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P R E S E N T A T I O N  OF C O M M I S S I O N S  BY THE 
C O i M M A N D I N G  O F F I C E R  OF THE UNIT 

T has been my privilege to  follow the careers of the young I men being commissioned here almost throughout their 
college life. In  view of this association, it is fitting that  I 
should address these few remarks to them. 

Today marks the turning point in your lives. Yesterday 
you were lads in school. T h e  classrooms, the campus, and 
the athletic field were your habitat, the scenes of your 
achievements and sometimes of your minor trials. 

Through the years you have spent a t  the Rice Institute 
you have gained much. Through the associations with your 
instructors you have learned of some of the things that will 
challenge you tomorrow. You are now exchanging these col- 
lege halls, the athletic fields, and the campus for the deck of 
a ship. Tomorrow you will be engaged in a deadly combat 
with a relentless foe, who is challenging the very life of our 
democracy. 

W e  who stay back here to  train and prepare your friends 
of the underclasses will look to  you to carry on the ideals of 
a great country. In  tomorrow’s conflict, you will carry with 
you our own hopes and aspirations. W e  trust we have taught 
you wisely and well. So as I bid you Godspeed may I vouch- 
safe for  you brave hearts, cool heads, and steady hands that 
will make meaningful the ideals of the U. S. Navy. I k n o w  
y o u  will  not fa i l .  

And now as the Acting Commandant of the Naval  Re- 
serve Officers’ Training Unit  of the Rice Institute it is my 
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right and also my honor to  present t o  you nine young gentle- 
men your commissions as Ensigns in the Naval  Reserve of 
the United States. 

V. F. RATHBUN, Commander, U.S.N. (Ret.)  
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MEMBERS OF THE UNIT RECEIVING 
COMMISSIONS 

Blair, Marvin Smith 
Collins, Richard Reilly 
Glass, George William 
Hailey, George Norman, J r .  

Isaacks, Richard Alfred 
Kisling, James William, I11 
McIlhenny, William Franklin 
Palmer, Robert Dealy 

Todd, James War ren  




