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by Brooke Bullock
News Editor

With the school year underway, Student As-
sociation Treasurer Hersh Agrawal presented 
the SA’s budget for the 2012-13 academic year on 
Sept. 3 during the SA Senate meeting. The cur-
rent budget totals $19,749.35, and its largest al-
location of money, nearly $5,000, will be spent 
on Centennial events, Agrawal, a Jones College 
sophomore, said. 

The total budget was determined based on 
a rollover of $5,936.35 from previous years; the 
$2.45 blanket tax on each undergraduate, total-
ing $9,310; and the revenue from the 2016 T-shirt 
sales, the Hedgehopper card and the blue owl T-
shirt sales, Agrawal said. 

According to Agrawal, in order to finance the 
activities the SA plans on hosting for the Centen-
nial, extra fundraising had to be done.

“We’ve never pumped $5,000 into any one 
thing,” Agrawal said. “We chose to fundraise on 
the side because we knew that the blanket tax 
was not nearly enough to do the cool things we 
wanted to do for the Centennial.”

According to Agrawal, two T-shirt sales con-
stituted the bulk of the fundraising: a class of 
2016 T-shirt sale, sold to this year’s matriculat-
ing class, and a blue owl T-shirt sale, sold mainly 
to parents during move-in. According to the bud-
get uploaded to the SA website, the two sales 

had profits of $1,487.74 and $256, respectively. 
SA President Sanjula Jain said she did not 

feel the SA’s budget for the Centennial was near-
ly enough to cover the SA’s expenses on events 
and marketing for that weekend. Jain, a Brown 
College senior, said the Centennial Committee 
initially expected costs for anything done by 

the SA to come from the SA budget, but Jain 
pushed back on that and asked for additional 
funds. After writing to President David Leebron, 
Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson, and 
Leebron granted the SA $11,500 for Centennial 
expenses, Jain said. 
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It’s time to screw  
Whether you are participating or just people-
watching, check out the crazy costume 
roundup for Rice Program Council’s Screw 
Yer Roommate in the Central Quad at 6 p.m. 

Local                                      p. 10

Hack it all day long
Rice will host a hackathon Sept. 21-23, 
bringing computer programmers to Rice to 
develop sustainability-related software.

A&E                                       p. 14

Matchbox rox!
The Matchbox Salon now features a 
collection of various works from artists 
outside and inside the hedges.

Op-Ed                                    p. 3

Parking fees are too d*mn high!
Seth Brown writes about the absurdity 
of applying the undergraduate parking 
surcharge to Greenbriar Lot.

Sports                               p. 14

Headed to Lousy-ana
Coming off a 25-24 victory against the 
Kansas Jayhawks, the Rice Owls play 
Louisiana Tech Sept. 15 in Ruston, La. 

Advisory warning
Matthew Diasio finds natural science 
advising to be lacking in comparison to 
other divisional advising.

EMS amnesty 
policy clarified

by ANdrew Ta
For The Thresher

Rice’s Alcohol Policy was amended over 
the summer to clarify the meaning and re-
strictions of amnesty in the event that Rice 
Emergency Medical Services is called, ac-
cording to REMS Director Lisa Basgall.

The updated policy 
details restrictions that 
were previously un-
mentioned.  

Sciences fill 
Career Expo

by JeNNiFer SheN
Thresher StaFF

This Tuesday’s Career Expo marked 
the biggest career fair Rice has ever 
had, featuring 110 companies com-
pared to 87 last fall. 

However, only 8.3 percent of com-
panies in the Career Expo brochure 
list themselves as hiring humanities or 
social science majors, even including 
those companies hiring for all majors, 
according to data from the brochure. 
Associate Director for Employer Rela-
tions Jessica Campbell said this is part-
ly because many employers who will 
recruit non-engineers cannot forecast 
their hiring needs for the spring in the 
fall. In addition, some companies, such 
as smaller companies or nonprofits, 
may not have the time or resources to 
come on campus.

Nicole van den Heuvel, Director of 
the Center for Career Development, 
said Rice faces limitations because 
there are not enough interview rooms 
and interested students for all employ-
ers out there. 

Students stuck outside at Sid ‘80s again 

by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

Sid ’80s had record-breaking attendance 
this year as approximately 2,500 people arrived 
at Sid Richardson College last Saturday night, 
according to estimates from Rice University 
Police Department, leading to greater capacity 
issues this year than in previous years. The Sid 
Commons can fit no more than 400 people at a 
time, Sid social Caitlin Devereaux said.

Devereaux, a Sid junior, said despite the 

capacity issues, she was happy with how the 
party went.

“Overall, it went pretty smoothly, and 
I had a good time,” Devereaux said. “Some 
people who came late were frustrated with 
lines, but there isn’t really an easy solution. 
We just don’t have the capacity for [2,500] 
students. There were definitely times where 
RUPD had to block off entrances to both the 
tower and commons because literally no 
more people could fit.”

Sid social Sachin Allahabadi said he 

would not have planned the party differently.
“Any public party with over 2,500 people 

would have the same issue of overcrowding,” Al-
lahabadi, a Sid senior, said. “I don’t think it was 
a problem and would have planned the party the 
exact same way again. I know some people had 
issues with the long lines, but that has to do with 
the number of people there. There’s nothing we 
can do about that.”

Jones College junior Nick Rizopoulos said he 
gave up waiting to get into the public party after 
twenty to thirty minutes.

SA budget focuses on the Centennial
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Student Association Budget 2012-2013
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Photos 
of the 
week 

Career Expo
Students 
sweet-talk 
company 
representatives 
at the Center 
for Career De-
velopement’s 
Career Expo.

Students wait outside the entrance to the Sid Richardson College commons and mingle in the beer garden during the most highly-attended 
Sid ’80s party ever, held on Sept. 8. 

0see SID 80s, page 4

0see BUDGET, page 6
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Letter to the Editor
To the editor,

As a member of Rice Program Council for 
the past year and as a current member of Ex-
ecutive Council, I could not help but feel both 
disappointed and frustrated with some of the 
unfounded grievances that were listed about 
the Welcome Back Concert in the Staff Ed for 
the August 24th issue of the Thresher. While 
we at RPC do admit that the Welcome Back 
Concert and Festival had its flaws and could 
be improved in the future, we also made giant 
leaps in creating a widely attended campus-
wide festival.

Although many underclassmen and prob-
ably many of the upperclassmen may not be 
aware, the administration has always sup-
ported a Welcome Back Festival on the day 
of Dis-O to provide alternate activities to day-
time drinking as not all of our students par-
ticipate in drinking alcohol. The Big Owl Bash 
and Owlpalooza from my freshman year had 
extremely low attendance. Two years ago, 
the administration approached RPC with the 
task of improving the annual Welcome Back 
Day, and thus the RPC Welcome Back Concert  
was born. 

The Welcome Back Concert is heavily sup-
ported by the administration for the specific 
purpose of improving student life and curb-
ing some of the dangerous consequences of 
binge drinking on move-in day. If RPC were to 
move the concert to another day it would lose 
nearly all of the necessary resources provided 

by the administration, making a campus wide 
concert and festival impossible. Since the Wel-
come Back Concert started two years ago, EMS 
transports on campus have decreased to zero.  
Even if the concert does not seem well attend-
ed, its presence provides the opportunity for 
students to stop drinking, see live music and 
eat dinner, making our community a safer 
place.  This is why Welcome Back Day has to 
be a longer event.  We want students to come, 
relax and take a break for a few hours to recu-
perate, have fun and stay safe.

We, as RPC members, do truly appre-
ciate student feedback whether in the 
form of articles in the Thresher and stu-
dent interviews or emails to our account at  
riceprogramcouncil@gmail.com. We want to 
let the students know that as an organization 
we have our limitations and are working our 
hardest to provide campus-wide events that 
appeal to everyone.  This letter is written sole-
ly as a clarification for some of the questions 
and grievances raised in the Thresher article 
and to explain more fully the thought and 
hard work that went into the Welcome Back 
Concert. We hope that this has provided some 
insight into what we do as an organization, 
and we look forward to hearing more student 
input as we put on more events.

Risa Dieken is the
RPC Internal Vice President and

a senior at McMurtry College.

 

CCD must cater 
to majors outside 

of engineering
It is not unusual that the Center for 

Career Development’s yearly Career Expo 
features predominatly engineering and 
consulting-based options, but the CCD 
should explore alternative ways to bring 
a more diverse set of opportunities to stu-
dents. More non-science majors could 
be catered to by thinking outside of the  
expo box.

The lack of companies recruiting social 
science or humanities majors is glaring. 
Many companies need writers or research-
ers, from public relations firms to newspa-
pers to museums, and students deserve to 
be exposed to the variety of options avail-
able to them beyond simply matriculating 
into a graduate program. Houston has 
plenty of local publications: Companies 
that need PR representatives and other 
kinds of writers, and the CCD should take 
advantage of that. 

It is understandable that many of these 
companies are small and might not have 
the staff to send to Rice’s expo during work 
hours, but the CCD could consider expand-
ing the expo to a week-long career aware-
ness week. Companies could be invited 
to come for a shorter amount of time for 
open info sessions that target specific ma-
jors throughout the week. This technique 
could also be used for smaller or start-up 
companies could appeal to a variety of sci-
ence majors but that just cannot afford the 
staff or the fee to come to the expo. Rice 
should be trying to appeal to young, mo-
tivated companies that need creative stu-
dents with “unconventional wisdom.”

Additionally, hosting smaller sessions 
for individual companies could also in-
crease consciousness for businesses out-
side the Houston area. The expo had some 
out-of-town companies represented, but 
by expanding opportunities throughout  
the whole week and weekend, businesses 
from other metropolitan Texas areas (and 
even other regions) could attend at higher 
rates. If this isn’t possible, using online 
video chat to give students opportunities 
to connect could be viable.

In the same vein, even if companies 
cannot physically come to Rice, it would 
still be useful for students to get connected 
with workers in the field. It would be great 
to create a bank of people who would be 
happy to chat with students about their 
field by reaching out to recent alumni 
with great jobs, especially at young or  
alternative businesses.

The CCD could also expand career 
possibilities by encouraging professors 
to give talks about their experiences in 
fields outside academia. Individual de-
partments could host forums for profes-
sors, individuals that professors might be 
connected with, and even students who 
have held interesting internships to speak 
about their jobs. Having a variety of outlets 
for students to discover what kind of work 
they are qualified for would be helpful for 
upper- and underclassmen alike. 

The CCD’s Career Expo does not need 
to be as exclusive as it traditionally has 
been. Expanding its focus by bringing in 
companies that represent a variety of sec-
tors throughout a career awareness week 
would allow more students to benefit. The 
expo is a great way for some majors to 
make the connections they need for great 
jobs and internships; now the CCD needs 
to get creative about connecting the rest.    

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the  
piece’s author.

thresher-ops@rice.edu
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The other morning morning, I biked out to 
Greenbriar Lot to do a few laps on the track. I 
did a bit of counting on one of my laps, and I 
calculated that there were spaces for at least 
700 cars inside the track itself – more if you 
put a few cars where the starting lanes are. 
There was one car there. I am not sure how it 
got there, since the entire thing was cordoned 
off. There was not any real reason to have it 
open, though – the rest of the lot could not 
have been more than half full.

A few weeks ago, I went to the parking of-
fice to see about getting a parking permit for 
the year. I am cheap and do not mind riding 
my bike to get to my car, so I figured I would 
just get a spot in Greenbriar. I made the mis-
take of not checking the prices before I went, 
and I almost did not believe it when the man I 
spoke with told me it would cost $363 to park 
there for the year. I asked him why I would 
choose to pay that much when I could park in 
the same place for a dollar every two days as a 
visitor (almost exactly half the cost assuming 
you use the lot year-round: Greenbriar costs $1 
per entry for visitors, and you can stay there 
up to two days per entry). His answer: to avoid 
having to re-park every two days and to get 
“move-up” privileges on evenings and week-
ends. The former was undeniably tempting, 
but given the proximity of free evening and 
weekend parking in the neighborhood north 
of campus and on Main Street across from 
Lovett College, the latter seemed like less of  
a bargain.

The neighborhoods around campus are not 
places the administration – or the residents 
– want students to be parking, but the under-
graduate surcharge and distance of Greenbriar 
Lot are much more powerful incentives than 
the email Vice President for Administration 
Kevin Kirby sent out on Aug. 28 reminding the 
Rice community of the university’s policy re-
garding parking in the neighborhoods: “When 
visiting, residing or working at Rice-owned 
properties, Rice contractors and Rice students, 
staff, faculty and their guests are expected to 
park in university-provided parking facilities, 
not on neighborhood streets.”

Compared to the rates charged by The Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin and the University of 
Houston, Rice’s undergraduate parking fees 

seem exorbitant. UT’s main campus is less 
than 1.5 times the size of Rice’s, but UT has 
more than 7.5 times as many faculty, staff and 
students. At UT, the price for a student to park 
in a contract spot in a surface lot is $120 per 
year. UH’s main campus is about 2.25 times the 
size of Rice’s, but UH has more than five times 
as many faculty, staff and students. At UH, stu-
dents can park for as little as $86 a year.

Why is there an undergraduate parking sur-
charge? According to Director of Administra-
tive Services Eugen Radulescu, it is to discour-
age undergraduates from bringing their cars 
on campus and exacerbating what Radulescu 
said was the biggest problem: the shortage of 
spaces for the center of campus. While Rad-
ulescu said that there are about 2,000 spaces 
east of the Shepherd School of Music, there 
are 7,000 spaces to the west of it, including 
the parking at the BioSciences Research Col-
laborative. The surcharge is understandable 
for most of the campus’ lots: Faculty, staff and 
graduate students in general have a greater 
need for parking. There are two exceptions 
that need to be made, however: for students 
living off campus, and for students will to park 
in the Greenbriar Lot, which clearly does not 
have a shortage of spaces.

By waiving the undergraduate parking sur-
charge in Greenbriar Lot, Rice would actually 
reduce parking demand for the other campus 
lots: It is one thing to pay an extra $87 to park 
on the close side of the stadium instead of the 
far side, and another thing altogether to pay 
an extra $297. While paying $153 to park a good 
15-minute walk from my room (this might be as 
little as 10 minutes for south college residents) 
still seems extreme, it is much more palatable 
than the current rate. I might still get mugged 
on my way out to the lot, but at least I will 
not be robbed by the university before I even  
get there.

    
                Seth Brown is an

editor in chief of the Thresher 
and a Jones College senior.

As I read the umpteenth article about im-
proving leadership among Rice undergradu-
ates last year, I actually laughed out loud. 
Once again, a person touting student leader-
ship mentioned many engineering clubs, yet 
apparently no other academic organizations 
came to mind. As someone who was in the 
other half of non-engineering science, it made 
me wonder why natural science majors  were 
always lumped together when it seems like the 
Wiess School of Natural Sciences tried so hard 
to not be at all like engineering.

The George R. Brown School of Engineering 
has offices that provide advice on communica-
tions, leadership, international experiences 
and interactions with professionals. Likewise, 
the Schools of Humanities and Social Sciences 
provide many leadership opportunities in their 
academic units and have encouraged strong 
student ties to campus research centers like 
the Baker Institute. The School of Natural Sci-
ences has no counterparts to these programs, 
and there seems to be a mindset that these re-
sources are useless for people who are going to 
graduate school to become researchers. While 

some could argue these skills are irrelevant to 
the process of scientific research, they are still 
vital for professional success.

Being a great scientist today means more 
than just being good at research. Findings are 
meaningless if researchers cannot effectively 
communicate them to their colleagues. It is 
also important to be able to reach out to the 
broader public, which financially supports 
most research. This ability is something the 
National Science Foundation considers in re-
search grants, so even if some professors ques-
tion outreach efforts, they can at least appreci-
ate how developing these skills will be useful 
for students’ careers. And at a university where 
many bemoan the public’s poor understanding 
of science, it seems only fitting that we should 
be involved in the process of making our com-
munity more scientifically literate. Who better 
to teach science to the public than students 
who recently struggled through it?  Is teaching 
others not the best way to learn? The problem 
is that there are virtually no opportunities for 
students to do this.

Communication is also an important aspect 
of teamwork. As research becomes increasing-
ly collaborative, more scientists must be able 
to work together in a technical setting, and we 
need technical leaders to help organize these 
efforts. Except for purely theoretical work, the 
line between engineering and science research 
seems to be increasingly blurred, so we should 
probably understand what it is like to work 
with people from other disciplines. In a simi-
lar vein, the increasingly international nature 
of research means science students should be 
competent in cross-cultural communication.

The lack of opportunities is glaring when 
you see that the School of Natural Sciences 
seems to encourage professors to become 
involved in similar activities. Numerous sci-
ence professors proudly offer their exper-
tise to the media on relevant stories. I have 
heard people boast that it is hard to tell 
the difference between some of our science 
and engineering professors. Many profes-
sors hold appointments in multiple depart-
ments, in recognition of the interdisciplinary 
nature of their work, and several work with  
international collaborators.

Even worse, though, is the fact that a fu-
ture other than the bachelor’s-to-doctorate-
to-postdoc-to-professor-to-tenure track seems 
unthinkable in Rice’s attitude toward science 
majors. The one exception seems to be profes-
sors’ winks and nods to the existence of our 
large pre-med population. I have several sci-
ence major friends who were not sure whether 
they wanted to go to graduate school but also 
did not seem to know what they could do with 
just a science bachelor’s that actually utilized 
their skill set. Sure, many Rice graduates go 
into consulting, but you can do that with any 
major. It also seems unrealistic to assume that 
everyone going to graduate school will become 
a professor, especially when leading publica-
tions like “Nature” point out that universities 
produce far more doctorates than available  
professor positions.

This also is not meant as a critique of pro-
fessors, as many do try to work with students. 
The problem is with the broader view in the 
advising system and the poor assistance other 
resources at Rice provide to natural science 

students. We are told scientific engineers are 
marketable to companies, but at every career 
fair I attended, that translated into companies 
wanting engineering undergrads or science 
grad students. The Baker Institute stresses 
the importance of scientists to government, 
but most of the science policy program is 
focused exclusively on health policy or bio-
medical research. Programs from the Center 
for Civic Engagement focus mainly on health 
and the environment, though the Center for 
Civic Research and Design also supports some  
engineering projects.

I do not know the solutions to all these 
problems or whether other people even con-
sider these issues as problematic. However, 
something seems off when I know so many 
intelligent people who feel they did not get 
much help planning for life after Rice. By writ-
ing about my experience, I hope to help cre-
ate a dialogue about what science students 
want from their time at Rice. Rice tries hard 
to respond to students’ concerns, so I think if 
people voice a demand for change, it will hap-
pen. Last year, I spoke with the Office of Inter-
national Programs about confusing advice for 
science majors regarding study abroad, and 
the staff came up with new programs and re-
sources to market specifically to science ma-
jors. If just one student can help improve ad-
vising, imagine what a whole school could do. 
One student improved study abroad offerings; 
a whole school can reform academic advising. 

      
                           Matthew Diasio is a  

                                       Sid Richardson graduate,  
class of 2012.

Students in School of Natural Science burdened with inferior advising

Rice parking fees unreasonable

Seth Brown

Matthew Diasio

By waiving the undergrad-
uate parking surcharge 
in Greenbriar Lot, Rice 
would actually reduce 
parking demand for the 
other campus lots.

Party Patrol

Sid Richardson’s ’80s

Rating Categories
Thresher 

Staff
Opinion

PRIVATE PARTIES C-

INTANGIBLES
Perceived security, alcohol safety, accesibil-

ity, anything else that affected the night
B-

B

B

C+

Student
 Body* 

Opinion

C+

B-

B+

A

B-

ATMOSPHERE
Theme, costume participation, decor

OVERALL GRADE

MUSIC/DANCING
People getting freaky?

“It was literally impossible to get in. Sid 
needs to re-think how it throws its parties 
so that everyone who shows up after 10 
p.m. is not left out.”

“I always love the ’80s music at Sid; it’s 
something different from the regular  
public parties.”

“Sid’s commons are just too small for a 
party of this magnitude.”

“The line was taller than Sid itself.”

“Music and beer garden were great. 
Molly and the Ringwalds were excellent  
as always.”

*Based on a poll of 220 undergraduate students
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The following were noted at the most recent meeting of the Student Association on Sept. 10.

■■■ Emily Page, of the Rice Wellness Center, presented the upcoming Wellbeing Project. The Well-
ness Center is preparing to offer more programs that will equip students with knowledge of 
when to act and refrain. The training is based on University of Arizona’s “Step Up” program.

■■■ Patrick Lukingbeal, speaking for the Rice Wellness Center, led an open forum of the status of 
the Caregiving program. According to Lukingbeal, the Caregiver training now includes more 
specifics along with scenarios. Plans to change the name of the program are underway and the 
Wellness Center decide on a name change as soon as possible.

■■■ Centennial Celebrations Specialist Melissa Fwu (Brown ’12) said that all serveries will serve 
dinner the Saturday of the Centennial, Oct. 13, at 7:30 p.m.

■■■ Esperanza will be held on Oct. 12 at Founders Court. Ticket sales are capped at 1,500 for this 
event and can be purchased at the Rice Memorial Center info desk for $20.

■■■ All club pesidents are invited to dialogue with the SA at the first ever Clubs Banquet on Sept. 16 
to develop a better support system for clubs. RSVP must be sent to sapres@rice.edu.

The SA will next meet on Monday, Sept. 17 in the Farnsworth Pavilion.

NEWS IN BRIEF - BRC
The Biosciences Research Collaborative 

Administrative office, Suite 140, flooded on 
Sept. 10 around 4:15 p.m. Flooding was caused 
by a broken Victaulic coupling on an 8-inch 
pipe that was the fire sprinkler main, according 
to Community Development Specialist and Sci-
ence Communication Liaison Margie French. A 
significant amount of water came from the ceil-

ing, damaging office equipment and causing 
administrative and support staff to be relocated 
to other offices in the BRC, French said. The 
water spread to some bioengineering offices 
in the southern part of Suite 135, but research 
labs were undamaged, French said.  A damages 
report is currently underway. 

-Brooke Bullock

Because Rice currently has more job postings 
than students, Rice’s connection with a company 
may be hurt if not enough students apply for its 
positions or go to the company’s information ses-
sion, according to van den Heuvel.

“One of the most common things I get from 
employers is that they don’t have enough stu-
dents applying for [their] positions,” Campbell 
said. “[And] we really are crammed for space.”

Blackbaud representative Bret Pettichord said 
this is the company’s first time recruiting at Rice. 
Blackbaud is a software company that provides 
services to nonprofits.

“We mostly recruit at UT, [but] we [also] came 
to Rice this time to diversify our university pro-
gram,” Pettichord said.

YES Prep Public Schools representative Aman-
da Nicolo said YES Prep hired about a dozen Rice 
students last year and that YES Prep is happy to 
continue its longstanding relationship with Rice.

“[Rice students] make excellent teachers,” 
Nicolo said.

In order to diversify Rice’s career options, 
Campbell said CCD actively works to bring in 
more underrepresented companies by lowering 
their registration fee for the Career Expo, among 
other things.

“For example, the Houston Chronicle [wasn’t] 
able to come because they don’t have the staff 
to come right out,” Campbell said. “But we told 
them... we’re willing to work with companies in 
underrepresented industries.”

Heuvel said she encourages students to talk 
to recruiters even though their majors are not 
explicitly listed on the recruiting list. Camp-
bell added the importance of articulating the 
student’s skills and how these skills fit into the 
employers’ needs.

“What students don’t realize is [...] there are 
a lot of positions [in a big company] outside of 
what’s listed,” Campbell said.

According to Campbell, it is very important for 

liberal arts students to understand that their job 
searches will not be as linear as those of engineers 
and will require more creativity and initiative. 

Heuvel said one of the career services that 
would be helpful to humanities and social sci-
ences majors is the Mentor Network, a database 
of volunteer mentors. By networking with these 
mentors, students can explore possible career de-
velopments in line with their majors.

Other services include job postings on RICE-
link and Vault. Vault can be accessed via OWL-
Space and RICElink can be accessed through the 
CCD’s website.

Martel College junior Abby Downing-Beaver 
said she did not go to the Career Expo this year.

“I find that [the Career Expo] is geared to-
wards engineers and pre-med majors and not 
towards humanities and social sciences majors,” 
Downing-Beaver, a linguistics and English double 
major, said.

Jones College junior Ruby Gee went to the Ca-
reer Expo looking for an internship and was over-
all satisfied.

“Most of the booths were not applicable to 
me, but there were a few booths that actually 
spoke to English majors [and] were excited to 
have me,” Gee said.

Mechanical engineering major and Will Rice 
College senior Jeffrey Lee said the Career Expo 
was helpful.

“I really like the venue of [Tudor Fieldhouse]. 
It seems like there was just enough space,” Lee 
said. “I was able to talk to most of the companies 
I wanted to, but the lines for some of the bigger 
companies were pretty long.”

Wiess College senior Henry Gorman said al-
though he did not go to the Career Expo, he went 
to many information sessions organized by CCD.

“[I have talked to] Deloitte, BCG [and] Ac-
centure,” Gorman, a mathematics and his-
tory double major, said. “Generally, people are 
pretty helpful.”

Engineering

All Majors

Business & Policy

Humanities

Uncategorized

Natural Sciences
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“I wasn’t able to get in to the public party be-
cause the line was too long and they were only 
letting a few people in at a time,” Rizopoulos 
said. “The guy wouldn’t let me up the elevator 
to the private parties, so I had to take the stairs. 
If they had more people in the private parties 
there wouldn’t have been so many people at the 
public [party].”

Devereaux attributed the increase in atten-
dance to the nature of the party and the increas-
ing size of the freshman class.

“’80s is just one of the more popular parties 
on campus where even if you aren’t a person who 
typically goes to public parties, you still go to 
’80s,” Devereaux said. “I think it’s the band, and 
the theme is really accessible. We hyped it up a 
lot because we wanted a lot of people to come. It 
becomes a campus-wide event at that point.”

Devereaux said the capacity issue is not an 
easy fix.

“More and more, people are coming back each 
year,” she said. “It’s difficult to imagine how we 
could fit the entire student body. We could extend 
the outdoor area perhaps, but until Sid is remod-
eled, there is no way to fit more than 400 people 
in our commons.”

Sid social Rachel Tenney said that limitations 
with moving the party outdoors include the fact 
that the party would then be subject to Texas 
noise laws and party attendees would have to 

0SID ’80S
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be considerate of the masters and resident as-
sociates and their families living in neighboring 
Hanszen and Wiess Colleges.

“Putting two speakers at medium volume is 
different than putting a crowd of hundreds of 
people plus an entire cover band outdoors,” Ten-
ney said.

According to Allahabadi, Sid has always ex-
perienced capacity issues during ’80s.

“We have had to use RUPD before,” he 
said. “This is not the first time this has hap-
pened. I think it seemed [like this was the first 
time there were capacity issues] because the 
line was so long.”

Allahabadi said he would encourage more 
people to hang out in the beer garden area.

“We had food outside, tables to sit at, al-
cohol for those of age and the band’s music 
playing live through the speakers,” Allahabadi 
said. “If you were outside, you pretty much got 
most of the party.”

Tenney said an easy fix to address for next 
year would be having separate lines for non-Rice 
student guests and Rice students.

Martel College senior Claire Morice said she 
she got in around 11 p.m., but some of her friends 
who showed up later had problems.

“They could maybe have more control over 
the number of non-Rice guests allowed,” Morice 
said. “I did like the beer garden. Maybe have 
more of the party outside, which would allow for 
more circulation of people, [and] maybe get the 
band to perform outside as well. Just have some-
thing to draw more people outside.”

RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police
Department for the period Sep. 6-12.

REsidENtiaL CoLLEGEs
Lovett College

Sid Rich College

 
OthEr LocatioNs
N/A

Shakespeare Street

Sep. 9

Sep. 8

 
Sep. 6

Sep. 8

Report of suicidal undergraduate, 
referred to Counseling Center
Alcohol violations at Sid Rich 80s 
Party, Student Judicial Programs re-
ferrals & County Citations

1 FE&P staff member threatened an-
other, referred to Human Resources
Unknown driver hit a Transportation 
Dept. bus and fled the scene
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Prior to the changes, the Alcohol Policy 
only stated, “If a student on campus becomes 
endangered by the use of alcohol, students 
should not hesitate to contact Rice EMS, the 
duty of which is to provide medical assistance, 
not to report violations of policy,” according to 
University Court Chair Lauren Theis.

The updated policy states that those receiv-
ing amnesty must attend a follow-up meeting 
with their college master, the Dean of Un-
dergraduates, the Counseling Center or the 
Wellness Center. To be eligible for amnesty, a 
student must have initiated the request for as-
sistance, and once EMS arrives, those desiring 
amnesty must not be aggressive or belligerent 
toward emergency assistance providers, ac-
cording to the revised Alcohol Policy.

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
led the directive to clarify the policy after the 
Student Association and college presidents 
brought up the issue last spring, according to  
Basgall, speaking on behalf of Hutchinson and 
Chief of Police and Director of Public Safety 
Johnny Whitehead.

“When students were unsure of how [the 
policy] related to the often thrown-around 
phrase ‘EMS amnesty,’ they would hesitate 
when calling EMS because they feared getting 
in trouble,” Theis, a Weiss College senior, said. 
“The policy rewording arose because students 
asked for clarification, and the administration 
directly responded to us.”

Hutchinson, Associate Dean of Undergrad-
uates Donald Ostdiek and the college presi-
dents coordinated to revise the policy, taking 
into account the expectations of the Rice com-
munity, Texas and federal law, and other uni-
versities’ policies, according to Theis.

“RUPD and REMS will continue to respond  
exactly as they have in the past,” Basgall said. 
“There’s nothing different about the medical 
amnesty policy. It’s just a written version of 
what has been our practice. The goal was to 
be more successful in conveying to students 
the importance of calling REMS when they or 
a friend is in need.”

The updated policy clearly defines what is 
covered under amnesty, how to receive amnes-
ty, and how the right to amnesty can be lost, 
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Theis said.
According to Basgall, students should pay 

attention to how the policy requires coopera-
tion with REMS and the RUPD.

“Failure to cooperate, including such be-
haviors as violence and vandalism, does not 
fall under the amnesty provision,” Basgall said.

Martel College sophomore Alyce Chu said 
she would be wary of calling EMS now specifi-
cally because of the wording of the new policy. 

“I wouldn’t want my friend to suddenly 
get angry while drunk and not get amnesty,” 
Chu said.

The new policy could force a lose-lose situa-
tion for students, Chu said.

“According to the Alcohol Policy, students 
who don’t call for help ‘may be sanctioned 
up to and including rustication, suspension, 
or expulsion.’ But what if you know your 
friend gets angry while drunk, but needs 
help?” Chu said. “Would you call knowing 
he wouldn’t get amnesty, or not call and po-
tentially get yourself sanctioned? Having to 
make that choice is pretty messed up.”

The University Court, which rules on alco-
hol-related cases according to its website, is 
unaffected by the policy changes, Theis said.

“Last year, we were faced with a Univer-
sity Court case that required us to define 
our own understanding of and requirements 
for EMS amnesty,” Theis said. “The decided 
University Court policy matches the new 
policy exactly, which really speaks to the 
reasonable community expectations that are 
shared by all students. The published clari-
fication will help ensure that students, Uni-
versity Court and the administration are on 
the same page and prevent future miscom-
munication from arising.”

Jones College sophomore Patrick Shipsey 
said that despite already being aware of the 
extensiveness of the amnesty policy, he still 
appreciated the changes.

“Having it set down publicly in writing 
gives me greater confidence in RUPD and 
EMS,” Shipsey said. “I was a little surprised 
to see that amnesty extended as far as pro-
vision of any intoxicating substances, but I 
think that illustrates that the safety of stu-
dents really is their number one priority.”

For the full policy, go to students.rice.
edu/students/Alcohol_Policy.asp
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by Tina Nazerian
for the Thresher

Rice placed 17th in the 2013 U.S. News & 
World Report “National University” rankings, 
announced Sept. 11, for the ninth year in a row.

Seventy-five percent of each school’s rank is 
derived from a formula measuring objective aca-
demic quality, the website states. The remaining 
25 percent is subjective and is derived from either 
a peer assessment survey given to each school’s 
President, Dean of Admissions and Provost, or 
an academic reputation survey given to high 
school counselors, according to the website. 

The U.S. News website reports that it de-
rives most of its ranking data from the schools 
themselves. Every year, all accredited four-year 
colleges and universities need to fill out a ques-
tionnaire sent by U.S. News, states the website. 
This questionnaire covers things such as faculty 
salaries and SAT scores. The survey data is then 
recorded and checked as needed for accuracy. If 
a school does not return or completely fill out the 
questionnaire, U.S. News turns to other appropri-
ate sources, such as the Council for Aid to Edu-
cation and the U.S. Department of Education’s 
National Center for Education Statistics.

In order to be ranked by U.S News, a college 
must have regional accreditation and at least 200 
students enrolled, states the website. 

Rice is grouped under the category “National 
Universities,” defined on the website as universi-
ties that offer a full range of undergraduate ma-
jors, masters and Ph.D. programs and produce 
groundbreaking research. Data pertaining to 16 
areas of academic excellence is collected. Each 
area is given a percentage value based on which 
aspects of quality are deemed the most impor-
tant, and from there, the total weighted scores 
are used to rank to colleges.

President David Leebron said he believes that 
Rice continues to rank among the top 20 univer-
sities in the United States, which shows its dedi-
cation to an effective undergraduate educational 
experience and to impactful research.

“We do what we do not for the rankings, 
but for the value we add to our community and 
world,” he said.  

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
said he believes that these rankings are impor-
tant to our students and alumni because when 
Rice’s reputation is enhanced, the value of a Rice 
education is enhanced.

“Overall, our consistently high ranking re-
flects the quality of the undergraduate educa-
tional experience and the quality of the faculty, 
the extensive student-faculty interactions and 
the high academic success rates of our stu-
dents,” he said.

Vice President of Enrollment Chris Muñoz 
said that visibility of the U.S. News and World 
Report makes the ranking even more satisfying. 

“We are always gratified when we are rec-
ognized among the best universities in the na-
tion,” Muñoz said. “This is especially so when 
it is from a prominent source like U.S. News 
and World Report.”

Professor of English Wesley Morris said he 
was delighted that Rice received such a high 
rating, but believes that such ratings do not 
measure the true value of what makes Rice both 
unique and an exceptional place to learn among 
its peer institutions.

“It’s not just the small size and high SAT av-
erages that define Rice; but also the remarkable 
and broad based dedication to teaching, learn-
ing, and creating, to open and frequent exchange 
between faculty and students and no less impor-
tant; the support and guidance that so many stu-
dents give to one another, that makes Rice truly 
different,” Morris said.

Brown College junior Kylie Cullinan was 
happy about Rice being recognized as a top 20 
university again.  

“You hear about people outside of Texas 
not knowing about Rice, and I think these 
kinds of rankings are great for increasing 
national recognition and encouraging more 
students to apply here.”

Will Rice College senior Sonny Nguyen said 
the ranking does not take into account the spe-
cial things about Rice.

“What this ranking fails to capture is stu-
dent happiness and Rice’s quirky culture with 
events that other schools don’t have such as 
Beer Bike,” he said.

Rice places near top in national university rankings
Rice ranked 17th in nation for ninth consecutive year Rice places 3rd in ranking based on alumni satisfaction

by DixitaViswanath
for the Thresher

In a new survey obtained by an online col-
lege ranking website, Alumni Factor, that aims 
to assess colleges based on how their gradu-
ates perform, Rice placed third among nation-
al universities, with only Yale University and 
Princeton University ranked higher. The rank-
ings were released on Sept. 10.

Rice is one of only four schools to be in the 
top 20 in 25 out of 26 attributes, according to 
the Alumni Factor website. Among the top 177 
national universities, Rice is ranked the sec-
ond best school for intellectual development, 
preparation for career success and value for 
the cost of education.

In the category “would recommend to a 
student,” Rice placed sixth. It placed seventh 
for household net worth and eighth for overall 
happiness. It ranked No. 11 for three attributes: 
friendship development, likelihood the alumni 
would choose Rice again and the percentage of 
alumni giving.

Alumni Factor is a new startup company 
based in Atlanta, Ga. comprised of just under 
20 employees. This independent company is 
not affiliated with any news organization, 
publishing house or any other organization 
in the secondary education arena, according 
to its website. 

Chief Executive Officer and Executive 
Editor of Alumni Factor Monica McGurke 
said she created this organization to compile 
rankings and profiles of all higher education 
institutions in the United States. McGurke 
said Alumni Factor’s mission is to help pro-
spective applicants and their parents see 
how well a university prepares its students 
for the real world and what becomes of those 
students post-graduation. 

According to McGurke, over 42,000 alumni 
were surveyed for this study over a three-year 
period, totaling approximately 200 respon-
dents from each school and spread out over a 
variety of majors and graduation years. 

According to the Alumni Factor website, 
each college ranking was formed from a list 

of 15 attributes that were equally weighted, 
ranging from income levels to overall hap-
piness of graduates. Data for 13 of the 15 
attributes came from the alumni. McGurke 
said that only two of the 15 attributes — the 
school’s six-year graduation rate and the 
percentage of alumni who donate annually 
— are gathered from sources other than the 
graduates and schools. 

Current graduate student James Carpen-
ter (Will Rice ’12) said it was no surprise to 
him that Rice students are very successful 
after graduation. 

“During Owl Days, I saw a group of 20 stu-
dents sing in a small concert, and I fell in love 
with Rice’s inner beauty,” Carpenter said. “I 
saw how happy everyone was here and knew 
that this was the place I would stay. It would be 
silly to go anywhere else [for graduate school].”

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
said Rice fosters the skill of external learning 
in a unique manner.

“Education is growing both intellectu-
ally and personally,” Hutchinson said. “It is 
more than the classroom; it is building and 
maintaining relationships. To be successful, 
[a Rice student] learns more than knowledge. 
They learn integrity, confidence and pride in 
their work.”

Georgia Institute of Technology professor of 
statistics David Goldsman independently ana-
lyzed the bulk of the data collected by Alumni 
Factor. Goldsman said he thought high-ranked 
schools on this study indicated a positive un-
dergraduate nature.

“Some other schools, like Harvard, have 
great reputations and a great list of alumni,” 
Goldsman said. “However, the students at 
these schools don’t have good experiences. 
[...] Extremely bright, hypercompetitive kids 
may not have time to engage in activities there. 
They may not establish as [strong] connections 
as students of other schools do. [Students at 
Rice] do develop these lifelong friendships 
while receiving a quality education.”

Both McGurke and Goldsman expect 
Alumni Factor to release another edition of 
rankings by the next application cycle. 
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by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

New versions of posters informing Rice com-
munity members of steps they can take if they be-
lieve they have been sexually assaulted currently 
hang in bathrooms across campus.

The revamping of the posters was initiated 
by Director of Equal Employment Opportunity 
Programs and Affirmative Action Russell Barnes. 
Barnes said old versions of the posters on Rice’s 
sexual harassment policy were located in only 
approximately 30 places around campus, and he 
wanted to update the poster content and hang 
posters in more locations. 

In addition to all campus restrooms, the post-
ers were also put up in Tudor Fieldhouse, Reck-
ling Park and the Barbara & David Gibbs Recre-
ation and Wellness Center, according to Barnes.

“We felt a need to inform the public — any-
body who comes to Rice who is a guest, faculty, 
student or staff member — so that everyone under-
stands exactly what they need to do in the case of 
an emergency or if they have to report a crime,” 
Barnes said.

Barnes said the university’s increased public-
ity regarding Rice’s sexual harassment policy was 
prompted in part by a “Dear Colleague” letter cir-
culated by the U.S. Department of Education Of-
fice of Civil Rights on April 4, 2011.

The OCR’s “Dear Colleague” letter focused on 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, a 
federal civil rights law that prohibits sexual dis-
crimination in any federally funded education or 
activity, according to the letter. 

OCR released the 19-page letter to inform 
school districts, colleges and universities that 
sexual harassment, including sexual violence, is a 
form of sexual discrimination and is thus prohib-
ited under Title IX, a fact sheet issued by the OCR 
regarding the letter states. The letter also explains 
schools’ obligation to end sexual harassment 
and sexual violence and provides guidelines for 
schools to achieve this.

Sexual harassment comprises any unwelcome 
conduct of a sexual nature, according to the letter. 
Sexual violence, which falls under sexual harass-
ment, refers to any physical sexual act performed 
against a person’s will or when a person is not ca-
pable of giving consent; examples of sexual vio-

lence include rape, sexual assault, sexual battery 
and sexual coercion, the letter states.

Barnes, who has worked at Rice for 21 years 
and was previously Director of Employee Rela-
tions and Human Resources, said Rice is not 
immune to serious issues such as sexual ha-
rassment.

“In both [positions] I’ve seen a lot of what goes 
on at the university, and it’s things that most peo-
ple are not aware of,” Barnes said. “I noticed that a 
fair number of things involved sexual harassment. 
We’re a cross-section of the rest of society and any 
problems that you find in society, you’ll find at 
Rice or any other institution.”

The current posters state that sexual assault is 
not tolerated in any form at Rice and that any sus-
pected incident of sexual violence or misconduct 
should be reported to Assistant Dean of Student 
Judicial Programs Donald Ostdiek. Rice commu-
nity members may also file a report with the Rice 
University Police Department if the incident oc-
curred on campus. 

Ostdiek, who is also Associate Dean of Un-
dergraduates, said there have been instances of 
sexual harassment on campus between students, 
between faculty or staff members and students 
and between faculty or staff members.

Cases involving students accused of sexual 
harassment are formally reported to and handled 
by Ostdiek through Student Judicial Programs, the 
primary administrative office authorized to inves-
tigate and enforce solutions for violations of the 
Student Code of Conduct, he said.

Cases involving faculty or staff members ac-
cused of sexual harassment are formally handled 
by Barnes and the Department of Human Resourc-
es, Ostdiek said. 

RUPD would investigate any sexual harass-
ment case involving criminal violations, such as 
stalking, intimidation or sexual assault, according 
to RUPD Chief Johnny Whitehead.

However, Ostdiek said that anyone who feels 
they have been sexually harassed should feel free 
to speak with him, Barnes, college masters, coor-
dinators, resident associates and faculty members 
informally about the incident.

“Rice closely follows a procedure designed 
to listen to and respect the victim and his or her 
wishes, to provide the victim and the whole com-
munity with a safe environment free of sexual ha-

rassment [and] to appropriately protect the rights 
of the accused,” Ostdiek said.

In an email sent to students, faculty and staff 
members on Sept. 5, President David Leebron 
asked that the recipients take the online training 
course “Preventing Sexual Harassment.” Barnes 
developed the module approximately seven years 
ago for the Rice community, Barnes said. All grad-
uate students are required to take the training ev-
ery year, according to Barnes.

Ostdiek said refraining from sexual harass-
ment and preventing and reporting cases of sex-
ual harassment is fundamental ethical behavior.

“No student, no member of our community, 
should face the stress, uncertainty or threats gen-
erated in situations with sexual harassment as-
pects, whether in a classroom, in the colleges or in 
a work environment,” Ostdiek said. “[Respecting 
this right] is a necessary condition for being a stu-
dent at Rice and part of our community.” 

Director of the Rice Women’s Resource Cen-
ter Kori Bertun said that though the posters and 
Leebron’s email are steps in the right direction, 
the administration should do more to educate 
Rice students on the issue of sexual harassment.

“We need more staff paid by the university to 
specifically address this issue and we need to not 
just rely on student groups,” Bertun, a Brown Col-
lege senior, said. 

Bertun said students must acknowledge that 
sexual harassment does indeed occur on campus.

“It’s really easy to think, especially at Rice, that 
we live in a utopian environment and nothing bad 
happens here, when really, that’s not the case,” 
Bertun said. “I’m not alone in knowing people 
on this campus who have been victims of sexual 
abuse. Not only is it frustrating for them when 
they don’t know what to do on the administration 
side, but it’s also frustrating that they’re surround-
ed by people who don’t really think it’s an issue.”

Bertun said that focus on these serious issues 
tends to be concentrated around certain groups of 
people and during certain time periods of the year.

“It’s not just an issue during O-Week. It’s not 
just an issue for freshmen. It’s not just an issue 
around NOD. It’s an issue every day of every week 
of the year,” Bertun said. “We need to build a 
culture that acknowledges those issues, not in a 
scary, intimidating sense, but in a way that opens 
up the floor for discussion.”

Bathroom posters publicize sexual harassment policy
Part of the Centennial budget will go toward 

student-centered activities, such as the Centen-
nial Picnic on Oct. 12 and the Student Vision for 
the Second Century Town Hall on Oct. 11, Jain 
said. Another part of the SA Centennial budget 
will be spent on marketing through flyers for 
both Rice and the SA during the Centennial, 
Agrawal said. 

Agrawal said a part of the SA’s own budget, 
separate from the Centennial budget, will be 
directed toward general SA marketing and mer-
chandise. Jain said she hopes to promote aware-
ness of the SA and what it can do for students.

“A lot of students don’t know what we do,” 
Jain said. “One of my goals is to market the SA.” 

In addition, connecting to students through 
marketing and merchandise giveaways can 
help the SA learn how to better provide for stu-
dents, Jain said. 

Agrawal said that compared to last year, 
about $1,000 more will be going to market-
ing and merchandising. That money has come 
out of internal expenses like retreats and food 
at senate meetings, he said. The general mar-
keting budget is $1,000, and the merchandise 
budget is $2,936.16 according to the budget 
uploaded to the SA website. The SA plans to 
hold giveaways of small items like lanyards and 
whiteboards to encourage students to sign up 
for the SA listserv or talk to SA members in order 
to increase visibility and knowledge about the 
SA, Agrawal said. 

Sid Richardson College sophomore Kara van 
Schilfgaarde said students are generally apa-
thetic to their efforts. 

“What [the SA does] is important, but I think 
the only people who care about the SA are in the 
SA,” van Schilfgaarde said. “I feel like people try 
their best to ignore them.”

The SA budget also includes a $2,350 allot-
ment for annual events like Sammy’s Picnic 
and Mr. Rice. The Hedgehopper card received 
a $1,800 budget based on the $50 fee extracted 
from each sponsor on the card, $1,400 of which 
has already been spent, Agrawal said. He said 
the other $400 will be used to continue promot-
ing the Hedgehopper card.

A full breakdown of this year’s budget can 
be found at http://sa.rice.edu/minutes, listed as 
“SA Budget 2012-13.”

0BUDGET
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY ELENA LACEY

All the world’s a stage

by Reed Thornburg
FeatureS Editor

Department meetings are usually the 
same. They lure prospective students into the 
get-together with the promise of free food, but 
“free” food at Rice always comes with strings 
attached. In the case of these departmental 
welcome-back meetings, the price of 
admission is standing around awkwardly and 
trying to remember what class you took with 
which person. Sometimes, however, these 
strings can pay off.

Jordan Jaffe (Baker ’12) was at the 
Department of Visual and Dramatic Arts’ 
welcome back meeting in the fall of 2010 when 
one of his professors gave him the idea that 
would become his life’s focus.

“Offhandedly, one of my VADA professors 
says, ‘There is this basement out in Hammond 
Hall. Why doesn’t someone do a show there?’” 
Jaffe said. “I thought about it that night and 
came to Christina [Keefe] in the morning with 
a script I liked, and asked her to [perform] it in 
the basement.”

In short, that script became Jaffe’s first 
production, and it laid the foundation for his 
company Black Lab Theatre.

“From putting that one show together, 
I realized how much I liked it,” Jaffe said. “I 
liked being able to pick projects as both an 
actor and a producer.”

Last year, as Jaffe entered his senior year 
at Rice, he formalized this fledgling theater 
company with the ambitious mission of 
“producing regional, local and world premieres 
that embody the values of theatrical ingenuity, 
integrity and sincerity.” With the conviction 
that Jaffe talks about his project, it is easy to 
believe that theater has been his life’s passion, 
but this enthusiasm actually developed during 
his freshman year at Rice.

“What’s great about coming to a school like 
Rice is that I had never done theater before, 
and I was able to walk down to the theater 
department and gain experience,” Jaffe said.

Still, his trajectory through Rice has been 
atypical to say the least. After his sophomore 
year, he moved to Los Angeles to pursue 
acting full-time. Aside from a brief cameo 
appearance in The CW’s “Gossip Girl,” it soon 
became obvious to Jaffe that his true passion 
was with theater. So, his journey continued as 
he moved from Los Angeles to New York City 
in order to train at the Atlantic Acting School. 
All the while he had a sense of lingering regret 
that he never quite finished his degree at 
Rice. So, after two years away from Houston, 
he returned to Rice to complete his degree  

and graduate.
 After all of his travels, he realized that 

what he really wanted was to develop 
the somewhat stagnant theater scene  
of Houston.

“What I saw when I first came back [to 
Houston] from New York was a lot of revivals, 
and a lot of musicals,” Jaffe said. “We are a city 
of millions, and there is no reason why a play 
that opens in New York or Chicago shouldn’t 
open here as well.”

Jaffe saw a new market in Houston 
for cutting-edge drama that avoided the 
ostentation of outright experimental theater. 
Black Lab is his outlet for contemporary theater 
that other Houston institutions might have 
skipped over in lieu of larger-scale productions.

After its opening season last year boasted 
the contemporary dramas “Farragut North” 
and “Dying City,” Black Lab returns for its 
second theatrical season this Friday with the 
regional premiere of the dark comedy “Boom.” 
The story surrounds two graduate students 
and their discovery of an inherent apocalypse 
through the classifieds website Craigslist.

As a trained actor and a maturing director, 
Jaffe has learned what exactly he needs to put 
on a successful dramatic production. Running 
a business, on the other hand, was an entirely 
new challenge for Jaffe.

“[Last season] I learned that while I had 
all this experience as an actor, I still needed 
to learn how to run a nonprofit business,”  
Jaffe said.

While the learning curve was steep, he is 
excited about fundraising and growing Black 
Lab Theatre as the center of a larger, Houston-
based movement. As such, Jaffe is always 
looking for excited volunteers to join the Black 
Lab team.

“I’m always looking for people to help 
behind the scenes,” Jaffe said. “Whether that 
is ‘run-crew’ or volunteering to work the box 
office one thing that I want to emphasize is that 
you are working directly with me. At [the larger 
Houston theaters] you might never meet the 
artistic directors. Here at Black Lab I work with 
everyone individually.”

Long term, Jaffe hopes to work on creating 
a longer-term and full-equity business model 
for Black Lab, and eventually he hopes to own 
a physical space in Houston. As for the near 
future, he is excited for “Boom” and starting off 
his second season with a successful opener.

Black Lab Theatre developed from a very 
unlikely situation. Nonetheless, Jaffe embraced 
it and realized that it was his passion. Black 
Lab Theatre proves that life after Rice is not 
dependent upon handshakes and resumes on 
the floor of Tudor Fieldhouse.

Recent Rice Graduate 
Founds Black Lab Theatre
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Sid ’80s party-goers rock out as ‘80s cover band Molly and the Ringwalds’ lead 
guitarist Dekan Ringwald rips out a gnarly solo. 

Brown College senior Dylan Tozier journeys through Sid ’80s as he tries to hit the high 
note in “Take on Me” with his best shot.  

Running back Turner Peterson rushes for a one yard touchdown to even the score with the Universidy of Kansas 10-10 in the middle of 
the second quarter.   Rice ended up breaking its eleven-loss losing streak on the road with a victory against Big 12 Conference’s Kansas. 

Running back Turner Peterson embraces his teammates in celebration of the first 
win of the season, after the owls beat Kansas 25-24 in the last play of the game. 
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Brown College senior Dylan Tozier journeys through Sid ’80s as he tries to hit the high 
note in “Take on Me” with his best shot.  

Students gather at Tudor Fieldhouse to learn about new job opportunities and t0  
network with representatives from companies around the country. 

A Johnson Controls Inc. employee talks to a student about the structure of the company 
as well as its new hiring opportunities. 

A visitor to the Matchbox Gallery stands and contemplates student work at the gallery’s 
opening night last Thursday. 

Students and professors listen to Artist In Residence Allison Hunter’s presentation of her work. Visual and 
Dramatic Arts faculty and core fellows were only allowed five minutes each to present their artwork as a part 
of the Fall Art Kickoff slide jam.

SEAN LEE/THRESHER

Retired NASA Flight Director Gene Kranz gives a talk entitled “Failure is 
Not an Option” as a part of Rice’s Space Frontiers lecture series. 

Hanszen College senior Zack Panos and Jones College senior 
Wally Lang compare notes from various companies at the 
CCD’s Career Expo.
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Rice makes statement, beats Kansas on the road

Keys to the Game Players to Watch

•	 Stop the Bulldogs offense. Somehow. Anyway possible. — They’re going 
to really press the defense and it could be a long game if the Owls don’t hold 
them under 400 yards.

•	 Keep the big plays coming. — There were definitive turning points in the 
Kansas game where momentum shifted. The Bryce Callahan interception in 
the closing minutes come to mind. The Owls have to keep these plays coming.

•	 Use the Option — Rice’s option plays were pretty successful against Kansas 
and should be useful against the Bulldogs. Make sure that they continued to 
get cycled into the play calling.

Owls positioning themselves for a bowl game
by Teddy Grodek

               Thresher StaFF

After finally getting the Big 12 monkey off 
their backs against the University of Kansas, 
the Rice Owls look to take some momentum 
with them down to Ruston, La. The Owls – who 
have been defeated against Big 12 teams since 
the formation of the conference – played up to 
their potential this past game, coming up with 
big plays in the clutch.

This weekend, the Owls battle the Louisiana 
Tech University Bulldogs (1-0), who will enter 
Conference USA next season after leaving the 
Western Athletic Conference. The Bulldogs, 
coming off of a WAC Championship and Poin-
settia Bowl, have high expectations for this 
season.

The Bulldogs had to cancel their season 
opener against Texas A&M University, a neutral 
site game in Shreveport, La., due to the effects 
of Hurricane Isaac. They then opened their 
season last weekend against the University of 
Houston Cougars, traveling to Houston and 
beating the Cougars in a 56-49 shootout. Even 
coming off a big victory, the Bulldogs know that 
Rice will be a difficult opponent.  

“They will be much more confident, prob-
ably, than we would like for them to be after go-

ing on the road and beating a Big 12 team and 
playing the way they did against UCLA,” Bull-
dogs Head Coach Sonny Dykes said this past 
Monday. “They will come into this place and 
have a ton of confidence.  It is going to be up to 
us to play well, and if we have a chance to close 
things out, we have to get better at doing that.”

The previous week against Kansas looked 
a lot like the Owls’ first win of the previous 
season against Purdue University. After junior 
Chris Boswell’s field goal and three straight 
turnovers, the Owls seemed like they were go-
ing to struggle during the game, giving up 10 
points to the Jayhawks in a matter of minutes.

A long drive to start the second quarter put 
the Owls within striking distance again, leaving 
the score at 17-13 headed into the half.

In the winding minutes of the fourth quar-
ter, down 24-16, junior quarterback Taylor McH-
argue faced a must-score drive. He led the team 
down the field on a seven-play, 93-yard drive 
bringing the Owls within two. They missed the 
extra point, leaving Kansas with the ball with a 
little under five minutes left.

An interception by sophomore defensive 
back Bryce Callahan, his second of the game, 
earned the Owls the ball back with a little over 
three minutes left.

“To know we have a kicker like Chris Bo-

swell, we knew we just needed to get to that 40-
yard line.”  Head Coach David Bailiff said. “We 
thought if we could get to the 40 without the 
wind, we would be good. We knew if we could 
get to the 40 with the wind, he is pretty auto-
matic from that range. So we felt good when we 
got the ball to the 40. We were trying to just get 
extra yards and burn clock.”  

The Owls did just that, setting Boswell up 
with a 45-yard field goal. Despite being iced 
by the Kansas coaches twice, Boswell nailed 
the field goal and gave the Owls the win. It was 
their first road victory since a win in against the 
University of North Texas in 2010.

“You feel really good about the progress. 
You’re excited, and then you put that Louisi-
ana Tech video on,” Bailiff said. “They look so 
similar to U of H a year ago. Their quarterback, 
Cameron, just runs that offense so efficiently. 
You know they’ve got a massive offensive line. 
They run the ball for over 200 yards. I mean it 
was a great offensive performance. They’re a 
good, good football team.”

The previous week against Houston, Loui-
siana Tech totaled 598 yards on 93 plays, in-
cluding over 200 yards from their two fresh-
man running backs. Their defense struggled 
to contain Houston, but it will be hard for the 
Owls’ offense to outscore the Bulldogs in a pure 

shootout.
The Owls’ defense will have to continue to 

develop, but the younger players have really so-
lidified the backfield, giving the Owls big play 
potential. Junior Cameron Nwosu, who had sev-
en tackles against Kansas, is continuing to shut 
down the running game up the middle.

On the offensive side of the ball, turnovers 
remained a problem against Kansas, but it was 
hard not to feel good about the Owls in the clos-
ing minutes. Despite throwing an interception, 
McHargue still had 236 passing yards, in addi-
tion to 37 yards on the ground. Junior Charles 
Ross and senior Turner Petersen both had a 
pair of touchdowns, with Ross having an im-
pressive 6.7 yards per touch.

Special teams continued to be the Owls’ 
strength, capped off by Conference USA Special 
Teams Player of the Week Boswell. Anytime the 
Owls can get big plays out of this unit it will 
greatly improve their chances of wnning games. 

If the Owls can win this week against the 
Bulldogs, the 2-1 start will be impressive for 
the team heading into a weaker C-USA than it 
saw last season. With the only remaining (and 
very winnable) non-conference game against 
University of Texas at El Paso, the Owls can put 
themselves in the best position for a bowl game 
in  years.

•	 Chris Boswell — Touchbacks every kickoff and points from opponent’s 45s? 
Rice needs that to keep happening.

•	 Bryce Callahan — If he can keep making big plays in the backfield, it’ll force 
opposing passers to think twice before they go deep

•	 Cameron Nwosu— He’s been a dominant force all year and will play a crucial 
role this week in run support. Nwoso, the team leader in tackles, will be relied 
on heavily to help slow the potent Bulldogs offense. 

Rice junior running back Turner Peterson muscles his away into the end zone for  a touchdown during the Owls’ 25-24 victory at the University of Kansas.      
       

COURTESY C. HOWARD/UNIVERSITY DAILY KANSAN
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This Rice University Owls football team be-
lieved. That might be the most gratifying part of 
last week’s 25-24 Rice victory over the University 
of Kansas. Even though there were plenty of rea-
sons not to, this team traveled to Lawrence be-
lieving it could win. 

Ten-game losing streak? Didn’t matter. Never 
having won against a Big 12 opponent? Didn’t 
matter. 

A frustrating loss against University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles (who, on a side note, is look-
ing like a better and better team)? Didn’t matter.

You could tell before they even got on their 
buses for the airport that Coach David Bailiff’s 
squad was carrying a certain swagger. Leading 

up to the game, players were out encouraging 
students to watch the televised game. That’s not 
something you do if you don’t believe you can 
compete. 

It’s one thing, though, to take that swagger 
on the bus, and another to maintain it through 
the ups and downs of a game. And during the 
sixty minutes in Lawrence, there were plenty of 
moments where it would have been easy for Rice 
to let that belief, that swagger, slip away. 

Thanks to three first quarter turnovers, Rice 
squandered opportunities to take command of 
the game early and instead found themselves 
down 3-10. Still, the swagger remained. 

At the start of the second half, Kansas put to-
gether a long drive to go up 24-13. Still, Rice kept 
coming. 

And with less than five minutes left in the 
contest, Rice missed a potentially game-tying 
2-point conversion attempt. But still, the belief 
persisted. The defense came up with a huge 
turnover, thanks to sophomore Bryce Callahan’s 
second interception of the game. The offense 
converted on a critical fourth down in the pro-

cess of getting into field goal range. And junior 
Chris Boswell split the uprights for the game 
winner. 

Rice never led until the end of the game. But 
they never stopped believing that they could. 

There were a lot of football-specific reasons 
to be excited about this game. 

The defense prevented the big plays that 
plagued them over and over again against 
UCLA. In the Kansas game, they didn’t allow a 
single play over 30 yards. In the season opener, 
they gave up multiple plays over 70.

The offensive line was more cohesive, giving 
up only two sacks this week, compared to six 
against UCLA, allowing quarterback junior Tay-
lor McHargue to look downfield. 

Sophomore Jordan Taylor continued to 
emerge as a go-to receiver. He had nine catches 
for 101 yards, the first time he crossed the cen-
tury mark in his career, and hauled in many of 
them in big time situations.

The tight ends were active in both the run-
ning game and passing game, making impor-
tant receptions and executing key blocks. 

The offense, as a unit, showed it can march 
the ball down the field. Its two touchdown drives 
were of 94 yards and 93 yards respectively. It also 
put together four drives of 10 plays or more.

And Chris Boswell proved that he’s not only 
long-range kicker, but a clutch kicker as well. 
Where his Kansas counterpart missed two field 
goals, Boswell went 4 for 4 including the pres-
sure-packed game winner.  

All of these things bode well for the rest of 
Rice’s season. But more than anything else, I’m 
excited for a team that dared to get a historic 
win, and a program that has now beaten a BCS-
conference opponent two years in a row. 

After the UCLA game, many fans walked 
away shaking their heads, saying it was classic 
Rice football to make it look like it might be close 
just to find a way to give the game away. But for a 
week and a half leading up to the Kansas game, 
and for sixty at-times-trying minutes during it, 
this Rice football team refused to give into that 
attitude. 

They kept believing they could win. And 
now they’ve given us a reason to as well. 

 Gabe  Cuadra

The Fifth Lap

Cole and Murphy awarded C-USA Players of the Week 
by  Marie Walsh & Darshan Patel

Sports Editor & Thresher Staff

Rice volleyball players junior Megan Murphy 
and senior Nancy Cole were named  Conference 
USA Players of the Week. Although the season just  
started, these two star athletes have played im-
pressive games to earn such accolades. Cole was 
awarded Offensive Player of the Week, and Mur-
phy was named Setter of the Week for the second 
week in a row.

During the course of last week, Cole executed 
47 kills. Then, last weekend at the Magnolia Invi-
tational held at the  University of Mississippi in 
Oxford, Miss., where Rice played the University 
of Mississippi, Cole competed fiercely to earn the 
1,000th kill of her collegiate career, becoming just 
the 13th player in Rice women’s volleyball history 
to do so. 

Murphy has been leading not only the Owls 
but C-USA in number of assists and earned her 

team spot by contributing 146 assists in just the 
past week. 

As the Lady Owls prepare for their last 
non-conference tournament this weekend, we 
were able to catch up with Cole and Murphy 
and ask them a few questions about them-
selves and the Lady Owls Volleyball team. 
 
Rice Thresher: So both of you girls were named 
to the preseason All-Conference USA Team. 
Tell me your reactions to the announcement. 
Nancy Cole: I was honored. It just made 
me extremely excited for the season and 
I look forward to the achievements that I 
can help our team accomplish this year. 
Megan Murphy: I was pretty excited because 
I’ve never gotten anything like this before, 
but I’m just looking forward to the season. 
 
Thresher: Megan, you have been given the 
honor as C-USA Setter of the Week for two 

weeks in a row. What do you have to do 
this week to make it three weeks in a row? 
Murphy: Well, we’re more focused on the 
wins. This weekend is very important to our 
team to get three solid wins and to get bet-
ter. We start conference play next week and 
we want to go in with some momentum. 
 
Thresher: Nancy, congrats on the 1,000th 
kill. So how does it feel to be a part of 
such an elite club for Rice volleyball? 
Cole: It feels amazing. I’m gonna keep go-
ing now to continue to help my team out. It 
is a great feeling to know that all my team-
mates are behind me and supporting me. We 
all root each other on and we’re such a great 
team this year and have such a great chemistry.  
 
Thresher: So you guys are projected to come out 2nd 
in conference this year. How do you feel about the 
team so far, considering the games already played? 

Murphy: I think we’re definitely not to where we 
need to be right now in terms of our wins and 
losses, but I definitely think we’re learning every-
day and getting better in time for conference play. 
Cole: I agree with Megan, but I also think it’s that 
all these tournaments and all these games have 
been learning experiences for us and we are defi-
nitely trying to improve everyday in practice, our 
games and matches that we have won and lost.  
 
Thresher: What has been your best volley-
ball moment while being on the Owls team? 
Cole: Mine is always the same. When I was a 
freshman and playing and having the confer-
ence tournament here at Rice. We beat Tulsa 
out at the tournament and then went to the 
NCAA tournament, which was definitely fun. 
Murphy: Same for me. I redshirted my freshman 
year and didn’t play, but it was awesome to have 
the conference tournament at home and win it in 
front of our fans.

by  Ian Chiang
            For The Thresher 

With Conference USA play slowly approach-
ing, the Rice University women’s soccer team has 
a total record of two wins, four losses and one tie. 
So far this season, it has been the youth of the 
soccer team leading the charge and performing 
well in games. This has proved crucial to the 
team’s overall success because last year’s team 
leader in points and shots, junior Jessica How-
ard, is out due to injury. 

“Howard’s phenomenal play last season led 
to so many attacking opportunities.” Head Coach 
Nicky Adams said, “With Howard out, some key 
players stepped up and help contribute in Jes-
sica’s absence.”

This year’s soccer team welcomes seven fresh-
men, highlighted by Holly Hargreaves and Lau-
ren Hughes. Sophomore goalkeeper Amy Czyz 
has also played extremely well, proving that the 
younger members on the team have stepped up 
and cemented their roles on the team. In the first 
game of the season against Baylor University, 

Czyz defended the Rice goal well, posting a 
career-high of eight saves. Though she performed 
well, the Baylor offense had an advantage over 
the Owls with 24 shots to eight. Hargreaves led 
the Rice offense with three shots. 

Hargreaves improved on her performance in 
the second game against Louisiana State Univer-
sity, scoring her first career collegiate goal from 
35 yards out to give Rice a 1-0 lead. Czyz had yet 
another career game, helping her team with 11 
saves for a new career high. The game went into 
two overtimes after LSU tied the game in the 74th 
minute. The game resulted in a 1-1 tie with no 
team scoring during the overtime periods. 

The freshmen on the team again showed their 
prowess as Hargreaves and Hughes both scored 
goals against McNeese State University for the 
team’s first victory of the season. In a loss to Tex-
as Christian University in which Hargreaves led 
the team with five shots; Hughes followed with 
four attempts. Another freshman, Jasmine Isok-
punwu, had three shots and the Rice Owls won 
against Texas State University 2-1. In this game, 
Hargreaves and Hughes again both had goals as 
two other freshmen, Danielle Spriggs and Isok-
punwu, were also in the starting lineup aiding 
the cause. 

Although the team went on to lose two games 
against Stephen F. Austin University and Okla-

homa State University, the Rice women’s soccer 
team looks to be headed towards C-USA competi-
tion in good shape. 

The games that have been played so far have 
displayed the youthful movement on the team. 
While Czyz defends the goal, the freshmen duo 
of Holly Hargreaves and Hughes lead the offense. 
Their performances show how promising the fu-
ture looks for the Owls. 

“The transition to the college level of com-
petition has been smooth,” Hargreaves said. 
“Though the practices have been difficult and 
intense. It is a very different atmosphere than 
anywhere else. It is truly a privilege to be a part 
of Rice soccer.”

She attributes her performance in games to 
both the team and the coaching staff. 

“We work together on everything as a unit,” 
Hargreaves said. “If we are successful it is be-
cause of everyone as a whole. It’s really an amaz-
ing thing to be a part of.” 

Hargreaves also made a point to praise the 
other years on the team. 

“There is a lot of talent with every class as 
well,” Hargeaves said. “I think we can truly ac-
complish whatever we, as a team, set our minds 
to do.” 

Adams also spoke glowingly about the fresh-
men class. 

“Our freshmen class as a whole is a tremen-
dous class and every player has contributed sig-
nificantly,” Adams said. “Each of them is com-
petitive and driven and wants to win. It is very 
contagious.” 

Adams spoke about how Hargreaves and 
Hughes have stepped up to score goals. She con-
tinued to rave about other freshmen, including 
the versatile Danielle Spriggs. Other freshmen 
who have impacted the team and have made 
their mark include Becca Koval, Jasmine Isok-
punwu, Kara Dugall, and Caroline Scruggs. 

As the team enters C-USA play soon, Adams 
mentioned the competitive schedule the soccer 
team has played so far this season.

“We play a challenging non-conference 
schedule to prepare us for conference play,” Ad-
ams said. 

She pointed out tough games with nationally 
ranked the University of Memphis and University 
of Central Florida. 

“We have a number of home games left in the 
season, and we would love to have a big student 
turn out,” Adams said.

Soccer freshmen score  

COURTESY C. HOWARD/UNIVERSITY DAILY KANSAN
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TENNIS
Racquet Club Invitational 9/14-9/16, 
both men’s and women’s

CROSS COUNTRY
Rice Invitational 9/14, both men’s and 
women’s

GOLF
Mason Randolph Championship 9/21-
9/22, in Franklin, Tenn.

FOOTBALL

at Louisiana Tech (1-0) 9/15

SOCCER
Loss 1-0 at Stephen F. Austin (5-2), 
Loss 4-0 at Oklahoma State (7-1)

This week at a glance, thru sept. 20
Results:

by  Bhagwat Kumar
            Sports Editor 

Last Thursday, junior center Omar Oraby re-
quested and received his release to transfer to 
another school. After a brief period of specula-
tion over his potential destination, Jeff Goodman 
of CBS Sports reported Wednesday that Oraby 
would be attending the University of Southern 
California for the upcoming school year. Oraby 
enrolled in classes today, the university-wide 
deadline to begin the fall semester, and will be-
gin classes Monday. 

“I want to thank Omar for his contributions to 
Rice basketball over the past two years,” Braun 
said. “I want to wish him the very best in his fu-
ture endeavors.” 

The 7-foot-2-inch Oraby blocked a school-
record 54 shots last season, despite playing 11.6 
minutes per game. Perhaps more importantly, 
his inside presence allowed for senior forward 
Arsalan Kazemi to operate more on the perim-
eter, helping lead to his career-high 59.4 percent 
clip from the field. Oraby averaged 6.0 points, 3.6 
rebounds and 1.6 blocks per game, shooting a 
team-high 62.9 percent from the field. 

Oraby also flashed growth as the season pro-
gressed, and averaged slightly over 16 minutes 
per game after a breakout performance in which 
he put up 16 points, 10 rebounds and six blocks 
on 8-10 shooting in a narrow loss to Marshall. 

Oraby is the fifth Rice player to depart since 
the end of last season along with then-freshmen 
Dylan Ennis, Jarelle Reischel and Ahmad Ibra-
him, and David Chadwick, a sophomore at his 
time of transfer. 

However, the reasons given by the departures 
differed, as Ibrahim left to play professional 
basketball in his home country of Lebanon, 
Chadwick cited a lack of playing time as his pri-

mary reason for transferring and Reischel and 
Ennis stated that they wished to be closer to their 
homes.

Oraby, who was reportedly also considering 
the University of California, Los Angeles, Ohio 
State University and the University of Rhode Is-
land, was seen on the USC campus Wednesday 
when the news broke. 

According to ESPN, USC also reportedly plans 
to submit a hardship waiver to the NCAA for Ora-
by to be eligible to play this season. If the waiver 
is not granted, he will have to sit out the season 
before resuming playing next season with two 
years of eligibility remaining. 

Oraby’s transfer also comes on the heels of 
the departure of assistant coach Marco Morcos 
last spring. Morcos had played a role in recruit-
ing during his time at Rice, and was a key figure 
in the signing of Oraby prior to last season. 

Center Omar Oraby 
leaves Rice for USC

Recaps, details and betting lines for this week

WHAT IS A LINE? 
Spread betting in sports refers to a kind of betting that measures the degree of accuracy of a 
wager, as opposed to just picking a winner or loser. The spread, or “line,” refers to the expected 
point differential between two teams, and the bettor must choose if the difference between the 
scores of the two teams will be higher or lower than indicated by the odds. In any matchup, the 
favorite is the team giving, or “laying,” points, signified by the negative number associated 
with them. This number represents the number of points by which the team is expected to win.

Upcoming:

Powderpuff Scouting Notebook: Week 1

VOLLEYBALL

Win 3-1 vs. North Dakota (5-6), Loss 
3-0 vs. Ole Miss (6-3), Win 3-0 vs. Tex-
as A&M (8-1) (all in Oxford, Miss.) 

VOLLEYBALL
vs. Cal State (2-5), Houston Baptist (8-
4) 9/14; vs. Texas Tech (10-2) 9/15; vs. 
Houston (1-6) 9/18 

SOCCER
vs. Oklahoma (4-3-1) 9/14, at Sam 
Houston State (3-5) 9/16

Baker vs Wiess - 
Despite an early safety, Baker was even-
tually able to settle down behind a run-
ning game that looked as sharp as ever 
and get the 21-9 win. After beating teams 
with superior speed and quickness last 
season, Baker got back to that recipe 
en route to three total touchdowns. Wi-
ess was able to bring the game to within 
14-9 after a fourth-and-long touchdown, 
but didn’t really threaten at any point 
after that and was handled pretty con-
vincingly by Baker’s productive rushing 
attack. After failing to score in their first 
five games last year, Wiess was able to 
get on the board relatively early in this 
one and looked much improved from last 
season. Baker was favored by 13.5 head-
ing into the game, and looked like they 
would have covered if not for Wiess’s 
fourth-and-long conversion.

Brown vs McMurtry - 
Brown held a 7-0 lead for most of the 
game before giving up two touchdowns 
in the final two minutes of the game. 
McMurtry was able to score and get an 
interception in order to steal the victory. 
McMurtry went 1-6 last season com-
pared to Brown’s 3-4, with the former be-
ing outscored 102-31 over the course of 
the season. Needless to say, the victory 
either shows marked growth from last 
season or highlights the inherently fluky 
nature of football. Brown was favored by 
5.5 going into the game but lost outright. 
In all likelihood McMurtry will regress 
significantly against defending-champi-
on Lovett next week. As a team with little 
margin for error, Brown cannot afford to 
fall apart in the clutch next week against 
a Sid Richardson team that outplayed 
their record last season. 

the Thresher’s 
Week 2 Powderpuff lines

Baker (-5.5) vs. Duncan
Jones (even) vs. Will Rice

Sid (-6.5) vs. Brown
Martel (-9.5) vs. Wiess

Lovett ( -12.5 ) vs. McMurtry
GSA (-6.5) vs. Martel
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Houston recycling company employs the disabled
by Joey Capparella

ThreSher StaFF

A local electronics recycling program is 
not just saving the environment, but also 
providing jobs for people with disabilities.

In April, CompuCycle, a Houston-based 
company founded in 1996 that specializes in 
recycling and refurbishing old electronics in 
an eco-friendly way, announced a partner-
ship with the nonprofit agency Easter Seals 
Greater Houston for a larger campaign called 
WhatIF that will begin on Sept. 15. Accord-
ing to CompuCycle President Clive Hess, the 
main goal of this partnership is to give em-
ployment possibilities to Easter Seals clients 
with disabilities in Houston. 

“The partnership with Easter Seals came 
about because they provide job training in 
Houston for individuals with disabilities,” 
Hess said. “Most people have a family mem-
ber or someone they know who is living with 
a disability, so the WhatIF campaign touches 
on a personal note as well.”

Easter Seals primarily deals with clients 
with autism, developmental disabilities, 
physical disabilities and other special needs, 
according to its website. Hess said Easter 
Seals clients will be working in CompuCycle’s 
Houston processing facility testing equip-
ment, sorting like materials and disassem-
bling donated products.

Easter Seals Greater Houston Chief Execu-
tive Officer Elise Hough said employment is a 

constant struggle for many individuals with 
disabilities.

“We get frequent calls from clients strug-
gling to find employment,” Hough said. 
“Funding for programs like this is difficult to 
find, and the CompuCycle is unique because 
it has the potential to be self-sustaining.”

Hess said businesses have an incentive to 
donate electronics to CompuCycle because 
it is free of cost, which in turn means bet-
ter business for CompuCycle and more eco-
friendly treatment of used electronics.

In addition to receiving donations from 
businesses, CompuCycle also hosts a num-
ber of collection events in the Houston area. 
CompuCycle accepts a wide variety of prod-
ucts including laptops, cellphones, game 
consoles, stereo equipment and even hair 
accessories such as curling irons, according 
to Hess.

Rice Environmental Club President Skye 
Kelty said plans are in the works for Rice in-
volvement with the CompuCycle collection 
program.

“We heard about CompuCycle through the 
City of Houston sustainability program, and 
it’s on our to-do list,” Kelty, a McMurtry Col-
lege junior, said. “It’s an awesome company, 
and we’re hoping to do a collection at Rice at 
some point during the year.”

In addition to providing jobs directly 
through the partnership, Hess and Hough 
said the program can help increase computer 
literacy among clients.

“Our hope is to be able to employ approxi-
mately 50 clients at CompuCycle and ... a few 
hundred more per year could receive gen-
eral computer training,” Hough said. “Com-
puCycle is even hoping to donate some of 
the refurbished computers to clients who go 
through training.”

Hess said he hopes to expand the 
program regionally and even na-
tionally.

“The program in Hous-
ton is the pilot project, 
but there is potential 
to expand,” Hess 
said. “Easter Seals 
has chapters na-
tionally, and 
C o m p u C y c l e 
has alliance 
partners na-
tionwide.”

Hough said 
she hopes to 
see more pro-
grams like 
these in the 
future for in-
dividuals with 
disabilities.

“From a train-
ing and hiring pro-
cess, there are many 
attitudinal problems 
and physical barriers in 

the workplace for people with disabilities,” 
Hough said. “I’ve never seen a program like 
this, and it shows how there is a chance for 
inexpensive, simple solutions to help the 
cause.”

Texas hackathon to create sustainability solutions
by MileS Kruppa

ThreSher StaFF

As a part of a worldwide tour, Cleanweb, 
an environmentally oriented information 
technology nonprofit organization, will be 
hosting the Texas Cleanweb Hackathon Sept. 
21-23 in Duncan Hall. 

Rice University adjunct professor of entre-
preneurship Bryan Hassin (Lovett ’01) is serv-
ing as the co-lead organizer for the Cleanweb 
Hackathon in Texas. According to Hassin, who 
received his master’s degree from Rice in 2002, 
the main goal during the first day of the confer-
ence will be to pitch ideas and assemble teams 
The second day will involve the “hacking” por-
tion and further problem-solving. On the third 
day, the final products will be pitched to a pub-
lic forum that includes global media coverage. 
Hassin said the format of the conference will 
allow natural collaboration.

“In the end, the question is not how we 
combine [people],” Hassin said. “We just drop 
them all in a bowl together, and it’s a stir-the-
pot type of mentality.”

Hassin said he intentionally scheduled the 
hackathon so it would not interfere 
with home football games 
at the University of 
Texas or Texas 
A& M 

University. One hundred people are expected 
to attend the Cleanweb hackathon. Hassin 
said the conference will bring together Rice 
students and other students around Texas 
as well as workers from the Houston area, 
including engineers from NASA and public 
servants from the Metropolitan Transit Au-
thority of Harris County.

“Our intent for this is not to be Rice-only, 
but for Rice to host an event that draws people 
and students from Rice but also students from 
other schools like A&M and UT,” Hassin said. 
“The objective is to put people with varied 
backgrounds and skill sets at different points 
in their career together because that kind of 
diversity usually breeds some really innovative 
approaches.”

Hassin said there was motivation to bring 
the hackathon to Houston because the city 
is already known for industry and has the 
potential to become known for entrepreneur-
ship as well.

The hackathon aims to create a collabora-
tive atmosphere for business professionals, 
software developers and designers to solve 
sustainability issues using new technologies. 
Cleanweb hackathons will later be hosted in cit-

ies such as San Francisco, Boston, New 
York City and Paris.

“Houston is very much a 
big business town,” Hassin 

said. “Large companies 
are headquartered here, 

not only in the energy 
space, but also in sev-
eral other industries, 
but it’s not really 
thought of as a high-
tech town. But, when 
we look around, we 
find that talent is ev-
erywhere.” 

Hassin said he 
hopes the hackathon 
will allow new con-

nectivity between 
employees who previ-

ously worked solely for 
their companies.

“One of the challenges 
the Houston entrepreneur-

ial ecosystem faces is many 
of the software developers, 

graphic designers and web design-

ers are spread all out working for these large 
companies, and none of them really work with 
each other,” Hassin said. “We’re hoping that 
by bringing all this talent together in one place 
over the course of a weekend, we can foster 
some connectivity and help those talented re-
sources connect and maybe have greater abili-
ties to branch out and do something entrepre-
neurial themselves.”

Students of all majors can attend the hack-
athon after paying a $20 registration fee. Hassin 
said the main aim for the hackathon is to create 
solutions to practical problems involving all en-
vironmental industries.

“Over the course of a weekend, [the purpose 
is] to get innovative software applications that 
address sustainability questions: things that 
might help in the world of water, energy, trans-
portation, materials or storage,” Hassin said, 
“We do at least have now several Cleanweb 
hackathons that have happened in other cities 
with consistently really interesting … web and 
mobile apps, and we really hope similarly inter-
esting ideas will be generated at Rice.”

Hassin said the decision to host the hack-
athon at Rice came mostly from its academic 
reputation and innovative outlook. He said he 
hopes the hackathon exposes the innovation 
that happens on the Rice campus between stu-
dents and faculty to the Houston and global 
communities.

“A place like Rice really has all the raw ma-
terials to generate incredible new products or 
ventures,” Hassin said. “The challenge is re-
ally just getting them out of the more academic 
perspective [and] the more basic research to a 
practical mindset of how can we actually build 
a business around this and launch it into some-
thing really scalable and world-changing.”

Will Rice College junior Veronica Saron 
serves as a marketer for the hackathon at Rice. 
She said she initially became interested in en-
trepreneurship through a three-day startup 
event held at Rice last year and said the hack-
athon will go a long way to promoting her pas-
sion for entrepreneurship and inspiring com-
puter scientists to create.

“We want to get the people who are tal-
ented enough to code and have them go forth 
and manifest that vision,” Saron said, “I re-
ally believe in empowering that, and down 
the line empowering the people who bring it 
into the market and actually make it a viable 
product.”

Brown College sophomore Sam Tormey 
also serves as a marketer for the hackathon. 
He said he initially became interested in be-
coming involved due to his own research into 
behavioral science.

“The science out there for changing peo-
ple’s behavior is incredible and very power-
ful,” Tormey said. “That, combined with a 
knowledge of the state of our environment, 
can create a lot of motivation to use behav-
ioral science to fix environmental problems.”

Tormey said he plans to pitch an idea for a 
trash can to be implemented at Rice that dis-
plays the weight of the trash inside to inform 
students about food waste. He said he sees large 
potential for the hackathon.

“We’re at the vanguard of world-saving, 
money-making potential,” Tormey said. “There’s 
never been this much data, never been this much 
cheap computing power, and we’re at Rice, where 
there’s a plethora of really creative thinkers and 
hardworking thinkers. There’s actually a chance 
to help the world in a weekend, and that’s really 
phenomenal to me.”

Saron said she is excited to see the collabo-
ration between coders and more practically 
minded people in implementing a project like 
Tormey’s trash can.

“The coders will look at data sets and figure 
out how they can organize that data informa-
tion, but somebody like me who doesn’t know 
how to code will ask how that information will 
be displayed and how we want it to work,” Sa-
ron said, “Do we want it to be an app and for 
people to see it on their phone? What would be 
more impactful: one big screen or just a screen 
by the trash can?”

Hassin said he hopes the hackathon exposes 
Rice students to the field of entrepreneurship 
and encourages them to think differently about 
their education.

“Rice tends to bring together very smart 
people who are often very ambitious but who 
think very much inside the hedges,” Hassin 
said, “Our objective with this event is really 
to provide an opportunity for people to work 
on something that is really meaningful, to 
transcend the boundaries of Rice by rubbing 
shoulders with some of the best that Texas 
has to offer and to work on solutions to some 
of the world’s greatest challenges. I think 
that’s an incredibly meaningful experience 
for students, one that I wish I had when I was 
a student there.”ILLUSTRATION BY DARLENA TRAN

ILLUSTRATION BY DARLENA TRAN

OCAL
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SUDOkU

“Screw”-ed up
Hopefully if you are participating 
in Rice Program Council’s Screw-
Yer-Roommate 2012 you have found 
someone to be the humidity to your 
roommate’s Houston, the PC to 
his Mac, or the mac to his cheese. 
Clearly I’m not the most creative 
when it comes to couples’ costumes 
(pity my roommate, friends), but 
presumably you have outdone your-
self and found something thrilling 
for your roommate to look for out on 
the Central Quad (the green space 
between Herring Hall, Brochstein 
Pavilion and the Student Center) to-
night at 6 p.m. While there are no 
guarantees that you will find your 
perfect match, you will find music 
and beverages conveniently pro-
vided on the quad. Oh, and ample 
fodder for stories about that tran-
scendentally awkward Screw date 
you had back in ’12.

fRIDAy 14

This sudoku was created by sudokupuzzler.com.
It is rated spicy difficulty.

The solution will be posted on Twitter at twitter.com/threshercal.

SAtURDAy 15

SUNDAy 16

MONDAy 17

tUeSDAy 18

WeDNeSDAy 19

tHURSDAy 20

Re-arranging deck chairs
If you’ve wondered what lies in the 
wreckage of the Titanic, other than 
drawings of Jack’s French girls, 
you should stop by the Museum of 
Natural Sciences’ ongoing exhibi-
tion “Titanic: The Artifact” before it 
closes its doors on Sept. 23. Display-
ing more than 300 of the famous 
shipwreck’s artifacts, re-creations 
of the ship’s interiors, and provid-
ing stories of the 1,500 lives lost 
over 100 years ago, this is an exhibit 
you don’t want to miss - it won’t re-
surface any time soon. The exhibit 
is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,tickets are 
$27 for non-members. 

Rock the House
Today the Rice Habitat for Humani-
ty Centennial House Project – a Rice 
student-run initiative to design, 
build and fund the construction of 
a low-cost home in Houston’s Fifth 
Ward – opens its doors to its new 
owner. Celebrate the completion of 
the project and the housewarming 
for the new homeowners today at 
the Rice Centennial House Dedica-
tion Ceremony from 11 a.m. to noon. 
Rice alumni and designers of the 
project, Courtney Benzon and Yoni 
Pressman (both graduate students 
in the School of Architecture 2012) 
will give a brief talk and tour of the 
house, located at 1706 Capron St. 

Gettin’ jiggy with it
St. Patrick’s Day may be a solid 
seven months away, but it’s never 
too early to indulge in some Lord o’ 
the Dance magic. This evening at 8 
p.m. in the Miller Outdoor Theatre, 
you have a chance to experience 
the luck of the Irish while watch-
ing Michael Londra’s “Celtic Fire.” 
This show features Irish step danc-
ing and jigs set to traditional Irish 
music and the vocal stylings of Mi-
chael Londra. Be prepared to feel 
really inadequate about your foot 
coordination. Free tickets are avail-
able from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 
281-373-3386 for more information.

Down on the bayou 
Maybe you’re like me and are eter-
nally grateful for the War of 1812 
since it saved your skin by provid-
ing something vaguely resembling 
an intelligent metaphor for an AP 
exam essay. Or maybe you would 
love the opportunity to pursue the 
Bayou Bend Collection and Gar-
dens free of charge. That’s cool too. 
In any case, today is Bayou Bend’s 
Free Family day honoring the 200th 
anniversary of “America’s Forgot-
ten War,” hosted by the Houston 
Junior Woman’s Club. The Bayou 
Bend Collection and Gardens is leg-
endary philanthropist Ima Hogg’s 
mansion-turned-Museum. Activi-
ties will include: giveaways, mu-
sic performances, arts and crafts, 
and tours of the estate. The estate 
is located on 6003 Memorial Drive 
at Wescott Street. Admission is free 
and gates open at 1 p.m. and close 
for the day at  5 p.m.

A graveyard smash 
If your idea of an appealing vam-
pire is more along the lines of a 
Bela Lugosi Dracula rather than 
a glittering Bella Swan playmate, 
then you might ‘vant’ to head out 
to the Mildred’s Umbrella Theater 
Company’s Monster Mash Gala this 
evening from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. at 
Spring Street Studios, 1824 Spring 
St. Vampires not your thing? Not a 
problem. Dress up as any of your 
favorite B-movie classic ghouls and 
enjoy an evening of boogie-man 
boogieing and ghastly games. It’s 
sure to be a thriller of a time. Tick-
ets are $30, and proceeds go to the 
theater company. For more info vis-
it mildredsumbrella.com. 

Blues on the Green
Craving something new for lunch 
today? From 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
today in the Discovery Green’s An-
heuser-Busch Stage you can enjoy 
“Blues and Burgers,” a free concert 
featuring Steve Krase and the In 
Crowd. So grab a burger from The 
Lake House restaurant and head 
outside to enjoy some “soul” food. 

Hello darkness, my old friend 
Need some “quiet time” this Mon-
day? Head over to the Rice Media 
Center (and use your inside voice) 
to view surrealist Joseph Cornell’s 
“Sonic Slippage,” a tableau of 
eight short films that make use of 
sound while demonstrating how 
the film  is completely changed by 
the addition of sound. This film is 
accompanied by the ongoing Menil 
Collection “Silence” exhibition at 
the Rice Media Center. The screen-
ing begins at 7 p.m and ends at 8:16 
p.m. Admission is free and open to 
the public. 

Quid pro gold
Want to see a modern Rumplestilts-
kinian feat of turning the quotidian 
into piles of gold? Then be sure to 
check out the opening EMERGEncy 
Room’s latest exhibit, Michael Be-
radino’s “Lode Runner,” this eve-
ning. This exhibit utilizes a com-
puter to produce virtual “Bitcoin” 
currency, which is then translated 
into real gold, producing a sculp-
ture composed of the growing 
mound of gold. The exhibit opens 
at 7 p.m. in Sewall Hall 307 and will 
feature a discussion by the artist 
and a reception. Admission is open 
to the public. 

Constructive catechism
The second lecture in the four-part 
series, “NEXT: Four Takes on the 
Future of Architectural Education,” 
will be held in the Museum of Fine 
Art’s Law Building this evening 
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Celebrat-
ing the centennial of both Rice and 
the Rice School of Architecture, this 
series addresses the future of ar-
chitectural education and how net-
works of teaching, researching and 
professional practice will shape 
future designers. This evening’s 
lecturer is Alfredo Brillembourg of 
the Caracas Urban Think Tank, pre-
senting “Last Round: Urban Ecolo-
gy.” Tickets are $7 for students with 
identification. For further informa-
tion visit ricedesignalliance.org. 

Swan song
The Tokyo String Quartet has been 
an ensemble for more than 40 years, 
and their 2012-13 season will be 
their last as a group. See this world-
renowned string quartet perform 

Mom’s the word
You might want to actually do your 
laundry and vacuum today, be-
cause it is the start of Rice’s Fami-
lies Weekend 2012. Reunite with 
your parental units starting at 3 p.m 
in Brochstein Pavillion, or creep on 
your friends’ parents. Events today 
include Arlie Hochschild’s lecture 
“The Outsourced Self: Intimate Life 
in Market Times” at 6 p.m. in Mc-
Murty Auditorium and Wiess Col-
lege Theater “Wiess One Acts” at 8 
p.m. Check out rice.edu/famweek-
for a full schedule of events. 

together at Rice before your chance 
is gone. This evening the Houston 
Friends of Chamber Music and the 
Shepherd School of Music are host-
ing the quartet’s performance of 
Haydn, Bartók and Mendelssohn 
selections from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
in the Student Concert Hall, located 
in Alice Pratt Brown Hall. Admis-
sion is open to the public, and tick-
ets range from $20 to $70; however, 
a limited number of free tickets are 
available for Rice faculty, staff and 
students. Please call 713-348-5400 
for tickets and information. 

Documentary Screening
From 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the 
Rice Media Center, the Association 
of Rice University Black Alumni  
will premiere the documentary film 
“Young Gifted and Black: Reflec-
tions from Black Alumni at Rice,” to 
celebrate the centennial and the Af-
rican-American experience at Rice. 
Admission is free, but pre-registra-
tion is required. To register, visit 
online.alumni.rice.edu/default.as
px?Page=EVNTEventDetail&Event
ID=1555. 

Quiet time
Tonight at 8 p.m. visit the Discov-
ery Green to take in a free screening 
of a 1927 silent film as a part of the 
“Houston Public Media Silent Film 
Concerts: Sunrise a Song of Two 
Humans” program.
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FLEA
What do you do without a pub-
lic party this weekend? Head to 
Discovery Green tomorrow be-
tween 6 p.m. and 10 p.m., where 
local band Wild Moccasins en-
tertains vendors and visitors of 
the Flea by Night. With over 40 
vendors selling items ranging 
from copper wire rings to soda 
can airplanes, the flea is a one-
stop shop for repurposed buys.

Discovery Green
1500 McKinney Street
discoverygreen.com

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

CAT LADY
If you have ever joked of becom-
ing a cat lady, perhaps that life 
is not as pathetic as you think. 
Tomorrow from 2 p.m to 3 p.m. 
the Museum of Fine Arts Hous-
ton will host a free author’s talk 
and book signing for the Cat 
Lady Chronicles. Diane Lovejoy 
shares her memoir about her 
love of collecting rescued cats.

MFAH
1001 Bissonnet Street 

www.mfah.org

ROW HOUSES
Today through Sept. 16 marks 
the last days to see the 2012 
summer studio installations 
at Project Row Houses. The 
free exhibition features work 
by eight emerging artists, in-
cluding Claudia Casbarian 
(Martel College ’12). Casbar-
ian’s installation, The Colors 
of a Neighborhood, showcases 
photos of the Third Ward. Vis-
iting hours are 12 p.m to 5 p.m.

Project Row Houses
2500 Holman 

projectrowhouses.org

SCREW DATE
Avoid awkward conversation 
with your screw date by opting 
for dinner and a free movie at 
Discovery Green tonight. Hous-
ton Public Media presents the 
silent film “Sunrise,” set to live 
music by Austin band My Edu-
cation at 8 p.m. on the Green. 
Pick up dinner on the way or at 
The Grove restaurant and im-
press your date with your own 
dubbed dialogue for the film.

Discovery Green
1500 McKinney Street
discoverygreen.com

Farrah Madanay
A&E Editor

Though salons historically were gallery 
spaces run by committees of pompous judges 
who boldly rejected works of Paul Cezanne and 
Edouard Manet, the Matchbox Salon snubbed 
tradition with a campus-inclusive showcase 
that opened Sept. 6. With a concept akin to the 
CelebrateART festival last spring, the Matchbox 
Gallery is currently featuring work by students 
of all majors in a salon-style show until Sept. 16.

“We really wanted to kick-off the school 
year and our time as directors by opening a 
show that really celebrates the arts at Rice,” 
co-director Alexandria Fernandez said. “We 
felt that it was important to get as many stu-
dents and Rice affiliates represented as possible 
and think that the show illustrates our diverse  
arts community.”

Though Rice’s only student-run gallery 
space is a single room off the second floor of the 
Sewall Hall Courtyard, directors Fernandez and 
Lisa Biletska transformed its white walls into a 
collage of two-dimensional photos, paintings, 
prints and drawings.

“I love how Alex and Lisa arranged the art-
work,” Lovett College senior Annie Hsiao said. 
“It was such an eclectic group of images, and I 
think they assembled it in a very coherent and 
interesting way.”

Open picture frames encircle multiple art 
pieces, and the large charcoal drawing of a 
horse with a naked woman’s body is just as pro-
nounced as the painting of a sitting lamb. 

Hsiao, an anthropology and visual and dra-
matic arts major, submitted a series of photo-
graphs of Freedmen’s Town in the Fourth Ward. 
She was first introduced to the community dur-
ing an archaelogy excavation, and returned to 
capture the town for a photography assignment.

“The town was established right after the 
Civil War and has been occupied since,” Hsiao 
said. “There was this complex in-
teraction between the historical 
community and its modern aspira-
tions. There were all these ‘shotgun’ 
houses in various states of disrepair, 

more modern-looking buildings and lots of  
interesting people.”

Baker College sophomore Tori Laxalt said 
she thought the Matchbox Gallery opening 
succeeded in attracting students and faculty 
outside of the visual arts department. On the 
same night, the visual arts faculty and Glassell 
School of Art Core Fellows also hosted their Fall 
Art Kick-off in the Sewall Hall Courtyard with a 
slideshow “jam” of their work.

Laxalt, an English major, had one piece 
featured in the Salon: a drawing of a 1970s-era  
girl skateboarding. 

“It was nice to be able to put something up 
that I worked hard on, to be able to show my 
friends what actually came out of having char-
coal dust all over my face all those times after 
class,” Laxalt said.

Hsiao matched Laxalt’s sentiment of the op-
portunity to showcase her work. Though com-
missioned and student artworks on campus 
are becoming more prominent, Hsiao said she 
thinks Rice can improve on making student art 
more visible.

“Seeing our friends’ art around campus not 
only gives us something to work toward, but 
also encourages other students to explore art, 
especially those that are engineering and sci-
ence majors who may have never considered 
taking an art class,” Hsiao said.

Luckily for art enthusiasts, from the phys-
ics major who paints as a hobby to the Shep-
herd School musician who wants to host 
an open-air concert, the Matchbox Gallery 
provides an outlet for students to engage 
with the arts, whether through appreciation  
or participation.

“Matchbox is a testament to the freedom Rice 
students have on campus to pursue what they are 
interested in and experiment with it,” Fernan-
dez said. “We hope the gallery will continue to 
develop into a reputable flexible art space in the  
Houston community.”

Snack on chat at Bombay Sweets

Matchbox Gallery Salon 
attracts an artsy gaggle

Cathy Hu
For The Thresher

A true manifestation of the phrase, “sugar, 
spice and everything nice,” Bombay Sweets is 
a vegetarian heaven. However, this inexpensive 
buffet is not a “Panda Express” of Indian food; 
even those cultured in South Asian cuisine will 
tell you that this place is as authentic as it gets. 

The restaurant offers far more than what its 
name suggests. Hailing the epithet “House of 
Sweets, Snacks, Chat and Vegetarian Food,” 
Bombay Sweets serves everything from spe-
cialty drinks and pastries to breads and hot 
dishes. It is located on Hillcroft, along with a 
smattering of other 
South Asian stores 
and restaurants with-
in the diverse cultural 
makeup of Houston. 

An international 
company and a lead-
er in the snack food 
industry, Bombay 
Sweets is a messen-
ger from India, intro-
ducing Houstonians 
to a wide variety of 
bonafide and 100 
percent vegetarian 
snacks and dishes. 
However, nothing 
about this restaurant 
screams corporate 
chain food; Bombay 
Sweets is presented in 
the manner of a small 
family-owned restau-
rant with an empha-
sis on quality, value  
and authenticity.

Upon walking into a quaint diner-bakery-
style setting, patrons have several options as 
to what path to take in their culinary journey. 
One option includes picking up some sweets to-
go from Bombay Sweets’ wide bakery selection. 
Freshly made jalebi (a fried flour- and syrup- 
based treat, comparable to the all-American 
funnel cake), gulab jamun (waffle balls soaked 
in syrup) and many other options are readily 
available to satisfy an exotic sweet tooth.

You could also choose to dine in, ordering 
one of several varieties of chat. Chat (or chaat) 
is a term used to describe an assortment of sa-
vory snacks, which initially was known as street 

food in cities like Mumbai and Delhi. A smor-
gasbord of potato, crispy fried bread, beans, 
chutney and spices comprise the basic makeup 
of any type of chat. Additional ingredients like 
samosas and yogurt add an even greater explo-
sion of flavor and textures to the dish. A hearty 
plateful will only cost about $6 to $7. 

The other dining option is a challenge to be 
accepted. A $7 buffet runs from brunch to din-
ner time, offering an assortment of North and 
South Indian foods. Bombay Sweets offers veg-
etarian-friendly dishes such as bhaji (an Indian 
version of vegetable fritters), aloo beans, pa-
kora (vegetables dipped and fried in chickpea 
batter), sag paneer (spinach dip with cottage 

cheese) and masala 
rice. Each buffet meal 
is accompanied by 
paratha, puri or, every-
one’s favorite, naan, 
all of which are warm, 
toasted and delicious 
Indian breads. 

Having grown up 
having meals in the 
houses of several Indi-
an friends, I can vouch 
that Bombay Sweets 
is certainly a taste of 
the comfort and au-
thenticity of home 
cooking. However, this 
restaurant is not ex-
clusively for those ac-
quainted with Indian 
cuisine or who adhere 
to a strict vegetarian 
diet. The bold flavors 
are truly what make 
this food universally 
satiating. From mild 

to spicy and salty to sweet, the lines between 
flavors are blurred as they all come together in  
gustatory perfection. 

For those vegetarians looking for something 
a little more savory than salad and greens, cul-
tural foodies searching for a new dig, or those 
who have never encountered the phenomenon 
that is Indian food, the revelatory experience 
is upon you. Word to the wise: you may find 
yourself in a euphoric food coma after your 
meal. Authentic to Indian culture, Bombay 
Sweets is the place to go for the biggest bang 
for your buck and to satisfy your South Asian  
culinary desires.

Bombay Sweets’ $7 buffet features several authenic, vegetarian-only South Asian dishes.

Bombay Sweets

A
Location: 5827 Hillcroft Street
Phone Number: 713-780-4453
Price Range: $
Recommended menu items: 
jalebi, chat
The rundown: Bombay Sweets is a vegetar-
ian haven for those who want to eat on the 
cheap. The diner and bakery offer authentic 
South Asian fare that will not only satisfy 
your ethnic food cravings, but also leave you 
feeling incredibly full.
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“Cruel Summer” – GOOD Music: Since 2004, rapper Kanye 
West has been assembling a team of artists such as John Legend, 
Common and Big Sean to sign under his own division of Def Jam 
Records: GOOD Music. Eight years later, West has finalized his 
all-star lineup to create a majestic debut album, featuring singles 
such as “Mercy,” “Clique” and “New God Flow.” Considered by 
many in the hip-hop community to be one of the most anticipated 
albums of the year, West can expect an impressive first-week of 
album sales.

“Resident Evil: Retribution” – The fifth installment in the vid-
eo-game based science-fiction series continues to follow Alice (Mil-
la Jovovich, “Dazed & Confused”) in her fight against the Umbrella 
Corporation and its T-Virus-plagued legions of zombies alongside a 
growing resistance movement. This film will mark the first appear-
ance of several characters from the game who had yet to show up in 
the movies. “Retribution” will be shown in silver screen, IMAX and 
3D formats. The film also stars Michelle Rodriguez (“Fast and Furi-
ous”) and Sienna Guillory (“Eragon”). R, 117 minutes.

“The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel” – This British ensemble 
film, based on the 2004 novel “These Foolish Things,” follows a 
group of retirees moving to a hotel in India and the adventures 
they encounter in adjusting to a new culture. Spotlighting a cast 
of British royalty, including Judi Dench (“Casino Royale”), Bill 
Nighy (“Pirates of the Caribbean”) and Maggie Smith (“Harry 
Potter”), this film is not to be missed. Bonus features include a 
behind-the-scenes featurette and an inside look at the casting 
process. Available on DVD and Blu-Ray.

“The Truth About Love” – Pink: The sixth studio al-
bum from pop-rock superstar Pink, and the first under RCA 
Records, will feature collaborations from artists including 
songstress Lily Allen, Fun lead singer Nate Ruess and rapper 
Eminem. The first single, “Blow Me (One Last Kiss),” has al-
ready peaked at No. 9 on the Billboard Hot 100, and provides 
a preview of an album that is marked with vibrant storytell-
ing, stylistic irreverence and a notably darker feel than her 
previous efforts.

“Finding Nemo 3D” – Nominated by the American Film In-
stitute as one of the 10 greatest animated films ever made, this 
Academy Award-winning Pixar classic returns to theaters in 3D in 
support of its upcoming Blu-Ray release. The movie immerses au-
diences in the humorous, nautical story of a father clownfish (Al-
bert Brooks, “Broadcast News”) and his quest across the ocean 
to find his missing son. Featuring stellar supporting work from 
Ellen DeGeneres as his klutzy sidekick, Dory, this film aims to 
please audiences both young and young at heart. G, 100 minutes.

“The Cabin in the Woods” – This comedy horror film, pro-
duced by Joss Whedon of “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” and “Firefly” 
fame, had been shelved for several years before its theatrical debut 
this past spring. The film went on to enjoy both critical and com-
mercial success. Starring Chris Hemsworth (“The Avengers”), the 
film tells the story of five friends in a remote cabin on vacation only 
to become victims of a supernatural ritual. Bonus features include 
audio commentary from the film’s director and a behind-the-scenes 
documentary. Available on DVD and Blu-Ray.
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by Emily Nichol
Thresher Editorial Staff

Renowned local chef Monica Pope, 
whose prepackaged fare often fills a stall 
at the Rice University Farmer’s Market, 
has completely overhauled her restaurant 
t’afia, now reimagined in the same loca-
tion as Sparrow Bar + Corkshop. Nestled 
in the same midtown bungalow bestrewn 
with rope-lights, Sparrow presents Pope’s 
commitment to locally sourced, seasonal 
flavors with a cre-
atively exotic spin.

In walking dis-
tance from the ME-
TRORail, Sparrow’s 
environment mixes 
hip edginess with 
rustic romance. 
Alchemic touches, 
like water served 
out of Erlenmeyer 
flasks and salt 
stored in test tubes, 
lie atop dark, un-
finished slab tables 
adorned with fresh 
wildflowers. Warm 
lighting emanates 
from glowing bird-
cage lanterns that 
hang from low 
ceiling beams and 
against exposed 
brick walls, and 
cushy red ban-
quettes lend to an 
intimate homey environment. Roughly tex-
tured napkins give a tactile, rugged country 
feel. No detail goes overlooked; even the 
dessert menu arrived in a cute package, a 
note folded like something your third-grade 
crush might have handed you. The mellower 
sides of the Talking Heads and the Clash 
played softly over the din of forks, as well as 
some vaguely familiar acoustic Nirvana cov-
ers. It feels like Sparrow is trying to create 
some idealized home you never had. 

The food menu changes nightly, but the 
the wine and cocktail menus are solidly 
in place. The wine options are extensive, 
but they tend to get a bit pricey. The bar’s 
main calling, besides the ultra-cool envi-
ronment, are the $10 cocktails —  nothing 
too creative or extraordinary, but sipped in 

a fancy cup in a cool place so close to the 
light rail, they are worth it.

The food also was a tad pricey, with 
entrees starting at around $15. The dishes 
billed as smaller plates are generally sa-
vory enough to be eaten alone as a hearty 
bar snack or combined for a full meal. 
One of the tragic exceptions to this truth, 
however, was the shiitake mushroom 
dumplings plate, which was covered in a 
creamy blue cheese, honey and mascar-
pone sauce. Four petite lumps sat in the 

soupy sauce, but 
despite their rather 
sad appearance, 
the salty, earthy 
mushrooms blend-
ed perfectly with 
the sweet, cheesy 
sauce. One of the 
best sides was the 
crunchy brussels 
sprouts with miso 
glaze, which truly 
was life-changing 
to a self-declared 
brussels sprouts 
hater. The sprouts 
were grilled until 
they were slightly 
burned, which 
seemed to cure 
them of their usu-
ally detestable bit-
terness and made 
them delectably 
tender. Cover-
ing them with the 

sweet and sticky miso sauce made them as 
easy to pop in your mouth as candy. The 
Mac n’ Cheese, which was served carbon-
ara-style with peas and speck (juniper-fla-
vored ham), was also especially rib-stick-
ing, with a portion substantial enough 
to be an entire meal in itself. Perfectly al 
dente orecchiette pasta was the perfect 
medium for scooping up the salty egg and 
parmesan sauce in a classy, grown-up rein-
vention of the comfort-food classic.

For an energetic bar and creative home-
style snacking, Sparrow is your place. It is 
definitely not the best place near campus 
to get the most out of your dollar, but it 
is worth a visit if you have something to 
celebrate — or you are just looking for an 
excuse to dress up and blow a little cash.

Plenty to swallow at Sparrow

Sparrow Bar + Corkshop

A
Location: 3701 Travis Street
Phone Number: 713-524-6922
Price Range: $$$
Recommended menu items: 
shiitake mushroom dumplings
The rundown: Though Sparrow Bar + 
Corkshop has usurped t’afia, the redesign 
of both the menu and interior demon-
strates chef Monica Pope’s continued high 
standard of excellence. Quirky details are 
pervasive, from the Erlenmeyer flask vases 
to the innovative Mac n’ Cheese dish.

Sparrow Bar + Corkshop offers a bungalow atmosphere with alchemy-inspired details.

Chef Monica Pope has reinvented t’afia to create a bar  with innovative menus each night. 

Julia’s Bistro serves high-end Latin Ameri-
can cuisine with a focus on quality food and 
service. The restaurant’s sophisticated atmo-
sphere and location off the METRORail’s Mc-
Gowen stop make it an easily accessible place 
to splurge on an evening of fine dining. 

Julia’s is one of those places that we al-
ways pass and think, “Oh, that looks good, 
we have to try it sometime.” We finally made 
the short trip to Midtown to try out this res-
taurant on the corner of Main and West Ala-
bama streets. 

Behind the chic black-and-white exterior 
is a Latin American restaurant that touts 
quality, high-end cuisine. The tablecloths 
and glassware differentiate Julia’s from its 
Breakfast Klub and Tacos a Gogo neighbors. 
With a business casual dress code, it is no 
surprise the meals range from $15 to $30, but 
the food is well worth the price. The wait staff 
was very friendly, although the food did take 
a while to reach our table.

The first dish we ordered was the pollo 
poblano, Julia’s version of a chicken rou-
lade, a bacon-wrapped chicken stuffed with 

portabella mushrooms and panela cheese 
and topped with a poblano pepper sauce. 
We choose chipotle mashed potatoes and 
sauteed green beans for our side dishes. We 
ordered the pollo poblano on the assump-
tion that trendy restaurants often innovate 
on simple ingredients to create sophisticated 
yet unpalatable dishes. However, the plate 
dispelled any fears of leaving the restaurant 
still hungry. The light flavors of the chicken 
and cheese complemented the robust flavor 
of the portabella mushrooms. All of this 
was wrapped tightly in crispy bacon strips 
which went well with the creamy and tangy 
poblano pepper sauce.

The mashed 
potatoes were 
creamy and 
had a bite 
of spice, 
thanks 
to the 
little bits 
of pepper 
dispersed 

throughout. The potatoes struck a perfect 
balance between too rich and not rich enough 
and provided a smooth texture opposite the 
crunch of the bacon. The grilled green beans 
introduced a smoky flavored element to the 
dish which paired perfectly with the rich 
potatoes.

The sides of green beans and mashed pota-
toes were on par with the main dish. The second 
dish was the filet de cerdo: churassco cut pork 
tenderloin topped with red chimichurri sauce, 
which we substituted for the pineapple-chile 
pequin chutney. The warm, spiced chutney with 
chunks of pineapple added a touch of sweet to 
the bland pork.  We were impressed with the 
portion of pork we were served and how accom-
modating the cook was in altering the dish.

Dinner at Julia’s was definitely a success 
and the food was worth donning a dress and 
spending a little extra cash.

Houston Hideaways is a column written by 
Sasha Schoch and Allie Schaich that explores 
Houston restaurants beyond the usual Rice  
student haunts.

Julia’s Bistro

A-
Location: 3722 Main Street
Phone Number: 713-807-0090
Price Range: $$$
Recommended menu items: 
pollo poblano, filet de cerdo
The rundown: Julia’s Bistro serves high-end 
Latin American cuisine with a focus on both 
quality food and service. The restaurant’s 
sophisticated atmosphere and location 
off the METRORail McGowen stop make it 
an easily accessible place to splurge on an 
evening of fine dining. 

Houston Hideaways: Julia’s is chic and caliente

ElEna lacEy/ThrEshEr

courTEsy sparrow Bar + corkshop

courTEsy sparrow Bar + corkshop
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CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

C a s h ,  c h e c k  o r  c r e d i t  c a r d  p ay m e n t  m u s t  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t ,  wh i ch  m u s t  b e  re ce ive d  b y  1 2  p. m .  
on the Monday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu
The Backpage is satire and is written by Alex Weinheimer and Anthony Lauriello.  Email comments and questions to ajw3@rice.edu.

WANTED
TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact  832-
428-8330  and email resume to  siyengar777@
gmail.com

Sessions Music is interviewing instructors 
for preschool and elementary music programs. 
Qualified applicants will be pursuing a degree 
in Music Education – or related studies – and 
have 2+ years of related experience. Visit www.
sessionsmusic.com.

Tutor wanted. Must be female with a valid 
driver’s license and current automobile insur-
ance.Prefer someone with car and able to pick 
up after school 3-5 times a week for 2-4 hours. 
Must read, write and speak English fluently.Pre-
fer someone that can help with Latin language 
studies. Able to work productively and effec-
tively with children. Strong sense of commit-
ment and reliability.High degree of motivation 

and energy.To apply, please email fireflyliu@
sbcglobal.net or call 713-927-3879

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING SQUARED, a pri-
vate tutorial service, needs part-time tutors 
in Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Phsyics, 
Spanish, English, Economics, and Finance. 
Flexible hours. EXCELLENT PAY. No house calls. 
Office located close to campus. 713-528-7085

Prestigious Condo Neighboring West U for 
Sale $145k. Beautifully updated spacious 2 Mas-
ter Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths. 1,219 Sq. ft. Contact 
Nick- 832-771-8169 or phaly01@gmail.com

Interested in tutoring middle school or 
high school students?    In this paid oppor-
tunity, currently enrolled Rice students will 
tutor students in the Houston area. For more 
information contact Sonya Ramirez: e-mail 
(sonya.ramirez@rice.edu) or phone  (713-
348-6108).

EGG DONORS NEEDED. We are seeking at-
tractive and intelligent women of all ethnic-
ities to help our clients build their family. 
No hair or eye color preference, but must 
between the ages of 21-29. If you are inter-
ested or want more information, please con-

tact us at: 1-800-264-8828 or info@aperfect-
match.com $10,000 plus expenses.

Not your normal minimum wage job, check 
out www.greatcollegejob.com

Rice professor is looking for a reliable baby-
sitter for an occasional evening out (once or 
twice a month) and possibly some day-time care 
a few times per semester. Seven-minute drive 
from campus. Please email esr@rice.edu

SELECT YOUR CHARACTER...
•	 Falcon Puke
•	 Donkey Kock
•	 Sex Fox
•	 Jigglypuffpuffpass
•	 Kink
•	 The Plumber Bros: Mario and Luigi
•	 Pikachode
•	 Sanus
•	 Pink Ball of Blowjob
•	 Ness
•	 Blowshi
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