
Recent Rice graduate Kevin Tran, a member of Martel College, wrote a paper for 
Dr. John Boles' class in 2010: '1ncorporating New Colleges into the Rice University 
College System." The Rice Historical Society published the first part of the paper in 
the Spring Cornerstone. The conclusion follows. 

Incorporating New Colleges into the 
Rice University College System: 
McMurtry College and Duncan College 
by Kevin Tran 

ot long after the opening of 
Martel College [2001-2002], 

___ the players involved in the 
decisions that created it had moved 
on beyond Rice, and Robin Foreman, 
formerly a master of Jones College, 
was appointed Dean of 
Undergraduates by newly selected 
President David Leebron. In addition, 
Rice's ongoing expansion created a 
demand for more on-campus 
housing. For the same reasons that 
Martel was opened, the desire to 
house over 70 percent of Rice's 
undergraduate population was 
considered highly important by 

McMurtry College 

President Leebron's new 
administration, and the best way to 
accomplish that goal was to build and 
open new colleges. However, these 
new colleges, McMurtry and Duncan, 
were not built, populated, or formed 
in any way similar to Martel College. 

When Rice had contracted the 
architects to build these new colleges, 
there was a lot of discussion in terms 
of what was necessary and practical in 
building a residential college. Mike 
Wolf, master of Will Rice, felt like the 
architects initially did not understand 
the culture of the colleges and viewed 
them solely as dormitories and not as 
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structures that support the community. 
For example, they said, "Now, if these 
sets of students leave down this staircase 
and these nearby students leave out of a 
separate staircase, the students never 
actually run into each other." 
Fortunately, over many discussions, the 
architects were finally able to come up 
with a building plan that the 
administration approved. One of the 
most distinguishing features of these 
new colleges was to be their LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) certification. 
Duncan College was the first to be 
certified and, a year later, McMurtry 
was the second. These buildings are 
"designed to retain water for irrigation 
purposes and have motion detector 
lights which will turn on or off 
according to the flow of people. The 
building design decreases energy 
consumption up to 25 percent as well as 
cuts back on water usage. Air 
conditioners power off when windows 
are opened." 

Perhaps the greatest difficulty in 
planning these buildings was the 
number of beds each college 
was supposed to house. Each 
of the colleges, mirror images 
of one another, house 324 
beds, with an overall total of 
approximately 420 students, 
both on and off campus, as 
part of the colleges. These 
"mega-colleges" each have at 
least 100 more students per 
college than any of the 
previous nine colleges. This 
evoked a great amount of 
concern among the Rice 
undergraduate population 
and brought into question 
the downfalls of having such 
a large college. The first 
concern was organization and 
maintenance; would the 
college leadership, including 
the masters, resident 
associates, and the student 

Duncan College Fountain 

government, be able to confidently and 
effectively run and keep track of so 
many students? Another concern was 
the inter-college competition, 
particularly intramural sports. Would 
McMurtry and Duncan Colleges now 
have an advantage as they have more 
students to choose from to play their 
sports and win the President's Cup? The 
latter question will not be answered 
until the new colleges are at full 
capacity; however, the former question 
was answered with the introduction of a 
Head Resident Fellow, another adult 
leadership position that plays a role that 
is similar to both a resident associate 
and a master. 

The next question to be asked was 
how the students were going to 
populate and form the new colleges. A5 
mentioned before, those involved in the 
decisions behind opening Martel 
College were no longer in positions at 
Rice to fully understand the process 
that had existed at the beginning of 
Martel. As 2009-2010 Martel President 
Sean McBeath wrote in the Rice 
Thresher, "The vitriol Martel faced in its 



younger years was more the result of the other colleges' 
jealousy and bitterness than it was a reflection of a failure 
in the process by which it was founded. But the perception 
that it was some part of its founding that created the 
resentment permeated Rice so thoroughly that members of 
the administration have come to believe it, and so 
conceived the new colleges' invitation system to avoid the 
'Martel mistake."' In fairness, there was an added obstacle 
that needed to be dealt with in addition to opening these 
new colleges. When the construction of McMurtry College 
and Duncan College was completed and opened for 
student living in the fall of 2009, the simultaneous 
renovations of Will Rice College and Baker College had 
just begun. As a result, the plan was that the students of 
Will Rice would be translocated and live in McMurtry 
College alongside incoming McMurtry freshmen while the 
students of Baker would live in Duncan College alongside 
incoming Duncan freshmen. Thus, the transfers from 
other colleges to McMurtry and Duncan would come after 
this pilot year and not before. 

This in of itself presented the new colleges with a 
vastly different situation from that at Martel's beginning. 
Unlike Martel, the new colleges would only constitute the 
freshmen as true "Murts" and "Duncaroos," as they came 
to call themselves, without a constitution for its student 

Duncan College 

governments or any true student leaders with defined roles. 
In order to help bridge this severe lack in leadership, two 
separate plans were implemented. The first was the idea of 
"Sister Colleges," as in Will Rice's mentoring McMurtry 
and Baker's mentoring Duncan. This first idea is a natural 
assumption as the presence of the entire Will Rice and 
Baker Colleges would be unavoidable. Similarly, as already 
well-established colleges, Will Rice and Baker would be 
able to offer a lot of insight and example to the new 
colleges-in the way of masters and student leadership-as 
they began to form their own methods of government, 
identity, and tradition. The second plan was the 
establishment of the Ambassadors Program by the Dean of 
Undergraduate's office. Ambassadors were selected from 
each of the colleges to live alongside the freshmen in the 
new colleges and help guide them in their search for a 
college identity. The introduction of the Ambassadors 
Program was meant to alleviate any of the stress in creating 
a mini-Will Rice out of McMurtry and a mini-Baker out of 
Duncan. By having members of other colleges with 
differing perspectives and ideas brought from their home 
colleges, they would ideally be able to introduce multiple 
options for the new Murts and Duncaroos to choose from 
and thus create their own culture and structure. Both of 
these plans had many benefits and were successful in some 



ways; however, the separation between the two plans 
created difficulties in determining a unified leadership 
system that would not be present until the student 
governments of the new colleges were put in place. 

In preparation for the incoming new students that 
were matriculating in 2009, Baker College and Will Rice 
College set forth on a path in determining what would be 
best for both their college and the new colleges. They were 
now charged with helping foster a new college's identity 
while maintaining their own traditions outside of their 
home. One of the first things Baker and Will Rice had to 
consider was how they were to interact with the new 
students of both their own and McMurtry and Duncan. In 
collaboration with the newly appointed 0-Week 
coordinators of the new colleges, who essentially became 
the first student leaders of the new colleges, and the 
leadership of Baker and Will Rice, each of the new colleges 
set forth on differing paths. It was decided that at 
McMurtry, the Murt freshmen would all live on the same 
floor, completely devoid of upperclassmen, and Will Rice, 
would be housed on the other three floors of the building. 
On the other hand, the new Duncaroos would be 
interspersed throughout the building, mixing in with 
Bakerites, both freshmen and upperclassmen. The 
philosophy behind McMurtry's strategy was that the 
McMurtry freshmen could bond together and form a solid 
identity among their population, the first of the Murts. In 
contrast, the philosophy behind the decision to intersperse 
the Duncan freshmen with upperclassmen at Baker was, 
according to then Baker master Dr. Jose Aranda, "to give 
them the best possible mentoring on the residential college 
system at Rice, and impress upon them how they were 
creating history by being founding members of a college, 
how that was both a privilege and responsibility, and how 
Baker hoped to be a part of their growth as a distinct 
college." 

Each of these strategies presented benefits as well as 
downfalls. Without the casual experience and interacting 
with upperclassmen, the McMurtry freshmen did not 
receive the same sort of guidance on "ground rules" that are 
common to the rest of campus. As a result, the fall of 2009 
presented many problems within McMurtry related to 
behavior and delinquency-such as destruction of property 
and excessive unruly conduct. Fortunately, the problems 
were recognized and alleviated by the spring of 2010 and 
the McMurtry freshmen bonded together very strongly. 
The freshmen took many initiatives with the support of 
the Will Rice leadership, creating for themselves their own 
Beer Bike agenda, beginning their constitution writing, 
and forming a distinctive Murt community. In contrast, 
the Duncan freshmen were truly bonded with Baker 
College. Baker offered Duncan a lot of support and 
guidance during their time in their building. Though the 

same disciplinary issues were not found at Duncan as were 
found in McMurtry, this symbiotic relationship between 
these two colleges was not without a flaw either. Duncan 
and Baker encouraged the idea of the Sister College much 
more strongly than McMurtry and Will Rice, and as a 
result Duncan bec~e much more dependent on Baker 
than McMurtry was on Will Rice. This difference was 
made very evident during Willy Week and Beer Bike 2010. 
McMurtry freshmen often complained that Will Rice 
barely offered any help in formulating Beer Bike for the 
naive McMurtry freshmen; however, Will Rice's "tough 
love" approach forced the Murts to start an initiative and 
fostered leadership among the freshmen, creating for 
themselves a very strong Beer Bike culture. On the other 
hand, Duncan was given the "protective mother" approach 
from Baker. Except for a theme and t-shirt, Duncan 
essentially followed Baker in most of what they did, even 
going so far as following directly behind Baker in the Beer 
Bike parade, which typically processes in founding order. 
As a result, the unified leadership, though present, among 
the Duncan freshmen was not as clearly defined as that of 
the McMurtry freshmen. It would not be until the transfers 
from other colleges, the establishment of their student 
governments, and the return of Baker and Will Rice to 
their own buildings that both of the new colleges were able 
to truly begin their independent paths. 

The transfer process of McMurtry College and 
Duncan College was not nearly as seamless as it could have 
been. As a result of the method used, many unexpected 
setbacks and concerns plagued the transfer process and 
ultimately the 2010-2011 academic year, the first in which 
the colleges are independent of Baker and Will Rice. The 
process that was put in place was an invitation system, in 
which students across campus would be "randomly" 
invited to one of the new colleges and were able to bring 
along a varying number of friends. The strategy behind this 
system was to not only create an allure of exclusivity, but to 
also invite a heterogeneous population to the new colleges 
as well. Unfortunately, the system did not unfold as 
planned. Bypassing invitations, Orientation Week 
coordinators and advisers were given the first opportunity 
to join the new colleges, removing any semblance of 
randomness from the makeup of their upper classes. These 
people, in essence, are the new Founding Committees: they 
are upperclassmen selected through application, by 
committee, in one form or another. In addition, the 
administration underestimated college loyalty when 
planning the transfer process and did not recognize that 
many upperclassmen would readily reject their invitations 
to the new colleges. This not only left many beds open in 
the new colleges, but it also created an opposite population 
than was desired, a homogeneous one at each of the 
colleges. Among the transfers, it was noted that a 



disproportionate percentage of Asian students transferred 
to McMurtry and a similar disproportion of African
American students transferred to Duncan. Another 
concern with the system was inviting risingseniors to the 
new colleges. Many wondered what well-adjusted rising 
seniors, those not disenchanted with their current 
situations, would abandon their college for new pastures in 
their final year at Rice. This concern was supported as the 
senior class gift donations revealed an average of 67 percent 
of seniors gave across the colleges; however, only 29 and 17 
percent of seniors from Duncan and McMurtry gave, 
respectively. The senior gift representative at Duncan noted 
that there seemed to be a "direct correlation between 
involvement at Duncan and those who gave." Despite the 
issues that are evident with the transfer process, the colleges 
have learned to adapt and the leadership that is now in 
place at the new colleges is hopeful for the future. 
McMurtry's first president Kelsey Zottnick, stated that 
though they "do have a lot more transfers whom no one 
knows and who are only there for convenience, in a couple 
of years, that will phase out entirely." 

Analysis and Future Policy 
The continued expansion of Rice can be expected, whether 
it comes in one year or twenty years, and it is important to 
recognize trends that were beneficial and detrimental to the 
student body and apply and improve those aspects in the 
potential opening of future colleges. Though the 
renovations on Baker and Will Rice conveniently coincided 
with the opening of McMurtry and Duncan, it was an 
unavoidable happenstance that proved beneficial in the 
guidance of the new colleges but also detrimental in the 
unification of student leadership and groundwork of those 
colleges. Martel's beginnings, which again, did not have the 
addition of another college living in its building, were 
much more defined in terms of goals, structure, and 
leadership. What was pivotal in the development of Martel 
was the presence of a student government and masters 
before the move into the physical building. Similarly, the 
transfer process of Martel was much more scrutinized than 
the random invitation system of the newest colleges, 
allowing for a more heterogeneous population of students 
that are more representative of the entire campus. If a 
similar instance to that of McMurtry and Duncan should 
occur in the future, in that another college populated its 
building for a year, consideration should be given to avoid 
populating that building with new students of that twelfth 
college alongside another college. This suggestion is a result 
of the confusion and divided leadership that was 
experienced in that pilot year for McMurtry and Duncan. 
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Jessica Manriquez, one of 
John Boles' students who 
made a presentation at 
Star Motor Cars,January 23 



Famous Visitors to the Rice Campus 
by Lee Pecht, CA 

From its very beginning, Rice has always 
welcomed a variety of dignitaries and 
personalities to campus. Starting with the 
formal opening ceremonies in 1912 with 
global representatives from institutes of higher 
learning, visitors have ranged from 
entertainers, artists, humanitarians, 
politicians, and experts in various disciplines 
to military, government, and world leaders. 
Presidents Taft, Hoover, Eisenhower, 
Kennedy, Johnson, Reagan, Carter, George H. 
W Bush, and Clinton have appeared. 
Numerous Secretaries of State, Secretaries of 
the Treasury, and Attorney General (Ramsey 
Clark, Janet Reno, Alberto Gonzales), and 
justices as well as Governors Huey P. Long, John 
Connally, and Rick Perry have visited. Senators 
and congressmen have spoken on campus. 
Military Leaders such as General John J. 
Pershing, Admiral Hyman G. Rickover, Colin 
Powell, and General Norman Schwarzkopf, 
ambassadors and foreign ministers, Premiers 

I 990 Economic Summit brought an unprecedented number of dignitaries to 
the Rice campus: European Community President, Jacques DeLors; Prime 
Minister Guilio Andreotti (Italy); Prime Minister, Toshiki Kaifu Oapan); Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher (Great Britain); Chancellor Helmut Kohl (West 
Germany); President Francois Mitterand (France); President George H. W Bush 
(U.S.); Prime Minister Brian Mulnoney (Canada) 

(like Soviet Union's Mikhail Gorbachev), Prime Ministers 
(Great Britain, Italy, Japan, Canada, Singapore, Mongolia, 
and Israel), government officials, a British Secret Services 
Head, Chancellors (like Germany's Helmut Schmidt and 
Helmut Kohl), CIA and United Nations representatives all 

Jordan's King Abdullah II, Her Highness Sheikha Mozah 
bin Nasser al Missned of Qatar. 

can be counted as being at Rice. 
Astronauts have made a strong 
showing on campus, among them 
Wally Schirra, Sally Rice, and Peggy 
Whitson. Dating to 1918, various 
countries have sent educational 
delegations to visit the campus. 

The Baker Institute for Public 
Policy welcomes numerous heads of 
state and dignitaries including the 
Dalai Lama, countless presidents 
(Russia's Putin, South Africa's 
Mandela, Ireland's McAleese, Georgia's 
Shevardnadze, Namibia's Nujoma, 
Egypt's Mubarak, Germany's von 
Weizsacker. Mexico's de Gortari. First 
Ladies ofTurkey (Semra Ozal) and the 
U. S. (Eleanor Roosevelt) have visited. 
Royalty has also appeared such as 
HRH Prince Philip of Great Britain, 
Jordanian Price El Hassan bin Talal, 

The news media has been well represented with Linda 
Ellerbee, Walter Cronkite, Andrea Mitchell, Tom Brokaw, 
David Brooke, and Jim Lehrer appearing. Activist Abbie 

Herbert Hoover, Secretory of Commerce, 
visited Rice on Moy I I, 19 25. He mode 
a short address outside the Physics 
Amphitheater. He said that Rice, in the 
absence of long-established customs, would 
be permitted to make changes necessary 
for progress. 

Hoffman brought his energy to 
campus. Pulitzer Prize recipients and 
Nobel Laureates have contributed to 
the scholarly experience at Rice as well 
as authors J. Frank Dobie, David 
Westheimer, George Williams, 
William Goyen, John Graves, Larry 
McMurtry, and Kurt Vonnegut. 
World-renown artists, opera stars such 
as Cecilia Bartoli and Renee Fleming, 
musicians and entertainers such as Bill 
Cosby, Tim McGraw, Billy Joel, Elton 
John, and George Strait have enjoyed 
the congenial atmosphere at Rice. 
Entrepreneurs contribute and visit 
often, including T. Boone Pickens, 
Drayton Mclane, Les Alexander, and 
John Doerr. Rice's stellar reputation as 
an institute of higher learning 
continues to attract the influential and 
famous, as well as the controversial 
and infamous. 



Gallery of Famous Visitors I President Dwight David Eisenhower spoke 
at a special convocation in Autry Court, 
October 24, / 960. The 196 I Campanile said 
''.Despite the fact that a heated presidential 
campaign was in progress, the President said 
that his remarks represented his own personal 
beliefs. Noting that Rice had just been 
completed when he returned to his native 
Texas as a young second lieutenant, Ike 
addressed his speech to the youth of the 
university. He predicted a great future for the 
U. S. This future will not be without its 
problems. He offered three axioms for meeting 
them. These were steadfastness in national 
policy, solvency to keep the nation and its 
citizens secure and free, and as much local 
government and as little national government as 
possible." 

2 Astronaut Walter M. Schirra,Jr.'s motorcade 
ended at Rice University, October 7, / 962. /twas 
the ftrst official appearance since he orbited 
earth six times the preceding Wednesday, 
landing near Midway Island in the Pacific. 

J Maurice Ravel, French composer, performed in Houston 
under the auspices of the Rice Institute on April 6 & 7, 
I 928, but never actually set foot on the Rice campus. 

4 Former President Lyndon B. Johnson spoke at the 
dedication of Sid Richardson College on October 16, 1971 

5 Former Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev with Edward 
Djereijian, founding director of the Baker Institute, probably 
at a conference to discuss major foreign policy issues facing 
the U.S. in the 21st century on October 16, 1997. 

6 General John J. Pershing who "planted the U. S. ~ag on 
the banks of the Rhine" visited Rice on February 5, 1920. 
President Lovett had asked three things of him: to accept 
a copy of the Book of the Opening [ of the Rice Institute], 
to plant a pecan tree on campus, and to allow spectators 
to carry away memories of "the voice that led the great 
expedition for freedom and justice." The roads were 
crowded with automobiles, students, and people from the 
city of Houston. 

1 Margaret Mead speaking at the Rice Semicentennial 
October I/ , 1962. 

8 Larry McMurtry had enrolled as a graduate student in 
1958 and received a Masters in English in 1960. While a graduate student he wrote 
Horseman Poss By in I 958. He returned to Rice in 1963 as an instructor and associate 
professor until 1972 when he left. to devote his time to books and screenplays. 

9 President John F. Kennedy at Rice Stadium, September 12, 1962. Before a crowd of 45,000 
people he announced the United States' commitment to land a man on the moon by the 
decade's end. Rice President Kenneth Pitzer is to the right of Kennedy. 
Copyright 20 I I .All rights reserved.Aubrey B. Calvin Houston. 



From the Archives 
by Alan Bath, PhD 

Rain 

As we continue (at least at the time 
of writing) in the grip of what may 
prove to be a history-making 
drought in Houston we are 
reminded that it was not always like 
this. 

According to The Thresher, 
"The June 15 ( 197 6) floods 

devastated the Rice Memorial Center basement and 
damaged several other buildings on campus ... Willy's Pub 
and the Campus Book Store were destroyed by the rain, 
which dumped almost 13 inches in the Rice area." 

Lost and Found 

Bursar J.T. McCants has announced that his vault is 
rapidly filling with lost and found articles of various kinds. 
"We have an excellent assortment of fountain pens, 
raincoats, textbooks, pocketbooks with money, and a 
number of other articles," and it may be "necessary for me 
to stage an auction sale ... The vault is beginning to look 
like a five and ten cent store." 

( The Thresher, 19 October 1923) 

Legal Note 

The Rice Hotel was sold to the Rittenhouse Capital 
Corporation in September 1975. The sale had been held 
up pending a court ruling on whether the terms of William 
Marsh Rice's will, which stipulated that the land "forever 
remain the property" of the school, barred its sale. The 
court ruled that chis was "not a valid restraint upon (Rice's) 
power to sell the property." 

( The Thresher, 18 September 1975) 

Hard Times 

A number of Rice students were selecteded randomly in a 
poll to determine the amount of cash they carried. The 
average was $1.27. Seniors carried the most, averaging 
$2.39, while the poor sophomores came in last with an 
average of $0.29. 

( The Thresher, 2 December 1932) 

The ~ood of 197 6. 

The Great Race 

Baker College will sponsor the "First Annual Baker College 
Cockroach Competition" on September 14, 197 4 to 
dramatize the cockroach problem in the residential 
colleges. Baker College members may enter as many 
roaches as they like in the following divisions: fastest, 
largest, and best decorated. Winners are to receive a case of 
Coors beer. 

( The Thresher, 12 September 197 4) 

For that Hard-to-Please Person 
on Your Christmas List 
In December 1975, the Rice campus store had the 
following suggestions: "Calculators for Christmas," at 
prices ranging from $39.95 to $795.00. For the less 
scientifically inclined: "Handcrafted moustache mugs" at 
$3.50, a set of 6 napkin rings at $2.95, or "an incense 
burner and 6 pieces of incense," for $2.00. 

And Where There's Smoke, There's??? 

Also in 1975, The Thresher reported the confiscation of 
Marijuana plants by the campus police, but "only the most 
visible plants growing on balconies were collected." 
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