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Disorienation looms 
After a week of orientation, disorientation is 
on the horizon. On Saturday upperclassmen 
move back to Rice and starting at noon, cam-
pus will no longer be dry. Whether its whiskey 
or water in your cup, be sure to go out and 
enjoy the festivites at your college.

Wisdom for all 
Lovett College President Christian Neal 
imparts some advice to the incoming 
freshman class. 

Outreach  Day 
On Saturday, 
hundreds of Rice 
students will flood 
the Houston com-
munity to serve 
others through a 
multitude of differ-
ent organizations.
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Light rail tour 
Explore the best eateries accessible by the 
light rail transit system.
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I Hate College
This and other Sammy Adams hits will 
rock Tudor Field House at the RPC Wel-
come Back Concert on Saturday.
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The Purity Test is back
Backpage Editor Anthony Lauriello  
discusses the Thresher’s decision to bring 
back the controversial tradition.

Fall TV preview
Get a glimpse of the newest TV shows 
coming to network television this Fall.

by Emily Nichol
News Editor

Astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson will 
speak at Rice’s 100th commencement on 
May 11th, 2013. 

The selection committee consisted of five 
undergraduate students from a variety of de-
partments, two graduate students, associate 
professor of civil and environmental engi-
neering and Hanszen master Rob Griffin, and 
adviser David Vassar, the senior assistant to 
President David Leebron. 

“As in prior years, I’ve been very pleased 
with the kind of choices the students have 
made,” Leebron said. “Especially given Rice’s 
historic connection with space flight, that Dr. 
Tyson is one of the foremost advocates in the 
country for science makes him a great choice.”

Tyson, who is the Director of Hayden 
Planetarium at the American Museum of 
Natural History, founded the museum’s de-
partment of astrophysics and has served 
on NASA’s advisory council; additionally, 
People magazine voted Tyson “Sexiest Astro-
physicist Alive” in 2000. 

Besides Tyson’s scientific contributions, he 
also has a reputation for humor. 

“Tyson has done a lot, ” committee member 
Mariel Rodriguez said. “He’s given some really 
inspiring talks, but he’s also been on ‘The Col-
bert Report. Honestly, I think that the diversity 
of what he’s done is the important point. He’s 
an astrophysicist and a mathematician, but 
also he does comedy and has a PBS show. I 
think the message is that it’s important to keep 
your options open and to stray from the path 

you have in mind if the option presents itself.”
“They call him a science communicator,” 

committee member Alex Fernandez said. “He 
talks about these big complicated topics in a 
way that we can all understand and relate to 
our everyday lives.” 

The search for this year’s commencement 
speaker began in February, later than in previ-
ous years due to some staff changes, but Griffin 
said the students on the committee handled 
themselves with composure and were not 
fazed by the deadline. 

“The personalities of the students really 
made it work,” Griffin said.

The committee met periodically through-
out the semester after each nominating two 
people and considering nominees from pre-
vious years. Eventually, the group narrowed 
down the list to five nominees to submit to the 
president’s office, who was responsible for ap-
proaching the nominees. 

“I don’t know if other universities have their 
selection committee set up the way we do, in 
terms of being so transparently democratic 
and letting students from all different areas, as 
well as having undergrads and grad students, 
participate,” Committee member Raj Salhotra 
said. “I think it’s a really great system.” 

This year, the Selection Committee was 
looking for a speaker with a great stage pres-
ence. Committee member Adara Robbins said 
it was also important that the speaker reflect 
Rice’s diverse population. 

“What the speaker says is important,” Rob-
bins said, “but they also really need to reflect 
the student body and connect to them.” 

Six centennial speakers named

RUPD crime alert
by Seth Brown

Editor in Chief

The Rice University Police Department is in 
the process of hiring four new security officers, 
one to two of whom will be on patrol around 
campus at a time between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m. The 
security officers will not have the same powers 
or responsibilities as police officers, as they will 
not have the power to make arrests or be armed. 
However, they will have a uniform and they 
will carry radios with which they will be able to 
contact RUPD’s dispatchers should they see any 
suspicious activity.

“Our focus right now is on the front line,” 
Police Chief Johnny Whitehead said. “I think the 
security [officers are] going to help with that.”

Jones College Chief Justice Hayley Jones said 
she thought that adding security officers was 
a positive measure given the number of crime 
alerts sent out over the past year.

“It’s easy for us to forget that people who 
aren’t from Rice can easily wander onto cam-
pus,” Jones, a junior, said. “Things we’re not cog-
nizant of can end up hurting us in the long run.”

Jones said it was important, though, that a 
distinction be made between reporting security 
threats and calling in parties.

Whitehead said that the purpose of the 
security officers will be to patrol the campus 
grounds, with a focus on parking lots and poorly 
lit areas. He said that he currently has no plans 
to use the security officers as additional security 
at parties, though he also said he would not rule 
out the possibility for the future.

Thanks to savings in other areas, the addi-
tional security officers will not increase RUPD’s 
budget, according to Whitehead.

Duncan College Chief Justice Zuhdi Abdo 
said that he thinks the presence of the secu-
rity officers will help deter most crimes, but that 
armed criminals may not be as discouraged by 
anything short of armed police officers.

“It’s the presence of an officer that makes 
students feel safe,” Abdo, a junior, said.

Neither Jones nor Abdo reported having 
heard concerns from students about their safety 
on campus.

Whitehead said that RUPD is also planning 
to roll out a crime prevention campaign by hav-
ing officers talk with students at college govern-
ment meetings and putting up posters advising 
students to secure their valuables.

“The campus is kind of an oasis,” Whitehead 
said. “It’s good to remind folks we’re in a major 
metropolitan area.”

While Whitehead said most types of crimes, 
including property crimes, have been decreas-
ing on campus, there were three robberies last 
year, more than in previous years.

In January, a university consultant told RUPD 
that two men attempted to rob him between En-
trance 5 and Wiess College.

In April, a Rice employee reported to RUPD 
that a man had attempted to rob her at gun-
point along the sidewalk north of the football 
stadium. RUPD has since installed two mirrors 
along the path there so that pedestrians can see 
around the blind corners.
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Hello New Students! 
Jones College senior Colin MacCormack 
greets the new students in style as O-Week 
kicks off Rice’s centennial year.

Astrophysicist Tyson to speak at 100th commencement Chief Justice Roberts to 
headline celebration

by Anthony Lauriello
Thresher Editorial Staff

In 1912 Rice began as a humble cluster of 
buildings in a swamp outside of Houston.  
Now the university is celebrating its 100th 
year with a group of five diverse speakers for 
the Centennial Lecture Series.

The first speaker is J. Craig Venter, a pio-
neer in mapping the human genome who 
will give a talk entitled “From Reading to 
Writing the Genetic Code.”  Next comes Es-
ther Dyson, an angel investor who is active 
in the technology business. Third will be ar-
chitect and novelist Rem Koolhaas, a found-
er of the Office of Metropolitan Architecture 
think tank. Fourth is Shirley Ann Jackson, a 
nuclear physicist and president of Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute and proponent of 
increasing women’s involvement in science.

The final speaker is United States Su-
preme Court Chief Justice John Roberts. Rob-
erts has been in the news recently for his rul-
ing affirming the constitutionality of most of 
President Obama’s Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act. Appointed under Bush, 
Roberts provided the swing vote to uphold 
Obama’s healthcare mandate. He also ruled 
in favor of Citizens United in 2010, allow-
ing unlimited corporate spending in politi-
cal campaigns, and affirmed the Westboro 
Baptist Church’s right to protest at military 
funerals.

0see Speaker, page 4 0see Justice, page 4 0see Police, page 4
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Rice’s Centennial Year begins with a bang
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Centennial year 
holds promising 
speaker line-up 
The Thresher commends Rice 

University’s choices of speakers this 
year, both for the Centennial Lec-
ture series and for Rice’s 100th com-
mencement. 

The Centennial series, which in-
cludes talks by accomplished indi-
viduals such as Esther Dyson, Shir-
ley Ann Jackson, Rem Koolhaas and 
J. Craig Venter, is headlined by Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court John G. 
Roberts, Jr. The Thresher is thrilled 
by the range of nationally recognized 
speakers, which truly reflects the 
many dimensions of Rice’s academic 
excellence. Each of the Centennial 
speakers is highly lauded in his or 
her respective field and will surely 
provoke intellectual discussion 
amongst the Centennial celebrations.

Chief Justice Roberts is an espe-
cially exciting speaker to have this 
year. After House Majority Leader Eric 
Cantor and former Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice spoke on campus 
last year, having such an important 
political leader reaffirms Rice’s posi-
tion as a thoughtful, nationally en-
gaged school. Chief Justice Roberts 
is a decisive, pivotal voice in today’s 
politics who has a major influence on 
the future of the United States. His 
role in the country’s recent health 
care overhaul, as well as his court’s 
upcoming decisions regarding affir-
mative action and gay marriage, are 
actively shaping our political land-
scape. Being able to host one of the 
country’s most eminent political fig-
ures is a privilege. We hope students 
will take advantage of the opportu-
nities presented by the presence of 
these speakers. 

Neil deGrasse Tyson, the choice 
for this year’s commencement speak-
er, is also an interesting and wel-
come decision. Tyson, director of the 
Hayden Planetarium and the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History, is 
also known for his contributions to 
NASA and occasional appearances  
andon comedic television shows and 
is sure to be a dynamic and relatable 
speaker. While Tyson is undoubt-
edly highly respected and a leader in 
the astrophysics field, his name may 
not be universally identifiable – but 
he has made impressive contribu-
tions and has a contagious passion. 
The choice represents the underly-
ing tenets of a Rice education: to 
perceive value, not strictly based 
upon popularity and celebrity status, 
but by contributions to academics 
and the community. Additionally, 
inviting an astrophysicist during a 
year that commemorates former 
President John F. Kennedy’s famous 
speech about landing on the moon 
seamlessly links Rice and NASA’s 
historic commitment to innovation  
and exploration.

The decisions to bring in such cur-
rent, exciting and intellectually in-
spiring speakers demonstrate Rice’s 
dedicated values to excellent speak-
ers with riveting backgrounds. The 
Thresher looks forward to celebrat-
ing Rice’s 100th birthday with these  
influential leaders.

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff.  All oth-
er opinion pieces represent solely the opinion 
of the piece’s author.
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Online Comments of the week
In response to “An open letter to President 
Leebron and the Board of Trustees on the 
future of Rice”
(May 23, 2012)

 
Thanks for sharing your thoughts, Da-

vid. Although I was a graduate student with 
a tight budget this year (graduated last year 
from Rice), I decided to contribute to the An-
nual Fund again. I didn’t attend Rice because 
of the slick new buildings. It was the finan-
cial aid that drew me to Rice. My parents own 
a dry cleaner, and without the generosity of 
alumni donors, I never would have attended 
such a great institution that I still believe 
values its undergraduates. Although tuition 
is expensive, it doesn’t even cover the actual 
cost of educating a student ($75,000+). If Rice 

truly was recruiting the “rich kids,” it would 
have adopted a financial aid policy like 
Princeton’s or a flagship public (research il-
lustrates that there’s been a tremendous rise 
in merit-based, no-need aid). Although my 
contribution will not endow a scholarship, 
I am proud to know my piece contributes to 
the larger pool of alumni donors who give to 
the Annual Fund – more than 70 percent of 
which goes towards financial aid, enabling 
other students, some of whom are first-gen-
eration such as myself, to attend Rice.  

  

Tsz Wong

While I agree with just about all of the 
complaints against Leebron and Co. in this 
article, I’m in a position to say that the under-

graduate population still flourishes, despite 
the administration’s best efforts as it some-
times seems. I believe that many of the issues 
with the undergraduate culture were brought 
about by a simple lack of upperclassman 
leadership. It’s up to the kids there now to be 
role models for incoming freshmen, and how 
well they do that job is influenced directly by 
the quality of the masters and RAs. 

Whether or not you choose to give to the 
Annual Fund probably won’t influence that 
very much, although I’m still inclined to 
make restricted gifts to support only finan-
cial aid in hopes that each incoming class 
will be able to bring in more people like  
Tsz Wong.

  

Stretton ’12

thresher-ops@rice.edu

Am I the only one who thinks these icebreakers have gotten out of hand?

Thresher Ops
participate in polls by voting at ricethresher.org

send letters to the editor at thresher-ops@rice.edu 
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During the month of August, 
the Rice campus has a different 
air to it (and no, I am not referring 
to the insane humidity). With all 
of the new students experienc-
ing Rice for the first time, there 
is an entirely new energy full of 
opportunity, excitement and en-
thusiasm. And while I love this 
energy as much as the next upper-
classman, it is important for new 
students to recognize their new 
reality: that they are now college 
students, in charge of their own 
lives, time and academics. Their 
first semester at Rice will be a 
time of adjustment and an oppor-
tunity to learn, both inside and 
outside of the classroom. Lessons 
always resonate more when they 
are learned for an individual by 
himself, but there are a few pieces 
of advice that I wish I had had 
early on during my first semester 
at Rice.

I have made my fair share 
of mistakes and I have plenty 
of regrets, but I have also been 
through what new students are 
going through. If students fin-
ish this article remembering only 
one word, that word should be 
change. Change is the word, con-
cept and theme that really encom-
passes the college experience, 
and for me, the ability to change 
is my favorite thing about being a  
college student. 

The first element of change 
that new students may not be 
used to yet is the amount of in-
dependence that they have as 
college students. While it seems 
awesome right now, it is impor-
tant to realize that this freedom is 
a double-edged sword. I am sure 
that new students have heard this 
a thousand times during O-Week, 
but it is important to reiterate: 
Students have so much freedom 
in college. 

Parents will not drag them out 
of bed every morning and have 
breakfast ready (though the serv-
ery comes pretty close), there 
is no one to check up on their 
grades and, most importantly, 
there is no one else to put the 
blame on when they screw up. 
So new students should always 
remember to set an alarm, go to 
class (even if everyone else does 
not) and take the next semester 
to get acclimated to life at Rice. 
From this freedom stem new lev-
els of change, because they are 
now the people who are in charge 
of their priorities and extracur-
ricular activities (which some 
new students may not have been 
used to if they have particularly  
controlling parents).

The most significant thing that 
will change during students’ col-
lege experiences is themselves. 
When they process out of the Sal-
lyport on graduation day, they 
will not be the same people that 
they were when they first walked 
through it a week ago (I would be 
a bit concerned if they were). New 
students may have come in think-
ing they would be bioengineering 
pre-meds, but when they leave, 
they may be English majors, and 
that is totally fine. 

That change is not just limited 
to academics; they will also grow 
and progress as people. When 
new students go back home to 
visit their friends and family for 
the first time, they may not no-
tice changes as much, but give 

it a few more visits, and they 
will notice those differences in 
themselves and their high school 
friends. My parents have really 
struggled with my change from 
being a dependent child to an in-
dependent one: one who leaves 
when she wants to and who is not 
afraid to talk back, but they have 
learned to accept and respect 
my new independence. I wish I 
had recognized the impact that 
my changing personality would 
have on my family and friends  
back home. How weird would it 
be to not see someone that they 
love for a few months, and when 
they finally reunite, they seem as 
though they are a completely dif-
ferent person?

 It is crucial that new students 
put their families’ and friends’ ex-
periences into perspective as they 
go through these next four years, 
because students themselves are 
not the only ones affected. What 
is just as important to recognize 
is that their friends and family 
will always accept who they are, 
so new students should never 
fear the people that they may be-
come and how others will react  
to that.

On that note, it is crucial that  
new students allow for change 
at levels that are comfortable. If 
new students have not taken a 
math class since junior year of 
high school, then they should 
not skip to honors calculus just 
yet. If they never partied in high 
school, then they do not need to 
go crazy next weekend at Martel 
College’s “Don’t Mess with Texas” 
party. This change should not be 
something abrupt, but rather a 
gradual process that they control. 
I encourage new students to go 
out and try new things, whether 
on a college-specific or campus-
wide level. The more things they 
can expose themselves to, the bet-
ter idea they will have of their in-
terests and the type of person that 
they want to be. 

At the end of the day, what 
matters most is that they are okay 
with the people that they are. New 
students should not let the con-
cept of change keep them from 
new experiences. Now is the time  
for them to do what they always 
wanted to, because this is one of 
the few times in life when they 
can. However, students must be 
sure that they always keep their 
values in perspective, because 
one of the worst things that they 
can do is lose sight of who they 
are and the people that they want 
to be. 

Now is the time to make mis-
takes, to pull an all-nighter for a 
class and to make new friends. 
We should all strive to leave Rice 
with a strong sense of accom-
plishment, not just because we 
worked our butts off for a degree 
from one of the best universities 
in the nation, but also because 
we processed through the Sally-
port as better people than when 
we first walked in. Looking back 
now, the one thing that I would 
have told my freshman year self 
would have been: Learn to accept 
change, because it is inevitable.       
     
           Caroline Gutierrez is a 
                        Hanszen College O-Week       

                  Coordinator and a Junior.

When I came to Rice I expected 
to participate in deep and intellec-
tual discussions – conversations 
that would challenge me and ex-
pand my horizons. What I did not 
expect was that these conversa-
tions would be about how to phrase 
the questions in the crass, offensive 
and troublesome tradition known 
as the Rice purity test. For the un-
initiated, the test is an immature 
game consisting of 100 questions 
each corresponding to a different 
task ranging from holding hands 
to improper sexual conduct with 
animals. New students take the test 
after O-Week and again after a pe-
riod of time to see how many points  
they “lose.”

Such a format does present 
epistemological problems. How 
can 100 questions determine how 
“pure” someone is and what does 
purity mean in the first place? 
Even ignoring these philosophi-
cal issues, how can French kissing 
and doing heroin equally result in 
the loss of one point? Could a tee-
totaling virgin who commits regu-
lar murders have a higher score 
than the average college student? 
It also presents practical prob-
lems: The test has the potential to 
divide students based off of their 
scores or lead to embarrassment 
due to past mistakes – or perhaps  
lack thereof.

For these reasons my fellow 
Backpage editors and I were hesi-
tant to print the purity test and, 
breaking with tradition, refused 
to do so last year. This year, how-

ever, we have changed our minds 
for a number of reasons.  The first 
is that the test has positive as well 
as negative potential.  It allows O-
Week groups to learn about each 
other and transition from the rosy 
summer camp feel of O-Week to the 
somewhat irreverent year ahead. 
Unlike the orientation icebreakers, 
Rice University is not G-rated and 
many of the recreational activities 
that occur on campus are far more 
hedonistic than broomball. 

And while it is often taken in 
a group, students are under no 
obligation to share their informa-
tion or to take the test in the first 
place. Any O-Week advisor who 
makes the purity test compulsory 
is simply bad at his or her job. Fur-
thermore, students seem to see the 
test based on their preconceived 
outlook and mores that they bring 
to school. I know students who 
take pride in staying in the “90s” 
of the score and admirably stick-
ing to their beliefs despite the 
sometimes ardent peer pressure 
of Night of Decadence and Beer 
Bike, and, on the other hand, I 
know students who see the test as  
a checklist.

The second reason we decided 
to print the test is that O-Week 
groups were going to take it any-
way and the current tests were in 
dire need of updating. Many of the 
old tests contained anachronisms; 
one question involved drive-in 
movie-theaters while others did 
not involve the numerous tech-
nologies, such as cell-phones, that 
now pervade our lives. 

While these issues may be 
chalked up as quaint, others were 
far more serious. The old tests 
clearly viewed intimate acts be-
tween those of the same sex as 
“less pure” than those with a dif-
ferent sex, and bisexuality as the 
“least pure” of all. Worst of all, one 
question involved forcible rape, 
docking a purity point from the 

rapist and victim alike. This is why 
I spent my Wednesday discussing 
at length the wording of each of 
the purity questions. We wanted 
to take out the gender and sexual-
ity bias and make “losing purity” 
a consensual activity and active 
choice. Some of the things on our 
list are things one should not do, 
but many more are things that ev-
eryone should do as long as it is at 
their own pace. It is my hope, as 
Backpage editor, that our new test 
reflects this.

The purity test is not whole-
some. It is not something I want 
my parents to read about and cer-
tainly not my future children. This 
is similar to most Rice traditions, 
which are rarely completely fam-
ily friendly. However, what makes 
Rice traditions truly great is not 
the irreverence or debauchery, but 
their inclusiveness. We are a uni-
versity that prides itself on provid-
ing parties for both those who im-
bibe and those who do not. A place 
where Beer Bike can be enjoyed 
sober. A place where a virgin can 
have fun at NOD. It is my hope that 
our updated purity test will be in-
clusive. It is not just an immature 
game for Rice students, but an im-
mature game for all Rice students.  
      
                   Anthony Lauriello is a  
                                   Wiess College senior        

        and Thresher Backpage Editor.

New students should 
expect change this year

As I sat through many O-Week 
presentations this week, I began to 
realize that new students are given 
more information than they will 
encounter during the wretched in-
troductory courses of Physics 101 
or Economics 201.  

Dean John Hutchinson told us, 
in the booming voice of a radio 
DJ, that we are surrounded by un-
bounded opportunities at Rice that 
we must take full advantage of.  

President David Leebron, on the 
other hand, gave seven tips about 
transitioning to Rice, although 
most of us only remember his an-
ecdote about forgetting his moth-
er’s birthday freshman year. 

Psychology professor Mikki 
Hebl wowed us all with her fasci-
nating revelation that people date 
within their attractiveness range.  

We are also unlikely to forget the 
annual “Affirmation...Action” speech 
that sought to put us out of our com-
fort zone and ponder diversity.  

This list contains only the major 
speeches in Tudor Field House, but 
all new students sat through ad-
ditional hours of advice seminars 
and workshops. 

Although all this advice is im-
portant, I have recently mused 
about what I would do differently 
freshman year if I had the chance.  
On Tuesday, during Lovett Col-
lege’s annual ATLAS challenge, 
three advisors and I talked about 

the things we wished we had  
avoided or done better our first 
year at Rice.  After this deep con-
versation, I thought of a freshman 
year redo wishlist: Get to know 
myself better and serve a broader 
group of people more often.

Despite constantly hearing the 
adage, “To thine own self be true,” 
very few of us actually follow this 
advice.  Not knowing yourself is 
not inherently a bad thing, but not 
trying to know yourself better defi-
nitely is.  During my own freshman 
year, I did not try to think about 
any unique  academic interests 
that could be untapped.  As a smart 
kid in a small town, it seemed like 
my only option was to be a doctor  
– or so all my high school teachers 
and friends told me. 

So for all you pre-meds, engi-
neers or poets out there, take a 
class completely unrelated to what 
you plan to study and talk to your 
friends in different majors.  Merely 
talking to my friends about their 
classes and majors helped me to 
find my actual major, environmen-
tal engineering.  In a small Texas 
town, my teachers and friends 
would never have encouraged me 
to pursue anything with the word 
“environment” in the name. I be-
seech all of you to challenge your 
interests and find out more about 
yourselves every day. 

Serving others may not be the 
most concrete advice for freshman 
year. By others, I mean your fellow 
college citizens, your fellow Owls, 
Houstonians and those around the 
globe. At your college, help set up for 
Associates’ Night, assist your college 
coordinator with the mail on a busy 
day, or teach your fellow students 
how to do a math problem that looks 
like Swahili. 

Campus-wide, offer to help a 
graduate student with his or her 
research, coordinate a dance for 
the Black Student Association or 
South Asian Society shows, or pick 
up someone’s books from the side-
walk after they drop them.  Become 
engaged with the city of Houston 
by donating your time to volun-
teer consistently with any of our 
outreach based clubs.  You do not 
have to be a leader in these clubs to 
make a difference in people’s lives.  

Internationally, you can become 
involved with humanitarian trips to In-
dia or join Engineers Without Borders 
(non-engineers can still apply!).  Rice 
has so many ways for you to help, so 
you should constantly seek opportuni-
ties to serve. You might be surprised 
at how even a small favor can make a 
huge difference in someone else’s life.

By proactively learning more 
about yourself every day, you will 
find the right major and career 
path, as if they were specifically 
designed for you. You will excel 
in any endeavor if you are able to 
enjoy it.  If you enjoy analyzing 
electrical circuits, then a difficult 
ELEC class will seem less like work 
and more like fun. Serving others 
will also allow you to make a dif-
ference in people’s lives on a daily 
basis.  The joy you will get out of 
these large projects or small acts of 
kindness will be invaluable during 
some of your more stressful weeks. 

 To have the full Rice expe-
rience that you have all been 
dreaming about, take these 
two pieces of advice to heart: 
Know yourself better and  
serve others. 

 
Christian Neal is the   

  president of Lovett College 
and a junior. 

Release of new purity test long overdue

Caroline Gutierrez

It is important to 
realize that this 
freedom is a dou-
ble-edged sword. 

Lessons in service for new students

Christian Neal

Anthony Lauriello
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Hello,
 Demo’s.

Whatever you do to your car, we can fix it.
Drive Carefully!

•  •  •

DEMO'S AUTOMOTIVE
CENTER

For all mechanical work as well as collision repair
2438 Tangley in Rice Village

713-526-3781
demosautomotivecenter.com

Free shuttle to nearby home or campus.
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Registration 
changes for Fall

by Ruby Gee
News Editor

The Class of 2016 was the first to test out the 
new “shopping cart” features of the Rice Sched-
ule Planner during this year’s Orientation Week. 

According to the website of Professor Scott 
Cutler, who specializes in the Practice of Com-
puter Technology,  the “shopping cart” sched-
ule planner for Fall 2012 registration is primarily 
different from the one originally launched Win-
ter 2012 in three ways:

First, both the waitlist count and the maxi-
mum number of people that can be waitlisted 
for a course can now be seen under the columns 
“wMax” and “wCur,” respectively.

Second, by hovering their mice over a course 
in the calendar area, students can see the 
course’s classroom in the grid at the top of the 
page. The classroom location should also auto-
matically show up when the student’s schedule 
is printed or emailed.

Finally, as popularly requested by students, 
Esther’s Schedule Planner is now integrated 
with Rice’s evaluations systems. According to 
Cutler, students should now be able to switch 
more easily between semesters and professors.

McMurtry College freshman Sarah Nyquist 
said that she utilized the newly integrated 
teacher evaluation function of the Esther Sched-
ule Planner during this year’s registration. 

“I looked a lot at the charts of the teacher 
evaluations,” Nyquist said. “I don’t think it was 
frustrating. I was more confused by which class-
es to take than how to select them.”

Duncan College freshman Ashley Buchanan 
said the randomized aspect of the registration 
system was cool. 

“It gives Freshman an equal advantage,” Bu-
chanan said.

According to Cutlet, their future plans in-
clude finding a way to better integrate Schedule 
Planner with Esther so that it can help with the 
registration process, as opposed to just serving 
organizational purposes. However, he added 
that based on the current timetable, current un-
dergraduates will not be able to able to register 
through Schedule Planner during their time at 
Rice.

by Brooke Bullock
News Editor

After the recent Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity case, the NCAA has been prominent topic of 
discussion, and Rice Director of Athletics Rick 
Greenspan has been no exception.

“This country has had a love affair with 
sports for a long time,” Director of Athletics Rick 
Greenspan said.

Greenspan said that the public’s trust in the 
NCAA has eroded — to an extent. According to 
Greenspan, he sees a shift in the NCAA to pass 
more stringent punishments for infractions. 
While this may help to encourage rule follow-
ing, Greenspan also sees the current growth in 
NCAA revenue from post-season football and 
basketball as an opportunity to reinforce integ-
rity and academic success by adding funds to 
scholarships or academic support systems for 
athletes.

Current NCAA revenue, derived mainly from 
post-season basketball and football, largely 
rewards competitive success, Greenspan said. 
The Bowl Championship Series alone earned 
around $170 million last year, he said. He added 
that future the BCS system is expected to earn 
$600 million.  He described the practice of re-
warding competitive success through such bowl 
systems in business related terms.

“If you look at it in the real world, people 
are paid to perform a job, and those who 
perform above the norm are given bonuses,” 
Greenspan said. 

Greenspan suggested a shift in revenue dis-
tribution to put a greater emphasis on integrity, 
in terms of following the NCAA rules, and aca-
demics. The current increase in revenue offers a 
good opportunity to try such a shift, he said. In 
a perfect world, schools would not need to be 
rewarded for following the rules, but that is not 
the case, Greenspan said. According to him, he 
tide has swept too much in favor of competitive 
success. 

Jones College senior Richard Ledo said that 
if universities were rewarded for following the 
rules, more would do it. Ledo, a retired Rice 
football player, said that any kind of academic 
reward would push all the athletes to be better, 
both as an athlete and as a student. 

“The title we have is student athlete,” 
Ledo said. “If we were just athletes, we’d be 
in the pros.”

Greenspan said that the line between 
student athletes and the professionals has 
been graying, leading some to say that what 
is done in the NFL should be done in college. 

“We are dealing in a much more holistic 
way with young people trying to get a world 
class degree,” Greenspan said. 

The NCAA should recognize the difficult 
schedule student athletes are working with 
and reward those entities that try and help 
them balance their athletic careers and aca-
demic ones — especially at Rice where there 
is a high expectation level in both athletics 
and academics, Greenspan said.

Baker College junior Brandon Hautt said 
he is not sure that a change like Greenspan is 
proposing would be possible.

“I don’t really see what could be done 
with the way the system is,” Hautt said. “I 
just don’t see them [the NCAA] doing that.” 

The NCAA does not seem like the appro-
priate entity to reward academic success, 
Jones College sophomore Leah Cabrera said. 

“I’m not sure it’s their place to do that,” 
Cabrera said. 

Instead, Cabrera said that the university 
should be the area that handles academic 
rewards.

Greenspan said that the issue of academic 
success and integrity not being rewarded is 
near and dear to the hearts of Rice athletics.  
The NCAA revenue distribution is critical to 
Rice’s athletics program, he said. 

“If something is rewarded, it is enforced,” 
Greenspan said. “There is a time and com-
mitment of people, power and facilities that 
can be reinforced with rewards.” 

Athlete-Student 
Compensation Story

This country has had 
a love affair with 
sports for a long time. 

Rick Greenspan
Rice Athletics Director

In May, a student reported being robbed 
at gunpoint near Entrance 23, by the Martel 
College parking lot.

A student also reported being robbed by 
a man several blocks north of campus on 
Sunday.

Rice Police sent out a crime alert on Mon-
day morning to inform students of a robbery 
that took place Sunday at 11:30 p.m. at Ashby 
Street and Wroxton.

According to Whitehead, the student 
was walking north from campus up Ashby 
and noticed a white car going the other di-
rection when she got to Wroxton. The stu-
dent told RUPD that the car then turned 
onto Wroxton and turned around, at which 
point the car’s passenger, whom the stu-
dent described as a Latino male, asked the 
student for directions. According to the 
alert, the man then grabbed the students 
legs, took her bag, which contained a lap-
top and personal items, and ran back to the 
car, which drove away.

According to the alert, the car was an old-
er model, possibly manufactured between 
1970 and 1980, and the man was between 5 
feet 7 inches and 5 feet 10 inches tall, was 
about 170 pounds in weight and was wearing 
a black T-shirt with pictures on the front. The 
student told RUPD that she did not make con-
tact with the car’s driver.

Whitehead said that the Houston Police 
Department, which is investigating the in-
cident, did not have any similar suspect 
descriptions.

Whitehead said that students should 
be aware of their surroundings and avoid 
walking alone in poorly lit areas at night.

Whitehead said the department is also 
in the process of hiring a new police officer 
and another dispatcher.

“A lot of people get into policing in a 
spirit of adventure,” Whitehead said. “I’m 
looking for people in a spirit of service.”

Wiess College senior Luis de las Cuevas 
said that, although he thinks the campus is 
pretty safe, the additional security officers 
will be a good thing.

“You can never be too safe,” Cuevas said. 
“[However,] there’s always some risk.”

0POLICE
 from page 1

Fernandez, a Lovett College senior, further 
stressed the importance of having a speaker that 
students can relate to.

“We were looking for someone quirky and 
off the beaten track, like Rice students,” Fernan-
dez said. 

Also notable is the historical significance of 
the choice, which also celebrates the 50th anni-
versary of Rice and NASA’s pivotal collaboration. 

“I am honored to deliver Rice University’s 
commencement address during a year that com-
memorates President Kennedy’s famous ‘We 
Choose to Go to the Moon’ speech, given at Rice 
Stadium a half-century ago,” Tyson said. “That 
speech not only established space exploration 
as a national goal: It forged space exploration 
as a national identity and secured Rice Univer-
sity and Houston’s Manned Space Flight facility 
(later, Johnson Space Center) as the birthplace 
of that era.”

Tyson earned a B.A. in physics from Harvard 
University, an M.A. in astronomy from the Uni-
versity of Texas and M.Phil. and Ph.D. degrees in 
astrophysics from Columbia University.

The Selection Committee recognized the sig-
nificance of their choice and how important the 
decision is for this year’s graduates.

“I hope people recognize how amazing he is 
as an individual and how lucky we are to have 
him,” Robbins, a Sid Richardson senior, said.

0SPEAKER
 from page 1

Director of the Centennial Kathleen 
Boyd said that her office is working on op-
portunities to let students meet personally 
with the speakers but nothing at this point 
is final. 

Jones College senior Chance Marshall 
said that he is looking forward in particu-
lar to hearing Roberts speak.

“Personally, as a future lawyer, I’m re-
ally excited,” Marshall said. “It’s great 
having such a diverse group of people 
and breadth of knowledge and experience 
to come for the centennial and be able to 
share the experiences with us and share in 
our celebration.”

0JUSTICE
           from page 1
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In honor of the Rice community members who passed away this summer

by Ruby Gee
News Editor

Student Association Treasurer, Wiess Col-
lege cabinet member and bike team captain, 
KTRU station manager, co-director of the 
Catholic Student Association — Ben Horne 
(Wiess ’02), who passed away this July, was 
all of these and more.

Classmates have testified to Horne’s inspira-
tional character. Horne was known not only for 
being a passionate supporter of Rice’s KTRU sta-
tion but also his personal integrity and compas-
sion toward all. Johnny So, who preceded Horne 
as KTRU station manager from 2000-01, painted 
a colorful portrait of Horne in his younger days.  

“Even when he joined KTRU, he was just an 
interesting character, and it ended up being he 
was just a great leader,” So said.

So recalled a time when Horne, exhibit-
ing his signature sense of justice, argued on 
behalf of a nontraditional station DJ candi-
date on the basis that KTRU’s hiring process 
should be less exclusive.

“Ben Horne was an amazing individual 
who did more for KTRU in a time of crisis than 
many can imagine,” KTRU General Manager 
Will Robedee wrote in an email to members 
of the KTRU community after the report of 
Horne’s passing. “Above and beyond that, 
Ben was a great and humble person who 
brought a bright light to any room, a smile 
to your face and helped you understand and 
feel his passion for exploring the unexplored, 
experiencing something new and sharing 
that desire with others.” 

Even a cursory glance at Horne’s per-
sonal blog, Zoom Loco, reveals much about 
the man who touched the lives of many.  As a 
snapshot of his personality, Horne writes in 
regard to his love for sports:

“I enjoy them for their own sake, and 
I also use them to better understand my-
self, humanity and the world. In all of these 
things, I like to go big, push myself, and do 
hard things where I might fail–without a 
chance of failure, a success is not as sweet.”

Ben Horne Jennifer Young
by Ruby Gee

News Editor

In a photo taken two springs ago, Jennifer 
Young sits relaxed on the hardwood floors of 
the Brown masters’ living room with students 
she had worked closely with as a mentor. Her 
posture is unpretentious, and with her pony-
tail and thoughtful smile, she could easily be 
mistaken for another Rice student.

It is a picture stowed away in the hard 
drive of Brown masters Steve and Laura 
Cox, who were like Young’s parents away 
from home, and it captures well the essence 
that is Young. Bringing life to the scene that 
the digital pixels only partially show, Laura 
elaborated on an incident that day that she 
particularly remembers.

“I remember she was sitting here on the 
floor, with the students all gathered around. 
And Zhi Ting, one of our students, walked in 
the room … and sees Jennifer sitting on the 
floor, and Zhi Ting was completely shocked that 
she [Jennifer] would be so personable [as to] get 
down on the ground with people and talk,” Cox 
said. “And Zhi Ting called her ‘Professor’ – she 
called her by her last name – and Jennifer’s 
like, ‘you can call me Jennifer, it’s okay.’”

A Brown College associate  and compu-
tational and applied mathematics professor, 
Young was a passionate contributor to the Rice 
community, exceptional in both in her scien-
tific research and ability to relate to students 
since her arrival at the university in 2010.

Before her death, Young was on her last year 
of the prestigious Pfeiffer-VIGRE fellowship. 
She had already changed the lives of many 
inner-city high school students by helping 
them successfully move on to college through 
the Worthing Rice Apprenticeship Program. 
As testified by a number of faculty members 
after Young’s death, she was close with many 
of Rice undergraduate students with whom she 
worked, bringing joy to the Rice faculty with 
her positivity and friendliness.

“I think she had really found a family here 
at Rice,” Laura said.

Ted Lewis
by Ruby Gee

News Editor

Professor Ted Lewis and a few older faculty 
members used to lunch together daily at the Co-
hen House. To graduate student Melissa Kean, 
now Rice’s Historian, they were a venerable 
bunch, since all of them had played major roles 
in Rice’s post-World War II expansion.

“[Lewis] was remarkable for a number of 
things: He’d been at Rice for a really, really long 
time and helped build the chemistry depart-
ment after World War II … Ted had been one of 
those young guys who came in and stayed for 
a really long time, so he could give me answers 
that other people couldn’t give me,” Kean said. 
“He was happy to talk about it ... [and] he would 
patiently listen to me.”

After arriving at the Sallyport with a fresh 
Ph.D. in physical organic chemistry from Har-
vard University in his hands, Lewis spent 42 
years of his life in Rice’s Department of Chem-
istry as a professor, including two terms as de-
partment chair. An avid historian, musician, 
traveler and advocate for nature’s conservation, 
Lewis left a lasting impression on the Rice com-
munity even after his official retirement in 1990.

James Kinsey (Hanszen ’56) remembers 
Lewis most as the man who helped him shape 
his life’s path by going out of his way to accom-
modate Kinsey’s interests.

“When I was a senior, there were only three 
chemistry majors in my class, and one of the 
requirements was a course called qualitative 
organic analysis,” Kinsey said. “Ted was sup-
posed to teach it, and he didn’t want to teach it 
any more than we wanted to take it.”

So Lewis gave them an opportunity of a life-
time by offering them individual research proj-
ects in modern laboratories in lieu of taking the 
dreaded course for the credit.

“In those days, it was very unusual for un-
dergraduates to work in a research lab … so I 
jumped on it like a dog on a bone … [and] I got a 
publication out of it,” Kinsey said. “Always after 
that, I relied on his advice. He was a very wise 
person … who changed my life.”

Adilet Imambekov
by Emily Nichol

News Editor

Adilet Imambekov, assistant professor of 
physics and astronomy, passed away in July 
on a mountain climbing trip in his home coun-
try, Kazakhstan. Although his time at Rice was 
short, he was active in the community, and his 
sudden death is a tragic loss.

Imambekov worked on quantum mechani-
cal condensed matter theory. 

“Adilet worked on fundamental problems,” 
said Tom Killian, the chair for the department 
of physics and astronomy. “He was trying to 
understand how atoms and electrons move in 
very confined geometries, and these are very 
difficult problems that are actually very crucial 
for next generation technologies. He was laying 
the groundwork for the next great discoveries.”

Imambekov’s work had already earned him 
the A.P. Sloan Foundation Research Fellowship 
in 2010 and the National Science Foundation 
CAREER award in 2011. Imambekov received his 
doctorate from Harvard University and was a 
postdoctoral associate at Yale University before 
coming to Rice as a faculty member in 2009. 

Imambekov’s students remember his acute 
intelligence. “I took his Condensed Matter class 
the second year he taught it and I remember 
constantly thinking this guy knows his stuff,” 
said Tal Einav, Martel ’12.  “Any time he was 
asked a question, he would answer it on the 
spot with no hesitation.”

Einav also recalled Imambekov’s original 
teaching style. 

“For the first time in my life, I was given the 
freedom to learn things at my own pace and 
truly understand the fundamental concepts in 
the research project,” Einav said. 

Imambekov is remembered by his col-
leagues for his approachable intellect.

“He was really a brilliant young physicist,” 
said Killian. “He was definitely one of the most 
intelligent people I’ve ever interacted with. 
When you talked to him about a problem or 
some new idea that you had, the insight he 
would be able to bring to bear was amazing.”
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New students serve beyond hedges
by Molly Chiu

Local Editor

Over the summer in Houston, as tempera-
tures soar, so does energy consumption. Rice 
University is doing its part to conserve energy 
and save money by participating in CenterPoint 
Energy’s EnergyShare, a program designed to 
encourage major energy consumers to reduce 
load demand on the electric grid during peak 
hours in order to prevent rolling power outages.

Energy companies are required by the Pub-
lic Utility Commission of Texas to offer energy 
efficiency programs to residents and business-
es, according to CenterPoint Energy Manager of 
Program Implementation Jarrett Simon. 

“If everyone can use a little less, we can off-
set the growth [of load usage], and we can push 
off building a new power plant,” Simon said.

This year the program, which began in 2008, 
has 330 participants. Each participating entity 
must engage in one to five periods of reduction 
in electricity usage between June 1 and Sept. 30. 
Participants will receive a 30-minute warning 
and will then be expected to reduce their energy 
load or switch to alternate forms of power for 
up to four hours. In return, CenterPoint will pay 
participants $40 per kilowatt of load reduction, 
Simon said. 

Rice has engaged in one curtailment pe-
riod so far this summer, on June 28. Facilities, 
Engineering and Planning sent an email to the 
entire campus community asking students, 
faculty and staff to turn off lights and some ap-
pliances and to close doors and windows. The 
Rice Central Plant also turned off air condi-
tioning in 20-minute increments in all campus 
buildings except research areas, labs and the 
BioScience Research Collaborative, according 
to the email.

Rice Energy Management Coordinator Eric 
Valentine said the curtailment period reduced 
Rice’s power consumption by three megawatts 
during that period. 

To put this in perspective, one megawatt of 
electricity powers 200 homes during peak us-
age hours in the summer and up to 500 homes 
on a regular day, according to Electric Reli-
ability Council of Texas representative Robbie 
Searcy. 

Valentine said the reduction was a significant 
percentage of Rice’s typical electricity usage.

“This is in the range of 20 percent of our typi-
cal summer connected load,” Valentine said.

While CenterPoint is responsible for bring-
ing the power from plants to homes and busi-
nesses via poles and wires, ERCOT manages 
the power and therefore can mandate when 
curtailment periods will take place, according 
to Simon.

“ERCOT looks at how much [power] gen-
eration they have and what the load is,” Simon 
said. “Once they start getting close [to a critical 
point], they start sending out alerts to us to go 
ahead and call [participants in our] load man-
agement program.”

ERCOT manages the power grid for 80 per-
cent of Texas, including Houston, Dallas, Austin 
and San Antonio, according to Searcy.

“Public response to calls to conserve energy 
consumption last year really helped prevent 
blackouts,” Searcy said.

According to Simon, CenterPoint customers 
have not experienced any rolling power out-
ages this summer or last summer. Simon said he 
credits load-sharing programs like EnergyShare 
with preventing outages. According to Simon, 
program participants this summer would en-
able a load reduction of at least 150 megawatts 
if necessary. 

To help conserve energy, Simon said he rec-
ommends turning up the temperature on the 
thermostat.

“The [Environmental Protection Agency] 
cites keeping it at 76 degrees when you’re 
home,” Simon said. “You might not think that 
a few degrees make a difference, but they do.”

Air conditioning is the biggest consumer 
of electricity at Rice during the summer, and 
monitoring the temperature helps conserve, 
Valentine said.

“If an area is too cold or too hot, report it [to] 
energywaste@rice.edu,” Valentine said.Baker College sophomore Abby Gordon colors with a young refugee at the PAIR welcome back party last Outreach Day.

Rice enlists in energy 
conservation program

by Alison Moscoso
For The Thresher

After learning about life inside the hedges 
during Orientation Week, on Aug. 18, new stu-
dents will have the opportunity to give back to 
the community outside the hedges. Approxi-
mately 425 students will volunteer with 17 dif-
ferent organizations in Houston as part of Out-
reach Day.

This day of service, which dates back to 
1995, sends students to work on projects in 
Houston varying from painting at a community 
homeless shelter to activities with children at 
the Houston Zoo, according to the Community 
Involvement Center website. Currently, three 
outreach days occur each year: during Orien-
tation Week, in the fall and in the spring, CIC 
Director Mac Griswold said. The CIC sponsors 
O-Week Outreach Day while Rice Student Vol-
unteer Program organizes the fall and spring 
events, Griswold said.

The CIC has approximately 200 community 
partners in Houston who were all invited to par-
ticipate in Outreach Day. The CIC then selected 
projects that covered a wide range of social is-
sues and types of direct service, according to 
Griswold.

New students were able to register online for 
the various sites throughout O-Week and all of 
the spots were filled, according to Brown Col-
lege’s Outreach Day representative Nathan Liu.

The Nehemiah Center
One organization, The Nehemiah Center, 

requested to be a part of Outreach Day this 
year after having participated last year, ac-
cording to Nehemiah Center volunteer coordi-
nator Bob Shimp. The organization works to 
empower young children to realize their full 
potential, Shimp said. To do this, they offer 
several programs including after-school tutor-
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ing for kindergarten through eighth grade, a 
pre-K program and college prep, he said. The 
Christian-based, non-profit organization was  
founded in 1996 and currently helps approxi-
mately 130 children in Houston’s Third Ward, 
according to the organization’s website.

At this year’s Outreach Day, Rice students 
will work on landscaping projects, preparing 
the playground for when the children return, 
Shimp said.

After Outreach Day last year, some students 
chose to continue volunteering with the Nehe-
miah Center. In addition to numerous volun-
teers, about 60 students have work-study jobs 
at the Nehemiah Center, Shimp said.

Target Hunger
Target Hunger is another organization par-

ticipating in Outreach Day. In the past three 
years, they have been a site for both the fall 
and spring outreach days, Target Hunger vol-
unteer coordinator Denice Dean said.

Target Hunger works towards alleviating 
hunger through providing food and addressing 
the root causes of hunger, Dean said. The orga-
nization creates community gardens, provides 
senior citizens with food, offers a variety of 
classes to encourage self-sufficiency in a com-
munity and to provide after-school enrichment 
programming for at-risk students, Dean added.

This year Rice students will be assisting at 
a food fair hosted by Target Hunger. They will 

pack and sort fresh produce and distribute it to 
people who do not have access to such goods, 
Dean said.

Dean said the staff loves having Rice stu-
dents come to volunteer.

“The students are always really enthusias-
tic, and we couldn’t accomplish everything in 
such a short time without them,” Dean said.

The Beacon
Another organization participating in 

Outreach Day is the Beacon, a center that 
provides services for the homeless popula-
tion in Houston. Brown College freshmen 
Joyce Ozuna, who chose to volunteer at the 
Beacon, said she was eager to sign up for a 
spot at Outreach Day.

“I wanted to be able to serve others in the 
Houston community, and I think this organi-
zation really connects to the Houston com-
munity,” Ozuna said.

Founded in 2007, the Beacon serves ap-
proximately 600 clients each day, helping meet 
basic needs like food, clothing and showers, 
according to the Beacon website. Their mission 
is to not only provide short-term care, but also 
long-term solutions that end homelessness 
and get clients back on their feet, according to 
the organization’s website.

For more information on O-Week Outreach 
Day and other ways to volunteer in Houston,  
go to cic.rice.edu.

Will Rice College sophomores Lisa Swank and Erika Clark prepare envelopes for a new 
hostel during Outreach Day last year. 

courtesty jeff fitlow, rice media
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Approximately 
425 students will 
volunteer with 17 
different organiza-
tions in Houston
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Chipotle:
$-$$
Zero switchblades
Long known as the last resort for students 
when they can’t stomach the servery, this 
burrito chain offers fast, reliable and gen-
erally unremarkable food.
3.0

Legend:
-  One $ for every five dollars per person 
(approximate)
-  A zero to five scale of     to measure 
sketchiness.  -  Zero means completely 
comfortable, three means bring a friend and five 
means bring a friend who can bench over 200 lbs.
-  The GPA grade denotes quality without regard 
to price.

The Thresher’s Guide to the Metro Rail

Bodegas Taco Shop
$$
Zero switchblades
Boring Mexican food that is more 
expensive and less convenient than 
Chipotle’s.
3.0

Fiesta
$’s depend on grocery needs
 
Commonly known as Sketchi-
esta, this supermarket is a con-
venient stop off the light rail but 
not somewhere you would want 
to be alone after dark.
3.0

Food Marts
$

These convenience stores serve 
cheap food and beverages.
3.0

Tacos A go-go
$

This is the best Mexican food off the 
light rail its breakfast and desert tacos 
are the best.
3.6

Breakfast Klub
$$
Zero Switchblades
This is not just the best place for breakfast 
off the light rail, but in all of Houston as 
well. Their signature Chicken and Waffles or 
Catfish and Grits are a must. Regulars know 
that French Toast can be substituted for waf-
fles when desired.
 4.00

Les Givrals
$

The Vietnamese Bahn Mi sandwiches 
are delicious, filling and less than three 
dollars. Easily the best deal in all of 
Houston.  
4.00

Reef
$$$$$$
Zero Switchblades
One of the nicest restaurants in Houston, Reef 
serves amazing seafood. However, the price 
makes it a serious investment for a college stu-
dent’s budget. It is a good choice to celebrate 
something special or take a date you wish to 
impress. However, we all know that Rice 
students won’t have dates to impress.
4.00

Chase Bank

Starbucks

McDonalds
$

If you really want a Big Mac and possess a lion’s 
courage, perhaps the infamous McDonalds by the 
Greyhound bus station is for you. Prepare to be 
panhandled, stared at, and made extremely 
uncomfortable.
2.5

Bombay Pizza
$$$

Indian pizza might sound like a contra-
diction, but Bombay Pizza offers some 
delicious topping combinations served on 
Naan bread.
3.8

Hubcap Grill
$$

This burger place always has a wait and 
is only open for lunch, but its burgers are 
the second best in the city. Try the Philly 
Cheese Steak Burger.
3.9

Rice University
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Hanszen College co-advisor Jesse Passman shows off his game face in preparation for 
the cheer battle before the Rice Rally. 

McMurtry College advisors Tyler Woods and Garrett McMurtry raise their voices and arms with Murt Pride during La 
Cart de Nym, the annual mock Beer Bike against Duncan and Martel Colleges.

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson gets his groove on with Will Rice College and Hanszen students at the President’s Barbeque.

A new student gets painted up with Hanszen’s colors for his first-ever cheer battle. 
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PHOTO BY MELISSA VERNE
McMurtry College advisors Tyler Woods and Garrett McMurtry raise their voices and arms with Murt Pride during La 
Cart de Nym, the annual mock Beer Bike against Duncan and Martel Colleges.

During the scavenger hunt, Baker College co-advisor Ben Ong puts the team on his back by hitting a one-handed freeze.

A new student gets painted up with Hanszen’s colors for his first-ever cheer battle. 
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by Anthony Lauriello
thresher Editorial Stafff

While Rice celebrates the well-known ac-
ademics and leaders it recruited to speak at 
the Centennial lectures in Tudor Fieldhouse 
this October, a decidedly different scene will 
take place on Saturday at the 2012 RPC Wel-
come Back Concert. Instead of a Supreme 
Court Chief Justice who writes lofty opinions 
about the constitution there will be rap trio 
Travis Porter with a song about ordering 
biscuits at Waffle House while intoxicated. 
Instead of a renowned scientist dedicated to 
bringing more women into her field, there 
will be Sam Adams, whose most famous song 
is titled “I Hate College.” Of course, the main 
purpose of these colorful music acts is not 
to elucidate but to entertain as part of an all 
out effort by the RPC to welcome new and old 
students to the 2012-2013 school year. 

 The party begins with a Welcome Back 
Festival from 5-7 p.m. The Facebook event 
promises inflatable entertainment such as 
boxing and jousting and of course beer for 
those of age. Perhaps worried that these of-
ferings would not be enough to lure students 

to Tudor Fieldhouse before the concert, the 
RPC has decided to hand the tickets out at 
the festival itself, providing an extra incen-
tive to attend. They are also trying to further 
integrate the festivities with Outreach Day, a 
popular volunteering program for freshmen 
by providing an Orientation Week tent with 
different colored shirts and other “perks.”

At 7:00 p.m. the music begins with an 
opening act presented by KTRU. The band 
is the “Tontons,” a name referencing the 
“tauntaun” creature that Han Solo and Luke 
Skywalker camp out in during “Star Wars 
Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back.”  Luck-
ily for us, the quartet sounds far better than 
their name’s inspiration, which “Star Wars” 
fans will remember has a call that somehow 
resembles both a horse and a duck. 

Instead, the Houston band has an indie 
rock sound with heavy jazz influences. Their 
music video “Leon” does a good job of dem-
onstrating their feel while showcasing many 
scenes and restaurants that should be famil-
iar to any Houstonian.

At 8:00 p.m. comes Travis Porter. The rap 
group comes from the ATL, a now mythical 
place in counterparty music where the girls 

are called shawtys and the choruses are re-
petitive, simple and unbelievably catchy. The 
group’s most known song is “Make it Rain” 
which has made several appearances at Rice 
public parties. While the song’s content 
might be objectionable to some (hint: it does 
not actually concern precipitation), it has 
an undeniable way of getting stuck in your 
head. Other songs include “Bring it Back,” 
and their Waffle House viral music video, 
which is as ridiculous as it is enjoyable.

Sam Adams will take the stage at 9:00 
p.m. Not too long ago the rapper was a regu-
lar college student at Trinity College in Hart-
ford, Conn., until his remix of Asher Roth’s 
“I Love College,” entitled “I Hate College,” 
became a sensation a few years ago. The Bos-
ton native is now pursuing music full time. 
While Sam Adams rapping about his home-
town is certainly not unique, it is the only 
mainstream act I know of in which you will 
hear about places like Cambridge and Nan-
tucket. Other popular songs include “Blow 
Up” and “Only One.”

With the exception of the opening act, 
this year’s Welcome Back Concert will cer-
tainly be in the category of “guilty plea-
sures.” However, with an arduous school 
year set to begin, everyone could use some 
carefree entertainment.

friday, august 17, 2012    |  10

PERFORMANCE
Cirque du Soleil’s blend of acrobatic 
performance and the art of the gro-
tesque will be highlighted in the new 
show KOOZA. KOOZA tells the story 
of The Innocent, a melancholy loner 
searching for his place in the world as 
he encounters other classically comic 
characters: the King, the Trickster, the 
Pickpocket, and the Obnoxious Tour-
ist and his Bad Dog. The show will run 
until Sunday, September 2. 

Sam Houston Race Park
7575 N Sam Houston Pkwy

www.shrp.com

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE
Editors’ picks for events 

outside the hedges, both around 
Rice and in the Houston area, for 

this week.

ALBUM RELEASE
Check out the album release show 
for local band the The 71’s on Sat-
urday, August 18, at 8 p.m. Their 
new album, entitled We Are The 
Seventy Ones, will be released 
along with performances by Hous-
ton’s Black Queen Speaks and Dal-
las’ The Roomsounds. Tickets will 
be $10 pre-sale or $12 at the door.

Fitzgerald’s
2706 White Oak Dr.

www.fitzlivemusic.com

ART
Walk over to the Houston Museum 
of Fine Arts to view the U.S. debut 
of Rembrandt, Van Dyck, Gains-
borough: The Treasures of Ken-
wood House. These paintings have 
never before traveled outside of 
the United Kingdom and will be on 
view until Monday, September 3. 
Admission is free with a Rice ID. 

Houston Museum of Fine 
Arts

5601 Main St.
www.mfah.org

Welcome Back Concert headlined 
by Sam Adams, Travis Porter

SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 18

9:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

9:00 p.m.

Outreach day 
begins

Campus 
becomes wet

Tudor Field-
house doors 
open

The Tontons

Travis Porter

Sam Adams

Tomorrow marks the end of 
Orientation Week 2012 and 
the beginning of the academic 
school year, starting with 
Dis-Orientation. Students not 
participating in O-Week but 
living on campus this coming 
semester will be able to begin 
moving in at 12 p.m.

Courtesy sammy adams
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Courtesy of revolutiontvshow.Com Courtesy of beyondhollywood.Com Courtesy of tvline.Com Courtesy of Cwtv.Com

J.J. Abrams, one of the creative minds behind 
“Lost” and “Super 8,” is again trying to bridge 
the gap between sci-fi cult TV shows and true 
entertainment success with this new drama. 
While his last two attempts at television, “Un-
dercovers” and “Alcatraz,” did not manage 
to survive, “Revolution” is looking to be more 
promising. The drama focuses on a post-apoc-
alyptic world completely devoid of electricity, so 
much so that apparently the world has turned to 
more primitive methods like bows and arrows. 
The show stars Elizabeth Mitchell (“Lost,” “V”), 
Billy Burke (“Twilight”), Giancarlo Esposito 
(“Once Upon a Time”), and relative newcomer 
Tracy Spiridakos, chronicling their struggle to 
gain power in this world of survivors and their 
attempts to discover how the power went out.

Basically, this is a standard drama from 
the writers of “The Shield,” but it takes 
place on a submarine. Let’s face it: That’s 
infinitely more awesome. Starring Andre 
Braugher (“Homicide: Life on the Street”) 
as the head of the crew, the show tells the 
story of a renegade U.S. ballistic missile 
submarine crew that finds refuge at a for-
eign NATO base after refusing to launch 
nuclear weapons and promptly declares it-
self the world’s smallest sovereign nation, 
one with nuclear missiles at that. The show 
tells the story of both the crew and their 
families, and while the premise seems a 
little far-fetched, the show will hopefully 
surpass its unlikely plot with sheer “cool 
factor.”

This new drama is a new take on the no-
torious Sherlock Holmes and John Watson 
relationship, offering a modern twist with 
Johnny Lee Miller (“Eli Stone”) as Holmes but 
Lucy Liu as Watson. In this version, Holmes is 
a somewhat mentally unstable consultant for 
the NYPD, and Watson is a meticulous former 
surgeon who supervises Holmes’ erratic ac-
tions and keeps him on track while he uses 
his nonsensical ways to make sense out of the 
most complicated of crimes. The show is in-
triguing, if nothing else; will Holmes and Wat-
son ever have a romantic relationship in this 
twist on the iconic duo? Only time will tell, but 
maybe their combination of quirks and crime 
solving could help them to become the next 
Booth and Bones.

For anyone who wants to reminisce about 
the middle-school afternoons they spent watch-
ing “Smallville,” this is the show for you. “Ar-
row” tells the origin story of Green Arrow, both a 
comic book hero and secondary character from 
Smallville itself. The show boasts a cast of excep-
tionally good looking people, as is only custom-
ary on the CW, and seems to be full of drama and 
mystery. Realistically, this new show is probably 
most comparable to a Spanish soap opera, but 
the hot cast and superhero-centric plot might 
propel it into stardom similar to the Vampire Dia-
ries’ climb to fame. Stephen Amell, although not 
an actor who has previously played the charac-
ter, will play Oliver Queen, the wealthy playboy 
turned vigilante, in this new series that promises 
to be your next guilty pleasure.

Revolution Last Resort Elementary Arrow

Premieres Monday, Sept. 17, at 9 p.m. Premieres Wednesday, Oct. 10, at 7 p.m.Premieres Thursday, Sept. 27, at 9 p.m.Premieres Thursday, Sept. 27, at 7 p.m.

Courtesy of Go on Courtesy of animal oraCtiCe Courtesy of the new normal

layout and Content by raChel marCus

Mathew Perry, best known for his role 
as Chandler on “Friends,” is making yet an-
other attempt at returning to TV in this com-
edy about grief counseling. While just a tad 
counter-intuitive, this show tells the story of 
a man trying to find comedy in his grief after 
his wife is killed while texting and driving. 
The show seems like it might be promising 
and boasts what can certainly be called in-
teresting personalities; the main character is 
a radio sportscaster who clearly has a knack 
for sports puns, and the leader of his grief 
counseling group apparently discovered her 
calling while coaching others through Weight 
Watchers. It will be interesting, however, to 
see if Perry can overcome his character as 
Chandler and really differentiate between the 
two roles. That being said, could we be any 
more excited to see him try?

For those who love “Weeds,” Justin Kirk 
has moved on to his next TV project with this 
comedy about a vet who prefers animal com-
pany to his fellow humans. The show boasts 
a cast of experienced TV actors including Jo-
anna Garcia (“Reba,” “Better With You”) and 
Tyler Labine (“Reaper”), but concentrates 
on Justin Kirk’s character as he tries to over-
come his bias towards animals and manage 
his own clinic. Perhaps the most impressive 
cast member, though, is a pet monkey played 
by the famous Crystal the Monkey (“The 
Hangover: Part II”, “Community”) as the tal-
ented and very obedient Dr. Rizzo. Beyond 
this general theme of comedic monkey busi-
ness, however, the show will need to work on 
overcoming its generally outlandish plot to 
become a true success and balance comedic 
timing with actual plot.

This new show is at first somewhat intrigu-
ing; it tells the story of gay partners who decide 
they want to start a family through surrogacy 
and promptly begin the search for the perfect 
surrogate to help them with their happy ending. 
They think they’ve found their match in Goldie, 
a single mother who is looking to better the life 
of her daughter. What they don’t realize, howev-
er, is that she comes with an eccentric and fairly 
offensive mother completely opposed to their 
idea. The show poses a more modern take on 
what a family is, has a good ensemble cast, and 
could end up being decently funny, especially 
as Ryan Murphy, the mind behind “Glee,” also 
created this show. However, most of the promo-
tions look like a copycat of the clearly superior 
“Modern Family.” This show might deserve a 
chance, but it’s doubtful that it will live up to 
the genius that is the Dunphy family.

Mamie Gummer is back to playing a 
young, eager doctor in this new dramedy 
that tells the story of a medical school 
graduate still trying to live down her days 
as the high school geek and become a suc-
cessful medical professional. In contrast to 
her cynical character on the medical dra-
ma  “Off the Map,” Gummer plays a sweet, 
soft-spoken but undeniably talented doc-
tor just trying to find a balance between 
work, life and romance. The show could 
be interesting and, as with the CW’s “Ar-
row” (and all the CW’s other shows), has a 
generally very good looking cast. What ev-
eryone is really hoping for, though, is that 
Mamie Gummer’s mother, the lovely Meryl 
Streep, will grace this new show with her 
presence and make what can only be a tru-
ly amazing guest appearance. 

Go On Animal PraCtiCe The New Normal Emily Owens, MD

Premieres Tuesday, Sept. 11, at 8:00 p.m. Premieres Tuesday, Oct. 16, at 8:00 p.m.Premieres Tuesday, Sept. 11, at 8:30 p.m.Premieres Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 7:00 p.m.

TV shows premiering this fall you definitely need to see

Go to bit.ly/ricetheresher to sign up to be a 
part of the Rice Thresher staff, and we’ll get in 
touch with you!
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Meet the new freshman athletes competing this fall
Brandon Dawkins

Sport: Football
College: Hanszen

Has a self-diagnosed addic-
tion to sunflower seeds

Kimberly Vaio

Sport: Volleyball
College: Baker

Just learned how to ride a 
bike this year

Zachary Espinosa

Sport: Football
College: Sid Rich

Also ran the 4x100 relay for 
Cedar Park

Jasmine Isokpunwu

Sport: Soccer
College: Brown

Has never tasted either 
Nutella or tofu

Kyley Reed

Sport: Volleyball
College: Duncan

Has more pictures with her 
cat than with other people 

Holly Hargreaves

Sport: Soccer
College: Wiess

Was born in London; room-
mate loves killer whales

Tabari McGaskey

Sport: Football
College: McMurtry

Is obsessed with pop-tarts 
and cookies

Andi Bawcum

Sport: Volleyball
College: Baker

Loves kitty kats. But not 
one-line paragraphs

Spencer Stanley

Sport: Football
College: Sid Rich

Has a black belt in three 
martial arts

Brandon Dawkins

Sport: Volleyball
College: Wiess

Calls a water fountain a 
“bubbler” 

Lauren Hughes

Sport: Soccer
College: Will Rice

Her favorite animals are 
giraffes

Alex Lyons

Sport: Football
College: McMurtry

Player Pokemon until he 
was 17
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 The Fifth Lap
The dream is over.
These words echoed across televisions 

and radios after the release of the Freeh 
report investigating former Pennsylvania 
State University defensive coordinator 
Jerry Sandusky’s continued sexual abuse 
of children. 

The illusion is gone. The dream is over. 
The idea that big-time athletics can 

even exist successfully in a university 
setting has to be over. If such scandal 
could occurr at Penn State, under Joe Pa-
terno, the aging figurehead of that very 
dream, how could it not be over?

This was not just a recruiting viola-
tion or faked SAT score. This was the cov-
erup of a sex abuse scandal. This was our 
most vulnerable neglected, while those 
who preyed upon them were protected. 

How could the dream not be over?
It was a mood accentuated less than a 

week later when the NCAA piled its pun-
ishment on Penn State. Even the NCAA 
seemed to be saying that athletics were 
part of the problem as opposed to a part 
of the solution. 

How could the dream not be over?
Except that giving up on the dream 

isn’t a viable option. In fact, now is the 
time it needs more resolve than ever. 

Athletics, just like any other student 
activity, has the responsibility to make a 
positive contribution to a university. Not 
just the capability, the responsibility.

If we say athletics do not have this 
capability, if somehow athletics are ex-
cused from responsibility, only the worst 
elements will prosper. 

Therefore, as another NCAA season 
gets underway, there has to be a renewed 
focus on proving that athletics really 
can contribute to higher education. And 
that’s especially true for Rice, an institu-
tion of high educational standards.

It means the focus in Tudor Fieldhouse 
has to not only be on making our athletes 
more successful, but on making the uni-
versity more successful. It means that ath-
letes have to be positive members of the 
Rice community off the field. And it means 
that the rest of campus, from the Allen 
Center to the residential colleges, has to 
allow athletics the opportunity to do so.

Athletics, like great literature, art or 
music, does more than just entertain. It 
inspires, teaches, unites and provides 
an escape. It forces the university to deal 
with both the sweetest victories and the 
harshest defeats. Rice’s pursuit of athlet-
ic excellence at the highest level not only 
makes it a better institution overall, but 
also helps create a better environment in 
which students can learn. 

But in a year  in which those who hold 
dear the ideals of sport find themselves 
feeling betrayed, collegiate athletics has 
to help showcase why it still belongs on 
campus.

Like the realities of life it reflects, athlet-
ics will never be perfect. In their jadedness, 
people can give up on collegiate athletics, 
or they can keep pursuing all that collegiate 
athletics was promised to be.

There are flaws to be found in college 
athletics, but there are also strengths, 
and values for those willing to look.

The dream is never dead. 

 Gabe  Cuadra

by Ryan Glassman
Thresher Staff

The word this season is expectations. 
After three straight losing seasons, Head 
Coach David Bailiff knows that his team’s 
rebuilding efforts must finish soon. 

Bailiff has placed his trust in this it-
eration of his team, in this specific group 
of starters, to bring the team back to the 
heights it reached in 2008. 

Expectations are high headed into this 
season, despite the Owls being a fairly 
young team and returning relatively few 
starters compared to the previous seasons. 

Expectations were high heading into last 
season, with a lot more starters returning, 
but fizzled with the Owls fading after a hot 
start to the season.

“There are no more excuses for us,” se-
nior quarterback Taylor McHargue said to 
Ricefootball.net. “This is a team that can ab-
solutely compete for this conference cham-
pionship.”

With just four starters on offense and five 
on defense returning, Rice needs new talent 
to surface. One of those four filled spots is 
the still-contested quarterback position. 

 Without success from some of the under-
classmen, who will be asked to apply what 
they did in bursts last year to an entire sea-
son, the Owls will struggle to return to Con-
ference USA relevance. 

The challenge facing these young players 
is that while they showed glimpses of prom-
ise last season,  they now must bring that in-
tensity and focus to every play to provide the 
consistent contribution needed by their team. 

Perhaps the difference can be the return 
of Sam McGuffie at slot receiver, healthy for 
his senior year. The potential McGuffie pos-
sesses is easily apparent and could add an 
entire new dimension to the Owls offense.

His talent can truly elevate the Owls, but 
he needs to be healthy to contribute at the 
highest level he possibly can. 

At its best, this team has the potential to 
be explosive. Few teams in C-USA can score 
like this team when firing on all cylinders.

The defense will be led by senior de-
fensive end Jared Williams and junior line-
backer Cameron Nwosu as it tries to rebound 
after a down season. Last year, the Owls 
struggled to a tune of 462 yards allowed per 
game, placing them at 111th in the NCAA, 
numbers they will look to improve on in the 
upcoming season. 

The secondary, an area of weakness last 
year, will need to show significant improve-
ment as well if the Owls are to remain com-
petitive within the conference.

The Owls start this season against UCLA 
in a prime-time television matchup on 
Thursday, Aug. 30. 

Expect Rice players to have that date cir-
cled as their return to prominence, as they 
hope to challenge in C-USA one more time 
before conference realignment.

Because of the pending conference rear-
rangement, this season will be the last go 
round for the collection of teams that came 
together after the fall of the Southwest Con-
ference to form what is now C-USA. 

If the Owls fail to live up to expectations, 
this could very well be the final year for 
Head Coach David Bailiff, who understands 
the necessity of winning inside college foot-
ball. It’s all a game of expectations — one 
that Rice hopes to finally win this season.

The last few years have been a struggle 
for the Owls, as they have been mired in a 
rebuilding project. 

After reaching the Texas Bowl in 2008, in 
which the Owls beat Western Michigan by a 
score of 38-14, the team has endured losing 
seasons and unreached goals.

Expectations and Reality
Football team sets sights on upcoming 
season, deals with mounting pressure 
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by Anthony Lauriello
Thresher Editorial Staff

The last two weeks gave birth to the Ho-
meric epitaph of greatest Olympian ever.  
Even in the superlative-ridden world of 
sports, this title stands out. 

The recipient of this title was Michael 
Phelps, the American swimmer who has won 
more Olympic medals than anyone — 22 total 
and 18 gold medals, to be precise. Certainly 
this is an impressive achievement and one for 
the history books. 

However, this does not make Phelps the 
greatest Olympian ever. If we measure great-
ness simply by the number of gold medals 
an athlete has accrued, then we are also al-
most certainly ceding the title to a swimmer, 
whose sport is conducive to winning numer-
ous medals in a single Olympiad. 

Instead of how many pieces of precious 
metal hang from his or her neck, we should 
judge the greatest Olympian ever by the mag-
nitude of the athletic accomplishment, how 
he changed his sport, and how he inspired 
his nation. 

With these criteria the greatest Olympian 
ever is not the household name of Phelps but 
a man whom few Americans have ever heard 
of, Emil Zatopek. 

A Czech with the misfortune to grow up 
in the middle of the 20th Century, Zatopek 
ran to greatness in the backdrop of political 
turmoil.  

His early 20s, often the peak for track ath-
letes, were spent training in used training 
shoes under the watchful eyes of occupying 
Nazi soldiers in Prague. When the Russians 
replaced the Germans, Zatopek joined the 
Red Army so that he could continue to train 
full-time for the Olympics. 

Zatopek’s training regime was as brutal 
as the armies swapping control of his home-

land. Learning from Pavvo Nurmi, the great 
Finnish runner of the 1920’s,  Zatopek helped 
develop fartleks, or interval running. These 
workouts involve doing a large volume of 
repeats or distances at a fast pace with little 
rest and have today come to form the basis of 
most modern training regimens.  

Famous for saying “Why should I practice 
running slow? I already know how to run 
slow. I want to learn to run fast,” Zatopek 
pushed both the pace and amount of running 
that athletes had previously handled. 

The difficulty of these workouts would be 
enough for most men, but not for Emile Zato-
pek. During the war he ran in beat up and 
used tennis shoes and afterward he ran in 
combat boots. He ran in the snow. He ran on 
a bathtub treadmill that helped dry the laun-
dry. He ran with his wife on his back.

There are countless stories of Zatopek’s 
training and practices, many of them seem-
ingly superhuman, but they all contain one 
underlying commonality: No matter the situ-
ation, Zatopek ran fast. 

In 1948, when Zatopek was 25, the results 
of his hard work paid off: At the London 
Olympics he won gold in the 10,000 meter 
and silver in the 5,000 meter. Having such a 
successful double is rare in distance running, 
with the amount of strain and effort that each 
race takes. 

In London, Zatopek cemented himself as 
the preeminent distance runner of his time, 
but it was four years later in Helsenki that he 
became a legend. Zatopek started off the 1952 
Olympics by repeating gold in the 10,000 me-
ter. Not content to merely go back to back in 
track’s longest race, he then won gold in the 
5,000 meter. 

Winning both these distance events shows 
an utter domination of the sport. When Mo 
Farrah of Great Britain completed this feat in 
the 2012 Olympics he became an overnight 

national hero. Zatopek had accomplished the 
greatest dream of long distance track run-
ners. And then he decided to run a marathon. 

When most people choose to embark on 
a 26.2 mile run they do weeks of preparation 
and tone down their training as the race ap-
proaches so that they are both well trained 
and well rested for one of the most grueling 
endurance events in sport. 

Zatopek’s first marathon came at the 
Olympics after already winning the longest 
events in track. It would be like Micheal 
Phelps deciding to jump in the 10km open 
swim on a whim.

Englishman Jim Peters, the heavy favorite 
in the Marathon at the time, knew of Zato-
pek’s impressive resume but remained confi-
dent he could drop the Czech usurper early 
on in the race. 

Peters went out at a fast pace and Zatopek 
stayed close at hand. The two ran neck and 
neck, with Peters trying to crush the spirit of 
the already tired Zatopek. 

Mid-way through the race, Zatopek asked 
him if the pace was too fast. Distance running 
is as much a mental sport as a physical one, 
and Peters thought that Zatopek was break-
ing. He told the first time marathoner that he 
thought the pace was “a bit slow.”  

Peters must have thought that this was the 
moment he would win gold, even “the Czech 
locomotive” could not win the Olympic mara-
thon on his first try. Then Zatopek sped up.

Jim Peters never finished the 1952 Olympic 
Marathon, having exhausted himself keeping 
up with Zatopek. Zatopek won gold, just like 
he had in the 5,000 and the 10,000. And to 
top it all off, he set the Olympic record in all 
three of the events. 

These performances might never be 
matched in the world of distance running, 
but they are not the only reason Zatopek 
endures as the greatest Olympian ever. Zato-

pek battled not only records and world-class 
competitors but tyranny.

Before the 1952 Olympics, the Soviet con-
trolled Czech team excluded an athlete be-
cause his father was a political prisoner. Zato-
pek publicly refused to go to Helsinki without 
him.  Amazingly, the Soviet government caved 
and allowed the athlete to compete. 

However, Zatopek’s luck ended in 1968 
during the Prague Spring, when Soviet troops 
brutally put down seeds of revolt in the Czech 
capital. The communists punished Zatopek 
for speaking against this intervention by 
stripping him of his honors and making him 
work in a uranium mine for six years. 

However, Zatopek’s endurance and deter-
mination once again outlasted his opponent 
and he lived to see the Iron Curtain fall and 
his country free for the first time since Nazi 
boots landed on the ground in 1938. 

Zatopek died in 2000 and he posthumous-
ly won the Pierre de Coubertin award for the 
True Spirit of Sportsmanship. 

Michael Phelps’ 22 gold medals have made 
America proud and demonstrated on a global 
stage the extent of human potential at a time 
when such displays are more accessible than 
ever. 

He reminded us of the upper echelons of 
human potential at a time when many need-
ed reminding, and he did so with the entire 
world watching.  

However, he will be hard pressed to top 
what Zatopek’s unfailing determination and 
courage did to the nation of Czechoslovakia. 
And of course, for all of the races that Phelps 
won, and all the events he competed in, none 
of them were his first time.

The man whose athletic accomplishments, 
while monumental, pale in comparison to the 
courage and fidelity he showed his nation, is 
the athlete who should be universally known 
as the greatest Olympian ever. 

Measuring excellence: The greatest Olympian ever?
Why an athlete unknown to most people deserves this title over Phelps, Bolt and the rest



the Rice ThresherFriday, April 20, 2012 19CALENDAR

the Calendar
Aug. 17 – Aug. 23, 2012
follow us 24/7 at twitter.com/threshercal

HOW TO SuBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS
The deadline for submission is 3 p.m. the Monday prior to publication.  Submis-
sions are printed on a space-available basis.

Submission methods
Fax: 713.348.5238
Email: thresher-calendar@rice.edu
Campus Mail:  Calendar Editor
              Thresher, ms-524

fRIDAy 17
Fly the Nest, Young Owlet

If the end of O-Week has left you feel-
ing brave enough to wander outside 
of the hedges on your own, then be 
sure to check out the “Highlights of 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston” 
gallery talk today from noon to 12:45 
p.m. in the Law Building of the mu-
seum. Consider this your first stop in 
Exploring Houston’s Culture 101 (as 
well as a convenient stop on the ME-
TRORail). Student entrance is free.

SuDOku

These sudokus were created by sudokupuzzler.com.
They are rated mild and spicy difficulty, respectively.

The solution will be posted on Twitter at twitter.com/threshercal.

Tomorrow, Tomorrow, it’s Dis-O 
Tomorrow

If you’d like to sneak in some fami-
ly-friendly fun before Dis-O hits to-

SATuRDAy 18
Homecomin’ Hoot-enanny

Do you hope to spread the excite-
ment felt by all the young whipper-
snappers during O-Week through-
out the entire student body faster 
than you can put away a Wednes-
day night cinnamon roll from East 

Hop Over and Scratch an Itch
Tonight from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. the 
Discovery Green Flea Market goes 
nocturnal. So if you night owls find 
yourselves in desperate need to 
make some last-minute purchases 
for your dorm, this is a sure bet for 
unique bargains.  You’ll be able to 
treasure hunt your way through 
vintage wares, repurposed items, 
and of course some flea market 
kitsch. The market will be located 
in the Grace Event Lawn at the Dis-
covery Green. 

morrow, then at 8 p.m. tonight take 
a quick hop over the hedges to the 
Miller Outdoor Theatre at Hermann 
Park to catch a free performance of 
“Annie.” This is a ticketed event, 
but free tickets are available from 
the box office the day of the perfor-
mance from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. For 
more information call 281-373-3386.

Servery? Then look no further than 
RPC’s Welcome Back Festival fea-
turing inflatable obstacles, a Velcro 
wall and a long-time Rice favorite, 
free food. The festival runs from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m., and student admis-
sion is free. The festivities lead up 
to the Welcome Back Concert with 
performances by Travis Porter and 
Sammy Adams. The doors of Tudor 
Fieldhouse open at 6:30 p.m. and 
close at 10 p.m. Student admission 
is free, but wristbands are required. 
For details on purchasing guest 
tickets and for more information on 
events check out rpc.rice.edu/con-
certs/welcome-back-concert-2012.

SuNDAy 19
Free Willy

Classes may not start until tomor-
row, but that doesn’t mean you 
can’t do old Willy proud and start 
brushing up on some history. “Wil-
liam Marsh Rice: The Man and His 
Legacy,” is an exhibit running at 
the Heritage Society at Sam Hous-
ton Park everyday until Nov. 4 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. In honor of the 
Centennial Celebration you can 
browse through rare documents 
detailing the life and mysterious 
death of our university’s founder. 
For more information on the exhibit 
visit heritagesociety.org/museum-
gallery.html.

TuESDAy 21
Eat Your Greens

Maybe you find yourself famished 
between servery hours, maybe you 
are a produce enthusiast or maybe 
your just looking for something fun 
to do with your Tuesday afternoon. 
Regardless, you should head out 

to the first Houston Farmer’s Market 
of the academic year. Conveniently 
located in the parking lot just next 
to Rice Stadium, you will find well-
stocked stalls selling seasonal local 
products from 3:30 p.m. to 1 p.m. In 
case you’re not sold yet, allow me to 
inform you that there is a baker there 
who sells fresh chocolate croissants. 
I’ll see you there, mes amis. 

WEDNESDAy 22
Abraca-What Now?

If you don’t consider the sudden, 
mystical appearance of textbooks 
and courses into your daily life a very 
amusing feat of legerdemain, or in-
deed if you find this act of academic 
apparition a tad overwhelming, then 
you may be in need of an evening of 
light-hearted magic. Luckily, from 8 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in the RMC Grand 
Hall “The Norman Magic Experience” 
will be arriving in a cloud of smoke 
to entertain, thrill and keep you from 
obsessing over the details of new syl-
labi. Just don’t think Norm will be 
able to saw that course-load in half. 

Brat Pack Bonanza
Tonight marks the start of Miller Out-
door Theater’s three-night run of John 
Hughe’s heartwarmin’ movies. Head 
out to Hermann Park at 8:15 p.m. for 
the next three nights to enjoy free 
screenings of “Sixteen Candles,” “The 
Breakfast Club,” and finally “Pretty in 
Pink.” Then be prepared to find your-
self incapable of not singing, “Don’t 
You Forget About Me” as you walk 
across the academic quad and secretly 
hoping you will get locked in Fondren 
Library to bond with Hughes-ian high 
school stereotypes.

THuRSDAy 23
Gratis Gargantuans

Celebrate the Houston Museum of Nat-
ural Science’s “Year of the Dinosaur” 
and the recent opening of their new 
Hall of Paleontology. On any other day 
of the week with a $10 student ticket 
you will be purchasing the opportunity 
to “pet a dinosaur” or at least its fossil-
ized flesh, gaze into the eyes of a Tyran-
nosaurus rex and relive the splendor of 
shark week with a 12-foot megalodon 
shark jaw reconstruction, but today you 
can do this all for free during the “Free 
Thursday Hours” of 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 
the museum.
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CLASSIFIEDS 
$20 per 40 word block.

C a s h ,  ch e c k  o r  c re d i t  c a rd  p ay m e n t  m u s t  
a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t ,  wh i c h  m u s t  b e  re ce ive d  b y  4  p . m .  
on the Tuesday prior to publication.

Heaven Chen
Classifieds Manager

713-348-3974
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason.  Additionally, the Thresher does not take  
responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication.

Rick Song
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$75/year domestic
$150/year international via First Class Mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967
Fax 713-348-5238

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu
The Backpage is satire and is written by Alex Weinheimer, Anthony Lauriello and Zach Casias.  Email comments and questions to ajw3@rice.edu.

WANTED
Looking for friendly, eager to teach tutor with 
previous experience.   Or looking for someone 
majoring in education. Five year old son needs 
help with basic reading, writing and math 
skills.   2-3 times a week.   West U area right off 
Hwy. 59 & Edloe. $20 per hour.   Also have an-
other 16 year old that needs assistance with SAT 
reading.  Please email at Heenatx@gmail.com.

I need a reliable, honest and understanding 
part time worker  to work for me in my company, 
if you are interested get back to me on this email 
edwardsrobinson@live.com. I mean a good part 
time worker that can work very well, Most have 
God fearing in mind I am waiting to hear from 
you soon. edwardsrobinson@live.com

Seeking enthusiastic college students to 
coach after school fitness program in local el-
ementary schools. Working hours are between 
3pm and 6pm Monday-Friday.   Starting pay is 
$12 per hour.  You must have your own car. Con-
tact:  coachcindy1@yahoo.com or 713-894-7477.

Updated* 2 bedroom, 2 bath property in in-

credible location close in West U & close to 
59/610. Fresh paint, new kitchen appliances 
and AC. Lots of natural light, woodburning fire-
place, vaulted ceilings. Neutral pergo floors and 
new* carpet in oversized bedrooms. 1,219 Sq/ft

Sitter needed for my 9 yr old daughter M-F 3-6 
pm ASAP. $10-$15/hr. Must Drive. Pls contact 
Kara at 908.601.4912.

Evening School PickUp Wanted: Need babysit-
ter to pick up 2 kids from River Oaks Elemen-
tary and St. Stephens at 5PM and drop them off 
at home near Rice Village. If interested, please 

contact sandhyagopal@gmail.com.

BLACKBERRY PHONE (PORSCHE DESIGN) FOR 
SALE.. IF INTERESTED CONTACT; f123.ander-
son@gmail.com

After school companion for awesome 8th 
grade girl. Close to campus. Transportation & 
ability to help with Algebra.   2-3 days a week 
flexible. Call Alexia: 713.857.6358.

Apartment Rental in Montrose: Very Quiet and 
Private 1 Bed/1Bath Apt For Rent in Montrose. 
560 sq ft, recently modeled, open floor plan 

with hardwood floors. Single tenant only, non 
smoking. $850/month includes water. on-site 
W/D. off street parking. Call or text Rob at 713-
927-5676 or email rrwheeler@yahoo.com

Receptionist/bookkeeper - Looking for sum-
mer help office needs a bright, friendly and 
detail-oriented person to work from 10:30 a.m. 
- 4 p.m., Mon. - Fri. Must have experience in 
customer service and be able to accurately and 
efficiently process and record financial transac-
tions. Proficiency in Microsoft Office programs 
required. Send resume, via email, to: anthonyp-
istone88@gmail.com.

1. Held hands romantically?
2. Been on a date?
3. Been in a relationship?
4. Danced without leaving room 

for Jesus?
5. Kissed a non-family mem-

ber?
6. Kissed a non-family member 

on the lips?
7. French kissed?
8. French kissed in public?
9. Kissed on the neck?
10. Kissed horizontally?
11. Given or received a hickey?
12. Kissed or been kissed on the 

breast?
13. Kissed someone below the 

belt?
14. Kissed for more than two 

hours consecutively?
15. Played a game involving 

stripping?
16. Seen or been seen by another 

person in a sensual context?
17. Masturbated?
18. Masturbated to a picture or 

video?
19. Masturbated while someone 

else was in the room?
20. Been caught masturbating?
21. Masturbated with an inani-

mate object?
22. Seen or read pornographic 

material?
23. Massaged or been massaged 

sensually?
24. Gone through the motions 

of intercourse while fully 
dressed?

25. Undressed or been un-
dressed by a MPS (member 
of the preferred sex)?

26. Showered with a MPS?
27. Fondled or had your butt 

cheeks fondled?

28. Fondled or had your breasts 
fondled?

29. Fondled or had your genitals 
fondled?

30. Had or given “blue balls”?
31. Had an orgasm due to some-

one else’s manipulation?
32. Sent a sexually explicit text 

or instant message?
33. Sent or received sexually ex-

plicit photographs?
34. Engaged in sexually explicit 

activity over video chat?
35. Cheated on a significant oth-

er during a relationship?
36. Purchased contraceptives?
37. Engaged in fellatio?
38. Engaged in cunnilingus?
39. Ingested someone else’s 

genital secretion?
40. Used a sex toy with a partner?
41. Spent the night with a MPS?
42. Been walked in on while en-

gaging in a sexual act?
43. Kicked a roommate out to 

commit a sexual act?
44. Ingested alcohol in a non-

religious context?
45. Played a drinking game?
46. Been drunk?
47. Faked sobriety to parents or 

teachers?
48. Had severe memory loss due 

to alcohol?
49. Used tobacco?
50. Used marijuana?
51. Used a drug stronger than 

marijuana?
52. Used methamphetamine, 

crack cocaine, PCP, horse 
tranquilizers or heroin?

53. Been sent to the office of a 
principal, dean or judicial 
affairs representative for a 
disciplinary infraction?

54. Been put on disciplinary 
probation or suspended?

55. Urinated in public?
56. Gone skinny-dipping?
57. Gone streaking?
58. Seen a stripper?
59. Had the police called on 

you?
60. Run from the police?
61. Had the police question 

you?
62. Had the police handcuff 

you?
63. Been arrested?
64. Been convicted of a crime?
65. Been convicted of a felony?
66. Committed an act of van-

dalism?
67. Had sexual intercourse?
68. Had sexual intercourse 

three or more times in one 
night?

69. ?
70. Had sexual intercourse 10 

or more times?
71. Had sexual intercourse in 

four or more positions?
72. Had sexual intercourse 

with a stranger or person 
you met within 24 hours?

73. Had sexual intercourse in a 
motor vehicle?

74. Had sexual intercourse 
outdoors?

75. Had sexual intercourse in 
public?

76. Had sexual intercourse in a 
swimming pool or hot tub?

77. Had sexual intercourse in 
a bed not belonging to you 
or your partner?

78. Had sexual intercourse 
while you or your partner’s  
parents were in the same 
home?

79. Had sexual intercourse with 
non-participating third 
party in the same room?

80. Joined the mile high club?
81. Participated in a “booty 

call” with a partner whom 
you were not in a relation-
ship with?

82. Traveled 100 or more miles 
for the primary purpose of  
sexual intercourse?

83. Had sexual intercourse 
with a partner with a 3 or 
more year age difference?

84. Had sexual intercourse 
with a virgin?

85. Had sexual intercourse 
without a condom?

86. Had a STI test due to rea-
sonable suspicion?

87. Had a STI?
88. Had a threesome?
89. Attended an orgy?
90. Had two or more unique 

and distinct acts of sexual 
intercourse with two or 
more people within 24 
hours?

91. Had sexual intercourse 
with five or more partners?

92. Been photographed or 
filmed during sexual 
intercourse  by yourself or 
others.

93. Had period sex?
94. Had anal sex?
95. Had a pregnancy scare?
96. Impregnated someone or 

been impregnated?
97. Paid or been paid for a 

sexual act?
98. Committed an act of              

voyeurism?
99. Committed an act of incest?

Rice Purity Test

Note: Consider only sexual acts that were consensual for the purposes of this test.

The Official

Have you ever ...

SCORE: ___________Sign Honor Code Here: __________________________________________________________

www.RICEPURITYTEST.com

100. Engaged in bestiality?
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