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A D D R E S S  BY LT. COLONEL JOHN L A N S D A L E  

are assembled here this morning to receive your 

States, af ter  three years of intensive mental, physical, and 
character-building training. You are about to  take your 
places as officers in the greatest of all naval services, past or 
present; you are the inheritors both of the glories and of the 
obligations of your naval progenitors of the Anglo-Saxon 
race or  tradition. Just as you are  handed the privileges and 
the prestige of the naval service, so in equal degree do  you 
assume the responsibilities and obligations which cannot be 
separated from your standing and which you enjoy as of- 
ficers. After  this period of training you are able to enter into 
active service in defense of our country and are to  be envied 
for the opportunities which lie ahead of you. 

T h e  success you have had in being able to  assimilate the 
lessons of your training period should lead you to  greater 
endeavor. Your achievements as students will be the step- 
ping stone to  more effort. I t  is true that we grow by striving 
and gain strength by surmounting difficulties. This  additional 
strength so gained will enable you the more easily to  accom- 
plish the difficult tasks which lie ahead of you. 

The re  is no doubt that  in the years to  come when this great 
war becomes par t  of the history of our times your proudest 
memory will be that  you were an active par t  of the gigantic 
effort now being put for th  to  insure the physical safety of 
our country and our people, and the continuance of our sys- 
tem and institutions as a free people. 

2 

You commissions as Ensigns in the Navy of the United 
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Our country has always been peaceful in its motives and 

jealous of its rights as a sovereign nation and willing to  
fight, if necessary, to  enforce its rights. It will fight for  free- 
dom and it will fight fo r  a principle. I t  has loved peace so 
well that  it has been willing to  fight to  enforce peace and 
gain the quiet and prosperity which accompanies the paral- 
lels of peace and strength. 

You are  now preparing to  enter this war actively and 
many of you will meet our ruthless enemies. It is needless 
to  tell you that the only way enemies such as we now have can 
be conquered is to  surpass them in numbers, in training, and 
in naked force; you are, therefore, trained fo r  strength of 
body and of spirit. Victory will be yours when you combine 
that strength and spirit with that of our other services so 
that  our country’s strength will be united. Fine examples of 
the operations of the combined arms and of the cooperation 
of allies have been demonstrated in the European and Af- 
rican campaigns and just last week in an extraordinary de- 
gree by the accomplishment of General MacArthur and the 
naval forces in returning to  the Philippine Islands. Fitness of 
mind and body with team work will win. T h e  greater glory 
of war  is not in the acts you have to  perform on the battle- 
field o r  on our great warships. T h e  glory of the just wars in 
which our country has always engaged is the result in human 
freedom and opportunity fo r  our people which comes out of 
war, and the preservation of the physical, moral, and mental 
rights of mankind which have been gradually achieved over 
the centuries. T h e  enlightenment, the freedom, and the 
strength of our country and of the other English-speaking na- 
tions are  concrete and potent examples of the value of these 
rights. Magna Carta  was the beginning of the Anglo-Saxon 
first concept that  the governed have certain inherent rights 
which those who govern are  bound to  recognize. Our  own 
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Declaration of Independence and our Federal and State 
constitutions are further steps by which the United States 
has insured to  our citizens the rights which we believe to  be 
inherent and which, in spite of the faults and frailties of our- 
selves and of our administration, work out to the develop- 
ment of our people’s good both individually and as a nation. 

As naval officers you will have under your authority and 
in your care the men of your command. Care fo r  these men 
and they will care for you. Remember always that you are 
not only sailors but that you are officers of the United States 
Navy. Your obligation is to  care fo r  the men under your 
command and wisely administer the authority vested in you 
by your commissions as officers. I t  is not only right and 
proper that you d o  so, but your own personal interest and 
perhaps personal safety depend on your carrying out your 
duties and obligations to  the men of your command. This  
authority carries with it corresponding duties and they not 
only cannot be avoided by you but should not be avoided 
under any circumstances. 

In your capacity as naval officers you will meet and deal 
with many men of our own nation and other nations. Always 
remember that you represent America and your uniform is 
a symbol of your office, and our country will be judged by 
you and your actions. Just as you demonstrate the traits and 
virtues of good judgment, moral and physical courage, and 
high character, so will the Navy be judged. You will also find 
that  sound character and honesty of purpose and action will 
stand you in better stead than brilliant mental ability, de- 
sirable as it is. 

You follow in the footsteps of Nelson, of John Paul Jones, 
of Perry, of Decatur, and of other great naval commanders 
and characters of the past, and of Sims of the last great war, 
and you have the privilege of being a par t  of the historic 



Address of Lt. Col. John Lansdale 5 
era where such men as Admirals King, Nimitz, Halsey, and 
Mitscher, commander of the famous Task  Force 28 ,  and 
other capable and gifted commanders are having the oppor- 
tunity to  serve their country in vital matters of life and 
death. M a y  your careers redound to  your personal honor 
and the glory of our country. Love of country is a high and 
holy thing. Serve her without limit, whether it be as a chief 
of an LCS craft o r  a t  the bottom of the officer list of a great 
battleship. Do the task a t  hand to  the best of your ability. 
Your commissions say that your country reposes special trust 

I and confidence in your patriotism, valor, fidelity, and ability. 
Le t  neither you, your loved ones, nor your country be disap- 
pointed because of your failure in any one of these cardinal 
virtues so solemnly and beautifully set forth. 

T h e  victory which will surely come to us will carry with its 
very success obligations to  administer wisely and conscien- 
tiously the great responsibilities which will be the result of 
that  victory. Our country, in its dealings with those other 
peoples whom it  has freed, such as those of Cuba and the 
Philippines, has heretofore demonstrated in a most practical 
and unselfish way that it has acted from high and noble mo- 
tives and i t  has been aware of its responsibilities in unselfish 
acts which have been unique in the history of the great na- 
tions of the world. It gave to Cuba full independence and in 
our other occupations our care has always been for  the 
people of the lands we have occupied and our acts have re- 
dounded for  the greatest good , to  the greatest number of 
people. Our  power and our strength have not been abused in 
the great acts of our history. 

Rudyard Kipling, nearly a half century ago, wrote a poem 
which, in recognition of a powerful country’s obligations and 
its reliance on divine guidance as an aid in fulfilling those 
obligations, could well be adopted by young men such as you, 
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who in the future will have as your task the burden and the 
glory of carrying the torch of our great nation. T h i s  poem 
is known as “Recessional,” and is, in par t ,  as follows : 

God of our fathers, known of old, 
Lord  of our  far-flung battle-line, 

Beneath whose awful Hand we hold 
Dominion over palm and pine- 

Lord  God of Hosts,  be with us yet, 
Lest  we  forget-lest we  forget! 

Far-called, our  navies melt away: 
On dune and headland sinks the fire: 

Lo, all our  pomp of yesterday 
Is one with Nineveh and Tyre !  

Judge of the Nations, spare us yet, 
Lest  we  forget-lest we forget! 

If, drunk with sight of power, we  loose 

Such boastings as the Gentiles use, 

Lord  God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest  we forget-lest we forget! 

Wi ld  tongues tha t  have not Thee  in awe, 

O r  lesser breeds without the Law- 

If you will keep before you the beacon lights representing 
honor, duty, and country, you cannot fail in the high privilege 
which you will now have in entering the naval service of the 
United States. 

M a y  Almighty God bless and keep you in the time of 
battle, and  may the coming day of victory find you increased 
in wisdom, in mental stature, in love of country, and in 
strength of mind and  body. 

JOHN LANSDALE 




