
The "Unbuilt" Campus 
by Karen Rogers 

ver the years, buildings 
planned for the Rice 
campus have sometimes 

not materialized. The 
Cornerstone explored the 
various designs for a president's 
house (prior to the actual 
construction of one in 1949) in the Spring 1999 issue. The 1938 Campanile 
featured eight buildings that the students seemed very confident would be 
constructed in the near future on the campus. Only one of them, the football 
stadium, which was already under construction, was actually built. Interestingly, 
the "old" stadium is now in the second category of structures on the Rice 
campus that we are considering: those that once stood but are now gone (or 
almost gone, in this case). 

Buildings that Never Got Off the Drawing Boards 
In 1927, William Ward Watkin sent sketches for a library for the Rice Institute 
to Edgar Odell Lovett; this design was characterized as "the merest 
approximation of what you might want." Its location was uncertain. The 
architectural firm of Cram and Ferguson subsequently designed a library for the 
University of Southern California (completed in 1932) that reminds one of the 
Rice design. Some Rice alumni contend that "our" library got built out there. 

William Ward Watkin's 
preliminary plans for a Rice 
library, 1927 (above) 

Edward L. Doheny Memorial 
Library at the University of 
Southern California (at right) 
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Architectural historian Stephen Fox says that "Cram's Doheny Library at the 
University of Southern California might as well have been the Rice Institute's library, 
so liberally did Cram and Ferguson borrow from the style evolved for the 
Administration Building twenty years earlier." 

As noted earlier, the 1938 Campanile featured several buildings that were 
planned for the Rice campus. The drawings were prepared by James Karl Dunaway, 
a graduate student in the department of architecture. The advent of World War II 
probably explains why these 
buildings were not 
constructed. 

The Commencement 
Hall was to be located on 
the main axis of the Institute 
at a location approximately 
800 feet southwest of the 
Founder's statue, facing the 
Administration Building 
(now Lovett Hall). Stephen 
Fox thinks this "fantastically 
tiled and marble temple" 
was perhaps William Ward 
Watkin's "tribute to the 
imagination of Bertram 
Grosvenor Goodhue." 
Nothing of this sort was ever 
built on the Rice campus. 

The proposed Commencement H all 



Gymnasium at the south end of the residential court, 
placed symmetrically opposite the student union at the 
north end 

RECREATION 

A gym was finally constructed after 
World War II and was renovated 
and renamed the Tudor Field House 
in 2009. 

The Gibbs Recreational Center 
was opened in 2009. 



CAMPUS LIVING 

The women's residential hall was to be located to 
the right as one approaches the Administration 
Building from the city and forming part of the 
forecourt of the campus 

The student union, to provide for student activities, 
was to be located at the north end of the Residential 
Court facing south on the road to Autry House 

The Roost was a snack bar in 
the basement of Fondren 
Library (constructed 1949). 
This was the first interior space 
on campus where students could 
gather to socialize. 

Jones College was the first on-campus housing for 
women; it opened in the spring of 1957. 

The Rice Memorial 
Ceo ter was the first 
real student center 
constructed on 
campus in 1957. 

The "oH' football 
stadium located near 
the intersection of 
Main and University 
was under 
construction in 1938. 
It was partially 
demolished after the 
"new" stadium was 
constructed in 1950. 



Anderson Hall, constructed after World 
War II, became the home of the Architecture 
School. 

ACADEMICS& 

ALUMNI 

The School of Architecture was to be 
located to the left of the 
Administration Building as one 
approaches from the city. 

The Alumni Building (left) was 
to be erected from funds 
collected from alumni and 
would contain classrooms> 
lecture halls, and academic 
departments. Due to the Great 
Depression, the needed capital 
was not raised. 

Sewall Hall (below), built for art 
and art history in 1971, where 
the Alumni Building had been 
planned, most closely resembles 
the '30s design for the building 
for classrooms, lecture halls, and 
academic departments. 



Buildings and Other Features of the Campus that have Disappeared 
It should not surprise anyone that, in the hundred year 
history of Rice, some buildings have been demolished and 
other structures have taken their place-and not only 
buildings but other landmarks as well like Harris Gully, a 
tributary of Brays Bayou that still flows through a culvert 
underground, and the campus walk, a shaded path that 
stretched from West Hall (now Hanszen College) to the 
football stadium. Mules were used for campus maintenance 
until the 1950s and they were stabled in barns on the east 
side of Harris Gully. 

The Field House, built in 1921, was demolished 
after World War II. The "old" stadium was 
constructed adjacent to it in 1938. 

The Naval ROTC Building was directly north of 
the Campanile. In May, 1941 a Naval ROTC unit 
was authorized by the Secretary of the Navy and 
accepted by President Lovett. In June work on the 
new building was commenced under the direction 
of Professor of Architecture William Ward Watkin. 
In 1969, Lynn Ashby, a columnist for a local 
newspaper, noted "Pacifism, Vietnam Thinning 
NROTC Ranks at Rice." Arson was reported at 
the building in 1972. 

1950 aerial photograph shows the "old" stadium, Field 
House, and Harris Gully. The mule barns are barely 
visible in the trees. 



Inside the Campus Walk 

1948 aerial photograph shows the 
mule barns (bottom, at the end of a 
curving white road) and the Campus 
Walk (a shaded path) leading to the 
"old" stadium. Fondren Library is 
under construction as is the 
Hermann Professional Building 
across Main Street. 

Wiess Hall (above), which later became Wiess College, was completed 
in 1949. It was replaced by "new" Wiess College in 2002. 

The South Servery for new Wiess College and Hanszen College built 
in 2002 (below) 

The Nuclear Research Laboratory was completed in 1952. It housed the 
Van de Graff Nuclear Accelerator. (left) The lab was enlarged in 
1960-61 and renamed the T. W Bonner Laboratories in 1963. (middle) 
It was demolished in 1994. Duncan Hall rose in its place. 



Interior of Anne and 
Charles Duncan Hall 
completed in 1996. 

"New, new" Will Rice 
College replaced the 1957 
wing in 2010. 

Jones College Masters' House, 1957. A new 
masters' house was constructed when Jones 
College was enlarged in 2002. (above) 

Original Jones College Masters' House interior 
(below) 

The Tidelands Motel on 
the corner of University 
and Main Street was 
acquired by Rice for 
graduate student housing 
in 1983. 

The Bioscience Research 
Collaborative rose on 
that site in 2003. 

"New" wing of Will 
Rice College under 
construction in 
1956. 
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