
the Rice ThresherFriday, August 31, 2012 7NEWS

Volume XciX, issue No. 3 studeNt-ruN siNce 1916 Friday, august 31, 2012

Eurotrash, Part trois  
Get ready to break out the super skinny jeans, 
tight v-necks and loafers and work on your 
fake European accent this Saturday, Sept. 1 at 
the Lovett Getcheroxoff Eurotrash public party.

Photos of 
the Week

Celebrate the 
beginning of the 
fall sports seasons 
with this athletics 
photo spread.

Local                                         p.9

“Fight the Bite!”
Read about the West Nile virus, why it’s so 
prevalent in Houston, and what Rice is
 doing to make sure students stay safe.

a&e                                        p. 17

Jessica Walker
McMurtry College senior Jessica Walker 
may already have songs on iTunes, but 
she still wants to involve Rice students in 
her new album.

Op-Ed                                    p. 3

Party Patrol
Check out what the Thresher staff and the 
student body thought about Martel’s Don’t 
Mess With Texas public party.

Yoga on the Green
Activate your chakras with yoga on  
Discovery Green. Just don’t expect a  
full-blown work out though.

by Michael He
For the Thresher

Beginning Sept. 1, tobacco users at Rice 
University will have to limit their consumption 
to one of 13 locations on campus.

There will be a zone within a five-minute 
walk from any building on campus, and each 
location will have a covered canopy, waste 
receptacles and seating areas, Vice President for 
Administration Kevin Kirby said.

“We reached out and talked to the [Student 
Association] and [Graduate Student Association] 
about the policy, seeking input on the designated 
locations, which are flexible and may be adjusted 
after a few months as we receive feedback from 
people,” Kirby said.

Violators will be held accountable by regular 
supervisory programs, with students reporting to 
Student Judicial Programs, Kirby said.

“Generally, we’re going to rely on the goodwill 
and nature of people to want to create a good 
environment for us to live and work in and for 
community members to remind people to not 
smoke by doors,” Kirby said. “But if there are 
exceptions to that behavior, we will go through the 
normal enforcement processes.”

Kirby cited more stringent requirements by the 
grant-giving Cancer Prevention Research Institute 
of Texas as a reason for the policy change.

“CPRIT gives out grants in the area of cancer 
prevention, research and the commercialization 
of research, and Rice is a large recipient of many 
of their research grants,” Kirby said. “They have 
instituted a new requirement on those who receive 
grants, part of which is a tightening of tobacco 
policies on campus.”

Fellow 
grant recipients 
University 
of Houston and 
University of Texas 
at Austin chose to 
completely ban tobacco on 
campus.

“For us, a complete ban was 
not practical or enforceable 
and would lead to unintended 
consequences like people moving 
to nearby neighborhoods or sidewalks around 
campus,” Kirby said.

The previous tobacco policy prohibited 
smoking in buildings and near entrances and air 
intakes but smoking zones were largely dictated 
by the, which was confusing for students, Director 
of Planning and Projects Daniel Fu said.

“Students from one college may have 
understood the smoking zone to be in one 
location, but in another college, the area would 
be in a different location,” Fu said. “I feel like 
students will now find it easier to know where to 
smoke. Instead of trying to hide out on a picnic 
table or trying to walk out into the street, you’ll 
know where the smoking zones are.”

Overall, 
Kirby said he hopes 

students will view the 
policy as fair.

“What we’re trying to do is put 
out a policy that is reasonable, that in 

general people will comply with,” Kirby said. 
“We’re not out to punish people who smoke. 
Just the opposite — we want to help them if they 
choose to quit smoking.”

To assist students, the Wellness Center 
will continue offering free smoking cessation 
programs to both undergraduates and graduates.

“This program is for students who want to quit 
and want some support in doing that,” Wellness 
Center Director Emily Page said. “It’s a group 
program, and we sit down to talk about what 
triggers cause students to smoke, how they can 
manage them, and what issues can be obstacles 
in their efforts to quit.”

The program consists of four sessions 
spanning two weeks. Interested students can 
contact the Wellness Center directly or visit http://
wellness.rice.edu/freshstart.

New policy restricts smoking on campus Caplans fired 
as Martel RAs

by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

Ed Caplan and Maria Tsakalis Caplan are 
no longer Resident Associates at Martel Col-
lege and moved out of Martel on Friday, Aug. 
17, according to Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson. According to Maria Caplan, she 
has also been terminated from her full-time 
position at the Barbara and David Gibbs Rec-
reation and Wellness Center.

Martel RAs Jeff and Stephanie Frey have 
extended their stay at Martel as the college be-
gins recruitment to have new RAs in place by 
January, Hutchinson said.

According to Maria Caplan, she and her 
husband were accused of the following offens-
es regarding their positions as RAs: drinking 
in inappropriate settings, providing alcohol 
to minors, poor leadership regarding alcohol 
education and policy, interference of alcohol 
and intoxication with performance of job du-
ties and inappropriate physical contact. 

The same allegations were brought against 
Maria Caplan regarding her position as Nu-
trition and Body Image Specialist at the Rice 
Wellness Center, excluding inappropriate 
physical contact, Maria Caplan said. 

Hutchinson said that he could not com-
ment on the specifics of the case because 
it involved personnel issues. According to 
Hutchinson, the changes regarding the RA 
positions occurred as a result of investigations 
prompted by concerns initially brought to the 
administration by students. Hutchinson could 
not say specifically what those concerns were.

0see Smoking, page 5
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Enthused support for Rice in home opener
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O-week Common Reading
See what one student thinks of the state 
of the common reading program during 
Orientation week.
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Impressive  
attendance at 

football season 
opener 

Sammy’s Picnic this year accom-
plished what, in past years, has 
taken a combination of Reliant Sta-
dium and the University of Texas. 
Good food, a fun tailgate and a gen-
eral party atmosphere all contrib-
uted to a huge turnout for the Owls’ 
first football game of the season. 
The Thresher commends both the 
picnic’s organizers (a combination 
of the Student Association, Rice 
Athletics, and Housing and Dining) 
and the Rice community for coming 
out in full force in full grey and blue 
attire.

Despite the fact that many stu-
dents felt a bit coerced by being 
forced by the closed serveries into 
going to the stadium for dinner, 
the picnic and tailgate provided 
the feel of a real game day, some-
thing lacking at Rice in past years, 
especially since some of the biggest 
games of the past few seasons were 
held at Reliant Stadium, not Rice 
Stadium. The abundance of fans 
and Rice colors outside the stadium 
contributed to exciting the mood of 
all Owl fans and making the atmo-
sphere of the game uncharacteristi-
cally electric.

The bleachers were filled with 
hordes of fans, and despite a slow 
start from the Rice football team, 
fan support did not dwindle un-
til the game fell out of reach. The 
Thresher hopes that attendance 
for the next home game will not 
drop off despite the game’s disap-
pointing outcome, as has happened 
in past years after disappointing 
openers.

It will be important for campus 
organizations to continue provid-
ing exciting tailgates and pre-game 
festivities for home games if this 
level of attendance is to be replicat-
ed. While athletic support may not 
be rampant at Rice, making game 
day a full-scale social event that 
includes a number of enjoyable ac-
tivities other than the game will un-
doubtedly serve to keep attendance 
at future home games bolstered.

As the football team continues 
to make strides, the extracurricu-
lar game day festivities may not be 
necessary, but until then, the Rice 
football team may not be enough of 
an attraction to fill Rice Stadium on 
Saturdays.

The Thresher was impressed 
by both Rice’s offensive firepower 
and the community’s outpouring 
of support in Thursday’s game and 
hopes to see much more of both for 
the rest of the season. 

The Owls’ next home game is 
against Marshall on Sept. 22, and 
the following week, Rice will battle 
the University of Houston at Reliant 
Stadium for the the Bayou Bucket ti-
tle. After the embarasment Rice en-
dured at the hands of Case Keenum 
last year, we will undoubtedly seek 
revenge at this high-profile incredi-
bly, anticipated game. The Thresher 
hopes the student body and com-
munity will turn out in full force.
   Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All 
other opinion pieces represent solely the 
opinion of the piece’s author.
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Online Comments 
of the week
In response to “10 worst things at Rice”
(August 24, 2012)

 
My god, these comments are disgusting. 

The point of the article was to criticize the 
lack of support for Rice among students and 
perhaps student organizations’ lack of effort 
to use Rice’s resources properly to allow the 
student body to fully enjoy all that Rice has 
to offer. The point was not to bash this school 
or the town surrounding it. You guys should 
be ashamed of yourselves. You are so lucky 
to go here, whether on scholarship or paying 
full tuition. Yeah, pre-meds are annoying, I’m 
one, I’d know. But we actually have a much 
better organized social scene than most col-
leges with their BS exclusivity (e.g. sorority 
and fraternity parties) and most kids at state 
schools who don’t have the money or the SAT 
scores to go here would kill for an acceptance 
letter. Appreciate what you’ve been given. 
Don’t knock the few luxuries we lack.

  

Anonymous
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Change the date from Sat-
urday to the Sunday after 
move-in.

No changes; The concerts 
are great!

Shorter concert with only 
one musical artist.
Both A and B.

What kinds of changes 
would you like to see for 
next year’s RPC Welcome 
Back Concert?

Last Week’s Online 
Poll Results:

45%

15%

30%

10%

Total number of responses: 60

“Well, at least it’s better than Saturday mornings at East”
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Some parts of Orientation Week just don’t 
change, whether you are there as a new stu-
dent or as an advisor. This year’s O-Week was 
deja vu for me: I heard Steve Birdine speak 
again, and it reminded me of how much fun it 
is to try to be unstoppable every day; I hit the 
same spot on my butt as the year prior from 
falling during Brown Skate. I also  speed-read 
through the Common Reading the day of the 
discussion. Yep, I procrastinated the reading 
and picked up just a little more than the basic 
understanding required to convince everyone 
in the room I knew what the book was about. 
Everybody reading this who did the same (or 
less) should come out of the “I-don’t-want-to 
admit-I-did-not-read-the-whole-book” clos-
et, and everybody who did finish it should 
not look down upon those who did not, be-
cause the truth is that it is not a big deal. 

People give the Common Reading pro-
gram a bad rap because so many skip out 
on reading the book. It has become com-
mon knowledge that not all new students 
will read the book. When I think back to the 
feelings of susceptibility to distractions I had 
when reading during the summer before my 
freshman year, I remember how they were 
entwined with my feelings of anxiety about 
entering college. It is almost as if the sum-
mer were the thin buffer between high school 
mode and college mode, and the reading was 
the first bit of myself diffusing. 

Reading the book reminded me of all the 
subtle changes I would have to undergo to ac-
climate to the college experience. It brought 
up thoughts that made me just want to put 
down the book and hold on to my home, my 
favorite coffee shop and my friends. Yet, it 
was important I got a large portion of these 
antsy feelings out during the summer and not 
right before I left for Rice or (worse) during O-
Week. Starting the book during the summer 
brings the pressure of studying alongside 
one’s peers into a real, immediate and con-
crete form. This should be what the expecta-
tions of the reading are all about.

 Some people believe the goal of the Com-
mon Reading should be to introduce a topic 
over which the entire matriculating class can 
bond, share inside jokes throughout the year 
and give students something they can overall 
remember as their book. If we were truly dedi-
cated to this goal, we would just choose a pop 
fiction book like “The Hunger Games,” send a 
copy to all new students along with their wel-
come packets and observe how quickly we 
could get virtually everybody talking about it. 

Although we would have achieved the univer-
sal participation we were seeking, we would 
have sacrificed all the other values the read-
ing represents. We need to keep in mind that 
the participation level is not the most impor-
tant part of the reading and should not be the  
ultimate goal.

Since the percentage of people who read 
the book is not the best measure for grad-
ing the success of the Common Reading, 
what should we use? First of all, we should 
not simply wallow in a belief that the Com-
mon reading will never be a great program 
because it already is. Too many people work 
too hard to choose a rigorous and witty book, 
to lead small discussion groups and to invite 
the author to speak to us to not give all those 
involved with the Common Reading the credit 
they undeniably deserve.

In regards to the Common Reading, all O-
Week personnel should ask: Did we impress 
the value of self-motivation the university life 
requires upon the new students? The reading 
is not one of those summer reading assign-
ments for high school English, and it should 
not try to be. The reading is a taste of the 
many assignments to come that are an oppor-
tunity to put effort into learning something 
valuable, where ultimately one answers only 
to oneself. 

Did we urge the new students to take ad-
vantage of the discussion time? The discus-
sion should be framed less as a required lec-
ture group and more as an optional session. 
The reading is the first of hundreds of extra 
opportunities students will see, ranging from 
TA sessions to office hours, where those who 
take a special interest in a topic will find oth-
ers with the same interest campuswide. The 
demands from these sessions will be the ex-
tra effort made for a special topic, and the 
reward will be the feeling of accomplishment 
that can be achieved only through hard work 
and community. 

Did we push the new students to speak 
confidently even when they were unsure? The 
reading is not the last time students will have 
imperfect knowledge on a topic. They have 
to explore it nervously while in a room with 
many people they do not know during a week 
that could not possibly be more exhausting. 
The difference is that this is not a time when 
failing means a bad midterm grade or when 
an ineloquent moment negatively affects 
your attitude about the material for the rest 
of the semester. This is a place to practice 
public speaking, analytical thinking and (if 
nothing else) thinking quickly while talking 
convincingly. 

Now I ask you, how did this year’s Com-
mon Reading stack up? With mostly affir-
mative answers to these three questions, I 
believe the program did well but has plenty 
of room for improvement. I hope the new stu-
dents enjoyed their “College 101” course, with 
hundreds of O-Week advisors, affiliates, coor-
dinators and others as TAs, and with their 
whole first semester as their final.

    
                 Mauricio Arreola-Garcia is a 

Brown College sophomore.

“You’re Tina, right?” “You’re Tina from 
Facebook!” These two quotes are examples 
of things I heard during O-Week and the first 
week of class. I, too, was guilty of thinking 
or saying a variation of these quotes. I was 
familiar with some faces on campus even 
before traditional face-to-face meetings had  
taken place.

The beginning of college brings forth a 
completely different environment. Separat-
ed from their usual group of friends in high 
school, new students navigate into a new so-
cial realm and have to interact with people 
they know virtually nothing about. Or, at least, 
that used to be the case.

In the months leading up to matricula-
tion, I got some friend requests from my fu-
ture classmates and advisors. The first time 
this occurred, I felt strange because I don’t 
accept friend requests from people I don’t 
know in person. I thought to myself: “Add-
ing them doesn’t feel right because I don’t 
know them, but not adding them doesn’t feel 
right either because what if they take it per-
sonally?” However, I decided to abandon my 
rule and try something new. The Rice com-
munity is a safe one, after all, and I was go-
ing to be with these people for the next few 
years, so why not? I even sent one or two  
requests myself.

When I finally met my Rice Facebook 
friends in person, I felt a certain level of com-
fort. The usual amount of awkwardness that 
comes with meeting someone new was less 
(although, I should mention, not completely 
erased) because we already knew some things 
about each other, even if it was just me know-
ing they liked musical theater or singing, or 
them knowing I love the Olympics and owls. 
It was easier to converse, as we were not truly 
strangers. A lot of the pressure was gone, and 
in its place was ease. Perhaps the best part was 
my advisors really getting a good snapshot of 

me as a person. They truly embodied my inter-
ests when making my O-Week pin, which in-
cluded a picture of an elegant owl, Usain Bolt 
and the Olympic rings on it, symbolizing my 
numerous Olympic-related statuses on Face-
book and photos of anything related to owls.

I have yet to meet everyone at Rice who I 
am Facebook friends with, and I only “know” 
some people from the Rice Class of 2016 
group,by meeting them in person, not by Face-
book friending them. Nevertheless, I feel that 
having class groups on Facebook is beneficial 
and necessary. In addition to exposure to their 
future peers, new students can ask questions, 
learn about different aspects of the school and 
see they are not the only ones who will soon 
start new lives as college students. If new stu-
dents go a step beyond the class page and be-
come Facebook friends with each other, they 
can arrive on campus in August relieved that 
they at least know a few people. Residential 
college O-Week and O-Week group pages help 
strengthen the advisor-advisee relationship, 
which is a special bond to have here at Rice. 
Advisors already know a lot about their new 
students by move-in day.

Class groups should be available for every 
matriculating class, and new students should 
not shy away from hitting the “send friend re-
quest” or “confirm” button. More often than 
not, great things can arise from it. 

      
                           Tina Nazerian is a  
                                          McMurtry College freshman.

Nothing “common” about O-Week 
summer Common Reading book

Facebook: a great new way to 
connect with future classmates 
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Mauricio Arreola-Garcia

Tina Nazerian

If new students go a step 
beyond the class page 
and become Facebook 
friends with each other, 
they can arrive on cam-
pus in August relieved 
that they at least know a 
few people. 

Party Patrol

Martel’s Don’t Mess With Texas

Rating Categories
Thresher 

Staff
Opinion

PRIVATE PARTIES C

INTANGIBLES
Perceived security, alcohol safety, any-

thing else that affected the night
B-

B+

B+

B

Student
 Body* 

Opinion

B

B+

B+

A-

B-

ATMOSPHERE
Theme, costume, participation, decor

OVERALL GRADE

MUSIC/DANCING
People getting freaky?

“Fun. Music could’ve been better. The sun-
deck is too small for so many dancers.”

“The DJ was terrible. There was no consis-
tency and the music only got good at the 
end, after most of the crowd left. I could 
have made a better mix on Spotify.”

“I kind of liked all the pauses in the songs.”

“Arguably more freshmen than mosquitoes.”

“Great beer garden.”

“It was Texas Trill. I loved it.”

*Based on a poll of 55 undergraduate students
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“We really want to encourage students who 
want to quit to think about doing that, [and] 
to consider the best way to go about quitting,” 
Page said. “Quitting smoking can be one of the 
hardest things to do, especially for somebody 
who has been doing it for a while.

 The goal of the program is to work with 
them and not to judge or shame them by any 
means.”

Geosciences graduate student Erhan 
Basaran said the new policy may also help 
smokers cut down on usage.

“About two years ago, Turkey established 
a policy where it was no longer OK to smoke 
indoors,” Basaran said. “A lot of people quit 
smoking then, and I think this will also help 
people who want to quit.”

Earth sciences graduate student Hamid 
Shahid said he did not like the policy, but it 
may cut down his smoking by force.

“I’m going to cut down on my smoking if 
I have to walk some place to smoke,” Earth 
sciences graduate student Hamid Shahid 
said. “But then again, I’m going to smoke two 
or three when I’m there, so maybe I won’t cut 
down.”

Some, like Jones College senior Chris Keller, 
view the policy and the societal pressures 
the regulations convey as a step in the right 
direction.

“I think it’s about time the university does 
something to reduce the amount of tobacco on 
campus and to sort of make it seem not like a 
social norm,” Keller said. “I really can’t think 
of any benefit for tobacco use, so just from a 
public health standpoint, I think this is the 
right direction for Rice.”

The ultimate effect this policy will have 
on tobacco use depends primarily on the 
enforcement, said philosophy graduate 
student Steven DeLay.

“I’ve noticed that currently, most people, 
even Rice staff, don’t use the designated 
areas,” DeLay said. 

“Until I get a fine and it seems like they’re 
actually going to start enforcing the policy,

“I’m probably just going to keep doing what 
I’m doing now.”

More information about the new policy and 
future changes to designated smoking zones 
may be found at http://www.rice.edu/tobacco-
free/.

by Dixita Viswanath
For the Thresher

Students at Rice University often have to ap-
ply through a rigorous process; now Rice is par-
ticipating in a series of endeavors to make college 
education available to the general public. 

Rice launched OpenStax College, which pro-
vides free e-textbooks for college courses to the 
general public, and became one of 12 new part-
ners with Coursera, a platform for universities to 
host courses online, this summer.

OpenStax College is a nonprofit agency start-
ed at Rice and led by professor of electrical and 
computer engineering Richard Baraniuk, accord-
ing to Vice President Provost for Interdisciplinary 
Initiative Caroline Levander said. 

Levander said she expects textbooks in biol-
ogy and anatomy to go live in early 2013. 

“The textbooks are professionally developed 
and are peer-reviewed by educators across the 
globe to ensure that they are accurate and meet 
the scope of requirements of modern college 
courses.” Levander said. 

Duncan College senior Melissa Moleres said 
the available free textbooks will help students. 

“The addition of such free textbooks is cru-
cial to expanding education in all areas. It is a 
great addition to both Rice and the community at 
large,” Moleres said.

Coursera is a platform for top universities 
to provide online courses to the general public. 
According to Coursera’s site, 16 universities cur-
rently provide courses via the platform, including 
Princeton University, Stanford University, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, Johns Hopkins University 
and Duke University.

These web-based courses will include video 
lectures with frequent quizzes to reinforce and 
test student understanding, Levander said. Rice’s 
pilot course offerings include courses in general 
chemistry, software programing, electrical en-
gineering, analytical chemistry and nanotech-
nologies. Levander said she expects the first Rice 
Coursera course to begin on Oct. 15 and will span 
eight weeks. 

Levander said that professors who chose to 
teach a Coursera course had to complete evalua-
tions and course instruction information by early 
fall. Levander said she expects that future Cours-
era courses will undergo an evaluation process 
to decide which courses and professors will be 
showcased in the e-learning format. 

Professors Scott Rixner and John Greiner, 
professors of Computer Science will jointly teach 
Coursera course COMP 160: An Introduction to 
Interactive Programming in Python. 

“This course is designed to help students 
with very little or no computing background 
learn the basics of building simple interactive 
applications,” Greiner said. “Our language of 
choice, Python, is an easy-to learn, high-level 
computer language that is used in many of the 
computational courses offered on Coursera. 
[…] The primary method for learning [will be] 
through designing web games.”

Rixner said he sees the future of e-learning 
as a varied learning style. 

“In the future, classes will be changed; stu-
dents can learn the lecture material through in-
teractive videos and will come to class for a dis-
cussion on the assigned material,” Rixner said.

This semester, COMP 160 is being taught us-
ing the online format. Greiner said that students 
are instructed to watch the videos on their own 
time and come to class to work on group proj-
ects applying what they learned. Class time will 
be focused on additional exercises to supple-
ment learning rather than a rehash of the sub-
ject, he said. 

Will Rice College freshman Victoria Dobbie 
said that online learning has its pitfalls as well 
as benefits. 

“The use of online courses is great in theory 
but is hard to find accurate assessments for stu-
dents,” Dobbie said. “How can we know that 
students online are gaining an equal education? 
If e-learning is as effective as classroom train-
ing, why are students studying at Rice?” 

Since 1999, Rice has been a leader in e-learn-
ing initiatives since the foundation of Connex-
ions, a dynamic digital classroom which features 
more than 17,000 learning modules in its archives 
and is used by over two million people per month, 
according to the Connexions website. It is cur-
rently used worldwide by universities, commu-
nity colleges, K-12 schools and distance learners 
according to the Connexions website.

To streamline these methods of digital learn-
ing, Rice is opening a new Rice Center for Digital 
Learning and Scholarship (RDLS). Levander said 
that RDLS is more than the sum of its parts; it pro-
vides means to bring Rice students and the out-
side population into original collaboration with 
each other in a vertically integrated manner. 

President David Leebron said that e-learning 
initiatives are an integral part of Rice’s future. 

“Rice’s increased involvement in digital 
learning is essential to our future, both to make 
sure that our teaching methodologies on cam-
pus are as effective as possible, and to make 
available of some parts of our educational 
output to interested and ambitious students 
around the world,” Leebron said.

Rice expands e-learning initiatives 0SMOKING
 from page 1

0MARTEL
 from page 1

“Upon hearing the concerns, we felt that they 
deserved an investigation,” Hutchinson said. 
“We have processes for following up on those in-
vestigations and processes for determining how 
to respond to what we learn from those investiga-
tions.”

Maria Caplan said she and her husband were 
shocked upon learning that they had to leave 
Martel immediately.

“This came out of completely nowhere,” Ma-
ria Caplan said. “We always looked at Martel as 
our family, as our home … Imagine being thrown 
out of your home.”

Hutchinson said personnel decisions regard-
ing RA appointments and other university staff 
positions are made independently of one an-
other.

“The position of Resident Associate and any 
other staff position in the university are both 
employment positions and are separate appoint-
ments,” Hutchinson said. 

Rice University Human Resources Policy No. 
411-93  on Discipline states that when adminis-
tering all disciplinary action, the seriousness and 
frequency of the offense, past records and cir-
cumstances are taken into consideration.

“Rice University expects that following basic 
standards of conduct will promote a high qual-
ity work environment and ensure responsible 
behavior,” the Rice website states. “The supervi-
sor should notify an employee whose job perfor-
mance is inadequate, explaining … the expecta-
tions for improvement. Because of the individual 
nature of each situation, Rice University reserves 
the right to impose discipline appropriate to the 
circumstances.” 

Hutchinson said that though personnel deci-
sions ultimately rest with him, the administration 
engaged in a careful and deliberative process in 
investigating the allegations against the Caplans.

“A lot of people weigh in on this. As a conse-
quence, there are lots of checks and balances in 
the university to make sure everyone is treated 
fairly,” Hutchinson said. “The university places 
a high priority on ensuring that we are fair, de-

liberative and consultative. We are confident 
when the time comes to make the decision that 
we have made a decision in the best interest of 
the students.”

Maria Caplan said she felt that she and her 
husband had been treated unfairly.

“We were guilty until proven innocent while 
they did their investigation,” Maria Caplan said. 

According to Maria Caplan, neither she nor 
her husband were given the opportunity to dis-
cuss the allegations made against them with 
Hutchinson. 

Hutchinson confirmed that he did not meet 
personally with the Caplans to discuss the alle-
gations made against them with them.

“There were multiple conversations with the 
Caplans by more than one member of the admin-
istration,” Hutchinson said. “I was not [one of 
those members].”

Maria Caplan said she had met with Associate 
Dean of Undergraduates Donald Ostdiek once, 
when she was in his offce on Aug. 17 and first re-
ceived the orders to leave Martel.

“We never had a chance to defend ourselves 
against accusations which led to our forced res-
ignation from the RA position and termination 
from my full time position at the Wellness Cen-
ter,” Maria Caplan said.

Maria Caplan said she felt that the allegations 
made regarding her RA position may have influ-
enced the status of her job at the Wellness Center.

“I was not rightfully terminated,” Maria Ca-
plan said. “I only received stellar reviews during 
my time at the Wellness Center. I’d just received a 
rave [review] from Dean Hutchinson stating what 
a wonderful job I had been doing at the Wellness 
Center, so I was really confused as to why a few 
allegations brought against me in the RA position 
would ever affect my Wellness Center position.”

Wellness Center Director Emily Page declined 
to comment on the situation.

According to Hutchinson, an RA appointment 
is considered separate from a university staff po-
sition.

“Each of [the positions] is evaluated separate-

ly and decisions can be made separately on those 
two cases,” Hutchinson said.

According to Maria Caplan, she was told she 
was terminated from her Wellness Center job be-
cause she had lost the trust of the deans.

“[I was told] the Deans do not have a level of 
confidence in my position to speak for the univer-
sity on the alcohol policy,” Maria Caplan wrote in 
a document obtained by The Thresher which she 
confirmed consists of information she believes to 
be true. “Also there seems to be a level of concern 
from students that I am not trustworthy.”

Maria Caplan said she believes that students 
may have raised the allegations in part because 
of her dual positions as an RA and Wellness Cen-
ter employee. According to Maria Caplan, she 
had voiced her opposition to the content of cer-
tain student presentations on the alcohol policy 
during O-Week.

“I think there may have been resentment from 
some students that I had two forms of power as 
an RA and as a representative from the Wellness 
Center at college meetings,” Maria Caplan said. 
“So I think it was a mentality of, ‘Get her before 
she gets us.’”

Martel President Katie Doody, Vice President 
Helene Dick and Chief Justice Nneoma Elendu 
declined to comment on the situation.

Hutchinson said he does not believe there will 
be any further consequences of the incident for 
Martel.

“I don’t actually see consequences other than 
any time new people join the college, they add a 
new sort of breath of life, and I think Martel has 
something to look forward to there,” Hutchinson 
said.

Maria Caplan said she also felt that she and 
her husband were unfairly targeted for their ac-
tions.

“We abide by Texas laws in not serving stu-
dents under 21 alcohol, but I think there is a kind 
of consensus on Rice culture that if a student 
under 21 is drinking responsibly and is drinking 
a beer, we, in our jobs as masters and as RAs, 
do not police them and rip the beer out of their 

hands,” Maria Caplan said. “We’re not supposed 
to serve students beers, which I never have. But 
we’re not RUPD.”

Masters Ted Temzelides and Beata Loch de-
clined to comment on the situation.

According to the Rice website, college RAs 
must live among the students, visibly participate 
in college life, organize intellectual, cultural and 
social college activities, and assist masters in 
running the college.

“RAs are agents of the university and occupy 
positions of authority as well as assume corre-
sponding ethical obligations,” the website states. 
“For example, RAs are never to provide alcohol 
to underage students or illegal substances to any 
students.”

“One of the primary roles for the RAs is to 
demonstrate leadership,” Hutchinson said. 
“We’re interested in our RAs assisting college 
government, modeling proper behavior and as-
sisting with problems as they arise.”

A student who wished to remain anonymous 
said Ed Caplan was intoxicated on campus.

“We were watching a movie at Martel when 
Ed knocked on our door,” the student said. “He 
opened it, but we didn’t invite him in. He was in-
toxicated. He offered us pizza, then he left.”

Martel sophomore Sean Kow said he had a 
positive impression of the Caplans while they 
were RAs at the college.

“They were really nice and super healthy,” 
Kow said. “I don’t know what could have hap-
pened that would have cost them their job.”

Martel sophomore Alex Espana said the Ca-
plans seemed accessible to students.

“They were really easy-going people,” Espana 
said. “The students always felt really comfortable 
around them, but whatever they did crossed the 
line with [at least] one student and that student 
took it to the Dean.”

Hutchinson said that the Martel community 
has demonstrated strength in this situation.

“Martel is going to thrive as a community 
even though this transition has been disruptive,” 
Hutchinson said.
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Program in Writing and Communications launches two initiatives
New freshman seminars focus on communications skillsCenter opens in Fondren to offer communications help

by Brooke Bullock
News Editor

The inaugural First-Year Writing Intensive 
Seminars are required for graduation for the class 
of 2016 and future classes. Incoming students are 
placed in either a FWIS 100 section or a FWIS sub-
ject course based on their score on the composi-
tion exam, instead of placing in or out of the Com-
munications 103 course of years past.

The change came after a committee conducting 
a study on Rice communication courses reported 
that more could be done,  according to Associate 
Dean of Undergraduates Matt Taylor.

The new initiative will be geared toward im-
proving not only writing, but also oral and visual 
communication skills, which are important to 21st-
century communication and education, Taylor 
said. Communications staff and some communi-
cations courses were integrated into the Program 
in Writing and Communications, Taylor said. 

Students who scored a “not satisfactory” on 
the composition exam were required to enroll in 
FWIS 100, a course intended to serve students 
with problems with sentence structure or students 
for whom English is a second language, Taylor 
said. Seventy students are currently enrolled in 
one of the 15-student FWIS 100 sections.

Students who received a “satisfactory” score 
on the composition exam could choose from a 
variety of FWIS classes capped at 15 students and 
taught by faculty members from a wide range of 
disciplines, Taylor said.

English professor and Faculty Director of the 
PWC Terrence Doody helped recruit and train pro-
fessors to teach FWIS courses. 

Faculty members proposed their own FWIS 
courses, which were then reviewed by Taylor and 
himself, Doody said. 

“The range of courses proposed is really some-
thing else,” Doody said. “That will make this more 
than just, ‘Oh God, freshman English.’ It will be 
an introduction for a lot of students to things that 
they would never have thought of as part of their 
education.”

According to Doody, current professors include 
professor of biochemistry and cell biology Kate 
Beckingham and professor of physics Brian Pad-
ley teaching The Body Against Itself: Autoimmune 
Disease and Diagnosis and Current Event Physics, 
respectively.

“We have faculty from physics, sociology, cell 
biology, and many other majors who are teaching 
writing courses at the FWIS level and hope that 
the word spreads throughout the faculty,” Doody 
said. “If this is going to work, we are going to have 
to have many more people like them from depart-
ments outside English, history and philosophy 
that always teach writing,”

According to Doody, faculty were required to 

attend workshops over the summer directed by 
him to prepare for teaching the FWIS courses. The 
workshops were especially helpful for younger 
faculty and faculty who had never taught a writ-
ing-centered course before, he said. 

Taylor said there were several guidelines to 
help plan a writing-intensive course set out by a 
faculty committee that reviewed the Rice com-
munications program. Writing assignments 
throughout the entire semester, assignments care-
fully integrated with course readings, required re-
writes, one on one time with professors to discuss 
critiques, class time spent discussing the process 
of writing, and at least one oral presentation were 
the general guidelines set out for faculty members, 
Taylor said.

Jones College freshman Adeene Denton said 
she was glad to see oral communication included 
in her course syllabus.

“I didn’t realize they make us do oral presenta-
tions, which is cool because I already communi-
cate better in writing,” Denton said.

Wiess College freshman Jinal Mehta said the 
quantity of writing involved in the FWIS classes 
will help her improve. 

“It’s different [from] what I ever had in high 
school,” Mehta said. “There are different kinds of 
writing assignments.”

According to Taylor, the FWIS courses will also 
provide all first-year students with a seminar-style 
course in hopes of creating student-professor con-
nections and encouraging students to be active in 
their own education. A small class size experience 
will help maintain the feeling of a small school, 
Taylor said.

One of the major concerns Taylor had going 
forward with the FWIS system was whether or 
not students would be able to register for their 
first- or second-choice courses. The freshman 
class was split into two semesters, with a group 
of 550 required to take a FWIS course in the fall 
and the other approximately 430 registering in the 
spring, Taylor said. Forty-two FWIS courses were 
offered for the fall semester, meaning a total of 630 
spots were available. A second session of a FWIS 
course on the Civil War had no enrollment and 
was dropped, while 23 sections are fully enrolled 
and another 10 have 12 to 14 seats full, Taylor said. 
Despite the extra seats, Taylor said he wants to poll 
students to see whether they received their first- or 
second-choice FWIS.

Denton said she was able to register for her 
first-choice FWIS course, “Graphic Novels and the 
Art of Communication.” 

“If I get to read about Wonder Woman, I’m in,” 
Denton said. 

Taylor said he and the faculty will continue to 
tweak the FWIS system throughout this year and 
for future years. 

“This is a pilot year,” Taylor said. “We will be 
constantly looking for feedback.”

by Brooke Bullock
News Editor

The Center for Written Oral and Visual Com-
munication is in its inaugural year as a commu-
nications support system for the Rice community.

The CWOVC can advise all Rice community 
members on clear communication of ideas for all 
types of presentations or written work, including 
course assignments, oral defenses and confer-
ence presentations, Director of the CWOVC Jenni-
fer Shade Wilson (Will Rice ’93) said. 

To reach the CWOVC, students go to http://
cwovc.rice.edu and log in with their NetIDs. 
Students then choose from a list of available ap-
pointment times with a CWOVC consultant. The 
consultants are undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents from a wide variety of majors who have had 
extensive training and will continue that training 
throughout the year, Wilson said. 

She recommended that students schedule an 
appointment 24 hours before an assignment is 
due to allow time to make revisions after the ses-
sion. According to Wilson, if no consultants are 
occupied, students may be able to walk into the 
CWOVC, but scheduling early is the only sure way 
to get an appointment with a consultant. Appoint-
ments are available between 8 a.m. and 12 a.m. 
during the week and last 40 minutes, Wilson said. 

She added that students may schedule ap-
pointments on the weekend if they would like, but 
the center recommends consultants not to sched-

ule appointments on Saturdays. 
According to Wilson, the center is meant to 

serve as a resource to improve communication 
skills overall and help students to better relay 
their ideas rather than be a simple fix-it shop. 

“We can always improve the way we commu-
nicate our ideas, and people at Rice have such 
great ideas,” Wilson said.  

Brown College senior and Head Academic Fel-
low Jose Malave said writing is important to all 
majors but does not often receive enough atten-
tion.

“It is something that the entire student body 
will benefit from,” Malave said. “I am glad that we 
finally have a place like the writing center because 
writing is a life skill that we will always need and 
can always improve upon.”

Lovett College senior Nivriti Chowdhry said 
the CWOVC will be helpful in courses she takes 
outside her major. 

“I’m a [mathematical economic analysis] ma-
jor and love taking classes in other departments 
like art history and psychology. I tend to second-
guess my writing, so I really like having another 
set of eyes go over it,” Chowdhry said.

Chowdhry, an academic fellow at Lovett, said 
she and other mentors will be recommending that 
students use the CWOVC. 

“Some of our fellows are actually going to be 
working for them,” Chowdhry said. “So intention-
ally or not, I’ll end up asking someone who works 
there for help.”
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Rice University

“William Marsh Rice: The Man and His Legacy”
Date: Aug. 14, 2012 - Nov. 04, 2012
Time: Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Heritage Society at Sam Houston Park, 1100 Bagby St.

The exhibit tells the life story of Rice University founder William Marsh Rice. Contain-
ing a collection of rare documents, photographs and archived items, the exhibit high-
lights Rice’s business relationships, how he built his fortune, the vision he had for the 
Rice Institute and his murder. The exhibit is guest curated by Lee Pecht, head of special
collections at the Woodson Research Center.

“Vera Prasilova Scott Portraiture Collection”
Date: Sept. 4, 2012 - Dec. 28, 2012
Time: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Bank of America building, 700 Louisiana St.

The exhibit showcases the professional portraiture of Vera Prasilova Scott, as well as 
photographic prints, glass plate negatives, and other equipment and supplies dating 
from 1926 to 1937. Houston- and Rice University-related subjects include the Lovett, 
Baker, Blaffer, Cullinan, Wiess, Hutcheson, Autrey and Sharp families. Prasilova was 
the wife of Rice Institute physicist Arthur F. Scott. The couple moved to Houston in 
1926, where Prasilova opened a photography studio on San Jacinto Street, becoming 
well-known for her portraits. Her clients included local, social and political families, 
visiting celebrities and Rice faculty. Prasilova’s work is in the permanent collections 
of the Portland Museum of Art, Portland, Ore. and the Museum of Czech Literature in 
Prague, Czechoslovakia.

“The Rice Institute: Planning, Construction, Opening and the 
First 10 Years”
Date: Sept. 29, 2012 - Nov. 10, 2012
Time: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Wednesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Houston Public Library, Julia Ideson Building, 550 McKinney St.

The display includes photographs, news articles, artifacts, letters, Rice Institute 
records,and memorabilia that document the development of the Rice Institute.
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Houston venues showcase exhibits inspired by Rice Centennial
By Christine Jeon

Thresher Staff

Graphic by ELEna LacEy
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West Nile bites Houston, precautions taken
by Joey Capparella

Thresher StaFF

“Fight the bite!” is the slogan of Houston’s offi-
cial West Nile virus prevention campaign, prompt-
ed by an increased number of West Nile cases in 
the past few months.

The City of Houston Health and Human Ser-
vices Department has reported 20 cases of West 
Nile in Houston for 2012, three of which resulted in 
death. All three deaths were patients over 55 years 
of age. 

West Nile is a mosquito-borne virus that can 
cause swelling of the brain or lining of the brain 
or spinal cord, as reported in a Health and Hu-
man Services Department fact sheet.

The Health and Human Services Department 
has kept records of West Nile cases in Harris Coun-
ty since 2002, when more than 75 cases of West 
Nile were reported.

The Houston Chronicle reported that the 
outbreak in Dallas this year is even more seri-
ous; with more than 200 reported cases and 10 
deaths, the city has declared a Public Health 
Emergency.

The nationwide Center for Disease Control 
also keeps records of human West Nile cases. By 
the CDC’s count, Texas is the state with the high-
est number of human cases and deaths this year 
with 537 and 19, respectively. Mississippi has the 
next-highest number of cases at 79. With 1,118 
cases and 41 deaths nation-wide, Texas makes 
up nearly 50 percent of all cases and deaths in the 
United States.

Baylor College of Medicine Associate Professor 
of Pediatrics and Tropical Medicine Kristy Murray 
does research on the West Nile virus and how it 
affects humans.

Murray said that the increased cases in Texas 
this year can be attributed to climate conditions.

“The hotter it gets, the more quickly the vi-
rus replicates in the mosquitoes,” Murray said. 
“Along with the severe drought, the mild winter, 
and the rain in the spring, these climate condi-
tions created a perfect storm for the virus infec-
tion to occur.”

Harris Country Department of Public Health 
Media Specialist Martha Marquez said that the 
first West Nile positive mosquito in Harris County 
this year was found in late May. Preventative mos-
quito spraying by Harris County 
Mosquito Control began immedi-
ately afterward in early June.

“We have a surveillance con-
trol program with traps through-
out the county. Mosquitoes from 
these traps are then brought into 
a laboratory where they are tested 
for West Nile,” Marquez said. 
“Once the positive cases are iden-
tified, spraying occurs in desig-
nated areas.”

Marquez said that the spray kills mosquitoes 
upon contact, and that ground spraying is cur-
rently continuing throughout Harris County. 

An email was sent from Vice President for Ad-
ministration Kevin Kirby to the Rice community 
on Aug. 22 noting the Harris County spraying and 
detailing steps for prevention. Advice in the email 
included staying indoors at dawn and dusk, wear-
ing loose, long-sleeved shirts and pants and using 
insect repellents that contain DEET, Picardin, oil 
of lemon eucalyptus or IR3535.

Brown College junior Shaurya Agarwal said 
that he has noticed fewer mosquitoes on-campus 
this year.

“After that infestation that we had last year, 
I haven’t noticed them being particularly bad on 
campus this year,” Agarwal said. “I also think that 
people are being more careful because of the talk 
about West Nile. I’ve seen people using bug spray 
more often.”

Director of Rice Health Services Dr. Mark Jen-
kins said that the Rice campus should have a low 
risk rate for West Nile-carrying mosquitoes and 
that there have been no reported cases among 
Rice students this year.

“Especially with how well the grounds are kept 
at Rice, West Nile has a low chance of spreading 
on campus,” Jenkins said. “West Nile is typically 
found in areas with less upkeep, so the grounds-
keepers have been working to eliminate stand-

ing water and other mosquito breeding 
grounds on-campus.”

by Molly Chiu
Local Editor

Transportation for government workers 
in Houston just got a bit greener. Last week, 
Houston joined with Zipcar to start a citywide 
electric vehicle fleet-sharing program called 
Houston Fleet Share. The program will allow 
government workers to share the use of 50 
currently existing city-owned environmental-
ly-friendly cars, according to Zipcar Universi-
ty and Fleet Share General Manager Michael 
Serafino.

Houston Fleet Share, which will include 
more than 300 city employees, will join the 
city’s already extensive environmentally-
friendly car network of electric, hybrid and 
other battery-powered vehicles. Houston’s 
800 hybrid vehicles currently in use by city 
workers make up the third-largest municipal 
fleet of hybrid cars in the United States, ac-
cording to the Houston Chronicle.

The cars will be equipped with Zipcar 
FastFleet technology, which will allow govern-
ment workers to make reservations to use a Zip-
car online, according to a Zipcar press release.

“This program is the first of its kind, fund-
ed by the State Energy Conservation Office 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
Transportation Program, and is designed to 
help the City of Houston improve efficiency, 
promote sustainability and save money — all 
without sacrificing employee mobility,” the 
Zipcar press release stated.

Zipcar started in 2000 in Cambridge, Mass. 
and now has 11,000 vehicles in the U.S., Can-
ada and Europe, according to Serafino. He 
said Zipcar’s mission is to reduce the amount 
of cars on the road.

“A survey by Frost and Sullivan found that 
every car shared takes 15 personally owned 
vehicles off the road and found that vehicle 
miles traveled per drive is reduced almost 40 
percent when car owners switch to car-shar-
ing,” Serafino said.

Additional benefits to car-sharing include 
less traffic, shorter commutes and more avail-
able parking spots, according to Serafino. 

Zipcar began a car-sharing program at 
Rice in 2008, and there are five cars on cam-
pus for members to use, Serafino said.

Serafino said he thought car-sharing was 

an economical option for college students.
“Zipcar frees parents and students from 

the significant cost of car ownership, includ-
ing car payments, parking, gas and insur-
ance for a car that would otherwise sit 
idle for as much as 90 percent of the time 
or more,” Serafino said.

Brown College junior Simone Martin 
uses Zipcar at Rice and said 
she thinks it is a good driv-
ing option.

“It allows people 
who don’t have cars to 
drive when they need to, 
instead of relying on 
other people all the 
time,” Martin 
said. “Plus, 
it’s not too 
expensive 
either, at 
about 
$10 per 
hour.”

City of Houston goes green with Zipcar program

WEST NILE FAQs

■■■ What is West Nile? 

A mosquito-borne virus that can 
cause swelling of the brain or of the 
lining of the brain or spinal cord.

■■■ Are Rice students at risk? 

Not really. West Nile is more preva-
lent among the elderly, and West 
Nile-infected mosquitoes are most-
ly found around standing water in 
natural areas with little upkeep.

■■■ What are the symptoms? 

Possible symptoms include fever, 
headache, neck stiffness, fatigue, 
stupor, disorientation, tremors, 
convulsions, muscle weakness, vi-
sion loss, numbness and paralysis.

■■■ Is Rice doing anything about it? 

Yes. Rice groundskeepers have 
been working to eliminate stand-
ing water and other potential mos-
quito breeding grounds.

■■■ What can I do to avoid West Nile? 

Various tips include staying in-
doors at dawn or dusk, wearing 
loose, long-sleeved shirts and 
pants, and using insect repellents.

According to researchers at the Bay-
lor College of Medicine, the West Nile 
virus can sometimes become a long-term 
illness with lingering symptoms.

Rice bioengineering Ph.D. student 
Meaghan Bond has been living with 
West Nile for almost 10 years. She said 
she first contracted the disease in 2003 
when she was 15 years old at a summer 
camp in Tyler, Texas.

“At first, I was tested for everything 
from lupus to lyme disease to thyroid 
disorders,” Bond said. “In 2007, I found 
a doctor in Lubbock who had had West 
Nile himself. He recognized my symp-
toms, and when I was tested for West 
Nile, it came back positive.”

Bond said that she still suffers from 
headaches, fatigue and a weak immune 
system. She works with Kristy Murray at 
BCM as a participant in a case study of 
more than 200 West Nile patients.

Murray, an Associate Professor of Pe-
diatrics and Tropical Medicine, said that 
her research focuses on the lingering ef-
fects of West Nile.

“[West Nile] can create a chronic and 
debilitating disease in some cases,” Mur-
ray said. “Because the acute phase of the 
virus attacks the central nervous system, 
it can create potential long-term, inva-
sive outcomes like kidney disease.”

Murray said that another goal of the 
case study is to identify patients earlier 
on in the diagnosis.

“Typically people aren’t diagnosed 
with West Nile until a few weeks into the 
infection,” Murray said. “We’re trying to 
encourage more doctors to test for West 
Nile because many of them don’t.”

represents one person 
infected by West Nile Virus

West Nile infects 
long-term
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elena lacey/thresher

courtesy meaghan bond

Meaghan Bond
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DANTE ZAKHIDOV/THRESHER

Defender Rachel Petmecky and goalkeeper Andie Obermeyer vie for the 
ball during  a practice game. MATHISON INGHAM/THRESHER

MATHISON INGHAM/THRESHER

MATHISON INGHAM/THRESHER

Forward Holly Hargreaves extends an arm in an attempt to fend 
off midfielder/defender Hannah Thompson. 

Midfielder/defender Kasey McKenney dribbles down the field. While playing a practice game against her own teammates, forward/defender Amy Beger launches the ball into the air with one powerful kick.

Players push the ball back over the net at 
Saturday’s game. 



@soccer Rice women’s soccer boasting 
three players on the pre-season conference team 
makes for quite a threat, especially with the addi-
tion of freshmen talent. 

@volleyball Winning their season 
opener against the Air Force Academy bodes well 
for the Women’s Volleyball team, which will be 
taking on some fierce competitors at Tudor. 

@football Starting this season off big 
against powerhouse UCLA, the Rice football 
team will keep the stadium lively this fall. DANTE ZAKHIDOV/THRESHER

MATHISON INGHAM/THRESHER

MATHISON INGHAM/THRESHER

MATHISON INGHAM/THRESHER

While playing a practice game against her own teammates, forward/defender Amy Beger launches the ball into the air with one powerful kick.

Members of both offence and defence practice blocking in preparation for the start of the new season. 

Quarterback Taylor McHargue attempts to complete a pass to 
tight end Taylor Cook.

Players push the ball back over the net at 
Saturday’s game. 

LAYOUT 
BY CLAIRE 
ELESTWANI



Friday, august 31, 2012    |   12

OP 
ED

OEd

FEATURES
opinions  
EDITORIALS

SSPORT
LOCAL

NEWS

p
EDITORIAL

The next room on this back-to-school journey 
to find exceptional rooms around campus was lo-
cated up the Central stairs to Jones 356. 

Ben Lewis, a sophomore, greeted me at the 
stairwell with a welcoming handshake. We as-
cended the staircase to the third level and walked 
into his four-man suite. Inside, a few other non-
suite members were comfortably hanging out, and 
it became immediately evident that this room was 
a social hub. 

The other suitemates included sophmores 
Hersh Agrawal, Ethan Ardern and Jess “Stacy” 
Dalton. Last year, the four lived in neighboring 
doubles and got along so well they entered the 
draw for a suite. Since nearly all of the sopho-
mores wanted the central suites, the final decision 
was made during a heated room draw. These boys 
drew the long straw. 

Quirky posters cover their walls, ranging from 
Arnold Schwarzenegger to Albert Einstein. 

“We went poster crazy,” Ardern said. 
As a suite tradition, before one of the suit-

emates takes a shower, they all strike a pose 
similar to the mighty Schwarzenegger’s to remind 
themselves that they too can someday become  
governators. 

The furnishings are comfortable, with a few 
couches and a coffee table. Dual mini-refrigerators 
and a small bar are located near the back of the 
common room. This same room also boasts an im-
pressive 32-inch TV hooked up to a Wii and Xbox 
360. Perched on some worn bookshelves stands a 
Rubik’s cube signed by Erno Rubik himself, a keep-
sake from Lewis’ time on the cube team in high 
school. Also present are assorted board games 
and a K’Nex beer pong trebuchet taken from an  
engineering competition.

While the individual rooms are considerably 
more austere, they are not without surprises. 
Nestled under one of the beds lay a little hedgehog 
named Charlie. He was, unfortunately, very sleepy 
so he was not in the mood to come out and play.

One more trinket included a toy horse named 
Spirit, whom Ethan rode for all of Martel’s “Don’t 
Mess with Texas” party. 

“Its name is Rainbow! I got it,” Agrawal said, 
and an argument quickly ensued.

These men tend to open the room up on most 
weekends and use it as a social space in conjunc-
tion with the Jones president’s room. Take some 
time, meet one of these friendly men and maybe 
try a new drink; third central will be waiting. 

Alex Bisberg
Thresher Staff

The journey to explore Rice’s most imprs-
esive rooms continues anew this year with a 
whirlwind tour of newly settled spaces. Like 
most Saturday nights on campus, this tour be-
gins at Lovett College.

Walking out onto the open balcony of Lovett 
College’s second floor is always a great way to 
meet new people, and this suite had some of the  
friendliest people yet. 

The suitemates of Lovett 217 said they all lived 
together last year and became such good friends 
that they decided to remain roommates. 

“Just get a group of really good friends and 
stick with them,” sophomore Zack Timmons said.

Another attribute that makes this suite an 
open and social place is its “open door poli-
cy,” which welcomes all passerby into their  
common room.

Upon entering this classic Lovett quad, it was 
obvious something was different. The front room 
is completely cleared of beds and instead con-
tains three leather couches, a 32-inch TV and a 
bumping sound system, while two refrigerators 
and a bar clutter the back corner. 

A set of Sony surround-sound speakers plays 
tunes clear as a fresh mountain stream, and the 
10-inch Polk Audio subwoofer turns this little 
river into a raging waterfall. The men explained 
that when it was time to dance or have people 
in the suite, they usually try to keep the vibe re-
laxed by leaving the furniture in the room. 

Eye-catching, framed images accentuate 
the walls of this suite. Sophomore Sal Tijerina 
pointed out signed posters from the band The 
Tontons and Lance Armstrong after his 2004 
Tour de France win. A full-size wooden cutout of 
the Batman villain Two-Face, leftover from last 
year’s Casino party, cuts an imposing figure near 
the doorway.

The main living quarters of these Lovetteers is 
behind the suite’s common room. Two sets of bunk 
beds line an island of desks. The setup seemed like 
an office space combined with a dorm room. 

“There [are] people who have bets when we 
will break up,” sophomore Landon Blair said. 

While the bedroom is somewhat crowded, 
these men feel the empty common room is  
more valuable.

To maximize space, their dressers are 
lined up end-to-end on the wall opposite 
the couches and form one long shelf. Board 
games such as Risk were on the shelves, along 
with a Nintendo 64, Wii, Playstation 3 and 
Xbox 360. One katana stands guard over the 
row of dressers, with its counterpart due to  
arrive soon. 

Second-floor Lovett is a very social 
place, and these gentlemen plan to keep it 
that way. They are looking forward to the 
Eurotrash party this weekend and giving 
their subwoofer a good workout. Looks like 
these friends have found some of that “un-
conventional wisdom” we have been hear-
ing about and can look forward to a great  
year to come. 

Not all move-in days are created the same

Jones Central keeps it quirkyAt Duncan, size does matter 
It was easy to tell that this suite should 

be ranked above the average Rice Univer-
sity room because an electronic doorbell has 
already been mounted outside the door. I 
tapped the white plastic button and peered 
into the small circular window. Duncan Col-
lege junior Lidja Wilhelm’s plaid-covered arm 
reached to open the door to suite 4D. 

The hallways of this L-shaped closed suite 
were decked with bookshelves, refrigerators 
and nearly every accommodation one could 
imagine. As Wilhelm explains, four of the six 
suitemates lived off campus last year, so many 
of them brought extra furniture they had pur-
chased for their apartments. 

Moving into the common room, a dominant 
100-inch high-definition projection of the vid-
eo game FIFA 2012 covers an entire wall. 

“The secret was a lot of double-sided tape,” 
Wilhelms said. 

Junior Gage Wright, another suitemate, was 
the mastermind behind this contraption. He con-
structed wooden mounts for both the screen and 
projector and stuck them to the wall and ceiling 
using Command Strips and double-sided tape. 

Three couches of a few different sizes added 
a comfortable and aesthetically pleasing feel to 
the common room. Towering above the rest of 
the room stood a lofted bed for the stranded off-
campus soul in need of a warm sleeping place.

Artwork and decor were also important as-
pects of this crib. A Rice “R” Texas flag hung as 
the centerpiece of the common room under the 
lofted bed. Scooped-out rounded chairs sit in 
front of the projector screen, and a quirky IKEA 
light recalled the image of a sea anemone. Even 
the bathroom was adorned with a custom shower 
curtain and wall art. Some of senior Taryn Al-
ford’s very own artwork covered the walls, add-
ing a personal touch to this room.

Wright ingeniously connected an extra metal 
backing to the back of the towel rack and then 
attached it to the wall with Command Strips; an 
easy fix for a tight budget. Lofted beds are known 
to be notoriously flimsy, so for $27 the suite pur-
chased a metal support cable from Target. For a 
small price, these suitemates added some neces-
sary stability to their bed set. 

Another fun idea from the suite is the penalty 
jar. Whenever someone forgets his or her key, 
breaks something or violates one of the suite 
rules, he must put a certain fine into the jar. 

Such a well organized room could not have 
been created without the obvious chemistry be-
tween these Duncaroos. 

“It’s a cool suite. We have a lot of fun,” 
 Alford said. 

Senior Chris Hurd and junior Matt Kaufman 
focused intently on the FIFA game on the pro-
jection screen in front of them. Shouts and roars 
erupt at pivotal moments. In the end, Joe Hart, 
the Manchester United goalkeeper, made a diving 
save during a penalty shootout to end the game. I 
made my exit just as the rematch was beginning.

Kay RodRiguez/thResheR

toRi LaxaLt/thResheR Kay RodRiguez/thResheR
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by Bhagwat Kumar
Sports Editor

The Rice Owls football team opened its 
season in a dramatic, albeit disappointing 
fashion last night, losing a hard-fought con-
test to the University of California, Los Ange-
les, at Rice Stadium by a final score of 49-24. 

The game, televised nationally on CBS 
Sports Network and attended by a surpris-
ingly large home crowd, was characterized by 
ups and downs for an Owls squad that is still 
developing its identity as a team. 

Despite the lopsided final score, the Owls 
displayed offensive prowess and flashes of 
stellar defensive play marred by an occasion-
ally porous rushing defense and propensity 
to allow big plays.

The first 6:30 of the game could not have 
been more disastrous for the Owls. The of-
fense stalled to the tune of 12 total plays for 
a combined 30 yards in its first three drives, 
including consecutive three-and-outs. 

The defense faced struggles of its own, 
allowing three UCLA touchdowns on its first 
five plays. 

The Bruins scored on their very first snap 
of the game courtesy of a 72-yard touchdown 
run by freshman quarterback Brett Hundley, 
on his first NCAA snap no less, and piled on 
three plays later with a 74-yard touchdown 
pass to running back Jonathan Franklin; the 
Bruins were ahead 19-0 after only having had 
possession for a little over three minutes. 

The lone bright spot for the Owls in this 
stretch was junior linebacker Cameron 
Nwosu, who blocked the first two extra point 
attempts by the Bruins and a third later in the 
first half. 

However, just as the game appeared to be 
spiraling out of the control for the Owls, they 
were able to battle back with a crisp 75-yard 
touchdown drive that spanned six plays and 
slightly over two minutes. 

While the drive opened with the Owls 
snapping the ball directly to running back 
Jeremy Eddington, quarterback Taylor McH-
argue quickly resumed control of the offense 
and directed the drive masterfully, leading 
the Owls to their first score; the effort was 
followed shortly by a 53-yard Chris Boswell 
field goal to make the score 19-10. 

On the other side of the ball, a revitalized 
Owls defense clamped down on the Bruins, 
forcing them to two consecutive three-and-
outs, followed by senior defensive end Jared 
Williams recovering a muffed punt by UCLA 
senior Dalton Hilliard to end the first quarter. 

The second quarter saw the two offenses 
really start to light it up, as the teams com-
bined for 30 points, including 14 from the 
Owls in a performance that supported the 
preseason hype surrounding the retooled of-
fense. The scoring was truly explosive, char-
acterized more by big plays than consistent 
drives.

For the Owls, most of the damage was 
done by quarterback Taylor McHargue in a 
virtuoso performance in which he accounted 
for 237 yards of total offense in the half, as 

well as all three of Rice’s touchdowns. McH-
argue also displayed impressive chemistry 
with senior slot receiver Sam McGuffie, as 
the pair connected on a two-yard touchdown 
near the end of the quarter to make the score 
29-24 in UCLA’s favor.   

 Unfortunately, the second quarter also 
saw the Owls once again fall prey the big 
play, as Franklin was able to rip off a 78-yard 
touchdown run with 3:36 left in the half to 
give the Bruins a 29-17 advantage. 

Franklin had 169 yards in the first half on 
just 8 carries, including two plays of longer 
than 70 yards. The 169 yards gave Franklin 
his 11th career 100-yard rushing game, plac-
ing him seventh all-time in UCLA history. 

The Bruins’ second touchdown of the 
quarter came in a disastrous turn of events 
with just 17 seconds left in the half. 

With McHargue on the sideline tending to 
an injury, backup quarterback Driphus Jack-
son fumbled the ball and Damien Holmes re-
turned it for a UCLA touchdown, putting the 
Bruins ahead 35-24 going into halftime. 

Sam McGuffie led the Owls in receiving 
over the first two quarters by contributing six 
catches for 47 yards and a touchdown. 

McHargue formed the heart of the Owls’ 
offense in the first half, battling through big 
hits and spotty pass protection to lead the 
team in both rushing and passing to keep the 
Owls in the game. 

The half also saw Nwosu tie an NCAA re-

cord for three blocked kicks in a half after he 
blocked his third extra point attempt of the 
night.

The third quarter saw both teams regress 
offensively, with the defenses tightening up 
and not allowing a single point in the period. 
However, the Bruins started driving as the 
quarter came to an end, scoring with 12:50 
left in the contest to go up 41-24 after a failed 
2-point conversion attempt. 

The Bruins then scored again with 8:37 
left in the game, this time successfully con-
verting the 2-point attempt, taking the lead 
49-24 and effectively ending the Owls’ night. 

UCLA head coach Jim Mora, having failed 
in his bid to maintain an NFL coaching job, 
concluded his first game with the team by 
aggressively attempting to drive up the score 
even after amassing a 25 point lead.

Despite the disappointing result, there 
were several positive takeaways from the 
game for the Owls. 

The defense, despite showing a disturb-
ing proclivity for allowing big plays, looked 
encouraging at various points in the game, 
rendering the Bruins offense helpless for 
stretches in the first and third quarters. 

However, the issue for the defense was in-
consistency, which is to be expected with the 
team transitioning to a new 3-4 defense un-
der defensive coordinator Chris Thurmond. 

Williams was also every bit the force he 
was expected to be, recovering a fumble and 

adding a sack for good measure. Nwosu was 
also extremely active on defense and special 
teams. 

Still, big plays are called so for a reason, 
as despite having possession for 35 of the 60 
minutes of the game and holding a 52-27 ad-
vantage in total plays through three quarters, 
the Owls never led in the game thanks to the 
huge plays the Bruins were able to convert. 

Additionally, McHargue looked extremely 
impressive passing and running, especially 
in the first half, and flashed some impres-
sive chemistry with McGuffie, a connection 
the two will look to build upon as the year 
continues. 

A potential concern for the Owls could be 
the play of the offensive line, which at times 
left little time for McHargue to operate. 

Overall, it was an inconsistent start to the 
season for the Owls, and the team will need 
to learn from its mistakes last night while 
maintaining focus on the positives in order to 
prepare for next week’s game against Kansas. 

While this season still has the potential 
to mark the end of the rebuilding period that 
has lasted the past three seasons, the team 
still has work to do going forward.

The potential of the squad is still formi-
dable, as shown by the excellent stretches 
of play it put together against UCLA, but the 
group must still come together as a unit to 
truly tap into its potential, and the next few 
weeks will go a long way toward doing so. 

Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports
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Friday, Aug. 31
Women’s Volleyball vs. Lousiana State University 
10 a.m. — Fox Gym at Tudor Fieldhouse 

Women’s Volleyball vs. Purdue University 
5 p.m. — Fox Gym at Tudor Fieldhouse

Women’s Soccer vs. Texas Christian University
7 p.m. — Rice Soccer Stadium

OWLOOK
This Week in Sports

Saturday, Sept. 1
Women’s Volleyball vs. University of Washington 
11 a.m. — Fox Gym at Tudor Fieldhouse

Sunday, Sept. 2
Women’s Soccer vs. Texas State University
7 p.m. — Rice Soccer Stadium

Tuesday, Sept. 4
Women’s Volleyball vs. Sam Houston State University 
7 p.m. — Tudor Fieldhouse

Senior Sam McGuffie fights for extra yards in the Rice Owls season opener aginst the University of California, Los Angeles. The Owls lost 49-24.

Mathison inGhaM/thresher

Owls fall behind early, unable to come back
Offense gets hot early, stalls in second half as porous rushing defense allows big plays
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by  Teddy Grodek
Thresher Staff

The Rice Owls lived up to their preseason 
billing last week as one of the top teams in the  
Conference USA. Coming off a disappointing 
loss to Baylor University in the season opener, 
the ladies proved themselves with their follow-
ing two matches.

First the Owls traveled to Baton Rouge to 
take on Louisiana State University – a team 
that could be a contender for the SEC title. De-
spite pouring rain in the second half, a record 
2,500 fans attended the game.

Freshman Holly Hargreaves scored the 
opening goal of the contest in the 16th minute, 
blasting a shot from outside the box to put the 
Owls up 1-0.

“Holly hit a laser and that gave us a lot of 
momentum,” Head Coach Nikki Adams said. “I 
thought we did a really good job in the first half 

of keeping possession of the ball.”
In the second half, senior Lauren LaGro 

nailed the post on a shot that would have given 
the Owls a 2-0 lead. Then LSU tied the contest 
in the 74th minute, pushing it into overtime. 
The Tigers and Owls tied 1-1.

The next Sunday, in Lake Charles, the Owls 
defeated the McNeese State Cowboys 2-0 for 
their first victory.

In the second half, senior Julia Barrow 
found freshman Lauren Hughes inside the box,  
hit a shot from 10 yards out. Rice had a 19-5 ad-
vantage in shots in the game.

Goalkeeper Amy Czyz was named C-USA 
Defender of the Week for her efforts in the two 
games, including career-high eleven saves 
against LSU. 

The Owls take on Texas Christian University 
today and Texas State University on Sunday at 
Rice Stadium, two teams which are both capa-
ble of testing this young Owls squad. 

Soccer validates C-USA rank

MATHISON INGHAM/THreSHer

The Rice Women’s soccer team practices in anticipation of their upcoming games. 
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 Like most Americans, my introduction to 
professional cycling was following Lance Arm-
strong win the Tour de France. Then win it again. 
Then again, and again, and again and so on.

And, like most Americans, I watched as al-
legations accusing him of using performance 
enhancing drugs accumulated. 

So when Armstrong recently gave up his le-
gal battle against the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency, 
and in doing so criticized the fairness of the 
process, my reactions to his statement varied 
with time. 

First, I found myself feeling indifferent — not 
about performance enhancing drugs (it’s a topic 
I feel very strongly about), but about the result 

of the proceedings. My mind had been made up 
about Lance Armstrong and there was little that 
could come forward in this case to change it. I 
was simply disinterested. 

But, despite my disinterest, I noticed the 
statements and the headlines after Lance decid-
ed to end his lawsuit. And from these stemmed 
concern about the impact on the anti-doping 
effort going forward. Only time will tell to what 
extent Armstrong succeeded in branding the 
USADA as incompetent, or worse, as unfair and 
agenda-driven. 

The case has frayed some political unity be-
tween the various anti-doping and regulatory or-
ganizations. Furthermore, Armstrong’s defense 
was that he couldn’t receive a fair ruling, as the 
victim of a corrupt bureaucracy. 

While I may not know whether the process is 
in need of an overhaul, Armstrong’s defense sets 
a dangerous precedent that could be employed 
by future athletes with cases against them. He 
changed the perception of the USADA from dog-
gedly persistent pursuers of justice to vindictive 
investigators who would never stop harassing 
him. If Armstrong’s portrayal of the USADA be-
comes public perception, it could damage the 

legitimacy of the agency.
I was left with an all-too-familiar emptiness. 

It’s an emptiness that is attached to many of my 
childhood sports memories. I grew up with per-
formance enhancing drugs; I was a young boy 
living outside of Chicago during the home run 
race between Sammy Sosa and Mark McGwire 
and an Astros fan before Roger Clemens and 
Andy Pettitte arrived. I remember when Marion 
Jones was one of the most recognizable faces of 
track and field and when Shawne Merriman was 
one of the most exciting and dangerous defen-
sive players in the National Football League. 

Each of those athletes has either admitted to 
using banned substances, been convicted of us-
ing them or been enveloped by the black cloud 
of suspicion and circumstantial evidence.  

The characteristics that caused us to admire 
them are tempered by the fact that they cheated. 
Yes, they cheated in an age of cheaters, but they 
still cheated. 

There may not be an athlete who fits this two-
faced mold better than Lance Armstrong. On the 
one hand, he’s a courageous cancer survivor, a 
fierce competitor who achieved unmatched su-
premacy (even as all of those around him were 

doping) and a philanthropist. At the same time, 
he may be the sport’s most clever drug cheat and 
an unrepentant liar.  

Even though many athletes have had crown-
ing achievements left hindered by performance-
enhancing drugs, NCAA sports, although 
plagued by other controversies, have remained 
somewhat immune. The NCAA has a strict test-
ing and suspension policy: A first-time positive 
test is a year suspension and a second offense 
ends a player’s collegiate career. 

But when was the last time there was a sus-
pension of a big-name player, or multiple play-
ers at a big-name programs? A Google search for 
“NCAA Performance Enhancing Drug Suspen-
sion” brings up more results about the MLB and 
the NFL than about any college issues. 

The idealist in me wants to believe that it’s 
because performance-enhancing drugs really 
aren’t a problem in collegiate athletics. But the 
cynic who grew up in the age of PEDs has a hard 
time accepting it.

The greatest cost on us is incurred by those 
who choose to cheat with drugs, and in doing so  
make honest athletes subject to the same suspi-
cions and questioning. 

 Gabe  Cuadra

The Fifth Lap

by Ian Chiang 
For The Thresher 

The start of the 2012 women’s cross country 
season begins today with the Houston Invita-
tional. Last season was solid, but it that fell short 
of immense preseason expecations that included 
the possibility of a first-place finish in Confer-
ence USA. The team still finished strong in third 
place behind tough competition from Southern 
Methodist University and the University of Tulsa 
at the 2011 C-USA Cross Country Championships, 

led by the senior trio of Becky Wade, Allison Pye 
and Halsey Fowler. Wade came in fifth place at the 
championships, followed by Pye in sixth. Fowler 
finished the race in 17th place out of 92 runners. 
Wade and Pye were both named to the C-USA All-
Conference First Team, and Fowler was awarded 
recognition in the Third Team. 

The team went on to the NCAA South Central 
Regional in Waco, Texas with high aspirations 
However, the women missed a third-place finish 
by one point and were thus unable to advance fur-
ther. However, Wade was able to qualify individu-

ally, going on to finish in 23rd out of 254 to end her 
decorated career as an Owl.

Entering the 2012 season, the team has lost 
three of its top five runners from last year in Wade, 
Pye, and Fowler. With the departure of these three 
athletes, the team must look to seniors Lindsay 
Miller and Farah Madanay to pave the way for Rice 
as last year’s seniors did. Senior Heather Olson 
and sophomore Allie Schaich will also be counted 
on to play crucial roles. 

It will be tough to step into the shoes of last 
year’s top runners, but the outlook seems bright, 

thanks in no small part to the addition of a re-
markably talented freshman class headed by El-
eanor Wardleworth and Cali Roper. 

Roper, a Texas native, won the 2011 Foot Locker 
Cross Country Championship in the Seeded Girls 
division of the South region, while Wardleworth 
has brought her considerable talent to Rice from 
Australia to help the Owls contend this season.  

After the Houston Invitational the team will 
compete in the 37th Annual Justin F. Cooper Me-
morial Rice Invitational at on the Rice Intramu-
ral Fields on Sept. 14. 

Women’s Cross Country primed for promising year
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Trois time’s the charm

Pull out your tightest 
clothes, plug into some  
synth-heavy beats, and 
spray on an overabun-
dance of cologne because 
you need to be in tip-top 
Eurotrash form for what’s 
coming tonight. It’s time 
for Lovett College’s annual 
Getcheroxoff public party, 
and this year, things are 
getting “Eurotrashed…part 
trois.” If you need help vi-
sualizing Eurotrash, think 
the “Jersey Shore” goes 
Paris: loud prints, gold 
chains, spray tans and a 
lot of hair gel. The electro-
pop extravaganza begins at 
10 p.m. in the Lovett com-
mons and by 2 a.m. it will 
be time to say au revoir and 
perhaps, if things are going 
well, voulez vous choucher 
avec moi, ce soir?

Boppin’ to Bollywood
A night of bhangra beats 
and Bollywood dance is 
just a METRORail ride away 
(or a jaunt across the street 
if you’re feeling particular-
ly athletic). Tonight, Her-
mann Park’s Miller Outdoor 
Theatre is presenting “Bol-
lywood Blast 2012.” This 
live performance is direct-
ed by Mahesh Mahbubani, 
Director of Contemporary 
Dance at Anjali, and will 
feature a stimulating mix 
of music, costumes, sets, 
and lights. The show gets 
moving at 8 p.m. and you 
will be able to comfortably 
watch the dancing from a 
covered seating area. “Bol-
lywood Blast” has been an 
extremely popular event at 
Miller Outdoor Theatre in 
the past, so you should be 
sure visit the box office the 
day of the performance be-
tween the 10:30 a.m. and 1 
p.m. to reserve your ticket. 
Tickets are free, but you 
must have a ticket to be ad-
mitted. For more informa-
tion call (281) 373-3386. 

Mojitos, amigos?
Does the long weekend 
have you wishing you 
could vacation in an exotic 
locale? Then make a trip of 
heading out to the Houston 
Brazilian Festival, today 
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. This 

Ciné Surreal
This afternoon is your last 
chance to catch the Muse-
um of Fine Arts’ screening 
of Marcel Carné’s 1945 film 
“Les Enfants du Paradis.” 
This recently restored sur-
realist film tells the story of 
the love pentagon between 
a mime, an actress and her 
three other suitors. Things 
get steamy when the film 
plunges into the dark side 
of 19th-century Paris’ ar-
rondissements. The film be-
gins at 5 p.m. at the MFAH. 
Tickets are $7 and can be 
purchased at mfah.org.

Deutschland drive-in
Shocked that your “long” 
weekend is already in the 
past? Take a breather from 
your disorienting Monday 
masquerading as a Tuesday 
and join the Department of 
German Studies for their 
monthly film series “Kino 
Dienstag.” This month’s 
movie is Alexander Kluge’s 
1976 film “Der Starke Fer-
dinand” (“Strongman Fer-
dinand”). The protagonist 
of this film is a security 
chief for a West German 
factory who becomes ob-
sessed with protecting his 
business from threats both 
real and imagined. As the 
movie progresses the view-
er grows as disoriented and 
paranoid as this man about 
which threats are real and 
which are non-existent. 
The film begins in Sewall 
Hall, room 307, at 7 p.m., 
and will end by 9 p.m. Ad-
mission is free and open to 
all Rice students.

SudOku

These sudokus were created by sudokupuzzler.com.
They are rated mild and spicy difficulty, respectively.

The solutions will be posted on Twitter at 
twitter.com/threshercal.

Puttin’ a spring in your 
step and a long in your 
weekend

Jump into the long week-
end with Rice Program 
Council’s trip to Sky Zone. 
Tonight the RPC has rented 
out Sky Zone, that magi-
cal land made entirely of 
trampolines, just for Rice 
students. But wait, there’s 
more! RPC is providing two 
shuttles to transport stu-
dents from our hallowed 
halls to Sky Zone’s springy 
stockades. In order to be 
admitted into Sky Zone you 
need your Rice ID and be on 
Bus 1 (leaving the Sallyport 
at 10:30 p.m and departing 
Sky Zone at 12 a.m.) or Bus 
2 (leaving the Sallyport at 
11:30 p.m. and departing 
Sky Zone at 1 a.m.). Check 
out the Facebook page for 
details and wavers for mi-
nors. Hop to  it! 

We be (slide) jammin’
Ever wonder what the awe-
some people who teach 
your visual arts classes 
work on outside of class? 
Tonight’s your chance to 
find out because the De-
partment of Visual and 
Dramatic Arts is presenting 
this year’s Fall Art Kick Off, 
“Slide Jam.” Faculty of the 
department and Glassell 
School of Art Core Fellows 

Ceramic combatants
If you have been wanting to 
get up close and personal 
with China’s famed terra 
cotta warriors of Emperor 
Qin Shihuang then today 
is your last opportunity 
(maybe ever) to see these 
soldiers before they are 
shipped back to China. The 
se warriors date back to the 
3rd century BC but weren’t 
discovered until 1974. For 

Operatic balletics 
Tonight is the opening of 
the Houston Ballet’s pro-
duction of “Madame But-

annual festival celebrates 
the diversity and richness 
of Brazilian culture, mu-
sic and food. Featuring 
an abundance of activi-
ties, performances and 
food stalls, this event is a 
Houston favorite. Pre-sale 
tickets are $8 and can be 
purchased online at bra-
zilianarts.org. The festival 
will take place in Jones 
Plaza downtown at 601 
Louisiana St.

terfly.”  This ballet adapta-
tion of Puccini’s opera has 
been a favorite of Houston 
Ballet audiences since its 
creation in 1995. It just so 
happens that the artistic 
director of the ballet, Stan-
ton Welch, specializes in 
this ballet, a production 
that has been shown across 
the globe. Go get your cul-
ture on for the low, starting  
price of $18 a ticket. To-
night’s performance begins 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Wortham 
Theater Center. For furhter 
information and to pur-
chase tickets visit houston-
ballet.org.

will be presenting slides 
of their work while you en-
joy food and refreshments. 
The jamming begins when 
DJ Kartoonkings features 
music under the stars. The 
event will be held from 6:30 
p.m. to 11:00 p.m. in the 
Sculpture Courtyard (be-
hind Rice Gallery) of Sewall 
Hall and will include a re-
ception for the opening of 
the Matchbox Gallery. 

Voyeur voyage
Indulge your inner voyeur 
with a visit to FotoFest’s 
“Contemporary Photogra-
phy from Russia, China, 
the Czech and Slovak Re-
publics” exhibit, featuring 
the work of international 
artists and portraying sub-
jects in Russia, China, and 
the Czech and Slovak Re-
publics. In fact, there are so 
many photographs in this 
show that the exhibit space 
had to be spread across the 
three Allen Center build-
ings downtown on Clay St. 
The exhibit is open from 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is 
free and open to the pub-
lic. For further information 
visit fotofest.org.

Labor of love
Today is Labor Day and 
it’s the reason you don’t 
have Monday classes, the 
reason why you had a long 
weekend which definetly 
didn’t signal to professors 
that your leisure-activity of 
choice this weekend would 
be a double helping of as-
signments.  Often confused 
with Memorial Day, Labor 
Day kind of gets swept un-
der the rug or simply re-
membered as the point of 
no return for your white 
clothing. But, since Labor 
Day is kind enough to gift 
us with a day of leisure, 
let’s take a moment to give 
Labor Day some love and 
recognize it for what it is: a 
celebration of our nation’s 
workers. Traditionally La-
bor Day was intended to be 
celebrated with picnics and 
parades, but it would be 
just as nice if you did one 
thing out of the ordinary on 
this  day. May I suggest...

the past 38 years the fame 
of the warriors and public 
desire to view them has 
skyrocketed but the oppor-
tunity to see them outside 
of China has not.Today is 
the final day of the Hous-
ton Museum of Natural Sci-
ence’s exhibit “Warriors, 
Tombs, and Temples: Chi-
na’s Enduring Legacy,” and 
they have announced that 
this is an exhibit that will 
not be making any future 
appearances. So go, view 
these stone sentries and 
be sure to notice that each 
figure has individual facial 
characteristics – there is 
even one soldier on display 
whose original paint is still 
intact. The exhibit runs to-
day from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 
the HMNS. Tickets are $25 
and can be purchased at 
store.hmns.org.
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HO’OLAULE’A
Can’t fly to Hawaii this Labor 
Day weekend? Head out to 
the 11th Annual Aloha TexFest 
tomorrow at Clear Lake Park. 
Watch hula dancers and fire 
eaters while tasting the is-
lands’ “local grindz” like huli 
huli chicken, haupia and loco 
moco. The festival is from  
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and admis-
sion is $3.

Landolt Pavilion
5001 NASA Parkway

alohatexfest.com

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

BOLLYWOOD
Don’t wait for Dhamaka to get 
your fill of Bollywood dance. 
Catch the dancing bug atop 
the Miller Outdoor Theatre  
knoll Sept. 2 at 8 p.m. Art-
ists from  “Bollywood Blast 
2012: Timeless – An Eternal 
Romance” will tell tales of 
romance in elaborate dances 
and costumes.

Miller Outdoor Theatre
6000 Hermann Park Drive

samskritihouston.org

JOHN CAGE
Happy 100th birthday John 
Cage! At 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 5, 
AvantGarden will honor the 
man who made 4 minutes and 
33 seconds of ambient sound 
famous by hosting a free con-
cert. The hour-long event will 
feature electric guitar and 
percussion ensemble Liminal 
Space accompanying Hous-
ton musicians in renditions 
of Cage’s works.

AvantGarden
411 Westheimer rd.

avantgardenhouston.com

BRAZIL
With futbol, samba and coffee, 
what’s not to love about Bra-
zil? Celebrate Brazilian Inde-
pendence Day downtown on  
Sept. 2 from 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. The 
Houston Brazilian Festival fea-
tures live music, dance groups 
and churrasco. Entrance is $10.

Jones Plaza
600 Louisiana St.
brazilianarts.org

Farrah Madanay
Thresher A&E Editor

While many Rice students anticipate 
heading to Lovett College’s public party this 
weekend, McMurtry College senior Jessica 
Walker plans to return home to Tomball, Tex-
as. The German Studies and Sociology dou-
ble major has a passion that extends outside 
of the classroom: music. On weekends, she 
spends hours in the studio back home, per-
fecting harmonies and re-writing verses for 
her upcoming full-length album, tentatively 
due out in October.

The self-taught singer and guitarist began 
playing music eight years ago. Though she 
now considers herself a pop and R&B singer, 
her musical background is varied, including 
a stint in a metal band in high school. 

While pop may carry the negative con-
notation of being a market saturated with 
monolithic, similar-sounding songs, Walk-
er said she hopes to bring different ele-
ments from every genre into pop to create a  
new sound.

Since initiating her solo career last year, 
Walker has released two singles, “Bones” 
and “First & Last,” each of which is available 

on iTunes. She also released a music video 
for “Bones” in May, which so far has almost 
2,500 viewers on YouTube. 

Walker said she appreciates every oppor-
tunity to play her music, whether in front of 
50 students at Rice University’s Coffeehouse 
or to a crowd of 1,000 people at a festival  
in Germany.

“I feel like I already made it,” Walker said. 
“I always tell myself, if I’m playing a show 
or if I’m writing a song, if it touches at least 
one person then I’ve done my job. If I can do 
that every time I perform then I’ve achieved 
my goal.”

I sat down with Walker to talk to her about 
her new singles, upcoming projects and how 
she balances life as a full-time Rice Univer-
sity student with a budding music career.

Thresher: Since you’ve gone solo, you’ve 
released two songs on iTunes. Can we talk 
about “Bones” and then “First & Last?”
Walker: Having done a bunch of music over 
the years, I’ve gotten the chance to meet a 
lot of people within the industry. I met Karlo 
Castillo and we sort of became really good 
friends. He’s an audio engineer and we start-
ed writing stuff together and “Bones” kind of 
got created out of that. It was the first song 
I had ever recorded and was planning on 
releasing, so it took us a good four months 
to write it and record it and then I finally 
released it on March 8 this year so it was  
really exciting.

Thresher: I watched your music video for it 
as well. When did that come out?
Walker: “Bones” came out in May. I shot it 
with some students at the Art Institute of 

Houston and we actually shot some of it here 
at McMurtry on the fifth floor. That was really 
fun to get the Rice community involved.

Thresher: I noticed at the end there was that 
message [about domestic abuse]. Did you de-
cide to put that in?
Walker: Well, I guess we can get personal here. 
That’s cool. My dad and I don’t really have the 
best relationship, and the song, along with some 
other experiences, came from the emotions that 
I had with that. My dad is like that saying, “You 
can love someone too much and that’s almost 
just as bad as not loving someone enough.” 
The song is kind of about him. I didn’t want to 
mirror my exact experience, and I thought, do-
mestic violence is emotional but also physical, 
so I decided to put a little twist on it. Every-
thing I write has some sort of thing to do with  
my life.

Thresher: What about “First & Last?”
Walker: The process for that was a lot faster, 
I think because we knew the direction we 
wanted to go in. I had first written the song as 
this really slow, acoustic track. I had always 
wanted to venture into the pop scene, but I 
never quite trusted myself enough. [With Cas-
tillo] I finally had that musical support sys-
tem so we rearranged it a bit and he mixed 
it. I took this song to Mark Kidney, a Grammy 
winner for Destiny’s Child’s Survivor, and he 
got to listen to the song, and he loved it, so 
that’s how it came to be.

Thresher: How did (Hanszen College senior) 
Jarvis Sam become your manager? Did you 
know him before Rice?

Focus mind and body with yoga on the Green 
Johanna Ohm

Thresher Editorial Staff

With the backdrop of the Houston skyline 
and the quiet oasis of Discovery Green Park 
as the venue, Tuesday night yoga classes of-
fer Houstonians a relaxing way to end a busy 
workday. Core Focused Yoga classes at Dis-
covery Green are every Tuesday night from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the Anheuser-Busch 
Stage. The classes are free and open to the 
public, as part of Discovery Green’s Healthy 
Living Series, an initiative organized by the 
park’s Programming & Communications staff.  

Though classes begin at 6:30 p.m., the 
atmosphere is relaxed and casual 
with people coming and leaving 
according to their own time con-
straints. Fortunate park-goers 

spontaneously drop in when they happen 
upon the class, and people walking to or 
from work may stop by for only some or all of 
the exercises. The instructor leads by exam-
ple and microphone. She stands at the very 
center of the stage, watching and correcting 
participants’ poses while engaging in the  
motions herself.

Elizabeth Swim, who served as instructor 
this past Tuesday, offered enthusiasm and 
meditative advice to an eager group of both 
experienced yogis and those new to the prac-
tice. Swim specializes in yoga, sound-healing 
and mind-body movement.  A music teacher 
by day, she teaches yoga on Saturdays at Stu-
dio NiaMoves in the Heights in addition to 
the Tuesday night classes at Discovery Green.  
The smile which was spread across her face 
and the hugs and thank-yous exchanged with 
participants after class impressed upon all 
those who attended how impactful the class-
es are for the community and how rewarding 
the experience of yoga is for both student and 
instructor.  

“I love it here,” Swim said. “Teaching mu-
sic is my day job and this is what I get to do 
on nights and weekends.”

People of all ages and genders were in 
attendance, from older couples to middle-
aged women and other young students. Am-
ber Berchiatti, a middle-aged woman with 
a mat next to mine, came after she found 
the information on the class on Discovery  
Green’s website. 

“It’s actually my first time,” Berchiatti said. “I 
was trying to find yoga classes that weren’t a huge 
time commitment and were close by.” 

Kelly Nichols sat on a mat to my right and was 
also there for her first class. Like Berchiatti, she 
had also found out about the class online and was 
excited to have a yoga class without having to com-

Core Focused Yoga

B
Location: 1500 McKinney St.
Website: www.discoverygreen.com
Times: Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
The rundown: Though Discovery Green pres-
ents lively and green scenery, Core Focused 
Yoga is a walk in the park on the abs.

mit to buying a package somewhere or having to 
pay for classes she wasn’t sure she would like at an 
expensive studio. 

“This is awesome,” Nichols said. “It’s free.”
Both Nichols and Berchiatti said they are going 

to start coming regularly. However, both noted the 
need to arrive earlier next time. 

         “Parking was difficult,” Berchiatti  
   said. “I am going to try and get here on  
   time next week.”

Core Focused Yoga attracts not only middle-aged women but also youth to Discovery Green.

0see Walker, page 16
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Walker: When I came to Rice, we were both 
originally Hanszen classmates. We knew of 
each other and he knew I did some music. I 
don’t want to speak on his behalf, but I think 
he wanted to get into the music industry and 
manage musicians so he called me up one 
day out of the blue and said, “Hey, would 
you  want to work together?” and I said sure. 
I had never had someone take an interest in 
me like that, so I was all about it. Get With It 
Entertainment is his company.

 
Thresher: How do you keep yourself above 
the doubts?
Walker: When you do something that you 
love and that you’re passionate about, 
it’s hard to give up on a dream. With mu-
sic, through experience, through playing, 
through obstacles, it’s expected there will 
be downtimes. The people around you make 
it worthwhile.

Thresher: How do you balance school, a so-
cial life and music?

Walker: To do something you love you have 
to give up a lot. You find time, you make 
time, you get tired, but music doesn’t seem 
like a job, it’s something I enjoy. School is 
the hardest part. It’s finding the motiva-
tion to really do it and to find some sort 
of passion in that when you’re already  
so passionate.

Thresher: Are you going to releasing a mu-
sic video for your new single “First & Last?” 
Walker: I am, and one of the actors on 
“Bones” is actually going to be the videog-
rapher. We’re hoping to release it before the 
album to get some hype going. We’re going 
to be holding a really big dance party so 
if anyone wants to come out for that from 
Rice we’ll need a lot of people to shoot it. It 
should be fun. 

If you want to be a dancing extra in Walk-
er’s “First & Last” music video or check out 
her tracks and music video, follow her at  
www.facebook.com/jesswalkermusicpage.

0WALKER
 from page 15

Jones Business School Library
“The Jones Business School library has a 

traditional collegiate library feel that makes it 
a perfect place for studying. Also, the staff is 
really friendly.”
-Dante Zakhidov, Hanszen College sophomore

Couch by Women’s Resource Center
“The little couch in the nook by the Wom-

en’s Resource Center, because you can hear 
the noise from Coffeehouse but it’s not on top 
of you to be distracting.”
-Marie Thompson, McMurtry College senior

Founder’s Court
“My favorite place on campus only hap-

pens closer to winter. In Founder’s Court, 
at around 5:15 p.m. during the late fall until 
early spring, the sun lines up directly above 
Fondren and in the archway of the Sallyport, 
shooting a beam of light through it. It is a phe-
nomenon that I have come to call ‘Rice Light’.”
-Shaan Patel, McMurtry junior

Field of Flowers behind Wiess College
“The grassy area behind Wiess (near 

the golf cart paths) is cool. There are lots 
of nice wildflowers in the spring that 
make the area really colorful.”
-Linda Wang, Will Rice College junior 

Digital Media Center
“The Digital Media Center is a quiet 

place to study, and a great resource for 
students with media projects.”
-Danielle Brown, Baker College senior

Wiess Printmaking Room
“The printmaking room is one of the 

best kept secrets at Rice. When I first visit-
ed Rice as a prospective student an art ma-
jor described it as the ‘Print Palace.’ It lives 
up to this name and was actually one of 
the deciding factors when I chose to come  
to Rice.”
-Lydia Smith, Duncan College sophomore

Y’all went where?
Favorite rarely frequented places on campus 

The Digital Media Center in Herring Hall 129 offers a quiet study space with com-
puter access. The Digital Media Center also rents out technical equipment for free.

The  printmaking room, in the Wiess College basement, is open to all students.  
The basement includes the materials to make do-it-yourself screenprint t-shirts.
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Happily Hour After: Black Walnut
Emily Nichol

Thresher Editorial Staff

When I got back to Houston from studying 
abroad in France this spring, I knew there was 
one thing I would miss more than the boule-
vards, the tulips or the Eiffel Tower: the crepes. 
I thought my crepe withdrawal would be incur-
able, but lo and behold, mere walking distance 
from campus is Sweet Paris, a brand new crepe 
restaurant in Rice Village.

Formerly a me-
diocre Thai buffet, 
whose owners built 
a roof over the alley 
between two adja-
cent restaurants, 
Sweet Paris’ high 
ceilings, sweeping 
white beams and 
skylights transform 
the space. Mint 
green walls and crys-
tal chandeliers are 
a modern revival of 
Belle Epoque cafes, 
and it is impossible 
to walk through the 
aisles of tables with-
out drooling at other 
customers’ perfectly 
presented fare. The 
one downside to 
the lovely looking 
openness is that it 
tends to get a bit noisy, but there are additional  
tables outside.

I ordered at the counter, behind which crepe 
masters expertly swirlled and flipped my choice 
crepe. The menu is a bit repetitive but includes 
a comprehensive array of classics in addition 
to inventive sweet, savory and breakfast crepes 
(breakfast is served all day). Do not expect to 
find anything that will satisfy a diet: These ba-
bies are rich. Wine, cider, coffee and Orangina 
are available to compliment your meal.

The croque madame breakfast crepe was 

simply magical: razor thin pancake layers 
filled with ham, gruyere, scrambled eggs and 
bechamel sauce. The pancake managed to be 
crispy and spongy at the same time, and its 
light sweetness meshed with the salty, creamy 
bechamel and fluffy eggs. 

The prosciutto crepe, which was stuffed 
with cherry tomatoes, mozzarella and fresh ba-
sil, was also a delectable pairing of flavors, but 
it did seem to be missing something – maybe 
some pesto or other sauce would have done 

the trick. Both crepes 
were elegantly folded 
and artistically present-
ed, but they were defi-
nitely not too beautiful to  
completely devour. 

The lemon and sugar 
crepe, with fresh lemon, 
whipped butter and va-
nilla bean sugar, was 
delightfully gooey and 
topped with freshly 
whipped chantilly. I can-
not wait to try the very 
berry creme brulee, with 
fresh berries and torched 
vanilla creme. All of the 
sweet crepes are avail-
able with ice cream on 
top for those feeling  
extra decadent.

Another great aspect 
about Sweet Paris is its 
global consciousness. For 

each crepe purchased, $0.25 is donated to the 
World Food Program USA to fund school lunch-
es for children in need. 

This place would be great for a date night or 
an after-movie snack; if only it stayed open past 
9 p.m., these crepes would be ideal midnight 
snacks. The classy decor and familiar options 
also make this an elegant restaurant to bring 
visiting parents to for a quick bite close to cam-
pus. Either way, Sweet Paris is a great option 
for decently priced and delicious French street 
fare, not too far from your servery.

Sweet Paris crepes are no faux fare

Sweet Paris Creperie & Cafe

A
Location: 88 Dennis St.
Phone Number: 713-522-9555
Price Range: $
Recommended menu item: croque 
madame breakfast crepe
The rundown: Sweet Paris offers a 
full menu of both traditional and novel 
crepes. Enjoy a sweet crepe with a dollop 
of ice creme or a savory crepe with a  
side salad.

Marie Walsh
The second Monday of school was much 

like all others of its kind: unbearable. The 
sticky weather and thick air would force just 
about anyone to make the choice that I did: 
not allow the beginning of the week to com-
mence as grimly as originally forecasted  
that morning. 

After driving up to Rice Village, I rushed 
from my car and suffered through the 15 steps 
that distanced me from salvation: Black Walnut 
Cafe. Finally, it was time to engage in the sacred 
event made most famous by those in the corpo-
rate world: Happy hour. 

Though I made it to Black Walnut’s After-
noon Happy Hour, I daydreamed about the 
Early Bird Happy Hour I missed, which could 
have truly started my week off appropriately. 
That daydream ended with me realizing that 
drinking ashamedly in the corner at a happy 
hour that begins at 7 a.m. may not be a dream 
after all. 

Back to reality, the menu had a plentiful se-
lection of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverag-
es from cocktails to wine and beer. The cocktails 
were a fairly reasonable price, ranging from $2 
to $3 beers, $4.50 glasses of chardonnay or mer-
lot and $5 crafted cocktails. Though tempted 
by the selections of draught beers and wines, I 
opted to experiment with one of Black Walnut’s 
cocktails. 

Looking over the cocktail selection, I was 
pleased to find a variety, from margarita to mar-
tini. The drink that caught my eye was the white 
wine sangria which boasted white zinfandel, 
Hennessy and peach schnapps, complemented 
with fresh fruit. In my mind, the sangria, more 
commonly a summer drink, was the perfect 

toast to the end of summer and freedom. The 
other cocktail option that looked promising, 
the frozen spicy mango, was a margarita-like 
drink made with Jose Cuervo tequila, Triple Sec, 
mango and, for an extra kick, mango habanero 
sauce. Complementing the cocktail selection 
were several appetizer options, all under $5, 
including the cheesy garlic bread and the chips 
with salsa.

The bar tender took a bit longer than I would 
have liked, but honestly that could just be Mon-
day talking. The restauranteurs took pride in 
presenting an aesthetically pleasing drink. On 
the other hand, having tried my sangria and my 
friend’s mango margarita, I would describe the 
drinks as incredibly light-handed on the alco-
hol. Nonetheless, the outdoor seating was a re-
laxing place to enjoy a fruity cocktail at the end 
of a long day.

Marie Walsh is a Baker College senior and 
Thresher sports editor. Happily Hour After is a 
column highlighting Houston’s food and drink 
happy hour deals.

Black Walnut Cafe

B-
Location: 5510 Morningside Drive
Phone Number: 713-526-5551
Price Range: $
Happy hours: Monday-Friday
Early Bird: 7 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Afternoon: 3 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Recommended menu item: 
white wine sangria
The rundown: Black Walnut Cafe Happy 
Hour serves a short menu of draught beers, 
wines and cocktails with light appetizers.
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WANTED
Driver needed for high school student pick-up. 
M-F, 5:30 pm, 8 hr/wk, $14/hr, plus mileage. Stu-
dents live in West University, school 8 miles away.  
Must have reliable car, excellent driving record, 
references.  Call Sarah 713.882.8291

Hiring Part Time Babysitter/Nanny for 3 Boys (age 
10, 8, 5) in Bellaire. Monday - Friday 3 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Responsibilities include: Picking up from school, 
Helping with homework, Driving to sports activi-
ties, Cooking dinner, Light cleaning/straightening 
up. Start date: As soon as possible. Please contact 
Amy McGuire at 713-502-7070 or amcguire@bcm.
edu if you are interested.

Graduate student looking for proof reader and 
possible typist for academic school year. Salary 
negotiable. Call Tony at 713-987-4990.

Need a babysitter Mon- Fri from 2:50pm to 6pm.  I 
am flexible with days/hours.  A car is necessary to 
pick up the kids from school, good driving record, 
enjoys children, ages 8 and 6.  School and home 
very close to Rice.  Will reimburse for gas.  Please 
call 713-562-8430 if interested. 

Tutoring positions available.   We are looking 
for dependable, caring academic tutors to worwith 
students grades 1-12 one-on-one in their homes (in 
the galleria area) during after school hours and 
possibly on weekends throughout the 2011-2012 
school year. Compensation is $25/hour.   Please 
contact Alyson at At-Home Tutoring Services for 
more information at 713.572.3533 or email hometu-
toring@aol.com.

BABYSITTER needed for occasional evenings/af-
ternoons in West U. Friendly, outgoing 6 yr old boy. 
Seeking lively caregiver with an interest in child 
development. Household has two nice dogs. Ref-
erences required.  Competitive pay. (713) 540-7280.

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING Squared, a private 
tutorial service, needs part-time tutors in Math-

ematics, Biology, Chemistry, Phsyics, Spanish, 
English, Economics, and Finance. Flexible hours. 
EXCELLENT PAY. No house calls. Office located 
close to campus. 713-528-7085

Youth Swim School hiring experienced swim in-
structors. Looking for smiling faces that are sharp, 
outgoing and great with children in water. Part-
time/year round position. Training provided.

Part time pet sitters needed for inner loop com-
munities.   We offer flexible schedules and com-
petitive pay. Applicants must meet the following 
criteria: 1. Be at least 21 years of age. 2. Successfully 
pass background and reference checks. 3. Have 
experience in the pet service/pet retail industry. 
History of pet ownership will be considered. 4. 
Possess a reliable means of transportation. 5. Will-

ing to work holidays and weekends. Please contact 
Alexis Salazar at 832-338-8307 or alexis@cubbies-
bone.com for an application and/or more informa-
tion. Please visit us at www.cubbiesbone.com

Energetic, reliable person for afterschool care 
of easy going children (ages 8, 12, and 15 yrs) in 
West University. Flexible hours - 3-6pm most week-
days. Involves driving to and from activities. No car 
necessary but driver’s licence and excellent driv-
ing record a must. Call Jess at 832 693 0322.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum hir-
ing tutors for ALL LEVELS of Middle/High School 
Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Humanities. Reli-
able transportation required. Pay $20-40/hr based 
on experience. Contact  832-428-8330  and email 
resume to siyengar777@gmail.com

Post to your door

Make your own, too!

The cups are too small 
$20.00 refund

Hanszen is uninhabitable
full refund

Class taught by TA who 
knows nothing 
$5,000 refund

Newspaper with only one 
page anybody reads

 $14.00 refund

Sunday dinner 
$9.50 refund

All the breakfasts I didn’t eat 
$5.50 refund

Printer with no paper 
7 cents per page refund

Air conditioning for Herzstein 
$6.90 refund

Back to school concert 
featuring: no attendance 

$105,000 refund

The fortune I pay to park my 
car within a mile 

$600 refund

The scholarship I won that
 went to financial aid 

$10,000 refund

Horrible dinner that I 
need a wristband for 

$9.50 refund

But really, I’m not a 
goddamn leprechaun. 
Bring back the cups.

EMS Truck Courtesy of
 KTRU Blood Money 

$55,000 refund

4 home football wins in 2011 
No refund
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