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God blessed Texas 
It’s that wonderful time of year again where 
we all gather on the Martel sundeck to 
celebrate America’s greatest state. The Don’t 
Mess with Texas party is this tonight at 10 
p.m. Pull out your boots and tied-up plaid 
t-shirts because it’s time to shake that honky 
tonk badonkadonk.

What’s not to love? 
But really, Ryan Gupta and Seth Brown 
believe there are things not to love 
about Rice.

Community Bridges 
Rice reaches out to the Fifth Ward through 
multiple organizations through Community 
Bridges. See how you could become a part of 
organizations like YES Prep.

Features                                 p. 7

Backstage pass
Sammy Adams and Travis Porter give post-
show interviews following the Welcome 
Back Concert

a&e                                       p. 15

Making Gutenberg proud
Today is your last chance to check out the 
print exhibition held in the Rice Cinema 
gallery.

Op-Ed                                    p. 3

To pay or not to pay
Zack Panos argues advisors and affiliates 
should not have to pay housing costs for 
O-week.

Get your buzz on
Check out the top five places to get your 
caffeine fix near campus. One coffee says 
you can name at least two places on this 
list.

Local                                        p. 9
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Hip-hop trio Travis Porter kicked off the new school year with a bang, welcoming new and returning students alike 
at their performance in the Rice Program Council concert on Saturday, Aug. 18.

Travis Porter headlines Welcome Back

by ElleN Liu
News Editor

Feeling chipper? You better. Rice University 
students are the happiest in the nation for the 
second year in a row, according to the Princeton 
Review’s annual college rankings.

Based on a survey of about 80 questions on 
topics ranging from academics to fire safety, 
Princeton Review ranks 377 colleges around 
the nation every year in 62 categories, includ-
ing quality of food, diversity and student hap-
piness, according to the Princeton Review web-
site. The categories are ranked based on one or 
two related questions from the survey.

President David Leebron said he was proud 
of the student happiness ranking because it 
came from student opinion.

“The ranking is not the Princeton Review 
saying our students look happy,” Leebron said. 
“It is our students saying they are happy about 
particular things here.”

Leebron attributed the ranking to a unified 
effort from staff, faculty and students them-
selves to foster happiness on campus.

“Our first priority is providing the best edu-
cation that we can, and if that requires having 
unhappy students, we would have unhappy 
students, but I think the belief at Rice is that you 
can have a very rigorous and demanding edu-
cation and happy students at the same time,” 
Leebron said.

Leebron said the university provides stu-
dents with opportunities to take responsibility 
for their own environment through college and 
student government and organizations, and in 
doing so, the students make each other happy.

Baker College junior Jenny An said she 
agreed with the rankings and wrote an email to 
Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson at the 
end of her freshman year saying how happy and 
lucky she felt to be at Rice.

Rice students 
ranked happiest
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Fall registration changes strive for fairness

by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

Waitlists were purged for the first time in the 
system’s third semester at Rice.

On the morning of Aug. 22, waitlists for 
all courses that opted to have a waitlist were 
purged, except for courses that specifically re-
quested to keep the waitlist active through the 
shopping period, according to the Registrar’s 
website. After the purge, students were able to 
special register for classes or add classes on a 
space-available basis.

Registrar David Tenney (Sid Richardson ’87) 
said that this purge was requested by faculty 
members so that the ultimate decision to add 
students depended on course instructors.

“If you go to the instructor and you say, ‘I’m 
a senior. I need this class,’ you may have been 
47th on the waitlist, but now they have the 
right to put you in the class,” Tenney said. “All 
through the summer, the waitlist [was] in place 
and was fair for four months. On Wednesday, it 
[reverts] the flexibility back to the instructor.”

The third day of classes was specifically cho-
sen to ensure that every class had met once be-
fore the purge, Tenney said.

Martel College senior Navi Dhaliwal thought 
that the purge improved the waitlist process.

“Waitlists being purged on the third day of 
classes strikes a nice balance between allowing 
instructor autonomy and creating a fair system 
for all students attempting to enter a class,” 
Dhaliwal said.

Brown College sophomore Sarah Frazier 
thought the waitlist made up for the unfairness 
of registering by credit hours.

“It gives upperclassmen who came in with 
fewer hours more of a chance to get into classes, 
since they aren’t bound by the waiting list order, 
which is basically determined by registration 
time slot,” Frazier said.

by Nicole Zhao
News Editor

New students used a new tool to register for 
classes during Orientation Week this year. 

The ESTHER Course Registration Planner, 
a “shopping cart” course selection application 
within ESTHER, was launched on Tuesday, Aug. 
14 during O-Week. According to the Registrar’s 
website, it is separate from the Schedule Planner 
created last winter by computer science professor 
Scott Cutler.

New students added desired courses and 
back-up courses to the ESTHER Planner through-
out O-Week until 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 16, 
at which point the ESTHER Planner was locked. 
The system then registered students for courses 
ramdomly, selecting arbitrarily from the pool of 
students who had added the course to their Plan-
ners until each course was filled. If a time conflict 
arose in a schedule, the system would automati-
cally place the student in the first course random-
ly chosen, the Registrar’s website states.

Resulting schedules for each student were 
available at 7:00 a.m. the following morning. At 
7:30 a.m., students were allowed to add, drop and 
be put on waitlists for courses as they wished us-
ing the Add/Drop menu.

According to Registrar David Tenney (Sid 
Richardson ’87), in previous years new students 
registered for classes in 15-minute intervals ar-
ranged according to ID number.

“When everyone is a fall 2012 matriculant, it’s 
not fair that some get to register 30 minutes before 
their peers,” Tenney said. 

Tenney said registration has been done this 
way because the system would not be able to 
handle 1,000 students at once.  

Technical Manager of Administrative Systems 
Robert Truscott said the Planner allowed new 
students to be registered simultaneously without 
overloading the system.

“Our goal was to have the entering class 
register at once,” Truscott said. “Every stu-
dent had an equal chance at being first in line 
to register for a single course.”

According to Truscott, the idea for the 
planner stemmed from a conversation with 
Christoph Meyer (Hanszen ’12) after Meyer 
wrote an op-ed in the Thresher last spring.

O-Week Peer Academic Advisors felt that 
registration went more smoothly this year 
than in previous years.

“This is my second year as an O-Week PAA, 
and registration was significantly smoother 
this year than in years past,” Hanszen Col-
lege junior Omar Tariq said. “Course Reg-
istration Planner took away the high-stress 
atmosphere that used to characterize Friday 
morning.”

Brown College freshman Monika Patterson 
said that although she liked the Planner and 
got into the classes she wanted, she felt reg-
istration was stressful and that O-Week aca-
demic advising in general needs improvement.

“As incoming freshmen, we come in know-
ing absolutely nothing,” Patterson said. “O-
Week is so stressful and I know some people 
couldn’t even enjoy the House of Blues ac-
tivity that night because they were freaking 
out about not getting into the classes they 
wanted. You need a lot of one-on-one time 
with people. Advisors can tell you what they 
did, but it’s different when you have one-on-
one time.”

Martel College freshman John Chen said 
he thought registration was straightforward 
with the availability of tools such as the 
Schedule Planner and Course Registration 
Planner.

“The planner was useful in that I could 
visualize my schedule and select courses ac-
cordingly,” Chen said.

Waitlists purged O-Week features new “shopping cart” tool

0see Cart, page 5
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Poor timing re-
sults in sub-par 

RPC concert 
attendance 

While it is disappointing that Rice 
Program Council’s Welcome Back 
Concert was so under-attended this 
year, it is hardly surprising. The first 
Saturday of the school year is already 
crammed with activities; with Out-
reach Day, upperclassmen moving 
back in, Dis-O and general fatigue 
after Orientation Week, the concert’s 
poor attendance is due to bad timing. 

The concert needs to occur on a 
different day. One option would be 
moving it to Sunday, giving students 
the chance to get settled in before the 
concert. Alternatively, it could be held 
in conjunction with one of the year’s 
first major events like Martel Col-
lege’s Don’t Mess With Texas party or 
the first football game of the season. 
Move-in weekend is already so jubi-
lant, overwhelming and occasionally 
hazy that students might need some 
time at their colleges before heading 
out to carnivals and concerts.

Other issues to address might be 
the length of the concert and the 
bands that are invited to play. If the 
concert is not moved from move-in 
day, students would likely prefer 
to attend a shorter act instead of 
a multiple-hour music festival be-
cause of the other activities occurring 
throughout the day. As exemplified 
by this year’s dismal attendance, 
students will not stay for a three  
hour performance.

While the choice of seeing three 
artists is nice, a single, well-attended 
act would make for a better overall 
concert experience. As a result, fo-
cusing on booking just one popular 
artist would be received better. RPC 
has done a great job circulating sur-
veys to gauge students’ music taste, 
but it isn’t clear that the results are 
reflected in the choice of artists. The 
survey responses indicated a prefer-
ence of Top 40 artists, but the exact 
choice of artist should reflect the 
campus’ music climate as closely  
as possible.

It is also impossible to ignore the 
other draw of the Welcome Back 
Concert: the food. Being a Saturday 
night, none of the serveries are open 
and after moving in (and Dis-O), 
students do not want to go back off 
campus to forage for food. This year 
it seemed like there was an effort to 
bring more kinds of food on to cam-
pus, but it wasn’t nearly enough. 
Enormous lines and limited quanti-
ties of food diminished the quality of  
the carnival. 

Overall, a move-in day concert 
with anything short of an A-list art-
ist will have a difficult time attracting 
students. However, a solid carnival 
that draws students at dinner time 
– and guarantees food – that is fol-
lowed immediately by a single musi-
cal act would vastly improve atten-
dance. The Thresher fully supports 
the idea of bringing more live music 
to campus, but there are some clear 
issues that need to be addressed be-
fore the RPC Welcome Back Concert 
can be considered successful. 
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Online Comments 
of the week

In response to “New students should 
expect change this year”
(August 17, 2012)

 
Brilliant article! I matriculated 15 years 

ago and a lot of these words hit home for me.  
  

Anonymous

“Release of new purity test long overdue”
(August 17, 2012)

Reading such an insightful, thoughtful ar-
ticle on the purity test just broke my brain. 
Damn you!

  

Stretton ’12
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In honor of Sammy Adams’ rous-
ing performance in front of tens of 
students at Rice University and his 
hit song “I Hate College,” we present 
to you the 10 worst things about Rice. 
O-Week is rosy, everything is perfect, 
and if you believe what your advisors 
tell you, the only bad thing about Rice 
is Martel College. But ladies and gen-
tleman, that is certainly not the case. 
Without further ado ...

10. Concerts
In recent years, Rice students have 

been delighted to see groundbreaking 
top musicians such as DJ Earworm 
and Mister Heavenly. At the same time, 
peer schools such as Duke University 
have booked names like B.o.B, Kanye 
West, Jay Sean and Ludacris. From the 
attendance at recent Rice concerts, 
one would think the musicians were 
doing a sound test, not actually per-
forming. Quite frankly, there is no rea-
son we should not be able to attract an 
artist big enough that students come 
out and pack Tudor.

9. Wiess College
While we undeniably join the ma-

jority of the student body in hating on 
Martel Dormitory and Will Rice Col-
lege, the only college that really gets 
us mad is Wiess College. For the most 
part, we do not have a problem with 
Wiess, but there is one tradition there 
that disturbs us particularly: While 
some colleges are left scrambling for 
funds in the last few months of the ac-
ademic year, every year Wiess bestows 
a freshman with a full-tuition scholar-
ship for the next year. While we have 
no objections in principle to alumni 
donating to their former colleges, an 
imbalance of these proportions is 
more obscene than the ubangee.

8. No athletic school spirit
This university’s lack of athletic 

school spirit is depriving students here 
of a seminal aspect of the college ex-
perience. The traditional markings of 
game days on other campuses – from 
tailgating to face painting – are re-
placed at Rice by inconspicuous lawn 
signs and passing students who can be 
heard saying, “No, I don’t think there’s 
a game this week.” Despite some ef-
forts to increase attendance, poor per-
formance in mainstream sports and 
low publicity of other sporting events 
have given an apathetic student body 
just enough reason to remain apathet-
ic about Rice Athletics.

7. Classes with pre-meds
If you have taken any course that 

is required by medical schools, you 
have likely already experienced the 
debacle that is taking a course that is 
full of pre-meds. It is difficult to blame 
the pre-meds – for most of them, an 
undergraduate degree is just a means 
to an end, and the vast majority of the 
material they learn will be totally ir-
relevant to them once they move on 
to medical school. However, for stu-
dents who are legitimately interested 
in learning the material presented in 
these courses, that is exactly the issue:  
They end up stuck in a course full of 
students who are primarily interested 
in their final grades – and the profes-
sors know it.

6. Overcrowding
Our freshman year, McMurtry and 

Duncan Colleges opened. As the un-
dergraduate population has steadily 
grown since then, the symptoms of 
overcrowding have become appar-
ent. since the only new classrooms 
are in Brockman Hall and the new 
and renovated colleges. Though the 
Office of the Registrar has clearly 
done some creative arranging to 
find spaces for every class, it is clear  

that Rice will need more classrooms 
and professors in the long term.

5. Missing majors (journalism, fi-
nance, neuroscience)

While Rice offers a plethora of ma-
jors, including the ever-popular an-
cient Mediterranean civilizations ma-
jor, it still lacks some common tracks 
of study. Owls headed to Wall Street 
are forced into an economics major 
because of our lack of a finance major, 
and students interested in the booming 
journalism sector have the opportuni-
ty for nearly no academic exposure in 
the field beyond the extremely presti-
gious weekly student newspaper. Neu-
roscience is another popular major 
missing from Rice’s curriculum. As a 
research university focused on the nat-
ural sciences, this is arguably the most  
glaring omission. 

4. Parking fines and appeals process
Rice may only be 17th in the U.S. 

News and World Report rankings, but 
our rank is unparalleled in “universi-
ties with unreasonably ruthless park-
ing enforcement.” Armed with orange 
envelopes and golf carts, these officers 
will immediately locate your wrongly 
parked car and redecorate your dash-
board with a splash of orange. Judging 
by the speed and efficiency of parking 
ticket distribution, it seems entirely 
plausible that the parking enforce-
ment officers work on commission. If 
you are in a particularly giving mood, 
you also have the opportunity to pay 
$10 to lose an appeal on your ticket. 
This, of course, is all in addition to 
the $210 undergraduate surcharge for 
campus parking.

3. The meal plan and the serveries
While the food in the serveries 

is, for the most part, good, it is not 
what we would like to eat every day. 
However, since we live on campus, 
we have no choice but to pay for 19 
meals a week – whether we eat them 
or not. The paternalistic attitude taken 
by Housing and Dining with regard 
to breakfast is simply patronizing: 
Students who habitually do not eat 
breakfast should not have to pay for it 
– even if they should be eating it. The 
institution last semester of a more for-
malized food rep program will hope-
fully improve the situation with regard 
to the variety of the food, but Housing 
and Dining should not need food reps 
to tell them, for instance, that it is a 
waste of money to fill the fruit salad 
with chunks of cantaloupe and honey-
dew that no one will eat.

2. Harvard University comparisons
We are not the Harvard of the 

South. We are neither pretentious 
nor trust-fund recipients. We are nei-
ther cutthroat competitive nor per-
petually pedantic. Harvard, whether 
the stereotypes are to be believed or 
not, is not in any way similar to Rice. 
Rice is Beer Bike and residential 
colleges and not walking through 
the Sallyport because maybe, just 
maybe, the legend is true. We get a 
world-class education, and we have 
a damn good time doing it. We have 
a culture that is unduplicable, and 
any comparisons to other schools 
fall apart quickly.

1. Apathetic students
The concerns we have described 

here are by no means uncommon to 
Rice students – but most students 
do little more than complain to their 
friends before accepting the situation 
as set in stone. While it may be easiest 
to just blame the administration, it is 
up to the students to take the initiative 
and put change in motion. At the end 
of the day, the administration exists 
to serve the university’s faculty and 
students, and if a concerted effort on 
the part of students to prompt change 
to some aspect of student life does fall 
on deaf ears, our response should be 
to get louder, not to give up.

    
                 Seth Brown is a senior at Jones 

College and Thresher Editor in Chief.
Ryan Gupta is a senior at Baker 

College and Thresher Editor in Chief.

Like many other Rice University 
students, my own Orientation Week is 
one of my favorite memories from my 
three years at Rice. This is due largely 
in part to my three phenomenal ad-
visors. I myself have been fortunate 
enough to be an O-Week advisor for 
the past three years: once at Wiess 
College and twice at Hanszen Col-
lege. While Wiess completely covers 
housing expenses for its fellows and 
affiliates, I had to pay $80 each time I 
advised at Hanszen. For me and many 
other O-Week personnel, it was mon-
ey well spent. I love everything about 
O-Week and credit it with catalyzing 
much of my own personal growth 
and success at Rice. Nevertheless, it 
is frustrating to have to pay to volun-
teer two weeks of my summer to make 
O-Week happen.

For many students, participating 
in advisor training and O-Week means 
lost potential income for them. Hav-
ing to pay a housing fee on top of lost 
income from summer jobs adds insult 
to injury. If students are willing to give 
up two weeks of their summer to in-
vest in new students, it should at least 
be free. 

The university should not pay ad-
visors (although there is a separate 
argument to be made about paying 
coordinators), but it should at least 
make the entire experience cost-neu-
tral. Additionally, for students with 
internships and summer commit-
ments away from home, the two weeks 
spent doing O-Week is time that could 

be spent with friends and family. My 
family, while sad to see me leave two 
weeks early, was incredulous that I 
was paying to volunteer two weeks of 
my summer, when many other uni-
versities pay their orientation week  
staff members.

Thankfully, all colleges subsidize a 
part of the housing fee for their O-Week 
staff, but by doing so they are taking 
money away from new students. Tak-
ing money from new students to house 
O-Week personnel seems counterintu-
itive. At Hanszen, the housing subsidy 
paid by the coordinators is one-fifth 
of the entire O-Week budget. That’s 
nearly $2,000 that new students never 
get to see. At Wiess, paying for O-Week 
housing constitutes half of the budget. 

This year the housing costs in-
creased, which put even more strain 
on coordinating teams to try to bal-
ance their O-Week budgets without 
charging their advisors and affiliates 
too much. Wouldn’t that money be 
better spent on programming to make 
O-Week even greater?  Why does it 
fall upon coordinating teams to front 
the housing cost imposed by Hous-
ing and Dining to house advisors  
and affiliates?

In addition to the official housing 
fee paid by O-Week staff, many advi-
sors and affiliates incur other costs 
throughout the week. Gas is not cheap, 
and between events such as scavenger 
hunts, late-night food, and off-campus 
trips like Hanszen’s Galveston trip, gas 
costs definitely add up. 

Furthermore, I know almost every 
advising team at Hanszen (and teams 
at other colleges as well) paid out of 
pocket once their allotment per new 
student was used up. In an effort to 
make O-Week cost-neutral for new stu-
dents, many O-Week personnel end up 
spending significantly more than just 
the initial housing fee.

During advisor training we are 
taught that new students come from a 

diverse array of backgrounds and that 
advisors are not to make assumptions 
about our new students. One such as-
sumption is that all new students come 
to Rice from a wealthy background. 
Though many Rice students come 
from relative affluence, many others 
do not, and the housing fee required 
for O-Week participation is prohibitive 
for many current Rice students. 

To be clear, this is not an appeal 
for future coordinators to fully subsi-
dize O-Week housing costs. To do so 
would mean over half of many college 
O-Week budgets would be spent on 
this subsidy. It is, however, an appeal 
to the university to re-evaluate why it 
charges O-Week personnel to volun-
teer part of their summers, potentially 
lose income and pay a housing fee to 
participate in O-Week. It would be a 
shame if even a single potential advi-
sor or affiliate were unable to partici-
pate in O-Week due to ever-increasing  
housing costs.

Ultimately, O-Week is all about 
the new students. Advisors are told 
this numerous times during advisor 
training by the coordinators, First 
Year Programs staff and by faculty 
such as Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson. By making advisors and 
affiliates pay to participate in O-Week, 
the university is not holding true to 
this ideal. 

Advisors are graciously thanked 
by new students, O-Week staff and the 
university for all their work, but the big-
gest thank you from Rice would come 
in the form of free housing during O-
Week and advisor training. If O-Week 
is indeed all about the new students, 
then the university needs to shoulder 
the burden of covering housing fees 
and make sure that new students 
have the best possible experience.   
      
                

  Zack Panos is a  
                                  Hanszen College senior.

10 worst things at Rice

Last week, I talked to a rising 
ninth grader and asked him about his 
summer. He told me that he spent a 
week at band camp, a couple weeks 
at debate tournaments, a few weeks 
at a Quiz Bowl camp and several 
weeks reading for pleasure. Hearing 
him excitedly explain his activities 
took me on a stroll down memory 
lane as I remembered my own sum-
mers, which I was very fortunate to 
spend at museum camps, science 
labs or service projects. Such intellec-
tually stimulating summers are sadly 
hardly the norm; in fact, many low-
income students are unable to attend 
even one camp, let alone two or three. 

While kids may enjoy just “hang-
ing out” during vacations, the real-
ity is that because many underserved 
youth are unable to go to the library, 
visit the museum or research in a lab, 
they fall further academically than 
their high-income peers, and in the 
process, the already gaping achieve-
ment gap is widened. This phenom-
enon is known as the “summer learn-
ing loss” and essentially refers to 
the loss in knowledge and academic 
skills during the summer break. Re-
searchers have studied this effect and 
found that every summer low-income 
students lose on average 2.6 months 
of math skills and 2.0 months of  
reading achievement. 

Schools therefore have a choice 
each fall: re-teach old material to 
catch up the low-income students 
or teach new material to maintain 

educational growth for high-income 
students. If the schools choose the 
former, some kids will be bored, but 
if they choose the latter, some kids 
will be behind. Moreover, through-
out elementary and middle school, 
students lose almost two years of 
math and reading! This cumulative 
loss accounts for almost two-thirds of 
the achievement gap when students 
enter high school. Simply put, even 
when school is not in session, many 
low-income students fall behind their 
high-income peers.

 Given the scope of the summer 
learning loss, policymakers must 
ask what steps they can take to miti-
gate its adverse effects. While there 
are undoubtedly numerous policy 
solutions, two options seem par-
ticularly intriguing: extending the 
school year or creating more summer 
programs for low-income students. 
Intuitively, if we increased the num-
ber of school days, students would 
have shorter vacations and thus ex-
perience less learning loss. While I 
do not know the benefit of each ad-
ditional day, the total benefit to the 
students will almost certainly be 
significant. Also, given that the U.S. 
currently averages about 40 fewer 
instruction days than high-achieving 
South Korea, a longer school year 
would likely increase overall educa-
tional outcomes. In fact, some char-
ter schools have shown that longer 
school years are correlated with less 
summer learning loss and greater  
educational achievement. 

Politicians could also estab-
lish and fund academically fo-
cused summer programs for 
low-income students. These pro-
grams should have remedial and  
enrichment services. 

For students who may have fallen 
behind in school, summer programs 
should help them make up work they 
do not understand. I know that we al-

ready have summer school; however, 
such programs are often only manda-
tory for failing students and thus miss 
many students who may have barely 
passed a class. For students who have 
mastered their grade-level material, 
there should be summer programs 
that challenge them and allow them 
to progress and prepare for the next 
grade. I realize some of these pro-
grams exist, but they must increase 
in number, scale and scope.    

The summer learning loss, al-
though only directly impacting low-
income middle and high school stu-
dents, indirectly affects students at 
Rice University. First, it hinders the 
potential of low-income students, 
robbing the nation of vital economic 
growth. Second, as underserved stu-
dents fall behind in the summer, they 
are more likely to drop out of school, 
leaving significant negative effects 
on society: increased crime, worse 
health outcomes and greater poverty 
rates. Third and perhaps most impor-
tant, the summer learning loss con-
tinues to erode the promise of U.S.

This nation has always been the 
land of opportunity, the birthplace 
of the American dream, and the na-
tion where, if one worked hard and 
played by the rules, one could make 
it. Today, however, that dream is on 
life support, in large part because of 
educational inequities between high-
income and low-income Americans. 
While there are numerous causes of 
this inequality, one factor is certainly 
the summer learning loss, whereby 
low-income students lose skills every 
vacation and thus fall behind their 
peers. If Rice students genuinely 
believe in expanding equality of op-
portunity and restoring the American 
dream, the summer learning loss 
must be addressed. 

 
Neeraj Salhotra is a  

Sid Richardson College senior.

O-Week personnel should be exempt from 
paying housing fees while volunteering

Summers hurt low-income students

Neeraj Salhotra
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by Ellen Liu
News Editor

Students, faculty and staff gathered in Tu-
dor Fieldhouse on Saturday evening to close 
out the summer with performances from the 
Tontons, Travis Porter and Sammy Adams.

RPC gave out approximately 1,350 wrist-
bands at the concert, according to organi-
zation adviser Julie Neisler, who estimated 
that about 1,000 students stayed for all three 
performers. 

Students disputed this claim, saying a few 
hundred students were in attendance.

“I’d say about 250 [were there], but by the 
end like 70. Maybe 350 or 400 at most,” Jones 
College freshman Adeene Denton said. “The 
first act was so boring I left and came back.”

Brown College sophomore Elena Rodri-
guez agreed that attendance numbers dwin-
dled throughout the concert.

“I stayed until halfway through Sammy 
Adams,” Rodriguez said. “[I think] at most 
200 [students attended]. It literally looked like 
30, 40 people when I left.”

Duncan College senior Juyan Azhang said 
the decline in attendance occurred rapidly af-
ter the concert started.

“By the end of the concert [I think] there 
were only like 100 people left,” Azhand said. 
“It died down pretty quick,” 

Neisler said that attendance numbers were 
down from last year. When the food and con-
cert had been combined, around 2,000 stu-
dents attended. Neisler said she attributed the 
decrease in part to the rainy weather.

“While we worked with Parking to add 
two additional inner loop buses to be running 
during this time in order to get students to the 
concert dryly, this may not have been enough 
to counter the rain,” Neisler said.

Baker College senior Chris Pettijohn said 
the concert date and act selection may have 
influenced attendance.

“People who actually listen to Travis Por-
ter and Sammy Adams are likely to be the ones 
partying on Dis-O and not willing to go to a 
concert that late in the day,” Pettijohn said.

Neisler said that RPC’s relatively late 
announcement of the performers also hurt 
attendance. She said that though the RPC 
concerts committee started looking for acts 
months earlier than last year, it faced multi-
ple rejections before settling on the Tontons, 

Travis Porter and Sammy Adams.
“Our goal to resolve this issue is to start 

searching for an artist as early as January,” 
Neisler said. “With that in mind, we hope to an-
nounce the artist by the end of the school year 
so upperclassmen can be just as excited about 
the concert as their freshman counterparts.”

The Tontons was secured by KTRU, and 
RPC used student feedback to select the 
genre of the headliners, according to Niesler. 
A random 20 percent of the undergraduate 
and graduate populations were selected to 
receive a survey regarding the genres, and 
the seven options were Top-40, country, al-
ternative, techno/house, hip-hop, rock and 
acoustic, Neisler said. Students were asked to 
rank each genre based on likelihood to attend 
a concert in that genre and the response was 
overwhelmingly in favor of Top-40, according 
to Neisler.

“The RPC Concert Committee worked ar-
duously throughout the summer making of-
fers to numerous Top-40 artists,” Neisler said. 
“When major artists rejected [them] repeat-
edly, the option for two smaller, still popular, 
co-headliners was broached.”

The Welcome Back Concert was preceded 
by RPC’s inaugural Welcome Back Festival, 
which offered food from Housing & Dining 
and various local vendors – including Drou-
bi’s Mediterranean Grill, Lai Lai Dumpling 
House, Papa John’s and Crave Cupcake – and 
inflatable entertainment, such as jousting 
and an obstacle course, Neisler said. She said 
approximately 1,500 students attended de-
spite the weather and humidity.

Brown sophomore and RPC representative 
Elisa Clark said the festival met and exceeded 
expectations.

“We definitely wanted to have the festival 
as a way for keeping students from drinking 
too much in the colleges and also to have a 
way for upperclassmen to meet the freshmen 
at an event,” Clark said. “A lot of people went 
to the festival and really liked it.”

Neisler said RPC is working to get feed-
back from campus partners and students to 
improve next year’s festival and concert.

“The improvements made to this year’s 
concert were the direct result of feedback 
from last year,” Neisler said. “RPC is always 
working to satisfy student wants and needs 
for campus-wide programming and is always 
open to feedback.”

Attendance at RPC 
concert disappoints
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Second headliner Sammy Adams performed as the last act of the night at the Rice Pro-
gram Council Welcome Back Concert on Saturday, Aug. 18, rapping his songs “I Hate 
College (Remix),” “Blow Up,” “Summertime” and “Only One.”
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by Jennifer Ding
Thresher Staff

Hanszen College sophomore Zack Kopplin is 
working to repeal the 2008 Louisiana Science Ed-
ucation Act, which allows classrooms to critique 
what the state deems scientific controversies, one 
being evolution. Kopplin has received various na-
tional awards for speaking against laws promot-
ing creationism education. The Thresher sat down 
to talk with him.

Rice Thresher: Describe your mission.
Zack Kopplin: To promote the teaching of good 
science and increase funding for science.

RT: You seem to have focused on one specific as-
pect of science. How did you decide on this?
ZK: It was the one that made the most sense at 
the time, although I’m not solely interested in 
[fighting laws allowing creationism education]. 
Now that I’ve established where I am and what I 
like to do, I’m branching out from evolution into 
climate change.

RT: How did you get involved in this project in the 
first place?
ZK: Sheer dumb luck. I had a senior project that I 
had to do to graduate from high school and I didn’t 
really want to do any of things my classmates were 
doing, like how to cook or how to play trombone. I 
realized I was actually interested in [the Louisiana 
Science Education Act], so I sent an email to Dr. 
Barbara Forrest who is a professor at Southeastern 
Louisiana University […] and one of the foremost 
experts on creationism. I met with her and started 
working on a repeal of the act. 

RT: What does this act entail?
ZK: It allows creationism to be brought into sci-
ence classrooms through supplemental materials 
to critique what they call controversies: evolution, 

Rice student fights state creationism law

Zack Kopplin

0HAPPIEST
 from page 1

W RUPD POLICE BLOTTER
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Aug. 18-21.

Shakespeare Apartments
Dell Butcher Hall
Wiess College
Entrance 3
George R. Brown Hall

Unknown
Aug. 18
Aug. 18
Aug. 21
Unknown

Suspicious person
Bicycle theft
Bicycle theft
Criminal trespass
Lost wallet and miscellaneous items

By Brooke Bullock
News Editor

A man with knife in hand entered Rice 
campus through Entrance 3 on Tuesday, Aug. 
21, at 11:15 p.m., according to a police report. 
After being awakened by a Hermann Park 
ranger, the suspect threatened the ranger and 
subsequently ran onto Rice property, the re-
port states. Rice University Police Department 
searched for the suspect but was unable to lo-
cate him.  Sergeant Carol Barnett from RUPD 
said that the suspect has not yet been found.

The suspect was described as a male in his 
mid- to late-30s, around 5 feet 10 inches and 170 
pounds. He was last seen wearing white shorts, a 
white striped shirt, a white baseball cap and car-

rying a pink backpack. The suspect appeared to 
be intoxicated.

Despite the crime alert on Wednesday 
morning, Hanszen College junior TJ Patel 
said she went about her day as normal.

“I got these almost every day at Baylor 
before I transferred [to Rice],” Patel said. “I 
think RUPD is doing a really great job.”

Jones College freshman Weston Ruths 
agreed that he feels generally safe on campus.

“I have full confidence in the police to han-
dle any situation that may arise,” Ruths said.

Barnett said she advises students not to 
walk around campus alone at night or let any-
one suspicious into campus buildings. She 
said if students see any suspicious behavior, 
they should call RUPD at 713-348-6000 or use 
the blue light system around campus.

Man with knife runs on campus
“Honestly, I’m not sure what exactly 

makes me feel that way,” An said. “I think 
it is the already established atmosphere of 
happiness and support that spreads, like a 
happy virus.”

Duncan College senior Michael Apoli-
nario said he thought happiness was an in-
teresting thing to measure, and he did think 
that Rice students were generally happy.

“A lot of [the happiness] has to do with 
the breadth of culture here,” Apolinario 
said. “For example, the 11 colleges create 
11 different kinds of perspectives, which al-
low us to be really dynamic and make life 

However, many O-Week PAAs still feel 
the new system has much room for im-
provement.

“It did not enable the same degree of flex-
ibility of adjusting one’s schedule to accommo-
date specific classes [as the old system],” Wiess 
College sophomore and O-Week PAA Rachel 
Marzen said. “For example, if one’s priority was 
to take General Chemistry, they wouldn’t be 
placed in a General Chemistry section if their 
first choice at 8 a.m. was full. They got into a dif-
ferent first choice class that conflicted with their 
alternate time for General Chemistry.”

Brown freshman Tabish Virani said she 
found the registration process to be fairly simple 
and fair, but noted the system had its pitfalls.

“When we first submit our course selec-
tions, it isn’t a race to hit the submit but-
ton, but instead all the students’ course 
selections are submitted together,” Virani 
said. “Although it is a good system, it still 
has its flaws.” 

Virani said she tried to register for a 
course and its pre- or co-requisite, but ES-
THER could not process the situation and 
did not allow her to register for the course.

“Although I got to register eventually, be-
ing in such a situation can be quite stressful 
for an incoming freshman,” she said. 

Tenney hopes to improve the Planner us-
ing feedback collected from a survey sent 
out to all new students, which had been 
filled out by 424 new students as of Aug. 21.

According to Truscott, Administrative 
Systems is working to integrate online in-
structor approvals into the Planner to re-
duce paperwork for students and faculty in 
the future.

The Registrar’s office hopes to imple-
ment a similarly more equitable registra-
tion process for continuing undergraduate 
students in time for the Spring 2013 regis-
tration cycle, Tenney noted.

“It is a good possibility that [the ESTHER 
Course Registration Planner] will be modified 
somewhat to bring a more equitable registra-
tion process to continuing students,” Tenney 
said. “[With this system,] it doesn’t matter if 
you have 72 hours of [Advanced Placement] 
credit or zero AP credit: It’s all the same. There 
has to be some advantage to being a senior, 
but I think the key thing is the AP hours.”

0CART 
            from page 1

climate change, the origins of life and also clon-
ing. Cloning is the dead giveaway why [the Act] 
isn’t legitimate […] there is no debate on whether 
cloning has happened. 

RT: The Act legalizes the teaching of creationism?
ZK: It gives legal cover. [The teaching of creation-
ism in public school science classrooms] is un-
constitutional per the 1987 Edwards v. Aguillard 
case. This teaching violates the first amendment, 
and it’s also not science. 

RT: So what happens when a school breaks 
this law?
ZK: They are going to get taken to court. Most like-
ly many schools are breaking this law, but there 
has to be someone who’s willing to come out and 
stand up and sue. That is a much higher bar than 
actually breaking the law. 

RT: How do you propose creating a change? You 
can’t change the community’s social beliefs.
ZK: Schools can teach whatever they want, and 
whoever wants to send their children to the schools 
can have them learn whatever they want. The dif-
ference is right now we are taking away money 
from our public schools [through the voucher 
program] to give to these schools that are teaching 
dragons are real. That’s where it crosses the line.

RT: Could you speak on your project involving 
Nobel Laureates?
ZK: Right now we have a letter asking for the re-
peal of the 2008 Louisiana Science Education Act. 
We started getting signatures [of Nobel Laureates 
who support our cause] in 2010, and now we have 
78. My favorite is Sir Harold Kroto. He was the first 
one I talked to. He is a British Nobel Laureate who 
worked closely with the Nobel Laureates at Rice to 
discover the Buckyball.

RT: How would you say Texas compares with 
Louisiana?
ZK: Louisiana is No. 1 in creationism. Texas is 
close behind. For a while Louisiana was the only 
state [to have a creationism law], but this spring 
Tennessee passed its own creationism law so now 
there are two. There is another creationism law 
that is going to be introduced [in Texas], and I’ll 
be busy fighting that in the spring.

RT: What does “fighting” entail?
ZK: I’m going to go to the Texas legislature and 

explain why they should not pass it, and hope-
fully get some kids out there with me to explain to 
the legislature that it’s a bad idea.

RT: How does it feel to be in the public eye?
ZK: I try to separate Rice and real life. It’s chang-
ing a little bit this year now […] There are points 
where I can’t be separated from my computer or 
cell phone because I may actually have to answer 
a call that’s important. It’s sort of weird.

RT: I’ve heard you’ve received some interesting 
awards.
ZK: The non-risque one is the National Center 
for Science Education’s Friend of Darwin Award. 
NCSE is a science advocacy group that I’ve worked 
closely with on a lot of things, and that was a huge 
honor. The more interesting one was the Playboy 
one. I got an email over Spring Break and was 
very confused because I thought it was a gigan-
tic practical joke. That was my initial reaction. 
Then I got an email a few minutes later from the 
NCSE confirming that it was actually real. It was 
their First Amendment Award. What not as many 
people know is Playboy actually had a big First 
Amendment case […] The state legislature tried 
to not allow Playboy to have naked pictures or 
to censor [the pictures] in general, and [Playboy] 
won that case. It’s interestingly been a precedent 
for a lot of other cases and is one of the major First 
Amendment rulings. So Hugh Hefner’s daughter 
started a foundation to give out an award in his 
honor every year.

RT: So you got to meet Hugh Hefner?
ZK: I got to shake his hand. I wouldn’t really 
say I met him. He was inside his room, and they 
brought him out to do pictures.

RT: What was the mansion like?
ZK: No bunnies around. They were very insistent 
on black tie. They were actually a bit embarrassed 
because they wanted Hefner to wear a suit, but he 
came out in his bathrobe, which is him I guess. 
The interesting thing is they have a lot of wild 
animals, basically a zoo. They have a lot of albino 
peacocks. I can send you some pictures of various 
Playboy mansion things.

Follow Zack on Twitter at @zackkopplin and like 
his page on Facebook for more information on his 
projects and frequent updates on his work to re-
peal the Lousiana Science Education Act.

interesting. When life is interesting, I think 
people are happy.”

Rice ranked seventh in “lots of race-
class student interaction.” Leebron said 
students feel they benefit from the diversi-
ty of students on campus, which increases 
students’ happiness.

Leebron noted that the administration 
found the ranking motivational because it 
showed that students appreciated what the 
university offered. He added that the univer-
sity will work to maintain the student happi-
ness ranking by continuing to communicate 
with students about what they want.

“I don’t look at [the ranking] and think, 
‘Fantastic, everybody’s happy,’” Leebron 
said. “I get nervous and think, ‘What more 
do we have to do?’”

Claude Steele, renowned social psychologist and au-
thor of this year’s Common Reading, “Whistling Viv-
aldi,” spoke on Tuesday, Aug. 21, in the RMC.

Steele speaks 
about stereotypes
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Interested in campus events? 
Come work for the Thresher! 
Visit bit.ly/ricethresher to write 
for the news section!



the Rice Thresher Friday, August 24, 2012NEWS6

If you’re interested in writing, 
taking photographs, graphic 
design, ad sales, or other 
publication processes, go to 
bit.ly/ricetheresher to get 
more information on working 
for the Thresher. We would 
very much love to have you 
join the Rice Thresher staff!

The Norman Magic Experience performed in the Rice Memorial Center Grand Hall Wednesday, Aug. 22. Featuring 
magician Norman Ng, the show combined audience participation, comedy and, of course, a wealth of magic tricks. 

Norman Ng is far from normal
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Wandering around the halls of Tudor Fieldhouse gives 
new meaning to the term “disorientation.” Still, Thresher 
Design Editor Elena Lacey and I aimlessly tapped on doors who 
ostensibly belong to the Department of Kinesiology in search of Sammy Adams’ 
promised greenroom. As we entered an eerily vacant second floor, we spotted a 
man who filled out the entirety of one of the doorframes. Closing in on our interview 
appointment, we approached the man and asked for Sammy Adams. Confused, he 
told us that he was standing guard for Travis Porter. Hopelessly lost, we decided the 
next best option was to ask if these co-headliners were available for an interview. 
He disappeared into one of the One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest rooms and opened 
the door. Stepping into the room, we spotted what appeared to be four-dozen Crave 
cupcakes atop a small table and 10 people seated casually around the classroom. 
Covertly hidden amidst this group, I identified the most easily recognizable member 
of the trio: Quez. He was wearing one of his many easily identifiable hats, and I 
walked directly over to him. After settling into a seat myself, I realized that these 
extremely relaxed performers would be going on stage in less than five minutes. With 
no chance for a formal interview, we just used the time to talk. They made it very easy 
to see why their YouTube channel whoistravisporter has some of the most hilarious 
and entertaining videos on the Web. We slowly found our way back to the stage, only 
to realize that Travis Porter had already begun leaping off the stage and getting the 
audience involved.

After listening to a few songs, our RPC Welcome Back Concert host found us and 
directed us to Sammy Adams’ site manager. Sammy Adams had been running late, 
but he was finally ready to meet with us. After journeying once more unto the breach, 
our guide eventually directed us to an auxiliary gym where Adams was hard at work on his 
setlist. With considerably more time for the interview, we sat down and waited for Sammy Adams 
to enter. When he did, I remembered that this increasingly prominent pop-rap artist is only 25 years 
old. Adams (born Samuel Adams Wisner) was kind and surprisingly reflective on his own journey to 
success. He was quick to highlight how fortunate he was in his rise to Billboard fame. We wished him 
good luck and left to catch his live disc jockey partner JayCeeOh begin the act. Although the crowd 
had dwindled since we left for the interview, Sammy Adams entered the stage with enough energy to 
easily satisfy his supportive (if slightly inebriated) audience. While both headlining acts suffered from 
an embarrassingly low turnout, they provided solid entertainment for their respective audiences. 
Even though the average Rice student might not identify very deeply with the music, both acts are 
strong examples of ambition that Rice students should admire.

Rice Thresher: So, you just released an album four days ago. Can 
you tell us about OK Cool?
Sammy Adams: I was interested in reaching the original fans that 
had Boston’s Boy. It has a lot of the hip-hop vibe that Boston’s Boy 
had, but also a lot of stuff that’s fun to do live. We’ll be playing 
some of that stuff for the first time tonight. The whole tape was 
really influenced by JayCeeOh, who is my disc jockey, and both of 
us reaching people in Boston, but also continuing on this path to 
“stardom.”

Rice Thresher: Do you work a lot with your DJ?
Sammy Adams: Yeah, a lot with Jay. To make the live show what it 
is, it takes a lot of prep, and you really need to think about it. A lot 
of people sort of just come out on stage and play their full songs 
with full lyrics behind it, but we aren’t that type of crew. We want to 
go out and prove ourselves. We want to show that we have what it 
takes to make any lineup anywhere across the country. So yeah, it 
was definitely a personal project, but it always had the fans in mind.

Rice Thresher: You were touring a lot before you had too many big 
singles out. Does the touring process influence your music?
Sammy Adams: We toured a lot, even when we didn’t have a lot of 
music. Back when all we had was “I Hate College,” and it wasn’t 
even on iTunes, we would go out and play at these college frat 
houses, or really anything our friends would set up. It was cool to 
see all this young hype that all these college kids can create. I’m 
definitely blessed to be one of the people that was first on [the 
Internet scene]. Now there’s just so many kids. It’s hard to get a 
head start now. Yeah, you’re right. We used what we had to tour, 
and that was just a smart move on our part to release Boston’s Boy 
when we did. It was wild to see 1,000 kids in Nebraska come out. 
It’s still sort of crazy. I mean I still remember just being a college kid 
and playing soccer.

Rice Thresher: You mention soccer, so now I’ve got to ask about that 
Alex Morgan shoutout during the Olympics.
Sammy Adams: Yeah. Pretty dope. I was really excited. I forget 
where I saw. I was watching the Olympics, then all of a sudden 
hearing your song come on! I was looking at my computer and then 
my phone, before it hit me that it was the TV.

Rice Thresher: What’s your favorite English Premier League soccer 
team? Or do you have one?
Sammy Adams: I grew up a Manchester fan.

Rice Thresher: City or U?
Sammy Adams: Man U. Then, once 
Cristiano [Ronaldo] got his debut, 

I remember seeing him against Arsenal, and I realized I liked 
them both. One of my fans has been trying to get me to switch 
over to Tottenham. I check up on a lot of teams though.

Rice Thresher: I was wondering what you think the 
difference between a mixtape and an album is?
Sammy Adams: Good question. It’s really whatever the 
label wants [laughs]. To be honest, a lot of the stuff we 
put out on mixtapes early on is because we couldn’t 
really collaborate with any artists. So I think a 
mixtape really comes down to creative effort. It can 
help build a relationship. [Pause] Album versus 
mixtape. I think an album is the stuff that matters 
to you most, the stuff that’s close to your heart, 
and the label’s heart. It should shadow what 
you say or do in your mixtapes but it should be 
a volume two, a better version. I’m excited to 
play these OK Cool tracks and see which ones 
have the most legs in front of an audience.

Rice Thresher: This one was a fan favorite; is it 
strange playing at a college after getting famous 
off the track “I Hate College?”
Sammy Adams: No! Never! It’s never weird 
playing at colleges. We love college 
[laughs]! [College towns] are probably 
the most fun environment. That and 
college towns with huge venues. 
It’s an energy thing. It’s just really 
fun. When Jay is on stage with me 
tonight, you’ll see. It’s a workout. 
You have to nail the songs. I was just 
in L.A., and it was wild. Just such 
high energy. Colleges are some of 
the most fun shows you can play. 
So, it’s not bad.

Rice Thresher: So do you 
hate college?
Sammy Adams: No, I just 
hate school. Going to 
class [laughs].

by Reed Thornburg
Features Editor

Sitting Down with Sammy
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By Joey Capparella
Thresher Staff

A four-week-long stand-off between the 
people who keep the offices of downtown 
Houston clean and their employers has 
ended. The janitor’s strike that began in 
July reached a conclusion on Aug. 11 af-
ter a new contract was signed to increase 
workers’ wages by $1 per hour over the 
next four years, according to the Houston 
Chronicle.

The strike, which included more than 
3,000 janitors, was organized by the Ser-
vice Employees International Union Local 
1 chapter, which represents approximate-
ly 50,000 security workers, food service 
workers, and janitors in Texas and the 
Midwest, according to SEIU Local 1 Com-
munications Specialist Izabela Miltko. 
Miltko also said that SEIU represents more 
than 1.8 million workers nationwide.

Miltko said that all of the Houston jani-
tors who went on strike were members of 
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Houston janitors strike over wages, reach settlement for increase

By Molly Chiu
local editor

A group of Rice students are working to 
bridge the poverty gap in Houston’s Fifth Ward. 

Community Bridges, started in 2011, is a fel-
lowship program that works together with the 
Kinder Institute for Urban Research, the Center 
for Civic Engagement and the Office of the Dean 
of Undergraduates to connect Rice and Hous-
ton’s Fifth Ward and to develop sustainable, 
long-term solutions for reducing poverty, ac-
cording to the Community Bridges website.

Although the Fifth Ward, located on the north-
east side of Houston, was the vibrant economic 
center of Houston’s African-American community 
in the 1950s, the neighborhood has deteriorated 
considerably over the past few decades. Today, 
it is mostly populated by low-income African-
American and Hispanic residents and is plagued 
by high levels of crime and poverty, according to 
the Fifth Ward Housing Study conducted in Feb-
ruary 2011 by Rice’s Kinder Institute.

Community Bridges Coordinator Christina 
Rojas (Brown ’12) said that while many commu-
nity leaders, including the current executive di-
rector of Houston Habitat for Humanity, Algenita 
Scott Davis, and Barbara Jordan, the first South-
ern black congresswoman elected to the United 
States House of Representatives, have come out 
of the Fifth Ward, most residents struggle to 
break out of this impoverished neighborhood.

Rojas said Community Bridges began work-
ing with the Fifth Ward because it was a commu-
nity that sought self-improvement.

“We thought we could partner with [the com-
munity],” Rojas said. “It wouldn’t be Rice going 
in and saying, ‘We’re going to save you,’ but more 
‘We’re going to stand next to you and support you.’”

Kinder Institute Co-Director Michael Emer-
son said Community Bridges works with the 
Fifth Ward because the neighborhood has a 
great capacity for revitalization.

“The Fifth Ward is the last inner-core neigh-
borhood in Houston that has the chance to be re-
developed and not gentrified,” Emerson, a Rice 
sociology professor, said.

Community Bridges partners with six organi-
zations in the Fifth Ward: YES Prep Fifth Ward, 
the Fifth Ward Community Redevelopment Cen-
ter, Covenant Community Capital, Pleasant Hill 
Baptist Church, Small Steps Nurturing Center 
and the Fifth Ward Enrichment Program.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, founded in 

1925, serves as a community center for the resi-
dents of the Fifth Ward, providing educational, 
cultural and spiritual outreach programs, ac-
cording to the Community Bridges website. One 
of these programs is the Leadership Institute, a 
tutoring and mentoring program for students in 
grades six through 11. The program’s aim is to 
give students a safe environment and fun, but 

educational activities outside of school, accord-
ing to the Pleasant Hill website.

Community Bridges Fellow Kiara Douds, who 
volunteered at the Leadership Institute as a tutor 
and mentor and helped develop curriculum in 
writing and grammar, said she thought the pro-
gram was a good educational supplement.

“Tutoring gives the students the extra one-
on-one help that they don’t get at school,” 
Douds, a Hanszen College senior, said.

Pastoral Assistant Joel Goza said the fellows 
of the Community Bridges program filled a huge 
need for tutors and mentors. He said he believes 
the assistance Rice students provide to the Lead-
ership Institute is mutual.

“The Leadership Institute offers college and 
graduate students a different sort of education 
by bringing students out of the classroom and 
into the lived realities of Houston’s inner-city 
youth,” Goza said. “The Community Bridges pro-
gram provides a wonderful blend of classroom 
analysis and practical training for its students 
and is an unequaled resource of knowledge for 
those working in the Fifth Ward community.”

Douds said she thought volunteering at 
Pleasant Hill was a great hands-on experience 
with urban public schools and an eye-opening 
look into the state of living in the Fifth Ward. 
Douds accompanied the van that transports 
children from their home to the after-school pro-
gram and said she was shocked by what she saw.

“It was astounding to see the conditions of 
the neighborhoods that they live in,” Douds 
said. “It was sad to me to realize that you can 
almost directly correlate [economic status] with 
their performance in school.”

YES Prep Fifth Ward
YES Prep, founded in 1995, is a charter school 

program within the Houston public school sys-
tem. Between its 11 campuses, YES Prep teaches 
more than 7,000 students in grades six through 
12. These students are predominantly African-
American or Hispanic and live in low-income 
homes. Additionally, 90 percent of these stu-
dents are the first in their family to be on track 
to attend college. The Fifth Ward school opened 
in 2011 and serves sixth- and seventh-grade stu-
dents, according to the YES Prep website.

YES Prep Fifth Ward Service Learning Coordi-
nator Stacy Thompson said her school’s goal is 
to help students be successful and to promote a 
better future for the community.

“It is important that our students are not only 
successful in comparison to their wealthier coun-
terparts, but also that they come back to their 
communities empowered to generate change,” 
Thompson, a seventh-grade teacher, said.

Students interested in getting involved in 
Community Bridges can apply to be a fellow. 
Spots are open to sophomores, juniors and se-
niors; applications are due Monday, Sept. 17.

For more information on Community Bridg-
es, visit kinder.rice.edu/bridges.

Community Bridges builds connections to Fifth Ward

SEIU Local 1 and that the majority of these 
janitors work for contracting companies that 
provide cleaning services to large corpora-
tions like Chase, Wells Fargo, Chevron and 

ExxonMobil.
The strike originally began on a smaller 

scale when a group of janitors felt threat-
ened by their employers after standing up 
for their wages upon contract renewal and 
went on strike for one day. After a series of 
smaller strikes failed to prompt action, SEIU 
Local 1 called for a citywide strike, forming 
a campaign that took on the name “Hous-
ton Needs a Raise,” according to an SEIU 
fact sheet.

No Rice University employees were in-
volved in the strike, and Rice’s Facilities, 
Engineering and Planning department de-

clined to comment on the issue.
Brown College senior Ryan Koehn said 

that he was aware of the janitors’ strike this 
summer.

“I was working at Chevron this summer in 
Houston, and I remember seeing protesters 

outside the building,” Koehn said.
As reported in the Houston Chronicle, 

more than 150 janitors protested in down-
town Houston on Wednesday, Aug. 1, with 
an estimated 500 supporters attending an 
evening rally.

Miltko said that the “Houston Needs a 
Raise” campaign found support through vari-
ous community groups in addition to the work-
ers themselves.

On Aug. 11, the Houston Chronicle reported 
that a new contract was signed reaching the 
settlement of a $1 raise from $8.35 to $9.35 per 
hour over the next four years. Miltko said that 
this settlement came after the group of janitors 
denied an original settlement offer of a 50-cent 
per hour raise over five years.

Miltko said that the settlement means a 
great deal to the SEIU.

“This settlement is a historic accomplish-
ment not only for Houston janitors but for all 
working people in the United States,” Miltko 
said. “These workers won this new contract for 
their families.”

Community Bridges Fellow and Sid Richardson College junior Cynthia Novoa brings it in 
with the sixth-grade dance team she coached at YES Prep Fifth Ward.

Community Bridges Fellow Chethan Ramprasad (Hanszen ’12) shares in an educational 
activity with his mentee at Small Steps Nurturing Center.

Community Bridges Fellow and Baker College senior Sarah Brittain teaches a computer 
class for sixth-grade girls at YES Prep Fifth Ward.

courtesy jecca steinberg

courtesy jecca steinberg

courtesty jecca steinberg

elena lacey/thresher



MOBILE DINING

Firehouse Tacos   FRIDAYS 

The owner, Homero Ponce, is a retired captain of the 
Houston Fire Department. Having cooked for other 
firefighters during their 24-hour shifts when he was 
a rookie, Ponce now wants you to experience what 
firefighters eat at the fire station when it comes to 
Mexican food. The truck is currently run by his two 
sons, Alan and Eric.

Good Dog   THURSDAYS 

Handcrafted, Texas-made franks served in local arti-
san buns. Topped with homemade condiments and 
made fresh from scratch for you to enjoy. Good Dog 
Food Truck is on vacation until Aug. 31. 

Signature dishes: Good Dog, Chi-Town Dog, Ol’ Za-
pata Dog

Mudd Loop Road

Academic Quad

by Jennifer Shen
Thresher Staff

Five different local food trucks will take 
turns serving food from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
every night on Mudd Loop Road in between 
the Mudd Computer Science Building and 
Hamman Hall starting this week.

Faculty Club Director Ann Swain said that 
the initiative to get food trucks on campus 
started when physics professor Randall 
Hulet proposed providing more dinner 
options for graduate students to Associate 
Vice President of Housing and Dining Mark 
Ditman.

Swain started getting in touch with local 
food trucks for the upcoming Centennial 
Celebration in October. She then spent 
the last few months researching and 
contacting popular local food trucks about 
the possibility of coming to Rice. Swain said 
she tried to find a good variety of food trucks 
with a lower price range that is affordable to 
students.

“Administration approved [the food 
trucks] to go in at night... to basically service 
the graduate students,” Swain said. “Anyone 
else on campus is welcome, too.”

The food trucks will not be taking Tetra 
points and will only accept cash. The selection 

of food trucks may change depending 
on popularity and demand, according to 
Swain, but she plans on having food trucks 
every weeknight throughout the semester.  
The food trucks’ business hours are also 
flexible and can be extended if needed, 
Swain said. However, the food trucks will 
not start serving lunch, to protect on-campus 
retail operators and serveries.

“We’re hoping just to move it forward 
so it will be an ongoing program, five 
nights a week, for the foreseeable future,”  
Swain said.

Sid Richardson College sophomore 
Stephanie Yeh said she thinks the food 
trucks are too far away from the center of 
the campus to be useful for undergraduate 
students.

“I wouldn’t want to walk all the way across 
campus for dinner,” Yeh said.

Rice University does not receive any profit 
by letting the food trucks stay on campus. 

Graduate student Joshua Hwang said the 
food trucks would be more useful if they 
served lunch instead.

“A lot of grad students leave for home 
at night, so unless we’re working late, we 
wouldn’t get a chance to eat at the food 
trucks,” Hwang said.

GRAPHICS BY ELENA LACEY, LAYOUT BY CLAIRE ELESTWANI



MOBILE DINING

Waffles from The Waffle Bus aren’t just your normal waffles. Stuffed 
with deliciousness like fried chicken and beef, its waffles give you both 
the heavenly texture of a waffle and the satisfaction of a sandwich. 
Are they waffles or are they sandwiches? We are not sure, but they 
sure are delicious.

Shoutout to Rice: “We are very excited to be a part of the Rice dining 
experience. We think the students will love having our food truck on 
campus.”

Signature dishes: Buttermilk fried chicken and waffle sandwich ($7), 
Cheeseburger Fryders ($5), S’mores waffle sandwich ($6)

The Waffle Bus   WEDNESDAYS 
 

Firehouse Tacos   FRIDAYS 

The owner, Homero Ponce, is a retired captain of the 
Houston Fire Department. Having cooked for other 
firefighters during their 24-hour shifts when he was 
a rookie, Ponce now wants you to experience what 
firefighters eat at the fire station when it comes to 
Mexican food. The truck is currently run by his two 
sons, Alan and Eric.

Coreanos  MONDAYS 

Started in Austin, Texas, Coreanos is the perfect 
mix of Korean barbecue and Mexican cuisine. It was 
named the best food truck in Texas and the eighth-
best food truck in the nation by the Smithsonian 
Magazine.

Signature dishes: Korean barbecue burritos ($7), spe-
cialty french fries ($7), Korean barbecue tacos ($2.50)

Good Dog   THURSDAYS 

Handcrafted, Texas-made franks served in local arti-
san buns. Topped with homemade condiments and 
made fresh from scratch for you to enjoy. Good Dog 
Food Truck is on vacation until Aug. 31. 

Signature dishes: Good Dog, Chi-Town Dog, Ol’ Za-
pata Dog

Phamily Bites   TUESDAYS 
 Three brothers from different mothers: some pho, a cup, and a vision 
of asphalt and sriracha. Phamily Bites is truly Houston’s first Vietnam-
ese truck, serving everything from pho to banh mi to egg rolls and other 
Asian-inspired fare.

Shoutout to Rice: “We absolutely love Rice. Come on, we’re Asian. In all 
seriousness though, we’re happy to be here to feed all the Owls.”

Signature dishes: The “Vandalizer” (filet mignon beef banh mi) ($7), 
pork and shrimp egg rolls ($8), the Spam Musubi ($4)

GRAPHICS BY ELENA LACEY, LAYOUT BY CLAIRE ELESTWANI
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Rebuilding no longer: Owls hope for strong year
After three consecutive seasons fraught with injury and losses, the Owls look to 
bounce back this year on the back of an explosive offense and revamped defense 

rer

by Teddy Grodek 
Thresher StaFF

This year’s senior class of undergraduates 
— the class that matriculated in 2009 — has 
never watched a winning Rice football team. 

This means that memories of Clement 
and Dillard, of Texas Bowl berths and ten-
win seasons, have left campus. In the last 
year of his contract, signed after Rice’s last 
bowl appearance, Head Coach David Bailiff 
surely knows that if there is ever a year that 
his team has to succeed, it is this one.

There is hope this year that was not 
around the last few years. The word “rebuild-
ing” is no longer attached to this team. 

Every single media preview of the team 
highlights the explosive offense, with plenty 
of scoring potential. The defensive second-
ary, which struggled all of last season, has 
made steps toward repairing itself. The team 
has a new swagger, which is definitely need-
ed after a disappointing 2011 campaign.

“We’re excited about this season,” Bailiff 
said. “On a piece of paper it doesn’t look like 
we have a lot of returning starters but the 
reality is we have a lot of young men that 
got injured early that are coming back this      
season.”

The biggest story this season could be 
the continued quarterback controversy here 
at Rice, which has plagued the team the last 
few seasons. 

Junior Taylor McHargue, who has seen 
plenty of playing time the last two seasons,             
will look to finally make the starting lineup, 
hoping to avoid the litany of mistakes that 
forced him onto the bench at times. He had 
a strong spring and should be more mature 
in his decision making to go along with his 
strong arm.

The x-factor in McHargue’s playing time 
will be redshirt freshman Driphus Jackson, 
who can be a real running threat in Rice’s 
spread offense. 

Jackson has a strong arm and the makeup 
of a future quarterback, but could have trou-
ble topping the experience McHargue has 
gained over the past two seasons. 

The Owls are deepest at wide out and run-
ning back, as they have a plethora of options 
to hurt opposing teams.

Look for senior Sam McGuffie, now 
healthy, to provide opponents serious trou-
ble at slot receiver. He was moved from run-
ning back to the slot mostly to make room 
for Charles Ross, the sophomore who shined 
last season. 

Also coming back to help the offense are 
Vance McDonald, Donte Moore and tight end 
Luke Wilson.

The big question on offense will be the 
line, with only one starter returning. With 
such a young group, they will have to devel-
op quickly to provide the pocket protection 
necessary. With such a front-loaded sched-
ule, look for them to be tested quickly.

On the defensive front, the entire sys-
tem is new after giving up 462 yards of of-
fense and 33.3 points per game on average  
last season.

Chris Thurmond, last season’s corner-
back coach, will look to fix what happened 
last year with his promotion to the position 
of defensive coordinator. 

“He brought in a deal that says ‘fast and 
fun,’ and he’s one of the best coaches I’ve 
ever had,” senior defensive end Jared Wil-
liams told Ricefootball.net. “He’s a great 
communicator; he keeps it light. He reminds 
you that it’s just a game; there’s not that 
much pressure, just go out there and play, 

and if you remember what you’re supposed 
to be doing, you’ll be fine.”

Thurmond plans on keeping the basic 
scheme, but mixing in some wrinkles. The 
team badly needs a new look after hav-
ing one of the worst defenses in the nation  
last season.

Perhaps the strongest part of the defense 
will be the corner play, led by junior Phillip 
Gaines and sophomore Bryce Callahan. 

Callahan had a conference leading 
six interceptions last season. These two 
have the potential to curb opposing pass-
ing attacks against the Owls now that they  
have matured. 

Middle linebacker Cameron Nwosu is one 
of the most talented players on Rice’s ros-
ter, seemingly ending up everywhere on the 
field. He is young, but definitely the leader 
of the defense, and will look to have another 
big season.

On the line, there are a lot of ques-
tions, as the team aims to replace   its  
graduated seniors. 

The returning ends, Cody Bauer and Jared 
Williams, will hopefully add pressure to op-
posing quarterbacks to help the secondary. 
On the inside, look for a number of players 
hoping to earn playing time

On special teams, Kicker Chris Boswell 
has the potential to be one of the best in 
the game with his long legs. After losing 
All-American Kyle Martens to the NFL, ei-
ther Boswell or freshman Cameron Decell 
will take over the punting duties. Returning 
kicks and punts will probably be handled by 
committee, as Head Coach Bailiff has plenty  
of options from which to choose. 

Look for the Owls to get better as the sea-
son progresses, with the hardest parts of 
their schedule at the start. 

The season starts against the University 
of California, Los Angeles, a Pac-12 team that 
was under .500 last year. Other non-confer-
ence games include Kansas, Louisiana Tech 
and the University of Texas at San Antonio.

The conference schedule opens up 
against Marshall at Rice Stadium, before the 
following week’s game at Reliant against a 
Houston team without Case Keenum. 

Games at Memphis, Tulsa, Tulane and 
University of Texas at El Paso will be mixed 
in with home games against Southern Miss 
and Southern Methodist University.

Fans are growing restless without win-
ning and Rice hopes to put an end to that 
this year. All spring and summer fans heard 
stories of maturity and leadership, and that 
is hopefully what they will see this season.

RICE VS UCLA
When

Thursday, Aug. 30, 6:30 p.m.

Where
Rice Stadium 

THE NEWS
The very first game of the fall sea-
son was orginally scheduled for 
Sept. 1 but was moved up to  just 
before Labor Day Weekend so that 
the game could be televised on 
Thursday Night Kick Off. 

Mathison inghaM/thresher
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    Today kicks off the start to the Rice 
Women’s Volleyball team’s season. The Rice 
Invitational will be hosted at Tudor Field-
house, where the Owls will be competing 
against the United States Air Force Acade-
my, Arkansas State University and Brigham 
Young University. 
    The game against Air Force tonight at 
7 p.m. will be the first matchup, and has 
special significance since it is the first time 
in 14 years the two teams have competed 
against each other. When the Western Ath-
letic Conference began to split up, Air Force 
moved into the Mountain West Conference 
in 1999 and Rice University moved into 
Conference USA for the 2005 season.
    The Rice Owls will be matched up against 
ASU of the Sun Belt Conference tomorrow 

Volleyball is ready to set
The Rice Invitational marks the start 
of the season for the pre-ranked Owls

by  Marie Walsh
Sports Editor

Last season was a solid year for the Rice 
Owls women’s soccer team, one that was char-
acterized by immediate success and potential. 
They finished sixth overall in Conference USA, 
ending the year with a 10-7-4 record overall, 
including a 4-5-2 mark within the conference.

Led by Head Coach Nicky Adams, who of-
ficially took over the team on Nov. 15, 2010, the 
team was able to win 10 games, their highes 
total in three years. The most striking trait 
of the team was its youth, as it had only four 
seniors on the roster. Additionally, five of the 
11 regular starters were underclassmen

The team played well at home, ending the 
year with a 6-2-0 record, but struggled on the 
road to the tune of a 3-5-3 record. Such a dis-
parity between performance at home and on 
the road is not uncommon for young teams, 
and is something the group will surely look to 
improve upon entering this season.

    The Owls’ season ended in a penalty kick 
shootout for the second straight year, as they 
were eliminated in the Conference USA Cham-
pionship by the University of Texas at El Paso. 
The score was tied at 0-0 after the 90 minutes 
of regulation and two 10-minute overtimes, 
but UTEP was able to advance thanks to a 3-1 
advantage in the shootout. However, while 
the ending may not have been what the team 
originally envisioned, the year overall was 
still a successful one, as the group reached as 
high as 24th in the Ratings Percentage Index, 
especially impressive considering their rela-
tive youth.

    The team will look to build upon the 
promise of last year, hoping that the younger 
players will be able to develop and learn 

from last year in order to reach new levels of 
success this season. The team returns its top 
goal-scorer in junior Jessica Howard, who 
paced the team with eight, as well as sopho-
more goalkeeper Amy Czyz, who started all 21 
of the team’s games as a freshman. It will also 
bring back sophomore Ashton Geisendorff 
and senior Lauren LaGro, both of whom were 
named to the C-USA All- Tournament team.

   With their unique combination of youth 
and experience, the Owls should be able to 
take another step toward realizing their poten-
tial this year, challenging for a better overall 
finish than last season, a process that began 
Friday, Aug. 17, against Baylor.

   The Owls lost to the Bears 1-0 in their 
opener. The Owls fought hard against a dif-
ficult opponent, dueling the Bears to a draw 
in the second half. Czyz allowed the only goal 
of the game in the first half, but was otherwise 
brilliant, posting a career-high eight saves and 
only allowing a single goal despite facing a 
24-8 disadvantage in shots taken. 

Soccer learning on the fly
Women’s soccer looks to continue its growth, 
build on the promise it showed last season 

at 12:30 p.m. and BYU of the West Coast 
Conference at 7 p.m. The fact that the Owls 
have most recently been pre-ranked as the 
second favorite to win the C-USA Cham-
pionship after Tulsa, after placing second 
last year, bodes well for this hard-working 
team. Along with this great ranking, six 
starters from last year’s lineup return this 
year to hopefully continue their seasonal 
winning spree after last year’s impressive 
18-13 season. Two of these returning players 
are seniors Nancy Cole and junior Megan 
Murphy both of whom made the Pre-Season 
All C-USA team. 
    With such rankings, this weekend looks 
to be the start of a great season in the mak-
ing. The team travels next week to start 
off their away games. The Owls take on 
the University of Texas at San Antonio on 
Tuesday, Aug. 28.     

by Bhagwat Kumar
Sports Editor

RICE VS MCNEESE 
STATE

When
Sunday, Aug. 26, 6:00 p.m.

Where
Lake Charles, L.A. Write for Thresher Sports

thresher - sports@rice.edu
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These are the days of dreams. 
These are the days of blank records. 
These are the days of limitless poten-
tial, of imagination.

 These are the days, as the Hous-
ton heat and humidity peaks as cam-
pus fills and the energy begins to 
build again, as the preseason work-
outs end and the game-day jerseys 
come out, these are the days where 
you can’t help but say, “Why not this 
year? Why not us?”

These are the days of dreams, ex-
actly as they should be. 

As the Owls began to compete on 
the fields, tracks, courts and pools, 
bolstered by your and their shared, 
unbridled optimism, there are cer-
tain events that stand out on the 
schedule even at first glance.

Therefore, as you entertain dreams 
of conference championships, bowl 
games, and national berths, here are 
a set of Rice must-see home games to 
mark on your calendar for the begin-
ning of the fall semester.  

These events span different 
sports, but have one underlying com-
monality: You’re not going to want to 
miss any of them.

8/30 Football vs UCLA

Last year, a blocked field goal as 
time expired secured Rice’s first win 
against a BCS school in the last 23 at-
tempts during a thrilling 24-22 victory 
over Purdue. 

Rice opens with a great opportu-
nity to notch another victory against a 
BCS foe as the Bruins of the University 
of California, Los Angeles visit for a 
Thursday night season opener.

  9/14 Rice Cross Country Invite

This preseason meet is your only 
opportunity to see Rice’s Men’s and 
Women’s Cross Country teams in 
Houston before they travel across the 
nation to represent Rice. 

The men will be beginning their 
journey toward what they hope is an 
improvement over last year’s sixth 
place finish at the NCAA Regional 
Meet, while the women will be show-
casing their new stars after the depar-
ture of All-American Becky Wade and 
standout Allison Pye. 

  9/23 Women’s Soccer vs SMU

This is the first of two rematches 
from last year’s thrilling Conference 
USA tournament for the Owls. Last 
year, Rice knocked out its cross-
state foe in double overtime with a 
2-1 victory. This Sunday afternoon 
game promises to be a tough but key 
match to close out the first weekend 
of conference competition.

9/29 Football vs Houston at Reliant 
Stadium
   
    No team has successfully defended 
the Bayou Bucket Trophy since 2007. 
Rice will look to thwart University of 
Houston’s attempt to end that trend 
as the cross-town foes meet at Reliant 
Stadium. 

This will be the second time that 
UH and Rice play at Reliant, with the 
first being a 10-7 Rice victory in 2004. 
If recent history is any indicator, Reli-
ant will see a lot more points this time. 
Over their last five meetings, the two 
teams have averaged a combined 82 
points a game. 

9/30 Women’s Volleyball vs Tulsa

Tulsa enters C-USA play as the two-
time defending champion and pre-
season favorite. 

Rice, picked second in the pre-
season C-USA poll, can take a big step 
toward dethroning Tulsa and securing 
the automatic NCAA tournament bid 
with a win at Tudor Fieldhouse. The 
last time Rice beat Tulsa was in the 
C-USA tournament championship set 
game in 2009. 

10/19 Women’s Soccer vs UTEP

 Last season, the Lady Miners elim-
inated Rice in the C-USA semi-finals in 
a penalty shoot-out after 90 minutes 
plus two 10-minute overtime sessions 
left the squads level at zero. 

Rice will look to avenge that loss 
when they host University of Texas at 
El Paso on October 19. The match is 
also part of what could be a critical late 
season weekend for Rice. After UTEP, 
they’ll have their home season closer 
against preseason C-USA number 
three, Colorado College, before com-
pleting conference play the following 
Friday at Houston.
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DANCE
Looking for an alternative 
dance venue to the Martel Col-
lege sun deck? Tonight from 
8 p.m. until midnight., the 
MFAH Mixed Media Designed 
by IKEA event will feature 
dancing to live music by a disc 
jockey and a video installation. 
Guests must be 18 or over so 
bring your ID. Tickets cost $12  
for students.

MFAH
1001 Bissonnet street

www.mfah.org

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Farrah’s picks for events 
outside the hedges, both 

around Rice and in the 
Houston area, for this week.

TAIKOZA
Get pumped for Saturday night 
parties tomorrow by pre-gam-
ing on the other side of Main 
Street at Taikoza. Taiko drums 
take the stage at the Miller 
Outdoor Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 
Free tickets are available, but if 
you feel like dancing, perhaps 
think about taking a seat on 
the hill.

Miller Outdoor Theatre
6000 hermann Park Drive

milleroutdoortheatre.com

PONYO
Archetypes and Japanese 
anime collide Aug. 30 at the 
Jung Center. Attend a free 
screening of Hayao Miyaza-
ki’s Ponyo at 7 p.m. followed 
by a lecture on the freak-
ish similarities between the 
movie and Carl Jung’s theory 
of psychoanalysis. Reserva-
tions are not necessary, but 
remember to bring your phi-
losopher’s cap! 

Jung Center of Houston
5200 Montrose Boulevard

cgjunghouston.org

STARGAZE
Fret not that Houston has no 
stars. Stargaze at the Burke 
Baker Planetarium with the 
Starry Night Express. Pres-
ent your Rice ID for a $7 show 
of both live and pre-recorded 
scenes from the Hubble Space 
Telescope until Aug. 30.

Museum of Natural Science
5555 Hermann Park Drive

www.hmns.org

Ro sted: Most convenient cups of coffee

This past week kicked off a new 
year of friends, experiences, clubs, 
classes and work.  Every new stu-
dent will soon learn what all veteran 
upperclassmen learned long ago:  
Caffeine is necessary to power through 
all Rice University has to offer. Luck-
ily, there are numerous convenient 
and low-priced options on and off Rice 
campus to obtain caffeine in every 
shape and form.

Here are the Top five convenient 
coffee shops for students to enjoy a 
nice cup of joe:

1. Rice Coffeehouse, RMC
Founded in the 1980s by stu-

dents in the basement of Hanszen 
College, student-run Coffeehouse is 
now one of the most popular shops 
and lounge areas on campus. Since 
its initial founding, Coffeehouse 
has continuously proven so popu-
lar that it had to be relocated to a 
larger space three times. Now it is 
conveniently located in the Rice 
Memorial Center adjacent to the 

Rice Bookstore and is open until 1 
a.m. on weekdays for a late-night 
caffeine boost. The menu has a 
wide variety of options: regular 
drip coffee, lattes, cappuccinos and 
other espresso drinks, iced coffee, 
black and green teas, personalized 
blended flavored drinks, bagels, 
muffins and other baked goods. At 
12:45 a.m., Coffeehouse also offers 
the remaining batches of drip coffee 
for free; just bring your own cup. 
The best part: Coffeehouse accepts 
Tetra Points. Coffeehouse is the 
best, most convenient and least ex-
pensive place to buy delicious cof-
fee and tea. 

2. Salento, Brochstein Pavilion
The next most convenient cof-

fee shop is located on campus in 
the Brochstein Pavilion by Fondren 
Library. Catered by Salento, a well-
established cafe in Rice Village, 
Brochstein sells coffee, espresso, 
tea, sandwiches, salads, soups, 
pastries and fruit. Be warned: 
Salento is very overpriced. An aver-
age-quality drink from Salento can 
be up to more than three times the 
price of a cup from Coffeehouse. On 
the bright side, Tetra Points are ac-
cepted at Brochstein as well.

3. Ruggles Cafe, Rice Village
Located on Rice Boulevard in Rice 

Village, and only a 10-minute walk or 
five-minute bike ride from campus, 
Ruggles is a wonderful cafe that serves 
delicious entrees, desserts and coffee. 
For only $2.50, you can order unlimited 
refills of surprisingly delicious drip cof-
fee. Ruggles also sells loose-leaf teas 
and hot chocolate, and has an outside 
patio that provides a nice off-campus 
study area.

4. Starbucks, Rice Village
Starbucks on University Boulevard 

is a comfortable off-campus cafe selling 
all of the standard Starbucks favorites. 
This Starbucks is also a convenient off-
campus study option, as they have free 
Wi-Fi for customers.

5. Black Hole Coffee House, 
Graustark Street

The Black Hole Cafe is a local 
hotspot located a few blocks north of 
Rice campus. Although it takes about a 
10-minute bike ride, the coffeeshop is a 
cozy, eclectic space that serves a variety 
of wonderful coffee and espresso drinks 
at reasonable cost. Black Hole is perfect 
if you are up for a small off-campus ad-
venture, craving an espresso drink or 
looking for a new scene to study.   

The Rice Coffeehouse in the RMC is the most convenient coffee purveyor 
on campus. Other perks include its friendly staff and delicious drinks.

Mathison inghaM/thresher

Amanda Gutierrez

Farrah Madanay
Thresher A&E Editor

Though printmaking may not be as 
readily recognized as a high art com-
pared with en plein air painting or 
bronze sculpture, the art has a storied 
history, from the woodcut blocks of Jap-
anese ukiyo-e to the dark rooms of the 
house of Francisco Goya. 

Co-curated by Visual and Dra-
matic Arts professor Karin Broker 

and Baker College senior Elena 
Lacey, “Houston Ink,” in the Rice 
Cinema gallery, disengages visitors 
from their assumption that printmak-
ing is art solely acculturated into  
common culture.

From the simple black and white 
“Free Hugs” T-shirts to an intricate-
ly designed poster for a Black Keys 
concert, printmaking is an art form 
that can be effectively used and ap-
preciated outside of stuffy, juried 

exhibition spaces. Perhaps because 
of the ubiquity of printmaking in 
everyday American culture, prints 
seem out of place when wrangled 
and returned to the stark white 
walls of art galleries, such as in the 
Rice Cinema.

Today is the final day of the exhi-
bition, which displays a collection 
of masks, tapestries, posters, sculp-
tures and framed wall hangings, 
all created through printmaking.  

   Red, white and black anthropomor-
phic masks, created by Dennis Mc-
Nett and Burning Bones Press, stand 
at various heights at one corner of  
the gallery. 

An accompanying photo book 
shows the masks were worn at the 2012 
Art Car Parade. However, the masks took 
a back seat to the art car: a 1997 Honda 
Civic outfitted with a woodcut and 
screen-printed plywood structure of a  
Mayan Temple. 

In the middle of the bottom floor, 
a sculpture, which looks like the Ma-
yan analogue to the head of a Chinese 
lion dance costume, sits with its split 
tongue hanging out. The “Pleased to 
meet you!” lettering on the floor in front 
juxtaposes with the multi-patterned, 
jagged-toothed face. The art car, masks 
and sculpture break the stereotype that 
printmaking is one-dimensional.

Concert posters for venues rang-
ing from the Continental Club to the 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion fill 
the entire length of the wall behind the 
Mayan head sculpture. The wall brings 
the everyday into the gallery; this wall 
of posters could just as easily hang in a 
college student’s dorm room. The wall 
highlights these posters as art, blurring 
the line between mass-produced adver-
tisements and collected original prints.

Upstairs, the gallery reverts to tradi-
tion: Framed prints hang at measured 
intervals from each other, individually 
lit by can lights. Prints vary from ab-
stract depictions, such as the Adam and 
Eve apes, complete with green serpent 
and John Milton’s red apple “forbidden 
fruit,” to video game-esque figural de-
signs such as a scantily clad woman with  
a headdress.

Broker and Lacey, who is the 
Thresher illustrator and news designer, 
curate an exhibition which not only as-
serts a place for printmaking in the gal-
lery, but also reinvents printmaking as a 
3-D art form. Printmaking is urban and 
urbane, an art of the past designing  
the future.
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Y’all went where?
Must-visit places for new students

Free time at Rice University may come 
only every weekend, but living in the cultural 
epicenter of the fourth-largest city in the U.S. 
has its perks. 

With refillable METROcards, free muse-
um passes, the Hedgehopper card and other 
Rice discounts, venturing outside the hedges 
should be a cheap and easy diversion from 
Shakespeare and general chemistry.

 Let Rice become your platform for adven-
ture and kick-start your first year of explora-
tion with the help of these upperclassmen’s 
suggestions.

Houston Museum District
1401 Richmond Ave.

“The Museum District is an awesome place 
to explore. Rice students have the opportu-
nity to visit the Museum of Natural Science, 
the Museum of Fine Arts and the Houston Zoo 
for free!  Food trucks park in this district right 
by Rice, so this is an area that will appeal to 
your taste buds as well!”
-Christian Woo, Sid Richardson College se-
nior

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
1 Reliant Parkway

“Y’all should hit up the Houston Rodeo 
when it comes to town to get a real taste of 
Texas food and music!”
-Jesse Passman, Baker College junior

Houston Galleria
5085 Westheimer Road

“Definitely visit the Galleria mall. The 
Galleria is the fourth-largest mall in the Unit-
ed States, and it’s a lot of fun to go shopping 
there. It’s even fun to just go to people watch 
and see how diverse the city really is.”
-John Dietz, Brown College senior

The Wortham Theater Center show-
cases Houston’s performing arts.

Courtesy wikipedia.org

Farrah Madanay/thresher

The Beer Can House is a hidden gem lo-
cated in a residential area of The Heights. 

Museum of Fine Arts Houston,
 1001 Bissonnet St. &
Wortham Theater Center, 
501 Texas St.

“Certainly check out the local museums 
and performing arts such as the Museum of 
Fine Arts Houston and the Wortham Theater 
Center. Although the idea may come off as cli-
ché or obvious, we’re actually lucky to have 
such easy access to culture and history, so 
use the opportunity given!”
-Glory Nwaugbala, Brown College senior

Discovery Green
1500 McKinney St.

“Surrounded by the towering buildings 
of downtown Houston, Discovery Green is 
a beautiful public park just a few blocks 
from Main Street Square. There are plenty of 
things to do and see here any time of year, 
from admiring the public art installations 
and relaxing on the rolling hills to cooling off 
in the splash fountain. In the winter, there is 
even a skating rink!”
-Michael Apolinario, McMurtry College senior

Beer Can House
222 Malone St.

“Though alcohol-free, The Beer Can 
House draws swarms of visitors between Me-
morial Day and Labor Day. Just pay $2 and 
step into John Milkovich’s eccentric project, 
a house with an exterior covered in beer cans. 
Flattened beer cans and colored glass bottles 
substitute painted walls. Chains of beer can 
tabs and rims drape from the roof, softly 
clattering in the wind. The house epitomizes 
Houston’s quirky culture.”
-Farrah Madanay, Duncan College senior
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Johanna Ohm
Thresher Editorial Staff

A taste of Spain is tucked away in 
Midtown’s western corner. Just minutes 
away from downtown and only a few 
miles away from Rice, Majorca Bistro and 
Tapas offers delicacies from its name-
sake island and a glimpse of authentic  
Spanish tradition. 

The dining experience at Majorca dif-
fers from the neighboring restaurants clus-
tered along West Gray: Majorca seems to be 
much more than a restaurant. It is a bit of a 
club, sometimes a bar and more popularly, a  
dance venue. 

Diners who chance a visit on Thursday, 
Friday or Saturday nights will get to experi-
ence live Flamenco dancers cutting through 
the dining room. Sunday brunches come 
with complimentary booty-popping: There 
is a live disc jockey playing mashups from a 
wide variety of artists. Entertainment seems 
to be a priority at this Iberian eatery, with 
Wednesdays featuring new forms of weekly 
live entertainers and Sunday nights offering 
salsa dancing for the avid salsero looking for 
a new scene. As an extra perk, salsa nights 
come with discounted mimosas.

Y’all went where?
Must-Visit Places for New Students

Free time at Rice University may come 
only every weekend, but living in the cultural 
epicenter of the fourth-largest city in the U.S. 
has its perks. 

With refillable METROcards, free muse-
um passes, the Hedgehopper card and other 
Rice discounts, venturing outside the hedges 
should be a cheap and easy diversion from 
Shakespeare and general chemistry.

 Let Rice become your platform for adven-
ture and kick-start your first year of explora-
tion with the help of these upperclassmen’s 
suggestions.

Houston Museum District
1401 Richmond Ave.

“The Museum District is an awesome place 
to explore. Rice students have the opportu-
nity to visit the Museum of Natural Science, 
the Museum of Fine Arts and the Houston Zoo 
for free!  Food trucks park in this district right 
by Rice, so this is an area that will appeal to 
your taste buds as well!”
-Christian Woo, Sid Richardson College se-
nior

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
1 Reliant Parkway

“Y’all should hit up the Houston Rodeo 
when it comes to town to get a real taste of 
Texas food and music!”
-Jesse Passman, Baker College junior

Houston Galleria
5085 Westheimer Road

“Definitely visit the Galleria mall. The 
Galleria is the fourth-largest mall in the Unit-
ed States, and it’s a lot of fun to go shopping 
there. It’s even fun to just go to people watch 
and see how diverse the city really is.”
-John Dietz, Brown College senior

Lankford lacks 
curb appeal but 
serves  big eats

Allie Schaich
Thresher Staff

If I had not seen Lankford Grocery & Mar-
ket featured on “The Food Network’s” popu-
lar show “Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives,” I 
most likely would not have stopped or even 
given this small store and its faded sign a  
second glance.

I made the journey out to Lankford Grocery 
in Midtown to see what the restaurant had to of-
fer. When I arrived on a Sunday afternoon, the 
inside seating was completely full, so I sat down 
at one of the picnic tables outside and picked up 
a menu. The laid-back atmosphere and friendly 
wait staff only made the experience better. The 
restaurant also had a charming diner feel to it, 
complete with vintage sign decorations and  
red-and-blue-checkered tablecloths.

Lankford Grocery’s menu is not large; it 
features breakfast specials, sandwiches, a 
plethora of burgers and the traditional sides 
(French fries, onion rings and tater tots). I 
was intrigued by its burger selection, which 
ranges from an old-fashioned cheeseburger to 
a burger crowned with freshly made macaroni 
and cheese. I selected the Red, White & Blue 
Burger, which features roasted red peppers, 
red onions, ranch and bleu cheese. In typical 
American fashion, I ordered a side of fries to go 
along with the burger. 

When my food arrived at the table, I was 
shocked at how large the portions were. In 
addition to a basket overflowing with fries, 
I received a burger that was about the size of 
my face. The burger was unlike any I had ever 
tasted. The meat was tender, had a little bit of 
a spicy flavor and was cooked medium just as 
I had requested. I tasted all the toppings indi-
vidually, but the flavors also combined nicely. 
The taste of the bleu cheese was strong, but not 
too dominating. The peppers and onions gave 
the burger a little bit of a kick, but this was bal-
anced out with the cool and tangy flavor of the 
ranch dressing. There was a perfect amount of 
each ingredient, even though the burger was so 
massive its contents were falling out. The bun 
was toasted to a crisp on the outside and soft 
in the middle, so it held the burger together 
well. In hindsight, I probably should not have 
ordered the fries on the side, but they were de-
liciously soft and crisp nonetheless.

I would highly recommend Lankford Gro-
cery to anyone who is feeling hungry and in 
the mood to try a hidden Houston treat. I will 
be sure to return to Lankford Grocery in the  
near future.

Lankford Grocery & Market

A
Location: 88 Dennis St.
Phone Number:713-522-9555
Price Range: $
Recommended menu item: Red, White & 
Blue Burger
The rundown: Lankford Grocery & Market 
shot to fame on Guy Fieri’s TV show, and for 
good reason. The diner serves big-as-your-
face burgers with even bigger flavor.

Majorca

A
Location: 207 Gray St.
Phone Number: 832-582-7176
Price Range: $$
Recommended menu item:  
Majillones, Salad Nicoise
The rundown: Majorca provides pa-
trons with a multisensory, Iberian dining 
experience complete with tapas, live music, 
flamenco dances and mimosas.

Majorca marvels with meals and music

Courtesy austin.Culturemap.Com

Lankford Grocery is an old-fashioned 
burger joint hidden in Midtown.

Chic decor adds to the fun atmosphere. 
Metalwork decorates the outdoor terrace, large 
Spanish paintings adorn the walls inside, and 
European tiles add a colorful accent to the 
shelves behind the bar. The restaurant has a 
large outdoor seating area with white lights 
laced around the railings for nighttime diners 
and red umbrellas to shade brunch tables from 
the sun. 

The waitstaff is sophisticated, yet friendly. 
Waiters are knowledgeable and helpful in ad-
vising dish-beverage pairings as well as pro-
viding expert opinions on the tapas choices. 
The lack of escargot last Saturday was some-
what disappointing, but the waitress chimed 
in with a helpful recommendation for the 
Peces Sarro, a layered tapas dish with tilapia, 
shrimp, scallops, avocado and olives. 

The menu offers a wide range of small 
plates: There are options that cost as little as 
$3 to $4 for light vegetable samplings and $6 
to $9 for meatier tapas, such as the empana-
dillas stuffed with oxtail. The prices for larger 
entrees are reasonable and a bargain relative 
to their quality and preparation. The salad 
nicoise is topped with raw sushi-grade Ahi 

Majorca pays attention to detail, from its Iberian dishes to its chic regional decorations.

tuna, served with a light, spicy mustard dress-
ing, copious amounts of beets and a well-por-
tioned volume of greens. The sandwiches are 
all priced around $8 to $9, whether ordering 
lamb brochettas in pita bread or the veggie 
burger with feta cheese. The catch of the day, 
a whole fish complete with bones, costs $28.95 
but provides enough fish for an entire table of 
hearty appetites.

Other entree items provide an eclectic mix of 
options: everything from glazed duck breast and 
the more expensive lobster tail to grilled rabbit 
and steamed mussels. There is a refreshing em-
phasis on alternatives to chicken. Majorca offers 
anything but the ordinary take on Iberian. Yes, 
there is chicken and steak, but not prepared in 
the ordinary way of the mass-produced versions. 

The presentation for each dish is also im-
pressive in itself. Thinly sliced fried plantains 
are served like chips with the tapas and squiggle 
their way up from the plate. Colors from red to 
green splash across the tops of soups and each 
dish arrives as a near-art form. 

The dining experience at Majorca is sure 
to delight and surprise. In the words of a  
Spaniard: Fantastico!

Courtesy houstonpress.Com

The Wortham Theater Center show-
cases Houston’s performing arts.

Courtesy wikipedia.org

Farrah madanay/thresher

The Beer Can House is a hidden gem lo-
cated in a residential area of The Heights. 

Museum of Fine Arts Houston,
 1001 Bissonnet St. &
Wortham Theater Center, 
501 Texas St.

“Certainly check out the local museums 
and performing arts such as the Museum of 
Fine Arts Houston and the Wortham Theater 
Center. Although the idea may come off as cli-
ché, or obvious, we’re actually lucky to have 
such easy access to culture and history, so 
use the opportunity given!”
-Glory Nwaugbala, Brown College senior

Discovery Green
1500 McKinney St.

“Surrounded by the towering buildings 
of downtown Houston, Discovery Green is 
a beautiful public park just a few blocks 
from Main Street Square. There are plenty of 
things to do and see here any time of year, 
from admiring the public art installations 
and relaxing on the rolling hills to cooling off 
in the splash fountain. In the winter, there is 
even a skating rink!”
-Michael Apolinario, McMurtry College senior

Beer Can House
222 Malone St.

“Though alcohol-free, The Beer Can 
House draws swarms of visitors between Me-
morial Day and Labor Day. Just pay $2 and 
step into John Milkovich’s eccentric project, 
a house with an exterior covered in beer cans. 
Flattened beer cans and colored glass bottles 
substitute painted walls. Chains of beer can 
tabs and rims drape from the roof, softly 
clattering in the wind. The house epitomizes 
Houston’s quirky culture.”
-Farrah Madanay, Duncan College senior

Thresher Arts & Entertainment
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Photos 
of..

 .the 
Week

Second headliner Sammy Adams performs at Tudor Fieldhouse for new and returning students at Rice Proram Council’s Welcome Back Concert. In the background is Adams’ disc jockey, 
JayCeeOh.

Redshirt freshman quarterback Driphus Jackson throws a pass at practice on Thursday, Aug. 23, at  
Rice Stadium. Football kicks off the season Aug. 30 against the University of California, Los Angeles.

Claude Steele, author of “Whistiing Vivaldi,” speaks at the RMC on 
Tuesday, Aug. 21 .
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the Calendar
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follow us 24/7 at twitter.com/threshercal

Wednesday 29

HOW TO suBMIT CaLendaR ITeMs
The deadline for submission is 3 p.m. the Monday prior to pub-
lication.  Submissions are printed on a space-available basis.

Submission methods

Fax: 713.348.5238

Email: thresher-calendar@rice.edu

Campus Mail:  Calendar Editor
              Thresher, ms-524

Tuesday 28

MOnday 27

FRIday 24

saTuRday 25

sunday 26

THuRsday 30
Down-home downtime

I t’s almost the weekend, so 
get a head start on unwind-
ing and attend a free con-
cert at the Miller Outdoor 
Theatre in Hermann Park. 
The show starts at 8 p.m. 
and features the talents 
of two country-soul-folk-
bluegrass fusion groups, 
Nashville’s SteelDrivers 
and Canada’s The Abrams 
Brothers. If you are wonder-
ing what exactly country-
soul-folk-bluegrass fusion 
is, then you should head 
out to Hermann Park to pla-
cate your probing.  Visit the 
Miller Outdoor Theatre box 
office today between 10:30 
a.m and 1 p.m. to reserve 
your free ticket. 

Stretch yourself!
Feeling a little bent out of 
shape by the long hours of 
Tuesday classes? Head over 
to the Discovery Green for 
an hour of yoga. All of that 
sun-saluting and soldier 
posing is sure to work the 
kinks out of your shoulders, 
but maybe not the kinks in 
your continued battle with 
late registration and wait-
listing. Did I mention that 
it’s free? And at the most 
pleasant time of day (6:30 
to 7:30 p.m.)? Well it is and 
it’s also located at the An-
heuser-Busch Stage.

this evening at 7 p.m., with 
a screening of “The Day 
I Saw Your Heart.” This 
French comedy-melodrama 
centers on the relationship 
between a twenty-some-
thing daughter and her 
sixty-something dad and is 
sure to leave you feeling re-
freshed and maybe a little 
cultured, too? Oui, bien sur.

Cro a k i n g  co n s t r u c -
t i o n s  a n d  ca m p u s 
c re a t i o n

Ever wonder why Fon-
dren Library doesn’t seem 
to quite match the archi-
tectural continuity of the 
academic quad? Hope to 
learn something of equal 
or greater conversational 
value than “Hey, did you 
know you can get Anderson 
Hall to make frog noises?” 
Tonight from 7 to 9 p.m. 
you can join architectural 
historian Stephen Fox for a 
discussion on the original 
design and ongoing archi-
tectural evolution of our 
campus. You can be almost 
certain you will finally 
learn why Brochstein Pavil-
ion looks the way it does, 
and maybe even why Sid 
Richardson is the tallest 
of the colleges on campus.
The lecture will take place 
in the Heritage Society Tea 
Room on 1100 Bagby Street. 
Admission is open to the 
public. 

First SA meeting of the 
year

Maybe you’re one of the 
aforementioned new stu-
dent hopefuls, maybe you 
want to catch a glimpse of 
the inner workings of Rice, 
or maybe you want some 
free food. Regardless, you 
should stop by the Farn-
sworth Pavilion tonight 
from 9 to 10 p.m. for the first 
Student Association Sen-
ate meeting of the year. Re-
member, you don’t have to be 
a member of the SA to sit in 
on senate meetings, so go. Be 
a fly on the wall or an opin-
ionated audience member. 

Brain storms
Imagine not only living 
in the Ninth Ward of New 
Orleans and surviving the 
direct hit of Hurricane Ka-
trina, but filming the en-
tire experience. “Trouble 
the Water” is an Academy 
Award-nominated docu-
mentary that is unprec-
edented in its honesty and 
illustration of hope for a 
new beginning. Filmed by 
rap artist hopeful Kimberly 
Rivers Roberts and her hus-
band, the film begins with 
Roberts filming herself 
and her neighbors while 
trapped in the Ninth Ward 
and goes on to show a first-
hand experience of Katrina 
and its aftermath. Screen-
ing begins at 4 p.m. at 14 
Pews. Tickets are $10. Call 
281-888-9677 for further in-
formation.

Franco-filme
It’s the first Saturday of the 
academic year. You may 
be feeling a bit worn out 
by the week’s classes, the 
Martel party or errand runs 
you had to make today. 
Since you’re already going 
to be outside the hedges 
scavenging for good eats 
this evening, you know 
what I think you should 
do? Unwind with a good 
movie. A quick METRORail 
stop away from campus is 
the Museum of Fine Arts 
and a good movie at a great 
price: $7. Student tickets 
are what they’re offering 

note. They know how to 
throw one big rootin’-
tootin’ Texas hootenanny 
and they know that you 
don’t mess with Texas. So 
throw on your dude ranch-
iest duds (just please don’t 
take any fashion cues from 
Channing Tatum. Put pants 
on with those chaps, y’all) 
and head on over to the 
Martel sundeck for a re-
fresher course on wranglin’ 
up some Texas pride. Doors 
are open from 10 p.m. to 2 
a.m. 

“Forgotten Soldiers” 
screening

This evening the Chao 
Center for Asian Studies 
and the Department of Vi-
sual and Dramatic Arts are 

Newbie? Serve your con-
stituency.

Are you an ambitious new 
student looking for a way 
to contribute to the Rice 
community and get in-
volved with the Student 
Association? Then you are 
going to want to consider 
attending a New Student 
Representative information 
session today from 8 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. at Farnsworth Pa-
vilion to learn more about 
the responsibilities and 
benefits of the position and 
how you can apply. Be sure 
to stay after to sit in on an 
SA meeting for a sneak pre-
view of what you will be 
taking part in as an NSR. 
Visit sa.rice.edu/nsrinfo.

sudOku

These sudokus were created by sudokupuzzler.com.
They are rated mild and spicy difficulty, respectively.

The solutions will be posted on Twitter at twitter.com/threshercal.

Side-dish smorgasbord
Starting to feel like that 
double helping of courses 
you decided to take has 
left you with little variety 
on your plate? Your palate 
could surely be refreshed 
by a healthy dose of extra-
curricular activities and 
volunteer opportunities. 
Lucky for you, today from 
12:30 to 4 p.m. the Student 
Involvement Activities Fair 
is being held in the Grand 
Hall and the Central Quad. 
Browse the vast menu of 
extracurricular options 
and maybe even sign up for 
a few. 

Everything’s bigger...at 
Martel?

Whether it’s hair, state 
pride or food portions, 
Texas has supersized it all, 
y’all, and it is clear that 
Martel College has taken 

sponsoring a screening of 
a moving documentary, 
“Forgotten Soldier,” direct-
ed by Donald A. Plata and 
written by Chris Schaefer. 
“Forgotten Soldier” centers 
around the little-known 
moment in World War II 
when the president of the 
United States ordered Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur 
to strand 80,000 soldiers 
on Bataan. These Filipino 
and American soldiers are 
known as the Philippine 
Scouts, and this docu-
mentary is their story. The 
screening begins at 6:00 
p.m. and will be followed 
by a medal ceremony for a 
family hoping to recognize 
their grandfather who sur-
vived this ordeal.

Either way, you are welcome 
to join in and have a hoot of 
a time. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
1–35 words $15
36–70 words $30
70–105 words $45

C a s h ,  ch e c k  o r  c re d i t  c a rd  p ay m e n t  m u s t  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t ,  wh i c h  m u s t  b e  re ce ive d  b y  4  p . m .  
on the Tuesday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

classifieds@rice.edu

The Backpage is satire and is written by Alex Weinheimer and Anthony Lauriello.  Email comments and questions to ajw3@rice.edu.

Wanted
Driver needed for high school student pick-
up. M-F, 5:30 pm, 8 hr/wk, $14/hr, plus mileage. 
Students live in West University, school 8 miles 
away.  Must have reliable car, excellent driving 
record, references.  Call Sarah 713.882.8291

Hiring Part Time Babysitter/Nanny for 3 Boys 
(age 10, 8, 5) in Bellaire. Monday - Friday 3 
p.m. - 7 p.m. Responsibilities include: Picking 
up from school, Helping with homework, Driv-
ing to sports activities, Cooking dinner, Light 
cleaning/straightening up. Start date: As soon 
as possible. Please contact Amy McGuire at 
713-502-7070 or amcguire@bcm.edu if you are 
interested.

Graduate student looking for proof reader 
and possible typist for academic school year. 
Salary negotiable. Call Tony at 713-987-4990.

Need a babysitter Mon- Fri from 2:50pm to 
6pm.   I am flexible with days/hours.   A car is 
necessary to pick up the kids from school, good 
driving record, enjoys children, ages 8 and 6.   
School and home very close to Rice.  Will reim-
burse for gas.  Please call 713-562-8430 if inter-
ested. 

Tutoring positions available.  We are looking 
for dependable, caring academic tutors to wor-

with students grades 1-12 one-on-one in their 
homes (in the galleria area) during after school 
hours and possibly on weekends throughout 
the 2011-2012 school year. Compensation is $25/
hour.  Please contact Alyson at At-Home Tutor-
ing Services for more information at 713.572.3533 
or email hometutoring@aol.com.

BABYSITTER needed for occasional evenings/
afternoons in West U. Friendly, outgoing 6 yr 
old boy. Seeking lively caregiver with an inter-
est in child development. Household has two 
nice dogs. References required.   Competitive 
pay. (713) 540-7280.

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING Squared, a private 
tutorial service, needs part-time tutors in Math-
ematics, Biology, Chemistry, Phsyics, Spanish, 
English, Economics, and Finance. Flexible 

hours. EXCELLENT PAY. No house calls. Office 
located close to campus. 713-528-7085

Youth Swim School hiring experienced swim 
instructors. Looking for smiling faces that are 
sharp, outgoing and great with children in 
water. Part-time/year round position. Training 
provided.

Part time pet sitters needed for inner loop 
communities.   We offer flexible schedules and 
competitive pay. Applicants must meet the fol-
lowing criteria: 1. Be at least 21 years of age. 2. 
Successfully pass background and reference 
checks. 3. Have experience in the pet service/
pet retail industry. History of pet ownership will 
be considered. 4. Possess a reliable means of 
transportation. 5. Willing to work holidays and 
weekends. Please contact Alexis Salazar at 832-

338-8307 or alexis@cubbiesbone.com for an ap-
plication and/or more information. Please visit 
us at www.cubbiesbone.com

Energetic, reliable person for afterschool 
care of  easy going children (ages 8, 12, and 15 
yrs) in West University. Flexible hours - 3-6pm 
most weekdays. Involves driving to and from 
activities. No car necessary but driver’s licence 
and excellent driving record a must. Call Jess 
at 832 693 0322.

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for  ALL LEVELS  of Middle/High 
School Math/Natural & Social Sciences/Hu-
manities. Reliable transportation required. Pay 
$20-40/hr based on experience. Contact  832-
428-8330  and email resume to  siyengar777@
gmail.com

Volume shortage strikes campus
  When students returned to school 

last weekend, none of them could have 
predicted the horror that awaited them 
in the servery. The standard white paper 
cups, nestled next to the coffee machine, 
had been replaced with far smaller mod-
els. While no explanation was given 
by Housing and Dining, documents re-
covered by the Rice Thresher revealed 
the truth behind the people respon-
sible for the largest volume shortage 
in the university’s history.  
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the 
spr ing 
of 2012, unnamed members of 
Coffeehouse leadership contacted Ve-
ronica Boorom of H&D to alter the con-
ditions of a secret deal as old as Coffee-
house itself. An unnamed source, known 
only by his codename, NickMathison, 
detailed the clandestine arrangement.

“Everyone thinks the servery coffee 
and Coffeehouse coffee are different be-
cause one costs money and one doesn’t. 
How wrong they are. Both come from 
Katz Coffee, a discount provider of C-
grade quality beans. Coffeehouse and 
H&D buy in bulk together, and then the 
Coffeehouse employees do their hipster 
thing and drive up the price. The profits 
are split, half-and-half. Why do you 
think Coffeehouse got all that space 
and concrete? Because H&D 
wanted them to. That’s why.”

Several campus groups have 
hinted about the pact between the 
two organizations, but their accu-
sations were considered obsurd. 

“Katz’s Coffeehouse coffee, Katz’s 
servery coffee, they’re the same thing. 
Doesn’t anyone notice this? I feel like 
I am taking crazy pills,” Lovett College 

sophomore Jacobin Mugatu, president of 
Cups4America, said.

These allegations were proven ac-
cording to several documents. The 
Thresher also learned that both organi-
zations wanted to increase their profits 
further by discouraging students from 
drinking coffee at the servery. The heads 
of Coffeehouse and H&D floated sev-
eral ideas around, including watering 
down the coffee more than usual in the 
servery or making the Coffeehouse staff 
more pretentious, but the former option 
was considered too risky and the lat-
ter impossible. Instead, they settled on 
shrinking the cups to leprechaun size. 

This plan had the double benefit 
of cutting costs for H&D while 
increasing revenue for Coffee-
house. Coupled with a price 
increase of $330 for room and 
board, the plan is expected to 
double H&D profits. 

The decreases in cup volume 
are not without costs to society. 

The new cup size is somewhere in 
between shot glass and juice box, de-
stroying any hopes for an efficient de-
livery system of coffee, tea or cereal. 

Worse, the sleeves provided by the 
servery to protect the holder from heat 
are designed for human-sized cups.  
The servery cups simply slip through 
them.

  

Predictably, student reaction to the minia-
ture drinking vessels has been fierce. 

“What are these, cups for ants? They 
need to be at least three times bigger,” Jones 
College freshman Christian Villescas said. 

Others went to Twitter to voice their 
opinions, but the Thresher didn’t quote 
them because no one should care what 
people have to say on Twitter.

Both H&D and Coffeehouse have re-
fused to comment on the issue of the cups.  

Mugatu and Cups4America have begun a 
campaign to bring back normal-sized cups 
to Rice students to end the volume shortage.

“Contact your local H&D representa-
tive and beg for the return of real cups,” 
Mugatu said.

= Room & Board = Servery cup volume

12 oz

5 oz$12,300

$12,600

2012
-2013

2011-
2012

2010
-2011

UTENSIL AND DISHWARE 
REPRESENTATIVES 

Duncan & McMurtry
Veronica Boroom: 713-348-5442

veronica@rice.edu

Brown, Jones & Martel
David Brown:  713-348-4256

david.brown@rice.edu 

Baker, Lovett & Will Rice
Brad Thacker: 713-348-2673
brad.thacker@rice.edu

Hanszen, Wiess & 
Sid Richardson

Julie Bogar: 713-348-8047
jbogar@rice.edu 
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