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PRESENTATION OF COMMISSIONS BY THE 
COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE UNIT 

HE purpose of our gathering here today is to  solem- T nize and dignify the commendable accomplishment of 
these young men in attaining their goal of a commission in 
the United States Naval Reserve, to  tender them our grati- 
tude for having conscientiously applied themselves to the 
task in hand, and to  send them on their way with our prayers 
and best wishes. 

T h e  next event of the program, the presentation of com- 
missions, I have reserved to  myself not merely because it 
would be only natural that I should, as Commanding Offi- 
cer of the Unit, but more particularly because of a deep 
sentimental affection which I have for this class. 

I t  was my privilege and pleasure to  bring into being this, 
the first entering R.O.T.C. class of the Rice Institute, and 
it is now to be my privilege and pleasure to  tender them 
the testimonial which they have so eagerIy sought. In Naval 
parlance, it was my pleasure to be present a t  the “laying of 
the keel”; it is now an added pleasure to be present a t  the 
“launching.” 

Every person here today has some particular personal 
interest in these young men. Firstly, and naturally, the 
fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, relatives and 
sweethearts have a concern which is love. I t  penetrates to 
the heart and transcends human understanding. T h e  Navy 
owes you a debt which it cannot repay, nor would you want 

58 



Presentation of Commissions 59 
it  repaid, and I need not remind you that your sacrifice is 
your country’s gain and tha t  with a son or brother or sweet- 
heart out there on the battle front, you, too, will be out there 
in spirit and you’ll fight the harder on the home front that  
he may carry on. Your pride in his courage, unselfishness, 
and accomplishments will be your bulwark. 

M a y  I say to  the officials, trustees, faculty, and alumni 
of the Rice Institute that  we of the Navy are very grateful 
for the kind understanding and splendid cooperation which 
they have given us in our Navy Program. I t  has not always 
been easy, for not always have our interests coincided, but in 
the primary objectives we are both agreed-that the pro- 
gram is essential to  the war effort and must succeed. 

T h e  awards which have been presented today were 
donated under the sponsorship of the Military Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Houston Chamber of Commerce. In  the very 
beginning of the N.R.O.T.C. Program a t  the Rice Institute, 
the Committee took an interest in our Unit  and set up cer- 
tain awards to  promote incentive among the student corps. 
W e  heartily thank the Committee and the donors, Com- 
mander Collette, Major  Becker, Mr. Court Norton, and 
Lieutenant Mal tz  for  their continued interest, and assure 
them that their motive has had, and will continue to have, 
highly beneficial results in stimulating accomplishment. 

T h e  facilities of this chapel for  our ceremonies were made 
available to  us by the courtesy of the Rev. Stanley Smith, 
Rector of Palmer Memorial Church, and he and the Rev. 
Gordon M. Reese and Mr. Wal te r  Welschoff, Organist, 
have contributed liberally of their time and talents to the 
arrangement of our program. W e  wish to  express our sin- 
cere appreciation for these courtesies and contributions. 

W e  feel highly honored by the acceptance of the Rt. Rev. 
Clinton S. Quin, Bishop of the Diocese of Texas, of our in- 
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vitation to  participate in the program, and I should like to  
add that the Bishop has a son among those who are to  re- 
ceive commissions here today. 

Following the presentation of commissions, Admiral Percy 
W. Foote, Senior Officer Present in the Houston Area, will 
administer the oath of office to thirteen of the number to  
receive commissions. By way of apology I must tell you 
that only thirteen can take the oath of office in today’s cere- 
monies, for  only thirteen of the commissions received were 
dated the twenty-sixth. These were the first thirteen re- 
ceived, and it was expected that all would bear the same 
date. Such was not the case, for the remaining sixty-six, re- 
ceived a few days later, were dated the twenty-eighth. 

T o  all of you who are about to  depart to take your place 
in the battle front, I wish good luck, good hunting, and 
Godspeed. 

DALLAS D. DUPRE, Captain, U.S.N. 




