
Bus delays take bounce out of Sky Zone
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Join the Brat Pack at Sid ’80s  
Rice students may lack athletic enthusiasm, 
but there will be no lack of excitement among 
the spandex wearing party-goers this Satur-
day. Sid ’80s is back this Saturday at 10 p.m. 

Powderpuff Preview p. 12

Powderpuff, better than NFL
The 2012-2013 powderpuff season 

begins this weekend. Who needs the 
Cowboys when the Battle Sows and Fast 
Women will be on the field? Check out 
the season schedule and the Thresher’s 
rankings for this year’s teams. Prepare the 
body paint, boys. The war is on. 

Local                                      p. 10

Caffeine for a cause
A 2nd Cup in the Heights seeks to educate 
the public about human trafficking and 
raise funds through selling coffee. 

a&e                                       p. 14

Skyspace still rocks
The LED lightshow at Turrell Skyspace is 
never exactly the same for viewers. Find 
the best places to watch the show and 
get a different view each time.

Op-Ed                                    p. 3

Smoking is a choice
James Dargan argues we should protect 
the rights of smokers, even if they are a 
minority on campus.

We really love caffeine
Ever wondered if those rumors about 
what caffeine does to you are true? See 
the biggest coffee myths debunked here.

It’s a start...
The tailgate was a success but it will take 
much more to overcome Rice student 
body apathy towards athletics. 

Ragans 
fight kid 
cancer

by MICaela CaNales
FoR The ThResheR

James and Mecklin Ragan are a 
brother-sister duo from Duncan Col-
lege who are reaching out and stand-
ing up for children with rare cancers. 
In 2009 they founded the Triumph 
Over Kid Cancer Foundation, aim-
ing to raise funds for research and 
awareness of rare pediatric cancers, 
according to Mecklin, a senior.

James, a sophomore, said that he 
is currently battling a rare pediatric 
bone cancer known as osteosar-
coma. James and Mecklin’s cousin 
Mikhal Gongora Abou-Sayed created 
a Facebook event called “Let’s help 
James get on Ellen!” that includes a 
link to the Ellen show website, en-
couraging supporters of the Ragans 
to nominate James to speak on the 
show about TOKC, according to the 
Houston Chronicle. 

The Ellen show has a “Be a 
part of the show” section on its 
website that includes a tab ask-
ing viewers to nominate an in-
spiring person 
they know 
to be on 
the show.

ANdRew Ta
FoR The ThResheR

Some students returning to their 
rooms on Aug. 30 were greeted with a 
warning neon orange sticker for prop-
ping open their room doors.

According to Article 1, Section F 
of the Campus Housing Agreement, 
students  can not prop open any doors 
and are advised not to leave their room 
unlocked. The section reads, “You 
should lock the door to your room at 
all times.” The intent of the language 
is to convey that leaving your door un-
locked for even a short time is a secu-
rity risk, according to Senior Business 
Director of Housing and Dining David 

McDonald. Propped doors are explic-
itly stated as a security risk that can 
incur a fine.

The fine for a student with a 
propped dorm room door or disabled 
residential door lock is $100, accord-
ing to McDonald. The fine for propped 
doors within colleges, such as hallway 
bathrooms, is $150 and the fine for a 
propped external door to a residential 
college is $200, to be paid for by the of-
fending college, McDonald said.

“This is not a new policy,” Mc-
Donald said. “It’s been in the housing 
agreement for years. Propped doors are 
a security risk because they create op-
portunities for theft and other crimes.”

McDonald said the policy will be en-

forced more stringently this year than 
in previous years due to increasing con-
cerns regarding property thefts.

“We were concerned about the 
number of propped doors within the 
colleges over the past several semesters 
and have been working with the college 
leadership and student maintenance 
[representatives] to help step up en-
forcement,” McDonald said. “Our goal 
is for students to be more conscientious 
about safety and security.”

The majority of property crimes on 
campus involve unlocked doors and 
unattended property, according to Rice 
University Police Department Chief 
Johnny Whitehead.

The stickers on doors did not indi-

cate that they were warnings and not 
actual fines, Jones College Coordinator 
Michelle Bennack said.

“The stickers placed on the doors 
last week were only intended as 
warnings; however, their appearance 
was misleading,” McDonald said. 
“On behalf of Housing and Dining, I 
sincerely apologize for any confusion 
this has caused. In our eagerness to 
ensure student safety within the col-
leges, we hastily left out the key word 
‘warning’ from the notice. In the fu-
ture, any door hangers or stickers 
that are placed on doors will clearly 
state if they are indeed warnings or 
actual fines.”

H&D threatens $100 fine for propped doors or disabled locks

Split results
Soccer faced a 2-0 defeat last 

Friday, but found redemption the 
following Sunday against Texas 
State, winning 2-1. 

0see Ragan,
 page 8

by DIXIta VIswaNath
FoR The ThResheR

On Aug. 31, 2012, Rice Program Council’s new committee, 
Night Owl Antics, sponsored a trip to Sky Zone, a wall-to-wall 
trampoline arena, where Rice students could jump for free. Trans-
portation issues and injuries caused problems for Night Owl An-
tics’ first event of the year, however. 

Night Owl Antics committee chair Kate Travis said that a total 
of 300 students were expected to jump in two waves of 150 people, 
due to Sky Zone’s capacity limits; however, only 150 got the op-
portunity to go due to transportation issues. To compensate for 
the missed rides, students waiting in line were given free Espe-
ranza tickets, worth $20 each, Travis, a Sid Richardson College 
sophomore, said. 

Night Owl Antics gave out approximately 110 tickets that 
night, Travis said. Travis stated that it cost over $2000 to send stu-
dents to Sky Zone. Giving away free Esperanza tickets increased 
the cost for the event, using up more money from Night Owl An-
tics’ annual budget. 

According to Travis, the Night Owl Antics committee was cre-
ated early last year with the aim of providing substance-free events 
after 8 p.m. in the greater Houston area and sponsored one event 
last year called Battle Ball, a dodgeball tournament between all 
colleges. However, this year, the committee received its own budget 
under the umbrella budget of RPC and will sponsor more events. 

The Sky Zone trip was the committee’s first event of the year. 
Travis said that three buses were supposed to report to the Sal-
lyport by 10 p.m. to transport students. However, one of the three 
buses did not arrive until 10:40 p.m. As a result, Rice students 
could not leave campus until nearly 11 p.m., cutting into their 
jump time. Travis said two buses arrived to Sky Zone around 11:15 
p.m. while the third bus got lost and did not arrive until about 
11:45 p.m.

“Once the buses dropped off the students, they were instruct-
ed to drive back to Rice and pick up the second batch. Instead, 
they parked on the side of Sky Zone and did not pick up the stu-
dents [waiting at Rice],” Travis said.

Will Rice College freshman Alyson Tseng was waiting in line 
for the second batch of people to go to Sky Zone. When the bus 
did not arrive in time to take them to Sky Zone, she said she was 
disappointed.

“I waited for over an hour in line to go to Sky Zone with my 
roommate,” Tseng said. “When I was told that I couldn’t go, I was 
immediately disappointed but it was okay because we did get 
something in return for our time. I think Esperanza tickets were 
an adequate price to pay for the wait.” 

0see Sky Zone, page 4

0see Door Fine, page 6
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Open door 
fines tarnish 

campus culture
Rice University Housing and Din-

ing’s recent decision to begin fining 
students $100 for bolting, propping 
or taping bedroom doors open is dis-
appointing. The Thresher recognizes 
that keeping doors locked is recom-
mended in the housing agreement 
signed by students at the beginning 
of the year, that it is being imposed 
to increase security and that students 
should keep their doors locked when 
rooms are empty. However, enforc-
ing this policy so stringently and so 
suddenly negatively affects Rice’s  
social culture.

Colleges are supposed to be com-
munities; some even market them-
selves as families, and many facili-
tate that social aspect by keeping 
bedroom and suite doors open. Stu-
dents should understand the safety 
risks associated with keeping doors 
unlocked while rooms are empty, but 
H&D’s rule applies even when the 
room is occupied. Fines for students 
who fail to lock up even when they 
are in their room are unnecessary 
and hurt our culture, especially at 
colleges without indoor hallways.

Every semester, students pay 
$4,250 for housing alone, and in most 
cases, they get what they pay for: spa-
cious rooms, cleaning services and 
security. Exterior doors to college en-
trances should always be locked and 
only accessible to students, as well 
as doors leading up stairwells and el-
evators, so H&D does not need to take 
responsibility for our bedrooms. With 
an effective Rice University Police 
Department security and such rigid 
external security measures at each 
college, the crackdown on personal 
rooms is unneccesary. Additionally, it 
encourages suspicion within the col-
leges: If residents are the only people 
with access to your floor, are your 
hallmates the ones who might steal 
from you? If incidents of theft are 
increasing, especially if students are 
stealing from each other, they should 
be made aware of that, and students 
should be held accountable – per-
haps by Student Judicial Programs – 
for their actions. However, innocent 
students should not be forced to be 
locked out – or in – to avoid paying 
a fine from the very division they  
pay rent to.

Students should have the choice 
to keep their doors open without 
risking such an excessive fine – they 
happily pay for the privilege of liv-
ing on campus, and they happily 
accept the risk they take by keeping 
their doors unlocked. They under-
stand the risk they incur if theft or 
damage occurs in their rooms, and 
take financial responsibility for the 
result. Students should not be pun-
ished by Rice because people might 
break into their rooms; other mea-
sures should be taken to encourage 
locked doors and theft awareness. 
H&D should recognize the strain 
their fine will put on college culture 
and student interactions, and should 
be open to students’ requests for an 
open forum to discuss this change in 
a democratic and fair environment.    

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of 
the piece’s author.

EDITORIAL2

Online Comments of the week
In response to “Caplans no longer  
Martel RAs”
(August 31, 2012)

 
I do not understand why this is being 

hushed up. Doesn’t the Martel College com-
munity at large deserve both sides of the 
truth, especially because a third party (the 
administration) is responsible for ultimately 
severing what I felt was a very positive re-
lationship between Martel and the Caplans? 
We are owed an honest explanation, which 
they can, of course, do while keeping names 
anonymous. However, by withholding in-
formation from the community, they are 
effectively keeping us from being able to 
raise objections as to how the situation was 
handled. Ultimately, I think that is what is 
upsetting people.

  

Anonymous

Must be pretty rough for a lot of people 
over at Martel College right now, but they 
are a resilient bunch. Sounds like everything 
should go back to normal soon enough, at 
least for the majority of students. Leave the 
rest of the bureaucratic damage to the self-
less masters and volunteer student govern-
ment officials for cleanup. That is usually 
the Rice way of getting things done, as the 
higher-ups, whose poor policy enforce-

ment caused the worst of the wreckage, 
like to wash their hands of these situations, 
do their best to get away with ambiguous 
commentary in the Thresher, and quickly 
retreat into their ivory towers of academia. 
Unsurprisingly, it sounds like Dean of Un-
dergraduates John Hutchinson and the ad-
ministration really botched up this one. As 
Associate Dean, Donald Ostdiek oversees 
both Student Judicial Programs and the 
Barbara and David Gibbs Recreation and 
Wellness Center. Why Maria Caplan lost her 
job at the Wellness Center because of what 
appears to be her husband’s inappropriate 
actions is still unclear, and Hutch seems to 
want to keep it that way despite his stating 
“... each position is evaluated separately.” It 
sounds pretty fishy to me. A resident advisor 
definitely should not be drinking or intoxi-
cated in front of students during Orienta-
tion Week, and their behavior warrants their 
removal from the college, but threatening 
someone’s career seems like overkill in this 
situation. As Doc. C would say, “Watch the  
hands, people!”

Also, I’m just waiting for some immature 
idiot to start the whole, “You mean Martel 
Dormitory!” crap while they are clearly deal-
ing with some pretty un-fun stuff over there. 
Grow up people.

  

Anonymous

Definitely.

Definitely not.

If there’s a tailgate and my 
friends are going.

If I’m forced to.

Will you attend the next home game on September 22?

Last Week’s Online 
Poll Results:

7%
Total number of responses: 94
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“Good thing I brought my owl sticker...”

cartoon by elena lacey and anthony lauriello



the Rice ThresherFriday, Month xx, 20xx 3OP-ED

The release of Rice University’s new tobac-
co policy last week caused much excitement 
around campus. To some, it serves as further 
relief from the evils of secondhand smoke. To 
others, it complements efforts to help people 
quit smoking. Will this policy have a posi-
tive impact on the health of the Rice commu-
nity? Possibly, but I find the tobacco policy  
deeply troubling.

As Rice students, we owe it to our com-
munity to resist any policies that infringe on 
the freedoms of an outspoken minority, irre-
spective of our personal views. What is true 
for you may not be true for me; wisdom that 
is so commonly recognized in the classroom 
seems lost in the real world and currently  
at Rice.

Rice provides endless opportunity for one 
to express oneself. Rice’s activities fair reveals 
just a glimpse of the various clubs on cam-
pus that peacefully coexist. None may appear 
more bridled with conflict than the Rice Con-
servative Forum and the Young Democrats: 
Just watch them debate. But even they respect 
the other’s existence; neither wishes to regu-
late the other to death.

One can swing dance in the McMurtry Col-
lege Commons or salsa at Willy’s Pub, but 
most just get down in the overcrowded mess 
that is any public party. I do not know anyone 
who wants his or her mother to see the perver-
sion that is Night of Decadence, but that does 
not stop us from enjoying it. And those that 
disagree with such blatant sexual drunken-
ness do not seek to destroy its existence. In-
stead, they play dodgeball at the Barbara and 
David Gibbs Recreation and Wellness Center 
or watch movies at Sid Richardson College. 
They choose for themselves what acts they 

wish to engage in and respect others’ right to 
decide otherwise. If you do not journey down 
to Wiess College in your underwear, I under-
stand. If you make a walk of shame the morn-
ing after, I will not judge. I want everyone to 
make the most of their time here – whatever 
that involves.

Which brings me back to the heart of my 
troubles: the apparent ignorance to the dis-
service this policy does to our fellow students. 
Because this enthusiasm to inconvenience to-
bacco users until they have no recourse but to 
quit is unjust and, worse, intolerant of a tar-
geted minority. The “societal pressures” con-
veyed by these new regulations stir only fear in 
my mind – fear of the “greater good” trouncing 
the liberty every tobacco smoker and chewer is  
entitled to.

I do not defend chewing tobacco or smok-
ing. It is unhealthy, expensive and arguably 
stupid. I will never smoke a cigarette, but that 
is my decision to make, not yours. Just as those 
half-naked wizards grind on at Harry NODder 
or the 21+ kick back in the beer garden, if a fel-
low Rice student wishes to smoke a cigarette, 
I will dutifully yield that decision to him. My 
friends are not going to surrender their right to 
drink silently and neither should smokers qui-
etly submit to any further rules that constrain 
their ability to smoke. I know I will not.

 I draw a sharp distinction between en-
couraging a friend to quit and institutional-
izing unjust regulations. Between offering 
my personal support and exiling one to a tent 
to engage in an act he is entitled to, we as a 
community should strive for the former, not  
the latter.

If non-smokers want students to quit 
smoking, they should reach out to smokers 
themselves. Do not strangle their freedom 
with oppressive new rules. Remember, we all 
participate in activities others oppose. I ap-
plaud the initial restraint of the administra-
tion in its policy, one which other universities 
would have been better served to display, but 
it is still a step down a not-so-slippery slope I 
would rather not travel. Be mindful next time 
such restrictive policies are adopted before 
you praise their wisdom.

    
                 James Dargan is a 

Wiess College junior.

I would be lying if I said I was optimistic 
about the success of the tailgate prior to Rice 
University football’s season opener against 
the University of California at Los Angeles 
last Thursday. Housing and Dining enraged 
the student body by closing all serveries for 
the unpopular Sammy’s Picnic and cutting 
the length of dinner in half. Students were 
forced to trek down to West Lot to grab food 
for a game they probably did not want to see. 
i figured there was no way anyone would go.

Fortunately, and much to my surprise, 
the tailgate was not only well-attended, 
but also a lot of fun. Undergraduates filled 
the parking lot and filed into the student 
section of Rice Stadium for the start of the 
game. It was the best-attended game (by stu-
dents, at least) I remember in my three years 
at Rice. The Student Association, Rice Ath-
letics and H&D combined to put together a  
successful tailgate.

But much of this success was lucky. The 
tailgate’s high attendance was due in part to 
superb advertising by the SA, free food from 
Sammy’s Picnic and extra excitement for the 
first game. These luxuries will not always be 
present and allowed us to overlook some of 
the major flaws in Rice Athletics’ plan for 
the tailgate.

At the last minute, a confusing wristband 
system was introduced for acquiring food 
that was luckily ignored. Rice Athletics did 
not give varsity sports liaisons money and 
instead asked them to receive funding from 
their own residential colleges. This proved 
difficult, however, because in the second 
week of school, college governments had 
not yet finalized their annual budgets. In-
stead, the largely unprepared VSL program 
was bailed out by the picnic’s free food and 
beer provided by generous individuals.

Even with this success, it is clear that 
Rice Athletics and the rest of the university 
still have a long way to go to improve atten-
dance at sporting events. The first step is to 
adequately fund the VSLs. Athletics finally 
realized that organizing a tailgate by college 
would improve willingness of students to 
participate, but the residential colleges have 
very tight budgets. They may not be able to 
sufficiently fund a half-dozen tailgates each 
year. If free food, water and beer are not 
available, attendance will drop. Athletics 
should bear the costs if the residential col-
leges cannot afford to do so.

The rest of Rice must also do its part in 
supporting athletics. It can start by doing 
a better job of scheduling events around 
games. The season opener was forced to 
compete with the Rice Research Fair, an 

event that had the potential to draw many 
away from the game. For the rest of the sea-
son, football has to compete with another 
league: powderpuff. This year, powderpuff 
games are scheduled not only on the same 
day, but also at the same time as home foot-
ball games. It is unlikely the average Rice 
student will attend five hours of football 
on a given day. If they are forced to choose, 
students will probably go to the powderpuff 
game and support the students with whom 
they more frequently interact. It is unaccept-
able for Rice Athletics to have to compete 
with another sports league at the university. 
While varsity sports have absolutely no flex-
ibility in scheduling, powderpuff, like many 
other events across campus, does. 

In sports other than football, where 
home games are more frequent, the VSLs 
must be careful about when they plan ma-
jor tailgates and giveaways. Last year, there 
was only one tailgate for a home baseball 
game, and it was on the same day as the 
KTRU Outdoor Show. There is no need for 
events as large as these to compete with one 
another. A little more research from Rice 
Athletics would have allowed it to resched-
ule the tailgate so both events could be  
more successful.

Rice Athletics and the rest of the uni-
versity still have a lot of work to improve 
attendance at sporting events. But no one 
is more to blame than the student body it-
self, whose apathy shines through the most 
when it comes to athletics. Despite high at-
tendance at the season opener, most of the 
student section had emptied out by halftime 
in a game that was still competitive. Some 
reasons I heard were that people had to 
get ready for Willy’s Pub, were tired or had  
work to do.

True, a Thursday game presents a few 
additional challenges that do not exist on 
weekends. Even so, we need to do more to 
support our student athletes. They work too 
hard and represent too large a portion of our 
student body to be ignored. They are fellow 
Duncaroos, Sidizens and Bakerites. They are 
our classmates, our Orientation Week sib-
lings and our friends. Rice athletes deserve 
our support. 

      
                           Justin Winikoff is a  
                                            Duncan College junior.

First football tailgate a success,  
athletics still have a long way to go

New tobacco restrictions infringe on 
students’ rights: Let the boys chew 
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But no one is more to 
blame than the student 
body itself, whose apathy 
shines through the most 
when it comes to  
athletics.

Party Patrol

Lovett’s Getcheroxoff: Eurotrashed

Rating Categories
Thresher 

Staff
Opinion

PRIVATE PARTIES C-

INTANGIBLES
Perceived security, alcohol safety, any-

thing else that affected the night
B-

B-

B-

B-

Student
 Body* 

Opinion

C+

B

C

B

C+

ATMOSPHERE
Theme, costume, participation, decor

OVERALL GRADE

MUSIC/DANCING
People getting freaky?

“The main problem with this party was the 
lack of publicity and advertising. The Face-
book event wasn’t available until the day 
before and by that Saturday afternoon, I 
had heard more about Sid 80’s than I had 
heard about Lovett’s Eurotrashed.”

“Great theme and good music. Decor could 
have been better. Private parties were way 
too crowded. The dance floor definitely 
could have  used some air conditioning.”

“The music and dancing were great but it 
was super hot. The theme was fun.”

*Based on a poll of 71 undergraduate students
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Before arriving on location, all students 
were instructed to fill out a liability waiver. 
Upon arriving, students were given a short 
safety briefing by Sky Zone staff. Even with 
such safety measures, three students were in-
jured on site. They left the scene with broken 
or sprained ankles and are expected to make 
a full recovery. 

Hanszen College junior Mike Schubert 
broke his ankle and has to wait six weeks for it 
to heal completely.

“I jumped off the wall and did a flip,” 
Schubert said. “When I landed, my weight was 
not distributed well and I snapped my foot. I 
came back to Hanszen and called EMS…[they] 
wrapped my foot up in an immobilizer splint. 
At the emergency center, they told me that 
I cracked my fibula and would not be able to 
walk on it for six weeks.”

Schubert said that although he was injured at 
Sky Zone, he will attend another event by Night 
Owl Antics. However, he said he does not intend 
to return to Sky Zone in the foreseeable future. 

Two other people suffered similar injuries 

while at Sky Zone, according to Schubert. 
Schubert said Martel College sophomore Jon-
athan Rivera broke his fibula and Hanszen 
freshman Kavana Gowda sprained her ankle. 

Travis said she chose Sky Zone for a com-
mittee event over other forms of entertainment 
for Rice students for its affordability and prox-
imity to Rice. 

“I had been to Sky High before and I re-
ally loved the idea of an indoor trampoline 
event,” Travis said. “We thought it would be 
a really cool idea to have Rice students par-
ticipate in this.” 

Travis said that although it was not the best 
kickoff that Night Owl Antics could have had, it 
certainly put them in the spotlight of the Rice 
community. In the future, Travis said that they 
will use a different bus company and leave 
more time in scheduling. 

Travis said the next Night Owl Antics event 
is a gingerbread building competition on Nov. 
19. This competition will take place in the 
Grand Hall and teams will be judged on cre-
ativity and size, Travis said.

0SKY ZONE
 from page 1

RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Aug. 30-Sept. 7.

Residential Colleges
Hanzen College
Lovett College
Lovett College

Academic Buildings
Abercrombie Engineering Buiding

Other Locations
Brochstein Pavillion
Turrell Skyspace
Entrance 16
N/A

Lab Road-traffic stop

Aug. 31
Sept. 2 
Sept. 2

Aug. 30

Aug. 30
Aug. 31
Aug. 31
Aug. 31

Sept. 2

Broken window
Tresspassing
Public intoxication

Coca-Cola truck hit a fire hydrant

Student threatening suicide
Public Intoxication
Auto-pedestrian accident
Undergraduate threatened to 
assault a fellow student
Non-Rice driver had arrest warrant
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Rice ranked in top 100 universites worldwide
by Asiya Kazi
Thresher Staff

Rice once again placed among the top 
100 universities — this time, globally. The 
Academic Ranking of World Universities, 
conducted by the Center for World-Class Uni-
versities at Shanghai Jiao Tong University, 
ranked Rice 91st in the world this year.  

The Center for World-Class Universities 
strives to create a database of major world 
universities, as well as a collection of litera-
ture on these universities, according to the 
ARWU website. Out of more than 1,000 uni-
versities, only 500, including Rice, were pub-
licly ranked.

As per the ARWU website, the rankings 
are based on five factors: the number of uni-
versity community members that win Nobel 
Prizes and field medals, the number of highly 
cited researchers, the number of published 
articles in journals, the number of articles 
in the Science Citation Index, and per capita 
performance as compared to the size of the 
institution.

Rice placed 61st in 2003, according to the 
ARWU website. However, the ranking de-
clined slightly each year until it reached 99th 
place in 2010. Since 2010, Rice’s ranking has 
increased each year, ranking 93rd in 2011 and 
91st this year, the website states.

This year, the ARWU website states that 
Rice ranked 48th in natural sciences and 
mathematics. The website also shows that 
Rice placed in the ‘51-75’ rank range in the 
broad subject fields of engineering/technol-
ogy and computer science, as well as in the 
‘51-75’ rank range in the social sciences. 

The website states that Rice ranked 27th in 
the chemistry subject field this year. In addi-
tion to chemistry, ARWU publishes rankings 
in the specific subject fields of mathematics, 
physics, computer science and economics/
business. Rice also placed 26th out of 1168 in-
stitutions for the number of Nobel Laureates 

and field medalists on staff per total faculty 
members according to the website.

The ARWU published its first ranking in 
2003 and has published yearly rankings since 
then, per the ARWU website. ARWU has been 
disseminated through media in most major 
countries and cited by many universities due 
to its credibility and usage of subjective fac-
tors to rank universities, the website states.

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
said he was delighted at the ARWU’S rank-
ings, but stressed that rankings are not an 
end goal in themselves.

“The rankings are certainly not for their 
own sake,” Hutchinson said. “This is instead 
one of the ways that we measure our suc-
cesses in providing a world-class scholarly 
environment for our students. Clearly, we are 
doing quite well.” 

Hutchinson also said he thought it impor-
tant that students see their institution being 
recognized as a top univerisity.

“It is very important for Rice students and 

alumni that Rice receives this kind of inter-
national recognition,” Hutchinson said. “Be-
ing seen as one of the top universities in the 
world is a validation of the great value of a 
Rice education and a Rice degree. And this is 
something that employers, graduate schools 
and professional schools will notice.”

Hutchinson said that while there may be 
several reasons for the improvement in Rice’s 
ranking over the past couple years, he specu-
lated that the improvement reflects the increas-
ing international presence of Rice, both in re-
search collaborations and in the student body.

Department of Chemistry Chair Seiichi 
Matsuda expressed his delight with the de-
partment’s ARWU placement but was not 
surprised with the results.  Matsuda states 
that Rice’s Department of Chemistry offers 
extensive faculty research, as well as re-
search opportunities for undergraduates.  

“The quality of research done at Rice is 
phenomenal,” Matsuda said. “The ARWU fo-
cuses on per capita achievement. By empha-
sizing quality rather than size, ARWU does 
not penalize smaller departments as many 
ranking systems do.” 

While Rice’s Chemistry Department 
placed in the top 50 international institu-
tions, Rice’s rank for social sciences was 
lower in the ‘51-75’ rank range. 

Will Rice College sophomore Daeshin Ju 
cites the disparate amounts of attention placed 
on natural science departments as compared 
to social sciences and humanities departments 
at Rice as a reason for this lower placing. 

“I feel like engineering and natural sci-
ences have more influence in school,” Ju 
said. “More students are engineering and sci-
ence majors. It’s way easier to get [natural] 
science research opportunities compared to 
social sciences [research opportunities]. But 
if you really reach out to professors, then you 
can always get opportunities for [research].”

Matsuda said he believed that one of Rice’s 
strengths is its propensity toward collabora-

tion across disciplines and departments.
“Interdisciplinary collaboration has been 

ingrained in campus culture for decades and 
was key to the discovery of the buckyball at 
Rice and the development of nanotechnol-
ogy,” Matsuda said. 

According to Ju, a sociology major, Rice 
students’ varying awareness of different aca-
demic fields contributes to international-level 
rankings because this awareness reflects the 
attention that Rice places on various fields.

“I sometimes have to explain to other 
[Rice] students what sociology is,” Ju said. 
“They don’t even know the definition of so-
ciology. I wish there was more attention to 
sociology classes.” 

Ju said she thinks this lack of knowledge 
about the social sciences is a result of less 
funding for social science research than for 
natural sciences research.  However, she said 
she has noticed a higher number of students 
in “Introduction to Sociology” classes and said 
she hopes that this trend will continue to estab-
lish the presence of the social sciences at Rice 
and improve Rice’s social sciences ranking.

Matsuda said that Rice’s overall global 
ranking, independent of departmental dif-
ferences, has many implications for under-
graduates.

“Rice [undergraduates] are surrounded 
by tremendous opportunities to perform re-
search, and people who are interested in re-
search careers should contact any professor 
in their areas today for advice on how to start 
research,” Matsuda said. “It’s never too early.”

Overall, Ju, like Matsuda, is not surprised 
at Rice’s high ranking. 

“I think that Rice … really cares about its 
students, and it’s really easy to approach the 
professors and get help,” Ju said. “The qual-
ity of classes is usually high…and there are a 
lot of research opportunities that are hard to 
get in big, public universities. So I think the 
main reason [for Rice’s high ranking] is easy 
access to resources.”

The rankings are certainly 
not for their own sake. This 
is instead one of the ways 
that we measure our suc-
cess in providing a world-
class scholarly environment 
for our students. Clearly, we 
are doing quite well. 

John Hutchinson
Dean of Undergraduates
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by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

Bioengineering professor Ann Saterbak was 
named one of nine 2012 fellows to the Biomedi-
cal Engineering Society on Aug. 27, according to 
the BMES website.

“I am very honored to be elected a BMES 
fellow,” Saterbak, Associate Chair for Under-
graduate Affairs in the Department of Bioengi-
neering, said. “I was also a bit surprised since 
most fellows are elected due to their technical 
contributions, and I was elected for my contri-
butions to biomedical engineering education.  I 
appreciate that the society recognized the role 
of education.”

BMES is an international nonprofit profes-
sional association of approximately 4,000 bio-
medical engineers and biomedical engineer-
ing students, academics and professionals, 
according to their website. Founded in 1968, 
BMES aims to promote biomedical engineering 
knowledge to improve human health and pub-
lishes monthly and quarterly peer-reviewed sci-
entific journals, the website states.

According to the website, nominated BMES 
members undergo a selective process conducted 
by the BMES board of directors to become fellows.

“[Fellows must have] a demonstrable record 
of exceptional achievement and accomplish-
ment in a specific field of interest within bio-
medical engineering,” the website states. “The 

achievement and accomplishments can be in 
research, education, industry, public service, 
new technology or clinical practice.”

Other requirements to be a BMES fellow are 
five or more years as a BMES member and five 
or more years of active participation as a bioen-
gineer in the private or public sector, the BMES 
website states.

Saterbak said the accomplishments she 
is most proud of having made are setting up 
nationally recognized teaching laboratories 
and developing courses with significant active 
learning components, such as BIOE 252 and 
ENGI 120: Intro to Engineering Design.

“I love working at Rice,” Saterbak said. 
“Because of its size and the very high quality 
students, I have been able to implement novel 
teaching methods within engineering. There is 
a strong community of faculty and staff at Rice 
who are committed to innovation in teaching, 
and I have benefited tremendously from that 
community.”

In the ENGI 120 course developed by Sater-
bak, first-year students must utilize the engi-
neering design process to solve community 
and global problems. Students are divided into 
teams that evaluate design requirements and 
create solutions in the Oshman Engineering 
Design Kitchen, and juniors mentor students 
in design, leadership and communication, ac-
cording to the Rice website.

Brown College sophomore Brian Cera said 

he thought the ENGI 120 course was helpful in 
his education as a bioengineer.

“[The course] taught me a lot of practical 
knowledge about what being an engineer really 
was, understanding problems and designing solu-
tions to those problems,” Cera said. “It wasn’t too 
technical but it helped me understand how those 
technical skills could be put to use in practical 
applications. [Saterbak] cared about the students 
and did her best to help us in any way.”

Wiess sophomore Wei Shi said he was origi-
nally skeptical about taking the ENGI 120 class, 
but said the course was rewarding.

“Solving a problem that has no ‘correct’ an-
swer is something I hadn’t done in any of my 
other classes, so I think of her class as the first 
real problem I’d worked on,” Shi said. “I think 
of Dr. Saterbak as a strict yet humorously sar-
castic and entertaining professor. Her ENGI 120 
class taught me what being an engineer is re-
ally like, which isn’t something most freshmen 
classes can teach, so I found it very rewarding.”

Brown College senior Lemuel Soh said the se-
lection of Saterbak as a BMES fellow shows soci-
ety’s recognition of those who invest in education.

“Dr. Saterbak’s pioneering work in educa-
tion and her passion for teaching is only sur-
passed by the fact that she clothes everything 
she does with a deep, genuine care for stu-
dents,” Soh said. “Out of that deep genuine 
care, flows a work that truly benefits the next 
generation.”

Saterbak named bioengineering society fellow
Four H&D managers assigned to each 

of the residential colleges plan to walk 
through the colleges on a random and dai-
ly basis to check for violations and security 
concerns, according to McDonald.

Bennack said she was told by H&D that 
the policy is being enforced for environ-
mental and security reasons.

“I can understand it for colleges with 
rooms that open directly outside,” Ben-
nack said. “You would waste a lot of air 
conditioning that way.”

Brown College sophomore Esteban Pi-
mentel said the fines could negatively af-
fect Rice culture.

“The purpose of living in a college 
dorm is to interact with the people you live 
with,” Pimentel said. “Forcing students 
to keep their doors closed is a huge threat 
to this aspect of Rice. At Brown, having 
the doors open makes each floor feel like 
home. Anyone feels welcome to step inside 
and say, ‘Hi.’”

Jones College senior Brandon Burke 
said he found the fine excessive.

“H&D should not enforce the $100 fine,” 
Burke said. “In most cases, [it] is against 
students that were only seeking to continue 
their tradition of floor camaraderie.”

McMurtry College sophomore Trent 
Navran said he found the policy reason-
able, but he said he hopes students and 
H&D can reach a compromise on the issue.

Navran said that it is common for Mc-
Murtry students to leave the deadbolt 
sticking out so that the door cannot close. 
The deadbolt repeatedly strikes the door 
frame over time, Navran said. 

“Last year we received the reason-
able message [from H&D] that we can’t do 
anything that could damage the doors,” 
Navran said. “We understand the issue, 
[but] many have found it ridiculous that 
they cannot [easily] access their rooms and 
bathrooms, especially in suites. We can 
hopefully compromise in a way that ad-
dresses both the desires of students and 
the concerns of H&D.”

Brown College sophomore Janet 
Schwartz said she believed the policy 
needed to be changed.

“I just feel that the $100 fine for prop-
ping your room is unnecessary, espe-
cially when you’re in your room while it’s 
propped,” Schwartz said. “I know of peo-
ple who have gotten a non-consequential 
verbal warning for having weed in their 
room, which is illegal, yet a propped door 
apparently deserves a $100 dollar fine?”

After Student Association Internal Vice 
President Yoonjin Min and a group of sena-
tors met with Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson late Sept. 4, Min said that the SA 
was not ready to take a stance on the issue.

“We do not know the reasoning behind 
the new H&D enforcements,” Min, a Jones 
junior, said. “I think we are going to try 
and have a dialogue with [H&D Associate 
Vice President] Mark Ditman ... If we un-
derstood the true [concerns], we could be-
gin to work out an alternative [solution].”

Campus Housing Agree-
ment, Article 1, Section 
F – Access and Security:

“You should lock the door 
to your room at all times, 
even if you are inside or 
only leaving for a short 
time. Do not prop doors 
open; propped doors are 
a security risk. Disabling 
any security devices will 
result in fines to individ-
uals and/or Colleges.”

0DOOR FINES
 from page 1
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STUDENT ASSOCIATION MINUTES
The following were noted at the Student Association meeting on Monday, Sept. 3. 

■■■ SA External Vice President Yoonjin Min announced that Housing and Dining is calling on students to not use paper products unless needed. 
H&D will be moving to remove paper plates in favor of having students bring their own mugs and containers to the servery. 

■■■ Min, a Jones College junior, also announced the Centennial CCD Alumni tables. On Oct. 11, Rice University alumni from various and diverse 
industries will have tables set up at the Jones School of Business where students can chat with professionals. There was a discussion on how 
to organize the event to best benefit students.

■■■ SA Treasurer Hersh Agrawal announced the 2012-13 budget for the SA. The blanket tax is $9,310, 400 T-shirts were sold to raise $2,500 and 
hedgehopper revenues were $1,800. The total budget is in the range of $20,000.

■■■ Jones senator Clinton Willbanks, announced the current standings in the competition for the Centennial Cup. Lovett College is in the lead with 
10 points while Martel College and McMurtry College are tied for second with five points. The current point totals are based on a college’s 
attendance, Rice gear and tent decorations from Sammy’s Picnic on Aug. 30. A breakdown of future Centennial Cup events will be released in 
the next two weeks.  

■■■ Duncan College President Kelvin Pho, proposed that some college shirts also carry the Rice logo and ‘Rice University.’ Merchandise represen-
tatives are expected to reach a decision by next month. 

The SA will next meet on Monday,September 10 in the Farnsworth Pavilion.

 As of Aug. 24, according to a comment 
from Abou-Sayed on the Facebook event, 
1,000 people nominated James for the El-
len show using the form on the website. 

According to Ellen Degeneres’s Twit-
ter page, Ellen tweeted to James on Aug. 
30 stating, “Sending love to an amazing 
young man named James Ragan. Good luck 
with your surgery!” 

James was first diagnosed with osteo-
sarcoma at the age of 13, he said. Within 
a year of being diagnosed and undergoing 
treatment, James decided that for his 14th 
birthday he wanted to throw a toga party, 
inspired by the toga party in the classic 
college movie “Animal House.” James and 
his family turned the party into a fund-
raiser, and thus the Toga Party Fundraiser 
tradition began. 

Mecklin said she thought the turnout 
exceeded expectations.

“In lieu of gifts, everyone donated 
$50, and the turnout was just incredible,” 
Mecklin Ragan said. “I remember we said, 
‘If we could raise $20,000, that would be 
really good,’ but then we ended up raising 
$42,000.”

That toga party marked the beginning 
of James and Mecklin’s fundraising and ac-
tivist efforts for pediatric cancers and led 
them to found the Triumph Over Kid Can-
cer Foundation in 2009, they said. Since 
that initial toga party, James and Mecklin 
have planned and hosted about two fund-
raisers a year, Mecklin said. 

According to James, the fundraisers 
have expanded to include not only the sig-
nature toga party, held in Corpus Christi, 
but also a golf tournament, silent auc-
tions and major events in New Orleans. 
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center has part-
nered with the Triumph Over Kid Cancer 
Foundation so that all money raised by 
TOKC is matched dollar for dollar by M.D. 
Anderson, Mecklin said. Past recipients 
of money raised through their endeavors 
include M.D. Anderson, the Sunshine Kids 
and Driscoll Children’s Hospital in Corpus 
Christi, Mecklin said. 

Since coming to Rice, James has faced 
several recurrences of cancer as his osteo-
sarcoma metastasized or spread. Mecklin 
said that the Rice community has been 
supportive throughout the entire time she 
and James have been here. 

“Professors are always very under-
standing if we will be out for whatever rea-
son,” Mecklin said.

Most pediatric cancers only affect a lim-
ited number of people, meaning that phar-
maceutical companies could only make a 
limited amount of profit from developing 
and selling drugs to treat patients, James 
said. Because of this, research to develop 
new treatments for pediatric cancers is un-
derfunded and often forgotten, James said. 

“The treatments that I’m having are the 
same treatments used on patients 30 years 
ago,” James said. 

This, James said, is why it is so impor-
tant to get the word out about osteosar-
coma and other pediatric cancers, so that 
more effort will be put into finding cures 
and treatments. 

“My story is being told, but all my other 
friends battling cancer have passed away, so 
when I’m telling my story I’m not just rep-
resenting myself, I’m representing the thou-
sands of kids who have come before me,” 
James said. “It’s important that the work I 
do today will help the kids tomorrow. I don’t 
want to be the face of pediatric cancer, be-
cause it should be the faces of the hundreds 
of thousands of kids who died.”

0RAGAN
 from page 1

Campus construction underway to prepare for Centennial
by Nicola Park
For The Thresher

Several renovation projects are underway on 
campus in preparation for the multitude of alum-
ni, students and other visitors who will celebrate 
the Centennial on campus from Oct. 10 to 14. Vari-
ous projects include the repainting of public ar-
eas, landscaping improvements, Inner Loop curb 
repair, Rice Memorial Center bathroom renova-
tions, a touch-up on Willy’s statue, the unveiling 
of the Edgar Odell Lovett statue and chapel res-
toration, according to Susan Glenn, the manager 
of communications for Facilities Engineering and 
Planning.

Much of the construction has been spurred on 
by the Centennial’s approach, she said.

“Sunday, Oct. 7, will be the last day that we’ll 
be doing anything [for a while] because the fes-
tivities begin that weekend,” Glenn said. 

Touch-ups
Hallways, classrooms and public areas will be 

repainted, and all of the campus entrances will be 
seeing more landscaping changes involving flow-
ers and maybe more shrubs, Glenn said. 

“The main campus entrance [Entrance 1] will 
expect lots of color,” Glenn said. “Around the en-
trances, there will be extra mulch and sod where 
grass may have died.”

Renovations for the buildings and their inte-
riors are in anticipation of the various receptions 
that will go on during the Centennial weekend, 
according to Glenn. 

“Most departments and different divisions 
of the schools will be presenting and hosting 
events,” Glenn said. 

There are projects currently under progress 
outside of Sewall Hall and Anderson Hall. 

In addition, campus entrances’ light fixtures 
have been undergoing repainting since January 
and this project is nearing completion, Glenn said. 

The school has also been pressure-washing 
the building exteriors, causing areas to be roped 
off and paths to be redirected. According to 
Glenn, the Academic Quad will be re-planted and 
re-sodded just before the Centennial. 

Graduate student Bhargava Shastry said he 
felt that the construction has not been much of 
a nuisance because it has not disrupted his work 
schedule.

“The only thing that bothers me when I’m out-
side is the noise,” Shastry said.

Duncan College freshman Alex Yozzo said he 
was unfazed by the construction.

“Construction hasn’t been bothering me,” 
Yozzo said. “It’s not a big deal. The campus is al-
ready beautiful.” 

Lovett statue
An eight-foot bronze statue of Lovett, Rice’s 

first president, by sculptor Bruce Wolfe will be re-
vealed on Sept. 13, Glenn said. The bronze figure 
is an image of Lovett mid-stride in honor of his 
walk to work each day, according to Glenn. 

Shastry said he was concerned about the 
amount of area that the construction in front of 
Keck Hall in preparation for the installation of the 
statue has taken up.

However, he said he hoped that the statue 
would be a beneficial addition to the campus.

“I think the campus is really beautiful by itself 
with all the trees and all that, and I feel that as 
long as it’s not intrusive it’s fine,” he said. 

Chapel Restoration
Restoration of the chapel has been going on 

throughout the summer and is scheduled to be 
complete by Sept. 7, Glenn said.

“The chapel restoration was a terrific project 
[and was intended] to make it more of what it 
used to be,” Glenn said. “[Construction work-
ers] did major floor repairs, refinished all the 
pews and prettied up the bride’s room.”

The chapel also received a gift to reassemble 
its organ, which had previously been out of use, 
according to Glenn. 

RMC Restrooms
The undertaking of restroom renovation 

next to the Grand Hall in the Rice Memorial 
Center will mean more stalls, wider doors, and 
functioning bathrooms on either side of the 
building by Oct. 5, according to Glenn. 

Willy’s Statue
The statue of William Marshall Rice, located 

in the center of the Academic Quad, is also be-
ing cleaned from Sept. 4 to Sept. 14. 

“Students will see a green fence around the 
statue,” Glenn said. “Those looking for Willy 
may be a little disappointed.”

The fence will not get in the way of pedestri-
ans, according to Glenn. Workers plan to clean 
the statue thoroughly and wax it, she said. The 
grand pedestal that the statue of Rice sits on 
will also be cleaned, and the granite will be 
sealed, Glenn said.

“Because Willy is so tall, there will be scaf-
folding that is erected,” Glenn said. “Noth-
ing’s coming off of him. He’s just getting a 
good shine.”

Rice to train high school principals from China 
Frances Hessel
For The Thresher

Starting in Jan. 2013, groups of Chinese 
high school principals will travel to Houston 
throughout the year to participate in the Rice 
Leadership Training Program for High School 
Principals. The program became official on 
Aug. 20, 2012 with the signing of a memoran-
dum by Tomson and Melinda Cotten, director 
of Rice’s Office of Sponsored Research.

Rice University will be working in conjunc-
tion with Chongqing Normal University on 
educational personnel training and research 
collaboration. There will be up to three two-
week training sessions every year consisting 
of approximately 25 principals each. After 
touring Houston and exploring The Galle-
ria, CITYCENTRE,  Houston Museum District 
and other local attractions, the participants 
will spend a third week traveling to Los An-
geles, New York City and other American 
cities. Through this exposure, Bedient said 
they hope to provide a firsthand experience 
of American culture to the participants. The 
program will bring flood technologies to Nor-
mal, China as a second part of the exchange.  

Rice Leadership Training Program:
The Rice Leadership Training Program is 

designed to educate the principals on how to 
prepare their high school students better for 
university-level education in America. Coor-
dinating the program are Philip Bedient, a 
professor of civil engineering and director 
of Rice’s Center for Severe Storm Prediction, 

Education and Evacuation from Disasters, 
and Mason Tomson, a professor of civil and 
environmental engineering.

According to Bedient, Rice is not the first 
to create a program like this.

“A similar exchange has already been 
created between China and London, and we 
were interested in developing it between Chi-
na and America,” Bedient said.

Program participants seek to understand 
the differences between the education sys-
tem in China and in America better and hope 
to recognize and to implement the strengths 
of each, according to Bedient. With 15.4 per-
cent of Rice undergraduates being interna-
tional students, many of whom come from 
China, the program is especially relevant to 
Rice. Additionally, many Rice students are 
already cognizant of some disparities be-
tween Chinese and American education.

Brown College freshman Vincent Yang 
from Hangzhou, China, said that there is a 
difference in Chinese versus American teach-
ing styles that led him to choose an American 
university. 

“In China, in my experience, it’s more like 
the teacher tells the students what to do, and 
they receive a black or white ‘wrong’ or ‘right,’” 
he said. “The students lack critical thinking 
skills. In America, the professors suggest you 
do further research on the topic yourself.”

Hanszen College junior Artie Shen, also 
from China, said he prefers the American 
education system. 

 “High test scores of Chinese students do 
not prove anything,” Shen said. “I think the 

education here in America is better because 
it is not so test-oriented. We have free time to 
develop our hobbies and interests.” 

Frank Fu, a first-year graduate student 
from China who did his undergraduate stud-
ies at the University of Arizona, said the pro-
gram would help realistically prepare Chi-
nese high school students for the American 
education system. 

“Chinese high schools prepare you for col-
lege in China, not for America,” he said. “To 
prep for America, we worked on our SATs. This 
will get you into a good college theoretically 
but won’t actually prepare you for American 
college. Students in China should do more 
than only study, [like] more labs and more ac-
tivities, and more interaction with society.” 

Flood technology brought to Normal:
Bedient said this Chinese-American col-

laborative project will also involve introduc-
ing American flood control and prediction 
technology in Normal, China, where the uni-
versity is located.

“When the Three Gorges Dam was built, 
many people were relocated from the area to 
[Normal]” he said. “Because of this, the city has 
received extra funding to accommodate these 
folks, and part of it is being used to promote the 
educational system. This enabled their involve-
ment in the Rice Leadership Program.”

Through the China-U.S. Center for En-
vironmental Remediation and Sustainable 
Development at Rice, Chinese and American 
leaders will work to promote sustainable en-
vironmental practices in both countries.

It’s important that the 
work I do today will help 
the kids tomorrow. I don’t 
want to be the face of pe-
diatric cancer, because it 
should be the faces of the 
hundreds of thousands of 
kids who died.

James Ragan
Duncan  College sophomore
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A 2nd Cup coffee shop works against trafficking

Panel talks revitalization in the Fifth Ward
by MileS Kruppa

For The ThreSher

In an effort to educate the Rice University 
community about urban revitalization in the 
Fifth Ward neighborhood of Houston, the Rice  
Habitat hosted a panel on Tuesday including 
Houston community leaders involved in the de-
velopment of the Fifth Ward. 

The Fifth Ward neighborhood of Houston 
has drawn particular attention from Rice Uni-
versity Habitat for Humanity chapter because of 
its history and current state: More than 50 per-
cent of the residents of the Fifth Ward are under 
the poverty line and do not have high school 
degrees, according to the panelists. 

The panel, moderated by sociology profes-
sor Michael Emerson, featured Fifth Ward Com-
munity Redevelopment Corporation President 
and CEO Kathy Payton, Houston Habitat for 
Humanity Executive Director Algenita Davis, 
Houston Housing Authority President and CEO 
Tory Gunsolley, and City of Houston Housing 
and Community Development Department 
Government and Public Affairs Officer Marc 
Eichenbaum. 

Rice Habitat president Maria Nunez orga-
nized the panel as a part of Habitat for Human-
ity’s revitalization goals in the Fifth Ward, in-
cluding the dedication of the Rice Centennial 
House in two weeks. 

“The Centennial House is the biggest thing 
the club has ever done, so I wanted to teach 
the Rice community what’s going on where we 

built the house,” Nunez, 

a Sid Richardson College senior, said. “The area 
is so full of history and is only 10 minutes away 
from the Rice campus, but students don’t know 
what’s going on there.”

Payton’s group aims to redevelop the Fifth 
Ward neighborhood through special commer-
cial and residential building projects, according 
to Payton. During the discussion, Payton said 
she has future hopes for urban revitalization in 
the Fifth Ward but only if public policy on the 
subject becomes more active.

“I think urban revitalization would look 
like a very integrated, very mixed community 
where people would have the opportunity to 
live there, work there, play there and welcome 
visitors,” Payton said. “Revitalization has not 
always been something our city has focused on 
in the past 20 years or so, and I think we need 
an active and assertive public policy to revital-
ize the community.”

Davis, who grew up in the Fifth Ward and 
attended Wheatley High School, said organiza-
tions like Habitat for Humanity are important 
in the revitalization of the Fifth Ward and other 
similar neighborhoods in Houston.

“We play the role of rooftops,” Davis said. 
“We have a different type of substandard 
[house] in Houston. We are willing to make a 
commitment toward people, and no commu-
nity is sustainable without rooftops. You have 
to have the housing and residence component.”

Panelists also discussed the relative merits 
of gentrification in neighborhoods like the 
Fifth Ward. 

Gunsolley said gentrification is an inevitable 
outcome but that responsible gentrification 
needs to be encouraged.

“Gentrification will happen whether people 
want it or not,” Gunsolley said. “Largely, the 
people who make out well are original home-
owners who sell and choose to leave, and the 
early gentrifiers who move in and pay to home-
owners what seems an amazing amount, and 
the people who really lose are the low income 
renters. Gentrification is about learning how to 
welcome new neighbors and introduce them to 
the old neighbors.”

Eichenbaum added that it is sometimes diffi-
cult to attract new businesses and homeowners 
to an economically struggling neighborhood.

“Some people don’t want to be pioneers be-
cause it has [the] negative connotation of mov-
ing somewhere people don’t want to be, some-
place undesirable,” Eichenbaum said. “They 
will move into a block of all new houses, but 
not be singular. Once we start doing volume, we 
can start seeing that community change.”

Nunez said she was happy to see a collab-
orative attitude emerge from the panel.

“We all concluded that our four entities need 
to work together in urban renewal,” Nunez said. 
“We’re all in agreement about what should hap-
pen next — there needs to be support for all in-
come levels. Gentrification and people moving 
into townhomes is fine, but you need a mixed 
income balance and also a balance in diversity 
and age group.”

Emerson, who also serves as co-director 
of the Kinder Institute for Urban Research at 
Rice as well as chair of the board of directors 
for the Fifth Ward CRC, said he hoped the 
panel educated students on the efforts cur-
rently being taken in the Fifth Ward.

“It helped introduce students to the chal-
lenges of the Fifth Ward and poor neighbor-
hoods in Houston in general,” Emerson said. 
“I hope it showed that there are many com-
plexities to meet the needs of the current res-
idents of neighborhoods like the Fifth Ward.”

Emerson said the impact of the houses 
Rice Habitat for Humanity builds extends 
past their practical purposes.

“Habitat is only building one house a year 
in the Fifth Ward, but it’s really about the ex-
citement they bring with their new design,” 
Emerson said. “They help show what hous-
ing could be like there and serve as almost a 
demonstration project to the neighborhood.”

Rice Habitat for Humanity member Juan 
Hernandez said attending the meeting both 
opened his eyes to the true nature of the situ-
ation in the Fifth Ward and inspired him to 
continue his volunteer work there.

“Hearing the numbers about the Fifth 
Ward are both encouraging and discourag-
ing at the same time,” Hernandez, a Will Rice 
College junior, said. “Really, though, it’s en-
couraging because it shows clubs like Habi-
tat for Humanity how much effort they have 
to give to restore the Fifth Ward and other ar-
eas in Houston.”

molly chiu/thresher

darlena tran/thresher

mathison ingham/thresher

by Molly Chiu
Local Editor

When visiting a coffee shop, one might ex-
pect to get a latte or an espresso, but a shop in 
the Heights is offering something more — infor-
mation about human trafficking in Houston and 
how to fight it.

Located at The Vineyard Church on 11th Street 
in the Heights, A 2nd Cup is a nonprofit coffee shop 
that seeks to educate people about human traffick-
ing, to partner with anti-trafficking organizations 
and to fund after-care programs for survivors of 
human trafficking.

A 2nd Cup founder and president Erica Raggett 
said she decided to do something to fight human 
trafficking after watching a video from an anti-
trafficking group in Connecticut called Love 146.

“I saw the video and I was just blown away,” 
Raggett said. “I couldn’t believe that [human-
trafficking] was happening … I walked away from 
that, knowing that I wanted to do something 
about it.”

In February 2011 Raggett decided to merge her 
desire to fulfill the needs of other people with a 

lifetime love of coffee shops, and the idea for A 2nd 
Cup was born. By September 2011 she had assem-
bled a board of directors, and A 2nd Cup officially 
became a nonprofit in Texas, Raggett said.

According to Raggett, Houston is a major hub 
of human trafficking in the United States, partly 
due to its accessibility to international travelers.

“Because we have an international airport and 
port, and we’re right next to the Mexican border, 
people are smuggled in fairly easily,” Raggett said. 
“Since there are a lot of people being smuggled in, 
there are a lot of people who are really vulnerable.”

Raggett said Houston’s diversity also factors 
into the high rate of trafficking.

“[The diversity is] one of my favorite things 
about Houston,” Raggett said. “You walk down the 
street, and so many people are from other coun-
tries, speaking other languages. That’s fantastic, 
but it allows traffickers and their victims who are 
international to blend in. In other places, they 
might stand out, and people might say, ‘They’re 
not from around here, I wonder what’s going on.’”

Lastly, Raggett said Interstate 10, a major thor-
oughfare for traffickers, contributes significantly 
to the amount of trafficking.

“Traffickers will often move their victims 
to keep from being caught and to keep victims 
from knowing their surroundings,” Raggett said. 
“They use I-10, which runs right through the cen-
ter of our city.”

Despite Houston’s inherent challenges to the 
fight against human trafficking, Raggett said the 
city is making an effort to prevent it.

“We have really great laws in place,” Raggett 
said. “We have politicians who are interested in 
doing things about it. I think we’re moving in the 
right direction, but it’s been a hidden thing for so 
long that it’s grown under our noses.”

Sid Richardson College sophomore Gretchen 
Oertli said she was unaware of Houston’s human 
trafficking problem.

“I had no clue that Houston is a hub for human 
trafficking, but maybe that has something to say 
for the need for a place like this,” Oertli said.

A 2nd Cup aims to make sure that Houston’s 
human trafficking does not remain unnoticed by 
providing customers the means and the place to 
learn about human trafficking. A 2nd Cup will 
help people get active in the fight against human 
trafficking by providing information about volun-
teer opportunities with anti-trafficking organiza-
tions, according to Raggett.

“I find that one of the first things that peo-
ple ask when they learn about trafficking is 
‘What can I do to help?’” Raggett said. “We 
want to help make that transition from inter-
ested person to active person easy.”

In the future, A 2nd Cup plans to start funding 
after-care for survivors of human trafficking, ac-
cording to Raggett.

“When survivors come out of trafficking, 
they have tons of needs,” Raggett said. “They 
need education, counseling, mentoring, re-
sume-writing help and [assistance in] learn-
ing how to take the GED. We want to be able to 
offer some of [these services] in-house.”

Raggett said providing after-care ser-
vices like professional training work-
shops and group counseling is something 

she is excited to be doing at A 2nd Cup because she 
wants to prevent victims from re-entering the en-
slavement of human trafficking.

“The rate that survivors are lured back into a 
trafficking situation is astounding, like 96 per-
cent,” Raggett said. “They don’t have all the things 
set up for them to protect them from being lured 
back in, so we want to help provide those things to 
help those numbers go down.”

Oertli said she thinks A 2nd Cup is a noble idea, 
but said she questions its effectiveness as a fund-
raising nonprofit.

“On this small scale, they may never be able to 
raise enough money to make a difference, but they 
have the potential to make the community aware 
of the problem,” Oertli said. “I think that the idea 
of this coffeehouse is sustainable because people 
like the idea of helping others, especially by doing 
something they already do every day — buy coffee.”

Currently, A 2nd Cup is only open on Tuesdays 
from 4-10 p.m. and Sundays from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at its temporary home in The Vineyard Church, 
but Raggett said the board of directors is looking 
to find a permanent space so that the shop can be 
open full time within the next year.

For more information on A 2nd Cup and hu-
man trafficking, visit www.a2ndcup.com or 

www.facebook.com/a2ndcup.
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by Reed Thornburg
FeatureS Editor

When campus files into Sid Richardson 
College this Saturday for its annual ‘80s Party, 
students will wait impatiently for their escort 
along the xylem and phloem that is Sid’s 
elevator. On this night, few students will venture 
down to roots below ground where one of Rice’s 
lesser-known student businesses resides. This 
“underground” student business is Rice’s only 
on-campus bicycle repair shop. Very recently 
founded, the shop first became operational in 
the spring of 2011.

“Back when I was a freshman, there was a 
program called ‘The Color Cycle,’ where they 
took the old, abandoned bikes from RUPD 
and spray-painted them and put them around 
campus in a rainbow array,” Sid Rich senior 
Michael Fuad said. “A few of us ended up taking 
a few of those bikes and repaired them and 
starting using them. That’s where the idea [for 
the shop] started.”

Since that time in early 2009, the idea of 
opening a fully functional bicycle service and 
repair shop slowly became a reality for Fuad.

“We began applying for grants my sophomore 
year, and through Envision and Wiess’ Bill Wilson, 
we were able to officially open for Beer Bike in 
2011,” Fuad said.

Last year marked the shop’s first complete 
year as a business, but it has already become 
financially self-sustaining. At first, Fuad and 
fellow Sid Rich senior Ben Stark-Sachs donated 
their labor to get the business started, but they 
have since developed a business model that both 
pays the employees and keeps their small shop 
impressively stocked with parts and repair tools.

With the help of Hanszen College junior 
Shepherd “Shep” Patterson and Duncan 
College sophomore Fernando Ramirez, the 
shop has been working to standardize hours 
of operation for the semester. While the shop 
is open every weekend afternoon from 12-5 
p.m., during all other times of the week, the 
employees recommend making an appointment 
by emailing ricebikeshop@gmail.com. Even 
though the hours appear limited, the shop is 
usually very accommodating in scheduling 
appointments during the week.

In addition to standard servicing and 
repairs, the shop also sells bike locks, helmets,             

lights, tubes and saddles at some of the most 
affordable prices in Houston.

“We are set up with a bike supplier, like any 
shop would use, and we order all of our parts 
through them,” Patterson said. “We pay wholesale 
prices and have an incredibly small markup.”

With little overhead, the Rice Bike Shop is able 
to pass on their wholesale savings to Rice students. 
For this exact reason, it also does not currently 
have plans to move out of its location in Sid’s 
basement, a space that became available when 
Sid Rich permanently moved its weight room 
after the Barbara and David Gibbs Recreation and 
Wellness Center remodel.

“It’s adequate,” Fuad said. “It helps keep our 
prices low and keeps our stuff secure.”

Even in this small space, the Rice Bike Shop 
community is excited for its second full year in 
business and has some big ideas for the coming 
years. It plans to accept credit cards soon, and 
eventually, it wants to offer mobile tire fixes and 
various repair workshops inside the shop.

“Ben [Stark-Sachs] and I have even been 
talking about creating a college course,” Patterson 

said. “The ‘final’ would be a complete bicycle 
reassembly.”

So far, this semester has been the shop’s 
busiest yet. The staff has been working repairs 
almost continuously since school began three 
weeks ago and is just now starting to settle back 
down into a more normal routine. This routine 
includes taking unclaimed and abandoned 
bicycles that RUPD collects around campus and 
returning them to proper working order. These 
restored bicycles are then sold back to community. 
Right now, demand for these refurbished bicycles 
is extremely high, and the shop has been forced 
implement a waitlist. These bicycles typically cost 
around $60.

Fall semester at the shop sees mostly back-
to-school repairs and basic maintenance on 
standard bikes, but during the spring, the shop 
takes a decisive turn toward performance.

“We work on Beer Bike bicycles,” Fuad said. 
“Those are obviously really high-quality, top-of-
the-line bikes.”

While the shop mostly caters to the 
undergraduate population at Rice, it still offers its 
services to graduate students, faculty members, 
and Housing and Dining staff.

“We even had a student from the University 
of Houston who was taking a class here bring his 
bike by the shop,” Patterson said.

Even though the Rice Bike Shop has not yet 
achieved the status of other student businesses, 
it plans to continue along its current path of slow 
and steady growth. It simply refuses to sacrifice on 
affordability and quality for the sake of expansion, 
and the management is comfortable with the 

shop’s current steady revenue streams for 
the foreseeable future. The Rice Bike 

Shop is an excellent example of 
how entrepreneurial motivation 

can turn a good idea into an 
actuality.

Campus bike shop business growing

Rice bike shop labor price sheet
FRAME & ALIGNMENT:
Align derailleur hanger  $3
Basic clean   $4 + $1 for degreaser/polish
Major clean   $15 + $5 for degreaser/polish

HANDLEBARS:
Install grips   $3
Install handlebars   $5
Wrap handlebars   $8

BRAKES:
Adjust brake   $5
Install brake or lever  $12
Install brake cable   $8 + $2 for cable & $2.50 for housing

STEM:
Install thread-less stem  $4
Install quill stem   $5

HEADSET:
Adjust bearings   $5
Bearing overhaul: threaded  $12 + $2 for bearings + $1 for grease

WHEELS:
Adjust bearings   $5
True    $10+\+ $1 if Tri-Flow needed
Bearing overhaul   $12+ $2 for bearings + $1 for grease
Install wheel   $8

TIRES & TUBES:
Replace tire   $4
Replace tube   $4+ $5 for tube

BOTTOM BRACKET:
Adjust bearings   $5
Install cartridge BB   $8
Install cup & spindle BB  $9+ $1 for grease
Overhaul cup & spindle BB  $12 + $2 for bearings + $1 for grease
Install one-piece BB  $9+ $1 for grease
Overhaul one-piece BB  $11+ $3 for bearings + $1 for grease

DRIVE-TRAIN:
Lube chain   $1 + $1 for degreaser & lube
Clean gears   $3 + $1 for degreaser/CLR/lube
Replace pedals   $3
Replace chain   $4
Install freewheel   $4
Replace crankset   $5
Install cassette   $5

SHIFTERS & DERAILLEURS:
Adjust derailleur   $5
Install shift Cable   $8+ $2 for cable + $3 for housing
Install derailleur   $10
Install shifter   $12

SADDLE & SEATPOST:
Install seatpost   $2
Install saddle   $4

FEATURES

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ELENA LACEY
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“Only losing two seniors from 
the previous season, coupled 
with Sid’s philosophy of allow-
ing every girl to receive ample 
playing time, will undoubtedly 
allow SRC to have the most 
experienced squad on the field 
this year. After last year’s semi-
final exit, the Sid Girls look to 
take back their title of peren-
nial champions.”

“I have a lot of faith in our 
quarterback, Beth Herlin, who 
was quarterback last year and 
is coming back this year. I 
think she’s probably the best 
quarterback in powderpuff 
still. But overall I think it’s a 
big contribution from everyone 
led by the quarterback.”

“I would like to make a play-
off. Honestly I would really 
like to get in the playoffs. 
That would be my hope. But I 
think I’m kind of taking it one 
week at a time just trying to 
win one game at a time and 
go from there.”

“It’s really going to depend on 
how all our new players adjust 
and learn the plays. I think our 
entire defense [are star players]. 
At the end of the year it was one 
of the better defenses. We held 
Sid, a better offense in the league, 
to one play. Same with Hanszen, 
a better offense as well. ”

“I think we have a lot of tal-
ented players. We have a lot of 
girls that can catch and can run 
and that are picking up flagging 
really well. I think this is the 
strongest incoming class we’ve 
had since I’ve been here.”

“I like where our team is 
headed. I want to bounce 
back from last year’s strug-
gles. A lot of our new fresh-
men are very promising, and 
I think we’ll do a lot better 
this year.”

“We have a lot of depth and a 
lot of good players. We have 
players that fit every position, 
so overall the team works 
really well.”

“The freshmen are very 
athletic. A couple have done 
powderpuff before, and a lot 
of girls are really enthusias-
tic about it. Half the team is 
freshmen and sophomores, 
so we’re a really young team. 
I’m excited and I think we’re 
going to do really well.”

“Even with the hardest 
strength-of-schedule in the 
league, if we execute, I think 
we have a great chance at a 
championship.” 

“We have a very deep receiv-
ing corps. I’ll leave it at that.”  

“There’s some good talent. 
It’s still pretty raw, but they 
have good overall potential 
as a group.” 

“We want to build on our 
success from last year, and 
we should have everyone 
coming back healthy. We’ll 
have a punishing defense 
and tough offense. We expect 
to make the playoffs and win 
the championship because 
we play the toughest and we 
work the hardest.”

“Returning starting quar-
terback Kristine Karvonen 
led the team in all-purpose 
yards, rushing yards and 
passing last year. This will 
be her senior year, and she’s 
looking to keep that domi-
nance going and to get that 
ring.”

“They’re definitely play-
ing a big role, especially on 
defense where we had a few 
starters graduate. We’ll look 
to have them fill some key 
gaps and they’ll definitely 
be seeing some good playing 
time.”

“A lot of teams think we’re 
going to disappear because 
we lost a bunch of people 
last year. It would be nice to 
stay undefeated. We want to 
surprise people.”  

“We have some people who 
could start right away, definite-
ly. We’re really excited about 
getting on the field this year. 
We’ll be good for next year if 
we get another quarterback 
after Beth. We have some tal-
ent that will be around for a 
while and become household 
names.”

“We are a team effort. We have 
a bunch of good players. No 
one is trying to stand out or 
be a ball hog. It’s where our 
success comes from: Oppo-
nents can’t focus on just one 
person.”

“We have outstanding fresh-
men. A couple of new girls are 
the fastest on the team. We 
only lost two seniors last year 
and gained 10 freshmen, so we 
have a lot more depth on the 
team now!”
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“Katie Doody and Izzy Span-
swick on defensive line/line-
backer and Ginny Johnson on 
offensive line.”

“I expect McMurtry to be ab-
solutely great. We’ve got a lot 
of raw, new talent as well as a 
lot of returning talent.”

“There are quite a few [star play-
ers.] Too many to count, actu-
ally.”

“Freshmen will have a huge 
impact. I think we have 
the greatest number of 
freshmen compared to the 
other classes. They’re a really 
talented group, and they 
pick up things really quickly. 
They’ll definitely be a major 
part of the team. ”

“My coaching staff and I are 
expecting to win!” 

“The team is overall really 
good. I don’t want to point 
anyone out.”

“The freshmen love it. 
They’re giving us a lot of 
depth. They’re learning 
the plays and defense 
quickly. They’re playing 
football. They’re giving the 
upperclassmen someone 
to compete against.”

“I fully expect our team, con-
sisting heavily of returning 
starters on both sides of the 
ball, to start right where we 
left off last season and finish 
the season at the champion-
ship game.”

“Jackie Ammons comes 
back this year as the do-it-all 
player.  Offense, defense, 
receiving, running, throwing, 
covering and jukes that break 
ankles.  As an experienced 
starter, I expect Ammons to 
lead the league in all-purpose 
yards.”

“Last year the team was 
primarily freshmen, and 
we had a bit of a rough 
start; however, Brown 
found its stride at the end 
of the season, winning 
three of its last four games.  
This year we have just 
picked up right where we 
left off.” 

“I think we could make 
playoffs. Duncan was a 
young team last year, and we 
only lost about two people, 
so hopefully we can make 
playoffs again.”

“We have a lot of really good 
players, and we’ll rely on 
team mentality to bring us 
through.”

“They won’t really know 
their abilities until game 
day, but from practices 
they are one of the better 
classes I’ve seen from 
my three years. They can 
definitely help us out this 
year, and we have quite a 
few freshman starters.”

“After reaching semifinals/
playoffs last year, we’re going 
to win the championship and 
bring it back to Martel. It’s 
going to be hard replacing 
the seniors we lost, as they 
were key contributors to our 
success last year. Our current 
focus is trying to find new 
players while having current 
players step up.”

“We have a bunch of new 
players coming in who will 
contribute immediately, 
and some of them don’t 
know the game really well, 
but hopefully as the season 
progresses, they will help 
contribute a lot to the suc-
cess of our team.”

“The GSA powderpuff team 
certainly has an exciting 
year ahead.  For the past two 
years we have fought our way 
to the championship game, 
both years against Lovett, 
and the record stands 1-1.  
Every team brings a new set 
of challenges.”

“Key returning offensive play-
ers include wide receiver Jami 
Tullius, slot receiver Anne Hel-
lebust and quarterback Stacy 
Prukop.  Defensive players to 
look out for include Melissa 
Gallagher, Taylor Martin and 
Emily McCarthy.” 

“Of course, all our girls 
play offensive and defense 
so we will be ready on 
both sides of the ball!”



Clara Navarro
For The Thresher

James Turrell’s “Twilight Epiphany” Sky-
space blends arts and leisure flawlessly. The 
Skyspace, also referred to as the Suzanne 
Deal Booth Centennial Pavilion after the pa-
tron and principal benefactor, is a place to re-
lax, reflect and appreciate the juxtaposition 
of nature and man-made aesthetics. Since 
its opening in June, the Skyspace has drawn 

curious visitors from not only Rice but all  
over Houston. 

“I have seen a couple other works by Tur-
rell, but this is by far his most involved piece 
yet,” local artist Sandra Bissex said. 

Standing in front of the Shepherd School 
of Music, the grass-covered, pyramid-shaped 
Skyspace has a bold visual presence, but is a 
puzzling functional installation. The two story 
interior is a combination of concrete, stone 
and composite steel and holds 120 people. 

The Skyspace is acoustically engineered for 
musical performances. The plaster walls al-
low the permeation of sound since speakers 
are hidden below the surface. The building 
also contains a laboratory for Shepherd music 
students to compose, practice and perform in. 

The central attraction of the Skyspace oc-
curs only at sunrise and sunset: the light 
show. LED lights shine onto the ceiling and 
through the 72-square-foot opening in the 
roof. The lights change color to compliment 
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9/11
Join the Shepherd School 
of Music: The Rice Chorale 
on Sept. 11 as it commemo-
rates the anniversary of 9/11. 
The Rice Chorale will of-
fer two free “In Memoriam” 
concerts featuring compo-
sitions by Maurice Durufle. 
The first concert is from 12 to  
1:30 p.m. and the second from 
8 to 9:30 p.m. 

Shepherd School of Music
6100 South Main Street

music.rice.edu

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

CATWALK
Feeling ritzy? Head to the free 
Trends & Friends Night fashion 
show at the ice skating center 
in The Galleria tonight from  
5 to 8 p.m. The event will fea-
ture lite bites and drinks, first 
come, first served seating, and 
of course, a catwalk with mod-
els donning the latest clothing 
trends.

The Galleria
5015 Westheimer Road

www.simon.com

CHOCOLATE
Kill two birds with one choco-
late truffle! On Sept. 12, The 
Chocolate Bar in the Rice 
Village will host a Fair Trade 
Chocolate Tasting event from  
5 to 10 p.m. Not only will all 
the chocolate be fair trade, 
but 20 percent of the pro-
ceeds will also go toward the 
Houston Rescue and Restore 
Coalition, which helps fight  
human trafficking.

The Chocolate Bar
2521 University Boulevard
theoriginalchocolatebar.com

PENTATONIX
With almost eight million views 
on the YouTube video of their 
Gotye cover, Pentatonix is 
making a splash on the music 
scene with its a cappella rendi-
tions. The Texas natives are in 
town tomorrow at the House of 
Blues to show off the harmo-
nies that won the band the title 
in NBC’s “The Sing-Off.” Open 
to all ages, the show begins at  
 7 p.m. Tickets are $20 at the door.

House of Blues
1204 Caroline Street

www.houseofblues.com

Nourish without guilt at Green Seed Vegan
Johanna Ohm

Thresher Editorial Staff

Vegan is in vogue and Green Seed Vegan is 
a new, hip hangout for the foodie looking for 
fresh, raw and different vegan spins on old-
school classics.  

The menu in-
cludes clever names 
and health-conscien-
tious options with an 
emphasis on gluten-
free, raw and dairy-
free ingredients. 

Tucked away in 
the Third Ward on 
the corner of Alm-
eda and Wheeler 
streets, Green Seed 
Vegan attracts all 
types: athletes com-
ing from across the 
street at Peggy Park, 
after-school children 
coming for a healthy 
snack, people vouch-
ing to start healthier 
lifestyles and veg-
etarians looking for 
cheaper alternatives 
to Ruggles Green and 
Whole Foods. The 
restaurant has a cafe-style vibe: Customers 
order at the high-stooled counter and can seat 
themselves either outdoors or indoors at tables 
that fit the overall “green” theme with their 
grass centerpieces. 

Compared to vegan options at 
other Houston restaurants and spe-
cialty grocery stores, Green Seed 

is affordable. Sandwiches and paninis are 
priced between $6 for the “pb&p” which is 
layered with caramelized plantains, spinach 
and nut butter, and $7 for others, such as the 
“zen” which boasts lemongrass garbanzo tem-
peh with arugula, carrots, cilantro, jalapeno 

and lemongrass aioli. 
Collard or brown rice 
wraps can be substi-
tuted for seed bread 
and sides can be added 
for an extra $1-2 for 
those craving cauli-
flower nuggets or kale 
chips (dehydrated, not 
fried). Other highlights 
on the menu include 
the “rawritto” which 
is wildly different from 
a classic burrito with 
its seasoned coconut 
meat, zucchini bacon 
and sunflower sprouts. 
The menu sounds in-
timidating and almost 
too healthy for those 
who do not wear Teva 
sandals or hair ban-
danas, but the options 
are equally exciting 
and flavorful for those 
with palates more ac-

customed to meat and potatoes. The dessert 
menu has ice cream, cheesecake and other 
classic sweets, though maybe not in the exact 
way mom used to prepare them. The cheese-

Green Seed Vegan serves up cuisine that is lacking in animal products but not in taste.

Green Seed Vegan

A
Location: 4320 Almeda Road
Phone Number: 713-487-8346
Price Range: $$
Recommended menu items: 
pb&p, zen
The rundown: Green Seed Vegan creates 
vegan options with pizzazz. Whether you 
are a carnivore looking to change up your 
Saturday burger routine or an ardent animal 
lover, Green Seed Vegan offers unusual and 
healthy dishes at affordable prices.

cake of the day last Tuesday was Raw Black-
berry Basil and the soft-serve ice cream options 
were Cacao+Vanilla and Persimmon Mintade.

The waitstaff at Green Seed are knowledge-
able about the ingredients used and are good 
at recommending options for those of us in-
timidated by a plethora of choices. Local in-
gredients abound, there are more elixer and            
juice choices 

than one can find at Central Market and it all 
comes at very reasonable prices. Make a visit to 
try maca root in your smoothie or to see what 
a burger named “fungus amongus” would 
taste like. Bring both your vegan and carnivo-
rous friends and discover the fun and eclectic 
atmosphere of this new restaurant just north  
of campus.
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Skyspace shifts color perceptions
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the shifting hues of the sky at both sunrise and 
sunset. The LED lights are planned in such a 
sequence that though the sky outside may be 
one color, the view of it from inside the Sky-
space is completely different. Viewers sitting 
on the tilted concrete benches watch as the 
sky gradually transitions from baby blue to 
slate gray to pitch black. The light sequence 
lasts for about 40 minutes and guests are free 
to come and go as they please. It is a distinct 
show – something viewers have most likely 
never seen before. The whole experience is 
tranquil and conducive to reflective thought. 

Through the Skyspace show, visitors are 
able to sit back and appreciate the beauty 
of strictly the sky, devoid of the shadows of 
buildings or the silhouettes of tree branches.

 “I had never seen the sky from that per-
spective before,” Lovett College freshman  
Tyler Taldone said. 

The best seat in the house is in fact not a 
seat, but the floor directly below the open roof. 
I laid down on the floor to watch the sky turn 
dark, accented by the LED lights in my periph-
ery. Just like Claude Monet’s “Haystacks,” each 
light show is a distinct work of art, dependent 
on time and space. The sunrise show lets view-
ers see the sky coming into light (and is sig-
nificantly less crowded) while the sunset show 
displays the retreat of the sun. Public musical 
performances, listed on the website at rice.sky-
space.edu, are scheduled throughout the year, 
and the Skyspace is available to be rented out 
for private parties and events. There will also 
be several events held in the space during the 
Centennial Celebration. 

“We want students to come and appreci-
ate the gift that this piece of art is,” Skyspace 
manager Emily Stein said.
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Roa sted:Common Coffee Myths Debunked
As hard-working college students, we all appreciate the stimulating effects of coffee and other caffeinated drinks. Yet how much do we really know about these bev-

erages on which we so mindlessly rely? Here are a few dispelled myths and confirmed facts about coffee that you should know in order to stay as caffeinated as ever.

Amanda Gutierrez
Myth. Espresso has more 
caffeine than a cup of regular 
drip coffee.

An 8-ounce cup of drip coffee has about 
100 milligrams of caffeine, while one shot 
of espresso has only 65 milligrams Espresso 
is brewed for a much shorter time than drip 
coffee: 20 to 30 seconds as opposed to four 
to six minutes. This means that less caffeine 
is extracted from the beans during 
espresso brewing compared to 
drip coffee.

Myth. Tea has the same 
amount of caffeine as coffee.

Coffee contains more than twice 
as much caffeine as tea. Here is the 
breakdown:
•	 8-ounce cup coffee: 100 mil-

ligrams of caffeine
•	 8-ounce cup black tea: 40 mil-

ligrams of caffeine
•	 8-ounce cup green tea: 20 mil-

ligrams of caffeine
•	 Red Bull: 80 milligrams caffeine
•	 5-Hour Energy: 200 milligrams caffeine

Myth. Darker cof-
fee roasts contain 
more caffeine than 
lighter roasts.

Darker roasts have less caffeine 
content than lighter roasts because the 
beans are roasted longer. The heat from 
roasting process destroys the caffeine con-
tained in the acidic oils of the beans.

Myth. Espresso is a special 
type of coffee bean.

Espresso is a method, not a bean or a 
type of roast. In fact, espresso beans are 

t h e same beans used to make 
drip coffee. The difference 
is in the brewing method: 
Coffee beans are ground 

extra-fine and brewed 
under high pressure 
for about 20 to 30 sec-
onds. Any coffee bean 
can be used to make 

espresso.

Myth. Coffee dehy-
drates.
Caffeine is a mild diuretic 

in moderation, but if you drink 
more than a moderate amount 
(more than 600 milligrams a 
day), you will be urinating much 
more than usual and this can 
eventually lead to dehydra-
tion. This is easily rem-
edied by balancing out the 
fluids lost by drinking more 
water throughout the day.

Fact. Coffee is good 
before working out.

Coffee is a stimulant, 
which can give you that edge dur-

ing your workout. A cup of coffee 
has been shown to enhance ath-
letic performance in those who ex-
ercise frequently. Drink a cup an 

hour or so before exercising in 
order to get the full effects of the 

energy boost.

Myth. It is okay to store cof-
fee in the refrigerator.

Storing coffee in the re-
frigerator actually exposes 
the beans to moisture and 
unwanted food odors. Since 

coffee beans are porous, they 
take up these odors and lose 

their flavor, becoming stale. The best 
place to store coffee is at room 
temperature in an airtight con-
tainer.

Fact. Coffee will help pre-
vent memory loss.

In 2005, researchers in Austria 
showed that caffeine helps 
temporarily improve focus and 

memory. In a more recent study, 
researchers found that women who 

drank three or more cups of coffee a day 
had 33 percent less of a decline in memory than 
those who drank only a cup or less. However, 
the researchers did not find such a correlation 
for the men in the study. Ladies, drink up.

Fact: It is pronounced            
“ES-pres-so” not “EX-pres-so.”

Fact. Coffee is a diuretic.
Coffee is a mild diuretic because 

of the stimulating effect of 
caffeine. In moderation, the 
diuretic effects are barely 
noticeably. Be careful when 
drinking caffeine in large 
amounts though, or you will be visiting the re-
stroom more frequently than usual.

Fact. Bottled water is best for 
brewing coffee.

Tap water contains chlorine that can 
noticeably tamper with the taste of even 
the best coffee. The quality of drip coffee 
depends much on the kind of water used. 
Bottled water is recommended to keep cof-
fee tasting fresh and crisp.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ELENA LACAEY
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Cathy Hu
For The Thresher

“Opa!” The jubilant cry of the Houston Inter-
national Folk Dancers resonates across the court-
room turned dance floor of Oddfellows Hall every 
Monday night. Here, a group of Houston’s dance 
enthusiasts gather to share in the magic of ethnic 
folk dancing. 

A recreational and performance group found-
ed in 1947, HIFD currently has about 85 active 
members and a repertoire of over 300 dances 
from 39 countries. More a welcoming club than 
an exclusive collection of dance gurus, HIFD is 
open to anyone who has an interest in folk dance 
or simply a desire to try something new. 

I had the pleasure of joining this lively group 
of individuals at their 
weekly Introductory 
Folk Dancing Ses-
sion. Along with 20 or 
so unsuspecting and 
open-minded Rice 
University students, 
I was led up several 
flights of musty stairs 
to an antiquated 
courtroom. There, 
we found ourselves 
transported to a land 
of unprecedented 
hipsterdom. A man in 
his late 60s, clad in a 
cleverly crafted ban-
dana headband and 
suede moccasins you 
could not find in the 
most obscure thrift 
store, welcomed us 
to the land of dance. 
Slowly, people of all walks of life collected in the 
room. From the 5-foot-tall 80-year-old firecracker 
to the middle-aged Rice alum, all of the regu-
lars were exhilarated to see new faces and eager 
learners. 

A vintage stereo system attached to a not-so-
vintage iPod filled the room with the sounds and 
spirits of Eastern and Western Europe, the Mid-

dle East, the Mediterranean and the Americas. 
On the blackboard at the back of the room was a 
list of the 25 dances we were to master by the end 
of the night. They ranged from basic ballroom 
dancing to the renowned folk dance of Serbia, 
the Kolo. We stood in an amoebic circle and held 
hands, preschool style, as we awaited further in-
struction from the bandana man. 

As fiddles and tambourines lit up the room 
with the vivacity of a different world, we were giv-
en instructions on how to shuffle, step, spin, clap 
and snap in the style of the natives. Of course, 
as stereotypical Rice students, we started out in 
notorious awkwardness: sweaty palms, nervous 
laughs and tripping over our own feet as well 
as each others’. However, as the music began to 
pump louder through the hall, the spirit of dance 

began to flow deeper 
through our veins. The 
room filled with joyful 
laughter, lively feet, 
sparkling energy and 
the increasingly fre-
quent “opa!” 

“It was a boister-
ously entertaining con-
glomeration of Eastern 
European auditory and 
tactile delight,” Brown 
College freshman Greg 
Kinman said. 

Friendships were 
formed and bonds 
were created among 
not only the students 
themselves but also 
with the folk dance 
regulars. Young or old, 
awkward or agile, be-
ginner or professional, 

we were all united in song and dance. 
“It is a hidden gem in not only the Houston 

community but the entire nation,” Martel College 
freshman David Lam said. 

It was an experience that cannot be matched 
by any other, and I suggest that anyone with a 
free spirit and open mind take a step out of his or 
her comfort zone and onto the dance floor. 

Embrace your inner folk dancerThis Week in Entertainment
 

This week’s only major wide-release 
feature stars Bradley Cooper as Rory 
Janson, an aspiring author who finds 
an old manuscript and decides to claim 
the work as his own. The book brings 
him great acclaim, until the real author 
appears (Jeremy Irons, “Margin Call”), 
and Janson discovers the fallout result-
ing from stealing another person’s work. 
The movie, which premiered at the Sun-
dance Film Festival, was acquired by 
CBS Films for distribution. The film also 
stars Dennis Quaid and Olivia Wilde.  

 For a special one-week only, limited engage-
ment to promote its Blu-Ray release, Steven 
Spielberg and George Lucas’s classic caper 
returns to theaters with enhanced audio 
and restored picture. The story of Indiana 
Jones (Harrison Ford, “Cowboys & Aliens”) 
and his quest to find the Ark of the Covenant 
have never looked or sounded better. The 
film is being displayed in IMAX theatres, a 
first for the classic franchise. The film also 
stars Karen Allen (“Animal House”) and 
John Rhys-Davies (“The Lord of the Rings”). 

Introductory Folk Dancing

A-
Location: 115 E. 14th Street in the Heights
Website: www.folkdancers.org
Times: Mondays, 7:30 - 10 p.m.
The rundown: Houston International Folk 
Dancers offers introductoy folk dancing 
sessions every Monday for a $3 donation. 
Visitors are welcome, even if they have 
neither dance skills nor a partner.  
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The Words Raiders of the Lost Ark: 
The IMAX Experience

The first studio album for the band since 2009’s 
Grammy nominated Big Whiskey and the 
GrooGrux King also marks a reunion between 
the band and producer Steve Lillywhite, who 
last worked with the group on 1998’s “Before 
These Crowded Streets.” The album, often seis-
mic and ambitious, also contains previously 
released singles such as “Mercy,” “The Riff” 
and “Gaucho,” which have received a welcome 
reception during the band’s summer tour. 

Dylan’s astonishing 35th studio album 
has been said to be notably darker than 
his previous efforts.  The title track fea-
tures the tragedy of the RMS Titanic, 
clocking in at nearly 14 minutes. Dylan 
remains a heartfelt wordsmith, show-
ing a tribute to his 1960s contempo-
rary John Lennon in the song “Roll On, 
John.” Early critical reception has been 
very strong, making this CD a contender 
for the Album of the Year Grammy.

Album
s

Away From The World 
Dave Matthews Band

This Week in Entertainment is a column 
written by Duncan College sophomore Louis 
Lesser highlighting the most recent movie, al-
bum and DVD releases.

This film, while it had a successful 
theatrical release, became more known 
this summer for its tabloid-bait affair be-
tween star Kristen Stewart (Bella Swan, 
“Twilight”) and first-time director Rupert 
Sanders than for its artistic merit or qual-
ity. The movie tells the timeless fairy tale 
of Snow White in a darker-than-traditional 
setting. The DVD includes Bonus Features 
such as behind-the-scenes footage, audio 
commentary and an exclusive extended 
edition of the film. Blu-Ray features an 
additional 360 degree virtual tour of the 
film’s set. Available on DVD and Blu-ray.

Adapted from the best-selling self-help 
book of the same title, this star-studded ro-
mantic comedy received poor reviews and 
got lost in the midst of the crowded summer 
movie season. The movie follows five couples 
as they deal with the highs and lows of preg-
nancy. Unfortunately, many of the comedic 
scenes feel predictable and fall flat. Available 
on DVD and Blu-ray.

For a special one-week only, limited engage-
ment to promote its Blu-Ray release, Steven 
Spielberg and George Lucas’s classic caper 
returns to theaters with enhanced audio 
and restored picture. The story of Indiana 
Jones (Harrison Ford, “Cowboys & Aliens”) 
and his quest to find the Ark of the Covenant 
have never looked or sounded better. The 
film is being displayed in IMAX theatres, a 
first for the classic franchise. The film also 
stars Karen Allen (“Animal House”) and 
John Rhys-Davies (“The Lord of the Rings”). 

DDTempestDD 
Bob Dylan

Snow White and 
the Huntsman

What to Expect When 
You’re Expecting
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Christopher Pettijohn
Thresher Staff

After numerous pushbacks and delays, Lil 
Wayne’s new mixtape, Dedication 4, dropped 
this week, marking another turn for the 
worse in Lil Wayne’s declining career. 

When Wayne releases a mixtape, it is usu-
ally met with fanfare, from the most critical 
to the lay listener. However, ever since Dedi-
cation 2, Wayne seems to have lost his knack 
for punch lines and witty verses. 

In hindsight, No Ceilings seems to be the 
pinnacle of his mix tape oeuvre. Dedication 
4 continues the trend 
of Tunechi’s gradu-
ally deteriorating ca-
reer. 

On past mixtapes, 
Wayne has shown 
a propensity for be-
ing able to dominate 
any beat he hops 
on, but listeners will 
certainly be left dis-
appointed by this 
one. More often than 
not, his raps sound 
drowned out by some 
of the beats and 
his confident flow  
is gone. 

“Usually, I kill all 
the hot songs that’s 
(sic) out,” Wayne told 
themixtapedaily.com.

The  command 
of old is lost. “Same 
Damn Tune” is one of 
the hardest beats to 
come out in a while, and Wayne seems like 
he has to live up to it rather than dominate 
it. “No Worries” is another example of Wayne 
falling short of old glory. One of the worst 
verses from this song is, “It’s OK if you’re 
turnt up, just don’t turn off my light-years.” 
This verse does not make any sense and it is 
obvious that he used light-years just to make 

Reconsider retiring, Weezy

Dedication 4

B-
Artist: Lil Wayne
Label: Cash Money/Universal 
Motown
Released: Sept. 3
Recommended tracks: “Burn,” 
“Green Ranger”
The rundown: Featuring bogus 
lyrics and a teenage rapper, Weezy 
seems to have lost his touch on 
Dedication 4.

the Rice Thresher

the rhyme work, which is disappointing for a 
rapper of his caliber. 

Overall, his flow seems lost and the 
song is only enjoyable because the pro-
duction stands out to the listener more 
than Wayne’s weak rhymes and random 
guttural noises.  At other times, such 
as in “Burn,” the old Wayne reemerges, 
with sharp rhymes and controlled, yet  
confident flows.

Wayne is seemingly looking for shock value 
to get people excited about this mixtape. On 
the “Get Smoked” track, he features 13-year-
old Chicago rapper Lil Mouse, who freely raps 

about guns, women 
(in a derogatory man-
ner) and clubbing, all 
while sounding like 
he is in the middle of 
recess.

If you want to give 
the mixtape a listen, 
there are a few tracks 
to check out and a 
few you should stay 
away from.  Weezy 
sounds like his old 
self on “Burn.” With 
serious lines like 
“Blood, I’ll be hav-
ing you drink your 
own blood, com-
munion,” listeners 
know Wayne means 
business.  “Green 
Ranger” also has a 
nice beat, and Wayne 
is supported by some 
tight verses by J. 
Cole.  Stay away from 

“No Worries.” His overly capricious verses 
coupled with an annoying voice do not work. 
“Get Smoked” is not a bad track by Wayne, 
but once  Lil Mouse starts rapping, the song  
sounds childish.

Dedication 4 shows flashes of Wayne’s for-
mer self, but it is still a far cry compared to his 
mixtapes of old.

Love Theater? Write for 
Arts and Entertainment.

Contact thresher-arts
@rice.edu for more 

information.
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Save the drama for yo’ mama? 
If you are looking for a way to un-
wind after your grueling four-day 
week, then the Department of Vi-
sual and Dramatic Arts has a treat 
for you: their annual John Murfee 
Worsham Memorial Film Screening. 
This year’s film is Preston Sturges’ 
1941 comedy, “Sullivan’s Travels,” 
starring Joel McCrea and Veronica 
Lake. This black and white exem-
plar of classic Hollywood film style 
functions to provide abundant com-
edy while satirizing Hollywood’s 
need for artifice and drama. The 
show lasts from 7 to 9 p.m. in the 
Rice Media Center’s Film Auditori-
um. This event is open to the public. 

fRIDAy 7
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SUNDAy 9

MONDAy 10

tUeSDAy 11

WeDNeSDAy 12
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9/11/01 in memoriam
Attend a memorial concert in re-
membrance of 9/11 today from ei-
ther noon to 1:30 p.m. or 8 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. in the Edythe Bates Old 
Recital Hall and Grand Organ. The 
Rice Chorale, organist Kenneth 
Cowan and conductor Thomas Ja-
ber will be performing Maurice Du-
ruflé’s Requiem and selected works 
for organ.  This concert is sponsored 
by the Shepherd School of Music 
and is open to the public. 

Agricultural Americana
Has the beginning of State and 
County Fair month got you missing 
the festivities back home? A visit to 
the Harris County Fair may be just 
what the doctor ordered to remedy 
that case of homesickness. You’ll 
be able to enjoy live music while 
you take in the livestock shows, 
bull-riding, barbeque cook-off and 
carnival rides. Today is one of the 
final days of the 35th annual Harris 
County Fair, so be sure to head over 
to the Houston Farm and Ranch on 
1 Abercrombie Drive between 8 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. to purchase your $5 tick-
et and enjoy a day at the fair.

ets are $25 for non-members and 
$15 for members, advanced regis-
tration required. Call 713-868-2101 
for more information.

Tag - you’re it!
Fancy yourself a graffiti artist? Ever 
wanted to learn more about the art 
of graffiti and tagging? Join Aurora 
Picture Show and Aerosol Warfare 
for a workshop on creating your 
own virtual graffiti through anima-
tion (sorry, you won’t be taking a 
spray can to the streets this time, 
kids). This workshop supplies all 
the materials, teachers, software 
and snacks you will need to learn 
about video animation and graffiti. 
The workshop begins at 6:30 p.m. 
and ends at 9:30 p.m. at Aurora Pic-
ture Show on 2442 Bartlett St. Tick-

Footloose and flash-dancin’ 
Are you, like, super psyched for a 
totally boss party? You should be 
because Sid Richardson College’s 
annual ’80s Party is this evening 
and it’s going to be thoroughly bad-
ical, dude. For the 10th year run-
ning, this much loved public party 
will be featuring ’80s cover band-
Molly and the Ringwalds playing 
some mondo rad hits of the ’80s. To 

rock out in true ’80s style, you’re 
going to need to layer on the neon 
spandex, discotheque sequins, 
bold makeup, and really big hair 
a la “Flashdance,” or for a more 
“subtle” ’80s look you might look to 
the Brat Pack for some inspiration. 
This dy-no-mite decade dancathon 
gets going at 10 p.m., and the doors 
don’t close until 2 a.m. Rice ID re-
quired for admittance. 

Bit of Bertolucci
Before prolific film director Bernar-
do Bertolucci became (in)famous 
for his scandalous film “Last Tan-
go in Paris,” he was a little-known 
existentialist filmmaker. His early 
films have remained relatively un-
known to American audiences, but 
you have a chance to remedy this 
situation this evening at the Muse-
um of Fine Arts’ screening of Berto-
lucci’s 1968 work “Partner.” Called 
his “most surreal film” by the di-
rector himself, this film centers on 
one man’s transformation into his 
alter ego, an anarchic revolution-
ary. “Partner” will be screened in 
the lower level of the MFAH’s Law 
Building at 5 p.m. The film runs 105 
minutes and will be presented in 
Italian with English subtitles. Tick-
ets are $7. 

Cello shots 
In need of a cultural transfusion 
STAT? Attend the Shepherd School 
of Music’s first Class Recital of the 
year featuring the cello students of 
Norman Fischer this evening. The 
performance takes place from 8 
to 9:30 p.m. in the Duncan Recital 
Hall. Go support your musi friends 
and avail yourself of some classy 
cello music, it’s a win-win. 

Book larnin’?
Have you noticed classmates us-
ing Kindles instead of textbooks 
or furiously poking away on iPads 
instead of taking notes on laptops 
(or even, at the risk of sounding 
like a Luddite, with pencil and pa-
per)?  These students may seem hip 
and tech-savvy but it turns out they 
may also be positively impacting 
their class performance by avail-
ing themselves of an abundance of 
technology.  Intrigued to learn just 
how this may be a benefit? Attend 
Rice alum Troy Williams’ lecture 
on “The Future of Learning: From 
Printed Textbooks to Personalized 
Learning Environments” today from 
4 to 5 p.m. in Fondren Library’s 
Kyle Morrow Room. Williams is cur-
rently the Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager of Macmillan New 
Ventures, where he researches and 
identifies technologies that impact 
student performance. This event is 
open to the public.

Brahms’ beauties 
Raise your serotonin levels to ease 
your stressed mind and expand 
your cognitive capabilities with 
Passport to Houston’s upcoming 
Rice Night at the Houston Sympho-
ny. This concert, featuring Brahms’ 
Piano Concerto No. 1 and Sym-
phony No. 1, isn’t until this Friday, 
but tickets open to students today. 
Bring your Rice ID to the Student 
Center today to pick up your free 
ticket starting at 10 a.m. Be sure to 
check out the “Rice Nights at the 
Houston Symphony!!” Facebook 
event page for further information.

Gala of gigs
What has a basketball court and 
over 100 opportunities for employ-
ment? The Rice Center for Career 
Development’s Career Expo going 
on today from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
Tudor Fieldhouse. If you didn’t 
have a chance to attend the CCD’s 
“Do This, Not That at the Career 
Expo” workshop then here are a few 
quick tips on what you should do to 
prepare for the expo: 1) research 
the companies you are interested 
in and come with questions that 
show your interest; 2) bring copies 
of your resume; 3) prepare a quick 
and tidy “elevator speech” (because 
brevity is the soul of employabil-
ity); 4) and of course check out ccd.
rice.edu to watch a handy video on 
preparing for the expo. The expo is 
open to all Rice students. Business 
casual attire (this means no flippy 
floppies) is strongly recommended.

Fight or flight?
If thoughts of what schemes your 
roommate may have concocted for 
your “Screw Yer Roommate” expe-
rience are sending you into a per-
petual state of fight-or-flight fear, 
then you may want to get a better 
handle on what fear is and how to 
manage it before tomorrow’s fes-
tivities. Today (and every day of the 
week until Sept. 30) Space Center 
Houston is hosting “Goose Bumps! 
The Science of Fear,” an interactive 
exhibit analyzing terror through 
science. This exhibit is sure to ig-
nite your adrenal responses with 
its “Fear Challenge Course,” which 
allows you to experience a smor-
gasbord of phobias; you’ll get first-
hand experience of a falling phobia 
in “the falling harness.” The exhibit 
concludes with an exploration of 
coping with fear, information that 
will surely be of use for preparing 
for “Screw.” Space Center Houston 
is located at 1601 NASA Road 1. To-
day’s hours are 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Tickets range from $18.95 to $22.95. 
For more information call 281-
244-2100 or visit voiceplaces.com/
goose-bumps--houston-2974790-e.
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by Teddy Grodek
Thresher Staff

Any time anyone mentions University of 
Kansas football this year, there is only one 
name that really gets mentioned – new Head 
Coach Charlie Weis – in his first head coaching 
job since the debacle at Notre Dame University. 

For a man who has Super Bowl rings, Law-
rence may seem like an odd place to end up, 
but few doubt Weis’s ability to create explosive 
offenses.

That ability to build an offense is just what 
the Jayhawks need after a miserable 2011 sea-
son, going 2-10 and losing every single game 
inside the Big 12. 

Despite one of the most difficult schedules 
of any team in the nation, that record did not 
cut it at Kansas, an athletic program with a tra-
dition of winning.

Coming off a streaky performance against 
the University of California, Los Angeles, the 
previous week, expect the Owls to understand 
the stakes in this game against an automatic 
BCS-qualifying opponent. 

If this team is going to be in competition for 
a bowl game in the latter half of this season, 
they have to win some of these non-conference 
games. Much like the Purdue University prime-
time game last season, this is the Owls’ chance 
to defeat a reputable opponent.

“We’re gonna take this video, we’re gonna 
learn from it, and we’re gonna get better. And 
we’re gonna get to Kansas and play a heck of a 
football game,” Head Coach David Bailiff said. 

“I thought Kansas looked extremely solid 
against South Dakota State University. They 
created five takeaways defensively. They were 
very solid offensively. It’ll be a challenge – but 

we’re looking forward to getting on the road 
and getting to play.”

Rice started out terribly the previous week, 
with seemingly everything going wrong to start 
against UCLA. However, led by the strong first-
half performance of junior quarterback Taylor 
McHargue, Rice managed to claw its way back 
into the game, going into the locker room only 
down 11.

UCLA shut down the Owls offensively in 
the second half, eventually winning the game 
49-24. On the bright side was the play of ju-
nior linebacker Cameron Nwosu, who blocked 
three extra point attempts and tied a Football 
Bowl Subdivision record. He was later named 
Conference-USA Special Teams player of the 
week.

“As an offense, I think we’ve just got to keep 
going, be a little bit more aggressive at the be-
ginning,” senior tight end and punter Taylor 
Cook said. “I think this week you’ll see a few 
changes and see our aggressiveness as we step 
up and get after Kansas.” 

The previous week against South Dakota 
State, Kansas performed well – especially 
on the ground – racking up 263 total rushing 
yards. Tony Pierson, their sophomore running 
back, racked up 124 of these yards with two 
touchdowns. The defensive backfield for Kan-
sas had a big game, picking off four passes and 
holding South Dakota State to 207 yards.

Rice’s key to the game will be not allow-
ing the bigger Kansas team to physically push 
them around and opening up holes for the Rice 
running game to continue to develop. 

If Rice plays up to its potential, this could 
be a real opportunity for the team to build 
some confidence in a part of the season with 
which they have historically struggled.

Football hopes to learn from loss  
Sights are set on a win against Kansas

Keys to the Game

Volleyball downs Sam Houston, heads to Ole Miss
by  Marie Walsh

Sports Editor

Last Friday, Rice University’s volleyball team 
took on Louisiana State University at the Tiger 
Classic Invitational that was moved from Baton 
Rouge to Rice due to complications stemming from 
Hurricane Isaac hitting the Gulf Coast.

 “Playing these matches is the most important 
thing, and the fact that we could host the event is 
amazing,” Head Coach Genny Volpe said. “I can-
not thank the people in the athletic department 
enough, mainly the facilities crew for helping 
make this happen.  With football’s home opener, 
they have been working so hard to prepare for that.  
So, their cooperation is very much appreciated.  
I’m so happy the other schools could work it out 
and make it down to Houston.” 

Rice played LSU at 10 a.m. on Friday and 
later went on to play Purdue University at 5 p.m. 
in Fox Gym.

 Purdue, currently ranked at an impressive 
No. 7 in the nation, served as a formidable op-

ponent for the Owls. Volpe made it clear prior to 
the start of the invitational that the focus would 
first be directed toward LSU. 

“By playing the four matches we have played 
so far, we have learned a lot about ourselves,” 
Volpe said. “We have learned that we have mo-
ments of top-25 performances, and then lose our 
focus at times during the match.”

The Owls lost to LSU 3-0. The game against Pur-
due was close but the Owls trailed 3-2 by the end. 
Despite Purdue’s national standing, Rice held its 
own and proved itself a formidable opponent. 

Strong performances in this game came from 
seniors Nancy Cole and Laurie McNamara, juniors 
Mariah Riddlesprigger and Megan Murphy, and 
sophomores Jillian Humphrey, Daniela Arenas 
and Lizzy Bache. 

Cole, who is well on her way to reaching a 
1,000-kill milestone, added excitement to the 
game as she led the team with 15 kills, leaving her 
46 kills away from her goal. 

Murphy contributed 50 assists, which marked 
the first over-50 assist game for Rice in this season. 

This achievement by Murphy was no doubt the rea-
son she was named to the All-Tournament team. 
Humphrey also set a season-high with 14 kills. The 
final match of the  Invitational was against Wash-
ington University, and the Owls lost 3-0. 

“The team definitely feels like we can compete 
with the best in the country,” Volpe said. “After the 
LSU loss, I challenged the team and some particu-
lar players to step up, and they did.  Both matches 
against  No. 7 Purdue and No. 12 Washington were 
eye openers, that we are able to compete at that 
level.  We just need to learn how to sustain a high 
level of play throughout an entire match.” 

The Owls later rebounded on Tuesday to beat 
Sam Houston State University 3-0.

“I thought the team played relatively average, 
but still won in three straight sets,” Volpe said 
about the victory. 

“That just tells me what we are capable of. 
Nancy Cole continues to shine and lead our of-
fensive charge, and she did that against Sam 
Houston. Liz Bache is also improving and had a 
good solid match as well.”

Rice will travel to compete in Oxford, Miss. at 
the Magnolia Invitational hosted by The University 
of Mississippi. 

Rice will face off against The University of 
North Dakota on the first day of the invitational at 
10 a.m. and Ole Miss later that night at 7 p.m.

The final game of the Owls’ weekend is tomor-
row against Alabama A&M University at 10:30 a.m. 

For Nancy Cole, it is highly plausible that she 
will reach her collegiate career milestone this 
weekend at the Ole Miss Tournament. Currently, 
she is 21 kills away from that goal.  

“It is definitely a milestone that should be rec-
ognized by all, and I think it also shows how much 
of an impact she has had since her freshman year.” 
Volpe said, “Not many players reach that number, 
and she is proving each and every day she is an 
elite player, amongst the best in the country.” 

According to Volpe, fans should also ex-
pect to see considerable improvement in both 
serving and attention to detail. If these ad-
justments stick, the team could be primed for 
a hot streak beginning this weekend. 

Players to Watch
 Establish the run — make sure that Turner Peterson 

and Jeremy Eddington are more involved than during the 
UCLA game. Rice can only let Taylor McHargue carry the 
ball so many times.

Keep winning Special Teams — between Chris Bo-
swell and Cam Nwosu, Rice won this battle in the UCLA 
game. If Rice is going to be in a position to compete with 
Kansas, they can’t falter.

Protect the backfield — make sure that the Jayhawks’ 
passing attack doesn’t overwhelm the Owls.

Taylor Cook — Playing as both tight end and punter, 
Taylor has a huge impact on the course of the game. He 
had some pretty impressive kicks for a converted punter  
— it’ll be interesting to see if he can do it again. 

Taylor McHargue — After success last game, he’s fully 
capable of another successful outing.

Cameron Nwosu — After a huge week last week, he’s 
established himself as the center of the Owl’s defense. A 
big week from him would go a long way in shutting the 
Jayhawks down.

M
ATHISON INGHAM
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Running the ball effectively against Kansas will be critical for Rice, who rushed for a total 
of 174 yards against UCLA but only received 79 of them from their running backs. 
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Men’s XC takes their mark 
by  Farrah Madanay

             Thresher Staff

 The Rice University men’s cross country 
team is back this year with seasoned fifth-
year program veterans and a large contin-
gent of lowerclassmen. The men open their 
season at home next Friday, Sept. 14, at the 
Rice Invitational, but their sights are set for 
the C-USA championships and NCAA South 
Central Regional championships on Oct. 29 
and Nov. 9, respectively.

 The Owls lost only one man from last 
year’s roster, Michael Trejo (Sid Richardson 
’12), who led the team to a fourth-place fin-
ish at the C-USA championships last year.  
This year the men will look to veterans fifth-
year senior Gabe Cuadra and Jones Business 
School Masters of Business Administration 
candidate Matthew Carey (McMurtry ’12) to 
lead the Owls to a successful season.

Though Cuadra’s cross country season 
last year was hampered by injuries, his third 
place finish in the 10,000 meter run at the 
C-USA outdoor track championships in the 
spring proved he was back in racing form. 

Carey had a strong showing at the end of 
last fall when he placed 32nd at the NCAA 
regional championships, leading the team 
to a sixth place overall finish. 

The apartment-mates and training part-
ners have pounded the streets of Houston 
this summer, running upwards of 90 to 100 
miles per week.

“If we stay relatively healthy, this can be 
a special season for us,” Cuadra said. “We 
have a mix between an older group of guys 
that are really hungry and a younger group 
of guys that are really starting to see how 
good they are and how good they can be.”

Rounding out the trio of senior leader-
ship is civil engineering graduate student 
James Llamas (Jones ’12). 

The young team returns junior John Ca-
vallo and talented sophomore William Firth, 
both of whom earned points during the C-
USA and NCAA regional championships. 

“Both John Cavallo and Will Firth had re-
ally good summers and are in great shape 
for the season,” Carey said. “They were huge 
last year and I think they’ll contribute even 
more to our success this year.”

In the past, the Owls have had decent 
showings at the conference and regional 
championship meets, usually placing in the 
middle of the overall team rankings. This 
year, however, the Owls have high expecta-
tions, which includes making a bid for the 
NCAA national championship. 

With six of the top seven runners return-
ing from last year, including juniors Wyatt 
Doop and Travis Roberts, Carey believes this 
is one of the strongest teams the program 
has seen in a while.

“It’s safe to say our goal is to earn an at-
large slot for nationals after upsetting one or 
more of the top four teams in the South Cen-
tral Region: UT, A&M, Arkansas, or Lamar,” 
Cavallo said.

Unlike other fall season athletes, such as 
football and soccer players, cross country 
harriers have no pre-season practices and 
thus are accountable for their own summer 
training. 

Interval workouts and 15 mile runs at the 
beginning of the school year become the 
true tests of summer mileage and so far, ev-
ery returning runner seems to have pushed 
themselves, Cavallo said. 

Though most of the freshmen are tak-
ing a redshirt season and are not listed on 
the official roster, their ethic at the six a.m. 
practices creates a competitive yet support-
ive team dynamic. 

The younger talent keeps the upperclass-
men on their toes and the limited number of 
spots on the traveling team will be hotly con-
tested, Cavallo said. Nonetheless, the men 
who are assured to run in uniform welcome 
the friendly internal competition.

“It’s a team that you look forward to work-
ing and training with every day,” Cuadra 
said. “And hopefully that dynamic will help 
us maximize our potential on race day.”

the Thresher’s 
Week 1 Powderpuff lines

Baker (-13.5) vs. Wiess 

Brown (-5.5) vs. McMurtry

Bettor Cover?Picks
Baker, McMurtry

Baker, McMurtry
Baker, Brown
Baker, Brown no, yes

no, —

Bhagwat, Sports

Seth, EIC

Ryan, EIC

Farrah, A&E

yes, —

yes, yes
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 In high school, I never envisioned myself at 
a small university.

In retrospect, it’s hard to say exactly why I 
envisioned myself at a large university. Prob-
ably part of it had to do with some sort of 
perceived independence and freedom that I 
thought would come with the anonymity of 
being part of a massive class (though knowing 
what I know now, Rice’s set up gives students 
far more freedom).

Part of it had to do with athletics. From a 
personal perspective, I wanted to have the  op-
portunity to run division I. But even beyond 

that, I was drawn by the allure of everything 
that comes from a big time athletics program.

But it was Rice, not a big school, which end-
ed up being the best fit for me. So I entered Ori-
entation Week, and everything that comes with 
the start of O-Week, and wondered if South 
Main really would be too small after all.

After last weekend’s series of home games 
and matches, I couldn’t help but think back on 
those early days of concern.

Here were the teams Rice hosted for games 
and matches on campus last weekend: UCLA 
(football), TCU and Texas State (soccer), LSU, 
Washington and Purdue (volleyball). That’s not 
a small- school lineup. (For those who’ll point 
out that the volleyball teams were only here be-
cause of a hurricane, a week before we hosted 
BYU, Air Force and Arkansas State. That’s still a 
pretty impressive set.)

This isn’t to say that Rice isn’t a small 
school, or that ours isn’t a smaller athletics pro-
gram.Simply from a size perspective, there is a 
massive difference between the University of 
Texas experience and the Rice experience, both 

athletically and academically.
But the fact that we, small as we are, take on 

big universities like those above, and take them 
on with the expectation that we’ll be competi-
tive, makes a difference. It makes a difference in 
the undergraduate experience, and it makes a 
difference in the university attitude as a whole.

Over the last century, this amazing attitude 
about size has become an engrained part in the 
university’s DNA. On the one hand, our small 
size allows us to provide small classes, a rich 
residential college experience, access to top tier 
faculty and a plethora of unique opportunities.

At the same time, we haven’t let our size lim-
it our scope of possibilities. We haven’t decided 
to be too small for world changing research. 
We haven’t decided to be too small to host a 
policy think tank like the Baker Institute. We 
haven’t decided to be too small to produce a set 
of alumni whose impact is felt across the globe.

And, as President Kennedy pointed out 50 
years ago, we haven’t decided to be too small 
to play Texas. From the perspective of college 
athletics, the test of small size will be even 

greater in the second century than it was in the 
first. The athletics facilities arms-race and the 
focus on securing lucrative television contracts 
predicated solely on big football audiences has 
created an increasingly challenging landscape 
for Rice. The recent series of conference realign-
ments indicates that, for the foreseeable future, 
this trend is here to stay.

But I hope that Rice doesn’t ever decide 
that we’re too small to challenge the best. In-
stead, I hope that we continue to creatively turn 
our disadvantages into assets. I hope that we 
find ways to get the most out of every dollar. 
I hope that we seek to culminate connections 
through athletics that benefit the university as 
a whole. And I hope we continue to challenge 
our student athletes to be both great students 
and great athletes. If we dare to be unconven-
tional, both in our approach and in our mea-
sures of success, we won’t have to decide to be 
too small. We’ll keep challenging UCLA, LSU, 
TCU and Texas. And we’ll help keep that awe-
some small-size-big-impact attitude engrained 
throughout this university’s DNA.

 Gabe  Cuadra

The Fifth Lap

Women’s XC starts season at Houston Invitational
by Ian Chiang 
For The Thresher

Last Friday, the Rice University women’s 
cross country team entered the Houston In-
vitational, marking the start of the 2012 cross 
country season. 

Even with the loss of last year’s top four 
runners, including All-American and recently 
named Conference USA Woman of the Year 
Honoree Becky Wade (Martel ’12), the women’s 
team is looking forward to a promising season. 

The Houston Invitational proved to be a 
great opportunity for the team to prepare for 
their upcoming races. Rice entered the meet 
with six runners taking part in a two-person 

six-mile relay race at McGregor Park. Though 
the whole team did not compete in the race, 
the athletes who did run showed what looks to 
be another season filled with potential. 

The pair that consisted of  fifth year senior 
Keltie John and senior Lindsay Miller finished 
in fifth place with a time of 38:17, freshman Ei-
leen Brady and junior Kylie Cullinan finished 
in eighth place with a time of 39:11, and se-
niors Amanda Gutierrez and Frances Hsu fin-
ished in 12th place with a time of 43:25. 

Coach Jim Bevan was very happy with the 
team’s performance at the race because many 
of these runners had not run for a long dura-
tion. With the first race of the season behind 
them, the Rice women’s cross country team 

will look ahead to the Rice Invitational on 
Sept. 14, followed by a trip to Bethlehem, Pa., 
for the Paul Short Invitational on Sept. 27.

The team also welcomes four total new 
freshmen and upperclassmen returners who 
were unable to compete last year due to injury 
to its ranks. 

“This team will get better throughout the 
year,” Bevan said. “Because we are a mixture 
of new athletes and returners that haven’t 
raced in awhile, we will need to progress as the 
season goes on.” 

Bevan described the team as having a 
wealth of potential. 

“The team needs to focus on staying 
healthy and managing [their] daily tasks, 

both in training and in studying and life in 
general,” Bevan said.

The women’s cross country team will be led 
by seniors Marie Thompson and Farrah Madan-
ay, both ready for a breakthrough season.

 John and seniors Johanna Ohm and Marie 
Walsh both return from injuries, and sopho-
mores Allison Schaich and Laura Michel both 
vastly improved over last year’s season. 

Bevan also mentioned the hopeful return of 
a healthy junior Meredith Gamble, who is a past 
winner of the C-USA Freshman of the Year award. 

As for the incoming freshmen, Bevan high-
lighted the presence of  freshmen Cali Roper 
and Eleanor Wardleworth, as well as twins Au-
drey and Chrissy Wassef. 
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This week @ a glance (thru 9/13)

Results: Upcoming:  

Volleyball (1-3 last week): 
vs. LSU (8/31), L 3-1; vs. Purdue (8/31), 
L 3-2; vs. Washington (9/1), L 3-0; vs. 
Sam Houston State (9/4), W 3-0. 
* The Owls rebounded after a tough 3-game stretch 
to dominate Sam Houston State behind 15 kills from 
senior Nancy Cole.

Soccer (1-1 last week): 
vs. TCU (8/31), L 2-0; vs. Texas State 
(9/1), W 2-1. 

Women’s XC (N/A last week): 
Houston Invitational (8/31), No team 
rankings (see p.21 for individual results)

Volleyball (2 games): 
@ North Dakota (9/7); @ Ole Miss (9/7). 

Soccer (2 games): 
@ Stephen F. Austin (9/7);  @ Oklaho-
ma state (9/9). 

Football (1 game): 
@ Kansas (9/8). 
* Football hopes to build on positives, correct mis-
takes this week against Kansas (see p.19 for more)

Golf (1 tournament): 
Sam Hall Intercollegiate (9/10 - 9/11)
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CLASSIFIEDS 
1–35 words $15
36–70 words $30
70–105 words $45

C a s h ,  ch e c k  o r  c re d i t  c a rd  p ay m e n t  m u s t  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t ,  wh i c h  m u s t  b e  re ce ive d  b y  4  p . m .  
on the Tuesday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu
The Backpage is satire and is written by Alex Weinheimer and Anthony Lauriello.  Email comments and questions to ajw3@rice.edu.

WANTED
TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact  832-
428-8330  and email resume to  siyengar777@
gmail.com

Sessions Music is interviewing instructors 
for preschool and elementary music programs. 
Qualified applicants will be pursuing a degree 
in Music Education – or related studies – and 
have 2+ years of related experience. Visit www.
sessionsmusic.com.

Sessions Music is interviewing instructors 
for preschool and elementary music programs. 
Qualified applicants will be pursuing a degree 
in Music Education – or related studies – and 
have 2+ years of related experience. Visit www.
sessionsmusic.com.

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING SQUARED, a pri-
vate tutorial service, needs part-time tutors 
in Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Phsyics, 
Spanish, English, Economics, and Finance. 
Flexible hours. EXCELLENT PAY. No house calls. 
Office located close to campus. 713-528-7085

Prestigious Condo Neighboring West U for 
Sale $145k. Beautifully updated spacious 2 Mas-

ter Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths. 1,219 Sq. ft. Contact 
Nick- 832-771-8169 or phaly01@gmail.com

Sitter needed for my 9 yr old daughter M-F 3-6 
pm ASAP. $10-$15/hr. Must Drive and have good 
references. Pls contact Kara at 908.601.4912.

Interested in tutoring middle school or high 
school students?   In this paid opportunity, cur-
rently enrolled Rice students will tutor students 
in the Houston area. For more information con-
tact Sonya Ramirez: e-mail (sonya.ramirez@
rice.edu) or phone (713-348-6108).

Looking for a math tutor for my daughter en-
tering 7th grade pre-ap math. Twice a week, 1-2 
hour duration. Location to be discussed and 
$25/hour.

Nanny/tutor/household assistant Needed 
for a wise veiraty of dudies relating to the man-

agement of a galleria/memorial area household. 
2pm to 9pm(somewhat flexible) occasianlly on 
weekends. Nanny/tutor: help with transporta-
tion from school to afterschool activities, plan 
fun and engaging activities and tutor with 
homework and reading, help prepare meals for 
the family(will teach). PRoactively tend to all 
needs, safety, education and fun. Househould 
assistant: assist with household duties i.e gro-
cery shopping and other errands. Collaborate 
with other staff members to ensure house runs 
smoothly

EGG DONORS NEEDED. We are seeking attrac-
tive and intelligent women of all ethnicities 
to help our clients build their family. No hair 
or eye color preference, but must between the 
ages of 21-29. If you are interested or want more 
information, please contact us at: 1-800-264-
8828 or info@aperfectmatch.com $10,000 plus 
expenses.

Female student to pick up Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons in my car 10 year hold 
daughter, bring her home, and help with home-
work.   Hrs. approx. 3:15-6 on Tues. and 4:30-6 
on Thurs.   Pay negotiable. email resume  eb@
elaineblock.com.

Not your normal minimum wage job, check 
out www.greatcollegejob.com

Houston based tutoring company looking 
for stellar tutors for various subjects. Must have 
attended/currently attending college. Be dy-
namic and interesting. Be motivated to mentor 
students of all ages. Passionate about educa-
tion and have a mentor state of mind. Experi-
ence is also required. List any previous tutor-
ing/teaching experience as well as the subjects 
you taught along with your resume. Pay ranges 
based on experience. $20-$25/per hour. Contact 
jobs@wonder-space.com or call 7135292241.

1. [Opening Credits] 2. “Hey, Marty I was trav-
eling in time and you won’t 
believe what I found!”

3.   “Look what  the Thresh-
er Party Patrol says about 
the 2012 Sid ‘80s Party!” 
“We have to go, Doc!”

4. “Turning on  the flux 
capacitor and setting the 
time circuits for September 
8, 2012. Off we go!” 

5. [Car crash]

9. “Just in time, Marty. 
It’s 10:04 and the elevator 
is stuk. It’s about to drop 
like the dubstep songs of 
this time period!”

6. “Oh no, Doc! The DeLo-
rean is totaled.  We’ll be 
stuck in 2012 with their 
terrible hashtags and min-
iscule cups forever.”

10. “Hold on tight. Let’s 
get back to the 80’s when 
students were free to keep 
their doors open!”

7. “Great Scott! Check 
out the front page of this 
Thresher! Usually I ig-
nore such worthless drivel 
but...

8. “...we can use the fall-
ing elevator to reach 88 
miles per hour, and the 
sweat of the party will 
help power the plutonium.”

11. “85 miles per hour, 86 
miles per hour, 87 miles per 
hour, 69 miles per hour, 88 
MILES PER HOUR!”

12. [End Credits]
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