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But many of the most distinctive 
elements of SEL have been in 
place from those very first issues, 
thanks in great part to Camden's 
foresight. Each issue has always 
been devoted to a particular field 
(Winter: English Renaissance; 
Spring: Elizabethan and 
Jacobean, now modified to 
Tudor and Stuart, Drama; 
Summer: Restoration and 
Eighteenth Century; Autumn: 

Carroll Camden had already been 
a member of the English 
Department at Rice Institute for 
nearly thirty years as well as 
serving as longtime chair when in 
1959 he conceived the idea of 
establishing a journal "devoted to 
the publication of English 
studies." He was motivated by the 
many journals that, because of 
backlogs of two years or more, 
had "declare [ d] a virtual 
moratorium on acceptances." The 
new venue was needed, he 
believed, since the "professional 
population has far exceeded, 
proportionately, the increase in 
periodicals." He sought the 
opinions of the editors of the 
most respected journals in the 
field at that time, consulted with 

Carroll Camden 

Nineteenth Century) and each 
has always contained a 
commissioned omnibus review 
essay of recent studies in that 
issue's field. The journal, in 
accordance with Camden's 
vision, has always drawn its 
editorial board from the very 

numerous other distinguished scholars and with a 
number of his Rice colleagues (including those 
associated with the newly arrived Journal of Southern 
History), solicited support from generous donors such 
as Rice trustee J. Newton Rayzor, and by early 
1960, almost simultaneously with Rice's change 
from Institute to University, released widely 
distributed announcements of the new periodical's 
formulation. In 1961, the first four issues of Studies 
in English Literature 15 00-1900 appeared. An annual 
subscription cost five dollars, an individual issue a 
dollar and a half. 

As the fiftieth volume is being published this 
year (subscriptions for an individual now cost forty 
dollars, for an institution one hundred and twenty), 
much of course has changed in "English Studies." 

best scholars around the world 
and has never been simply an organ for publishing 
Rice faculty scholarship (though from the start the 
editors have been happy to consider homegrown 
material for its pages, and members of the Rice 
English Department have made up a portion of the 
board). And SEL has never been the mouthpiece for 
any particular theoretical or scholarly approach to 
literature. 

The advent of SEL was greeted with great 
enthusiasm, as numbers of congratulatory letters 
attest. For example, Frank Kermode, later to become 
Sir Frank and one of the world's most distinguished 
literary critics and scholars, wrote on 25 March 1960 
to accept the commission to write the first review 

{Continued on page 3) 
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essay for the Elizabethan and Jacobean spring issue, 
saying he was flattered to be asked and noting that 
"A journal that not merely adds to but orders the 
vast modern output of scholarship in the field is 
going to be a blessing." And Yale professor Maynard 
Mack, one of the greatest Shakespearean and 
eighteenth-century literary scholars of our age, 
talked in a letter of 18 January 1960 from London 
about the wonderful prospect of a journal "with the 
idea of establishing a new kind of entente between 
literature and scholarship, shaking off the dust and 
scouring the lamp-black. That is what your idea 
amounts to in this new journal." 

Camden served as editor until his retirement 
from Rice in 1973, at which time Ed Doughtie was 
appointed editor for his first five-year stint. In 1978, 
Robert L. Patten began his first term as editor, and 
Monroe K. Spears brought the benefit of his 
experience as editor of the Sewanee Review to bear 
when he accepted an appointment as consulting 
editor. Both Doughtie and Patten had to deal with 
financial problems and with a troubling backlog that 
led to several moratoria on submissions during the 
1970s. The difficult finances led to accepting a loan 
from the university approved by provost Frank 

Bob Patten, Diana Hobby and Ed Doughtie, 1982 

Vandiver for $11, 000, to be repaid in five years. 
Thanks to the skilful management of Doughtie and 
Patten, assisted by Diana Hobby, who was appointed 
associate editor in 1979, the university was repaid 
early and the journal has been fiscally strong since 
those days. 

SEL increasingly benefits a variety of 
constituencies. Some of these benefits are obvious, 
others not: scholars rely on our journal as a resource 
for their own work and find especially valuable the 
review of recent studies that concludes each issue. 
Those reviews are far and away the most-read pages 
in the journal. Those who submit essays for 
publication benefit from the detailed helpful 
evaluations that the editors and members of the 
editorial board provide. We receive dozens of 
compliments and thanks each year from authors 
whose work has improved dramatically through the 
process of revision and copy-editing. Rice graduate 
students who work as Diana Hobby Editorial 
Fellows funded by generous gifts from the Hobby 
Family Foundation learn important lessons about 
scholarly rigor and professional behavior, come to a 
better understanding of publishing standards and 
protocols, and receive a generous stipend for their 

work. SEL editors are also 
active in such professional 
organizations as the 
Council of Editors of 
Learned Journals (CELJ) 
and the JSTOR publishers, 
as well as the Modern 
Language Association. 
Thanks to the founding of 
SEL at Rice, the journal's 
contents continue to be 
copyright Rice University, 
the only scholarly journal 
housed at Rice for which 
this is true. Consequently 
anyone who reads or 
contributes to SEL is likely 
to learn more about Rice 
and the quality of the 
institution. 

Since 1999 we have 
been printed and 
distributed and digitized by 

(Continued on page 4) 
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the journals division of Johns Hopkins University 
Press and their groundbreaking digital scholarship 
department Project Muse. With the exception of the 
most recent recent five volumes, the entire archive of 
SEL is also available online via JSTOR. This 
arrangement has allowed us to concentrate on 
training increasing numbers of graduate student 
assistants, developing new projects such as special 
themed issues and the publication of those special 
issues sub equently as books; and working ever more 
intensively with our authors to be certain that each 
issue of the journal is as close to immaculate and as 

Looking Back at the 
First Ten Years of the 
Rice Institute: The 
Students' Perspective 

soundly argued as can be. SEL ha been fortunate 
over the years to have a number of staff members 
who have hared the editors' and the editorial board 
members' ense of professionali m. Beside Diana 
Hobby, who served for twelve year as associate 
editor, there was Sally Hubbard who served 
1988-1996 as assistant editor and later associate 
editor, and K. Krueger McDonald, a sociate editor 
and business manager 1996-2007. I came to Rice in 
1991, and before becoming editor in 2007 served 
variously as associate editor and managing editor. 
The current professional staff consists of Kay McStay, 
associate editor and business manager, who is a 
three-quarters time employee; K. Krueger 
McDonald, production editor, now semi-retired to 
this one-quarter time position; myself, editor since 
2007; and Bob Patten, who returned to the editor's 
chair 1990-2006, and who stepped into the new 
position of publisher and executive editor as he 
began the transition to his retirement from Rice 
some time in the next several years. We all feel 
honored to be part of such an integral part of Rice 
history, and we expect to be an important part of 
the university's future. 

As we look back at the first hundred years of 
Rice history in anticipation of the centennial 
celebration in 2012, it is interesting to see how 
the Rice community viewed the Institute ten 
years after its opening. The 1923 Campanile 
contains a lengthy account of almost everything 
of significance that happened in that first decade. 

Laying the Cornerstone, March 2, 1911 

The students in 1923 spoke with admiration of 
the courage and determination that marked the 
planning for the university and how the highest 
academic standards were to be established and 
maintained. 

The authors considered the scope of the initial 
construction: "In preparing the site it was necessary 
to lay under the front campus a dozen miles of 
drainage and construct nearly a mile of concrete 

underground tunnels connecting all of the buildings 
for carrying all forms of power from the central 
plant." Ground was broken for the Administration 
Building in 1910 and, on March 2, 1911, the 
seventy-fifth anniversary ofTexas Independence, the 
trustees set the cornerstone of the building. 
Construction of the Engineering Quadrangle 
followed and, a little later, construction of the first 
buildings of the residential group: South Hall (which 



became part ofWill Rice 
College) and the commons 
(now Baker College 
Commons). The Field 
House (no longer standing) 
was the last building 
completed. 

The spirit of science, 
which they referred to as 
the spirit of Rice, was 
inscribed on the 
cornerstone of the 
Administration Building in Tunnels during construction 
Greek: " 'Rather,' said 
Democritus, 'would I discover the cause of one fact 
than become King of the Persians.' "The spirit of 
student fellowship is in the dedication on the 
residential group: "To the freedom of sound learning 
and the fellowship of youth.'' 

Referred to as "pioneer students," the first 
freshman class to assemble in September, 1912, 
numbered fifty-nine, the total number of 
matriculants reaching seventy-seven for the year 
although "half of them were dropped at the end of 
the first term for failure to maintain the high 
standards set for the work.'' The students "undertook 
at once the organization of their undergraduate life 
for self-government which had been placed in their 
hands.'' The first of the organizations was the Honor 
Council followed by a YM.C.A, a YWC.A, a literary 
society for women and two for men, and athletic 
teams. 

They noted briefly that in October of 1912, "a 
notable assemblage of American and foreign 
representatives and delegates gathered in Houston to 
assist in the launching of the new university.'' This 
was the formal opening. They also noted that "a 
more recent academic festival was arranged in honor 
of a week's visit to the Rice Institute by the British 
Educational Mission to the universities of the 
United States. Rice was the only university west of 
the Mississippi at which the Mission stopped and it 
was mentioned by them as one of the three 
outstanding universities of the United States.'' This 
visit was followed a little later by a similar visit by 
the French Mission. 

Rice celebrated its decennial at a Thanksgiving 
fe tival where John Grier Hibben, president of 
Princeton, spoke at the City Auditorium. 

The article goes on to say "So much for getting 
the university started. It was not until 1916 that a 
major outside activity other than athletics was 

attempted. This took the 
form of a newspaper and 
the second term of that 
year saw the beginning of 
the Thresher. It was a 
purely commercial 
proposition, but later 
dropped. After a little 
urging on the part of the 
Office [ administration, 
presumably], it was taken 
up as a student activity 
and made its first 
appearance on January 15, 

1916. It continued as a bi-weekly until June, 1918.'' 
World War I intervened. "In September, 1918, 

the United States took charge of things and while 
the memorable S.A. T. C. [Student Army Training 
Corps] was in the field, the Thresher was 
discontinued. In January, 1919, it was resumed and 
has appeared each week until the present time.'' They 
said that the organizers hoped that the Thresher 
would be a 
newspaper and not a 
magazine. "For some 
reason, that wish has 
been realized. It has 
had its battles against 
sentirn.ent, 
provincialism, 
religion, business 
managers, and story 
writers, and it has 
won out. Let it be 
praised!" 

At the end of that 
same year the first 
yearbook the 

YWCA 1916 

The French Educational Mission 



Campanile was published. How the name was 
chosen was explained as follows: "Everyone 
will concede that towering above every other 
feature of this institute's existence is its 
sublime architecture; everyone will concede 
this, whether he is able to appreciate it or 
not, because he has it on highest authority. 
And granting this, no one will doubt that the 
most towering and sublimest feature of this 
same architecture is that ethereal smokestack 
which a sadly utilitarian age has draped in 
the classic habiliments of a graceful and yet 
chastely modeled Romanesque Belfry. This is 
the Campanile. Campanile! Linger on its 
accent! All other considerations aside, would 
not the sheer music of it justify its choice, Football Team, 1912 

the haunting syllabification? And this we 
have fittingly chosen as the symbol of the spirit 
embodied in this volume: dominance, high 
aspirations clothed in exquisite art and beauty of 
design and execution. Could there be a nobler ideal 
than the heights of the slender Campanile? All 
posterity should be grateful to us for the heritage of 
this name." It goes on to say that posterity has been 
pleased, and "unless lightening strikes the ethereal 
smoke stack harder than it has heretofore, the name 
will probably be retained for good." (Lightening did 
indeed strike the apron on the bell tower and this 
feature was eventually removed. Smoke, also, no 
longer pours out of the disguised chimney.) 

There was great rejoicing in January of 1917 
when Main Street was apparently paved out to the 
institute. The article notes that Main Boulevard 
opened with great pomp and ceremony, "giving us 
our present roosting place of evenings, instead of the 
dirt or mud-according to the weather-road which 
had been there." 

ATHLETICS 

The writers proclaimed that athletics at Rice have 
always occupied a "high place" and sports were 
recognized as an important part of the university 
from the very start. Phillip Arbuckle was brought in 
from Southwestern University as Athletic Director 
and Coach in 1912 when the first football team was 
fielded. Although athletic fortunes at Rice in the 
first decade were less than stellar, the Campanile staff 
declared that "in the annals of Rice football there 
were many bright pages, few regrets, and all worth 
remembering. Rice teams have won a large majority 
of the games played, and from the very beginning, 

have been contenders with the strongest teams of 
this section [Southwest Conference, founded in 
1916].Twice have the Owls almost been football 
champions, losing by one game in 1916 and in 
1917, when signals were stolen in the middle of the 
season, in which they were sweeping all before 
them." 

They go on to recount the "worst football defeat 
suffered by a Rice team was at the hands ofTexas 
University when they lost 59 to O in 1915."Their 
largest victory was in 1916 when they beat S.M.U. 
143 to 3. In 1923, Rice had not ever lost to 
Southwestern, their "oldest regular foe," nor to 
S.M. U. Rice beat Baylor in the first game they 
played and "have split the other four." Rice beat A & 
Min 1915 and 1916 and "stood to get a third 
trouncing in '17, but for the stolen signals." They 
tied in 1921 with A & M, but Rice only beat Texas 
once, in 1917. Baseball was the next sport organized 
and "except for one year, has never been very 
successful. In 191 7 there might have been a 
championship, but the war broke things up, leaving 
Rice second with an average of .615." Basketball, in 
1915, was the last major sport to be adopted and did 
fairly well, winning the conference championship in 
1918 after a poor start. 

A MELEE DOWNTOWN 

A section recounts an incident in a downtown 
theater. "It used to be the custom of Rice students 
to attend every Tuesday matinee at the Majestic 
when it was playing vaudeville at its old stand where 
the Palace is now. The management would never seat 
them [Rice students] in a body because of wartime 



experience. In 1918, when the Class of '22 were 
slimes, the Sophs ribbed up one of the funny boys 
on the bill to wear a slime cap during his act and 
give the slime salute when they called for it. An 
S.A. T. captain, an upperclassman, put the slimes next 
to this plotting, and at the appointed time, very 
nearly the whole of the male contingent of slimes 
were on hand-with nicely softened lemons cut in 
half. Well, the victim came out to do his stuff as per 
agreement, but was met with a storm of lemons. He 
beat a hasty retreat, and 
although he heaped 
calumny upon the 
heads of the slimes, he 
would not come out. 
This, of course, broke 
up the show, as well as 
the practice of 
attending the matinees 
for a time. The slimes 
congregated on the 
corner and dared the 
sophs to come and 
fight." 

WORLD WAR I 

for cutting a lab and was kept in close confinement 
for a week. They were marched to classes and meals 
under an armed guard and not permitted to leave 
their rooms without it." 

It even snowed that year: "a topsy turvy state of 
affairs. A change of spirit is reflected in the Threshers 
of the time. Articles formerly humorous took on a 
bitter tone. Cartoons became caricatures of 
conditions. The Thresher was suppressed and all other 
outside activities were abandoned. The outcome was 

Looking back, the writers 
comment that "Rice had 

Snow, 1918 

a considerable 
rumpus- not the 
'open and 
premeditated 
rebellion' that one 
Houston paper saw, 
but still quite an 
outburst. A fire hose 
was turned on in the 
Commandant's roon1, 
breaking out his 
windows; red flags 
appeared in the 
dormitory windows; 
there was a 'food riot' 
in which dishes and 
food sailed quite 
merrily for a time. In 

an enviable war record. Ninety percent of men 
students were in service, some of the women, and 
half of the faculty. War times were serious times at 
the Institute, and there was little colorful happening 
except for once. The army took over the 
administration of student activities and strict military 
discipline took the place of free and easy times of 
democratic Rice. No more could the dorm dweller 
lie abed until the last bell before breakfast and then 
dash down half clad. He had to be up before the sun 
and all spic and span. No more trips to Blodgett or 
Main Street Park across the way for the foaming 
tankard. He was in his quarters by nine. Not even 
did the Sallyport resist the change for the coeds had 
to play like they were in the army, too, and tripped 
out with heavy khaki uniforms from chin to ground 
and army brogans. Can you blame 'em for being 
irked? Such a sudden change was badly received, and 
when an unpopular martinet took charge, things 
grew worse. Reveille was so early that setting up 
exercises were, at times, performed by moonlight
rather humorous now, but only too serious then. 
One Chem section was placed under house arrest 

fact, the walls of the 
Mess Hall were so dented that it was easier to put in 
oak paneling we now have than it was to repair 
them. The good old army beans, coffee, sow belly, 
and hard tack didn't go well. Hell was a'popping for 
fair." 

As part of the rebellion an anonymous 
publication called Red Tape appeared "in the hope 
of calling interested attention to undesirable 
conditions at Rice in order that wise judgement and 
devoted energy may be incited to bring about 
improvements that are promotive of the welfare of 
an institution that is capable of notable work in the 
'advancement of Letters, Science, and Art'." It 
lambasted the authorities and "there is no doubt that 
considerable energy was incited." The result was a 
meeting with the trustees and students where 
"everyone said what was on his mind and all 
grievances were brought to light." The trustees "met 
the students more than half way" and a new set of 
regulations was drawn up. The writers regard this as 
"the actual beginning of student self-government." 



AUTRY HOUSE: THE FIRESIDE 
OF RICE 

The writers point out that Autry House is across 
Main Street from the third entrance to the campus 
and is housed in "architecture in keeping with that 
of the rest of the institute." They claim "we all make 
use of it," but many do not know about its history. 

"The idea of such a place was started in 1919, 
when Dr. Masterson and Mrs. Blake under the 
auspices of the Episcopal Church opened the 
Community House. Polly, the famous scrambler of 
eggs and builder of chocolate pies, came with them, 
knowing the true way to convert heathen. The 
house was a dark green 'L' shaped building that had 
served as a Hostess House at Camp Logan, and it 
suffered somewhat in the transplanting. One side 
housed the Cafeteria, the Canteen, and a rest room, 
sometimes devoted to club meetings or banquets." 
(Rest room obviously had a different meaning in 
1923.) There was a large room on the other side 
where chapel services were held on Sundays and 
dances at other times. "The floor was not ideal for 
either purpose, for it had some monstrous cracks
quite as deadly to high heels and sinuous movements 
as to devout knees. The walls were not entirely tight, 
for at times during the winter a fine breeze could be 
had. The roof leaked in one or two small spots but 
we didn't care. Like all old and somewhat imperfect 
things, it was dear to our hearts in those days." 

In 1921, a new building was built, "thanks to the 
zeal of Dr. Masterson and the beneficence of Mrs. 
Autry" who gave the money in memory of her late 
husband. The students contend that "we have better 
equip~ent here and more luxurious furnishings, but 
even though there were not overstuffed chairs nor 
comfortable fireplaces in the old place, those of us 
who knew it will always hold some affection for the 
old Community House." 

WHY INSTITUTE? 

The students say that this question has been asked so 
many times of the school's administrators that they 
gave the interviewer "a rather fishy eye" when he 
asked. 

They claim that their university has always 
aspired to "a standing not excelled by any other 
university in the U.S." and a reputation that rivals 
any in Europe. Many "institutes" are respected. "On 
the other hand, every little two-by four school 
founded for educational purposes takes it upon itself 

to assume the title of'university' whether its 
curriculum or faculty rates good prep school 
standing or not. Since 'institute' was somewhat ~ut 
of the ordinary, and rather more dignified, and smce 
'university' is being more or less vulgarized, it was 
decided to call it 'institute' as more in keeping with 
future greatness." 

They do go on to say that "there are some 
educational foundations graced by the name 
'institute' but there are also other 'institutes' for 
different purposes like the Institute for the Blind or 
the Insane or any number of state institutions." They 
also say that "the title has been used to designate the 
summer normal courses that young high school 
teachers attend" as well as instruction in "an 
agricultural sort. These do not lend academic dignity 
to the term." 

They recount "amusing incidents to happen 
because of the term 'institute.' ""During the early 
years a young Japanese came all the way from Tokyo 
to register here for the study of rice farming. It was 
a perfectly natural mistake. Wasn't Houston the 
center ofTexas' rice industry?" They do not vouch 
for the next anecdote, but "we have it on good 
authority that on one occasion a lady on the 
streetcar passing the institute turned to Dr. Evans 
and said, 'Do you know how many inmates there are 
in Rice Institute?' " 

In 1923, the students felt that "Rice is old 
enough and has advanced enough not to be taken 
for anything other than what it is, and while we may 
sometimes refer to ourselves as inmates, outsiders 
know better. We are sometimes forced to endure a 
certain amount of joshing because of our name
but would we change it? Not while the Campanile 
proudly rears its sable plume above the gravel walks 
that give us our mincing gait!" 

The Rice Cornerstone welcomes your comments, 
suggestions, requests, corrections, complaints-and 
you do not need a literary agent to submit for 
serious consideration and probable publication your 
favorite moments in Rice's extraordinary history. 
Please contact Mary Dix (713.627.3998, 
marysdix@aol.com) or Karen Rogers 
(713.523.1815, khrogers@alumni.rice.edu) 
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