.98 per pound, $0.06 
for 1 oz.

•	 Tomato, $1.77 per pound, $0.11 
for 1 oz.

•	 HEB Fresh Bakery Bread, $1 per 
loaf, $0.12 for 2 slices

Total Cost (per sandwich): $2.48 
($2.08 for custom sliced turkey)

PREPARED
Price for prepared turkey deli sand-
wich: $4.79

Thresher’s Saavy Tips: 
1. No club card makes getting the 

sale price easy and hassle-free
2. Go on weekday nights rather than 

on Sundays to avoid long lines
3. The Thresher’s Best Buy with low-

est total sandwich cost

B+
HOMEMADE
•	 Kroger Brand Packaged Turkey, 

$2.89 for 7 oz. package, $1.24 for 
3 oz. serving

or
•	 Custom Sliced Deli Counter Tur-

key, $9.99 per pound, $1.87 per 
3 oz. serving

•	 Buitoni pesto spread, $3.99 for 
16 oz. tub, $0.25 for 1 oz.

•	 Fresh Express Spinach, $2.50 for 
6 oz. bag, $0.42 for 1 oz.

•	 Onion, $1.19 per pound, $0.07 for 
1 oz.

•	 Tomato, $0.80 per pound, $.05 
for 1 oz.

•	 Nature’s Own Bread, $1.77 per 
loaf, $0.22 for 2 slices

Total Cost (per sandwich): $2.25 
($2.88 for custom sliced turkey)

PREPARED
Price for prepared turkey deli sand-
wich: $4.99

Thresher’s Saavy Tips: 
1. The Kroger Card is a must to get 

the advertised prices
2. Lots of food samples in the pro-

duce section
3. There is a natural foods section 

hidden between the produce and 
meat counter, behind the kitchen 
wares at the Buffalo Speedway 
location

A
HOMEMADE
•	 Applegate Smoked Turkey (on 

sale), $3.99 for 7 oz. package, $1.71 
for 3 oz. serving

or
•	 Tofurkey Brand Veggie Deli “Meat”, 

$2.50 for 5 oz. package, $1.50 for 3 
oz. serving

•	 Whole Foods Hummus spread, 
$3.50 for 16 oz. tub, $0.22 for 1 oz.

•	 Whole Foods Spinach, $5.99 for 
1 pound container, $0.37 for 1 oz. 
(organic)

•	 Onion, $0.99 per pound, $0.06 for 
1 oz. (organic)

•	 Tomato, $1.69 per pound, $0.11 for 
1 oz.

•	 Rudi’s Organic Bread, $3.49 per 
loaf, $0.44 for 2 slices

Total Cost (per sandwich): $2.25 
($2.88 for custom sliced turkey)

PREPARED
Price for prepared turkey deli sandwich: 
$6.49 (served hot from panini press)

Thresher’s Saavy Tips: 
1. Dependable food samples for the 

hungry shopper
2. The tofurkey sandwich is less ex-

pensive than a custom deli turkey 
sandwich at Kroger and contains 
more organic ingredients.

3. Thresher’s Best Value evaluated 
on cost and quality

C-
HOMEMADE
•	 Prices: Oscar Meyer Turkey, 

$3.99 for 7 oz. package, $1.71 for 
3 oz. serving

or
•	 Custom Sliced Deli Counter Tur-

key, $5.99 per pound (on sale), 
$1.12 per 3 oz. serving

•	 Otria Hummus spread, $3.99 for 
16 oz. tub, $0.25 for 1 oz.

•	 Fresh Express Spinach, $2.49 for 6 
oz. bag, $0.42 for 1 oz.

•	 Onion, $1.19 per pound
•	 Tomato, $1.99 per pound, $0.12 

for 1 oz.
•	 Nature’s Own Bread, $2 per loaf, 

$0.25 for 2 slices
Total Cost (per sandwich): $2.82 
($2.23 for custom sliced turkey)

PREPARED
Price for prepared turkey deli sand-
wich: $2.99

Thresher’s Saavy Tips: 
1. Go on Fridays for “$5 Friday” to 

find better deals on deli meats 
and items store-wide

2. Late night sandwiches come at a 
higher cost at the Westheimer lo-
cation; going past midnight risks 
being shot at, just ask store man-
ager Lazaro Villalobos

3. Do not take pictures (employees 
are protective of their non-photo-
genic lettuce heads)

Many ways to build a lunch. ’Wich is best?
We looked at four of the largest grocery retailers in the Rice community: HEB, Randalls, Kroger and Whole Foods. What’s the best deal? 

The Thresher decided to find out by comparing prices, values, experiences and some savvy tips at each of our highlighted locations. What are we ordering? One large turkey sandwich.

ElEna lacEy/thrEshEr
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This Week in Entertainment
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“Babel ” – The second studio album from the breakout Brit-
ish indie folk band Mumford & Sons is marked with the group’s 
signature emotionally powerful, instrumentally thoughtful mu-
sic, including first single “I Will Wait.” Though with louder sound 
and grandeur than its first effort, Mumford & Sons’ sophomore 
album still maintains the band’s style. Even the more subdued 
tracks, which privilege piano and percussion, compliment the 
band’s distinct sound. Early reception has concluded that the 
band has put forth another chart-topper. 

“The Perks of Being A Wallflower” –Based on the nov-
el of the same name, this film tells the story of a high school 
freshman and his unconventional journey overcoming intro-
version. The coming-of-age film was screened to positive 
reviews earlier this month at the Toronto International Film 
Festival and looks to test the post-Harry Potter star power of 
the female lead, Emma Watson. The movie also stars Logan 
Lerman (“Percy Jackson and The Olympians”) and Ezra Miller 
(“We Need To Talk About Kevin”). PG-13, 102 minutes.

“The Avengers” – This week’s only major release is also per-
haps the most anticipated DVD of the year: Marvel’s superhero 
magnum opus that shattered international box-office records when 
it invaded theaters this summer. Director Joss Whedon seamlessly 
ties together action, adventure and comedy in his film, uniting Iron 
Man, the Incredible Hulk, Thor, Captain America and lesser heroes, 
such as Hawkeye and Black Widow, in an effort to save the world 
from certain doom. Bonus features include deleted and extended 
scenes and a gag reel. Available on DVD, Blu-Ray and Blu-Ray 3D.

“Lupe Fiasco’s Food & Liquor Part II: The Great American 
Rap Album Pt. 1” – The first part of a planned sequel to his debut 
album, the thoughtful Fiasco delivers in his latest effort, featur-
ing previously released singles such as “Around My Way,” “Battle 
Scars” and “Bitch Bad.” On his fourth studio album, Fiasco rhymes 
about topics including the treatment of women in modern hip-hop, 
broken relationships and the artist’s views on America’s current po-
litical climate. The album also features collaborations with Austra-
lian star Guy Sebastian and frequent Fiasco cohort Poo Bear.

“Trouble With The Curve” – The first movie to star Re-
publican National Convention featured speaker Clint East-
wood since 2008’s “Gran Torino,” this film follows an ag-
ing scout for the Atlanta Braves as he takes one final trip 
with his daughter in tow. This marks the fall season’s first 
wide release for a possible Academy Award contender, es-
pecially in the acting categories. The movie also stars Amy 
Adams (“The Fighter”) and Justin Timberlake (“In Time”).  
PG-13, 111 minutes.

“Winter of the World ” – Ken Follett’s second installment 
of the Century Trilogy arrives two years after the first book, “Fall 
of Giants.” “Fall of Giants” centers on five interrelated fami-
lies as they lead their lives in different countries from the early 
20th century up to 1924. “Winter of the World” is as hefty and 
extensively researched as its predecessor. Weighing in at 960 
pages, Follett returns readers to the lives of the five families as 
the world enters the throes of World War II, with the Third Reich 
and atomic bombs.

Co
ur

te
sy

 1
st

 &
 5

th
Co

ur
te

sy
 G

la
ss

 N
ot

e

Co
ur

te
sy

 W
ar

Ne
r 

Br
os

Co
ur

te
sy

 M
ar

ve
l 

st
ud

io
s

Co
ur

te
sy

 d
ut

to
N 

ad
ul

t

Co
ur

te
sy

 s
uM

M
it

 e
Nt

er
ta

iN
M

eN
t

By Louis Lesser

Thomas Chen
For The Thresher

The wait was cruel indeed. Originally slated 
for a spring 2012 release, “Cruel Summer” was de-
layed again and again as GOOD Music ringleader 
and executive producer Kanye West pursued fash-
ion, film and Kim Kardashian. This past Tuesday, 
“Cruel Summer” finally saw the light of day, but 
was the wait worth it? 

For those expecting a masterful West album a 
la “My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy,” prepare 
to hang your heads in disappointment. However, 
for the few who realized the purpose of this album 
was to showcase the talent on the GOOD music 
roster and associated GOOD affiliates, then an 
eclectic albeit discontinuous album awaits. 

“Cruel Summer” is not a cohesive album. That 
is the inevitable flaw when it comes to compila-
tion records. Every artist has a different style to 
contribute and the sequencing and flow of the 
album often feel awkward. Look at “Cruel Sum-
mer” for what it is: a collection of mostly excellent  
hip-hop tracks.

The GOOD Music crew consists of West, 2 
Chainz, Big Sean, Common, Cyhi the Prynce, John 
Legend, Kid Cudi, Pusha T and Teyana Taylor. On 
“Cruel Summer,” only West and Kid Cudi have solo 
tracks: West’s boastful banger “Cold” and Kid Cu-
di’s “Man on the Moon II” throwaway “Creepers.” 
The rest of the artists are paired on tracks in rather 
exciting ways with other acts affiliated with GOOD-
Music. These affiliated artists provide a spark of 
energy to some of the tracks. “To The World,” the 
first track, is a perfect example, as R. Kelly starts 
with a triumphant hook over a rolling electronic 

beat. This “Ignition”-era R. Kelly, sounding much 
better than he has in recent years, sings about 
flipping the middle and makes it sound positively 
epic. West shows up for a brief appearance, most 
notably rhyming the aggressive Rick Ross hook 
from “Hold Me Back” with “Mitt Romney don’t pay 
no tax” and delivering the worst closing bar of his 
career thus far. But do not worry: West redeems 
himself with his per-
formance on the next 
track, “Clique.” 

Another track in 
which the guest per-
former shines is on the 
best track of the album, 
the revamped second 
single “New God Flow.” 
The problem with the 
track is that when it 
was released back in 
July the final closing 
lines sounded like an 
obnoxious military 
chant. Well, West lis-
tened to the critics and 
chopped off the chant. 
The replacement is 
a snarling, ferocious 
Ghostface Killah who 
spits the best 16 bars on  
the album. 

There are also fea-
tures that are not so 
great. “Higher” features 
a repetitive The-Dream and the elusive Ma$E, 
who mumbles his verse, sucking all the energy 

out of the song. The following track, “Sin City,” 
features Travi$ Scott as both the producer and a 
featured rapper. From the production standpoint, 
the beat is a fantastic electro-gospel bass thump. 
Travi$ Scott’s bumbling rhymes and Malik Yusef’s 
cheese-filled spoken words ruin what could have 
been a fantastic track. Even Cyhi the Prynce, con-
sidered by many to be the weakest rapper in GOOD, 

shines in “Sin City.” It 
is a shame that his sup-
porting cast weakened 
his uncharacteristically  
strong performance. 

What is even more 
of a shame is the myste-
rious absence of GOOD 
Music rappers Mos 
Def and Q-Tip, both 
legends of the ’90s. 
Both could have easily 
replaced the weak per-
formers and strength-
ened the album as  
a whole.

For the most part, 
the GOOD Music crew 
performs admirably. 
There are cringe-wor-
thy hiccups such as 
2 Chainz’s “serious” 
appearance on “The 
One” and the afore-
mentioned “Creepers.” 
When the crew comes 

together for songs like “Clique,” “Mercy” and 
“The Morning,” though, it is unstoppable. The 

musicians feed on each others’ energy, each rap-
per trying to outdo the member rapping before. In 
“Clique,” after ace verses by Big Sean and Jay-Z, 
West comes in and steals the show, utterly confes-
sional about a variety of topics, from his obsession 
with Kim (“... superstar all from a home movie”) 
to his suicidal thoughts when his mother passed 
away. The ubiquitous single “Mercy” is still a joy 
to listen to, even after repeated radio play over 
the summer. “The Morning,” featuring the bulk of 
GOOD musicians, offers their mission statement: 
Do not mess with this collective.

Cruel Summer

B
Artist: Kanye West
Label: GOOD Music
Released: Sept. 18
Recommended tracks: “Clique,” 
“The Morning”
The rundown: “Cruel Summer” is an 
amalgamation of tracks featuring 
different combinations of GOOD 
Music crew members, such as Big 
Sean, Common and 2 Chainz.

Kanye West’s new album features his 
GOOD Music clique of artists ranging 
from John Legend to Big Sean.

GOOD musicians fall short of greatness in West’s Cruel Summer 
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Voyeur’s vacation
Does the ever-so-slight change in 
the weather have you wanderlust-
ing? After making the arduous trek 
to Fondren Library you have the 
opportunity to take part in some 
voyeur vacation. Peruse the photo-
graphs of “CUBA: A Travelogue” in 
the breezeway of Fondren’s lower 
level before this exhibition packs 
up and moves out on Sept. 30. The 
photographs  were taken by partici-
pants in the Department of Hispan-
ic Studies’ Spring 2012 seminar, “A 
Revolution From Within: Trends in 
Contemporary Cuban Culture,” on 
their 10-day trip to Cuba. 

Parental partings
It’s the closing day of Rice Universi-
ty’s Families Weekend: Time to hug 
Mom and Pop last time and wave 
farewell for now. But before your 
parental units depart, Rice still 
has a few more events in store for 
you and your progenitors. Start off 
your day with brunch in the North, 
West, Seibel or South serveries (or 
convince your parents to take you 
into Rice Village for brunch at one 
of the village’s fine dining estab-
lishments). Activities then include 
the “Tradition Redefined: The Larry 
and Brenda Thompson Collection 
of African American Art” exhibi-
tion from noon-5 p.m. in the Rice 
Gallery, intramural sporting events 
throughout the day the 1 p.m. dedi-
cation of the Rice historical marker 
by the Rice Historical Society in 
Founder’s Court or evening recit-
als at the Shepherd School of Music 
starting at 6 p.m. Visit ruf.rice.edu 
for  a full schedule of events. 

Live Italian
Wanting a good excuse to leap over 
the hedges this Thursday? A little 
homesick for wandering through 
the rooms of a house rather than 
a dormitory? You’re in luck. This 
evening the Museum of Fine Arts’ 
house museum for European deco-
rative arts and paintings, Rienzi, is 
hosting a design open house today 
from 1-5 p.m. A $4 ticket will pro-
vide you with a docent-led tour of 
the Rienzi estate and a wine and 
cheese reception. The Rienzi is lo-
cated on 1406 Kirby Drive. To pur-
chase tickets visit mfah.org/calen-
dar/design-open-house/6169/.

Piscine pieces
Join the Shepherd School of Music 
and the Fischer Duo in paying trib-
ute to the school’s 37-year tradition 
of faculty composition and perfor-
mance. From 8-9:45 p.m. in Alice 
Pratt Brown Hall, the Fischer Duo 
presents Paul Cooper, Richard Lav-
enda, Karim Al-Zand, Kurt Stallman 
and Arthur Gottshalck in a recital of 
pieces by current and past members 
of the Shepherd faculty. Admission 
is free and open to all students.

Flicker show fete 
Daydream about hoofin’ it to big 
band tunes with the sirs and sirens 
of the silver screen? With Baker 
College’s Baker Blues: A Night in 
Old Hollywood, you have the op-
portunity to slip into the role of 
your favorite talkie-thespians and 
enjoy the bluesy tunes of Grady 
Gaines & the Texas Upsetters. Rub 
elbows with Bogie and Bacal, take 
a cue from Mika and try to be like 
Grace Kelly, and, since it’s Families 
Weekend, be sure to invite Mom 
and Pop. There will be free beer and 
champagne for those 21 and up. 
Things get swingin’ at 10 p.m. and 
at 2 a.m. it will be time to tilt your 
fedora and say, “Well kid, we’ll al-
ways have Baker.” Rice ID required 
for admittance. 

“It’s still not over!”
Ryan Gosling says, “Hey girl (and 
guy), I respect that you are a com-
passionate citizen and want to 
make meaningful contributions in 
raising awareness about diseases 
that affect millions. So, wear some 
purple and meet me on the Discov-
ery Green for dinner and a movie.” 
Maybe he didn’t really say that, but 
you can still have a philanthropic 

date night with Ryan Gosling by 
attending the Discovery Green’s Al-
zheimer’s Action Day movie screen-
ing of “The Notebook.” Don hues 
of heliotrope in support of the Al-
zheimer’s movement and head out 
to the Anheuser-Busch Stage at 7:30 
p.m. for a free screening of the film. 
Stay until 10:30 p.m. for a discus-
sion on how you can help families 
affected by the disease. 

Elusive illuminations
If you have visited the Museum of 
Fine Arts at all, then you can be 
sure that you have seen some of 
James Turrell’s work. The tunnel 
of neon-and-ambient light that has 
the soothing and astounding ef-
fect of making you feel like you’re 
floating through space? That’s 
James Turrell’s “The Light Inside.” 
This artist, whose medium is light 
and space, is the source of what 
has been one of Houston’s most 
popular exhibitions all summer at 
the Hiram Butler Gallery, “James 
Turrell: Holograms.” Today is the 
last day of the extended run of this 
mind-bending optical illusion exhi-
bition. The Hiram Butler Gallery is 
located at 4520 Blossom St. Exhibi-
tion hours are from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
For ticket prices call 713-863-7097. 

Escape artists
Looking for something cultured 
to do with your parents? Like op-
era? Illusionists? Being outdoors 
at night? If you answered yes to 
any of the above questions, then 
you need to drop by Bayou Bend’s 
Diana Garden for this fall’s Bayou 
Bend Opera Under the Stars presen-
tation of Opera Vista’s “Houdini the 
Great,” opera about – you guessed 
it – Houdini. Bayou Bend is located 

on 6003 Memorial Drive at Westcott 
St. Gates open at 7:15 p.m. and the 
performance begins at 8 p.m. Tick-
ets are $30 for Museum of Fine Arts 
members, $35 for non-members. To 
reserve tickets and for further infor-
mation visit mfah.org/bayoubend 
or operavista.org. 

‘Golden Girl’ gab
Calling all Betty White fans – want 
to see America’s golden girl live? 
Today, as a part of Cullen Theater’s 
“Brilliant Lecture Series,” Betty 
White herself will be talking about 
her career, her struggles in the act-
ing world, her philanthropic pas-
sions and animal advocacy in her 
lecture “A Conversation with Betty 
White.” You have two opportuni-
ties to hear White speak today: the 
matinee at 2:30 p.m. or the evening 
performance at 7 p.m. Tickets range 
from $35 to $200. The Cullen The-
ater is located in the Wortham The-
ater Center on 501 Texas St. To pur-
chase tickets and learn more visit 
brilliantlectures.org. 

Senior sonatas
Help kick off the Shepherd School 
of Music seniors’ final fall semes-
ter by attending their senior recital 
tonight. From 8-9:30 p.m. in Alice 
Pratt Brown Hall’s Duncan Recital 
Hall, seniors will be performing 
Andrew Schneider’s works for bas-
soon and piano, oboe and piano, 
voice and piano, and more. Admis-
sion is free and open to all students.

The ‘eyes’ (or ears) have it
Need some quiet time to start your 
week? Tonight is the final install-
ment of The Menil Collection ex-
hibition “Public Programs Film 
Series.” This final screening will 
showcase films by Scott Wolniak, 
Warner Jepson and Van McElwee, 
whose common theme is observ-
ing the relationship between film 
image and sound. The screening is 
free and open to the public from 7-9 
p.m. in the Rice Media Center’s Film 
Auditorium.

Adoption in America
Catch a screening of a film festi-
val favorite documentary, Linda 
Goldstein Knowlton’s “Somewhere 
Between” tonight from 7-9 p.m. 
at 14 Pews theater. The director of 
“Whale Rider” follows four Ameri-
can teenage girls who were adopted 
from China as infants. The docu-
mentary examines the experience 
of the 80,000 girls who have been 
adopted from China since the im-
plementation of the “One Child Pol-
icy.” Tickets are free for members 
and  $11 for non-members. 14 Pews 
is located at 800 Aurora St. 

Glass ceilings 
In association with the Center for 
Women in Law and Texas Wall 
Street Women, the Rice University 
Office of Public Affairs is sponsor-
ing a screening of the new docu-
mentary “Miss Representation” 
and a panel discussion of the film. 
“Miss Representation” analyzes 
how media underrepresentation of 
powerful women has contributed to 
the relative dearth of women in in-
fluential positions in America. After 
the screening, a panel comprised of 
Rice professors Jenifer Bratter and 
Michelle Hebl along with Patricia 
Grass, TV anchor at PBS Houston, 
will lead a discussion of the film. 
The screening is free and open to 
all students. Registration is re-
quired. To register and learn more, 
visit utexas.edu/law/centers/cwil/
events/screening-of-miss-represen-
tation-3.
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C a s h ,  c h e c k  o r  c r e d i t  c a r d  p ay m e n t  m u s t  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t ,  wh i ch  m u s t  b e  re ce ive d  b y  1 2  p. m .  
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ADVERTISING
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Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
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Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
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Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238
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WANTED
TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact  832-
428-8330  and email resume to  siyengar777@
gmail.com

Sessions Music is interviewing instructors 
for preschool and elementary music programs. 
Qualified applicants will be pursuing a degree 
in Music Education – or related studies – and 
have 2+ years of related experience. Visit www.
sessionsmusic.com.

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING SQUARED, a pri-
vate tutorial service, needs part-time tutors 
in Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Phsyics, 
Spanish, English, Economics, and Finance. 
Flexible hours. EXCELLENT PAY. No house calls. 
Office located close to campus. 713-528-7085

Prestigious Condo Neighboring West U for 
Sale $145k. Beautifully updated spacious 2 Mas-
ter Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths. 1,219 Sq. ft. Contact 
Nick- 832-771-8169 or phaly01@gmail.com

Interested in tutoring middle school or 
high school students?    In this paid oppor-
tunity, currently enrolled Rice students will 
tutor students in the Houston area. For more 
information contact Sonya Ramirez: e-mail 
(sonya.ramirez@rice.edu) or phone  (713-
348-6108).

EGG DONORS NEEDED. We are seeking at-
tractive and intelligent women of all ethnic-
ities to help our clients build their family. 
No hair or eye color preference, but must 
between the ages of 21-29. If you are inter-
ested or want more information, please con-
tact us at: 1-800-264-8828 or info@aperfect-
match.com $10,000 plus expenses.

Not your normal minimum wage job, check 
out www.greatcollegejob.com

Teach for Test Masters!   Dynamic and Ener-
getic teachers wanted.  Starting pay rate is $20 
to $32 per hour.  Flexible schedules.  We provide 
all training, all training is paid, and we pay for 
travel.  Email your resume to rice-jobs@test-
masters.com.

Algebra Tutor wanted for motivated high 
school freshman. Walking distance from Rice 
Campus. Call Karen 713-823-5050.

Willy’s Pub hired three new em-
ployees last week, but don’t expect 
to find them anywhere near the 
actual bar. According to a press 
release, the new workers, Lucca 
Farzini, Sergio Capo and Tonya 
Harding will work as “compliance 
officials.” The positions will entail 
“using whatever means necessary 
to ensure that Willy’s Pub has a mu-
tually beneficial relationship with 
Rice University.” The three new 
workers come from varied back-
grounds in the vending machine, 
construction, and ice-skating and 
Italian stereotype industries. They 
will be the highest-paid employees 
at Pub, earning an annual salary of 
$50,000 each.

Willy’s Pub manager Teddy 
Grodek spoke passionately against 
the hirings in an email to the pub’s 
general staff sent last Thursday.

“These are not employees, and 
we did not hire them,” Grodek said. 
“The University is making us hire 
these people at ridiculous rates. 
Plus, Rice is charging riduculous 
fees for everything. What’s next, 
$120 light-bulb replacement fees? 
We must stand up for our rights and 
the rights of all students.”

The additions to Pub staff were 

hesitantly addressed publicly.
“We love the chance to welcome 

the new thugs – I mean employees 
– into our Pub family,” Grodek said 
in a press conference. “What is im-
portant now is finding a way to pay 
for our lovely new staff without end-
ing up at the bottom of the bayou ... 
I mean, without sacrificing the high 
quality of Pub’s alcoholic and non-
alcoholic products.” 

To cover the new salary, Pub has 
begun charging a $1 cover for some 
Thursday events. Student outrage 
has been palpable.

“This is ridiculous and unfair,” 
Dante Zakhidov said. “I can’t be-
lieve such a mockery of justice 
could occur at Rice.  I have to pay 
a dollar to attend Pub! I love Rice 
traditions and support Pub because 
that’s what cool kids do, but I am 
not sure that I am willing to pony 
up an entire dollar.”

The Thresher was able to track 
down Lucca Farzini outside the 
Rice Memorial Center smoking a 
cigarette and holding a crowbar. At 
six feet five inches, Farzini has the 
physique of a football lineman.  

“Yeah, I am excited to work for the 
big man Hutch or Pub or whatever,” 
Farzini said. “All I gots to say is you 

stop looking at my crowbar, and 
if any more of you reporter types 
come around, then you’ll be talk-
ing to Tonya, and she don’t give no 
interviews without breaking a few 
kneecaps.”

Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson has insisted that he 
has had no involvement in Pub’s 
internal affairs.

“I am in no way trying to shut 
down Pub, nor have I ever been 
aware of any criminal acts,” 
Hutchinson said. “The way I hear 
it, the new employees gave the 
Pub managers a great offer – one 
they couldn’t refuse. Of course, if 
they don’t pay their ex-
penses, we will 
be forced 
to shut 

them down. Oh, what a pity that 
would be. ”

Paying expenses will be quite a 
hurdle for Pub, which has seen a 
6900 percent increase in costs, in-
cluding new employees and several 
other charges from the university. 
However, Hutchinson seemed un-
sympathetic.

“These are tough economic 
times,” Hutchinson said. “We need 
to have Pub pay us our dues. With 
a $4 billion endowment, we can’t 
afford to support student-run busi-
nesses at Rice.”

Students angry about having 
miniature cups will no longer have 
to worry because Housing and Din-
ing is doing away with all dispos-
able products in the servery. This 
means no paper plates, paper cups 
or plastic utensils. 

“We feel this is a great compro-
mise between students and H&D on 
the issue of the paper cups,”  Hous-
ing and Dining senior operations 
manager Veronica Boorom said. 
“And by ‘compromise,’ I mean ig-
nore everything they had to say.”

  Student reaction to the changes 
was wonderful.  

“This change makes me so hap-

py,” Hanszen president Henry Han-
cock said. “I really wanted to have 
a great Nod Bod this year, and the 
inconvenient servery hours and my 
new inability to take to-go plates 
means that instead of eating two 
to three meals a day I can eat one 
to two. My calorie consumption 
will go way down.  And that means 
my hotness will go way up. I am so 
glad that I pay $2,000 a semester for 
such great service.”

Dean of undergraduates John 
Hutchinson also applauded the 
decision.

“There is a reason we have such 
a great quality of life, and it’s the 

administration making choices like 
this,” Hutchinson said. “But really, 
student input is overrated.”

H&D said the money saved from 
buying plastic items will be put 
back where students need it most:  
buying more melon and honeydew 
for the fruit salad. Furthermore, 
the servery staff is excited about 
possible new revenue streams 
from the change.

“Well, we plan to rent mugs to 
students,” Boorom said. “We also 
are looking forward to the massive 
fines we can impose on the colleges 
when all of their ceramic plates, 
cups and silverware go missing, be-

cause obviously they will. Serious-
ly, we must be using this to make 
money because if we didn’t see this 
one coming, we would have to com-
pletely lack any mental capacity 
whatsoever.”

While most students lauded the 
decision, there were rumors of stu-
dents simply throwing away ceram-
ic plates and creating plate forts in 
their rooms to protest. As of print, 
none of these claims had been sub-
stantiated. What is known is that 
paper products, like bolted doors, 
KTRU, and soon Willy’s Pub and 
Baker 13, are going to be gone. Rice 
Fight Never Die.

 Administration goes down hard on Willy’s

 Housing and Dining completely reasonable
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